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WHOLE GENUINE AND COMPLETE 


WoORKS 
FLAVIUS FOSEPHUS 


THE LEARNED AND AUTHENTIC. 


JEWISH HISTORIAN, 


AND. 


CML EBRATED WARRIOR. 
. CONTAINING 
I. The Antiquities of the Jews, in Twenty Bookss withtheir Wars, memorable Tranfactions, remarkable Occurrences, 
their various Turns of Glory and Mifery, Profperity and Adverfity, from the Creation of the World. 
II. The Wars of the Jews with the Romans, from their Commencement to the” final Deftruétion of J erufalem by 
Titus, in the Reignof Vefpafian. In Seven Books. 
III. The Book of Jofephis‘againft Apion, in Defence of the Jewifh Antiquities. In Two Parts, 
IV. The Martyrdoms of the Maccabees. ‘ 
Vv. The Embaffy of Philo, from the Jews of Alexandria, to the Emperor Caius Caligula. 
VI. The Life of Flavius Jofephus, - written by himfelf. 
VII. The Teftimonies of Jofephus concerning Our Bleffed Saviour, St. John the Baptift, 8c. clear ly vindicated. 


Tranflated from the Original in the Greck Language, 


And diligently revifed'and rompers with the Writings of cotemporary Authors, of different Nations, on the Subject. 
. All tending to prove the Authenticity of the Work. 


TO WHICH IS ADDED 


“VARIOUS USEFUL INDEXES, ’ 


‘Particularly of the Coun'rrizs, Crtizs, Towns, VILLAGES, Seas, Rivers, Moowcuws. Lakes, &c. 
which are related in the Hrsrory. 


ALSO A 


CONTINUATION 


OF THE 


HISTORY or tHe JEWS, 


From Josgruus down to the prefent Time, 
‘INCLUDING A PERIOD OF MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS. 


CONTAINING 
fin Account of their Difperfion into the various Parts of Europe, Afia, Africa, and America; their different 


Perfecutions, Tranfactions, various Occurrences, and prefent State throtighout the known World. 
wiTH 


A great Variety of other interefting and authentic Particulars, collected from various valuabie Works, recording 
the principal "Tranfaétions of the Jews fince the Time of Joseruus. 


‘By GEORGE HENRY MAYNARD, LL.D. 


Tluftrated with MARGINAL REFERENCES, and NOTES, Hiftorical, Biographical, Claffical, Critical, 
: Geographical, and Explanatory, ‘ 
By the Rev. EDWARD KIMPTON, 


Vicar of Rocare, in Sussex, and Morning Preacher at Sr. Marruew’s, Berunar-Green, 
And Author of the Compleat Universat Hisrory of the Hory Bini. 





a 
Embellithed with upwards o1 Sixty beautiful Engravings, taken from original Drawings of Meffrs. etx, Stothard, and Cerbeuld, Members of the Koyal Academy, and 
other eminent Artifts 5 3 and engraved by Grigzioz, Collier, Heatk, Tookey, Taylor, Sc. 
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LONDON: prinren ror C. COOKE, No, 17, Parer-woster Row;,AND SOLD BY THE HOOKSELLERS OF 

BATH, BRISTOL, BIRMINGHAM, CANTERBURY, CAMBRIDGE, COVENTRY, CHESTER, DERBY, 
EXETER, GLOUCESTER, HEREFORD, HULL, IPSWICH, LEEDS, LIVERPOOL, 
LEICESTER, MANCHESTER, NEWCASTLE, NORWICH, NOTTINGIIAM, 
NORTHAMPTON, OXFORD, READING, SALISBURY, SHERBORN, 
SHEFFIELD, SHREWSBURY, WORCESTER, WINCHESTER, “Mis, 
YORK ; AND BY ALL OTHER BOGKSELLERS te 
“aN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
AND IRELAND. 


His Majesty's Royau LiceNncr and AUTHORITY 
for the Publication of Dr. Maynara’s Complete 
Tranflation of the Whole Werks of JOSEPHUS. 


GEORGE Rk. 


Grorcr the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, ce. To all to whom thefe Prefents foall come Greeting. Tirbercas €. Cooke, of Pater-nofter Row, in 
our City of London, Citizen and Bookfeller, hath, by bis Petition, humbly reprefented uuto us, That be bath bee 
at great Pains and Expence in employing George Henry Maynard, LZ. D. to tranflate and write a New ant 
Elegant Book, intituled, ** The Hbole Works of Iavius Fofephus, the celebrated Jewifh Hiftorian. Containing, 
‘© Firft, the Antiquities of the Jews, in Twenty Books, with their Wars, memorable Traufactions, authentic and 
“© remarkable Occurrences, their various Turns of Glory and Mifery, of Profperity and Adverfity, Fc. from the 
“€ Creation of the World. Second, the Wars of the Jews wite the Romans, froin their Commencement to the 
“ final Deftruftion of Ferufalem by Titus, in the reign of Mefpafian, in Seven Books. Third, the Book of Fofephus 
*¢ againft Apion, in Defence of the Jewifh Antiquities, in Two Parts, Fourth, Martyrdoms of the Maccabees. 
Fifth, the Embaffy of Philo, from the Jews of Alexandria, to the Emperor Caius Caligula, Sixth, the Life of 
Flavius Fofephius, written by bimfelf. Seventh, The Teftimonies of Jofcphus concerning our Bleffed Saviour, 
Fobu the Baptifi, Se. clearly vindicated. To which will be fire added, a Continuation of the Iiftory of the 
Jews, from Fofephus down tothe prefent Time, including a Period ef more than One Thoufand Seven Tandred 
“* Years. Containing an Account cf their Difperfien into the varicus Parts of Eurepe, Afia, Africa, and Aine- 
“© rica, their different Derfecutions, Tranfactions, various Occurrences, and prefent State throughout the known 
World: with copions Indexes, Tables of the Fewifh Coins, Weights, Meafures, c.’—That the Petitioner 
has likewife employed the Rev. Edward Kiapton, Vicar of Rogate, in Suffex, to write Notes, liftorical, Cicf- 
Sivel, Critical, Geographical, and Explanatory ; together vith Marginal References, And further, in engaging 
the moft able drtifts to defisn and engrave 2 inure beautiful fet of Copper Plates than was ever given in a Work of 


the like Kind in the Englifh Language. 
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Which Work the Petitioner humbly apprebends will tend, ia a very high Degree, to promote ufeful Knowledec, 
and be of great Benefit to our Subjects in general: Wherefore the Petitioner moft humbly Solicits Our Royal Li- 
cence and Protection, to Himfelf, bis [leirs, Executors, aud Affigns, for the fole printing, publifbing, and vend- 
ing the faid Work, for the Teri of Fourteen Years, fo far as may be agreeable to the Statute in that Cafe made 
aud provided. We being willing to give all due Encourngement to this Undertaking, are gracioufly pleafed to con- 
defeend to the Petitioner's Reaueft : and we do therefore, by thefe Prefents, as far as may beagrecable to the Statute 
‘ntkat Cafe made and provided, grant unto bim, the faid 1. Cooke, bis Ileirs, Executors, and Afigus, Our Royal 
Licence and tutherity, for the fole printing, publifbing, and vending the faid Work, for the Term of Fourtecit 
Years, to be computed from the Date hereof, flvidtly forbidding all our Subjects, within our Kingdoms or Donri- 
silonsy to reprint, or abridge the fame, citber in the like, ov in any Sixe or Manner whatever, or to import, buy, 
vend, utter, or diftribute, any Copies thereof reprinted beyond the Seas, during the faid Terin of feurteen Tears, 
seilbout the Confent or ipprabation of the faid £. Cooke, Lis Heirs, Executers, and Affigus, under teir Hands 
Whereof the Conmifioners and 


end Seals, firft had aud obtained, as they will aufwer the contrary at their Peril. 
teke Notice, that due 


other Officers of our Crftoms, rhe Mafter, Wardens, and Company of Staticuers, are to tak 
Obedience Se rendered to our Pleafure herein declared. Given atour Court at St. Faiatess. 


By his Majefly’s Command, 
SYDNEY, 


The TRANSLATOR’s ADDRESS tothe READER. 


‘© thofe who are curious in fearching into ancient biftory, whatever concerns fo remarkable a people as 

the Jews mutt be extremely interefing as well as entertaining and perhaps many people, who would 

not look for their hiftory in the Sacred Writings, might be irrefiftibly inclined to- hear what a learned man 

of their own nation, who wasa foldier, a prieft, and a politician, has delivered down to us concerning their 

-origin and moft remarkabie tranfactions. Joféphus was not only a man of learning, but likewife well ac- 

quainted with the fubjeét he treats of, and feems to have had almoft as much connexion with the Roman 

people as with his own: for, at twenty-fix years of age, he wentto Rome, lived there, and became intimately 

acquainted with Nicanor, (who was afterwards a colonel in Vefpafian’s army,) and alfo with Aliturus, one 

of Nero’s favourites. By him he was likewife introduced to Poppeca, the emprefs, from whom he received 
many honours. 

Our Hiftorian, therefore, cannot fail to give us much ufeful information as well as entertainment, when 
he treats of the manners and conduct of that enlightened and warlike people the Romans, by whom. he was 
much refpeéted and efteemed. When he returned to Jerufalem the war between the Jews and Romans was 
jult breaking out, and he then appeared in defence of his countrymen, not only as a very ‘able-politician, 
but as an indefatigable and valiant commander : for being, at thirty years of age, appointed one of the 
governors of Galilee, he bravely refifted the Romans as long as courage and wifdom could avail any’ thing 
againft them. But, akas! they were fent as the tremendous fcourge of Providence to an abandoned, 
ungrateful people: they fought under the banner of an avenging God, and literally fulfilled Our Saviour’s 
prophecy, when they planted the Roman eagle in the heart of Judea; “ Wherefoever the carcafs is, there 
*¢ will the Eagles be gathered together.’”’-—Luke xvii. 37. 

Jofephus was happily fpared from the dreadful dettruétion juftly denounced againft his countrymen: nor, 
indeed, can we wonder at God’s kind prefervation of him, if we confider attentively many circumftances in 
his Lifeand Writings, which feem ftrongly to indicate a liberal way of thinking, a mind ftrongly biaffed in 
favour of truth wherever he found it, and far above the obftinate prejudices of Judaifm.. , 

His Sacred Hiftory, though nearly correfpondent to the account of Motes, ‘isenriched with much Rabbi- 
nical learning, and adorned with many eloquent and nervous fpeeches, highly expreffive of the fentiments of 
thofe ancient men of renown who make fo fair a figure in the hiftoric page : but when he comes to relate the 
dreadful frugele between the Jews and Romans, which ended in the death of 1,100,000 of the former, and 
the total overthrow of their ftare and temple, fo clear and circumftantial is his account, that we follow him, 
as it were, ftep by ftep, fympathize in all the various turns of fortune, and fhare the borrors.of the war. 

Jofephus appears moreover to have been fingularly favoured by the Almighty in fome particular revelations 
of his providential defigns; for it is a known fact that he foretold to Vefpafian that he fhouid be Emperor of 
the Romans when he was only a general in their armies ; and he confefles, Chap. xiv. ‘© That God thewed 
« him, inadream, the deftruction of the Jews, and their conqueft, by the Romans, and what fhould hap- 
pen to the Roman Emperors.” Being a prieft, he was well acquainted with the facred books of the Pro- 
phets, and knew how to explain them; and, from. this knowledge, he frequently fuggefled to the Jews, 
that God had forfaken them, and gone over to the Romans. . He was even fo bold and candid as to rell his 
obftinate countrymen, that, in oppofing the Romans, they fought not only againft an incenfed enemy, but 
againft the decrees of God. 

What may be expected then from fo learned and impartial an Hiftoriag, writing in a rnanly, netvous 
flile, and delivering to us a faithful account of thofe tremendous icenes He was witnels to, and oftentimes 
actually engaged in! We cannot, perhaps, any where mect with a more interefting or entertaining hiftory. 

When the war was over, and all things he had foretold had exaétly come to pais, he determined to pub- 
lifh this remarkable Hiftory, which we now offer in this new drefs to the attention of the curious. He firft: 
wrote it in Hebrew; for the ufe of the eaftern nations, which work is unfortunately loft to the world; but 
coming afterwards to Rome, with Titus, who greatly refpected-hifn, he then wrotethat Greek copy which 
is now extant amongit us, and from whence many -Tranflations have defervedly been made into different 
languages. . ——- 

It is not poffible, im this fhort addrefs, to give more than a faint idea of the curious information, and 
infinite entertainment, to be met with in this nohle and impartial work ; but it muft certainly add to its 
value with every good Chriftian, that there is good reafon to believe that the Author, acthe time he wrote 
it, was more than © almoft perfuaded to be a Chriftian bimfelf”’ That famous paffage, introduced in the 
4th Chap. of the 18th Book of his Antiquities, concerning our Bleffed Saviour, and which fome fuper- 
ficial judges have pretended ts fpurious, will certainly appear, if fairly, and even critically, examined, .to be 
evidently fuch a plain and fimple narration of an hiftorical fact, as any Jew, in his fituation, might have 
written to the Heathens; cfpecially if we recolleét that Jofephus frequently tells his readers that he relates 
faéts as he finds then: ; and, in his account of the opinions of the Pharifees, and the Sadduces or Effenes, 
he gives them as he found them in_ their books. Why then fhould he not be fuppofed to give us, with the 
fame candour, though he does it in fo refyeeétful a manner, a plain relation of what he faw and heard concern- 
ing the Chrifians, and their opinion of their Bleffed Mafter; efpecially as the Chriftians were then very 
numerous, and the general topic of difcourfe both among Jews and Romans? 

Not to be tedious to our readers, we omit a very excellent criticifm on the original Greek of this fa- 
mous paflage, fent us by a learned friend; but we take the liberty of affuring them, as far as we are able to 
judge, that it appears to us, from this criticifm, equal to demonftration, that Jofephus a&ually inferted, 
with his own hand, this fair and honourable teftimony in favour of Chrift and his followers. His Defence 
againit Apion, and his other writings, bear equal teftimony both to his great abilities and integrity 5 each fe- 
parate work has it’s intrinfie merit, and the whole forms a moft ufeful, interefting, and amuting volume of 
teal hiflory 5 ard it is fincerely hoped chat our endeavours to maineain the fenie and fpirit of the original 
Greek, wil bea confiderable addition to the merit of the prefent Tranflation. 

To c.mpleat the work, we have annexed a Supplement, colleéted from authentic Manu(cripts, bringing 
cown the Jewifh Piiftory co the prefent times, which, being an attenipt entirely new, we fatier ourfeives, 
will fiunp an additional value upon our undertaking, and make it in every refpeét worthy the patronage of. 


a judicious and candid public. 
GEORGE HENRY MAYNARD. 


JOSEPHUS’s PREFACE 


TO HIS 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE FEW S, 





ARIOUS are the motives by which Hiftorians are induced to tranfmit to pofterity their records of paft 
events. Some are incited to difplay their talents by the love of fame; others have exerted their utmott 
abilities to conciliate the eReem of thofe whofe ations they relate; fome are impelled by a defire of perpetua- 
ting the remembrance of thofeevents in which they have been perfonally concerned; while others take up the 
pen to refcue from oblivion tranfactions worthy of knowledge, to vindicate truth, and prevent the perverfion 


of facts. 


‘ 


Of thefe motives the two Iaft prompted me to this undertaking; for having borne an aélive part in the 
Wiurs between the Jewsand Romans, being a witnefs of their rife and progrefs, and particularly concerned 
in the events, I was inclined to attempt an authentic narrative of the fame, to counteract the defigns of thofe 


who had fabricated falfhoods to impofe upon mankind. 


The work I have entered upon will, I doubt not, appear worthy the attention of the Greeks, as it will 
comprehend an account of the Antiquities, Policy, and Government of our nation, faithfully tranflaced from 


the Hebrew writings in their own tongue. | 


When I, therefore, undertook the Hiftory of the Wars, it was my intention to explain the origin of the 
Jews, the viciffitudes of fortune they underwent, to delineate the character of the Legiflutor by whom they 
had been taught tlie practice of picty and virtue, and to relate the feveral military tranfactions in which they 
had been fometimes neceffarily, -and fometimes relu€tantly, concerned. 7 


But finding the Antiquities a fubje& too copious and prolix to be treated in conneétion with any other, 
I determined to detach them from the Hiftory of the Wars, and direct my attention to the Antiquities pre- 
vious to the Wars, and other fucceeding events. ‘Yet (as is frequently the cafe with thofe who engage in ar- 
duous purfuits) | found a difinclination to perfevere, as the work proved labor bus, and my progrefs fcemed. 
retarded in proportion to its prolixity. Some, however, from a laudable defire of acquiring knowledge, 
encourazed me to proceed, and efpecially Eparnroprrus, g man who had a propenfity to literarure in ge- 
neral, and Jdiftory in particular, and had himfelf*held:very confiderable employments, experienced many * 
viciffitudes. of fortune, and manifefted, throughout the whole, an iptegricy and magnanimity rarely to be 


equalled, ‘ 4 


Thus prevailed on by the perfuafion of fo zealous a patron of whatever might conduce to the public good 
on the one hand, and difdaining to prefer an ignominious floth to the profecution of a laudable underta- 
king on the other, I refumed my tafk with a renewed defire of compleating it, at the fame time reflecting, 
that our anceftors were-ever difpofed to make ufeful communications, and chat the Greeks were particulariy 
defirous of obtaining an‘ authentic hiftory of our nation. 


When I alfo reflefted that king Ptolemy II. (a fovereign who greatly favoured learning, and was defirous 
of obtaining literary information even at immenfe charge) procured a Greek tranflation of our code of laws, 
conflitution, and government, and that Eleazar, our high-prieft, inferiorto none ofhis predeceMors in know- 
ledge or virtue, could not deny to that prince the participation of the inftruation and entertainment to bede- 
rived from fiich a work, as he knew it was the cuftom of our anceftors not to conceal that which might be 
uleful to mankind in. general, -I held it my incumbent duty to imitate the liberality of our high-pricfl, and the 
more foas I am perfuaded there are now many perfons as much attached to lireracure, and as ansxioufly cdefi- 
rous of obtaining knowledge, as was that prince in his day. 


No. I. B King 


vi THE PREPACE OF .JOSE PH US. 


King Ptolemy, indeed, did not obtain all our writings: thofe only which related 2 the-Law were pre- 
fented to him by the i interpreters at Alexandria; whereas the fubjeéls comprifed in the Sacred Writings are 
innumerable, fince they contain the Bory of near four thoufand years; an hiftory replete with furprifing 
events, refpe€ting the various fortunes of war, the glorious atchievements of heroes, and the extraordinary 
revolutions of flates. ai : : 


In fine, thofe who pertfe this Hiftory will difcover that ations pioufly defigned will terminate profpe- 
roufly, and that future blifs will be the ultimate reward of prefent obedience to the Divine will; fo that, on 
the contrary, fuch as deviate from thofe commands, will be fruftrated in their defigns and expectations, 
which, though they may prefent to-the view the moft pleafing profpedis, will end in irreparable calamity. 


Thofe, therefore, who may be difpeied to read this Work, are exhorted to raife their minds to the con- 
templation of the Deity, that they may be enabled to conforin themfelves to his Divine will, and examine 
whether our great Legiflator has {poken of his nature, defcribed his works in general, and origin of things in 
particular, with a dignity becoming fo exalted a theme, and whether hé has, in his narrative, avoided thofe 
fidtions evident in ali other writings. The antiquity of his Hiftory might have fecured him from deteétion, 
‘for he lived near two thoufand years ago, [that is, near 2c00 years before the time of Fofephis], a period fo 
‘diftant that the poets dare not refer to it the gencalogy of their gods, or trace from it the ations of any of 
the heroes they have laboured to perpetuate. In the profecution of my defign, I fhall relate circumftances 
minutely; as tothe order and timé in which they occurred. In aword, it fhall by my undeviating plan to be | 
genuine without prolixity, faithful without precifion, and concife without retrenchment. . . 


As the principal fubje€ts of our Woik depend on the information we derive from. Mofes, our great Law- 
giver, it appears neceffary to premife fome things concerning him, leftany thould be furprifed, that a a Work, . 
whicly promifes an-account of the religion, laws, conftitution, and hiftorical events of the Jewifh Nation, 
fhould contain fo much philofophy and natural hiftory. 


Tt is, therefore, to be underftood, that Mofes lays it down as effeniially neceffary for that man who would 
live virtuoufly himfelf, or prefcribe rules for regulating the conduct of others, to be well acquainted with 
the attributes of the Divine Being; and having eruly contemplated all his works, both as to their operations 
and effects, and thereby traced his power and goodnefs, to endeavour, as far as inhim lies, to imitate his per- 
fe€tions as the grand example in all things, "Without this knowledge of the Divine Actribures, and the Di- 
vine Power and Goodnefs, as difplayed in the Works of Creation and Providence, as well as endeavours to - 
imitate the Divine Perfection, neither can the Legiflator be qualified in himfeif, nor can his writings conduce 
to the promotion of knowledge or virtuc, Fle wifely confidered that God, the common Parent and Lord of 
the Univerfe, fees all things, and diftributes rewards and punifhments according as men obey or deviate 
from lis facred commands. Mofes, therefore, in the eftablifament of this grand and important doétrine, 
-did not follow the example of other legiflators, whofe codes were mere contracts between man and man, but 
raifed the minds of the people he wasto inftruct to the knowledge of God, the Univerfal Creator. He taught 
them that Man was the nobleft of all his works, and that his true dignity and excellence confilted in imi- 
tating his perfections. 7 5 


x 


Having thus wifely rendered him fubfervient to God, he foon inculcated in their minds thofe focial obli- 
gations which refpeéied one another. ‘They became obedient, not froma principle’of fear, but pity; not 
from conttraint, but conviftion. Other legiflators, under the influence of traditionary fables, afcribe, as 
attributes to their fictitious deities, the moft enormous vices of which human creatures can be capable, and 
by that means, inftead of fupprefling, countenanced the moft flagitiouscrimes. But our excellent Law- 
giver, having premifed thatthe Divine Being is the center and perfection of virtue, infers, asa neceflary 
confequence, that it isthe incumbent duty, as well as the higheft excellence, of man, as a rational creature, to 
afpire to an imitation of his bright original; while he denounces the fevereft judgments on fuch as reject 
thefe important doétrines. 


By this teft ic ismy earneft defire that my Works may be proved, confcious that nothing will be found 
therein derogatory to the dignity of the Supreme Being, or contrary to his gracious defigns towards men; but 
that, on the other hand, they will appear a difplay of his perfeftions, and a comment on his benevolence, as, 
well as demonftrate that all things are difpofed in exact conformity to the laws of univerfal nature, and prin- 
ciples of the fublimeft rectitude. 


Thefe grand points Mofes has amply difcuffed. Where it isrequifite his language is plain and explicie ; 
in other parts his narrative abounds with allegorical figures, to inveftigate which requires the aid of philofo- 
phical difquifition. But difmiffing this fubje& forthe prefent, I fhallapply myfelf to the Work Ihave under- 
taken, and begin with the Creation of the World. 


: FLAVIUS 
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FLAVIUS FOSEPHUS 


ON 


THE 


ANTIQUITIES 


oF 


THE 


JE WwW & 





BOG oO K 


I. 


From the Creation of the World to the Death of IMfaac. 


[Containing a Period of more than Two Thoufind Years.] 


CHAP. I. 


The Creation of the World in fix days, with the diffi 
operations of each day. Man's fuperiority in the rank 
of creation. The formation of woman, and ber in- 
troduétion as a companion to Adam. Subtlety of the 
Serpent. Fall of our firft parents. Denunetation of 
God's judgments. Their expulfion from Paradife. 


N the origin of the univerfe God, the omnipotent 
Jehovah, created the heaven and the earth; but 
the latter being enveloped in impenetrable dark- 
nels, God pronounced the Almighty fet; light 

immediately fhone forth, and, to diftinguifh the 
light from the darknefs, he called theone day, and the 
other wight. ‘The firftvappearance of light he named 
marking, and the time of it’s departure, evening. This 
was the firft day, or this was the efpecial work of the 
firft day, which, by Mofes, is emphatically termed 
cue day. 
On the fecond day God formed the firmament, 
feontPar. Axed it above all things, feparated it from thegrofler 
particles of earth, and endowed it with a quality 
moift and humid, that the earth might be rendered 
fruitful by fhowers. 

On thethird day he divided the land and waters 

* from each other, and brought forth the vegetable 
fyitem in allic’s beauty and variety. 

On-the fourth day he enlightened the heaven with 

y the fun, the moon, and the ftars, appointing their 
vicifficudes and regular courfes, that the revolving 
feafons might be thereby diflinguifhed. 

On the fitth day he created, and appropriated to 

their refpective elements, the inhabizants of the air 
-and the waters, and endowed them with the faculty 
of propagation. . 
dnthe fixth day he created all quadrupeds, or four- 
foored animals, under the diftinétion of male and fe- 
male; and on the fame day he formed the nobick of , 
all his works, Adez. 
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(a) When Jofephus fpeais of. Mofes writing philofophically, 
itis probable he meant no more than that Maofes chofe to de- 
ferike particularly the formation of man, andto inform us that 
his coryoreal frame, like that of other animals, was fafhianed 
Solely from the earth ; Luc tha: hts fond, cr thinking principle, 


was not an indingt Gmmilar tu theirs, bat adivine fpirit preceed- | 





‘Hebrew language the general word by which a wo- 


we f 


Thus we are to underftand, according to the Mo- 
faic account, thatin thele fix days the world and all 
things therein were created, and that on the feventh 
day God refled, and ceated iron his work. On 
that day, theretore, we dctilt dromdabour, and term 
it Sabbath, which, in the kicbrew language, lignifies 
refi. 

Moles, having thus given agencral defcription of 
the creation, proceeds to aphilofophical (e) ditquili- 
tion of the formation of man in particular, in terms 
to this amount: God framed man of the ime or 
duft of the earth, and infufed into him fpirit, or 
life, or foul. ‘Lhis being man was called Adem, (2) 
implying, in the kicbrew language, red, becaule he 
was formed of the purelt and richetl kind of earth, 
which is of char colour. 

As the frtk inflance of man’s fuperiority in the 
rank of creation, the Univertal Parent prefented to 
Adam ali kinds of livings creatures he had formed, 
both male and temale,; to which he gave difting ap- 44™ 4, 
pellations, according to their reipective fpecies and iiig creas 
natures. tuts, 

Bucas the fituation of Adam, contrary to that of 
the animal creation in general, was deloiate and for- 
lern without an helpmate, whofe focicty mighe con- 
tribute to his felicity, the beneficent Creator was 
pleafed toon to throw him into a found feep, take 
outonce of his ribs, and form thereof a weman, who 
being prefented to him, was gratetully acknowledged 
as a partner bountifully granted for his folace and 
comfort, and admitted as part of himilelf In the 


Orivin of 
Mankind, 








an is dift ithed, is fee; bucthis woman beine 62m" 
man_iis diftinguifhed, is Ge; but this woman being stormed, ang 


the firft, was termed 220.7, 1. e. Phe Mother of all. why called 
Mofes then recices an account of the plaatation of #* 

a garden in the eat (afterwards called Paradife) 

abounding wich all kind of vegetables, and repre- 

fenting, in particular, @ free of Life, end @ tree of 

knowlelge, by means of which good and evil were to 

be diftinguifhed. In this Varadife the Almighty Paradis 
pPlagted, 

















ing frem God himfif, and thérefore man is (aid to be made 
in the image ef Ged. 
(6) Adam, or Mdom, fignifies Red; and hence: fume have 


fuppofed that Mofes gives the hiflory of the origin ef the red 
e 


-ordair parte of the human race, and chat they became after 


wads /acvay, or blact, as they emigrated intu hotter climates. 


placed 
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placed Adam and Eve, with orders to attend to the 
cultivation of its various plants. This garden was 
watered by a river, which, furrounding its whole 
circumference, divided itlelf intofour channels. The 
firft current, calied Phi/on, (ignitying abundance, or 
a multitude,) flowing through india, falls into the 
ocean, and is, by theGreeks, called Ganges. The fe~ 
cond, called Luphrates, and, in Hebrew, Phora, (1.¢. 
difperfion, or flower), and the third, called Tigris, or 
Diglath, (i. e. zarrow rapid,) both run into the Red 


‘The four Sea (a). Gihon, which takes its courle through 
Yaradite, Egypt, fignifies, in Hebrew, rifing from the eaft, but 


is called, by the Greeks, Nilus. 

The bountiful Parent of univerfal nature gave full 
permiffion to Adam and Eve to eat of the fruit of all 
the plants in this celeftial fpot, the ¢ree of knowledge 
excepted; from which they were commanded to ab- 
ftain on the feverelt penalty, inevitable death. Hi- 
therto there was one common language (4) among 
animals in general, andthey were focial in their difpo- 
Girions; but the serpent being in habits of familiaricy 
with Adam and Eve, and envying the felicity they 
enjoyed while obcdienttothe Divine command, plot- 
ted to allure them from their innocence, and feduce 
them to difobedience of their Creator’s command. 
To effeét this infernal defign he firft accoited the 
woman, urging her to taite the forbidden fruit, and 
affuring her, that fhe fhould not only be exempt from 
the penalty denounced, but (to tamper with her 
pride) told her, that, as in it Jay the faculty of dil- 
cerning divers good and evil, by fo doing, both 
herfelf and her hufband would become more exalted 
beings, and even rival the Creator himfelf in know- 
ledge and happinefs. co ; 

The mother of all, enfnared by his wiles, facrifi- 
ced her duty, negle¢ted the facred injunction, tatted, 


The ferpent 
allures the 
woman. 


Gen. iti. . . ‘* ese : : 
Fallot and being delighted with the fruit, enticed her hul- 
Adamand band to participate in her crime. No longer fhielded 
Eve atid by innocencefrom shame, they faw each others naked- 


hefs, were confounded at the fight, covered them- 
felves with aprons made of fig-leaves, and fancied 
themfelves happier in difcovering that by their guilr, 
which innocence had veiled from their knowledge. 

Whenthe Almighty appeared inthe garden, Adam, 
who before was accuftomed to familiar intercourfe 
with his Creator, fhrunkfromhis prefence, appalled 
by conf{cious guilt. When demanded to affign the 
caufe of his thus attempting ‘to feclude himfelt from 
2 prefence which had hitherto contticuted his jupreme 
felicicy, he ftood confounded, mute, and motionleis. 
But the Almighty expreffed his willto the following 
effect. ‘“* I had provided the means whereby you 
* might have infured your happinets, lived free from 
“labour, folicicude, or pain: all bountiful nature, 
“¢ under theinfluence of my providence, fhould have 
* fupplied your every want: you would have been 
“exempt trom difeale and death its rueful effects 
“* even blils eternal would have been your lot: but 
“* you have difobeyed my facred command, and your 
“© iilence ig an argument, not of your reverence, but 
“ confcious guilt.” The fallen creature attempted 
to palliate his crime, and pleaded, in excufe, the per- 
fuafion of the woman, by whom he had been induced 
thus flagrantly to offend. Eve again fought to ex- 
culpate herfelf, alledging that fhe had been beguiled 
by the fubtlety of the ferpent. 

Vhe Almighty included them all under the awful 
Curfe en- fentence of his juft indignation. Fle declared to 
tailed on = Adam, that, as he had{uffered himfelf'to be prevail- 
mankind» ect onto tranigreis by the counfel of the woman, he 
‘rhe eraund Was configned to labour to procure thofe neceffaries 
tobeculti- of life, which, in a {tate of innocence, nature would 
petit have fpontaneoufly beftowed; nay, that his hardeit 
atbour, 2 . : . 

toil, and mott fanguine expectations, fhould be fre- 
quently fruttrated. Eve was fubjected to the pain 
and peril of child-bearing, for being allured by the 


quences ote 
tending it. 





(a) By the Red-Sea is not meant the Arabian Gulph, which 
alone wecall by that name, butall that South Sea, which included 
the Red-Sea and the Perfian Gulph, as far as the Eaft-Indies. 

(4) Itappears from hence, that Jofephus thought feveral of 
the brute animals, befidcs the ferpent, could fpeak before the 
fall. ‘There isno doubt but the prefentis not the original ftate 
of the ferpent, and that their capacities have heretofore been 
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! temptation ofthe ferpent, and then feducing and in- 


volving her hufband in extreme calamity. The fer- 

pent was deprived of the power of tpeech, and, tor 

his malignity, fentenced to bear poiion about him asan 
emblem of that enmity which fhould tubfitt berween 

him and the human race, tor which the Almighty 
predicted they fhould bruile his head, becauie therein 

Jay his power againtt them, and thereon blows prove The ferpent 
mortal. Ide was alfo deprived ct his feet, and doom- deprived or 
ed to téail his body on the ground in the mott abject * ft 
manner, for having been the inftrumental caule of 

that ground being accurfed. Hfaving thus denoun- 

ced thele feveral judgmentson the delinguents, as re- 
fpective objects of his diftributive juftice, the Al- 
mighty, as a confirmation of his awful difpleafure, ‘Adsin ana 
expelled the guilty pair from the terreftrial Paradife, Eveexpelisa 
as they were no longerdeemed inhabitants worthy the ‘tem Para 
realms of pure and uncorrupted blifs. ites 


CHAP. I. 


Sacrifices of Cainand Abel. Murder of Abel. Banifoment 
of Cain. Cain theinventor of weights and meafures, 
and the firft enclofer of greund. Building of Enos, the 

rft city. ~ Invention of innfic, by Fubal. — Of brafs and 
tron work, by Tubal Cain. Seth and bis fous the firf 
aftronomers. Pillars of Seth. 


HE firft children of our firft Parents were Cain 
and Abel. The name of the firft implies 
poffefion, that of the latter, affiGtion or forrow. 1 hey 
had alfo three daughters. “The difpdftions of the 
brothers were as diflerene as their occupations and 
employments. Abel, the younger, conicious of the 
Divine Omniprefence and Omnitcience, was actuated 
by principles of inflexible juitice, and fteadily pur- - 
fued the paths of virtue, in all the innocent fimphi- 
city of a fhepherd’s folitary life, 

Cain, on the contrary, was wicked in the extreine, 
and wholly addicted to the acquifition of protic. He 
invented the ule of the plough; but the advantages 
he reaped from the cultivation of the earth increafcd 
his avarice, ancd-excitecl his jealoufy and refentment 
tofuchadegreeas to be produclive of the firft murder, 
even the murder of his brother. 

Having mutually agreed to offer facrifice to the 
Almighty, Cain, according to the nature ct his vo- 
cation, offered the produce of agriculture, while 
A.bel’s oblation confifted of the milk of his herds, 
and the firitlings of his Hock, The Deity preferred 
the latter (c) facrifice as the imple fpontaneous pro- 
duction of nature, while the former appeared as the 
effect of laboriousavarice, and the refult of interefted 
principle, ‘Chis excited the indignaticn of Cain, who, 
to glut his revenge, flew his brother, and having 
concealed his body, thought the murder would et- 
cape detection. But no icheme could evade the eye 
of Omnitcience: the Almighty demanded of Cain 
the cause of his brother’s abtence tor feveral days, 
as heretofore they had been conttan: affociates. Sen- 
fible of the enormity of his crime, and being at a lofs 
for areply, after fome helitation, he faid he had not 
feen him; but when God urged him to an explicit 
anf{wer, he prefumptuoufly replied, that he was nei- 
ther his brother’s keeper, nor bound to intereft him- 
feif in hisconcerns. The murder was then brought 
home to the criminal, and his plea of ignorance to- 
tally obviated, by a pofitive charge of his having been 
the perpetrator of his brother’s death. 

This circumitance, heinous as it was in itfelf, 
afforded an opportunity for the difplay of what is 
juitly termed the darling attribute of the Deity, 
mercy; for, upon the offender’s offering facrifice, and 
imploring a mitigation of his punifhment, he was 
permitted to live. But, to fix a ftigma on the moft 


Sacrifices of 
Cain and 
Abel. 


’ 


Crin flays 
his brother 
Abel. 


Denies 
having mur- 
dered bin. 





much more dittinguifhed than what we can at this time difcover, 
(¢) St. John’s reafon why God accepted the facrifice of Abe}, 
and rejeéted that of Cain, and alfo why Cain flew Abel, is this, 
becaufe Cain wasthe evil one, and flew his brother; and where- 
fore flew he him? ‘* Becaufe his own works were evil, and his 
brother’s righteous.” 1 Epift, John, chap. iii. verfe 12. 
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enormous of crimes he and his pofterity (2), to the 
feventh generation, were pronounced accurled ; and 
both him and his wife were expelled from their na- 
tive regions but exprefling an apprehentfion that his 
criminality would expoie him to the ravages of the 
brute creacion, God was plealed to fet a vilible mark 
upon him, asatoken of protection, and then difmilled 
him to wander on the tace of the earth. 7 
Cain, and his wite, having traverled a vatt {pace of 
land, fixed their abede at Nais, (by fome called Naid, 
and by others Nod), where his tamily confidcrably 
increaled. Far from being retormed by the chatlile- 
ment of his Creator, his depravity became more ap- 
parent in the gratification of the mott fordid delires, 
in atsot cruelty and rapine, and in fetting anexample 
which had the moft banetul influence on the conduct 
of others. . 

He deftroyed the honeft fimplicity which had pre- 
vailed in thole days in mutual concerns between man 
and man, by the invention of weights and mealures, 
which opened an ample field tor the practice of fraud, 
to the exclufion of all fincerity ‘and pluin dealing. As 
his ambition was equal to his avarice, he frit encloied 
lands, built the firit city; and having furrounded it 
with walls, andtortificdit with a rampart, obliged his 
tamily and dependants to dwell within its bounds. 

This city he called Enos, (or Enoch), from the name 


Czin’s ba- 
nubnient. 


Cain ts not 
jnproved by 
thefe chaf- 
tilcments. 
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Cain. 


Enoch the 


mttety. of his eldelt fon. Lrad was the fon of Enoch, from 

whom defcended Mahujacl, whofe Jon was Nicthu- 

fael, the father of Lamech, who had feventy-ieven 

children by two wives, ZeHahand Adah.  jabel, the 

jon of Adah, firft ercéted tents, and followed the 

abut age pattoral lite. Jubal, his brother, applicd himielt to 

prot oe the dtudy of found, and, upon organical or mutical 
suntic. principles, invented the pfaltery and harp. 

‘Labal, fon of Lamech, by his other wife, Zellah, 

corinne ine WaS Celebrated for his firength and fkill in martial 





Pa 


exercifes. Le firftinvented the art of forging; and 
by thele qualifications united, acquired great riclics. 
Lamech had alfoa daughter, called Naamah. 

Lamech being aman of underitanding, and fenfible 
of the curfe entailed on the potlerity of Cain, tor the 
heinous crime of fratricide, communicated the par- 
ticulars of that fatal event to both his wives. During 
the life of Adam, the immediate cdefcendants of Cain. 
were notorioufly profligate, and, through force of 
example, inclined to crucity and rapine. If any of 
them refrained from the enormous fin of murder, they 
invaded the property of other men without the leait 
remorie, and were continually offering outrages to 
all around them. 

But Adam, our firft parent, (as we muft recur to 
him), after the death of Abel, and the Aight of Cain, 
was extiemely fulicitous for peopling the world, and 
theretore very defirous of children. Fle was then one 
: hundred and thirty years of age, to which having ad- 
2h, ded eight hundred years, he paid the debt of human 
mature, as ihe penalty incurred by his Hril cranigret- 
fien, having, in thatinterval, had aconfidcrable pro- 
geny (9), ameongit whom was ain called Seth. 

This lath mentioned of the tonnediate defcendants 
or Adam, was a character worthy cf notice and imi- 
V tation. Being trained by his rather to the practice 
of virtue from his earlielt years, he followed the ex- 
ample of his parent in the education ot his own 
chudren, who fo far profited thereby, as to pafs 
through life with tranquillity (c), and render their 
memories severed by their furvivors. By contempia- 
ting the power of the Divine Being, as manifelted in, 
its Various operations, they acquired the fcience of 
altronomy, or knowledge of the heavenly bodies. 

Lei? posterity fhoujd lofe the benefit of their in- 
vention (as Adam had prediéted that the world 
dhould be deftroyed-at two diftinét periods, the firlt 
uy water, the lait by fire) they crected two itupen- 
gous pillars, the one of brick, and the other of ttone, 
and engraved upon each a particular account ot their 
dilcoveries, in order that, if that of brick fhould be 





ther or pro 
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(a) Of this punishment of Coin in the feventh generation, 
avacthe mark fecen him and his pofleritvy, the Iteral accom- 
pliflment of it will be fully dhewa in a fubfequent part of ihe 
werk, 

(6) The nomber of Adam’s children, as fays the eld tradi- 
ton, wae thirty-three fons, and twenty-three dzughters. 

NO. 1. 





ANTIQUITIES of 


THe JEWS. y 


fwept away by the violence of the waters, that of 
ftone might remain, and thereby preterve the interip- 


tion for the information of pottericy, ‘The former i ¢. apes 
was [wept away by the deluge, but the itone pillar felis. ae 


is to beicen inthe land of Syriato this day. 
CHAP. Il. 


General depravity of mankind. Confequences thereof. 
7. : > Es Cs ps ~ 

Departure of Nowb into cuether land. Confivuciion of 
the ark for the prefirvaiion of Neah and bis family. 
The deluge. Noab facrifices to the Alinighty for brs 


deliverance. Llis oblation is accepted, and his request 
granted. The rainbow fixed in the fey as a token that 


the earth will uot again be defireyedby water. Noab’s 
age, Se. Ge. 


URING feven generations the defcendants of 
Seth continued to imicate the virtuous example 
o1 their pious progenitors, influenced by a due venc- 
ration forthe majeity of their Supreme Creator, anc 
afacred regard tor his divineinilitucions; but, in pro- 
cels of time, they became degenerate, and negligenc of 
their dury co God, as well as of all focial and moral 
obligations. ‘he profligacy of thele people now be- 
came as notorious as their piety had been eminent, in- 
femuch, chat they jufily incenfed the dilpleaiure of 
an incenfed Deity. Many of the angels, (by Moles 
called the fons ot God), fo denominated for their fin- ; 
gular piety and virtue, Intermarrying promifcuoufly, . 
brought jorth an hardy race, confidence of their Joferhusy 
{lrength, boldin their crimes, andrefembling, in acts Gilet by 
of outrage, the giants mentioned by the fabulilts of jonsorGed. 
Greece. “Noah, who retained his integrity, and was 
fhocked to behold the general depravity, expoitulated 
with them on the enormity of their crimes, and car- 
nellly reprefented the neceflity of a reformation: but 
finding all his admonitions inefeévual, and chac they 
were devoted to the moftimpious purluirs, he deem- 
ed it expedienc to retire, with his family, trom a 
place in which he had reafon ro imagine he fhould 
be continually expoted to the cruelty and raping of 
its abandoned inhabitants. 

The unexampled piety of Noah fecured him the 
favour of an approving God, who now determined to 
wreak his vengeance on the whole human race, and 
exterminate from the face of the earth all creatures in 
general, in order to produce a virtuous generition, 
the period of whofe lives fhould be Limited to the gan ar hue 
{pace of 120 years. man lite 

Previous to the execution of this, which was to 1429" 
take place in a general inundazion, God fuggeiled to 
Woah the means of fatety; fo chat, in confarniicy to 
the Divine intimation, he ceufed anark co be built, Nesh'sak. 
confilting of four ftorics, three hundred cubits in 
length, fiity in breadth, and thircy in heighth. 

Jnto this ark, or providential afylum, Noah enter- 
ed, together with his family; and having provided 
all things necedfary for their futtenance, took with 
him feyven ccuples of fome kinds of animals, and ac 
leat arnale and female ofall, in order to preferve a 
remnant of each fpecies tor the ufe of future genera- 
tions. Vhis ark was conitruéted on fuch a plan, as 
to be at once impenetrable and impregnable, and 
therefore fecure from theattack of the mott vielent 
furge, or boitterous f{torm. 

Thus was Noah (who may be termed the fecond 
father of mankind) wondertully preferved, with his 
houfhold, by the interpofition cf Providence, trom 
the ravages of a deluge, in which were involved a 
guilty race, as a memento of Divine indignation. 
Woah, by lineal defeent, was the tenth trom Adam, 
the regular fucceffion being Adam, Seth, nos, 
Cainan, Mahalalec], Jarod, J¢noch, Methulelah, Lc- 
mech, and Noah. . 

The deluge (a) happened in the fix hundredth year 
of Noah, and in the fecond month, which, by the 
Macedonians, is called ius, and, by the Hebrews, he actuge. 
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(ce) What is here faid cf Seth and his pefterity, that they 
were good und virtuour, and atthe fame time very happy, with- 
out any contidentble misfortune, is exactly agreeable tu the ftate 
of the world, and the conduét of Providence, inall the frit aces. 

(¢) Jolephus here truly determines that the year, at the 
time cf ine flocd, began about the autumnal eqinox. 

* 


Cc (who 





ro ANTIQUITIES or 
(who followed theEgyptian chronology ),Marfomane, 
or Marfuane. Moles confidered Nilan, or, as it is 

Sia called by the Macedonians, Xanthicus, as the firlt 

jn api” Month, and enjoined the obfervance of it in all reli- 

withus. gious matters, becaufe in that month he delivered 


the Lfraelites rrom Egyptian bondage; but with re- 
fpeét to civil concerns in general, heobierved the an- 
tient calculation, beginning, the year with December. 
According to the Motaic account, the deluge began 
the feventeenth day of the fecond month, in the year 
1656, from the creation of Adam; and the facred 
Gen.v.from Chronology is held moit minute and authentic. 
ver.3.tothe = From thence it is deducible that, at the birth of 


ne Seth, Adam was 130 years old, and that he lived 
930 years. Seth, about theageof 105, had Enos, who, 
atter living 905 year's, lett the management of his af- 
fairs to his fon Cainan. He lived gio years, leaving 
a fon, called Mahalaléel, to whom was born Jared. 
Jared was the father of Enoch, and lived 962 years. 
Enoch, when he had lived 365 years, wastranflated, 
Gen: 5+ ortaken up, into heaven, by an exertion ot Divine 
Enoch's power: his death, theretcre, hath not been recorded 
deathis not by any hiftorian. Jinoch hada fon named Methu- 
nae felah, who Jeft to his fon Lamech the auchority he 
Writ, had held during his lite. Lamech, having governed 


Gen. vii. 4. 777 Years, was fucceeded by hisfon Noah. 

In theie fucceffions, the births, rather than the 
deaths, of thefe men, are to be adhered to; tor cthey 
lived to fee many fucceeding generations. 

The Almighty, atthe appointed time, caufed tor- 
rents of water to tall upon the earth, in iuch rapid 
and ceafeleis fucceflion, for the {pace of torty days, 
that the moft elevated parts were overwhelmed, to 
the depth of fifteen cubits; fo that the guilty inhabi- 
tants were deprived of the power of Hight, and of 
courte involved in the general calamity. ‘Vhe rain 

Gen, viii. t. ceafing gradually, the waters decreaicd in proportion, 
and, atthe expiration of an hundred and fifty days, 
onthe 17th day of the feventh month, the ark being 
lodged upon the fummit of a mountain in Armenia, 
Noah opened a window, and perceiving certain {pots 

Nosh fenas Of dry land, contoled himiele with the hope of a 

oah fends - : 

araven out 1peedy deliverance. On the gradual decreale ot the 

of the ark, waters, Noah fent forth a raven, to difcover if the 

eho seuens inundation had io far fubfided, that they might de- 

ue feend trom the ark with fecurity,; but the winged 
meffenger finding no place whercon to perch, ioon 
returned to itsalylum, theark. 

After an interval of feven days, he let fly a dove, 
on the fame embaifly as the raven, but wich differenc 
fuccefs in the event, for fhe returned with an olive 
branch, by which token Noah was happily afiured 
that the inundation was no more. Deeming it ex- 
pedient to wait ftill feven days, he dilimifléd all the 
living creatures, and followed with his wife and fa- 

Nosh quits mily; and having firft offered oblations to their all- 

thearksand gracious dclivercr, enjoyed thofe focial bleflings 
od. = Which they owed to his wonderful interpoficion. 

‘Che Armenians call the fpot on which the ark 
refled at the defcent of Noah, pedaterion (a), figni- 
fying an exic or coming outs; and the inhabitants 
fhew {ome remains of that ftupendous fabrick, 
which they have preferved to this day. 

Various Pagan hittorians have lett their teftimonies 
of chis general deluge, and the ark in which the feleé& 
jew were secured trom inundation. Berofus, the 
Chaldean, writes, ** That fome tragments of this veffel 

a. are ftill co be feen in the mountains of the Cor- 
Tetimonies ¢¢ dV aeans, in Armenia; and that many of them carry 
of other aus 6. 7 J roa 7 os : " : a i 

thors. off pieces of the pitch, which cloled its feams, as 
** charms againit enchantment.” Hieronymus, the 
Lgyptian, in his Antiquities of the Phoenicians, 
fpeaks to the fame purport, as do many others. 
But Nicolaus, of Damatcus, informs us more expli- 
citly, ‘* That above the province of Minyas, in Ar- 
““menia, there is a certain ttupendous mountain 
““named Baris, to which, it is reported, that many 

** flying at the time of the deluge, by that means e1- 

** caped; and that a man was borne on an ark to the 

** fummit of that mountain; andthat fome fragments 

** of the materials, of which the ark was compoied, 

“remain there to this day.” He adds, “* This, 





(a) This Apobaterion, or place of detcent, is the proper ren- 
dering of the Armeniun name of this very place. It is a lafting 
monument of the prefervation of Nosh in the ark upon the top 


JEWS: 


** probably, is the rhan alluded 
** legiflacor of the Jews.” i 

Noah, aj:prehenfive thatthe Almighty had decreed 
the utter extirpation of the human race, and there- 
tore dreading an annual return of the food, having 
offered facrifice to the offended Deity, moft humbly Sen.vitize 
befought him that hereafter he would maintain the Nosh ‘ep. 
tormer order of things, nor again wreak his vengeance nedrener 
on mankind in the fame manner, by devoting al] theearhns 
things exifting to one commondettruccion; but thar, ™** 
having configned the difobedient to due punifhmenz, 
he would extend his benevolence to thofe who had 
hitherto been the objects of his favourable regard, 
otherwife their ftate would be more defperate than 
that of thofe who had perifhed by one deluge, in 
being referved as victims to another, after having 
fhuddered at being witneffes to fo tremendous an 
event. 

He thenimplored the Almighty to accept the obla- 
tion offered, and avert his judgments from the earth, 
that he and his pofterity, applying themfelves to the 
cultivation of the ground, and building of cities, 
might be gracioufly permitted to enjoy the fruits ot 
their labours to a good old age, as their progenitors 
had done before the deluge. 

Noah having thus prefented his fupplications- to Goa hears 
the bountiful Father of the Univerfe, he was pleafed, Neah's 
from an approbation of his integrity, to grant his re- Prey¢r- 
gueft, intimating, at the fame-time, thac thofe who 
perifhed died for their own difobedience, and not 
through his will, as che author of their deftruction. 

He then confoled him with thefe foothing expref- 

fions. “SI gave noc life with a defign to deltroy it; 

“ bue their crimes were fo atrocious, that l was com- 

** belled to exterminate them. J am not, however, 

‘© inexorable: your interceflion fhall prevail with me 

“to abate of the rigour of their chaftifermenr; nor 

“¢ will I involve them in another deluge; but it is yptayfue 
** my pofitive command that ye abftain from mur- nef of thed. 
“der, and inflié the tevereit punifhments on delin- ding humea 
“ guents in that particular, as highly offenfive to the 

** Majefty of heaven. All living creatures are at 

* your own difpofal, as lords of the creation, whe- 

“ ther of the land, the water, or theair. I enjoin you 

* only toabitain trom their blood; for in that con- 

“* fitteth their life. It is, therefore, prohibited by qne raine 
“* my efpecialcommand; andto free you from appre- bew a fecx- 
“ henfion of a future deluge, I fix my bow in the SY fem 
“ fkies, as a token that the world fhall be no more jive, Gen. 
*© deftroyed by water.” Since that time the rainbow ix. 13. 
has been confidered asthe facred bow of the Creator 

of the Univerte. 

Noah: continued in a ftate of tranquillity 250 years 
after the flood, and then concluded a life of which 
the extent was 950 years. In forming a compariton 
between the longevity of the ancients, or antedilu- 
vians, and the narrow ipan of cur prefent lives, there 
is no reafonable argument to invalidate what I have 
advanced on that iubject, fince it by no means fol- 
lows that, becaufe human life is now abridged, it was 
not protracted in the days of our progenitors. Be- 
fides, in thole early times a purer air, greater fimpli-~ 
city of manners, and, above all, much greater tem- 
perance, mutt effentially have contributed to its pro- 
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Noah's age. 


Caufes of 


: wo the longe- 
Jongation. It was alfo neceffary that the term of life shy ot he 
fhould be thus extended, in order to bring to per-~ aniedi- 


tection the iciences of geometry and aftronomy, ‘#"* 


which could not be attained but by intenfe applica- 
tion during a long feries of time, as the great period, 
or grand revolution of the planets, is accounted a 
fpace of fix hundred years. In confirmation of what 
LT have advanced concerning the longevity of the an- 
tediluvians, I could produce the concurring tettimo- 
nies of all the ancient hiftorians, whether Greeks 
or barbarians; as Manetho, in his Egyptian, and 
Berofus, in his Chaldean, Fitftory; Hieronymus, the 
Egyptian, who, as well as Mochus Heftraeus, wrote 
the Hiftory of Pheenicia. Helfiod, Hecarzeus, Hel- 
lanicus, Acufilaus, Eporus, and Nicolaus, feverally 
admit, that many of the antients Hved to the age of 
a thoutand ycars. Neverthelefs, I fubmit what Ihave 
related to shejadenent of the reader. 





‘of that mounzain at whofe foot itwas built, and where the firlt 
city or town was erected after the flood. 
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Poox 1: 
CHEAP. IV. 


The pofterity of Noah commanded to people the earth, 
and form colonies in different parts. They negleé? the 
Divine injuntion. Undertake the building of the tower 
of Babel at the inftigation of Nimred. ‘The confufion 
of tongues. Sybil’s defeription of the demolition of the 


tower. 





HIE firft of rhe human race, who defcended from 
. the mountains to the plains after the rremend- 
ous inundation, were the three fons of Noah,. Shem, 
Ham, and Japhet, born about one hundred years be- 
fore that memorable event. The remainder of his 
family, who, apprehenfive of a fecond deluge, had 
ttaid behind, animated by their example, at length 
defcended and. joined them; and the {pot on which 
they firlt fixed theirabode was called Shinar, or Senaar. 
From che vait increale of population, they were 
: commanded by the Almighty to difperie themtelves, 
Potterity of z re . pc aaieene 
Naf com- and form diftinét colonies in different parts of the 
manded t© earth, not only co prevent thofe diffentions which 
inherit the myiohe arife fron» their continuance in a promifcous 
on body, bue that they might extend the cultivation, 
and reap a more abundant harvelt from their Jabours. 
Such, however, was their ignorance and obftinacy, 
that they neglected the mandate of the Almighty, and 
duffered condign punifhment through the infliction 
of great calamities. Yet, as thqir numbers continued 
to increaie, God was pleafed to repeat and enforce 
his command as to their dilperfion and formation of 
colonies; but thofe perverfe mortals, vainly attrt- 
buting their pofleéfions to the acquifition of their 
‘combined ftrength, and not to the beneficence of an 
all-bountiful Creator, perfitted in their difobedience, 
by not paying any attention to the Divine command. 
They were incited to this conrumacious dilobedi- 
ence of the facred injunélion by Nimrod, (or, as he 
Nimed af- jg called inthe Greek, Nabrod), the grandfonot Ham, 
eras one of the fons of Noah. This Nimrod, who was. 
theret. remarkable for bodily flrength, and intrepidity of 
mind, fuggefted to them, that their flourifhing con- 
dition was not the effect of providential bleffings, but 
oftheir own power and wildom. By thefe means he 
introduced a tyrannical government, and, to confirm 
himielf in theiame, by gaining their confidence as a 
fuppofed protector, perfuaded them toa vain belier, 
thar if they fhould be alarmed by the apprehenfion 
of a deluge, he would undertake to detend them 
from its ravages, by ereéting a tower of fuch_in- 
acceffible heighth, as to brave the violence of the 
flood, and fecure them from the poffibility of dan- 
ger. 
: Prevailed upon by the fallacious pretenfions of 
i this prefumptuous demagegue, the credulous multi- 
i tude were inclined to think that obedience to the 
Divine commands was an jnftance of pufillanimity, 
and therefore applied themielves moft affiduoufly to 
their new concerted project of building this tower. 
From the great numbers employed in the work, and 
the alacrity with which they purfued it, in a fhort 
time it was raifed to a ftupendous height; but fuch 
was the amazing thicknels, chat the elevation feemed 
diminithed to the view of the fpectator. The fides 
were compoied of burnt brick, cemented with a bi- 
tuminous mortar, to prevent the admiffion of water. 
Though their madnets and prefumption were thus 
flagrancly offenfive to the Almighty, fuch was his 
benevolence, notwithttanding his late example of 
vengeanee, that he condemned them not to a ge- 
neral extirpation, but, by changing their,tongues, 
cauted fuch a diverfity of language amongit them, 
as to render them totally unintelligible to each other. 
The [pot in which this tower was ereéted is now 
called Eabylon, from the confufion of tongues which - 
D aroie there; the word Babel, in Hebrew, fignitying 
confufion. Of this tower, and the diverfity or con- 
tulion of languages, the fybil (2) peaks in che follow- 
ing terms: “* When all men ipake the fame language, 
- they attempted to build a tower of ftupendous 
height, as if from thence they intended to afcend 
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(a) Mcfes Chorcnenfis, an Armenian hiftorian, confirms this 
account, that God overthrew this tower by a terrible florm, and 
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“to heaven; but the gods letting loofé the winds 
“upon them, overthrew the ftruéture, confounded Sybil’s pro- 
““the language of the builders, and thereby fub- a 
** verted the whole defign; whence it came to pals, Babel: 
*© that the city afterwards built upon that fame {pot, 
°° was called Babylon.” With refpect to the plain of 
* Senaar, on which Babylon ftands, Heltrazus, the hil- 
torlan, writes, that S* ‘The priefts, who efcaped from 
the general calamity, tool thefacred reliques of Jupi- 
ter, (Enyallius), or the conqueror, and carried 
them to Shinar, or Senaar, in the vicinity of 


Babylon.” 
CHAP. V. 
Difperfien of the pofterity of Noab. Names of regions 


Gna nations. 


HE confufion of tongues naturally occafioned 

the difperfion of the people, who formedthem- ,.. 
felves into diftin& colonies, and occupied thofe parts St 
of the earth to which they were providentially con- tions. 
ducted; fo chac not only the fhores, but the conti- 
nent were amply Alled with inhabitants. Some con- 
ftructed veffels, and took poffeffion of various iflands. 
Several nations {till retain their original names gi- 
ven them by chcir founders. Thole of others are 
changed; and fome are altered, in order that they When the 
may become thereby more intelligible. The latter Secaice 
are denominated by terms derived trom the Greeks; nations, 
for when that people maintained importance among they save 
nations from the acquifition of power, they arrogated "Pe" 
to themlelves the glory of antiquity, and_ affixed , 
fuch names to the countries they vanquifhed, as 
implied thac from them, and them only, they de- 
rived their origin. : 


CHAP. VI. 


Defcendants cf Noah, down to facob, give names tothe 
Several nations they refpectively founded. Noahs in~ 
temperance exposes him to foame. A curfe entailed cn 
the pofterity of bis fon Fam, who difcovered and de- 


rided him. The origin of the Hebrews. Firft divi- 
Sion of land. Genealogy of Abram. Term of Man's 
life at this period, 


HE defcendants of Noah made it an invariable 
rule to affix theirown names to thenations they 
feverally founded. Thus the feven fons of Japhet, .. 
the fon of Noah, {preading themielves over Afia,srom peans are 
the mountains Taurus and Amanus, to the river denved:om 
‘Tanais, extending in Europe as far as Gacles, and Japhet. 
cultivating the various territories in that fpace,which 
were before uninhabited, called themifelves feverally 
and dittinétly by their own names. Gomar was the 
founder of the Gomarians, whom the Greeks now 
call Galatians. Magog planted that colony an- 4. G1 
. . > ve Maile 
ciently called from bis name Magoge, but now tiansde- 
termed by the Greeks Scythia. Modus, the eldeft fcendea 
fon of Japher, was the founderof the Medazans, by Gomer 
the Gaeeks called Medes; as was Javan, or Jovan, 
his other fon, of the Ionians, from whom the other Progeny of 
Greeks in general derive their origin. The Tiho- bivhen | 
belians, now called Iberians, took their names from Nowsihea 
their founder Thobelus; as did the Moichenians, ~ 
now called Cappadocians, from Mofocha. Indeed, 
they ftill recain fome trace of their ancient title in the 
city of Mafaca, from whence it is probable that, in 
ancient times, the whole country was called by the 
fame name. The Thereans, whom the Greeks call 
Vhracians, fprang from Theres, or Thiras. All 
thefé nations derived their origin, and confequently 
their appellations, from the names of their refpective 
founders, the feven foas of Japhet. 
The three fons of Gomar, Afchanaxes, Riphates, 
and Tygranes, founded the Afchanaxians, nowcalled, 
by the Greeks, Rheginians; the Kiphatheans, now 
called Paphlagonians; and the Tygraneans, now 
ftiled Phrygians. 
The three fons of Javan, or Jovan, Elyfas, ‘Mhar- hrosny of 
fus, and Cethynius, gave names to threediflinét peo- ces. 
ple. The Alyfian, now called AZoalians; the Phar- 
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confounded the language of the builders ; and this he reccived 
from the earlich records belonging tc that nation, 
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fians, fince called Cilecians, as appears from the name 
of their metropolis, Varfus, and the inhabitants of 
Cethyma, now called Cyprus, and from which not 
oniy all iflands, butall places on the fea- coait, were 
called, by the Hebrews, Chethini. {[n Cyprus thereis 
ftilla cown, which the Greeks call Ciuum, Thele 
nations were founded by, and derived their names 
from, the immediaze defcendants of Japhet. 

Beiore I proceed, a particular circumftance, per- 
baps unknown evento the Grecks, requires attention, 
which is, that I have trequently, in compliance with 
their manner, to facilicate. and harmonize pronun- 
ciation, changed the termination of their proper 
names, an innovation of which we never admit, 

The defcendants of Ham tock poffefiion of Syria, 
from mount Amanus and Libanus unto the fea-coalt, 
and gave names to all places within the limits of their 
dominions; but moft of them are now either wholly 
obliterated, or fo corrupted, that they cannot be tra- 
ced to their originals. Whe Ethiopians, however, 
have prelerved their ancient name; for having been 
founded by Chus, one of the fons of Flam, they are 
called Chufites, or Chuicans, net only in their own 
country, but throughoucall Afia, to this day. The 
Meftreans allo recta the fame honour: they derived 
their name from Miettree, by which Egy pe is itil 
called, as are the Egyptians, Mettreans. 

Phar, who planted acolony in Lybia, gave deno- 
mination co the Phutians; in confirmarion of which, 
divers Greck hiltorians mention a diltrict of Meur:- 
tania, called Phute, fituate on the banks of a river of 
the fame name; but its modern appellation is derived 
from Libyls, one of the fonsot Mefraim. 

Canaan, the fourth fen of Elam, gave the name of 
Canaanites to the inhabirents of the nation he eltab- 
lithed, whichis now called Juda. Chus, who was the 
eldefl fon of Elam, had feverai fons, Sabas, founder 
ofthe Sabzeans; Evilas, ofthe Kvilans, or Getulians; 
Sabathes, of the Sabatheans, or Aftrabarians; Ramus, 
of the Rameans; and Nimrod, of the Babylonians. 

Mefraim had eight fons, who pofieffed the whole 
dittriét. between Gaza and Egypt, but one only, 
named Philittin, gave denomination to the colony he 
planted, now called, by the Grecks, Paleftine. “Tohe 
nations tounded by the other fons.being decfolated, as 
will be hereatter fhewn, in the Afthiopian war (@), 
no material circumitanceis retained concerning them, 
TLabyn excepted, who planted a colony in Lybia, fo 
cauiced from his name. ; 

Cynaan was the father of cleven fons, of whom Si- 
donius called the city he founded Sidon, which it 
{illretains, not having beencorrupted by theGrecks, 
as did Amath, to Amathe, or Amathine, which, by 
the inhabitants, is till fo called, though the Macedo- 
nians, in honour of one of their princes, have changed. 
icinto Epiphania, Aradzus planted the ifland of 
Aradusy; as did Arcus the colony of Arce,on mount 
Libanus. Of the other feven fons, Enzus, Chetieus, 
Jebufus, Ammorceus, Gergefaus, Sinseus, and 
Samaraus, nothing more remains in facred hiflory 
than their names, the Hebrews having deftrcyed their 
cities on the following account, 

Wrhen the earth was re-eitablifhed after the Acod, 
Noah applied himfelf to agriculture, and particularly 
to che cultivationof vines. When the truic was ripe, 
he prefitd it, and made wine, of which, having frft 


offered an oblation to the bountiful Father of the || 


Univerie, he drank to fuch excels, that intoxication 
enfuing, he fell into a flate of inienfibility, and was 
expofed in a fituation highly indecent. 
His fon Ham, perceiving his father inthis condition, 
difdaintully difcovered it to his brothers; but they, 
touched with lial reverence, approached and veiled 
the fhame of their aged parent. Noah, therefore, 
coming to the knowledge of this circumftance, pro- 
nounced his bieding on the dutiful fons, Shem and Ja- 
phers and tho? he did net curfe the perfon of Elam, 
he imprecated the dirclt calamities on his pofterity. 
Shen find five i who inhabited thofe parts of 


ions, 3 
fia which extend from che Euphrates to the Indian 
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Gcean. Elam was the founder of the Elamites, or 
Ferfians; Afiur, of the city of Nineveh, and the Ai- 
jyrian empire; Arphaxad, of the Arphaxadeans, or 
Chaldeans; Aram, of the Armeans, or Syrians; and 
Luudis, of the Ludeans, or Lydians. 

Of Aram’s four fons, Uz.eftablithed the colony of 
the Trafhonites, and builc the city of Damaicus, be- 
tween Paleitine and Coelo-Syria. U1] founded Arme- 
nia, Gether, Baétria, and Mefanaa, now called the 
valley of Pafin. Arphaxad was the father of Salas, 
whole fon Heber (4) gave denomination to the He- 
brews. Heber had-two fons, Jucta, or Joétan, and 
Vhalec, who was fo called from having been born ar 
fuch time as lands were firft divided; Phalec, in He- 
brew, fignifying divifiou. 

The ions of Juéta were Elmodad, Saleph, Azer- 
moth, Ezdrais, Edoram, Uzal, Dael, Ebal, Abimael, 
Sabzeus, Ophir, Evilath, and Jobab. ‘Thefe occu- 
pied that country which is ftuated between Syria 
and the river Cophen, in India. Having thus treated 
of the progeny of Shem, we thall now advert co the 
Hebrews. 

From Phalec, the fon of Heber, defcended Ra- 
gaus, from whence came Serug, whole name was Na- 
chor, who begat ‘VUhares, the fatherof Abram, the tenth 
in fucceffion trom t¥oah. He was born 292 years af- 
ter thedeluge, in the feventieth year of his father’s age. 
Nachor was 120 years old when be had Thares, and 
Serug about 132 when he begat Nachor; Ragaus 130 
when he had Serug, and Phalec about the jame age 
when he had Rageaus; Heber 134 when he begat 
Fhalec. Salas was born in the 135th year of his ta- 
ther Arphaxad, who was begotten oy Shem two ycars 
after the deluge. ied 

Abram had two brothers, Nachorand Aran. The 
latter leaving behind him one fon, Lot, and two 


Where his fepulchre is yet to be Jeen., Fis kinfmen 
efpouled his two daughters; Nachor taking Mclcha, 
and Abram,Sarah. ‘Lhares was fo much affeéted by 
thedeath of his fon Aran, that he removed, with his 
tamily, from Chaldea to Charan, a city in Mefopota- 
mia, where he died with grief, and was buried in his 
zosth year. About this time the Almighty was 
pleafed to abbreviate the pace of man’s life to the 
term of ¥20 years, precifely the age to which Mofes 
attained. 

Nachor’s wife, Melcha, bore him eight fons, Uz, 
Baux, Camuel, Chazad, Azam, Pildas, Jadelphas, 
and Bethuel, and his concubine, Ruma, tour, La- 
beus, Gadam, Thevan and Machan. Bethuel, one 
of Nachor’s legitimate fons, had a {on and adaughter, 
named Laban and Rebecca. 


CHAP. VIL. 


Abram the founder of the Fewifh nation, Quits Chaldea, 
aud dwells i Canaan, now called Judea. Elis eifden. 
Fle infirudts the people in tke nature and attritutes of 
the Deity. His sizemcry perpetuated. 


pas adopted Lor, the jon of his brother Aran, and 
brother of his wite Sarah. In obedience to the Di- 
vine command, he departed from: Chaldea in the 
75th year of his age, and (ettled in the land of Canaan, 
where he lived in tranquillity, and, at his death, lett 
it to his defcendants. Abram poflefled a moft Jolid 
judgment, great powers of oratory, and a general 
knowledge of men and things. E:minent in all ex- 


emplary virtues, he was the firit who undertook to @ 


regiity the erroneous opinions men entertained of the 
Supreme Being, to inftruct them inthe nature of his 
attributes, and to inculcate, that there were but one 


God, the creator of all things; to whofe providence ; 
men were indebted for all the enjoyments of lite, in- inopjef 
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BRAM having little hope of legitimate iffue, cen. xii 


tle 






dependent. of any meric or power of their own, ’ theo 


Vhete doctrines he enforced by argument deduced 
from the operations of nature in general, and the 
pianetary fyilem in particular, laying it down as a 





his afersions, though (Sy fome means or other) tho% records 
are now loft. 
(6) That the jews were called Hebrews from their progeni- 
tor, Eleber, Jofephus sightly sftirms, 
maxim, 
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Boox I. 
maxim, that, as there is a certain pre-difpofing power, 
by the influence of which all things are actuated, as 
all things are fubject co the controul of Omnipo- 
cence; to that fhould be attributed man’s every blei- 
fing, and to that fhould be gratefully afcribed ho- 
nour and glory in the highett. : ; : 
Thefe doétrines, founded. on the fublimeft prin- 
ciples of religion and philofophy, were 10 averie to 
the contracted notions of the Chaldeans and Me- 
fopotamians, as to excite a mutiny againit him, 
Abram therefore, at the Divine intimation, removed 
into the land of Canaan, where he erected an altar, 
and offered facrifice to the God of his deliverance. 
Berofus, the hiftorian, evidently alludes to our father 


Abran is ¢ C 
mentioned Abram; though he does not mention his names, 
yeas when he writes, ‘* In the tenth generation after the 

i “© flood, there lived among{t the Chaldeans a man 


refpect by - 
Berd He “© of extraordinary piety and probity, and remark- 
Nite ‘* ably verfed in the knowledge of the heavenly 
of Damaf- ‘* bodies.”? Hecatazus not only makes mention of 
us tree c, him, but has recorded his actions ina felect vo- 
authentic lume: and Nicholaus of Damatcus, in the fourth 
prophane = ** book of his hiftory, bears this pofitive teftimony 
hittorianss §“* Concerning him. Abram (though a ftranger) 
thispae ‘** reigned in Damafeus, whither he arrived witha 
trlarch *¢ numerous train from a country fituate beyond Ba- 
arofs inthe “* bylon, called Chaldea: but the-inhabitants in a 
xeon otter °° fhorecime rifing againft him, he retired with his 
the flood. ** Own people to the land of Canaan, now called 
The habi- - Judea, where he fettled, and left a numerous pro- 
tation of geny.” The name of Abram is ftill held in ho- 

nour at Damafcus, and there is an adjacent villa, 


Abrama 
place i called Abram’s: habitation. 
CH'AP. VIII. 


Syria of 
Derafeus 
A famine happening in Canaan, Abram retiresinto Egypt. 

Lhe inordinate defires of the Egyptians punifbed by tre- 
mendous judgements. Abram infirudts theminthe know- 
ledge of religion, as alfo in the feiences of arithmetic and 
aftrononiy. On bis réturn to Canaan divides the coun- 
iry between binfelf and his kinfinan Lot. 


A DREADFUL famine happening in Canaan, 
Abram, having intelligence of the plenty which 
abounded in Egypr, determined to retire thither, not 
only on account of the fertility of the foil, but that 
he might have an opportunity of conferring with 
the Egyptian priefts on the fubject of religion ; deter- 
mined as a man of a liberal mind, open to convic- 
tion, to adhere to, or fwerve from, their tenets and 
opinions, as they appeared founded on the_invari- 
able principles of reafon and nature. As his wife 
Sarai accompanied him to Egypt, and he was ap- 
prized of the incontinency of the inhabitants, in order 
to obviate any dangerous effects that might arife 
from the king’s attachment to her, being remark- 
able beautiful in perfon, it was mutually agreed be- 
tween thens that fhe fhould pafs for his fifter. ; 
Abram’s apprehenfion was confirmed, for they no 
fooner arrived in Egypt, than the fame of his wife’s 
beauty was fpread around, which exciting the cu- 
Pimab ‘Yiofity of Pharaoh to fee her, was of courle followed 
ae by an ardent defire to offefs her; but the Divine 
ion his ane terpofition fruftrated his vicious defign by means 
Marrantable of a peftilence and infurreétion prevailing at the fame 
sson time among his fubjects. Alarmed at thefe fudden 
. ilrokes of adverfity, he confulted his priefts on the 
caufes which had incurred, and the means of avert- 
ing fuch tremendous judgements. ‘They informed 
him, that the caufe of his calamities, was his inten- 
tion of violence to the wite of a ftranger. Imprefied 
by the anfwer of the priefts, he interrogated Sarai 
as to herielf, and the man who accompanied her, and 
on her ingenuoufly declaring the truth, excufed him- 
felf to Abram on pretence of his fuppofing her to 
have been his fifter, and declaring, that he by no 
means intended to violate the laws of his hofpitaliry; 
then difmiffing him with a fumptuous prefent, he 
gave him full permiffion to confer with the greareft 
and moft learned men throughcut his dominions. 
This circumftance tended to difplay his virtues 
and enhance his charaéter, for as the Egyptians 
maintained variety of opinions. and bigotted attach- 
ment produced ichifm and animofity, upon exami- 
‘ hing the grounds of their tenets in the courfe of his 
conterences with them, he demonftrated to them that 
their oo fentiments concerning religious rites 
oO. 2. 


Gen. xit. 
Loren 20, 


“commanders Amraphel, Arifch, Chedorlaomer, and. 
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and ceremonies, were vague, idle, and void of foun- 

dation or truth. He ditcuffed thefe points with fuch 

peifpicuity and eloquence as procured him the highe(t 

veneration, not only as a man of univerlal know- 

ledge, .but endowed with the happieft faculty of 

conveying inftruction to others. Hewastche firftt who 

taught the Egyptians the fciences of arichmetic and ran 

aftronomy, of which they were, before his refidence ead 

amongit them, totally ignorant: therefore as he firft aniimetic 

introduced them from Chaldea into Egypt, and from andatte- 

thence they were afterwards tranfported into Greece, they taught 

he may juftly be faid to have laid the foundation of them tothe 

attic literature. ¥ Greeks af- 
Upon his return to Canaan, he divided the coun- ***"* 

try with Lot, which affording caufe for contention Gey. sii. 

amongit their fhepherds concerning the boundaries 1.--2-13. 

of their refpeétive lands, he fubmitted the point to 

Lot's entire option, as to that particular part which 

might appear to him moit eligible, contenting him- 

felt with what his kiniman rejeéted. Abram then 

fixed his refidence on the mountains near Hebron (a 

city founded feven years prior to Tanais in Eaypt) 

while Lot chofe the plain on the banks of the river 

Jordan near Sodom, then a flourifhing city, but af- 

terwards laid in ruins, and extirpated even in name, 

as a token of the Almighty’s vengeance tor the 

enormous crimes of its inhabitants. 


CHAP. IX. 
The defeat of the Sodomites and deftru&tion of their city 
by the Affyrians. The lake of Afpiatiwes. Lot made 
prifoner. 
AS the Affyrians at this time held the empire of (“"; 2 
Afia, and they envied the increafing wealth and Fron 2i7- 


rhons Cuma 


f Cron, xivs 


power of the Sodomites, whofe country was divided +11 « 
into five provinces under the government of the RN: 
fame number of kings, viz. Ballas, Barfas, Senabar, petty kings 
Symobar, and the king of the Ballenians; they de- of the Se- 
termined to make war upon them, and to thatend erie. 
entered their territories with a powerful army under sjphainn 
the conduct of four able commanders. ‘Vhe con- 

teft being foon decided in favour of the Affyrians, 

who totally vanquifhed the Sodomites, their five 

kings from thar time became tributaries to the con- 
querors. Having for twelve years duly paid the fine 
impofed, they refufed to continue iton the thirteenth, 

and revolted from their obligation; upon which the 
Affyrians again muftered their forces under their 


Thabal, who ranfacked all Syria, and overthrew the 

race of the giants. Penetrating into the country 

of Sodom, they encamped in a valley that derived 

its name from the bituminous pics with which that 

country abounded till the deftruction of its chief city, 

when it became a lake, and was called Afphalites, 

i. e. bituminous. A battle enfued, and was main- 

tained fome time with equal valour on both fides; 

but at length victory declared for the Affyrians, 

great numbers of the Sodomites fell, and the reft iy this ace 
were taken: prifoners, amongft whom was Lot, who tion Lot is 
came to affift his countrymen in repelling the inva- {skew pie. 
fion of the enemy. ; , 


CHAP X. 


Abram purfues the viftorious Affyrians, defeats them, end 
reftores ‘the captive Sodomifes. Mfelcbifedeck the juft 
hing of Solyma, afterwards called Ferufalem. A fon 
promifed to Abram. Punifhinent of Lagar for con- 
zempl of ber miftrefs Sarai. Promife of Ifpmael. 
Alo of Tfaac. : 
Gen, xiv. 


HEN Abram received intelligence of the fuc- 
cefs of the Affyrians, he was much affected *8°777* 

by the captivity of his kiniman Lot, and the cala- 

mities entailed upon his neighbours the Sodomites. 

Revolving thefe adverfe circumftances in his mind, 

he determined on an effort for their deliverance, 

and to that purpofe fpeedily fummoning his fervants 
and dependants, purfued the Affyrians with fuch sam dee 

unwearied ardour, that he overtook them on the feats and 

fifth night near Dan, an arm of the river Jordan. — ditherfe the 
Being furprized, and vigoroufly attacked at an un- apriew a 
expected hour, when fome were repofing to recruit and rettores 
harraffed nature, and others to diffipate the fumies te csstives 


of intoxication, they fell an eafy prey to their al- 
D failants, 
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failants, who killed great numbers, and put the reft becoming humility, fhe fhould be treated with in- 








to flight. dulgence, and reminding her, that through pride and 
Abram effeétually profecuted the advantages he infolence fhe had brought upon herfelf the prefent 
had gained, and purfied with fuch fury, that on the calamities. Toenforce the injunction, the heavenly 
fecond day he drove the enemy into Efoba of Da- meffenger added, that on failure of compliance im- 
mafeus, demonftrating thereby, that genuine courage mediate death would be her punifhment; but on the 
is more conducive to victory than numbers, as with other hand if fhe obeyed and returned, fhe fhould 
about three hundred and eighteen of his houfhold, bear a fon, who in procefs of time fhould become 
and the aid of three leading friends, he totally de- ruler of the whole country wherein fhe dwelt. Ha- 
feated fo formidable an army, that the few who ef- gar with profoundeft reverence obeyed the Divine 
caped {laughter retired to their own country branded command, and on herreturn, and humiliation at che 
with eternal diltgrace. ; . feet of her offended miftrefs, not only obtained her 
Having accomplifhed the ends of his undertaking pardon, but the accomplifhment of the promife made 
in the reicue of his kinfman, and the captive Sodo- by thé angel; for foon after fhe bore a fon, who was 
mites, from the thraldom of the Affyriaris, Abram fet named Ifhmael, fignifying beard of the Lord, becaufe 
forth on his return, and was met on his way, ata God had vouchfated to hear the prayer of the mo- 

place called the King’s Field, or Valley Royal, by ther. . 
the king of Sodom, and Melchizedeck, king of So- Atthe birth of Ifimael Abram was eighty-fix 
 tyma, dince called Jerufalem. Melchizedeck figni- years old, and in his ninety-ninth year, the Almighty 
Hebi fics Jt or righteous, a name moit pertinently appli- |]. vifited him, affured him that he fhould have a fon by 
extras Cable to this monarch, who was not only choleto rule his wife Sarai, commanded him to call him J/aac, 
oninary in civilaffuirs by che unanimous fuffrages of the peo- declaring atthe fame time, that from him fhould de- 
characters le. but for his inflexible integrity appointed to the fcend powerful nations and mighty kings, who fhould 
jacred office of prieft unto the moft High. extend their conquefts throughout the whole country 
Thisexalted perfonage liberally entertained Abram of Canaan, from Sidon, even unto Egypt. Abram 
and his fcllowers, fupplied them with every thing was alfo enjoined to circumcife every male of his 
neceffary for their comfort and fupport, applauded houfhold on the eighth day after the birth, that his 
the prowefs of the Patriarch, and glorified God for pofterity might not intermarry with other nations. 


the important victory he had obtained. Abram in ‘The good father anxious for the fate of Ifhmael, hum- 
return prefented Melchizedeck with the tenths of the bly enquired of the Lord, if he fhould be permitted 
fpoils he had taken from the Affyrians. The king to live? He received the Divine promife, thar he 


of Socom entreated Abram to retain the booty, re- }} fhould not only live, but flourifh, and become the 
quiring only the reftitution of his refcued fubjects. founder of many great and powerful nations. Abram 
But Abram refufed thefe terms, alledging that he then offered moft grateful acknowledgements to his 
would not avail himfelf of the advantages he had benevolent Creator, and, in compliance with his in- ‘ryis cp 
obtained, his utmoft defire being only to retain fuch || junction, was himfelfcircumcifed, together with his cumcition 
a fhare of the fpoils as might requite the fervices of || fon Ifhmael, and all the males of his family, * aot the St 
his houfhold, and his three faithful friends, Efcol, ; fervok ty 
Tinnerus, and Mambre, who had bravely fupported CHAP. XI. ; the Melrose 
him in the heat of the a€tion. ‘The Almighty pleafed nation, 
with the magnanimous conduét of Abram, declared Flagrant impiety and enormous criminality of the inhabi- 
thar it fhould‘be bountitully rewarded. He fignified tants of Sodom. Denunciation of the Divine venge- 
with all humility, that a recompence would profit: ance. Abrana entertains.the angels. Produttion and 
him little, fince it could be but temporary, having no accomplifbinent of the deftruktion of Sodom. Punifh- 

Gen.sv, Weir to inherit after him. Upon this his benevolent ment inflitted on Lot's wife for difobedicnce. 


a2, Creator promifed to blefs him with a fon and an off- : ; 
Abrams {pring numerous as the ftars in the firmament. This “| ‘HIE extenfive power and immenfe opulence of Gen. xiii, 
promifed an afTurance occafioned him-to offer a facrifice conform- the inhabitants of Sodom produced an uni- 13: 


; “re . oe . ° opie . . ~ aa E: ab 
able wo. able to the Divine command. It contifted ofan hei- |} verfal profligacy of manners, infomuch, that they be- eg 
geny, fer, 2 goat, aram, a turtle, and a pidgeon, each three came devoted to acts of the moft flagrant impiety to- the Sode- 


years old. Yhe birds were to be offered intire, but |} wards God, and the commiffion of the mott horrid ™s. 
the quadrupeds were to be cut afunder, according and atrocious crimes towards one another. The Al- 
to Divine direction. During the preparation of the mighty, juftly provoked with their enormities, de- 
altar, as the birds hovered around, attracted by the nounced his Divine vengeance, not only againft the 
{team of the blood of the beafls, a voice from heaven people, but the country, determining the demolition 
was heard to prediét, that the pofterity of Abram of their city, and total defolation of the furrounding 
fhould fuffer bondage in Egypt tor the {pace of 4oo || plain. 
Caraanis years, at the expiration of which they fhould van- ‘When this awful fentence was paffed, three angels Gen 
net tobe quith their oppreflors, expel the Canaanites, and take appeared to Abraham (a) as he was fitting under the - 


avi. 


















: ise poflefficn of their country. oak of Mamre at the entrance of histent. Apprehend- (prin, 
', years “ervie — Abram then refided at the oak called Ogyges, in |} ing them to be travellers, he arofe, faluted, and in- 7 
i tude. the land of Canaan, near the city of Hebron, and treated them to accept an hofpitable entertainment. 
: being much affli€éted by the barrennefs of his wife, His invitation being received, he commanded his fer- 
: offered up inceffant prayets to God, that he would vants to make the neceffary preparations for their re- 
1 vouchfafe him_a fon. The Almighty encouraged paft, and fome bread of the fineft flour, together with 
‘ him to hope for a fulfilment of the promife made || adreffedcalf, being produced accordingly, to all ap- 
not only refpecting a fon, but all the bleffings men- peace they feemed to eat. Ehquiring atter Sarah 
: tioned when he received the Divine command to leave his wife, he told them fhe was within the tent, to 
: Mefopotamia. At that time Saria, through a pro- which, asif rifing, they replied that before their re- 
A vidential intimation, caufed Hagar an Egyptian, one turn fhe would be a mother. Sarah being called in 
i of her handmaids, to have intercourfe with her huf- ||. and informed of the declaration, indicated her difi- 
1) band, in order that by thofe means he might have dence by afmile, being now in her ninetieth, and 
t iffue. iIagar becoming pregnant behaved with ar- her hufband in his hundreth year. This produced a 
Ht rogance, and treated her miitrefs with fupercilious ||. difcovery ; the guefts acknowledged themielves the 
4 contempt, prefuming that her iffue would fucceed to angels ot God, opened their divine commifiions, and 
te the poffeffion of the father’s domains. But Abram, aflured him that they were fent, one as the meffenger 
- as a check to her infolence, delivered her up for con- || of the birth of the fon, and the others to effect the 
f Hagar, dign punifhment to his wife. Dreading the vengeance deftruétion of Sodom. 
dtwran’s ot her incented miftrefs, the handmaid determined On hearing the fatal fentence, A braharn was greatly 
Pepe on flight, recommending herfelf to the care of a pro- alarmed, and earnettly imploredthe Almighry not to 
3s expelled, teéting Providence. involve the juft and impious in one common deftruc- 
but returns = Als fhe wandered through a dready defart, fhe was tion. But upon the declaration of God, that there 
repens aecofted by an angel, who commanded her to return {| was not even one juft man in the whole country of 
uation home, afluring her, thatif fhe deported herfelf with Sodom, and that if there had been but ten innocent 
(a) About this time God made a covenant with Abram, in Sarai to Sarah, indicating that they fhould be the father and 
which ke changed his name to Abraham, and that of his wife mother of many nations, Geu. xvii, 4. 15. 
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perfons amongft them, he would have remitted the 
general fentence, Abraham defifted from his inter- 
ceffion. En 
The two angels entered Sodom, and were invited 
by Lot to partake of entertainment in his Houle, tor 
Loot imitated the hofpicable example of Abraham. 
Some of the molt abandoned of the Sodomites ob- 
ferving the graceful appearance of thee ftrangers, 
began to offer outrage to their perfons. Lot uied 
every argument to diffuade them from fo flagrant a 
violation of the laws of decency and bolpicality, and 
even offered to facrifice the chaftity of his two daugh- 
fers, to prevent the commiffion of a crime molt de- 
tettable of all others in the eyes both of God and 
man. 
Butall his endeavours proving ineffectual, the Al- 
mighty was fo incenfed at their mott audacious pro- 
wa. fligacy, thac he ftruck them with inftant blindneis, 
aive ne which prevented their finding the entrance into Lot’s 
fuck oh houfe, while he fentenced the inhabitants to a gene- 
blinvels. 4) perdition. Previous to the execution of the aw- 
ful fentence, Lot was warned by God to depart the 
city, togecher with his wife, hts two daughters, who 
were as yet unmarried, and the two youths, to whom 
they were contracted ; but the latter contemned the 
gracious intimation, and profanely ridiculed the im- 
pending devaitation. . : 
The Divine vengeance now burft forth in all its 
horrors; the Almighty .darted devouring flames on 
the city, which {pread defolation in every quarter, 
and rapidly involved the inhabitants, and furround- 
ing confines, in one general and irreparable deftruc- 
tion. 
Lot’s wife allured by a fatal curiofity to behold the 
‘ deltruétion of the city, on their retreat looked back, 
?Eotswife contrary to che exprels command of the Almighty, 
sumed ino and, for her difobedience, was immediately tranl- 
a”) formed into a pillar, or ftatue of falt, (¢) which, as 
I have been occular witnets, remains unto this day. 
After this dire cataftrophe, Lot and his daughters 
took up their refidence on a little fpot. which the 
flames had fpared, called Zoar, which in the He- 
brew fignifies fizall. But in this place, deftitute of 
inhabitants, and almoft barren of provilions, they 
duffered much both in body and in mind. | Thus fo- 
litarily ficuaced, the daughters of Lot, imagining 
Tncet of that the male part of the human race was totally cx- 
storsduush- tinét, concerted the means of having private inter- 
tmiwten courfe with their father. 
“bpinion, The iffue of this contrivance was, each of them 
brought forth afon: that born of the elder was call- 
ed Moab, fignifying of my father; that of che younger 
was named Ammon, which implies, the fon of my race 
or kin, The firft of thefe was the founder of the 
Moabites, who at this day area powerful nation, and 
the latter of the Ammonites, both of which inhabit 
Ceelo-Syria. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Lranfadions between Abrabam and Abimelech. Birth 
of Ifaac. Variation in religious cercmonies beteceen 
the’ Jews and the Arabians. Baiifbiment of Ifoinael 
ond Hagar. Hagar accofted and warned by an angel. 
Progeny of Ifbimael. 


ABRAHAM now removed to Gerar in the country 

~~ of Paleftine, whither his wife Sarah accompanied 
him in quality of his fitter; for he entertained the 
fame apprehenfions of Abimelech, king of that coun- 
try, as he had done of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Nor 
were his fufpicions groundlefs, for this monarch con- 
ceiving a paffion for Sarah would have injured him 
in the tendereft. point, had he not been providen- 
tially afflicted by a dreadful difeafe, and warned in a 
dream from violating the laws of hofpitality in of- 
cring outrage to the woman, who accompanied the 
itranger, as fhe was not his fifter, but his lawful wife. 
Upon his recovery, he related to his friends the par- 
uculars of his dream, acknowledging that he had 
4 been vifited with ficknefs, for the prefervation of the 
ae chaftity of the itranger’s wife, and fending for A- 
braham, gave him every encouraging affurance, with 


——— ee 


(a) The pillar of fale was, we find here, ftanding in the days 
of Jofephus, and he had feen it. ‘hat it was ftanding then is 
alfo attelted by Clement of Rome, cotemporary with Jofephus ; 
#* alfo tharit was foin the next century is attefted by Irenseus. 
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the moft folemn promifes of his future favour and’ 


protection. He then, with the council of his triends, 
difmifled Abraham, averring in the moit facred man- 
ner, that his wife was and fhould iti remain in- 
violate, having been under the immediate protection 
of Almighty power. In confirmation of what he de- 
clared ds truth, he called God and the woman’s con- 
{cience to_witnefs,; adding, that had he known the 
was his wife, he would not have indulged an unwar- 
rantable defire. He further begged Abraham to par- 
don the injury offered him, and intercede with God 
in his favour, promifing him ample provifion, if he 
continued in the country, and if he chole to depart, 
every thing neceffary for his journey. 

Abraham exculpated himielf from the deception 
in calling his wife a fitter, by adverting to their affi- 
nity, as fhe was the daughter of his brother ; and ob- 
ferving farther, that without having recourte to fuch 
means, he could not proiecute his travels with latery. 
He avowed his concern for the difeafe with which the 
king had been affliéted, and accepted his offer of 
continuing in his dominions. 

Abimelech then affigned over to Abraham an ex- 
tenfive track of land, and a proportionate fum of 
money to ftock it, entering at the fame time with him 
into a mutual covenant of friendfhip and amity, 
which was ratified at a certain well called Berfebe, or 
the well or pit of fearing a covenant, and it bears 
ee name in the Janguage of the inhabitants to this 

ay. 

Soon after thefe tranfactions, Abraham had a fon 
by his wife Sarah, according to the Divine promite, 
and called his name Iiaac, fignifying in Hebrew, 
leughter, alluding to his mother’s {mile of dithdence, 
when the angel affured her fhe fhould bear a fon, the 
being then in her ninetieth, and her hufband in his 
hundredth year. On the (4) eighth day after his 
birth the boy was circumciled, at which time the 
Jews {till continue the obfervance of that rire. 

The Arabians however do not perform it till the 
thirteenth year, becaufe [fhmael, Abraham’s fon by 
the concubine, and friend of that people, did not un- 
dergo rhe operation till he arrived at thatage. Sarah 
had been as affectionately attached ro Ithmael, the 
fon of her handmaid Hagar, as if he had_ been her 
own, and even regarded him as prefumptive heir to 
the family; but when Ifaac was born, fhe thought a 
feparation expedient, ieft Ifhmael the elder might, 
on the deceafe of his father, ufurp authority, and lay 
claim to the fucceffion. She therefore propofed to 
Abraham the immediate difmiffion of Ifhmacl and his 
mother to {ome other place. Abraham at firit rejected 
the propofal, as unnatural and inhuman; but at 
Jdength, prevailed on by tokens of the Divine appro- 
bation, he acquiefced, committed the child to the 
care of his mother, and having given her a portion 
of bread, anda pitcher of water, dilmifled them to 
purfue that courfe to which their neceflity might 
direét them. When their provifion of bread and 
water was exhaufted, and the child was almoit fpent 
with fatigue and famine, fhe laid him down under an 
oak, and retired to a little diltance, that fhe might 
not be fhocked by his expiring groans. Ruminating 
on her miferies, fhe was addrefied by a mefiage from 
on high, who pointed out to her a neighbouring 
{pring, and charged her to attend {cduloufly to the 
nurture of her child, as her ultimate happineis de- 
pended on his prefervation. | |, 

Animated by thefe divine intimations, fhe pur- 
fued her courfe till fhe met with fome fhepherds, by 
whofe bounty all her wants were molt amply lup- 
plied. j 

When Ifhmael attained to years of maturity, he 
took to wife an Egyptian woman, by whom he had 
twelve fons; Nabaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Idumas, 
Maffam, Memas, Mafmes, Chedam, Theman, Je- 
tur, Naphefus, and Cadmas, whofe pofterity fpread 


‘themfelves over the whole country called Nabathea, 


which extends from the Red Sea to the river Eu- 
phrates. From thefe arg defcended the Arabians and 
their feveral tribes, fo’celebrated for their valour, 
and the dignity of Abraham their progeniror. 








(6) This circumcifion is not after, but oi the eighth day, #: 
it is elfewhere expreffed by Jofephus ; the like conflrudtion tu 
which we meet with in the New Teitament, particularly in the 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Abraham enjoined by the Divine command to make a fe- 
crifice of bis fon Lfaac. His obedience. Addrefs to his 
fon previous to the intended oblation. [faac’s acqui- 
efcence. The Almighty interpofes, interdréis the facri- 
Jice of the youth, fignifics bis approbation of bis obedi- 
ence, and-prefents Abraham with a ram for the facri- 
Jice as a fubjtitute for Ifaac. 


AeRenam was moft affeétionately attached to 
Ifaac as his only legitimate fon, the child of his 
age, and the peculiar gitt of God, according to his 
Divine promite. 
On the other hand, Haac, by his filial duty and 
obedience, his fervent piety and uniform pracétice of 
virtue, enhanced, if poffible, the affection of his pa- 
rents; infomuch that Abraham’s earthly delight cen- 
tering in his fon, his fafery and happinefs became the 
chiet objects of his concern, and he waited with re- 
fignation his difmiffion from a fcene of tranfient ex- 
iftence, provided his poffeffions in general might de- 
volve to him; adefire which, through the favour of 
the Almighty, he happily effeéted. 

‘It now feemed meet to the wife Difpofer of all 
events to put this pious man’s faith to the feverett 
tefl. Fie therefore appeared to him in an extraordi- 
nary manner, and having reminded him of the va- 
rious benefits he had conferred upon him, and the 
fingular felicity he now enjoyed, under his peculiar 

Gen. 22. fanction and favour, propofed to him the facrifice of 
1--19- Ged his jon Ifaac, as an oblation, in token of his gra- 


requires . * . . . 
Jiuefrom titude and obedience to the God of all his mercies, 
abrabem. commanding him at the fame time to conduct him to 


the mountain of Moriah, and there make of hima 
Burnt Offering on an altar to be erected for that 
{pecial purpofe. 
Hercinwere Abraham, duly impreffed with duty towards the 
maniteted Farher of ali Mercies, and firmly perfuaded that his 
bobthe ~~ Divine command was not to be difpenfed with, or 
obedience of even delayed on any human pretence, determined on 
Atraban, ioamediate fubmiffion. Without communicating 
God’s injunction, or his own refolution, to his wife 
and houfhold, leit they fhould divert him trom his 
duty, he took his fon [faac, with two lervants, and 
loading an afs with the neceffary apparatus for the 
Sacrifice, departed for the mountain. Defcrying the 
deltined {pot on the third day, he left the fervants in 
the valley, and, attended only by his fon, afcended 
Mount Mo- the mountain, upon which xing David appointed 
ut 


riabis fa- the ‘Temple to be afterwards built (a2). They alfo 
Jother, carried with them every thing neceffary for the facri- 
crificeof fice, the victim only excepted. Tfaac, who was then 
ee five and twenty years old, having himfelf erected and 
we erthe Prepared the altar, but obferving no viétim, intimat- . 
templeof ed his furprife to his father, and enquired of him as to 


God, the manner in which they fhould proceed to the fa- 
crifice. Abraham, in the fulnefs of his heart, re- 
plied to the innocent youth, that God, the omnipo- 
tent Jehovah, would providea victim if he approved 
the oblation. 

At length, when every neceffary preparation was 

made, he addreffed his fon in words to the following 

vbraban's import: ** Child of my doating age, of my fervent 
pathetic ad- €* prayers, I have nurtured thee with the fondeft 
qubtohis ¢¢ agecion, and moft unremitting attention; all my 
. ** delighi centered in the expectation of leaving thee 

** fucceffor to my poffeffions, when I fhould be ar- 

“ refted to pay the debt of nature; but fince it 

“© pleafeth the Sovereign of the Univerie, that the 

“* father to whom thou wert given in mercy, fhould 

“ now be the inftrument of thy refticution to his Di- 

“* vine will, let filent fubmiffion teftify acquiefcent 

“© obedience, and devoutly confecrate thyfelf to that 

“* God who demands thee as a victim. This we are 

“‘ enjoined as a token of grateful obedience for nu- 

** merous benefits conferred. Since therefore as a 

** delcendant of Adam mortality is thy inevitable 

“doom, refle& that thy difmiffion from this life is 

** not in the ordinary way of ficknefs, or any com- 

** mon calamity, but through the immediate inftru- 





fa) Here is a plain error in the copies which fay, that King 
David afterwards built the temple on this mount Moriah, while 
it was certainly Solomon that built that temple. But if che 
word afar is fubitituted for that of temple, the error will be 


f mind. Their names were Zambran, Jazar, Madan, 
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** mentality of thine own father as a victim to the 
** divine command ; and let this confideration dif- 
** pofe thee to give up thy {pirit at the altar with fer~ 
** vent fupplication and pious refignation, that thou 
** mayeft be tranflated to the realms of blils, and be 
“ rendered fupremely happy in the Fountain of the 
** Divine Prefence. By thefe means thy remembrance 
** will confole me to my lateft days, when I reflect 
** that though I have loit the aid and comfort of a 
“* fon, I fhali ever be guarded by the thield of Gm- 
** nipotence.” | 

\ 

. 





Ifaac, animated by the fame fenfe of duty as his 
pious father, liftened to his addrefs:with fixed atten- 
tion and glowing ardour, eagerly replying, that 
“© he fhould deem himielf unworthy of birth, if he Mazes £5, 
** fhould hefitate to obey the command of God, mile «. 
or murmur at the requifition of his father; nay, by x 
that he would without reluctance, have fubmitted cence. 
to the facrifice even at the command of his father | 
alone, from the immutable regard he had ever en- 
i 
5, 
T 






oc 
ee 
“ 
“ec 


** tertained for filial duty and obedience.” Having 


thus faid, he approached the altar with alacrity, and 
placed himfelf thereon in a proper pofition: the fa- 
ther’s arm was uplifted, and prepared tor the decifive 
ftroke, when, at the critical moment, that very voice 
trom above that had given the command founded 
the prohibition, and arrefted the blow. The merci- God frre } 
ful Parent of the univerife was pleafed to declare, thar [4 Su t 
his command. arofe not from a delight he took in him sbokf 
hurnan facrifices, or depriving him of a fon whom he a#tgrs 
had beftowed on him as a peculiar favour, but a de- 
fire of putting his faith and obedience to the fevereit 
teft; that as he had given fuch fingular proots of his 
piety, his family fhould be the particular objects of 
his paternal regard; that his fon fhould live to a 
good old age, leave his dominions to his poltericy, 
who fhould increafe the fame, and poffefs domains to 
a vatt extent. It was added, that they fhould expel 
the inhabitants of Canaan by force of arms, inhabit 
the land themfelves, and become the wonder and 
a fe of furrounding nations, : : 

hen the Divine voice ceafed, a ram fuddenly 4.20.5 | 
stead of J ss 
and his fon mutually embraced, asa token of joy of #érutuna 
fo fignal a deliverance, and the promife of fuch in- "i, 
eflimable bleffings, proceeded to the oblation with jumecs 
moft fervent devotion, and then returned ‘to their progeny. 
houfe with all the complacency of an applauding 
confcience, and an approving God, to reap the benc- 
fits arifing from their piety and obedience. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Death of Sarah, Abrabam's wife. Her fepulchral me- 
nument at Febron. 









appeared, and prefenting itfelf as a victim, Abraham 


OON after this important event Sarah died, hav- 
ing attained to the age of 127 years, and was in- 
terred at Hebron. The inhabitants of Canaan freely 
offered him a burial-place for his wife, but he de- 
clined acceptance, and purchafed a fpot of ground of 
a private perfon for four hundred fhekels of filver, 
where the fepulchral monuments of himtelf and pot- 
terity ftill remain. 
CHAP. XV. 

Ovigin of the Troglodytes. Abraham deputes a nieffen- 
ger to demand Rebecca in marriage for his fon Taac. 
Manner of fearing among ft the Jews. Conference 
between the meffenger and relatives of the viigi 
Confimmeation of the marriage, 


BRAHAM, on the demife of Sarah, took to 
& wife a woman called Chetura, by whom he had. 
fix children, endowed with equal powers of body and 





Madian, fofabac, and Sous. The latter had two fons, 
Sabathan and Dadan, to whom were born Latufim, 
Affur, and Luom. The fons of Madian were E- 
phas, Ophren, Anoch, Ebidas, and Eldas. All thefe 
and their fucceffors, at the direétion of Abraham, 





rectified ; for it certainly was Davii, and not Solz:mor, who 
ereted the firft altar there, according to the account given by 
Mofes the Jewihh legiflator, 
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founded colonies in the country of the Troglodytes, 
and that part of Arabia Felix which is bounded by 
the Red Sea. Tradition reports thac Ophir entered 
Lybia ar the head of an army, took pofileffion of it, 
and that his fucceffors, taking up their refidence in 
it, called it in procefs of time by the name of Africa, 
This reporcis, in fome meafurc, confirmed by Alex- 
ander Polyphittor, who alludes to an hiftory of the 
Jews, written in the ityle and manner of Motes, by the 
prophet Cleodemus, or Malchus. This writer re- 
lates, ‘chat Abraham had feveral children by Chetu- 
“* ra, of whom he names three, Ophir, Surim, and 
“© Japher. The Syrians derive their appellation from 
“© Surim, as dothecity of Aphra, and the country of 
“* Africa, from the twoothers. He adds, that they 
© tought under the command of Tlercules, in his 
“ expedition in Lybia againit Anteus; and that 
‘© Wercules, taking to wife the daughter of Apher, 
* the bore him a fon called Debor, or Deden, who 
“© was the father of Sopho, founder of a barbarous 
* race, known by the appellation of Sophaces.” 

Tiaac having now almott atrained to the age of 
forty years, his father became anxious to provide him 
a wife, and therefore deputed a trulty fervanct as 
mefienger to demand in marriage Rebecca the daugh- 
ter of Bethuel, his brother Nachor’s fon. Having 
previoufly bound him to a faithful difcharge of his 
commiffion by an oath, (which ceremony was per- 
formed by the fervant’s putting his hand under his 
multer’s thigh, ) Abrahamdifmifled him with valuable 
prefents to difpente at his difcretion upon his arrival. 
After a tedious and fatiguing journey through Melo- 

xotamia, where the traveller is impeded in the winter 

y deep bogs, and by a icarcity of water in the fum- 
mer, as well as con{tantly expoted cto the depredations 
of robbers, he at length arrived atthe city of Char- 
ran, and in the fuburbs met feveral young maidens 
Soing to a well todraw water. his induced him to 
offer up an ejaculation to God, that if the intended 
alliance had his fanétion, Rebecca, whom his matter 
had sent him to demand in marriage for his fon, 
might come forth amongft the reit, and that the token 
by which he fhould diltinguifh her might be the 
Immediate compliance with his requeft of fome water 
to appeale his thirit, after a general denial from the 
reft. Pofleffed with this idea, he approached the well, 
and applying individually to each to give him to 
drink, was refuled on different pretences by them all, 
oneexcepted, who reproaching her companions with 
their uncourteous behaviour toa {tranger, as well as 
want of dererence to the male character, with the 
Sreaceft humanity prefented him the pitcher. 

This propitious event encouraged the meffenger to 
pave the way for the introduétion of his commiffion: 
therefore after commending her humanity and gene- 
rofity, in relieving a diltreffed traveller even at the 
expence of her own Jabour, he proceeded to enquire 
concerning her parents, whom he pronounced happy 
in fuch a daughter, adding an earneft prayer to the 
Almighty that the might be blefied with a pious and 
affectionate hufband, and_become the mother of a 
numerous and virtuous offspring. 

The innocent maid, without referve, ingenuoufly 
replied, “My name is Rebecca: Bethuel, my father, 

; is long deceafed; fo that the concerns of our fa- 
«muy are under the direétion of my mother and my 
a pears who are the guardians of my youth- 

~ oOo: 

. inferring from what had paffed, that the nego- 
tiation was favoured by the interpofition of Pro- 
vidence, he prefented the maid with feveral female 
ornaments, requefting her acceptance as a recom- 
pence for her fingular courtefy on the moft preffing 
occafion, and adding an earneft intreaty that he might 
be vouchfafed an afylum in her uncle’s houfe, as 
night coming on, he could not profecute his journey 
without danger of fuftaining the lofs of jewels of im- 
menie value, which could not be in any place with 
fuch affurance of fecurity as at the houfe of thofe 
whofe benevolence and humanity he conceived fo 
firm an opinion of, from che open and ingenuous be- 
haviour of their beauteous re ative; and concluded 
with declaring, that if her uncle and mother would 


a a os 


(a) The births of Efau and Jacob are, byJofephus, faid to be 
after A sraham's death; but it fhould have been exprefied as after 
Sarah’s death. ‘The order of the narrative in Genefis, not al- 
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deign him reception, he would make them ample re= 
compence alfo forhisentertainment. | 

Rebecca returned for anfwer, that his opinion of 
the humanity of her relations was well founded, but 
not his fufpicion of their liberality, afuring him that 
if admitted, he would be entertained without ex- 
pence; and then entreated permiffion to acquaint her 
uncle with the circumftance, previous to_his in- 
troduction. J.aban being tuhs apprized of the ar- 
rival of a ftranger, received him with the frankeft 
hofpitality, giving orders to his fervants to take care 
of his camels, while he was entertained at his own 
table. Supper being removed, the meffenger thus 
addreffed the mother and uncle of Rebecca; ‘SI am 
*© deputed on efpecial embafly from Abraham the fon 
“ of TVhares: for Nachor (addreffing himfelf to the 
“ woman) the grandfather of your children, was 
“© brother to Abraham by the famefather and mother. 
“* Tam authorized by him to afk your daughter in 
“© marriage to his legitimate fon and heir, whom 
“ he hath refufed to the moft powerful and opulent 
“ of his country, preferring an alliance with thofe 
*¢ of his own kindred. Fruttrate not, therefore, his 
‘* well-founded intentions, efpecially as the Divine 
‘* interpofition appears fo evidently to have formed 
“© the defign, in direéting me firft to the maiden, and 
“‘ then to your habitation; for when I entered the 
“© city, and perceived many virgins approaching the 
** well, I offered upa fervent prayer that I might 
“© find the maiden of whom I was in queft, which the 
** Almighty was pleafed to grant. Ratify, therefore, 
*¢ by your authority, an union manifeftly approved. 
“© from on high, and render my matter happy in 
** acceding to the purport of my commiffion, by the 
°° voluntary refignation of your daughter to the poi~ 
** feffion of his beloved fon.”? The match appear- 
ing, on the fhorteft reflection, fo conducive to the 
welfare of the virgin, the honour and dignity of the 
family, as well as conformable to the will of God, he 
obtained the confent of the parties concerned. Re- 
becca was therefore configned to the care of the trufty 
meffenger, by whom fhe was conduéted to Haac, now 
become lord of his father’s poffefions ; as all the 
fons of Abraham by Chetura had departed, and fixed 
their refidence in remote countries. 


CHAP. XVI. 
Death and Burial of Abraham. 


BRAHAM, foon after the confummation of the 
marriage between his darling fon Maac and the 
beauteous Rebecca, which he had 10 devoutly wifhed, 
paid the debt of nature in the hundred and feventy- 
hfth year of his age. His piety and virtue were fo 
eminently confpicuousthroughout the tranfactions of 
his whole life, that he was not only fingularly fa- 
voured by his God, but revered by his cotemporaries 
as an ornament to human nature, and a character 
worthy of univerfal imitation. He was busied at 
Hebron, near his wife Sarah ; the funeral rites being 
performed by his fons Ifhmael and Iaac. 


CHAP. XVII. 


BirthsofEfau and Facob. Famine in the land of Canaan. 
Lfaaé intends to return into Egypt. Diverted from 
his defign. Repairs to Gaza. Abimelech treats him 
with hofpitality, afterwardsrenews the treaty of friend- 
frip. Lfau fipplanted by Facob in his father’s blef- 
fig, at the infiance of bis mother. 


OON after Ifaac had performed his laft office of 
duty to his deceafed parent, his wife Rebecca 
became pregnant, and being of moft extraordinary 
bulk, her hufband, as the time of her delivery ap- 
proached, was extremely anxious for her fafety, and 
enquired of the Lord the caufe of fo fingular an ap- 
earance. He was informed that this wife fhould 
ear twins (2) who fhould give names to two feveral 
nations, and that in procefs of time, he who at firft 
feemed to be the leis fignificant fhould become the 
moftimportant. Atlength, according to the Divine 





ways exactly according to the order of time, feemsto have Ied 
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intimation, Rebecca was delivered of twins, the el- 
der of whom was covered with hair from head to feet, 
and the younger came into the world holding his 
brother by the heel. The former, called Efau, (and 
by fome Seir, from the hairinefs of his body,) was the 
favourite of his father ; but the latter, whofe name 
was Jacob, engroffed the affection of his mother. 

A dreadful famine raging at_this time in Canaan, 
Ifaac was inclined to retire to Egypt ; but being di- 
verted from his purpofe, at the Divine command, he 
repaired to Gerar. King Abimelech at firft gave 
him 2 kind reception, according to the league of 
friendfhip and amity which had fubfifted between 
that monarch andhis father Abraham. But foon per- 
ceiving the peculiar interpofition of Divine Provi- 
dence in favour of Ifaac and all his concerns, his 
envy and jealoufy were excited to fuch a degree, that 
he expelled him from his environs. Ifaac withdrew 
to a place called Pharan, or the Valley, not far diftant 
from Gerar; where his fervants, on attempting to 
dig, in order to difcover a fpring of water, were op- 
poied by fome of the king’s fhepherds; and as Ifaac 
determined not to contend with them, they imagined 
they had carried their point. Removing to a more 
diftant place, Ifaac’s fervants renewed the attempt, 
and were annoyed in the fame manner as before ; but 
his prudence again inducing them to avoid extremi- 
ties, he at length obtained permiffion from the kin 
to dig, upon which he funk a well, and called it 
Rooboth, fignifying, in Hebrew, large or fpacious. 
One of the two former places he named Efcon, and 
the other Siennes ; words implying, in the original, 
contention and enmity. 

_But the increafing power and riches of Haac raifed 
difquieting apprehenfions in themindof Abimelech, 
which added to reficétions on the inftances of his 
breach of friendfhip in the late circumftance of dig- 
ing for the well, excited his fear left [aac fhould em- 
brace the firft opportunity of revenging the injuries 
he had done him. He had therefore recourfe to dif- 
fimulation, and taking with him Pico], oneof his 
pancipel officers, as arbiter, repaired tothe place of 

faac’s refidence, and there propofed a renewal of the 
former league of friendfhip and amity. Ifaac being 
of a moft courteous difpofition, readily complied. 
The ratification of the league put an end to all ani- 
mofity;, and Abimelech, having accomplifhed his 
purpofe, returned home with poet fatisfaction. 

Efau, I{aac’s favourite fon, having obtained to the 
age of forty years,-took to himfelf two wives, Ada, 
the daughter of Elon, and Alibama, the daughter of 
Efebion, two of the moft powerful perfons amongft 
the Canaanites. In neither of thefe, contracts did 
Efau confult the will and pleafure of his father, af- 
fured he fhould never obtain his confent, as Ifaac was 
averfe to any alliance with the people of the country. 
‘The error, however, being irremoveable, fuch was the 
good father’s candour and moderation, that he did 
not command their expulfion, but only enjoined his 
fon to conceal his marriage. - 

When Ifaac was ftricken in years, and deprived of 
his fight, he called his fon Efau to him, and havin 
lamented the infirmities of age, and the lofs of his 
eyes, which prevented him_ from ferving God with 
his wonted alacrity, expreffed an earneft defire of 
Jeaving him his bleffing before his departure. To 
this purpofe he ordered his fon to proceed to the 
hunt, and to prepare him a repaft (4) from whatever 
chance might throw in his way; adding, that upon 
fuch confideration, he would offer up his fervent 
prayer to the Almighty for his future prote¢tion and 
favour towards him, 1s the beft manner he could em- 
ploy the fhort interval between the prefent moment, 
and his entrance on an eternal world. 

Efau immediately fet forth; but(4) Rebecca over- 
hearing what paffed, and defirous of transferring the 
promifed blefling from Efau to her favourite fon 
Jacob, though in direct oppofition to her hufband’s 
mind and will, commanded him inftantly to kill a 





(a) This repaft, or fupper, to be caught by hunting, was in- 
tended for a feftival on a facrifice; and Ifaac expected that upon 
the prayers ufual on thofe occafions, his fon would be interelted 
in the bleffings fupplicaced for him. We find that after having, 
through deception, bleffed Jacob, he attempts not to retraét, 
con{cious that the bleffing came not from him, but from God, 
and that an alteration was out of his power. 
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kid, and prepare a repaft for his father. Jacob, ob- eceby by 
fequious to his mother, obeyed her command 5 and higmokee 
having prepared every thing according to her direc: deceives” 
tion, ipread the fkin of the kid over his neck and beth Jace 
hands, that by thofe means he might elude the fuf= *"* 4" 
pices ot his parent, aged and blind, and confirm 

him in the affurance of his being his brother Efau, 

as he refembled him _in every other particular in- 

ftance. In this difguife, therefore, left he fhould be 
furprifed before [aac had finifhed his prayer, and 
through a detection of the impofition, incur a curle 

inftead of procuring a’ bleffing, he haftened to pre- 

fent what he had prepared to his fire. But the old 

man perceiving that his voice differed from that of 

his brother, defired his fon to approach him. Jacob 

then putting forth his arms covered with the kid’s 

fkin, Iaac exclaimed, ‘*‘ Though thy voice be like 

** unto Jacob, yet by the hairinefs of thy arms thou 

** feemeft unto me to be Efau.” Then without the 

leaft {ufpicion of deceit, as foon.as he had eaten what 

was prepared, he thus invoked the God of heaven 

and earth. ‘* Eternal, and fupreme, and univerfal The father 
‘* Creator, who to my father haft been pleafed to »°w blind | 
“© promife, and on ime to confer, many and impor- Bry Ge 
** tant bleffings, with affurance of continuing them whom he 
‘* to my pofterity, Jet thy mercies be ftill extended souehé 
“ towards me, nor let them depart from me in my * 2 
°° prefent languid ftate, in hick 1 moft need thy Di- 

°° vine fupport. Vouchfafe to preferve this my fon, 

© proteét him from evil, blefs him according to thine 

‘© abundant goodnefs, render him formidable to his 

** enemies, and the joy and delight of his family and 

“ friends.” Thus did the good old [aac prefer his 

pee to the Almighty, as he thought, in behalf of 

his favourite fon Eiau; but he had fearcely come to ~ 

a conclufion when Efau returned from the. hunt, 

which, though the father perceived, as he knew his 
intention was fruftrated, he paffed unnoticed. T'he 

elder brother, thus difappointed, intreated a fimilar 
bleffing with the younger; but his father denied him, 
alledging, that he could neither recal nor transfer 

the blefling given to Jacob; fo that Efau had only to 

jament the feverity of his fate. Ifaac, moved by his 

tears, in order to confole, affured him, that he and. 

his pofterity fhouldexcelin, and acquire vaft FENOWN: Kfau's pot 
from, perfonal {trength, activity in hunting, and mar- terity were 
tial exercifes, though he muft ever a€t in Jubordina- 12 befamou 
tion to his brother. Jacob, apprehenfive of his bro- swhile Yack 
ther’s refentment, for having by ftratagem fupplant- fupplaated 
ed him in fo important a concern as his aged father’s 1m ofthe 
blefling, was freed from his fears by means of his ‘bleflings. 
mother, who prevailed on his father to fend himinto__. 
Mefopotamia, to felect a wife from amongft her kin- syaccs fies 
dred: whilft Efau, confcious of having difplealed to avoid the 
his father in forming an alliance with the Canaanites, fefen tment 
determined to make fome reparation for his errors by ana 
marrying Baffamath the daughter of Ifhmael, towhom - 

he was in future more_affeétionately atrached than - 

to either of his other wives. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Facob fets out for Mefopotamia. Vifious of the ladder. 
He ‘arrives at Haran, and: enters intd converfation 
with Rachael ; is introduced to, and cordially received. 
a Rachael in marriage. Obtains Laban’s confent. 

eception practifed by Laban. Facob’s Servitude. | 
Marriage with Rachael. Explication of the names of ’ 
his fons. Facob’s flight. Is purfued and overtaken 
by Laban, His accufation againft Facob. Facob’s 
vindication. Laban’s duplicity. “Ihe parties enter 
into a covenant of amity. 


Vereen having received orders from his father, Gen. xx 
through the perfuafion of his mother Rebecca, to *» &* 
fet out for Mefopotamia, to form an union with the 
daughter of his uncle Laban, proceeded on his jour- 

ney through the country of Canaan. But as the in- 
habitants maintained a moft inveterate averfion to 
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(8) Whether Jacob, or his mother Rebecca, were moft to be 
cenfured for this impofition upon Ifaac in his old age, is not eafy 
to be determined. However, the bleiling being delivered as a 
prediction of future events, and foretelling things to befal the 


pofterity of Jacob and Efau in future ages, was certainly pro- 
vidential, 
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his family, he ufed the utmoft precaution as indif- 

enfibly neceflary for his fecurity; infomuch, that 
be would not take up even a temporary refidence 
amoneft them, chufing rather to repofe upon ftones, 
as a pillow, under the canopy of heaven. One night 
as he fleptin this manner, a vifion reprefented to his 
imagination a ladder fixed on the earth, and reaching 
with its fummic to heaven. On the iteps defcend- 
ed certain beings, furpaffing in form the ordinary 
part of mankind. Ac the upper extremity appeared 
the Almighty, who calling jacob by his name, ad- 
dreffed him in words to the following purport. °° De- 
“¢ {cendant of a pious father, and a grandfather emi- 
“ nent for his exalted virtues, be not difmayed by 
*© dangers or difficulties that may now prefent them- 
“ felves, but be encouraged by the profpect of my 
“< future favour and protection. I am He who con- 
“¢ ducted Abraham hither, when he was expelled 
“© Mefopotamia by his kindred; who crowned thy 
“¢ father with bleflings, nor fhall they be wanting to 
“thee. Profecute, therefore, thy journey under my 
“< immediate dire€tion. The event of thy intended 
“* marriage fhall be profperous in a numerous and 
“¢ virtuous offspring, to whom and their defcend- 
“¢ ants I will give not only the poffeffion of this land, 
<¢ but they fhall increafe the population of the whole 
“earth, throughout every part to which the beams 
“* of the fun extend their genial influence. Proceed, 
“* then, with confident reliance on my guidance, and 
“* be affured of my continual affiftance.” 

Animated by. thefe great and important promifes, 
which the Almighty was pleafed to communicate to 
him in the vifion, Jacob anointed the {tones on which 
he had refted his head, while he received the happy 
tidings, and vowed, if he returned in fafety, ro facri- 
fice to God _on that very fpot, which he accordingly 
performed, by offering up a tenth part of all his fub- 
ttance. To perpetuate the remembrance of the place 
where the vifion appeared to him, he called it Bethel, 
fignifying, in the Hebrew, Houfe of God. 

Purfuing his journey, Jacob at length arrived at 
Haran; and meeting in the fuburbs fome fhepherds 
and {feveral young perfons fitting on the bank of 
a fountain, joined, and requefted them to let him 
drink. A converfation enfuing, he took an oppor- 
tunity of making enquiry concerhing one Laban, 
and was informed that the fame of Laban had long 
eftablifhed his name, which was therefore well known 
throughout the country. They added that his daagh- 
ter was expected there, being accuftomed to feed her 
flock with them, and referred him to her for all the 
intelligence he wifhed to obtain. 

Rachael at that inftant appeared, and being made 
acquainted with the ftranger’s enquiries, indicated 
great complacency, afked him concerning his fa- 
mily and _bufinefs, and difcovered the utmoft readi- 
nefs to afford him her beft information and affiftance. 
Charmed by the beauty of her perfon, rather than at- 
tracted by the courtefy of her demeanour, or the al- 
liance of kin, Jacob conceived the tendereft paffion 
for the lovely maid, whom he thus addreffed: ** If, 
« sar creature, thou art the daughter of Laban, our 

; families were united by the ties both of confan- 
(, guinity and friendfhip long previous to thine or 
my exiftence, Abraham, Arran, and Nachor, be- 
ing the immediate offspring of Thares. Bethuel, 
«, thy grandfather, was Nachor’s fon; and Abra- 
ham, and Sarah, the daughter of Arran, were the 
parents of my father Ifaac. But there is yet a 
nearer and dearer tie of affinity, for my mother, 
Rebecca, is thy father Laban’s fifter, by one and 
~ the fame father and mother. The object of my 
journey, therefore, is to renew the ancient family 
league.” The recital of thefe particulars recalling 
to her memory many circumftances fhe had heard 
from her father in her earlieft years, refpecting Re- 
becca, of whom fhe was affured her parents would 
gladly receive intelligence, moved an affectionate 
tear; fo that having faluted the young man, fhe in- 
ormed him, that nothing would more_conduce_to 
the happinefs of her father and the whole family, 
than to receive tidings of his fifter, and therefore de- 





C4) This inheritance, by fome learned commentators, is called 
dingdom, as promifed to Efau the firft-born ; and it feems that 
Jofephus thought it due to him whom Ifaac fhould blefs as his 
frf-born, Butif by the inheritance, or kingdom, we are to 
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fired him to accompany her home, that the good old 
man might no longer be deprived of fo exquifite a 
gratification. 

Jacob being introduced by Rachael to her father 
Laban, was acknowledged, and faluted as his rela- 
tion, paffed his time in focial tranquillity, and con- 
tributed much to the domeftic felicity of the fa- 
mily. In procefs of time, Laban having exprefied 
the utmoft fatisfaction in the fociety of Jacob, dif- 
covered a defire of learning the motive which in- 
duced him to leave his parents in their advanced age, 
when they required his moft unremitting attention ; 
affuring him at the fame time that nothing fhould be 
wanting on his part to promote the defign and in- 
tention of his journey. Jacob then frankly difclofed 
the whole matter, informing him, ‘* that Haac had 
twin fons, Efau and himfelf; that as, by his mother’s 
contrivance and affiftance, he had deprived his bro. 
ther of their father’s intended (a) GnRereance: Esau 
fought his life, as having wrefted from him his legal 
poffeffions, as well as the bleffings for which his ta- 
ther imagined he had interceded in his behalf.’”? He 
confeffed that, with the advice of his mother, he had 
fled to him for refuge, and affured him that next to 
the care of Providence, he expected fuccour and af- 
iiteace from one {fo nearly and dearly allied as him. 

elf. . 
Laban gave him the moft folemn affurances of fup- 
por and protection, not only on account of the al- 

iance of their anceftors, but the cordial affection he 
entertained for his mother ; in proof of which he ap- 
pointed him overfeer of his numerous flocks, and fu- 
perintendant of all his fhepherds, till fuch time as he 
fhould be defirous of returning home, when he would 
difmifs him with every token of refpect that could 
befpeak a regard for his alliance. 

Jacob expreffed the higheft fenfe of fuch fingular 
proofs of efteem, profefied himlelf bound to the belt 
fervices of his liberal patron, as his fupreme delighe,; 
but intimated that the only compeniation he defired, 
was the beftowal in marriage ot the beauteous Ra- 
chael, whofe perfon and virtues were the objects of 
his admiration, and the {pring of all his words and 
actions. 

Jacob’s ingenuous behaviour was highly pleafing 
to Laban, who readily confented to the marriage, 
pce him to any other man as a fon-in-law ; 

ut requetted him to continue his abode with him 
fome time, as he was rather difinclined to fend his 
daughter amongft the Canaanites, having often re- 
pented his fifter’s forming an alliance in fo remote a 
country. 

Jacob readily acceded to the propofal, and entered 
into a covenant to ferve his uncle feven years, ex- 
preffing a fatisfaction in having an opportunity of 
teftifying his fidelity in fuch a manner as to prove 
himfelf worthy of the alliance. 

The covenant was ratified, and being fulfilled, 
Laban prepared the nuptial feaft ; but night drawing 
on, he found means, without the fufpicion of Jacob 
toconvey his other daughter, Leah, lefs beautiful an 
more advanced in years than Rachael, to the bridal 
bed. Jacob, through the deception of the night, 
and the infenfibility of intoxication, had intercourfe 
with her; butthe return of morning difcovering the 
delufion, Jacob reproached his uncle with the trea- 
chery of his behaviour, when he exculpated himfelf 
from any evil intention, by urging neceffity as a plea, 
as the cuftom of the country precluded the younger 
fifter from marrying before the elder. He added that 
he fhould ftill poffefs Rachael, on condition that he 
would ferve him the other feven years. Such was 
his paffion, that he apiece to fervirude for the fame 
term as before; att. ‘ 
bours were, compenfated by receiving the object of 


his admiration as his own. . 
Their father appointed two handmaids to attend 


’ his daughters : Zilpah waited on Leah, and Billah on 


Rachael: thefe were not treated as flaves, but as 
fubjeé&ts. The warmth of Jacob’s- affection for Ra- 
chael wounded Leah with jealous pangs; yet fhe con. 
foled herfelf at intervals with hopes thatif fhe fhould 





underftand that expeéted under the Meffiah, Jacob, by obtaining 
this bleffing of the firft-born, became the genuine heir of that 
kingdom in oppofition to Efau. 
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bear children, fhe mightthereby conciliate his efteem, 
and therefore put up inceffant prayers to God, that 
he would grant her iffue. Theevent confirmed her 
hope; fhe brought forth a fon, who being the means 
of reftoring her hufband’s affection, was called Rev- 
ben, or The Son of Vifiou, becaute fhe obtained him 
through the mercy of God. | : 
She afterwards brought him three other fons; Si- 
meon, implying, that God bad heard ber; Levy, mean- 
ing the Bandof Society, and Judah, fignifying Thank/- 
giving. Rachael, apprehenfive that Leah’s fruitful- 
nefs might fupplant her in the efteem of her hufband, 
caufed her handmaid Billah to have intercourfe with 
Jacob, by whom fhe conceived a fon called Dan, or 
Lhe Judgement of God ; and after him another, named 
Naphtali, or Artifice; becaule fhe had recourfe to 
fubtlity to requite her fifter’s fruitfulnefs. Leah in 
refentment adopted the fame flratagem againft Ra- 
chael, and gave up her maid Zilpah to her hufband, 
who by her had two fons; Gad, or Son of Chance, 
and Affer, or Blefed; becaufe Leah was preferred for 
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cufed, he had a right to the effects he had taken, as 
a compenfation for his long fervitude; and that his 
daughters had accompanied him in lawful obedience 
to the command of an hufband, and from motives of 
an affectionate regard for their children. He pro- 
ceeded to obferve, by way of juft reproach, that La- 
ban, who was the brother of his mother, and who had 
given him his daughters in marriage, had fubieéted 
him by artifice to long and moft laborious fervitude, 
to toils, from which, had he borne him any refent- 
ment, he might long fince have delivered himielf. 
Laban had certainly dealt unjuftly by Jacob; tor 
perceiving that God was pleafed to favour him with 
tokens of his protection and blefiing, he promifed 
him_at one time all the whole cattle that fhould be 
produced in the year; and at another all the flock; 
but at the expiration of the refpective terms, he re- 
fufed to fulfil the agreemenc. Jacob gave-him full 
liberty to fearch for the images ; but Rachael had 
hidden them under her camel’s faddle, and evaded 
the fearching, by pretending to a periodical indifpo- 
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fition. A reconciliation now eniued, the terms OF Reconciiy, 
which were, that paft injuries fhould be buried in ob- tion eta. 
livion, and that Jacob fhould love and cherifh his ¢4)#da 

daughters. compatk ta, 


her truitfulnefs. . 
Reuben, the eldeft fon of Leah, brought to his 
mother fomeapples of mandrake, which Rachael per- 
ceiving, fhe expreffed a longing defire to tafte the 
fruit. Leah churlifhly denied her, alledging, that 
fhe ought to reft contented with the afcendency fhe 


_They then entered into a folemn_co- ted ine 
venant, which was ratified on a mountain, where between de 
they erected a pillar in the form of an altar, ftiling, fumilics 


held in her hufband’s affection. To footh her fifter 
into compliance, and gratify her own inclination, 
Rachael told her fhe would refign Jacob to her that 
night; in confequence of which he had again chil- 
dren by Leah, viz. [fiachar, or gained by Hire; and 
Zebulon, or Token of Good Will; and a daughter, 
called Dinah. 

Rachael at length brought forth a fon, who was 
called Jofeph, or Addition. As Jacob had now ferved 
his father-in-law for the {pace of twenty years, he 
became defirous of returning with his wives to his 
own inheritance; but as he could by no means ob- 
tain Laban’s confent, he determined to effect his 


that fpot and the furrounding country Galaad,- 
or The Hill of Witnefs, which name it retains to this 
day. The treaty was fucceeded by a tfeftival, after 
which the parties fet out for their refpective habita- 
tions. 


CHAP. XIX. 
Jacob difpatches meffengers to Efau, previous to bis re- 


turn.” Ina vifton wreftles with an angel, and over- 
comes. Amicable interview with Efau. 


URING his journey to the land of Canaan, gen. git 
Jacob had many propitious vifions ; wheretore 1, se. 
he named the place where they occurred, The Field of 
God. But ftill apprehenfive of Efau’s refentment, 
he difpatched meffengers to difcover the fituation of 
affairs at home, and charged one of them with this 
intimation to his brother, ** That having, ona for- 
mer occafion, roufed his indignation, he had chofen 
to abandon his country, and now_hoped that time 
had erafed former animofities. ‘That he was upon 
his return, with his wives, his children, and the ef- 


Jac with flight by ftratagem. To this purpofe he founded the 
and flocks, difpofition of his wives, who both encouraged him 
departs fe- in the attempt. Jaces departed, and took with him 
ioe from privately half Laban’s flocks, while Rachael convey- 
. ed off her father’s idols, not througa any veneration, 
Se as fhe had been taught by Jacob the wickednefs and. 
way her fa- abfurdity of worfhipping images, but thinking if 
ther’s idols. Laban fhould purfue them, a reconciliation might be 
accomplifhed, oy reftoring them. She was accom- 
panied in her flight by her fifter, the four handmaids, 

and all their children. 


Laban, on the firft notice of their efcape, purfued 
them with a {trong party, intending to affault them, 
and in the evening of the feventh day overtook them 


fects he had by his induftry acquired; that he had 
fent fome of the inoft valuable as a token of his fub~ 
miffion, and would efteem it his greateft happinefs to 


Laban over. 28 they were refting themfelves on a rifing ground. have the blefing God had imputed to him, with his 

zakes Jacob, But Divine Providence interpofing, he was torbidden beloved brother.” : 

but refvains in a vifion to ufe violence either againft Jacob or his This frank and ingenuous behaviour was highly Good effets 
from vio daughters, affuring him that if from a prefumption of poate to Efau, who fet forth at the head of four of Jae 
Sivinecom. Luc Weaknefs of the inferior party he fhould dare to undred armed men to meet his brother. Jacob was meffencers 


Divine com- Ss fs : ° . . ‘ 
mand, only affail them, the Almighty would efpoufe their caufe, alarmed at the intelligence of the approach of a for- te his brow 
ther Elau, 


accufing, and lift up his Onsnipotent arm in their defence. midable body of men, yet fixing his confidence in 
ingratitude. Laban, duly impreffled with the Divine command, the aid of Omnipotence, he determined to repel force 


appointed a conference with Jacob the enfuing day ; 
and having mentioned the particular circumftances 
of his dream, expoftulated with him on the impro- 
pricty of his conduct in attempting to depart fecretly 
jrom one, by whom, in a ftate of indigence, he had 
been fo hberally fupplied with every thing of which 
he ftood in need. ** I have (/aid Laban) given thee 
‘* my daughters in marriage, hoping thereby to have 
confirmed our friendfhip; but you, on the con- 
trary, regardlefs of your duty to your mother, to 
‘* me, to your wives, or to your children, have treat- 
“© ed meas an enemy, in ranfacking my property, fe- 
** ducing my daughters to abandon their father, and 
** carrying off my houfhold gods, which I and my 
** progenitors have held in fuch profound venera- 
** tion. ‘his is the treatment I have received at the 
** hand, not of a profeffed enemy, but at the hand 
“* of anearly allied relative, the fon of my fifter, 
*© the hufband of my daughters, the covenanted 
** friend of my bofom.” 

Jacob urged, in vindication of himfelf, that the 
love of his country was a paffion common to man- 
kind, and famed as it were with the Divine Image 
on his mind; that it was therefore natural for him, 
atter fo long an abfence, to feel a defire of returning: 
that with relpect to the robbery of which he was ac- 
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by force; and dividing his company into two com- 
pact bodies, ordered one to advance, and act as océa- 
fion might require, and the other to proceed flowly 
in the rear, in order to fuitain them in cafe of an 
affault. 

Having taken fuch neceffary precaution, he again 
fent meffengers with prefents to his brother. ‘Thefe 
confifted of curious animals, which marched in 
proceffion, the better to difplay their fize, pro- 
perties, and numbers, enhance their value, and 
thereby conciliate the efteem of his brother, to 
whom the meffengers were charged _to fhew every 
token of refpeét and fubmifion. The day_being 
fpent in making thefe difpofitions, he caufed his 
company to march by night; and when they had 
paffed a brook called Jabboch, Jacob, who brought 
up the rear, had a vifion, in which he femed to 
wreftle with an angel, and came off victorious. The 
angel then addreffed him, affuring him that his hav- 
ing atchieved fo extraordinary a feat as that of over- 
coming an heavenly meflenger, prefaged much future 
fuccefs; that his pofterity fhould be invincible, and 
conquer in all their enterprizes. He therefore en= 


joined him by the Divine direétion, to affume in fu- 


ture the name of Ifrael, which, in the Hebrew, fig- 
nifies fruggling or refifting. a 
$ 
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As Jacob had importuned a relation of his future 
fortune, he requefted of theangel, when he beéamnefen- 
(ible of his Divine commiffion, to be explicit in every 
circumftance; which done, the vifion difappeared. 
acob, animated by fo joyful an event, named the 
place Phanuel, or The face of God. But one of the 
finews of his thigh being ftrained in the conteft, he 
ever after abitained from eating the hind part of any 
animal; a cuftom {till obferved by our nation.” 
On receiving intelligence of the approach of Efau 
and his company, Jacob ordered his wives and their 
attendants to keep ata diftance from the main body, 
as afecurity for their perfons, if there fhould bea 
neceffity for coming to action. | . . ‘ 
When he perceived the pacific difpofition of his 
brother, Jacob ran to him, and threw himfelf at his 
feet. Efau, on the other hand, cordially embraced 
him, kindly enquired after the welfare of his wives 
and children, and humanely offered to conduct them 
to his father. Jacob declined the offer, on pretence 
of the fatigues his cattle had fuftained through a te- 
dious journey, fo that they feparated for the prefent; 
his brother retiring to the town of Seir, fo called 
from the thicknefs of Efau’s hair; while Jacob re- 
paired to a place called at this day The Tents, and 
from thence to Shechem, acity of the Canaanites. 


CHAP. XxX. 


Violation of Dinab’s chaftity. Difcovery of Laban’ sidols. 
Death of Rachael, and afterwards of Ifaac. 


HE inhabitants of Shechem were at this-time 
engaged in the celebration of a feftival; and 
Dinah, Jacob’s only daughter, repaired thither, to 
gratify her curiofity, by obferving the female cuftoms 
and fafhions of the country. Shechem feeing Dinah, 
and becoming enamoured of her beauty, firft vio- 
lated her chaftity, which the more enflaming his 
paffion, he afked permiffion of his father to take her 
to wife. The king not only complied with. the. 
prince’s requeft, but made application himfelf to Ja- 
cob for his concurrence.. The overture threw Jacob 
into the greateft perplexity; not daring, on the one 
hand, to, difpute the authority of a monarch, nor, 
deeming it lawful or expedient, on the other, to form 
an alliance with a ftranger. He therefore evaded an 
explicit anfwer, and intreated time for mature deli-: 
beration.. The king thereupon retired, hoping to ob- 
tain confent: Jacob immediately referred the mat- 
ter to his fons, communicating to them, at the fame 
time, the rape of their fifter, and the requeft of 
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prince hisfon. Thofe of them who were not inime- 
diately interefted, were filent upon the occafion; but 
Simeon and Levi, defcended from the fame mother 
with the injured female, vowed revenge. The pre- 
fent feafon, being entirely devoted to feftivity, was 
very proper for the execution of their defign; fo 
that the brothers, in the dead of the night, having 
firft fallen upon and_ flain the guards, entered the 
city, and maffacred ali the males, (the king and his 
fon amongit the reft,) but offered no violence to the 
women. Finding their fifter, they conduéted her 
home; and having difcovered the tranfaction to their 
father, he was greatly difpleated, and fignified his 
difapprobation in the feverefk terms: but the Al- 
mighty was pleaifed to tonfole him in a dream, and 
commanded him to perform the facrifice he had 
vowed at the time he jaw the vifion in his journey to 
Mefopotamia. In making the neceffary preparation 
for thefe folemn rites, he cafually difcovered Laban’s 
idols, which Rachael had ftolen, and concealed under 
an oak tree in Shechem, wichout his knowledge. 
Taking his departure from thence, he offered an 

oblation to the Almighty in Bethel, on the very {por 
where he had feen the vifion at the commencement 
of his journey into Mefopotamia. As he was purfu- 
ing his courfe in the land of Ephrata, Rachael, his 
wite, died in child-bed, and was there interred, being 
the only one of the family who had nota place in the 
fepulchre at Hebron. Jacob having made great la- 
mentation for the lofs of his beloved wife 


ar 


given in tharriage to the 
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Simeon and 
Levi, bro- 
thers of Die 
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done her 
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mites, 
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called the child fhe bare on that melancholy occafion Bhs. 


Benjamin, or che Sox of Sorrow, from _the mortal 
pangs his birth had given his mother. The children 
of Jacob were twelve fons and one daughter, of whom 
eight were legitimate; fix by Leah, and two by Ra- 
chael; and two by each of their handmaids, whole 
names have been already mentioned. 

From Ephrata Jacob returned to Hebron, the re- 
fidence of his father Ifaac, by whom he was informed 
of the death of his mother Rebecca, a fhort time be- 
fore his arrival. Nor did the good old Ifaac long 
furvive his beloved confort, but paid the debt of na- 
ture foon after his return, and was buried by Jacob and 
Efau, near his progenitors, in the fepulchral tomb in 
Hebron. Ifaac imitated the virtues of his pious 
father, and experienced the peculiar affection and 
favour of the Almighty on the demife of Abraham. 
After a life devoted to the honour of God, and the 
good of mankind, he clofed a fcene of tranfient ex- 
utence, in the 185th year of his age, leaving an ex- 
ample worthy the imitation of poitericy. 


End of the First Boox. 
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From the Death of Ifaac to the Depatture of the Ifraelites out of : Egypt. 


[Containing a Period of above 220 Years.] 





CHAP. I. 


Bfau and Facob divide their inberitance, and guit their 
former places of refidence. Efau fells his birthright, 
and is therefore called Edom. ° His progeny. ° 


we N the demife of Ifaac, his fons, Efau and Ja- 
cob, divided his inheritance, and, in confe- 
quence thereof, quitted their former habi- 
tations. Efau leaving the city of Hebron to 
his brother, took up his abode in Seir, and became 
chief of the country of Idumaa, called Edom from 
the name he himfelf acquired on the following fingu- 
lar occafion. 

Returning on acertain time, during his juvenile 
days, from hunting, much oppreffed with fatigue 
and hunger, and finding his roster preparing for 
himfelffome lentil-pottage, the colour of which being 
red, the more created his appetite, he earneftly_re- 
quefted that he might participate of his fare. But 
Jacob, availing himfelf of his brother’s urgent ne- 
ceffity, peremptorily refufed him, unlefs he would 

Ene ens Tefign to him his birthright, to which Efau being fti- 
hisbirth. mulated by hunger, was conftrained to accede, and 
right, and the covenant _of affignment was confirmed by a fo~ 
istalted = jemn oath. Hence his cotemporaries called hin in 
Edain from * 

the red pot- derifion Edom, from the red hue of the pottage; for, 
tagewhich in the Hebrew language, Edom fignifies red. Hence 
was the alfo this country was denominated Edom; but the 
Prenee came Greeks, for the fake of rendering the found more 
the name of agreeable tothe ear, call it Idumeaa. = 
soumNEas Efau_ had five fons, of whom he had three by his 
Ftau'sder. Wite Alibama, Jaus, Jolam,and Chore; by Ada, Ali- 

AS Ole . 

tendants, azes, or Aliphates ; and Mofametha, or Bafematha, 

y Raguel. Aliphates had five legitimate children, 
“‘Cheman, Omer, Opheus, or Opher, Jotham, and 
Cenez, or Canaz. Amelech was illegitimate, being 
born_of onc of his concubines, whofe aame was 
Thefma. ‘I‘hefe inhabited that track of Idumeaa 
called Gobolites, and another parrnamed, from Ame- 
lech, Amelechitis. But Iduma being a country of 
vatt extent, retained its name ina general accepta- 
tion, though fome particular provinces derived their 
appellations from their refpetive founders. 


CHAP. It 


Sofeph incurs the envy and hatred of his brethren. His 
dreams. Interpretation of that refpeéting the fun, 
ees and fiars, His brethren confpire ‘againff his 
fe. 


Teo having been peculiarly favoured by the 
Divine protection and bleffing, and furpaffing all 

the inhabitants of the country, not only in the num- 

ber and virtue of his children, but alfo in opulence 

and dignity, became at once an object of reverential Jacob be- 
awe and rankling envy. His progeny were endowed ‘omesen’. 
with extraordinary mental and corporeal abilities, Rihesand 
and equally adept in fuch exercifes as required their endow. 
refpective exertions. Indeed the Almighty feemed mets ot 
fo péculiarly to fuperintend his concerns in general, me 
that events to human wifdom, apparently adverfe, 

were, by an overfeeing Providence, rendered fub- 
fervient to his benefit, and that of his pofterity, as 

is evident from our anceftors quitting the land of 
Egypt on the following occafion, 

Jofeph, the fon of Rachael, from his mental and 
perfonal accomplifhments, became the peculiar fa- 
vourite of his father Jacob. This partiality, together 
with the dreams he had related, prefaging his future 
fuccefs, naturally created the envy and hatred of his hie 
brethren ; for it is a foible (not to call it a vice) too see ay 
incidental to mankind to behold the profperity of verfiont 
others with an eye of jealoufy. The vifions which his? 
roufed fuch malevolent paffions were thefe. forint 

Being fent by his father with the reft of his bre- his futhe, 
thren to work at the harveft, a vifion appeared to him 24 his 
of fo extraordinary a nature from dreams in general, for 
that being induced to confult them on the occafion, quali 
he related to them the particulars. ‘* Behold (faid 
: he) I faw laft night in my fleep the fheaf of corn 
: which I had bound, ftanding firm on the very 
; {pot where I had fixedit, and thofe of your bind- 

ing moving towards it, in an inclining reverential 

poiture.” Elis brethren clearly inferred, from 
thence, that his future undertakings fhould be crown- 
ed with fuccefs, and that he fhould acquire power and 


duperiority 
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fuperiority over them; and though they concealed 
sheir opinions from Jofeph, inftantly conceived the 
moft inveterate averiion for him, and concerted the 
means of averting events fo mortifying to their own 
pride and ambition. d . 

But ir pleafed God to render abortive all their ma- 
licious fchemes, by caufing a fecond_and more ex- 
traordinary vifion to appear unto Jofeph. He_be- 
held in his dream the fun, moon, and eleven of the 
ftars, deicend on the earth, and do him reverence. 
“Fhis vifion gor h revealed to his father in the pre- 
fence of his brethren (without fulpicion of incurring 
ill-will) who intreated him to explain the meaning. 
The dream afforded Jacob fatistaction, as from re- 
volving the circumftances in his mind, he perceived 
they prefaged much ood to his fon: he thence in- 
ferred, that Jofeph ihould be exalted to opulence 
and power, and fhould receive obedience from his 
father, mother, and brethren. The fun and moon 
feemed to him to reprefent the father and the mother, 
becaufe the latter nourifhes and increafes all things, 
and from the former all things derive their form and 
force. The ftars feemed to refer to his brethren, 
who were in number eleven, and derive their power 
from the fun and moon, 
‘phe feversl Jacob’s jnterpretation feemed founded on pro- 
vifions that bability, and eerciore had a. deeper effect on the 
iy? h hady Minds of Jofeph’s brethren; for with refpeét to the 
foundation bleffings toretold, they confidered him in the light 
of thede of a ftranger, not as a brother in whofe fuccefs they 
perate de would participate, and therefgre formed a refolution 


: 
i 
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digns of his t 
brethren a- Of Compaffing his death. 


gaint him, Having concerted the means of accomplifhing 
and the yt their horrid defign, when the harveft was gathered 
‘wereformed in, they retired with their flocks into Shechem, a 
Pteukea” part of the country adapted to grazing, without giv- 
} sray his life. gs ee > : : 

ing their father any hotice of their departure. Jacob 
receiving no intelligence rei/pecting the {tate and con- 
dition of his flocks, and being alfo anxious for the 
welfare of his fons, fent Jofeph to make the necef- 
fary enquiries, with orders to tranfmit him imme- 
diate information. 


CHAP. Il. 


Sofeph’s brother Reuben concerts a febeme to fave bis life. 
He is fold to fome Arabian merchants. Artifice ufed 
by bis brethren to deceive their father, who bewails 
him as dead. 


m _e approach of Jofeph was an event agreeable 
Gen. xxxvii. i 
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affection arifing trom the tie of confanguinity, but 
becaufe they imagined it would afford them an op- 
portunity of fatiating their envy and malice by his 
immediate death, on which they had mutually re- 
| Reuben in- folved. But Reuben, the eldeft, recoiling at fo bafe 
. tases a defign, endeavoured to diffuade them from it, by 
| biethren in Feprefenting its heinous and atrocious nature, and the 
an eloquent univerfal deteftation they would incur thereby. He 


paste: enforced his advice, by obferving, that if in the eye 
Speech, of God the murder even of a ftranger in cool blood 


was a crime of the deepeft dye, how aggravated and 
deteftable muft it be to embrue their hands in the 
blood of a brother, whofe premature death would 
plant daggers in the breaft of a doating father, and 
be to him a fource of perpetual affliction. He pro- 
ceeded to conjure them to defift from their wicked 
intention, to confider the confequences that muft re- 
fult from the murder of a perfon fo juftly admired 
for his mental and perfonal accomplifhments, to 
dread the detection of fuch a crime, and the revenge 
of Omnipotence, and to remember that if they could 
be fo abandoned as to perpetrate fo horrid a deed, 
they would ever bear about them the intolerable load 
of confcious guilt, which would render them ac- 
curfed beyond expreffion. He pleaded the innocence 


of the youth as an object of compafiion, rather than, 


malevolence ; obferved thatenvy being the motive, 
would be an aggravation of the offence, and_con- 
tended laftly, that they would tempt the juftice of 
God, and render themfelves objects of his vengeance, 
by attempting the death of one fo manileftly ho- 
noured with tokens of the Divine favour and pro- 
tection. : 

By thefe and many other arguments did Reuben 
endeavour to divert his brethren from fhedding the 
blood of the innocent youth; but finding thar all 
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to his enraged brethren, not from motives of 


his intreaties had no effeét, nay, that they rather in- 

cenfed than appeafed, he had’ recourfe to other means, 

and propofed, that ashis death was irrevocably de- 

termined, they fhould mitigate its manner, and there- 

by in fome degree extermin/ate its criminality, al- 

ledging, that rather than {tain their hands with his 

blood, 1t would be more advifeable to caft him into 

a pit, and there leave him to the chance of death, 

This propofal being generally approved, Reuben 

took Jofeph, and binding him with a cord, let him Jofephia 

gently down into a pit, and then went ‘in queft of tet down 

Better palturage for his cattle. ‘ atthe 
After the departure of Reuben, Judah, one of Ja- fuation br 

cob’s fons, perceiving the approach of fome Arabian Reuben. 

merchants, who from Gilcad carry {pices and other 

Syrian merchandize into Egypt, propofed co his bre- 

thren to fell Jofeph to thelé adventurers, by which 

means they would be exempt from the.imputation of 

being acceffary to his.death, which would then in 

all probability happen in aremote country. Having 

obtained their confent, Jofeph was drawn out of the 

pit, and fold to theie merchants for twenty pieces of Ne is fla 

lilver, being at rhat time 17 years old. soe Uh 
Reuben, unacquainted with this circumftance, and when te 

determined_at all events to preferve the life of his venteen 

brother Jofeph, came by night to the pit, and called 95 %4+ 

upon him by name ; but from his not an{wering, con- 

jecturing that his brethren had put him to death, he 

reproached them bitterly, till he was appealed by 

their confeffion of, the truth. After thefe tranfac- 

tions, the brothers confulted on the means of cva- 

ding their father’s fulpicion, and concluded firft to Jacob's fona 

tear the coat of which they had itripped Jofeph ay 

when they caft him into the pit, and then having and undi. 

ftained it with goat’s blood, to prefent it to their tifully de 

tather as a token of his having been flain by wild eelye ne 

beaits. This point adjufted, they returned to the old father by 

man (who by this time had heard fome tidings of his +” semi- 

fon being loft, or fold captive) and prefenting the Rae sae 

coat rent and bloody, contrmed him inthe belief of 

what they wifhed him to entertain, efpecially as they 

affured him they had neither teen their brother, nor 

knew what had befallen him, more than trom the 

token of the coat they had found rent and bloody, 

from which they conjectured he had been flain by 

wild beafts. Jacob, hereupon, became inconfoleable, 

covered himielf with fackcloth according to the cuf- 

tom of the country, and notwithftanding all that 

could be offered to mitigate his grief, lamented the 

death of his fon, as if confirmed by the moft indu- 

bitable teftimony. 


CHAP. IV. 


Fofeph is fold by the merchants on their arrival in Egypt 
i Ub es of king Pharaol’s houfhold. ‘He ae 
tains the affections of his miftrefs. Rejcéts her careffes. 
Various feducing artifices without effect. Fofeph is 
accufed to Potipbar, and thrown into prifon. 


r ] ‘HE perfecuted Jofeph was afterwards fold by CG ie 
im iS =. . . Cn, RXXLiNe 
the merchants to Potiphar, an Egyptian officer, 1) sc, 
and fteward of king Pharaoh’s houfhold, who held Jofeph is _ 
him in high eftimation, caufed him to be initrudted tenet in 
in the liberal arts, and at length promoted him to of Putiphars 

the fuperintendance of the concerns of his family. In 

this elevated fituation he maintained his integrity, 
and, by a condué uniformly juft and virtuous, de- 
monftrated that his piety was genuine, equally proof 
again{t the allurements of profperity, or the trials of 
‘adverfity. In afhort time the graces of his perfon, 
and the affability of his difpofition, captivated the 
affection of his miafter’s wife, who, trom the artrac- pices: 

° = is miftre(g 
tion of her charms, and her exalred rank, prefumed on becomes 
his ready compliance with her defires as his higheft cnamoured 
honour and happinefs. But herein fhe had refpeét With hime 
to his ftation only, and not to his virtue, which fo 
{plendidly fhone forth throughout the whole of his 
conduét. 

At length fhe difcovered her paffion, and entreated Jofeph ree 
a reciprocal return; but Jofeph fpurned at all her Jeéts her 
overtures, alledying,, that after the fingular favour he “wnt 
had obtained from his lord, it would be as impious ; 
as ungrateful thus to injure him in the tendereft 
point. Fie then exhorted her to reftrain her inordi-« 
nate defires, repeating the former affeveration, and~ 
adding, that he would rather fubject himielf to the 
fevereit lot, than by acquiefcence participate in the 

complicarect 
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complicated guilt. ‘This repulfe inflamed her defire 
the more, fo that fhe concerted another plan for ac- 
complifhing her defign. . : 

A folemn day of feltivity approaching, on which, 
according to the Egyptian cuitom, the women were 
accuftomed to deck themielves out in all their {plen- 
dour, fhe excufed herfelf from appearing on that oc- 
cafion on pretence of indifpofition, that fhe might 
have a convenient opportunity for a private affigna- 
tion with Jofeph. Succeeding thus far in her de- 
fign, fhe accofted him in the moft endearing terms, 
objerving, that_he would have aéted becoming his 
duty, and confiftently with his intereft, in complying 


“wich her firft folicitation: but that omiffion could be 


Joleph’s 
diftinguith- 
ed -chaitity. 


Jofeph 
leaves part 
of his gar- 
ment, and 
flies from 
the adul- 
trefs, 


He is ne~ 
cufed to 
Potiphar, by 
his mittrefs, 
of having 
attempted to 
violate her 
chastity. 


amply atoned by his then obedience. She added, 
that fhe now did him peculiar honour, as well as af- 
forded him the moft ftriking proof of her affectionate 
regard, in foregoing the grandeur and pleafures of a 
public feftivity, for the enjoyment of his company 
and intercourfe. She enforced her addrefs by ex- 
horting him to immediate compliance, and affuring 
him that if, co her favour, he preferred his own 
icrupulous delicacy, he would become the object of 


-her moft rancourous hatred ; impelled by which, fhe 


would accufe him to Potiphar of an attempt upon 
her virtue, who would readily admit the truth of her 
allegation, and not fail of bringing him to the fe- 
verelt punifhment. 

But neither her careffes, her vows, her tears, nor 
her threatenings, could prevail on Jofeph to violate 
his matter’s honour, by receding from his virtuous 
refolve. Nay, he even took upon him to admonifh 
his miftrefs to a due obfervance of the folemn_rites 
of the marriage bed, which ought to be held facred 
and inviolate, and fhould not be difpenfed with on 
any pretence whatfoever. Inordinate gratifications, 
he added, were followed by repentance and fhame; 
whéreas conjugal fidelity brought with ic the reward 
of a good conicience, and the approbation of the 
virtuous ;_and inferred, from the whole, that it was 
more praife-worthy in her to exercife command over 
him as a fervant, than debafe herfelf, by alluring him 
to the commiffion of a crime, which would fo fla- 
grantly redound to their mutual difgrace. 

By_thefe, and other arguments equally powerful, 
did Joleph {till endeavour to abate the violence of 
his mittrefs’s paffion, and reclaim her from her _cri- 
minal intention; but they produced a contrary effect; 
tor his perfuafions to chattity ferved only to inflame 
her defire, till at length fhe endeavoured to effeét 
that compliance by force, which fhe could not obtain 
by the moft flattering blandifhments. 

Loft to all fenfe of fhame, fhe feized and held him 
by his garment, till the youth was under a neceffity 
of leaving a part behind him, in order to extricate 
himfelf, and flee from her enchanting embraces. 
Fired by a repulfe on the one hand, and impelled by 
fear of detection on the other, fhe determined to 
Shield herfelf under a malicious accufation, as well 
as by that means to avenge herfelf on Jofeph, for the 
fuppoled indignity he had offered her.” She therefore 
affumed the guife of grief and indignation, excited 
by an attempton her honour and chaftity, which 
Potiphar perceiving on his return, afforded her an 
opportunity, on his enquiring into the caufe, of ad- 
dreffing him in terms to the following purport: 

“ Thou defervett no Jonyer from me a return of 
** conjugal affection, if thou doft not rigoroufly pu- 
*€ nifh that audacious flave, who has attempted to 
“© violate the honour of thy bed; who, unmindful 
‘© of every tie of duty and of gratitude, has endea- 
** voured to injure thee in the tendereft point; and 
‘© that too in thine abfence, and ona day of feftivity. 
‘* Hence it is manifeit, that his apparent modefty is 
“* founded on the deepelt diffimulation, and that the 
** favours you have conferred upon him have em- 
** boldened him to arrogate a claim even to the pof- 
“* feffion of thy wife.” p 
_ Lo enforce this addrefs, and confirm her hufband 
in the belief of it, fhe produced the tattered remnant 
of his garment, which, as fhe declared, he left be- 
hind him, after a ftruggle to violate her chaftiry. 
Potiphar, affected by this declaration of his wife, 
accompanied with tears, and fired with refentment 
againfk Joleph, committed him, without enquiring 
into the merits of the caufe, to prifon, amongft the 
common malefactors: while he applauded the chaftity 
of his wife, thus confirmed and approved, as he ima- 

gined, by the cleareft evidence. 
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CHAP. V. 


Fofeph conciliates efteem in the prifon. Expounds the 
ies butler and baker's dreanis. TP lone Pharaoh's 
dream concerning the famine. Is releafed from prifor, 
and promoted to the higheft dignities. é é 


QUEEORTED by confcious innocence, Jofeph 
did not attempt to exculpate himfelf, but pa- 
tiently fubmicted himfelf to imprifonment, placing 
his fole reliance on the interpofition of Divine Pro- 
vidence. Nor was he fruftrated in his dependence: 
for ina fhorttime the keeper of the prifon, attracted 
by the courtefy of his behaviour, not only freed him hee 
from fetters, but fhewed him Gingular marks of in- priton cam 
dulgence, and thereby alleviated the punifhment of notobfeure 
being confined. The prifoners, as was common in !h¢ vitwe 
their circumftances, conferring together during their. ofjoreph, 
intervals of fufpenfion from labour, on the caufes of 
theircommitments, and other topics, Jofeph, by thofe 

means, became familiar with one who had been king 
Pharaoh’s butler, once high in favour, but now, 

trom fome. particular difguit of that monarch, caft 

into prifon. This perfon, obferving, in the courfe 

of converfation, that Joleph poffeffed uncommon pe- i 
nétration, related to him a dream, and requefted an Gen. | 
interpretation, lamenting, as an aggravation of the Ane Kings 
misfortunes fallen upon him, from having incurred tater re. 
his fovereign’s difpleafure, his perplexity arifing |esan_ 
from dreams, which conftantly difturbed his repofe, "yer 
Heinformed Jofeph, thar, in his fleep, he faw three to joteph, 
clufters of grapes, perfectly ripe, hanging from as whe ex. 
many vine branches ; that having preffed the juice of Pent *® 
the fruit into a veffel, which the king held tor chat 
purpofe, his majefty drank, and was abundantly fa- 

tisfied. ‘ ; 

The butler having thus related his dream, and 
repeated his defire of an explanation, Jofeph bade 
him take courage, as within the fpace of three days 
he fhould.be releaied.from prifon, and reftored to the 
king’s favour and fervice. The juice of the vine 
(faid the interpreter) was given for the ufe and de- 
light of mankind ; the moderate and difcreet ufe of | 
it cements friendfhip, banifhes anger, diffipates care, 
and _difpofes to complacency of mind. ‘The king*s 
receiving the wine favourably, which you had prefled 
from the three cluiters, prefages good, and indicates 
your deliverance within the three days reprefented by 
thofe diftinct clufters. When you find my predic- 
tion fulfilled in the obtaining your liberty, let not it 
(faid he) erafe from your memory the bondage of 
your late fellow prifoners. It is not through guilt 
L thus fuffer, but through an inflexible adherence to, 
and regard for, my maiter’s honour, in preference to 
the gratification of my miftrefs’s defires and my own 
emolument. Happy in this interpretation of his 
dream, the butler, with longing expectation, waited 
the event. . 

There happened to be at the fame time.in the pri- 
fon another of the king’s fervants, who had been 
the chief baker, till, like the butler, he had incurred 
his difpleafure, and became fubjecé to the fame put- 
nifhment. Encouraged by Jofeph’s late interpreta- 
tion, this man requelted ot himthe explanation ofa , 
dream he had the night paft, which he thus related. 

‘* T imagined, in my fleep, (faid he,) I carried on my Relation 
head three bafkets, two of which were filled with and eae | 
bread, and the other with the choiceft viands, pre- {io"o)." 
pared for the king’s table; but the birds of the air kerigdeeam | 
hovered round me as I paffed in fpite of all my en- 
eavours, and devoured the contents of the whole.” 
This faid, he expeéted a prefage favourable as the 
former: but Jofeph, having attended to the particu- 
lars, and premifed that he could have wifhed to have 
been the harbinger of more welcome news, ingenu- 
oufly affured him that he had only two days to live, 
for that on the third day he fhould be hanged, and 
expofed to the prey of thofe birds he could not drive 
from the bafket of provifion. Jofleph’s predictions 
were fully verified ; for the third day, from that time, 
being the anniverfary of Pharaoh’s nativity, he or- 
dered the baker to be hanged, and the butler to be 
reftored to his. former office. 

Jofeph had now lain two years in prifon, unaffifted 

in any degree by the ungrateful butler, when the 
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‘following fingular interpofition of Providence pro- 
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King Pharach having in one night hadtwo dreams, 
which he conceived aporecd him evil, (though the 
interpretation that had been given of them at the 
fame time had flipt his memory,) early in the morn- 
ing fummoned feveral of the Egyptian fages, and re- 
quired of them an explanation. ‘Cheir hefitation in- 
dicating doubt or inability, increafed his anxiety, 
which the butler obferving, and Jofeph’s expertneis 
in fuch matters occuring to his mind, he immedi- 
ately repaired to his mafter, and informed ‘him of 
the fingular manner _in which his predi€tions, trom 
the circumttances of his own dream, and that of the 
baker, had been refpectively verified. He further 
reprefented to the king, that he had been formerly 
fervant to Potiphar, treafurer of his houfhold, and 
that, from his own account, he was an Hebrew, doe 
{cended from honourable parents. Animated by this 
intelligence of the ability of Jofeph, the king im- 
mediately fent for him into the royal prefence, cour- 
teoully took him_by the hand, and thus addreffed 
him. “ I underftand, by one of my attendarits, that 
“‘ thou art remarkably expert in interpreting of 
* dreams, of which thou haft given him a fingular 
** inftance: reveal, therefore, unto me my dreams 
** jn the Jame manner as thou didft unto him; but 
“* do not exaggerate or extenuate any circumiftance, 
“* trom motives either of fear or flattery, but {peak 
“© the truth plainly and impartially. In my fleep I 
fancied I was walking by the fide of a river, (2,) 
and thacI faw feven largeand fat oxen, which went 
trom the river towards a pafture: after which I 
faw feven lean meagre oxen, which feemed to come 
from the patture towards the river, and, meeting 
the far cattle in the way, devoured them, wichout 
any apparent increafe in their own bulk. Upon 
this | awoke, and, as I was reflecting on the na- 
ture and import of my dream, fell infenfibly afleep 
again, and a faw a vilion more extraordinary, and 
which affects me more thanthe'former. I beheld, 
as it were, feven ears of corn fpring out of one 
* ttem, which were fo weighty with the grain the 
* bore, that their heads inclined to the earth. At. 
* terwards there appeared feven other ears, feanty 
* and bare of grain, which, to my aftonifhment, 
* devoured the former.” 

, Jofeph then informed the king, that one interpreta- 
tion would {uffice for both dreams. “ The fat and 
“© Jean oxen, and the full and fcanty ears of corn, 
* portended, that feven years ot plenty would be 
** immediately fucceeded by as many years of fa- 
mine, fo that the abundance of the firft feyen 
years would not be adequate to the demands of 
the enfuing dearth, reprefented by the lean cattle 
devouring the far, and the fcanty ears of grain 
{wallowing the full.” He added, “ that the Al- 
mighty was pleafed to afford fuch intimations, not 
to terrify his creatures, buc in order that the 
might provide for extremities, and alleviate dif- 
trefics through prudence and forecaft, and requett- 
ed the king to make a due application of his re- 
marks, as the mott effectual means of averting 
the calamities which would otherwife enfue from 
.1o long a feries of famine.’ The king, charmed 
with the fagacity of Jofeph in the expofition of his 
dreams, requefted his.advice with re{pect to the pre- 
caution neceffary to be taken, in order to guard 
again the impending calamity. He immediately 
recommended the ftricteft parfimony, and the re- 
trenchment of all fuperfluity, in order to furnith a 
relerve for future exigencies; alfo that a number of 
magazines fhould be amply ftocked, out of which 
the people fhould be fupplied with no more than was 
barely {ufficient for prefent fubfiftence. 
a rae See nee 

(2) The river here alluded to was the Nile, fo much cele- 
brated in antient hiftory. “This river has its rife in Numidia, 
and after ranning many miles northward, through a country 
fcorched with the violent heat of the fun, enters Upper Egypt 
with great force, and pafles over a cataract or broken rock. 

rom hence it continues itscourfe ftill north, and, receiving the 
addition of many other rivers, falls over another cataraét, and 
then continues its courfe to the Lower Egypt as far as Grand 
Cairo; after which it divides itfelf into three branches, in the 
form of a triangle, and then empties icfelf into the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, Once every year it overflows the greater part of 
Lower Egypt, and from that proceeds either fcarcity or plenty. 
If the water rifes too high fearcity enfues, becaufe it lies too 
long on the ground; and if too law, then there is not a fuffici- 
ency to fertilize the foil. 
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Pharaoh was fo ftruck with admiration at the ex- 
traordinary wifdom of Jofeph in thefe important con- 
cerns, that he made him fuperintendant of his ftores, 
with full authority to proceed in fuch manner as 
might appear to him moft conducive to promote the 
general good; obferving, that no man was {fo proper 
to put in execution a plan of public utility as the 
author. Being thus vetted with authoricy, and all 
its {plendid_ appendages, Joleph proceeded to the 
execution of -his plan, making a cour in a chariot of 
{tate throughout Egypr, depofiting the grain in the 
king’s magazines, and diftributing only what was 
neceffary for 4 prefent fupply, without afigning ro 
any man the cauie of his procedings. 


CHAP. VI 


Fefeph forms an honourable allience. The famiie. His 
brethren arrive in Egypt. Art practifed on his bre- 
thren. Supplies then with grain, and difiniffis them 


home for their brother Benjamin. 


AL the time of this diftinguifhed profperity Jo- 
feph was about thirty years of age, when, as a 
fingular mark. of his wifdom, the king called him 
by a name which, in the Egyptian language, figni- 
fies, 1 Difcoverer of hidden things. Tie allo, at the 
infligation of his“ fovereign, ‘Yormed an alliance 
equally honourable and advantageous, by marrying 
the daughter of Potiphar, (2,) the prieft of On, (c,3 
or Heliopolis, who brought him two children pre.. 
vious to the famine; Manaffes, or Od/ivion, allud- 
ing to his late miferies; and Ephraim, or Reffitution, 
rete. to his exalted fituation at the time of his 
irth. 

The years of plenty being expired according to Jo- 
feph’s prediction, the famine began to rage, info- 
much that the multitude, forely opprefléd, repaired 
In crowds to the {tores and magazincs of the king. 
Being referred to Joleph, for redrefs, he fupplied 
their wants with fuch difcretion, and at the fame time 
with fuch competency, that he acquired the venerable 
appellation of Saviour of the People. Indeed he had 
refpect net only to natives, but foreigners, on the 
fublime principle of: univerfal philanthropy, which 
naturally produces univerfal benevolence. ; 

The tamine net being confined to Egypt alone, but 
raging in Canaan, and, indeed, throughout the greateft 
part of the continent, Jacob, being informed chat 
itrangers were permitted to purchafe grain in Lgypr, 
deputed all his fons, Benjamin (who was born of 
Rachael, and brother on both fides to Jofeph) ex- 
cepted, with an efpecial commiffion to provide for 
his family. Upon their arrival in Egypt, the ten bre- 
threnapplied, in the moftfubmiffiveterms, to Joleph, 
intreating permiffion to purchafe grain; being: in- 
formed that their reception at court depended on the 
deference fhewn to the king’s dignified favourite. 
Jofeph recognized them at the firtt glance, though 
they had not the fmalleft recollection of him. He 
therefore determined to put them to a fevere trial, in 
order to found their difpofitions and intentions. To 
effect this, he not only refufed them his permiffion 
to purchale grain, but ordered them to be appre- 
hended as fpies; alledging, that they appeared to 
him to be of different births, though they pre- 
tended to be kindred, as it was highly improbable 
that an individual fubjeé&t fhould have fo numerous 
and comely a progeny; a blefling rarely accorded to 
kings. This infinuation was to draw from his bre- 
thren the precife fituation of his tamily, and parti- 
cularly of his brother Benjamin, as he was appre- 
henfive that youth had been expofed to the fame treat- 





(4) This is a different perfon from him who was captain of 
the guard, and was ina different quality; and therefore, as the 
Jearned Voffius juftly obferves, there is no reafon, from the fimi- 
larity of names, to think that Jofeph married the daughter of 
him who had been hi. mafter; for he would certainly have ab- 
horred an alliance with one that was born of fo lewd a woman 25 
his mittrefs. 

(ce) Ox was a famous city in Egypt, fituated between the Nile 
and the Arabian Gulph, about twenty miles from Memphis, 
the metropolis of the kingdom. Here wascelebrated an annual 
feftival ia honour of the fun, from which it was afterwards cal~ 
led Heliopolis. The word we ctranflate prief, may fipnity one 
who minifters at the altar, or one who governs in civil affairs, 
Priefts Were antiently the chief men of the kingdem; for kings 
themfelves were priefis. : 
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ment from them with himfelf. They were much 
alarmed at_this ftern and diftant reception, ‘as well 
asapprehenfive chat the defign of their journey would 
be defeated, till at length Reuben, the eldeft, under- 


took to plead the common cauie, in terms to the | 


following effect. “* Wecome not hither (faid he) 

** as fpics to annoy his majefty’s fubjects, but as 

“ conftrained by dire neceffity, to purchafe corn for 

** the fubfiftance of our family, at the hands of thofe 

“* who have fignalized their humanity, not only in 

** fupplying natives, but opening a trade to ftrangers 

* in general. That we are brothers, it is prefumed, 

s¢ muit appear from the fimilitude of our features. 

“© Our father, Jacob, is ah Hebrew by birth; and 

** we were in all twelve fons, born to him by four 

“© women. While they, all lived, profperity attended 

Reuben's © Our family; but when our brother Jofeph was ta- 

Spices -ken-from’us, our.calamities accumtlated. Our fa- 

“ther {till laments his lots, and his forrows render us 

** inconfolable, as we were when mifchance firft de- 

2 prived He oF One cea protien Daring oe ab- 

“* fence onthis commiflion, the care of our aged pa- 

‘© rent devolyes on our youngeft brother Benjamin. 

“** Tf you are {till dubious of our fincerity, you have 

** only.to difpatch a meffenger to our father’s houle.” 

Joleph, being thus affured of the welfare both of 

his father and his brother Benjamin, committed them 

to clofe cuftody for further examination. Summon- 

ing them before him at the expiration of three days, 

he thus addrefied them: ‘* Since ye afirm that ye 

** came not hither as fpies, or to annoy his majefty’s 

“* fubjects, and aver that ye are brethren, and the fons 

“© of facob, to convince me of the truth of your 

“¢ affertions, lec one remain_ here as a pledge of the 

integrity of all. The reft fhall be fupphied with 

brethrenare “© COTN, and permitted to go to Canaan, but under 

fenttofetch “© this pofitive injunction, that they bring back with 

eens ** them their youngeft brother, Benjamin, as the 

isyctained °° tureft tet of their probity. You may be affured 

asa pledge that the hoftage whe remains fhall experience the 
of their ree“ Jcindeft treatment. : : 

. Alarmed at this propofition, and dreading the ex- 
treme calamity approaching, as another initance of 
the aes vengeance eore heir cruelty . ee bro- 
ther Jofeph, they melted into tears: but Reuben re- 
\ preneytien thet Gateifonable repentance, and recom- 

mended to them a patient fubmiffion to the Divine 
will, his convertation paffed in. the Hebrew ton- 
gue, which they fuppoted none of the bye-ftanders 
underftood: but Jofeph was fo affected by the fcene, 
that he thought it expedient to retire, left he fhould 
be difcovered by his fenfibility. On his return, 
however, he felected Simeon (a) as his hoftage; then 
gave thém permiffion to purchafe what grain they re- 
guired; and having previoufly commanded his fer- 
vants to put every man’s money into the mouth of his 
fack, iffued orders for their departure. 


CHAP. VII. 
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The bretovren arrive at Canaan. Relate the event of 
their journey to their father. “Facob delivers up Ben- 
Jjainin at the reprefentation of “fudah. Scheme a Fo- 
Jeph to prove the attachment of his brethren to Benja- 
win. Fudeb’s oration affects, and is applauded by 
Foleph, wito makes bimfelf known to bis brethren, and 
difpatches them for bis father and family 


xii. HIE. brethren proceeded to Canaan, and, on their 
: 4 arrival, related to their father the fingular events 
i. 1 which had befallen them in Egypt; particularly that 
they had been taken for fpies, and impoftors in their 
pretence to affinity of blood, infomuch, that, at the 
fpecial requifition of the governor, Simeon was left 
behind as an hoftage, till their return with their bro- 
ther Benjamin fhould confirm the truth of what they 
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. (a) Tt is particularly aMgned as a reafon why Simeon was 
felected fromthe ref of his brethren as Jofeph’s prifoner, that 
he was one of the molt inveterate of ail his brethren againit 
him. 

(4) Itwas the cuflom among the antients for all the provifion 
to be placed on one table, and the matter of the feaft to diftri- 
bute co every one his portion. Jofeph certainly did this, not 
only to thew his particular :caard to Benjamin, but alfo to ob- 
terve whether the reft would iook upon their younger brother 
swith the fame envious cye as they had formerly done upon him- 
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averred. They therefore intreated Jacob to confent 

to their younger brother’s departure with them, asa 
matter of indifpenfible neceflity. ‘The oid man was 

much diffatisfied with the conduct of his fons; and 
greatly affected by the lofs of Simeon; but became 
inconfoleable at the thought of refigning Benjamin, 

whom he prized dearer than life: nor could Reuben, 

with all his folicitations, enforced by offering his own 
children as pledges for the fecurity of Benjamin, ob- 

tain his confent. In this {tate of confufion their anx- 

iety was increafed on difcovering the moncy they had 

paid for the grain enclofed in their facks. When 

their provifion began to fail, and famine to ftare 

them in the face, Jacob was induced to deliberate on 

the injunction his fons had received of bringing with 

them their brother Benjamin, without whom they 

dared not, on their peril, to return to Egypt; bur 

fill inclining to hefitate at parting with his belt be- 

loved, Judah, of a temper more vehement and refo- 

lute than the reft, thus addreffed his father on the 
preffing occafion. ‘‘ Youare too anxioufly, as well 

‘* as partially, folicitous for the fafety of Benjamin, 

whom nothing can befall, either at home or abroad, 
without the interference of Divine Providence. 

Do you not hazard the lofs of your own and our 

lives through famine, and alfo leave our brother 
Simeon in a moft perilous fituation, in thus hefi- 

tating to comply with what is fo indifpenfibly ne- 

ceffary for the prefervation of us all? Refign, 
therefore, your fon to the careand protection of 

the Almighty, and reft affured that I will either 
reftore him to you in fafety, or perifh myJelf in the 
attempt.” 

Jacob, beingat length wrought intoa compliance, It was with 
delivered up Benjamin to his brethren, together with theses 
a double portion of money for the purchafe of the dliae Jab 
grain, and the choiceft produce of Canaan, fuch as permitea 
balm, myrrh, turpentine, and honey, as prefents for Peninnin 
the governor. Noneekt 
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The feparation was mutually affect- gheuren & 
ing; the father being anxious for the welfare of his intreates of B 
fons, and the fons apprehenfive that their departure his mine f 
and abfence might put a period to their father’s ex- fa theae & 
iftence before their return. trefs of the § 

Upon their arrival in Kgypt they repaired to Jo- famine § 
feph, and, left they fhould be accufed ot having frau- yacou's ta f 
dulently conveyed away with them the purchale mo- ariveia — § 
ney for the former portion of grain, reprefented to the Beye ut j 
fteward, that, without their privacy, the money had fecanbery # 
been put into their facks, which, as bound in duty, 
they now brought back with them on their return. 

‘The fteward difclaimed any knowledge of the mat- 

ter; fo that they were not only freed from anxious 
apprehenfion, but greatly encouraged in their expec... 
tations, by Simeon’s being fet at full liberty, and 
thereby having the opportunity of conftant inter- 
courfe with them. As foon as Jofeph returned from 
atcending on the king, they prefented their refpective 
gifts, and he was made happy in hearing, on enguiry, 

of the welfare of his father; but when he beheld 
Benjamin, and the brethren replied in the affirma- 

tive, on his afking, Is this your youngeft brother? 

he could not refrain from exclaiming, ‘* The provi- 

dence of God_ direéteth all things,” which having 
pronounced, fuch was his agitation of mind, that 

he withdrew, left his tears fhould betray him to his j 
brethren. In the evening he invited them to a ban- Jofeph ea f 
quet, and caufing them to be placed in the fame or- tertains Hf 
der as they were wont to be at their father’s table, iy?" 
treated them courteoufly; but difcovered a particu- 

lar attachment to Benjamin, in allotting him a double 
portion of whatever was ferved up, (2). 

During the time of repofe, after the banquet, he 
ordered every man’s fack to be filled, and the money sis 
to be depofited as before; but the fteward was di- ee 
rected to convey into Benjamin’s fack the goblet, out Jofepls # 


of which the governor himifelf ufually drank. This ote y 





pretends 
: thar he 
felf.. The cuftom ofallotting the largeft portion at the banquets 
of the antients to any particular perfon, by way of preference, e 
was practifed in Homer’s days, as appears from Agamemnon’s 
fpeech to Idomencus: 


For this in banquets, when the gencrous bowls 
Reftore our blood, and raife the warriors’ fouls, 
Tho’ all the reft with flated rules are bound, 
Unmix’d, unmeafur’d are thy goblets crown’d. 
Pores. 
was 
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with his father to fend Benjamin with them, thus re- 
plied, in the name of the reft: ; tae 
* We acknowledge, my Lord, that the crime of Jud oe 
** which our youngeft brother ftands guilty, merits juror Rea. 
“the fevercft punifhment ; and fhould abfolutely jamin, hor 
“ defpair of his life, were it not for the proofs we #87 "* 
“ have had of your clemency and goodnels. Suffer ~ 
“ yourfelf, therefore, to be actuated in this matter, 
“not by the rigid maxims of diltributive-juflice, 
“but by that god-like benevolence which to ensi- 
“‘nently adorns your character. Let nov thole pe- 
© rif, who throw thenifelves on your mercy ; and as 
“© you have delivered us from the famine, the moit 
** horrid of deaths, by a liberal fupply of our wants, 
“ deign to extend your compaffion, and fpare the 
“ lives you vouchiafed to'preferve. By thefe means, 
“¢ (as preferving and {paring life are equally objects or 
“© mercy) your goodnefs will be enhanced; and to you 
“¢ we fhal! ftand indebced, not only for the means of 
“ fubfiftence, but tor cxiltence ittelf. Itdeems thar 
“‘ the Wife Difpofer of E.vents has now afforded you 
<¢ a fingular opportunity for the difplay of that molt 
“¢ amiable of virtues, the pardon of an injury: lec it 
“ be known then, that you areas humane as liberal; 
“Cas merciful as charitable. It is praife-worthy to 
“relieve the diflreflés of the indigent; burt exalted 
“* charaéters difplay_a clemency almoft divine, when 
“they remic punifiment to offences committed 
*¢ againft themielves. I am induced to be thus im- 
“* portunate, from a confcioulnels of our father’s 
‘¢ inconfolable gricf for the fate of our brother Ben- 
¢ jamin, as well asa defire of your adding to the ho- 
<“nours you have already acquired. Our own lives 
“¢ we confider of little moment, and would willingly 
“¢ refign them, were it not for the anxiety our deaths 
“would furely give an aged parent. lor his jake, 
“ not our own; for the fake of a father eminent for 
“¢ his piety and virtuc, and to avert the miferies our 
“ punifhmence mult inevitably enrail on him, we are 
“now your humble fupplicants. ‘he ridings of our 
*¢ fate, with the infamy of the caufe, would, puta 
“© period to his exiftence. Let lenity, then, for our 
“ venerable parent plead in our favour. It is yours 
* either to cake or {pare our lives. Proncunce the 
* the pardon, and live Jong to reap the reward of con- 
“ fcious goodnels, of imitating the brighteit of all 
*¢ the Divine Perfedtions: to fhall the Almighty and 
“© Univerfal Father crown you with numberlefs blel- 
“¢ fings, for compaffionating the cale of the aged Ja- 
“¢ cob. In pardoning our brother, you give life to 
“us all; in afmuchas our lives depend upon his. 
‘¢ We cannot return to our father but with Benja- 
‘© min. If you remain inexorable, we only requeft to 
“© be included in the punifhment, as if we had been 
** accomplices in the guilt; a more eligible death 
*‘ than, in confequence of the lois of our brother, 
“© Jaying violent hands on ourfelves. J here might 
*¢ plead his youth and want of experience, but thele 
** confiderations your candour will fuggelt: fo thar 
*¢ J will clofe the addrefs J have the honour to prefer, 
*¢ with fhewing, that, whether we are condemned 
* through the inability of the advocate, or abfolved 
*¢ through the fpontaneous clemency of the judge, 
“ the merit will be wholly yours. If, after all, my 
“* Lord, you adjudge him to death, aclmit me as his 
“* fubftitute, and vicarious viclim; but if you are 
*© pleafed to fentence him to flavery, I offer myfelf in 
*¢ his place to bear the jeverelt hardfhips, (a)}.” 
Judah and his brethren now fell proftrate at the 
feet of Jofeph, (2) whofe feelings were fo ftrongly ! 
impreffed, that, having difmiffed his attendants, he 
thus difclofed himfelf: 4 
“T cannot butapplaud the affection you have fhewn Gen. siv. ry j 
‘¢ for your brother Benjamin, efpecially as, upon for- “«. Je eu ; 
“mer occalions, you have becn fo much wanting in [Ayes hie 
“* fraternal regard for me. Jn this inftance I have ww his bre- 
** put your difpofition to the creft, and, from your '«- 
** prefent behaviour, 2m difpofed to impute the evils 
*“ which, through your proceedings, befcli me, to 
** the will of God, tor wife and gracious purpofes. 
** The information £ receive of my father’s welfare, 
os together with the manifett proofs of your ardent 
: affection for my youngelt brother, afford me the 
“fupremeft pleafure; fo that I blot from my re- 


Book If. 
was done in order to put to the teft the affection of his 
brethren for Benjamin, in ftanding by him in cafe of 
an acculation of theft, or to detect their hypocritical 
collufion in delerting, and leaving him to be punifhed 
as a malefactor, and returning to their father uncon- 
cerned at the event. . : 3 

The neceflary preparations being made, according 
to Jofeph’s orders, they fet out on their journey 
early in the morning, rejoicing in the view of re- 
{toring both Simeon and Benjamin to the arms of 
their aged, doating parent: but their joy was {oon 
damped, by being fuddenly overtaken, and affaulced, 

thebree by atroop of horfemen, amongi{t whom was the party 

thren are Who conveyed the goblet into Benjamin’s flack. Re- 
inter" proaching the foldiers with violating the laws of 

hatniraliey: by fo fudden a reverite of behaviour, they 
were loaded by them with the fevereit invectives tor 
returning evil for good, and trefpafling on the hu- 

manity of the governor, in the commiffion of a 

Avcu’ed of theft, which, however they might have concealed 

theft. from the obfervation of the officer who attended at 
table, they could not hide from God’s all-teeing eye; 
and demanded how they could be fo ftupidly infen- 
fible, as to indulge a hope of eicaping the punifh- 
ment due to fo flagrant a crime? 

In this manner were they reviled and tormented by 
the Egyptians; whilft, armed with conicious inno- 
cence, they expreffed the greateft durprize that even 
a fulpicion fhould be entertained of their integrity, 
after having offered to reftore the money formerly 
depofited ‘in their facks, without, at leaft, the con- 
tefléd privacy of any perfon whatever; and this they 
repeatedly alledged to invalidate the acculation. 

To give, however, their affailants ample fatisfac- 
tion, they defired them to fearch their facks, fubjeét- 
ing themiclves individually to condign punifhment, 
if any one of them was proved guilty of the theft 
with which they were charged. oT he propofal was 
agreed to, with thisexception, that punifiment fhould 
only be infli€ted on the guilty. They then proceeded 
to the fearch, and making the {crutiny according to 
feniority, chey at laft came to Benjamin’s fack, where, 
according to their previous knowledge, the goblet 
of courfe was found. The reft being exculpated, 
and affured of the integrity of Benjamin, were up- 
braiding their purfuers for detaining them fo long 
trom their journey, at the very inftant the goblet was 
found in his tack, a circumftance equally furprifing 
and afflictive, from the confideration of their bro- 
ther’s being expoted to immediate death, and their 
‘confequent inability of producing him, according to 
jolemn promile, to their father, on their return. “Lo 
aggravate their grief, this calamity befel chem when 
they leaft fufpeéted it; nor could they but confider 
themfelves, from their preffing importunity with 
their father to confent to Benjamin’s departure, as the 

_ _ . authors of thefe remedilefs evils. 

Fone is ‘The Egyptians having fecured Benjamin, conduét- 
' ed him, accompanied by his forrowtul brothers, un- 
to Jofeph, who, to carry on_ the defign, thus fternly 
upbraided them : ‘* Bafeft of men, (faid he,) is ir thus 
; you acknowledge the bounty of Providence, or 
, requite my hofpitality, info glaring an inftance of 
injuftice and ingratitude 2??? They all mournfully 
replied, they were really ready to fuffer in the place 
of Benjamin, reproaching themfelves, at the fame 
time, in their own language, with their treatment of 
Jofeph, who was happy, (if dead,) in being exempt 
from the cafualties incidental to human life, and in- 
ferring, (if living,) that the Almighty had infli@ed 
this punifhment on them for his fake. Reuben alio 
awakened _ in their minds a moft poignant fenle of 
their cruel behaviour cowards their virtuous and in- 

noccnt brother. 

Jofeph then difmiffed them all as exculpated, the 
convict Benjamin excepted, declaring, that as he 
could not confcientioufly punith the innocent for the 
guilty, or releafe the guilty at the requifition of the 
innocent, he fhould therefore only detain Benjamin, 
and defired that the reft might depart in peace, affu- 
ring them of fafe conduét in their way. Equally 
alarmed and affeéted by thefe expreffions, they itood, 
as it were, fpeechlefs. Judah, who had before fig- 
nalized himielf in the very occafion of prevailing 
a SSG eae cee RE VERY LOCCANOR Obs PEC V ANS 


(a) In all this fpeech of Judah, we may obferve, that Jofe- 
ie Rill fuppofed, that death was the punifhment of theft in 
“gyptin the days of Jofeph, though it never was fo among the 
Jews by the law of Mofes. E 















































journey. 














(4) Herein we fee Jofeph’s dream of the wheat-fheaves am- 
ply fulfilled in che very humilisting and Gingular fubsifzen 
fhewn to him by his brethren. 
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*€ membrance all former tranfactions,.efteeming you 
*< the agents of Providence, in raifing me to my pre- 
““ fent exalted firuation, and convinced that it thus 
* pleafed God to bring good out of evil. Return 
$6 heme with thefe joyful tidings to your father, and 
“© fhare wich him the common bleffing a bountiful 
** Providence has imparted, left he die with grief, 
“* and Iam deprived of the happinefs of an inter- 
** view. Now depart, and bring back, as fpeedily as 
** poffible, your father, with all your refpective fa- 
** milies, into Egypt, that you may participate with 
*¢ me the bleffings of plenty, during the five years of 
“* the famine yet unexpired.” 

Stung with remorfe at their former treatment of 
‘fo affectionate a brother, tears fuppreffed their verbal 
acknowledgement of his extraordinary goodnefs. Jo- 
feph, however, cordially embraced, and prepared for 
them a magnificent entertainment; after which they 
The Ifrae- were honoured with tokens of the royal munificence, 
litesgo back as prefents for themfelves, their father, and fami- 


Thts hap- 
pened in the 
fecond year 
of the fae 
mine, 


to their - ies, and then difmiffed by Jofeph, with many pre- 
royal pre- {ents of fraternal regard; which was fhewn to his 
fous ee youngett brother, Benjamin, in a moft diftinguifhed 
. “ manner, : 
CHAP. VII. 
Divine appearance to Facob upon an extraordinary oc- 
cafion. Fe profecutes his journey into Egypt with his 
Family. eir names. Affeéting interview between 
“Fofeph and his father, who is well received by Pha- 
raob. The famine produces dreadful calamities, which 
at length ceafes. Fofeph’s policy increafes the national 
revenue. Déath of *facob, and afterwards of Fofepb. 
Gen. xvi. Weis Jacob learnt from his fons, on their re- 
1 to 34. turn, that Jofeph was not only alive, but had 


attained to a degree of pre-eminence in Egypt next 
to the king himiclf, he returned unfeigned thanks to 
the Supreme Governor of the Univerfe for his in- 
finite mercies towards him, after he had been toffed 


a long time to and fro on the billows of adverfity, and - 


Seo ene the neceffary preparations for paying him 

a vifit. 

When he came near the Well of the Covenant, he 
offered an oblation to God; but apprehenfive that 
the fertility of the foil of Egypt might induce his 
pofterity to fix their refidence on that ipot, by which 
means they would of courfe lofe poflefion of the 
promifed land of Canaan, he began to entertain 
doubts whether his propofed journey had the Divine 

Jaceb fecks fanction, and alfowhether his life fhould be prolonged 

the Bivine to fee his darling fon Jofeph, till it pleafed the Al- 

to his joure Mighty to give him an extraordinary manifeftation 
ney into of his Divine will. 

Eoyet. One night on the journey he fell into a profound 
fleep, and being twice diftinctly called on by name, 
and afking who ic was that called him, he received 

He Be from the Divine voice the following intimation: 

the Pivine -. Dott thou not know, O Jacob, that [ am the God 

appearance. ‘© who protected thee and thy anceftors, who appear- 
** ed for thee in all thy exigencies ? who, contrary to 
** thy father’s intention, fecured_to thee thine inhe- 
** ritance?_ who brought about thy marriage in Me- 
** fopotamia, and effected thy return into thine own 
** country, crowned with opulence and a numerous 
** progeny ? When arceh to all appearance, was 
** loft, did I not raife him in Egypt toa dignity ex- 
** alted next to that of the king? The defign of my 
“* prefent appearance is, to direct thee in thy jour- 
** ney, and to foretell that thou fhale depart this life 

“Sin the arms of thy fon Jofeph, and that your def- 

** cendants fhall become a mighty nation, and pof- 

“ fefs the land which I have promifed them.” 

_ Animated by this vifion, he profecuted his journey 

inte igypt with greater alacrity, having with him 

his fons with their families, amounting to threefcore 
and ten perfons. Their names, on account of their 
harfhneis, T fhould have omitted, were it not necef- 
fary to mention them, in order to convince thole to 





(a) 'The Egyptian pricits were the whole body of the nobi- 
Jity of the land. They were the king’s counfellors, and (ac- 
cording to Diodorus Siculus) in fome things his joint agents. 
‘They were the moft learned body of the nation, particularly in 
aftronomy. They alfo agted as magillrates, and filled the chief 
offices of ftate ; for the original word cqually fignifics prince and 
priett, fence we fee the reatfon why fofeph did not purchafe 
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the contrary, who imagine that we are not Mefopo- 
tamians, but Egyptians. 

The fons of Jacob were twelve, of whom Jofeph the sre. 
went long before the reit into Egypt. The orhers seny of Js. 
are thefe, with their fons: Reuben, who had four Boras oe 
fons, Hanoch, Phallu, Aifaron, and Charmi.  Si- . 
meon, who had fix, Jamuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, 
Zoar, and Shaul. Levi, who had three, Garfon, 
Chaath, and Merari. Judah, who had alfo three, Sa- 
lah, Pharez, and Zarah; and two grandions by 
Phares, Efron and Amyr. Iffachar, who had four, 
Thulas, Phuas, and Samaron. Zebulon, who had 
three, Saran, Elon, and Jalel. Thefe were the chil- 
dren that Jacob had by Leah, who carried with her 
Dinah, her daughter; the number of whom, with 
their offspring and attendants, amounted to thirty- 
three perions. Jacob had, by Rachael, two fons, Jo- 
feph and ‘Benjamin. From the former defcended Ma- 
naffes and Ephraim; from the latter, Bolau, Bac- , 
charis, Afabel, Gera, Naaman, Jes, Ros, Momphis, 
Opphis, and Arad, who, added to the other thirty- 
three, amount to the number of forry-feven. . 

Thefe were the legitimate iffue of Jacob. By Bil- 
hah, his concubine, he had two fons, Dan and Naph- 
thali, The former had only one fon, Ufis; but the 
latter had four, Jefel, Guni, Iffares, and Sellim, 
which, added tothe above number, make fifty-four. 

By Ziipah, his other concubine, Jacob had two fons, 
Gad and Affer. The former had feven fons, Sopho- 
nias, Augis, Sunis, Azabon, Aerin, Eroed, and A- 

riel. The latter had one daughter, Sarah, and fix 
fons, Jomnes, Ifus, Ifuis, Baris, Abar, and Melchiel; 
which fixteen, added to the former, amount to ie- ; 
venty perfons, without including Jacobhimfelf. ~ 

As they drew near their journey’s end, Judah was 
difpatched to announce his father’s approach unto 
Joleph, who immediately fet out to meet him. ‘The 
interview happened at a place called Heros, or Heli- 3 
opolis, and was of fo affecting a nature, that both fa~ Aftetting 
ther and {fon almoft funk under mutual tranfport. Bivens. 

Jofeph defired his aged parent to proceed by flow Jacob and 
and eafy journies, while he himfelt, taking five of es 
his brethren, haftened to the king to pay,their de. “fF” 
voirs, before the arrival of the relt of the family in 
his dominions. 

Pharaoh, pleafed with the news, enquired of Jo- 
feph into the nature of their occupations, in order 
that.he might affign them proper employment. He 
replied, that they had, in general, been trained to 
rural purfuits, and that the paftoral lite was what 
they moftly affected. The defign of this anfwer was, 
that, by living contiguoufly, they might be the better 
able to concur in their affiduities to their aged father ; 
and alfo to fupprefs any envious emotions in the 
minds of the natives, that might arife from the fa- 
mily interfering with their profeffions, as the Egyp- 
tians had little or no knowledge of pafturage. 

When Jacob was introduced to the king, and had 
paid his obedience with the ufual formalities, Pha- 
raoh courteoufly raifed him, and enquired his age. 

Being anfwered one hundred and thirty, and exprefs- 
ing much furprife, Jacob gave him to underitand, 
that the lives of his anceftors had been extended toa 
much greater length. The king then gave permif- 
fion to him and his family to refide at Heliopolis. - 

As the earth received no moifture, either from the The f= 
kindly rain of heaven, or the ufual overfowing of Eevpl 
the Nile, the famine raged, of courfe, with more ~ 
feverity, and horrid were the calamities thereby en~ 
tailed. The fituation of the poorer and common 
fort was piteous beyond defcription; for, having laid 
in buta very fcanty ftore, and not being able to ab- 
tain a fupply without ready money, when that was 
exhaufted, they were reduced to the neceffity of, ex- 
changing their cattle, flaves, lands, nay their Jaf 
little all, to procure grain from the king’s granaries, 
to protraét a needy milerable life. When, by thefe 
means, they became totally deltitute, they were aban- 
doned to a defolate world, that the king might fecure 
their bartered poffeffions: burt the priefts (a) were 





their lands, namely, from the greatnefs of their authority, which, 
rendered their perfons, and contequently their eitates, too fa- 
cred to be taxed, or alienated to the crown. The king, during 
the famine, diftributed to them provifions fufficient for their 
fubfiftence ; fo that they were not under the neceflity of felling 
their lands. 
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i. 


exempted from this rigorous treatment,and permitted 
ro -continue in the pofiéffion of their landed property. 
Such, however, was the general calamity of the na- 
tion, that the minds and bodies of the people were 
affected to the greareit degree, and equally embarraf- 
fed to devile means of fubfiftence. 

Bue when, at length, the river overflowed, watered 
the earth, revived drooping nature, and produced a 
fertile afpeét, Jofeph made the tour of the king- 
dom, and fummoning the refpective landholders, 
re(tored to them fuch parts as they had fold to the 
king, on condition of their paying a fifth, as tribute 
to him by virtue of his prerogative, and then cn- 
joined them to the fame diligence in their improve- 
‘ments, as if chey were to derive the emoluments re- 
fulting from the whole. ’ 

Tranfported at the returning profpect of plenty, 
and the refticution of their landed property, the 
people applied themfelves to agriculture with unre- 
mitting affiduity ; fo that, by this well-timed _act of 
policy, Jofephettablifhed his own authority in Egypt, 
and increafed the ftanding revenue of all its fucceed- 
ing monarchs. . : . 

he good old Jacob, having refided with his fa- 
mily in Egypt feventeen years, at Jength expired in 
the prefence of his fons, in the 147th year of his age. 
After commending them to the Divine blefling and 
protection, and prophetying that the potterity of each, 
of them fhould hereafter poffefs a part of the land of 
Canaan, as well as beftowing the highelt encomi- 


ums on Jofeph, for his fingular piety towards God, . 


and parental and fraternal affection towards him and 
his brethren, he enjoined them to receive Jofeph’s 
fons Ephraim and Manajffes into their number, and 
admit them to a participation of the land of Ca- 
naan, when it fhould be divided according to the 
Divine prediction. Elis laft requeft was that he 
might be interred in Hebron. 


of his worthy progenitors, and was as eminently fa- 
voured by elpecial tokens of the Divine regard and 
protection. By the king’s permiffion, Jofeph caufed 
Re body to be conveyed tol-lebron, and there interred 
him, with due honours, in the fepulchral tomb of his 
anceftors. When the funeral rites were performed, 
his brethren expreffed much reluctance at returning 
to Egypt; ftill apprehenfive, from conicious guilt, of 
Toteants refentment, efpecially as they had loft their 
advocate in the death of their father 3 but he quieted 
their fulpicions, brought them back, endowed them 
with large pofleffions, and continued to fhew them 
every initance of brotherly kindnefs. 

‘Chis eminent character paid the debt of nature 
when he had attained to the age of 110 years. Jo- 
feph poffefled very fingular and, fhining, talents, 
equally adapted to%acquire and maintain the higheft 
The refit of the brethren lived with 
honour, and died in peace in Kgypt, and were, at the 
refpective periods of their demile, conveyed, by their 
furviving relatives, toHebron, in order to be interred 
in the tomb of their anceftors. The bones of Jo- 
feph were afterwards conveyed by the Hebrews, on 
their departure out of Egypt, into Canaan, accord- 
ing to his own exprefs injunction, (2). But of this, 
und other tranfactions relative to the Jewifh nation, 
we fhall treat in due order. : 


CHAP. IX. 


The Hebrews inctir the envy of the Egyptians. — Are 
Lgee to flavery for 400 years. Prophecy refpecting 
Wofes. .Pharaoh’s edifi. for the defrution of the 
male children of the Hebrews. Birth of Mofes. is 
agen prefervation. Adopted by Paraoh’s daugh- 

cr. 

oP ae Egyptians being addiéted to luxury and ef- 

_ feminate purfuirs, and of courfe averfe to la- 
« borious exercifes, it was natural for them_to con- 


. ceive an ill-will and hatred cowards the Hebrews, | 
who, by dint of induftry, crowned with the Divine 





(a) The bodies of the Patriarchs were earlier buried at 
Hebron ; but the bones of Jofeph were not casrid out of Egypt 
ull the exit of the Ifraelites. 

(4} Jofephus is clear that thefe midwives were Egyptians and 

No. 3. 


Jacob, in piety and virrut, followed the example 
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bleffing, had rendered themfelves a numerous and 
formidable people. . Ba 

The advantages refulcing from the political ad- 
miniftration of Jofeph being now forgotten, and 
the crown transferred to another line, it became 
the ftudy and delight of the Egyptians to de- 
vife means for oppreffing the Hebrews; fuch. as 
cutting trenches tor carrying off the river Nile in 
imall ifreams, encompailing the city with walls, and 
raifing fortifications and banks, to prevent any da- 
mage that might arife from inundations. ~The itu- 
pendous pyramids, monuments of Egyptian folly 
and vanity, which remain to this day, were raifed by 
the art and labour of our nation, which was-fubjected 
to Egyptian vaffalage for the {pace of 400 years. 

In procefs of time an event occurred which exaf- 
perated them more againft the Hebrews ;, for one of 
their {cribes, or magi(to whofe judgment and opinion 
the people in general paid a mott implicit deference, ) 
informing the king, that, about that period, an He- 
brew male child would be born, who fhould humble 
the power of the Egyptians, and exalt that of the 
Ifraclites to fo great a degree, as to acquire immor- 
tal honour, Pharaoh, alarmed at fuch intimation, in- 
{tantly iffued his royal ediét, commanding that all 
male children, henceforward born to the Ifraelites, 
fhould be immediately caft into the river and drown- 
ed. He likewife commanded the Egyptian (4) mid- 
wives minutely to attend to the ftate of the preg- 
nancy of the Hebrew women, and annexed the pe- 
nalty of death to the whole family of fuch as fhould 
dare to attempt an evafion of the purport of the 
edidt, by concealing the birth of any child. 

The calamity of thellebrews, on this occafion, was 
beyond defeription ; not only as it fubjeéted them to 
the lofs of their children, and, in fome degree, ren- 
dered them acceffary to their deaths, but as it nuit 
eventually have tended to the extirpation of their 
race. Human efforts, however, oppofed to the Di- 
vine will, muft at length prove abortive. The He- 
brew child, alluded to by the fcribe, was born, and 
brought up, notwithftanding the terror of the edict, 
and the {crupulous inveltigation of the king’s fpies, 
and lived to fulfill what was predi€led concerning 
him to the utmoft extent. 

Amram, an Hebrew of noble birth, anxious, at 
the Jaft. ftage of his wife’s pregnancy, both from 
motives of natural affeétion, and the lofs the na- 
tion muft fuftain through want of male progeny, had 
recourfe, by prayer, to the Father of Mercies, the 
all-wife God, that he would vouchfate his protection 
to his long favoured people, and avert the impend- 
ing ruin that threatened their nation. 

- ‘The Almighty appeared toAmram ina dream, ex- 
horting him to be of good courage, nor defpair as to 
future events ; for the piety of his ancetftors bein 
ever before him, he would, in due time, accomplifh 
the deliverance of their defcendants, as he had_ for- 
merly interpofed in their favour. He was pleafed to 
remind him, that he had brought up Abraham alone 
out of Mefopotamia into Canaan, and there placed 
him in ablifsful fituation; that he had favoured him 
with a fon by his wife,who had long been barren, that 
he had rendered his children rich and powerful, be- 
ftowing Arabia on Ifhmael, on the fons of Che- 
tura the country of the Troglodytes, and upon 
Ifaac the land of Canaan ; and that the name of Ja- 
cob had not only acquired renown amongit foreign 
nations for his perfonal atchievments, and the im- 
menfe poffeffions of his defcendants, but thar, from 
the inconfiderable number of 70 perfons ‘in family, 
who accompanied their father into Egypt, they were 
now increafed to upwards of 60,000. He then af- 
fured him of his care and protection, both as to the 
nation in general, and himielf in particular ; ‘that the 
male child, wholé lite the Egyptians fought, fhould 
be born, elude their artifices, effect the deliverance 
of the Hebrews from their bondage, and obtain 
thereby an immortal name, not only -amongft his 
own people, but throughout moft diftant realms ; and 
laftly, that this victoricus inftrument fhould have a 
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not Ifraelites, which is highly probable, it not being eafy to 
fappote that Pharaoh could truft to the Hraelitith midwives ta 
execute fo barbarous a command againft their own nation. 
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brother, who would fill the office of high prieft with “ river to which he was committed, am determined 
fuch dignity, as to render it perpetual in his fa- “* to adopt him as my fon, and eftablifh him as thy 
mily. . ** fucceflor on the throne of Egypt.” Having thus 

Amram Amram revealed thefe particulars to his. wife Jo- faid, fhe conveyed him to the arms.of her father, 

vas his chabel, which, on the firft reflection, rather increated. who, after many fond embraces,to conciliate the mind. 

Velation. theirfufpicions; not only with refpeét to the fate of of his daughter, put the crown on the child’s head; 

Thebirh the child in itsinfancy, but in advanced life. The but Mofes, with a look of contempt, inatched it 

of Moles manner of her delivery, however, foon confirmed from his head, caft it on the ground, and {purned ir’ 
the Divine intimation, for a gentle labour, unatrend- with his feet; an act fuppofed ominous to the ftate. 
ed with the ufual pains and exclamations, afforded |] The feribe, who, trem his nativity, had prediéted the 
an opportunity for eluding the vigilance of the {pies decline of the Egyptian empire, recommended, from 
fo that the infant was cherifhed at homethreemonths jj ‘this event, his immediate deftruétion ; obferving, ih 
without detection, till Amram, fearing the refult of moft pointed terms, to the king, “ that the prelage 
a difcovery, determined to commit him to the care concerning this child was amply, confirmed by the 
and protection of Divine Providence, rather than ex- infult offered his dignity in fpurning the crown, and 
pofe his life, and, indeed,. the lives of the whole fa- that nothing but his death could deliver the Egyp- 
mily, to continual danger. : tians from the direft apprehenfions, as well as dif- 

Mofes cat Forming this refolution, they made a cradle (a) of appoint the Hebrews in their towering expectations 

mothe == wicker, and, after tempering it with pitch to keep out of his mighty atchievements.” But Thermuthis, to 

siver. the water, placed the child therein, launched it into fecure the life of her favourite, caufed him to be con- 
the ftream, and committed him to the mercy of an veyed off; nor did the king feem difpofed to follow 
over-ruling Providence. As it floated down the {| the advice of the {cribe. Mofes was therefore edu- 

{tream, Mariam, the child’s fitter, by command ofthe cated under the immediate care of the princefs, and 

mother, walked on the oppofite bank to watch the grew up the hope and glory of the Hebrews (c). 

fate of its innocent, but precious inhabitant, when Indeed the Egyptians themielves began to abate in 
anevent took place, that, amongft others, fingularly their prejudices; and concluding, on mature reflec- 
manifefted the fuperiority of Divine wildom and tion, that there was no apparent heir better qualifiect 

power, and that the will of God muft be accomplifh- to promote the intereft of the ftate, than the fuccefior 

_edin {pite of all oppofition. _ ee tue appointed by the king, defifted from their defign on 

‘hermuthis It happened that Thermuthis,¢(d)the king’sdaugh- his life. : 

the king’s ter, walking by the river fide, obferved the cradle 

daughter floating with the ftream, and ordered fomé of her at- CHAP.: X. 

the infant, tendants to bring it on fhore. When it approached 

procures = the bank, and the princefs difcovered the teatures of Fhe Ethiopians make inroads on the Egyptians. Mofes 

hismother ies beauteous inhabitant, fhe broke into araphfody ||  wadertakes the conduét of the war, Obtains a viétory 

nurfe, and Of delight and complacency; for fuch were the per-- over the Ethiopians. Iavefts Saba their metropolis. 
takeseare fonal attractions of this favourite of heaven, that Marries Tharbis, the king’s deughter, on condition of 
pihim 2s even thofe,. who, at his birth, appeared determined its being furrendered to the Egyptians. 

fon, on his deftruction, were, on beholding the ferenity 
of his countenance, difpofed to fhew him favour ‘and N opportunity foon offered for putting the wif- 
protection. . & dom, as well as prowefs, of this extraordinary 

Awoman, at the command of the princefs, being Hebrew to the fevereft teft. The Ethiopians, who -rpe tui. 
brought to fuckle thechild, he reje€ted her breaft, as inhabited the lands that lay contiguous to Egypt, opianws 
he had thofe of feveral other Egyptian women; on having made inroads into their country, committed 
which Mariam, who had now mixed with her reti- |} depredations on the Egyptians, who, to retaliate the 
nue,, reprefenting the caufe of difgutt as arifing from injuries they, had fuitained, levied an army, and 
their being of another nation, and recommending an marched againft them; but victory declaring in fa- 
Hebrew nurfe, the princefs committed that branch vour of the plundercrs,, the Egyptians were under a 
of his nurture to her care, declaring an acquiefcence necefity of making an ignominious retreat. Llated 
in her choice. She therefore introduced the mother, with fuccefs, the Ethiopians purfued their fortune, 
unknown to any of the attendants, who, with the and determining to avail themfelves of the advan- - 
permiffion of the princefs, both fuckled him, and tages they had already obtained, entered the country, 
took care of his education. . laid all wafte before them, and mecting with no ef- 

To preferve the memory of the atcident which be- fectual oppofition, extended their victorious arms 
fell this extraordinary perfon at his birth, he was towards Memphis and the fea, {till encouraged in 
called Mofes, or Moyfes, which, in the Egyptian their ravages by the pufillanimity of the inhabitants, 
language, fignifies Water, and Ves ferved. Indeed who tamely fubmitted to the moft flagrant injuries. 
he became, according to the Divine prediction, the In_ this perilous fituation the Egyptians had re- 
moft fhining character that ever adorned theHebrew courfe to the oracle, in order to obtain intimations of 
nation. According to lineal defcent he was the {e- the means to extricate themfelves from their prefent 
-venth from Abraham, being the fon of Amram, who calamities. Being given to underftand, ‘‘ that they 
fprung from Caleb, whofe tather was Levi, the fonof {| fhould make choice of an Hebrew to conduét.the 
Jacob, who was bornunto Ifaac, the fon of Abraham. war,” the king immediately difpatched his mandate 
in his childhood, he gave proofs of knowledge far to his daughter to deliver up Mofes, in order that he 
fuperior to his B ei and fo eminent were his men- might veit in him the command of the Egyptian 44. ¢4: 

crae evtrae tal abilities, and perfonal attractions, that he became army (4). Having exaéted an oath from her father ganse: 
ordinary 4n Objeét of admiration to all who beheld him. Ther- to fecure the indemnity of his perfon, the princels de- quite 
mental and muthis, therefore, having no iffue, adopted him as livered him up, efteeming it a fortunate event for oe A 
: perioral her heir, and prefented him to the king her father, Mofes to be thus fingled out for the defence of the ~ 
i mentot With this addrefs: °° 1 have trained up an infant, as country, as well as a juft reproach on thofe {cribes, in 
i Motes, ** fingular for his genius as the fymmetry of his per- calling tor the affiftance of one, whom they adjudged 
; ** fon; and having miraculoully received him from the to death, as a commonenemy. Mofes, at the in- 
(a) Though this cradle, or boat, is faid to havebeen made has difpenfed different gifts to different perfons, that they may 
if with rofhes, it is moft probable that it was formed with flags of each be aflifting to one another, and knit more firmly the band 
i the tree papyrus, of which the Egyptians made their paper, and of fociety ! Thus Polydamus, in Homer, liad 13, tells He&tor 





which giew particularly on the banks of the Nile. Clemens 
Alexandrinus exprefsly fays, that the veflel was made of papy- 
rus, the product of the country ; and his affertion is confirmed 
by feveral other profane writers. 

“(4) Philo fays that this princefs was the king’s only daughter; 
and that being fome time married, without having iffue, the pre- 
tended to be big with child, and tu be delivered of Mofes, whom 
‘fhe owned asher fon. That he was efteemed fo is evident from 
what the apoftle to the Hebrews fays, namely, ‘* That when 
Mofes was grown up, he fcorned to be tbought the fon of Pha- 
raoh’s daughter. See Heb. xi. 24. : 

(ce) Mofes excelled in wifdom and condu&t; Aaron; his bra- 
ther, in eloquence. Such is the wife order of Providence, which 
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God gives to different men different accomplifhments : 
To fome the pow’rs of bleody war belong ; 
‘Yo fome fweet mufic, and the charm of fang ; 
Tofew, and wond’rons few, has Jove aflign’d 
4 wife, extenfive, all-confid’ring mind. Pore. 
(@) The hiltory of Mofes, as General of the Egyptians a 
gaintt the Ethiopians, is not to be found in the facred records, bus 
is cited by Irenwus, who fays, ** that when Mofes was nourifhed 
‘« jn the king’s palace, he was appointed general of the army 
againit the Ethiopians, and conquered them; when he mar- 
ried the king’s daughter, becaufe, out of her affe&tion for 
«him, fhe delivered the city up to him.” 
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ftance of the king and princefs, chearfully undertook 
the command, which gave much fatistaction. to the 
priefts of both nations: to thofe of the Egyptians, as 
they cherifhed a hope, that the conqueft he might 
obtain over their enemies, would facilitate the means 
jor difpacching him by guile; to thofe of the He- 
brews, as if he proved able and expert in the ma- 
noeuvres of the field, he might deliver them from 
their tedious bondage. ; 

Motes, therefore, before the enemy was apprifed of 
the appointment, muitered his forces, and led them, 
not along the banks of the river, but through the 
main land, in which he difplayed a ftriking inftance 
of military ficill. Forefeeing that an inland march 
would expofe the troops to great danger, from the 
multitude of ferpents with which the country was 
infetted, and which are of the moft deftructive and 
malignant kind, he had recourfe, by way ofpreven- 
tion, to anadmirable device. Flaving ordered fome 
bafkets to be prepared, in the fhape of coffers, he 
filled them with certain birds, called Inis, [Storks, ] 
and ordered them to be carried as part of the baggage. 
Thefe birds being mortal enemies to ferpents, thofe 
reptiles ever feek to avoid them; but are fometimes 
overtaken in flight, when they intallibly become their 
prey. In other inftances the birds are harmlefs and 
tractable; but, as the Greeks are acquainted with 
their fpecies and inftinét, a further defcription is un- 
neceffary. : 

On arrival, therefore, in that part of the country 
infelted with thele ferpents, hé caufed the birds to be 
difperled, thereby totally obviating the annoyance; 
and coming up with the Ethiopians, lulled in ‘fecu- 
rity, fuddenly charged, routed them, and not only 
blaited their hopes of conquering Egypt, but reta- - 
liared amply on the foe the depredations and flaugh- 
ter they had fo lately experienced from them. 4 

Elated alfo with fuccefs, under the conduct of 
Motes, the Egyptians purfued their conquelts, efpe- 
cially as the enemy feemed driven to a itate of de- 
fpair, till at.lengcth, having followed them to Saba, 
their metropolis, ({0 called by Cambyfes Meroe, in 
honour of his filter,) they laid clofe fiege to them in, 
the garrifon, whither they had betaken themfelves 
for fhelter. ° This place was deemed impregnable, 
being almoft encompafled with the river Nile, and 
the rapid current of the rivers Aftaphus and Altabo- 
ra, on the other fide, nearly ftopping up the paffage 
to it. Befides, it was environed with a very ftout 
wall, becween which and the rivers ramparts were 
erected; fo that ic feemed formed by nature and art 
to repel the moft vigorous attack. 

As the enemy would not face him in the open field, 
and his army _was incompetent to the reduction of 
their city, Mofes remained in a {tate of embarrafiment, 
till relieved by an extraordinary incident. ‘Tharbis, 
the daughter of the king of Ethiopia, ftruck with 
admiration of the military atchievements and perfonal 
accomplifhments of Mojfes, who; in fo fhort atime, 
had reverfed the fortunes of the Ethiopians and:the 
Egyptians, became paffionately enamoured of the 
young hero, and fent fome of her fuite to offer him 
her hand. Mofes acceded to the propofal, on con- 
dition of the furrender of the city; folemnly promi- 
fing to confummate the marriage as foon as theterms 
fhould be fulfilled; fo that this point being fettled, 
without delay, he fully accomplifhed thé purport of 


= his commiffion, celebrated his nuptials; and fent 


back the Egyptians to their own country. - 
, CHAP. XI. 


Tae Egyptians feck the life of Mofes, who flies into Mi- 
uae Fe is rene by iti and marries bis - 
daughter. 


2 I “HE Egyptians, notwithftanding the very im-, 
portant fervices they. had lo lately derived from 
Mofes, in the total defeat of their Ethiopian enemies, 
could not fupprefs the envy and hatred they had im- 
bibed; infomuch, that, fearful he would affume too 
Great a power, to the prejudice of their ftate, and the 
aggrandizement of his own people, they profecuted 
their defign of compaffing his death. To this end, 
they accufed him of murder before the king, who, 
indulging former fufpicions, and prevailed on by a 
jealouty he entertained from his lace aéts_of valour, 
as well as the inftigation of all prefent, ufed that asa 
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pretence to juftify his mandate for cauling him to be 
apprehended. . . 

ut Mofes, apprifed of their defign, withdrew; 
and to eliide the vigilance of the foldiers, who were 
pofted- in the roads to intercept him, directed his 
flight through the deferts, where he encountered the 
greateft difficulties with invincible fortitude and 


. Magnanimity.:- Arriving near a city of rhe Midians, 


which is fituated upon the fhore of the Red Sea, and 
takes irs name from one of the fons of Abraham by 
Chetura,' he fat down near a well to retrefh himfelf 
after the fatigues of his journey; it being then about 
noon, and‘the city within ight. An incident afford-~ 
ed an opportunity of difplaying his courage, and the 
improvement of his fortune. b 

A drought often prevailing in thefe climates, the 
fhepherds are extremely anxious to reach the wells, 
in order to procure a fufficient fupply of water for 
their own herds, leit they fhould be anticipated and 
deprived of it by others. To this well repaired feven 
virgin daughters of Raguel, otherwiie Jethro, the 
prieft, a man of refpetable character. Thefe daugh.- 
ters, according to the cuftom of the Troglodytes, 
having the care of their father’s flocks, were bulily 
employed in ferving them, when they were rudely 
interrupted, and driven from the well, by fome fhep- 
herds, that they might engrofs the water. Moles, 
incenled at a behaviour fo unbecoming the male cha- 
racter, efpoufed the caufe of the virgins, protected 
them from the affault of the thepherds, whom he 
drove from the fpot, and thereby left the well free 
and unincumbered. : 

On their return, the virgins, retaining a grateful 
fenfe of this fignal interpolicion in their favour, re- 
lated the circumitance to their father, and intreated 
him_to fhew fome token of regard for the brave and 
refolute ftranger, who had thus vindicated their right, 
when invaded by a number of daftardly males. The 
father commending his daughters’ gratitude for their 
intrepid deliverer, fent for Mofes, in order to confer 
on hima seward due to his merit. He attended, 
and was affured of the grateful fenfe his daughters 
entertained, both of his humanity and his courage. 
After paffing many encomiums on his virtues, he 
added, that his good offices had not been thewn to 
fuch as were infenfible of them, or incapable of re- 
warding them, and that he fhould foon meet with an 
adequate compenfation. Soon after he | adopted! 
Motes as his fon, gave him in marriage to his daugh- 
ter Zipporah, and made him fuperintendant of his 
flocks; an honourable ftation in thofe days, when 
patturage was the general fource of wealth. 


CHILAP. XII. 
Divine appearance to Mofes in the bufh. His red turned 
into_a@ ferpent. Divers miracles wrought to confirm 
the Ifvaclites in their belief of God’s promifes. 


OSES, having received thefe honourable to- 
kens at the hands of Jethro, -refided with him 

as fuperintendant of his flocks. Happening to lead 
the cattle to a mountain, called Sinai, which, though 


. abounding with the choiceit herbage, and moft com- 
modioufly fituated for pafturage, had never been 


grazed upon, from an opinion which prevailed, that 
it was the peculiar refidence of the Deity, an extra- 
ordinary prodigy appeared to him upon this ipot. 
A flame of fre feemed to feize the whole fubttance of 
‘a bufh, withour affecting the verdure of the plant, 
the variegated colours of the flowers, or the fruit 
pendant from the branches. To add to his furprize 
and amazement, he heard a voice, iffuing from the 
fire, call him diftinétly by name, reprehend his auda- 


‘city in daring totread upon ground hitherto invio- 


late, and admonifh him to depart, nor ftay to in- 
dulge a criminal curiofity, left, though he was a good 
and virtuous man, awful confequences might enfue. 
The fame voice aHo affured him, that, through the 
Divine proteétion, he fhould attain to the higheft 
honour and dignity amongft men; and commanded 
him to go boldly into Egypt, where he fhould be 
the guide and deliverer of the Hebrew nation from 
the ufurpation and bondage of the Egyprians: for 
(continued the voice) they fhall poffeis that fertile 
country ‘once inhabited by your father Abraham, 
and, through your direction, enjoy the moft import- 
ant and invaluable bleffings. It further commanded 

him 
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him, that, having refcued the Hebrews from Egyp- 
tian bondage, an objation fhould be offered on this 
very fpor. we : 3 
Such were the intimations communicated to Mofes 
out of the flame, after which he thus expreffed his 
wonder and adoration: ‘* To diftruft thy power, 
“* manifetted to me and my anceftors, would, O Fa- 
“* ther of Mercies, be culpable in the higheft degree; 
“yer .may I predume to exprefs my doubts of my 
* ability, through want of power of fpeech, to per- 
Mofesex-  *¢ {yade my countrymen to leave the place they now 
cufeth hime ce inhabit, and follow me whither Iam to, conduct 
going * them; alfo, of the poffibility of prevailing with 
againt the ¢ Pharaoh to permit them to depart, as, through 
Uyyetians. ce their coil and induftry, the Egyptians daily in-, 
** creafe in opulence.” fut 6 te ote, 
The Almighty ‘was then pleafed to animate him 
sith the promife of every neceffary aid, whether of 
Exod. iv. 1, fpeech or action, for the accomplifhment of the great, 
ee, and important purpofes of his will, and, to confirm, 
the fame, ordered him to drop his ftaff upon the 
Mofes's rod Ground, which having done, a ferpent crept upon 
turned into the place, and, winding itielf into a circular figure, 


aferpenty  eyected his crett, as if in defiance of thofe who fhould 
hand bee AML. him, and then refumed its former figure of a 


coming ie- italf. He was then commanded to put his hand into 
prouss end his bofom, which having obeyed, he drew it out 
e water . : . 
tuneline White as chalk, and foon after it recovered its natural 
Blcaiy ees eae ‘He was meee eominanded to ray water ou 
miracles en- gf an adjoining well, and pour it on the ground, 
ae when it appeared of the colour of blood. Whilft he 
tukethe was Jo{t in amazement at thefe wonders, he was ex- 
venduétof  horted to afume refolution, and affured that he fhould 
lites. rneet with fuch aid as fhould enable him to over- 
come every difficulty. He'was alfo enjoined to dif- 
play thefe ligns in the faceof men, to eitablith them 
ina belief that he exccuted the Divine commands at 
the Divine will, and by the Divine power and au- 
thority. The voice commanded him to haften with 
all poffible {peed into Egypt, to the relief of the He- 
brews, thus grievoufly opprefied. : ; 
Moles, encouraged by thefe extraordinary revela- 
tions of the Divine will and pleafure, entreated the 
exertion of the fame power in Egypr, if it fhould be 
neceffary. He alfo fupplicated, that the Divine Be- 
ing would deign to communicate to him the appel- 
lation by which he fhould invoke him, when he of- 
fered the oblations according to command, and this 
favour was moft gracioufly vouchfafed. By this 
efpecial power vefted in Mofes, and the figns which 
appeared to him in the burning bufh, he was con- 
firmed in. the truth of God’s promifes of his protec- 
tion, and rendered fully confident that he fhould de- 
liver his countrymen trom the calamities they tuf- 
tered in Egypt. 


CS Snes. 


CHAP. KI. 


a Mofes poe froin Midian to go into Egypt. Enter- 
ch : fained by the Hebrews.  Difplays his intracles. So- 
licits the king 20 difinifs the Ifraelites. Shews wonders 
to Pharaoh, who oppreffes the Hebrews the more, and 
remains inflexible in bis refolution of detaining them. 


F epee ING received authentic jntclligence of the 

death of Pharaoh, from whofe tyranny he had 
fled, Mofes requefted of Jethro permifiion to go into 
JZgypt, to attempt the deliverance of his country- 
men; and, taking with him his wife Zipporah, the 
daughter of Jethro, and the two children, Gerfhom 
and Eleazar, whom he had by_her, fer forward ac- 
cordingly. Gerfhom, in the Hebrew language, fig- 
nifies foreign, and Eleazar favoured by God; and thete 
names were given them asa token that Mofes had 
c{eaped from amongit the Egyptians by the affiftance 
of the God of his fathers. 

As he approached the berders, he was met, on fpe- 
cialappointment, by his brother Aaron, to whom he 
communicated the revelation of the Divine will, as 
he had received it on the mountain. As they ad- 
vanced, the principal men of their nation came forth 
to meet them; when it was found requifite for Mofes 
to difplay his power of working miracles, as the moft 
effectual means of gaining their confidence in the Di- 
vine promife, that they fhould be delivered from their 


Mofes de- 
parts from 
Midian to 
go into 
Egypt. 





(a) This was a fufficient demonftration of the fuperior power 
by which Mofes acted above theirs; which might have convinced 
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oppreffion. When he found that the Hebrews, ani- 
mated by a fpirit of liberty, were difpofed implicitly 
to obey whatever he fhould enjoin them, he prefented 
himfelf before the king, (who had lately fucceeded Mofecopens 
to the throne,) and having laid before him the fignal Ms commit 
fJervices he had rendered the Egyptians, at the very sien ae 
junéture of their fuftaining the moft ignominious am declites 
treatment from the Ethiopians, whohad ravaged their 2° sone 
country, and rendered them a bye-word amongft na- a eone 
tions, recapitulated the dangers he had encountéred Sima. 
for their deliverance, and recited the occurrences 
that had paffed on Mount Sinai, together with the 
extraordinary revelations communicated to him there 
he exhorted the king byno means to oppofe the Di- 
vine will, | : ; 
Pharaoh treated his reprefentation with raillery; 
whereupon Mofes proceeded to difplay the miracles 
as wrought upon the mount: but this, inftead of 
convincing, incenfed him the more; infomuch that 
he reviled Mofes as aflave lately efcaped from Egyp.. 
tian bondage, who now endeavoured, by the aid of 
magic, to impofe himfelf on the credulity of the peo- 
ple, as a mighty man of wifdom and valour. To 
confirm his opinion, the. king ordered fome magi- 
cians to be called in, and to demonttrate that the 
Egyptians were fkilled in thofe arts, which, though 
Motes declared them to be Divine operations, were 
-he affirmed, mere human devices to delude the vul_ 
gar, The magicians, at the royal command, cafting 
their rods ‘on the ground, they became, to appear- 
ance, ferpents. Mofes, unaffected by this circum- 
ftance, cooly affured the king, that, though he by 
no means defpifed the Jearning or abilities of the 
Egyptians, the figns he had wrought as far furpaffed ite wean ft 
their magic art, as the Divine power. tranfcends the ledin aia: 
human. To demonftrate this, he dropped his ftafF on U8 oft f 
the ground, commanding that it fhould change into ee 
a ferpent. ‘he transformation was inftant ; and that endowel 
particular (a) ferpent having devoured thofe pro- witha Ee 
duced by the art of the magicians, Mofes took itup, ““"""" § 
and it reaffumed its form of a ftaff. > Mofes’s ret ff 
But this effort, on the part of Mofes, had the fame Serica 
effect with the king as the former: therefore, to re- ferpenisef P 
taliate what he judged an impofition to refleét dif. the Fer § 
grace on the E:gyptians, he iffued immediate orders Ge” 
to the fuperintendants of the works to double their 
tafks, nor grant them the leaft intermiffion from the rhe. 
fevereft labour. To add to their toil, they were ‘no brews ae 
longer indulged with ftraw to make bricks, but re- even’ 
duced to the neceffity of providing that material in eta f 
the night time, after they had been fatigued withthe 
exceffive hardfhips of the day. ° 
. Mofes, however, was not in the leaft difmayed 
either at the menaces of the king, or the vexatious 
importunity of his countrymen; but bravely perfe- 
vered in the defign he was determined to accomplith. 
To this end he applied to the king, for permiffion for 
the Hebrews to go to Mount Sinai, to offer up a fo- 
lemn oblation to God.. He urged ‘his importunity, 
by reprefenting the-importance of the Divine favour pfofsen: | 
on the one hand, and the indignation and confequent deavows 
calamities he would entail on himéelf, his children, o¢ ®"*. 
and people, on the other hand, fhould he, by perfe- @yyeus 
vering in his obftinacy, render them objects of the obitina 
Divine vengeance. Fle concluded, however, with tm ™ 
declaring, that, at all events, the Hebrews would Siva” 
effect their deliverance, and the Egyptians meet 
with the punifhment due to their obftinacy and difo- 
bedicnce. 


CHAP. XIV. 
The ten plagues of Egypt. Inftitution of the Paffover. 


S Pharaoh ftill continued obdurate, and defpifed 
both the menaces and admonitions of Mofes, the 
fevereft_calamities foon befel the Egyptian nation. 
To thefe I fhall circumftantially attend for three di- 
ftinét caufes, viz. as ‘they were punifhments never 
inflicted on any nation before; as they confirmed the 
predictions of Mofes; and as‘they afford a leffon to 
mankind, not to incur the Divine difpleafute, by an 
obflinate perfeverance or difobedience to his will. 
, The firit calamity that befel the Egyptians was the rt sist 
river Nile being turned into blood, fo that the people T 
ans 
thoedy ** 
ere 





Pharaoh, if his magacians had not perfuaded him that they ‘ 
would in time thew a power fuperiorto Mofes. 


were 
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* ple on the counfel of the Moft High? It is the 
© Divine command that the Hebrews depart; nor 
“© can you be freed from the curfes of the Alinighty 
* but by obedience to his will.” Incenfed at this 
peremptory obfervation, the king threatened him 
with the lofs of his head, if he even dared to renew 
his importunities in his prefence. Moles replied, that 
he fhould urge him no further, bur thar, in a ‘fhort 
time, both himfelf and the principal of his fubjects 
would entreat the Hebrews to depart; which faid, 
he withdrew. | % 

But the Almighty, being pleafed to give another 
proof of his vengeance againtt the Egyptians, com- 
manded Mofes to enjoin the people to prepare the 
facrifice by the tenth day of he month Xanthicus, 
thatit might be celebrated on the fourteenth of the 
fame month, and that he fhould then lead the He- 
brews away, with all their effeéts. This month is 


ox II. 
were deprived of ali means of quenching their thirft, 
as they had no other fountain of water: befides, the 
water was not only changed in colour, but in qua-- 
fity, and affeéted thofe, whofe parching thirft com- 
pelled them to drink, with the fevereft pains. To the 
Hebrews its former raite remained, and it therefore 
anfwered its former purpofes. 

Prevailed on by this alarming incident, Pharaoh 

Lo ified his licence for the departure of the Hebrews ; 

zy but the caute no fooner ceaied than he revoked it. 
is ngue. ‘The whole country was then infefted with frogs (a )> 
A muatude which abounded in the river to fuch a degree, that, 
sfithy — dying and becoming putrified, the water was ren- 
ee dered naufeous and loathfome. They allo corrupted 
e 

if 


« 


their food of every kind, and _caufed_a ftench to ex- 
hale deadly and poifonous in its effects. This cala- 
mity inclined the king to recoil again; and he no, 
fooner confented that Mofes fhould proceed on his 





: : ey with the Hebrews, than it ceafed, and the called by the Egyptians Pharmuthi, by the Hebrews 
i aoe oF patare re-affumed its wonted form. But this || Nifan, and by the Macedonians Xanthicus. Mofes 
i plague was no fooner removed, than the obftinacy of accordingly caufed the neceffary preparations to be 
K Pharaoh brought on a third, which was a {warm of || mades and, on the dawn of the fourteenth day, the 
ia phgue. Jice, that corroded the bodies of the Egyptians in a whole people (drawn up ready for a march) offered 
tz moit miraculous manner; nor could any means be facrifice, and, with fmall bundles of hyffop, purified 


found to counteraét the malignity of thefe peftite- 
rous vermin, or effect their extirpation. Pharaoh, 
again dreading the extermination of his fubjects in 
a manner of all others moft infamous, gave the He- 
brews affurance of their departure, on condition that 
their wives and children fhould be left behind as ho- 
A ftages for their return. This incenfed the Almighty 

‘ the more, as it carried with ic 4 prefumptuous hope 
of over-ruling his Divine will, and argued a belief 


chat it was Motes, and not Providence, that interpofed 


their houfes, fprinkling them with blood. Having 

fupped, they burned the refidue of the meat, as being 

on the point of departure. To this day we retain 

this cuftom, calling the feftival Pa/cha, that is to fay 

Paffage; becaufe, on that night, God having in mercy the He- 
fpared and paffed by the Hebrews, ftruck the Egyp- brews pai 
tians with a terrible plague, which, in che courie of vet Ssni- 
a few hours, exterminated all their frft-born; fo that foe pai- 
Pharaoh was harraffed with importunate folicitations 

to difmifs the Hebrews. Sending, therefore, for Mo. eth plague. 
fes, he gave immediate orders tor their departure, Ths pape 
fuppofing that their abfence would exempt the coun- fri boa. 
try from its accumulated plagues. The Egyptians 

made them ample prefents to haften their journey, 

and as a token of the intercourfe and familiarity 

which had fo long fubfifted between them, 


CHAP. XV. 


The Ifraclites leave Egypt under the condu& of Mofes. 
Inftitution of the feaft of the Azymes, or unleavened 
bread. The Ifraelites purfued by the Egyptians. Make 
to the Red Sea. Much perplexed. Beberled by Mofes 
to rely on the Divine protection. 





in behalf of the Hebrews. ‘The land was therefore 

covered with a vatt variety of flies and infects, which 

Mth plague not only proved fatal to many perfons, but totally 
Of fies — fufpended the purfuit of agriculture ; for what they 
did not deftroy was killed by adiftemper, that was alfo 

baneful to: the cattle. Notwithftanding thefe di- 

th plague. ftreffes, Pharaoh-remained inflexible, nor would fuf- 
unin on fer the Hebrews co depart, but on the beforemention- 
seattle: 6d conditions. The Almighty was therefore pleafed 
to punifh his contumacy with forer afflictions. The 

6th plague. bodies of the Egyptians were covered with ulcers 
Ofulcerss Which proved mortal to many: but the king ftill 
perfevering in his obftinacy, an extraordinary kind 
th plague. Of hail, fuch as had never been feen before in Egypt, 
fale poured down in torrents, and _inftantaneoufly de- 
ftroyed the fruits of the earth. This was followed by 
th pgue. 3 fwarm of locufts (4), which nipped the rifing grain, 

se’ and blafted all their hopes of harveft. ; 

Such judgments might be deemed fufficient to 
foften the moft obdurate heart, and enforce acqui- 
efcence with the Divine will; but Pharaoh, infti- 
gated by malice, facrificed his fubjeéts to his obfti- 
nacy, and impioufly fer the Almighty at defiance. 
He at length enjoined Mofes to lead away the. He- 


HE Hebrews had no fooner taken their depar- Exod. xii. 
ture than the Egyptians difcovered much re- 1h¢,/fsel- 
morfe for the cruelties they had exercifed over them. outet Egyst 
Having taken their route towards Letopolis, at that 
. time deferted, though the fpot on which Babylon 
was afterwards built, about the time that Cambyfes 
depopulated Egypt, they arrived on the third day 
at Beelzephon, near the Red Sea. In this deferc 
they lived upon cakes, lightly kneaded, and_pre- 





brews with their wives, but to leave their effects be- 
hind them, as an equivalent for the lofs the Egyp- 
tians had fuftained on their account. 


pared with fmall heat, for the {pace of thirty days ; 
for they had brought no more provifion out of Egypr, 
than what was barely fufficient to ferve them for that 


Whiltt Mofes was remoniftrating with him on the 
injuftice of this propofal, which, if, complied with, 
would take from them the means of offering an ob- 

- Jation to God, an impenetrable darknefs, or fog, 
overfpread the land. of Egypt, which deprived many 
of their fight, and, by ftopping refpiration, proved 
mortal toothers. Thedarknefs having continued three 
days, and as many nights, without producing the 
due effeét upon Pharaoh, Mofes at length thus ad- 


time. In commemoration of this fcarcity, we {till 

obferve a teaft for the fpace of eight days, called the 

feaft of Azymes, or of (c) UNLEAVENED BrEab, _ The feaft of 
The numbers of the Ifraelites, who came out of bread. 

Egypt, including fuch only as were able to bear _ 

arms, are computed at fix hundred thoufand. paar 
They took their departure from Egypt on the of traet. 

fifteenth day of the month Xanthicus, 415 years from ... 

our father Abraham’s fettling in Canaan, 250 years haces 

.from Jacob’s arrival in Egypt, and in the 8oth year we. 


dreffed him. ‘* How long will you-perfift to tram- 


i 

fa) This plague of thé frogs, as well as that of the water 
being changed into blood, was excellently adapted to fubvert 
the fuperitisions of Egypt, and to demoniftrate the over-ruling 
power of the Almighty ; for, as the banks of the river Nile was 
the grand fcene of the magical operations of the Rgyptians,.in 
which d/ocd and frogs made a principal part of the apparatus, fo, 
by commanding that river to produce fuch an infinite multitude 
of thefe creatures to annoy them, the Almighty adapted their 
chaftifement to the nature of their crimes: for frogs were not 
only the inftruments of cheir abominations, but likewife the 
emblems of thofe impure demons whom they invoked. by their 
ancantations. 

(4) Inthe year 1748 great numbers of thefe infects vifited 
different parts of England, but happily their Ray was of short 
duration. Many of them were taken alive, in the months of 
Auguft and September, of the length of two inches and a half 
to that of fourinches, fome of which were taken and kept alive 


No. 3. 3 








for three, four, five, and fix weeks, ‘There are many accounts 
given of thefe devouring infedts. Piiny fays, that thefe crea- 
tures generally made their appearance while the Qrong eait winds 
continued ; and we read that, in 1527, a vait fwarm of locuits 
were driven: by an eaft wind out of ‘Turkey into Poland, where 
they did much mifchief, We read further that, in 1536, a 
prodigious fivarm of locufts were driven from the Euxine Pon- 
tus to Podolia, where they deltroyed every thing that came in 
their way for twenty milesround. In Augutt, 1747, a {warm 


~ of thefe infe&ts, fo numerous asto darken the air, fetrled in 


Tranfylvania, where they devoured the vegetable produétions 
of the country tothe very roots. 

(c) The ufe of unleavened bread might beenjoined to remind 
them of fincerity; leaven being a kind of corruption. But 
others think it was ordered to commemorate their haity delive- 
ranice, which did not allow them time to leaven it. 
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of the life of Mofes, whofe brother Aaron was three 
years older than himfelf. Whey alfo carried with. 


Bones of | them che bones of Jofeph, according to the injunétion. 
Jofeph car- he had laid on his defcendants. 8 

Ficdaway The Egyptians foon’ began to repent them of the 

: * difmiffion of the Ifraclites,; and Pharaoh to conclude, 

that all their calamities arofe from the enchantment 

Theyare of Mofes. Forming, therefore, a refolution to purfue 

eateries then, they provided the neceffary implements of war, 


tians. not doubting but to overtake and bring them back 
to their late bondage, efpecially.as they were unpre- 
pared for an attack, and harraffed with the fatigues 
of their journey... Enquiring their route, they pur- 
fued them with alacrity; though the badnefs of the. 
roads was fuch, as not‘only to cbitruct the progrefs 
of an army, but iacommodious to fingle paflengers. 
Mofes pru- Motes conduéted them this way, in order to foil the 
dently leads Toyprtians, if they fhould bé malicioufly difpoled to 
brews near fOllow them, as well as to evade the difcovery of the 
the Red ~~ Philiftines, who had conceived an ancient grudge to 
Sea. the Hebrews, their country bordering upon Egypt. 
“Travelling; therefore; through tlie defert, where he 
knew they muft undergo miany hardfhips, his intent 
was to bring them into Canaan, that he might after- 
wards lead: them to Mount Sinai, there to offer up 

the oblation, according.to the Divine command. 
- As foonas the Egyptians had overtaken the: If- 
taelites, they drew up in order of battle, amounting, 
3 ‘in nuniber, to fifty thoufand horfe, two hundred thou- 
.' + fand foot, attended by fix hundred chariots. They 
re had obtained every advantage; blocked up the He- 
- brews between inacceffible rocks on the one fide, and 
-the fea on the other; and, by pitching their tents at 
_ , the mouth of the aperture, cut off all poffibility of 
c their eféape.’ In‘this embarraffed fituation, unable 
to fuftain a fiege through want of provifion, to effeé& 
- their flight from being blockaded, or to maintain a 
battle through want of arms, they had.no apparent 
refource but to furrender at mercy to the enemy. 


A gumut They now began to inveigh moft feverely againft 
mong the Mofes, totally unmindful of the wonders pertormied 
Hebrews — by the Divine Power through his agency: nay, they 
from their were driven to fuch défpair, that notwith{tanding 
ftuition, his exhortation to rely on the arm of Omnipotence, 
they were ready to exprefs their refentment by ftoning 
him, and then voluntarily refigning themfelves to the 
thraldom of the Egyptians.’-’T'o this they were infti- 
gated by the piercing cries of the womenand children, 
who had nothing in view but immediate deftruction. 
Mofes bore the invectives of the multitude with the 
calmeft compofure, nor difcovered the leaft diffi- 
dence ‘of the Divine promifes. Affuring them that 
the Almighty, would not fuffer them to be fubjected 
to their enemies, he thus addreffed them: “* It your 
Mofesex-  <* interefts and concerns had been under the direction 
poopieto | 6. OF human prudence only, you would have been 


relyon the §* juftified in your doubts and fufpicions of the event; 

Divine pro ¢° ‘but your diftruft of the Divine Power fhews at 

seen once your impiety and your folly, efpecially as you 
“have had fuch convincing tokens of his care, in 
‘© your deliverance by me, at a time moft unexpected. 
“* This fhould encourage your hope, that God will 
“* extricate you out of prefent difficulties, as he has 
“© out of former, though they appear both to you 
** and your enemies infurmountable, in order to dif- 
“© play his goodnefs and power. Rely, then, on the 
‘© sid of Omnipotence, which can either elate or de- 
** je at pleafure. Be not difmayed at the terrific 
“numbers of the Egyptians, nor defpair of your 
““ lives, though efcape leems impracticable; but ‘re- 
“© member that the Almighty, if confiftent with his 
** Divine will, can level the mountains, and turn the 
** fea into dry land.” 


CHAP. XVI. 


The prayer of Mofes. ‘The Red Sea divided. The He- 
brews fecure their retreat. The Egyptians are drowned. 





(a) There have been many objections made to this paffage of 
the Liraelites over the Red Sea in one night; .but the moft 
eminent geographers, and abieft mathematicians, inform us, 
that this fea, for about five days journey, is no where more than 
about 8 or g miles acrofs, and in one place but 4 or § miles, 


End of the 





Book. 


Song of Mofes. ‘The arms of the Egyptians driven into 
* the camp of the Hebrews, who facrifice on Mount Sinai.: 
N OSES, having concluded his addrefs, con-. 
VR ducted the Hebrews towards the.fea, in full 
view of the Egyptians; who, tired with the fa- 
tigues of the puritit, declined the combat till the 
enfuing day. As foon as Mofes arrived ar the bank, ° be 
he invoked the Divine affiftance, ‘to the following Mo%s'st. {s 





ect: : : an in : 

’ *¢ Thou well knoweft, Almighty Father, that hu. of ae 
** man force can-never cffect our efcape from the ca- 4 py. 
‘* lamities impending. Thou, alone, canft fave this 13. ge." fF 
“* multitude, who have forfaken Egypt at thine efpe- 
** cial command. . We therefore commend ourfelves 
“to the protection of thy Providence, affured that 
“* by that means alone .we can be delivered from the 
** rage of the Egyptians. Manifeit, cherefore, thy 
‘¢ power in our weaknels; reliéve and animate thy 
‘* people, though, through diftruft, they have ot- 
‘tended thee. ‘Thou canft free.us from the diffi- 
“* culties with which we are furrounded. | The fea is 
“ thine, the dry land is thine, the expanie-of the uni- 
“S verfe is thine. The fea fhall divide itfelf ac thy 
** command ; the powers of thé air fhall alfo obey.” i 

Having thus invoked’ the Divine proteétion, he The Re 
ftruck the fea with his rod, which fuddenly divid- Sea diviia 
ing (a) and retiring back, left a dry paffage for the *** 
| efcape of the Hebrews. Mofes immediately entered, — 
" and commanding the multitude to follow him, ‘they 
* boldly marched through the paffage thus opened, 

congratulating -one another on the danger of their 
enemiés, and their own miraculous prefervation, 
through the interpofition of Divine Providence. The 
Egyptians at firft thought, that, raving with de- 
f{pair, they had precipitated themfelves into perdi- 
tion; but, obferving them make a confiderable pro- 

refs, ‘without the feaft obftruétion in their paflage, 
they alfo determined to follow, ‘and, ordering their 
cavalry to keep in front, marched with their whole 
army. While the Egyptians were employed in put- 
ting. on their armour, the Hebrews had reached the 
oppofite fhore, which.further animated the former to 
follow them, without the leaft fufpicion of danger 
or. difficulty; ignorant that the paffage was opened 
for the Hebrews alone, and impaffable to any others. 
As the whole body of the Egyptians was proceeding 
up the channels, the fea again difftifed itfelf, and, the He 
with a force reverberated by the driving winds, over- brews ps 
whelmed them in the waves. Impetuous fhowers, ‘oust 
attended with roaring peals of thunder, and almoft ‘h¢,78 
inceffant flafhes of lightning, d¢dded to the horrors of drowned. 
the fcene, which exhibited the moft tremendous to- 
kens of the Divine vengeance; and fo toral was their 
deftruction, that noc one elcaped to carry back the 
tidings of this awful cataftrophe. 

The Hebrews were tranf{ported beyond degree at 

their own fignal deliverance, and the overthrow of 
their enemies, and, as a teftimony of their gratitude, 
paffed the night in offering up praifes and thankf- 
givings, and finging hymns, which Mofes had com- 
pofed and adapted to the occafion. | ‘ 
_ I have recited: thefe occurrences as they ftand re- 
corded in holy writ; nor,Jet any perfon fufpect the 
credibility of them, fince, not long ago, the fea of 
‘Pamphylia divided itfelf, and opened a paffage for 
Alexander, king of Macedon, when the Almighty 
was pleafed, by his means, to fubvert the Perfian 
empire. This fact is attefted by the feveral hiftorians 
who have recorded the memorable deeds of that re- 
sage mon Cne ab “e 

', The next day the arms and baggage of the Egyp- gyotestat 
tians were careea. by the force athe waves, to. the ea 
Hebrew camp, which Mofes confidering as a token ites »* 
of the Divine regard, he, caufed to be collected for “*%,;4 
future ufe, and then led the Hebrews toMount Sinai, Mout 
to offer up their oblations to the Almighty for their Sin*- 
fignal deliverance, according to his own efpecial 
command. . 











according to De Lifle’s map, which is made from the beft tra- 
vellers themfelves, and not copied from others. De Caftro, a 
mathematician, who furveyed this fea with great exactnefs, de- 
clares that there is no great flux or reflux in thefe parts. Vain 
and groundlefs are the fubterfuges of {ceptics and unbelievers. 
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CHAP. I. 


The Ifraclites diftreffed for water in the defert: The 
ae purified eH fe velercihios of Mofes. The people 
murmur for want of fiftenance. Mofes enumerates 
tbe Divine favours to appeals them. Implores the 
Divine aid.” They are relieved by a flight of quails. 
Manna fent. Command refpetting the manuer of ga- 
rhering it. Sapper of the Ifraelites for forty years. 
Drought prevails. Mofes produces water. 


HE joy refulting from the Ifraelites late 


re deliverance was foon damped by a fuc- 
: ceffion of difficulties in their progrefs to 
ead Mount Sinai (2), the country being defert, 
reo the and defticute of food, water, and provifions of every 
vec’ Kind, for man and beaft. The water that, by com- 
wes” mand of their leader, they had brought with them 


from the places through which they lately paffed, 
being now expended, they were under the neceffity of 
finking wells, at immenfe toil, through the hardnefs 
of che ground, and after all their labours the water 
was by no means adequate to their wants, either in 
quality or quantity. Proceeding on their journey, 
they arrived, about dufk, at a certain {pot, which, 
from the brackifhnefs of its water, they called Marah, 
that is, ditterne/s, and, being fatigued with travel and 
falting, refided there for fome time. To this they were 
induced on account of the well, which, though in- 
competent to the full fupply of fo numerous a body, 
atorded them confiderable relief. Befides, they were 





(a2) There is xoqw a convent at Mount Sinai, founded by the 
emprefs Helena, and dedicated to the celebrated St. Catherine. 
Jt ttands at the bottom of the mountain, and is an irregular, 
aukward building, of unburnt brick, walled round, and flopped 
up at every entrance, to prevent the incurfions of the roving 
Arabs. The principal entrance is by a window, that is upwards 
of thirty fect from the ground, and to which people are drawn 
up ina machine by a windlafs. Here jis the thrine of St. Catha- 
rine. The relics are depofited in a marble cheft, whereon are 
carved feveral pieces of foliage in baffo relievo. Adjoining to 
the cait end of the church, wherein thefe relics are preferved, 
is the chapel of che Holy Buth, which the monks affere grew 


given to whderftand, by their fcouts; that; in their 
progrefs, they would find the water wholly unfit for 
their own ufe,; as well as that of their cattle. 

When Moles obferved the general detpair that 
pois amongit the multitude, and reflected that 
his people were not compofed of a body of men pof- 
feffed of fortitude to fuftain hardfhips, but comprifed 
a promifcuous colleétion of women and children, who 
could not fupprefs the feelings of nature, he was ex- 
tremely concerned, as if he had been the author of 
this calamity; which, added to the intreaties of the 
women in belialf of their children, and of the men 
in behalf of their wives, he had recourfe; by fuppli- 
cation to the Father of Mercies; that he would gra- 
cioufly interfere in their prefent exigency. His re: 
queft being granted, he took a piece of wood, cleft, 
and caft it into the pit; afuring the people; that the | 
Almighty was difpofed to accord to their defires, 
provided they would with alacrity perform that 
which fhould be commanded. On their expreffing 
their conformity, he enjoined the ftrongeft men 
amongtft them to draw water, affuring them, by way 
of encouragement, that when the weil was nearly ex- 
haufted, the refidue would be potable. The event 


juftified his declaration; for the water, purged by .,,,. 

5 The bitter 
became agreeable to the palate, and re- waters of 
Marah made¢ 


They hence removed to Helim, or Elim, a region et 


agitation : D 
frefhed the parching multitude. 

which, at a diftance, afforded a pleafing profpect, 
being adorned with palm-trees, but, on a nearer fur- 
vey, prefented a barren afpeét; for thefe palm-trees 


ae se < 


‘on the fame fpot whereon now lies a flag of white marble, 
which Chriftians approach and moft devoutly kifs j nor will they’ 
enter this chapel with their fhoes on, Here are two wells: one 
is called the Well of Mofes, which hath a very fine cool water, 
and is drank in fummer 3 the other is called the Wel! of the 
Holy Bufh, and is of a warmer temperature. The church, 
conitaining the relics of St. Catharine, is called the great church 
of the transfiguration, and is fituated to the north éaft of the 
convent. The Turks deitroyed the pavement of this church; 
digging it up in hopes of difcovering treafures; but it was 
elegantly sepaired by bifhop Athanafius in the laft century- 


a were 


‘The wants 
of the Ifrac- 
litesincreale 
on their re- 
moval to 
Helim. 
Again they 
threaten 
Mofes, 


Mofes exe 
poltulates 
with the 
multitude 
on their 
rathnefs and 
ingratitude, 


Enumerates 
many in- 
frances of 
the Divine 
favour and 
protection, 
and draws 
from thence 
the moft 
pertinent 
inferences, 
by way of 
counfel and 
advice. 


The multi- 
avde are ape 
peated, 


ANTIQUITIES or tus JEWS. 


were but Jeventy in number, and thofe reduced in 
growth and fap from the dry and gravelly quality of 
the foil. There were alfo twelve f{prings; but the 
avenues were fo contracted, that, initead of flowing, 
they could only be faid to drop; and, on removal of 
the clogging fand by digging, the water was fo mud- 
dy as not to be potable. ‘The trees too, from con- 
tinued droughts, yielded no fruit. ; 

‘The multitude again exclaimed again Mofes, as 
the author of all their miferies, and their, provifion 


being exhautted, and no hope left of a fupply, were. 


reduced to their former ftate of deipair, and threatened 
to vent their fury upon him in the dame manner as 
before. 


Divine afittance; for, confcious of his integrity, he 


prefented himfelf in the midit of thofe who were, 


moft clamorous, and were preparing to ftone him, 
Being well acquainted with human nature, and én- 
deavouring, to touch the paffions by the prevailing 
force of hiselocution, hefound means to appeafe their 
indignation, by exhorting them not,to fuffer prefent 
ills to obliterate from their minds paft bleffings, but 
rather to expect deliverance from their woes by the 
providential interference of that God, who, to make 
trial of their refignation to his will, and‘to imprefs 
them with a juft fenfe of former miracles wrought in 
their behalf, permitted them to labour under. thele 
adverfities. He reprefented to them, that, to repine 
under their trials, argued at once the higheft impiety 
and ingratitude, as well. as contempt of the Divine 


will, in obedience to which they forfook Egypr;~ 


and added, that they were very culpable in perfe- 
cuting, with unabated rigour, the agent employed in 
bringing about the Divine purpofes, as he had ever 
acted with uprightnefs, and in {trict conformity to 
the Divine command. ; 

He then proceeded to enumerate thefe pareiculats 
That the Egyptians were firft tormented, and then 
exterminated, for endeavouring to detain them in 
oppofition to the decree of the Almighty. that the 
water of the very river, to their enemies rendered 
noxious, to them remained {weet and refrefhing: 
that the very fea, which retired and opened to them 
a paflage, again diffufed itfelf, and overwhelmed the 
Egyptians in one general inundation: that, being 
without arms, they were amply fupplied: that they 
had been frequently delivered trom imminent danger, 
nay, from death itlelf: that fince the power of God 
was infinite, they fhould not defpair of its effects, but 
fuftain their ills with patient refignation, perfuaded 
that their deliverance, though late, was certain: that 
the delay, in redreffing their grievance, was to make 
trial of their fortitude and conftancy, in bearing the 
wants of natural refrefhments as men, rather than 
have recourfe to means, unbecoming the rank of 
creation in which they ftood. And concluded with 
obferving, that though he was lefs folicitous for his 


own life than their fafety, he could not but diffuade 


them from rifling againit him, leit it fhould be deem- 
ed an impeachment of the Divine Wifdom and Go- 
vernment. 

Having thus calmed their rage, and repreffed their 
fury, he deemed it proper to addrefs himfelf to the 
Father of Mercies: accordingly, therefore, afcend- 
ing an eminence, he fupplicated Him to fhew com- 
paffion to the people in the relief of their exigencies, 
and implored his torgivenefs of their repeated devia- 
tions from their duty, as they arofe from a pungent 





(2) Icis to be obferved, that this extraordinary defcent of 
quails was at that time of the year when chofe birds are known 
to fly from Egypt acrofs the Red Seain prodigious numbers: fo 
that this miracle did not fo much confift in the number of the 
birds, asin their dircétion to the camp of the Ifraelites, and on 
that very evening when they were promifed food. 

(4) This manna, in feveral parts of fcripture, is called An- 
gel’s Food. Sce Pfalm lxxviii. 95. John vi. 31. 

(c) The rock from whence this water flowed in fo miraculous 
a manner is particularly noticed by Dr. Shaw, who fays, ‘* Af- 
ter we had defcended, with no fmall difficulty, down the other, 
or weltern fide of Mount Sinai, we came into the plain, or wil- 
dernefs of Rephidim, where we faw that extraordinary anti- 
quity che Rock of Meribah, which has continued down to this 
day, without the leaft injury from time or accidents. ‘This is 
rightly called, from its hardnefs, Deut. viii. 15. arock of flint 5 
though, from the purple, or reddifh colour of it, ic may be 
rather rendered, she rock of amethyft, or the amethyfine, or gra- 
saterock, It is about fix yards tquare, lying tottering, as it 


But though he found the people thus wick-., 
edly incenfed againit him, ‘he doubted not of the 


‘run with vermin. 


. direft neceffity, he would now be 


| the rock, where 
| their behalf. He immediately communicated to them 
, the Divine affurance of relief in their prefent cala- 
} mity, by caufing a fountain to flow from an adjacent 





fenfe of their calamities. The Almighty, having 
vouchiafed to promife his tpeedy -aid;-Mofes: canie 
down to the multitude, who, obferving a tranfport 
of joy on his countenance, no longer gave_ way to 
defpair, but changed their former melancholy tora 
habit of chearful complacency. oles then. in- 
formed them, that he came to bring them imme- 
diate remedy for their wants; when.a valt number of 
quails (2) (birds that abound in the gulph of Arabia) 
rapidly flew, acrofs the fea, and being:wearied with a 
long flight, fell in the center-of the camp of the He- 
brews, who caught and devoured them as a repait 
fent by Providence to relieve their outrageous ta- 
mine. Mofes, as in duty bound, returned grateful 
acknowledgements to God for his prefent aid and 
future promifes. This relief was fucceeded by a 
fupply of another fort; for while Mofes ftretched 
forthyhis hands in prayer, thedew fell, which adhering 
tothem, he fuppofed to bea kind of food fent trom 
heaven; and, on tafting, found it to be very plealing 
tothe palate. Addreffing the people, who fuppofed 
it to be fnow, as it was then the ufual feafon for 
its defcent, he informed them it was not the ordinary 
dew of heaven, but a fubttance providentially fent 
for their food and nourifhment. Having eaten of it 
himfelf, he prefented itto them, and they were greatly 
refrefhed. In favour it relembled honey, in odour 
bdellium, and in form the feed of coriander; fo that 
it was gathered with the utmoft care. ; 

No individual was permitted to gather in one day 
more than the meature of an affaron, (the tenth part 
of an ephah); a precaution taken to prevent the 
f{tronger from encroaching on the weaker, in gather- 
ing more than fufficed them. Thofe, indeed, who 
fought to provide morethan thelimited quantity, were 
fruftraced in their expectations; for that which re- 
mained till the next morning became bitter, and over- 
I So nutrimental was this food, that 
it was of itfelf fufficienr fuftenance, nay, to this day, 
a flower is to be feen_in that country bearing fome 


. refemblance of that with which Mofes was fo pecu- 


liarly favoured. The Hebrews call it manna (6); 
for, in our language, the word max is an_interroga- 
tion, fignifying, What is this or that? Upon this 
food they lived forty years, that is, the whole {pace 
of time they were in the defert. 

Upon their arrival at Rephidim they were much 
diftrefied for want of water, and again became in- 
cenfed with, Mofes, who, as his never-failing re- 
fource, applied himéelf, in humble fupplication, to 
the Giver of every good and perfeét gift, befeeching 
him, that, as he had vouchfafed them food in the 
c gracioully pleafed 
to afford them drink, without which they mutt ine- 
vitably perifh. The Almighty was pleafed to attend 
to his fupplication, and affured him that a fountain 
fhould fpring from a fpot whence he leaft expected 
it. He then commanded him to ftrike, with his rod, 
an adjacent rock, inthe prefence of the people, and 
they fhould be fupplied with water without the leaft 
pains or labour. ofes had no fooner obtained the 
promifé, than he haftened to the multitude, who 
waited with the utmoft impatience his defcent from 
he had addreffed the Almighty in 


rock. Whilft they were loft between doubt and ex- 


pectation, Mofes ftruck the rock (c) with his rod, 





; were, and loofe, near the middle of the valley; and feems to 


have been formerly a part, or cliff, of Mount Sinai, which hangs 
in a variety of precipices all over this plain. Tbe avaters which 


| gufbed out, and the freams which fowed withal, Pfal. Ixxviti. 21. 


nave hollowed, acrofs-one corner of this rock, a channel about 
two inches deep, and twenty wide, all over incruftrated like 
the infide ofa tea-kettle which has been long ufed. Befides fe- 
veral mofly productions, which are ftill preferved by the dew, 


| we fee all over this channél a great number of holes, fome of 


them four or five inches deep, and one or two in diameter; the 
lively and demonflrative tokens of their having heen formerly 
fo many fountains. Neither could art or chance be concerned 
in the contrivance ; inafmuch as every circumftance pcints out 
to us a miracle; and, in the fame manner with the rent in che 
rock of Mount Calvary at Jerafalem, never fails to produce the 
greateft ferioufnefs and devotion in all who feeit. The Arabs, 
who were our guards, were ready to ftone me, for attempting 
to break off a corner of it, 


and 
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The wants 
ofthe Hrue- 
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on their ree 
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Helim, 
Again they 
threaten 
Mofes. 


Mofes ex~ 
poftulates 
with the 
multitude 
on their 
rafhnefs and 
ingratitude, 


Enumerates 
many in- 
frances of 
the Divine 
favour and 
protection, 
and draws 
from thence 
the moft 
pertinent 
inferences, 
by way of 
counfel and 
advice. 


The multi- 
arde are ape 
peated, 


ANTIQUITIES or trun JEWS. 


were but Jeventy in number, and thofe reduced in 
growth and fap from the dry and gravelly quality of 
the foil. There were alfo twelve {prings, but the 
avenues were fo contracted, that, inlteacl of Rowing, 
they could only be faid to drop; and, on removal of 
the clogging {and by digging, the water was fo mud- 
dy as not to be potable. The trees too, from con- 
tinued droughts, yielded no fruit. : 

The multitude again exclaimed againft Mofes, as 
the author of all their miferies; and their. provifion 


being exhauited, and no hope left of a fuipply, were. 


reduced to their former {tate of defpair, and threatened 
to vent their fury upon him in the fame manner as 


before. But though he found the people thus wick-., 


edly incenfed againft him, ‘he doubted not of the 
Divine affiftance; for, confcious of his integrity, he 


prefented himfelf in the midft of thofe who were. 


moft clamorous, and were preparing to ftone him. 
Being well acquainted with human nature, and en- 
deavouring to touch the paffions by the prevailing 
force of hisclocution, hefound means to appeafe their 
indignation, by exhorting them not to fuffer prejent 
ills to obliterate from their minds patt bleffings, but 
rather to expeét deliverance from their woes by the 
providential interference of that God, who, to make 
trial of their refignation to his will, and‘to imprefs 
them with a juft fenfe of former miracles wrought in 
their behalf, permitted them to labour under thele 
adverfities. He reprefented to them, that, to repine 
under their trials, argued at once the higheft impiety 
and ingratitude, as well as contempt of the Divine 


will, in obédience to which they forfook Egypt; ~ 


and added, that they were very culpable in perfe- 
cuting, with unabated rigour, the agent employed in 
bringing about the Divine purpotes, as he had ever 
aéted with uprightnefs, and in ftri€ét conformity to 
the Divine command. , 

He then proceeded to enumerate thefe particulars: 
That the Egyptians were firft tormented, and then 
exterminated, for endeavouring to detain them in 
oppofition to the decree of the Almighty; that the 
water of the very river, to their enemies rendered 
noxious, to them remained {weet and retrefhing: 
that the very fea, which retired and opened to them 
a paflage, again diffufed icfelf, and overwhelmed the 
Egyptians in one general inundation: that, being 
without arms, they were amply fupplied: that they 
had been frequently delivered trom imminent danger, 
nay, from death itlelf: that fince the power of Go 
was infinite, they fhould not defpair of its effects, bur 
fuftain their ills with patient refignation, perfuaded 
that their deliverance, though late, was certain: that 
the delay, in redreffing their grievance, was to make 
trial of their fortitude and conftancy, in bearing the 
wants of natural refrefhments as men, rather than 
have recourfe to means, unbecoming the rank of 
creation in which they ftood. And concluded with 
obferving, that though he was lefs folicitous for his 


own life than their fafety, he could not but diffuade 


them from rifing againit him, leit it fhould be deem- 
ed an impeachment of the Divine Wifdom and Go- 
vernment. . 

Having thus calmed their rage, and repreffed their 
fury, he deemed it proper to addrefs himfelf to the 
Father of Mercies: accordingly, therefore, afcend- 
ing an eminence, he, fupplicated Him to fhew com- 
paffion to the people in the reliefof their exigencies, 
and implored his forgivenefs of their repeated devia- 
tions trom their duty, as they arofe from a pungent 





(a) Ic ie to be obferved, that this extraordinary defcent of 
quails was at that time of the year when thofe birds are known 
to fly from Egypt acrofs the Red Sea in prodigious numbers: fo 
that this miracle did not fo much confift in the number of the 
birds, asin their dircétion to the camp of the Hfraelites, and on 
that very evening when they were promifed food. 

(é) This manna, in feveral parts of {cripture, is called An~- 
gel’s Food. Sce Pfalm Ixxvili. 95. John vi. 31. 

(ec) The rock from whence this water fowed in fo miraculous 
a manner is particularly noticed by Dr. Shaw, who fays, “* Af- 
ter we had defcended, with no fmall difficulty, down the other, 
or weltern fide of Mount Sinai, we came into the plain, or wil- 
dernefs of Rephidim, where we faw that extraordinary anti- 
quity the Rock of Meribah, which has continued down to this 
day, without the leaft injury from time or accidents. ‘This is 
rightly called, {rom its hardnefs, Deut. viii. 15. a rock of flint 5 
though, from the purple, or reddith colour of it, it may be 
rather rendered, che rock of amethyf?, or the amethyftine, or gra- 
saterock, tis about fix yards {quare, lying tottering, as it 


. refemblance of that with which 





fenfe of their calamities. The Almighty, having 
vouchfafed to promife his ipeedy -aid;-Mofes: cane 
down to the multitude, who, obferving a tranfport 
of joy on his countenance, no jonger gave way to 
defpatr, but changed their former melancholy tora 
habit of chearful complacency. “Moles then. in- 
formed them, that he came to bring them imme- 
diate remedy for their wants, when.a vaft number of 
quails (a) (birds that abound in the gulph of Arabia) 
rapidly flew, acrofs the fea, and being Wearicd with a 
long flight, fell in the center-of the camp of the He- 

rews, who caught and devoured them as a repait 
fent by Providence to relieve their outrageous fa- 
mine. Mofes, as in duty bound, returned grateful 
acknowledgements to God for his prefent aid and 
future promifes. This relief was fucceeded by a 
fupply of another fort; for while Mofes itretched 
fontibis hands in prayer, thedew fell, which adhering 
to them, he fuppofed to bea kind of food fent from 
heaven; and, on tafting, found it to be very pleafing 
tothe palate. Addreffing the people, who iuppofed 
it to be fnow, as it was then the ufual feafon for 
its défcent, he intormed them ic was not the ordinary 
dew of heaven, but a fubitance providentially fent 
tor their food and nourifhment. Having eaten of it 
himfelf, he prefented itto them, and they were greatly 
refrefhed. In flavour it reflembled honey, in odour 
bdellium, and in form the feed of coriander; fo that 
it was gathered with the utmoft care. oe 

No individual was permitted to gather in one day 
more than the meafure of an affaron, (the tenth part 
of an ephah); a precaution taken to prevent the 
{tronger from encroaching on the weaker, in gather- 
ing more than fufficed them. Thofe, indeed, who 
fought to provide morethan thelimited quantity, were 
frultrated in their expectations; for that which re- 
mained till the next morning became bitter, and over- 
run with vermin. So nutrimental was this food, that 
it was of itfelf fufficient fuftenance; nay, to this day, 
a flower is to be feen_ in that country bearing fome 
¢ Mofes was fo pecu- 
liarly favoured. The Hebrews call it manaa (b); 
for, In our Janguage, the word maz is an_interroga- 
tion, fignifying, What is this or that? Upon this 
food they lived forty jo: that is, the whole fpace 
of time they were in the defert. 

Upon their arrival at Rephidim they were much 
diftreffed for want of water, and again became in- 
cenfed with, Mofes, who, as his never-failing re- 
fource, applied himfelf, in humble ftupplication, to 
the Giver of every good and perfect gift, befeeching 
him, that, as he had vouchfated them food in the 


. direit neceffity, he would now be gracioufly pleaied 


to afford them drink, without which they muft ine- 
vitably perith. The Almighty was pleafed co attend 
to his fupplication, and affured him that a fountain 
fhould fpring from a fpot whence he leaft expected 
it. He then commanded him to ftrike, with his rod, 
an adjacent rock, in the prefence of the people, and 
they fhould be fupplied with water without the leaft 
pains or labour. ofes had no fooner obtained the 
promifé, than he haftened to the multitude, who 
waited with the utmoft impatience his defcent from 


| the rock, where he had addreffed the Almighty in 


their behalf. He immediately communicated to them 


. the Divine affurance of relief in their prefent cala- 


mity, by caufing a fountain to flow from an adjacent 
rock. Whilft they were loft between doubt.and ex- 


pectation, Mofes ftruck the rock (c) with his rod, 





were, and loofe, near the middle of the valley; and feems to 
have been formerly a part, or cliff, of Mount Sinai, which hangs 
in a variety of precipices all over this plain. Te avaters which 
gufbed out, and the freams which flowed withal, Pia. Ixxviii. 21. 
have hollowed, acrofs-one corner of this rock, a channel about 
two inches deep, and twenty wide, all over incruftrated like 
the infide ofa tea~kettle which has been long ufed. Befides fe- 
veral mofly productions; which are fill preferved by the dew, 


we fee all over this channel a great number of holes, fome of 


them four or five inches deep, and one or two in diameter; the 
lively and demonitrative tokens of their having been formerly 
fo many fountains. Neither could art or chance be concerned 
in the contrivance ; inafmuch as every circumftance pcints out 
to usa miracle; and, in the fame manner with the rent in the 
rock of Mount Calvary at Jerufalem, never fails to produce the 
greateft ferioufnefs and devotion in all who feeit. ‘The Arabs, 
who were our guards, were ready to ftone me, for attempting 
to break off a corner of it. 
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Boox II. . 
‘they we and there iffued forth a moft copious and .limpid Theengagement was maintained for fore time with 
fuppicdby ftream, to their great furprize as well as confolation ; equal fury and doubrful fuccefs: Whilft Moles ex- 
ates for they foon found that the water was grateful to tended his hands the Hebrews had the advantage ; 
one their tafte, and a peculiar inftance of the Divine but, as he obferved, that, when they dropped through 

‘power and bounty.’ Mofes was now held in the |} fatigue, the enemy prevailed, he requeticd his bro- 


ther Aaron, and Hur, the hufband oF his filter Ma- 
riam, to fupport his hands in an ereét pofture. This 
being done, the Hebrews charged the Amalekires 
with. fuch-refolution, that had not nighe put an end 
to the conteft,. a general Nlaughter muit haveentued. oy 
Our anceftors, however, obtained a moft glorious and juries ne 
feafonable victory; for, befides the renown they ac- totally 
quired by conquering fo formidable an eneniy, by be~ ruts4- 
coming matters of their camp, they ammafled immenie 
riches; whereas, before, they were deprived of the 
means ofcommon fubfiitence. But this victory was 
attended with profperous effeéts, future as well as 
prefent, as it not only reduced their enemies to fub- 
miffion, but atrerwards rendered them the terror of 
furrounding nations. “the fpoils taken were very 
confiderable; for, befides a great quantity of gold and 
filver found in the camp, there were vellels and ta- 
bles of brafs, warlike implements, accoutrements 
for men and horfe, with every requifite for the com- 
plete array of an army. The Hebrews, elated by 
this conquett, were ready to undertake the mott ar- 
duous exploits. 

The next day Mofes ordered the bodies of the fain 
to be rifled, and the {cattered arms of thofe that Hed 
to be.collected. He conferred honours on thofe who 
had fignalized their valour in the action, and, withthe yyone aie. 
concurrence of the whole army, beltowed the highell tributes 
eulogium on Jofhua, their commander, Not one He- praifes end 
brew tell upon the occafion, ‘Lhe hofts of the enemy {wards ae 
were put to the {word. In token of their gratitude, merits “ap- 
an oblation was offered to the the giver of all victory, point a 
and an altar ere€ted with this inicriprion, To Gop [titivas dee 
tue Conqueror. Fle denounced the extirpation of alter to God 
the Amalekites, for having affauleed the Hebrews jn the Con- 
circumttances of fingular diftrels, arifing from their wer an 
firuation in a defert, and their want of all necedizries. Mount 
A’ general feltival was then prepared ; and thus con- Siaai. 
cluded their firft engagement from the day of their 
deliverance outof ligypt. After the multitude had 
been refrefhed, Motes caufed them co be drawn up 
in array, in order to fupply fuch as were deficient, 
with the arms and ammunition taken from the enc- 
my. Proceeding-by flow marches, they arrived, the 
third month after their departure from Egypt, ac 
Mount Sinat, where Mofes had the extraordinary 
vilions already related. 


CHAD. It. 


Jethro vifits his ‘fou in-law, Mofes, at Mount Sinai, to 
congratulate him on bis fucce/s. 


greareft veneration, as highly favoured of God, whofe’ 
miraculous interpofition they. gratefully acknow- 
ledged, by offering up, oblations and folemn thanki- 
givings. The facred records, which are depofited in - 
the temple of Jerufalem, declare that Moles, at the 
efpecial command_.of the Moft High, in this manner: 
caufed water to iffue from the rock. 


CHAP. Ii. 


The Amalekites wage war againft the Ifraelites, who are 
encouraged by Mofes with affurance of vitfory. ‘Fofbua 
appointed their commander. Defeat of the Amalekites. 
RE of the fpoils. The Ifraelites again repair ° 
to Sinai. 


Tee increafing numbers and power of the He- 
Exod. xvii. brews now {pread an alarm throughout the ad- 
*»& Jacent countries, infomuch, that embaffies were fent 
from one to the other to concert the means of their 
expulfion and extirpation. ‘The inhabitants of the 
country of Goboland the city Retra, called Amale- 
kites, the moft warlike of all the neighbouring na- 
tions, were peculiarly active in this expedition. “The 
he Ama. Kings of thofe diftricls ftirred up each other, as well 
Iekitesand as thofe who lived contiguous, to wage war againit 
neighbour- the Hebrews; alledging, that chey were an army of 
ee nea aliens efcaped from Egyptian bondage, and recom- 
vwonfederscy Mending it as amaxim of found policy to make the_ 
seam the attack in the defert, before their numbers and power 
memes increafed, rather than, by delay, afford them an op- 
portunity of poffeffing themfelves of lands, and_ac- 
quiring ‘additional itrength. to fultain a conflict. 
Thefe confiderations having been duly weighed by 
‘the feveral combined parties, it was unanimoufly re- 
folved to commence Poftilities againit che Hebrews. 
Mofes, fufpecting no hoftile proceedings, was rather 
alarmed at receiving intimation of theirdefign, but 
when che enemy was in fight, and there was an inevi- 
table neceffity for hazarding an engagement, a ge- 
neral panic and confulion prevailed throughout the 
Hebrew camp, from a dread of entering upon action 
with men well prepared, and trained to the exercife of 
Mofeyinan atins. Motes, therefore, emboldened them to the con- 
addrefsjani- flict, by reminding them of former exértions of the 
may the | Divine Power in their behalf; as a ground for reli- 
Hevens, ance on future affiftance; and obferving, that how- 
ever inferior they might be, in point of weapons and 
ammunition,. to the enemy, as they had the arm of 
Onmnipotence engaged for them, they need not doubt 
of fuccefs. . This he enforced by adding, that, in the 
fevereft contefts with famine and thirft, and the pe- 
rils of blockade, they had been brought off more 
than conquerors through the fame refittlets power-: 
Jotuaisap- Waving then_ animated the multitude, he fum- 
pune moned the chiefs of the refpective tribes, and en- 
a joined the younger to obey the elder, while he en- 
forced an univerfal obedience to the command of the 
gencral. Spurning danger, and glowing to enter 
upon action, which they hoped would terminate their 
calamities, they anxioufly preffed to be led againft the 
enemy, that their ardour might not be abated by an 
untimely delay. ° es 
From the. whole multitude he felected Jofhua, the 
fon of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, as commander 
in chief, being a man expert In arms, patient of Ja- 
‘ bour, and zealous for the honour of God, accord 
ing to the inftruétions he had imbibed from Mofes his 
: preceptor. A party was ordered to take their itand 
| Neceffry 'Ound the water, and another itationed fo as to guard 
| Pispara. the camp. They continued all night under arms, ex- 
race pecting the fignal fora general attack. Mofes paffed 
ys the night without fleep, giving inftruéctions to Jofhua 
reipecting the difpofition of thearmy. At day-break 
he again encouraged the troops by an addrefs, ex- 
horting Jofhua, as commander, to acquit himfelf jn 
a manner worthy of the rank he held, and the caufe 
in which he was engaged; and the Hebrews in ge- 
neral, whether fuperior or fubordinate, to fuftain the 
conflict as became good foldiers. Having given the 
neceffary orders, he commended them to the protec- 
tion of God, and delegating the command to qolha: 
retired to a mountain. 
No. 4. KX 








ETHRO, the father-in-law of Mofes, having re. 
ceived intelligence of his extraordinary fuccets, Exod. xviii. 

came with his daughter Zipporah, and his‘two fons, Weng Ee 
tocongratulate him uponthe joyful occafion. Having ees 
offered an oblation to God, Moles prepared a ban- Motesy bis 

uet for the people, near the bufh that withftood the en news 
fants: and-thence cook an opportunity for difpofing, jai tuccelies 
them in ranks, according to the order of their relpec- 
tive tribes. Aaron, Jethro, and the multitude in They cele 
general, in hymns of thankfgiving, afcribed co the fee 
Almighty the praifes due for their m‘ghety deliver- feftival to- 
ance. They likewile, with united voice, extolled the sether as a 
wifdomand virtueof their leaders, which had brought 62.90 
events to fo fortunate an iffue; while Jethro pafled for the Die 
equal commendations on the people, and on Moles, vine protes- 
as concurring in the atchievement of actions, at once "°°" 


honourable and ferviceable to their country. 


CHAP. IV, 


Fetbro counfels Mofes refpetling relizious, civil, and 
military concerns. 


ETEIRO having remarked, in the courfe of ob- 
fervation, that Moles was much embarraffed, by 
reafon that reference was made to him to decide in : 
the difputes and controverfies that arofe amongst the 
people, who moft implicitly fubmitted their cautes to 
his arbitration, from a firm perfuafion both of his Jethro's 
ability and integriry, tock an opportunity of offer- ice 
ing his advice upon that fubjeét. He countelled him Mees. 
to 
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to delegate matters of {mall importance to others, 
referving to himfelf only thofe of moment, in which 
the national intereft was effentially concerned; for there 
were many perfons to be found amongft the Hebrews 
competent to determine in ordinary pleas, though he 
alone was adequate to the weightier concerns of the 
people, confidered in a colleétive view. ‘* Perfuaded 
(iaid he) of your virtues, and the-reétitude of your , 
conduét towards the people, as the vicegerent of God, 
fuffer them cto fubmit their fuits to the decifion of 
others, whilit you are devoted to thofe matters which 
more immediately refpect the fervice of God, and the 
detence and glory of the people committed to_your 
care. If, therefore, you will liften to my advice in 
human affairs, mufter the whole army, and appoint 


“chieftains to prefide over parties, compofed of ten 


thoufands, thoufands, five hundreds, and’ fifties: 
over thefe, thus arranged, fet judicial officers, who, 
dividing them into thirties and tens, may determine 
their fuits and controverfies. ‘Ler their titles fgnify 
the number’ over which they have charge, and let 
thefe fpeak by the people, as men of found judge- 
ment, and inflexible integrity, hear and decide their 
differences. I[fany intricate matter arifes, let it be 
reterred to thofe who are higheft in_authoriry; and 
if ic then remains undecided, let the laft appeal be to 
yourfelf. By thefe means right will be preferved in- 
violate to the people, and you will have opportunity 
of attending to the fervice of God, and to your fup- 
plications for-che general good.” 

Mofes, convinced of the propriety of Jethro’s 
countfel, made the refpective arrangements, in exact 
conformity to his plan: nor did he arrogate to him- 
felf the merit of the fervice, but publicly afcribed it 
to the political talents of his father-in-law. Indeed, 
Jethro is recorded by him, in_ his writings, as the 
author of thefe regulations, efteeming it a duty to 
give merit its due praife, and thereby teftifying a 
mind difcerning, candid, and ingenuous. 


lee oie s CHAP. Vv. 


Mofes afcends -Mount Sinai. Tempef, attended with 
tremendous thunder and lightening. Mofes addrejjes 
the multitude. The Ten Commandments iffued from 

the Divine’ Voice. Mofes fafts forty, days and forty 

. aights, the time of bis continuance in the mountain. 
Defcends and difplays, in the prefence of the people, the 
two tables, containing the Ten Commandments. 


MOSES. having convened the multitude, inform- 
ed them, that he muft afcend Mount Sinai, to 
receive the Divine Commands, which he would 
communicate tothem. At the fame time he com- 
manded_ them to pitch their tents at the foot of the 
mountain, that they might be the more ready to re- 
ceive fuch intimation as the Almighty fhould be 
pleated to afford. 

He then afcended the mountain, which is not only 
the higheft in that counts but, by reafon of its 
craggy precipices, inacceffible, and formidable to the 
view; befides, an opinion prevailed, that it was the 
peculiar refidence of the Divine Being. The He- 
brews, in obedience to Mofes, took their ftand at the 
foot of the mountain, in full expectation of the blef 
fings he had promifed to procure. During the fpace 
they expected the return of their, guide, they ob- - 
ferved a {tri€t temperance, abftaining from {enfual 
gratifications, and purifying themielves for three 
days, according to command. They alfo befought 
the Almighty, that he would favour Mofes with a 
gracious reception, and, through his means, vouch- 
fafe, vo confer on them the promifed bleffings. After 
this they held. a_fumptuous feftival, and arrayed 
themlelves;“Ehem wives, and childréfy in their beft 
attire, : 

On the third day,: before fun rife, a cloud (fuch as 





(a) The meaning of this commandment is, that no object 
fra'l, at any time, fo much attraét our attention, as the fervice 
cf that God, who is the univerfal Lord both of providence and 
grace, 

(6) From the words of this precept it appears, that the wor- 
thip of idols was then become general among the people in the 
eaft, and pe haps fo in molt other navons. 

(c) ‘lhe heathens were accuftomed, on many occafions, to 
{peak in an irreverend manner of thofe idols whom they wor- 
fhipped 5 and, left the children of Ifraecl fhould have done & 
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never had been feen before) bore down upon their 
camp, and environed the place where they had fixed 
their tents. Though the fky, in every other part, ap- 
peared ferene, a fudden tempeft arofe in that quarter, 
attended with boifterous winds, torrents of rain, peals 
of thunder, and flafhes of lightening, which not only 
diffufed univerfal horror, but indicated that the Al- 
mighty was there prefentin an efpecial manner. Let 
thole who read what I have recited, judge for them- 
felves whether it be lawful for us to deviate from the 
letter of Holy Writ. 

The Hebrews were greatly agitated by this tremen- 
dous event, and, as they gave into the common opi- 
nion repeatedly fpecified, it impreffed their minds 
with an univerfal dread; fo that they kept within 
their tents, concluding that Mofes had fallen a vic- 
tim to the Divine Difpleafure, and momentarily ex- 
pected their own extirmination. 

In this ftate of anxiety and confternation, Mofes 
fuddenly prefenting himfelf to them, with a-counte- 
nance fall of joy and majefty, which diffipated their 
fears, and encouraged their- hopes, efpecially as the 
late terrific appearances were vanifhed. Méofes af- 
fembled the whole multitude in order that Ke might 
recite in their hearing the Commandments he had re 
ceived from the Almighty; to which purpote he af. 
cended an eminence, that he might be the better feen 
and heard, and thus addreffed them: 

“* The Almighty God, O Hebrews, who has ne- 
ver rejected my prayers, hath at this time received 
me with fingular grace and favour, and vouchfated 
* to communicate to you, by my means, fuch rules 
and laws as, if obeyed, will equally conduce to 
your intereft and happinefs. Eftimare not the im- 
portance of what I am about to deliver by the in- 
trinfic merit of the agent, but the refpect you owe 
to him at whofe command it is delivered. It is 
not Mofes, the fon of Amram and Jochabel, who 
© is about to give you thefe admirable precepts, but 
that Almighty Being who caufed the river Nile 
to overflow with blood, and overwhelmed the 
Egyptians in great calamities for your deliverance. 

e who opened a paflage for you in the midft of 
the ocean; He, who fupplied you with food from 
heaven, in the direft extremity; He, who brought 
water from the rock to quench your thirft,; He, 
who gave Adam and his pofterity dominion over 
all things, both in earth and fea; He, by whom 
Noah was faved frome the deluge; He, by whom 
our anceftor Abraham obtained the land of Ca: 
naan; He, by whofe indulgence Ifaac was born to 
“ his father and motherinan advanced age, by whom 
Jacob was bieffed with 2 numerous and honour- 
** able progeny, and by whom Jofeph attained to the 
¥ rft dignities amongft the Egyptians. Let thefe, 
“his precepts, therefore, be held inviolate, and ef- 
pout more precious than your wives and chil- 

ren. 

This faid, he led the promifcuous multitude (men, 
women, and children) to a fpot from which they 
might hear the inftructions from the Divine Voice, 
that their authority might not be invalidated by the 
weaknefsand infufficiency ofan human tongue. An 
audibie voice was then heard to proceed from the 
mountain, fo that each individual diftin@ly compre- 
hended the feveral precepts, which Mofes has tranf- 
mitted to us, in the two tables of laws. I fhall not 
ftate them word for word, according to the precife 
form in which they were delivered to Mofes, but en- 
deavour to exprefs the fenfe and meaning, which 
feem to be to the following purport: 

i. There is but one God, who alone is to be wor- 
fhipped (a). 

2. No image of any living creature is to be wor- 
Shipped (). 

3. We are not to fwear rafhly by the name of 
God (c). 
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with refpe&t to the name of the true God, they are here ftriGly 
prohibited from it. Every perfon is guilty of a breach of this 
commandment, who ufes the name of God in an unneceffary 
manner; but the moit aggravated breach is that of fwearing 
falfly, or, in other words, going into a court of judicature to 
commit perjury. Holy and reverend is the name of God; and 
therefore let us never mention it but when nec flary, either in 
prayer, or to decide, by an oath, controverfies among our fel- 
low-creatures. 


4. The 
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4. The feventh day is to be kept holy, and not 


rophaned by labour (@). 
a a Father and mother are to be honoured (4). 
6. We muft not commit murder (c). 
7. Wemutt abitain from adultery (4/7. 
8. No man mutt iteal (e). 
g. Falfe teltimony muit not be borne (f);. 
10. No man mult covet any manner of thing that 


is his neighbour’s (¢). 






CHAP. VI. 


Mofes evects atabcrnacle'in the Defert. Form, aud other 
particulars, of the frudiure, with their fignifications, 
Confiruction of the ark: Tables depofited therein. 


eRe multitude, overjoyed with what Mofes had 

communicated to them, applied themielves, 
with the utmoit affiduity, to the building of the ta- 

- bernacle. They chearfully contributed gold, filver, Farse ron: 
and brais, with ftore of wood of a durable nature; towards the 
alfo goats hair, and fheep fins, dyed of different buildies o: 


The people _ The people having thus heard the declaration of 
requirea God confirmed by the Divine Voice, were ditmiffed 


aus to their tents. But in a fhort time they importuned : 
Motes to procure fuch laws as might ferve tor the colours, and varioufly ornamented, together with the the 
better regulation of their government. wool, precious ftones, and every material requifite 
This he performed; but I pafs them over at pre- tor the completion of the work propofed. ‘Ihe ma- 
fent, referving them for the tubject of a particular terials, thus liberally furnifhed, Moles appoinred ar- 
tificers, whofe names are to be teen in the Sacred Re- ames Sf 
re en 


nucs there 


book. 
Soon after thefe occurrences, Mofes, having given 


cords, as follows: Bezaleel, the fon of Uri, of the (actos, 


Mofes re- 

atcends the Hrevious notice, re-afcended the mountain in the |{ tribe of Judah, and Mariam, Moles’s fitter; and 

andeonti. fight of the multitude ;.but being abfent forty days, Aholiab, the fon of Ahelfamath, of the tribe of Dan.- 
they became apprehenfive that fome ill had befallen The people were fo zealous for promoting the un- 


forty days. 


him. Various were their conjectures concerning his 
fate. Some were of opinion that he was devoured by 
wild beafts, and others thac he was tranflated to the 
Divine Prefence: but the wifer party, who neither 
liftened to, or were affected by, mere furmife, bore 
his abfence with patient refignation, from a perfua- 
fion of his integrity, and the favour of the Almighty 
fo frequently difplayed toward§ hiny; though they 
could not but regret even a temporary lofs of fo wife 
and virtuous aleader. They durft not decamp, be- 
caufe Mofes had enjoined them there to fix their 
tents, and await his return. 

Ac the expiration of the forty days he appeared, 
having, during that fpace of time, taken.no human 
fuftenance. His prefence diffufed a joy throughout 
the whole multitude, whom he affured of the Divine 
regard for their welfare; adding, that, while he was 
abfent, he had received intimation of the means of 


-eltablifhing their government on an happy and prof- 


perous bafis; and that it was the Almighty’s efpecial 
command to them to erect a tabernacle (4), into 
which he would occafionally deicend, and which 
might be conftruéted on fuch a plan, as to be ren- 
dered portable from place to place, and thereby ob- 
viate the neceffity of afcending Mount Sinai. He 
then difplayed the two tables, including the Ten 
Commandments, as iffued from the mount by the 
Divine Voice. 





(a) Here God, bya written command, enjoins one day in 
feven for two ofthe moft valuable purpofes that could be ima- 
gined, Firft, to keep alive in the minds of the peaple the re- 
membrance of all thofe wonders that'God had wrought for 
them ; and, fecondly, that their beafts, fuch as horfes and oxen, 
might enjoy a day’s reft. We read, that when God had finifh- 
ed the works of creation, he refted on the feventh day; and 
there is no doubt but the fame was obferved by all thofe that 
feared him, to the time of Jacob’s going down into Egypt, al- 
though not exprefsly mentioned. It feems, that while the chil- 
dren of Ifrael were in Egypt, they had cither forgot the fabbath, 

.oT perhaps, had been forced to work on that day by their cruel 

tafk-maflers, This feems to have been the reafon why God 
commanded Mofes to fet one day in feven apart: and the 
greateft divines, both antient and modern, are of opinion, that 
the firft fabbath kept by the children of Ifrael, anfivered exadtly 
to the weekly return, of that day on which God finifh:d the 
works of creation, 
_ (4) Difobedience to parents is a crime of fuch a nature that 
3 leads to many others. How is it poffible that we can ever, 
confiltent with the nature of fubordination in fociety, pay obe- 
dience to our civil faperiors, while we refufe to honour our na- 
tural parents? As to the promife of long life, it muft not be 
underitood to extend any further than God fhall {ee proper for 
his own glory, and the good of the obedient perfon. God may, 
‘cr wife reafons, fee proper to remove, by death, a very obe- 
cient child ; but, ina natural fenfe, perhaps the greate!t num- 
her of obedient children to their parents, both profper well in 
the world, and alfo arrive ata goad oldage. — 

(c) As God is the author, giver, ana fupporter of life, fo 
hone but he has.a right to take it away. With refpeét to civil 
fociety, the power of taking away life is entrufted with the 
magiftrate ; but no private perfon has a right to do it without 

's confent. Murder is no lefs than high -treafon, or open, re- 
bellion againtt God ; for.it is aétually taking upon ourfelves to 
¢xercile his regal power and authority. 

(da) Adultery, or the feduction of a married woman, is not all 


‘ 


dertaking, by contributing materially, thar Moles 
was under the neceflity of iTuing a proclamation, that 
he was authoriled, by the arcificers, to declare, that 
they had already fent in what was fully adequate to 
complete the building. Motes, ashe had been pre- 
vioufly inftructed, gave the neceflary directions as to 
the model; and fo zealous were the very women, as 
toemulate each other in preparing veftments for the 
priefts, and every thing tha could contribute co the 
honour and fervice of God. 

‘The neceflary preparations being made, a folemn 


tution of Mofes, after which they proceeded to the 
accomplifhment of their important undertaking. 

The outward court was co be 50 cubits in breadth, 
and 100 in Jength. Cn each fide were to be 20 brazen 
pillars long-ways, and 10 a-crois: every pillar was 
5 cubits in heighth, with rings and borders to it of 
filver. The bafes were of brafs, curioufly wrought 
and gilt, faftened to the earth with pins of a cubit 
length, pointed at the end like a fpear, which, by 
means of cords, that pafied through the rings, con- 
neéted the whole, and tecured it again{t che molt vio- 
lent tempefts. It was alfo encompafled by a veil of 
curioufly wrought linen, that hung from the cor- 
nices to the bales, and fubferved the purpole of 2 
general enclofure. 

Thefe were the dimenfions of three fides of the 
ftructure. It was 50 cubits in front, the fpace of 
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that is implied in this precept; for it includes all f rts oR un- 
cleannefs, or the pollution of our bodies in any manner what- 
ever. It prohibits the fedluétion of young women, and, by im- 
plication, forbids the indulging of impure thoughts, or making 
ufe of ob{cene expreffions. . 

(e) Itis certainly very wrong for a man to take away the 
goods of his neighbour, becaufe they are generally cither che 
fruits of his own induftry, or what has been left him by his own 
relations. Were not theft prohibited in the feverell manner, 
there would be an end of honeft indultry ; and the prefervation 
of civil fociety would he totally deitioyed, 

Cf) To fpeak ill of our neighbour, when he has done fome 
trifling fault, makes us appear mean-fpirited wretches. To 
utter a falfhood againft him while we know it to be fuch, is a 
thoufand times worfe: but when either his life or his property 
are at flake, to go into a court of judicature, and deliberately 
commit perjury, is what all nations have conitantly abhorred ; 
and the perfon guilty of it has, on moft occafions, been driven 
out of fociety. . 

(g) Ail the other commandments depend upon this; for if 
we never covet, or think evil, we fhall never be Jed to do cri- 
minal actions, 

(4) Theword tranflated tabernacle, fignifies a portable tence, 
that could be removed from one place to another. ‘Chis was in 
every refpect fuitable to the travelling ftate of the Jews, whe, 
for forty years, had no fixed habitation, but were cbliged ro , 
dwell in tents in the wildernefs. ‘he whole was contrived in 
fuch a manner, as to itrike the eye of the beholder: and we 
find, from feveral paflages of the New ‘l'ellament, particularly 
in the epiftle to the Hebrews, that the tabernacle was, in all 
refpects, a type of the paffion of Chriit; and there is uo wonder 
that it fhould be fo, fecing he was to be the end of the law ; or, 
in other words, he was to fulfil all righteoutnef, Ludeed, al- 
moft every thing in the Molaic law was typical of our Divine 
Redeemer, who, in the fulnefs of time, came and fulfilled all 
the ceremonies, as well as the ceremonia! law. 
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twenty was left open for an entrance, with two co- 
Jumns on each fide of the paffage. Thefe were co- 
vered with filver work ; only the bafes were of brafs. 
‘T'o itrengthen the work, fix other planks, three on 
each hand, were conjoined, and a curtain, curioufly 
wrought, drawn over them. The grand entrance 
being twenty cubits wide, and five in depth, was or- 
namented with an elegant embroidery of flowers and 
figures of variegated colours, but not one reprefent- 

ing any living creature. 
Thepofition Tn the center of this court {tood the tabernacle, 
of the tibet fronring the eaft, that it might receive the radiant 
, beams of the rifing fun. It was 30 cubits in length, 
and 12 in breadth. One fide of it looked towards 
the fouth, another to the north, and the back_ part 
of it to the weft. The two fides were compofed of 
40 wooden planks, 20 oncach fide. They were ofa 


quadrangular form, a cubit and a halfin breadth, and . 


in in thicknefs four fingers. They were plated with 
gold; two tenons to cvery plank; and two filver 
bates, with mortifes, to receive thofe tenons. On the 
welt fide were fix other boards, likewile overlaid with 
gold, and conneéted in fo mafterly a manner, that 
they feemed an entire picce. Thefe twenty boards 
being each of them a cubit and a half over, juft 
amount to the Jength of thirty cubits. The fix boards 


on the wettern fide were no more than nine cubits; - 


but then they were joined by two planks, one at each 
corner, in the fame polition, and of the fame length 
and breadth with the other, but much thicker, the 
more effectually to fecure that fide of the tabernacle. 
There were golden rings, or ftaples, driven into every 
plank, and difpofed in fuch order, chat they anfwered 
each other in a direct line. Through thefe rings 
pafied feveral bars five cubits long, and -platedwith 
gold, which reaching from end to end, kept the whole 
quarter firm and compact. At the lower end of this 
ttructure the boards were all arranged in the fame 
manner, by. pafling a gilt bar through as many rings 


as there were plates, and accommodating one bar to ° 


another. ‘Chere were, moreover, bolts and ftaples 
at the corners, to connect ends and fides, which, with 
the help of mortiles, to bind one piece to another, 
fecured the tabernacle from the violence of wind and 
weather. 
Thedivifion "The infide of the tabernacle was divided into par- 
are? citions of ten cubits in length. At ten cubits from 
nacle, the bottom there ftood four pillars acrofs, of the 
fame workmanfhip, the fame materials, and the fame 
bales as thofe already deicribed, but ftanding at equal 
dittances from each other. Within thefe pillars was 
the moft bely place, which was inacccftible even to the 
priefts, to whom the rett of the tabernacle was open. 
‘The divifion of the tabernacle into three parts, feems 
to have borne fome refemblance to the univerfe. The 
firft*parr, into which the prieits were not permitted 
to enter, reprefented heaven, facred to the Deity 
alone. The fpace of twenty cubits, to which the 
priefts only had admittance, had fome refemblance 
to the earth and fea. : 

At the entrance of the tabernacle were five gilded 
columns, fixed upon bafes of brafs, and covered with 
curtains of fine yarn, dyed of variegated colours, and 
interwoven, The firft of thefe curtains was ten cu- 
bits {quare, and ferved as a covering to the partition 
between the soft holy place and the holy, to veil the 
former. 

The temple itfelf was called Holy; but the {pace 
between the four pillars bore the name of Sendumn 
The oly of Sanéforum. The curtain, or veil, was embellithed with 
Hlolies. curious flowers and figures, living creatures only ex- 

cepted. There was another veil in every reipeé& 
equal to the former, which encompafied the five pil- 
Jars at the entrance. It was faftened at the top with 
hooks and eyes, and fo dawn to the middle of the 
five columns, leaving the reft open for the priefts to 
enter. Vhis veil had another over it of the fame fize, 
and almoft contiguous, but of flaxen ground. It 
had rings, with a itring through them, to draw at 


The cure 
tains, 


pleafurc, efpecially on feltival days, to indulge the. 


people with a view of the under curtain, curioufly 
embellithed with embroidery. At other times, and 
particularly in boitlerous weather, the upper curtain 
ferved as a covert to fecure the inner, being compofed 
ofa ftull that was proof againft rain. This kind of 
curtain has been ufed at thé door of the temple, from 
the building of it to the prefent day.‘ 

‘Vhere weie likewitz ten pieces of hanging, in com- 


ANTIQUITIES of 


}-cubit and an half in heighth. 
middle downwards,refembled thofe the Dorians make Sew-bed, 





THe JEW S. Boox II, 


pafs twenty-eight cubits, in depth four cubits, and 
Jo nicely connected with golden loops, as to feem one 
entire piece. Thele hangings covered the whole ta 
bernacle, within one foot of the ground. There 
were allo eleven hangings more of the fame depth, 
but thirty cubits in length, woven, with the fame 
art, of hair, as the others were of wool. Thefe were 
a covering to the other ten, and, as they negligently 
flowed upon the ground, in fome degrce retembled a 
canopy. The eleventh ferved to cover the entrance. 
‘Theie were covered with divers fkins, as an outward 
tegument to preferve them from the effeéts of heats 
or rains. The tpectacle, indeed, was an object of ad- 
miration, as the columns fhéne with fuch luftreas to 
refemble the firmament of heaven. 

The tabernacle, thus finifhed, they proceeded to frame and 
the con{trudtion of the ark of God, which was fram. figme of te 
ed of a particular wood, durable and impenetrable in ** 
its nature, called, by the Hebrews, deren. The figure 
was as follows: It was two cubits and an half in 
length, one and an half in breadth, and as much in 
depth, and fo covered with the pureft gold, that no 
part of the wood was to be feen. ‘The cover was 
cramped with golden hooks, fo well finifhed, and fo 
{mooth in every part, that there was no danger of its 
faftaining any damage from rubbing. At the two 
ends were rivetted into the frame four golden rings, 
one at each corner. Through thefe rings were paf- 
fed two.gilded bars on each fide, to remove the ark 
from place to place, as occafion might require ; for it 
was never fhifted but on the fhoulders of the priefts 
and Levites. Onthe cover were two figures, which 
the Hebrews call cherubims, having, wings according The eter» 
to the defcription of what Mofes faw about the Di- im 
vine throne, and unfeen by mortal before. In this 
ark were depofited the two tables of the decalogue. the tom 
Each table comprifed five of the commandments, bles és. 


two and a half inacolumn. The ark was laid up fe! it de 


in the fanétuary. 


In this holy place was a table not unlike that at 
Delphi, two cubits in length, one in breadth, and a 
The feet, from the the spied 


‘ie of for their beds ; but from thence upwards, they 
were {fquare, with a border projecting about four 
fingers, and a crown of gold over it and under ir on 
every fide. Under this border were four rings of 
gold, faftened into the upper part of the four feet, 
one at each corner; and gilt bars of the fineft wood 
paffed through them, and ferved as handles on it’s 
removal trom place to place. This table {tood in the 
temple towards the north, not far from the fanétuary 
itfelf. There were placed on it twelve loaves of un- 
leavened bread, in two rows, fix on each fide. They The vnte. 
were made of the fineft flour, two affarons in quan. venedict 
tity, or feven attic cotylas, after the Hebrew mea- 
fure, each cake containing two omers. Over thefe 
loaves were two golden difhes of incenfe. At the 
end of fever days thefe loaves were taken away, and 
others put in their places. The feventh day we call 
our Sabbath: but of this hereafter. ‘ 

Oppofite this table, on the fouth fide, ftood a gol- 
den candleftick, of hollow cait. It weighed an hun- 
dred_moifes, which the Hebrews call chinchares, and 
the Greeks talents. “This candlettick was wrought -the,s 
with bowls, lilies, pomegranates, and {mall cups, all candle 
in pure gold, to the number of feventy pieces, which 
fhot from the fhank into feven branches, antwering 
to the number of the planets, and they were ranged | 
in uniform order. On the top of thefe feven branches 
were as many lamps, which, according to the po- 
fition of the candleitick, faced towards the eaft and 
the fouth. ; 

Between the candleftick and the table was a little 
altar for incenfe, made of the tame durable wood ‘thea 
with the ark. It was in length'and breadth a cubit, 
and in heighth two. It hada golden fre-hearth, 
and a crown or the pureft gold round about trom 
corner to corner, with rings and ftaves through them 
for the convenience of carriage. 

There was alfo another altar before the tabernacle, 
of the fame materials with the former, five cubits 
{quare, and three in heighth, and finifhed after the 
fame defign, excepting its being plated with brais, 
and its having in the middle, a brazen grate for the 
afhes to fall through. There were allo funnels, 
phials, cenfers, cups, and other neceffsries for the 
jJervice of the altar, all of pure gold. Thus much 
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for the Tabernacle, and the veffels thereunto apper- 
taining. 


CHAP. VIL 

Defeription of the veftinents of the facerdotal order. 
eee of the firutiure of the Tabernacle, and the 
ornaments of the priefts. 


E now proceed, to treat of the veftments ap- 
W pointed both for the priefts in ordinary, called 
Chaaneans, and the Anarabaches, or High Prieft, 
and fhall begin with the former. No.prieft could of- 
ficiate, according to law, without being firlt purified. 
His under garment was of fine twifted linen, made in 
the form of drawers. The Hebrews, call it a maza- 
chafe, or binder. Thefeetwere put through it, and 
being drawn over the thighs, it was faftened at the 
waiftband. Over this was .a garment of very fine 


linen, which the Hebrews call chetbeimeye, that is, } 


a linen cloth, as Chethem is taken from the flax of 
which it wasimade. It fat clofe, had narrow fleeves, 
and reached downto the heels. It was faftened with 
a girdle round the middle, about four fingers broad, 
and fo curioufly adorned with needle-work of differ- 
ent colours, that it bore fome refemblance to the fkin 
of afnake. It was ornamented with variegated flow- 
ers and figures, but the ground was linen. ‘This 
girdle went twice about the body of the prieft, and, 
for the fake of a graceful appearance, hung from’ 
the breaft to the feet; except when ip the exercife of 
his funétion, on which occafion he caft it over his 
Jett fhoulder, that it might not encumber him. Mo- 
fes calls this girdle ebaneth; but we now call it ¢- 
wian, a word borrowed from the Babylanians. This 
garment was made without plaits or folds, wide in 
the neck, and buckled before and behind. The Heb- 
brew name is maffabaanzes. 

The prieft wore a kind of mitre, or bonnet, refemb- 
ling a imall helmet, and covering rather more than 
half his head. It is called safiaemphthes, made 
of linen, and bound with a fillet to keep it fteady. 
This was covered with a cap of curious fine linen, 
which came fo low, that the imalleft part of it could 
not be feen; and every part was fo fecured, as to 

revent its falling or encumbering the prieft in 
his office. Such were the veftments of the priefts in 
ordinary. 

The high-prieft, befides the ornaments already de- 
fcribed, had others peculiar to his office. He wore 
a purple robe that reached down to his ancles,which 
we call metbhir, with a girdle, for colours and figures, 
reflembling the beforementioned, excepting the addi- 
tion of an intermjxture of gold. The fkirt of this 
veft was trimmed with a fringe, and hung round 
with pomegranates,and golden bells of curious work- 
manihip, interchangeably placed at equal diftances 
from each other. ‘U'his garment was without feam, 
and had no opening, except lengthways, a little be- 
Jow the fhoulders, behind and about the middleof the 
brealt before, with two borders, one to cover the 
opening, and another as a kind of ornament to that, 
part of it that was left for the arms to pals through 
the fleeves. ; : 


Over this veftment was a third, called the ephed, :} 
and much the fame with the epomis of the Greeks. ’| 


dt was a cubic in length, embroidered with variegat- 
ed colours, intermixed with gold, and covered the. 
whole breaft. Tre had likewile fleeves, and was, in 
effeét, a kind of additional ornament. 

Upon the fore part of this robe, and in the mid- 
dle of the breaft, was left a vacant fpace for the 
eHex, which the Greeks call Jogion, and the Latins, 
Fationvele, that is, the oracle.” This fquare piece 
exactly filled up the vacant fpace. There were gol- 
den rings at each corner, through which ran purple 
ribbons, to conneét the ephod and the rationale. The 
high-prieft wore, upon each fhoulder, a fardonyx, fer 
in gold, which ferved as buckles to clafp one part of 
the ephod to the other. They had golden ringlets to 
bind them and the rationale together. Upon thefe 
jtones were engraved, inHebrew characters, the names 
of Jacob’s twelve fons; the fix elder on the right 
fhoulder, and the other fix on the left. The effen, or 
rationale, was diftinguifhed alfo by twelve ftones, of 
fuch extraordinary magnitude and Juftre, that, for 
value and ornament, were ineftimable. “hey were 
SHPO Te four rows, at three in a row, ahd fo di- 
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vided from each other by little partitions of gold, as 
to fecure them from falling ovt. Inthe firft row was 
a fardonyx, a topaz, and an emerald , in the fecond, 
aruby, ajatper, and afapphire; in the chird, aly 
gyrius, an qmethyit, and an agate; and in the fourth, 
Upon thete 
twelve precious {tones were feverally infcribed the 
names of Jacob’s twelve fons, whom we deem the 
heads of our tribes; fo that the names were inferted 
in the order of feniority. And as hooks were too 
weak to fuftain the weight of thefe precious itones, 
ttronger faftenings were fixed to the upper parc 
of the rationale, that projected from the work of the 
garment. - To this were annexed two wreathed gol- 
den chains, that were conveyed, by fecret paffages, up 
to the fhoulder-piece. The upper end of theie chains 
was carried about to the back, and hooked with a 
ring behind upon the border of the ephod; and by 
theie means the whole was kept in a firm and uni- 
form ttate. There was alfo fixed to the rationale a 
girdle, of the colour beforementioned, but inter- 
woven with gold, It went twice about the body, 
and being ticd ina knot before, the two ends were 
left flowing, with a curious gold fringe as an orna- 
ment to each. 

Vhe high priefVs ¢7ara, or mitre, was the fame 
with that of other priefts, excepting that it was co- 
vered with another of a purple colour, and encircled 
with a triple crown of gold, on which was railed, in 
gold, the refemblance of a cup, in form like the bud 
of a plant, by us called /decharus, and, by the 
Greeks, hyefcyemes, 

For the information of thofe who may be ignorant 
of the nature of this plant, it may not be improper 
briefly to defcribe it. Ir commonly rifes above three 
{pans high: its root is like that of a turnip, and its 
leaf like mint: it branches out into a round bud, in- 
vetted with a coat, which it fheds as the fruit ripens. 

The cup, that was placed. over the golden crown, 
was about the fize of the joint of the imaller finger, 
round and hollow, like the infide of a goblet.” In 
figure it was a kind of hemifphere, narrowing a little 
upwards, and then being dilated towards the brim 
into the form of a bafon, like a pomegranate cut in 
two, 
Sreat natural curiofity) with fharp points, rifing out 
of itJike the prickles of a pomegranate. Within 
this cup and cover, the fruit was nourifhed and pre- 
ferved. The feed is like that of the plant Sideritis, 
or Wall-fage; and the flower Jike planctane. 

Thus was the mitre adorned from the back part of 
the head round to the temples; but the torchead had 
a golden plate over it, infcribed with the venerable 
name of the Deity. Such were the veitments of the 
high prielt. 

tis matter of wonder that other nations have im- 
bibed a prejudice againft us, as blatphemers of that 
Divine Being whom they profefg to adore. Let any 
perfon attend to the ftructure of the tabernacle, the 
veltments of the priefts, and the vefféls ufed in the 
performance of our facred rites, and he muft be con- 
yvinced that our lawgiver was a pious man, and that 
the clamours again{t us are mere calumny and flan- 
der. The particulars alluded to are a reprefentation 
of the world, as will appear to cyvery candid ob- 
ferver. ‘Lhe divifion of the tabernacle into three 
parts, that is, two for the priefts in general, as a 
place common to all, and free of accefs, reprefents 
the earth and the fea; but the third place, acceffible’ 
to no mortal, is like the heavens, the peculiar refi- 
dence of the Deity. The twelve loaves of thew. 
bread upon the able, denote the twelve monchs of 
the year. The candleftick, compofed of feventy 
picces, refers to the twelve figns of the zodiac, thro’ 
which the feven planets take their coutie; and the 
feven lamps, on the top of the feven branches, bears 
an, analogy tothe planets themielves. The curtains 
‘with the fourcoloursof their materials, reprefent the 
four elements. “The linen may fignify.the earth frora 
whence it was derived, and the purple the fea, from 
the blood of a fhell-tifhb, called mex, that gives it 
the tinéture.  “Uhe violet colour is a {ymbol of the 
air, and the fearletofthe fre. ‘The Jinen garment 
of the high prieft, rypifies the earth, and theviolerco- 
lour the heavens. ‘The pomegranates refemble the 
lightning, as do the found of the bells the’thunder. 
The four coloured ephod bears a refemblance to the 
four elements, and the interweaving it with gold, 
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feems to refer to the rays from which we derive myrrh, and the like quantity of iris, cinnamon, 
light. ‘The middle of the gffen, or rationale, de- |} and balfam (of moft fragrant {mell) half of the 
notes the pofition of the earth in the center of the |} above weight, he caufed them all to be pulverized ; 
world; and the girdle about the body of the prieft, |] and being mixed in an hin of oil ot olives, (the 
the fea, which environs all things. The two ftones of || Hebrew hin contains two Athenian choas) to be 
jardonyx fignity the fun and moon; and the twelve |} boiled up fo as to cormpofe an ointment. With this 
other {tones the cwelve figns in the circle, which the }{ he anointed the priefts, the tabernacle, and all the 
Greeks call Zodiace The purple coloured tiara, or appurtenances, by way of purification. Healfo gave 
mitre, hathan allufionto heaven; andthe triplecrown orders for the odours, and all neceffary articles for- 
and plate may point out the glory of the Majefty on the altar of incenfe: but thefe I fhali not enumerate, 
high. left I fhould be thought too prolix. It is neceffary, 

This fhall fuffice for the prefent: the fequel will however, to obferve, that twice a day (that is before 
furnifh ample matter for the difplay of the piety and fun-rife and about fun-fet) they were to burn incenfe, 
wifdom of our incomparable lawgiver. and fupply the lamps with purified oil, three of 

: which, in reverence to theDeity, were to remain burn- 

CHAP. VIIL ing every day upon the facred candlettick, and the 

* reit were to be lighted in theevening, Theartificers, 

Aaron eletied bigh pric. Tax, rites, and ceremonies. \| Who acquired the greateft reputation in the perform- 

Dedication of the tabernacle aud priefts. Punifbiment ance of the various articles heretofore mentored, 

of death inflifted on Nadab and Abibu, the fons of were Bezaleel and Aholiab, for they improved an 

Aaron, for difobeying the injunEtion of Mofés. Sa- embellifhed the plans of others, as well as produced 

crifices and gifts of the beads of the tribes. Mofes plans of their own; but Bezaleel, in the general opi- 

Supplicates intimation of the Divine will in the nion, had the preference, Thefe grand and important 

tabernacle. works were finifhed in feven months; and this pe- 
riod completed a year from the time of their deli- 
Levit. viii. FTER the tabernacle was completed, but be- verance from out of Egypt. . 
Aaron de- fore its confecration, Mofes received the Divine In the beginning of the fecond year, in the month Cenfecrs. 

Bey a command to appoint his brother Aaron high prieft, called, by the Macedonians, Xanthicus, and by us tan of ihe 

Mofes. being a man who, from his fuperior virtues, merited . Nifan, upon the new moon, they dedicated the ta- Fs'* 
that dignity. To this end, having affembled the bernacle, with all its appurtenances, to the imme- 
multicude, and, by expatiating on his virtues, his diate fervice of God, who vouchfafed to fignify his 
affections tor chem, and the dangers he had encoun- approbation of the fame, by the manifeftation of his 
tered in their behalf, obtained their unanimous ap- prefence in an efpecial manner. The reft of the fky 

laufé and approbation of the choice of his brother, being ferene, a kind of (2) cloud overfpread the ta- 

i. thus addreffed them. bernacle, not dark and gloomy, as precedes a winter 

¢¢ I'he work, O men of Ifrael, is now completed |} ftorm, but, almoft penetrable to the human eye: 
** according to the will of God, through the means from this diftilled a dew giving intimation of the Di- 
“‘ and abilities we have derived from his bounty; vine Prefence. . 
** but as this tabernacle is the place which it pleafeth Mofes having recompenfed the feveral artificers 
“¢ him to honour with his prefence in an efpecial man- || 2¢cording to their refpective merit, offered a facri- 
“ner, the choice of a perfon to officiate in holy fice, at the Divine command, near the porch of the ta- 
“things, and make fupplication for the people, be- |{ bernacle, ofa bull, a ram, and a kid, for-the fins of 
“© comes a main and principal concern. If this im- the people: Of the particular ceremonies I fhall 
‘* portantmatter had been committed tome, Imight fpeak hereafter. He then with the blood of the vic- 
** have deemed myfelf entitled to the office; not only tims, fprinkled the veftmentof Aaron ; purifying both 
“trom a principal of felf-love, but a conicioufnels him and his fons with precious ointment and ipring 
“ of thelaborious tafks I have repeatedly performed || Water, as priefts of, the Moft High. This ceremony 
“to promote your intereft: but it is the will of the of purification, both of the tabernacle and the prieits, 
* Almighty, that Aaron be raifed to the dignity of |] W3S continued for feven fucceffive days ; but, on the 
“high prielt, as a token of his approbation of his eighth, a feftival was appointed for the people, who, 
“integrity. et him therefore be invefted with the upon that occafion, vied with each other in fhewing 
 facred robes, the care of the altars, the perform. their oe No fooner were the victims placed 
“ance of facrifices, and the putting up fupplicati- on the altar, than a fpontaneous fire iffued from them, 
*€ ons in behalf of the people. God will vouchiafe the, flame of which refembled a flafth of lightning, 
“¢ oracioufly'to attend,from the fingular regard he has which confumed all before it. | ; ZEA 
«« thewn for your race, as well as the man appointed Aaron at the fame time was vifited withan affliction 
“ by his Divine command to the important office.” peisaane as could befal a father ; but he bore it with 

(2) The multitude, pleafed with this addrefs, una- ecoming patience and refignation, perfuaded that 
nimoufly acquiefced in the choice. Indeed, it muft be nothing could happen without the Divine permif- 
admitted that Aaron, by reafon of his defcent, alli- || 0 te accomplifh the Divine purpofes. His two el- Nadabaxd 
ance to Moles, and many extraordinary quatifica- deft fons, Nadab and Abihu, bringing to the altar ee 
tions, had fuperior claim to this honour. He had |} ther vi¢tims than thofe appointed by Mofes, were a juisial 
at this time four fons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and fo fcorched by the violence of the flames, that im- fire. 
Ithamar. ; mediate death enfued. : os 

Moles gave orders that the remainder of what had Mofes gave orders for their funerals without the 
been colleéted for the building of the tabernacle camp, and their fudden departure was univerfally 
fhould be laid out in covers for the facred veffels, eerie: Their relatives were ftrictly enjoined not 
and, indeed, for the general fervice of the tabernacle || t©J@ment, as it would be unbecoming the facerdotal 
itfelf, to prevent-the fuftaining of any damage from office, by which they were folely devoted to the ho- 

Atx aid. rain or duft. Having once more convened the peo- nour of God. Mofes, rejecting all dignities proffered 
ple, he levied, by way of impott, from each individual him by the people, gave himfelf wholly up to the 
halfa thekel. The thekel is an Hebrew coin, e ui. fervice of the Moit High. He went no longer to 
valent to four Athenian drachms. They complied Mount Sinai, but entering the tabernacle, there 
without the leaft reluétance. The number that of- [| fought intimation of the Divine will. He appeared 
fered amounted to fix hundred and five thoufand in every refpect in a private capacity, nor diftinguifh- 
five hundred and fifty. All thefe were perfons of ed himfelf in any inftance, but in his care and con- 
tree condition, and from twenty to fifty years of |] Gen for the common weal. Fe enacted fuch laws, 
age, and the money thus raifed was appropriated to || f° the regulation of the ftate, as tended to the ho- 

The puri the fervice of the tabernacle. nour of God, and. the interett of the community. 

Sying oll. Then followed the ceremony of the purification of Thefe laws, which he gave them in writing, will be 


the tabernacle and the priefts in this manner. Hav- 
ing taken five hundred thekels worth of choice 





(a) Xt is worthy of obfervation, that the two principal quali- 
fications ef the high pris were, that he fhould have an ex- 
cellent character for virtuous and good ations, and alfo that 
he thould have the approbation of the people. 


particularized on a future occafion. - 
But here I muft digrefs alittle, to make fome re- 





(2) This cloud was afterwards a fignal to the Hebrews, by 
which they knew when to march and when to reft, While che 
cloud remained on the tabernacle, they continued where it flood ; 
but when the cloud left ir, they proceeded on their march. 

marks 
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marks on the priefts veftments, Which, in réality, af- 


ford no {cope to fallé prophets, or the circulation of 
their impottures, as they can never adduce proots of 


the Divine fanétion, though the Hebrews had fo 
many indubitable teftimonies thereof. Ke 

The fardonyx, which. was fixed on the right 
fhoulder of the high prieft, fhone remarkably bright 
whilit the Divine Being was propitioufly prefent at 
the facrifice ; though the ftone has no natural {plen- 
dor; acircumitance that muft raife the admiration of 
all, but thofe who effect to ridicule whatever is fo- 
Iemn and facred. Another more extraordinary in- 
{tance was the indication of victory by the fingular 
brilliancy of the twelve ftones affixed to the effen 
upon the breaft of the high pricft, which had fo 
powerful an effect as to affure the people of the Di- 
vine aid, upon the approach of a conflict with their 
enemies. ‘The Greeks confirm, rather than difpute, 
this point, by terming the effen, in their language, 
Jogiot, or oracle. But thefe extraordinary appear- 
ances ceafing two hundred years before I undertook 
this work, as the Deity withdrew {uch manifeftations 
of his favour from a people who proved unworthy, 
Ifhall refer chem to future confideration, and revert 
to the former fubject. ; . 

The concerns of the tabernacle and priefts being 
fully fectled, the people, elated with affurance of the 
Divine favour and protection, vied with each other 
in prefencing oblations, and fhewing their grati- 
tude to the Author of all mercies. ‘The heads 
of the twelve tribes offered ix waggons, with a yoke 
of oxen to each, to tranfport the tabernacle, as occa- 
fion might require; befides a filver charger, of an 
hundred and thirty fhekels weight, and a filver bow], 
of feventy fhekels, both full of fine four, mingled 
with oil, to be ufed in the facrifices, with an incenfe 
cup full of perfumes, valued at ten daricks. They 
offered likewife a young bullock, a ram, and a lamb 
of a year old, fora Durnt-ofesings with a he-goat for 
a fin-offering. They brought befides their peace- 
offerings, that is, two bullocks a day, five rams, with 
as many lambs and he-goats of a year old. Thefe 
facrifices continued for twelve fucceffive days. 

As heretofore obferved, Motes ceafed to afcend the 
mountain, but received inftructions for the formation 
of laws tor regulating the government in the taber- 
nacle. But this fubject fhall be difcuiYed hereafter. 


CHAP. IX. 


Defeription of facrifices, with their various forms and 
ceremonies. 


SACRIFICES are of two kinds; one for private 

perions, the other for the people in general; and 
they are performed in twodiftin& forms. In the one, 
all that is placed on the altar is confumed, whence it 
is called Lolecauft, or burned. The other is in token 
of thankigiving, and made as a feat to thofe who per- 
form the ceremony. 

With refpeét to the firft; a private perfon brings an 
ox, a lamb, anda kid; each of the two laft one year 
old; the former may be older; but they muft all be 
males. Thele being killed, the priefts fprinkle the 
altar with the blood; then having difleéted the victim, 
and fprinkled it with falc, they lay it on the altar, 
where a fire is already kindled ; after which, having 
cleanted the fect and inteftines, they are laid with che 
reft. The fkins are the perquifites of the priefts. Such 
is the form of the burnt-oftering, or holocauit. 

In facrifices of peace-offering, or thank{giving, 
the viétims are of the fame kind; but they may be 
more than a year old, and of different genders. When 
thele are offered, the altar is fprinkled with blood ; 

ut the reins and caul, and all the fat, with the lobe 
of the liver, together with the tail of the lamb, are 
laid uponthealtar. The breaft, and right fhoulder, 
are relerved for the entertainment of the priefts: but 
what remains may be eaten during two days by the 
offerers, and the reft muft be comfumed by fire. T’he 
jame ceremony is obferved in facrifices for fins > but 
thofe who cannot purchafe larger victims, may offer 
two young pigeons or turtles; one of which becomes 
the perquilite of the prieft, and the other is con- 
fumed. : 

Thofe who fin through ignorance, offer a lamb and 
a female kid, of the fame age. The prieft befprin- 
sles the altar with the blood, but not in the fame 
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thanner as before; confining it to the extremities, or 
horns of the altar. The perquifites of .che priefts, in 
this cafe; are the fkins, and the flefh, which they muft 
eat the famie day in the tabernacle, as they aré pro- 
hibited from relerving any thing for the eniuing day. 
He who is confcious of a fin, though unknown to 
others; is to bring a ram, to be eaten by the prietts 
in the tabernacle the fame day. Heads of tribes, 
making facrifice for their own fins, offer in the fame 
manner as private men, excepting that they bring a 
bull and amale kid, al mig, 

In facrifices, both private and public, the fineft 
flour was to be ufed: to alamb, che meafure of an 
affaron ; toa ram, two; toa bullock, three. The 
flouris firft mixed with oil; and chen contecrated upon 
the altar. Thofe who facrifice bring: with chem oil 
in proportion to the victim ;_ for an ox, the half ofan 
hin; for a ram, a third; and fora lamb, a fotrth. 
They prefent wine in the fame proportion as oil, and 
iprinkle it about the altar. If any perfon, without 
facrificing, and only to_accomplifh a vow, brings 
fine four, a fmall handful is put upon the alear, and 
the reft becomes the perquifite of the prieft; but 
whatever the prieit offers muft be burned. It is for- 
bidden to facrifice the young of any beaft with its 
dam, and allo till if is vight days old. Vhere aré 
other facrifices tor the cure of maladies, where cakes 
are eaten with the victims; but nothiog mult be re- 
ferved till the next morning, after the priefts havé 
taken fuch parts as law allots them. 


CHAP. X: 


Mamier of celebrating feftiivals, with an actorint of di- 
vers foleinnitics. 


ASCORDING to pofitive command, a lamb of 
a year old muft be daily offered at the public * 
charge; one in the morning, and the other in the 
evening : but two were to be facrificed on the feventh, 
or fabbath-day, at the times ftated above. Upon 
the folemnities of the new moons, befides thé daily 
offerings, pier prelent feven lambs of ayear’s growth, 
a ram, anda kid, as an expiation of thofe fins of omif- 
fion, which happen through forgetfulnefs. Upon 
the feventh month (which the Macedonians cal] Hy- 
perberetus) in addition to the above mentioned 
are ofered a bullock, one fheep, feven lambs, and a 
kid. On the tenth of the fame month they faft ill 
evening, and facrifice the fame daya young bullock, 
two rams, feven lambs, and a goat for a fin offering. 
Befides thefe, two kids are brought, one of which is 
fent into the defert, as a fcape-goat, or general ex- 
piation for fin: the other is carried a fhort fpace 
trom the tents, and by fire reduced to afhes. In like 
manner they facrifice the bullock, which is not pro- 
duced at the public charge, but at the expence of the 
high prieft. After the death, the blood both of the 
bullock andkid, being conveyed into the tabernacle, 
the priett fprinkles the cover, with his fingers dipped 
in it, feven times, upwards and downwards ; and 
taking the remainder into the court, he pours it 
about the great altar. The high prieft alfo prefents 
a ram for a burnt-offerinig. : 

Upon the fifteenth day of the fame month (winter 
now approaching) the people were commanded to 
pitch their tents contiguous to each other, as more 
convenient during the extremity of the inclement 
feafon. On their arrival in the promifed land, they 
were to repair to the metropolis as the feat of the 
holy temple, and there to celebrate a feftival for the 
fpace of eight days, and offer oblations of various 
kinds unto the Almighty, bearing in their hands a 
bundle, compofed of myrtle, willow, palm, and ci- 
tron. 

. On the.firft of thefe eightdays they were to facrifice 
thirteen oxen, fourteen lambs, two rams; and a kid, 
for a fin-offering. The number of the lambs’ and 
rams, with the goat, were to be the fame for fix days; 
but one bullock was to be abated daily, till thenum- 
ber was reduced to feven. The eighth was to be 2 
day of reft, and obferved as before defcribed. This 
was the Feaft of Tabernacles upon the Hebrews 
erecting their tents, and isconftantly oblerved by our 
nation. “. 

In the month Xanthicus, (with us Nifan,) which 
commenees the year on the fourteenth day after the 
Dow 
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new moon, the fun being. then in the firft fign of 
the Zodiac, called: Aries, we are commanded to fo- 
lemnize an anniverfary facrifice, called pafcho, in- 
commemoration of our deliverance out of Egypt. 
This feait is celebrated in tribes; without any retérve 
of what is offered. It is: fucceeded by that of the 
azymes, or unleavened bread, which commences 
the fifteenth, and continues feven days, during which 
are, diurnally facrificed two bullocks, one ram, and 
feven lambs, fora burnt-offering, which:are all con- 
fumed by fire; to which is added a kid as a fin-offer- 
ing, as a donation to the priefts. 
On the fecond day of: this feftival they begin to 
tafte of the fruits of the earth, which, though ga- 
thered the preceding harveft feafon, remain till that 
time untouched. But previous to this, as atoken of 
their gratitude to that Being from whom they derive 
every mercy, théy offer the firft fruits of the barley, 
in the following manner: having dried a handful of 
the ears, and, by beating, cleanfed it from the chaff, 
they offer an affaron ot the. fame upon the altar, 
leaving the reft for the ufé of the prietts. After this 
ceremony they are allowed’ to avail themfelves of the 
produce of the harveit at difcretion. With thefe firft 
fruits they likewife prefent a lamb for a holocauft. 
Seven weeks (or forty-nine days) being elapfed 
after the paffover, upon the fiftieth day, which the 
Hebrews call affertha, (of the fame fignification as 
pentecofkos, a: fiftieth,) they. offered two affurons of 
feavened bread made of the fineft flour, and two lambs 
as a facrifice. Thefe being tolely oblations to the 
Deity, after the ceremony devolve to the priefts, who 
make a referve of them to the nextday. The burnt- 
offerings confifted of three calves, two rams, and 
fourteen lambs, befides two kids for a fin-offering. 
No feftival is celebrated without a burnt-offering, 
and defilting from manual labour, and all their forms 
and ceremonies are preicribed by laws. The un- 
leavened bread, compofed of twenty-fouraffarons of 
fine flour, was furnifhed at the public charge. ‘The 
loaves are prepared the day betore the fabbath, and 
in the morning art placed upon the facred table, in 
the fame order, and devoted in the fame manner, as 
before defcribed. The incenfe being caft into the 
facred firein which the burnt-offerings were confumed, 
treth was fupplied upon frefh loaves. Vhe high 
prieft, at his own charge, offered twice a day of the 
fineft hour, mixed with oil, and a little hardened by 
fire. The meafure of the flour isan affaron. But of 
thefe ceremonies I fhall treat more largely ona future 
occafion. . 


CHAP. XI. 


Purification, with its particular laws, forms, and cere- 
monies. 


OSES, having feparated the tribe of Levi, as 
feleéted for the immediate fervice of God, pu- 
rified them with {pring water and facrifices adapted 
to the occafion. ‘Co their charge he committed the 
tabernacle with its appurtenances, and_ appointed 
them to minitter to the priefts, being confecrated and 
fet apart to that office. An ordinance was likewile 
eftablifhed, refpecting abftinence from certain living 
creatures. ‘The eating of blood was moft folemnly 
prohibited, as containing the very life of the animal; 
as was allo the flefh of bea{ts that died of themfelves, 
together with the caul of goats, fheep, oroxen. Le- 
prous perfons were feparated from fociety. Women, 
at certain temporary returns, were reftricted from 
mule intercourle for the fpace of feven days. Thote 
who affilted at funerals were debarred from converfe 
forthe fame lpace. Inaword, fuch as laboured un- 
derany infection, or had rendered themfelves by any 
means unclean and obnoxious, were either fubject to 
certain modes of purification, or fecluded from 
fociety. ‘hofe who recovered from leprous, or any 
intectious dileales, were enjoined to teftify their gra- 
titude, by offering oblations according to the belt of 
their abilicics. 
This proves the envy and fallacy of a fabulous 
report that Moles fled out of Egypt, becaule he was 








(a) Thefe words of Jofephus are remarkable, that the Law- 
giver of the Jews required cf the prieft adouble degree of pu- 
rity in comparifon of that required of the people, of which he 
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infected with a leprofy , and that the Hebrews, whom. 
he conducted towards the land of Canaan, laboured,. 
in general, under thar difeafe : for, had that been the; 
caie, Mofes would not have formed a law that re- 
flected difgrace on himfelf, or countenanced fuch a. 
law if propofed by another. Befides, in many other 
nations, -perfons infected with that dileafe are not only 
exempt from the injunctions laid upon the Hebrews, 
but admitted to offices of the firft dignity, both in 


the army and the ftate, as well as to-religious privi- - 


Furthermore, admitting that Mo- 
he 


leges in general. ‘ 
fes had been infeéted according to this report, 


‘ might have introduced caufes in particular ftatutes, 


to obviate the odium and penalty annexed to the 
fame. Ic is therefore evident that malice is the 
fource of this obloguy, and that the ftatutes were 
ordained from laudable motives.. But letevery man 


. judge for himfelf. 


" priefts. 


Women, after delivery of a male child, were for- 
bidden the temple for forty days. On their entrance 
they were to prefent their oblations, of. which one 
part was confecrated, and the other belonged to the 


If any man fufpected his wife of adultery, he was 


|; to bring an affaron of barley meal, and cafting an. 


‘ handful upon the altar, the reft was referved for the 


priefts. Then one of the priefts, placing the wo- 
man in the porch oppofite the temple, and uncover- 
ing her head, writes the facred name of the Deity.on 
a parchment, and caufes her to fwear, with deadly 
imprecations on herfelf if perjured, that fhe-has not 
violated her chaftity: but if the fuipicion ariles thro* 
excefs of love or jealoufy, to implore that in ten 
months after fhe may bring forthafon. After this, 
folemnity the prieft dips the parchment in water to 
erafe the facred name, pours it into a phial, and then 
taking fome of the duft of the temple, and mingling 
it with the fame, gives it to the woman to drink. It 
fhe has been unjuitly accufed, fhe fhould prove preg-- 
nant, and bring forth a. child; but if guilty, fhe 
fhould- die an ignominious death. ‘Thele are the 
laws prefcribed by Mofes concerning facrifices and 
purifications. Thofe refpecting other particulars are 
as follow. 


CHAP. XII. 


Various laws refpecing adultery, inceft, and the mar- 
riage of priefis. Ceffation from tillage every feventh 
year, The year of gubileé. Cuftoms of war. Dif- 
PYition of the army. Ufes of the trumpets of filver. 


A® ULTERY was moft folemnly prohibited, 
. conjugal fidelity being juftly deemed the bafis 
of focial happinefs, as well as moit effectual fecurity 
of the property and_ intereft of the {tate in general, 
and of private families in particular. Incett, devi- 
auons from the laws of decency, and unnatural pro- 
penfities in general, were likewile ftriatly forbidden; 
ang me who tranigreffed were feverely punifhed. 
ut the 


_B pacts were enjoined to obferve laws more », jute 
rigid (2) than_ the people in common, being com- ‘ettisies 
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manded to abftain not only from enormous crimes, on te 
but interdiéted from marrying women. caft off, or m+ 


fuch as were prifoners, that had dwelt in any houfe 
of common reception, or had been divorced from 
any caufe whatever. The high-prieft was not per- 
mitted even to marry a widow, (though lawful for 
the other priefts,) but had liberty only to takea vir- 
gin to wife. He was alfo forbidden to approach a 
dead perfon, whilft other priefts were allowed to fee 
their deceafed relatives. : 

Priefts, in general} were to be men of integrity, of 
manners, and of found body. Ifany one received an 
accidental blemifh, he was allowed his portion with 
the other priefts, but not permitted to minifter in 
holy things. Purity was not only enjoined them in 
the performance of their facred funétions, but they 
were to preferve a rectitude of manners throughout 
their general condu&t. Thote, therefore, who entered 
on the facerdotal office, were to be men chafte and ab- 
ftemious. They were forbidden the ufe of wine in 





gives feveral inflances. This was alfo the cafe amongft the firit 

Chriltians, of the clergy in comparifon of the laity, as the apo- 

ftolical conititutions and canons every ‘where inform us. 5 
I their 
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their veftments, and were to offer up entire facrifices 
without any detect. : : . 
‘T’hefe laws were to be obferved during their conti- 
nuance in the defert; but there were others that were 
not to take place till chey fhould enter into poffeffion 
of the land of Canaan. E'very feventh year the earth 
was neither tilled or ‘planted, as the people ceaied 
from labour every feventh day. The ipontaneous 
produét was to be common without refervation, for 
the ufe of ftrangers as well as natives. The fame 


decree was to take effect at the expiration of feven | 


times feven years; and the year following being the 
fiftieth, was called, by the Hebrews, jubilee or li- 
berty. _ All debtors, on this occafion, were to be re- 
leafed from imprifonment; bondmen, enjoined to fer- 
vitude for tranf[greffions of the laws, were to be fet 
free; and all lands were to be rettored to their firit 
proprietors after this manner. Upon the approach 
of the jubilee, the feller and purchafer met rogether, 
and cook an eitimate of the profits and expences that 
had been derived from and laid out on the land. If 
the former exceeded the latter, the feller immediately 
received poffeflion; but if the contrary appeared, the 
purchafer, on fatistaction made him for the deficien- 
cies, reinitated the feller inhis property. If the pro- 
fits and expences were equal, reftitution was made to 
the antient poffeffor. The fame law held good with 
refpeét to houles; for if the feller, within the {pace of 
the year, refunded the purchafe money, the buyer re- 
ftored him the premifes, but if the year was expired, 
and the money not depofited, it became the legal 
property of the purchater. TVhefe laws Mofes re- 
ceived from the Divine intimation upon Mount Sinai, 
and they were by him communicated to the Hebrews 
for their due obfervation. ; 
All matters relative to civil government being 
thus adjulted, Mofes turned his thoughts to fuch 
concerns as refpected the army. He iffued a man- 
date to all the heads of tribes (that of Levi except- 
ed) to mufter, and make a_report of -all who were 
able to bear arms, in confequence of which they 
were found to amount to fix hundred and three thou- 
fand and mew ats between the years of twenty and 
hi 





ANTIQUITIES 





or tTrHe JEWS: 
Ephraim. For Jacob, as before obferved, obtained 
of Jofeph a right to his fons by adoption. 

hile the army was encamped (@) the tabernacle 
was pitched in the center, and guarded by three tribes, 
who took their refpeétive tations. Between them 
were left fpaces to pafs and repats. They had like- 
wile a marker, and goods expofed to fale by artizans 


,of the different occupations, fo that ic retembled a 


trading city. The priefts were affigned their pofts 
round about the tabernacle, and nexc to them the 
Levites (for of them there were, by computation, 
males, exceeding the age of thirty, 23,880) as they 
officiated as affiitants in holy concerns. During the 
time that the cloud hovered over the tabernacle, in 
token of the Divine prefence, the people remained 
in the fame places, and moved as they were directed 
by the cloud. 

Motes invented a trumpet, made of filver, accord- 
ing to this model: in length it was almoft a cubic; 
it was a little thicker than a flute; the pipe was itraits 
and the cavity, which was to convey and receive the 
wind, ended in the form of a bell, like trumpets in 
common. It is called, in the Hebrew language, a 
fephra. There were two of thefe trumpets made ; 
one was to call the people to general affemblies, and 
the other to fummon the heads of the tribes to hold 
confultation on the affairs of ftate; but at the found 
of both, the princes, or heads, and the people, were 
to affemble in general. 

The tabernacle was moved in this folemn_ order: 
On the firft alarm of the trumpet, thofe who were 
encamped towards the eaft diflodged; on the next 
thote co the fouthward; then the tabernacle was un- 
fixed, and carried in the center, between fix tribes in 
the front, and fix in the rear, all the Levites officially 
attending. At the third alarm thofe to the weftward 
moved; and at the fourth thofe on the north follow- 
ed them. Thefe trumpets were alfo ufed on facred 
occafions, both on the fabbath and other days. Then 
alfo was the firft paffover celebrated by our ancetl~ 
tors, after that in| the defert, in commemoration of 
their deliverance from Egyptian bondage. 


The whole form, order, and mode of encampment 


i. itty. In the place of Levi (whofe tribe was exempt || of the raclites, with the difpofition of the twelve 
from aah engagements) he raifed Manaffes, the tribes, and the refpective numbers of each, will be 
fon of Jofeph, as leader, and for Jofeph fubftituted |] feen, at one view, by the following table. 
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I. 
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(a) Each of thefe camps had its peculiar banner or ftandard, 
and each ftandard its motto or infeription. Each ftandard had 
likewife a diftin& figure marked on it. Reuben’s ftandard had the 
figure of a man; Judah’s, of a lion; Ephraim, of an ox; 
and Dan’s, that of an cagle. The fame four creatures are ufed 
by the prophet Ezekiel in the defeription of his firft vifion. Every 
sherub is faid to have had four faces; the face of a man, to fhew 
his underftanding 5 of a lion, to fhew his power; of an ox, to 
thew bas aie office; and of an eagle, to thew his fwift- 

Os 4e 


pes felt eisaince 
W eft-ward, 








nefs in the execution of God’s will. Under the fame four, in 
the opinion of the Fathers, are reprefented the four Evanpelifts. 
The Man reprefents St. Matthew, becaufe he begins his Gof- 
pel with the generation of Chrift; the Lion, St. Mark, becaufe 
he begins his Gofpel from the voice of the lion roaring in the 
wildernefs ; the Ox, St. Luke, becaufe he begins with Zacha- 
rias, the prieft; and the Eagle, St. John, who, foaring aloft, 
beginneth with the divinity of Chrift,. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Sedition againft Mofes. Hebrews obtain relief. Pu- 
nifved for mutiny. 


coon after the Hebrews left Mount Sinai, and, 


after a few ftations by the way, they arrived at a 


place called Jeremoth. “There the people again be- 

an Co be mutinous, and to blame Moles for the hard- 
thips they had encountered in their travels charg- 
ing him with having perluaded them to leave a fer- 
tile country, and now reduced them toa neceffity of 
wandering about in a ftate of mifery and want, inlo- 


it happen that manna failed thern, they mutt inevi- 
tably perifh. Whilft they were loading him with the 
bitrereft invectives, notwith{tanding his confummate 
abilities, one of the multitude itepped forth, and 
exhorted them to regard him wich gratitude for the 
wonders he had done for them, nor ever defpair of 
the aid and affiftance of the Almighty. But this 
friendly admonition incenfed them the more, and in- 
created their fpleen againft Motes, who, neverthelefs, 
encouraged them in their defpairing fituation, and 
affured them chat, notwithitanding the obloquy he 
had received attheir hands, he would procure forthem 
a ttore of provifions, not for one, but for many days. 
When they remained icredulous, and one of them 
aflked whence he could raife provifion for fo nume- 
rous a body, he anfwered, “ The great God and his 
fervant, notwithftanding your reproaches, will never 
ceale to be careful for you, as you will fhortly per- 
ceive.” Scarce had he fpoken this, when the cam 
was covered with quails, (a) of which they took 
great numbers. , However they were foon punifhed 
for their infolent reproaches, by fo great a (b) plague 
among tt them, that che place retains the memory of 
their deRruction to this day, and is called Cabro- 
thaba, or Kibroth-hattavah; or, The Sepulchres of 
concupifcence. 


CTIAP XIV. 


Spies fent to Canaan. Multitude differently affected by 

Pe report. Mutiny againft Mofes. “Appeafed Ly 
Caleb and “Fofoua. Mofes and Aaron intercede for the 
people. Thetr prayers heard. 


Wit TEN Mofes had conducted _the Hebrews 
trom thence to a place called Pharan, or the 
Straits, upon the confines of Canaan, he fum- 
moned the heads to a council, and thus addreffed 
them. “ Of the two great benefits, liberty and the 
& poffefMfion of an‘happy country, promifed you by 
“ the God of truch, you already enjoy the one, and 
** the other will fpeedily follow. We are now on 
“< the borders of Canaan, nor can the force of united 
“* nations deprive us of the acquifition of it. Let 
** us, cherefore, prepare for a_ vigorous exertion, as 
we cannot expeét that the inhabitants will refign 
their ticle without refiftance, or that we fhould ob- 
“© tain a conqueft_ without refolution. My counfel 
“+ is, that certain {pies be fent out to furvey the coun- 
“try, and the ftrength of the inhabitants. But 
“¢ above all chings Jet me recommend unanimity, and 
* 3 firm reliance on the power and protection of the 
** Almighty.” : 

The propofal of Mofes met with general approba- 
tion, and twelve men of the firft rank, one out_of 
each tribe, were appointed as fpies. Having fur- 
veyed the land of Canaan from the borders of Egypt, 
they came to mount Libanus, and having explored 
the’ nature of the foil, as well as the inhabitants, 
they returned after an abfence of forty days. They 


© 
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(a) Commentators have differed in their opinions what this 
f:od was, which we tranflate guaz/s; fome endeavouring to 
prove that our tranflarion is right, whilft others attempt to shew, 
that, inftead of quails, the woid fhould have been rendered /o- 
cuit. ‘The original tcermimplies both ; and perhaps both were 
fent at the fame ime. They complained for want of variety, 
and therefore God might give them the variety they lufted after. 
‘I'he Pfalmift feems to favour this interpretation, when he fays, 
that God rained flefo upon ther as thick as duft, and feathered 
fowls as rhe fand of the fec, Pal. Ixxviii, 27. 

(£) Or, as fome writers fay, the leprofy, which proceeds from 


-had found the pofterity of the giants.. Upon the 
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brought with them famples of tlie fruits of the land, 
pointed out their excéllence, and gave fo pleafing an 
account of the country in general, as to infpire the 
people with refolution to engage in a contelt. But The my. 
they were difmayed on the other hand by the diffi- cade at fut 
culty of the sequin, being informed that the but afte” 
rivers were fo wi 


{ e and deep as to be impaffable, and wars ait. 
the mountains fo fteep as to be inacceffible; alfo that eee 


their cities were ftrongly fortified with walls and of te this, 
bulwarks. They alfo reported that, in Hebron, they 









whole the fpies, intimidated themlelves, reprefented 
the difficulties and horrors they had encountered in 
fucha light, as ftruck the multitude with coniterna- 
tion; fo that giving up the conqueft as impractica- 
ble, they diffolved the affembly, ‘and returned home 
to their wives and children deploring their fate, as if 
the great Arbiter of all things had promifed that 
which would never be effected. They alfo blamed 
Mofes, and reviled both him and his brother Aaron, Aree 
the high prieft. They paffed the night in difquiet acaint Mex 
and reproaches, and in the morning re-affembled in fs witha 
a tumultuous manner, with an intention (¢) to ttone {cflutend 
both Mofes and Aaron, and then return to Egypt. Taye 
But two of the fpies, Jofhua, the fon of Nun, of the 
tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb, of the tribe of Judah, 
fearful of the confequences of thefe tumults, rufhed 
into the midft of the multitude, whom they endea- 
voured to appeate, by defiring them not to defpair 
of the accomplifhment of the Divine promilfes, from Casha § 
any rumours that had been fpread refpecting. the jofius ee F 
fituation of affairs in Canaan, and exhorting them appeafede 
to attend to thofe who would be the principal agents people, 
in bringing about the expected event. “* For (con- 
tinued they) neither the heighth of mountains, nor 
the depth of rivers, can deter men of valour from 
the attempt, efpecially when they rely on the Divine 
aid. Letus, therefore, go forward without difinay, 
and in full confidence of victory, having the arm of 
Onnnipotence to protect and defend us.” Thus did 
they endeavour at once to appeafe the multitude, 
and infpire them with refolution; whilft Mofes and Mt«! § 
Aaron, falling proftrate, humbly befought the Al- tercede & 
mighty, not tor their own fafety, but that he would t= § 
be plealed to reftore the defpairing people to a quiet {3am 
. : prevail, 
mind, who were now in fuch a itate of tumult and 


t 


diforder. The cloud then appeared, and refting 
upon the tabernacle, gave teftimony of the Divine 
Prefence. 3 


CHAP. XV. 


Mofeés foretells that the Ifraelites foould wander in the 
defert forty years. They repent. Inflances of the 
authority of Mofes. 


Wo now boldly prefented himfelf to the mul- 
titude, and informed them, that the Almighty, 
provoked at their outrages, was determined to punifh 
them; not, indeed, according to their deferts, but as 
tender parents chaftifed their children. For, that 
while he continued in the tabernacle, and befought 
Him in their behalf, he had recounted the benefits 
conferred upon them, and the many inftances of their 
ingratitude and difobedience, particularly in giving 
more credit to the report of the {pies than to his pro- 
mife; for which caufe, though he would not exter- 
minate their whole race, (whom he had preferred to 
the reftof mankind,) yet he would not permit chem 
to take poffeffion of the land of Canaan, nor enjoy 4 § 
its abundance, but would caufe them to wander in 7" 
the defert for forty years; promifing, at the fame 
time, to their children, the poffeffion and enjoyment 
of thofe good things, which they had forfeited by 
their murmuring and difobedience.” 





a precarious and ill difpofition of the blood and juices; but the 
more immediate caufe is an infinity of fmall imperceptible 
worms, thatinfinuate themfelyes between the fiefhand the ikin, 
which prey upon the fearf fkin, then upon the inner fkin, and 
afterwards upon the extremities of the nerves and: mufcles, from 
whence arifes a total corruption of the whole mafs of blood. 

(c) From this defign it appears evident thar the children of 
Ifrael were very obdurate hard hearted wretches; for, although 
God was daily working miracles in their fight, yer they wowd 
not believe, nor would they truft in him. 


When 


Boox II. 


‘When Mofes had comniunicated thefe particulars, 
Aepéntanee the people were greatly affected, and entreated him 
and fubmi- ¢q procure their reconciliation with the offended Ma- 
foaof the jeity of Heaven, that they might ot continue to 


mee féad a wandering life, but be indulged with a perma-- 


nent refidence. But he replied, chat this was iniad- 
miffible,; for the Almighty was not incenfed againft 
them after the manner of men, but had, for his own 
wife ends, denounced that punifhment which could 
not be averted. Nor is it improbable that Mofes, 
though but a fingle individual, fhould pacify fuch 
multitudes; for he was affilted by Power Divine, 
which now wrought the people into a_perfuafion, 
that all their calamities were the effect of their con- 
CharaGerof rymacy and difobedience. oe 
Mert -But Mofes was as admirable for his virtue and pre- 
complete, yailing influence over the minds and conduct of 
ample, and men, not only during his natural life, but remains 
perpetual. 7) in thefe our days, as there is not one of the He- 
brews but holds himfelf as much bound to obey his 
ordinances and inftirutions now, as if he were actually 
prefent with them. There are many reafons to fup- 
pofe that his power was more thanhuman. Amongtit 
others, when certain ftrangers have travelled from 
parts beyond the Euphrates, at immenfe charge and 
great peril, to honour our temple and offer facrifice, 
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or Tue JEWS. 
they were not permitted to partake of the victims, bé- 
caufe Motes had forbidden it, from their being dif- 
qualified. Some have not facrificed at all; while 
others have left their facrifices unfinifhed; and many 
more have been forbidden accefs to the temple, chu- 
fing rather to adhere to the inftitutions ot Motes, 
than in any one initance indulge their inclinations 
and chat from motives truly conicientious. Thus di 
the legiflation of Mofes appear to be truly Divine. 

As another inftance, -a little before the wars of the 
Jews, when Claudius was emperor of the Romans, 
and Ifhmael was an high prieit, fo great a famine pre- 
vailed, that an affaron of meal was fold for tour 
drachms; and there was brought to the feltival of 
Azymes the quantity of feventy~ corus, (which are 
egual to thirty-one Sicilian, and forty-one Athenian 
medinini), yet not one of the priefts would touch a 
grain of it, notwithftanding the oe diitrefs, and 
that from an awful dread of the Divine punifhment 
of fin, whatever plea might be urged by the offender. 

_The fingular events of former times, therefore, 
fhould not excite our wonder, when we confider that 
the writings of Mofes are in fuch torce even to this 
day, chat our profeffed enemies acknowledge our go- 
vernment and laws were inftiruted by God_himielf, 
and that-through the means of his chofen fervant. 


End of the TuiRp Book: ; a 
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{Including a Period of about Thirty-eight Years.] 





CHAP. I. 


The Hebrews wage war with the Canaanites without 
taking counpel from Mofes, and are defeated. 


HE troubles and afflictions both of body 
and mind, to which the Flebrews were 
continually expofed in the defert, rendered 
them fo defperate, that, notwithftanding 

the exprefs prohibition of the Almighty, and the mott 
Theaeli- powerful diffuafives of Mofes, they determined on a 
beration of War againft the Canaanites, alledging, that God 


ene _ would vouchfafe them his aid, not out of regard to . 


the interceffion of Mofes, but the efpecial favour he 


ther they 1 L , ¢ v 
fhould at- had fhewn their nation from the time of their fore- 
Gikaiites fathers, whofe virtues he had ever rewarded by fin- 
in oppo. ular interpofitions of his providence. They had 


fition to the alfo a prefumptious reliance on their own ftrength 

dea and abilities, though Mofes fhould endeavour to 
counteraét their efforts. Indeed, they feemed to have 
imbibed a general opinion, that it would redound 
to their intereft to eftablifh a form of government 
amongft themfelves; and that though Mofes had 
been, in fome degree, acceffary ro their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage, it.did not follow that they 
were under an obligation of fubmitting to his ty- 
rannical impofitions, as if God had communicated 
his will and pleafure concerning them froma partial 
attachment to him. The leaders of this defign took 
care alfo to infinuate, that.as they were all the pof- 
terity of Abraham, his vanity and pride were highly 
cenfurable, in affecting a foreknowledge of events 
that fhould happen to them from Divine intima- 
tion peculiar to himfelf, and that therefore it would 

A dangerous be prudent in them to oppofe his arrogant pretences, 

amuinys place their fole confidence in the Almighty, for ob- 
taining poffcfiion of the country he had promifed 
them, and, froma confideration of the calamities 
under which they {till groaned, immediately proceed 
to a conteft, with the Canaanites, depending on the 
aid of Omnipotence, without the interference of any 
legiflator, 


‘This propofal being univerfally approved, as the 
wifeft epedient, they fallied forth againft their ene- 
mies, who not being the leaft intimidated, either by 
the attack, or the multitudinous body which made 
it, refifted fo valiantly, that the Hebrews were routed 
with great Maughter, compelled to a moft ignomi- The Cae 
nious flight, and purfued even to their very camp. aaanices 
This unexpected overthrow reduced them to a ftate put the Me 
of defperation, as from thence they concluded it was hail “ 
Pate . 4 ight. 
inflicted as a punifhment from the Almighty, for Their ov 
embarking in an enterprize without his countel and throw a jut 
approbation. . p judgment. 
‘When Mofes obferved the defponding fituation of 


| his countrymen, and that the enemy were elated with 
_ their victory, he deemed it proper to withdraw the 


: : ° fes with 
army into the wildernefs, to a farther diftance from Morey? 


the Canaanites. The people now refigned them- people in 
felves up to_his guidance, confcious that without the dee 
him their affairs could not profper. . They accord- 
ingly decamped, and retired into the defert, refolv- 
ing not to make a farther attempt againft their ene- 
mies, before they were favoured with due intimation ° 
of the Divine will. 

But as it often happens amongft promifcuous 
multitudes, efpecially upon ill fuccefs, thar the 
herd grows headftrong and difobedient to com- 
mand, fo it was with reipeét to the Elebrews upon 
this occafion ; for amounting in number to fix hun- 
dred thoufand, and even in their better fortunes, 
having been refractory to their governors, they were 
now more exalperated by their diftreffes.. This oc- The (oldie 
cafioned a fedition, of which there cannot be ad- juny: 
duced a fimilar inftance amongft the Greeks, or even set Mott 
Barbarians. It would have proved deftructive, had see 
not Moles, forgetting their defigns on his life, in- ue 
terpofed in their behalf. Nor were they totally 
abandoned by that Almighty power which had fo 
often protected them ; and-now, notwithftanding the 
indignities they offered their law-giver, and their dif- 
obedience to the Divine commands, delivered them 
trom that danger into which they brought themfelves 
by their mutiny and rebellion, as will appear from 
the fequel. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. If. 


Sedition of Corab and the multitude agaiuft Mofes and 
bis brother lavon, concerning the pricfthood.  Corab 
raifes 2 mutiny, and detaches muny of the leaders Srom 
Majes, who addrejjes thei upon that occafions 


ORAH, an Hebrew ‘of great wealth arid influ- 
ence, and famous for his eloquence, becoming 
jealous of the dignity to which Motes had attained, 
raifed a clamour againit him amongit the Levitts, 
who were of the fame tribe, by fuggelting to them, 
in an occafional haranguc, “ That it redounded to 
* their difhonour thus tainely to tuffer Mofes, under 
“ pretence of the Divine command, to retain an un- 
«limited authority, veft the, prieithood in his bro- 
«ther Aaron without their fuffrages, and beftow 
« places of honour and profit at pleafure. He added, 
«that thefe meafures were the more oppreffive and 
« grievous, as founded on the arts of fophiftry and in- 
« finuation; that thofe who are confcious of delerving 
« pofts of dignity, endeavour to obtain them not by 
«force, but mild perfuafion; that ir was the inte- 
« reit of a ftate to check the ambition of fuch afpir- 
« ing. individuals, -before they acquired am influence 
«thac might. prove ‘deftruétive.. He demanded by 
« what authoricy Mofes had: conferred the priett- 
«< hood on Aaron and his fons? enforced his own ti- 
« tleasfuperior to theirs, both by defcent and proper- 
«ty, thacif it was-the will of God; it fhould be vetted 
scin the tribe of Levi; and concluded with obferv - 
« ing, that it the honour appertained co the moft an- 
«¢ cient of the tribes, that of Reuben fhould enjoy 
«it, in which cafes it would fall to the lot of Da- 
«than, Abiram, or Peleth, as claimants from anti< 
 quicy and opilence.””. 


This addrefs of Corah might have had the fem- 
blance of public virtue; bur ic was dictated by in- 
terefted principles, to raife a tumult, and obtrude 
himfelf into the office of the priefthood. Ina fhore 
time, indeed, it had, in fome degree, thedefired effect ; 
for the o inions he advanced being induftrioufly pro- 
pagated by his party, as well as exaggerated by re- 
port, thofe who were averfe to the intereft of Aaron, 
railed a party of two hundred and fifty to join in this 
con{piracy; wreft the priefthood from him, and trans~ 
fer itto Corah. - Nay, the multitude were fo far pre- 
vailed on by thefe factious proceedings, that they at 
tempted to ftone Motes, and furrounded the taber- 
nacle in tumultuous uproar, PEcisimings thac the 
tyrant fhould be exterminated, who, under the pre- 
text of the Divine command, had reduced them to a 
itate of abject lever} and adding, that if God had 
chofen one to the office of high prieft, he would noc 
have conferred’ it on a perfon who was far inferior to 
others 3. and alfo if it had been fo decreed, Aaron 
would undoubtedly have obrained it by the fuffrages 
o ie people, and not the ulurped authority of his 

rother, ms 


Mofes, con{cious of his integricy, and chat the ap- 
pointment of his brother co the priefthood was pur- 
fuant to the Divine will, was by no means difmayed 
by the calumny of Corah, nor its efFeét upon the in- 
cenfed multitude, in whole prefence he thus addreffed 
their factious leader. Ts ey 


“T readily grant (faid he) thar you, Corah,. and 
*“ your affociates, are all worthy of honour ; bur I 
** contemn notthereftof theaffembly, though inferior 
*“ to you in riches, and other ‘endowments, Aaron 
“was not appointed to the office of high prieft for 
“his wealth, (for you are more opulent.) nor for his 
. Boi ; for in that we are equal, as deriving our 
** origin from the fame progenicor. Nor have I de- 
“ prived any man ohh een in what I conferred on 
“my brother. Nay, i ad not been actuated by 
* becoming motives, I fhould have taken the office 
“upon myfelf, Befides, it. would have been the 
“heighth of folly to expofe myfelf to danger by 
“an aét of injultice, from which another mens 
«, Teap benefit, excliive of im Wiel spur far be fro 
“me eh: impiety and injuitice. “The Alnighry 
. Q. 4 yt 


; % 


“ would neither have fuffered his honour to be thus 
“ violated, or you to have remained in fuch igno- 
““rance of whar was icceptahle to him. It was 
“* God who chote the prieit : itis God who abfolves 
‘¢ me trom the charge of criminality. Bur now ad- 
“ mitting that Aaron holds the office by Divine ap- 
“© pointmenc, without any partiality on my part, he 
* thal] refit his caufe on your fuffrages, without in- 
‘¢ fifting upon the legality of what has paffed, chough 
‘¢ with your approbation, This propotal is to con- 
“* vince Sod thas ambition is nor his motive, and 
“© that he is teady to part with his juit right pro- 
‘© vided it cold be the means of fuppreffing your 
“feditions. Ir would have been highly improus to 
* have refused an office of Divine appointment; fo 
*¢ that the acceptance of it can be no juft ground of 
** offence. Butas itis more reafonable that che donor 
*¢ fhould confirm the gift, ler the matter be once 
“again referred to the Divine appointment, and 
“then you may abide by the perfon fo choten to the 
“ Gea funttion. Surely Corah wold not be fo 
“ prefumptuous as to queftion the Divine right of 
* xppointing the office of high prieft. One day, 
“¢ without farther controverfy, will bring this point 
“co an iffue. Let all the claimants appear to-mor- 
** row with their centers in their hands, with fire and 
“ inceniéin them. You, Corah, muit patiently wait Mofe's sp- 
the ‘Divine determination, without prefuming to Pe 
“ arroputé a pre-erhinence, but appear amongit the 
** competitors. Nor dol fee what fhould exclude 
‘© Aaron trom putting in his claim, as he hath hi- 
* cherto maintained an unexceptionable character in 
“the exercife of his funétion, and is allo of the 
“ fame’ tribe ‘With yourfelf, When you are all toge- 
“ther, you fhall offer incenfe in the prefence of the 
“ people; and let that perfon whofe offerings fhall 
& Ee moft aéceptable in the fight of God, be de- 
“clared and ‘confirmed high prieft. This will de- 
‘cide the point in difpute, and acquit me of the 
i char8e, as malevolently as falfely alledged againit 
me. 2 
77) 
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Tremendous judgment on the authors of thefedition. The 
office of high price? confirmed to Aaron and bis fons. 


ars addrefs of Mofes not only appeafed the 
clamour of the multitude, but difpoled them 
in his favour, asa perfon in every refpect qualified to 
fill the charaéter he reprefented; and hereupon the. 
affembly feparated. 


The next ‘day the people re-affembled to attend Num. svi. 
the facrifice, and wait the event of the cleétion, for 
which they were, in general, very folicitous, though 
attached to different interefts. Some were tumul- The people 
tuous, and for proceeding ina riotous manner againft 4 
Motes: but the wife and difcreet part recommended 
peace and good order, perfuaded that {edition and 
mutiny were fubverfive of all government, as the 2. 
rabble are ever fond of novelcy, and ready to revile Bahan: 
their fuperiors, as well as receive and propagate mun peo - 
Nander upon every occafion. Pies 


Mofes, however, fummoned Dathan and Abiram Parhy ” 
toattend the iflue of the facrifice, and prefer their “444. 
refpective claims ; but they ablolutely refuled, aver~ imoned by 
ing, that they would nolonger fubmitco his uftrrped Moles. 
authority. pon this anfwer Motes took tome of picts 
the elders with him, and, notwithitanding, his ex- his autho. 
alted ftation, went in perfon to thele revolters, ‘it 
When Dathan and his affociate heard of the ap- 
proach of Mofes and the elders, they came out of Motes gocs 
their tents, with their wivés'and children, refolutely tw the tee 
to wait for him, having their attandants at hand, in topauend- 
order to repel force by force, if néceMity fhould ree ges 

uire it. ofes proceeded quictly till he came to 

athan, when, lifting up his his hands to heaven, he Pathan nd 
invoked the Almighty, in the hearing of the whole [2 “es: 


nione avait 


multitude, to the following ¢ffect; their aupe 


pouch, 
“ Almighty God, thou whoart Lord of the Uni- 
* verfe, the judge of all my actions, art witnefs that jin appeat 
‘* whatever [ have done hag been in perfec confor. tothe Al. 
“ mity to ny Will; thou, Who, iA compaffion te mighty, 
the 


Mutes's fa« 


Dathan and 
Abiram, and 
their train, 
fwatlowed 
up 

They fall 
unpitied by 
their rela. 
tions, 


Thechoice 
pur to fe. 
cond trial, 


_ heaven, as no carchily materials could have produced 
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the Hebrews, hait been gracious to them, as well 
as my conftant fupport upon every occalion, hear 
“my prayer; thou, who knoweft the fecrets of all , 
hearts, vouchfate to bring the truth to light, and . 
manifeft the ingratitude of thefe’ men; thou 
from whom nothing can be hidden, and to whom 
is known every action of my lite, do thou be 
pleafed to bear teftimony to my innocence, againit 
thofe who revile and flander me, Thou knowelt 
& thacl quitted a quict and comfortable life, which] 
enjoyed through thy bleffing upon my endeavours, 
and the favour of my father-in-law, Jethro, for the 
exchange of hazardous enterprizes, for the liberty 
“and fecurity of thefe people. But now, fincelam 
“** become obnoxious to thofe who, by my means, have 
** been delivered from the extremelt difficulties and 
dangers, do thou, Lord, that didft appear to me 
out of the fire upon mount Sinai, let me hear thy 
“‘ voice, and be witnefs of thy Divine directions. 
“<'Vhou, that didft honour me with an embaffy into 
“* oypt, humbling the pride of the Egyptians, and 
“delivering the Elebrews out of their bondage ; 
“* thou, that laidf{t the power of Pharaoh at my feet, 
“turning the fea into dry land, and that dry land 
** into fea again, for the fatety of thy people, and the 
*Sconfulion of their enemies; thou, who gaveft us 
“© arms when we were defenceleis, who madeft the 
“* bitter waters {weet and pleafant, and didit fupply 
‘© us with water in extremity out of the rock, as well 
as with food out of the fea, and meat from heaven, 
thou, that didft lay the toundation of our govern. 
*‘ ment, that art the judge of all things, avenge my 
caufe, and witnefs for me, that I have not been 
** corrupted to favour injuftice, or efpoufe the in- 
“* terelt of a rich man_to the oppreffion of a poor 
one: yet I ftand accufed of partial adminiftration, 
asif Thad confirmed the priefthood on my brother, 
from motives of private affection, and not at thy 
Divine command. Be pleafed, therefore, to make 
appear, that all things are difpofed by thy pro- 
vidence, and brought to pafs, not by chance, but 
thy fpecial appointment. Teftify thy wonted 
kindnefs to the Hebrews, by inflicting condign 
** punifhment on Dathan and Abiram, for luggefting 
*¢ that thy purpofes are oppofed by my arts. Vific 
“‘thefe detracters from thy glory with exemplary 
** vengeance. Let the earth on which they tread 
** {wallow them up, with their families and fubftance, 
“tor the manifettation of thy power, and as an 
“Sexample to pofterity, not to think unworthily of 
* the Majelty of Heaven, Butif the charge alledged 
‘is proved againit me, may thefe curfes light on 
“mine own head, and my accufers be perfectly 
“happy. After thou haft punifhed the difobedient, 
** keep thereft in peace, concord, and the oblervance 
*ofthy commandments, fince it is contrary to thy 
* juitice to confound the innocent with the guilty.” 
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Mofes had fearcely uttered thefe words, inter- 
mixed with tears, when fuddenly the earth was fo 
convulfed, that the multitude were {truck with hor- 
ror, and a difmal outcry was heard throughout all 
their tents. At length, witha dreadful noife, the 
ground opened, and iwallowed up the feditious, with 
all their property, and immediately clofed fo exactly, 
that no fign of the rupture was to be {een. 


Thus perifhed a feditious faction, as examples of 
the power and vengeance of the Moit High. They 
fell unpitied by their own kindred: nay, “the whole 
multitude rejoiced at this fignaldifplay of the Divine 
Juftice, in. the extermination of fuch obnoxious 
members of the ftate, fuch pefts of their nation and 
fociety in general. 

After the extinétion of Dathan and_ his accom- 

lices, Mofes fummoned the candidates for the priett- 

ood, referring the people to the choice of that per- 
fon whole facrifice fhould be moft acceptable unto 
God. ‘Chere affembled upon the occafion two hun- 
dred and fifty perfons, who, for the virtues of their 
ancellors, and their own merit, were held in efteem, 
With thefe ftood forth Aaron and Corah, offering, 
before the tabernacle, the incenfe they brought in 
their centers, when fuddenly appeared fo fierce a fire 
as to exceed thatof burning mountains, or the con- 
flagration of whole foretts. It was aftonifhingly 
brightand flaming, and, beyond doubt, came trom 





































JEWS. 
fuch ablaze. By the force of this Gre, Corah, and 

his two hundred and fifty accomplices, were fo totally con. 
contumed, that the leatt relic of their bodies was not liscoure 
to be tound. Aaron alone rcmained untouched, Me ca. 
as a certain evidence that it was the work of a Divine gzt4 
Power. Motes, to perpetuate the memory of- thig 
awful judgment, commanded Eleazar, the fon :of 
Aaron, to confecrate their cenfers, and faften them 

to a brazen altar, as a warning co future generations Abr 
not to prefume to counteract the defigns of the Moft altar erede 
Hiigh, From thefe judgments it was evident, beyond wa ™ 
a doubt, thar Aaron obtained: not the. prietthood by ; 
finifter means, but by Divine appointment ; fa that 

he held it ever atter, but not without a difpurecan- 
cerning his title. Dh neue Mies he genet 
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Various occurrences which befel the Hebrews in the. de. . . 


. fert, during the fpace of thirty-eight years, . Réegu» 
lations refpetting the facerdvtaloffice, and other ae. 
concerns. Death of Mariam, the fifter, and Haren, 


the brother, of Mojes. 


IN OLWITHSTANDING the punifhments. in- Num.nj 
flicted upon the abettors of the former taction,. 

a new fedition arofe, from an opinion which the 
people had imbibed, that the late judgments, 'ad-. 
mitted by them as the effects of a Divine Power, were 
brought to pafs merely for the fake of Motes, ‘Ta 

him, therefore, they imputed theie calamities, LUG The it. 
gefting, that thefe men were not punifhed for their. Sremm 
fins, but through the folicitation of Mofes ; as no. Rt! 
crime could be alledged to their charge, unlefs their. 
zeal tor the fervice ot God could be fo called. That Mot. 
Mofes availed himfclf of the deftruétion of the peo. 
ple, in confirming his brother in the! priefthood, and. 
entailing it upon his line, fince it was certain none 

of the tormer candidates. would prefume to put 
themfelves in competition. The kindred of .the 
deceafed embraced this opportunity of. reprefenting 

to the’multitude the neceffity of refiraining the ex- 
Oorbitant power of Mofes, which they might do eafily 

and effectually. ‘ - 


Mofes, to prevent the confequences of another.tu- 
mult, convened the multitude, heard their grievances, 
and, without making reply, leit they fhould be more 
incenfed, appointed the heads of the tribes to bring, 
every one a rod, with the names of their tribes in= Moles 
{cribed upon them, promifing that the prietthood pein e 
fhould be vefted in him, upon whole rod God fhould oe 
fhew any particular fign. .This propofal being ace thin: 
ceded to, they brought their rods, with the anicrips 
tions as directed. Aaron brought his .rod amongit 
the reft, on which was infcribed the name of the 
tribe of Levi. Mofes Jaid all their rods: in. the ra- 
bernacle, and the next day produced them, which 
were eafily known by the refpective marks that were 
fet upon them. They were found all to remain in 
the fame .form, that of Aaron excepted,, which 
{prouted out with branches and buds, and what was 
more wonderful, bearing ripe almonds; the rod be- 
ing of the wood of the almond.-tree. The ‘people, 
amazed at this extraordinary fpectacle, abated in 
their animofity towards Motes and Aaron, acknow- 
ledged the Divine interpofition in favour of the lat- 
ter, admitted his right of eleétion, thus confirmed a 
third time by the Divine approbation; anevent that 
put a happy period to the faétions and feditions which 
had prevailed amongf{t the Hebrews. ; 


The tribe of Levi being dedicated to God's im- 
mediate fervice, were already exempted from military 
concerns; but left worldly cares might divert them 
from due attention to the duties of their function, 
Molesordained thar, after the land of Canaan should, 
by the Divine aid, be conquered, forty-eight of the 
beft cities fhould be allotted for the maintenance of 
the Levites, with two thoufand cubits of land con- 
tiguous to the walls of the place. He moreover 
enjoined a tenth part of the yearly profits arifing tem 
from the fruits of the earth, and colleeed from the sus 
whole body of the people, to be paid asa duty to 
the priefts ‘and Levites, which has been d ly ‘ob- 
ferved ever lince. Having mentioned thefe matters 

‘ “we 





Aaron't 
rod bod 
Beads tte 


Aaron's 
electatt 
fanatics 
firmed. 


The ber 
fond 
military 
otlnss 





Boox: IV; 
we. fhall now ftate what exclufively belongs to the 


priefts themfelves.. ee i hate 
It was ordained; that; of the forty-eight cities be- 
fore mentioned, the Levites fhould yield thirteen of 
them to the priefts, and the tenth parc of the fifths; 
befides the firtt truits of all the products of the earth, 
as an.offering to God. The firftlirig of all four-. 
footed beafts allawed for facrifice: if a male, it was 
to be delivered to-the priefts to facrifice, to be after- 
wards eaten in the city with their family. For thofe 
which, by the law, were forbidden to be eat, the 
owner was to: prefent a fhekel-and a half, inftead_ of 
a firftling; and for the firft-born of a man, five fhe. 
kels. There.was a duty alfo impofed iupon. wool and 
corn, the one from.fheep-fhearing, the other from 
baking of bread. a : apie ts Soha Pa 
When thofe who are called Nazareens, and ‘are 
bound, by a vow; neither to cut their hair, oF to 
drink wine, have aééomplifhed theit vow, ‘and pre- 
fent themfelves to have their hair confecrated, what- 
ever they offer in: facrifice belong. to'‘the priefts. 
Thofe that call thémfelves covbaz, that is, by inter- 
pretation, a gift, when they defire to be difcharged 
of their obligation and voluntary vow, they. pay a 
duty to the prieft of ‘fifty’ fhekels “fora man, ‘and 
thirty for a woman; ‘and’ thofe: who have not the 
means, muft refer themfelves to the difcretion of the 
prieft. ‘Thofe who kill a beait for private ufe,’ and 
not for facrifice, were to allow the prieft the ‘breaft 
and the right fhoulder. ‘Ehis is the allotment by 
Mofes to the priefts, befides the fin-offering, as men- 
tioned in the forégoing book.: It was likewife_ or-. 
dained, that the wives, children, and fervants of the 
priefts, fhould_have.a fhare in all contributions, 'ex- 
cept the fin-offering, of which only thofe'priefts who 
officiate were to partake, and that in rhe tabernacle 
in the very fame day. et a 
- Affairs being thus fettled, and the’ miutiny ‘ap- 
ealed, Motes removed the camp_to the borders of 
Moferde-  Idumaea, having difpatched ambaffadors to the king 
deieva to grant his troops a tree paffage through his coyn- 
piagethro’ try, On condition of peaceable behaviour, and pay- 
lismza, ing for whatever provifion they might require. But 
the king refuled to comply with the requifition, and: 
drew upan army to oppote him, if he fhould offer to 
force his way. Motes fought Divine’counfel ; and 
being prohibited from making the firft attack, took 
his way chrough the defere. , : 7 
Thedeath | At this time died Mariam (a), the fitter of Mofes, 
oe eee the fortieth year after their deparcure.out of Egypt, 
Mage aad in the beginning of the‘month Xanthicus. _ She 
was magnificently interred, -at the peeue charge, on 
a mountain called Sin; and, after thirty days mourn- 
ing, Mofes caufed the people to be purified, in this 
manner: The high prieft took a young red heifer, 
without blemifh, into a very clean place, a little way 
from the camp, where he killed it, dipped his finger 
teven times in the blood, and therewith fprinkled the 
tabernacle. He then put the whole heifer into the 
fire, fkin, entrails, and all, cafting in-a {tick of cedar, 
a little hyffop, and fcarlet wool. ‘A young man, of 
unfpotted chalticy, gathered up the afhes, and put 
them in aclean place. “Thofe who ftood in need of 
purification, either from having touched a dead body, 
or affifted ac_a funeral, had only to caft fome of thofe 
afhes into fpring water, dip a branch of hyffop in 
it, and {prinkle themifelves with it on the third and. 
. the feventh days. Mofes ordained, that this cere- 
mony of purification fhould_ be ufed_ when the He- 
ee fhould be put in poffeffion of the promifed 
and. 
Mofes _ Thefe forms having been obferved for the death of 
marches his filter, Mofes led them through the defert into 
een bs Arabia, and arrived at the metropolis formerly called 
Aree, now Petrea, where there was a very high moun- 


Of the Na- 


garcens. 


The fedi- 
tioncrufhed, 


Form of 
Purification 


Arabia, 
tain. Aaron being foretold by his brother that his 
diffolution apprencheds afcended this mountain, di- 
vetted himfelt of his prieftly robes, which, he deli- 
ae of vered to his fon Eleazar ‘as his fucceffor in office, 


and gave up the ghoft there, in the fight of the whole 





(a) Mariam was the eldeft of the three, and was near an 
hunared and thisty years old. Eufebius affures us, that, in his 
time, her tomb was found at Kadefh, a fmall diftance from Pe- 
trea, the capital of Arabia. Scverai of zhe ancients are of opi- 
Dion, that fhe died a virgin, and that fhe was the legiflarrix and 


’ their kin : i 
‘mous bulk and ftature, as appeared from the dimen- 
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multitude; in the 123d year of- his age, anid in the firft 
moon of the month of Auguft, called, by the Athe- 
nians, Hacatombzeon; by the Macedonians, Lous, 
by the Hebrews, Sabba; and by the Romans, Au- 
guftus. His fitter alfo departed this lite in the fame 
year. S 
CHAP. VY. - 


~ 


' Mofes obtains a congueft over the kings Schon and Og, 


and diftributes their poffefions, by lot, to two tribes 
and a balf of the Hebrews. : : 


A FIER the funeral (4) obfequies for-his brotlict Numb. xxis 


were paft (which continued thirty days) Motes 


| decamped, and pitched his tents near the river Arnon, 


that fprings.from the mounfains of Arabia, and run- 
ning through the defert, empties itielf into the lake . 


« Afphalritis, dividing the country of the Moabites 
from that of the Amorirtes... This country is very 
) fruitful. : 


: Motes fent--2: very refpeétful meffage’ to ‘Sehon, Mifes fends 


an embafly 


|; king of the-Amorites; requefting permiffion to pafs 
iy + ery ee ° . 5 * to Schon, 
: through his territories, with affurance that the inlia- xing of he 


bitants fhould not be moleflted; and thar all expences amorites. 


{ incurred fhould be duly difcharged. Sehon refufed 
1° him, and. marched his forcés to the banks of the 


river, to oppofe the patiage of the Hebrews: 
When Mofes found tlie Amofrites difpofed to hotti- 


licy,-and confidered that the Hebrews, through idle- 
{' nefs and want, might again relapfe into their former 
’ feditious. {pirit, he fought the Divine will whether 


he fhould force his paflageé by the fword. ©. 
Having not only obtained permiffion,: but afTu- 
rance of victory, he animated the.army co fuch a de- 


| gree, that, without hefitation, they marched up, and 


charged the enemy with the ucmoft refofution. Se- 

hon, and his ‘troops, notwithftanding tKeir former 
defiance of the Hebrews, were now {truck with con- ‘ 
fternation. Their only hope was in flight, and the {h¢ He 
fecurity of their fortified places: but this was vaing tack and de~ 
for, at the firft onfet, they. were routed, fled in the fea the 
greateftconfufion before the Hebrews, who, being *™°** 


: alert, and light armed, as well as expert in the ule 
| of their flings and darts, ‘reached_thofe they could 


not otherwile overtake, and cutoff vaft numbers at 


| -the river, where they {topped to quench their. thirft, 


and amongit the refit Schon, their king. The victory, | 
in fine, was decifive. ‘Che Hebrews obtained a pro- Schon their 
digious booty, as well as abundance of corn, as the *i"® #i- 
harveft was not yet gathered in. Indeed they ranfack- 
ed the country without controul, as they met with no 
refiftance, and had only to enjoy the fruits of their 
conqueft. 
Thus were the Amorites deftroyed, being defti- 
tute both of conduét and courage, either to prevent 
or oppofe the fatal attack., The Hebrews, of courfe; The He- 
became matters of their country, which is a kind of brews pof 4 
peninfula betwixt three rivers; Arnon on the fouth, of the 
Jaboc (that falls into the Jordan) on the north, and amorites, 
the Jordan itfelf on the weft. é 
In their profperous fituation the Hebrews had yet 
another enemy toencounter. This was Og, king of 
Galadene, and of Gaulonitis, who was marching to 
the relief of Sehon, his ally. hough informed, on 
his way, of the attack and total defeat, he determined 
to‘put the matter to the iffue of another effort; but 
he was fatally difappointed, for he fell himfelf; and og and bis 
his army was totally cut off. army cutoffs 
Mofes, after this victory, paffed the river Jaboc, 
and, entering Og’s dominions, laid all wafte before 
him. The inhabitants were opulent and powerful : 
was brave and refolute, as well as of enor- 


fions of his bed, found in his palace at Rabatha, The 
frame was of iron; was four cubits in breadth, and 
nine in length. This fuccefs was not only arrencled 
with prefent advantages to the Hebrews, but laid the 





governefs of the Hebrew women, as Mofes was the legiflatot of 
the men. 

(6) Aaron was buried on the {pot where he died, it being the 
ancient cuftom to bury perfons of eminence in high places. See 
Jofhua xxiv. 30. judgesii. 9. Be : 
foundation 





1 
‘ 





S52 
foundation of future conquefts; for they: poffeffed 
themfelves of fixty fortified:places, that were- under 
his government, as well as acquired immenfe booty. 


kote 3 


aay oe CHAP. Vi 


Wear between the Hebrews aid Midianites. Tranfactions 
between Balaak, hing of the Moabites, and Balaam, a 
prophet. The Hebrews. fall into idolatry. Fate of 
Zimri and Cofbi. . 


at 


MOSES: after thefe repeated fuccefies, removed 
L his camp to a fpacious plain near Jericho, .an 
opulent city, abounding with palm-trees and balm. 
The people being now elated with conqueit, and dif- 

pofed to gratify their martial propenfity, their leader, 
the He. after facrificing and feafting, detached a party to lay 
brews pro- wafte thé country of the Midianites. ‘This war orl- 
seed to hof- inated: from the following caufes. 


tilities a- 


gaint thes Balaak, king of the Moabites, an ancient ally of 
Numb, xxi, the Midianites, from the increafing power of the 
23, 4c. Edebrews, began to entertain apprehenfions for the. 
fecurity of his territories; not knowing that they 
were prohibited by the Divine injunction, from at- 
tempting the (a) conqueft of any country, but that 
of Canaan. Not deeming it by any means prudent. 
to make a war upon a people flufhed with victory, 
Bolaals cone but yet defirous of ftopping their progrefs, he fent 


Milianes ambaffadors to the Midianites, to confult'with them 
en their fe- on the means of their commoniecurity. The Midi- 


curity ae anites difpatched Balaak’s ambaffadors, with fome 
grinft the Jeading men of their own, to one Balaam beyond the 

Euphrates, a fimous prophet, and attached to them, 
Requefts | requefting him to.come over.to them :and .curfe the’ 
curfe the. Ifraelites. ‘The prophet entertained the ambaffadors 
Hebrews. hofpitably, and fought the Divine will as ro the an- 


{wer he fhould givethem. Being forbidden'to com- 
Ralaam is ply with cheir re ueft, he: told them that, though he: 
sosbignen fad been difpofed to gratify them, he was ftrictly en- 
joined to the contrary by that adorable Being to 
‘whom he owed the gift of prophecy ; and added, that 
the people they defired him to curfe were highly fa- 
voured of God. He therefore advifed them to make 
peace with the Hebrews upon any conditions, and 
thus difmiffed the ambaffadors. But the Midianites, 
Balaamyim- urged by the importunity of Balaak, fent back the 


ee fame ambaffadors upon the fame errand, when 
gesswith  Balaam again confulted the Divine will, and anfwer 
the ambaf- was given, ** That he might go with the ambaffa- 
indore: dors.”? Not conceiving that the tone in which the 

anfwer was uttered implied difapprobation, although 

it was in the affirmative, he accordingly went with 
Heisree them. As he proceeded on his way, an angel met 


coke a" him in a narrow place betwixt two walls. 


The afs 
on which he rode, at the fight of the vifion, ftopped, 
and, upon his ftriking and preffing her to go forward, 
crufhed him againft che-wall, nor could he by any 
means ftimulate her to proceed. While the angel 
kept his ftation, and the prophet continued torment- 
Reproved by ing the beaft, it pleafed the Almighty to open her. 
his own mouth in a complaint of the injuftice and cruelty of 
ee her mafter in ftimulating her to get forward, when. 
the angel of the Lord ftood in the paffage to oppofe 
his progrefs. As he ftood amazed at the prodigy, the 
Rebuked by angel rebuked him for his conduét, telling him the 
the angel. beaft was nor in fault, but that he deferved chattife- 
ment, for prefuming to take a journey contrary to 
the declared will of God. 


Balaam would have returned; but he was com. 
manded by God, through means of the angel, to 
proceed, charging him to utter only that with which 

¢ fhould be inipired. 


He gees to _ After this charge he went to Balaak, who enter- 

Ralaak, who tained him with refpeét. The prophet defired the 

tees Hie tg king that he might be conduéted to fome high moun- 
he i) ¢ + 

vaeuntan » cin to furvey the Hebrew camp. Balaak, therefore, 

to furvey the 

armies, 





(a) What Jofephus remarks here is worthy of obfervation, 
viz. that the Hebrews were never to meddle with the Moabites, 
or any other people, buc thofe belonging to the land of Ca- 
naan, and the countries of Schon and Og beyond Jordan, and 
as far as the defert and Euphrates; and that therefore no other 
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|. daring to oppofe you. For’ .thefe e 
ti * tokens of favour you are to adore the providence 
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accompanied the prophet, royally. attended, to thé 
top of the mountain, which was aboutfixty furlongs: 
diitant from the camp. The prophet, having made 


- his obfervations, direéted feven altars to. be raifed; 


and feven bulls, and as many rams, to be prepared 
for-facrifices. “This being done,’ in order. to forma - 


. judgment upon the point in queition, Balaam, -hav- 


ing, digefted his obfervations, with his face: towards 


i 


| che Hebrews, fpoke to the following purport: «© -: 


ut Happy _people ! Providence: your guide,‘your Prophecy of 


' *,fupport,, you shall enjoy abundance. of .all “good Balsam. 
+ §© things, acquire a: reputation:above all men for Num. xiv. 
| &:your exemplary virtues, and your fame fhall ex 


‘*.cel that of your progenitors, as thé Almighty will 
S© take you under his immediate protection; and ren 


| “© der you, of all nations under the fun, peculiarly - 
: i, blefied. (ou fhall pc 
| eens and your ‘pofterity 


You fhall poffefs.the rich Jand promifed 
ity fhall hold it-tor ever. 
‘our fame ‘fhall bé extended throughout the uni- 


| “verfe, atid, your iffue fo multiplied as to be -dif- 
| * fufed throughout every part of the earth. Won- 
<* derful body, thus compoféd of,the defcendants of 


‘one fingle man! The land. of Canaan muft, at 
* prefent, fuffice you, though not:adequare to your 
°° number or dignity, but hereafter you fhall have 
“¢ the whole world for your Habitation; fo that/both 
“© on the iflands, and the continent, your progeny 
“© fhall equal thé ftars in the frmament. Though 


. * fo numerous, you fhall lack nothing, but enjoy 
i pany in peace, conqueit: in war, and ‘you fhall 


‘hold your enemies in fubjection,.. May our ad- 
“' Verfaries, therefore, be yours:. for deftruction thall 
*'artend thofe. who rife againft you, and their pofte- 
“"Fity fhall, rue ‘the’ conduét of their fathers, in 

; For .thefe extraordinary. 


‘* of God, who can exalt -or dejeét, according to his 


| “* fovereign will.”? 


Thefe words Balaam delivered as dictated by the gy. risgis 


|. {pirit of prophecy, at which Balaak, being muchiin- highly of 


cénfed, exclaimed, that he had violated his promife, fended x : 


. having, with a. view of great rewards, been brought ** Prt 


there to curfe.the Hebrews, and when it came to. 


, crifis, pronounced a bleffing inftead of a curfe.: . In 


vindication of himfelf, the prophet thus rephied:,, .., 


. “a, * ‘ . * * Ge 
“ Can the king imagine that, when prophets ‘are pata att 
called upon to fpeak, concerning, future. events, dlcateshin- 
they can’‘difeover_or conceal what :they., lift? felf to Bi’ 
-They are.only. paffive inftruments to convey the **" 
Divine decrees. ‘They {peak without knowledge 
or thought. I am conicious that { came hither, at 
the earneft folicitation both of yourlelf andthe ¢ 
Midianites, with a defire of. giving you fatisfac« 
tion. But can I counteraét the power and will of 
God? Nay, I was difpofed to do that, which I 
afterwards tound:I dared not prefume todo. When 
once under the direction of the Superior Power, 
we are no longer under ourown guidance. I ena 
.tertained not a thought of uttering a word in fa: 
vour of the Hebrews, or the bleffing referved for 
them; but as itis. the will of God to render them 
a great and happy people,. I have been-compelled 
to fpeak, what you have heard, inftead of what I 
had previoufly determined to fay upon the-fubject: 
However, fully to comply with your defired and 
that of the Midianites, let us erect other altarsy g.saam pro 
and provide new facrifices, and once more make paiestoco 
trial if ic be the Divine will that I curfe thele sult Sols 
people.” fecond aime 


no 
on 


Balaak highly approved of. the propofal,. and the -° 
facrifices were accordingly repeated ;. but the prophet 
could not obtain .permiffion to curfe the Hebrews: 
On the contrary, lie fell on his face, and foretold the 
fate of thofe kingdoms .and cities which fhould op: 
pofe them, of which fome are. not yet extant, whilft 
others, to our knowledge, have. Aualied the: pre-~ pis piedie 
diction, both on the continent and in iflands; from tion veii# 

x > ++ = in parte 





people had reafon to fear their conquefts; but that thofe coun~ 
tries given them by God, were their proper and peculiar pra 
tion among the nations; and all who endeavoured to difpoilefs 
them, fhoudd ever be juitly dettroyed by'them, ‘ vs 


whence 


Boox I¥. 


& Gain their 


whence we infer, upon good ground, that the re- 
mainder wil,] in due time, take effect. 

Balaak being highly difpleafed with this difap- 
pointment of his hope and expectation, difmiffed 
the prophet abruptly, but as he approached, the 
Euphrates, on reflection, he defiréd to fpeak with 
the king and princes of the Midianites, whom he 
thus addreffed 


* To convince you, O'king, and ye princes, of my 
* difpofition to gratify you, though, in fome degree, 
* contrary to the will-of God, I_ have devifed an 
“* expedient that, perhaps, may anfwer the purpofe.: 
“¢ Imagine not that war, peftilence, or famine, can 
“ effeét the extinction of the Hebrews, as, by the 
“¢ fuperintending care of Providence, they will ever 
“ be free from the deftructive confequences. Some. 
“ remporary afflictions they ey undergo; but thefe, 
“in the event, will turn to their advantage. But 
‘cif the gaining fome prefent trivial afcendancy 
® over them wit afford you pleafure, attend to my 
“counsel. Send to their camp a number of the moitt 
“beautiful virgins you can feleét, decorated with 
*¢ a)] the ornaments.of nature and of art, to capti- 
* vate and allure. When their young men_ become 
“ enamoured, let them threaten to depart inmmedi- 
“ately, unleis they will renounce the laws of their 
“¢ country, and the honour of God who preferved. 
“them, and adore the gods of the Midianites.and 
* the Moabites. This (faid he) will draw upon. 
* their heads the Divine vengéance (2).” : 


The Midianites, approving the counfel of Balaam, 
fent the virgins to the Hebrew camp; and the young: 
men, falling into converfation with them, foon be- 
came enamoured. The virgins, according to inftruc- 
tions given them before their departure, affected a. 
defire immediately to depart; but by folicitations of. 


the young men, and affurances of abfolute devotion. | | Cou ‘ u 
i } examples of moderation in adefert; and iquandering. 


to their will and pleafure, they were prevailed on to 
ftay; and one of them, in the name of the reft, fpoke 
to the following purport: / 


‘© Tlluftrious and valiant young men, we came not 
“ hither throughwant of fortune, credit, the love 
“© of our parents, or-the refpect of our kindred, much 
“© lefs for the proftitution of our perfons: we are 
*S influenced only by motives of hofpitality and. 
“© courtefy, which, as-ftrangers, we with to fhew you. 
*© As you profefs fo ardent an affection for us, and 
“© feem troubled at our departure, we are defirous of 
* conciliating your efteem, which can only be done 
<* by terms of conjugal alliance; but you muft per- 
‘© mic us to exprefs an apprehenfion of being fent 
‘© back with fcandal and reproach to our parents, 
* fhould your importunity overcome our refolves.” 


Finding thé fuitors compliant in every particular, 
fhe then proceeded: =, 


“* Since we are thus far agreed, it will be neceffary 
‘to remind you of fome cuftoms peculiar to you, 
‘* refpecting certain meats and drinks, and:‘to affure 
S* you, that if we intermarry, they mutt be difpenfed 
“with. You muft worfhip our gods (4), as the moft 
*“ convincing proof of your affection for us. You 
‘© can incur no blame by conforming to the religion 
**of the country from whence we are come, and 
“* adoring our gods in common with nations in ge- 
““neral; whereas your God is folely the object of 
** your peoples confideration.” 


This was the alternative propofed to their confi- 
deration. 





(a2) This great maxim, that God’s people could never be 
hurt, or deftroyed, bur by drawing them to fin againft God, 
appears confirmed by the entire hiftory of that people, both in 
ieee and in Jofephus, and is often taken notice of in them 

oth. 

_ 6) What Jofephus here puts into the mouths of the Midiani- 
tifh women, who came to entice the Hebrews to lewdnefs and 
idolatry, viz, that their worfhip of the one God, in oppofition 
totheir pay of gods, implied their living according to the 

oO. $. 
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| proof would rende# them more incorrigi 





THE JEWS. 


The Hebrews, blinded and_ infatuated bp their 
paffions, contented to the requifition of the females, 
luffering themfelves to be feduced to the renouncing 
of the religion of their forefathers, tranigreffing the 
moft facred ordinances, and lapfing into the idolatry 
of the country. They admitted a plurality of gods, 
ufed meats in common, and, to gratify the women, 
trample done very Jaw which they before held folemn, 
obligatory, and binding. This licentious and diffo- 
Jute turn prevailed throughout the younger part of 
the army, and occafioned a more dangerous mutiny 
than any former, {fo faras to the total fubverfion of 
regularity and good order, and the introduction of 
whatever was impious and prophane; for when the 
religion and morals of youth are once perverted, they 
make a rapid progrefs in the paths of vice and 1mmo- 
rality. Indeed, high and low, great and fmall, be- 
came generally apoitates. 


While this infatuation prevailed, Zimri, an He- 
brew, one of the chiefs of the tribe of Simeon, mar- 
ricd Cofbi, a Midianite, the daughter of Zur, a man 
ot rank and eminence in that country. This He- 
brew, at the inftance of his wite, openly practifed 
the. moit palpable idolatry, ii flagrant violation of 
the rites, ceremonies, and conftitution of the religion 
and laws of his foretathers, During this difordered 
{tate of affairs, Mofes, leit fome fatal confequences 
fhould eniue, fummoned the people, and remonttrated 
with them how unworthy ic was of the character 
which they and their anceitors had fuftained tor their, 
piety and virtue, to prefer the gratification of -ig-. 
noble paffions to the veneration of their God, and, 
the obiervance of his facred commandments., He 
pointed out theneceffity of timely repentance, and 
ihewed the merit of their character as men, and par- 
ticularly as Hebrews, not by conremning the Divine 
laws, but fubduing their immoderate paffions. He 


|. ao reprefented the inconfiftency of their behaviour, 
. in thus,,abandoning themielves to luxury and diffi- 


pation,'in a plentitul country, after having feen Juch 


in. profufion that which they had acquired by much 


|' toil, and in the time of diftrefs. 


He then endeavoured to-bring the infatuated youth 


| to‘afenie of fhame, and an attention tothe dictates of 
reafon and conicience; but, in what he faid, he re- 


flected on no individual, judging, that personal re- 
le, and that 
his main object was not toexpofe, but reclaim them. 


| Thefeoblique hints, however, gaveoccafion to Zimri 
' to rife, and thus {peak in vindication of himfelf: 


** Mofes, you are at liberty to.contend for the ufe 
and obfervance of your own laws, which-have ob- ! 
tained a fanétion and authority’ by long cuftom 
‘alone, or you would have been brought to merited 
“* difgrace and punifhment, and found, to your coft, 
°© that che Hebrews were'not to be deluded by your 
arts. I will never fubject myfelf to your tyran- 
nical decrees; affured that, under a pretext or 
regard toreligion and Jaw, you feek to enflave ts, 
and eftablifh a fupreme authority over us, by de- 
nying us thofe liberties to which all free-born men 
“¢ have an undoubted right. Was there a more 
grievous oppreffion, during the whole courfe of 
an Egyptian bondage, than the power you ufurp- 
ed ot punifhing every man by laws of your own 
formation ? You particularly Heferve punifhment 
‘for abrogating and annulling thofe cuftoms, laws, 
“* and privileges, which are authorifed and’ efta- 
blifhed by the common confent of nations, and 
°° prefering the fuggeftions of your fancy, to rules 
fo generally. followed, and rationally founded. 
°° Confcious that I have done nothing wrong, I now 
°° frankly declare, in this aflembly, that I have 


eles 
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holy laws which the true God hid given them by Mofes, in 
oppofition to thofe impure laws which were obferved unde: their 
falfe gods, well deferves our confideration, and gives usa fub- 
ftantial reafon for the great concern that was ever fhewed under 
the law of Mofes, to preferve the Hebrews from idolatry, and 
in the worfhip of the trae God : it being of no lefs confequence 


.than, whether God's people fhould be governed by the holy 


laws ‘of the true.God, or by the impure laws derived from 
demons under the pagan idolatry. ‘ 
: a tied Oo *© married 


erie ee ae 


54 . 
“© married a ftrange woman. This I confefs with an 
“© honeit_ boldnets, and would do the fame.in the 
“* face of the world. I alfo worfhip the gods whom 
* thou hait forbidden to. be worfhipped, as I do 
* nothold myfeli bound to fubmit to your arbitrary 
“© fway, either in matters of law or religion, but 
** mult afferc the liberty of inveftigating the truth 
“© for mylelr, and directing my own perfonal con- 

* cerns.? 


Zimri, in this fpeech, delivered the general fenti- 
ments of the whole taction, while the multitude 
filently waited the iffue of his prefumptuous conduct; 
for they apprehended much confufion would enfue. 

» As Moles was not difpoted to contend any longer, leit 
he mightrenider a feditious man more outrageous, and 
jeit others, incited by hisexample, fhould rile, and, by 
that means, the tumulc become univerial, he there- 
fore, upon this confideration, diffolved the affembly ; 
though the clamour mott probably would have been 
productive of more mifchievous effects, had not 
Zimri, the chief abettor of it, been fuddenly cut off 
in the rollowing manner. ; 


Zimri de~ 
livers the 
fenfe of 
the faction. 


Mofes dif. 
charges the 
atfembly. 


His contumacy, and flagrantly infolent behaviour 
to Mofes, raifed the refentment of one Phineas to the 
higheft degree. He was a youth eminent for the dig- 
nity of his family, his fingular prowefs, and his per- 
fonal virtues. Eleazar, the high prieft, being his fa- 
ther, he was nearly allied to the great law-giver. 
Senfible that to fuffer fach indignity to pafs with im- 
punity, would bring both the religion and laws of 
the Hebrews into contempt, he determined to make 
an example of the ringleader of the faction, as his 
exalted rank would caufe that example to have a 
Greater influence on the minds of the people. His 
refolution being equal to his zeal, he repaired, with- 
out delay, to thetentof Zimri, and, at onettroke, flew 
Phineas Oth him and Cofbi, his wife. This refolute act ex- 
fays Zim Cited an emulation amongit thofe of his cotempo- 
and Coi  raries, who ttitl ‘maintained a regard for the honour 


‘The zeal of 
Phineas, 


iether of their country, to avenge themielves on thofe who 
nee : : + 7 tD 

had done it violation; infomuch, that they fell moft 
The whole furtoufly upon the faction, and pac great numbers of 
faction de- them to the fword. Thofe who.efcaped the venge- 
feoyed 8 ance of the fword, were cut off by a peftilence that 


fword and Sollowed foon atter, and fwept away not only rhofe 
the plague. who took an active part in the fedition, but alfo their 
kindred, and thofe who, by their authority and in- 
fluence, might have reftrained, if not prevented, ir. 
There perifhed by this peftilence fourteen thoufand 


of the Hebrews. 
Mots cats Mofes, incenfedagainft the Midianites for their foul 
gainttthe practices, fent out a powerful army to exterminate 


Midianites. their nation. We fhall fhortly treat of that expe- 

Num. xxi dirion 5 deeming it neceffary, on this occafion, firit to 
advert to the wifdom and candour of our great law- 
giver. Though Balaam, invited and allured, by pre- 
fents from the Midianites, to curfethe Hebrews, when 
he found, from the Divine prohibition, that he could 
not effect their purpofe, fuggefted fuch an expedient 
to them, as tended to the ruin of the Hebrews, in mif- 
leading and corrupting them in their religion and 
laws, yet Mofes did him great honour in inferting 
his prophecies in his writings. He had it in his 
power to affume the credit himielf, as there could be 
no witnefs againft him, but_he was too noble and 
ingenuous to be guilty of a fallacy, or deviate from 
that principle of rectitude which fo eminently adorn- 
ed his character. 


CHAP. VU. 


Conquest of the Hebrews over the Midianites. Mofes 


appoints Sofbua his Jele: Law refpetting the 
altenation or transferring hereditary right. 


OSES, as before obferved, fent an army of 
twelve thouland men again{ft the Midianites, 
chufing out of every tribe one thoufand, and ap- 
pointed Phineas to the command, as a reward of his 
extraordinary merit, in afferting their religion and 
laws, and avenging the common caufe on Zimri, the 
leader ofa feditious faction. The Midianites, on re- 
ceiving intelligence of the approach of the enemy, 
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collected their forces, lined the feveral paffes through 

which they might break in upon them, and put 
themfelves in as good a pofture of defence as the .,, 
time would permit. But no fooner did Phineas charge rise me 
them at the head of the Fiebrews, than they were to- dianitest. 
tally routed with incredible laughter. Five kings, Wiystoue, 
viz. Ochus, Sures, Robeas, Ures, and Recem, fell on. sings feip, 
the fpot. The capital city of Arabia, built by the lat-" 

ter, is known by his name to this day. They call ir 
Reken, and the Grecians, Petrea. Reken, or 


The Hebrews, having obtained an entire victory Petses, 


_ over their enemies, ravaged their whole country, put- “the spita 


ing all the inhabitants to the {word, the virgins ex- 4" 


cepted, in conformity to the efpecial command of 

ofes to Phineas, who returned with the army in 
fafety, and brought with him a memorable and glo- 
rious boory, confifting of fifty-two thoufand and +, He 
fixty-feven oxen, fixty thoufand affes, houfhold plate, brews ob- 
and veffels of gold and filver to an immenfe value: tin im. 
fuch were the opulence and luxury of the Midianites. penis ony 
They alfo brought with them above thirty thoufand and nex 
captive virgins. ‘fure, 


Mofes, in the divifion of the booty, allotted one Ditributen 
ittieth part to Eleazar and the priefts, another ff. °! 
tieth to the Levites, and the reft to the people, 
which enabled them co enjoy’ the fruits of their coils 


. and hazards in plenty and, peace. Our great legi- 


flator, being now advanced in years, appointed Jofhua 


- to fucceed him'in the feveral offices of a prophet, a 


leader, and a governor, according to the Divine com- 
mand; for ‘hé was moft expert In the knowledge of 
their religion and laws, having been inftructed there- 
in by Moles, his preceptor. é 


About this time the tribes of Gad and Reuben, 
with half that of Manaffes, joined in a petition to 
Mofes, for a grant of the country of the Amorites, 
as_a place lately conquered, abounding with: rich 
pafturage, and therefore commodious for their herds, 
and other cattle. Motes imputed their requeit to 
pufillanimity, and reproached them in words to this 
purport. 
“© You defire to live in cafe ahd luxury, and, by 
appropriating to yourfelves the advantages of a 
common war, deprive others of their fhare of 
what has been jointly acquired. It ftill requires 
you, together with the reft of your brethren, to 
exert yourfelves in extending your victorious arms 
beyond Jordan, in order to obtain poffeffion of the 
* Jand thar God hath promifed them.” The tribes 
etition, in order to foothe 
Mofes, thus apparently incenfed againft them, de- They er 
clared, that they neither wifhed to avoid danger culpate 
through fear, nor fhun labour through floth, but Rite 
were only defirous of leaving their booty in a place ° “°* 
of fecurity, thatthey might be the more at liberty to 
profecute the war: therefore, if Motes would aflign 
them towns for the reception of their wives, their 
children, and their property, they were ready to 
march whitherfoever they might be commanded, and _.. 
venture their lives in the common caule. Mofes, fa- Tht 
tisfied with what they advanced in their own vindi- pasted uF 
cation, in the prefence of Eleazar, the high prieft, on cea 
Jothua, and the reft of the magiftrates, granted 
them the land of the Amorites, according to re- 
queft; but on condition thar they fhould join with 
their countrymen ina Jeague, offenfive and defenfive, 
againft_ their common enemies, nor lay down their 
arms till the clofe of the war. Waving acceded to 
thefe terms, they were put in poffeffion of ftrong ci- 
ties, wheretheir wives, children, and fubftance were 
perfectly fecure. 


Mofes buile ten cities in that country, which are to 
be reckoned amongft the forty-eight heretofore men- 
tioned. He appointed three of them fanétuaries, or 
places of refuge, forthofe that fled thither in cafe of Three 
cafual homicide. The refugee was to continue in ex. t@%", 
> fs SS , é fuge best 
ile during the life of the high priett, under whofe Jordan. 
jurifdictionthe fac was committed ; but, at his death, 
permitted to return. During the time of their exile, 
it was lawful for any of the kindred of the man that 
was flain to take revenge upon the homicide, if he 
fhould be found without the walls of the city of re- 
fuge; but it was not permitted to any other. The 
names of the refuge cities were, Bozor, onthe borders 
of Arabia; Ariman, in the country of Galadene; and 
Gaulanan, in the Jand of Batanaza. Moles alfo or- 
dained, that, after the conqueft of Canaan, three more 
eities 
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“ Thefe things you have aright to expect, if you 
neither violate yourfelves, nor fuffer to be vio- 
lated yourlelves; the written laws I delivered 
‘© unto you by God’s eipecial direction; but, on 
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cities of the Levites fhould be appointed as places of 
refuge, and with the fame privileges as theformer. | 

About this time an eminent perfon of the tribe of 
Manafies, called Salophades, leaving only three 


ghcers, fome of the heads of the tribes applied the contrary, make their wifdom and equity the 
Daughters Cee ts confule him reipeéting the daughter’s e fubjects of your conitant meditation and ftudy. 
aiowed © ight of inheritance. “The decree was, that, if they se This will fecure your happineds ; and I fhall die in 
oho wy were matried within their tribe, they fhould inherit ; <f peace, if I fee it promoted by thefe means; com- 
Env their’ but if they chole to marry, into another tribe, they mending to you the obfervance of thole precepts 
fewa tibee Ould lofe their patrimony in their own. Upon this of piety and prudence, that are laid down for your 


inftruction and practice, and to an obedient com- 
pliance with the rules preferibed by your fuperiors, 


** who are appointed to fuperintend your civil con- 


accafion an ordinance was paffed, that every tribe 
fhould keep ics own inheritance, withouc alienating 


iy 





or transferring it. 
CHAP. VII. 
The policy of Mofes, and bis departure from mankind. 


S there now remained but thirty days to fulfil 
A che number of torcy years fince the Hebrews 
came out of Egypt, Mofes called a general aflembly 
at a place known by the name of Abila, near the fide 
of the river Jordan, and environed with palm-trees. 
When they were convened, he delivered to them 


a fpeech to the following effect : 


*¢ Hebrews, and col venions in a long and tedious 
* journey, with whom I have been expoled to, and 
“6 “delivered from, fo many dangers, fince itis now 
“© the will of God, in the hundred and twentieth 
“ year of a toilfome lite, to take me out of this 
“¢ world, (the courle of nacure alfo requiring it), and 
* {ince it feemeth not good in God’s fight that I 
“ fhould be any farther affiftant.to you, either 
“© by arms orcounfel, in what remains to be brought 
“¢ rg pafs beyond Jordan, | have relolved to employ 
that little fpace of lite which remains, to eftablifh 
*¢ your felicity fo far as in me lies, by ftating to you. 
“© in what it confifts, and pointing our the means of 
“ attaining it, fo that £ may be remembered by you 
“ with efteem, when you arrive at the poffeffion of 
*¢ what is promifed you. I make no doubr but I 
*¢ fhall find credit with you; and I may prefume to 
“\ add, that I deferve it too, for the indetatigable 
* conitancy of my endeavours to ferve you. Lilten, 
*° therefore, and attend to my words. 

** Ye fons of Ifrael, be fure there is but one fource 
“© of happinefs to all mankind, the fpring and.foun- 
“© cain from whence alone it can_be derived, that is, 
“* the favour of God (a); for he alone is able to 
*¢ confer bleffings on thofe who obey his command- 
“© ments, and to deprive thofe of them who trant{- 
** orefs. Attend ferioufly and conftantly to your 
“© duty to God, according to the precepts and in- 
‘© ftruétions which I have laid before you as autho- 
** rifed by his Divine commiffion, and your piety 
*© and virtue fhall attract the admiration, while your 
© profperity fhall excite the envy, of furrounding 
** nations. You fhall keep poffeffion of your prefent 
** bleffings, and obtain a plentiful ftore of all you 
“want. Take heed to be obedient to God’s will 
‘© and commandments, and you may reft affured of 
*© all good. Never prefer any other conftitution of 
‘* government to the laws now given you, nor dif- 
‘© regard the modes and ceremonies of religious wor- 
“© fhip eftablifhed amon-{t you, or change them for 
“* any other form. If you follow my advice, you 
“© fhall be vi€torious and invincible: for if God is 
** prefent with you, what power or force can oppofe 
‘© you? The rewards of virtue are great, glorious, 
‘© and certain; nay, virtue is in itfelf the greateft of 
“* rewards, from the confcious blifs with which it is 
** infeparably attended. By it all other bleffings are 
2, obtained. Praétife it, therefore, towards one ano- 
‘ ther, and you fhall be perfectly happy yourfelves, 
«, and render others fo, to the comfort of your pre- 
a fent ftate of exiftence, and your immortal honour 

in times to come. 


ee 


(a) Jofephus here, in this one fentence, difplays his fenti 
ments of Mofes’s long and ferious exhortation in the book of 
Deuteronomy. And his words are fo true, and of fuch import- 
ance, that they deferve to be had in conftant remembrance both 


cerns. Vhat God, under whofe guidance you 
have hitherto lived, to whofe goodnefs alone you 
ftand indebted for all the benefits you have _re- 
ceived by my means as an initrument, that God 
will continue his care over you, and vouchfafe 
“© you his conftant protection, fo long as’ you wor- 
“¢ fhip him in the way and manner prefcribed by his 
Divine command. You will not want excellent 
monitors in Eleazar, the high prieft, and Jofhua, 
with the fenate and principals of the tribes, who 
“© will go before you, and fuggeft the beft advice; 
by following which you will continue to be 
“© happy. Treat it with due refpect; follow their 
couniel without reluétance, always bearing in. 
‘¢ mind, that he who inftruéted to obey well, will, 


*¢ Do not imagine that liberty confiits in oppofing 
*© fuch directions as your fuperiors think it expe- 
‘© dient to give you for your practice, as you have 
formerly done, by miftaking mutiny for liberty. 
Beware of this error, and your ftate will be moré 
‘© profperous. I would to God that you may never 
difcover fuch perverfenefs and contumacy towards 
any of my fucceffors, as 'you have repeatedly done 
towards me; for you forget that I have been of- 
tener in danger of death from you than from the 
common enemy. I {peak not this to reproach you; 
‘¢ for as I fultained the injuries with caunneds and 
‘© compolure, when they were offered, 1 would uot 
bring to your remembrance a circtumtiance that 
might afflict your minds, now I am about to tke 
“© my daft tarewell. Be adviled tn your ruture con- 
duét, left you become haughty and retractory, 
when you are put in poffeffion of che land 01 Cu- 
“© naan. Confider it as your intereit, as well as 
duty, to behave with reverence towards theie who 
are fet in authority over you: for if, thro’ wealth 
and luxury, you fall into contempt ol religion, 
virtue and authority, you will torreit the savour 
of God; and when you have made him your 
enemy, you will lofe that land with infamy, which 
$ you had obtained with honour, and be icattered 
** over the face of the earth as the moit defpicable of 

mankind. Uf you fhould ever experience fuch a 
“© reverfe of {tate and condition as I have reprefent- 
ed, you will repent, and remember the laws you 
‘© have broken, when it is too late. Wherefore, to 
*¢ avoid this danger of apoftacy from the worfhip of 
“¢ the God of your fathers, fuffer not any of your 
enemies to live after you have conquered them; 
* but efteem it highly conducive to your intereft 
** to deftroy them all, left, if you permit them to 
‘© live, you become infected by their manners, and 
*¢ thereby corrupt your own inititutions. I do far- 
‘© ther exhort you to overthrow their altars, temples, 
“© groves, and, indeed, to extirminate their nations 
“‘ with fire and fword. By thefe means alone the 
‘© permanency of your happy conftitution can be 
fecured to you. But left any fhould plead igno- 
rance of their duties, I have written a body of 
laws, and a form of adminiftration, by the Di- 
vine command, to which if you implicitly con- 
“ form, you will be of all men happy.” 


‘When Mofes had thus fpoken, he delivered to them 
the laws and conftitution of government written ina 
book, upon which they melted into tears, and appcar- 
ed fenfibly affected with the lofs they fhould fuftain 





by Jews and Chriftians. ‘* Ye fons of Ifracl, remember there 
** is but one fource of happinefs to all mankind ; the {pring and 
«© fountain from whence alone it can be derived, che Favour of 
&© God,” 

of 


when he fhall attain to that dignity, govern well. ° 


Mofes de- 
Ivers aboolk 
of live. and 
preespts fur 
the povern= 
ment of the 
people. 


go 


An abftra&t 
of the laws 
themfclyes. 
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of their great leader, calling to memory the many 
dangers he had paffed through, and the anxious foli- 
citude he had ever manifefted for their prefervation. 
They defponded of ever having a governor of equal 
worth, and feared left, on his departure, they fhould 
never meet with a mediator, whg could jo effectually 
intercede with the Almighty in their behalf. They 
alfo bitterly repented of their outrages againft him 
in the defert; and fuch was their grief as to be pro- 
ductive of lamentations, which the moft confolatary 
words could notfuppreis. Mofes at length, however, 
diverted their-thoughts-from the melancholy fubject 
that had engroffed them, by exhorting them to at- 
tend to the inftruétion he had given them, and then 
diffolved the affembly. 


Before I proceed to other matters, I fhall defcribe 
thelé laws fully. and particularly, in order to demon-- 
ftrate ‘the wifdom and virtue of the compiler, and: 


their conformity to the ufages and cuftoms of our 


Rufes for 
the govern= 
ment of 
the He- 
brews in 
the land of 
Canaan. 


One holy 
city. 


One tem- 
ple and 
one altar. 


One God 
only is to 
be wor- 
fhipped. 


Blafphemy 
made death. 


The whols 
nation of 
the He- 
brews to 
worhip 
thrice a 
yearat Jeo 
rufalem, 
Deut. xvi. 


commonwealth from its firft inftitution. As every 
thing which our lawgiver wrote is extant, I-fhall not 
add By way of ornament, nor introduce any thing by 
way of variation. I have, however, taken the liberty 
of altering, the method, anddigefting the feveral kinds 


of laws into a regular fyftem , being left by -him in’ 
writing, as they were accidentally {cattered in the de-* 


livery, andas he, upon enquiry, received them from 
the Divine voice. {I thought it neceffary. to: premife 
this obfervation, to obviate any calumniating reflec- 
tions of our people, that I had not faithfully handed 


down ‘the writings and infticutions of Mofes. I° 


fhall, on the prefent occafion, “confine myfelf to the 
public laws, which appertain peculiarly. to the policy 
of our government... Thofe which Mofes left con- 
cerning our common intercourfe. with one another, 


or, with ftrangers, I have referred to a commentary, ‘|}: 


which ‘I, propoie, with the Divine affiftance, to 
write hereafter, ; mo 


‘When you have conquered the land of Canaan, 
and have leifure to enjoy the good things of it; 
when ae have afterwards determined to build ci- 
ties, if you do what is. pleafing in the fight of God, 
and keep his commandments, your happinefs will be 
complete and permanent. 


_ Let there be then one holy city of the land of Ca- 
naan, and this fituated in the moft agreeable place, 
for beauty of profpect, and fertility of foil, and let it 
be that which God fhall choofe for himfelf by pro- 
phetic.revelation. . Let there be but one temple in it, 
and one altar, and that reared of unhewn ftones out 
of the quarry, gathered at random, but fo:put toge- 
ther, by the fkillof theartificer, as to render the work: 
agreeable to the ight. Let not the.afcent be by fteps, 
but by a gradual rifing (4) of the ground, for the 
decency of the approach. But in the other city, Jer 
their be neither temple nor altar; for the. Hebrew 
nation is but one, and worfhip but one God. 


Whoever fhall blafpheme the holy name of God, 
let him be {toned to death, his body expofed_on a 
gibbet for a day, and then buried in an ignominious 
manner. 


Let all the Hebrews, from their feveral quarters, 
repair to the holy ciry and temple thrice every year, 
to join in their adoration of the Supreme Being, offer 
up thank{givings for benefits'received, and implore 
future aid and protection; and let them, by thismeans, 
maintain a friendly correfpondence with one ano- 
ther; for it is expedient that fuch intercourfe fhould 
be held by people who are defcended from the fame 
Stock, and governed by the fame laws, and profeffedly 
of the fame religion. If they do not hold this 
friendly intercourfe, they will live as {trangers toeach 
other, and be deprived of the comforts and adyan- 
tages of communication. 


Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth 





_ Ca) The reafon why this afcent was to be on a declivity, and * 
mot by fteps,is obvious ; for before tht invention of ftairs, fuch+ 
as are now ufed, decency could not otherwife be provided for in 
the loofe garments which the pricits wore as the law required. 

I 
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(befides that allotted to the. priefts and Levites)-A tecona 
arifing from the fale in the market, but to be ap- peath e 
propriated to the particular charge of the facrifices 7?" 
and feftivals in the holy city; for it is but rea. 
fonable to dedicate the fruits of the earth to the ho- 

nour and fervice of that liberal benefactor from 
whoi we derive their poffeffion. 












You are not to offer facrifices out of thehire (h) of Not to of 
an harlot; for the Deity cannot be pleafed with any se nhc 
thing that is wicked, of which nothing can be more “"*"* 
fo than proftitution; nor can any thing be accep- 
table toa pureand fpotlefs Being, that appertains to, 
or is procured by, that which is indecent and un- 
clean. 


Let no man blafpheme the gods of other nations, The soe B 
or rifle their temples, or take any thing out of them othern. & 
that is dedicated to religious ufes. ... on B 
aheried: . 


Let no Hebrew wear a garment of wool and linen, Prietsouy F 
as it belongeth only to the pricfts. ~ : milan B 
es . 7 “ment, x 
When the multitude are affembled together every Deut. ui, § 
‘feventh year, in the holy city, to celebrate the fertivs Theis B 
| of the tabernacles, let the high prieft afcend a raifed prietto ff 
; pulpit, where he may be heard. by. the whole con. ‘atthe & 
| gregation, read the whole law.to all the people with. li, 
out exception, men, women, and children, nay, the: of tabens § 
very flaves to be admitted .to.che hearing. For when “ls 
. the laws are imprinted in the mind, and. thus_pre- 
| ferved in the memory, they not only facilitate obedi- 
; ence, but obviate every pretended plea of ignorance. 
The Jaws will alfo have more weight on the con 
{ciences of offenders, when they are informed before- 
' hand of the penalty annexed to the breaking of them. 
What men receive by the ear is communicated to thé 
| mind ; fo that being convinced of the wifdom and 
excellent tendency of the laws, they ftand felf con- 
. demned on their violation. 


Let your children, in particular, be earlyinftruéted cuitdean 
in thefe laws, as the beft thing they can be taught, as be eatyia f 
, foon as they are capable of difcipline, and moft con- Si) 
| ducive to their prefent and future happinefs. Where- peut si. 
fore, twice a day, morning and evening, they are’ 
to be reminded ot God’s mercies in general, and his 
deliverance of their father’s from Egyptian bondage 
in particular; it being equally reafonable to acknow- 
ieee former bleffings, as to implore the beftowal of 
uture, : 


The principal of God’s bleffings are to be in- Memorit 
{cribed upon your doors, and the remembrance of of G0 
them is to. be fhewn upon your arms and heads. Thefe Beni 
are to ferve as memorials of the power of God; and 


his providential care and protection of his people. 


Let there be chofenin every city feven magiftrates, Fou! 
duch as have been moftexemplary in the practice of ae 
virtue and righteoufnefs. Let each of thefe magi- ” 
ftrates have two affiftants of the tribe of Levi. Let 
thofe, who are thus chofen in every city, be held in 
great honour; fo that no man, in their prefence, may 
prefume to utter irreverent or contumelious words; 
tor the practice of awe and refpect towards thofe 
fet over us in high office by God’s appointment, 
leads to the love of piety and'virrue, and due ve- 
neration for the facred Majefty of God himfelf. 
There muft be no appeal from the fentence of the 
judge, whole decree muft be held inviolable, unlefs 
it can be rendered apparent that they have taken 
bribes to the perverfion of juftice, or any other 
accufation can be alledged againft them, whereb 
it may be proved that they have paffed an unjuf 
fentence, They muft alfo’judge and give fentence 
without regard to power, intereft, or affection ; and 
always preter juftice to every other confideration. - 
Itis a reproach to the Divine Power and Good-: 
nefs, to. fear human authority before God himfelf. 
Juftice is the power of God. He, therefore, who-gra- 
tifies the moft dignified charaéter to its perverfion, 





(6) The hire of public harlots was given to Venus in Syria, 
as Lucian informs us; and againit fome fuch vile praétice of 
" the old idolatars this law feems to have been made. 


arrogantly 


Book IV. 


ogantl refimes to ufurp that power himfelf, and 
eas the Lord and Ruler of the Univerfe with ma- 


nifeft contempt. If thefe judges cannot determine ' 


on the point in queftion, being either mifinformed, 
as to the particulars, or incompetent, as to the know- 
ledge, (which fometimes Dappens) at the caufe un- 
determined befent up to the holy city, and there let 
the high prieft, the prophet, and the fenate, finally 
decide the controverly. 


Irwoormore The teftimony of a fingle witnefs fhall not be 

Feitnelles. eceived, butof three, or at leaft of two, and thofe 

eut. 1 whofe teftimony is confirmed by their probity and 
unfpotted reputation. 


woman's Lhe teftimony of a woman cannot be admitted, on 
ctimony account of the levity and temerity of the fe.:. 

jot to be 
Ke fave or Nor is it lawful for a bondman to be admitted as a 
endman t© witnefs, by reafon of his degenerate and ignoble 
he admicted * 7. 8 be fi yr éted ] ick d 
Eutence, mind; for it is to be fufpected that, either awe 

by fear, or allured by gain, he will not depofe the 


truth. 


unihment _.1f any witnefs fhould be convicted of perjury, let 
rafale him be iubjeét ro the fame penalty which he, againft 
. whom he bore falfe teftimony, was to have fuffered. 


weons If homicide be committed in &ny place, and the 
ming ho- offender cannot be found out, and it appears, more- 
Bantaugh. Over, that the man was not flain out of malice pre- 
r  penfe, let diligent enquiry be made after the man 
But. xxi- and rewards propofed tor difcovering him. If 
after all this earch and diligence, no information 
can be procured, let the magiftracy of the cities 
contiguous to the fpot in which the fact was com- 
mitted, affemble together, and meafure the diftance 
from the place where the dead body lies. Then let 
the inhabitants of the neareft city thereunto pur- 
chafe and heifer, and bring it to a valley, as to a 
place where there is no land ploughed, or trees 
lanted, and let them cut the finews of the neck of the 
eifer, Chen the priefts and Levites, and fenate of 
that city; fhall take water, and wafh their hands 
over the head of the heifer, and they fhall publicly 
declare, that their hands are innocent of this murder, 
and that they have neither done it themfelves, nor 
been aiding or affifting to any that did it. The ce- 
remony to be finifhed with offering up prayers to 
Almighty God to preferve that place and people 
trom the guilt of blood for the time to come. 







Bghocracy Ariftocracy appears to be the beft form of govern- 
Got co. Ment, becaule it vefts the authority in the hands of 
Homes, Men of noble birth and dignified character. There- 

fore let the Hebrews defire no other form, but al- 
ways love that form; have the laws for their gover- 
nors, and govern all their actions by the laws. But 
let them ever remember that God is their king, and 
their fupreme governor. . 


the But if you fhould defire to have a king, fee that 
eevofs you eleét one of your own nation, who will fteadily 
maintain juftice, and all the other virtues, being 
guided by God'and the laws, as his infallible direc- 
tory, and highett wifdom. Let him not undertake 
any thing without the authority of the high prieft 
and the fenate. Let not his mind be fer upon a mul- 
titude of wives, nor the glare of treafure, nor the 
pomp of houles, left thereby he become infolent, and 
ditdain to fubmitto the laws. If he fhould affeét an 
unwarrantable power and magnificence, let him be 
reftrained, that he may not become more important 
than is confittent with the true intereft of the ftate. 


mazs It is not lawful to remove the boundaries or land- 
*- marks either of your own land or your neighbours, 
for they are the beft fecurity of the common peace. 
They fhould remain firm and immoveable, as a 
Ivine limitation of rights, as a removal may 
afford cauie for great broils and contefts; for thofe 
whofe avarice or ambition admit of no bounds, are 
eafhly led cto violate the laws. 


The firft fruits of trees, that bear before the fourth 
year, from the time of their planting, are neither to 
be offered to God, nor eaten by man; becaufe, not 
ited, being produced in proper feafon, they are abortions, 

VO. §. 
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and contrary to nature. But all the fruit that fhall 
grow in the fourth year, when it comes to matu- 
rity, fhall be gathered, and brought into the holy 
city, and there expended during the feait, which the 
owner makes for his friends, together with widows 
and orphans: but in the fifth year he fhall referve the 
whole produét for his own ule. 


_ Sow not the ground that is planted with vines, fer 
itis fufficient it affords nourifhment to that plant, 
nor doth it need to be nourifhed by the plough. . 


The land is to be plowed with oxen alone, and no 
other kind of beafts yoked with them; for the_til- 
eo mutt always be performed by beaits of the fame 
kind. ‘ 


Let the feeds be fown fimple and unmixt, not two 
or three forts together; for nature doth not admit 
of a commixture of different things. 


You are not to permit beafts of different kinds to 
gender together; for there is reafon to fear that this 
unnatural practice may have a corrupt effeét on the 
human fpecies, as the fouleft extravagancies have 
taken their rife from trivial caufes. Wherefore no- 
thing ought to be introduced in converfation, that, 
by a perverfe application, may tend to promote a de- 
pravity of manners. Nor fhould the laws negleét 
imall matters, but provide for decency of conduct 
and behaviour in all things. 


Let not thofe that reap, and gather in the corn 
that is reaped, gather in the gleanings alfo; but let 
them rather leave fome allowance for thofe that are 
in want of the neceffaries of life. In like manner, 
when hey gather them Grapes at the time of vintage, 
let them leave fome fmaller bunches on the vine for 
the poor; and let them pafs over fome of the fruits 
of the olive-trees, when they gather them, and leave 
them for fuch as have no kind of provifion.. For the 
advantage arifing ‘from the exact collection of all, 
will not be fo confiderable to the owners, as will arife 
from the prayers of the poor. God will blefs the 
Jand with fertility, and the proprietor with plenty, if 
he is not folely attentive to his own gain, but has a 
regard to the wants of the indigent. 


The ox is not to be muzzled when he treads out the 
corn; for it would be unreafonable to deny any thing 
a part in the fruic of its own labours. 


The traveller, on his journey, mutt not be denied 
to gather and taite of the ripe fruits, but, on the con- 
trary, permitted to take the fame freely, whether he 
be of the country, or a ftranger. He fhall depart 
fatishied with what he has eat, but he is prohibited 
from carrying any away with him. ‘Thole likewile 
who gather grapes, ought not to refufe a traveller 
to tatte of them, as they bear them to the prefs; 
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Plonting of 
vines. 


The law of 
the plough, 


The feed to 
be fimple 
and une 
mixed. 


No adultes 
Viale mix= 
tures. 


Gleanings 
of corn aad 
grapes to he 
left for the 
poor. 


The ox not 
tobe musz~ 
aled when 
he treads 
out the 
corn. 


No paffen- 
gers to be 
denied fruit 
on & jour- 
ney. 


for it would be very unjuft, that the good things | 


which God hath beftowed upon mankind in fuch 
abundance, fhould be denied the needy in a fimall 
proportion, efpeciaily as the feafon foon paffes away. 
Nay, thofe are to be invited, that, from afcrupulous 
modefty, forbear touching, cr even afking tor the 
fame. If they are Hebrews, they are to be efteemced 
friends and fellow-fharers in what you have, being 
of the fame race. If ftrangers, we fhould exerciie 
hofpitality towards them, not thinking we fuftain any 
lofs by the imall prefent we make them of the fruits 
we enjoy through God’s bounty. Nor can that be 
ill bettowed which is thus coueouly Given to ano- 
ther, fince the bountiful (father of the Univerfe af- 
fordeth all things in rich abundance; not that any 
individuals fhouild engrofs them, but that they 
fhould be rendered a common benefit to mankind. 
Nor can men more effectually acknowledge God’s 
munificence towards themfelves, than by communi- 
cating a part of his bleffings to others. “Whofoever 
fhall prefume to act contrary to what js here pre- 
feribed, let him, be beaten with forty ftripes, fave 
one by the public executioner. Let him undergo 
this punifhment (which is a moft ignominious one 
for a freeman) becaufe he was fuch a flave to fain, 
as to fully his own dignity. It is by all means ex- 
pedient (added Mofes) thar you, who have had the 
experience of feck afflictions in Egypt, and in the de- 

fert, 


58 ANTIQUITIES of 


fert, fhould be affeCted with tendernefs and com- 
paffion for others in like circumftances; and as you 
have now obtained plenty_yourfelves, through the 
mercy and providence of God, that you fhould dif- 
tribute of that plenty, by the like fympathy, to fuch 
as ftand in need of it, 


The third Befides the two yearly tenths already appointed to 
Danese be be paid, (the one to the Levites, the other towards 
1 


among the the charges of the holy feftivals,) you are to bring 

widows and every third year a third (a) tythe, to be diftributed 

orphans. tg thofe that want, to widows and to orphans. But 

Theft as to the ripe fruits, let them carry that which firft 

sruits to the ripens unto the temple, and after thankfgiving to 

fem’ God for the earth which brought them forth, and 
which he had given them for a poffeffion, and. hav- 
ing likewife offered thofe facrifices which the law 
commanded them to bring, let them give the firft 
fruits to the prieft. But when any one hath done 
this, and has brought the tythe of all that he hath, 
together with thofe firft fruits that are for the Le- 
vites, and for the feftivals, let him, when he is ready 
to return home, ftand before the holy temple, give 
thanks to God, that he has delivered'them from their 
grievous treatment in Egypt, given them a goodly 
land, and permitted them to enjoy the fruits thereof ; 
and when he has openly teftified that he has fully 
paid the tythes according to the law and appoint. 
ment of Mofes, let him intreat God that he will ever 
be merciful and gracious to him, and continue to be 
fo to al] the Hebrews, both by preferving the good 
things which he hath already given them, and by 
pane what it is {till in his power to beftow upon 
them. 


‘When men are of years to marry, let them make 
‘choice of virgins, born of honeft parents, and vir- 
tuoufly educated. And he that does not take a vir- 
gin to wife, let him not feduce the wife of another 
man, to the difquiet and affliction of her hufband. 
No plea for Tet not a freeman marry a bond-woman, though his 
areeman affection fhould ftrongly incline ‘him {o to do; for 
riesa bond- it is praife-worthy and honourable to govern our 
woman, — paffions. Furthermore, let no man marry an harlot; 
for God will not receive her matrimonial oblations, 


Laws on 
wedlock, 


Nomanis becaufe fhe hath difhonoured herfelf: befides thofe 
hee" children are more laudably and virtuoufly inclined, 


who are defcended from honeft parents, than thofe 
who fpring from a fhameful alliance contracted by 
impure defires. 


If any one has efpoufed a woman as a virgin, and 

Penalty of afterwards finds that fhe is not fo; let him accufe 

a wom’ =~ her, and bring his aétion, adducing all the proofs 

foravigin, he Can to juftity his fufpicion. On the other hand, 

andnot —— let the woman’s caufe be defended by her father, her 

found brother, or the nexta-kin. Ifthe be acquitted of the 

charge alledged againft her, her accufer fhall be 

bound to live in wedlock with her, nor fhall the mar- 

riage hereafter be annulled, unlefs upon pofitive evi- 

dence. Buthe that fhall rafhly, and without caufe, 

flander his wife, fhall be punifhed with thirty-nine 

ftripes, and ftand condemned in a fine of fifty fhe- 

kels to her father. If it be proved that the woman 

has been corrupted before her marriage, fhe fhall be 

ftoned to death for not having preferved her virginity 

till fhe was lawfully married; but if fhe be the 
daughter of a prieft, fhe fhall be burnt alive. 


If any man hath two wives, and he is particularly 
attdched to one of them, either from affection, beau- 
ty, or any other motive, while the other is of lefs ef- 
teem, and the fon of her that is beloved be the young- 
er, demands the prerogative of the elder from the 
attachment of his father to his mother, and would 

The right thereby artain a double portion of his father’s patri- 


Sema mony (for fo much our ordinances import) letnot this 
eerie be ~=DY any means be granted: for itis unjuftthat he, who 


transferred 18 the elder by birth, fhould be deprived of his right 
soe veunket OH the father’s dilpofition of his eftate, becaufe his 
ie mother poffefied not an equal fhare in his affection. 





(a) Jofephus’s plain and exprefs interpretation of this law 
of Mofes, that the Jews were’ bound every third year to pay 
three tythes, that to ghe Levites, that for facrifices at Jerufa- 
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If any man fhall have debauched a maiden con. Law aging 
tracted to another, and with her confent, they fhall debauching 
both be punifhed with death, as theyre both equally conmey 
guilty of fin, the man for corrupting the woman, teanots 
and the woman for confenting: the one for feducing ™™. 
the woman into a preference of inordinate gratifi- 
cation, to an honourable marriage; the other-for 
proftituting herfelf either from inclination or profit. 
ff a man force a woman when fhe is alone, and 
has none to come to her affiftance, let him openly 4,, 
be put to death. Tet him ‘that hath cortupted a fr due! 
virgin, not yetefpouféd, marry her. But if the fa~ ing as. 
ther of the damfel approves not of her being hig tis: 
wife, let him pay fifty fhekels as a reparation for the 
injury. 





He that defires to be feperated from his wife from Cs 01 
any caufe whatever (as many caufes happen among ing wii, 
men) let him confirm it in writing, that he will never wile. 
more entertain her again; for, by this divorce, fhe 
may be at liberty to marry another hufband, and re- 
fufe the former. But if it happens that fhe be ill 
ufed by the fecond, or that, he being dead, the firft 
would take her again in marriage, it is not lawful 
for the wife to return to him. : . 

. If a woman’s hufband dies, and leaves her without Cit t 
children, let the brother of the deceafed marry the dies, aad 
widow, and let him call the fon born to him by his levesh 
brother’s name, and educate him as the heir to his SY," 
inheritance; for this procedure will be for the bene. ui 
fit of the public, as. names and families fhould be 
preferved, and their poffeffions kept entire. This 
will alfo be for the folace of wives, under their af- 
fiction, that they are to be married to the next rela- 
tions of their former hufbands. But if the brother 
refufe to marry her, let the woman come before the 
fenate and proteft, that, though fhe offered to con- 
tinue inthe family, and bear him children, her huf- 
band’s brother had given her a repulfe, and thereby 
caft a difhonour on his memory. The fenate fhall 
then demand of the brother the reafons of his refu- 
fal. Whatever caufe he affigns, the point muft came 
to this ifue. The woman fhall loofe the fandals of 
the brother, and fpit in his face, telling him, that he 
deferves this reproachful treatment from her, as hav- 
ing injured the memory of the deceafed.- Atter this 
he departs the court with a brand of infamy which 

€ carries to his grave, and the widow is-free to mar- 
ry where fhe pleafes. 





ane man take captive a maid, wife, or widow, Pule & 
and is difpofed to marry her, let him not be allowed pad, ws 
to cohabit with her before fhe has fhaved her, head, orwits 
put on her mourning habit, and lamented her rela- “ 
tions and friends that were flain in the battles that, pe, a) 
by this means, fhe may give vent to her forrow for theme 
them, and after that may betake herfelt’ to teatting ™ 
and matrimony. It is reafonable for him who takes 

a woman to have children by her, to gratify the in- 
clinations of his wife, and not merely purfue his own 

will and pleafure, regardlefs of what is agreeable to 

her. But when chirty days are paft, as the time of 
mourning, (for fo many are fufficient to prudent 
perfons for lamenting the deareit friends), then let 
them proceed to the marriage. If the man be too 
fickle, or too proud, to retain her as his wife, let 

him not have it in his power to make her his flave 
again, but let her go whither fhe pleafes, and have 

the privileges of a free woman, as by the marriage 

fhe hath purchafed her liberty. 












As to thofe young perfons who defpile their pa- oj 
rents, and, inftead of paying them honour, behave tv: 
themfelves undutifully and contemptuoufly, either 
becaufe they are afhamed of them, or think them- 
felves wifer than they; in the firft place let their 
parents (whom nature has conftituted_ their judges 
admonifh them to this purport: ‘© That they co- 

““ habited together not for the fake of pleafure, or 
the augmentation of their wealth, by uniting their 


rn 


lem, and this for the indigent, the widows, and the orphans, 
is fully confirmed by the practice of good old Tobit, even 
when he was a captive in Affyria: 

ftocks, 


Book IV. 
ftocks, but that they might have children to com- 
fort them in their old age. That when they were 
born they took them up with joy and gladneis, and 
rendered God the moft unfeigned thanks for them, 
brought them up with thetendereft care, and fpared 
nothing that feemed neceffary for their prefervation, 


and initruction in whatever was moit excellent. . 


That now, fince it is reafonable to pardon_ the er- 
rors of thofe who are young, it fhould fuffice them, 
to have given fo many indications of contempt of 
their parents; and they fhould therefore reform, and 
ac more wilely for the time tocome, ‘That they 
fhould remember God is difpleafed with thofe who 
are undutiful to their parents, becaufe he is himfelf 
the Father of the whole race of mankind, and feems 
to bear part of that difhonour which fa}ls upon earth- 
ly parents, when they do notmect with fuitable returns 
from their children. And finally, that they fhould 
bear in mind the feverity of the punifhment which 
the law infiiéts on the difobedient, and which the 
affectionate parent hopes the child will never expe- 


rience.” 


Incorrigibte _1F the obftinacy and perverfenefs of children are 
shftinecy in removed by fuch admonitions, let them be freed 
children to from the réproach which their former erorrs de- 
~be punithed feryed, as it will redound to the honour of the law- 
wardcat« giver, and the happinefs of parents. Butif ic fhould 
happen that neither authority or advice can. effect a 
reformation of manners, and that rebellious chil- 

dren will {till perfift in incorrigible obitinacy, the 

law muft then be putin execution. Let fuch, there- 

fore, be brought:by thofe very parents, whom they 

have fo Hagrantly offended by their difobedience, out 

of the city, with a multitude following, and ler 

them be itoned to death, and there continue one 

whole day expofed to public view, and at night be 

Public ene» buried with infamy. All who arefentenced to death 
Fee he by the laws are buried in the fame manner. Public 
Fal, enemies are not to be denied burial, nor is any dead 
body to lie above ground, The law prefcribes the 
punifhment, to which juftice enjoins an exact adhe- 


rence. ' 


No tending Tet no Hebrew lend to another upon. ufury, nor 
te an He take ufury either upon meat or drink;, for it is illi- 
brew bro- beral to take advantage of the misfortunes of our 
ther. brethren. Count it fufficient, when you have affitt- 
eda brother in a cafe of extremity, that he.acknow- 
ledges the kind office with gratitude. Charity brings 
with it itsown reward, being ever attended with the 
confolation of an approving conf{cience, and an ap- 


proving God. 


Law rela~ Thofe who borrow either money, or any kind of 
pret bore faleable commodity, let them chearfully reftore the 
&  fame_as foon as Providence fhallenable them fo to 
do; laying itup, as it were, in their own treafuries, 
and juitly expecting to receive it thence when occa- 

fion Tnalleeauire: 


But if the debtor has neither fhame or confcience, 
to induce him to reftore what he has borrowed, the 
creditor fhall not enter his houfe and take a pledge 
before judgement be given concerning it: but Jet 
him demand it at the door, where the debtor himfelf 
is to deliver it, without the leaft oppofition to_him 
that comes upon him under the protection of the 
law. If Resa io gave the pledge be in good circum- 
ftances, let the creditor retain it till he has repaid his 
due; but if he be indigent, let it be returned before 
the going down of the fun, efpecially if the pledge 
bea garment, that the poor man may not want a co- 
vering inthe night, for God himfelf fhews mercy to 
the poor. 


It is not lawful to take a mill, or any utenfil be- 
a longing thereunto, in as a pledge; left the debtor be 
2 pledses. thereby deprived of inftruments to obtain the means 

of a livlihood, and be expofed to extreme want. 


Working 
tenfils not 


OF thefe. 

Let it be death to fpirit away, or fteala man; and 

i He hath purloined gold or filver, let him pay 
ouble. 


Ifany man flay a thief in the a& of ftealing, or 
reaking into the houfe, he fhall be held guiltlets. 


Penalty of 
ness Cate 
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Let him that hath ftolen cattle pay four-fold for 
what is loft, unlefs it be an ox, in which cale the 
thief is to pay five-fold: but if the offending party. 
is fo poor that he cannot pay the fine, let him be his 
fervant to whom he was adjudged by the law to 


pay it. 
If one Hebrew be fold to another, Jet him ferve Cate of ett. 


him fix years, and on the feventh let him go free. jnsonetic- 
But if it fhould fo fall out that he hath children in gine.” 
his mafter*’s houfe by any female fervant, and be dif- 

pofed, from good will to his mafter, and natural af- 

fection to his wife and children, to continue in fer- 

vice, lec him be fet free only in the year of the ju- 

bilce, together with his wife and children. 

If any man find gold or filver upon the highway, Wht 
let him enquire after him that Joft it, and make the imme- 
proclamation of the place where he found it, in or- diate pro- 
der to the reftoring it, as not deeming it jutt to Ry ahs 
avail himfelf of the misfortune of another. The : 
fame rule is to be obferved with reipeét to cattle 
ftrayed and wandering in adefert. If the owner be 
not prefently difcovered, Jet the finder keep them to 
himlelf, and appeal to God that he has not purloin- 
ed what belongs to another. 

It is not lawful to pafs by any beaft that is over- bers ia 
burthened, or bemired upon the way, but to help and to be helped 


preferve it as if it was your own property. 


It is alfo a duty to direét the ignorant traveller in 

. s ° ye . . The travele 
his way, and give him the beft direction and advice je is tobe 
to fet him forward on his journey. It is barbarous fet rightin 
to fport with him, or caufe a delay in the profecu- }# way: 
tion of his bufinets. 


Let no man revile his fellow who is cither deaf, 
blind, or dumb. 
If any man ftrikes another upon a fudden quarrel, 1 ,y cone 
and it be not with a weapon, let him that is {micten cerning af 
be avenged on the aggreifor immediately, by return faults, &. 
ing the fame number of blows as he had received. 
But if he chat was ftruck be carried home, He fick 
many days, and then dies, there fhall lie no action of 
murder in the cafe; but if he that is fmitten reco- 
vers, the other party fhall pay the whole expence he 
has been fubjeét to during the whole time of his 

ficknefs. 


If any man fhall kick a woman with child, £0 penatey on 
that fhe mifcarries, the judges fhall mult him a beating a 
fum of money for the lofs of a fubject, befides an- Ye nenaand 
other fum of money by way of fine to the woman’s fifcarisge. 
hufband; but if fhe die of the ftroke, the man mutt 
die, according to the law of life for life. 


If there fhould be found in the poffeffion of any »,,; 

. < oes Punifhment 
Hebrew, the preparation of any poifon that may of poifoncrs 
caufe death, or any other harm, he fhall fuffer death, 
or undergo the fame injury that he would have 
brought upon them for whom the preparation was 
made. 


He that maimeth any man, Ict him undergo the ,,., ,..: 

‘ ¥s . 4 i ‘ waw acaingt 
fame himfelf, and be deprived of the like memsber of maiming, 
which he hath eee the other, unlefs he that is 
maimed fhall think fit to compound for it with mo- 
ney; for the law admits of a man’s being fo far a 
judge in his own cafe, as to moderate the rigour of 
a penalty for an injury done to himfclf. 


Let him that is owner of an ox that is mifchiev- 
. } ate : aw cone 
ous, and given to goring, killhim. If an ox Qores covineosen 


‘any one, lec him be immediately floned to -death, thargue, 


and no man prefume to eat of his flefh; but if his 
owner be convicted, as knowing the fiercenels of the 
beaft, and not keeping him up, he fhall himf{clf 
fuffer death, as being acceffary to the death of an- 
other man, 


If the ox hath killed a man or maid fervant, let 
him be ftoned, and the owner pay thirty fhekels 
to the mafter of him that was flain: but if icbe an 
ox that is thus {mitten and killed, let Loth the oxen, 
that which fmote the other, and that which was a 

¢ > 
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ed, be fold, and let the price be divided between the - Let all military operations, whether at prefent, or Advice in 
two owners. . in future, be cdarried’on out of your own bounda- Sof war, 
: , ries. Before you aétually wage war, fend ambafla- “““** 
No piter et thofe thac dig a well or pit, be careful to lay dors to thofe who are your voluntary enemies: for it 
leftuncover- Planks over them, and fo keep them fhut as not to is expedient_to expoftulate with.them, before you 
ed, hinder the drawing of water, but to give notice of proceed to acts of hoftility, and affure them that, al- 
danger, and thereby prevent man or beaft from fall- though you havé a numerous army, provided with 
ing into them. In cafe any one’s beaft fhould fall horfes, arms, and all warlike accoutrements, and 
into a well or pit thus digged, and not fhut up, and moreover, a God, whofe power has ever been exerted 
S perifh, the owner of the ground fhall make fatisfac- in your behalf; do you, however, defire them not to 


compel you to fight againft them, nor to take from 


tion to the value of the beaft. { 2 
them what they have, which, indeed, would be your 


aereeias ‘Whoever has teceived any thing in truft: for the || gain, though it would tend to their irreparable lofs. 
tuttis tobe ufe of another man, let him preferve it as facred, and But if your competitors fhould think firto put the 
held fered. not, on any confideration, to be touched by man or caufe upon a trial of war, lead your army againft 
woman, though immenfe profit was to accrue, and them, committing the government of the whole to 

there was no poffibility of bringing it to light. It God, and next, under him, to the braveft man for 

is fit that a man’s conicience fhould direct him, as arms, policy, and courage, that you can pitch upon 

the only judge and evidence of what we do, and as vicegerent. Donot have many principal officers, 
whether we do well or ill. Let this confcience bear as, befides being an obftacle to aétion, thro’ want or 

’ inward teitimony, and alfo induce him fo to att, as -{] agreement, theyfrequently interrupt and impede exe- 


to procure him commendation from others; but let cution and difpatch. Look well tothe choice of your 
him chiefly have regard to.God, from whom no levies; letthem be of chofen men, endowed with ex- 
wicked man can be concealed. But if he in whom traordinary ftrength of body, and hardinefs of mind. 
the truft was repofed, without any fraud, lofe what ||. Difmifs the timid part, left they defert in the hour of 
was depofited with him, let him’ come before the action, and fo afford an advantage to your enemies. 


feven Judges, and there make oath, in the prefence noe * 
of God, that nothing has been loft willingly, or with You fhall exempt from obligation thofe to ferve ; 
a fraudulent defign; he fhall then ftand acquitted, || who have lately built them houies, and have not oc- * es 


and depart blamelefs: .but if it fhall be made appear cupied them a year, and thofe who have planted vine-- mititar; fer 
that he hath made ufe of the leaft part of what was yards, and have not yet reaped the fruits, as well as vice. 
committed to him, let him be condemned to make thofe who are betrothed, or have lately talcen to them- 


good the whole of the depofit. ; felves, wives; left having their minds fet upon thole 
objects, they fear to hazard their lives, and -become 
Thetabours The fame punctuality is to be obferved with re- || daitardly and pufillanimous. 
cone He . fpect to paying the labourer his hire. Be it ever ; 
pace remembered, that you are not to defraud a poor man ‘When you have pitched your camp, take care to 
of his wages, being fenfible that Providence has avoid whatever is cruel. If engaged in a fiege, you Good ons 


allotted him thofe wages, inftead of land and other |} want timber for the making of warlike implements, (957 %h. 
poffeffions. Nor is the payment to be delayed, but do not cut down fruit-trees, but {pare them, con- camp. 
made to the full due upon the fame day that his fidering that they were planted and reared for the No tuit- 
work is finifhed; for the labourer fhould not be de- |} benefit of man. If they could fpeak, they would (eso' 
prived of the immediate ufe of that for which he has || expoftulate with you on the impropriety of: deftroy- 
toiled. - ing that, which was no caufe of the war, for the fer- 
; ode. of vice of it. 

Children are not to be punifhed for the iniquity 

Children of their parents; but where they preferve a reputable ‘When you have the fortune to overcome in battle, yy quarter 


ae aed Ge character, deferve pity for the misfortune of fuch || giveno quarter to thofe of your enemies who were w be siven 
the uaquity alliances. Nor are the fins of children to be imputed obftinate and ftood it out, but preferve the reft, and The Canae 
of their pa- to their fathers, while young perfons indulge them- make them your tributaries, excepting the Canaan- 4 ou, 


sents felves in practices different trom what they had been ites: thofe you are to extirpate, even the whole na- 
inftruéted in, and this through their proud refufal of tion, root and branch. . } 
fuch inftruction. : 

. Let no man affume the habit of a woman, nor wo- 

Let thofe who have made themfelves eunuchs be man that of a man, efpecially in a military action. 

held in_deteftation, and_ be feclued from the con- 

verfe of icity as having deprived themfelves of This was the form of political government left us ‘The formof 

their manhood, to the_difappointment_of the main by Mofes. He had already delivered laws in writing, the Hebrew 

end of their creation. The depravity of their minds which he had compiled forty years before. Of theie commer 





muft lead them to make fo unnatural an experiment we fhall creat on afuture occafion. ee 
on their bodies; for itis evident, that when the foul 
is effeminate, that effeminacy_is diffufed through- After this he held affemblies for feveral fucceffive 4 prophet- 
ce ee out the whole frame. Wherefore Jet neither man, days, awarding bleffings to thofe who conformed to cal hymn 
: dn” nor any living creature, be caftrated, for it is a de- the laws, and denouncing curfes againft thofe who 3" 
: parture from the grand inftitution of nature. ; tranfgrefiedthem. He then recited akind of poetic 
WAN i fong, compofed in hexameter verfe, and containing 
Let this be the conftitution of your political laws a prediction of future events, in the very order in 
in times of peace, and God will preferve this excel- which they occurred, without variation, as to time or 
lent fectlement free from difturbance. But as hu- matter. [his fong was inferted in the holy book. 
man affairs are precarious, and troubles and dan- To the priefts he delivered his books, with the ark, 
gers will happen, either undefigned or intentional, in which were depofited the ten commandments, 
it will be neceffary to lay down fome rules for ob- written on two tables. He left ic in charge to the 
viating thefe contingencies; that fo being apprized people as foon as they were in poffeffion of ‘the 
before-hand what ought to be done, you may have promifed land, and had fixed their fettlement, to 
dalutary counfels ready when you want them, and avenge themfelves on the Amalekites, for the injuries 
may not then be unprovided, and fall into difagree- they had formerly done them in the detert. 
abic circumttances, 
. : . He alfo enjoined them, on the conqueft of Canaan, 
Setiets May you continue in the quiet poffeffion of the and extenuating the inhabitants, to ereét an altar to 
Keep toe Jand that God hath allotted you, and reap the fruit the eaftward, near the city of Shechem, between the 
tome, and Of your indultry and patience, without the hazard mountains Garizim on the right hand, and Gebal on 
#6 difiptine. of Open enemies from abroad, or of worfe enemies the left, and to divide the army in {uch a manner, 
4 amongft profelled friends. A {chifm at home would that fix tribes fhould be in each of the mountains, 
eo endanger the laws, cufloms, difcipline, and religion with the priefts and Levites. They were to offer up 
" of your forefathers, which are the ordinances of God prayers alternately, imploring divine bleffings on 
et himfelf, being warranted by the authority of his Di- thole who kept the holy commandments, and ob- 
vine approbation. From thete conftitutions you are ferved the ftatutes of Mofes, the lawgiver. At the 


never to depart. clofe, the tribes upon Gebal, in acclamations, by wey. 
i : oO 





Boor IV. 


| The people 
} garnd by 

Faath ta ob- 
‘ yerve God's 


rhs, 


Tnnavators 
or the faw, 
and idola- 
ters, are (0 
bedcibroyed. 


Jof-ua's 
prediction, 


fienitied an Amen, or, dc it fo. Curles 
were then denounced and raciBed in the fame man- 
ner as the blefings. ‘Fhefe bencdictions and impre- 
catiens were committed to writing for future re- 
ference. He alio ordered them to be inicribed on 
each fide ot the altar, the people at the fame time fa- 
crificing, and offering up burnc-offerings ; though 
atter chat day they never offered facrifice upon it, 
being deemed unlawful. ‘Thete are the ordinances 
ot Motes, which, by the Hebrew nation, are moit 
relig.ioufly objerved to this day. 

"The next day Mofes called a general affembly of 
the people, men, women, and children, even flaves 
not excepted, and bound them, by,a folemn oath, to 
the obfervance of the laws ‘according to the will 
ot God, from which they were not, in any point, 
to deviate, from motives of favour, fear, nor any 
other pretence whatfoever. If any individual, ever 
fo near and dear to them, or any collective body, 
was to attempt an innovation, and thereby 2 diffo- 
lution, of the ferm of government eftablifhed “by 
them, the:people were to take a general vengeance 
on him or thern, and.exterminate perfon and poffet- 
fions from the face of the earth. But if, by fome 
means that might prevent, they could nor avenge 
themfelves in. this manner, they were to join in a 
proteit again{t fuch impious proceedings, as totally 
oppolite to their confent and approbation. To 
thele particulars the multitude bound themielves by 


oath. 

Mofes added fome inftructions as to the form of 
facrifice, and the meafures of proceeding in great en- 
terprizes, referring them, for affurance of the Divine 
approbation, to the ftones on the breaft-plate of the 
high-prieft, as already defcribed. 


While Mofes was prefent, Jofhua, by a prophetic 
impulfe, foretold what he was to do tor the welfare 
of the people, either in the conduct of war abroad, 
or the adminiftration of government at home, pre- 
paring them, by this introductory addrefs, tor com- 
pliance with a new mode of difcipline. He faid, 
that, by infpiration of God, he was authorized to 
declare, that if they violated the facred inftitutions 
of their religion and laws, they fhould fall into the 
direft calamities; their poffeffions fhould become a 
prey to ftrangers, their cities fhould be ranfacked, 
their temples laid in afhes, and themfelves fold as 
flaves to a mercilefs peorle; till they came at laft too 
late to repentance. e added that God would, in 


of sefponfe, 


time, reftore their cities, with their temples allo;. 


but yet they were to torteit thefe bleflings not once 
only, bue often. 

Moles then appointed Jofhua to lead the Febrew 
army againft the Canaanites, affuring him of the 
Divine aid and protection, and prefaging the 
choicelt bleflings to the people. He then’ took 
fis farewetl in’ an addrefs to the following pur- 
fore ; " 


“ Since ir is the will of God that I go to my 
“fathers, and that this be the day of my de- 
, barture, it becomes me, in your prefence, to 

acknowledge the providential care he has ex- 
“erciied towards you and your affairs, not only in 





——— 
ree: 


(a) There were mountains fituated in the country of the 
Monbites, between the two rivers Arnon and Jurdan, and 
commanded 2 molt extenfive profpeét of the land of Canaan. 
One jure of thefe mountains was diflinguifhed by the name 
of Nebo, ng re from Deut. xxxii, 49. but 2f we com- 
pare this with Deut. xxxiv, ot. we fhall find that Nebo and 
Pifgah were one and the fame mountain. If, therefore, there 
Was any diltingtion between the names, it was probably this, 
that the top of the mountain was more peculiarly called Pil- 
Buh, which fignifies to elevate or raife up, and, therefure, 
ae very properly denote the ¢0f, or fimmit, of any moun. 
frolic ae a Beth-peor, which was probably 
Monhites, om fome deity of that name, worfhipped by the 

(4) Asthe place of his interment was not known, fo no 

ublic monument could be erected on the Spat to his memory 3 
pa that no paiticle of his greatnefs might be loll, his fuc- 
= ' Jofhua, (who, no duube, was the author of the lait chap- 

ro enone) hie there given him an honeurable epi- 

0. 6, 
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“ your deliverznce trom the extremeft mileries, but 
“on conterring upon you innumerable and inelti- 
* mable bieflings: nor can 1 but acknowledge, as 
“in duty bound, the Divine direction and afliltance 
“ in all my endeavours tor your advantage and pro- 
‘© perity, in the promotion of which 1 was but a 
‘© mere mitroment, whilft God himiclf was_ the 
** grand author and finifher. Mor all his mercies 1 


THE 





The lit 
ad diet: and 
advice ot 
Mote: to the 


** render him unteigned praifes and thankigivings, Peers 


‘© and to his gracious protection, as a dying man, 1 
“© commend you. Remember to terve and honour 
** that Supreme Being, who alone is intitled to your 
** adoration and worthip. Efteem his laws as the 
“© molt valuable of all his bounties. Call to mind 
*© that a human law-giver would think it the higheit 
“© indignity to. have his ordinances contemned, and 
his authority trampled upon; and then reflect 

what muit be the awful coniequence of being 
** dummoned to appear betore the tribunal of an in- 
“© cenled God, for wilful contempe and breach of 
‘* his commandments.” ; 


This farewell addrefs was accompanied with fe.- 
veral bleflings on the tribes, prefages of their future 
deftiny, ana torrents of tears from the multitude, 
the women beating their breaits, and the very chil- 
dren exprefling extreme regret, at the approaching 
death of their great leader... In thorr, the Jamenta- 
tion was univerial. ‘lhofe in advanced life grieved 
for the lofs of io conftant and vigilant a protector ; 
thofe in early lite, that they fhould be deprived of 


fo able a guide. 


But none were more fenfibly affected upon this 
occafion than the grand comforter himielf; for not- 
withftanding his profcffed_contempt of death, and 
refignation to the will of God, and the law of na- 
ture, yer thele tctlimonies of the affection of the 
people fo vercame him, that he could not refrain 
trom tears. As he went to the place where he was 
to vanifh from their fight, they followed him weep- 
ing; but he beckoned with his hand, to thole ata 
diftance, to ftop where they were; and defired thote 
who were near, not to interrupt the peace of his latt 
hours. At his importunity they ftood itil], but not 
without bewailing the calamity of fo general a Jols. 
Ile was accompanied only by the fenate, Mleazar, 
the high-priett, and Jofhua, his fucceffor. 


As foon as they came to Abarim (a2), or Nebo, a 
mountain over againit Jericho, which affords 


Mofes unia 
verdaliy laa 
mented, 


7 Mofes withs 


profpedt of the fair and fruittul land of Canaan, he jn tigneot 
difmiffed the fenate, and, as he was embracing Lilca- the tind of 
zar and Jofhua, and ditcourling with them, a cloud Cae 


fuddenly environed him, and he was tranflated into 


a_certain valley. The facred records fay that he pituppears 
died, Jeft men fhould imagine, from his extraor- arcovwend 
dinary virtues, that he was yet alive and with withacluds 


God (6). 

Mofes lived 120 years, a third part of which, 
within one month, he was ruler of the Flebrews. He 
died on the la{t month of the year, and on the firft 
day of the month, called, by the Mucedonians, 
Diftrus, but by us, Adar. 


Motes was a man of fingular underflanding heen 
which 





ern mcee 





taph, which may be thus parnphrafed :—-See Deut. xxxiv. 
10, 11, 12. 

What prophet by the fncred breath infpir'’d, 

What friend of God, with holy reptures fir'd, 

Whofe deathlefa name can equal glories fare, 

Or with God's fervant Mofes can compare ? 

With mortal eyes th’ Invifible he fiw; 

On trembling Sina’s top receiv'’d the law: 

From Egypt's fetters ranfom’d Hracl brought, 

And in their fight great figns and wonders wrought, 


(c) ‘The charaéter of Mofes has been delineated by a variety 
of infpived, ng well a8 prophane, writers, all of whom acknowe 
ledge him to have been the moft excellent legiflasor and hitlo. 
rian ever known. The inflances of his conduct related through 
the courfe of his hillary, fufliciently convince us of thecrath of 
this afferction, and thathe was a molt profound philofopher, a 
fkiltul general, an eminent prophet, and a faithful guardian of 


the people, 
Q. ‘Lhe 





i 


> 
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which he applied: to the wifeft purpofes. He wasa { 


perfect orator, capable of expreffing, in the molt 
ftriking light, his own feelings, and working moft 
effectually upon the paffions of others. He was 
moreover a {kilful general, an eminent prophet, 
and a faithful guardian of the people. The people 





The commendation which the author of Ecclefiafticus gives 
Mofes, is expreffed in thefe words: ‘** Mofes (fays he) was be- 
“© loved of God and men, and his memorial is blefled. The 
** Lord made him like to the glorious faints, and magnified 
«© him fo, that his enemies ftood in fear ofhim. By his word 
“© he caufed the wonders to ceafe, and he made him glorious 


-«© in the fight of kings, gave’‘him commandment for his people, 


«* and fhewed him part of his glory. He fanétified him in his 
‘© faithfulnefs and meeknefs, and chofe him out of all men, 
*« He made him to hear his voice, and brought him into the 
¢¢ dark cloud, and gave him commandments before his face, 
«© even the law of life and knowledge, that he might teach 
© Jacob his covenant, and Ifrael his judgments.” Chap. xlv. 
ac Ir. 

The charaéter St. Auguftin gives of Mofes is fhort, but at 
the fame time very expreffive:. ‘*’ He was (fays he) the molt 
«¢ faithful fervant of God; humble in wifhing to decline fo 
<¢ weighty a miniltry, but dutiful in undertaking it; juftin 
© keeping, and refulute in executing it; vigilant “in govern- 
«© ment; itri€kin juftice ; jealous in love; and patient in fuf- 
“ fering,” . : 

The apoftle St. Paul, in his-Epiftle to the Hebrews, fpeaks 
of Mofes as follows: ‘* By faith (fays he) Mofes, when he 
«* was come to age, refufed to be called the fon of Pharaoh’s 
«* daughter, choofing rather to fuffer adverfity with the people 
*« of God, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon., 
«© By faith he forfook Egypt, not fearing the king’s difplea- 
«¢ fure. Through faith he-infticuted the paffoyer and effufion 
© of blood, left he that flew the firlt-born fhould touch them. 


a 


1° 


* By faith he paffed through the Red Sea as on dry land, 


JEWS. 


mourned for him thirty days’; nor did ever any 
grief fo deeply affect them, as upon :the death of 
this.great and holy man. He not only maintained 
an excellent Charaéter among his cotemporaries, bur 
his writings have tranfmitted:his fame to immortal 
ages. Thus much for the end of Mofes. 


OF THE 





*« which, when the Egyptains attempted to do, they were fwal- 
*¢ lowed up.” . ‘ : : 

St. Stephen, the Protomartyr, in fpeaking of Mofes, fays 
thus: ** Mofes was mighty in word and deed; to whom, in 
*€ the wildernefs of mount Sinai, an angel appeared in a flame 
<< of fire in abuth. Him God fent for a prince and a deli.~ 
‘© verer of the people, by refcuing them from a fervile ftate of 
bondage, which he accomplifhed after doing wonders and 
*¢ miracles in the land of Egypt. ‘This is he that was in the 
<* congregation (the church) in the wildernefs, and converfed 
‘¢ with our fathers, who received the lively oracles to give un- 
“© to us.” ‘ 

The charatter given of Mofes by St. Ambrofe is as follows: 
«« Mofes (fays he) was the Figure of that Preceptor that was . 
“¢ to come, who should preach the Gofpel, fulfil the Old Tef- 
«© tament, build the New, and feed the people with celestial 
** aliment. Hence the dignity of the human condition is fo 
‘* highly advanced, that he is called by the name of God, 
“* I have made'thee a god to Pharaoh, Exod. vii. 1. that is, £ 
** have ‘given thee authority to fpeak to him in my name. 
And; indeed, he became his character ; for he was mafter 
<* of his paflions, not inclined to worldly defires, but, in mind 
“© and body, endeavoured to conduét himfelf after the likeness 
‘© of that perfection of his God, as far as nature would: pers 
‘* mit. And, therefore, we read quite differently of him, to 
«© what we do of others, who die through fome defect of nature. 
¢¢ With him it was otherwife; for, notwithftanding his great 
** age, he retained the ufe of -all his faculties to the lait, his 
‘© eyes not failing, nor his natural force abated ; butdied ac- 
‘© cording to the word of the Lord.” . a ; 


a 


‘ 


* 


End of the Fourtu Boox. 
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to perambulate the iy without interruption; in 
‘CHAP. IL coniequence of which they had the opportunity of 
viewing, eee [Sears and other aonee 
ised tions raifed for the defence of the city. hat, to- 
Fofbua fucceeds Mofes. Sends [pies into Cae seo wards the clofe of the day, they retired to a houfe, 
are protecied by a woman called Rahab. | Fericho be- |) Feyated near the wall of the city, where they re- 
Sieged , and laid wafte by the Hebrews. Fofoua forms |) frethed themfelves, and intended leaving the place 
a league with the Gibeonites. Obtains a complete early the next morning. While they were at this 
houfe, information had been given the king, that 
f there were {pies in the city from the Hebrew camp, : 
and character of Fofoua. E and that they were concealed in the houfe of a 
woman named Rahab ; ‘in confequence of which an 
: order was iffued for apprehending them; and that, 
FTER the accuftomed ceremonies were || if they did not confefs who they were, and on what 
over, and the lait duty paid to the memory bufinefs they came, they fhould be put to the tor- 
of Moies, Jofhua ordered the people to get ture. As foon as Rahab was informed of this 
: themfelves in readinefs for marching, and, |} fhe communicated the intelligence to the fpics, and 
in the mean time, difpatched certain perfons to Je- taking them to a retired part of the houte, con- the fier 


| congueft over the Canaanites. Divides their lands 

y 

} 

nee -THChO, in-order to learn the ftrength of the place, and || ceagled them, by covering them over with a large are potest« 


among the different tribes. Lot of each tribe. Death 





Convenes 


ne lesders. the difpofition of the inhabitants. On this occafion |{ quantity of flax. That when the officers of juttice fabs Be 
othenites, he convened the leaders of the tribes of Reuben and || came in fearch of them, Rahab told them; there 
Gad, and the half tribe of Menaffes: the latter of had, indeed, been ftrangers there, but that, after 
whom had been promifed to fettle in the country of || fupper, they departed ; and as the time was but fhort 
the Amorites, which includes a feventh part of the fince they went, if they were the dangerous people 
land of Canaan, fufpeéted, fhe did not doubt but, by immediate 
endeavours, they might be eafily taken. The ho- 
em of When thefe leaders were affembled together, Jo- nefty of the woman’s countenance, and the fimple 
irfolemn fhua reminded them of the promites they. had made manner in which fhe expreffed ‘herfelf, fatisfied the 
nan tO Motes, and earneftly intreated them, not only for officers, and they immediately left the houfe to 
Nites, his fake, but alfo for their own, to fulfill their en- go in queft of the fpies; but after travelling fome 
Sagement. They chearfully complied with Jofhua’s way, and finding no likelihood of fucceeding, they 
requeft, and immediately joined his army with a body defifted from their, purfuit, fuppofing they had 
of 50,000 men. effectually made their efcape. ‘That when the con- 
. fufion which ae ee seer eReds pe in fome 
5 : i degree fubfide ahab uncovered them, related 
Jofhua having received this affiftance, marched || Wit had paffed, and pointed out the great dint 
sa his whole army about fixty furlongs Haan ger to which fhe had expofed herfelf and family 
the banks of the‘rivér Jordan. They had fearce for their protection; as a return for which fhe 
pitched their tents, before the {pies, who had been exacted from them an oath, that when the city 
lent to Jericho, arrived, and gave the following ac- fhould be invelted, and rendered defolate by the Reh> 
count of what had happened to them during their Hebrews, (for fhe told them it had been revealed pain 
itay in that city. : to her by the Almighty that it fhould), they fhould trem ec 
. preferve her and her’ relations from’ the Bencera] fries in re 


turn, 














That the inhabitants, confidering them as {trangers deftruction. That they had faithfully promiled the 
come to gratify their curioficy, permitted thm protection fhe required, to effeé: which they had 
: 3 told 


ee se 


Rahab con- 
veys the 
{pies away 
in futety. 


The He- 
biew army 
pitch their 


tents on the Was CO 


borders of 
the river 
Jordan. 


A miracue 
lous paflage 
opened for 
Hebrews 
over the ri- 
ver, 
in which 


they paid, 


Jothaa 
ereete in ale 
taror twelve 
ftones, and 
confecrates 
by freritices. 


Hebrews ta- 
bour under 
adearth of 
Riana, 


Order 
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told her, that, when the found the city attacked, 
to fhut-herlelt -up, together: with. her. relations,-1n 
her houle ; and that, in order to diftinguifh it from 
the reft, fhe mult affix red itrings to the door, 


which fignal.fhould be communicated -to . the. ge- 


give fuch directions, 
That after this 
they departed, 


neral, who would, no doubt, 
as to fecure her from all danger. 
agreemenc was made between them, 


being affitted, by Rahab,.who, forthat pyrpofe, had. 


and faiténed + 





got a rope, to the top of Sne pant of 


the noule, 


unperceived. 


When the fpies had given_the relation to Jofhua, 
and the principal officers of the army, 
tion was held with Eleazar, the high-prieit, and the 
elders, whether the promife made by the ipies to 
Rahab ought to be -{tri€tly-obierved-3- which was 
agreed to py: thole fages, and the obligation; rati- 
tified. Nose bails ets oS BAe aA sts 

The Hebrews were on the, oppofite fide of the 
river to that of Jericho, and the great difficulty 
pais the river, the current being exceeding 
to be projected thar could 
facilitate their defign. ‘Lhete reflections gave great 
uneafinefs to Jofhua,; but his troubles wére 100n 
removed by # Divirle revelation from: the Al- 
mighty, who affured him, that thole obitacles ‘th uld 
be temoved, and that the’ river fhould be ren ered 
fo fordable, thar the army might pals it with the 
greatett fafety. 


rapid, and no method 


This Divine: promife was fulfilled-two days after: 


it was made, and the whole army paiied the river in 
the following order: first, the priefts bearing the 
ark, who were followed by the Levites$ carrying the 
tabernacle, and the holy veffels. ' After’ thele 


marched the whole army, divided into ranks, ac- 
cording to the order of their reipective tribes. 


The women and children were’ placed in the center 
of the army, that they might be the better fecured 
from the violence of the current. When the priefts 
entered the river, the rapidity of the ftream abated, 
and the water gradually dunk, till the bottom be- 
came quite dry; 4o that the whole multitude paffed 
over without the leaft apprehenfion of danger. 
The priefts were the laft who’ quitted the bed of 
the river; which they ‘had no fooner done, than the 
waters returned, and refumed their natural courfe ;' 
and thus was the promife made by the Almighty. 
amply fulfilled. ‘ ; te Mtg wl 


After paffing the river,. the whole army procceded, 
immediately on the .march, and encamped within, 
ten furlongs of the ‘city of Jericho. On this fpot. 
Jofhua erected an altar, contifting of twelve ftones, 
which, by his order, had, been brought by twelve 
princes of the feveral tribes, from the bottom of 
the river. "Chis altar was raifed by Jofhua, to. 
perpetuate the remembrance of the miraculous iepa-- 
ration of waters; and on it he offered facrifices, and 
celebrated the feaft of the paffover (a). , 


While the Ifraelites were on the other fide the 
river Jordan, they had, for fome time, laboured 
under reat difficulties trom the manna, which had 
‘been their principal fubfiftence during forty years 
in the wildernefs, having failed them; but when 
they came on that fide of the river next Jericho, 
thele inconveniencies were removed. It happened 
to be at the time when the harveft of the Canaa- 
nites was ripe, and the country well ftocked with 
cattle and other kinds of provifion ;’all which they 
had the power ofenjoying without interruption. 


From the apparent pufillanimity of the Canaa- 
nites, in fuffering the Ifraelites to ravage their coun- 
ury at dilerction, and at the fame time keeping 
themfelves fecured within the walls of the city, Jo- 
thua was convinced he fhould not be able to bring 


TUE EEE AEE 


(e«) This was the third time of their celebrating that fettival. 
Vhe firlt was at their departure out of Egypt, and the fecond 
ac their erecting the tabernacle at the foot of Mount Sinai. 

(6) Uere we may obferve, that whenever any of the public 
enemies of the Jews had been, for their wickednefs, folemnly 
devoted to deilredtion according to the Divine command, as 
were generally the fev'n wicked nations of Canaan, and those 
finners the Amalckites, it was utterly unlawful to permit thote 


by meang of Which they made their efcape. , 


a coniulta- : 


: likewite, denounced 





JEWS. 


them to a2étion, and therefore determined to lay 
fiege. to -the -place;-and - put: all -the- inhabitants: ro 
the fword. 


OF THE 


Book Y, 


Jothua re. 
folves un 
the fiego gf 
Jetiche, 


Having formed this refolution, on the firft day of 


the Feaft of the. Paffover-he orderéd-a-proceffion-to 


Jofhua, after delivering thefe inftructions to the 
army and people, marched towards the city, and 
proceeded yound the walls of itin the fame man- 


ner, and with the.fame ceremonies, as before men- 


tioned in the Feaft of the Paflover; bur, as they 
were paffing the feventh time, they made a halt, 


- when the- wall fuddenly gave way, and the whole 


fell to the ground. 


This furprifing and unexpected event threw the 
Canaanites into the utmo{t coniternation, injomuch 


! that they had not power to attempt the leait refift- 


ance. In confequence of this the Ifraelites imme- 


: diately entered the city, and, to obey the initruc-: 
: tions previoufly given them by Jofhua, put all to 


the fword (2), except Rahab and her family; the 
former of whom being brought before Jothua, he 


‘ rewarded her in the molt ample manner for the ter- 
‘ vices fhe had done him. 


To make a final deftruétion of the city of Je- 


_vicho, the Ifraclites, after murdering the inhabi- 
’ tants, fet iton fire, and the whole was reduced to 


an heap of afhes. A prophetical curfe (c) .was 
: againit any perfon who fhould 
ever after attempr to rebuild ic, that whoever 
fhould take upon him to hy the firft ftone might 
be punifhed by the lofs of his eldeft jon; and who- 
ever should finifh the work, his youngelt. In the 
city were found great quantities of gold, Silver, 
and brafs, the whole of which was of. immenie va- 
lue, and being gathered together, as Jofhua had 
ordered, he prefented it to the pricfts to be depo- 
fited in the facred treafury. 


Notwithftanding the caution Jofhua had taken 
to prevent private plunder, yet one Achar, the fon 
of Zebedee, and of the tribe of Judah, made a 
breach on the injunction, by concealing the cloak 
of the king of the Canaanites, which was not only 
rich in ittelf, but had about it as much gold as 
weighed two hundred fhekels. “Fle argued wich 
himielf, that.as he had hazarded his lite to obtain 
it, he thought he hada right to enjoy it, and that 
it would be ridiculous to offer that to God which 





enemies to be redeemed; but they were to be all utterly de- 
itroyed. See Numb. xxi. 2, &c. 

(c) The words of Jofhua’s execration in the text are as fol- 
low: ¢ Curfed be the man before the Lord that raifeth up 
and buildeth this city Jericho; he fhall Jay the foundation 
thereof in his firft-born, and in his youngelt fon fhall he fet 
up the gates of it.” Joth. vi. 26. ‘ 


Was. 


be made round the walls of the city, the manner of 
which was this: firft, a certain number of, priefts, 
carrying the ark, furrounded by a conficerable 
bodyyof7¢he troops s thefe were7foliowed by feven 
othet priefts; each blowing,a horn, 6trrumpet, to 
animate the foldiers; and the whole was clofed by 
the elders. In this manner chey marched round the 
walls of the city, and then returned to their camp. 


“Tis ceremony was repeated for fix fucceffive 
days; during which time not a fingle perfon of the 
Canaanites was teen without the walls of the city. 
On'the feventh day Jofhua, addréffing himlelf ‘noc 
only to the army, but the people in ieneral, told 
thens; that, onthar day~the city of Jericho fhould 
be delivered into their hands, and that without any 
efforts being inade on their parts to effect ic, for 
that‘the very walls would tall of themfelves, and 
the city would be rendered totally defenceleis. He 
ftri@tly charged them to, coniine attention to the 
deftruétion: of the inhabitants, all_of whom they 
fhould put to the fword, except Rahab and her 
family, that the oath might be ftri¢tly performed 
which had been given by the {pies, when they were 
on the other fide the river Jordan. Te likewife 
told them, .that whatever gold or filver they fhould 
find,.colay-it in a-heap on the dpot,-for it fhouid.be. 
dedicated to God as the firft fruits of a victory ob- 
tained over the Canaanites. ; 


Order of 
the priets 
procetlion 
with the 

ark. 


The walls 
of Jerichy 
give way, 
and fall o 
the grows, 


Jerichois 
taken, and 
al) the in- 
Jabiants 
put to the 
fword, ex 
cept Rahad 
and her 
friends. 


Great fpoit 
found in 
the city. 


Achar is 
found guilt; 
of thett. 
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‘Book V: 


God, asit was from his companions. 
The army of the ffraelites was at this time en- 


they fhould never again be fenfible ot the like mis- 
; fortunes they had experienced during their refi- 
; dence in the wildernets. . 
rhetixee . A Short time after the deftruction of Jericho, 
Lines are ree Jofhua fent out a detachment of 2000.men_ to in- 


i 


pildin = Yyeft Ain, another city, fituated ata fmall diftance 
ae ins from the former. In this atrack the Ifraelites met 


among whom were feveral perfons the relations ot 
diftinguifhed charaéters,- and the reft were obliged 
to jeek their fafety by fight. The news of this 
defeat greatly difpirited the whole army of the If- 
i raelites, who, from the promifes made them by 
i Divine revelation, had fet it down for granted, that 
f whatever project they engaged in, it would infal- 
trey att libly prove fuccefsful. From this difappointment, 
andhunble and the reflection of its confequences, they cloath- 
themfelves’ od themfelves with fackcloth, and fpent the day in 


da oe tafting and prayer. The mind of Jofhua was Ike- 
k wifé particularly impreffed with defpair; and pro- 
: {trating himfelf on the ground, in the moft fervent 
: manner addreffed the Almighty in words to the fol- 
. low effect: " 

5 “© Lord (faid he) we came not hither rafhly, or 
leh <¢ unadvifedly, to reduce this country under our 


fithGed, ** power-and dominion, but from a pure deference 


Be ve. | and refpect to the perfuafion of thy fervant. Mo- 
Ince old ‘i <6 =4 
“ this country, and 
“ over all our enemies. ‘The fudden change which 


*¢ has taken place, in the difappointment of our 


* unfuccetsful in any future attempts. Do thou, 
“© theretore, O Lord, who alone art able to give 
** us relief, help and preferye us. Vouchfafe unto 
“us comfort and victory; and be gracioufly pleat 
“ ed to give us future hopes, by removing the de- 
*¢ {pair under which we at prefent labour.” a 





When’ Jofhua had finifhed his prayer, God com: 
manded him to rife, and to purge the army ftom'a 
fwais pollution ic had acquired by a facrilegious theft, 
Forge his and which was the real caufe of the mifchief that 
fyead had befallen them. That there fhould be lots catt 
edo to find out the criminal, who fhould be made.an.ex- 
gens ample of for his perfidioufnefs; .-and that. after- 
fhe of Wards, whatever they undertook .fhould be attend- 
Wer. ed with fuccefs. : : rts 


_ Jofhua immediately communicated thefe inftruc- 


tions and affurances to the people; and calling to + 


him Eleazar, the high-prieft, and the princes ot the 
tribes, he ordered that lots fhould be. firlt.caft to 
difcover the tribe to which ‘the thief belonged. 
This was accordingly done, when it fell upon the 
tribe of Judah; in confequence of which lots were 
again cait among the feveral families of that tribe. 


He was accordingly taken into cuftody; and being 
delivered up the plunder in prefence of the multi- 
. tude. Upon this he was immediately put to an ig- 
nominious death, and, his body denied the accu- 
ftomed ceremonies of interment. : 


to the Divine command, he marched towards the 


fcade the preceding evening, ‘h 


Cifion, which was there renewed by the. Ifraelies. - Jt lay 


about eo ae to the eaflward of Jericho sand St. Jerome 
°. 6, ‘ 
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was only defigned for the ufe of man, -He there- 
fore dug a pit in his rent, and there hid the cloak ; 
fappofing that it would be equally hidden from 


camped at a place called by them Gilgal, which 
fignifies /iderty ; intimating, that they now thought 
themielves fecure from any future danger, and that 


with a warm repulfe : thirty-fix of them were flain, 


fes, to whom thou didft promife the pofeffion of 
that. we fhould be victorious. 


“© hopes, and lofs of our friends, greatly alarms. 
“us, and the more fo, left we fhould prove equally: 


On examination it appeared that the lot fell on: 
Achar, who belonged to the family of Zacchatis. : 


conicious of his iniquity, confeffed the fact, and ‘ 


When Jofhua had purged his seine Wereeable: _hafted to the, Gibeonites with the glad tidings of 


city of Ain; and planting a body of menin ambnu- | 
f ng e'the next morning | 
prefented himfelf in fight of the énemy with his’! 
main body. The Ainites were ‘fo elated with their + 


_ (4) This place received its name from the rite:of circum- 





former fuccefs, that, as foon as_they faw the Ifra- 

elites, they immediately advanced in the moft furi- 

ous manner to give them battle. On this Jofhua 
feigned a retreat, till, having drawn the Ainites a 
confiderable diftance trom the city, he made a ftop, 

and gave a fignal (which had been previoully a- 

greed on) tothe troops inambufh. Agreeable to 

this fignal they immediately entered the city, where 

they met with little oppofition; the greater part of 

the inhabitants having planted themfelves on the 

walls to-fee the aétion, in full confidence, from the 

fuccefs they had met with before, that the Ifraelites 

would be totally overthrown. Thefe detached 

troops made themfelves mafters of the city, and , 

puc the inhabitants to the fwords, while the grand 

army engaged that of the Ainites, and totally de- 

feared them.. The greater pare were killed in the Jo 
action ; and the remainder fled for protection to the iaysie 
city, not fulpecting that it was already in the hands wane, and 
of theirenemies; but when they difcovered its firu- theadits< 
ation, and the great danger they were in; they had yewauds tu 
immiediiate recourfe to fight, and concealed them- plunde: to 
felves in wilds and deferts. The booty taken on Us" 
this occafion was of immenfe value, confilting of °° 
great quantities of plate, coftly furniture, gold, 

filver, coined money, and other articles, all which 

were divided among the foldiers, as a reward for 

their paft, and an encouragement for their future, 
conduct, : : 


The great fuccefs of Jofhua againft the cities of 
Jericho and Ain, and the flaughter made among 
the inhabitants, had ftruck fuch a panic in the 
kings of the refpective provinces on that fide the 
river Jordan, that they confederated together, and 
entered itito a league for their mutual detence. But 
the Gibeonites, torefeeing the deftru€lion that a- rhe Give 
waited them, and being apprehenfive that all re- onitss we 
fiftance would be in vain, coniulted with their sannst x 
neighbours, the inhabitants’ of Cephirah and Keri- or jotus 
athjearim, among .whom it was agreed, thar endea- in the re- 
vours fhould be ufed to obtain a peace’ with the ttionof | 
Ifraélites: but as ‘they knew that could not be ef- Kee" 
fected fhould ic be known they were Canaanites, 
they had recourfe to the following ftratagem. They 
felected a certain number of artful men, who were -ryey air. 
inftructed ‘to, feign .themfelves ambaffadors come pach an 
from a very, diftant country, in_order to obtain a epitally to 
league with the péople of Ifrael.. To make this J 
ftory appear plaufible, they were dreffed in tattered 
garnients, with worn-out fhoes on their teet; and 
the bread they “took with them’ in their bags was fo: anttice 
mufty. as to:be. entirely ufelefs.. In this. fituation peer ty 
they arrived: at Gilgal (a), the place were. Jofhua Ween" 
was encampéd, to, whom being introduced, they 
told him, that, from che many miracles which God 
had wrought for. them jn the land of Egypt, and 
the wonderful fucceffes wherewith he had blefied 
their arms againit every. power that had oppoied 
them in their coming to that place, their {tates 
and rulers had .fent them from a very remote coun- 
‘try, to form’ a league of friendfhip with them, and 
‘that ‘on fuch conditions. as ‘were cuftomary_ with 
‘their forefathers. ‘They.then pointed ro their gar- 
ments, which’ they folemnly affured Jofhua were 
quite new when they fat out on their journey; but 
that the great length of it had reduced them to the 
ftate in which they then appeared. 


This plaufible tale gained fuch credit with the 
Ifraelites, that they entered into an amicable alll- 


.ance with them; and Eleazar, the.high-prieft, with 


the princes of the refpective tribes, folemnly rati- 
fied the oe ‘the whole multitude affenting to the 
When_ the bufinefs The am- 


oaths made‘ by their leaders. 
baffaders 


was over, the ambaffadors took their leave, and gipac 
their diftinguifhed fuccefs. 


A few days after the departure of the ambaffa- Thi7r 
dors the whole was difcovered, when it appeared co. 


covered. 


‘that the Gibeonites were inhabitants of Canaan, and 
‘that they refided at a {mall diftance from Jerufa- 





- tells us that it was,-in his time, held in great veneration by 


the inhabitants of the country. 


R lem. 
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Though the great deftruction made by the army 
of the Mraelites had ftruck a terror in molt parts 
of Canaan, yet it had not that effect on the princes 
of the north, who, inftead of being ‘intimidated, - 
formed-the refolution of boldly attacking Jofhua. 
They accordingly drew their forces together, and A roverit 
pitched their camp at Berothz, a city of the Upper ppciesr 
Galilee, not far from the. waters of Merom (c). the Canna. 
Their-army confifted of 300,000 foot, 10,000 horte, i king 
and 2000 Chariots. ee eee 


66 ANTIQUITIES oF THE 
Jem. | This difcovery greatly alarmed Jofhua, who 
fent for the governors, and reproached them: for 
having praétited fuch a deception; to which they 
replied, that they were compelled to do ir in their 
own defence, as they had _reafon to think they 
fhould otherwife fhare a Gimilar fate with the inha- 
bicants of Jericho and Ain. Jofhua was defirous 
of having the Jeague cancelled ; bur as it was con- 
firmed by.a folemn ‘oath, this could not be done 
without incurring the Divine difpleafure. Ic was 
therefore refolved, in order to appeafe the’ people, 












The Gibeo~ 


nites fub- : i seat When the Hraelites underftood what a_formi- 
jectert to that, as a punifhment for the impofition, oer ee - dable army was raifed againft them by-the Canaan- 
es cee thould ever after be kept ina ftate o bon- |} ites, they became greatly difpirited ; and even Jofhua 


When the confederate princes (who were five in 
Tae kingof NUMber, the- principal of whom was the king of 
Jerufalem — Jerufalem) heard of the feperate treaty made by the 
entersinto 2 Gibeonites, and the artful manner in which it was 


league with 


four neigh- obtained, they refolved to be revenged on them for 
Danes. defertion of the common caufe. Accordingly they 
ings, a 


Kings) ae Joined all their forces, and marched towards their 
withthe Gi- City, witha determined refolution of laying fiege to 
beonites. it.’ When they came within a {mall diftance of the 

place they pitched their tents, intending to begin 

the attack early the next morning. In the mean 
athe Gibeo- time the Gibconites difpatchéd a meffenger to Jo- 
nites apply flaua, imploring" his ‘immedidte.affiftance, as they 
to fothua tor rouft otherwife inevitably fall. into the hands of the 


aid againtt . s . ‘ < 
theentee Canaanites. Jofhualoft no time in complying with 
derates. the requeft otf the, Gibeonites, and marching his 


army the whole night. he, the next morning, ar- 
rived at the fpot where the enemy were encamped. 
Jothua’haft- He immediately léd on his troops to action; and 
enswith his the Cannaanites, finding all refiftance was likely to 
armyte prove ineffectual, fled, but were purfued by the If 
eae raélices to a,place called Beth-hora. In_this expe- 
‘ ition God had all along encouraged Jofliua, by 
promifing him fuccef§; and therefore, as the con- 
federate forces were endeavouring to ¢fcape, an 
fave themlelves by flight, ‘he fuffered ‘a violent itorm 
Adreadtut OF hail (4) to fall, the ftones ‘of which wete fo large 
tempett. ""’ that more people were Geers by them thah whar 
~ fell by the fword. As a farther proof of Divine’ in- 
terpolition, acircumftance occurred on'that day, the 
like of which never happened éither‘befédre dr; {ince ; 
Thefin namely, the fun itfelf itood {till (4).id the ‘firma- 
Adads ie “ent, that the [fraelitces might not want day: light 
to compleat the viétory. ‘This laf circumftahce is 
moft exprefsly attefted ‘in the ‘Holy Scriptures, ac- 
cording to the copies ‘preferved in the'ternple.’ * 


enemy lo 
flight. 


The confederate kings, finding thémfelves fo 
clofely purfued, and Jikely to be eithet flain or 
made captives, concealed’ themfelves in a cave ata 
place called Makkedah,; intelligence of which be- 
ing given.to Jofhua, he ordered the cave to be 
blocked up, and a guard placed over it. After he 





- himfelf was almoft funk into defpair. 
‘ were difpelled, on Jofhua’s receiving affurances 


. 


. mies; and; to make their conqueft compleat, he was firt intni. 
' commanded to kill their horfes, and burn their cha- dad bu 


advance with all poffible difpatch, they fell fo fud- 4 ies 


thrown into diforder. 


fword. 








‘part of the country, and fixed the holy tabernacle: cesss#: 


But they 


‘ ud ¢, 
from God that they fhould overcome their ene- [7% 


Ws army a¢ 




















riots: ; afterwards 
_ Encouraged by this Divine protection, Jofhua 
immediately marched his army again{t that of the vineais 
Canaanites. On the fifth day he came within 
fight of their camp, and ordering his troops to 


denly on the enemy, that they were immediately adione. 
| Thofe who attempted re- fesia 
fiftance were all lain on the fpor: and fuch as fied, Cunt 
being purfued, were overtaken and flain. Their are tora 
horfes were alfo all killed, and their chariots conr- muted 
mitted to the flames. : ; ae 


The fuccefs of this day made Jofhua abfolute 
mafter of the country. He purfued his rout to a 
confiderable diftance, plundering every town he 
came to, and putting all the inhabirants: to the’ ki 
\ In fhort, the whole country was one con- The wk § 
tinued. fcene of defolation, and the inhabitants of comes § 
it totally extirpated, except a {mall number who "le 
had accidentally efcaped, and fecured themfelves haviun 
in places of great ftrength. Such was the defola. swim 
tion made inthe land of Canaan during.awar of 
only. five years. os : . ‘ Jofhin 

the counsam 


. Jofhua, having thus reduced the Canaanites, re- avid f 
turned ‘with his army to Gilgal, from whence, #7" § 
aftera fhort time, he remoyed to the mountainous. 





ed, by 
army of 


ofhus 


in the city of Shiloh. The firuation of this place Sik» § 
was exceeding delightful; and here it was that Sits 
Jofhua intended, when circumftances would per- tec 
mit, to build a temple. thert. 


‘i é 3 Joh. 

From Shiloh Jofhua removed, with all his peo- : 
ple, to. Shechem, where he erected an altar, as had pred 
been fome years before appointed by Moles, He alu § 
then divided his army, one half of which was 
laced on Mount Garizim, and the other half on ; 
ount Gebal. . At the Jatter place he erected another 








Theconfee Feturned from purfuing the enemy, he ordered the }} altar, on which the priefts offered. facrifices ;. and Aime] 
derate kings Cave to be opened, and the kings being brought |{ when they had denounced the malediétion before Gis | 
arctaken, forth, they were hung upon trees till the evening, |} recited, andengraved them upon the altar, they re- : 
ual by phen ee Bodies mee aise down, pod ees turned to Shiloh. 
Toe : i t : 2 ‘Ditc . 7 . ; 
fia, for a fanctuary pecans ther fepulehre ee At this place, a fhort time after, Jofhua con- jf 
‘ Se ne OS joes. ade vened ‘a general aflembly of the peoplé; and, after iss 
After this defeat,’ -Jofhua proceeded to the fouth- eens them Of ah great fuccefs they had met wi) 
ern parts of-Cariaah where, having deftroyed the || Wt h ron f ah affiftance of the Divine protec 50.4 
inhabitants, and feized their moft'valuable pof- ‘}} Thom. He © ere » that the Canaanites had ftill 
feffions, he returned with, hisarmy.'to the camp at , pany cities in their poffeffion, which were rendéred 
Gilgal. ai Ane ere ‘fo ftrong by nature and art together, as to be almott 
(a) The propriety and intent of the miracles performed this wondered at, when we confider that Homer, who wrote above 
day are thus explained bya learned Divine: ‘* All nations || a thoufand years after Jofhua, is their oldeft writer now extant 
had at that time their feveral tutelary. deities, to whole protec- Letters were not then known among the heathens, and there- 
tion they committed themfelvés and their country, and of :}] fore itis no wonder that fuch a circumflance fhould have been 
whofe power they judged by their fuccefles in war. Now the .}] forgotten. “ , , f 
three principal deities whom the inhabitants of Canaan adored (c) Some of the learned are of opinion, that by the Waters 
were the fun, the moon, and heavens or air. ‘To convince | of Merom are meant the lake Semechon, which fies between 
them, therefore, in their own way, that the gods in whom they .|] the head of the river Jordan and the lake Genefareth. _ But 
trufted were fubjeét tothe God of Ifrael, and‘ to punith thei, || othérs imagine that thefe waters were fomewhere about the 
at the fame time, for the worfhip they paid them, the Lord -']] brook Kifhon, there being a place of that name mentioned in 
fhowered down great hail-itones from the -heavens or: air,- || ‘the account of the battle again Sifera, Judges v.-2r. tis, 
which flew vaft numbers of their powerful army, and then .j{ however, more reafonable to think, that the confederate kings 
itopped the two great luminaries in their courfe, which gave, advanced as far as the brook Kifhon, and to a pafs which led 
i the Iiraclites time and opportunity to complete their victory into the country, to hinder Jofhua from penetrating it, than t 


it over the remainder.” : 
u (4) The deilts have greatly cavilled at this miracle, on ac- 

count of its nut being recorded by heathen writers. But that’ 
it fhould not be mentioned by them is not in the leaft to be 


imagine they waited for him in the midit of their own country, 
leaving all Galilee at his mercy, and the whole track from the 
brook Kifhon to the lake Semechon, See Wells’s, Geography 
of the Old Teltaments : x , 
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Menailes, 
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Naphthali, 
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impregnable. That as ic mull confequently be a 
work ot time to fubdue them, he thought it ad- 
vileable, in the firlt place, that thofe tribes who 
came with them from the other fide of Jordan, and 
had a@itted them with fuch fidelity in, dellroying 
their enemies, fhould be diimified, with fuitable 
acknowledgements for their _fervices, And, fe- 


- condly, that a proper perfon fhould be cholen out 
_ for every tribe, who fhould aét as commiffioners for 


raking, an exact furvey of the captured land, a pro- 


- per ftate of which fhould be laid before another 


aflembly convened for the purpote. 


Thefe propoficions being univerfally approved of 
by the people, commiffioners (one out of cach of 
the tribes, who were to partake of the divifion 
of the country) were aceoraine chofen ; and_ a 
certain number of men, diftinguifhed for their fu- 
perior knowledge in furveying, were appointed to 
amitt them. As fome parts of the country were re- 
markable for the richnefs and fertility ot the foil, 
while others were almoift barren, they had inftruc- 
tions to také the admeafurement agreeable to the 
quality ; fo that though one part might be much 


. more extenfive tharranother, yet the whole divifions 


might be, onan average, of equal value. 


Thefe commiffioners, with their afiftants, having 
executed the bufinefs on which they were fent, re- 
turned, at the expiration of feven months, to Shi- 
loh, which was at that time the feat of the taberna- 
cle. On their arrival, Jofhua convened another 
aflembly, confifting of Eleazar, the high-prictt, to- 
gether with the elders, and the princes of the re- 
ipe€tive tribes. When the itate of the admeafure- 
ment was laid before them, Jofhua divided the 


f whole copntry.(4) between the nine tribes and the 


enaffes, proportioning the fhares_ to 


half tribe of 
alf tribe o The differ- 


the number of families in each tribe. 
ent allotments were as follow: 


To the tribe of Judah was affigned all the Up- 
per Judes, extending, in length, to the city of Je- 
rufalem, and, in breadth, to the lake of Sodom ; 
in which compafs were included the cities of Af- 
calon and Gaza. 


The tribe of Simeon had that part of Idumaa 
which borders.on Egypt and Arabia. 


To the tribe of Benjamin was allotted all that 
part of the country,. which extends, in lengtlt, from. 
the river Jordan to the fea, and, in breadth, trom- 
Jerulalem to Bethel. This diftrict is exceeding 
imall in proportion to the reft; but the quality- 
makes amends for the quantity, more efpecially .as- 
it contains the two citigs of Jericho and Terai 


The tribe of Ephraim had, for their lot, that part 
of the country which reaches,’ in length, from Jor- 
dan to Gadara, and, in breadth, from Bethel to the 
Great Plain, ; 


To the half tribe of Menaffes was allotted that 
track of land which reaches, in length, from the 
river Jordan to the city of Dora, and, in breadth, 
to the city of Bethfana, fince known by the name of 


Scythopolis.. 


The tribe of Iffachar had, for their Jor, all thac 
parc of the country which. reaches, in length, {rom 
the river Jordan to Mount@armel, andy in breadth» 


to Mount Itabyr. 


To the tribe of Zebulon was affigned all that, 
track of land which borders on. Mount Carmel and 
the fea, and ftands as far as the lake Genelareth. . 


The tribe of Affer had, for their lor, all the 
country behind Mount Carmel, poppaite to Sidon, 
in which diftriét was included the city of Arie, 
otherwife called Actipus. - . 


To the tribe of. Naphthali was allotted the Up- 
per Galilee, and the ¢aftern (parts of the country, 





fa} 'Tha meafarcs pots took, on-this accaGoa,, wore ex- 
ngily conforinable to the ordera which God had giyen to Mofes. 
Unto thefe foall the land ba divided sor an inheritance, ‘according 
to the number of namer, Tomany thou foalt give'the more in- 


’ 


ITIrS 


' plate, furniture, ‘and other articles; fo chat though 
; the number of poeple was great, each perfon had a mongst the 
| very confidtrab 


. * blifh-ug in this. country, but to.promife.a 
r tual poffedion of it. to: our pofterity , and 
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including the city of Damateus, Mount Libanns, 
and the head of the river Jordan, Which takes its 
rie from that fide of the mount belonging to the 
city of zlree. 


G7 


The tribe of Dan had, for their own fhare, all Pe 
the vallics lying to the weit between Azocus and 
Doran, together with the cities of Jamnia and 
Gittha, with the whole country from Aceron, where 
the portion allotted co the tribes of Judah com. 
mences, 


Thus did Jofhua divide, among the nine tribes 
and a half, the fix provinces of the Canaanites. 
which received their names from fo many of the 
fons of Canaan. The feventh province (named 


’ Amorrheea, from another of the fons of Canaan) 


was not at his difpofal, it having been long before 
granted by Mofes to the other half tribe. of Me- 
haffes, and the two tribes of Reuben and Gad. 
Thofe parts of the country which belonged to the. 
Sidonians, Arucaans, Ainathzans, and Arithzans, 
being, at the time the above divifion was made, un-~ 
inhabited, were totally excluded. 


Jofhua, being now far advanced in years, and 
fearful, from the natural infirmities of age, he 
fhould not be able, much longer, to hold the 
reins of government, called together the .heads of 
the different tribes, to whom he gave a ftriét charge, 
that they would be particularly diligent in ufing hews » 
their ucmoft endeavours to deftroy the Canaanites,, the diferent 


Jotlua cone 


and not fuffer any to refide in the land they’ pof- ye" 
feffed, and which had been divided amongft them by. tem ur 


lots. Ele told them that a ftrict attention to this try te ss 
requeft_ would be in conformity to the will of their Census. 
late legiflator Mofes, and that it was fully confiltenc 

both with their laws and_ religion. e likewile 

ftriétly charged them to deliver up to the Levites 

the remaining thirty-eight, out of the forty-eight, ci- 

ties affigned them b les; they being, already. in 
poffeffion of the other ten, firuated' in Amorrhaza, 

on the other fide the river Jordan. .‘Vhree of thefe 

cities he affignedas. places of refuge, being earneitl 

folicitous that nothing fould be neglected which 

Motes had ordaincd. The firft of thefe cities was 
Hebron, belonging to the tribe of Judah; the fe- Cities of 
cond Shechem, belonging to the tribe of Ephraim, fin.” 
and the third, Ceden, in Upper Galilee,‘ belonging shechem, 
to the tribe df Naphrhali.” “Fhefe regulations were and Celene 
received by the people with univerfal applaufe, they 

being very willing to pay a ftrict_ attention and re- 


" verence tothe ordinanceseof Moles. 


After Jofhua had Jaid thefe injundtions on the 


! prorlss he proceeded to divide the plunder, which 
a 


iad been taken frony the Canaanites, among his somua ai- 
foldiers. It contiftec of cattle and Aocks' innume- vides inc 
rable, together with. great quantities of money, fil, wih 


was im. 
menle, t= 
fuldleis. 


¢ booty. 
A few days after Jofhua hac made thefe regula- 


Y tions, he affermbled tagether the auxiliaries (namely; 
; the tribes of Reuben and Gad, with the : half tribe 
| of Menafits: 


1 confifting of 50,000 men) who had’ 
come with him from the ather fide the river Jor- 


‘ dan, and Had aflifted him with fidelity during: the 


whole ,courfe of the'-war again che Canaanites, 
When thefe people were-aflenbled together, Fofhua- 
addrefféd them in words to-the' following, ¢ Feet He 


“ Friends and Brethren, i : 
*¢ Sceing it hath pleafed God not only to efta- 


fof evi, 


KP PC- Jota dite 
ince ‘miss. the 


* God_has been likewife pleaféd to accept. your Wem 49 
proffered fervice cuir us to fubdue, Curae! fieuh 

- mies, je.is bug yeafanable, that you, who have. 

: fhared fo great apart, in the dangers and difficul. 

fe ties of the war, fhoyld now fhare a part alfa in 

* the comforts and, -bleflings of a common peace, 





hevitance, and to faw thaw foalt give the ign interitance. 
Notavith, a land foall be divided by lat s accurding to 
let fall the polfefion thereof be divided betnvien many and finv. 
See Numb. xxvi, 53, &c. 7 
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Jothua’s 
final ore 
ders, 


“The peo- 
ple weep at- 
the depar- 
ture of their 
brethren, 


Analtar | 
erected | | 
near the 
place of 
paflage over 
the river 
Jordan, as 
a memorial 
of the 
league bee 
tween the 
tribes on 
each fide 
the river. 


The erctt- 
ing of the 
altar caufes 
jealoufy and 
futpicion, 


Phineas,and 
ten refpect- 
able men, 
frnt to exe 
poftulate 
with the 
difcontent- 
ed tribes. 


An affernbly 
called. 


Addrefs of 
Shineas. 
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ANTIQUITIES of tit JEWS: 


-To this end we think it but juftice to difcharge 
you trom any farther attendance at prefent; ‘not 


doubting but, if occafion fhould require it, you 


will readily contribute your affiftance at any fu-- 


ture period. For the fervices you have already 
done us, accept our roft grateftl_acknowledg- 
ments; and we hope that the fenfe of good of- 
fices gone and paft, may be improved into 2 mu- 
tual and inviolable league of friendfhip for the 
time to come, remembering that we -{tand in- 


debted for the advantages already received, next- 


under God, to the force of this reciprocal alli- 
ance. Your fervices have not gone unrewarded, 
fo far, at leaft, as an ineftimable booty may be con: 
fidered asarecompence. Be affured you will ever 
find in me a molt fince friend, being fufficiently 
fatisfied that you have paid a ftrict attention to 
the laft will of Mofes, and that you have done 
every thing in your power that, was confiftent 
with his ordinances. now give you full liberty 
to depart to your refpective homes, and moft fin- 
cerely wifh you to enjoy the advantages you have 
received from our great fuccefs in war. Let no 
diftance of place, no interpofition of rivers, fet 
limits to our friendfhip, or divide our affections ; 
for, however feperated, we are all Hebrews ftill. 
It was from one and the fame God that Abraham, 
and all our forefathers, received their being; and 
it is that God we are all toworfhip, according to 
the ordinances and inftitutions left us by Mofes. 
So long as we ftand firm to our religion, we may 
be affured of the favour and_ protection of that 
God for our ‘comfort: but fhould you deviate 
from you religious principles, and_embrace ido- 
Jatry, depend upon it the God of your fathers 
-'will defert and forfake you.” : 


When Jofhua had finifhed his fpeech, he took a 


folemn ‘and diftinét leave, firft ot the princes, and 


then of the people; and 
for their own country. 

nied them a confiderable wa 
the latter teftified their affection by tears and la- 


they immediately departed 
The other tribes accompa- 
3-and when they parted, 


mentation. 


As foon as the difbanded tribes arrived on ‘the 


other fide the river. Jordan, they erected an jaltar 
near the place where they and their-brethren mira- 
culoufly paffed over; not for. any religious ufe, but 
as a memorial to fucceeding generations, that, though 
they were parted by the river, they were of the fame 
defcent and religion, and held’an équal right to the 
tabernacle at Shiloh, .and to the .worfhip of God 


performed there, as.their brethren on the other fide. 


the river. ‘The latter, either from being, mifinformed, 
or mifapprehending the intent of this altar being 
erected, fellinto a violent rage againft them, as 
apoftates from the true religion; and’ immédiately 


took up arms in vindication of the worfhip and re- 
ligion of their forefathers, and to avenge the caufe 
of 


God upon the heads and chief authors of. this 


defection. But, before they proceeded to thefe ex- 
tremities, their rulers advifed them to fufpend the. 
execution of their wrath till they had fent a depu- 
tation, in order to.know their reafon for building 
fuch an..altar. ‘Whis:-being agreed to by the people, 


ar 


vened an aflembly of the 
dreffed them as follows : 


oe 


they made choice of Phineas,:the fon of Eleazar, 
with . ten. 
go on the embafly. 


ten other perfons of.eminent_diftinction, to 
* As foon'as thefe commiffioners 
rived'on the other fide the river Jordan, they con- 
people, when Phineas ad- 


} ot 


“© We are very fenfible that the crime charged on 
you at prefent is of too lieinous a nature to be pu- 


« nifhed by words only; but we have not rathly 
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taken up arms to execute vengeance iin propor- 
tion to the degree of iniquity committed: “We 
have confidered that you are in alliance with us, 
and hope that, in ferious reflection, and a proper 
admonition from us, you will be made fenfible of 
your error, and brought to a proper fenfe of .your 
duty. We defire that you will frankly and ho- 
neftly inform us, upon what motives, and with 
what defign, you ereéted this altar. If it was 
from motives confiftent with the religion of 
7 aE 
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turned the following anfwer : 
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‘No particular occurrence took place from this 


. facrilegioufly violated.. 


‘Ifraelites, and profefféd Canaanites.”” 


_ This anfwer gave great fatisfaction to the depu- 
ties, who immediately returned to Jofhua, :and an 
affembly being called, related to them the'particu-: 
lars of ‘all. that had paffed. _ Not only. Jofhua, 
the princes of the tribes, and, in fhort, all the peo-, 
ple, rejoiced atthe refult of this embafly; for which 
they offered facrifices. of thankfgiving’to God. 
When this was- done,’ Jofhua difmiffed the people, 
and retired-to Shechem. gov 


Mofes, we are-not angry. with you; but if. you: 
are gone over to a falle worfhip, we mutt. draw.. 
our iwords in defence of thar ee you have fo. 
We moit fincerely hope. 
the latter is not the cafe; for we cannot. think it- 
poffible that a people fo well acquainted with the. 
laws of God, our friends and allies, from’ whom. 
we have fo lately parted, can be fo infenfible and 
ungrateful, as to abandon the holy. tabernacle, : 
the ark and the altar, and the worfhip of your 
forefathers, to join, with our enemies, the Cana- 
anites, in the worfhip of falfe gods. Should this . 
unfortunately be the cafe, we intreat you to re- 
pent, and’return to that reverence you owe to, 
the laws of God and your_ country, and you fhall: 
be again received: but if you obitinately perfitt' 
in your error, we muft compel you to obedience 
by ‘force of arms. Do not imagine that, becaute- 
you are feperated from us by a river, you are. 
therefore out of the reach of God’s power; for- 
you are under his jurifdiction wherever you exift.: 
If the cemptations of the placein which you ‘live 
are too powerful for you to withftand, Yemove to- 
adiftant country ; for depend on it, if you con-- 


tinue-here, and perfevere in your error, deftruction’ «: 


will be the confequence. Take advice in time}: 
relinquifh you apoltacy, and adore the true God, 
who will ever protect you, as he has hitherto done 
your forefathers. Conficer well what is now faid’ 
to you; and do‘not put us to the neceffity of com- 
mencing a war that will be exceeding difagreeable 
to us, and infallibly deftructive to you. You 
have {till your choice left, either to continue. 
friends, by returning to your duty, or otherwife 
to become enemies; in the latter of which cafes: 
no diftinétion will be “made between ° ‘apoftate: 


When Phineas had finifhed his fpeech, one oF the: 


‘rulers of the aflembly, in the name of the, whole’ 


founded. We have not made the leaft breach in 
the alliance fo ‘happily formed with our brethren 
onthe other fide Jordan; nor-have we been guileyr 
of any affectation or novelty in erecting this al- 
tar. We know but one God, who is the God of 
allthe Hebrews; and but one altar, which is the 
brazen ‘altar before the tabernacle. Withi -refpect’ 
tothe altar in queftion, it was never intended -for. 


‘ any religious ufe, but ony a memorial'to-pof— 


terity of our mutual friendfhip and alliance. and: 
rather to keep us fteady in our antient ‘religion,: 
than to be any ways inftrumental to the violation 
of it., God is our witnefs that this, and this only, 
was the occafion’ of the altar being erected ;. 
whence we intreat you to lay afide thofe fufpicions 
you have entertained, and not impute to us what 
would render any part of the pofterity of: Abra- 


‘ 


Boox y, 


multitude; addreffing ‘himfelf ‘to the députies, re- +... 


“ The accufation you have laid aang us is i}]- "The rp 
A 7 
leét trite, 


ham, ‘who fhould be guilty of fuch conduét; des > |! 
le . pat ieey 


. ferving of immediate deat 


but 


The depu- 
ties are ptf 
fedtly fatil-- 
fied with 
the reply i 


As are 
Jofhua ad 
the’peaple 
in general. 
I etna aif- 
imitfes the 
and retires, 
toShee * 


period till the.death of Jofhua, which happened st: 
about twenty years after. .He was at this time far 


advanced in years, and. findin 


at 


1 his diiYolution near 
hand, he convened an affembly of the leaders of 


the‘tribes, the elders, magiftrates, and-as many-of 
the common people as could be gathered together. Joshua eal 


When the whole appeared before 
them in a pertinent difcourfe, onthe great benefits and 
protection they had received from the hand of Pro- 


“nt 


im, he harangued 4 generst« 
femblys ae 
delivers hit 
Tatt exhort2- 


vidence. He pointed out to them in what manner tion wt 
|. he had preferved them even in the midft of dangers ; ny 
: : : : iy eo and /°™ 







atof 
Heazar, the 
gh-pricit. 
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and that he had not only relicved them in all their 
wants and diltrefles, but had railed them from the 
mott abject to the moti profperous ftuation in lite. 
For thele great and diftinguuhed bencdits he itrictly 
enjoined them to be always diligent and attentive to 
their religious duties ; and, if they would wilh to 
preferve the favour of cheir greac benefactor, to 
live in the fear and love of him, and in the obier- 
vance of his commandments. He told chem, that 
as this would, in all probability, be the la{t time he 
fhould have the opportunity of addrefling himitelt 
to them, he hoped what he had faid would remain 
impreffed: on their minds, and chat in remembrance 
of him, and their great legiflator Motes, they would 
conduct themlelves in fuch a manner, as to obtain 
happinefs in this world, and everlaiting felicity in 


the next. 


When Jofhua had finifhed his addrefs, he difmif- 
{ed the alembly, a fhort time after which he paid 
the debrof nature. At the time of his death he was 
in the 110th, year of his age, 40 of which were {pent 
under the dire€tion of Modes, whom he fucceeded 
in the adminiftration, ‘and in which office he con- 


tinued 26 years. 


He was a man who poffeffed great prudence, and 
had a manner ot MeL ieark his thoughts that gave 
pleature to all who heard him. He was brave and 
indefatigable in war ; and in times of peace he con- 
ducted himtelf in fuch-a mannes as to acquire the 
univerfal good-will and affection of the people. 
His remains were depofited at ‘Mhamna, a city be- 
longing to the tribe of Ephraim. 


About the fame time that Jofhua died, Eleazar, 
the high-prieft, alfo paid the debt of nature, and 
was iucceeded in the priett-hood by his fon Phi. 
neas. His remains were depofited in the city of 


Gabatha. 


CHAP. UH. 


udah. Their fuccefs again the Canaanites. ‘Fe-~ 
rufalem befieged. “The people become difobedient. 
The Benjamites maltreat the wife of a Levite. A 
civil war between them and the other tribes. The 
Benjamites defeated, after which a peace is made, 
and they are reftored to their former privileges, 


Alas the death of Jofhua the people had a 
confultation with Phineas, relative to the far- 
ther profecution of the war againft the Canaanites ; 
when it was refolved that it fhould be carried on 
with the greateft vigour, and that the chief com- 
mand and direction of it fhould be committed to 
the tribe of Judah, who fhould be affifted by the 
tribe of Simeon. 


The Canaanites wereat this time exceeding f{trong, 
and receiving intiination of the intentions of the 
Hraelites, they gathered together a great army un- 
der the command of Adonibezec, and, encamped 
themfel ves near the city of Bezec. Their principal 
expectations of fuccefs were built on the lofs of 
Jofhua; but they foon found themfelves deceived ; 
for when the two tribes of Iraelites attacked them, 
they fell on with fuch refolution, that the Canganites 
immediately gave way, and upwards of 10,000 were 
killed on the ipot. Great numbers took to flight, 
but being clofe purfued by the I{raelites, few of 
them efcaped. Adonibezec, their leader, was taken 
prifoner, and being 
the two tribes, they ordered his thumbs and great 
toes to be cut off, in like manner as he had done to 
no lefs than fevency little kings or princes; fo that 
the fimilitude of punifhment made thesyrant reflect 
on his own cruel difpofition, and acknowledge the 
Juftice of God in whar he had brought upon him. 


The two united tribes, after the conquelt of Be- 
zec, purfued their route farther into che country, 
0, 


ANTIQUITIES 


The government of the Ifraelites, vefted in the tribe of \\ 


brought before the leaders of | 


OF JEW s. fy 


plundered the refpective towns through which they 

pafled, and put the inhabitants to che fword. “Vhey 

at lenech laid fiege to Jeruialem, and loon made jenieen 
themiclves matlers of the fuburbs ; buc finding bucged. 
the city itelf too ftrongly fortified both by nature fesse ons 
and art, they gave up all thoughts of attempting ieuprer 
to reduce it. ' 


THLE 






Derag betes 
Bae tke 
From Jerufalem the Ifraelites proceeded to He- tiege ia 

bron, which they entered by allauic, and after plun- rated. 
dering the inhabitants, put them all to, the fword. pepron 
This place was given to the Levites, with a part of uken by 
the land round it to the amount of 2000 cubits, fore 
The other part which belonged to it was given to 
Caleb, who was one of the {pies employed by Mofes 
to make difcoveries in the land of Canaan. A di- 
vidend was alfo given to the poiterity of Jethro, 
Moies’s father-in-law, becaufe they had lete their 
native country, and bore a part with the Hebrews 
in the war. 





After the reduétion of Hebron the two tribes Many other 
marched in fearch of farther conquetts 5; and took plces of 
many cities, both on the mountains and on the plains, (n= C>- 
near the fea. They had fome thoughts of jaying duced ae 
fiege to the two cities of Gaza and Aicalon, but as the liract- 
they were ftrongly fortified, and the inhabitants had "* 
great numbers ot chariots, they thought proper to 
relinquifh the defign. 


Having now amaffed confiderable wealth by the 
conquetts already made, the two enterprifing tribes 
of Judah and Simeon refolved, for the prelent, tO pine. 97 
lay afide all farther profecution of the war againtt Judah and 
the Canaanites. They therefore broke up their Simeon 
camps, and retired co their redpective habitations. (t's bam 
cultivate 
the arts of 


The tribe of Benjamjn, to whofe lot the city of 
Jerufalem fell, ¢ ded wi inhabit: oe 
: falem fell, compounded with the inhabitants, 
and fuffered them to live in peace, in confideration The tiael- 


of their paying an annual tribute for the indul- ites fpare 
gence. The like meafures were alfo taken by fe- the C- 
veral of the other tribes. caulitinaat 
‘ their paying 
While the united tribes of Judah and Simeon (km 


were at war with the Canaanites, the tribe of ki phra- 
im undertook the conqueft of Bethel. They laid 
before the place aconfiderable time without being 
able to make an attack, from the great ftrength of 
the walls and the different fortifications. But at 
length, wey effeéted by treachery, what they could 
not obtain by force. eeting with a native of the 


'' town, who had been to get provifions for his family, 
| they feized him, and made an agreement with him, 


that if he would contrive to let them fecretly into 

the city, both he and all his relations fhould be fe- 

cured from any danger. The man ftrictly fulfied nethet is 
the engagement, and the Ephraimites entering the betrayed ta 
city put all the inhabitants to the fword, excepethe (ie KPbai- 
man and his family, whofe lives they had promifed treachery. 
to preferve. 


The advantages obtained by the different tribes, 
from their great tuccels againit the Canaanites, threw 
them into a {tate of diffipation, and, initead of pro- 
fecuting the war, as they had been commanded, 
they indulged themfelves in luxury. For this ne- 
gi they were chattifed by the Almighty, Who gave cout is ait. 
them to underitand, that, for their difobedience, pleatea 
they fhould be perfecuted by the very people they va the 
had. been commanded to extirpate. cy were, for ditice ye 
at firft, greatly ftartled at this revelation ; but they ing his : 
had become fo depraved from the poffeffions they commund 
had already got, and even fo elated at the annual tirpuos at 
tributes paid by the Canaanites, that they fuffered the Cu. 
the enjoyment of the luxuries of life ro take che mites 
re-eminence of their duty to their Maker. Jn ee: 
ort, the whole fyitem of government was over- with ven- 
turned, and both civil and religious aythority co. seme. 
tally annjhilated, During this courle of diffipas 
tion, a circumftance occurred of a very fingular 
nature, and which qccafioned the breaking out 
of a civil war; the particulars of which were as 
follows. 


Depravity 
of the 
Ifraclhtes, 


In the tribe of Ephraim was a certain Levite, 
of men extraction, who had married a woman of 
the 


“6 


' the city. of ‘Bethiem; 
Hitory of .Judah (a). 


thu Levite’s 
wite, abufed 
by the inha- 
bitants of 
Gibcah. 


_ in their way tothe old man’s houfe ‘they had been 


The Gibeo- 

- nites thame- 
fal treate 
ment of che 
S.evite's 
wife altects 
the woman 
to fuch ade- 
gree as to 
caufe her to 
fallon the 
ground, and 
dic. 


The Levite 
cuts the bo- 
dy into 
twelve parts, 
which he 
fends to the 
twelve 
tribes, to ex- 
cite their 
detetlation 
of the fact. 
Judges xx. 


ANTIQUITIES 


belonging to, the tribe of 
The woman was exceeding handiome, 
and her hufband paffionately fond of her; but, from 
fome unknown caule, fhe flighted his affection; and, 
within four. months after their marriage, lett him, 
and returned to her parents, ~The hufband no 
fooner miffed his wife chan he halted to her father, 
by whom he was received with great tendernels ; 
and the umbrage which: the:.daughter had. taken 
againftt her hufband, was,adjufted to the fatisfaction 
of all parties. After fta ing. five days, the man 
and his wife departed for their. own home, attended 
by one fervant, and taking with them an _afs for 
the better convenience-of the woman, When the 
fJervant advifed them not to proceed any , further 
till the next morning, as it would be dangérotis tra- 
velling in the night through an enemy’s country ; 
nd that, even among friends, thole who travelled 
after day-light were confidered as fufpicious perfons. 
The man refuted to take this falutary advice ‘from 
his fervant, and profecutin his journey, it was fo 
ate when. they came .to the, city of Gibeah, be- 
longing to the tribe of Benjamin, that they could 
not obtain a lodging (2), or find any place to get 
refrefhment. . While they. were in this dilemma, 
they met with an antient man belonging to the tribe 
of Ephraim, who afked them from whence they 
‘came, and what occafioned them to be out at fo 
winfeafonable an hour? The'man replied, Fle was 
a Levite, that he belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, 
and that he was going home with his‘wife. As the 
the old man belonged to the fame tribe, and was na- 
turally of an hofpitable difpofition, he took them 
with him to his houfe, and gave them ‘every re- 
frefhment that laid in his power. Tt happened that 


obferved by fome young men belonging to the 
town, who, being captivated with the pppearance of 
the woman, repaired to the houfe, knocked at the 
door, and demanded the woman to- be delivered 
up to them. Both the old man and the hufband 
expoftulated with them on the impropriety of their 
conduét; but all the: anfwer they received: was, 
“© Deliver up the woman, -and no farther trouble 
* fhall enfue.” Finding that all remonftrances 
were ineffectual, the old man, as the laft effort, 
offered to deliver up his own daughter inftead of the 
ftranger; but this was of no avail, for they threat- 
ened, that if he did not immediately deliver ‘up 
the very woman they requefted, death fhould be 
his portion. The old man, being impelled to give 
her up, they took her away to their own quarters, 
and after having, for the whole night, treate her 
with every degree of indecency, they difiniffed her. 
The woman immediately returned to the old man’s 
houte, loaded with fuch confufion, between fhame 
and indignation, that, when fhe faw her hufband, 
fhe had not power to fpeak, but immediately fell 
on the ground, and died. The hufband preferved 
reat prefence of mind on this alarming occafion. 
‘When his furprife had a little fubfided, he placed 
the body of his dead wife on the afs, and, after 
thanking the old man for the civility with which 
he had treated him, he departed, As foon as he ar- 
rived at his own houte, he divided the body into 
twelve parts, and fent one to each of the twelve 
tribes, with a proper relation, by the refpective bear- 
ers, of every particular that had attended this cruel 
an unprecedented tranfaction. 


EE nn 


(a) Jofephus’s early date of this hiftory before the beginning 
of the Judges, or when there was no king in Ifracl, (Judges 
xix. 1.) is ftrongly confirmed by the large number of Benja- 
mites, both in the days of Afa and Jehofaphat ; 2 Chron. xiv. 8. 
and xvii.17- Commentators on facred writ befides are gene- 
rally of opinion, that this tranfaétion happened between the 
death of Jofhua and the appointment of the fir Judge. Some 
obferve, that the reafon why Samuel, or whoever was the author 
of the Book of judges, places it at the clofeof it, is, becaufe 
he was unwilling to interrupt the thread of his ftory by inter- 
mixing thefe matters with it, but referved them to be related 
apart by themfelves. 


(4) The laws of hofpitality were, in antient times, held 
exceeding facred; but the men of Gibeah, as they were 
grofsly abandoned in vice, fo were they wholly defective in this 













































‘flagrant a violence on the Levite’s wife. TI 
habitants‘of Gibeah abfolutely 


- be direéted by other people; 


determine 


. ‘When the meffengers returned with the anfwer, 









“army into two 


or THE JEWS. 


-‘When the feveral tribes had inveftigated, the 
heinoufnefs of this a€tion among themfelves, they 
were fired with indignation, and the. principals of 
each tribe immediately affembled together .at, Shi- 
loh, with a determined refolution of laying fiege 
to Gibeah. They would immediately haye put 
their defign into execution, but were re rained from 
their purpofe by-the interpofition of one of the elders, 
who told them, that it would be very indifcreet to 
wage war with their allies, without firit making 
a ftri€t enquiry into the merits of the cafe. He 
therefore. propofed that proper perfons, fhould be 
appointed, to go to the principal people of Gibeah, 
and demand the criminals who had been uilty of 
fuch vidlence. If they readily delivered them up, 
they might punifh them at difcretion; but if they 
refuifed, he thought they had a right to do them- 


felves jultice by force of arms. 


~ Phis advice d 
ple, the meffengers ‘appointed went £0 


demanded the ° perfons 


i : ‘ie fa '& a . 

being cordially received _by the peo- Thelin. 
Gibeah, and Myc 
ho -had Pheeee meffengers 
who -had committed fo toaheGi. 
“The in- beonites, b 
ant: : refufed to'give them a 
fayirig, they~did not think it hohotrable to the ofa 

that they wanted nei- Sh. 
e, fkill, or numbers; and that they Were perenpros 
7 25 ptorie 
to ftand by each other in the caufe of ly ardins. 


a common defence. z Tently fe 


up, 


ther coura: 


the Ifraelites were fo enraged, ‘that they all took an The Ifa. 


oath not. to intermarry with any of the tribe of ihn, 
Benjamin; and it was refolved that a war fhould be ty out, :« 
carried on againft them-with the like vigour as had: '0 item 
been done by their forefathers againft thé Canaan- ree 
ites. Inconiequence of this the Ufraelites, took the andattac 
field with an army of 400,c0o men. | The army of themiss 
the Benjamites confifted only of 25,600, among hole Bes 
whom was 500 flingers, particularly - diftinguifhed 
for their abilities as markfmen. The two armies met 
near Gibeah, when a dreadful encounter imme- 
diately took place: the Ifraelites were routed. with 
the lofs of 22,000 on the fpot; and the faughter 
would have been much more confiderable, had not 
night parted them. ‘The next morning each party 
refumed the aétion with equal violence, when the 
Tfraclitcs again proved unfuccefsful; their lofs, on 
the fpot, amounting to at leaft 18,000 men. © Thefe 
two difafters fo intimidated them, that they broke 
up their camp, an retired to Bethel, a city near 
Gibeah, where they fpent, the day in fafting and 
rayer, befeechin the Almighty that he’ would 
interpofe in their ehalf, and once more'take-them 
under his Divine protection. mS a Sire oe 


The line 
ites are 
routed in 
two encoute 
ters; retire 
to Bethe, 
and fupp- 
cate the fs 
vine ay 


. Having received affurance by the mouth of Phi- 
neas (c) that their prayers were heard,. and that 
their future attempts .would be attended with fuc- 
cefs, they, determined to make another attempt on 
the city of Gibeah. They accordingly divided their: 
) bodies, one half of which was 
planted in ambuicade, near the city, late in the 
evening; and early the next morning the other part 
marched to attack the army of the Benjamites. On 
the firftt charge the Mraelites gave way, and re- 
treated a confiderable diftance, which ftep being 
confidered by the Benjamites as a mark -of timidity; 
not only the army, but the greater part of the in- 
habitants, clofely followed them, not doubting but. 


er’ 


virtue, fuffering thefe travellers to remain in the ftreets, with- 
out any invitation; which, at length, they received from 
poor man, who was him(felf only a fojourner amongtt them. It 
muft be remembered that then, as well as at prefent, there 


_ was no fuch things as inns in thefe countries 5 fo that travel-. 


lers ufually took with them (efpeciatly on long journies) not 
only provifions and other neceffaries for themfelves,’ bur like- 
wife their beafts. . 


_ (e) This was the fame Phineas who had fignalized his zeal 
for the glory of God on a former occafion. Had this war been 
after the death of Samfon (as placed in the Book of Judges) - 
Phineas muft have been upwards of 300 years old ; but, aswe. 
have before remarked, its epocha was certainly between the 
death of Jofhua and the appointment of the firft judge. 
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- with great. impetuofity, 


they fhould_have-equal fuccefs as before. .. When. 
the army of. che Hraelites had got that of the. Ben- 
jamites at fuch a diitance from the city, as to be 
withia reach of thofe in ambufcade, they made a 
fudden ftop, and-fell on the front,of the Benjamites 

while ‘the ambufcades, by, 
a proper. Ggnal given, fell on thofein the rear, The 
Benjamites: were. fo {urprized at this unexpected, 
manceuvre, ,.that.they wére, inimediately thrown, 
into confulion., A icleét’ body:of 600, who were 
diftinguifhed for their great courage and itréngth,: 
broke their way through -the enemy’s troops; and: 
efcaped to alofty mountain, while the reft fed with. 
great precipitation to a.deep_vyalley,,. wheie, being 
clofely furrounded by the: Ifraelités, they all pe-, 
rifhed, the whole number amounting to 25,000 men., 
After this the Ifraelices burnt the city, and-puc all 
the inhabitants to the fword. a likewife deftroyed’ 
feveral other citics belonging to the Benjamiites, and: 
particularly wreaked their venegeance on the ‘inha-. 
bitants of Jabes, a city of Gilead, for having reé- 
fufed to affift them againft’ the Benjamites. ‘Théy_ 
firft burnt. the -city to the ground, and then put. 
every creature to the fword, except four hundred. 
virgins, whom they brought away with ‘them. 
Such were the dreadful confequences that. took, 
place from the ridiculous. obftinacy of the Benja-- 
mites, in not delivering up the people who had com- 
mitted fo fagrant a violation on the perfon of the, 
Levite’s wife: ie Te : 


When. the Ifrdelites began to reflect on the févé- 
verity with which they had treated the Benjamites,. 
and that the whole tribe were, in a manner, cut 
off from thé main body, they reperited of what they 
had done, and heartily wifhed for ,a recoriciliation.. 
To effect this. they jeric” commiffioners to invite, 
back the fix hundred men’ that had fled to ‘tlie’ 
mountains, where they found them on the rock call- 
éd Rhoa, or Rimmon. “Fhefé corimiffiohers, af- 
ter condoling ‘with them ‘on the miisfortunes that 
had befet them, not only in the:lofs of their relati- 
ons and friends, but that of almioft the whole tribe, 
advifed thern to return, ‘and, not fuffer themfelves 
to be totally extirpated by withdrawing from the 
fellowfhip. hey likewife told them that‘all their 
lands, cattle, and every thing elfe that belonged to. 
them, fhould be reftored, and that théy fhould be 
placed in the fame fituation as before‘the rupture, 
broke out. ._The Benjamites confeffed they had’ 
acted very wrong, and acknowledged the righteous 
judgement of God in what they had fuffered.” They 
thanked the commiffioners for their advice, accept- 
ed the invitation, and immediately returned to thei 
own tribe, ; 


When the commiffioners informed thé Ifraelites 
of the iffue of their embafly, they were greatly 
pleated; and, in order to reftore the tribe of Benja- 
min, they fent the four hundred virgins, brought 
from they city of Jabes, as wives for that number 
out of the fix hundred. They then deliberated in 
what manner to provide for the remaining two 
hundred, ‘the Ifraelites having ‘bound themfelves 
by oath, before the war, not to intermarry 
with the tribe of Benjamin. It was the opi- 
nion of fome that the oath might be rendered void, 
from ics having been taken in the heat of paffion; 
and that as it was to reftore an almott loft tribe, it 
would_not be difpleafing to the Almighty. This 
propofition was entirely objected to by the elders, 
who would not, upon any confideration whatever, 
liften to a matter that had in ic the leaft appearance 





(a) Mount Libanus feparates Syria from Paleftine. Ic 
forms a kind of horfe-fhoe in its length, beginning at three 
or four Ieagues diftance from the Mediterranean above Smyrna, 
and going from north to fouth towards Sidon, from thence 
bending from weft to eait, from Sidon towards Damafcus ; 
and at laft returniag: fiom the fouth: no:thward, from the 
ftreights of Damafcus, as far as Laodicea Scabiofa. The 
weftern part of this chain of mountains is what we properly 
call Libanus, The other part, which is oppofite to it eaft- 
ward, and extends from fouth to north, -is called, by the Greeks, 
Anti-Libanus. Between thefe two mountains isa long valley, 
Called Ccele-Syria, cy Hollow Syria; in Jofaua (xi, 47) the 











} veral cities in the plains. 
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of perjury.,:. At,length-one of the fenators ftared a 
Tite g iva DOI pe ge m4. . 66 ; 

propolition in words to the following effeét : “© We 
‘© have (lays he) a public feftival held three times 
‘© a yéar-in’ Shiloh, ac which it is cuftomary for 
“* our wives atid daughters to be prefent. On this 
occafion Iét us permit the Benjamites to feize as 
many ‘of the virgins as are wanted for the two 
-hundréd mens If the parents fhould appeal for 
jutticé,” they rhuft be cold, it was their own 
faults, in not taking’ more care of their daugh- 
se ters 5, and thae ir would be indifcreet to torce 
them froni the Benjamites, as diffentions. with 
hofe people had already prodticed the riioft dread- 


. “ful confeqiences.” 








This’ propofition was highly approved of by thé 
-conlegquence of which'the, plan was com- 
niunicated to’ the Bénjamites. Accordingly, on the 
morning of the feftival; “the ‘two hundred men; who 





i wanted «wives, concealed themfelves in -the moft 
) private places near the city, and, as the unfulpecting 


virgins paffed by, each feized his mate, and Hed witli 
ér.to his ] This, for fome time, occafioned, 
gréat confufion; bur when. the elders told the pa- 


71. 


’ 
Permit the 
200 Benji- 
mites to 
feize on fo ~ 
many vir= 
gins by ture 
prize. 


rents the impropriety of attempting to regain their ° 


daughters by force, they were appéated. 


_The'fix hhiindred Bénjamités, beirig. thus provid- 


‘ ed ‘with wives,” applied 'themfelves diligently co 
their refpective callings, ''and, ‘by their ‘induftry 
: and prudence, from the moft wretched and forlorn 
* condition, the tribe foon became again confiderable, 


both in. number, wealth-and power. 


Such was the 


‘CHAP. Iti 


| Lhe Danites perfecnied by the Candanites.’ The Tfra+ 


. elites, being -totally additted.to luxury and diffipation; 

. incur the difpleafure, and provoke the juft vengeance, . 

' of the Alimghty. Are reduced to flavery, and kept 
in-a frate of- fubjection by Chufarth, king of tbe 
Affyrians.. E ; : 


FETE, Iftatlités having For fome ‘time laid afde 
martial ‘difcipline, and, inftead thereof; direéted 


' their attention only'to hufbandry, and other domeftic 


occupations, the Cariaanites took advantage of ir, 
and entered,.tnto a confpiracy againft them. “They 
accordingly railed a confiderable army, built a great 
number of chariots, and trained up all the young 
people to ‘martial diicipline.. ‘They were farther 
animated -to profecute their intentions, by having 
brought over to them Afcalon and Accaron, from 
the tribe of Judah, as alfo the inhabicanes of fe- 


The firft attack they made was on the tribe of 
Dan; whom they. forced to leave their _poffeffions; 
and retire into ‘hie mountainous parts of the coun- 
try. The Danites were fo circumftanced that they 
could not. think of revenging themielves by war, 
and, in their then fituation, there was noc a‘uffici- 
ency of land for them to fubfift on in a‘ftate of 

eace. They therefore fent five people into the ‘ift- 
and part of the country, in order to find out a 
proper fpot where they might fix their refidence. 
After travelling one day, thele commifioners ar- 
rived at_the wide-dand-open country about Sidon, 
not far from Mount Libanus (2), and the fprings 


Valley of Lebanon. Mount Libanus is about an hundred 
‘leagues in circumference, having. Mefopotamia to the eait, 
Armenia'to the north, the Holy Land to the fouth, ad the 
Mediterranean to the.weft, It is compofed of four enclofures 
of mountains, which rife one upon the other: the firit of 
which is -very fertile in grain and fruits but the fecund is 
barren: the third, though higher than this, enjoys almott 
perpetual fpring ; there the trees always look green, and the 
orchards.are filled with fruic ; but the fourth is to high thar ie 
is almolt always covered with fhow, and conicquently aninha- 
Bitable by reafori of the ex eflive cold. ‘ 
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of the Leffer Jordan. Finding it a rich, fruitful |}: their: conquerot, who rected a-palace_at: Jericho,’ 
foil, and in every refpeét formed for ‘the intended and kept them: in‘ the:moft abject ftate upwards of 
purpofe, they réturned, and gave a’particular de- eighteenyears. 7 Fs ae 
fcription of it to’ their countrymen. “In confe-. oe 
. . . quence of this the whole tribe marched ‘to the‘fpot, 
TheDanites and, being perfectly fatisfied with it, they built a 
city Dane city, and called it Dan, from one ofthe fons: of 
Jacob of that name, and from: whom the whole, 
tribe received their appellation. Te 3 os 





+ 


' Atthe expiration: of this time the the Iftaelites.were 
réfcued' from the hands of their oppreffors by the 
_ following fingular occurrences: In Jericho lived a 
* young:man’ named “Eblud, the fon’of-Geron, of the 

tribe of Benjamin. “ He'was of ‘dn -eniterprizing dif- 
: pofition; remarkably‘ handfome in his‘ perfon,; and: 
fad great bodily ftréngth:” He had not-only ingra- Are delve, 

; tiated himfelf into: the favouir of the king,” by maz edby Ehus, 
: king Him: repeated! prefents, but had’ alto: many: yhot 
' friends at court; fo: that he had free dccefg:at; dil" " 
cretion, and this’gave him ‘the opportunity of ‘exe~ 
cuting the projé& he-had“laid for: ‘relieving the dif= 
treffed. Ifraelités: Being’ one’ day to' makera ‘prefent 

to the king, he ‘went ‘in His’ ufual drefs;:ateended! 

by two fervants, taking with hima dagger, which: 
fie-fecreted on his right, fide, having’ tHe: gréateft ~~ ~ 
’ ftrength in his left arm.:°On his arrival at-the pay. 
lace, he was’ admitted, as’ ufual, to the'prefence ‘of 
the king; and after complimenting him: with the _ 
prefent, ‘told hin: he had a matter to rélate*to Him} . 
that demanded privacy. On this the king ordered 

his attendants to’ withdraw, and feating hinifelf on ~- 
his- throne, waited' for ‘the ‘expected: intelligence. 
Ehud ‘told him hé had a dream ‘to’ impate'co’ Hint 

by ‘command of the Almighty; ‘at’ the‘ found’ of 
which the king, impatient to hear, fuddénly~ arofe 
from his feat, when Ehud drew the dagger from his 
fide, and plunged 'it’into his. heart: :“In this ftuation 
he ‘left the king; immediately quitted™ the ‘palace; 
and haftened with:all' expedition to ‘Jérufalent:'*- The 
attendants of the’ palace fuppofing the King’ to ‘have’ Fhudmaita 
compofed himfelf to fleep, did not: prefime'to entei 1, yeu. 
the roorn for a confiderableé time after the depattare, len, » 
: of Ehud; till at length, fearing’ fomething ‘partic ~~? 
cular was the occafion of not feeing’ or‘hearing: him; .- 
they ventured’ to open the door of his apartmient; 
‘ where, they found him ‘laying'in hisgorey Ta |. 
the mean time Ehud having related to his.country= ./°. . 
: men what had happened; and advifed' them to také 
| advantage of it, they immediately ‘difpatched propef 
}. perfons to different parts of the country ‘with horns 
‘ (as was ‘the cuftom.on fuch occafions) to call to- 
gether the people. . They accordingly atfembled in 
great bodies, and proceeding ‘with the greateft’ ex- 
' pedition to_the palace, fell on the guards, all of 
' whomthey killed on.the fpor: the refit of the army, 


‘ 


The Ifraelites were’at this ‘time in‘a very. deprav- 

ed ftate. They had given ‘a _loofe to’ all’ thé’ vices, 

Atotalde. of the Canaanites’s Thad neglected every’ religious. 
generty duty, and_purfued a life of debauchery’ and diffi- 
Knongthe pation. This conduct.greatly difpleafed the. Al- 
Ifaciites, mighty, who, as a’ punifhnient, took from them, 
fora time, his-divine proteétion, and left’ them‘ex- 


pofed to the power of their ‘enemies. 


ey 


..The firft ftroke they received was from Chufatth, 

king of ‘the Affyrians, who marched againit them 
with a confiderable army.’ This monarch was fo 
powerful that he drove all’ before’ him. Great’ 
riumbers of the Ifraelites fell by the fword; and 
many Of their towns and citiés- were. feized by the 
conqueror. The captured Ifraclites ‘were now fub- 
ject toa moft tyrannical monarch, who oppreffed 
them’ by Heavy taxes, “and! treated them with the 
moft contemptible indignities, : ; 


CHAP. IV. 


The Lfraclites are delivered from their fubjettion to the 
Affyrians by Othiitel,- the fon of Kenaz. 


IX this deplorable: fituation did the Ifrdelites re- 
main for eight years, when they were delivered 
Otnie in QUE OF the hands of their oppreffors‘in the follow— 
Qihsislin ing mannef.- A pérfon, named. Othniel, the fon of 
behalfof the Kenaz, of the tribe. of Judah, a man‘of great.cou- 
Ifraclites. ieee and difcernment, having received a fecret_im- 
Judgesiii. pulfe from heaven to interpofe in behalf of the 
Surerizes Wretched Iraelites, he communicated: the matter to 
aadcuato ome of his particular friends, whom “he. Knew to 
piecesthe be men of courage and integrity, and who were 
Affyrian greatly diffatisfied with tlic. ftate Of public affairs. 


guards. After confidering what méafures were moft prone i, amounting to about 10,000 men, made for the river 
‘Totatty'van. tO. ake, it was at length refolved to make a fudden }/ towards the country of Moab; but the Ifraelites,. 
quithee and attack on the king’s guards, and to put every‘man Raving previoufly {ecured all the pafies, intercept- 


+ ed their flight, and the whole body were cut 

tk to pieces. Thus was the Ifraelites extricatect 

/ out of the hands of the Moabites; and as Ehud 

was theprincipal inftigator of their deliverance, they The Ifa. 
beftowed on him the government, which he enjoyed’ Hes, 
upwards of eighe years. He was a perfon of the the yoheri 
moft diftingui a merit, and conducted himfelf in the Mes- 
fuch a manner as to deferve what was. univerfally >i 
beftowed on him, namely, the good-will and affec- 

tion of the people he governed. He was fucceeded 

by Shamgar, the fon of Anath, who died in’ the 

firft year of his government. 


overcomes to the fword. ‘This fcheme being attended with 
the Affyri- fuccefs; it. brought over great numbers to the in- 
er tereft of Othniel, who, in a fhort time, marched 
at the head of them to give the Affyrians battle. 
Thelfracte Lilie encounter was at firft doubtful, but the Ifra- |. 
iteschufe elites foon became conquerors: great numbers of 
yim for. the Affyrians were flain, and the reft faved them- 
nee felves-by paffing the Euphrates. ‘Thus, at the. in- 
ftigation of the brave and‘ intrepid Othniel, were 
the Ifraelites again reftored to their liberty; in ac- 
knowledgment for which they prefented him with 
the government; and in this fituation he conti- 
nued during the remainder of his life, which was a 
courfe of forty years. 


CHAP. VI. 


CHAP. V. 


The Lfraelites are enflaved under different tyrannies by 
the Canaanites, and at length delivered by Barak and 


The Ifvaelites are fubjeG to the Moakites during the Deborab 


term of eighteen years, and then delivered by one 
Ebud, who retained the government eighty years. 


: 7 : ‘5 ee Remain it: 
lives, or taking warning from the calamities coals 


they had_ experienced. but ftill continuing not to 
worfhip God, or obey his laws, were again brought 
to fubjeétion by another monarch, namely, Jabi:., 
king of the Canaanites. This prince originally 
came from the city of Azor, Gtuated near the lake 
Samachonitis. He kept an army confifting of 
y 300,000 foot, 10,000 horfe, and 3cco chariots, the 
tary fois the [fraelites were worfted; and their army being at grand command of which was given to Sifera, who 
years. = length totally fubdued, they became tributary to was nextin dignity to the king. This general foon 
sedges iii, 3 5 i reduced 


‘ ae Ifraelites not in the leaft amending their 

N the death of Othniel, the Ifraelites, being 
w ithout a leader, returned again to a diffolute 
way of living, neither paying refpeét to the laws of 
their country, or their duty to God. This confe- 
quently produced confufion in their public affairs, 
The Ifrael- Which being taken noticeof by Eglon, king of the 
itesdefeat- WMloabites, he marched again{ft them with a confider- 


ed, and e™ able army. Several battles took place, in all which 
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Book V. 


reduced the Ifraelites, brought them to fubjection, 
and made them pay tribute to his maiter. 


In this ftate of fervicude did the Ifraelites conti- 
nue for twenty years, when they began to reflect 
that there mileries were certainly Inflicted on them 
by God, as a jult punifhment for their contempt of 

riag wader the laws of their forefachers. In this ftatc of con- 
woalase tw trition they went to a tamous prophetefs (¢), named 
mmCanaany Deborah, (which, in the Hebrew tongue, lignifies 
a dee), and implored her to intercede in their behalt, 
that God would be pleated to forgive them their 
paft faults, and refeue them out of the hands of 
their cruel perfecutors. Deborah complied with 
their requeft,; and the Almighty being pleated to, 
promife them a deliverance, he made choice of 
Barak, of the tribe of Naphtali, to effect it. Ac- 
Pebsrahap- cordingly Deborah fent for Barak, (which, in the 
pies to BS" Eiebrew language, fignifies ightaiay), and ordered 


ik to On 
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doe 


thee at 
tne Erect. 





vof and march with all expedition againit the Canaan- 
ites. Barak, arfirft, objeéted to take the command 
ob of fo fmall a number againtt fo large a body as that 
swihe of the enemy ,; but Deborah informed him, that 
; God had faid the number was fufficient. TNotwith- 
ftanding this, he {till refuted the command, unlefs 
fhe would go with him and take a part; atwiich 
Deborah replied with indignation, ** Would you 
“* give to. a woman part of that honour, which God 
“ hath aMigned tor thee alone? However, I will 
“© noc refute ic.” They accordingly drew out their 
{sat length army, and pitched their tents on Mount Tabor; 
prevailedon while Sifera, general ef the Canaanites, by | 
weonfent. kine’s orders, marched to give them battle. When 
the two armies came within light of cach other, the 
Tiraclites were ftruck with horror at the great mul- 
titude of the enemy, and were inclined to make 
a precipitate retreat: but Deborah, prevailed on 
them toftand a battle, affuring them it wasthe caule 
tne Of God, and that he would affift them in con. 
quering theirenemies. The truth of this was foon 
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i thivugh fa manifelted to the Ifraclites ; for no fooner were the 
¥ ius, two armiés engaged, than there fell a moft dread- 
4 naacom ful fhower of rain and hail, attended with a violent 
yp peawelos wind, which, blowing full in the faces of the Ca- 
: mas naanites, obliged them to fhut their eyes, fo that 
i their bows and flings’ were rendered entirely ufelefs : 
x befides which, their nerves were fo contracted by 
f the cold, that they were not able to handle their 
: arms. The Ifraelites feeing the difadvantages under 
which the Canaanites laboured, fell on them with 
q great impetuofity,; and their whole army was bro- 
; ken, difperfed, and cut to pieces. ‘Great numbers 


tell by the fword; many were trampled to death by 
the horfes; and the few that attempted to fave 
themfelves by flight, were made prifoners ; fo that 
' theca. this prodigious army was, in effect, totally deftroy- 
nitestoe CU. ~When Sifera, the Canaanitith general, faw the 
Hyveueed. deftruétion of his army, he leapt from his chariot, 
and fled to the houfe of one Jael, a Kenite (4), who 
received him with apparent _hofpirality. | Being 
greatly fatigued, he afked her for fome refrefhment, 
3 which, having received, he laid himfelf on the 
Asie dain Ground, and ‘Yoon fell fait afleep, While he was in 
# bs Jabot the this fituation, Jael took a large iron nail, and fud- 
denly driving it through his temple, faftened him 
to the floor, juft at the time the Ifraelites arrived 
at her houfe in fearch of him. ‘This fully com- 
pleated the victory; after which Barak marched 
with his army to Azor, and laying fiege to the 
place, flew the greater part of the inhabitants, to- 
as Sether with .Jabin, their king; and, in order to- 
tally to extirpate them, he burnt the city tothe 
Ground. After this victory, Barak kept poffeffion 
sein. Of the government during the fpace of forty years. 


lorty 
rn at 


(a) The words prophet and propberefz, in the Old Teflament, 
fomctimes denote perfous enducd with fpecial, though not mi- 
raculous, gifts or graces, for the better underfianding and 
explaining the word of God; and of this fore were the fons of 
the prophets, or fuch as were brought up in the fchools of the 
Prophets. As, therefore, we read of no miraculous aétion 
that Deborah did, fhe was, perhaps, only a woman of emi- 
nent holinefs, prudence, and knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 
by which the was fingularly qualified to judge the people ; 
that is, to determine caufes and controverfies among them, ac- 
cording to the word of God. 

No. 7. 
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tonmandof him immediately to raife an army of 10,000 men, ° 


the | 


rue JEWS: 


S CHAP. VIL 


The ifractites ave conquered by the Midianites, ia coit- 


2. 





juiction with the i 
ia vaffalage. 


N che death of Barak; which happened 


* the fame time with that of Deborah; the Mi- 
dianites, Amalckites, and Arabians, entered into an 


walekites aid atrcodians, and heid 


about Peaths of 


Deborah and 
Barak. 
‘The Midias 


alliance againtt the Hraelites, and fo powerful were. nites, 


their arms, that they conquered wherever they went, 
deftroying the fruits of the ground, and carrying 
with them every thing ‘that was valuable. They 
continued thefe hoftilities with fuch violence, that 
the wretched Ifraelites were obliged to fly to the 


mountains for refuge, where they dug caverns, in 


which they hid themielves, and the little property 


they could fave, from their mercilefs enemies. 


They remained in this flate feven years, during 
which time their enemies permitred them to cul- 
tivate their land in the winter; but it was only 
to ferve their own purpofes, for they madethemfelves 
matters of the greater part of che produce when ic 


was fit for removal. ‘Lhe fmall quantity, therefore, 


the Hraelites could obtain for themfelves, was tcarce 


fufficient to enable them to prelerve their exiftence; 
befides which, they were in the moit extreme cittre!s, 
fo that finding themfelves likely to perifh from want, 
they made their fupplications to God, in the moit 
fervent manner, defiring him that he would be 

- pleated to deliver them from the wretched ftate 
anto which they had fallen. 


CTA P. VII. 


tdion mufters the tribes to advance againjt the Mi- 
diauites. Receives an omen of fuccefs. Chifes a 
Selec? few for the expedition.” Obtains a conplete 
vidiory.  Kules the people, with integrity and juftice, 
Sor forty years. 


7 EIILE they were in this deplorable fituation, 

as one Gideon, the fon of Joas, a leading man 

of the tribe of Manaffeh, was thrafhing a little corn 
at a wine prefs, not daring to do it on the floor, for 
tear of being difcovered by the enemy, an angel 
appeared to him in the likenefs of a young man, 


who told him, ‘* He was a happy man, and beloved 


** of God.?? 


ie To which Gideon anfwered, “ lt is 


no great fign of favour, fince Tam obliged to ule 
* my wine-preds inftead of a threfhing.foor.’ ‘Uhe 
angel bade him be of good courage, and dire&t his 
attention to arms, whereby himfelf and his country- 
men might be reftored to their liberty. ‘* Alas ! 
(fays Gideon) “* it is impoffible for me to under- 
“© take fo great a thing : we have not a fufficiency of 


a men ijn ourtribeto make fuch an attempt; neither 
am I a proper perfon to conduct fo important 


adefign.” ‘The angel anfwered, that all his de- 
ficiencies would be fupplied by the Almighty; and 
that if he would but take upon him the command of 
a body of men, the Ifraclites fhould obtain a com- 
pleat victory over their enemies. 


Gideon requefted of the angel that he would not 
depart till he had prepareda facrifice on the occafion; 
which being complied with, he mace ready a kid, 
with unleavened cakes, and having brought them 
before the angel, he ordered Gideon to lay them on 
a rock. This was immediately complied with, when 
the angel touching it with a itaff, fire ifued out of 
the rock, and the whole was confumed; after which 
the angel difappeared. 


_ 


7 3 See 
(4) TVhefe Kenites, thoagh they were profelytes, and wor- 


fhipped the true God, according to the Molaic law, yet, being 
ftrangers by birth, and therefore having no right or title to 
the land of Canaan, they held it belt policy, in thefe troubie. 
fome times, to obferve a neutrality, and maintain peace, as 
well as they could, both with the Ifraclites ard Canaanites. 
Jt was upon this footing that there was a peace between king 
Jabin and the family of Heber, the Kenite; and that gave 
confidence to Sifera, in his diltrefs, to fiy to Licben’s tent for 
proteéticn. 


t When 


Amualckites, 
and Atabi- 
ans, cnter 
intoa league 
againtt the 
Ttraclites, 
and reduce 
them to ab- 
folute fubs 
jection. 


Diller les of 
the Ifracl- 
ites aggra- 
vated by a 
famine, 
They have 
recourfe to 
prayer and 
fupplication 


A vifion ap~ 
pears to Gia 
deon, 


Gideon is 
affured that, 
though the 
Divine aid, 
he should be 
thedeliverer 
of his coune 
try. 


Judges vis 
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ANTIQUITIES 


When Gideon had a little recovered himfelf from 
the furprize into which he was thrown from this fin- 
gular occurrence, he related the particulars to fome 
of the moft confiderable of the Ifraelites, who had 
fuch faith in the revelation, that they immediately 


Muftersan Yraifed an army of 10,000 men, fully refolved to ha- 


amyeot gard a battle with the tyrannical Midianites. But, 
aie? before they took the field, the Divine agent again 
ies appeared to Gideon, and fpoke to him to this effect : 
“© {tis too common for mankind to claim that me- 

*¢ rit to themfelves which belongs to God alone 5 

* and fuch is the difpofition of the people vou have 

An extraor- “© Gathered together, and are about to lead againft 
wet reves e the Midianites! but to fhew you that victory is 


influenced from above, and not to be obtained by 
* the ftrength of man without Divine affiltance, 
“© take your army to the river Jordan in the heat of 
“© the day, and obferve the manner in which the 
** foldiers drink the water, Thofe who take it up 
“¢ with their hands, and lap it, you may depend on be- 
“* ing men of courage; but itch as lié down, and 
*¢ drink at leifure, are not to be trufted.”? Gideon 
obeyed the Divine command, and found only three 
hundred men that lapped the water from their hands, 
which he immediately detached from the reft. With 
this {mall number God commanded him to march 
again{t the enemy, and to attack them in the night. 
He accordingly advanced at the head of his chofen 
men, and encamped near the river Jordan, refolving 
to pafs it the following day. But Gideon was ftill 
doubtful of fuccefs,andthe more fo, from being com- 
manded to attack the enemy inthe night. However, 
thefe fears were removed by the interpofition of the 
Almighty, who, the preceding evening, told Gi- 
deon to take with him one of his foldiers, and go 
pevaecly to the camp of the Midianites, from whom 
ne fhould hear fomething that would animate and 
give him courage. In obedience to this injunétion 
né went, taking with him a fervant,-named Phuran. 
They arrived at the camp unperceived, and, ap- 
A éream of Proaching one of the tents, heard a foldier relating 
the following dream to his comrades: ‘* Me 
thought (faid he) I faw a barley loaf (the coarfett 
of all grains, and not fit for man to eat) come rol- 
vittory to ling into the camp, and having paffed through the 
Gideon, is king?’s tent, and thrown it down, it afterwards en- 
tenner’ tered all the other tents, and did the like.” This 


by him, an 


one of the 
Midianite 
foldiers, 
portending 


toldto his dream was interpreted by one of the foldier’s com- 
isilow fol. yades, who faid, it denoted the total deitruction of 
‘huges vi, the army. The barley (fays he) is, as you fay, 
the coarfeft of grains; and the Lfraelites are the vileft 
and moft abject of all the people in Afia. Gideon is 
now at the head of an army againft us; and, I am 
afraid, the barley loaf overthrowing our tents im- 
plies, that we fhall-be totally deftroyed by the 
Ifraelites. 
eas When Gideon had heard this dream, and its in- 
cnconneea terpretation, he was infpired with new courage, and 
bythe in- immediately returning to his people, and acquaint- 
terpretation ing them with it, he ordered them to prepae them- 
dram, ‘elves, with all expedition, to march againft the 
enemy. Accordingly, about the fourth watch (a), 
Gideon Gideon drew out his men, and divided_them into 


ufes an ex. three companies, of an hundred each. Every man 
cellent tea- had a burning torch fecreted ina long pitcher, and, 





tacking 10. his right hand, a ram’s horn, by way of trumpet. 
theenemy, he enemy’s camp took up a large fpace of ground, 


having in it a great number of camels; and the 
people were more difperfed than ufual, on accountof 
their belonging to different nations. The I{raelites 
had received inftructions, that, as foon as they came 
near the camp of the Midianites, on a fignal given, 
they fhould break their pitchers, difplay — their 
torches, found their horns, and immediately begin 
the attack. Thele orders they itrictly obeyed, when 
the Midiauites were immediately thrown into the 
utmoit coniternation. A great flaughter enfued : 
but more were deftroyed by the hands of their own 





(a) Though the Romans, in after-ages, divided the night 
into four watches (Match. xiv. 25.) yet, in the eaftern parts, 
and, in more antient times, it confitted but of three, whereof 
the firt began ac fx, and continued four hours. The fecoud was 
therefore calicd the mwédidl: avatch, and began atzen; fo that we 
may fuppofe it was fome time afer this that Gideon alarmed 
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people, than by the Ifraclites; for it being dark, 

and they of different nations, they could not un- 
derftand each other, fo that every man took the 
perfon next him for an enemy. In short the whole 

was one fcene of confufion, of which the Hraelites Theatig. 
took proper advantages. A great number of the amit ae 
Midianites were flain on the fpot; and the remainder thatae® 
for the prefent faved themielves by flight. The kit one 
troops which Gideon had left behind, hearing of his *"the, 


and are dy, | 


fuccefs, immediately marched to all the difficult comme 
paffes, in order to cut off the retreat of the enemy, with grex 
They came up witha great body of them in a flar “she 
part of the country, when immediately furrounding 
them, they put everyman to the fword, and, among Two or 
them, two of their kings, named Oreb and Zeb. In their kirg, 
the mean time Gideon marched with his three hun- 3% we 
dred men againft the remainder of the enemy, fain, 

amounting to about 10,000, who had fixed them- 

felves on a {pot at a confiderable diftance, under the 

command of their proper officers. When Gideon 

came near them he was joined by the reft of his 

troops, and a general engagement enfued, in which 

the whole army of the Midianites were cut to pieces, 

and two of their princes, named Zebin and He- 
zarbon, taken prifoners. The number of the ene- The mz. 
my killed in thefe encounters amounted to 120,000, bt tain is 
Thus did the Ifraelites gain a complete vi€tory over amount 
their enemies; befides which, they greatly enriched to 120: 

themfelves with plunder, confifting of gold, filver, 

rich ftuffs, camels, affés, &c. : 


Gideon, having executed the bufinefs on which Gideon 
he was fent, by deftroying the Midianites, returned sts, 
to Ephraim, where he put to death the two captive prince, 
kings. The tribe to which he belonged (through Zebin ist 
envy tohis great fuccefs, and glorious atchievements) Pesaro 
appeared difpleafed with him for engaging in-a ‘°**"** 
public ag of hoftility without their approbation; 
and their anger arofe tofuch a pitch, that they were 
juft on the point of making war with him: But Gideons 
this was prevented by the prudence of Gideon, who cies te 
told them it was not his war but God’s, by whom nhc. 
-he was commanded to aét as he had done, and that 
‘therefore he did not claim any merit to himfelf, 






This anfwer perfectly fatisfied the people, and 
they joined with the reftin defiring Gideon, as he 
had redeemed his countrymen from flavery, that he 
would accept the government. Gideon, at _firft, 
begged to be excuied ; but finding the people de- 
termined, he at length complied, and ruled them gigeon 
forty years, during the whole of which time his con- continues 
duct was fuch as merited univerfal approbation. He sever, 
lived to a very great ages and, when he died, his re- Juuges 32 
mains were depofited at Ophrah, the place of his” ~ 
nativity, 


CHAP. Ix. 


Abimelech obtains the government wickedly, and rules 
tyraunically, and is at length flain in an extraordi- 
nary manner, The Ifraelites apoftatizing again, are 
oppreffed and enflaved by the Philiftines and the Am- 
monites. Jephthavefted with the governinent of Ifrael. 
Makes a peculiar vow. Defeats ibe Ammonites. Sup- 
brofes an infurrection amoung the Epbraimites. His 
death. 


IDEON, at the time of his death, had no lefs giacsa 
than feventy fons, all born in wedlock, be- pehind E 
fides one by Druma, his concubine, named Abi..« aun 
melech. This laft, immediately after his father’s “F"* 
deceafe, made ufe of the moft horrid means to ob- 
tain the government. He went to the relations of 
his mother at Shechem, and told them thar, as his 
father was dead, it would certainly be better for the 
people to be governed by one perfon than feventy, 





the Midianitifh camp; and the reafons why he chof: this part 
of the night to doit in are obvions, becaule the trumpets would 
then feem to found louder, and the lights to fhine brighter, and 
thereby both increaie the confternation of the enemy, and con- 
ceal the fmallnefs of his own army. 


meaning - 


! 
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one Gaal, (a prince of -the country, who had lately 

come to Shechem witha band of armed men), to a4. oye. 

protect them, who readily complying with their re- chemites 

gueit, they itrengthened his force by adding to apply lor 

them a troop of their own foldiers. Thus fecured, Peete" 

they reaped their fruits, and carried them home in 

fatety ; and when elated with liquor, they took the 

freedom of afperfing the characters of Abimelech Many of 

and his relations. They placed ambufcades in dif- ates 

ferent parts round the city, and taking many of the giv wen, 

guards belonging to Abimelech, put them all to and cut off 

the iword. naa 
While matters were in this fituation, one Zebul, 

a principal man among the Shechemites, and a great 

friend to Abimelech, fent him the particulars of 

Gaal’s conduct, and the difpofition of the people. 

He advifed Abimelech to plant foldiers in ambufh 

near the city; and told him, that he would pertuade 

Gaal to come out and engage him, whereby he 

would have the opportunity of getting his enemy 

into_his own power; and that he did not doubt but 

he fhould foon be able to reinftate him in his regal 


dignity. 


Book V. 
meaning his legitimate brothers. This was approv- 
ed of by his relations, who furnifhing him witha 
confiderable fum of money, he returned to his fa- 
ther’s houfe, bringing with him a fet of men, whom 
he knew to be infamous in difpofition, and willing 
to engage in any enterprize, however inconiiftent 
with laws, either human or divine. 


Warimeech The firft ttep Abimelech took, after returning 
moesins the +o his father’s houfe, was, to murder all his bro- 
vermiment é - 3 4 
Feeecanvot TACKS, EXCEPT Jotham, who happily faved himfelf by 
his tundrel, Ajohe ,; and, notwithitanding the cruelty of the 
Hand by the | action, it _aniwered the wifhes of Abimelech, no 
fait bee ONC objecting to his taking upon himtelt the go- 
aren e- yernment- Lhe people, however, had _joon realon 























































eeptjotiam. 6 witht they had not been fo pliant, for he ruled 
: them with fuch tyranny, that they were'litele better 
i ‘ Gruated than when in the hands of their enemies. 
iu He followed no other law than that of his own 

will, and even profeffed himielf an enemy to com- 


mon juttice. 


Some time after Abimelech had thus ufurped_the 
government, a day of folemnity was kept at She- 
chem, on which occafion a_prodigious concourle 
of people were affembled. Before the feitival be- 
gan, Jothain, the brother. of Abimelech, who had 
till now concealed himielf, appeared on the top. of 
Gerizim, which overlooks Shechem, and cailing 
aloud cto the people, he addrefled them in words 
to the following effect: fone , 
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In confequence of this information, Abimelech, 
after the day was clofed, placed a number of men 
in different parts at fome diftance trom the city. 
Gaal and Zebul were parading the fuburbs during 
the night as ufual ; but when the morning opened, 
aud Gaal faw men in armour approaching, he 
called aloud to Zebul, telling him, that an army 
in battle array was marching towards the city. 
Zebul faid he was miltaken, for that what he faw ae 
was nothing more than the fhadow of the moun- sheche- 
tains. But Gaal, on their nearer approach, infik- mites. 
ed they were no fhadows, but a real company of 
‘armed men. To which Zebul anfwered, * Didft 
** chou not fay that Abimelech was a flothful and 
“© cowardly prince ? Now fhew thyfelf what a man 






Byotham tae ‘There was a time, fays he, when the _trees (a) 
duran curs the ‘© had meetings together in order to regulate the go- 
ane * vernment of the vegetable part of the creation, 
faremuk- ¢© and to appoint one to rule the whole.- In acoun- 
e ible. ¢¢ @jt held on this occafion, the major part of the 

“* plants were for having the fig-tree to govern; 
* bur the fig-tree declined the honour, being fuffi- 
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oe “oot atishe i ‘ori 
: iently fatisfied with the efteem bore tor its : i C 
: se ane On_ this the trees applied to the olive - shou vched eaetey Ss with him.” eal eee 
ist ce : i ; i ingly marched again{ft the enemy, and received the 
( g the vine, both of which likewife refufed Ss g 2 I 2 
S and the ? e || firft’ fhock; but finding himfelf too weak, and 





“* for the fame reafon as had been given by the 
“* fig-tree, At length.they applied to the bramble, 
“* who daid, If you are in earneft, 1711 willingly take 
“upon me the government; but remember, you 
* muft reft quietly under my fhadow. It you 


having loft feveral of his men, he retreated, and 
fled into the city. 


Zebul took advantage of this, by prejudicing: Zebu! ca« 
the niinds of the people againit Gaal, whom he rec !tmniates 


6c " ® 5 eee 
rove refractory, there fhall come a fire out of . tec : ; : : Gaal asa 
ve chat duall dettroy you. This, faid Jotham pistented as a coward; and, in confequence of Ze- coward, and 
ke ° 2 2 ul’s influence, Gaal was expelled the city. caufes the 
isnot a tale to divert you, but to make you re- : : : : people 10 
“ flect on your abfurd conduct, in violating your In the mean time Abimelech, being informed by dive him 
outa 


** facred obligations to Gideon, by fuffering Abi- 
** melech, the murderer of the children of your de- 
“* liverer, to ufurp and tyrannize over you. This 
** Abimelech is the very fire I have told you in the 
* fable (4)”. 


After Josiim had thus delivered himfelf to the 
people, he retired, and fled to the mountains, 
where he concealed himéelf till the death of his 
cruel brother Abimelech. 


The fpeech made by Jotham opened the eyes of 
the Shechemites, who not only dethroned Abime- 
jech, but forced him out of the city; upon which 
Abimelech, and thofe who accompanied him, vow- 


ed revenge on the inhabitants. 


It happened at this time to be the feafon for ga- 
thering in the grapes ; but the people had fuch ter- 
rible apprehenfions of the cruelty of Abimelech, 
that they durft nét go into the fields to reap their 
vintage. In this diftreffed fituation they applied to 


ee ee 


(a) The Greeks pretend to have been the inventors of the 
ule of fables; but there is nothing more abfured than their 
vanity in this refpeét. A Jong time before 4Efop, and every 
other author known to their nation, the Orientals, and parti- 
cularly the Hebrews, made ufe of this ingenious manner; for 
the doing of which two reafons may be affigned. 1. Becaufe 
men would fuffer themfelves to be reprehended under this 
Rife, when they would not digeft plain words. And 2dly, 
Becaufe they heard them with delight and pleafure, and re- 
membered them better than any grave or common difcourfe. 

(6) ‘The words of this fable carry a lively image of Abi- 
melech's oftentatious fvirit, and menaces to take fevere ven- 
Seance on the nobles of Shechem, who had been chiefly in- 
trumental in his promotion, in cafe they fhould defert him. 


L The 


Zebul, that the citizens intended to profecute the Sheehem 
gathering of the vintage, placed feveral anisuit ares ; 
near the city in order to furprife them. Accord- 

ingly, on their firft coming out, he detached a third 

part of his army to take poffeffion of the gates of 

the city, and by that means to cut off the retreat 

of thofe who had left ir, When the ambufcaders 
thought it a proper time they made their appear- 

ance, which fo terrified the defencelefs Sheche- 

mites, that they attempted to fave themf{elves by 

flight, but being clofely purfued, the greater part 

fell by the fword. In the mean time the reft of 
Abimelech’s army laid fiege to the city, which they 

took on the firft affault, the inhabitants immedi?- 

ately confulting their own fafery by flight, though, 

in the attempt, many were flain. After Abimelech ; 
had thus routed the Shechemites, and made him- 

felf mafter of the city, he ordered it to be levelled Abimetech 
with the ground ; and, as che laft infult of triumph, {¢**" the 
had falt (¢) fown on thofe parts where the walls had dutroys 


ftood. the inhahi- 
dants with 


fire and 
fword, 


-_ eee 


The whole intent and meaning of it was to convince the 
Shechemites of their folly in chufing aman for their king, i 
who was no more able to proteét them, than a bramble was to 
cover other trees that fhould refort co it under the thadow of 
its branches. 

_(c) The ftrewing of falt was an old cnfom ufed on thofe 
cities whofe inhabitants had been guilty of treachery.» Norchac 
the flrewing of falt could be fuppofed to have been done to dry 
up or render the foil barren, there being no cccafion for that ia 
an inhabited town, but to fhew the deteftation in which the 
inhabitants were held for their condu& 3 and that the place, on 
that account, fhould never after be rebailt, but remain une 
peopled and defolate, . 





76 
The wretched Shechemites, who had efcaped the 

rage of Abimelech by flight, gathered themfelves 

into a body, and findinga place on_a rock which was 


rendered {trong by nature, they formed the refolu- . 


tion of fixing themfelves on this fpot, as a place of 
hai, refuge; and, to increafe its natural ftrength, they for- 
that efeaped tied it in che beft manner they could. Intimation 
fromthe of this being given to Abimélech, he matched a- 
city wke | gainft them with his army, and getting within the 
yockswhee, wall, he ordered his men to raife a pileof wood and 
by orderof faegots round the buildings, which was no fooncr 


"Thofe of 
the She- 


Abimelsehy done, than fire was immediately fer to it, and every 
Geteesea foul perifhed_in the flames. Such was‘ the fare of 
by hire. the wretched Shechemiteés, who fuffered, unlamented, 


for their ungrateful treatment of the pofterity of 
Gideon. It was a leffon to the Ifraelites to beware 
of falling into the fame hands, left they fhould fhare 
the fame fate. - pees 


Abimelech, not yet fatiated with revenge, marched 
with his army againit Thebes, and .took the outer 
town by affault. , The garrifon retreated into a 
{trong caftle; and Abimelech, pufhing the attack 


Abimelech 
furpri2gs 





narrife z 
one city, or deflroy it by fire.’ But his cruel intentions 
were happily truftrated by means of a woman, who, 
while he-was ftanding near the wall giving diredti- . 
ons to his men, threw down a large piece of a mill- 
Recall {tone (a), which falling on Abimelech’s*head, {truck 
yy uals him to thé ground. When he came a little’ to’ him- 


felf, and found the wound was mortal, he called for 
his armour-bearer, whom he defired immediately to 
thowa ups difpatch him, that it might not be faid he fell by the 
ony hands of a woman. The officer performed his com- 


a woinan. ih - ‘i 7 i. 
mands; and thus was Abimelech punifhed for his 


ora mill. 
troics 





armours (x 


bis aemour- Shechemites. When the foldiers found their leader 
hiv ownse- Was no more, they difperfed, every man retiring to 


quiet. his own habitation. os 
After the death of Abimelech, and the -re-efta- 
blif{hment of the Shechemites, one Volah, the fon 
of Puah,.an eminent man of thetribe of Iffachar, - 
was appointed leader of the people, in which office 
he continued for twenty-three years. He dwelt, 
during the whole time of his government, on mount 
- Ephraim, near the centre of the cauntry,: that ‘the : 
people might, with the greater convenience, refort 
7 to him forjudgement (d). Br Se See eee oe ; 
‘The go- On_ the death of Tolah the -government, fell 
yerament, into the hands of one Jair, a Gileadite, of the tribe 
{ain aci- of Manaffeh. ‘He was a man not only happy. in his 
ahite, 


worldly acquifitions, but alfo in his family, He 
had no lefs than thirty fons, all of whom were men 


of courage, and, with their father, univerfally . 


efteemed by the people. Jair held the government 
twenty-two years, when he died at an advanced 
age, and was buried at Camon, a city of Gilead. 


During the life of Jair, the Hraelites payed a 
roper attention both to the civil-and ecclefiaftical 


The tract» Jaws of their country; but after his death they de- 


Hes) ive, generated in their manners, giving themfelves up to 
p to vice ° = ° : % 
andimmo- every kind of vice, and difregarding every religious 
rality of duty. : 

every de- 


gree, full a The Ammonites and Philiftines, underftanding the 
prey to the manner in which the Ifraelites lived, determined to 
ind Ammo. take advantage of their negligence. They accord- 
nites ingly raifed a powerful army, with which they 
marched into their country, laying every thing 
wafte wherever they came; and, not fatisfied with 
this, they refolvéd to profecute their ravages, till 
they fhould make a thorough conqueit of the coun- 


tries on both fides the river Jordan. 


ithe The Ifraclites began now to refleét_on their paft 
een «= conduét, and to confider that the diftrefled fitua- 
them tore. tion in which they were again involved, arofe from 


yent.and = their difobedience tothe laws of their great legi- 
folicit the oS 2 


Divine ins 

terpotition 

in their be- 

halt. (2) Tt was common in that age, as well as in latter times, 
before the invention of gun-powder, to have Jarge round 
ftones kept within caftles, which were thrown over upon the 
enemies who approached the walls; and the ftone tumbled 
down by this woman feems to have been one of them. 


(4) Though there is not much recorded of this perfon, yet 
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refused to comply with their requeit, but the -Gi- nites, 


up to the very gates, refolved either to. take the. 


-it. In contequence of this Jephtha fent other am- 


cruelty: to his brethren,.and his inhumanity to the: 
they had. quietly enjoyed it upwards of three: hun- 


-pofe any monarch, however powerful, that fhould 
attempt to .infringeon their property. - 
2 . ; t 7 


’ with tears trickling from his cheeks; and, after 
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flator Mofes. They therefore offered tp pravers and 
facrifices to God, befeeching him to mtervoit in 
their behalf, and: to remove from them their pre. 
fent troubles. Their prayers were not offered in 
vain, the Almighty being pleafed to promitfe them 
his Divine affiftance , C 7. 


_. The Ammonites having entered the country of 
Gilead with a large .army, the inhabitants took up’ 
arms in order to ,oppofe them ; but they were ata” 
lofs how ro aét for want of a leader. At length they 
bethought themfelves of one Jephtha, a man of fin: 
gular courage and conduct, who refided.ar a place 
called Tob, and maintained an army under him at 
his own expence. ‘T'o this perion the Gileadites fent 
meffengers, with a promife that, if he would affitt 
them againit the Ammonites, they would confer the 
government on him during his life. . Jephtha, at firft, 







and 4: 


leadites continuing to prefs him with.repeated im- 
ortunitics, he at length complied; but not before Jer 
he had made them take oaths of fidelity to him as % 


their general, 





This matter being-adjufted, Jephtha joined his 
‘army with that of the Gileadites, and, atter giving 
fome neceffary orders, marched with the whole body « 
to Mifpeh. From hence‘he fent ambaffadors to the 
king of the Ammonites, to-demand the reafon of his @ 
invading the, country ‘of the Gileadites.. His an. 
fwer was, that the land was his; that the Ifraelites; in 
their paffage from Egypt, had taken it from his an- 
ceftors; and that he was now determined to recover 


baffadors to tell the king of Ammon, that, if either 
conquest of prefeription conferred a title, they had 
ajutt right to the country they poffeffed, fince they 
took it not from them, but the Ammonites; that 


dred years; and that they were determined to op- 


‘This peremptory declaration putan end to their 
treaty; and immediate preparations were made on 
-both fides, to determine the conteft by the fword. 
‘But’ before Jephtha took the field, he prayed. to 
God, -in the moft fervent manner, to grant him fuc- 
‘cefg; and made a folemn vow, that, if he proved Jeph 
‘victorious, he would ‘offer up to him, in facrifice, 
the firit living creature he fhould meet on his re- { 
turn to his family. 


Witlr this refolution Jephtha attacked the enemy, 
and, ina fhort time, obtained a compleat victory ; 
great numbers being flain, and the ref put to flight. 
Efe purfued and killed the fugitives as far as the 
city of Maniah; from whencé he proceeded to “ 
the country of Ammon, where he deitroyed many 
cities, and divided the fpoil among his. army. | Thus 
did Jephtha totally fubdue his enemies, and redeem 
the Ifraclites from a flate of flavery, under which 
they had laboured upwards of eighteen years. 


dages 


‘The war being over, Jephtha returned to his fa- 
mily, when, lo! inftead of receiving that fatisfac- 
tion he expected after fo long an ablence, a circum- 
ftance occurred that_ pierced him to the-hearr. On 
approaching hishoute, the firft objec that prefented 
itfelf was his only daughter, who was Aying with 
eager joy_to receive and bid him welcome. When 
Jephtha faw his daughter, his foul almoft funk with- 
in him, and, for fome time, he was unable to fpeak. 
Having a little recovered himfelf, he looked at her | 


blaming her for her officioufnefs in coming to meet 
him, told her the vow he had made, by which he 
had obliged himfelf to offer her to God as a facri- 
fice. The innocent devotee did not appear the leatt 
alarmed at this melancholy intelligence ;. but, with 





it may be reafonably fuppofed hz was a prudent and peaceable 
man ; thathe removed abufes from among the people, endea- 
voured to fupprefs idola:ry, appeafed tumults, and healed thofe 
wounds which had been given to the fate during the ufuspa- 
tion of Abimelech. = 
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Book V. 


. tall, handfome man, telling her, ** He b 


replied, that, if the lofs of her life. 
yrould fecure his honour, and the liberty otf her 
county, fhe would willingly part with it. She only 
requetted fe would indulge her with two months, 
thac {he might have an opportunity of taking a pro- 
per tarewell of all her acquaintances and that, after 
that time was expired, he might fulfil his vow. Her 
father granted her requeft ; and, at the expiration of 
the two months, fhe was made a facrifice, which 
was the confequence of the rafh vow made by Jeph- 
tha, the fulfilment of which was neither conform- 
able either to law or juftice. 


great coolnefs, 


The fuccefs of Jephtha againft the Ammonites 
gave great umbrage to the Ephraimites, who told 
him he had engaged in the late expedition, without 
confulting them, from ambitious motives, and that 
he might referve not_only the booty, bur the glory 
of the aétion to himfelf. Jéphtha told them, chey 
were not infenfible of the oppreffion under which 
their allies laboured 5 and that they had been ap- 

lied to for their affiftance, but retufed to give it. 
That they had aéted with great injuftice, and that it 
they did not content themfelves and be quiet, he 
svould compel them to it by force. 


Jephtha finding tlie Ephraimites paid no attention 
to his remonftrance, but, on thecontrary, had railed 
an army to oppofe him, he immediately marched 
againft them, when a dreadful battle enfued, in 
which the Ephraimites were totally defeated, and 
22,000 were killed on the fpot. 


Having thus reduced the refractory Ephraimites, 
Jephtha returned to Tob, where he died, and was 
buried at Sebeth, in Gilead, the place of his nati- 
vity. 


After the death of Jephtha, the government was 
vetted in the hands of Abfan, a citizén of Bethle- 
hem, and of the tribe of Judah. He ruled only feven 
years, when he died at an advanced age, and’ was 
buried at Bethlehem. 


Abfan was fucceeded by Elon, of the tribe of 
Zebulon, who governed ten years, during which 
time nothing material occurred. 


Elon was fucceeded by Abdon, the fon of He- 
liel, of the tribe of Ephraim. He was univerfally 
beloved by the people, and died at a very advanced 
age, leaving behind him_a numerous progeny. He 
was buried with ae funeral pomp in the city of 
Pharathon, the place of his nativity. 


CHAP. X. 
Che birth; life, exploits, and death of Sam/on: 


Agee the death of Abdon, the Ifraelites, not 

having a proper leader, were greatly perfe- 
cuted by the Philiftines, who fubdued them in molt 
parts of the country, and kept themin a very fer. 
vile tate upwards of forty years, when they were hap- 
pily relieved by the following means. 


There was acertain man, named Manoah, of the 
family of the Danites, who, without exception, was 
etteemed the beft and principal perfon of his tribe. 
He had a moft beautiful woman to his wife, and was 
exceeding fond ofher; but his happinefs was greatly 
curtailed by her not bearing children. In confe- 
quence of his uneafinefs on this account, he fre- 
quently walked with his wife to a retired {pot near 
the fuburbs of the city, when heoffered up fupplica- 
tions toGod, that h¢ would grant him a lawful heir 
to fucceed him. On one of the days Manoah went 


on this errand, he left his wife for a fhort time alone, ° 


when an angel appeared to her in the likenefs of a 

Ifo rought 
her glad tidings; for that, by the favour of God, 
fhe thould bring forth a fon, who fhould preve re- 
markable for his ftrength, and humble the pride of 
the Philiftines,; charging her not to cut his hair, 
nor fuffer him to tafte any drink ftronger than water; 
ior fo God had enjoined.” After faying tltis, the 
angel difappeared, ; a 
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When Manozh returned to his wife, fhe related 


to him the particulars of al) that had paffed, and de- 
feribed the perton of the meffenger with fuch an ap- 
parent fecret_fatistaction, thac Manoah was touched 
with jealouly, and intimated his fufpicion that an 
illegal intercourle had taken plate between them. 
The woman, iecing the uneafinefs of her_hufband, 
and defirous of removing his fufpicions, fell on her 
knees, and earneitly prayed to God, “* That he would 
again vouchfafe to fend his angel, that her hufband 
might alfo_ behold him.” Her prayers were heard 
and granted; the angel appeared a fecond time to 
her alone ; whereupon fhe prevailed on him to ftay. 
till fhe fhould fetch her hufband. When Manoah 
came, he afked the angel to repeat what he_ had be- 
fore faid to his wite in private. The angel replied, 
“© Ic was jufficienc that his wife had been made ac- 
guainted with the things he had told her.” Ma. 
noah then afked the angel to tell him who he was, 
that he and his wife might make fome return for 
the news he had brought them when the child fhould 
be born. The angel replied, “ Hedid not ftand 
in need of any reward, nor was it from any lucra- 
tive motive he had brought him the intelligence.”? 
Manoah then entreated the angel to ttay and take 
fome refrefhment, which he at firft refufed, but at 
length agreed to; Manoah then flewa kid, and or- 
dered his wite to drefs it with all expedition. When 
it was ready, the angel told the woman to put the 
flefh, together with the bread, ona rock. ‘I'his be- 
ing done, the angel touched the meat with a rod he 
had in his hand, when immediately a flame of fire 
burft from the rock, and conijumed both meat and 
bread; andthe angel, in the fight et Manoah and 
his wite, alcended in the tmoak. 


When Manoah beheld this, he was ftruck with 
fear, thinking it portended fome great evil to come: 
but his wife endeavoured to remove his apprehen- 
fions, by faying, “* Lt God had been dilpleafed with 
them, he would neither have accepted their fa- 
crifice, nor imparted to them the knowledge of fuch 
good tidings.” 


A fhort time after this the woman became preg- 
nant ; and when the child was born, it proved to be 
a fon, whom they named Samfon, which fignifies 
robuft, or firong. The woman ftri@tly obferved the 
orders fhe had received from the angel; and as the 
child grew up, he difcovered the moit manifeft figns 
of his becoming what had been foretold previous to 
his birth; 


When Samfon was arrived to the age of maturity, 
he fell in love with the daughter of a Philiftine, 
who lived at Timnath; and though his parents did 
not approve of the match, becaufe fhe was fprun® 
from an idolatrous family, yet fiich was their af- 
fection for their fon, that they indulged his paffion, 
and went with him to Timnath to treat about the 
marriage. As their were on their journey, and Sam- 
fon was ftraggling a fimall diftance from the com- 
pany, all on a fudden he difcovered a young lion 
running towards hini with open mouth. Samion 
was notin the leaft intimidated at this fight: and, 
when the lion approached, he feized him by the 
throat, and ftrangled him with as much eafe as if 
ic had been a kid; after which he threw the body 
into a thicket. A fhort time after, as he was 
travelling on the very fame road, he went out 
of his way to look at the carcafe of the lion; when, 
to his great furprize, he found a {warm of bees 
working in the breaft of the beaft. He took out 
three of the honey-combs, which he preferited to 
his bride ; but did nor tell her in what manner he 
had obtained them. 


The nuptials being now to be folemnized, (the 
ceremony and entertainments of which lafted feven 


days), the relations of the bride brought with them 


thirty of the ftouteft and handfomett young men 
they could felect, not out of compliment and re- 
fpect to Samfon, as they pretended, but as a guard 


‘over him, left, trom his great ftrength, he fhould, 


when in his cups, do fome particular mifchief. in 
the courfe of the firft day, when harmony wuni- 
verfally appeared among the company, Samion 
addrefied himfelf to the thirty young mer, telling 

U then 
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Propounds a 
riddle to 
thirty com- 
panions at 
the celebra- 
tion of his 
nuptials, 
Judges xiv. 
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them he had a (2) riddle to propound to them, and 


"GF they would explain it before the expiration of 


the ieven days, he would give to each man a fhirt 
and a coat. Lhe Philiftinesaccepted'the propofal, 
and defired Samfon to ftate the queftion ; which he 
did as follows : ‘* Out of the eater came torth meat, 
and out of the ftrong came forth fweetnefs.” The 
Philittines laid their heads together to expound this 
riddle ; bur, after three ‘days, finding their endea- 
vours fruitlefs, and defpairing to accomplifh it 
before the expiration .of the time, they went to the 
new bride, and threatened:her, if fhe did not get the 
fecret from ‘her hufband;, and reveal it to them, 
they would burn her todeath.. Intimidated at thefe 
threats, the woman-fat about the bufinefs,-and, after 
great difficulty, obtained from Samfon the parti- 
culars of his killing’ the.lion, and of the honey- 


combs _he had found in the carcafe, and brought to . 
her; all. which fhe privately communicated to the © 


Philiftines. Towards the clofe of the feventh day, 


which was the time appointed for folving the rid- ' 
dle, the Philiftines aflembled,-one of whom, .ad- . 


dreffing himfelf to Samfon, faid, ‘* Nothing -is 
** {tronger than a lion,.or.fweeter than honey.” 
**- No,” (replied Samfon), nor falfer than the woman 
*¢ who has enabled you to’expound the riddle.” 


Samfon was greatly irritated at this impofition, but | 


determined to fulfill his engagement-witlr the thirty 
men. -To do this, he went, in the- heat of his 
paffion, to the city of Afkalon (4), belonging to 
the Philiftines, where having flain thirty men, he 
brought away their fhirts and coats, and delivered 
them to thoie who expounded the riddle. Fired 
with refentment at the treachery of his wife, Samfon 
Jefe her ; and fhe, in revenge, married a young man 
who had been one of Samfon’s principal compa- 
nions during the wedding week. . 


Sansfon was fo enraged at the treatment he had 
received from his wife, that he determined not only 
to wreak his vengeance on her, but the whole-coun- 

of the Philiitines; and an opportunity foon 


tr 7 . . . . 
: ofercd; which enabled him to put his defign into 


execution. It happened to be near the time of har- 
vet, and the corn being ripe on the ground, Sam- 
fon hit upon a project for deftroying it, and thereby 
diftreffing the Philiftines. by famine. He got to- 


gether three hundred foxes (c), and tying them two .|} 


and two by their tails, with a lighted torch between 
each pair, he turned them loofe, when running into 
the fields, they not only deftroyed all the corn, but 


likewife the vines and olive-trees, fo that the whole - 


country, for a time,.appeared in one continued 
blaze. ; 7 ; 


“When the Philiftines underftood that Samfon was 


the author of this deftruction, and that he had been , 
induced to take fuch a ftep in revenge for the: 


treatment he had received from his wite’s family, 


they fenc a number of people, with proper officers, © 


LT TS: 


(a) It was a very ancient cuftom for the matters of feafts to 
propofe enigmas to their guetts, in order to exercife their wit, 
and enliven converfation, inftead of paffing their whole time in 
downright eating and drinking. 
cuftom from the Ovientals, and they generally propofed a re- 
ward to thofe who expounded the riddle. y 

(3) This city was fituated between Azoth and Gaza, on the 
conii of the Mediterranean Sea, about 526 furlongs diftant from 
Jerufalem. 


ferved as prieft. {: had, in the firft times of Chriftianity, an 


epifcapal fee ; and, in the courfe of the holy war, it was beau- | 
lined with a new wall, and many fair buildings, by Richard I. ; 


king of Engiand, 
(ed Poness itis well 


have th 
he might clear his own country of fuch noxious animals; and, 





atthe fame time, he very well knew, no creature could be : 


more cénvenient for his curpofe of annoying and detriment- 


ing his enemies: for, as thefe creatures are very fwift of foot, | 


and have a natural dread of fire, they could not well fail, when 


once they were turned into it, of fettigg the ftanding corn in © 


a blaze; and then, as they wereticd in couples, tail to tail, this 


The Greeks derived this . 


It is faid to have been of great note among the | 
Gentiles, in antient times, for atemple, dedicated to Dicreto, : 
the mother of Semiramis, here worfhipped in the form of ‘a: 
mermaid ; and for another temple of Apollo, where Herod, ;} 
the father of Antipater, and grandfather of Herod the Great, ! 


known, are very apt to doa great deal ' 
of imitchicf wherever they abound ; and therefore Samfon might | 
arther defien in collecting fo many, viz. that thereby | 





‘to the camp of the Philiftines, who no fooner faw 


-reft, that, inftead of making any refiftance, they 


‘In this diftreffed fituation he mace his application to 


“by the name of the Jaw. 


“the greateft fury againft them : 
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to Firnnath, who feizing Samfon’s wife, with her 
father and relations, burnt them all alive, as being 
the fpecial-caufe of fo great a calamity.. 


Samfon continued to commit various depredations « 
in different parts of the country belonging to the « 
Philiftines; till at léngth, being apprehenfive of } 
danger, he retired, foriecurity, to a rock (d) near 
Etam, .belonging to the tribe of Judah. 


When-the Philiftines knew where Samfon had fe- 
creted him{elf, they fent ambaffadors to the inhabi- + 
tants of EKtam, with orders that they fhould deliver 
him into:their hands. In confequence of this they bi 
went with an-armed force to Samfon’s retreat, and, 
after expoftulating with him on the danger to which 
they were expofed en his account, begged he would 
give himfelf quietly upto the Philiftines, 


.. Samfon-not only complied with their requeft, but 
Iybmitted himfelf to be:bound with cords, on con- 
dition that they would do him no farther hurt 
than delivering him into the hands’ of the enemy. 
Accordingly.he came from the rock, and being 
brought to the ambaffadors, they conducted hiny 


him at a diftance, than they: ran in confiderable 
bodies to meet him, exfulting at cheir conqueft over 
fo daring an invader. But Sarnfon foon convinced 
them of the impropriety of their imaginations. As 
‘foon. as they. came near him, he fuddenly fnapped 
the cords with which he was bound, and‘ feeing the 
jaw-bone (e) of an afs lying on the-ground, he ! 
took it up, afid falling on the Philiftines, he flew ret 


one thoufand on the fpot, which fo intimidated the thotz 
Phit 
betook themfelves to flight. Samfon exulted be- treed 
yond bounds at this victory, inftead of afcribing it, ans. 


as he ought, to the affiftaneé of the Divine Power. 


Fatigued with this encounter, and being erative Hea 
thirfty, he fought for water, but found himfelf in Veh 


~ 5 elt, bt 
a place where no fuch refrefhment was to be had. fin 
length te 
fober mid 
by thirt: 
when Gs! 


God,* who immediately caufed a ftream of delicious 
water to flow from an hollow rock adjoining to_ the 
fpot where Samfornhad flain the Philines; from 


which circumftance the place was ever after known jf. 


After this fingular’conqueft Samfon looked upon ; 
the Philiftines with contempt; and not fearing any idee 
-hurt they could do him, he went openly into one of !, 
the cities, called Gaza, where he took up his refi- 7°" 
dence in a_houfe of public entertainment. The 
governor of the town being informed of Samfon’s 
fituation, placed guards without the gates of the 
city, during the day, to prevent his leaving the place. 

But Samfon, having received intelligence of this, | 
totally baffled the governor’s intention. He_rofe 
about midnight, and taking the two. gates (f), to- 





would make them draw one againft the other; and beingthere- 
by retarded in their flight, and ftaying longer in a place, they . 
would -give the fire more time to fpread itfelf, and at length oc~ 
cafion an univerfal conflagration. ; oi 

. (a) This rock was fo formed by nature as to be acceffible only 
by one path,‘and that fo narrow as not to admit two people to 
walk:a breaft; by which it was, perhaps, one of ‘the mott de~ 
.fenfible places that could‘bé-met ‘with. 

(e) It may appear ftrange to fome that a fingle perfon, with 
no other inftrument than ‘the: jaw-bone of an afs, fhould be 
-able to lay fo many people dead at his feet ; but all wonder will 
_ceafe, when we properly attend to the words of the. facred text, 
that, “at the time, £* the-Spirit of the’ Lord came mightily up~ 
Jon him.’* The Philiftines, no doubt, were altonifhed to fee the 
cords fall fo fwddenly from his hands, and he advancing with 
: 2 but the whole muft be afcrib- 
ed-to the power cf God, who can increafe our ftrength in all re~ 
fpects, to what degree’ he pleafes ; and at the fame time en- 
feeble the fpirits of thofe who oppofe his defigns in fuch a man- 
nex;.that they fhould not have power to help themfelves. 

From this fingular atchievement the place was afterwards 
called-Ramath-Lehi, which, ‘in the Hebrew language, fignifies 
the lifting up of the jaw-bone. 

(f) He did nat lay to break open the gates, but plucked the 
pots ont of the ground, with the doors hanging upon them faft 
‘barred’; which extraordinary aétion fo aitonifhed the guards, 
that they had not power to follow him, - So 
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Fook V. 
Sep iucks vp gether withthe pofts, bars, belts, and chains, he laid 
gee: sates of them on his fhoulders, and carrying them.to a hill, 
m4 





ee them Called Mount Hebron, there lett them. 


Eheo tre lop of 





Rareten Some time after this a circumftance happened, 
Bese hich, in che end, -proved fatal to Samion. | Being 
Spatsin love Naturally of an amorous difpoiition, he fell in love 
eet hy with a common prottitute of the Philiftines, named 







wled-jlilah, with whom he was fo infatuated.as not to 
pay che leait attention to his own fafety. The prin- 
cipal leader of the Phililtines obterving Sam{on’s un- 
governable paffion for this woman, determined to 
take advantage of it. They accordingly ient for her, 
and, when fhe came, they promifed her, if fhe would 
Jearn of Samfon, and difcover to them, what was 
the caufe of his wonderful ftrength, and how he 
might be deprived of it, they would reward her with 
a confiderable fum of money. 


Delilahen- The treacherous Delilah undertook the tafk, and 
devours fed all the art fhe was. miftrefs of to obtain from 
eae ten Samfon the important fécret. For fome. time he 
sine amufed her with fictions, and made her believe his 
ftrength conlifted iometimes in onething, and fome- 
times inanother; firit, that binding him with bands 
made of green withs; then that tying him with fe- 
ven ropes never before ufed; and again, weaving 
his hair into treffés, and filleting them up, would 
bereave him ‘of his itrength. Delilah tried all theie 
maxims; but finding them of no effect, fhe up- 

: braided Samfon for his falfenefs, and told him his 
i apparent affection was all deceit, otherwife he would 
y not hefitate to tell her a matter fhe was {fo anxioufly 
i. at 





c prevae 
‘Ficates with 
er for 


delirous to know. Act length, by daily importu- 
nities, did the treacherous Delilah prevail on Sam- 
fon to divulge the important fecret, viz. **That in 





u ath ete ‘ e 

ee, ne the prefervation_ of his hair lay all his. ftrength 
pacfcn. Sand decurity.”? From the manner in which Sam- 
4 fon told this, Delilah believed he fpoke truth; and 
t. foon after tried the experiment, by cutting off his 
ie hair as he lay fleeping with his head if ‘her lap. 


Deitah ai- When fhe found him divefted of his ftrength, and 
Set Limof no longer able to defend himfelf, fhe delivered him 
ze up to his enemies, who, after putting out his eyes, 


3 
3 


hin tohis and leading him about the-ftreets as a.public f{pec- 
nei tacle to che people, fent him to prifon. 

oO putout , 
Shis eyes, and 
alt him in 







In procefs of time Samfon’s hair grew again, and 


Ato prion. = With it returned his ftrength. This, however, was 
poanien’s not thought of by the Philiftines, and Samfon, 
Bttength re. When an opportunity offered, took advantage of it, 
‘arn toge- to the deftruétion of great numbers of his enemies. 





Sher, On a certain day was held a feaft, atc which were 
prefent the Greater part of the princes and nobility 
among the Philiftines. The feaft was held ina very 
elegant and fpacious building, the .roof of which 
was fupported by only two pillars. In the height 
Hie is caltea OF their jollicy they fent for blind Samfon, and tor 
Hou: to make {ome time made him the fport of the company. 
gihe Phili- Samfon was vexed to the heart at this treatment, 
and knowing his flrength, refolved to return it on 
his perfecutors. Fle complained of beirig greatly 
fatigued with itancling fo long, and defired the boy 
that led him_to the place, to let him lean againt{t 
one of the pillars to reft himfelf The boy com- 
plied with his requeft, when Samfon, grafping the 
pillar with his arm (after a fhort ejaculation to God 
‘for the reftoration of his former ftrength) gave it 
fuch a fhake that the whole building (a) immedi- 
ith. ately fell to the ground ; and Samfon, with about 
three thoufand men, were buried in the ruins. 








fa) The building in which this tranfation happened was 
formed in the fhape of an amphitheatre, and folely adapted 
for the purpofe of feflivity on particular occafions. It may 
appear Rrange to fome that the frength of a man fhould be 
able to fhake fo great a fabric ; but their wonder will ceafe 
when they confider the nature of its confiruétion; the moft 
clear defcription of which is thus given by that great archi- 
tect Sir Chrifopher Wren. ** In confidering (fays he) what 
** this fabric muft be, that could at one pull be demolifhed, 
T conceive it was an oval amphitheatre, the fcenein the 
middle, where a vait roof of cedar-beams, refting round 
upon the walls, centered all upon one fhort architrave, 
that united two cedar pillars in the middle: one pillar 
would not be fufficient to unite the ends of at leaft one 

hundred beams that tended to the center; therefore, I 
“* fay, there muft be a short architraye refting upon two pil- 
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_, Such was the end_of Samfon, after having held 
the government of Ifracl twenty years. He was a 
man remarkable not only for his great ftrength, 
but his diftinguifhed magnanimity, and purtued, 
to the laft moment of his life, his revenge on the 
enemies of his country. When his relations beard 
of his death, they took his budy to Sarata, the 
Place of his nativicy, and there depolited ic in the 
jepulchre of his anceitors. 


CHAP. XI. 


Eli fuccecds Samfon in the government. Boas marries 
Ruth, from whom came Obed, the grandfather 6 
David. The birth of Samuel. The Lraclites en- 
gaze with the Philiftines, are defeated, and their 
ark taken by the eneniy, s 


fA ae the death of Samfon the government of 
the Hraclites fell to Eli, the high prieft, during 
whofe time there happened a mot dreadful famine. ais 
.To_avoid the confequences of this calamity, one vinden 
Abimelech, acitizen of Bethlehem, and of the tribe | es imwtie 
of Judah, removed, with Naomi, his wife, and his nts! Me- 
Ml, NU abaith bis 
two fons, named Mahlon and Cheliion, to the land Giewwmi, 
ot Moab. | After living very happily at this place ea: 
for fome time, Abimelech married ‘his fons to two %* 
women of the country, named Orpha and Ruth; 
the former being efpouied to Chellion, and the lat- 
ter to Mahlon. : 








‘At the expiration of ten years Abimelech and 

his two fons died, within a fhore time of each other. 

Naomi was inconfolable tor the lofs of fuch -near 
relatives, for whole fake fhe had quitted her native 
country. She therefore formed the refolution of 
returning to Bethlehem ; on which the wives of her ysomi ree 
two “fons, who had a-great affeétion for her, and turns to her 
were unwilling to be jeparated, imporctuned her to o“" seule 
take them with her. Naomi advifed them to con- {% Yhuhe 
tinue in their native place, and wifhed they might tcr-in-iaw 
be happier with their next hufbands than they had ®t. 
been with her fons. She told them it was not in 

her power to give them any affiftance, and that it 

would be imprudent for them to rifque fo long a 
journey, for no other purpofe than that of condol- 
ingwith a wretched mother-in-law. Orpha liftened 

to Naomi’s remontftrance, and ftaid behind ; -but 

Ruth being refolute, fhe and her mother-in-law fet 

out on their journey. , 


When they entered the city of Bethlehem, fome Rose dniees 
of the people, who recollected the features of Na- tains Na. 
omi, with furprize faid, Art thou not Naomi, che om ard 
wife of Abimelech? “fo which he replicd, Call (ying 
me not Naomi, but rather Mara; (the former, in the manner. 
ae fignitying bappinefs, and the latter for- Rethii. 
row. 

‘It was now the time of harveft, and Ruth, in 
order to obtain fuftenance for hertelf and mother- 
in-law, begged fhe would let her go into the fields ayer eaea 
to glean. Naomi affenting, Ruth went on the bu- inv the 
fineis; and, after being fome lirtle time in the fields, {24> 
was. accofted by a fervant of Boaz, (the matter of &°" 
the land, and a kinfman of Abimelech, Naomi’s 
deceafed hufband), with whom fhe had fome con- 
verfation. Some time after Boaz came into the field 





** Jars, npon which all the beams tending to the center of 
«¢ the amphitheatre migh: be fupported. Now if Samfon, 
** by his miraculous flrength prefling upon thefe piila's, moved 
“¢ them from their bafes, the whole roof muit of neceffity 
** fall, The fuppofition, therefore, that the ends of the 
beams were united in a circle in the midale will remove any 
difficulty that may arife from confidering that no lefs than 
3000 perfons were {pectators of Samfon’s ill treatment from the 
roof; for this manner of coniiruétion mutt naturaily afford a 
fufficient convenience for the purpofe, 

Pliny mentions two theatres built at Rome by Caius Curio, 
which were large enough to contain the whole Roman people, 
and yet of fo fingular aconftruétion, as to depend ona fingle 
hinge or pivot, And in Tacitus we read of great deltrudtion 
being made by the fall of a theatre fimilar to this occafioud 
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himfelf, and feeing Ruth, enquired: of his ‘fervant | 
who fhe was, and from whence fhe came. The 

feryant, who had learned from her the particulars 

of her life and prefent fituation,; related the whole 

to Boaz, who was to pleafed with her for the refpect 

fhe fhewed her mother-in-law, that he ordered his 

fervant to tell her, fhe was not only at liberty to 

glean in.his fields, but to gather what fhe thought 

proper, and that fhe fhould be allowed loth food 

and drink in common with the reapers. Ruth re- 

gerved a part of her allowance for her mother-in- 

law, and, in the evening, carried it home with her. 
corn, when fhe related to Naomithe occurrences of 

the day. 


_. When Naomi underftood who was the perfon 
that had been jo great a benefactor to Ruth, fhe 
told her he was a_near kinfman, and. being a .man 
of a pious and liberal difpofition, he might pro- 
bably extend his benevolence to their mutual.ad- 
vantage. She therefore advifed Ruth to profecute 
her labours, and to attend in the fields with the 
gereents of Boaz, during the remainder of the har- 
veft, 


The harveft being over, Boaz was very diligent 
in threfhing his corn; and being one day greatly 
fatigued, he laid himfelf onthe floor and fell afleep, 
in which fituation he was left by the people who 
had attended him. Information of this being given 
to Naomi, fhe advifed Ruth to go to the barn, and 
lay herfelf gently at his feet, imagining that when 
Boaz fhould wake and difcover her, it might pro- 
duce fomething to her advantage. 


Ruth, thinking it her duty to comply with the 
orders of her mother-in-law, immediately, went, and 
getting into the barn, Jaid herfelf at the feet of 
Boaz. About the middle of the night Boaz awoke, 
and perceiving a woman lying by him, afked who 
fhe was. .Ruth immediately difcovered herfelf, and 
begged he would permit her to lie by him as one 
of his handmaids, which Boaz granted, and again 
fell afleep. Early in the morning, before the fer- 
vants were come to their work, Boaz‘defired Ruth 
to get up, and, after taking as much corn as fhe 
could carry, Zo immediately to her mother-in-law, 
that fhe might not be feen by any of the fer: ants ; 
for though nothing had taken place between them 
ofa criminal nature, yet it.;was prudent to avoid 
calumny, which would certainly arife fhould fhe 
be found with him.‘ “* But (fays Boaz) before you 
** go, I have this ta fay to you., There is a perfon 
** of much nearer kin to you than Iam. [ will 
** afk him if he chufes to marry you: if he confents 
** you moft go with him, but if he refufes, I will 
“* marry you myfelf.” Ruth then departed; and 
when fhe got home, related all that had pafled to 
her mother-in-law, who was highly pleated with 
her fuccefs, and the expectations of fo profitable 
an alliance. 


About the middle of the day Boaz went into the 
city, and covened an affembly of the elders. As 
foon as they were met, he fent for Ruth and the 
kinfman nearelt allied to her, both of whom ap- 

caring, Boaz addrefled himielf to the man as fol- 
ows: If I am not miftaken, - you are at prefent 
** in pofleffion of the inheritance of Abimelech and 
‘© his fons.”” To which he replied, ‘* I am, and the 
** Jaw has put me in poffeffion of it, as being near- 
** eft of blood.”? Boaz anfwered, ‘* The fame law 
‘© that gives you one part obliges you to take the 
“other. Before you ftands the widow of Mahlon, 





(a) The reafon ofthis feems to be grounded upon the law, 
by which the Grit-born of fuch marriage was to bear the name 
ofthe woman's former huiband, in order to keep up his name 
in Ufracl; fo thac if this kinfman had married Ruth, and fhould 
have lad bur one fon by her, thae fon being not to bear his 
name, batine mame cf her former hufband, he himfelf would 
have no fon to keep up his name in Hrael: fo that not being 
willing to run this hazard, he declined the parchafe, 

(6) ‘Phere was a manner of confirming bargains, fales, ex- 
cha and alienations, among the ffraglites. It confilted of 
nweforis ; the tirtt of which was penal, as when a man refufed 
ro marry the wire cf his brother, whe died without iffue: 














“their remiffnefs, and to forewarn them of the event 
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and you are bound by the law (2) either to marry 
** her, or quit the inheritance.” The man faid he 
could not marry her, having already a wife and 
children. He therefore refigned the woman and 
eftate to Boaz, who was the next in kindred to the 
deceafed. In confequence of this declaration, Ruth 
was commanded.to unloofe the fhoe (4) of the man, 
and {pit in his face, agreeable to the cuiftom ,ufed 
on fuch occafions. ; 


or 


“ce 


A few days after Boaz took Ruth to wife, and at 
the expiration of a year fhe was delivered of a fon. f 
The boy was placed under the care of. Naomi, who * 
called him by the name of Obed, fignifying, in 
the Hebrew language, fervice, or affiftance; which 
fhe expected from him in her more advanced years. 
From Obed came Jeffe, the father of David, in ., 
whofe family rhe government continued one and 4, 
twenty generations. 
my accounts ‘of Ruth, to fhew the power and wife 
diipenfations of Providence, who can raife charac. 
ters to the molt clevated dignity on earth, however 
infignificant the objects from whom they are dc- 
fcénded. 


The Ifraelites grew exceeding indolent urider tlie 
government ot Eli, which being obferved by the 
Philiftines, they determined to take advantage of it. 
The general diffipation’of the people arofe from the 
precedent fec them by tke two fons of Eli, named 
Hophni and Phineas, who was mere’ libertines. 
They domineered over the men, and violated the 
women at their devotions; and fo far were they ° 
from being content with the portions which Goil 
had allotted them as priefts, thar they forced from 
the people (even before they had made their obla- 
tions) what part of the facrifice they pleafed; which 
gave fo general a difguft, that religion grew into 
contempt, and the worfhip of God was almofk to 
totally difufed. 


The Almighty was pleafed to chaftife them for 


by the prophet Samuel ;- of whofe birth the follow- 
ingare the particulars : 


In the city of Ramah, belonging to the tribe of 
Ephraim, lived aman named Elkanah, who had 
two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. He went three 
times a year to Shiloh, to offer up his ufual facrifice, 
and, as he was a pious and_ religious man, he ge- 
nerally took his two wives with him, that they, in 

-like manner, might make their oblations. Hannah ™ 
had not any children, notwithftanding which fhe 
was Elkanah’s favourite; and at every teaft, on the © 


peace-offering, he ufually fent her a feparate mefs, ** 


and of this choiceft meat. Peninnah, being highly. 
offended at the particular attention being paid to 
Hannah, vented her refentment by upbraiding her 
with fterility, or want of children, This greatly 
affected Hannah, infomuch that all her hufband 
faid could not affuage her grief. As foon as fhe 
arofe from table, fhe haftened to the tabernacle, and 
there prayed to God, in the moft fervent manner, 
that he would be pleafed to blefg her with a fon, 
for which favour fhe promifed to make him a Na- 
zarite, and folely to devote him to his fervice. Her 
prayers were heard, and, ina propei time, fhe con- 
ceived, and brought forth aion, whom fhe called s 
Samuel, that is to fay, Afked of God. Hannah, as + 
fhe had promifed, went to the tabernacle at ShiJoh, # 
and after offering a { : 
birth of her fon, and paying the tenths according 





ie 


in this cafe the Iaw commanded that the woman fond take 
off his fhoe, and fpit in his face, at the fame time ning 
thefe words: ** ‘Thus fhallit be done to the man that re- 
*¢ fufeth to raife up iffue to his brother’s family.” ‘The fecond 
was ceflionary, or in taken of refignation, and did not exe 
tend to the compelling of the kinfman in the fecond, third, 
or fourth degree, to marry the wieow, but he might transfer 
his right to any other of the kindred 5 and asa fign of his cef- 
fion or tranflation of his right, he took off his fhoe, and deli- 
vered itto that Kinfman who would marry the widow in the 
prefence of the eliers. 
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to cuftom, fhe delivered him to Fii, who cloathed 
him with a proper habit, that he might atrend on 
the fervice of the tabernacie, After this Hiannah 
had feveral other fons, and three daughters, by her 
huiband, Elkanah. 

When Samuel had attained to his thirteenth year, 
God was pleated to make him his agent, by inipiring 
Mprophecy 2¢ him with the power of prophecy. | As Samuel was 
ghirken’ =~ one night afleep, God called him by his name, 
wee fess hich he caking for the voice of Eli, imme- 
diately ran to him to know his pleafure, when he 
told him that he was miitaken, fur that he had not 
mentioned his name. On this Samuel retired, and 
went again to reft, when he was. repeatediy diiiurb. 
ed by the fame voice; upon which he again went 
to Eli, and told him how diftincily he had been 
feveral times Called, and that he chou she it co be his 
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a voice. Eli faid it was not ‘him, but the voice of 
Ve God. He then told Samuel to retire aQain CO retl, 
st and when he heard the voice again, to iay, “ dicre I 
y * am, Lord; fpeaks tor thy ferven fy rreth, and 
te “is ready to obey thee.” Samuel cia as iit had 
ee ordered; and, when he again heaic tie voice, an- 
¥ twered,“‘* Here Tam, Lord, ready to ia wharto- 
= “ever thou fhalt command.” “The voice replied, 
Peta. Sas Know, then, that calaniitics hang over Hraci, 
Snighty, bY Ms greater than have been hitherto known. Phe 
fgneans of two fons of Eli fhall be cut off in cne das, und 
SSamucl, 








‘the priefthood fhali be taken from him. dadiven 
aes * to the family of Eleazar : for Ett his preterred 


is wrath 





Sgaint ti, ** his children to my honour and wourtaip.’’ 
for thewieks 
We cthis , Samuel was unwilling to relate thefe melancholy 





: tidings to Eli; bur being at length urged to it, he 
gsi, gave a particular account of the whole revelauon, 
which i received with amind apparently refigned 
to the Divine will. 


The time was now come when Samucl’s prophecy 
was to be fulfilled, and the difpleafure of the Al- 
ae, Mighty manifefted to the difobedient Ifraclites. 
ate Vili The Philiftines had raifed a powerful army, with 
i which they marched againft the Hraelites, and cn- 
camped at Aphek, acity of Judah. Finding no 
oppolition, they advanced farther, and, at length, 
meeting the army of the Ifraelites, a defperate bat- 
tleenfued, in which 4000 of the latter were flain, 
and the remainder put to flight. 


This defeat greatly alarmed the Ifraelites, fome 
of whom imputed it to arife from the want of the 
ark in the army, which, as the fymbol of God’s 
prefence, they faid would be a fure means of fuccefs. 
Accordingly a meffenger was difpatched to Hophni 
and Phineas, to bring the ark, which no fooner 
arrived in the camp, than the people teftified their 
doy, by the loudeft acclamations. When the Phi- 
diftines firft heard that the ark was brought to the 
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} camp of the Ifrqelices, they were Sreatly difpiriced 5° 
butat length teking courage, and exhorting cach 
other to -peneverance,-they prepared themielves to, 
oppoie the enemy. “The Lrachtes, not doubting of 
juceels, attacked’ the Philiflines with seat fury 3 
but chevy were toon repulicd, with the lors oF 30.000 7 
men, dneng who were dsc phat and ghincas. “ihe oe 
reit.ol the army were giad to fave themlelves by vown by 
flight, to that theark of the Lord fell into the hands te Phir: 
wie? Dheilipke tines, the | 
ot the Philiftines. func at Uli 
are flain,and 
the atk 
dante 














enemy. 


CHAP. XIL 


The Yraclites lament the lofs of the ark. Death of Eli, ‘ 
the high pricf. 


“EWE melancholy news of this defeat was car- 
& ried to Shiloh on the jame day it happened, 

bya foldicr of the tribe of Benjamin, who had made 

his cieape from the field of” battle. As foon as 

ie was known, an univerial outcry and lamentation 

preweled throughout che city; and when IH came 

te underttand what was the cauie of it, he fene dor 

the pian to know the particulars. The foldier told 

hi the Liractices were routed, his two fons Main, 

ind tac arh of the Lord taken by the enemy. il 

heura the defeat of the army, and the death of his 

fons, without appearing in the leait agitated; but 

when he was told the ark of the ord had aailen in- 

to the enemy’s hands, his fpirits joriook him, he 

fell from his chair, and inftantly expired, in the g8th Pi expies 

year of his age, and 4oth of his governnient. tlic Wie 

ofthe ak, 
When the wife of -Phineas (who was -at this 

time with child, and near her time) heard of the 

deaths of her hufband and father, and (what was 

wortt of all) of che captivity of the ark, the imme- 

diately fell in labour, and being fhortly deli- 

vered of a fon, fhe hadjuft ftrength enough to name 

him Ichabod, which fignifies /hame and ignominy, 

before fhe died; becaufe the ark, which Was the 

Slory of Ifrael, was departed from them. 





Eli was the firft of the family of Ithamar (another 
of the fons of Aaron) that exerciled the finétion of 
high prieit ; for the:family of Eleazar officiated in 
that capacity firft, the fon {till receiving chat ho- 
nour from the father. Fleazar bequeathed itto his 
fon Phineas, he to his fon Abiezer, from whorn it 
went to his fon Boeejas, and thence to his fon Ozis. 
After, when Eli, of whom we have been {peaking : 
had the priefthood, which was returned in his Jine Peer toda 
until the reign of king Solomon, when ic reverted one foniily 
to the polteriry of Eleazar. to another, 
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-" JIncluding a Period of about Forty Years.] 





CHAP. I 


Divers plagues and calamities befual the Philiftines for 
detaining the ark. Refolved in council to, reftore it. 
leone in which it was brought back to the Ij- 
vaelites. 


ETER the Philiftines had defeated the 


os Ifraelites, and made themfelves mafters of 
the ark, they carried it in great triumph to 

one of their principal cities, called Afh- 

dod, or Azotus, and there placed it in the_temple 

of their god Dagon (2), near his image. The next 
morning, when the people went to the temple to pay 

Digen, the theirdevotions, they found Dagon fallen down upon 
Bolgedof his face before the ark; but fuppofing it to be an 
Athdod, falls accident, they fet him up again. When they went 
down before the following morning to the temple, they found 


him not only on the ground, but in an imperfect 
ftate, his head and hands being broke off in the fall. 
They again repeatedly fet him up, but as repeatedly 
pound him the next day lying proftrate before the 
ark. ' 


The inhabitants of Afhdod were gr : 
at this circumftance, and began to think that their 
Dagon was far inferior to the God of Ifrael. They 


q 





(a) Dagon was reprefented as a monfter, being halfa man, 
and half a fifth; whence the learned derive his name from the 
Hebrew word Dag, which fignifies a fih. Milton enumerates 
this deity among the fallen angels ; and thus defcribes him : 


Next came one 
Who mourn’d in earneft, when the captive ark 
Maim’d his brute image, head and hands Jop’d off, 
In his own temple, on the ground{e] edge, 

Where he fell flat, and fham’d his worlhippers : 
Dagon his name ; fea~monfter ! upward man, 

And downward fith; yet had his temple high 
Rear’d in Avotus, dreaded through the coat 

Of Paleftine, in Gath, and Afcalon, 

Aud Accaron, and Gaza’s frontier bounds. 











reatly alarmed 


had farther reafon to imagine this, when they found 
thata moft dreadful epidemical diftemper prevailed 
throughout the city, which carried off 

bers ina yery fhort time ; and, to add to this cala- finiun 
mity, their fields were over-run with mice, which, with 
deftroying all the fruits of the earth, divefted them "8" 
of the common neceffaries of life. “Thinking thefe, 
calamities arofe from their having in poffeffion the 

ark of the: Ifraelites, they fent a meffenger to the 
people of Afcalon, defiring them to admit it into Thx! 


The Phi- 
Sreat NUM= jinines ae 


their city, | This offer was readily accepted, and the {™, 
ark immediately removed to Afcalon; buc when ty ple 


the people found that the fame calamities, which had butt 
befallen thie inhabitants of Afhdod, attended them, “i 
they removed the ark to another city. The fame fate? 
calamities attended the people of that place, ag alfo shor" 
the other cities to which the ark was removed. - ae 
The Philiftines began now ferioufly to think that 
all their troubles arofe from having the ark in their 
offefion. They therefore determined to part with 
it, and for that purpofe called together the priefts of A cant 
the different cities in which it had been placed, to inti! 
confult with chem in what manner it fhould be re- 
moved from their country. After different propo- fhe 
fitions, itwas at length refolved, that there fhould nero! 
be made five golden images (4), one for each of the 7%" 


thearke, 
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_ (6) «© Tewasan ancient cuftom (fays Mr. Locke) in cafe 2 
city or country was infefted with any plague of difeafes, or 
noxious creatures, to confult the talifmas, who ordered an 
image to be ereét:d of the plague, under a certain influ 
celeltial configuration ; and this was the caute w hy the Philif- 
tine prielts gave counfel that golden images thould be made to 
reprefent the difeate with which they had been affliGted, as allo 
of thofe vermin which had deitroyed the fruits of the earth.” 
Tavernier tells us, that fomething fimilar to this is {till prac- 
tifed amonz the Indians; for when a pilgrim there goes tot 
pagod forthe cure of any difeafe, he brings the Aguie of the 
mem ber affeéted, made cither of gold, filver, or copper, 2c~ 
cording co his quality, which he offersto the idol, and then 
fings and dances for joy, in expceétation of his malady being re- 
moved. It-was alfo a cufiom am ang the ancien: heathens 
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ox VI. 


cities in which the ark had ftood, to be dedicated to 
God; as alfo five golden mice (alluding to the ve 
min that had dettroyed the fruits of the earth. 
“hat thete fhould be enclofed in a box, and, with 
the ark, put into a caret made for the purpole, to 
be drawn by two milch cows, who had never been 
voked before, and their calves to be clotely con- 
lined (2). That the waggon, with the ark, thould 
be conduéted to a dpot where three roads met, and 
the catrle there left at liberty to go whither they 
pleated. If they took the }iebrew road, and went 
on, they might impute their calamities to the ark ; 
but ifthey took another courle, they might confider 
them only as common accidents. 


All things being adjufted, the kine were led to 
the {pot fixed on, attended by a greac number of the 
Philiflines, where they were no jooner left to them- 
felves, than they immediately took the Hebrew road, 
and wene lowing along till they came to Beththe- 
meth, 2 village belonging to the tribe of Judah, 
where they ftood fill by a great ftone. As toon as 
the ark was feen, and the news _of its arrival tpread 
about, the people flocked to it in great multitudes, 
and, after taking out the ark and the box, they burnt 
the cart, and facrificed the two kine as a burnt-ot- 
fering to God at the clofe of which ceremony the 
Philiftines, who had attended the ark to this place, 
returned co their own country. 


CHAP. Hi 


Sudeement inflified for prophanation. Reforination a- 
monet the Hebrews, who are affemiled by Samuel, 
and admonifbed to recover their liberty.  Lxpedition 
againft the Philiftines under the conduct of Samuel. 
Lhe Hebrews ave vitorious. 


OME. of the Bethfhemites (either from Joy of 
S curiofity) venturing to look into the ark (which 
was exprefsly againft the Divine command) were im- 
mediately lain, to the number of feventy; which fo 
terrified the reft, that ney fent to the people of Kir- 
jath-jearim, acquainting them that the Philiftines had 
brought back the ark, and defiring them to come 
and fetch it, as they were not worthy to have it in 
their poflefion. The inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim 
accordingly came, and taking with them the ark, it 
was placed in the houfe of one Abinadab, a Levite, 
aman diftinguithed for his integrity, and religion; 
in whofe charge, and that of his fons, it remained 
twenty years. 


When the ark was removed to Kirjath-jearim, the 
people applied themielves, with great diligence, to 
the performance of religious duties, and gave am- 
ple teltimony of their ftriét obfervance to the laws. 
The prophet Samuel (who fuccceded to the govern- 
ment after-the death of Eli) feeing this, and think- 
ing it a proper opportunity, harrangued the multi- 
tude as follows: 


*““O ye men of Ifrael, (faid he), ye have fatally 
experienced the implacable hatred and malice of 
your enemies; but ye have reafon_to be once 
more happy, teeing that your earnett fupplications 
to God have not been in vain. Let me there- 
tore recommend it to you to inure yourfelves to 
the Jove and practice ofjuftice ; purge your minds 
of all improper affeétions: turn to God, adore 
him, and honour him in your lives and conver- 
fation, as wellas with your lips. If you do good 
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to confecrate to their idols the monuments of their deliver- 
ances, 

(a) The jearned Dr. Stackhoufe, in fpeaking of this paf- 
fage, fays, ** Jt was no bad policy in the Philillines to take 
milch hine, that had never been yoked before, to draw rhe cart, 
in order to know whether or not there was the hand of God in 
what had befallen them. As thofe creatures were unacquaint- 
ed with the yoke, ic would be a wonder if they fhould go 
jointly together, and not thwart, or draw counter to each 
other: it would be a wonder if their natural affetion would 
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*¢ things, good will come of it; thatis to fay; you 
“* will be pofleffed of Jiberty and, conquefl. But 
* thefe are blefings not to be obtained by force of 
men, ftrength of body, or bands of foldiers. It 
is God alone who can beftow thele privileges, 
which he has promifed to do if you adhere ftrictly 
to his ordinances ; and you may depend upon it 
he Will noc dilappoiné you.”’ 


OF THE 
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This {peech was univerfally approved of by the 
people, who promiled Samuel they would itridily 
obferve all he had faid, and inviolably obey the Di- 
vine commands. 


A fhort time after this Samuel fummoned an af 
fembly of the people at Mizpeh, (that is to fay, con- 
Jpicuous), where they held a fait and humiliation to 
God. ‘Vhe Philiftines, being informed of this mcer- 
ing, marched with a great army towards Mizpeh, in- 
tending to attack the Lirdelices by furprize. As foon 
as the Philittines were feen, the whole multicude 
were {truck with terror, and told Samuel, there was 
no poffibility of elcaping the fury of fo inveterate 
anenemy, unleis he could prevail with God to grant 
them his Divine aliitance. Samuel cold them noc 
to fear, for God had promifed them his protection, 
and would moit certainly, fulfil his word. Samuel 
then facrificed a fuching lamb to God, in the name 
of the people, imploring his aid againit the power 
of the Philiftines. ‘he’ Almighty was pleated to’ 
accept the facrifice, and to promife Samuel, that 
the Hraclites fhould obtain a complete victory over 
their enemies. 


While the fécrifice was yet on the altar, the Phi- 
liftines drew out in order of battle; but they had 
no fooner begun the attack, than the earth fhook 
under _ their feet with fuch violence as to prevent 
their ftanding; and, in fome places, it opened, and 
fwallowed them up. This was attended with a dread- 
ful florm of thunder and lightning, which fo affeet- 
ed them, that they were totally, unable to ufe their 
arms; and, from the whole, were fo frightened, that 
they beroolk, themfelves to flight. The Ilraclites, 
feeing this, immediately purfued chem as far as Be- 
thear, (killing great numbers in their way), where 
Samuel fet up aitone in memory of the viétory. He 
called it the floxe of affiftance, intimating, that it was 
by the help of God they had conquered their ene- 
mies, 


This defeat flruck fuch a panic into the Phi- 
liftines, that they did not prefume to make any far- 
ther attempt on the Ifraelites. On the contrary, Sa- 
muel, with his army, purfued them from one city 
to another, and at length retook the whole country 
that lies betwixe Gath and Ekron, which had for- 
merly belonged to the Hraclites, but was taken from 
them by the Philiftines. 


CHAP. It. 

Samuel being advanced in years, trausfers the govern- 
ment to bis two fous, who degenerate from the con- 
du and chara&icr of their father. 


AFTER Samuel] had thus reduced the Philiftines, 
and reinftated the people in the pofléffion of their 
lands and cities, heappointed public meetings ro be 
held at certain times, for the adminiftration of juf- 
tice; and tooka circuit twice every year, to fee that 
it was properly exccuted, making it his principal 
care to prevent any violation of the laws of his 
country. 





not incline them to return to their calves, which were left be- 
bind : and it would be flill a greater wonder, if, when there 
were fo many different wavs to take, they fhould go directly 
forward towards Judea, without any manner of deviation. It 
was therefore a matter of no fmall fagacity for them to make 
this experiment; To fay nothing, that, it was a reccived opi- 
nion among the heathens, that in the mctions of an heifer, 
or cow; that was never yoked there was fomething ominous, 
and declarative of the Divine will. 


3 Being 
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edly. 
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1 Sam, viii. 
Samuela- 
dupts an 
excellent 
plan of gos 
verninent. 


ANTIQUITIE 


‘Being now grown in years, and unable, from na- 

tural infirmities, to difcharge the duties of his of- 

muclap- fice, Samuel relinquifbed the government, and put 
joints Gt into the hands of his two fons, jcel and Abiah. 

ede Ce appointed one of them to refide ac Eethel, and 

the other at Beerfheba, and ordered them to go 
different circuits to adminilter juitice te the people. 


Nee 





Thefors of Lhe two fons of Samuel aed diametrically op- 
Samucibee pofite to the inaxims of their facher, and to the in- 





come dito; uinétions he had Jaid on them for the government 
hite ta tthe 4 Oe : 1 he . 2 e sea : 

hightitde. OF the people. They prottitated juttice for gain, 
gre and decided controverfies by the value of the bribe. 





* Sam vii. They gave themlelves up co every kind of vice, and 
feemed to bid defiance not only to the injunctions 


of their father, but the commands of their Maker. 


Crap. Iv. 


The people, difeufted at the government of Samuel?s fons, 
require & king to rule over them. Al king is promifed 
then: by Samuel. : 


“THE elders of the people, incenfed at the mal- 

i adminiftration of the fons of Samuel, wentin 
a body to their father, who then refided at Ramah, 
and, after reprefenting the grievances they lay under, 
from his infirmities, and the mal-adminiltration of 
his fons, demanded to have the form of their go- 
vernment changed, and that a king might be ap- 
pointed over them as in other nations. 


Samuel is This demand gave great uneafinefs to Samuel ; 
much griev- and, for fome time, he knew not how to act. At 
olcaen length he applied to Ged, who told him to comply 
ofthe peoe With the requeft of the people, notwithftanding the 
riefora affront was not fo much on Samuel as on himfcls. 

But, before they proceeded tothe choice of a king, 


change i , 
the form o : . : 
goverament. God ordered Samuel to acquaint them with what 


his prerogatives were, and what they might expect 
he would demand from them; and withal, to inform 
them, that Mavery to them and their children, fub- 
jection to the meaneft offices, lofs of liberty, heavy 
taxes, conftant war, and other inconveniencies, 
would be the confequence of a kingly power. * 


Convenes Samuel, having reccived this intelligence from 
the peopley the Almighty, aflembled the people together, and 
ard em told them the various confequences that would fol- 
fromefpou. low fhould they perfift in fubjecting theml{eives to 
fingahinge the kingly power. Bur all his remonitrances were of 
wane no effect: the people were ablolute in their demand, 
mine upon which Samuel broke up the affembly, telling 
the people, he would call them again together as 
foon ashe fhould receive directions trom Godwho was 
to be their king. : 


CoReACP. UV. 





ral, by ihe appointincnt of Ged, anciuted King. Teads 
aa army againft the Aininoitites, aud defeats their. 
Rh EVER was the interpofition of Providence 
_manifefted in a greater defree, than in the 
election of Saul as king over tie Mraclites; the 


circumitances attending which cannot be read with- 
out difinguifhed admiration. 


Saul was the fen of Kith, of the tribe of Benja- 
min. Tie was remarkably handfome in his perton, 
and had a mind antwerable to the. graces of his 










rSamix. body. [t happened at chis time thac fome of his fa- 
faut who ther’s afles had gone aitray, and he and a fervant 
Wats SCL 


for the } 
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(a) By this itappears that Cael’s employment, according to 
wanaers OF the prefent age, was but ef a mean nature ; 
tis tobe obferved that, in ancient times, every thing 
which pertained to + rural ise was deemed honourable. Kven 
heives and pri “pt ilucks 5 and fuch, indesd, was the oc- 
Cupations oF the patriarchs. ‘lhe Scripture fpeaks of a prince 
aefecnded from Lina, who kept the affzs of his father, Gen. 
i 
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were fent to look for them (a). They wandered a 
Great way without gaining any intelligence, till 
» i < vs ? 
coining to Ramah (4), the place of Samuel’s refi- 
dence, Saul, at the inftigation of the fervant, went 

to confule with the prophet concerning his ailes. 


Samuel had been all the preceeding day employed 
in fupplicating God to tell him whac perfon to ap- 
poine king; and the Almighty was pleafed to an- 
fwer, that the next day he thould receive his order, 
for there thould come to him a young man of the 
tribe of Benjamin at that fame hour. 


The prophet ftaid at home the whole day, and, 
when the precile peried arrived, as he was going 
down to fupper, he met Saul, whom he knew, by 
an immediate infpiration, to be the perfon defigned 
for the government. Saul, not knowing him, afk- 
ed for the prophet, when Samuel anfwered, he had 
found him already. He then told Saul, that nor 


- only the affes he fought for were fate, but chat him- 


“¢¢ 


felf was on the point of being advanced to the high- 

eft pitch of fovercign power. When fupper was 

ready, Samuel piaced Saul above the reft of the § 
guefts, (who were feventy in number), and his fer- = 
vant next him; and ordered the attendants to bring ¢ 
Saul a royal mefs. The time being come for the 

company to break up, they departed to their re- 

fpective homes, except Saul and his fervant, whom 

ie, propher defired to remain with him -jor that 

night. 


Early in the morning Samuel called up his guefts, 
and having accompanied them fome way from the 
city, he delired Saul to order his fervant to-go for- 
ward, as he had fomething to fay to him in private. 
Vhis being done, Samuel took out of ‘his pocket a 


phial of oi], which having poured on Sauls head, asc} 
Savi, 
2 Sanh 


he kiffed him, and then fpoke to the following ef. 
fet: * Be thou king; for fuch thou art appointed 
** to be by God, in order to revenge the injuries 
“ committed by the Fhiliftines on the Ifractites. 
“ In token of this, obferve what I arh now going 
ce : a BVills 

to relate. When thou art departed from me, 


* thou fhale find, in thy journey, three men going 
w , iS ? bons 

to Bethel to worfhip God; the fir carrying 
“* three loaves, the fecond a kid, and the third a 
“ bottle of wine. They will all fhew you great 
* repeat, and offer you two of the icaves, which 
** you are to receive. When you have advanced as 
tar as the place called Rachel’s Sepulchre, you 

: pean Duichte, you 
will meet aman, who will give you tidings of 
your affes, 


oc 
ce 


- After this, on your arrival at Gaba- 


tha, you will join with a company of prophets, 
“and, by the affiftance of the tpirit of God, will 
* prophecy with them to the great admiration of 
“the multitude, who will exclaim, How comes 
** the fon of Kilh co be found among the prophets ? 
*¢ When this fhall come to pafs, you may be af- 
** fured that God is with you, Go then ‘to your 
“* father and kindred ; and when I fend for yeu, 
“* come to me at Gilgal, that we may conjunétively 
“ offer up our prayers to God, with facrifices and 
“ thankigiving.” Elaving faid this, Samuel parted 
with Saul, who found every thing to happen as had 
been told him by the prophet. 


When Saul arrived at his father’s houfe, his un- 
cle Abner (for whom he had a particular efleem) 
afked him to relate the occurrences, that had hap- 
pened in the courfe of his journey. Saul told him 
of his going to the prophet; but did not chufe to 
mention a [yllable of his elevation to the throne, 
leit, if believed, itfhould produce the envy, if .not 
the cenfure, of the people. 


Thus was Saul appointed king; but then it was 
only between Samucl and himielf. Tro make, 
therefore, his appointment and inauguration more 





xxxvi. 24.  Afles were a confiderable part of the penpies pof 
feffions in Judea, and perfons of the firft diftinction thete com- 
monly rode on them, , 

* (6) Ramah wasa city of Benjamin, ficuated between Gaba 
and Bethel, fix miles to the north of Jerufalem. -It was in be- 
ing in the time of St, Jerome, but was then only a poor village. 
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Book: VI. 
: public, Samuel convened an aflembly of the people 
at Mizpeh ; and when they were gathered toget ler, 
he addrefled them in words to the gollowing effect : 
“ Tam comnianded, by God himfelf, to inform 
“you, that it was he who not only delivered you 
* our of Egyptian bondage, but alio repeatedly 
“ refcued you from the hands of your enemies. In 
* return for which you have been fo ungrateful as 
*¢ to hake off his authority, by infitting to have a 
* king of your own choice ; a king who will rule 
“over you with a tyrannical Iway, and treac you 
“ with fuch indignation and cruclty, as if himlelf 
“© did nor belong to the fame fpecies. Burt _fince ye 
“ are refolved to have a king, divide yourlelves by 
‘your tribes and families, and then catt Jors who 
* fhall be the man.” The Ifraelites did as Samuel 
directed, ancl the lot of the tribe fell upon Benja- 
mins that of the families upon Matri; and when 
they came to try it perfonally, the lot fell upon 
Saul, the fon of Kifh. 


Saul, knowing what bufinefs was in hand, had 
concealed hinteiy from a fenie of modetty ; but be- 
ing ac length found, he was brought betore the 
people, who were highly pleafed with his majeltic 
deportment, and the graces of his perion. Samuel, 
addrefiing himtelf to the mulricude, faid, ‘© his is 
he whom God hath appointed to be your king: look 
at him, and behold in his perfon how well he is 
qualified forfuch an horour.’ On this the people 
univerfally fhoured, ‘© God fave the king.” Sa- 
Pevioes MULL hereupon (having previowfy written. down 
Fa well every thing that was to happen) related the fame to 
Hiiciccr the people betore Saul; arter which he placed the 
BAS bev book in the tabernacle of God, there to remain as 
aad pos san undeniable evidence for ever of what he had pro- 
By neds phecied, ; 











This bufinefs being over, Samuel went to Ramah, 
and Saul to Gibeah, (a) the place of his nativity. Fe 
was accompanied by the principal people of the dif- 
ferent tribes, who congratulated him on his accef- 
fion to the throne with the loudeft acclamations. 
Indeed, he had the good wifhes of all the people, 
except fome few diforderly perfons, who difzpproved 
of the choice, and,-in pure contempt, retufed to 
make him the ulual prefents; which Saul could not 
but perceive, though, in point of prudence, he 
thought proper, for that time, not to notice the 
circumftance. 


Saul had not been many days on the throne, when 
ai) opportunity offered for him co fhew his regal au- 
thority. Nahafh, king of the Ammonites, head- 
Ing a powerful agmy, had committed various out- 
rages, in different parts, on the other fide the river 
Jordan. Ile not only deilroyed thofe cities and 
towns of the Hraclites, but exercifed the moft cruel 
barbarities on the poor captives, ordering them to 
be punifhed with the lofs of cheir righteye (2). At 
length he laid fiege to Jabeth, the capital city of 
the Gileadites 5 and fence a fummons to the inhabi- 
tints, that if they did noc deliver up the place, and 
fubmit to the Jofs of their right eyes, he would im- 
incdiately reduce the whole to athes. After fome 
confultation the inhabitants returned for an{wer, 
. that they defired only feven days co fend to. their 

- frends for relief, and it they did not receive any 
inchat time, they would either furrender themfelves 
up, or ftand a conteit. Nahath looked on the [fael- 
ites info contemptible a light, and thought himielf 
io fecure of reducing them at dilcretion, that he 
granted cheir requeit. 


hota 
ageinit the 
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In confequence of this the Gileadites difpatched 
teflengers to Gibeah, requefting of Saul to fend 
them immediate tuccour, chit they might be enabled 
to detend themielves againit the power of their 
enemies, 


(2) Giheah was a city in the tribe of Benjamin, I-ing north 
of Jevutitem about twency or thirty furl nes, and built upen 
adel, av ils name imnorts. ‘Thi city is c.lebrated woon teve- 
rel oceations, IL: ¢ buth two Saul, the firtt king of Ifael ; 
Fa whith reafon it frequently called Gibeah of Saul, or Gi. 
beah the no conntry of S:ul. ; 

(6) Ay the rsanner ‘Gt Gzhiing, in thofe days, was chiefly 
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CHAP. VI. 


Saul mufters a powerful ermy. Advances aud obtains a 
coniplete victory over the rhimenites. ctequires glery 
by bis prowess. Is a fecond time proclaimed king. 
Sannuel vindicates his conduc? ina general eppeal. 
Delivers a charge to the people. 


RA/7 ILE the affairs of the Hraclites were in this 

V critical fituation, Saul was feized with a pro- 

phetic fpirit, and fent back the meffengers to Ja- 

befh with a promife of affiftance in three days, 

when they fhould overcome their enemies before the 

riling of the fun. Being defirous of inclining the 

minds of the people towards this war, (through fear 

of the lofies they fhould otherwile fuflain), he cut 

the finews of his own oxen, and threatened todo 

the fame to all fuch as did not the next day appear 

in arms at thé river Jordan, and then follow him 

and Samuel wherever they fhould lead them. By 

thefe means he railed an army of 700,0c0 men, be- se musters 
fides 70,c00 more of the tribe of Judah, With this a no tore 
army he marched againit the Ammonites, and di- gudabte 
viding the whole into three companies, they tell on™" 
the befiegers before day-light. After a fhore contett 

the Ammonites were totally routed, and the greater Savlefeats 
part fain, among whom was Nahafh, their leader. Naas 
falls home 


This victory, and the deliverance it procured (elt inthe 
from a barbarous and infulting enemy, raifed the ste 
reputation of Saul to fo great a degree, that fome of 
the people (recolle@ting the indignities put on him 
at his coronation) were, in the height of their zeal, 
for having them immediately punilhed with death s 
but Saul very prudently oppoted the motion, and 
exprefled his averfion ac having the glories of 
eet day fullied with the blood of any of his fub- 
jects. 





From this victory, however, .Samuel .took ccca- 
fion to give thofe, who had hitherto retuted their al- 
legiance, an opportunity of coming in, and recog- 
nizing the king. Jor this purpole he convened a 
general aflembly of the people at Gilgal, when Saul 
was again anointed king, and his right to the throne tis regat 
tully eltablifhed.  “Chus was the government of the authority 
Hraclites changed toa monarchy, which, for a con- “Es, 
fiderable time before, was lodged in magiftrates un- Gilral, 
der the name of judges. aie is 

aga to- 

Samucl was at this time to refign the government cnet 


entirely into the hands of Saul. “He thercfore made 
a fpeech to the people on the cecafion, in which, Simuclde- 
after vindicating himfelf from any mifcondudét du- pentane 
ring his adminiftration, he thus reminded them grity of his 
of their trantgreffions and difobedicence to God : condattte 
“© What (fays he) fhould you choole another king ‘Pers 
for, after the experience of fo many fignal mercies, 
and miraculous deliverances, while you were under 
God’s_ proteétion, and owned him for your go- 
vernor? You have forgot the circumitance of jJa- 
cob’s coming into Egypt with only feventy men in 
his train, and purely for want of bread; how Ged 
provided for them, and in what manner, by his 
bieffing, they were relieved. You have forgot the 
flavery to which they were fubjected, till, from their 
crics and fupplications, God refcued them by the 
hands oi,Mofes and Aaron, and brought them into 
the land you now poflefs. [low can you be fo un- Re 

vgs : orn . > proaches 
grateful now, after fo. many diftinguifhed benefits themwith 
received, as to depart from your allegiance to your ingratiude. 
Divine proteétor ? Flow often have you fallen into 
the hands of your enemics for your apoftacy and 
difobedience, and as often reltored to God's favour 
and your liberty, by humiliation and repentance ! 
Who was it that gave you viétory over all your ene- 
nites but God ?, Ix was not by the power of kings, 





with bows and arrows, fiverd and fhicld, the lofs of the richt 
eye would have dijenabled them from doing cither. tis pice 
bable, fuch was the natural crucity of his difpofition, that he 
would hare demanded the lofs of both their cyes, had ic not 
been for this p Hticatreaton, namely, that, in fuch cafe they 
would have been utterly incapable of rencering him any fer vice, 
or payiug any tribute, 

but 
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but under the condué& of Jephtha and Gideon. 
What madnels, then, has poffeffed you, to give up 
an heavenly governor for an earthly one. Flowever, 
you have afked for aking, anda king you have got: 
but to convince you how the Almighty is offended 
at your conduct, Ido now beg from heaven, as a 
teftimony of the truth of what I fay, that fuch a 
tempeft may this inftant fallas was never before 
feen by man,” 
viceine: No fooner had Samuel uttered thefe laft words, 
eldelivered, than there fell fuch a violent ftorm of thunder, light- 
sattettedby ning, and hail, as almoft to pronounce a general 
wongertul” difiolution of nature, An univertal terror took place 
prowess’ among the people: they direétly acknowledged their 
tranfgrefions, and intreated Samuel to intercede 
with the Almighty to pardon their fins. Samuel not 
only promifed to comply with their requeft, but to 
amit them with his beit initruétions, fo long as they 
adhered to the obfervation of God’s laws; but at 
the fame time told them, if they defpifed his in- 
ftructions, not only they, but alfo their king, would 
be infallibly deftroyed. Having faid this, Samuel 
difmiffed the aflembly, and immediately retired. 


CHAP. VII. 


Fonathan, the fon of Saul, fignalizes himfelf by obtain- 
ing a conqueft over the Philiftines. Saul, by precipi- 
tate condut, incurs the Divine difpleafure. His ex~ 
ploits and prageny. 


FTER Saul had defeated the Ammonites, he 
difbanded his army, retaining only three thou- 
fand, two of which he kepr for his body guard, 
and the other thoufand he appointed to attend on his 
fon Jonathan, who was a prince of great bravery, 
and had cut off a garrifon of the Philiftines at Gi- 
beah. Whenever the Philiftines Gained an advan- 
tage over the Jews, they not only difarmed them, 
but forbade them the ufe of iron in any cafe what- 
ever ; fo that they were.under a neceffity of apply- 
ing to the Philiftine artificers for all neceffaries in 
that branch. ; 


1 Sam. xiii, 


The Phitit 
tines deprive 
the Hebrews 
of the ule of 
iron. 


hut wey. ‘The Philiftines, refolving to oppofe the Ifraelites, 
railed a powerful army, confifting of 3000 chariots, 
with which they marched againft them, and_en- 
camped near a place called Michmafh. The He- 
brew army, which was appointed to rendezvous at 
Gilgal, came in butvery flowly ; and of thofe that 
did, many were fo faint-hearted as to fecrete them- 
felves in rocks and caves; while others, from the 
mere apprehenfion of danger, retired beyond the ri- 
ver Jordan. [In fhort, not only the people, but even 
‘The Iftael- Saul himfelf was greatly intimidated, and the more 
tag” fo on the account of Samuel, whom they expected, 
“not being yet come. Saul, therefore, fearing the 
enemy fhould fall on him before he had addreifed 

Saul offers himfelf to God for fuccefs, ordered facrifices to be 
facrifices, made; and the burnt-offering was but juft finithec| 


ithout Die > 
Vinepermie, When Samuel arrived. 


fion. 

When Samuel found what Saul had done, he re- 
sabrsn prehended him for his conduét, in having offered a 
muel; facrifice to God in his abfence. Saul endeavoured 


to excufe himfelf, by faying, his people were {o in- 
timidated, on hearing the enemy had marched to- 
wards Gilgal, that he found it neceffary to be ex- 
peditious in his motions, left they fhould entirely 
defert him. To this the prophet replied, ‘‘ It would 
“* have been better for you-ro have followed my 
advice, and_not have acted derogatory to the 
will otf the Divine Being, who otherwife would 
have eftablifhed the government in you and your 
pofterity.””. After this Samuel departed, highly 
offended at what Saul had done. 


ce 
c 
Threatencd ¢¢ 
with the 

lofs of his °S 
Kingdom. 


© 





(a) How Jonathan and his armour-bearer only could put the 
whole army of the Philiftines into fo univerfal a conflernation, 
appears, at firit fight, very extraordinary ; bat.when we confi-” 
der, that they climbed up a way never attempted-before ; 
thac they furprifed the enemy unawares, and perhags when the 
greateft pare of them were aflecp; that inis army, being 
compofed of different nations, might entertain jealcufies and 
fufpicions of each other; and that the darknefs of cre Ligh 

2 . 
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‘The only alrernative Saul now had, was, either to 
attempt detending himfelf againit the Philiftines, or 
quicey fubmit to their fuperior power. After lome 

eliberation, he determined on the former, and, for 
that purpote, (taking wich him his fon Jonathan), 
marched with his army, confitting only of 6comen, 
towards the enemy. Itisto_be obterved, that Saul’s 
troops were badly armed; for the Philiftines, hav- 
ing made themfelves mafters of various parts of 
the country, had prohibited the people from mak. 
ing any ufe of iron, as before obferved. 


OF Boor y 


_ When Saul’s army came near that of the Philif 
tines, he, together with his fon Jonathan, and 
Ahiah, the high prieft, afcended a fteep rock, where 
they had a full view of the enemy unperceived. On 
this Jonathan, taking afide his armour-bearer, 
afked him how far he would affift him in a beled 
enterprize for the redemption of his country ? To 
which the armour-bearer anf{wered, with an oath, 
that he would, however dangerous the fituation, 
ftand by him to the laft extremity. Jonathan then 3 s.r, 
made a propofition, which was immediately agreed Jenataf? 
to, that he, and his armour-bearer, fhould endea- Siirey 
vour fecretly to get into the enemy’s camp, and, if pri 
they fuccceded, fall violently on the Philiftines, and as 
thereby throw them into immediate confufion. : 
This defign was, with great difficulty, carried into aginst 
execution. They got into the camp of the Philife ter: 
tines at a time when they were all at reft, and ne ways 4; 
apprehenfive of danger. Jonathan, and his atmour- 
bearer, took proper advantage of this favourable 
opportunity, and immediately falling on the Philit- 
tines, put upwards of twenty to the fword, whith 4; 
occafioned fuch an univerfal confufion, that the fu 
Philiftines, miftaking friends for foes, deftroyed Pritts 
each other (2). Intimation of this being given to gierg 
Saul, and the news circulated among the general ders 
body of the Ifraclites, thofe who had fecreted them- {ii 
felves through fear, immediately came from their swe: 
hiding-places ; “and Saul, having foon muftered eu: 
together his army, marched againft the Philif. 
tines, and fell on them with fuch fury, that they 
were totally défeated. : 





Saul was fo elated at this fuccefs, and fo fully 
determined, if poffible, to extirpate the Philiftines, 
that he denounced a heavy curfe on every Hebrew pe 
who fhould lofe time, from purfuing the enemy, anid 
even to eat or drink, till night fhould put a perio 
to the flaughrer. It happened that Jonathan, who 
was a ftranger to the malediétion, in paffing through 
a wood, found a honey-comb, and being greatly 
fatigued, he took a piece, and fuaked it. He foon 
after repeated this refrefhment in the prefence of 
feveral people, who reprehended him for his con- 
duct, in violating his father’s orders ; upon which wif 
Jonathan immediately defifted ; but faid, that Saul nay 
had committed a great indifcretion in prohibiting ju 
such athing ,; for had the men been refrefhed by 
eating, they would have purfued the enemy with 
more vigour; and took captive, or put to the iword, 

a much greater number. 


After the Ifraelites had purfued the Philiftines till 4, 
night, and flain many thoufands, they returned to trv 
feize their camp, in which they found abundance of #«* 
fpoil, and withal many fheep, which the foldiers ae 
flew and eat, together with the blood. This being 
an offence againit their laws, the Levites com- vie 
plained of it to the king, who ordered a large ftone 
to be arte in the middle of the camp, the beafts ¢; 
to be killed on that ftone, and the flefh not to be a& 
eaten till the blood had been properly drained from 
it, being a thing contradictory to the exprefs com- 
mand of God. This decree was readily obeyed ; an 
Saul erected an altar, on which he offered Sacrifices su 

an 


to Ged for his late fuecels. ie 
Saul, being defirous of improving this victory, be 
fete! 









uz 





might make them apprehend the whole body of the Ifracl- 
ites was come upon them at once, the fright of the Philiftines is 
not fo very furprifing : and when we add to allthis, what is not 
improbable, that God might, at this inftant, iniufe a panic fear 
into the whole hoft, our wonder will be .curned into praife and 
adoration of that pewerful Being, who, when he fees fir, can 
make the greatet heroes tremble, and put to flight the mott 
jumid.ble armies, 

thought 
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than 


pote 
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as 


Affuce 
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t it advifable to follow the blow by purfu- 
ne hie wlio ‘had _efcaped, and ‘falling on them 


betore they could have time to grow formidable by ~ 


numbers. But previous to his making this attempt, 
he defired the high-prieft to confult the will of 
God on his intentions. This was_accordingly done, 
when the high-prieft returned for anfwer, ** ‘Chat 
“God was unwilling to fatisty his defire at this 
“© time.” Saul then faid, *% “here is fome caule 
«© why God doth not reveal his oracle to us when we 
“ afc ic, feeing that he has heretofore been jo graci- 
* ous as to prevent our requefts by granting them 
“ beforehand. ‘There has been certainly fome {e- 
* cret fin committed againft him that occafions this 
* filence, and I am determined, if poffible, to find 
“ itout. Now I fwear, by the Supreme Majefty 
«© of heaven, that whoever fhall be found to be the 
“ cranigreffor, my_fon Jonathan not excepted, his 
“ Jife fhall anfwer for it? 


When the multitude heard this they unanimoufly 
agreed to undergo the examination, and, for’ that 
purpofe, immediately affembled at one fpot, Saul 
and Jonathan ftanding near each other. In order 
to diicover the offender, lots were drawn, when, be- 
hold, it fell upon Jonathan, who was accordingly 
declared the guilty perfon. On this Saul afked 


Gieeclared him, in the hearing ot the people, what fin he had 
eftender. Committed, andin what part of his lite he had been 


guilty of any wickednefs or impiety ? To this Jo- 
nathan replied, ‘* J have been guilty of no other 
“* crime than only tafting yeiterday, as I purfued 
* the enemy, a little honey; and this I did, not 
“knowing your decree to the contrary.” Saul an- 
fwered, ‘S Though my kindred and relations are 
“* dear tome, yet they are but trifling to the obli- 
“© gation lay under to fulfil the vow I have made. 
“© As you, therefore, are the tranigreffor, you muft 
“* make atonement by the forfeiture of your life.” 
Jonathan, inftead of being in the leaft dilimayed at 
the apprehenfions of death, told his father, with a 
brave and generous refolution, that he defired not 
to be forgiven. ‘* That death (fays he) fhall be 
*¢ welcome tome that acquits my father ot the ob- 
** ligation of a religious vow. I have lived long 
“© enough, fince I_have lived to fee the pride an 
** infolence of the Philiftines brought down by the 
Hebrews; and this reflection will carry me in 
** peace to my grave.” 


a 
a 


‘When the people heard Jonathan fay this, they 
were greatly affected, and fwore they would not 
fuffer 
their late glorious victory. In confequence of this 
oath Jonathan’s life was preferved; and the people 


People UNanimoufly fupplicated God, in the moft fervent 


manner, that he would be pleafed to pardon the of- 
fence he had unintentionally committed. 


After this victory Saul returned to Gilgal, and‘ 


reigned very happily, acquitting himfelf with great 
reputation in all his military exploits againit the 
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Philiftines, and the 
Edomites. He had, indeed, a very large and flou- 
rithing family. Abinoam, the daughter of Ahi- 


einhis haaz, was his wife; Jonathan, Jofhua, and Melchi- 


fhui, were his fons; Michal and Merab his daugh- 
ters; and Abner, his coufin-german, was gencral 


geny, OF his forces. Hekept a great number of chariots 


and horfemen; and whatever enemy he attacked, 
his endeavours were crowned with fuccefs. His 
body guards, of which he had great numbers, were 
the talleft and handfomeft men that’ could be fe- 
lected ; and he kept his court in the moft fplendid 
manner. In fhort, he advanced the Ifraelites to rhe 
higheft pitch of glory fortheir.martial exploits, and 
made them fo formidable-as to be a perpetual dread 
to their enemies. y 


CHAP. VII. 


Saul is commanded by the prophet to extirpate the Ama- 
lekites. Difebeys b 
punifved for bis cifobedience.” 


HILE the Mraelites were thus fituated, Sa- 
muel went to Saul at Gilgal, and told him 
he had a meffage to deliver to him by the fpecial 


im to. die, who was the principal caufe of - 


faving Agag, their king. Is . 
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direétion of God; and that as the Almighty had 
been pleafed to make him king, in prezerence to all 
others, it was his duty to obey his Divine com- 
mands, which were as follow : ‘© That whereas the 
“© Amalekites had treated the Hebrews with great 
** cruelty when they were come out of Egypt into 
© the land they then poffeffed, it was the will of 
“© God that he fhould immediately declare war a- 
** gainft them; ‘and thac, upon fubduing them, he 
‘© fhould not only put to the fword every man, wo- 
“© man, and child, but that he fhould allo deftroy 
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“* their cattleand fheep. That they fhould not take samuct ens 
S* to themfelves any partof the f{poil, buc that the joins Saut 


*“ whole fhould be dedicated to God as one commen {P detrey 


facrifice. 
*© be razed from mankind, according to the com- 
** mand of Motes; and all this as a juft vengeance 
** for the repeated calamities they had brought on 
the Ifraelites.”” ‘ 


Saul promifed Samuel that thefe injunctions 
fhould be ftriétly obeyed, and that he would imme- 
diately fer abour carrying them into execution. He 
accordingly drew together his forces, which he re- 
viewed at Gilgal, and found them to confilt of 
40,000, befides _30,c00 belonging to the tribe of 
Judah. 


With this army Saul marched into the country 
of the Amalekites, and placing feveral of his com- 
panigs in ambufcade, they fuddenly fell on the-in- 

abitants, and put every one tothe fword. After 
this he marched againft the main body of the enc- 


That the very name of Amalek fhould texites. 


my, when a defperate battle entued, in which Saul The ama. 
was victorious ; and fuch of the Amalekites as did Ickites are 


not fall in the battle, were purfued and killed ; fo 
thac not a fingle perfon was left to convey the in- 
telligence of the defeat. 


Saul, having thus far fuccceded in executing his 


commiffion, proceeded to inveft the cities of the - 


Amalekites, fome of which he took by ftorm, fome 
by mining, and others by ftratagem. ‘At length he 


totally de~ 
feated. 


reduced the whole of their towns, and put all the gay aime 


inhabitants to the fword, except Agag, their king, beys the 


‘whom he was induced to preferve on account of the Divine 
d command, 


comelinefs of his perfon. In this Saul difobeye 
the Divine commands ; for the Amalekites had - 
made themfelves fo abominable in the fight of hea- 
ven, that God _had ordered him to de(troy a//, and 
not fuffer a fingle perfon to exift. The foldiers 
likewife made a breach on the Diviné commands, 
by driving away many of the cattle and fheep, and 
Distery ies for their own ule, the moift valuable ar- 
ticles. 


In this expedition Saul laid wafte the whole coun- 
try of the Amalekites, from Pelufium, on the bor- 


ders of Egypt, to the Red Sea, leaving only the +), she. 


Shechemites in the land of Midian. 


to thofe people not to join with the Amalckites, 
but rather to retire, left they fhould fall in the ge- 
neral deftruction that was to take place. The in-° 
dulgence fhewn thefe people was out of refpe& to 
Motes, whofe father-in-law, Jethro, was a Sheche- 
mite. i 


Saul, having ravaged the whole country of the 
Amalekites, returned with his army .to Gilgal, 
highly pleafed with what he had done, not refleét- 
ing that he was deficient in the injunétions laid on 
him before he went on the expedition. His fparing 
the life of Agag, and the people converting the 
{poil to their own ufe, being two articles exprefsly 
forbidden in his commiffion, gave great offence to 
the Almighty, who was pleafed to declare to Sa- 
muel, that he lamented having made Saul king, 
feeing, that, inftead of doing what he had been corm- 
manded, he was determined to take the power out 
of his hands, by doing as he pleafed. 

Samuel was fo affli€ted in his mind at this intel. 
ligence, that he fpent the whole night in fervent 
prayers and interceffions to God, that he would 
pardon the offence Saul had committed. But the 
Almighty, inftead of granting his requeft, gave 
him an anfwer to this ¢fe& :“* hat it would be 
‘* amiftaken lenity to pafs over faults of fuch a 

nature, 


Previous to chemutes 
the commencement of the war, he had fent orders ‘pace. 





Srul, bue 
without 
effect. 
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* be only an encouragement for che commuiflien of 
** another,” . 
When Samuel found his prayers incffetual, and 
thac God was jo difpleaféd as not to be moved in 
favour or Saul, he was greatly grieved, and went 
the next morning to Gilgal, to communicate the 
melancholy intelligence to the king. As foon as 
Saul faw Samuel, he ran to meet him, and embre- 
cing him in his arms, faid, “ I return thanks toGod 
** for having given me the victory. Moreover, 
“© have performed all that he enjoined me todo.” 
"Co this Samuel replied, “¢ How comes it then, that 
<< 7 hear the bleating of fheep, and the lowing of 
“ oxen 2?” Saul anfwered, “* Thole were only iome 
“ beatts the people had referved for facrifices ; and 
“* that he had: dettroyed all che Amalekites, ‘except 
“ Avag, their king, whom he kept prifoner ull he 
* might have advice what fhould be done with 
“ him. *¢ God (fays Samuel) delights not in fa- 
“ crifices, bucin che righteoulnels of good and jufk 
“© men, that is to fay, fuch as obferve his holy will, 
“© and keep his commandments. He does notcon- 
* fider the facrifice, but the obedience; without 
“‘ which all oblations are of none effect. Know 
* shen, Saul, that thou art fallen under God’s hea-. 
“ vy difpleafure, for the neglect and contempt of 
“© hiscommandments. What can-you fay tor your- 
“ felf when he calls you to account for recerving 
*‘ thofe things for facrifices which he expreisiy 
“¢ ordered Should be totally deftroyed ?_ For ‘this 
** difobcdience you are condemned to lofe your 
“* kingdom, and to be divetted of that power which 
“* was providentially beftowed upon you in prefer- 
** ence to the reft of mankind.” : 
When Saul heard this he made a frank confeflion 
of his guilt; but apologized for the conduct of his 
foldiers, by faying, “‘ That he was fearful, had he 
prohibited them trom taking fome of the {poil, they 
might have revolted, andhinvelf been expofed to an 
enraged people. But (fays Saul to Samuel) lee 
me prevail on you to endeavour to abtain a pardon 
tor me from God, and if you fhould fucceed, and 
he will be plealed to grant your requeft, the future 
part of my _ life hall be fpent in a itrict obfervance 
of every religious duty, and in an inviolable atten- 
tion to his moft holy will.” After faying this, Saul 
begacd of Samuel, that, before he lefthim, he would 
facrifice to Ged in his behalf. But Samuel, know- 
ing it would be inefitctual, was going to retire, when 
Saul caught hold of his garment to detain him, and 
in the fcufMe itwas rentatunder. ‘This circumitance 
was interpreted by Samuel as am omen, that Saul 
would lofe his kingdom, and that it wouid be given 
to a man of piety and juftice. ‘* Phe tentence 
(lays Samuel) is pafied, and it is not with God as 
with men; for his decrees are unchangeable.” Saul 
acknowledged his iniquity, and the juftnefs of the 
punifhmene infliéted by Providence. He faid, what 
he had committed could not be undone; and there- 
tore begged Samuel to honour him before the elders 
or the people, and accompany him to worfhip God. 
VYhe prophet yiclded tothis importunate requelt of 
Saul, and went with him to facrifice, after which 
Samuel ordered Agag, the king of the Ammonites, 
to be brought before him. As ioon us Agag ap- 
peared, he faid, ‘* Surely the bitternefs of death is 
tb? “Lo which Samuel replied, “ As thy fword 
has made women childlefs, fo fhall thy mother be 
childlefs zmeng women.” Fle then flew Agag with 
his own hands, and leaving Gilgal, went immediately 
to Ramah, the place of his refidence. 


‘Vhis was the laft interview between Samuel 
and Saul, the latcer of whom, being jenfible of 
his calarnitics, recived to his palace at Gibeah, and 
there {pent iis time in penitence and prayer. 


fe) VWhstis, God was no longer with him to profper and 
pulse him; burteft him, asa punifimene fer his difobedi- 
ence, to thac ¢vil, melancholy, je-leus fpirit, which after- 
wards fuems never entirely to have deft him: and this evil 
Cit of jealoafy, hatied, and cruelty, will, in the nature of 








* nature, as the pardoning of one offence would 
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Saul bavineg iranfereffed the Divine command, the ki 
dow istraasfcrred, and David anointed and procks 
ed privately. : : 





CAMUEL. was greatly afflicted for the fate of 
9 Saul: upon which Géd told him to grieve no [8 






longer, butto take an horn of oil, and go to Beth- ,, 
lehem, to Jeffe, the fon of Obed,-and anoint one of 
his fons, whom he had appointed, and would difco- * 
ver to him, to .be king over the Ifrachites. | Samuel a 
expreficd his fears chat, on executing this commit: 
fion, Saul would feck his: life; bur the Almighty 
promifing him fecurity from all danger, he went to 
Bethlehein, where hé was received by the people 
with the molt expreffive joy; and on being alked 
what was the cauie of his coming thither, he an- 
twered, ‘S ‘Lo perform jacrifice.”” 


_ Theceremony of the facrifice being over, Samuel 
invited Jefle and his fons to partake of the feait, calls | 
and as juon as he faw the eltcit, who was remark- toad 
ably handfome, he faid within himielt, “* This is to ¢ 
be our king.’ But Samuel was miftaken; for on pie 
afking God whether he fhould anoint him, he fon tee 
received an anfwer to this effect: “ God feeth hm | 
“ not as man fees. Thou fuppoleit him to be worthy 4 
*¢ ofa kingdom from his outward appearance only; 

** but fuch honours are not to be beitowed as due 

“ to the merit of a perton’s figure; they are to be 

“ given as a reward for the virtuous qualifications yee 
“ Of the mind: wherefore look unto that) man tits ten 
“© who is perfe&t in piery and juftice, courage and exe 
“ meeknefs, virtues which truly conftitute the beau. *"s 

“ tics of the mind.” On this Samuel ordered the 
other fons, who were fix in number; to, pals him, 

one by one: and confulting God, which’ was to be 

the perfon anointed, he was anfwered, weither. Sa- 

muel them afked’Jeffe if he had any more ions. He tress 
anfwered, he had one more, whofe name was Da- 
vid, and that he was then looking atter his fheep, M*; 
Samuel ordered Jefie immediately to fend for him, niory 
as they could not fit down tothe feaft unlefs he was te 
prefent. David was accerdingly Jent for, and im- "F"- 
mediately obeyed the fummons. As he had a 
majeftic countenance, cn the firft fight of him py» 
Samuel argued with himfelf, this_is the perfon thers 
God has .appointed_to be king. He then placed fon 
David next’ to himfelf, and Jefie, with the reft of tein 
his fons, in regular order after them. This being ant 
done, he took out the ofl, and pouring ir on 
David’s head, faid, ** By this thou art informed, 

“© that God has been pleafed to appoint thee king 
over the Llraclites. I therefore itridly charge 
thee todo juitice to the people, and be particu- 
larly careful to obferve God’s commandments. 
In doing this, thou fhalt reign long and happy: 
thou fhale triumph over the Philittines, and be 
victorious in all encounters. You fhall live great, 
and die memorable.” Having faid this Samuel 
departed, and the dpirir of God paffing from Saul pi 
to David (a), the latter was immediately poffeffed inips 
of the power of prophecy. 4 
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. Inthe mean time Saul declined more and more 
in God's favour; and ashe wes naturally ot a timo- 
rous and fulpicious temper, an unhappy turn. of 
mind grew upon him, which at length fettled into % 
a confirmed melancholy, of fuch a nature as to be tuted. 
frequently atrended with violent perturbations, and 
fometimes with a phrenzy.. To relieve him in this 
melancholy itate, tome ot his courtiers advifed mu- 
fic, as it would moft likely lull his difturbed mind 

to refit. Phey recommended David, the fon of Jeffe, 
not only as a proper matter of mutfic, but likewife- 

as a tian pofitiicd of the molt diftinguifhed accom- 
plifhments. : 
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banif: every princely virtue,-and introduce into the- 
imek perpetual gieom, and difpofe thofe who are 
ippy influence of it cto the mofl nawarrantable 
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chats In confecuence of this recommendation David 
was fentfur to court; and as foon as Saul faw him 
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re When ke heard him exercife his fkill on the harp, he 
F% wag perfectly tranfported, infomuch, thar ic banifhed 
from him all unealy and melancholy thoughts. In 
hore, Saul conceived fuch a kindaets tor David 
for having cured him of his malady, that he made 
him one of his armour-bearers. When the king was 
better David returned to his brother, and attended 
his flocks. : 


CHAP. X. 

The Philifines make another expedition againft the He- 
bresos, in the reign of Saul. Al fiagle combat be- 
tegen Goliath and David, in consequence of a chal- 
lenge fron: toe formes. 


4 OTHE Philiftines, having gathered together a con- 

Ro fiderable army, marched againtt the Mraclices, 
and piiched their cents between Shecoth and Aze- 
kah. in contequence of this Saul drew our his 
men, and placing them ona mountain, obliged the 
Philitlines co remove, end encamp— themicives on 
another mountain oppefite the Tiraclites, the valley 
between dividing the two aries. 


While they were in this ficuation there came from 
the Philiftines one Goliath, a citizenof Gath, aman 
remarkable for his prodigious ‘lature, being no lels 
than fix cubitsanda {pan high. He was dreffed in 
els com> armour, and his coat of mail weighed 5000 fhekcls. 
: ‘The head of his fpear was iron, weighing 600 fhe- 
kels ; and he carried it on his fhoulder. Thus ac- 
coutred did this mighty man march down the hill, 
attended by a troop of armed men; and placing 
himfelf in the middle of the vailey, between the 
two armies, he thus addrefied himiclf to the Lrael- 
ites: Ye men of Ifracl, 1 am come hither to do 
“an office of humanity, by preventing the lofs of 
many lives. Why fhould thoulands perifh, when 
the difpute may be determined between only two 

eople ? I offer myfelf_as a champion for the Phi- 
iftines: do you choofe another for my opponent; 
and whoever conquers, the people belonging to 
him vanquifhed fhall be . fubjcét to thofe of the 
conqueror. It is better to.expofe one than fo 
many thoufands.’”? Having faid this Goliath re- 
tired, but returned the next day, and repeated his 
chailenge, which he continued todo forty days fuc- 
ceflively, the Ifraclires not knowing whom to choofe 
tor his antagonilt. 
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In Saiil’s army were three of the fons of Jeffe, to 
*, whom their father fent David their brother with ne- 
yx Ceflaries, and to bring him intelligence of the fitua- 
tion of the Hebrews. Soon atter David arrived at 
the camp Goliath again appeared, and reproached 
the Hebrews with cowardice, faying, they had not 
aman in their army that dare look him in the face. 
++ David was fo irritated at this, that he told his bro- 
ther he would accept the chailenge himfelf But 
Meourseng Wliab, the eldeft, chattifed him for his ridiculous 
Yhoc. prelumption, and told him to go again to his father, 
bwiher. and actend his fheep. Though David paid great re- 
fpect to his brother, yeche could not help repeating 
what he had before faid in the hearing of the fol- 
diers ; which being reported to the king, he fene 
for him, and_afked him what he had to fay relative 
to Goliath ? David replied, ‘* Great Prince, fear 
not: Lam he who will take down the pride of this 
mighty boatfter, and make your terrible enemy ap- 
pear ridiculous when they fhall behold him fall by 
the hand of an inexperienced boy.” Saul ftood 
amazed at the intrepidity of the youth, but did not 
think it prudent co try the ifuc on fo uuvequal a 
match. David, finding Saul’s diffidence, told him, 
stance the combat was not to be confidered as atrial of 
Pek chal- fill between Goliath and him, but Goliathand God. 
sae’ OY Ic is not (fays he) my arm that will fight the 
: battle, but the power of a gracious God, who 
frequently makes the weakett objects to be in- 
, eruments of his Divine purpofes. In that God 
: T put my truft, and doubt not but he will proreéct 
me, however difficult the taflc in which I engage, 
having aeay experienced, in two inftances, his 
10. S, 2 
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‘he was greatly pleated with the beauty of his perfon. . 
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Divine affiftance: On a time, while T was at- 
tending my father’s fheep, a lion fuddenly came 
among the flock, and ran away with alsmb. | i 
purlued the robber, and having come up with 
him, refeued the lamb, and puta period to the 
lion’s exiltence. JT had an encounter of the like 
nature witha bear, which proved equally fuc- 
celstul. Now I doubr not but I fhal! do with 
this Philiftine as I did with the lion and bear; 
that he thall no more bid defiance to che army of 
the Hraelices, or reproach the living God, buc 
that he fall tall a viétim, by my means, through 
the Divine afliftance, to his daring pretump- 
tion.” 


OF THE 


From the manner in which this. fpeech was de- 
livered, Saul thought David's refolution arote noc 
from prelumptive courage, bur Divine infpiration. 
Vie gherefore faid to him, “* Go, and the Lord be 
“with thee.” After which he prepared David for 
the action, by dreffing him in hisown armour, and 
giving him his coat of mail, {word, and helmet. 
David, not having been accuitomed to fuch arms, 
found them rather burthenlome than ufeful, and 
told Saul they were much fitter for a prince than a 
thepherd; begging, atthe fame time, that he would 
permic him to throw them off, and take his own 
way. ‘Lhis being granted, David took his fhep- 
herd’s itaff, a fling and five Jmooth ftones, and 
with thefe only he advanced towards his antagoniit. 
When Goliath faw David he Jooked upon him with 
contempt, and, ina deriding manner, laid, ** Comet 
* chou to Hehe a foldier or a dog?” Yo which 
David replied, ** 1 come to fight neither ; for thou 
art very unlike the frit, and much worle than the 
“© Jait.? This fo exalperated Goliath, thac be twore, 
by his gods, he would give David’s Heth to the fowls 
of the air and the bealts of the field. David an- 
fwered, *© You come to me with a iword, a tpear, 
“ andacoat of mail; butl come to you inthe name 
of the Lord of Hofts, the God of che armies 
of Lliracl, whom you have defied. ‘Vhis day will 
the Lord deliver you into my hand ; and I will 
imite you, and take your head from you, and give 
your carcafs to the fowls of the air, and co the 
wild beatts of the earch, that all the world) may 
know there is a God in Mirael. “Phe whole af- 
fembly fhall fee that the Lord faveth noc with 
fwordandipear. “he battle is his, and he will de- 
liver you into our hands.” 


David lave 
aftde Svul's 
atmour, and 
gues out Lo, 
meet the 
huge Phie 
Jittine with 
his (hep- 
herd’s laff, 
a fling, 

and Live 
finatl 
flones. 


Goliath advanced toward David with as much ex- 
pedition as the weight of his armour would permit ; 
atthe fame time inrimating, by his gettures, the 
contemptible ight in which he confidered chis al- 
molt defenceleis adverfary. David, puteing his truft 


David overs 
cames Coe 
Jiauh with a 
fone from 
his Ging, 





: . : and fevers 
in the Almighty. haftened co mect him, and, whea Listesd 
he thoughe himfeifiat a proper diflance, he took one fies his 


body with 
hisown 


fort, 


of the ftones, pucicinco his fling, and caitic at che 
Philifting. “Che ttone went in fuch a direction as to 
flrike him in the forehead, and that with tuch force, 
that he immediately fell proftrate on the ground. 
David feeing this ran direétly to Goliath, and taking 
his fword from the fheath (not having any of his 
own) flew him, and cut off his head. 


CHAP. AL 


Saul purfues aud totally routs the arny of the Philif- 


tities.” Conceives an cavy aid jealoy azainft David, 
Sor bis fuceefs in the combat.  dendeaveurs to cafnare 
bine by a plot. 


V EIEN the Philiftines faw the fate of their 

champion, they were fochaGrinedthatthey im. ‘tt> phn. 
mediately betook themfelves to flight. “Phe (fraclites oe aed © 
availed themlelves of this circunitance, end pure teas aa 
fuing the Philiftines as far as the flirts of Gath, 


Ace purtued 
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and the very gates of Afcalon, killed apwards of es, 
30,000, betides wounding double the number. “aah, 7 


in his retura, Grit pillaged their camp, and thou 
fet fire to it: and David carricd the bead os tin- 
Hiath to his tent, and dedicated his {word to che 
Lord. ; 


This diftinguifhed conqueft raifed rhe reputation 
of David to che higheit fummics; but, at ihe fame 
wy 
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time, it procured him the mortal hatred of the king. 
On Saul’s return from the victory, he was met by 
great numbers (¢) of women outof every city, who 
congratulated him on his fuccefs with different forts 
of muficalinftruments; fome of them finging, Saul 
hath finin bis thoufands, and David his ten thoufands. 





Saul was fo irritated at this fuperior compliment 
Faul eaves paid to David, that he grew jealous of him, fearful 
ceisandre- left, in time, he might become fo popular among 
folves toex- the people as to injure him in the fovereignty. As 
: the character David was then in, namely, that of 
armour-bearer, obliged him to be near the king, 
Saul removed him from this office, and made him 
captain over athoufand men. This, indeed, was a 
more advantageous office than that_of_ armour- 
bearer; but Saul’s beftowing it on David did not 
arife from refpeét to him; on the contrary, it was 
froma defign againft his life, as he intended tqgem- 
ploy him inthe moft dangerous enterprizes. 





dangers, 


David, however, efcaped the malicious defigns of 
Saul; for, having God on his fide, he proved fuc- 
cefsfol in all his undertakings. THe became not 
only univerfally beloved by the people, but alfo by 
thofe about the court: and fuch were the graces of 
his perfon, and fo diftinguifhed his condaét, that 
a he particularly attracted the notice of Saul’s daugh- 
conecives an te’, Who gave evident figns of her withes to form 
affection for with him ia matrimonial alliance. Saul took no 
David, notice of his daughter’s affeétion for David, but did 

not appear in the leaft averfe to it, thinking to make 
this the means of producing an opportunity that 
might prove effectual in his defign againft David's 


life. 





Saul promi- 
Tes David his ¥ . 
daughter in for anfwering his purpofes, which was, to make a 
mariageoon propofition, that whoever brought him the heads of 
condition of sins as 4 
bringing 600 Philiftines, fhould have his daughter in mar- 
him the riage. Te imagined that David, from his renowned 
viene courage, would not hefitate to accept this offer, 
“and that the attempt would coft him his life. 
This he thought the moft decent: method of ob- 
taining revenge on Davids as it would look better 
to have him deftroyed by the Philiftines, than by 
his exprels orders. 


Having formed this plan, Saul employed fome of 
_ his domeftics to found David with rcefpeé& to his 
affection for his daughter, and whether he would 
be willing to receive her in marriage. They told 
him he was beloved both by the king and people, 
and that it was Saul’s defire he fhould become his 
fon-in-law. ‘* You, perhaps, (fays David), may not 
“© think it any great matter to be the fon-in-law of 
“<4 mighty prince; but, under the circumftances of 
“© my quality and extraction, Jam not vain enough 
** even to think of fuch an honour.” . 


When Saul’s meffengers told him what David had 
faid, he fent them back with thefe inftructions : 
*¢ Tell him (fays he) [ defire neither money or pre- 
** fents: when [ pare with my daughter fhe fhall be 
“* beftowed, not fold. Iam determined to give her 

. * to aman, not renowned for his wealth, ‘but his 
** courage, and other virtuous accomplifhments. 
“© Yet him only bring me the heads of 600 Philift 
** tines, and they will be more acceptable to me 
** than all the poffeffions of the world. Onfucha 
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(a) Ic was common, in antient times, -for the women to go 
out in order to meet the conquerors ; and, on fuch occafions, 
they fang fongs in praife of theirvalour. When they faid that 
David killed his ten thoufands, they meant that he had killed 
Goliath, who was fo much efteemed among the Philiftines, that 
his life was reckoned more valuble than the lives of ten thou- 
fand men, 

(2) 'Vhe candu& of Jonathan, not only in this affair, but 
alfo various ethers that {ucceeded, is highly meritorious. When 
his father ordered him to kill David, he difobeyed the com- 
mand, and intlead of being acceilary to the murdering of him, 
pleaded his innocence and merit as reafons for being faved. He 
difcovered to David his father’s defign, and fixed refolution of 
dettroying him; in doing of which he neither acted inconfittent 
with his duty as a child, or tothe allegiance he owed his father 
nea fubjedt He who knows of a confpiracy againft an inno- 
ceat peifon’s life, and doth nor difcover it, or who kills fuch a 
one by anoiher’s infligation or command, js himfelf a murderer 5 


‘ but thinking it might difclofe the treachery of his tise 
- heart, he at length complied, and gave David his #4 


After fome confideration Saul hie upon a project 


** man will I freely beftow my daughter, which will 


** be an honour to her, and give me the molt pleat: 
** ing fatisfaction.”” 


David was fo pleafed with Saul’s propofition (not 
fufpeéting but his intentions were honeft, and only 
calculated to confirm a itriét*vie of triendfhip) that 
he did not confider the difficulty of the aétion, or 
how far it was likely to be praéticable. He imme- 
diately fet out with his army to meet the enemy, in 
order to execute what was defired, and to obtain Davity, 
the king’s daughter in marriage. By the affiltance 4" 

Me oe . = 2 Nter ps, 7: 
and protection of God he fucceeded in the under. 7" 
taking, and having killed Gco Philiftines, he cut 
‘off their heads, and brought them -to the king, de- 
manding him to perform the covenant made between 
them relative to his daughter. Saul would wil- 
lingly have evaded the fulfilment of his promife ; sain 





see pe eaten 












: 4 David, 
daughter Michal to wife, 


CHAP. XII 


Saul continues to lay fuares for the life of David, which 
be efcapes through the friendly offices of Fouathan. 


Piet alliance between Saul and David did not Form 
in the leaft mitigace the enmity of the former fsuanaf 
againit the latter. He found that David grew daily "™ § 
more and more the favourite of the people; and ‘. 

thinking himfelf in danger while he lived, he. 

formed the refolution of having him difpatched, and Jom 
ordered Jonathan his fon, with fome of his moft {i 


trufty fervants, to perpetrate the horrid deed.. defn 

, AVE Hy by 

Jonathan was thunderftruck_when he received (*R 

thefe orders from his father. He loved David to cede if 

his foul, and determined to pervert the bafe defigns him & 
of the king. He accordingly haftened to David, 
and told him Saul’s intentions, advifing him, as he 
loved his life, immediately to retire. * ‘In the mean 
“ time (fays he) I will goto my father, and afk 
“ him the caufe of the diiguft he has taken againit 
“ you, and endeavour, as far as lays in my power, 
“ to appeale his wrath.” David, knowing the fi- 
delity of Jonathan, took his advice, and imme- 


diately departed. 


CHAP. XII. 


Leffedis a reconciliation, and David's reinflatement in 


| 
Jonathan interpofes with his father in behalf of David. : 
bis former office. 


Hes the next morning Jonathan went to 
his father’s apartment, and’ finding him in a 
pleafant humour, he took the opportunity of ful- 
filling the promife_he had made to Daivd.  Fa- 
; ther, (fays he), I cannot conccive (4) the reafon 
of your having taken fo great a diflike to David, 
as to iffue orders for his death. Has he com- ® 
Hs mitted any offence for which thou thinkeft he 
i deferves to die? Was not thy life, in a great 
‘; meafure, preferved through his means" and have 
s. Not the Philiftines felt the force of his avenging 
arm? Did he not vindicate the honour of our 


TL 


s 


ee 
“c 





a 


and no duty to a father, or allegiance toa prince, can -oblige 
any one cto fhedinnocent blood. Jonathan was’ therefore fo far 
from acting contrary to his duty and allegiance, in refufing to 
become his father’s initrumenr in murdering David, that he 
gave a noble initance of filial piety, affcétion, and duty, in his 
repeated endeavours to preferve ‘him from fo unnatural and 
atrocious a crime s; and humanity and .virtue will ever ap- 
plaud him for the generous concern he expreffed for the ho- 
nour of his father, and the prefervation of his friend. Ic 
is to be obferved, that Jonathan ever confiders David as 
an innocent perfon, and pleads for him to his father, -not 
asa rebel, or notorious offender, to obtain his pardon, but 
as a perfon having never done any thing to forfeit Saul’s 
favour, or lofe his own life: and therefore Jonathan mult 
be commended in difobeying his father’s orders, and doing 


all that laid in his powcr to avert Saul’s defigns of taking 
away David’s life, 
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“* nation from the feandal of a forty days affront in 
“ in the challenge of the giant? Did he not purchale 
“* my fifter for his wife at your price, by bringing 
*¢ you the heads of 600 Vhiliftines ?, Surely, in- 
“¢ ftead of you refentment, he is entitled to your 
“© efteemi and tendernefs, not only by his diftin- 
“© guifhed courage, but his clofe alance with your 
“family. Conlider with yourielf what great injury 
*¢ you will do to your daughter, by making her 
“¢ feel the miferies of a widow betore fhe has tafled 
“¢ the enjoyments of a mother. ec me beg of you, 
“© my dear father, to reflcct on thefe things, and_to 
“ be more moderate in your determination. Re- 
“© member, it was this perfon who relieved you 
“© from bodily complaints of the moft horrid na- 
“ ture; and remember it was him, nexc under God, 
“© who delivered us from our 
enemies. Thefe are benefits of the molt dittin- 
“© ouifhed nature, and, if forgot, will itain your 
s© character with the fin of ingratitude.” 






This forcible fpeech made fuch an impreffion on 
Saul, that he bound himfelf, by_oath, never to do 
any thing more tothe injury of David fecretly. 









me Saal 
saglines, upon 


Jonathan, as foonas poffible, hafted with the wel~ 
come news to David, told him the particulars of all 
that had paffed, and affured him he need not be 
afraid, for his father had made a Jolenin vow never 
to do him the leaft injury. He then took David 
with him to court, and prefenting him to the king, 
a feeming reconciliation took place, and David was 
reinftated in his office. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Saul, pill jealous of David, tries various means to take 
away bis life; but he efcapes, and flies to the prophet 
Samuel. Fonathan fornis a league of fricndfhip with 
David, for which he incurs bis father’s ives ure. 
David goes to the city of Nob, and receives protec- 
tion from Abimelech, the high-prieft. Sauls cruelty 
to Abimelech and bis family. He purfues David 
from one place to tnother without effe#. David 
has the opportunity of taking away Saul’s life, but 
refufes embracing it, for which Saul acknowledges bis 
gencrofity, and afks forgivencfs. The death of Sa- 
muel, David's interview wwith Abigail, Nabal’s 
wife, whom be afterwards marries. <Achif>, the 
hing of Gath, entertains David, and makes him a 
prefent of tbe city of Ziglag. David defeats the 
Analekites, and obtains panpaerible booty. 


HIE Philiftines, having again made war againft 
& the Iiraelires, and brought into the fielda very 
, confidcrable army, Saul ordered David to march 
with all expedition to give them battle. David 
cbeyed the king’s order, and meeting the Philif- 
tines, he fell on them, and obtained a total defeat, 
the greateft parc being flain, and the remainder put 
to fight. 


Pleaied with this fuccefs, David haftened to com- 
municate (as he thought). che agreeable news to 
the king. But Saul, inftead of expreffing his fa- 
tisfaction at the victory, was highly jealous of Da- 
vid’s increalfing reputation, and imagined that what 
tended to his honour muit be prejudicial to him- 
elf THe forgot the obligations he was under to 
David, and the vow he had fo lately made not 
to injure him. Pride and enmity proved predomi- 
nant over reafon, juttice, and gratitude; and he 
again determined to take away the life of David. 


Saul being one day attacked with a fit of his old 
diforder the phrenfy, he dent for David to play on 
mia. the harp to him. David accordingly obeyed, but, 
“ while he was tuning che inflrument, Saul fuddenly 

. drole, and taking up a javelin, threw it with all 

his might at David. The javelin luckily miffed 
him, and ftuck in the wall; upen which David 
hattily lefe the room, and ran to his own houfe, 


Where he continued the remainder of the day. 


In the mean time Saul fent meffengers,. with a 
body of his guards, to watch David’s houfe, and 
to prevent his making his efcape, ordering them, 
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moit implacable . 
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as foon as it was day-light, to feize and bring him 
with them, for thar he fhould fuffer death as a 
common criminal. 7 

Michal, David's wife, being apprifed of the king’s 
intentions, told her hufband the danger he was in, 
and that if he did not make his eicape before morn- 
ing, he would certainly be a dead man. David 
readily took his wite’s advice, and, alter embrac- 
ing each other in the mott tender manner, fhe lec 
him down, by the affiftance of a rope, trom 2 back 
window of the houle, and not being perceived by 
the guard, he made his cleape. 


As foon as David was departed, Michal made up 
the bed in fuch a manner that it appeared to con- 
tain a fick perfon ; and to make the deceprion great- 
er, fhe placed beneath the covering the liver of a 
goat fhe had flain tor the purpofe. Early in the 
morning, when the meflengers afised for David, fhe 
told them he was fick, and had been reftlefs all the 
night. ‘Lhe meflengers ieeming to doubt her word 
the cook them up ttairs, and they being deceived by 
the motion arifing from the liver, appeared larished, 
left her, and returned to relate the particulars co 
the king. 

Saul, fired with indignation, ordered the meffen- 
gers immediately to return, and bring David in 
whatever firuation they found him; for he was de- 
termined he fhould be put to death. The meffen- 
gers accordingly returned, and, on removing the 
bed-clothes in fearch of David, difcovered the de- 
ception, and that the motion of the clothes, which 
relembled the palpitation of the heart, was occifion- 
ed by the warm liver of the goat. 


When the meflengers returned to Saul and told 
him the trick that had been played on them by Mi- 
chal, he fent for her, and upbraided her for her con- 
duét : but fhe excufed herielf by faying, fhe did it 
through fear, as David had threatened her life: that 
it was not done from choice, but neceffity ; and that 
She thought he was not fo anxious for the deltruéction 
of David as he was for the prefervation of hisdaugh- 
ter’s lite. -Saul admitted this excuie, forgave Mi- 
chal, and reftored her to his favour. 


In the mean time David went to the prophet Sa- 
muel at Ramah, to whom he related all the ftnares 
that had been Jaid for him by Saul, and the man- 
ner in which he had made his efcape. Ie told Sa- 
mucl he was not conf{cious of having committed the 
leaft offence ; that he had always benaved himiclt 
to the king as became a dutiful fubjcél, thar, by 
the affiltance of God, he had repeatedly conquered 
his enemies ; and this, he feared, was the only caule 
of the king’s difpleafure. 


-Samuel, being informed of the unjult proceedings 
of Saul, left Kamah, and taking David with him, 
went toa place called Galbaath, (in the feripture 
Naioth), where they refided together for fome time 


When Saul underfloed where David was, and 
with whom, he difpatched a body of men to Gal- 
baath, with orders to feize David, and bring him 
immediately to the palace. But when they came to 
Galbaath, where Samucl was teaching and inttrudt- 
ing the young prophets, they were icized with the 
fpirit of prophecy, and could not return. In con- 
fequence of this Saul fence other meflengers, and af- 
ter them others again; butno sooner did they come 
near the place than they were all affected in likeman- 
ner. Saul, at length, impatient of thefe delays, 
went himfelf ; but as he drew near the place, the 
fpirit of prophecy feized him alfo, fo that he went 
along prophelying till he came to the fpor where 
Samuel and David were, and then, taking off his 
upper garment, he Jay (as it were in an extaty) on 
the ground all that day and the following night. 


David took this opportunity of mal.ing a private 
vifit to_his friend Jonathan, with whom he cxpo- 
ftulaced on the unkind behaviour of his father, 
when he had committed no manner of 
injuftice againft him.” Jonathan told him not to 
judge rafhly, nor to place too much confidence in 
the tales ot other men-; that he was fure, if his fa- 
ther meant him any harm, he would have made him 
prvy to his intentions; and, had that been the sae 
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he fhould certainly have told him_of it, and put 
‘him on his guard. David then affirmed, with an 
oath, what he had faid relative ‘to Saul’s unkind- 
nels, and told Jonathan not to be too credulous 
where the life of his friend was at ftake. * It is 
* not (lays he) to be fuppoled that the king, who 
* knows thefriendthip fubfifting between us, fhould 
“¢ ever communicate toecither a defign he may have 
“© on the lite of the other,” 


This weighty argument greatly affected Jonathan, 
who begged of David that he would make his mind 
as ealy as polfible; “t For (fays he) whatever fer- 
“ vices are in my power todo, you may readily com- 
mand.” ‘Fothis David replied, “* Lam very fea- 
fible of your good-will and readinels to ferve me. 
Now to-morrow their will be 2 new moon, and 
conlequently a feltival. Ac fuch times, you know 
ithas been cuftomary for me to fit at meat with 
the king; but, if you think well of ir, I will 
go out of the city, and fecrete myfelf in fome 
private place in the fields, where you may come 
to me when convenient. If the king afks for me, 
tell him Iam gone to Bethlehem to celebrate the 
day with my own tribe, and that £ had your per- 
miffion. Ifhe fpeaks kindly, take it for certain 
he has no malice in his heart againft me; butif 
otherwife, depend upon it he bears me a grudge. 
Fail not to communicate to me the iffue with all 
expedition, as you value the facred and mutual 
league of friendfhip formed between us.” 
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Jonathan promifed David he would do every thing 
he defired, and that, ifhe found his father had any 
plot againft him, he would be fure to give him 
timely notice. tite fealed this declaration’ with an 
oath, that he would leave nothing unattempted, 
which might conduce to his prefervation. ‘¢ ‘hat 
“© God (lays he) looking up to heaven, who law 
** all things, and is omniprefent, knows the ut- 
“© moft fecrets of my heart: and here [ call that 
*¢ God to witnefs the covenant I make with thee, 
“¢ that I will never give over fearching into the pri- 
“* vate deliberatioris and purpoles of my father, till 
“© Thave difcovered the bottom of his heart; an 
“ when I have done this, whether it be for ora- 
* gaingt thee, I will noclefe a moment till I have 
“© Informed thee of it. God himielf knows how 
“ earneftly L have prayed to him for you fafety. 
*© That God is with thee, and will not forlake 
thee; but (whether my father Saul or mylelf 
fhould prove thy encmy) will keep thee fafe and 
unhurt. Remember the things I have now tald 
thee ; and if it fhould be my fate to fuffer death 
for pleading in your behalf, do you fupply my 
place, and acknowledge my fervices, by being a 
father to my children.” 
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Having faid this, Jonathan defired David to re- 
tire to the corner of a certain field; and when he 
had done the buGnefs he had promifed, he would 
immediately come to him, end make known the 
iffue by certain tckens. ‘** I will come (fays he) at- 
* tended by a boy, and as joonas ] enter the field, 
will fhoot three arrows. If you fee the boy take 
them up, and bring them to me, fet your heart at 
reft, thatall is well; but if not, take it for grant- 


ae 
ec 
ce 


“ed you are in danger, However, be affured of 
* this, that happen as it may, it fhall be my parti- 
ac 


cular care you come to no harm I can prevent.” 
Having faid ‘this, they embraced each other, and 
David departed to the {pot agreed on for his conceal- 
iment. 


The next day, which was the feaft of the moon, 
Saul purified himfelf according to cuftom, and fat 
down to meat, Jonathan his fon being placed on his 





(a) Ivis probable that Ssul imagined fomething had hap- 
pened to David by which he had been polluted ; fuch as the 
touching adead bedy, in which cafe ic would not have been 
proper for him to attend on this occaSon. 

(4) Sauls calling David the fon of Jefle, was fpoke by way 
of derifion, thereby indimating to thofe who were prefeat, that 
he defpifed no tor the meenwefs of bis birth. 

Co)Vhe city of Nob wnped to the tribe of Henjamin, and 
was fitcuated about four leagues irem Gibcah, not far from 
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right hand, and Abner, his captain-¢cneral, on the 
lete; but the feat of David was left vacant. Saul 
took no notice of his abfence the fuit cay, fuppofing 
he might not be properly circumftanced for atrend- 
ing (a), but miffing him the fecond day, he fternly 
afked Jonathan what occafioned the ion of Jeffe (4) 
to be abfent from the feaft two days together? Jona- 
than told him, he had given him leave to go to Beth- 
Jehem, to feait with his own tribe on the occafion ; 
that David had entreated his company, and, as he 
knew the friendfhip he had for him, ifhe pleafed he 
would follow him. ‘This expreffion touched Saul to 
the quick ; and being no longer able to conceal his 
hatred againft David, he fell into a violent paffion, 
called Jonathan atraitor, and anenemy ; an abettor 
of, and confederate with, David; and that_he was 
aconfpirator againft his own family. “ He mutt 
“© be blind (fays he) who cannot fee that myfelf and 
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** kingdom are in the mot imminent clanger while 
* David lives. Icommand thee, therefore, immie- 
ce 


diately to fend for him, chat, he may be broughe 
to juttice.” Jonathan, in a very cqol and Te- 
fpeétful manner, begged his father to tell him what 
capital crime David had committed ; for that he had- 
never known him guilty of the leatt difobedience. 
Lhis quettion. threw Saul into iuch a rage, that he 
immediately fnatched up a javelin, and would cer- ® 
tainly have facrificed Jonathan to his refentmenty! gyn. 
had he not been prevented by fome of his -friends tus, 
then prefenc. 


cc 







This violent outrage convinced Jonathan of his 
father’s hatred to David, and that he was detér--2) 
mined to put a period to his life. Ile quitted the o 
company as foon as portals and retiring to_his tre 
chamber, fpent the whole .night in prayer and fup- {yh 
plication for the fafety of his friend- Tarly the 
next morning he took his bow and arrows, and; 
attended by a boy, went into, the fields, under pre- 
tence of fhooting, but, in reality, to difcover co Da- 
vid the difpotition of his father, as had been be- 
fore agreed. Hie conveyed the firft intelligence by 
leaving the armour on the ground; after which he 
fent the lad back to the city, that he might have 
the opportunity of going to David, and informing 
him of all that had pafied. As toon as Jonathan 
came near to David, the Jatter fell proftrate at his 
feet, and called him his mighty preferver. Jona- 
than immediately raifed him frcem the ground, and, 
after embracing him, with tears, he told him all that 
had paffed between him and his -father; that he 
was implacable, and determined to deftroy him; 
and therefore he advifed him to make his efcape 
as faftas poffible. They then made freth protefta- 
tions toeach other of perpetual friendfhip; and 
hiving again embraced, Jonathan left him, with 
tervent prayers that the Divine protection might 
accompany hin wherever he went. 





David, knowing the neceffity there was for at- 
tending to the advice of Jonathan, left the place , 
of his retirement, and went to Nob (c), where, at asin 
that time, ftood the tabernacle, and where Ahimelech "3" 
was high-prieft. Not having any atcendants wich ™ 
him, Ahimelech took notice of it, and afked him 
the reafon (d). David told him, he was conie on 
very particular bufinets, at the exprefs order of the 
king; that, as it was of a private nature, he had, for 
the prefent, difcharged his train; but that they 
were to meet him at a certain time and place he had 
appointed. Iiethen told Ahimelech he was greatly 
diltreffed for neceffaries to protfecute his journey, 
and that he fhould confider it as the moft friendly 
office if he would fupply him’with fuch as he want- 
ed. This requeft the high-prieft chearfully grant- 
ed; upon which David told him he would greatly 
increafe the obligation, if he would furnifh him 





Anathoh, Jt wasin the north part of the facerdotal cities ; and 
it is probable that Saul ordered the tabernacte to be removed 
from Shiloh to this place. 

(da) Prom the whole of this affair it 1s evident that Ahime- 
lech knew nothing of the circumftances of David. He was 
infenfible of Saul’s difpleafure again{t him, or of his deter- 
mind refolution to deftroy him; and, thereforc, as he was 
the king’s fon-in-jaw, he was furprized to fee him wichont any 
atiendants. : 

with - 
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with a fword, or fpear, and fome pieces of arms. 
Abimelech Che high-prie(t faid, he had no other arms than the 
fepptes D- ford that killed Goliath, which was hung up, and 


Susi i God: and if he chofe to accept that, 
wicies dedicated to God 3 \ ) 
Deike it was at his fervice. (An unfavourable circum. 
rofecution tance attended this converfation between David 
et hisjours ond Ahimelech, for there happened to be within 
ae hearing a fervant of Saul’s, named Doeg, who was 
earing ¢ 3 oss, Dates eee 
The gon a Syrian py pits and enjoyed the office of groom 
verfebe~ ta the king. 
tween Dae 
nee David, being provided with neceflaries for a jour- 
sverheard ney, and having with him the {word of Goliath, left 
by Doess §= Nob, and went to the city of Gath, belonging to 
ted * “Achith, king of the Philiftines. He had not been 
ee. long’ here before he was difcovered, and the king 
Davidflies | i oformed‘of his being the perfon who had fo: often 


“to Gath, and 


atapesttom defeated and deftroyed_ the Philiftines. In confe- 


the Phi Quence of this information David was taken before 
tes2Y  Achifh, when, to avoid the danger that threatened 
muwee fim, he feigned madnefs and an epilepfy, which he 
did in fo artful manner, that the king, after re- 
buking the officers, ordered him to be diicharged. 
Seeretes The next day David left Gath, and took up his 
himeelfina yefidence in a cave near Adullam, a town belonging 
aver. tothe tribe of Judah. His friends and relations, 
Malem, hearing where he was, came flocking to him, toge- 
iSam, sx, ther with many malcontents, and men of defperate 
fortunes ; thé whole amounting to about four hun- 
dred. 

This junction was very acceptable to David: but 
his mind was greatly diftreffed on account of his 
aged parents, whom he feared would fall victims to 
the rage of Saul. He therefore applied to the king 

fervards Of Moab, befeeching, him to, take them under his 
airs t protection, The king readily complied with his 
ee requeft, received them with great cordiality, and 
chim -treated them with diftinguifhed refpect. 

ad his 

mpany _ _ Davidcontinued, with his little army, in the cave 
ty. for fome time; till at length he was advifed, by the 


pe hec Gad, who attended him, to return to the 
EAA OF Judah; which he accordingly did, and took 
up his {tation in the foreftof Hareth. 


Saul, being informed of David’s fituation, and 
the number of men he had with him, was greatly 
alarmed. He knew his natural _intrepidity, and 
was fearful of the confequences. He therefore con- 
vened an aflembly of his friends, captains, and the 
tribe to which he belonged, at G 

com. met, he addreffled them as follows: ‘* Ye men of 
insto ** Benjamin (fays he) ye cannot be infenfible of the 
gear SS many ood offices I‘ have done you ; and that 
nviowe «© through my means many of you have been ad- 
vid. ** vanced to the higheft poits of honour. Where- 
© fore, I now afk, whether ye expect greater fa- 
** vours from the hands of the fonof Jeffe than ye 
*‘ have received from me? I am informed that ye 
*¢ are all ready to revolt to him; and that ye are 
“* countenanced in your conduct by my fon -Jona- 
“than. I am no ftranger to the folemn league and 
a confederacy between him and David; nor of 
s; his abetting the caufeof m : 
«, Power, intereft, and council. Let me intreat you 
** not to liften to his advice, nor to fuffer any of 
his perfuafions to direct your conduct; but be 
good fubjects, and you ‘thal find in mea firm 
protector.” . 


ec 
ee 


As foon as Saul had finifhed his fpeech, Doeg, the 
groom (who overheard all that paffed between Da- 
vid and Ahimelech at Nob) arofe, and related the 
following particulars: ‘* When (fays he) I went to 

Ahimelech, the high-prieft, in the city of Nob, 
Ifaw David, who hadcome thither to confult the 
oracle. Ahimelech furnifhed him with conveni- 
encies for his journey, and, as an inftrument of 
sd defence, gave him the fword with which he had 

flain Goliath.” j 





In confequence of¢ this declaration, Saul imme- 
diately fent for Ahimelech, and ordered that all his 
relations fhould be brought with him. When the 
high. orieft arrived, Saul addreffed him as follows : 

WwW ol or bad ufage (fays he) haft thou re- 
o. & 
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“ ceived at my hands, that thou fhouldeft eotan eae 
“ the fon of fefle, co whom thou not only gavell heads the 
“¢ vigtuals, but armour, to enable him to lie in walt high priett, 
“ for my kingdom. Thou well knoweit that he 


| hath fecrecly withdrawn himfelf from me, to 


“ avoid that punifhment his treacherous condu& 
“© juftly merits? 


Ahimelech did not attempt to deny the charge, 
but frankly confeffed he had fupplied David with 
the articles mentioned. “ I did it (fays he) not to 
“© eain his efteem, but to promote your fervice. 
 Gid nor receive him as your enemy, but as -the 
 faithfulett of your friends and officers ; and what 
“¢ ig {till more, as the fon-in-lawof a great fovereign. 
“ Eow fhould I imagine him to be your enemy ON Ahimetech 
« Whom you have conferred the moft diftinguifhed uge> divers 
“© honours? It was more reafonable for me to fup- resin he 
* pofe him one of your deareft friends. 









Lf he cone gence. 
& fulred me about the will of God, it is not the 

“ Grft time he has done it, nor the firit time I have 

“ given him ananfwer. Efe told me he came trom 
* you on bufinefs of the moft important nature; and 
« 4 T had not relieved his wants, it would have 
*“ been an indignity to you more than to him. 
“6 Wherefore I befeéch you_not to blame me, even 
though you fhould find David guilty as you fut- 
“ beet. The service I did him was a matter of re- 
* {peét to_the king’s fon-in-law, and the king’s mi- 
- litary officer, not to the perfon or interc{t of Da- 
© vid.” 


The endeavours of Ahimelech to juftify his con- 
dué to David availed-little with Saul, who, as foon 
as hehad finifhed, ordered him and all his family to 
be put to the fword. The guards, who_ftood by, 
and heard the high-prieft’s defence, refufed to exe- 
cute the royal orders, thinking it an act of the moft 
facrilegious nature. In conlequence of this the The high 
king commiffioned Doeg, Ahimelech’s accufer, to prictt and 
perform the bloody deed. He made not the leaft he- 22 my, 
firation to execute the royal commands, but, begin the king's 
ning with Ahimelech, flew him and his family, the command, 
whole amounting to 385 perfons. Not fatisfied with Reem 
this, Saul difpatched a party to the city of Nob, 
with orders to put to the fword every creature they ‘rhe inha- 
found, andafterwardsto burn the city to the ground, ee 
Thus was fulfilled what had been foretold by God jyeitora. 
to Eli, the high-prieft, namely, that his poiterity 
fhould be deftroyed for the abominable impicties of 


his two fons. 


The enormous cruelty of Saul, in extirpating the prirpation 
facerdotal race, putting to death both old and ofthe ti 
young, without either pity for the one, or reve- cerdotal 
rence for the other; the deftroying a city God him- ™* 
felf had honoured with a Becitiae privilege, by fet- 
ting it apart as a nurfery for priefts and prophets : 
thele inhuman violences, I fay, difplay the natural 
corruptnefs of Saul’s heart, and point him out to 
us in his juft colours. "While men are low, poor, 
fubjeét to laws and penalties, and, in truth, under 
the neceflity of appearing honeft for want of power 
to be wicked, how temperate, juft, humane, nay, 
how religious, do they pretend tobe! they live as if 
they acknowledged a Providence, and believed the 
omniprefence of an all-feeing God: but no fooner ,,,,, 
do they come to an advanced ftation, than they be- eres 
come quite different creatures: like actors on the on the per 
ftage, they lay afide their manner with their drets, yok dire 
and change both the fcene and the perfon. ‘They mma Ih a 
grow proud and imperious, and pay no refpect ei- thority. 
ther to God orman. Inftead of: being pious, and 


-adminiftering that juftice which alone can fecure 


them from detraction, they live and aét as if either 
God knew not what they did, or as if their elevation 
placed them above the reach of Divine juttice. 
‘When this arrogant vanity is on the wing, what 
confufion enfues |! They govern by paMfion, not rea- 
fon: they unjuftly take umbrage at fome, and be- 
ftow their favours with partiality to others. They 
endeavour to make the world believe their conduét 
is direéted by the will of heaven, though, at. the 
fame time, they have not the leait thought of futu- 
rity. Thofewho have done them any fignal fer- 
vices they compliment with honours and rewards ; 
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The difference thus {tated between a low and 
elevated fituation, in the fame perfon, is evidently 
manifelted in Saul, the fon of Kifh, who was the 
fil king of the Hebrews after the diffolution of the 
arillocracy, and taking, the adminitration out of 
the hands of the judges. On a bare fuipicion of 
tome injury done him by Ahimelech, he not only 
cauted him, together with more than three hundred 
pricits and prophets, to be put to death, but alfo 
their city to be reduced to afhes, and the place, 
which contained the tabernacle of God, to be ren- 
dered defolate. 


Saul’s intentions were totally to extirpate the fa- 
mily of ‘Ahimelech; but it happened that one of his 
dons, named Abiather, fortunately efcaped, and fled 
ro avid, to, whom he related all the particulars 
relative to his father, and the deftrugtion of his 
kindred. David was greatly affligted when he heard 
ot Saul’s cruelty, and the more 10, as he confidered 
himfelf, in fome meafure, as the innocent occafion 
of it.“ Lthought (fays David) when I faw Doeg 
“© at your father’s houfe, he would be calumniated 
« before Saul, and am forry to find my conjectures 
< were too well founded. LjJament that fo melan- 
choly a circumiLance fhould have taken place on 


“ 


“ my account; but fear not, Abiather, place your- 
iY telF under my protection, and [ will fhield you 


{rom all danger.” 


While Saul was embruing his hands in the blood 
of his innocent fubjects, David was employing his 
arms in the neceffary defence of his country; or, 
hearing, the Philittines had made an incurfion upon 
Keilah, a city of Judah, he went and retrieved the 
place, repulled the enem with a great lofs of men, 
and took fromthem acon iderable booty in cattle. 


The news of this aétion foon reached the ears of 
Saul, who, fuppofing David would fortity himfelf 
in the town, fentan army to inveftit. In the mean 
time David, having, contulted the Divirie Oracle fen 
and being informed that the inhabitants of the place 
would prove perfidious to him, he left it before the 
arrival of Saul’s army, and retired, with his men, 
to a wood in the deferts of Ziph (¢). 


Saul, not knowing whither David had fied, could 
not purfue him: but Jonathan, his fon, having 
received private intelligence, immediately repaired 
to him, and gave him all the comfort and encou- 
ragement he could. Ele affured him his father’s 
malice could never reach him thathe doubted not 
but the time would come when he fhould fee him 
king of Ifracl , but that he muft_confider fuch 
bleflings were not to be obained without toil and 
hazard. ‘They then renewed the league of friend- 
fhip between them, and, after embracing each other, 
parted. 


The inhabitants of Ziph were very officious in 
fending intelligence C0 Saul where David was, and 
told him, if he would fupply them with a proper 


lane eee ete eee ee 


fa) Vhis paragraph (fays 4 celebrated writer) contains an 
admirable reflection of jofephus concerning the general wice 
kednefs otf men in great authority, and the danger they are in 
of rejodling that repaid to juitice and hamanity, 1 Divine Pro- 
vidence and the far of Gad, which they either really had, or 
uw pretended to have, while they were ina lower condition. It 
ean never be tao eben | erufid by bingy and preat men, Nor by 
thote whaee peck ta bbiain fach elevated diguitien among 
manned. 

p6) ‘Vida was one of the maf noble adventures of IDavid's 
Tile, and perhaps ie neath ¢ ordinuy of any recorded in 
hithors. An ther inet, in Davie’ phice, would have rejoiced at 
thr. ineaner, andl yp erdeayye eee iyo ang etd this beth from 
fo pretend tien atl policy. Vial, besaute ne b ul nething to 
fear for Witatela, wets Sami bod ta boamencans upon his hands; 
and, fecandiy, beewy ce Gece iy OF bas gaunt, wit une like= 
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force, they would engage te iver him into bis 

hands. Saul thanked them tor the intelligence, 

and immediately fent 2 body of men to afliit th 
in the execution of their intentions, i 
to follow with his whole army. é 
prized_of the confpiracy ot the Ziphites, bathed al] %3 Saglet 
their fchemes, by reriring, with great precipitation, a 
to a rock in the wilderncls of Maon. 


S The orhay. 
aaa { em buants of 
reolving loon Z.pb give 


(david, being ap. it ience 





Saul, having received intelligence whither David 
had retired, marched againft him, and preffed him 
fo clofe, that the two armies were only feparated by 
a narrow valley. Saul’s intention was, to encom- 
pafs the army of David, in order to prevent their 
efcape ; but before he could carry this defign into 
execution, news was brought that the Philiftines 
had broken in upon the Hebrews, and were re- 
vaging, their country: fo that Saul was forced to 
drop his private relentment for the public good, An infures 
and to divert his arms another way- David, having sion af 
thus efcaped the danger that farrounded him, left divertsui 
the rock, and_ took fhelter, with his ariny, in the from purl 
wilderneis of Engedi. ing David, 


_In the mean time Sau), having defeated the Phi- 

liftines, and received intelligence where David had After sel 
reured, feledled 3000 of his choiceft men, - and had ovte 
marched againit him with the greateit expedition. “Phiiti« 
David and his men had concealed themfelves in a he refume 


cave, which was very dee and wide, and extended a diners 
confiderable diftance in ength. It happened that 1 Sam. 


when Saul came to this cave, he had occafion to 
give a loofe to nature, and, not fufpecting that the 
place was inhabited, retired from his army, and 
went into it for that purpofe. One of David’s men 
feeing Saul, and knowing him, communicated the 
intelligence to David, telling him, he had now the S$ & 
opportunity of a glorious revenge, by cutting off he 
the head of his mortal enemy, for that God had de- Davd,s 
livered Saul into his hands. But David rejected vi 
the. propofition with abhorrence, faying, ‘* God Fear 
e forbid I fhould ftretch forth my hands againft the ax ta 
Lord’s anointed ;” and only (to fhew Saul how his life 
much he was in his power) went foitly, and cut off 
the fkirt of his upper garment. ‘ 


‘When Saul was gone out of the cave, David fol- 
lowed, and called after him. The kin well know- 
ing the voice, turned about, when avid, with 
great reverence an refpect, addrefied him in words 
to thiseffect : “* What an unhappy thing it is, when 
“Sa great prince fo liftens to the tongues of calum- 
 niators and detractors, as to fufpect the integrity 
of his tried and moft faithful friends ! It certainly 
“ would be much more laudable to judge every 
i man by his works. Words ma be falfe as well as 
true ¢ but demonftration by fact ts infallible. Be- 

lieve me, great king, when I tell you Tam a well 
“¢ wifher both to you and to your family, and yet 
you make it, your conftant bufinefs to endeavour, 

to feek my life. Tow can you excufe yourfelf 
“to God for committing fo cnormaus a wicked- 
“ nefs as to defire the, death of a perfon, who this 
“ very day had it in his power to revenge himfelf 
by depriving you of your exiftence? I-could as 
eafily have taken your, head from your shoulders, 
as this piece of (tuff from your mantic, (fhewing 
the fire he had cut off); but I had not the heart 
to commit fo vindictive an act , while you, at the 
{fame time, without the leatt feruple of conici- 
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lie means to bring Saul to renfon, and force him co recall, 
and be reconciled to, his beft companion. But David was go 
verned by other than thefe narrow views 3 nor fafery nor honour 
were defirable to him, purchafed by the diflrels of his country 
and his friends, is hotam heat withtan carnch defire to relieve 
Keilah ; butit was notan adventure to be unadystedly univers 
taken 3 and therefore we are affured, that he enquired of Goll, 
faying, ** Shall L oand smite thele Phitidines P Twone bet 
an here could put the quettion, and none but God could talve 
it, And the ford {aid unto David, * Gy, aad finite the Phi- 
66 Tillines, and fave Keilah.” 

fc) ‘Vhis meuntninous wildernets was within the precindts 
of the tribe of Judah, nnd on the coniines of Edon. dt is 
{uppoted to have had its name from the Lebrew word Zepheths 
which fignitics pitch, it being remarkable lor abouurling in that 
article. 





Ss ence, 


ook VI.- 


*“ ence, purfue me with 2 moft injurious perfecu- 


“tion. But let God judge between us; and, it T° 
“ have done any thing, either in thought or deed, 
“eo your detriment, let me be puniflied as 1 de- | 


* ferve.” ; 


The graceful and modeft manner in which David 
delivered his {peech,. andthe circumitance of his 
iparing the king’s life when he had it_in his power 
to take it away, made {uch an impreffion on Saul, 
that he fetched a deep figh, which being anfwered 
by David, the king faid, *‘ Such lamentations bet- 
“ter become me than you. Tkou hait been theau- 
“ thor of many good things to me, but I of. many 
calamities tothee. You have convinced me, by 


ANTIQUITIES or tar JEWS: 


againft her hufband. She ordered her fervents to 
pack up two hundred loaves of .bread, two bottles 
of wine (c), five fheep ready drefléd, tive meafures 
of parched corn, an hundred clufters of raifins, and 
two hundred cakes of figs. With thelé articles, 
placed on affés, Abigail haftened to meet David, 
who was marching with all fpced, accompanied by 
four hundred of his men, (the number being now 
increaied to fix hundred, two of which he left be- 
hind to take care of the baggage), to put in execu- 
tion his rafh vow. As foon as Abigail law David 
fhe chrew herfelf prottrate on the ground; and , 
befonght him to’ pais over the words of her hu- 
fband, he being a man whofe name was fuited to 
his nature; (Nabal, ‘in the Hebrew language, figni- 


wea: ** your conduct, that you are not degenerated trom fying a fool or madman.) She faid, the faw not. the 
naeme- “ the goodnefs of your anceftors, who, When they meflengers that camie, begged pardon for what. had 
pant“ had their enemies in their power, refufed to take happened, and defired David to give God thanks 
j vardon “ advantage of it, by giving them_théir lives and for fending her as the inftrument to keep his hands 

* liberty. From the trarifations of this day it ap- from being ftained. with blood. “* Be pleafed, Sir, 


n 


“© pears manifeftly evident that you are defigned by 
“© God as the ruler over this kingdoni, and that the 
“ whole nation of the Ifraelites will be fubject to 
“ your govérnmeéiit. Wherefore I have this requeft 
““ to make, that you will promnife, on oath, to for- 
“© give all the injuries I have. done you; ahd that, 
“* when you come to be poffeffed of your govern- 
“© rent, you will be mercifiil t6 my faniily.” ~ 

Saul having obtained this requeft, returned home ; 


n 


aaenan 


“* (faid the) I befeech you, to accept of the. good- 
* will of your poor fervant, with thefe finall pre- 
* fents, and, upon my humble requeft, to pals 
** over the offence of my hufband, who has fo 
Sf juflly incurred your dilpleatttre; for there is no- 
“thing fo well becoming the’character of the'per- 
** fon who is deligned for a crown as clemency and 
** compaffion,” * 2s 


The.very. feeling manner in which Abigail ad- 


but David, not choofing to truft to his fair words, dreffed he pees i Abigail 
: : : nS : ed herfelf to David 4o wrought upon him, ‘thac foothes Ds, 
kept himfelt clofe me the faftneffes of the hills. he accepted the prefents. His indignation was totally vid ane 
About this time died the prophet Samuel,. a man laid afide, and_they both parted with mutual fatis. Pee, 


faction: he, 
ding of blood; and the, 


he: sequent, 


Er my. univerfally refpected by the Hebrews for his probity for being thus -prevented from fhed- 


chy tl 7 | 
het and virtue. e was buried at Ramah (a); and the 


ec 


more than the ufual time, and celebratinghis funera 

rites with the moft diftinguifhed pomp. While he 
lived his actions declared him born to execute ju- 
ftice, which he.adhered to, in every circumftancé of 
Jife, with an impartial hand; and on that account 


people teftified their refpeét for him by HODrAIIG 


} for having thus happily 
Succeeded in herembafly. — . ; 


When Abigail arrived at her. home flie found her 
hufband rioting and drinking ; fo that fhe deferred 
telling hidsy what had paffed till the next morning. 
But when he came to underftand the danger to which 


he had been expofed he was fo terrified at the 

thoughts of it, that he {uddenly became quite ftu- 

pics and continued in that fate for ten days, when 
e Pave up the ghoft. 


was particularly beloved of God (4). He died in 
the 98th year of his age; twelve of which he go- 
verned alone, and eighteen in conjunétion with 


Death of 
N 
Saul. , 


abal. 


. David, hearing of Nabal’s deccafe, fent for Abi- 
gail;‘and married her ; as he did alfo another wo- payia mare 
man, whofe name was Ahinoam, a Jezreelite : for rics abigail. 
his firft.wife, Michal, had been fore time given by 

Saulto Phalti, the fon of Laifh, of Gallim. . 


During thetime of lamentation for Samuel, Da- 
vid removed from Engedi, and retired farther into 
the wildernefs of Paran, not far from Maon, where 
he had once before taken up his refidence. 


In the neighbourhood of this place lived a perfon 
named Nabal, a man naturally of a very favage and 
morofe difpofition, While David abode in this 
part of the country before, he had taken great care 


Some time after this the Zephites (who were 
profeffed enemies to David) gave information to 
Saul of the place where ‘he and his men were con- 


1Sam, xxvi 


to reftrain his men from doing any injury to Na- cealed;.in confequence of which (notwithi{tanding main 
bal’s flocks; and it being now the time of fheep- the folemn promiles. Saul had made not to dd any purfairof 


‘fhearing (which was always a feafon of gredt fefti- 
vity and entertainment) he fent meffengets to him, 
requefting that, in confideration of the many civi- 

i lities he had fhewn him, he would be pleafed tofend 
te fome provifions for the fupport of his army. Nabal 
fiions received the meflengers in a very abrupt manner; 
tisar- and, with fome opprobrious refleétions on David 
ime’ himfelf, dent them away empty. This treatment fo 
tse. xaf{perated David, thar, in the heat of , his-refent- 
i. ment, he vowed he would deéftroy all Nabal’s fa-. 


thing in future to the-injury of David) he headed ?vi4- 

ooo men; and, marching with all expedition again{t 
him, pitched. his tents on the mountains of Hachi. - 
lah. : 5 . 

_ David having réceivéd intelligence where Saul’s 
ariny Jay encamped, went firft privately himfeif to 
reconnoitre it. On the evening of the fame day he 
went again, taking with him his nephew, Abifhai, 
and Ahimelech, the Hittite; who, on their arrival 
atthe camp, found.Saul in his tent,-with his ge- 





| mily before the next morning. But he was pre- i E 
i : 5 tige : o a vee PIS neral Abner, and the guards about him, all faft’. , 
a eons his defen Dye oF Abi- |}! afleep. Abifhai, {eeing the king in. his bed, and Puvid sr: 
i gees - ane ae a (a. Seon of he 1h Moana) and, his {pear by him, would willingly having difpatched camp, white 
| ieee. pe mi Se Ine fo fed u ak » who, him ; but David reftrained his hands, faying, “‘ Fle is he ant ine 
Benes vie - ai of w ae a ao ied, eee the fol- God’s king, and therefore only accountable to him jie aileep, 
phus de. g pedient to divert David’s refentment a- for his miideeds. But, (fays he), that he may be 
: 

reed a eens of the emperor Arcadius his remains were they be underftood of fuch bottles as are now commonly in ufe 
' cies e mah ‘antinople, and (as St, Jerome informs us) with us: But, in thefe eaitern countries, they ufed to cany 
: and hoas oth by the clergy and laity, with a joy unfpeakable, and keep their wine and water in leathern veffels made on pure 
an eee almokt infinite. ; i z pofe to hold liquids, which veffels they called bortles. Such 
ne ee learned writer, in defcribing the charaéter were the bottles brought by the Gibeonites to Jofhua’s camp, 
of Samuel, fays, “* He was, indeed, while he lived, an which they faid were worn out, and torn, in their pretended long 
oeaent governor, and, through his whole adminiftration, journey, Sze Jofh. ix. 13. And of fuchas thofe icis nat 
ey ah vanikys corruption, or any private views. Thole .|] ‘unlikely Our Saviour fpeaks, Matth. ix. 173 where, in 
i fe at attend to his. life may obferve, that he was modeft with- the marginal note of our old Bible, dctsles are explained by 
: ;, Olt meannefs, mild without weaknefs, . firm without obtti- bags of jeather, wherein wine was carried on afles or camels, 
: nacy, and fevere without rafhnets.”” . And that two fuch veffels as thefe might hold a quantity of 
1 woe It will, at firit view, appear obvious that what is called wine proportionable to the refl of the prefent which Abigail 

vO erzies of wine could bear no proportion to the other parts tock with her, is not to be difputed. . 





2 «ce 
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i of the prefent, nor anfwer the exigencies of David’s army, if 
convinced 
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David re- 
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lickly ac- 
knowledges 
the cle- 
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David, 


1Sam.xxvii. 
David goes 
to Achith, 
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new their 
howilities. 


- incurfions incothe territories of the Amalekites, and 
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** convinced how much he was in may power, I will 
** take with me his fpear, and the pitcher of water 
** trom his bed-fide.” Having done this they im- 
mediately left the tent; and when David had got 
at fuch a diftance as to be diftinétly heard, he called 
aloud unto. Abner, who, waking, and defiring to 
know who was the perfon that called, was anfwered, 
** It is David, the ion of Jeffe:” after which hethus 
ironically upbraided Abner: “* Are not you (faid 
“¢ he) a very proper perfon to be the favourite of a 
Great prince, the general of his army, and the 
protector. of his royal perfon; and, under all 
thefe obligations, to lie ftretching yourfelf at 
eafe, when your maiter’s life is in danger? Can 
you tell what is become of the king’s ipear, and 
the pitcher of water that were this night taken by 
the enemy out of his tent, and:from his very bed- 
fide, without you or your guards: knowing any 
thing of the matter? Whether this arofe from 
neglect or treachery is immaterial; for which 
ever itwas,. thou deferveft death.” ; 
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Saul, hearing the voice of David, came out of his 
tent, and underftanding the great danger he had 
been in, and that his life, was in the hands of the 
very perfon he .meant to deftroy, he was fo fenfible 
of the goodnefs of David, that he gave him public’ 
thanks for his life. He accufed himfelf of cruelty, 
applauded. David’s generofity, confeffed his guilt, 
and promifed, for the future, never to make any 
farther attempts on his life. 


When Saul had done fpeaking, David defired 
him to fend fome perfon for his {pear and the pitcher 
of water; after which he called upon God to judge 
betwixt them, and to bear. him witnefs, that, when 
he took them from Saul’s bed-fide, he could with as_ 
much eafe have deprived ‘him of his exiftence. 


» Saul now returned home with his army’; foon 
after which David, ‘knowing the inftability of his 
temper, and how impoffible it was for him to live in 
fatety while he continued_in his dominions, deter- 
mined to go over to the Philiftines.” Accordingly, 
having obtained from Achifh, king of Gath, a fafe 
conduct for himfelf and men, he lived for fome time 
inthe royal city; but not liking his accommoda- 
tion, and growing more and more in favour of 
Achifh, he obtained from him a town called Zig- 
Jag, which the king gave to him and his heirs for 
ever. 


During, David’s ftay at. Ziglag (a) he made feveral 


other nations, from whom hetook very confiderable 
booties; but was cautious in not detaining any pri- 
foner, left it might be known by Achifh from whom 
he had obtained the plunder. He made great pre- 
fents to the king, who afked him from whence he had 
obtained them; to which David replied, -from the 
foutherly parts of Judah. This gave great fatis- 
faction to Achith, who.imagined, that whilft Da- 
vid abode in his territories, and continued to com- 
mit hoftilities againit his own nation, he would be- 
come his mott trufty and faithful fervant. 


CHAP. XV. 


The Philiftines make war againft the Ifraelites. Saul 
confults the Witch of Endor. David follows the 
camp of the Philiftines, and, in bis abfence, the Ama- 
lekites deftroy Ziglag. He marches againft them, and 
obtaining a defeat, recovers the fpoils they had taken. 
Saul engages the army of the Philiftines, is defeated, 
and bis three fons flain ; upon which he puts a period 
to bis own exiffence. : : 


oe Philiftines having determined to lead an 
army againft the Ifraelites, they  difpatched 
meflengers to all their allies and auxiliaries, to pre- 





(a) Ziglag was fituated in the extreme parts of the tribe of 
Judah to the fouth, not far from Hormar, where the Itraelites 
met with a defeat while they fojonrned in the wildernefs. In 
the divifion of the Iand of Canaan it was firft given to the tribe 
of Judah, (oth. xv. 31. and afterwards tothe tribe of Simeon. 
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’ neral meeting of the army. In coniequence of this 


- had taken away the kingdom from his family, and 
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pare themfelves on the occafion, and to aflemble ff 
torthwith at Shunem, the-place defigned for the ge- 


refolution Achifh acquainted David with his inten- 
tions of taking him and his men with him to affift 
him again{t the Tfraelites. This declaration was far Du 
from-being difpleafing to David, who an{wered, he #2 
was ready to perform the duty he owed him; and ax 
farther faid, he hoped the time was now come when 4%4 

he fhould be able, in fome meafure, to make a: re- ; 
turn for the great fervices he had received at his 
hands. To which Achifh replied, ‘* If we fucceed 
‘© in this battle, I promife to‘inveft thee with al] the 
‘© honours it is in my power to beftow.”. a 


_ Saul, having received intelligence that the Phi- 
liftines were advanced as far as Shunem, and had 
encamped on the plain there, marched with his forces 
againft them, and pitched his tents near the moun- - 
tain of Gilboa, direétly oppofite the camp of the 
enemy. Having in this place a full view of the 
army of the Philiftines, and finding them much 
miore numerous, and in better order'than ‘his’ own, '# 
Saul began to defpair of fuccefs; but his heart quite Suciinlh 
mifgave him, when he found, on application to yr 
God, that he would not be confulted by"him, nor peixit 
give him any inftruétions in what manner to ag. ott § 
Some time before this Saul had banifhed all di- , «sh 
viners, and fuch’as dealt with familiar fpiries, out adi B 
of the nation ; but being now in the’ utmoft per- Solid 
plexity,. he was refolved to confult fome perfon of ne 
this profeffion, in order to know what would be the ; 
iffue of. the war. . At a place called Endor, about 
three leagues from Mount Gilboa, he was told there 
lived a witch, or forcerefs; upon which, difguifing 
himfelf,. and taking but two fervants with him to 
avoid fufpicion, he went to the woman..by night, 
and defired her to ufe her {kill in calling upon the 
ghoft of fuch a perfon as he fhouldname. The wo- 1" 
man at firft.refufed, faying, if it was known, fhe och 
fhould’be infallibly ruined.” But Saul affuring her, tall Fl 
with the moft bitter imprecations,.that no mortal ‘?* § 
fhould ever know a fyllable that paffed between § 


Trnperoa 
t 


Samui 
them, fhe at length confented: upon which Saul - 
defired her to raife up the ghoft of Samuel; and, on 
her complying with his requeft, a phantom immedi- 
ately appeared. From this fpectre the woman learnt tapsk 
it was Saul who had employed her: and Saul, when f 
he fawit, knowing it to be the figure of Samuel, 
bowed his face to the ground. The apparition fpoke 
firft, and’ demanded of Saul the reafon why he 
had _raifed him from the dead. Saul replied, that 
the Philiftines, witha powerful army, had invaded 
him, and that, in his diftrefs, God had forfaken him, 
and would give no anfwer which ever way he con- i: 
fulted him. The fpirit anfwered, that, for his difo- apse 
bedience in not deftroying the Amalekites, God ‘si: } 
given it to David ; and that, as to the fate of the 
war, the Philiftines, the next day, fhould rout his 
army, and he and his fons fall in rhe battle. 


Saul was fo affected at this information, that his susf 
fpirits left him ;_ he fainted, ‘and fell to the ground. into: § 
He was, indeed, at this time exceeding wealc in %** § 
body, not having taken any refrefhment for a con- 
fiderable time. When he had a little recovered him- 
feif, the woman entreated him to tafte fome kind of Thee 
fuftenance, faying, fhe defired no other reward for ; 
the danger in which fhe had placed herfelf, than 
the opportunity of enabling him to return to his 
army. After many importunities Saul was at length inti 
prevailed on to accept the woman’s offer; upon 
which fhe immediately killed a young calf (the only 
companion of her folitary life) and having properly 
prepared the flefh, fet it before Saul and his atten- 
dants, who, after eating thereof, recurned that night 








Joth. xix. 5. But the Philiftines feem all along to have kept’ 
pofieftion ; fo that it never came into the hands of either tribe, 
till, by the gift of Achifh, it hecame the peculiar inheritance 
of David and his fucceffors, 
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It is but juftice due to this poor woman, that we 
fhould here cake fome notice of her diftinguifhed li- 
beraliry towards Saul. She. had been greatly in- 
jured by the king, in being reftrained from the prac- 
tice of that art whereby fhe comfortably maintained - 
herfelf and family. He came to heras amere {tranger, 
and requefted her advice ‘by methods himfelf had 
prohibited; when, notwithitanding the danger fhe 
was in, fhe complied with his requeft. She likewife 
treated him in the moft hofpitable manner her circum- 
itances would permit, and all this without the leaft 
expectation-of any future reward; for fhe knew that 
Saul was on the point of lofing both his kingdom 
and life. Such generous conduct finely dilplays to. 
us the honour and humanity of relieving the dif- 
trefled ; and we may be affured that a fincere and un- . 
affected charity is a virtue of all others the moft ac- 
ceptable in the fight of God. __. ee 

Some encomiums are likewife due to Saul on this 
scomum occafion. He.was certain: he fhould ‘die in the com-. 
upon Saul. bat, having been told fo by the prophet; notwith- 
ftanding which he was determined to fubmit to his 
fate, and not fave himfelf at the expence of his peo- 
ple. He efteemed it a glory to dié fighting for thé 
defence of his Zovernment; and rather to have his 
fons, and his: whole family, fhare with him in the 
confliét, than be left at the difpofal. of: the perfon 
who fhould fucceed him. Such conduct dignifies 
the man and the prince, and ought to bean example 
_toall elevated characters.’ The man who hazards his 
life in the common courfe of war, ats between hope 
and fear, and, by favourable circumftances, may ef- 
cape; but the great foul is placed in him, who, 
when he knows he muft unavoidably perifh, boldly 
meets his deftruction, and encounters his fate, with- 
out the leaft hope of being able to furmountit. This 
character is juftly due to Saul; and his conduét fhould 

bean example to all future princes, in whom either a 
mediocrity of courage or virtue, is a kind of re- 
poset: ut I leave this digreffion, and refume the 
hiftory. 
mxsix, The Philiftines having gathered their troops toge- © 
pe levers cher from all quarters, according to their diftribu- 
ittines ob tion into tribes, kingdoms, and governments, Achifh, 
giccto Pa the king of Gath, with his men, after the reft, and 
ices David, with his litle army, after Achifh, fome of 
the Philiftinecommanders obférving there were many 
Ifraelites among them, afked, who they were, from 
whence they came, and who brought them thither? 
Tothis queftion Achifh replied, .that the young 
man (pointing to David) was one of Saul’s fervants, 
but thar having incurred his difpleafure, he was 
obliged to have recourfe to flight. ‘* He came to 
c me (fays Achifh) and folicited protection for him- 
a felf and his People. I received him, and provided 
for him; and he has promifed, on this occafion, 
“to ufe his utinoft efforts in affitting us againft the 
“* Ifraclites, as an acknowledgement for the fervices 
“* he has received at my hands.” , 

When the Philiftines knew who David was, they 
ftrongly objected againft accepting his affiftance,. 
faying it was certainly dangerous to place the leaft 
confidence in a perfon belonging to their profefled 
enemies. They therefore infitted that he fhould be 
difmified,; upon which Achifh, calling David afide, 
: told him the defire of the people, which being far 
David teavee {tom difagreeable to David, he immiediately lett the 
#e vamp of CaMp, and departed, with his men, for Ziglag. 
fc ~~ David, in the courfe of his march, was joined by 
Be vv, feveral of the tribe of Manaffeh, fo that “his army 
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(a) Thefe Amalekites appear to have been clans of Rraggling 
free-boorers, who rambled from place to place, and, like the 
Arabians, were common enemies to mankind, Jt may feem 
itrange, that David, having killed all he could meet with in one 
of his excurfions againft them whilft at Ziglag, they fhould not 
have ferved his people in the fame manner. But, though they 
fought revenge, yet they gave the preference to booty. Being 
@ poor and covetous people, they {pared not the men and wo- 
men from compaffion, but avarice; becaufe they wanted flaves 
either for their own ufe, orto fell to ozhers. The gracious in-~ 
terpolition of Providence is very confpicuous in this event; for, 
doubtlefs, itis moft extraordinary that the captives fhould have 
been thus {pared, to be recovered afterwards, fafe and unhurt, 
out of the hands of a people fo abandoned and execrable as the 
Amalekites, 

(4) The number of Amalekites that fled were equal to all 
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became confiderably augmented. This, indeed, was 

a favourable circumftance;, for when he came, to 

Ziglag, he found thatthe (a} Amalekites had, during 

his abfence, pillaged and burnt the place, carried 

away his two wives, and all the inhabirants: but 

what added to this misfortune was, the foldiers ac- 

cufed him of -being the occalionof it. . 

In confequence of this difatter, David confulted 
Abiathar, the prieft, whether, if he went againft the 
Amalekites, he fhould prove fuccefsful, ‘and recover ,, ., 
the {poils they hadtaken? ‘The high prieft bid him Bee 
follow them, and profper. On this encouragement the high 
David, leaving two hundred of his men to take care pret to pur- 
of the baggage, marched the reft againft the enemy. {e." “8 
Having gained intelligence which way they took, 
he foon came up with them, and found them fo in- 
toxicated in confequence of the fpoil they had taken, 
as to be totally infenfible. He took advantage of 
this favourable opportunity, and immediately fal]- Virauihes 
ing on them, put the greater part to the fword, a dreadiul 
very few only faving themfelves by flight (4). We carnage. 
then gathered together the people whom they had 
made captives, and, with the {fpoils they had jot only 
taken from him, but from others, in their expedi- 
tion, returned cto Ziglag. 

The iffue of this battle occafioned a difpute be- 
tween the foldiers who were left as guards over the 
baggage, and thofe who attended David, the latter 
not agreeing to allow any part of the booty to the 
former, except their wives and children. — After 
fome altercation the difpute was fettled by David, 
whotold them, the victory was God’s, and being a pavia ade 
bleffing in the common caufe, it was but reafonable juts we 
that the whole body fhould partake of the benefits; mer 
for that thofe who guarded the camp and baggage, 

did equally their duty as thofe’ who attended _ tn the 

field. From this circumftance David eftablifhed it 

as a law, (which has ever fince been in force,) that an equatity 
whatever plunder fhould be obtained in war, an of divifion 
equal divifion thercof fhould be made, as well among ques ingo a 
thofe who were ordered to guard the camp, as thofe *’ 

who were prefent in the battle. cine 

During thefe tranfactions a defperate engagement it 
took place between the two armies of the Philiftines A defperate 
and the Ifraelites. The former were fo powerful sns:gement 
that the latter were obliged to give way, and they “* 
maintained a running fight till they came to Mount 
Gilboa, when, taking advantage of the ground, they 
attempted again to rally, but with as little fuccets as 
before. Saul and his fons did all that was poffible 
for brave mento do; but the Philiftines aiming sau’s fone 
wholly at them, in a fhort time overpowered then) are tain ia 
with numbers; fo that Jonathan, with two of his the +s: 
brothers, Abinadab and Melchifhua, were killed on 
ie {pot, and the whole army thrown into confu- 

: : 


Recovers 
the fpoils 
they had tas 
ken, 


A difpute 
anifes con- 
cerning the 
partition of 
the booty, 


on. 
Saul -defended himfelf, for a time, with unparal- 
leled refolution: but the fmall party that remained 
with him being at length entirely broken, and the 
enemies archers preffing hard, he found himfelf fo 
weakened from the wounds and lofs of blood, thar, 
to prevent falling into the hands of the Philiftines, 
and being infulted by them, he begged of his ar- 
mour-bearer to difpatch him. The man refufed to 
perform the,office; upon which Saul fixed the point 
of his fword_ to his breaft, and leant on it; but not 
being able, from weaknefs, to finifh what he had be- 
gan, he requefted the affiftance of a young man, an 
Amalekite, who ftood near him. The young man 
readily complied, the {word penetrated to the heart 


Saul leans 
upon his 
own fword, 
and, by the 
afliftance of 
an Amiale+ 
kite, puts 2 
period to his 
exittence, 





David’s forces ; and out of felf-prefervation he was obliged to 
put as many of them to the fword as he could, to prevent being 
furrounded and deftroyed by fo fuperior a number. A partial 
victory, inftead of being any fervice to him, would have rather 
turned out to his difadvantage, becaufe the ftraggling parties 
might have united, and watched an opportunity of retrieving 
their defeat by a fecond attack. Befides, it was unknown to 
David, nor can it be unknown to every attentive reader, that 
the Amalekites were fuch inveterate enemies to the Hraclites, 
and fo reftiefs atthe fame time, that they would have lof no op- 
portunity of wiping off their difgrace, or endangering the very 
being of the Ifraelitith nation. It is to be obferved, latily, that 
David in this cafe, not only acted with great prudence, in pura 
fuing his victory, and endeavouring to extirpate the Amalekites, 
but alfo manifeited his duty to God, wha had condemned them 
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of Saul, and he fell, and died; after which the Ame-' 


Iekite took the golden bracelets from his arms, and 
the royal crown from his head, and fled away, When 
the armour-béarer faw his mafter dead, he defperately 
followed his example, and, in the fame manner, put 
a period to his exiftence. There was not a fingle 
perfon of the king’s guards that efcaped; the whole 
number, without diftinétion either of age or, fex, 
being put to the {word. ; seid age, os 
No jooner did the Hebrews, who refided in the val- 
ley beyond Jordan, as alfo thofe who inhabited the 
cities inthe plain, hear of. the death of Saul and his 
fons, with the “deftruction of the army,:than they 
immediately withdréw themfelves to faitneffes and 
ftrone holds; while the Philiftines, in the-mean time, 
quietly made themfelves matters of the places they 
had quitted. us ; : 


Karly the next morning the Philiftines went into | 


the field of battle, to take a-view of the general ‘car- 
nage, when finding the bodies of Saul and his fons 
among the flain; they {tripped them of their armour, 
cut off their hedds, 4nd fent expreffes to every place 





(a) But while we confider the ‘obftinacy and-fate of Saul, 
who can avoid dropping a tear over the faithful, the amiable 
Jonathan? There-are few characters among men more lovely, or 
more extraordinary. He was poffefled of fortitude, fidelity and 
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of their victory. They fent their armour to the tem- 
ple of Afhraroth, and their bodies they hung on gib- 
bets againft the walls of Bethfhan. ~ 
This barbarous outrage committed on the bodies 
of Saul and his fons, coming to the ears of the peo- 


- ple of Jabefh-gilead (who retained a grateful fenfe - 


of thedfervices Saul had done them) they fent a party 

of their beit foldiers by night, who ee down their 
bodies and brought them-to Jabeth, where they firft 

burnt their flefh, and afterwards honourably - interred 

the bones and athes. in,a grove near the.city. The Zh im, 
people mourned, .on this occafion, feven. fucceffive. yang“, 
days; during’ which time men, women, and chil- tifyar.’ 
dren, kept a itrict faft, and continued to exprefs their. e* forty 
grief by the gréateft lamentations... Mo dene doe 
- Such was theend.of Saul, according to the. pro-. king suis 
phecy of Samuel, (4) for his having difobeyed God 

in not deftroying the race of the Amalekites, and for 
putting Ahimelech, and his whole family, ‘to - the’ 
fword. He ruled forty years; eighteen of which 

were during the life of Samuel, :and twenty-two.af- 

ter his.deceafe. . A. Lah 





magnanimity.: 


no 


He had a: foyl fafceptible of the mof ‘refined 


. friendhhip,, and-fuperior to all the temptations of ambition, and. 
. Vanity; and all. chefe good qualities were crowned with the.mok 
. refigned fubmiffion to the will of God. . eee 
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es CHAP. I. 


David laments the deaths of Saul and Fonathan. Is 
appointed to the Vande by the tribe of Fudab, 
it oppofed by Abner, the late king’s general, who 
proclaimeth I[bbifbeth, the only remaining fon of faul, 
fucceffor to the throne. Abner marches againft the 
“army of David, and is defeated by Joab, his general. 
F He “goes over to David, and is barbaroufly murdered 
o /y Yoab. “David laments bis death, and pays the 
creates re[pece to bis funeral obfequies. 


perp HE battle between the army of the Philif- 
"3 tines and that of the Ifraelites happened on 
the very fame day that David returned to 

Ziglag, after defeating the Amalekites. 

In the morning of the third day after this, the 
man who had flain Saul, having efcaped_ out of the 
battle, came to Ziglag, and, with his cloathsrent, and 
afhes on his head, threw himfelf proftrate on the 
giound before David. Being afked from whence he 
came, and why he appeared fo mournful, he an- 
fwered, that he was an Amalekite, and came to in- 
torm him of the event of the battle between the 
Hebrews and Philiftines. That the king and his 
fons were flain, and the greateft part of the army 
4 fhared the fame fate. He told him, that what he faid 
at might be depended on, for that he was a fpectator 
ee ot the whole fcene. ‘That he ftood by, Saul when he 
1 attempted to ftab himielf, bur not having ftrength 
aoe enough, from the many wounds he had received, 
ia to force the point of his fword through his body, 
“ns atter he had Jeant upon it, he begged him to finifh 
Sauceats, What himfelf was unable to perform, .and that_he 
.. Teadily obeyed the royal command. ‘To confirm 
what he had related, he produced the golden brace- 
lets and crown of Saul, and told David he took them 
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(a) The city of Hebron food in the midft of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, and being the metrepolis of the whole tribe, ir was very 
commedious for David's rendence at this junéture; ferhe could 
hor be infenfible that the determination of the people of that me- 
wt tropol's in his faveur, would be of che createlt weight co influ- 
4 nee the whele cribs. >: % 





AN T IQ 














FLAVIUVUS fOSEPHUS 


HE 


UITIES 


HE 


W _ S.:. 





B OO K_ VIL 


[Including a Period of about Forty-One Years.] 





away, after Saul was dead, with no other defign than 
to make a prefent of them to him. 

David, being convinced of the truth of this rela- 
tion, rent his cloaths, and_fpent the whole day in pgijat, 
tafting and lamentation. He was particularly af- mentSaul's 
flied for the lofs of Jonathan, who had more than death, but 
once been the preferver of his life. And fuch re- yyy. 
fpect did he ftill fhew to the memory of Saul, not- nathan. 
withftanding the repeated attempts he had made 
to take away his life, that, inftead of rewarding the 
man for the prefents he brought, he ordered him to David gives 


is 4 - ders tc 
be put to death, not only as an enemy, but a pro~ Qeciting 
feffed regicide. ; the Aima~ 


When David had preformed his laft duties to the Ickiteasa 
memory of Saul and his fons, and the time of mourn. *#<- 
ing was expired, he confulted God, by the pro- 
phet, which of the cities of Judah fhould be al- 
lotted for his habitation. Being anfwered, the city Refides at 
of Hebron (a), he immediately left Ziglag, and re- Jeetons ang 
moved hither with his family and forces ; toon alter unanimout’ 
which the princes of Judah came to Hebron to con- !y by the 
gratulate him on his return to his native country, P°°?!* 
and ina full affembly, convened for the purpote, 
elected him their king. i 

By this time David had been_informed of the 
Zenerous conduct of the people of Jabefh-gilead, in 
refcuing the bodies of Saul and his ions, and giving 
them honourable interment. He was fo pleated with 
this information, that he fent mefltngcrs to thank 
them for what they had done, and to affure them 
that they mighrever depend on _his fayour and pro- 
tection. He likewife defired the meflengers to in- 
form them, that he had been chofen, by the tribe of 
Judah, as fucceffor to the fovercignty. 

While the princes of Judah were interefting them- aener sels 
felves in behalf of David, Abner, the lare king’s eae 
uncle, and general of the army, fet up (2) Ifhbofherh, king of at 

; : hee 
2 Sam, ii, 





(4) Unbofheth was forty years of age at the time he was 
elected king. He reigned (properly {peaking) only two years, 
though feven years and a half etapfed before David (who reflided 
all the time at Hebron) was made king by the general voice of 
the people. As lihb.fheth wasa very weak and inaétive prince, 
when the war breice out with Judah, Abner touk the govern- 

ment 
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‘the only remaining fon of Saul, as fucceffor to the 
throne. He appointed Mahanaim (a), on the other 
fide of Jordan, as the place of his refidence; and, by 
his great intereft and-authority, Ifhbofheth was re~ 
cognized king by all the tribes, except that of Judah. 
Abner com- Abner was fo incenfed againft the tribe of Judah 
amenees HO for choofing David their king, that he determined to 
againtthe make war again{ft them, and accordingly difpatched 
tribe of Ju- a body of the beft men he could felect fron his whole 
sthe army for that purpofe. In the mean time Joab (the 
joabsas © BeNEral of David's forces) hearing that Abner was 
comaander On his way, marched from Hebron with his army 


ofPavid’s againft him, taking with him his two brothers, 
ports him. Abifhai and Afahel. When the two armies came 


near each other, and were drawn up in order of bat- 
‘Twelve men tle, Abner propofed that the conteft fhould be de- 
feledted termined by twenty-four men, twelve to be chofen 
fromeacht  outofeacharmy. ‘This propofition being agreed to, 


army to de~ : 4 
vtbecon- the men were felected and engaged, when their fill 





tet, who was fo equal on both fides, that every man killed his 
fayeach.  antagoniit, and che wholetwenty-four lay dead on the 
: fpot. In confequence of this a general engagement 
commenced between the two armies, which, tor fome 

Abner’s are time, was exceeding defperace on both fides; bucat 





length Abner was totally routed, and put to flight. 
Joab, and his two brothers, purfued the fugitives; and 
Afahel, the younger brother of Joab, being much 
more active than the reft, got greatly a-head, and 
fue by «Made the belt of his way after Abner. As loon as 
Afahel, Jo. he came up with him, Abner, who knew him, beg- 
ab's younger ged he would defift, and not attempt to attack him, 
brother. “3s he fhould be very unwilling, by defending, him- 

felf, torob him of his exiltence. Atahel paid no 

attention to this remonftrance, but, ambitious of 

taking a general priloner, made a ftroke at Abner, 
Strikes Afae who, with his fpear, gave hima wound, of which he 
heldeadin” immediately died. fe 


the puctuit. 

; When the victorious army came to the fpot where 
the body of Afahellay, they were fo fhocked at the 
fpectacle, that they immediately ceafed the purfuit. 
‘Abner availed himtelf of this opportunity to rally his 
{catered forces, and making a ftand on an advanced 

Abner calls round where he could not be attacked, he founded a 
with Joab, parley, and calling aloud to Joab, thus addrefied 
him: “* This outrageous animolity (fays he) has al- 
“© ready gone too far among people of the fame blood 
“Cand profeffion. As for your brother Afahel, I 
* begged him to delift, but he was fo obftinate in 
“* his determination, that I was reduced to the ne- 
. ** ceffiry of taking away his lite for the fecurity of 
“my ewn; fo that his death was owing to his own 
“* mifconduct.” Joab could not bue adimic the juft- 
Joab founds nefs of Abner’s argument, upon which he founded 
aretreat. a retreat, and the two armies feparated. Abnerim- 
mediately marched with his men to the palace of Ifh- 
bofheth, but Joab encamped on the ipot that night. 
"The next morning he took a view of the dead, and 
found, upon computation, that Abner had loft 
about 360 men, and himlelf nineteen, exclufive of 
Alahel, whole remains were carried, by Joab and 
Abifhai, to Bethlehem, and there interred in the 
tepulchre of their anceftors. After this ceremony 
they returned to Hebron, whither Davidhad arrived 
with his army. 


avi From this period a civil war continued between the 

eival war age seal A 5 = = 

amongd the families of Saul and David for fome years; during 

Hebrews, which time the forces of the latter, in moft rencoun- 
ters, had the advantage; and the intere(t of David 
increafed in thenation, as that of Ifhbofheth fenfibly 
declined. 


While David refided at Hebron he had fix fons, 
bornof as many wives 5 namely, Amnon, the fon of 
Ahinoam ; Chileab, the fon of Abigail; Abfalom, 
the fon of Maachah, the daughter of ‘lalmais, king of 
Gefhur;, Adonijah, the fon of Haggith, Shephattah, 
ve fon of Abital, and Ithream, the fon of Eg- 
ah, 


any routed. 


Me is pure 











ment upon himfelf; fo that the other five years and a half, which 
paffed before David afcended to the throne of Ifrael, is not 
reckoned as part of Ifhboftieth’s reign, becaufe he was only a 
nominal king, not having the leaft authority. 

(a) Mahanaim was a place belonging to the tribe of Gad, and 
had its name from the appearance of an holt of angels to Jacob, 
ashe wene with his family from Padan-aram, Gen. xxxii, 1. 
‘The reafons why Abner retreated hither in the beginning of [fh- 


‘ with him, and went to David, in order to ratify the i 
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“While the civil war lafted between. David and 
Ifhbofheth, Abner was the grand fupport of the lar. 
ter, and, by his prudence and intereft, the people were 
kept to obedience; but a circumitance at length 
occurred, which produced a fatal diffenfion to both 
parties. Abner had for fome time preferved a_fa- Abr, 
miliar intimacy with Rizpah, the daughter of Si- jy 
beth, one of Saul’s concubines. Intimation of this 
coming to the ears of Ifhbofheth, he feverely rebuked 
Abner tor hisconduct, who, thinking, himtelf treated ® 
with indignity, vowed no Jefs a revenge than con 
verting his intereft from Ifhbofheth to David. 

In confequence of this determination, Abner fent 
a commiffioner to Hebron, with full power to form 
a league with David, on the following fingle condi. 
tion: That from and after the time he fhould draw 
off the tribes from Ithbofheth, and place David upon 
the throne by the univerfal confent of the people, he 
fhould be received as his prime-minifter, and have 
the chief management (exclufive of himfelt) in all 
public affairs. . 

This propofition was very acceptable to David, nei. 
who, in return, requeited of Abner, as an carneft of cetswe 
their Future alliance, that he would reftore to him his i 
wife Michal, whom he had not only purchafed ties 
with the heads of fix hundred Philftines, bur alio beset 
at the moft-imminent danger and hazard of his 
own life. 


_ Thefe matters being reciprocally agreed to, Abner 4, 
immediately took Michal from Phaltt-(on whom fhe emai 
was beftowed by Saul with the privity and affiltance 
of Ifmbofheth) and fent her to David after which, jemi. 
calling together the elders and principal people, both 
civil and military, he thus addreffed them: * There Pr 
‘* was a time (fays he) when ye would willingly have in 
“* renounced your allegiance to Ifhbofheth, and gone 
** over to David: I was then againft it; but you are 
““ now at liberty to ufe your own difcretion. Iam 
“© fully convinced that, as God, by the prophet Sa- 
*“muel, hath anointed and confticuted him king 
“ over all the Hebrews, and hath foretold that he 
© fhould be the fcourge of the Philittines, and fhall 
“*fubdue and bring them under his obedience, fo 
** fhall he aftually obtain the fovereignty over all 
“* Tfrael.?? When the elders, and the officers of the 
army, found the fentiments of Abner correfponded 
with thofe they had themfelves entertained, they 
unanimoufly agreed with him in opinion, and from 
that time acted openly in favour of David. 


Abner, having thus far proved fuccefsful, fum- 
moned together the tribe of Benjamin, which in- 
cluded the guards of Ifhbofheth, to whom he ad- ands 
dreffed himielf in‘the fame manner as he had done thes 
to the elders and officers. Thefe likewile he found 2" 
condefcending, and ready to favour his defign; upon : 
which, feleéting twenty of the choiceft, he took them “4* 
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treaty that had been agreed on between them. David 
received Abner and his company with the greateft 
affection, and entertained them, for fome days, in the 
moft fumptuous manner; at the expiration of which 
Abner defired to be difmiffed for the prefent, that 
he might go and bring the army and people to 
Hebron, in order to make good what he had under- 
taken, by publicly delivering up the government 
into his hands. 


Abner had_hardly quitted the gates of the city, 
when he met Joab, David’s general, to whom he re- 
lated the particulars of all that had paffed relative to 
the treaty of alliance between himand David. Joab, 
at this information, was immediately {truck with an 
outrageous fit of jealoufy, thinking, from the great 
ambition of Abner, he would intallibly fupplant 
him in his mafter’s efteem. He therefore hattened LO Des 
David with all expedition, and remonftrated with 
him on the impropriety of his conduct in liftening te 
any terms propofed by Abner, whom, he inid, was 














bofheth’s reign were, that he might fecttre the people on that fide 
the Jordan, efpecially the gallantinhabitants of Jabefh-gilead, 
who were firmly attached to the houfe of Saul; and, chiefly, that 
he might be at a greater diftance from David, have the new 
king more abfolutely under his command, and a better opper- 
tunity of recruiting his army among a people, who were not only 
very courageous by nature, burlikewile well affected to the cauie 
he had efponfed. 


1 ta 


ook VIE. 


to be confidered in no other light than a fpy, and 
whom he knew to be the protector and fupporter 
of his profefled enemy. ‘that what he had done 
was all a delufion, and that he was probably gone 
home to take advantage of his great and il) judged 
credulity. 


P 

David, not feeming to countenance the obferva- 
tions made by Joab, the latter (determined to feek 
revenge on Abner by Jome means or other) formed 
the relolution of effectually obtaining his wifhes by 
taking away his lite. He accordingly difpatched 
meffengers after Abner, in the name of David, re- 
queiting his immediate recurn, as fome things were 
omitted in his inftructions that were exceeding inv- 
portant. The meflengers overtook Abner ata place 
called Sirah, about twenty furlongs trom Hebron, 
and communicating their bufinels, he immediately 
returned. 





aeriy 


In the mean time Joab, attended only by his bro- 
ther Abifhai, planted himlelr ina private place with- 
out the gates of the city; and when Abner came to 
the fpot, he called him atide, telling him he had jome 
bufinels to relate to him of a private nature. Abner, 
not fufpecting any danger, complied with Joab’s re- 
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EH queit, when the latter, luddenly drawing his {word, 
Peckitioully {tabbed him to the heare. Thus was this brave man 





yshim.” taken off by the perfidy of Joab, who pretended he 


tapes 


ms did it in revenge for the death of his brother Afa- 
cl hel; but, in reality, it was te gratify his jealoufy and 
B revenge, for fear of being fupplanted in the king’s 
a favour. 

& When David was informed of Abner’s death, he 
e was fo affected, that he knew not how to contain 
BE 






himfelf. But, itretching out his hands, and lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, he jolemnly declared, in the 
prefence of all about him, that he was neither accef- 
fary co the murder, nor ncw any thing of it previ- 





‘David tae 


igients clic ous to its being perpetrated. He denounced the moft 
foe! heavy curfes on Joab and his family, wifhing they 
a might receive that punifhment due to fo enormous a 
a crime. Ele ordered all the army to march before 


o the bier of Abner, and, with tears and lamentations, 
with their clothes rent, and putting on fackcloth, 
to bewail his lofs, and to perform all funeral rites 
Decshimall co him in the moft folemn manner. He attended 
faversl bo~ himfelf as chief mourner ; and the example he fet in 
me expreffing his lamentations for the lofs of Abner, was 
followed by the whole body of the people. In fhort, 
fo affected was David at this melancholy circum- 
{tance, that, notwithftanding the earneft perfuafions 
of his friends, he could not be prevailed upon to 
take the leat refrefhment that day, fwearing, he 
would not tafte any thing till the fun was down. 
‘The feverity of this religious ftri€tnefs gained the 
univerfal affection of the people, who were fuffici- 
ently fatisfied that David was not only a total ftran- 
gerto the murder of Abner, but that he held him 
in thé higheft efteem. Befides this, it greatly en- 
hanced the charaéter and reputation of David, the 
people naturally imagining, that if any future cir- 
cumf{tance fhould arife of the like nature, he would 
fhew the fame refpeét to their memories as he had 
done to that of Abner. 








‘When the funeral ceremonies were over, David 
addreffed the multitude in a very pathetic harangue, 
gore, in which he firft pointed out to them his own parti- 
teem for CUlar unhappinefs in being deprived of a friend for 
fAbner in whom he had fo great a value; and then told them, 
elon that his lofs muit be fenfibly felt by the whole na- 
eer, Clon, fince he was not only a brave foldier, but a wife 
and prudent counfellor. “* But that God (fays he) 
who governs all things, will not let this murder pafs 
unrevenged. He is my witnels that my fituation 
will not permit me to do by Joab and Abifhaias they 
deterve, they having, probably, a greater intereft in 
the army than myfelt ; but I doubt not that, fooner 
or later, Divine juftice will find them out, and 
infliét on them that punifhment they merit for fo 
enormous a crime.” 


BDavsd telti- 





Thus did the great general Abner fall a facri- 


fice to the jealoufy and refentment of an inyeterate 
alain, ; 
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CHAP. I. 


The perfidious murder of Ippbofbeth avenged by David on 
the regicides. Le is univerfally recognized as king. 
Befieges and takes the city of Ferufalem. Joab fie- 
natizes bis bravery on the cccajiei. 





\ JHEN Ifhbofheth heard of the death of Abner 2 S.m. iv. 
he was greatly affliéted in his mind, not only 

on account of having loft a relation, bur the perion 

who had been the means of advancing him to the 

throne. Ele did not, however, long” furvive_ his 

triend, being foon after treacheroutly murdered by 

Baanah and Rechab, the fons of Rimnon. ‘Thele 

two perfons being Benjamites, and of the firft rank, 

thought if they put Lfhbofheth to death, it would be 

well received by David, and that, for their conduct, 

he would advance them to fome honourable employ- 

ment. Having refolved on carrying their defign into 

execution, they went into that apartment of the pa- 

Jace where Uhbotheth was accuitomed to repote him- 

telf during the heat of the day. ‘Vhere being no, 

guards about the place, and the Jervant appointed to 

watch the door abfent, they itole into the chamber, 

where finding [fibotheth alone, and falt afeep, they 

firft tabbed him, and then, cutting off his head, Meme 

hafted, with all expedition, to Lcbron, in order to ueshery, 

prefent it as frefh as poffible to David. “Chey made an his head 

not the leait doubt of being amply rewarded for this Betsy's © 

fingular atchievement: but they foon found them- : 

felves miftaken ; for when they prefented the head to 

David, he was Jo far from approving of what they 

had done, chat he expreffed huis detettation of foim- . . 

pious an aét in words to this cfieét: *¢ Ye balelt, of Mane 

** wretches, (Jays he,) immediately prepare your regicides in 

felves to receive the jutt reward of your horrid the feverett 

villainy. What! have ye fo foon forgotthe punifh- 

ment 1} inflicted on him who brought me the crown 

of gold belonging to Saul, after he had flain him, 

at his own delire, for fear of falling into the hands 

of his enemy! Do you imagine I am not the fame 

perfon now I was then? Orcan you fuppole me fo 

abandoned a wretch as to countenance the murder 

rou have committed on your matter, by taking off 

hie head in his own bedchamber ; the head of him 

who never did injury to any man, and who, in an 

efpecial manner, heaped his favours on you ? 

Wherefore I will avenge his death by taking away 

your lives, and avenge mylelf on you for cutting 

him off under _pretence of doing me fervice. Your 

entertaining fuch bale fentiments of me is the 

greateft injury you could have done to my honour 

and reputation.” Having faid this, he ordered Commands 

their hands and feet to be cut off, and their bodies jitidenh 

to be hung up in a public place, as a terror to all and the tu- 

regicides ; after which he ordered the head of Ifh- pert obfe- 

botheth to be honourably interred in the fepulchre ges 4f ie- 

of Abner. 


be honoura. 
bly perform 
As foon as the death of Ifhbofheth was generally ‘the heads 
known, all the tribes fent deputies to David, ac- ofthepeople 
knowledging his right to the sovereignty, and pro- Pesge" & 
mifing him their allegiance. David received them 2 Sam, v. 
with the greateft refpeét, and affured them, that_fo 
long as they continued obedient and dutiful fubjc€ts, 
they fhould not have reafon to repent having choien ,  , 
him as their king. He entertained the deputies for tiouny ene 
feveral days in the moft hofpitable and magnificent tertained. 
manner; after which he difmiffed them, with orders }#vit fum- 
to fummon the whole body of the people to repair faa at” 
immediately to his palace at Licbron. femnbly at 
ebtron. 
The deputies having obeyed thefe orders, and the shite 


different tribes being gathered together, the number | Chr. sl. 
in each appeared as tollows: 






Of the tribe of Judah, 6,800, armed with fhields 
and lances. Thefe had been of Saul’s party. 

Of the tribe of Simeon, 7,100. 

Of the tribe of Levi, 4,700, headed by Jchoida, 
their captain. With thefe was Zadock, the high- 
prieft, accompanied by twenty-two of his kindred, 
all captains. 

Of the tribe of Benjamin, 4,000, armed. This 
tribe was of opinion that fome of Saul’s family 
would faceted to the government. Be 

ay 
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Of the tribe of Ephraim, 20,800, all ftout and cou- 
rageous men. 

Of the half tribe of Menaffes, 18,000. 

Of the tribe of Iffachar, 20,000 armed, befides 2c0, 
who were {killed in foretelling future events. 

OF the tribe of Zebulon, 50,c00, all well armed. 

OF the tribe of Naphthali, 1000 commanders, 
armed with fhields and {pears, and attended by an 
innumerable multitude of their followers. 

OF the tribe of Dan, 27,000 choice men. 

Of the tribe of Afher, 40,000. 

OF the two tribes beyond Jordan, and the other 
half of the tribe of Menafles, 22,000, all armed with 
fhields, fpears, fwords and helmets. 

Hach of thefe tribes brought with them great quan- 
tities of corn, wine, and other provifions, which 
were re{pectfully received by David; and in the 
srelence of the whole multitude he was anointed 
king over all Hracl, after having reigned at Hebron, 
over the tribe of Judah only, for the fpace of feven 
years and fix months. : 

David, being now invefted with full regal power, 
and having a multitude of brave and gallant foldiers 
to attend ‘him, formed the refolution of making an 
expedition againft Jerufalem, which was at this time 
inhabited by the Jebufites, a people belonging to 
the race of the Canaanites. He accordingly marched 
with his army towards the place; and, when he came 
tothe caftle, or fort of Zion, which commanded the 
city, and was thought impregnable, he fummoned the 
inhabitants to furrender, But they were fo little in- 
timidated, that they bid defiance to him, and, by 
way of derifion, placed cn the walls great numbers 
of people, who were lame and infirm, faying, they 
wanted no other guard to protect them from juch an 
enemy. This inlult fo irritated David, that he re- 
folved immediately to attack the city, reafonably 
imagining, that if he made himfelf mafter of that, 
it would jo terrify thole in the caftle, that they would 
readily fubmit. Ie accordingly befieged the place 
with the flower of his army, and making a general 
aifault, foon entered the Lower Town. The Jebu- 
fires made all the refiftance they were able; but, by 
the intrepidity of David’s army, ey were foon over- 
powered, the greater part being killed on the fpot, 
and the reft obliged to fave themfelves by a precipi- 
tate Aight. Having thus made himfelf mafter of 
the lower city, he marched to the caftle; but the in- 
habitants being ftill refolute, and the place fo ftrong 
as to render the attack dangerous, he knew not, for 
fome time, how ro act; trl at length, in order to 
animate his men to undertake the arduous tafk, he 
caufed a proclamation to be made throughout the 
camp, that whoever firft mounted, the walls, and 
made good his itation, fhould be made captain-ge- 
neral of all his forces. This had the defired ef- 
fect, a general emulation immediately taking place 
among the people; but Joab, being more alert than 
the reft, got before all, and having afcended the 
tower, called aloud to David to fulfil his promife. 
‘The reft of the troops immediately following Joab, 
the befiezed foon gave way, and, in a fhort time, 
abandoned the place. After this, David expelled 
the Jebufites, enlarged the buildings of the Lower 
City, which he joined to the citadel, made it his 
place of refidence, and gave it the name of The City 
of David. He erected’ many fortifications in diffe- 
rent parts of it, furrounded the whole with a ftrong 
wall, and gave the command of it to Joab; who, in 
the mean time, repaired and entarged the upper city, 
tor the better accommodation of the people. From 
this time David kept his court at Jerufalem, 


OF 


CAP. Il. 
llivam, king of Tyre, courts the friendfpip and alliance 
of David. His wives and children. 


BOUT this time Iliram, king of Tyre, hearing 
c how profperous David was in all his affairs, fent 
ambaiiadors to congratulate him on his acceffion to 
the throne, and to join with him in a treaty of al- 
lance and triendfhip. He likewife fent hima prefent 
of cedar trees, with carpenters and other artificers, 
to aflitt him in erecting a royal palace at his new 
city. 
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The city of Jerufalem (which name David ex-: 
punged after fubduing the Jebufites) was called, in 
the days of Abraham, Solyma; and it_is imagined -Solymy, 
that Homer points at this city when he {peaks of the 
people of Solyma; that word, in the Hebrew lan- nan’ 
guage, fignifying a fortre/s, or place of defence. Fron: ‘ 
the time that Jofhua waged war with the inhabitants 
of Canaan, and, after fubduing them, divided their 
country among the Hebrews, the Jebufites ftill kept 
poffeffion of this city ; nor could they be driven out 
of it till. it was effeéted by David, which was an in- 
terval of no Jefs than 515 years. 

There was left amongit the Jebufites one Orphan, Osptan,: 
who was not flain atthe fiege of Jerufalem, at the Jebuis 
particular inftance of David, becauie of the good poi" 
will he bore the Hebrews in general, and the king 
in particular. So that is name is worthy of record. 

Soon after David had eftablifhed himfelf in his 
new city, he took to him feveral new wives, as alfo 
many concubines. By thefe he had_born to him 
eleven fons, named Amnon, Ellus, Ebas, Nathan, 
Solomon, Jebar, Elial, Phalna, Ennaphen, Jenas, 
and Eliphel; befides a daughter, named Thamar, 
who was fifterto Abfalom. The nine firft of the 
fons were by his lawful wives, but the two laft by 
concubines, 


CHAP. IV. 


David totally routs the Philiftines and their allies. Re- 
moves the ark sb Fees, Forms a defign of build- 
ing a temple, and acknowledges the Divine favour. 


JN the mean time the Philiftines, having heard of 
David’s increafing greatnefs, and fuppofing it a 
fure prefage of their own downfall, determined to. 
check his power as foon as poffible; to effect which The Pu: 
they raifed a confiderable army, and marching to- fins 
wards Jerufalem, encamped in a place called The /al- wads uv 
ley of the Giants, not far from the city. falem, 
David, not choofing to engage in any enterprize pwiter 
without firft confulting the Divine oracle, command. falsth, 
ed the high prieft to fignify to him the pleafure of h"*" 
the Almighty, and what iffue he would vouchfafe to 
give fhould he engage the Philiftines. Having re- reeevet 
ceived for anfwer that he fhould obtain the victory, «nou 
he immediately drew out his men, and marching with ™™ 
all expedition againft the enemy, fell on them fo 
fuddenly, that they were thrown into the greateft 
confufion, and, in a fhort time, totally routed. 
Great numbers were killed on the {pot, many others pe 
defperately wounded, and the remainder faved them- 
felves by flight. 


But the Philiftines were fo far from being intimi- 
dated at this overthrow, that, a fhort time after, 
they came again, with an army confifting of thrice pits 
the number they had before, having been joined by =‘, 
the Syrians, Phoenicians, and other warlike na- ‘ina. 
tions. On this occafion David again confulted the 
oracle, and received orders that “he fhould marclt pais 
with his army to a certain place, not far from the tte! 
enemy, called The Wood of Lamentation , from at 
whence he fhould not attempt to move, on_any 
account whatever, till he faw the branches of the 
trees move, without the blowing of the wind, That 
when this took place, he might fuppofe the time 
was come that Providence had allotted for his en- 
countering the enemy, and that he fhould immedi- 
ately leave the place and begin the attack. David 
ftriétly attended to thefe direétions, and, as foon as 
he difcovered the providential figns, immediately 
marched out with his army, fully affured the bufi- 
nefs he was about would prove fuccefsful. The Phi- Ds! 
liftines gave way at the firft onfet; when they found $y) 
themfelves clofely attacked, they betook themfelves js: 
to flight. David purfued them as far as Gaza, 2 ont, 
city on the extreme borders of their country, and kil- ™™ 
led great numbers in his way; after which he re- 
turned to their camp, took what valuables they 
had left behind, and deitroyed their idols. This 
defeat fo weakened the Philiftines that they did not 
attempt to attack the Ifraelites for many lucceeding 
years. 











The war with the Philiftines being now over, and +" 
all.things quiet, David thought it a very proper {ea- 
fon to-remove the ark of God (which, for lug 
ty 
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fifty years, had continued in the houfe of Abinadab, 
at Kirjath-jearim) to a place which he had prepared 
for itin his own city. For this purpofe, he affembled 
the elders and principal men of the ref{pective tribes, 
together with the priefts and Levites, and taking 
with him a {trong guard for the protection of the 
ark, in cafe any enemy fhould attempe to furprize 
them, went in grand proceffion to . injath-jearim. 
Having removed the ark out of Abinadab’s houte, 
inftcad of carrying it on mens fhoulders, they, in 
imitation of the Philittines, put it into a cart drawn 
by two oxen, and in this manner proceeded with it 
towards Jerufalem; the king going before it, and the 
multitude following atcer, flinging praifes_to God, 
and dancing to various tunes played on different in- 
dtruments, tuch as harps, plalteries, cornets, and 
cymbals: When they came to a place called Nea- 
chou’s Threfoing Flocr, the cart was near being over- 
turned; upon which Uzzah, one of the drivers, in 
order to fave the ark, put his hand upon it; for 
which prefumption (not being in holy orders) the 
Almighty was pleated to punifh him with inftanc 
death. This melancholy circumftance not only af- 
flicted David, but the whole multicude; and, as a 
memento, they_called the place ever after by the 
name of Perez-Uzzah, that is, the Breach of Uzzah. 

David was fo terrified at the fudden death which 
the Almighty had infli&ted on Uzzah, for touching 
the ark, that he was apprehenfive of meeting the 
like fate fhould he prefume to carry it to the place 
intended. Inftead, therefore, of proceeding towards 
the city, he curned out of the way, and went to the 

Reign: in- Houle of a righteous man, a Levite, named Obed- 
Pesttie houfe Edom, into whofe cuttody he lett the ark, where it 

ibi- remained for the ipace of three months. At the ex- 
a piration of this time, David, having heard of the 
great profperity that had accended Obed-Edom, fince 
the “ns had been in his poffeffion, was delivered from 
the fear he had conceived, and retumed his intentions 
of removing it to his own city, which he did in great 
form and jolemnity. It was borne on the thoulders 
of the priefts, whom David had caufed to be fancti- 
fied on the occafion: feven companies of finging- 
men went before it, and the king himfelf followed, 
dreffed in a linen ephod (2), dancing and playing on 
his harp. ‘he are being brought into the city, and 
properly fecured in the place allotted for it, David 
offered facrifices to God of confiderable value; after 
which he made a feait for the people, giving to each 

perfon a cake of bread, a flaggon of wine, and a 
piece of the facrifice. : 

When David returned home, he was met by his 
wife Michal (the daughter of the late king Saul) 
who, having feen him through a window dancing be- 
fore the ark, upbraided him for his condefcenfion, 

faying, fuch locuits were beneath the dignity of a 
king. In reply to this, David told her, that what 
he had done was in honour of that God who had 
chofen him to govern Hrael, in preference to her own 
father, and to all other men; and chat fuch conde- 
fcenfion would never bring him under any juft con- 
tempt. Michal had not any children by David; but 
the had five fons by her other hufband, towhom Saul, 
her father, gave her in marriage, after he had forci- 
bly taken her from David. 

. By this time the palace (which Hiram, king of 
Tyre, had furnifhed David with men and materials 
to build) was finifhed; and as he was reflecting on 
the meannefs of God’s habitation compared with his 
own, it came into his mind to build a temple for his 
religious worfhip, and to place in it the ark of 

- the Lord. He communicated his defign to the pro- 
& phet Nathan, who at firft approved OPE: but that 
night the word of the Lord came to Nathan (b) 
to this effect : “* Go and tell David I accept of 
* his good-will in being the firft propofer of erecting 
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(a) David laid afide his royal ornaments, and was girded 
witha fim ple ephod, which was ufed by thofe who were not priefts. 
His moving in certain folemn meafures, fuited to mafic of the 
fame charaéter and tendency, was highly to the purpofes of 
Piety ; and his mixing with the public feftivities of the people 
Was a condefcenfion not unbecoming the greateft m: narch. Po- 
Hey taught Auguftus to put himfelf on a level with his fubjedts 
in their public rejoicings ; piety taught David that all men were 
‘pon a level in the folemnities of religion. 
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** a temple to my fervices; but, as he has been en- 
** gaged in fo many wars, and has embrued his hands 
“* in the blood of his enemies, I will not permit him 
“© to,carry his defign into execution. ‘I'he care of 
“ this undertaking I fhall referve for his ion Solo- 
“mon, over whom I will beas a tender father, and 
** will continue the government in the linc of his ta- willis come 
“© mily; and, if he fhould be guilty of any tran{— municated 

“* greffions, I will not tocally rejeéE him as I did t David by 


2 c A , 1 JO the pro- 
- Saul, but only punifh him with peftilence and fa- phot Na« 
> 
mine. than, 


The prophet Nathan, having communicated thete 
tidings to David, he was fo rejoiced at the thoughts 
of the fucceffion being fecured to his polterity, “and * 
the honour of his family fo gracioufly provided tor, 
that he immediately repaired to the ark of God, and 
throwing himielf proitrate before it, addrefled his 
Divine benetactor to this effect : “ Bled be thy 
** name, for all the benelits and mercies thou hatt Pavid af 
“cc . . rps ety 
been pleafed to beitow.on thy fervant. Thou halt ane 
“© yailed me from the loweft fituation in life to the praile; to 
“© fummit of dignity and power. I blefs thee for all wee a 
this; tor thy continued providences to mytlelf, he mini 
and thy promifes to my potterity ; as alfo for thy !l tsour. 
multiplied deliverances and protections to thyown 
“ people.” After this he arofe, fang an hymn, and 
then departed. 


ce 
ce 
“e 


CHAP. V. 


David wages a fitccefsful war againft the Philipines and 
their confederates. 


AS the Almighty had thought proper to refufeDa- 

vid the privilege of building hima temple, and 
had referved that work for his fon Solomon, he 
thought it advifeable to employ his time in jubduing 
his enemies on every fide, that, when his fon came 
to undertake fo great an affair, he might mect with 
as little interruption as poffible. 

In contequence of thefe thoughts he immediately 
gathered together his forces, and refolved firlt to at- 
tack the Philiftines, who had twice invaded him foon 
after his acceffion to the throne. ‘he army beings 
prepared, he accordingly marched agrainft the enemy, 
took from them the greateft pare of their country, 
and added it to the pofleffions of his own people. He 
then marched againit the Moabites, whom he totally 
fubdued ; and having dettroyed two thirds of their 
army, took the reft captive, and rendered them tri- 
butary. Afterthis he turned his vi€torious arms on 
Adrazar, the fon of Arach, kingof Sophene, whom he 
defeated near the Kuphrates ; 20,000 foot, and 5000 
horte, falling in the a€tion. Of a thoufand chariots 
taken he referved but one hundred, ordering the rett 
to be confumed. 


CHAP. VI. 


David obtains a complete conqueft over Adad. Subdues 
the Idumaans. Formsan alhance with the king of Ila- 
mab. Is mindful of the friendfhip of ‘fonathan, the 
Sou of Saul. Wages war againft the Ammonites. 


& the mean time Adad, king of Syria and Da- z sam. vii, 
mafcus, having heard of the ill fuccefs of Adra- David de- 
| hi icular friend d all sched feats Adad, 
zar, who was his particular friend and ally, marche 
with a {trong body of forces to his affiftance. He 
joined Adrazar’s army near the river Euphrates,when 
a defperate battle enfued between his army and that 
of David, in which the former, contrary to his ex- 
ectations, was defeated, 22,000 of his men being 
illed on the fpot, and the remainder obliged to fave 
themfelves by a precipitate flight. s 
This king Adad is taken notice of by Nicholaus of pcconnt of 
Nichoiaus, 
the nitku- 


(4) Atwhat time this prophet began to appear in Ifracl we 
are not any where informed. He was a man of great prudence 
and fine addrefs, who knew how to mitigate the rigour of his 
reproofs with a great deal of fweetnefs and wifdom, which qui- 
lifed him fo well for the converfation of kings, and uther gieit 
perfons. He was equally efleemed and beloved by David ; and, 
in his conduét towards him, maintained a jult medium betwe.n 
an inflexible aufterity, anda fervile flatiery. 





Damafeus, 


The Divine 
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Damafcus, in the fifth book of his hiftory, who fays, 
“* A certain valiant man, named Adad, reigned over 
“¢ Damaicus and Syria, Phoenicia only excepted. 
“* ye having declared war againft David, jieveral 
“© vencounters took place between them, but at lait 
“* he was overcome at Kuphrates, behaving himfelf 
“* wich the refolution ox a brave prince anda great 
“© commander.” ‘Che fame writer, in fpeaking of 
the pofterity of Adad, fays, “© After his death his 
** poiteriry, for the fucceeding generations, pofleffed 
** che fovereignty, each, at the tume he became king, 
* raking upon him the name of Adad, as the kings of 
*¢ eeypt did that of Ptolemy. The third of thefe 
“* becoming very powerful, refolved to renew the 
“* war his tather had begun; upon which he made an 
“* inroad_ into Judea, and lacked the country now 
* called Samaria.” This account of Nicholaus is au- 
thentics; for this is that Adad who invaded Samaria, 
when Ahab reigned over Irael. f 
Duta have , avid, having reduced the Syrians, and made 
imwcane Himéelf mafter of that country, put garrifons into the 
quithed the fortified cities, and made the inhabitants tributary. 
enemys ob- F¥aying done this he returned home, loaded with 


tins an ime 


mente booty {polls and honours: but all the valuable articles, - 


fuch as gold, filver, and aparticular fort of brafs, 
which was more elteemed than gold, was the metal 
Solomon afterwards ufed in making fome of the vei- 
fels for rhe fervice of his temple. 

The fucceffles of David were enhanced by thofe 
which attended his deputies, fevera] of whom he dif- 
patched, with a proper number of forces, to engage 
the enemy in fuch parts as he had direéted. Among 
thefe was Abifhai, Joab’s brother, who being fent 
out with an army againit the Idumzeans, totally fub- 


The Me dued them, killing 18,000 on the pot, and making 
fubjected, the furvivors tributary to David. 


When Toi, the king of Hamah, heard of the great 

. victories obtained by David, he fent his fon Joram to 

Tike king of congratulate him on the occafion; and made him a 

fendstocon- CONMiderable preient of veffels of gold, filver, &c. 

gratulate (all which he dedicated to God) as an acknowledg- 

Pea ment for his having deftroyed the power of his moit 
inveterate enemies. : 

* Though David’s attention had been engaged inthe 
profecution of foreign wars, yet, at the fame time, 
he was not unmindtul of adminiltering juftice to his 
fubjects at home; for the effecting of which he had 

David's oF a certain number of very great men employed in the 
sersof tate. highelt offices of truft. Joab was captain-general ; 
Jehofaphat, keeper of the records; Abiathar, high- 
prieft; Sezaiah, fecrerary of ftate,; Benaiah, captain 
David's Of his guard; and his own fons, prime minifters of 
Kindnefs to his houfhold. To thefe David added one more, 
{epathan’s namely, Mephibofheth, the fon of .Jonathan, whom, 
. with great dificulty, he found out, by means of one 
KingNahat Ziba, who had for many years been a fervant to Saul. 
ties. gg Fie reltored to him all his grandfather’s eftates ; and 
teonzme. though he was a cripple (@), and lame of both his 
lute hisfon. feet, yet (from the great refpeét he had for his fa- 
ther) he entertained him with the moft diftinguifhed 
kindnefs, and ordered him to fit with his own fons at 

Misambat, the royal table. ; . . 
{alors ea «= ome time after this, David, hearing of the death 
treated with OF his good friend and ally Nahafh, king of the Am- 
ignominy. onites, fent his compliments of condolence to his 
fon and fucceffor Hanun: but the great men who 
were about the young king made him believe that 
the fole intent of David’s fending this embaily was, 
to {py out the weaknefs of the city, and in what plice 
it might be moit advantageoufly aflaulted. In con- 
jequcace of this, he ordered his ambaffadors to be 
half fhaved (4), and theircloathscut fhort even to the 





(«) Mephibofheth was very young at the time his father was 
flain at the battle of Gilboa; the news of which threw the nurfe 
into fuch conlteration, that, as fhe was endcavouring to make 
her cfeape with him, fhe let him fall, and he reccived fuch in- 
jury as to be lame ever after. 

(4) The wearing of long beards and garments was then (as 
it ttillis) the fathion of the ealt, where they were deemed badges 
of honour, and confequently, the cutting off, or curtailing of 
either, was confidcred as the greateftindignity, Nay, in fome 
places, the cutting off the beard was not only looked upon as a 
matter of the higheit reproach, but alfo of the fevereft punith- 
ment. Itwas the fame thing anciently among the Indians, 


i 


- oppreffed by the confederates. 
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wait; and with this ignominious appearance they 
were difmified. nae : . 

‘ David, fired with indignation at this treatment of pu. 
his ambaffadors as a violation of the law of nations, tains oe 
as well as hoipitality and honour, determined to af- tutu, 
fere his dignity, and avenge the infult he had him. ity 
felf through them received from their king. The sun, 
principal men amongit the Ammonites, confcions 
that fo flagrant a breach of friendship would excite 
the refentment of the king of Ifrael, no fooner heard 
of his determination, than they prepared for oppo- 
fition, and difpatched ambaffadors to Syrus, king of 
Melopotamia, as wellasthekingsof Zoba, Miaachah, Ti‘ 
and Ifhtob, who, for valuable confiderations, fur- an". 
nifhed them with a powerful armament. fie 


ful ths] 
CHAP. VIL. 


OF THE 


Joab’s villories over the Ammonites. The hiftory of Da- 
vid aud Bathfheba, the wife of one of his military of- 
Sicers. Abfalom takes away the life of Amnon for 
committing a rape on his own fifter. 


AVID, by no means intimidated by the pre- 25a: 
paration of the Ammonites in forming fuch 
powerful alliances, maintained his refolution, con- 
icious of the juftice of his caule, and depending 
therefore on the Divine aid and protection. He P¥!& 
3 a = 40 a bed 
appointed Joab commander of a felect body of forces, inn 
and difpatched him againft the enemy. He pitched th 
his camp near Rabbath, their metropolis ; whereupon * 
they came out, and fet themielves in array in two 
bodies, the auxiliaries being fixed_on the plains by 
themfelves, and the Ammonites before the port over- 
againft the Hebrews. Joab obferving the difpofi- 
tion of the enemy, as an expert general oppofed ftra- 
tagem to ftratagem, and {electing the choiceft men, 
prepared to head them, and charge the confederates; 
while he gave his brother Abifhai the command of 
the reft of the army, with orders to attack the Am- 
monites, and come to his relief, if he fhould find him 















Having exhorted his brother, and the troops under 
his command, to a conduct becoming their country 
and caufe, Joab began the action by an attack on 
the Syrians, who, forfome time, withftood him with 
great bravery, till, difmayed by the laughter around 
them, they betook themfelves to flight; and the Am- 
monites, obferving the confufion into which the con- 
federates were thrown, followed their example, and, 
with the utmoft precipitation, ran towards the city, 
before Abifhai’s detachment could come up with 
them. So that Joab returned to Jerufalem with ho- 
nour. 

This defeat, however, did not fupprefs the hoftile 
defigns of the Ammonites, who fent to Chalama, a TH 
king of the Syrians, beyond Euphrates, and hired of Si? 
him an army of auxiliaries. Shobach was his lieu- tect® 
tenant-general, and had command of 80,0cofoot and fa 

7000 horfe. When David received intelligence that (oyu: 
the Ammonites were fo powerfully reinforced, he vic. 
determined to take the command in perfon; fo that 
paffing the river Jordan with the whole army, he 
gave them battle, and routed them with great flaugh- 
ter. Forty thoufand foot, and feven thouiand of their 
horfe, fell in the aétion; and Shobach, the general of theNe 
the Syrians, received a wound which proved mortal. pouis 
The Mefopotamians, awed by this victory; fubmit- fui 
ted to the king of [frael, and gratified “him with Da# 
prefents by their ambaffadors. After this glorious 
enterprize, David returned in fafety to Jerufalem. 
As foon as the feafon would permit, he” fent Joab 





and is at this day among the Perfians. It was one of the mot 
difgraceful punifhments for cowardice in Sparta ; for'thofe who 
turned their backs in the day of battle, were obliged to appear 
abroad with one half of their beards fhaved, and the other half 
unfhaved. There were two reafons which caufed the caiterns 
of old, as well as at,prefent, to look upon the beard as venerable: 
in the firit place, they confidered it as a natural ornament de- 
figned to diltinguifh men from women; fecondiy, ir was the 
mark of a free man in oppofition to flaves; fo that, in every 
view, the infult of Haaun to the ambafladors of David was ca- 
pital. Ie was aviolation of the law of nature, of hofpitalitys 
and of the right of nations. 
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BOOK VII. 


» blecks againft the turbulent Ammonites, over-ran their 
the AM Country, laid it waite, drove them into their metro- 
mts Dolis, and blocked them up. 

While Joab was carrying on the fiege of Rabbah, 
David, thougha perion of great piety towards God, 
jultice with refpeét to man, and a itrict obferver of 


Sam, xi 


came guilty of a great fin and offence againtt his 
Divine Protector. “As he-was oné evening walking 
on the top of his palace, for the benefic of the air, 
he efpied a woman, of a moft exquifité fhape and 
beauty, bathing herfelf_in her garden. £ s 
ftruck with her appearance, that he’ made immediate 
enquiry who fhe was, and was informed that her name 
was Bathfheba, and chat fhé was the wife of Uriah, 
the Hittite, an officer of his army, who was then with 
Joab ac the fiege of Rabbah. In confequence of this 
intormation, he ordered her to be brought to the pa- 
lace, when her appearancefo-wrought on his paffions, 
that he took her that night to his bed, and the next 
morning difmiffed her. “A fhort time after, finding 
herlelf with child, fhe went to David, told-him her 
firuation, and withal defired him to confult her ho- 
nour and fafety, in devifing fome means whereby it 
might be concealed. Davic hereupon fent a mei- 
fenger to Joab, with ordérs for Uriah to come to 
him immediately, as he had fome bufinefs to relate to 
him of a very particular nature; ‘but his whole intent 
was, to give Uriah the opportunity of lying with his 
wife, that the child, when it was born, might be re- 
puted his. 
order; and after the king had afked him tomequeftions 
relativeto the fituation of the army, andthe ftate ofthe 
fiege, he ordered him to go home and refrefh himfelf 
after his journey, fending after him a handiome col- 
lation for his entertainment. . . is 


sales t ® Uriah, inftead of going home, as the king had or- 
Addie'so:- dered, Mept chat night in the guard-room; informa- 
ing, he refolved on another expedient to a¢complifh 
his wifhes. He invited him to fup that night at his 
own table, and prevailed with him to drink to fuch a 
pitch, that he did not doubt but the heat of the li- 
quor would fo inflame his defires as to make: him go 
home to his wife. This fcheme likewife failed; tor 
“Uriah flept in the fame, place he had done the. pre- 
i ceding night; upon which, the next morning, Da- 
Rratwah VIC afked him-how it came to pafs, that, after being 
into = {0 Jong away from his wife, inftead of going to her, 
amily. as moit men would do in his circumftances, he feem- 
to fhun her company? To this Uriah replied, ‘* Ido 
** not think it tair to indulge myfelf in the arms of 
** my wife, at a time when [ know. my general and 


* enemy’s country.” 


length hit upon’a project for taking away Uriah’s 
him fenta letter. to Joab, commanding. him,. on the 
firft dangerous attack, -to place Uriah in.the front, 


the time, that, as foon as they found.the Ammonites 


orders: he.pofted Uriah on the very ipot where he 
fence, and, the better to conceal the defign; placed 
with him fome of the braveft men in his army. He 
made an apology to Uriah for allotting him fo dange- 
rous a fituation; but being a man of courage, and 


the charge with the greateft chearfulnefs. 


When the Ammonites faw the Hebrews approach 
near the walls of the ciry, they thought it high time 


ak of their_ gates, made a defperate fally on che front 

ranks of the Hebrews. The men who were with 
Uriah, agreeable to the orders of Joab, immediately 
fled, and left their leader to fall a facrifice to the ene- 
my. He did all that was in the power of a fingle 


veral wounds, fell like a man of honour and courage. 


a ep a epee 


(4) The word Solomon is properly derived from Scbalom, 
which fignifies Peace, intimating that his reign fhould be peace- 
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che laws and cuitoms delivered by his forefathers, be- - 


He was fo . 


Uriah was fent for agreeable to the royal 


6 
“*© fet before his guett.” 


tion of which being given to David the next morn- | 


‘his women to be ravifhed by one of his 


T 
** tellow-foldiers are lying on the bare ground in an. 
David, finding all his efforts proved ineffectual, at’ 


lite. He ordered him back to the army, ‘and. with ; | 


and privately to tell thofe who fhould be with him at ' 


prefs forward, they fhould retreat, and leave-Uriah - | 
expofed to the enemy. Joab ftrictly obeyed the kings 
knew the enemy would make the moft vigorous de-_ 


“neither fhouldr. 


not fulpeéting the mifchief intended, he undertook . 


to begin the attack; and fuddenly throwing open one. 


man to do againft numbers, and, after receiving {e- 
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As foon as Uriah was dead, Joab difpatched a Josh cert : 
meilenger to inform David of the event, who return ji, dean, 
ed with orders to carry onthe fiege till he had made 
himielf mafter of the city; then to raze_it to the 
ground, and put all che inhabitants to the fword. 

David takes 


In the mean time Bathfheba, the wife of Uriah, tanmebato 
being: informed of-her hufband’s death, lamented and wife. and 
mourned for him fome'days: but as foon as the time pb by 
was elapfed for obierving that ceremony, David fent 
for her, and took her.co wife, foon after.which the 


brought him‘a fon. 3 


This marriage greatly offended the Almighty, whe 
appearing to Nathan, the prophet, in a dream, en- 
joined him ‘to inform David how much he was dil- 
pleated with-his conduct. Nathan, who was a man 
of great prudence, ‘confidering within’ himfelf thac 
kings, when angry, are prone to hearken more to 
the dictates of pafiion than reafon, refolved not to tell 
David in plain terms the wrath and threatnings of the 
Almighty, but to difcover it to him in fuch a man- 
ner, that fhe fhould be under the neceffiry of con- 
demning himfelf. Accordingly, when he came be- 


H ) ; ; , ari : 
fore the king, he addrefled him as follows: ‘* There yarnan, by 


were (fays he) two men who lived in the fame an alicpori« 
“© city: the one was rich, and pofitdfed many afles, cal fable, 
‘* and great herds and flocks of oxen and fheep; the pid orine 
** other was poor, and had but one little ewe-lamb, heinoufnets 
S¢ which he had brought up and _nourifhed with his of mecrime. 
“© children. © It happened that a ftranger came to the 
*¢ yich man’s houfe, whom hewas_ bound, by honour, 
© coentertains butinflead of doing it at his own ex- 
** pence, he fent a perfon to bring away, by force, 
the poor man’s ewe-lamb, which he drefled, and 
A villain! fays the king, to 
do fo baie and unjuit an aét. I would have him make 
four-fold fatisfaction, and after that be put to death. 
sé ‘Why then, (fays Nathan, ) thouthyfelt art the man, 


a 


n 


° 
. 


*S* and out of thy own mouth haft thou pronounced 
“© Judgement on thyfelf.” 


He then told him that he 
had greatly deferved the Divine difpleafure, in ‘of- 
fending that God, who had made him king over all 
the ‘Hebrews, and lord of tlie nations round about 
him} and who had feveral times delivered’ him_out 
of the hands of Saul. That the Almighty had given 
him wives, whom he had lawfully married; and that 
for him to take away another man’s wife, and to be- 


‘tray her hufband_to the enemy, and to death, was ‘a 
‘crime of the moft unpardonable nature. 


= mo! \ That God Nathan 
would cliaftifeé him for this tranfgreffion, By caving ene 
ons, who Divine vee 


fhould lay fnares for his‘life;' and that he, who had geauce, 


‘committed fo great a finin private, fhould be broughr 
“to public fhartie and punifhment. | con 
. with this prefage, that the fon'of his ‘unlawful love 


He concluded 


Should furely die. pas 
David having received this meflage froin God, by pavia re 
the mouth of Nathan, was thrown into the. greateft pens. 


. confufion : ‘he: wept bitterly, made an ample confei- 
.fion of-his guilt, and,.in the moft fervent manner, im-- 
. plored pardon for the offence he had committed. ‘Till 
_ this time he had lived in the fear of God, and, except 


in the cafe of Uriah, had never been ee of any 
-kind of. wickednefs. . Wherefore. the Almighty, up- 


‘on his fincere repentance, took compaffion on him, 


and commanded Nathan co.tell him, that the eternat 

unifhment due to his tranfgreffion he had‘remitted, 

ut the temporal fhould be infliéted on him: that he 

fhould not be put to death, or lofe his kingdom, 
he {word depart from his family. 


It was not long before part of the fentence, de- 


“nounced againft David for his tranfgreffion, took 


place; forthe child, which he had by Bathfheba, 

was taken fick, and died... While it_ was ill, David pavia's fon 
fafted and prayed for feven days, befeeching the Al]. by Barhthe. 
mighty to preferve its iife; but when it was dead, ™°** 
he acknowledged the juftnefs of God, and chear- 

fully f{ubmitting to his will, made his ardent fupplica.- 


‘tions to him, that the remainder of his aMictions might 


be mixed with mercy. This was, in fome meafure, 
complied with; for, in a proper fpace of time, he had 
another fon by Bathfheba, who, by the direétion of 
the prophet Nathan, was named Solomon (2). 

; During 


Birth of 


Solomen. 





able: but Nathan gave the name of Jedidah, which fignifies 
the belgued of Ged, he feriptures, however, never cull him 
Dd by 


David re- 
puiry ie per- 
fon to the 
fiege of 
Rabbah. 


Takes ivby 
afaule, and 
divides the 
fpoil, 


The Am- 
mpnites are 
totally des 
seated, 


Amnon is 
enamoured 
with his 
fitter ‘Ta- 
mar. 


Ravithes 
her, and 
afterwards 
treats her 
mott in- 
humanly. 


Abfalom 
endeavours 
to pacify 
her. 


Concerts a 
plan totake 
off the 
Spoiler of 
his fitter’s 
honour. 


ANTIQUITIES or‘vuzs JEWS. 


During thefe tranfa€tions Joab was carrying on the 


fiege of Rabbah, and renewing his affaults every. 


day. He at length got poffeffion of the works which 
fupplied the city with water. 


mott extremity; that it: was in no condition to hold. 
out much longer; and therefore he defired- him to 
come in perfon, that he might have the honour of 
taking it. David, agreeable to his ‘general’s defire, 
went with a ftrong reinforcement, took the place by 
ftorm, and divided the fpoil-among his foldiers, re- 
ferving only to himfelf iuch articles as belonged to 
the king,-among which was the crown, of incftimable 
value. Having thus reduced the city, he put thofe, 
who had held out againft’ him, to the moft exqui- 
fice torments; and the inhabitants of other places, 
who would not immediately furrender, he treated 
with the like feverity. Thus were the Ammonites 
totally fubdued by David, who, ‘returning with his 
army to Jerufalem, was received by the people with 
the loudeft acclamations of joy. ; 

David had been but a fhort timé at Jerufalem, af- 
ter conquering the Ammonites, before a circumftance 
occurred in his family that gave him great uneafinefs. 


We, had feveral fons, but only one daughter, .a vir- ° 


gin, named Tamar, who was fitter to Abfalom by 
the fame mother. She was moft exquilitely beauti- 
ful in her perfon, -and poffeffed of every female ac- 
complifhment. Amnon, the eldeft fon of David, by 
another queen, fell defperately in love(a) with her,and, 


for fomé time, pined away with an hopelefs defire of - 


obtaining her. Atlength, by the advice and contri- 
vance of ,Jonadab, his intimate friend and coufin- 
german, he found means to decoy her into his apart- 
ment, when, notwithftanding all her entreaties and 
expottulations, he firft-ravifhed her, and, when his 
brutifh paffion was fatisfied, in a fallen humour bid 
her be-gone. She for fome time remonftrated with 


him‘on the ill-treatment fhe had received, and the ig- 
nominy to which fhe mutt be expofed; but all remon-’ 


{trances were in vain; and Amnon, finding her un- 
willing to go, at length ordered his fervants to turn 
her out of the houfe, ns 

Inthis diftreffed fituation Tamar immediately re- 
paired to her brother Abfalom, and related to him 
the-whole particulars of what had paffed.. Abfa- 
lom, though aman naturally of a high fpirit, ad- 
viled her, as the moft predenc method, to be filent 
on the occafion, becaufé her ravifher was heir appa- 
rent té‘the crown; and ‘he fo artfully coricealed his 
own refentment, that the people doubted whether he 
even knew. of the tranfaction. Inthe meantime Da- 


“vid, having heard of the circumftance, was greatly 
affli€ted ; but as Amrion was his eldeft and moft be- | 
loved fon, he did not think proper to expofe. him by — 


punifhment. 


About two years after this (during: which time | 


‘Tamar refided with her brother) Abialém took the 


opportunity of revenging the injury done by Am- . 
non to his fifter. It being the time of fheep-fhear- | 
ing ¢which was ufvally, attended with great mirth | 


and jollity) he invited the king, and.ail the princes 


of the blood, to come to his country feat at Hazor, ! 
to partake of the entertainment. ‘David: excufeéd | 
himfelf, by faying he would not put him to fo great 

ft confequently follow -his attend- | 
On this Abfalom defired he would permit his | 


a trouble as mu 
ance. nh ( ’ : 
brothers to come; to whichtheking readily complied. 





by this name, only by that of Solomon; but for what reafon 
we cannot tell, unlefs we may fuppofe that the people, being 
harraffed in war during his father’s reign, might be pleafed with 
this name, and ufe it rather than the other, to intimate their 
hopes and long defire of peace. And for this reafon, among 
others, it may be inferred, that Solomon was born after the con- 
clufion of the Ammonitifh war; though the facred hiftory takes 


accalion, from the deith of Baththeba’s firft-born, to relate that | 


event firft. Bathfheba had fome time after another fon, whom 
David called Nathan 5 and it is in him that the two lines of Our 
Saviour’s genealogy unite themfelves, who, on Jofeph’s fide, de- 
cended from Solomon, and on Mary’s, from Nathan. See 
Matth. 1.6, 7. Luke iti. 3. 

(a) It is natural co think that the paffion of love is no where 
fo wafting and vexatious, as where it is unlawful. A quick 
fenfe of guilt, efpecially where it is enormous, as in the prefent 

t / 


A Having thus far dif. ; 
trefied the enemy, he difpatched a meiienger to ac- 


_ ately difpatched him. 
quaint the king, that the city was reduced to the ut- » : 


‘ing the like fate, they precipitately left the place, and pirs 


jathes, f 
_ meffenger, who was difpatched on the occafion, ar- 
riving firft at the palace, ‘with a relation of the event, | 


“ed petition for’ the life of one of her fons who had Je 


‘comply wit 


‘and 


‘wentto Gefhur, and, withoutdelay, brought Abfalom 


-complying with his requeft, he fentto him again ; but 


~ ceal his till death, and at the fame time to haften that death 1 









Boor Wi 
They accordingly went to Hazor, where, while they fe 
were engaged in feafting and drinking, the fervants of 


Abfalom (who had received previous inftrudtions 
how to act) fuddenly fell on Amnon, and immedi- 


CHAP. VII. 


To efcape his. father’s refentment, 1b alom. fies to Ge- 

ve Pay Ae bine to Dae * Hee, cn 

‘gages in rebellion, and is guilty of breaches of piety 
and filial duty through the perfucfion of Abithophel. 


THE unexpected. violence on Amnon fo alarmed , 
the reft of the. princes, that, fearful of meet- ii: 


fled, with all expedition, to their father’s houfe. A! 


David. was thrown into the utmoft confternation, 
fuppofing that Abfalom had killed all his fons; but 
‘his fears were foon removed by the arrival of the p,y;,!° 
-princes, when a fcene of the moft affecting nature leis 
took place, the father and fons reciprocally greeting t= 
each other with tears, and all lamenting the cruel pact 

deathofAmnon. -—_. : by thas? 
In the mean time Abfalom, knowing how highly ™ |. 
his father would refent this treacherous miurder, fled 
to his mother’s relations, and was entertained by his | 


.grand-father Talmai, at Gefhur. Here heremained 


three years; at the expiration of which Joab, per- avis} 
ceiving that David had a fecret défire to-fee Ablalom, \*"}, 
projected a fcheme for: facilitating the accomplifh. “"f 
ment of his wifhes, without expofing him to cenfure 

for his conduct. .He procured anantient and artful = j- 
women. from ‘Tekoah, and ‘having dreffed her in | 
mourning, introduced her to the king, with a feign- r 







killed the other: She related her tale in fo apparently * 

an atectine manner, that the king was induced to jnus 
hér -requeft ; upon which fhe told him tiz f, 

that the cafe fhe had’-been ftating was Abfalom’s, 


“and that, if he was difpofed to fhew mercy toa pri- 
“vate man, there’ was much more reafon for‘his par- 


doning his own-fon; whofe ‘abfence the people 1a- 
mented, and for whom they ‘had the greateft re- 


PECt. S ; sespuees ; 
David eafily faw through this piece of artifice, 
5 On interrogating the'woman, found it (as he 
fufpected) to have been concerted by Joab. He 
therefore {ent for him, told him he had gained his 
peiaes and ordered himto recall Abfalom. Joab, 
ighly pleafed with the royal command, ‘immediately 


with: him to Jerufalem, When ‘the king was in- )8%% 
formed ‘of his arrival, he ordered him. to go to his j,i 
own houfe, and there live retired with his family, as 


-he did not-yet choofe to admit him inta his. prefence; 


nor would he,” by’ any means, allow: him to appear 
in public «s.r ‘ 

In this reclufe manner did Abfalom live for two 
years with his family, (which confifted of three fons, 
andone daughter, named’ T'amar,) when, being tired 
of his-fituation, he fent to Joab, intreating him to in- 
tercede with his father for a free pardon. Joab, not 


receiving no-anfwer, he ordered fome of his people 
to go to afield of corn belonging to Joab, and fet it 


. 


—_——— 


inftance, ftrikes the foul with horror ; and the impoflibitity of 
an innocent graitfication loads that horror with defperation. # 
confliét too cruel and coo dreadful for human-bearing. Witnels 
the two moft remarkable inttances of itfound in hiftory ; that of 
Antiochus for Stratonice, his mother-in-law ; and this of Amnon 
for Tamar, his fitter. Indeed, that of Antiochus appears the lefs 
criminal of the two, infomuch as he feemed determined to con- 


prevent its publication, had not the fagacity of “his phyficiat 
difcovered it. Though poffibly Amnon had done the fame 
had not the importunity of his falfe and fubtle.friend Jonadab, 
the fon of Shimeah, David’sbrother, drawn the fecret from him. 
It islamentable to think that the heirs of royalty, whole vit 
tue is of infinitely more confequence than that of meaner mens 
fhould yet be under more temptations to taint it. 


of 
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Book Vi. 


Abfalom re- 


ale sriftated in 


the king’s 
fayour. 


on fire. As foon as Joab was informed of this, he 
went to Abfalom, and afked him why he treated him 
in that manner? Upon which he aniwered, “* I had 
<< no ther method of getting a fight of you. I wrote 
tq you about interceding for me to my father, but 
S© you havé not taken the Teaft notice of ic. Let me 
‘© befeech you to try if you can pacify him ; forthe 
«© manner in which I now live is a greater punifh- 
* ment to me than when was inexue.” This had 
the defired effeét. Joab immediately complied wirh 
his requeft, and fo tar fucceeded, that Ab{alom was 
ordered into the king’s prefence. As foon as he faw 
his father he fell proitrate on the ground, and, in the 
moit humiliating manner, begged pardon tor ‘the 
offence he had committed. Upon this the king 
took him by the hand, raifed him from the ground, 
and falucted him, as a token of his forgiveneis and 
royal favour. 

Abfalom was, in perfon, one of the handfomeft 
men in all Ifrael, nor was his beauty the leaft im- 
paired by the punifhment he had lately undergone. 
He was remarkable tor having a prodigious head of 
hair, which he had cut once every year; and the 
quantity was ulually io great, chat, in general, ic 
weighed about two hundred fhekels. This greatly 
added to the natural Beauly of his perfon; and having 
a graceful air or addrefs, he was particularly noticed 
by all ranks of people. 


Some time after Abfalom was reftored to his fa- 
ther’s favour (Amnon, his elder brother, being fain, 
and his fecond brother dead) he confidered himfelf 
as prefumptive heir to the crown, and thereupon 
affected a itate and equipage greater than uiual, He 
provided himfelf with chariots and horfes, and had 
a guard of fifty men to attend his perfon. But not- 
with{tanding all this pomp, he was fo obfequious and 
humble in his manner, as to_ftoop to the meaneft 
people who had any thing co fay to him. He offered 
fe fervice to all who requelted ay favour at court; 
and, at proper opportunities, took the advantage of 
inftilling into the peoples’ minds a bad opinion of 
his father’s adminiftracion, intimating, that the pub- 
lic affairs were neglected, and that, if he was at the 
helm, bufinets fhould be conducted ina very differ- 
ent manner. By thefe arts and infinuations, which 
were advantageoufly feconded by the comlinels of 
his perfon, and the familiarity of his addrefs, he 
gained the hearts of the people, and, prepared them 
tor becoming ferviceable to his ambitious and trea- 
cherous defigns.. 


Inthe fourth year after the reconciliation took 
place between David and Abfalom, the latter, think- 
ing matters were properly ripe for his purpofe, de- 
fired leave of his father to go to Hebron, pretending 
he had made a vow in his exile, that, whenever it 
thould pleafe God to bring him back ‘to Jerufalem, 
he would offer, in that place, a folemn facrifice of 
thankigiving. The king, little fufpecting his hid- 
den delign, and being defirous that all religious fer- 
vices fhould be performed, gave him free permiffion 
to go, wifhing him a good journey, and a fafe re- 
turn, 


Abfalom accordingly fet out for Hebron, accom- - 


peed by a great multitude of Peeples exclulive of 
1s own Buards and attendants, who, not knowing 
his defign, went from a pure motive of attending the 
facrifice, As foon as he came to Hebron, he fent 
for Ahithophel, David’s counfellor, and difpatched 
emillaries Into different parts to found the inclina- 
tion of the feveral tribes, and to exhort thofe, whom 
they fhould gain over to his party, to be ready to take 
up arms, as foon as they fhould hear that he was 
proclaimed king. 

Thefe emiffaries proved very fuccefsful in their 
embafly. Abfalom was the darling of the people, 
who, on the fummons, flocked to him trom every 
part; and, being proclaimed king in Hebron, a 
Seneral infurreétion took place. 


In the mean time David, having received intelli- 
gence of his fon’s treachery, and the great fuccefs he 
had met with among the people, thought it nor fate 
to continue any longer in Jerufalem. Leaving, there- 
fore, his palace to che care of ten of his concubines, 
he fer out with a defign of retiring beyond Jordan, 


taking with him the fix hundred troops who had fo 
clofely ftuck by him during the time he was perfe- 


ANTIQUITIES of 


TrHrn JEW S. 


cuted by Saul, and accompanied by a great number 
of his moit intimate and fincere friends. ‘ 

When Zadock and Abiathar, the high-priefts, 
underftood that David was about co leave Jcrufalem, 
they took our the ark of the Lord to accompany him 
in his diltrefs; but he defired them to carry it back, 
and to continue in Jerufalem, as they might be uleful 
in giving him intelligence of the enciny’s morcions 
and defigns ; while their own characters were too ta- 
cred to fear any violence from the ufurper. Ahi- 
maaz, the fon of Zadock, and Jonathan, the fon of 
Abiathar, he left with their fathers, knowing them 
to be ftriétly devoted to his intereft; but Tctai, the 
Gittite, who was no lefs his triend, would not leave 
him, norwithitanding David carnelitly preficd hun to 
continue in the city. 


* As David was afcending Mount Clivet, walking 
baretoot, and the company about him weeping, he 
received intelligence that Ahithophel was goncover 
to the faction of Abtalom. ‘his gave him ereac 
uneatineis, well knowing his diftinguifhed abilities 
as a itatelman; upon which he prayed to Ged fo to. 
infatuate Ahichophel, that he might be deprived of 
his powers, and chereby rendered ufeleis to his rebel- 
lious fon and rival. 

When David had got to the top of the mount, 
he efpied his faichtul triend and countellor Hu- 
fhai, who had followed him unknown, and, with 
all expreffions of forrow at fecing him in fuch distrefs, 
earneltly intreated that h¢ might fhare with him in 
his fortune. But David enjoined him to return, tell- 
ing him he would be more ferviceable to him in 
the city, by pretending to adhere to Abifalom, and by 
deteating the counfels of Ahithophel, who was en- 
gaged in his fon’s meaiures, and from whoie great 
abilities he thought himfelf in the urmoft danger. 

David had fcarce paffed over Mount Olivet, when 
Ziba, whom he had made tteward to Mephibofherh, 
his friend Jonathan’s fon, accofled him, and pre- 
fented him with a confiderable quantity of wine and 
other provifions. David afkked him where his matler 
was; to which the perfidious wretch replied, he had 
left him in Jerufalem, where he determined cto re- 
main, in hopes, from the prefene broils, of being 
himfelf chofen king. The too credulous David, in 
this general diltraction of his affairs, believing the 
acculation to be true, made an hafty grant of all Mc- 
phibofheth’s eftate to the bafe and treacherous “iba. 


_ When David came near to Behurim, a city belong- 
ing to the tribe of Benjamin, one Shimei, a defcen- 
dant of the family of Saul, who lived there, threw 
{tones at him, and, in the hearing of the whole mul 
titude, loaded hiin with the bretereit reproaches. 
This fo irritated Abithai, that he begged permiflion 
to difpatch the rebel for his infolence; bur David 
would nor, by any means, fuffer him to comniittuch 
a violence. He bore all with great patience and re- 
fignation to the Divine will, being confcious of his 
own guile in the cafe of Uriah, and of the Divine 
juflice in thus punifhing him for his trangreflions. 

While David was at Behurim, Abfelom, and his 
party, entered Jerufalem, and were received with the 
general acclamations of the people. Jdushai, nor 
forgetting the inftructions given him by David, wene 
to Abialom, complimented him on the occafion, and 
offered him his fervices. The latter, Knowing thar 
Hufhai was his father’s friend and counfellor, at iirt 
bantered him for pretending to delert his old mailer; 
but Huthai exculed himfelf in fuch a manner, and 
anfwered all his queftions with fuch fubtilties, that 
Abfalom’s jealouly ceafed, and he admitted him a 
member of his privy-council. 


Abfalom, placing his dependance chiefly on the 
abilities of zepieno phe) fent for him to confult what 
meafures were moil proper to purfue, in order to efta- 
blifh_ him on his father’s throne. The treacherous 
ftatefman adviled him, firft, to lie publicly with Da- 
vid’s concubines; ‘* for (fays he) by fo doing, you 
*¢ will convince the people that a reconciliation can 
never take place between you and your father; the 
“ conlequence of which wili be, that the foliicrs 
ee will exert their utmolt endeavours in your behalr. 
- They have hitherto been tearful of openly cfpeul- 
«, Ng your caule, being apprehenfive thac, if a re- 
“ conciliation fhould take place, they might fall 
* victims to your father’s cefentenent.? This advice 

being 
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Abfalom 
impiouily 
follows, 


being approved of by Abfalom, he ordered a tent to 
be immediately ereéted on the top of the palace, 
where (as had been foretold by the prophet Nathan) 
he lay with his father’s concubines in the prefence of 
the people. ; 


CHAP. IX. 


Abfalom rejeéts the counfel of Abithophel, whe bangs 
himfelf in the rage of difappointment. Abfalom en- 
gages the army of his father, is defeated and flain by 
Foab. 


AVING thus far followed the advice of Ahi- 


thophel, Abfalom next afked him, what fleps . 


he thought moft proper to take, in profecuting the 
war againft his father. Ahithophel afked for ten 
thoufand choice men, with whom, he faid, he would 
fet of that very night in purfuit of David: that as 
his guards muft, from the great fatigue of marching, 
Ahitho- be unable to make any material refiftance, he fhould 
Leuk” confequently reduce them to immediate fubjection ; 


Tel for ake bs . 
ing off the and he doubted not of bringing back with him the 
king fd- head of David, as a proof of his conqueit. Though 


denly. 


this propofition was not difapproved of by Abfalom, 
yet he did not chufe to have it carried into execution, 
without confulting Hufhai. He accordingly fent 
for him to attend the council; when being informed 
of what had paffed, he did not feem to dilapprove of 
Ahithophel’s propofal ; but, at the fame time, gave 
it as his opinion, that it would be better to delay the 
Futhai op- attempt till they had got together a more confider- 
pofesthe able army: “¢ For (fays he) as David and his men 
sounrel of | © are known to be brave, and at this time both ex- 
phel. ¢ in ee a 
afperated and defperate, if they fhould defeat the 
** party fent againft them, it would be the means of 
“* difcouraging others, and be thought a very inau- 
*© fpicious beginning; whereas, if you poftpone the 
“* attempt till you have got together a more nu- 
*° merous army, there is not the leaft doubt but your 
. .... * efforts will be crowned with fuccefs.” This ad- 
iris wniver- vice being univerfally approved of by the council, 
y aps : 7 d < 5 
proved, it was admitted in preference to that given by Ahi- 
thophel. 


As foon as the council broke up, Hubhai haftened 
to Zadock and Abiathar, the high-pricits, to whom 
he related all that had paffed; and at the fame time 

Humhai ac. Gefired them immediately to difpatch meffengers to 
quainteth avid, acquainting him with every particular, and 
Davidwith advifing him inftantly to pats the river Jordan, left 
eee Abfalom fhould change his mind, and, by falling on 
him fuddenly, obtain a victory. ; . 


the high- 
me eee ie high priefts immediately difpatched their fons 
on this important bufinels, but, being feen on the 
way by fome of Abfalom’s party, whom they found 
purfuing them, they went out of their road to the 
habitation of a poor woman, who, inorder to con- 
Theyare ceal them, let them down into a well, and covered the 
concealed in suouth of it with the fkins of beafts. When the pur- 
a well, fuers arrived, they afked the woman if fhe had not 
feen two men lately pafs that way; to which fhe re- 
plied in the affirmative, and faid, if they were expe- 
ditious, they might foon overtake them. They ac- 
cordingly went iome way farther, but not feeing any 
thing, of the people they were after, they gave over 
the purfuit, and returned by the woman’s houfe in 
their way to Jerufalem. As foon as the woman found 
all was fafe, fhe aflifted her guefts in getting out of 
the well, and they profecuted their journey with the 
They come Utmott expedition. When they arrived at the camp 
fate to Das Of David, they immediately delivered to him their 
vies dilpatches; in confequence of which he decamped 
Dasid pates by break of day, paffed the river Jordan, and march- 
ed to Mahanaim, a city of Gilead, where he was 
kindly entertained by the chicf of the people, who 
furnifhed him with every article neceflary for the ac- 
commodation of himfelf and army. 

Ahithophel was lo irritated at the thoughts of Hu- 
flai’s council being admitted in preference to his, 
that he determined no longer to affitt Abfalom with 
his advice, fie accordingly left Jerufalem, and 
went to his family at Galmon, the place of his re- 
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(a) Abfsiem, having lui his fons, and being defirous to 
erpetudte his memory, had erected a pillar, which, no doubt 
perp ? P ? > 


"a ftriét charge, in the 
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fidence. As foon as he had got home, he affembled 
all his people together, to whom he related the ad- 
vice he had given to Ablalom, and the difregard he 
had paid to it, which, he faid, would, in a fhort time, 
prove his deftruétion. He told them, that David 
would prove victorious, and would be foon rein- 
ftated in his kingdom. “* Therefore (Jays he) it is 
“* better tor me that I put a period to my exiftence 
‘ willingly and_courageoufly, than to come under Abitaty, 
“° the power of David, and be made an example, by pe le 
** an ignominious death, for having confpired with: jeaie;}, 
** Abialom.” After faying this, he retired to a pri- count, 
vate chamber, where he firtt made his will, and then Boe hese 
hanged himfelf. himfas 


In the mean time Abfalom, having got together a 
very confiderable army, (the command of which he 38am, s5 
gave to Amata, a relation by marriage,) he left Je- juicy 
rufalem, and paffed the river Jordan, in purfuit of his father, 
father. David, hearing of his fon’s approach, and 
forefeeing that a battle was unavoidable, divided his pyc ¢1 
army into three bodies. The firft was commanded outisa 
by Joab; the fecond by his brother Abifhai; and diese 
the third by his old friend Ittai, the Gittite. David ** 
intended to have gone with them himfelf; but, bythe 
importunities of the people, he was prevailed on to oatiag 
a at Mahanaim. He was, in all probabiliry, more himfatn 
eafily diffuaded from his intentions than he other- Mabini 
wife would have been, becaufe the battle was to be 
againit afon, tor whom he {till retained a tender af- 
teétion; asa proof of this, he gave the three generals 
a hearing of the foldiers, that, 
in cafe Abfalom fhould fall into their hands, they 
would, for his fake, notonly fpare his life, buttreat °* 
hiny in a manner confiftent with the dignity of a 
royal captive. , 

The two armies met on a plain near the wood of Ti+ 
Ephraim, belonging to the tribe of Manaffeh. The So. 
battle was exceeding defperate for fome time; the tion. 
one party fighting for the recovery of what they hac 
loft, and the other for the defenée and maintenance 
of what they had got. At length victory declared in 
favour of David; the army of Abfalom, though 
much fuperior in numbers, Being totally routed, 
and put to flight. The loyalifts behaved fo gallantly The ni 
that 20,0¢0 of the rebels were killed on the ipot, be- a 
fides Great numbers in the purfuit, and the flaughter pune: 
would doubrlefs have been carried much farther, 
had not Abfalom (who was the chief caufe of all 
this mifchief) been overtaken and flain. His hair (as 
we have before obferved) was of a progipious length 
and thicknefs, and, as he was in his fight from the 
enemy, mounted on a mule, and riding with great 
fpeed under the trees, with his hair fying about 
from the quicknels of the motion, it entangled on 
one of the boughs in fuch a manner, thar it lifted 
him from the faddle, and the beaft, continuing its 
esd, left him fufpended in the air, and unable to 

ifengage himfelf. 

In this fituation was Abfalom found by one of the 
foldiers belonging to David’s army, who telling it 
Joab, he blamed him for not having killed him; but 
the man, in excufe, urged the command which he ~ 
had heard the king give the generals, to be very ten- 
der and careful of his fon fhould he fall into their 
hands. Upon this Joab commanded the man todi- 
rect him to the place where Abfalom was hanging, th 
whither he had no fooner arrived, than he gave him & 
his death’s wound witha javelin, and ordered the +“ 
people who attended immediately to difpatch him. 
‘This was accordingly done; after which Joab found- 
ed a retreat to prevent any farther effufion of blood, 
and to give Abfalom’s party an opportunity oi 
efcaping to their refpective homes. 

Thus fell the wicked and rebellious Abfalom, 
whofe body, inftead of an honourable interment 
fir for a prince, was taken down, and thrown into 2 
pit, which being filled up, was covered with a heap 
of itones by way of fepulchre. 

Abfalom had, fome time before he rebelled a- 
gainft his father, erected (a) pillar of marble, on @ 
{pot called the King’s Dale, about two furlongs is. 
from Jerufalem. He named it the Hand of Abfalom, 

an 
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he defigned as a maufoleum, or burying-place, and which, it is 


reafonable to imagine, was equally magnificent with the ambi- 
tien 
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and was accuftomed to fay, that if all his children “* of his being taken away. Let me, therefore, beg 
fhould perifh, that column would perpetuate his me- > that you will mioediately fhew yourlelf cheart ully 
mory to future ages. ‘to your people, and tell them that, next under 

He had three fons, befides adaughter, named Ta- se God, it is owing to their loyalty and courage, you 
mar, one of the moft beautiful women of the age in SS are indebted for the honour of this day. Jf you 
which fhe lived. She was afterwards married to Re- - perfift in your lamentations, your army and king- 
hoboam, the fon of Solomon, by whom fhe bore a ee dom will fall into other hands, and chen you will 
jon, who fucceeded.to the kingdom. : is have juft caufe to weep and lament your abturd 


CHAP. X. 


vid laments the death of Abfalom. His returi to Fe- 
Oe alehe Is reconciled f sien and returns Mephi- 
Lofaeth half bis poffeffions, Sheba raifes an infurrec- 
tion, upon which David fends Amafa againft bin, 
subo is treacherotfly murdered by Foab. Sheba’s rebel- 

lion fupprefed, and Amafa’s biad brought to David. 

The lractites affitled with a famine, Are again 
punifped with a peftilence, on account of David bav- 
ing uunbered the people. 


A 


S foon as the army of David had_obtained a 

complete victory over thar of Abfalom, Ahi- 
maaz, the fon of Zadock, the high-prieft, begged of 
Joab that he might be immediately difpatched with 
the @lad tidings to the king. Joab, at firit, did not 
think proper to comply with his requeft ; .buc fent a 
perfon, named Chuf, in his ftead. ,Ahimaaz ftill fo- 
liciting Joab to let him go, he at length complied ; 
when Ahimaaz, knowing the neareft way, and being 
more alert than Chufi, got firft to David’s camp. He 
found the king fitting.at the gate of the city, waiting, 
with anxious expectation, to know the event of the 
battle. As foon as David faw him, he hattily afked, 
“What news from the army?” To which Ahimaaz 
replied, ‘* Great fuccefs, and victory.” David then 
afked, what was become of his fon Abfalom: to 
which the other replied, he could not inform him, 
having been difpatched in fuch hafte, that his orders 
were only to carry the news of the viétory ; and thar, 
at his departure, the name of his fon, was not even 
mentioned. By this time Chufi arrived; when the 
king, afking him what was become of his fon, he re- 
plied, “* As ic is with him, fo may it be with all the 
* enemies of my lord the king.” 

Thefe words ftrack David to the heart, and all 
the joy of vidtory was immediately turned into for- 
row. He withdrew himfelf to the top of one of the 
higheft turrets in the city, where he gave a vent to 
his grief, by beating his breaft, tearing his hair, and 
thus exclaiming: ‘* Oh! my 
* Abfalom! 7 : l 
* thee, my fon! As for the army, inftead of re- 
turning in triumph, they itole filently into the city, 
as if they had done amiis, and, inftead of obtaining 
had Joit the battle. - 

David was fo affected at the lofs of his fon, that he 
gave himfelf up to the deepeft melancholy. This 
was eafily perceived by Joab, who being fenfiblethat 
fuch exceffive grief, at this juncture of affairs, would 
be of great prejudice to the king, went. boldly to his 
apartment, and expoftulated with him on his conduct 
in the following terms: 

‘* My Lord (fays he) you difhonour yourfelf by 
this ridiculous and effeminate lamentation. Itap- 
pears as if you detefted the very people, who have 
preferved your life at the hazard of their own; 
and that you refpect thofe mortal enemies who have 
fuffered a punifnment they juftly deferved. If 
Abfalom had overcome us, and poffefled himfeif 
of the kingdom, he would have begun his ven- 
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us fhould have fallen in an undiftinguifhed ruin. 
Both your confcience and your honour ought to 
check you for this intemperate tendernefs for the 
memory of fo implacable an enemy. *Tis true, 
he was your fon; but he was certainly a moft un- 
Gracious one; and you cannot be juft to God’s 
providence, without acknowledging the bleffing 
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- tion of him who reared it. But fee how fhort fighted are mor- 
tals. The fame Abfalom, fo far from being buried in this 
Froud monument which he had ereéted, was killed and-buried 

No. io. . 


on Abialom! my fon . 
Would to God I could have died for 


geance on you and your family, and-the whole of | 





conduét.” 

This fpeech had the defired effet: the king was 
roufed from his melancholy, and appeared in pub- 
lic, to the great fatisfaction of his fubjects. He was, 
however, greatly offended with Joab, for the blunt 
manner in which he had chaftifed him; and, as he 
had thought himfelf infolently treated by him on te- 
veral other occafions, he refolved, from this time, to 
take the firft opportunity he could of diimiffing him 
trom his military lfervices. 

Thofe of David's fubjeéts, who had appeared in 
arms againft him, being now made fully fenfible of 
the folly of their rebellion, became the torwardeft in 
fhewing their loyalty: but, what greatly afflicted 
David was, his own tribe (that of Judah) appearing 
very indifferent. In confequence of this he jent ro 
Zadock and Abiathar, the high-priefts, not only to 
remind them of their own duty, but to authorize 
them likewile to treat with Amaia, who had com- 
manded Abfalom’s army, and was aman of great 
authority in the tribe. David told them to offer 
Amafa a free pardon, and to affure him, that if he 
would come fully into his inrerett, he fhould be 
placed in the fame character that he had been in un- 
der Abfalom. The high-priefls ftrittly obeyed the 
king’s orders; and Amafa, being fatisfied with the 
promife made him, was readily brought over to the 
intereit of David. 

All things thus con!piring to David’s happy refto- 
ration, he left Mahanaim, and_fet forward on his 
journey towards Jerufalem. He was attended b 
the chiefs of the refpective tribes ; butthole of J ndeh 
were now the molt forward in fhewing their loyalty. 
They went before him to the banks of the river Jor- 
dan, and, affifted by fome ozhers belonging to the 
tribe of Benjamin, laid a bridge over the river, for 
the better convenience of his pafling it with his 
troops. : 

Among many others, who came to meet David on 
this occalion, was Shimei, the Benjamite, who, but 
a fhort time before, had loaded him with curfes and 
imprecations. He was attended by a thoufand men 
of his own_tribe, whom he brought with him as 
witnefles of his humiliation for his pat conduct. As 
foon as he faw David he threw himfelf at his feet, 
begged pardon tor the indignities he had put upon 
him, and hoped that his early repentance, and return 
to his allegiance, would, in fome meafure, atone 
for his paft tranfgreffion. Abifhai would willingly 
have had him put to death; but David {trongly ob- 
jected to this propofition, faying, he would not 
eclipfe the public joy with the blood of any one. 
He therefore gave him his royal word and oath that 
no hatm whatever fhould come to him on his ac- 
count; upon which affyrance Shimei miade his re- 
verence, and departed. : 

The next diftinguifhed perfon who appeared_be- 
fore David was Mephibofheth, the grandion of Saul. 
He.was dreffed in a very mean habit, with his hair 
difhevelled, and his clothes rent, im which ftate he 
had remained ever fince the king’s departure trom 
Jerufalem. Having proftrated himfelf before Da- 
vid, and done him reverence, the king afked him, 
*¢ Why he.did not follow him, and make himilelf a 

** companion of his flight and troubles??? Mephi- 
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bofheth replied, that it was owing to the injuftice of 


Ziba, his fervant, who, inftead of getting things 
ready for his journey, as he had defired, totally ne- 
gleéted him, and rather treated him as his flave than 
his.mafter. That he refuted getting him his afs to 
ride on, though he knew, from his great lamenefs, 
it was impoffible for him to walk. ‘* But, (fays he,) 
*¢ this is not.all the injury that Ziba has done me: 
** he has alfo raifed calumnies, and forged lies to 





like. a traitor, thrown into a pit, and covered with no other mo- 
.sument than a heap of ftones. : 
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provoke my ford and mafter againft me. But I 
ec 


know thou art /o righteoufly difpofed, and fuch a 
lover of truth, that thou wilt not give credit to 
unjuft detraétions.” Elaving faid this, David re- 
folved neither to punifh Mephibofheth, nor to con- 
demn Ziba. . He cold him, that, believing him to 
be negligent in his duty, he had given all his pof- 
feffionsto Ziba; but he now forgave him, and pro- 
miled that one half (@) of his eitate fhould be_re- 
ttored to him. Mephibofheth replied, ‘* Let Ziba 
*¢ noffels the whole: it is enough for me that my 
** Jord has recovered his kingdom.” ; 

Another remarkable perfon who came to wait_on 
David, and pay his refpeéts to him before he paffed 
the river Jordan, was one Barzillai, who had been 
very kind to him in his exile, and conftantly fupplied 
him with provifions while he continuedat Mahanaim. 
After he had paid the king reverence, David, in gra- 
titude for his kindnefs, invited him to go with him 
to Jerufalem, Barzillai modettly, excuied, himlelf 
faying, that from his great age (being near fourfcore 
he had loft the relifh of the pleafures of a court, and 
rather defired that he might retire to his own eftate, 
and {pend the remainder of his days in preparing 
hinfelf fora happy diffolution. David admitted his 
requeft, but defired that he would leave with him 
his fon, Chimham, on whom he would beftow fome 
diftinguifhed favours. This being agreed to, Bar- 
zillai left his fon, and, after paying reverence to the 
king, and wifhing him fuccefs in his undertakings, 
departed to his own home. 

David, having paffed the river Jordan, was de- 
firous of making all poffible hafte to Jerufalem,; and, 
as the tribe of Judah was the firft that came to con- 
du& him home, he .(probably to gratify them) 
marched on without waiting for the great men of 
Urael, who were flocking from all parts in_order to 
joi This circumitance occalioned fome dil- 
pute between the princes of Lirael and thofe of Judah; 
and asthe king was unwilling to dilpleafe either 
party, and therefore did not think proper to inter- 
tere in the controverly, feveral of the tribes of If- 
racl took umbrage at it, and an infurrection enfued. 
Sheba, of the tribe of Benjamin (a man of a factious 
and turbulent {pirit, and probably a defcendant of 

aul) made public proclamation, by the found of 
trumpet, that, ** fince the tribe of Judah had en- 
grofied David to themfelves, they might e’en take 
him; and fince all the other tribes had vifibly de- 
ferted, the wilett way would be to ftand to their 
arms, and take fuch meatures as were moit proper for 
their own fecurity.”” In confequence of this many of 
the tribes followed Sheba; but the men of Judah per- 
fitted in their loyalty, and conducted the king to Je- 
rutalem. . 

‘The firft thing David did, after his arrival in the 
city, was to clear his palace of his concubines, who 
had been defiled by Abfalom. ‘hey were accord- 
ingly removed to a a appointed for the pur- 
pole, where they were supplied, by the king’s efpe- 
cial command, with all things neceffary for their 
fubfittence. In this place they were kept during the 
remainder of their lives, the king never after having 
the leaft intercourfe with them. 

David, having appointed Amafa his general in- 
ftead of Joab, ordered him to gather together what 
troops he could from the tribe of Judah, and bring 
them to him in three days, that he might give him 
the fole command of them, with orders to march 
againft Sheba. Amafa found more difficulty in ex- 
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, ecuting this order than was expected ; and not hav- 
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ing accomplifhed it at the time limited, David fent 
Joab, accompanied by his brother Abifhai, with his 
guards, and the company of fix hundred men, in 
queft of Sheba, defiring him, as foon as poffible, to 
join his army with that of Amafa, and engage the 
rebels, left they fhould fecure themfelves in fome 
fortificu place, from whence it might be difficult to 
rout them. 





(a) By David’s difpofal of half Mephibofheth’s eftate to Ziba, 
one would imagine that he was much diffatisfied, and doubtful 
whether Mephibofheth’s itory was entirely true or not. Nor does 
Pavid now invite him to dict with him, as he did before, but 
only forgives him as if he had been wholly guilty. Nor is this odd 
way of mourning that Mephibofheth made ufe of, here, and 
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Joab refolved to make no delay; but taking with 
him his brother, and the troops affigned him, marched 
in queft of Sheba. When they came toa village 
called Gibeon, about forty furlongs from Jerufalem, 
they met with Amaia, who was marching, with all 
expedition, at the head of a confiderable army. As 
Amata was to take upon him the fovereign com. 
mand of the whole troops, Joab advanced with all 
feeming friendfhip tofalute him onthe occafion. In 
his way he defignedly caufed his {word to fall from 
the fcabbard, which he took up, and kept naked in 
his right-hand till he clofely approached to Amafa, 
when, taking him by the beard with his left-hand, as 
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if going co dalute him, he, with the other, plunged J-r 


pired. 4 

Joab then ordered a proclamation to be made 
throughout the army, that Amata was a_ bad man, 
and that he had ferved him only according to his 
deferts. As the body of the deceafed particularly 
attracted the notice of the people, Joab, fearful it 
might produce bad confequences, ordered it to be 
removed to a private place at fome diltance; after 
which he took the command of the troops, and. 
marched, with all expedition, in purfuit cf Sheba. 

In the mean time Sheba had applied to all the 


tribes of Ifrael, to try if he could prevail with them ' 


totake up arms againft David; but finding very few 
who were willing to engage in his meafures, he was 
torced at laft to fhut himielf up in Abel, a fortified 
town belonging to the tribe of Naphtali, in the nor- 
thern part of Judea. 

As toon as Joab received intelligence of Sheba’s 
retreat, he immediately marched to the place, laid 


fiege to it, and made the neceffary preparations for Jobs. 
an affault: buthe was prevented trom executing his f* 
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defign by the interpolition of a woman, who, getting hile 


on the top of the wails, called to the befiegers, and 
defired fhe might be permitted to fpeak to their 
general. 

This being granted, Joab approached the walls 
within hearing, when the woman addreffed him as 
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founded on the law of God, that whenever the He- 


other nation ; much more ought it to be done to a 
people, who are all of the dame blood, and the 
greateft part of them loyal fubjeéts_ to the king.” 
Joab replied, “* He had not any ill defign againtt the 
*< people of thecity ; all he required was, that the 

would deliver up the rebel Sheba, on doing which 
he would immediately raife the hege, and draw off 
his army. The woman begged him to defift for 
a fhort_ time, and his requelt fhould. be complied 
with, for that the head of Sheba fhould be thrown 
to him from the battlements. She then went to the 
principal people of the city, and expoftulated with 
themtothiseffect: ‘* Wille, (faid the,) like traitors, 
** fuffer your wives and children to perifh for the 
fake of a villain, whom none of you know? What 
has Sheba done for you that can balance the obli- 
gations you lie under to David ? Or, fetting afide 
all other arguments, how can you be jo unreafon- 
able as to fuppofe that you are able to refift the 
force of fo powerful an army as is even now be- 
fore you? Be quick in‘your determination, for 
on that depends either your fafety or immediate 
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immediately feized, his head cut off, and thrown 
over the walls to the foldiers. Joab, according to 
his promife, immediately raifed the fiege, and taking 
with him the head of Sieba, returned with his troops |, 
to Jerufalem. David was {0 pleafed with his fervices ;, 
on this occafion, that he laid afide his former wrath, 
and reinftated him in his office of captain-general ot “' 
-his army. Up Ae 
Some time after this there happened a moft dread- 
ful famine throughout the whole country ; and the 
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2 Sam. xix. 24. wholly free fram fufvicion of hypocrify. if 
Ziba negleéted or refuied to bring Mephibofheth an afs of his 
own, on which he might ride to David, itis unrcafonable 
fuppofe that fo great a man as he was fhould not be able ta pro* 
cure fome other beaft for the fame purpofe. 
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ruin.” This had the defired effeé&t: Sheba was g, 





follows: “* It has (fays fhe) been always a cuftom, a 
faved ov 
machiss> 


brews came before any city, to offer peace in the tine 
firit place, even though the inhabitants were of an- = 
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Yong continuance of it (which was for three years) 
made David fulpect ic did not proceed tronyany com- 
mon caule, buc that ic was infliéted by the immediate 
hand of God. He accordingly confulted the Divine 
oracle, to know the occafion of it, and received for 
anfer, that it arole trom Saul’s cruelty to the Gibe~ 
onites, in having killed great numbers contrary to a 
treaty Which had been facrilegioufly made between 
him and them, In confequence of this, David jent 
to the Gibeonites, to know what fatisfaction they de- 
fired ; who returned for antwer, thar, they expected 
he would deliver into their hands jeven of Saul’s 
potterity. David immediately complied with their 
demand, by fending two fons of Rizpah, Sauil’s con- 
cubine, and five of Michal, his eldett daughter, 
choofing to preterve Mephibofheth, from the great 
refpect he had for his father (a). Thete teven being 
delivered to the Gibeonites, they put them to death 
by hanging them on gibbets (4) ; and foon aiter the 
Almighty fent down rain (the want of which had oc- 
cafioned the famine) to nourith the earth, ‘Vhe ground 
was no longer parched; the country again flourifhed, 
and its accuftomed productions appeared in abun- 
dance. 7 ee : 

The calamity’of the famine was no fooner re- 
moved, than David’s attention was engaged in op- 
pofing the Philiftines, who, though they had been 
greatly humbled in the beginning of his reign, hav- 
ing yet fome gigantic men among, them, again waged 
war againit him. He accordingly marched out at 
the head of a confiderable army, and engaging them, 
obtained a complear victory. Jn this rencounter, 
however, he narrowly eicaped wich his life: for one 
of the Philiftines (a man of fo large a fize, that his 
lance weighed three hundred fhekels) feeing David 
alone, and quite fpent, turned fhort, and fuddenly 


‘dtruck himcothe ground: but Abifhai, the brother 


of Joab, coming atthe precife moment to his relief, 
not only preferved the king, but killed the Phi- 
liftine. The whole army-were fo fenfible of the king’s 
danger, and che interpofition of Providence for his 
fafety, that the officers boundhim, by an oath, never 


from that time, perfonally to engage in_ battle, left . 


his natural courage fhould involve him in the like, 
or worfe misfortunes, by means of which the nation 
would {uftain anirreparable lots, and the people be 
deprived of thofe diftinguifhed bleffings they had 
continually experienced under his government (c). 
Notwithitanding this defeat, the Philiitines were 
ftill determined to difturb the peace of Hrael. They 
rallied their forces, and three other cngagements took 
place between them and the army of David, in all 
which the Philiftines were defeated, and, among 
great numbers of others, four of their gigantic men 
were flain by David’s officers. ‘Fhe Jatt conquett 
fickened the Philiftines, and they relinguifhed all 
farther thoughts of interrupcing the Iraelites. 
David being now at leifure from the toils of war, 
employed his time in compofing hymns and pfalms, 
in different meafures (fuch as trimeters and penta- 
meters) to the glory of God. Thefe he ordered to 


(a) David had given Saul his oath ** that he would not cut 
off his fecd after him, nor deftroy his name out of his father’s 
houfe.” [Jad Saul’s family committed crimes worthy of death, 
David's oath would have been no reafon againft punifhing them 
according to their deferts;, and fuch punifhment, if deferved, 
had heen no breach of his oath. Lf David did not cut off his 
feed after him, fo as to deftroy his name out of his father’s 
houfe, he did not violate his oath to Saul. Now David did not 
cut cif one fingle perfon of Saul’s family, whofe death had a 
tendency to dettroy his name out of his father’s houfe. The feed 
is always reckoned by the males, and not the females of a fa- 
mily ; and the name in a father’s houfe could only be preferved 
by the male’s defcendants, 
tards, the fons of Rizpah, Saul’s concubine, who were not the 
legal feed of Saul ; and five of the fons of his eldeft daughter by 
Adriel (who could only keep up Adriel’s name, and not Saul’s 5) 
and hereby obferved, without the leaf violation, his oath to 
Saul, Nor one of the perfons he furrendered was capable of 
fucceeding Sau}, efpecially whilft any of the male branches were 
alive, Now, at this very time, Mephibofheth, Jonathan’s eldeft 
fon, dwele in David’s family at Jerufalem ; and though lame in 
his feet, yet he was found enough to be the father of a fon 
named Micha, who was atthis time old enough tu have children, 
and, indeed, had afterwards four fons, from whom defcended a 
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But David gave up only two baf- . 


JEWS: 

be fung by the Levites on their fabbaths, and other 
teftivals, accompanied with feveral mutfical inftru-- 
ments he had provided for the purpoile. . 

The cheif of thede inftruments were,_a ten firinged 
harp, which was touched with a quill; a pfalrery 
of twelve ftrings, played upon with the fingers; and 
deveral large cymbals of brats. 

The, king had at this time about him great num - 
bers of men ofthe moit approved courage, thirty- 
feven of whom he called his #orrhies, they having 
performed exploits of the mott dangerous and lure 
prizing nature. Of thefe we fall only take notice 
of the actions of five, by which atolerable idea may 
be tormed of the atchievements of the reft. 

The firft of thele was Liam, the fon of Achem, 
who, in one encounter, broke into the ranks of the 
enemy, and, with his own hands, laid Soo dead at his 
feet. 

The next was Eleazar, the fon of Dodo, who dil- 
tinguifhed himéelf for his great valour and ftreneth, 
in an engagement at which David was pretent. ‘The 
Philiitines were fo numerous, that the Hraclites gave 
way and fled ; but Kleazar maintained his ground, 
and encountering the enemy, made fucha dreadful 
laughter among them, that his {word in a man- 
ner ftuck to his right hand with their blood. ‘This 
example of bravery animated the whole army, who 
immediately returned, and falling vigoroufly on the 
Philiftines, they were totally defeated, and the greater 
part flain. 

The third was Sebas, the fon of Thus. 
alfo, in an engagement with the Philiftines, main- 
tained his ground with fuch courage, after the H- 
raclites had given way, that he put them to flight, 
and, from his valour, obtained a compleat con- 
quelt, Vhefe three herocs, befides the teats already 
mentioned, performed one of 2 very fingular nature 
inconjunction. “he army of the Philiflines lay in 
the valley of Rephaim, between David’s camp and 
Bethlehem, where they had likewilea garrifon. Da- 
vid intimated a defire of having fome water from the 
wellof Bethlehem, which being heard by thefe three 
chiefs, they found their way through the enemy's 
camp, and having drawn fome water out of the well, 
returned uninterrupted (the Philiflines itaring at 
them with diftinguifhed amazement as they pafied) 
and prefented it to the king. When David under- 
ftood at what price it had been purchafed, even at 
the moft imminent hazard of their lives, he would 
not touch it, but giving God thanks for their fafety, 
poured it on the ground as an offering to the Lord. 

The fourth of thete champions was Abifhai, the 
brother of Joab, who, in one day, flew 300 of the 
Philiflines with his own hands. : 

The fifth and Jaft we fhall mention was Benaiah, a 
man of a facerdotal family, Ie was challenged by 
two brothers (Moabites) famous for their milicary 
exploits, whom he fought and flew. Fle likewile 
engaged with an Egyptian, a man of prodigious 
ftrength and fize. His adverfary was well provided 
witharms, and himfelfalmoftdetencelefs; butclofing 
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numerous pofterity, amounting in the whole (fons and grand. 
fons included) to not lefs than one hundied and fifty. Uhis was 
undoubtedly a farther proof that David did not violate his oath 
to Saul in his treaty with the Gibconites ; but, on the contrary, 
that he took every meafure his thoughts could projet of flriétly 
preferving it. 

(6) The facred text informs us, that, as foon as Rizpah knew 
of this, fhe had a tent, made of fackcolth, pitched near the place, 
in which the refided, and kept watch night and day, to prevent 
the birds and beats from doing any hurt to the dcad bodies. 
That when David was informed of her pivus care, he was moved 
thereby to take up the bones of Saul, and Jonathan his fon, 
(which had been buried ucder a tree at Jabeth.Gilead) and, to- 
gether with thefe feven fufferers of the fame family, gave them 
an honourable interment in the fepulchre of Kifh, the father of 
Saul, at Zelah, in the count:y of Benjamin. 

(¢) The prohibition of David’s going again to battle is thus 
beautifully exprefled in the feriptures: * Thou fhalt go no more 
out with us to battle, that thou quench not the light of Ifrael 0 
2 Sam. xxi. 17. Good kings are, in feripiure, juflly called the 
light of the people, (1 Kings xi. 36.) becaufe the beauty and 
glory, the conduét and direétion, the comfort and fafery, and 
welfare of a people, depend on, znd are derived from, good 
kings. 
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with him, he wrefted his fpear from his hands, and 
killed him with his own weapon. But he performed 
another atchievement {till more extraordinary than 
the former. A lion had fallen into a pit from whence 
he could notexrricate himfelf; and there being at the 
Jame time a deep fnow, the mouth of the pit (being 
narrow) was almoft clofed, which occafioned the 
lion to fet up a moit hideous roar. Benaiah, direct~ 
ed by the noile, went to the place, and immediately 
defcending into the pit, itrack the lion with his 
club, and killed him. 

Such were the exploits performed by thefe five 
champions; and the other thirty-two were no leis 
diftinguithed for their military prowefs. 

David, whatever was the occafion of it, fuddenly 
took it into his head that he would know the num- 
ber of his people, forgetting the command of Motes, 
who had faid, that, on fuch occafions, there fhould 
be an oblation of half a fhekel by the head offered 
to the Lord. We accordingly gave orders to his 
chief officers to go through the whole kingdom, and 
bring him an account of all the people. Joab en- 
deavoured to remonttrate againft it, ina manner more 
modett than was cuftomary wich him: but the king’s 
orders were pofitive; upon which Joab, with other 
officers to affift him, began on the eaft fide of the 
river Jordan, went round bythe other parts of Ca- 
naan, and returned to Jerufalem at the end of nine 


. months and twenty days. By the elftimate he brought 


there appeared to be 8co,cco men fit to bear arms, 
and 500,000 in the tribe of Judah only; exclufive of 
the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, whom he had not 
numbered. 

David had no fooner received the account than his 
heart mifgave him. He knew he had offended the 
Almighty in what he had done, and intreated par- 
don by_ the moft fervent prayers and fupplication. 
Soon after the prophet Gad was fent to him with an 
offer of three things for his choice; namely, a feven 
years famine; a perlecution from his enemies for 
three months; ora peftilence for three days. The 
choice of fuch great evils exceedingly perplexed and 
confounded David. “* If (fays he) I choofe the fa- 
‘* mine, it will appear as if I had more care for my- 
*¢ felf than my people, as it is very unlikely I thould 
“© be diftreffed forthe want of bread. If 1 choofe a 
** courfe of unfuccefsful battles with the enemy, it 
“© will appear the fame, having {trong holds and caf- 
* tles to which I can fly for jafety. But for che laft, 
“itis a calamity common as well to kings as fub- 
© jeéts, and which ftrikes terror into all without dif- 

* tinétion.. I had rather fall into the hands of God, 
* than thofe of our enemies.” David having made . 
choice of the peftilence, God was pleafed to fend it 
immediately among the people, and it raged with 
fuch irrefittible violence, that ina very fhort time it 
took off no leis than 70,cco fouls. It began in the 
extreme part of the kingdom, and made hafty ad- 
vances towards Jerufalem, which, when the king 
and the inhabitants heard, they cloathed themfelves 
in fackcloth, and, with all humility, cried unto 
God for mercy. 

A little before the offering up of the evening fa- 
crifice, there appeared an angel (a) over Jerufalem, 
brandifhing a flaming {word, as if going to deftroy 
it; upon which David exclaimed, “* Lord, punifh 
*¢ the fhepherd, but preferve the fheep: pour down 
* thy wrath on me and my family, but let me be- 
* teech of thee ro {pare the innocent people ; for ’tis 
* J alonewho have offended thee.” The Almighty 
was pleated to liften to his prayers, by immediately 
putting a ftop to the peftilence, He alfo ordered 
David, by the mouth of the prophet Gad, to go, 
without delay, to the threfhing-floor of Araunah, 
the Jebufite, there to ereét an altar, and offer up fa- 
crifices. David obeyed the Divine commands; and 
when he came to the place found Araunah threfhing 
his corn, who no fooner faw David than he ran to 
meet him, and after paying reverence, afked him 
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fa) The judgment againil David for his tranfgreffions was 
fufficiently vifibic, otherwife he could not have feen the form that 
the deflroying angel aflumed ; but here we find, that asa molt 
pious man and a good fovereign, he repents of thofe fins he 
had conimitted in the moft voluntary manner; and while 
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why he came there, and what commands he had for 
his fervant. ‘* I came (fays David) to purchate 
** your threfhing-floor, in order to raife an altar on 
“* ir, and to offer facrifices to God.” Araunah re. 
plied, ‘* Not only my threfhing-floor, but all thar I 
‘* have is at my lord’s fervice gratis; and I humbly 
* befeech God that he will be pleafed to accept your 
“¢ facrifice.” David thanked him for his generous 
offers, but told him, he could not accept of them ; 
for that it muft be a purchate, and not a gift, as it 
would not be right to offer a dacrifice at the expence 
of another. He therefore gave him fifty fhekels of 
filver for the threfhing-floor and fome oxen, and p,.4 
immediately offered up facrifices to God, who, in wits; 
confequence thereof, was pleafed to reinftate him in va 
his favour, ‘This was the place where Abraham 9% 
brought his fon Ifaac to facrifice; but juft as he was ania, 
about to commit the deed, there fuddenly appeared 
peas which he took, and facrificed initead of his 
on. 

David was fo happy in the thoughts of -his pray- 
ers being received by the Almighty, and his facrifices 
accepted, that, as a memento, he called the whole 
place The Altar of the People, and refolved to build a 
temple in it to the honour ot Ged. This was agree- 
able to what was afterwards predicted by the Al- g23" 
mighty, who fent his prophet to tell David, that a tenp:, | 
temple fhould be built in that place by his fon, who 
fhould fucceed him in the government of Hrael. In 
confequence of this prediction he thought his time 
could not be better employed, than in making fome 
necefflary preparations tor fo great a work. He there- 
fore appointed people to take an account of all the 
ftrangers in his dominions, then umber of whom, 
upon an eftimate given, amounted to one hundred 
and eighty thoufand. Of thefe he appointed eighty 
thoufand to be hewers of ftone, and the reft to be 
labourers, except three thoudand five hundred, who 
were to act as fuperintendants over the reft. He 
likewife got together great quantities of iron, brais, 
and cedar woods; the latter of which, by his_par- 
ticular requeft, was fent him from Tyre and Sidon. 
When his friends afked him the caufeof his gather- | 
ing together all thefe materials, he told them, they 
were to lie by till his fon fhould have -occafion for | 
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them in building the temple, when it would both 
fave time, and be the means of expediting the work, 
for as yet he was too young and inexperienced to en- 
ter upon fo important an undertaking. 


CHAP. XI. 


David gives Solomon orders for the building of a tent 
ple. Adonijab claims the ficceffion. His [chemes are 
Sruftrated. David caufes Solomon to be anointed king. 
Addreffes the people and his fon Solomon, who is declar- 
ed king a fecond time. 


OME time after this David fummoned together p,,1, 

J the princes of the refpective tribes, accompa: ctr: 
nied by his fon Solomon to the Jatter of whom he 

gave a ftrict charge, that, as foonas he came to the ,* 

throne, he would immediately enter upon the buiid- u: 
ing of a temple to the honour and worfhip of God. 
“© IT would have done it (fays he) myfelf, but being 
* frequently in war,and confequently polluted with 
* blood, I was exprefsly forbidden by the Divine 
“© command, and the work referved for you, my 
** fon, whom God has prediéted fhall fucceed me 
inthe kingdom. L.et me, therefore, befeech you, 
fince the Almighty, even before you was born, de- 
** figned you to be king, to endeavour to behave 
yourfelf in all things worthy of his Providence, by 
ftriétly obferving piety, juftice, and fortitude. 

Keep his commandments and laws, as taught us ,;, 

“© by Mofes,and fuffer not others to tranfgrefs them. bo 
As to the temple, which God has appointed you 
to buildin your reign, I beg you will atrend to it 
with the greateft diligence, and be not in the leaft 















he looks upon himfelf as the procuring caufe of all the 
evils that had happened, he begs that God would wreak 
his vengeance upon him, and not upon his people, who wert 
innocent. 


difpirited 
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apartment, and confirmed all fhe had faid relative to Nahin 
the conipiracy. In contequence of this David im- (epee 
mediately declared Solomon his tucceilor, and com- Barhihetes: 
manded Zadock, thepricit, Nathan, the propher, and tes. 
Benaiah, the captain of his guards, with the orher 
officers and minitters of ftate, to mount Solomon on 
the mule (4) he was accuftemed ro ride himielf; and 
having in this manner conducted him to Gihon, Za- py oN 
dock and Nathan should anoinz hint with holy oih3 o:demsio 
after which, by found of trumpet, they fhould pro- ancien 
claim him king. All this was accordingly done; ov" 
atter which Solomon was conducted back to Jerula- scenes. 
lem, amidit the fhouts and acclamations of the 
people. 

When Adonijah and his company heard of thete 
proceedings (which was at the time they were jult on 
the point of proclaiming him_ king) they were al) 
thrown into the uemoit contufion. — Fearful of the * 
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« difpiriced at the importance of the undertaking; 
« for it fhall be my care to have all the materials in 
‘¢ readinefs againft you fucceed to the government. 
“ [have already laid up cen thoufand talents of gold, 
and an hundred thoufand of filver; but of brats 
“ and iron a quantity not to be fummed 5 and of 
« wood and ftone an immenfe ftore :_ befides whichI 
« have engagect many thoufands of carpenters and 
“ inafons, whom you can readily fupply with all ne- 
“ ceffaries. Attend, therefore, diligently to your 
« Bulinels, che Anifhing of which will be fo accept- 
“ able to God, that he will be your perpetual pro- 
« tector: you will live happy, and die in peace. 
Llaving {aid this, he exhorted the princes of the 
Lowsthe pribes to affi(t his fon in the underraking, and to be 
particularly attentive to their religious duties, in do-: 
he Ing which they would be rewarded with the fruits 
Bewkmg of peace, and a happy adminiftration. He defired, 











ay 


David repaired to the king, and having 
Ree? with Adonijah’s conipiracy, begged him to name her 
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that when the temple was finifhed, they would place 
the ark therein, and all che facred veflels belonging to 
it, for the reception of which, he faid, a temple 
ought to have been buile long ago, if their forefathers 
had not neglected the commands of God when they 
firft got potieffion of that conutry. Thele laft ex- 
hortations David gave not only to his fon, but alfo 
to the princes. ae a 7 

Though David was at this time only feventy years 
of age, yethe became very infirm, and was aMicted 
with a difeafe, relembling the dead pally, which fo 
chilled his blood, that he could not_be kept warm, 
more efpecially in his bed. In confequence of this 
« confultation was held among the phyficians, who 
advited, that, to fupply him with natural heat, a vir- 
gin fhould lie in the fame bed with him, Accord- 
ingly one Abifhag, a young and beautiful woman of 
Shuram, belonging to the tribe of [ffachar, was 
brought to him, and made his concubinary wite ; buc 
David had never any carnal knowledge of her, be- 
ing, from his infirmities, incapable of poffefling con- 
nubial enjoyments. Be tes 

David, being now grown almoft inactive from 
natural infirmities, Adonijah, who (next after Abla- 
lom) was his eldett fon, taking advantage of his im- 
pertections, entertained thoughts of affuming the 
fovercignty, ona prefumption that his father either 
could not, or would not, obftruct him. He was, 
indeed, a prince of exquilite beauty, greatly admired 
by the people, and particularly indulged (a) by his 
father. Ele was much of the fame difpofition as his 
brother, and followed the fame meafures, having fet 
up a pompous equipage, retained a prodigious num- 
ber of attendants, and lived in the moft fumptuous 
manner, : 

sdonijah had gained over to his party Joab, the 
general of the torces, and Abiathar, the high-prieft, 
by whofe advice he invited all his brothers, (except 
Solomon,) and all the great men of Judah, (except 
Nathan, the prophet, Benaiah, captain of the guards, 
and the officers of the army, who, with Zadock, the 
prieft, were not for him,) to a furmptuous entertain- 
ment, the defign of which was, as {oon as the com- 
pany began to be merry, to proclain him king. 

Nathan, the prophet, who knew God’s defigna- 
tion, David’s choice, and the peoples’ intereft, hav- 
ing received intelligence of the meeting appointed by 
Adonijah, gave information of it to Bathfheba, 
tlrongly advifing her to go to the king, and prefs 
him, inthe moft urgent manner, immediately to de- 
clare Solomon his fucceffor, things being come to 
fuch an extremity, as to threaten the moft imminent 
danger. 

Bathfheba, taking Nathan’s advice, immediately 
acquainted him 


jon Solomon his fucceffor, agreeable to the promife 
he had formerly made, and ratified with an oath. 
While fhe was with the king, Nathan entered the 
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fa) tis remarked of David, that one of his great faults, and 
what led him into many premunires, was, his extraordinary in- 
dulgence of his children, of whom hewas {9 fond, that he feems 
to have overlooked their errors, and not renroved them, though 
he was beund to do it by a plain law, (Levit. xix. 17.) and 
cozid not bat know that the high-prieft, Eli, was feverely punifh- 
ed for fuch negleet. 

c#J In thele days it was a capital offence to ride upon the 

No. Io, 


contequences that might enlue, they immediately dif- 
perfed, and each fhitted for himtelf Adonijah, 
their leader, fled to the alear tor ianétuary, where he 
continued for fome time, til, having obtained of 
Solomon a promife of lite, on condition that he 
would never make any future attempt againtt his go- 
vernment, he was admitted into the king’s prefence, 
where he made his obedience to Solomon, in token of 
thankfulnels for his prefervation, and in acknow- 
ledgment of his fuperiority. 

David, thinking the inauguration of Solomon kad 
been coo haity and private, determined to have it re- 
peated ina more public manner, in the city of Je- 
rulalem. On this occalion he iummoned all the 
princes of the tribes, together with the priefts and 
Levites, among whom, on examination, there ap- 
peared to be 38,000, from thirty to filty years of age. 
Out of thele he appointed 23,000 to attend the butld- 
ing of the temple; 6,090 as judges over the peopie ; 
4000 as porters to the Houle of God; and as many 
chorilters to attend Divine fervice, and play on the 
inttruments he had made for the purpole. Whefe he 
divided into families; and, on deparating the pricfts 
from the reft of the tribes, found them to confitt of 
twenty-four ; fixteen deicended from Eleazar, anc 
eight from Ithamar. He appointed that each dhould 
attend the temple certain days, that is, from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath. The lots of the whole were calt in 
the prefence of David, Zadock and Abiathar, the 
prieits, and the heads of the tribes. “Vhat loc that 
came out firft took the pre-eminence, and the rett in 
their turns as they happened co be drawn. He allo 
divided the tribe of Levi into twenty-four parts, or 
claffes, who, by lot, were to atcend the priefts in the 
performance of rchigious duties. But the greateft 
honour he conferred on the pofterity of Moles, to 
whom he committed the truftof the holy treafures, 
and the donations that might arife from royal bene- 
factions. 

After this he divided his whole army into twenty- 
four parts, with their captains, centurions, and cri- 
bunes, Each divifion confilted of 24,000 men, who, 
in their turns, were to guard king Solomon thirty 
days together, attended by their centurions and cri- 
bunes; andover each divifion was placed an officer, 
aman of probity and integrity, asa judge, to admi- 
nifterjuftice. He likewileappointed overtcers of che 
king’s treafury, vineyards, lands, flocks, herds, d¢c. 

Having made thete regulations, David called to- 
gether an affembly of the magiftrates, princes of the 
tribes, the officers of the army, and thofe who had 
the care of the revenue; when, placing limfcelfon an 
eminence, he addrcfled them as tollows : 


** Brothers, and countrymen, 


*¢ The reafon of my having called you together is 
to inform you of my ardent defire that a temple 
fhould be erected to the honour of God; for the do- 
ing of which [ have laid up great quantitics both of 





king’s afs or mule, to fit upon the throne, or to handle his 

fceptre, without his orders ; whereas, on the contrary, to have 

the honour to ride on the king’s beaft, by his appointment, wis 

the higheit dignity that could be beflowed on a fubjeél. It was 

always confidered in this Jight by the Perfians, as appears from 

be flory of Mordecai, in the fixth chapter of the Buok of Lil 
er. 


er 


sold 


Alban 
flies to the 
altar. 


Obtains fore 
givenels. 


David dif. 
tobutes the 
pricits, and 
Levites, a 
potters i 
clalles, and 
aliens then 
their fevewal 
offices. 










‘Takes the 
like method 
with the 
arUys 


Appoints 
1GVENUE Che 
Gees, 


Addreffs 
the Jeading, 
When tan~ 
cerning the 
temple, 


Lid 
gold and filver. God, by his prophet Nathan, has 
forbid me doing it myfelf, on account of my having 
embrued my hands in the blood of your enemies ; 
but he has appointed my-fon and fucceffor to execute 
it inmy ftead. Now, finceyou knowour forefather Ja~ 
cob had twelve fons, and Judah was appointed king 
over them; and thas I, having fix brothers, was pre- 
ferred to them, and received the kingdom at thehands 
of God, to their datisfaction,; I therefore entreat my 
fons not to be concerned in any rebellion againft So- 
Jomon, who now hath received the government, but 
to believe God chofe him to be king, and, on «that 
account, with pleafure, pay obedience to his autho- 
rity. If God had been pleafed that a ftranger fhould 
have enjoyed the chief command, it would have been 
the duty of every one chearfully to have owned their 
allegiance to him; but nowa brother has arilen to fo 
high a pinnacle of honour, how great ought to be 
your joy at fo happy an appointment! My prayer is, 
that the promifes God has vouchfated to make may 
have the delired effet ; and that the peaceful admi- 
niftration under the reign of Solomon, my fon, (faid 
David's pare David, addreffing himielf to Solomon,) will be af 


icular ad ; : : 
freftesto  furedly confirmed to you, if you live an holy life, do 
Solomon. juftice, and preferve the laws of your country; but 


if you do not, you will live miferable, and die un- 
lamented.” 


‘When David had finifhed his fpeech, he gave his 

Delivers fon, in the prefence of all the people, a plan of the 
him the mo- Intended temple; the foundation and fuperftruéture 
temple, and Of it; the heighth and breadth; the number of pri- 
the order ~~ vatecells, with theirdimenfions; and how many veffels 
and form of “fhould be provided of gold and. filver, with the pre- 
ry apparatus Cife weight of each; after which he exhorted him to 
undertake the building with the utmott chearfulnefs. 

a He then defired the princes of the tribe of Levi to 
pe aaa give their affiftance in the undertaking, not only in re- 
thetribeof ard to his fon’s youth and inexperience, but in re- 
Levi to lend verence to the Divine commiffion. He told them 
ies aid the work could not be attended with any great diffi- 
excafion, culty, he having already provided many talents of 
gold, but ftill more of filver, great ftore of wood, 
emeralds, and all other kinds of precious ftones, 

with a prodigious number of mafons, carpenters, and 

other workmen. “ I have, likewife, (fays he,) re- 

“* ferved 3000 talents of the pureft gold, out of my 

** own ftore, for adorning the holy place, and the 

* chariot of God, that ts, the ark, which is to be 


aoa 


“* panded wings will cover the whole.” 


The purport As foon as David had done fpeaking, not only the 


of David's princes and priefts, but likewife the whole multitude, 
vaiverfaitly thewed their zeal tor promoting the work, every one 
approved, COntributing fomething in proportion to their cir- 


cumftances. They likewife promifed to contribute 
10,000 talents of gold, as many of filver, and the like 
number of fhekels. In fhort, fo great was the zeal 
of the peopie for having this work executed, that if 
any perfon had in his poffeffion a precious ftone, he 
broughtit to David to be put into the treafury, the 
care of which was entrufted to one Jalus, a deicen- 
dant of Mofes. 


David was fo pleafed at this great readinefs of the 


people to facilitate the work, that he offered up his - 


prayers to God on the occafion, calling him the Fa- 
ther and Creator of the univerie; the Mafter of all 





(a) The fenfe of the two charges given by David to his fon 
Solomon relative to Joab and Shimei, are thus expreffed by the 
learned Bithop Patrick. Speaking of the firlt, he fays, “« Thou 
«* rememberett what Joab did unto me; with what infolence he 
** treated me in the time of the war againit Abfalom; how, 


“* contrary to my orders, he flew him, and afterwards talked to - 


‘© me in a meancing and imperious manner, Thou remem- 
** bere whac he did to Amafa, whom I intended to have put 
“Cin his place, and made the general of all my forces ; and 
** what to AGuer, who adhered to the houfe of saul, The in- 
** jury done to thefe two brave men redounds upon me, fince 
“* they were both under my proteétion, and both murdered, 
“e bately murdered, becaufe | had an efteem for them 3 and till 
** juitice be done to cheir murderer, (which I, in my life-time, 
“* have had uot power to do) their innocent blood wiil not depart 
‘8 from my boufe. Do thou, therefore, takecare to afloil it3 and 
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things both divine and human; the preferver of the 
Hebrew nation, and the fountain of all that happy 
and peaceable government they had fo long enjoyed, 
He then wifhed all happinefs to the people in future, 
and commanded them to offer up their praifes to God, 
They immediately obeyed his commands, fell on the 
ground, and worfhipped; after which they unani- 
moufly returned their thanks to David for the great § 
benefits they had received under his adminiftration. 4 


Boox yy, 





The next day (after offering up facrifices in ‘abun. tlt 
dance) Solomon was again anointed, and acknow. ‘tae 
Jedged, by all the people, their lawful king. He ~~ 
was afterwards concuéted to the palace, and placed 
on_ his father’s throne, from which time the people 
paid him their true allegiance. Zadock, by the ge. 
neral voice of the people, was declared high-prieit, 
in the room of Abiathar, who had publicly efpoutfed 


the intereft of Adonijah. 


CHAP. XII. 


David's laft charge to his fon Solomon. His death and 


burial, 


SHORT time after this, David perceiving his dif. iki: 
A folution was near at hand, called for his fon So- y,.0.4 
lomon, and gave him this, his laftexhortation: ‘ [ aves 
“© am now (fays he) going ajourney common to all, ms 
S¢ but to a place from whence no traveller returns. ““" 
s¢ Wherefore, while I am.yet living, lee me remind 
S* you of thote things I have before Said to you; 
‘© namely, that you exercilfe your authority with 
“* juflice over your fubjects, humbly obey God, 
*¢ who has been pleafed to beftow the government on 
“* you, and carefully obferve thofe laws and com- 
** mandments which he has tranfmitted to you from 
** our great legiflator Moles. Be caretul that you 
** are not induced to violate thefe injunctions, either 
** from the flatteries of your courtiers, your own 
* corrupt defires, or any other caufe whatever. If 
** you do, be affured your great and Divine Pro- 
* tector will immediately torfake you; whereas, 
*© on the contrary, if you behave yourfelf towards 
** him as you ought, and as I moit fincerely with, 
“© you will confirm the kingdom to your pofterity ; 
‘© no other houfe but ours will fway the iceptre of 
“© the Hebrews, but it will be continued to you 
‘* and yours for ever. Forget not the crimes of 
s© Joab, who, through jealoufy, put to death two 
“* juft and faithful generals, namely, Abner, the fon 
*° of Ner, and Amafa, the fon of Ithra: punith 
** him for their deaths, as you fhall think fit; for 
** being more powerful than myfelf, he has hitherto 
“© efcaped the threats of juftice. F befeech you to 
** do all the good offices you can for the fons of 
“* Barzillai, the Gileadite, not under the Hght of an 
** obligation, but as an acknowledgement for the 
** great benefits I received from their father dur- 
** ing my banifhment, which I reckon as a debt in- 
** cumbent on our whole family to difcharge. As 
“ for Shimei, the Benjamite, who reviled me in 
** the days of my perfecution, and whom I after- 
‘© wards pardoned, you may aét with him as you 
*° think proper; but I would not have him efcape 
** unpunifhed”. (4) 
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A fhort time after David had delivered this ex- py 
hortation to his fon, he gave up the ghoft, in me pie t? 
7i Ct Lies 





«© whenever he commits any tranfgreflion againft thee, let the 
‘* blood of thefe two valuable men be charged to his account; 
* and let him, as he has long deferved, be put to death.” 
Speaking of Shimei, he fays, ‘* ‘Thou haft Shimei with thee, 
*€ and fome fhare, perhaps, he may have in thy favour; but 
“« truft him not; he is no friend to kings, or kingly power 
*« Remember what he did to me in my diltrefs; how bitterly, 
«© how virulently he curfed me to my face; and I make no 
** doubt, but that he would do the fame to thee in the like cit- 
** cumftances. I forgave him in my exile, becaufe I looked 
upon him as an_inftrnment in God’s hands, to humble‘me 
‘© for my great offence. I forgave him, in my return home, 
‘© becaufe he came to me when my heart was open, and un- 
willing to damp the joy of my refloration with che effufion 
** of any blood. I promifed him his life; and Jet not that 
*« promife be violated in my days: but whasz J did is no rulé or 
1 «¢ obliganon 
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ar of his age, and _4oth of his reign; feven of 
7c : he governed in Hebron, and thirty-three in 
Jerulalem (2). 


He was a man of moft diftinguifhed courage, and 
poffeffed all the qualits neceffary for the forming of 
agreat king. He was temperate, meck, bountiful, 
and humane, and never ftained the greatnels of his 
authority in any initance, except in the cale of 
Uriah’s wife. He lett a greater treafure behind him 
than had been done by any of his predeceflors ; and. 
the purpotes to which he affigned the greater part of 
jc rendered his name immortal (bd). 


He was buried at Jerufalem with great pomp and 
magnificence ; and his fon Solomon depofited in his. 
monument an ineftimable treafure. Some idea may be 


rr 


«¢ obligation tothee. Let him not die, however, for his of- 
«© fence againft me; but rather watch his condnét, and, if he 
« ghould chance to give thee a frefh occafion, be fure to lay 
« hold of it, becaufe it is not in his nature to be a good fub- 
«6 jet.” 

ta) David was buricd, with great pomp, in that part of the 
city of Jerufalem which himfelf had taken from the Jebulites, 
and called, after his own name, The City of David. His {e- 
pulchre was always held in the greateft veneration by the Jews. 
it was in being in St. Peter’s time ; for fo he tells the people, 
Aas ii, 29. Dio (in the life of Adrian) informs us that part 
of it was fallen down in the emperor Adrian’s reign. Modern 
travellers defcribe fome magnificent monuments hewed in arock 
not far from Jerufalem, which are doubtlefs very antient; but 
they do not agree that they are the fepulchres of the kings of 
Judah. Itis, however, fomewhat ftrange, that the place of 
David’s fepulchre (which both the Chaldeans and Romans, 
when they took Jerufalem, thought proper to fpare) fhould now 
be foentirely loft, that. for many years paft, not the leait traces 
of it have been to be found. But though Providence has fo 
ordered it, thatthe place of David’s fepulchre fhould not at pre- 
fent be known, yet there does not want an cternal monument 
of his moit excellent genius. The Book of Pfalms, which, for 
the molt part, was compofed by him, doth publifh the glory of 
its author more than the moft pompous eulogies ; and the fon of 
Sirach has confecrated an epitaph to his memory, which will 
femzin when brafs and marble fhall be no more. ‘* As the fat 
(fayshe) is taken away from the peace-offering, fo was David 
chofen from the people of Ifracl. He played with lions as 
with kids, and with bears as with lambs. He flew a giant 
when he was young, and took away reproach from the peo- 
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formed of the great riches Solomon depofited in his 
father’s tomb from the following circumftances. 


When Antiochus, furnamed the Pious, the fon of 
Demetrius, laid fiege to Jerufalem, Hyrcanus, the 
high-prie(ft, offered him a certain,fum of money if he 
would raife the fiege, and draw off his army. ‘Uhis 
propofition was accepted by Antiochus ; upon which 
Hyrcanus, not having any other method of fulfilling 
the treaty, broke open David’s tomb, from whence 
he took 30co talents of gold, with part of which he 
paid the fum agreed on, and Antiochus immediately 
raifed the fiege- 

Many years after this king Herod opened another 
partof David's tomb, from whence he took treafures 
of great value; of which we thall {peak more at 
Jarge in the Sixteenth Book of this work. 





«© ple; for he called upon the Molt High Lord, and he gave 
*¢ ttrength to his right hand to flay this mighty warrior, and to 
‘© fet up the horn of his people. So the people honoured him 
with ten thoufands, and praifed him in the bleflings of the 
Lord; for he dettroyed the enemies on every fide, and brought 
“© to nought the Phililtineshis adverfaries. In all his works he 
‘© pranfed the Holy One Mott High, and blefled the Lord with 
words of glory. He fet fingers alfo before the altar, that, by 
their voices, they might make fweet melody, and daily fing 
*© praifes in their fongs. He beautified their fealts, and tet 
“© their folemn times in perfect order.’ The Lord took away 
his fins, and exalted his horn for ever. He gave him a co- 
*« yenant of kings, and a throne of glory in Ifrael.”. 
Ecciefiaiticus, chap. xlvii. 2, &c. 

(4) A very learned and celebrated writer, in defcribing the 
charaéter of David, fays, that his life was loaded with fach a 
multiplicity of the mott fingular tranfations, that, togiveirin a 
compafs ufual to other diltinguifhed characters, would not be ta 
do him that juftice his great merit deferves, He then proceeds 
to relate the principal incidents that occurred from his firft be- 
coming popular to the period that produced his diflulution ; and 
concludes with the following obfervations: ‘* Such (lays he) 
** are the outlines of a Jewifh prince, whom Chriftians juftly 

extol as @ man after God’s own heart; whom God himielf 
called to_be king over Ifrael ; who faithfully anfwered the 
*¢ purpofe for which God raifed him ; in whofe family he ella- 
blifhed the throne; with whom he made an eveslatting co- 
venant; ard who was the great progenitor of the Mefliah 
himfelf, who now reigns over all, and fhall reign till all bis 
“* enemies are put under his feet.” 
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B O O K_ VIII. 


[Including a Period of about One Hundred and Seventeen Years.] 





CHAP. I. 


Solomon fucceeds his father on the throne of Irael. Ado- 
nijah concerts a fcheme for diff of effing him. Ile is af- 
Sifted by Abiathar, Faab, and Shimet. Solomon detetis 
the febeme, and avenges bimfelf on the authors. 


HE virtues and prowefs of king David, 


with the fingular benefits his fubjects de- 

rived from him, confidered both as aftatef- 

man andwarrior,during an aufpicious reign, 
have been fully treated of in the foregoing book. 


rKingsii, On his demife his fon Solomon, who had been by 
Solomon's him declared king of Ifrael, affumed the reins of go- 
acceffion to vernment amidft the joyful acclamations of the peo- 
whe throne ple, Ele received, upon the occafion, the congratu- 
amidthe  Jatory addrefies of the heads of all the tribes, with 
ons of the their warme{t wifhes that he might rule long and 
people. happily. 

Solomon, however, was no fooner feated on the 
throne, than a circumftance occurred, which, tho” 
difagreeable, laid him under a neceffity of putting 
into {peedy execution the commands of his dying fa- 
ther. Adonijah, his elder brother, who, during the 

4 life of David, made feveral bold attempts to gain 
Adonijah 4 > 
applies to © pofleMion of the regal authority, now epilicd to 
Baththebs Bathfheba, the king’s mother, and_faluted her with 


soobesin the thofe blandifhments which feldom fail of effect, When 
‘imitton'to he perceived that fhe was rendered complacene by 
marry Abi- his affiduities, he intimated, ‘** That though the 
Mies crown was his right both by jeniority, as well as the 
will of the people, yet, as it was transferred to Solo- 

mon, her fon, according to the Divine pleature, he 

was contented to act in fubordination to him, and 





(a) Ie was formerly very cuftomary among princes to em- 
ploy their officers, or greateft confidants, in fuch like execu- 
tions. Amongthe Romans the foldiers were always the per- 
fans who carried to prifon, to torture, or to execution, fuch as 
were found guilty of any offence 3 and this Hetcullian makes 
an argument to cilfuade Chriftians from engaging in the wars, 
leit thereby they fhould be obhged to imprifon, punifh, or exe- 
cute maicfactors. th. Dan. ii. 24. wercad, that ** Nebuchad- 
“© nezzar fent Arioch, who was chic! commander of his troops, 

o 
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fe fatisied with his prefent {tation ; that he 
ad only to requeft of her that fhe would ufe her 
intereft with her fon to obtain the royal confent to his 
taking Abifhag to wife.” Bathfheba immediately 
promued to comply with his requeft, and encouraged 
him to hope for a joyful event, perfuaded, that her 
fon would hardly refufe the joint petitions of two of 
his neareft relatives, in a matter of fuch importance 
as the prefent. She accordingly repaired to the 
king upon the fubjeé&t of Adonijah’s requeft. So- 
lomon received his mother with every token of duty 
and affection, conduéted her into he palace, and 
placed her ona throne at his righthand. “When fhe 
was feated, fhe entered upon the bufinefs, and in- 
formed her fon that fhe had a fuit to prefer, which, if 
he fhould refufe, would affect her in the moftienfible 
manner, Solomon, in the moft compliant terms, de- 
fired her to lay her commands upon him, as it was 
his duty to grant whatever fhe fhould afk. Without 
farther ceremony fhethen interceded with him for his 
royal permiffion that his brother Adonijah might 
take Abifhag to wife. 

The king, highly incenfed at the fubjeét of her re- 
queft, difmiffed is mother abruptly, obferving, “ that 


oc 


= been more explicit, and requefted of him the refig- 


nation of the kingdom to him upon the claim of je- 
niority, and efpecially as he had fuch powertul 
friends asJoab, the general, and A biathar, the high- 
_ prieft,to back his pretenfions.” Totruftrate at once 
his preflimptuous defigns, he fent for Benaiah, the 
captain of the guards, and commanded him to put 
Adonijah to death (a). 
high-prieft, before him, he told him, “* chat although 
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*€ to deftroy the wife men of Babylon,” becaufe they could not 
interpret his dream 3 and therefore we need lefs wonder that 
we find Solomon employing Benaiah, the captain of his guard, 
on the like office: but whether he did not firit drag him from 
the altar, before he flew him, for fear of polluting the holy 
piace with blood, or whether Salomon did not rather think # 
to have him killed even ac the altar, and lee all men fee tnat 
no place, though ever fo facred, fhould fecure any man from 
the hand of juitice, commentators have nor agreed. hi 
us 


Adonijah had afpiring views , that he might have ; 
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Summoning Abiathar, the 
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his treacherous behaviour merited death, he would 
{pare his lite in confideration of the tervices he had 
rendered fis royal father, and particularly the aifitt- 
ance he afforded in bringing back the ark ; but that 
as tor his punithment, he thould be for ever banifhed 
his pretence tor his perfidy in repeated inflances, and 
deprived of the dignity of the high-prieithood, as 
he had rendered himfelf unworthy of chat facred 
tunction.” ; 

‘This circumftance gave occafion for transferring 
wh the facerdoral dignity trom the family of Ithamar 
(ats had been foretold to Eli, the grandfather of Abi- 
athar) to that of Phineas, in the perfon of Zadock. 
‘Vhote who were of thé family of Phineas, but lived 
in private {tations during the time the high-prie(t- 
hood continued in the houfe of Ithamar, were, com- 
puting from Eli, the firtt that received it; Baccias, 
the fon of Jofeph ,; Jonathan of Baccias; Marceoth 
of Jonathan; Araphaof Marceoth; Achitobof Ara- 
pha; and Zadock, the fon of Achitob, who was firtt 
made high-prieit in the reign of David. 

Joab, the general, alarmed at the punifhment of 
dearh infliéted on Adonijah, and contcious that, from 
hisown treachery, he merited the 1ame, fled for fanc- 
tuary to the alrar, apprehending, trom che king’s 
known veneration for religion, that he fhould there- 
by be protected, But when the king was informed 
that Joab had taken fanctuary, he commanded Bena- 
jah to rate him from the altary and bring him to 
the tribunal of juitice, to anfwer the charge alledged 
againit him, Joab would not Jeave the altar, aver- 
ring, that if he muit die, he would die there. When 
Benaiah reported his rctolution to the king, Solomon 
conunanded his head cto be cut off there, us a juft pu- 
niiament for the execrable murders of Abner and 
@ Amata, the two capcains of the hoft, in violation of 
the laws of juitice, humanity, and honour. Orders 
were likewile given by the king to Benaiah to fee 
his body interred, anda memorial to pottery of his 
flagitious crimes, and an acquital of himfelfand his. 
rather from the imputation of rigour on the death of 
Joab. Benaiah, having executed his commands, fuc- 
ceeded Joab as commander in chief, as did Zadock, 
Albnathar as high-prieit. 

With refpeét to Shimei, Solomon gave exprefs or- 
ders, that he fhould build him an houfe in Jerufa- 
lem, be confined co that {pot, nor pats the brook 
Hebron upon pain of death. He was alfo enjoined, 
in confirmation of the king’s will and pleafure, to 
make a folemn oath to obey the orders. Shimei 
acknowledging the candour and clemency of the 
king, readily made an oath of compliance, and, leav- 
inst his own country, took up his abode in Jerulalem. 
About three years afterwards two of his fervants 
rin away from him, and hearing that they were 
at Crath, he went over the river in gueft of them. 
On his return the king received intelli ence of it; 
ind fuch was his difpleafure at his abufe of his cle. 
mency, and contempt of his commands, as well as 
violation of his own folemn oath, that he expreffed 
himtelf to the delinquent.in terms to the fol owing 
effect: “ Didit thou not Jolemnly fwear to me, that 
thou wouldtt never depart this city to the day of thy 
death ? Now, like an impious, perjured wretch, thou 
hatt violated thine oath, and for this moft heinous of 
crimes thou thaltdie, Remember, that Divine ven- 
Reance, fooner or later, will find out the offender, 
and thac forbearance will aggravate the punifhment. 
Juitice is due to the indignities thou didft offer my 
royal father, Think of thele things, and vindicate 
thyjelf if thou canft.” Upon this Benaiah put Shi- 
mei todeath at the king’s command. 
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Scomon efpoufes the daughter of the king of E pt. 
Repairs Meet of WE aly. fis i fiers 
tcydom, epulence, and powver, epi olary correfpon- 
dence Octween him and the king of'Tore Builds the 
tcuipi. Lapses into idoltatry throigh bis amours. 
ee "P afedition, Prediétion of the revolt of 
ee OS. 


SOLOMON having firmly eftablithed himfelf on 

~ his, throne, avenged himfelf of his enemies, and 

wonestiarea himtelf’ to his friends, took to wite the 
» 10. . 
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daughter of che king of Feypr. Pls next concern 
was to rebuild the walls or Jeruialem upon a more 
extenfive and detenfible plan than the former ; after 
which he applied hinielf to the adminittration of 
public juttice. Nor was his youth any inpediment 
to him in the execution of his duty as king, Te- 
ipecting either the awardingoft juilice, the enlorcing 
of the laws, or the fulfillment, with religious reve- 
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rence, the commands laid upon him by his venerable « 


father in his dying moments. Nay, his conduét was 

{uch in general, as might have become the gra- 
vity and judgment of an old and experienced mo- 
narch. : 

In this interval of profound peace both at home 
and abroad, he refolved to go to Hebron, and facri- 
fice toGod upon the brazen altar that was erected by 
Motes, in acknowledgment of the many mercies he 
had received. He accordingly repaired thither, and 
offered a thoufand victims for a burnt offering. This 
dittinguifhed inftance of pious zeal was fo pleafing 
in the fight of the Almighty, that he appeared to him 
in a dream the following night, and commanded him 
to afk of him fome gifts he was ready to beftow, as 
a reward for his dutitul and grateful regard. So- 
Jomon afked that which was molt excellent in it- 
felf, what the bountiful doaor could betlow with the 
greate(t approbation, and what was molt profitable 
for man to receive. He did not defire eithc: gold or 
filver, nor any of thole Sratifications, to which man- 
kind in general, and young pertfons in particular, 
aretoo tondly attached. On the contrary, his pe- 
tition was, “ Give me, O Lord, a found mind and 2 
“ good underftanding, whereby I may judge the peo- 
* ple according to truth and righteoutnels.?? ‘(his 
petition was fo acceptable to the Almighty, that he 
not only promifed him wifdom and underitanding in 
fuch a degree as no other mortal ever poflefied, buc 
glory, riches, and victory over his enemies; and fur- 
ther, that che government fhould remain in his tamily 
for many years, if he continued righteous and obedi- 
ent to him, and trod in the iteps of his pious father. 
When Solomon heard thefe words he awoke, leapt 
from his bed, worfhipped and gave thanks; after 
which he returned to Jerufalem, offered great facri- 
ae betore the tabernacle, and feafted ail the peo- 
ple. 

_In thofe days a difficult cafe was brought before 
him todetermine; and I think it neceffary to explain 
the matter, in order that the reader may form a 
judgment of Solomon’s abilities and rectitude, and 
that future kings may follow his example, in points 
which alfeét the interetts of their fubjects. 

_ f wo harlots appiied to him forjuitice. The plain- 
tif firft related her tale in words to this purport. 
“This woman, O king, and I dwell together in 
“one houfe, We both bore a fon at the fame hour. 
*° On the third day the woman again{t whom T pre- 
“ fer my complaint overlaid her ton and killed hina; 
** then taking mine to herfelf as I was afleep, Laid 
“* her dead fon in my arms. Being defirous, in the 
** morning, of giving the infant the breatt, ¥ found 
“it was not my own; and perfuaded thacit was this 
*© womian’s dead child, 1 demanded my owns but 
** noc being able to obtain him, Thad recourti to my 
© Jord Toye for juftice, Lor, as we were alone, 
© and there is no evidence to convict her, fhe ob- 
** ftinately perfeveres in a denial of the fa? 

When this woman had finifhed her tale, the king 
demanded of the other what fhe had to fay in her de- 
fence. Upon her denial of the charge brought a- 
painft her, and affirming that her child was living, 
and that of her opponent dead, and none prefene be- 
ing able to decide the point in controverly, the king 
devifed the following method of difcovering the 
merits of the caufe. He ordered both the dead and 
living child to be broughtin, then commanded one 
ofhis guards to fetch a fword, aid cut both the 
children in halves, that cach of the women might 
have half the living and half the dead child. ‘Uhis 
was deemed a trifling proceedings at firtt; bue it 
cauled the real mother of the living child co exclaim 
againit it, and confent that the child thould he de. 
livered to the other woman as her own, declaring 
fhe would be fatistied with the life of the child, and 
with the fight of it, alchough it were effcemed the 
other’s, “The other woman tubmitted ro the juclz- 
ment, and was ready to tee the chiid divided; nay, 
feemed to take a pleafure in fecings the misther tar. 
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mented. Now the king wifely inferring that their 
refpective behaviour, upon the occalion, was, from 
the impulle of their paffions, adjudged the child to 
her who cried out to fave it, as the real mother, and 
condemned the other as a wicked woman, who had 
not only killed her own ‘child, but was endeavouring 
to deftroy that of her friend (¢). This determination 
Solomon's was applauded by the multitude as an evident token 
tion univer- Of the King’s extraordinary fagacity, and they ever 
fally ap- after looked on him as a prince endowed with a Dis 
provele — vine underftanding. 


Solomon’s great officers were the following: Uri, 
the fon of Hur, prefided over the tribe of Ephraim, 
including Bethlehem. _Aminadab, who married the 
king’s daughter, had the region of Dora and the fea 
coait under him. The great plain was under Benaiah, 
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1 Kings iv. 
Principal 
officers. 


the fonof Achil. Healio governed all the country - 


as far as the river Jordan, Gabaris, the fon of Geber, 
ruled over Gilead and Gaulanitis, as far as mount 
Libanus, and had under him fixty large and well 
fortified citics. Ahinadab, who married another of 
Solomon’s daughters, directed the affairs of Galilee 
up to Sidon. _Baanah had the fea coaft about Afher. 
Lhe mountains Itabar and Carmel, and all the 
Lower Galilee to the farther fide of Jordan, was un- 
der the command of Jehofhaphat ; as was the whole 
country of the Benjamites under that of Shimei. 
And Tabar governed the country beyond Jordan. 
Thefe governors were all-under the fuperintendance 
of Shetheuteqant eeneral: 


The Hebrew nation, and particularly the tribe of 
Judah, were now in a flourifhing condition; for as 
they enjoyed the invaluable blefflings of peace and 
plenty, unmoletted by the diftraétions and tumults of 
war, they applied themfelves to agriculture and other 
arts, and by that means advanced both their fame 
and fortunes. 


Vhe people 
cultivate 
the arts of 
peace. 


The king had likewife other rulers, who were over 

the land of Syria, and other barbarous parts between 

.@ypt and Euphrates, and thefe collected the receipts 

from the tributaries. Thefe people contributed to- 

_ wards the daily fupply of the king’s table thirty mea- 

jhe msni- fures of meal, ten fat oxen, twenty oxen out of the 

cence and. 

{plendour of Pattures, and an hundred fat lambs, befides deer, 

Solomon. birds, fifh, and other {porting productions. He had 

do vaft a number of chariots, that there were forty 

thoufand ftalls provided for the horfes that belonged 

to them, befides twelve thoufand horfemen that were 

his guards; the half of whom were quartered at Je- 

rufalem near his perfon, and the. other half diftri- 

buted throughout the villages adjacent to the city. 

The fame officer who fuperintended the fupply of 

the king’s table was commiffary-general tor the 
houfhold. 


The wifdom and knowledge of Solomon were fo 
great, that he exceeded the ancients in philofophical 
attainments, and was infinitely fuperior to the Egyp- 
tians, who were reputed to be the moft accomplifh- 
ed people of their age. He alfo excelled the moft ce- 
Jebrated of his countrymen and cotemporaries : thofe 
were Athan, and Heman, and Calcol, and Dodan, 
the fons of Hemahon. He compofed fifteen hun- 
dred books of poems, and three thoufand of para- 
bles and fimilitudes. He wrote an hiftory of plants, 
from the cedar to the hyffop ; as alfo of beafts, and 
living creatures in general, for he was a confum- 
mate natural philofopher, and therefore perfeétly ac- 
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(a) The diffinguithed penetration and wifdom of Solomon 
in adjuiting this intricate affair,’ is not to be paralleled in any 
hittory, either facred or prophane. We new at once, that the 
only fign whereby to difcover the true mother, would be her 
affection and compaffionate tendernefs for the child ; and there- 
fore, in order to diltinguifh between the two, his bufinefs was 
to make trial of them. And if we fuppofe, that, when he com- 
manded the child to be divided, he {puke with a fedate coun- 
tenance and feeming earneitnefs (as the true mother’s petition 
to the king makesic apparent he did) then we may fuppofe far- 
ther, that not only the two women, butall the people prefent, 
were ftruck with horror, atthe thoughis of the defign being car- 
ried into execution ; which, when it ended in fo jufta decifion, 
quite contrary to what they expeéted, raifed joy in every breaft, 
and gave amore advantageous commendation to the judge. Ic 
is the opinion of forme, that Solomon made a diftevery of the 
truth antecedent to this experiment; that, by obferving che 
countenance, the manner of {peech, and all the motions of the 
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quainted with their refpective properties. Ee adapt- 
ed the univerfal knowledge with which God had fa- 
voured him to the good of mankind, according to 
their particular exigencies. He compofed incanta- 
tions tor the cure of difeafes, and left behind him a 
prefcribed method for the expelling of demons, and 
this method is of great force even at this day. I 
faw one Eleazar, in the prefence of Velpafian, his _, 
fon, his officers, and a multitude of his foldiers, dit- aria 
poffeffing people of demoniacal ipirits. This wag vena. 
his method: he put a ring, that had a root of one of 
thofe forts prefcribed by Solomon, to the noftrils of 
the perfon poffeffed, which, by the fmell, caufed the 
expulfion of the demon, when Eleazar, reciting the 
name and incantations of Solomon, adjured it never 
to trouble him more. Eleazar, in order to demon- 
{trate that he had fuch a power, placed a cup of wa- 
ter a little diftance from aman who was poffeffed, and 
adjured the demon, on his leaving the man, to over- 
turn it, and thereby make it known to the {pectators 
that he had quitted him. ‘This proved the extraor- 
dinary abilities of Solomon, to confirm which I have 
inferred this narrative. 







When Hiram, king of Tyre, who had lived in ,,, 
friendfhip with the late king of Ifrael, heard of So- tase 
lomon’s acceffion to the throne on the demife of ‘his = 
father, he fent ambaffadors to congratulate him on “* 
the occafion. Solomon, on their return, jent an epiftle 
to Hiram couched in the following terms : 





*¢ Solomon to Hiram greeting, 


°° Be it known unto thee, O king, that David, my 
father, would have built a temple to God; but _, | 
* being, during the whole courfe of his reign, en- >3""} 
“ gaged in wars, and fubduing his numerous ene- this. 
mies, he could not profecute his defign, and there- 
fore left it to me to accomplifh in a time of peace 

“ and tranquillity, according to the Divine pre- 

“¢ dition. That time I fhall now dedicate to that 

‘* folemn and important purpofe. Therefore I make 

© it my earneft requeft that thou wilt fend fome_ of 

*© thy fubjeéts with mine to mount Libanus, to affift 

*¢ in cutting down timber, in which the Sidonians 

* are more fikilful than our people. Their wages 

“© fhall be paid at fuch a rate as thou fhalt deter- 

S* mine.” 
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Solomon’s epiftle was highly approved by Hiram, 
who returned him this an{wer : : 


** Hiram to king Solomon greeting, 


** Nothing could have been more grateful to me 
than’to hear that the crown of your excellent fa- 
ther has devolved, through Divine Providence, to 
fo wifeand virtuous a fucceffor. Your defire fhall 
be punctually and chearfully complied with. I will 
iffue my command for the cutting down and ex- 
portation of fuch quantities of the faireft cedar 
and cyprefs trees as thou mayeft require. My 
fubjeéts fhall bring them to the fea fide, and 
fhip them away to what port thou pleafeft, in order 
that thy fubjects may tranfport them to Jerula- 
lem. In exchange thou wiltiupply us with corn, 
of which commodity we iflanders ftand much in 
need.’ 
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Copies of thefe epiftles remain to this day, being pv 
preferved not only in our own, but the Tyrian re- 





women, he difcerned the fecrets of their heart, and penetraied th 
to the bottom of the bufinefs; and that his commanding the ; 
children to be divided afterwards, was only to notify to the com- 
pany what he before had difcovered. -LIcwever this be, it may 
not be improper, upon this occafion, to mention an indance oF 
two of as fingular addrefles, though much inferior to this, in 
difcovering {uch fecsets as feemed to be paft finding ont. Suc- 
tonius, in his life of Claudian, tells us, that emperor difcovered 
a woman to be the mother of a young man, whom the would 
not own for her fon, by commanding her to be married to him; 
the horror of committing inceft having obliged her to dec!ae 
the truth. In like manner Diodorus siculus relates, that Ario- 
pharnes, king of the Thracians, being appointed to arbitraté 
between three men, who all pretended to be fons of the king of 
the Cimmerians, and claimed the fucceffion, found ont the true 
fon and heir, by ordering them to fhoot each man his arrow 
into the king’s body, which one of them refufing to do, wis 
deemed the lawful claimant. : 
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Ay eccact representation of Soromons TEMPLE. 
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cords ; fo that, for fatisfaction, any one may apply to 
the keeper of thofe records, in which will be found 
full confirmation of what we have advanced. I refer 
the reader to this proof coacquit my/Jelf of the charge 
of ftating any thing but matters of fact, or compiling 
an hiftory of fubjeéts doubtful and unauthenticatec 
in order to deceive and amufeat the fame time. The 
merit of an hiftorian centers in an undeviating adhe- 
rence to facts, from which, if he {werves, no confi- 
deration can exculpate him; fo that we defire nothing 
that we advance may be admitted, unlets we appear 
able to demont{trate its truth by the molt undeniable 
authority. 

Solomon was_highly pleafed with the ingenuous, 
and frank behaviour of the king of Tyre, in token of 
which he ordered him a yearly prefent of two thou- 
fand meafures of wheat, and likewile two thoufand 
vefléls of oil, and as many of wine, containing each 
fevencty-two quarts. his was an carneft of triend- 
fhip between thele two kings, which was daily more 
and more confirmed. 

The king Jaid a tribute on the people in general, to 

rovide thirty thoufand workmen, including artifi- 
cers and labourers, whofe employ he rendered ealy, 
by an impartial and candid diftribution of time. He 
appointed ten thoufand’ to cut timber upon Mount 
Libanus for the {pace of one month, who were then 
to be relieved by the next ten thoufand, and fo on 
throughout, by which means each ten thoufand were 
regularly and itatedly employed, and had an equal 
proportion of labour and reit.’ Adoniram was ap- 
pointed fuperintendant of the whole work. ‘There 
were alfo feventy thoufand ftrangers left by David, 
who were to_carry itones and other materials, and 
eighty thoufand ftone-cutters or mafons : of thete 
thirty-two thoufand were overfeers. ‘They were or- 
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the serps and have them wrought upon the moun- 
Br Kings vi. tain rea y to be conveyed thence to Jerufalem. Hi- 
Nalomonhe- Tam ’s people were alfo employed in this preparatory 
Boot work, 
** Solomon began to build the temple in the fourth 
ear of his reign, in the fecond month, which the 
Jacedonians call Artemifius, and the Hebrews jar; 


ey 


Eigypt. 
Tyre, and two hundred and forty years.after the 
building of that city. And the whole, notwithftand- 


different apartments contained in it, was fully com- 





efcription 


ae 
t . 
gekthetem. Was taken to build the famous heathen temple of 


pie. Diana in the city of Ephefus. 

By order of the king the foundation of the temple 
was laid very deep, and the materials were fuch.as 
would refitt the force of time and other incidents. 
Uhele were fo united and wedged into the rock, as to 
become a bafis for the fuperftruéture to be_ereéted 
over if. 
Sround to the roof. The height and length were 
each fixty cubits, and the breadth twenty. There 
was allo another building, of the fame dimenfions, 


temple was an hundred and twenty cubits : its front 
was to the eaft. The porch, next to the entrance, 
Was twenty cubits in length, ten in breadth, and an 
hundred and twenty in height. There were alfo 
buile round about the temple thirty {mall rooms, in 
the form of galleries, opening one into another: each 
of thefe raoms was five cubits in length and breadth, 
and in height twenty. Above thele were two other 
hoors of the fame form and proportion, reaching 
aitogether to the lower part of the fabric; for thete 
Galleries were raifed no higher than the top of the 
firit tory. The roof, thar covered in the whole, was 
ofcedar, and every partition had its peculiar roof, 
independent of any other, but they were all faftened 
together by long and large beams, fo that they ap- 
Peared but as one piece. Under thefe beams were 
ieveral difplays of carving and gilding. Indeed, the 
whole fabric was fo ornamented, that its tranfplend- 
ance dazzled the eye of the beholder. The whole 
ttructure of the temple was of polifhed ftone, put to- 
ether with fuch arr, that no joint was to be een, or 
the leaft fign of an inftrument of architecture, but 
as if, withourany ufe of them, the entire materials had 





dered to cut out large ftones for the foundation of 


four htindred and eighty years after their exit out of 
It was alfo in the reign of Hiram, king of 


ing its prodigious extent, and the great number of 


pleated in lefs time, by upwards of 190 years, than, 


‘The walls were all of white {tone, from the 


railed above it ; fo that the entire altitude, of the | 
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naturally united together; and the agreement of one 
pare with another, jeemed rather to have been the 
effect of Providence and nature, than the production 
of art or human invention. aot 

The king had an admirable contrivance for an 
afcent to the upper part, which was by winding 
ftairs, cut through the thicknels of the wall; for 
the fecond itory had not a large door at the ealt 
end, as the lower had. The infide of the temple 
was lined with cedar, and the junétion of the 
beams by iron-work added great ttrength to the 
building. 

Solomon caufed the temple to be divided into two 
parts; thatis, the inner part, or Holy of Holics, of 
twenty cubits {quare, which was inacceflible; and 
the other of forty cubits, which was affigned to the 
ule of the priefts, In the partition-wall, betwixt the 
inner and outer partof the temple, were large cedar 
doors, tuperbly gilded and elegantly carved.” There 
were ailo veils of different colours, beaucifully inter- 
woven with variegated fowers, to be drawn before 
thofe doors, 

He allo dedicated for the moft holy place twoche- 
rubims of mafly gold. Whey were each five cubits 
high, and had two wings itretched out to the fame 
extent; fo that with one wing they might touch the 
fouch fide, and with the other the north. With the 
other two wings they overtpread the ark, that was 
placed between them. 

The very floor of the temple was overlaid with 
gold. Inaword, there was no part, internal or ex- 
ternal, but what was covered with gold; nor was 
there any thing wanting that could contribute to 
ics {plendour and magnificence. 

‘Lhe king fent for an eminent artificer from Tyre 
whote name was Chiram. [dis mother was of the 
tribe of Naphthali, and his father, by extraction, an 
Hraclice. ‘Chis man’s chief ficill lay in working in 
gold, filver, and other metals. He was, therefore, 
employed in the molt curious pieces of mechanilin 
about the temple, according to the direétion of So- 
Jomon. He catt two brazen hollow pillars four fin- 
gers thick in the metals, eighteen cubits in height; 
and twelve in circumference. ‘Pwo chapiters of 
brafs for.the tops of the two pillars, five cubits each. 
Thefe were covered with a kind of brafs net-work ; 
and below them were flowers, or lily-work, of the 
fame contrivance, with two rows of pomegranates 
hanging down, an hundred ineach row. One of thefe 
pillars was placed at the entrance of the porch on the 
right-hand, and called Jachin ; the other on the left 
and called Boaz. . ° 

Solomon alfo caufed this artificer tomake a brazen 
fea, the figure of which refembled an hemifjhere. 
This veffel was alfo called a fea, from its largenels, 
for the Javer was ten feet in diameter, and caft of the 
the chicknefs of a palm. The middle refted on a 
ftout pillar, chat had ten fpirals round it, and that 
pillar was a cubit in diameter. Around it were 
Placed the figures of twelve oxen, facing, by three 
and three, the four cardinal points, north, eaft, well, 
and fouth. This brazen fea contained three thoutand 
baths. 

There were alfo made tenbrazen bafes for fo many 
quadrangular Javers: the length of each of thele 
bafes_was five cubits, and the height fix cubits. 
4The feveral pieces were catt apart, and then thus put 
together. ‘There were four {mall quadrangular pil- 
lars, one of which ftood at each corner. Theie had 
the fides of the bafe fitted to them on each quarter : 
there was a three-fold partition : every interval hada 
border fitted to fupport the laver, upon which was 
engraven in one place a lion, and in another place a 
bull and an eagle. The fmall pillars had {mall ani- 
mals engraven on the fides. Vhe whole work was 
clevated, and ftood upon four wheels, which were 
alfo caft, had knaves and fpokes, and were a foot and 
an half in diameter. It was admirable to obferve 
with what exactnefs the fpokes of the wheels were 
turned and united to the fides of the bafes, and, in- 
deed, the curious manner in which the whole was 
wrought. This was their ftructure. Certain fhoul- 
ders and hands ftretched our held the corners above 
upon which refted a thore {piral pillar, that lay undce 
the hollow part of the laver, re{ting upon the fore- 
feet of the eagle and the lion, which were adapted to 
them, infomuch that thole who viewed them would 
imagine 
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1 Kings vi. 


cords; ( that, for fatisfaction, any one may apply to 
the keeper of thofe records, in which will be found 
fullconfrmation of what we have advanced. I refer 
the reader co this proof coacquit mylelf of the charge 
of ttating any thing but matters of fact, or compiling 
un hiftory of fubjeéts doubtful and unauthenticated 
in order to deceive and amufe at the fame time. The 
merit of an hiftorian centers in an undeviating adhe- 
rence to faéts, from which, ‘if he fwerves, no confi- 
deration can exculpate him; fo that we defire nothing 
that we advance may be admitted, unleis we appear 
able to demonttrate its truth by the molt undeniable 
authority. 

Solomon was_ highly pleafed with the ingenuous 
and frank behaviour of the king of Tyre, in token of 


€ Which he ordered him a yearly prefent of two thou- 


fand meafures of wheat, and likewite two tchoufand 
vellels of oil, and as many of wine, containing each 
feventy-two quarts. ‘This was an ecarneft of triend- 
fhip between thefe two kings, which was daily more 
and more confirmed. 

The king Jaid a tribute on the people in general, to 
provide thirty thoufand workmen, including artifi- 
cers and labourers, whofe empoy he rendered ealy, 
by an impartial and candid diltribution of time. de 
appointed ten thoufand’to cut timber upon Mount 
Libanus for the fpace of one month, who were then 
to be relieved by the next ten thoufand, and fo on 
throughout, by which means each ten thoufand were 
regularly and itatedly employed, and: had an equal 
proportion of labour and relt, Adoniram was ap- 
pointed fuperintendant of the whole work. ‘There 
were alfo fevency thouland itrangers left by David, 
who were to_ carry ftones and other materials, and 
eighty thoufand ftone-cutters or mafons : of theie 
thirty-two thoufand were overfeers. They were or- 
dered to cut out large ftones for the foundation of 
the temple, and have them wrought upon the moun- 
tain ready co be conveyed thence to Jerufalem. Hi- 


B Scomonbe. Tai’s people were alfo employed in this preparatory 
H finstobuild work, 
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Solomon began to build the temple in the fourth 
ear of his reign, in the fecond month, which the 
Jacedonians call Artemifius, and the Hebrews Jar; 

four htindred and eighty years after their exit out of 
Egypt. It was alfo in the reign of Hiram, king of 
Tyre, and two hundred and torty years after the 
building of that city. And the whole, notwithftand- 
ing its prodigious extent, and the great number of 
different aparrments contained in it, was fully com- 
pleated in lefs time, by upwards of 190 years, than 
was taken to build the famous heathen temple of 
Diana in the city of Ephefus. 

By order of the king the foundation of the temple 
was laid very deep, and the materials were fuch.as 
would refift the force of time and other incidents. 
‘Uhefe were fo united and wedged into the rock, as to 
become a bafis for the fuperftructure to be_ erected 
over it. ‘Ihe walls were all of white ftone, from the 
Sround to che roof. The height and length were 
each fixty cubits, and the breadth twenty. ‘Chere 
was alfo another building, of the fame dimenfions, 


railed above it; fo that the entire altitude of. the | 


<tymple was an hundred and twenty cubits : its front 
was to the ealt. The porch, next to the entrance, 
Was twenty cubits in length, ten in breadth, and an 
hundred and twenty in height. There were alfo 


buile round about the remple thirty {mall rooms, in | 


the form of galleries, opening one into another: each 
of thefe rooms was five cubits in length and breadth, 
and in height twenty. Above thele were two other 
Hoors of the fame form and proportion, reaching 
2itogether to the‘ lower part of the fabric, for thete 
Galleries were raifed no higher than the top of the 
firlt tory. The roof, that covered in the whole, was 
of cedar; and every partition had its peculiar roof, 
independent of any other; but they were all faftened 
together by long and large beams, fo that they ap- 
Peared but as one piece. Under thefe beams were 
jeveral difplays of carving and gilding. Indeed, the 
whole fabric was fo ornamented, that its tranfplend- 
ance dazzled the eye of the beholder. The whole 
itructure of the templewas of polifhed ftone, put to- 
Sether with fuch arc, that no joint was to be icen, or 
the leaft fign of an inftrument of architecture, but 
as if, withoucany ufe of them, the entire materials had 
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bh engraven in one place a lion, and in another place a 2 
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naturally united together; and the agreement of one 

part with another, ieemed rather to have been the 

effect of Providence and nature, than the production 

of art or human invention. 6% 

The king had an admirable contrivance for an 
afcent to the upper part, which was by winding 
itairs, cut through the thicknels of the wall; for 
the fecond itory had not a large door at the eaft 
end, as the lower had. The infide of the temple 
was lined with cedar, and the junction of che 
beams by iron-work added great itrength to the 
building. 

_ Solomon caufed the temple to be divided into two -phetempte 
Parts ; that is, the inner part, or Lol of Holies, of divided inte 
twenty cubits {quare, which was inacceflible; and the luctus. 
the other of forty cubits, which was affigned to che 0a" 
ufe of the prietts. In the parcition-wall, beewixe che places 
inner and outer partof the temple, were large cedar 
doors, fuperbly gilded and elegantly carved.” ‘There 
were ailo veils of different colours, beautifully incer- 
woven with variegated fowers, to be drawn before 
thofe doors. 

He allo dedicated for the moft holy place twoche- The wlden 
rubims of mafly gold. hey were each five cubits cheebuns 
high, and had two wings itretched out to the fame 
extent; fo that with one wing they might couch the 
fouth fide, and with the other che north. With the 
other two wings they overipread the ark, that was 
placed between thein. 

The very floor of the temple was overlaid with 
gold. Inaword, there was no part, internal or ex- 
ternal, but what was covered with gold; nor was 
there any thing wanting that could concribute to 
ics {plendour and magnificence. 

Vhe king fent foran eminent artificer from Tyre, 
whofe name was Chiram. Idis mother was of the 
tribe of Naphthali, and his father, by extraction, an 
Ifraelice. ‘his man’s chief {kill lay in working in 
gold, filver, and other metals. He was, therefore, 
employed in the moft curious pieces of ‘mechanifin 
about the temple, according to the direétion of So- 
Jomon. He caft two brazen holow pillars four Bn- 
gers thick in the metals, eighteen cubits in heighr; 
and twelve in circumference. Two chapiters of 
brafs for.the tops of the two pillars, five cubits each. 
Thefe were covered with a kind of brafs net-work 5 1 kings vii 
and below, them were flowers, or lily-work, of the "Pwo pillars) 
fame contrivance, with two rows of pomegranates °f be. 
hanging down, an hundred ineach row. One of thefe pivers cu- : 
pillars was placed at the entrance of the porch on_ the tet: pieces | 
right-hand, and called Jachin ; the other on the left, ining, | 

| 
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and called Boaz. . ; 
Solomon alfo caufed this artificer to make a brazen 


fea, the figure of which refembled an_hemifphere. 
This veffel was alfo called a fea, from its largenels, 
for the laver was ten fect in diameter, and caft of the | 

! 


The brazen 


fea, 


the thicknefs of a palm. The middle refted on a 

ftout pillar, that had ten fpirals round ic, and thac 

pillar was a cubit in diameter. Around it were 

placed the figures of twelve oxen, facing, by three 

and three, the four cardinal points; north, eaft, weft, 

and fouth. his brazen {ca contained three thouland ; 

‘baths. 
There were alfo made ten brazen bafes for fo many 

quadrangular lavers: the length of cach of thele the inazem 

bafes was five cubits, and the height fix cubits. bates and 

The feveral pieces were calt apart, and then thus put !¥* 

together. ‘There were four mall quadrangular pil- 

lars, one of which ftood at cach corner. “Vhele had 

the fides of the bafe fitted to them on each quarter: 

there was a three-fold partition : every interval hada 

border fitted to fupport the laver, upon which was 


bull and an eagle. The fal] piliars had fimall ani- 
mals engraven on the fides. The whole work was 
elevated, and ftood upon four wheels, which were 
alfo caft, had knaves and fpokes, and were a foot and tee 
an half in diameter. It was admirable to obferve en 
with what exactnefs the fpokes of che wheels were i - 
turned and united to che fides of the bales, and, in- if i 

deed, the curious manner in which the whole was i Hh 

wrought. ‘This was their ftructure. Certain fhoul- ir Bi 
ders and hands ftretched out held the corners above, 
upon which refted a fhore fpira) pillar, that lay under 
the hollow part of the laver, refting upon the fore- 
feet of the eagle and the lion, which were adapted to 


them, infomuch that thofe who viewed them would 
iniagine 





a 


t. 


one 
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imagine they were ofone piece. Between thefe were 
engravings of palm-trees. This was wasthe conftruc- 
tion of the ten bafes. 


the brizen LO thefe bafes he made ten lavers of the fame me- 


lavars. 
bits, and the diameter the fame. Theie ten lavers 
were fet upon as many bafes, that were called meche- 
noth. ‘They were all placed in the temple ; five of 
them on the left hand, on the north fide; and the 
other five at the fouth fide, on the right, Jooking 
towards the eaft. In the fame place allo was the 
brazen fea. They were ail filled with water. The 
fea, for wafhing the hands and feet of the priefts, 
upon entering the fanétuary, and aicending the altar; 


and the lavers for cleanfing the entrails of the beatts, - 


and other parts of the burnt-offering, 
the braren , Fie ereéted alfo abrazen altar, of twelve cubits in 
slese: length and breadth, and ten in depth, for the fervice 
of the Holycaufls, providing the fame with all the 
neceffary velfels, made of the pureft brafs. 
Diverstas The king likewife dedicated a great number of 
bles. tables, and one of pure gold for the fhew-bread, 
larger than the reft. ‘Phere were many others not 
much inferior to that for the fhew-bread, fufficient 
to hold twenty thoufand golden veffels, and forty 
thoufand filver ones, 

Ee alfo provided twelve thoufand candlefticks» 
according to the appointment of Mofes.. One of 
them was peculiarly dedicated to the fervice of the 
temple, to be kept-burning in the day time, accord- 
ing to the law. ‘The table for the fhew-bread was 
placed on the north fide, over againft the candle. 
ftick, which (tood on the fouth: but the golden altar 
ftood between chem. All thefe veffels were con- 
tained in the fore part of the temple, which was forty 
cubits long, and were before the veil of the £oly of 
Helies, wheve the ark of the covenant was to be 
kept. - 

_ There were alfo made pouring cups, in number 
eighty thoufand, and ten thouland golden veffels, 
Thereof with twice as a of filver. There were eighty 
belonging o thoutand golden difhes, and twice as many of filver, 
the temple, for the purpofe of offering kneaded fine flour at the 

altar. Golden meafures, {uch as the mofaical hin and 
affaron, twenty thoufand, and as many of filver. 
The golden cenfers, in which they carried the in- 
cenfe to the altar, were in number twenty thoufand, 
The other cenfers, in which they carried fire from 
the great altar to the fmaller one within the temple, 
were fifty thoufand. 


The facerdotal garments,. which belonged to the 
high priefts, with the long robes, and the oracle, and 
the precious (tones, werca thoufand, But there was 
but one crown, upon which Moles infcribed the 
venerable name of one Supreme, and that hath re- 

Ticks ha- mained to this day. Vhere were alfo made ten thou- 
a fand tacerdotal garments of fine linen, with purple 
girdles, for priefts in ordinary; and two hundred 

Venments thoufand trumpets, according to the inftitution of 
ete Motes: alfo two hundred thoufand garments for the 
vites. Levites, who compofed the choir. “Thefe were fur- 
nifhed with four hundred thoufand mufical inftru- 

_ ments, as harps, plalteries, and the like, madeof a 
Mufewl ine mixed metal, between gold and filver, to accompany 

ou the voices. 

Thefe expenfive and magnificent preparations were 
made towards the advancement of this mighty work, 
undertaken for the honour of the Divine Being ; nor 
was there any thing wanting that could expreis the 
pious zeal of the Founder, or tend to animate that of 
the people in general. When the preparatory part 
was executed, the church-articles were depofited in 
che facred treafury, and fet apart for religious ufes.- 

Round about the temple was a partition, called 
in the Hebrew, Gifew: it was raifed to the height of 
three cubits, in order to exclude the multitude from 
the place into which the priefts only were to be ad- 

Fences and : ay encoun ee ve 
pittitions in MUtted. Beyond this partition was another building, 
with large Galleries about it, and four ftately gates, 


The golden 
altar, 


and about 
the temple chat opened each towards one of the four quarters. 
The doors were plated and inlaid with gold. Into 
this place people entered in common, provided they 
were duly obtervanc of the laws. 
The erecting of this outward building was an un- 
dertaking ftupendous beyond defcription. There 
were fuch depths to be filled up as mult ftrike the in- 


tal, each containing forty baths, the height four cu-- 
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clining gazer with horror. Ten hundred cubi 

be brought upto a level with the top of the Bou 

tain, to make thework regular, and the ground even 

This was encompaffed with a double row of cloifters, 
fupported by pillars of native ftone. The doors 

were of Glver work, and the roof and ‘wainfcots of 
cedars highly polifhed. 


‘When king Solomon had finifhed this ftupendous Rings 
fabric in the fhort interval of feven years, which 
confidering its magnitude and numberlefs orna- 
ments, as well as almoft infinite appurtenances 
feems to require the extent of ages to accomplith, 
he wrote to the elders, and headsof the tribes, to fum. Agenent 
mon the people up to Jerufalem, to fee the temple, mad 
and to affift in removing thither the ark of the co. Sf?" 
venant. The refolution was duly notified ; and, in ae 
the feventh month, which the Hebrews call Thuri 
and the Macedonians, Eiyperberetzeus, they WET, 
with much difficulty, aflembled. The feaft of ta cee 
bernacles happened to fall at the fame.time, which, axle 
by the Hebrews, is accounted the moft folemn oft {nips 
their feftivals; fo the priefts carried the ark, and the oe a 
tabernacle which Mofes had pitched, together with Jerulaier, 
the veffels appertaining to the altar, and lodged them 
in the temple. The king himfelf, and the whole 
congregation, with the Levites, proceeded then with 
their facrifices and oblations, {prinkling the ground 
as they paffed with blood, and burning an immenfe 
quantity of incenfe, till the very air itlelf feémed to 
have imbibed the moft fragrant odours, and, as it 
were, transfufed them throughout the multitude, 
who inferred, from fo pleafing a circumflance, that 
it was an indication of the Divine Prefence, vouch- 
fafing to honour the temple thus newly built and de- 
dicated unto himfelf; for the whole congregation 
expreffed tokens of joy and exultation, during the 
courfe of the time in which they were traniporting 
the ark into the temple. 


When they were come_to the moft facred place, tye... 
where it was to be depofited, the multitude with- pote: 
drew, and the priefts, who brought it, placed it un- tt 
der the two cherubims, which, environing it with yaa 
their wings, as framed by the artificer, covered it as 
under atent or copul. It contained nothing elfe but 
the two tables of ttone with the ten commandments 
graven -upon them, as delivered to Mofes upon 
mount Sinai. ‘Fhe candleftick, table, and golden 
altar, were placed in the fame order now in the fanc- 
tuary, as they were at firft in the tabernacle, when 
they offered their daily facrifices. ‘The brazen altar, 
by order of Solomon, was placed direétly againit the 
door, that when it was opened, a full view might be 
exhibited of the magnificence of the facred jolera- 
nities. The reft of the veffels were collected and 
depofited in the temple. 


When the ark was properly difpofed, and the 
priefts had withdrawn, a thick cloud hovered over 
the place, not refembling that which portends rain 
and itorms, but of a more temperate kind, and fuch 3.315 
as had, upon former occafions, indicated the Divine Pa: 
Prefence and approbation ; fo that the prefent was 
looked upon as a token of the fame, and that the 
grand object of their worfhip would deign to dwell 
amongft them in the temple they had dedicated to 
his fervice. 


While the people were intent upon the awful {o- 
lemnity before them, the king arofe and addreffed 
the Almighty, in a {tile and manner fuitable co the 
importance of the occafion. His prayer was to this 
effect: °* Father of all, thou thar inhabiteft eternity, .,, 
“© and haft raifed out of nothing the ftupendous fa- ex 
“ bric of this univerfe, the heavens, the air, the pa 
“¢ earth, and the fea; thou that filleft the whole, and Oe 
“* every thing thatis in it, and art thytelf unbounded 
** and incomprehenfible ; look down in mercy upon 
thy fervants, who have prefumed to erect a temple 
“© to the honour of thy facred Majefty. WVouchiafe 
“< then, Lord, to hear our prayers, and accept, our 
*€ oblations. ‘Thou that Jeeft and heareft all things, 
“© look down from thy exalted throne, and deign to 
“ give ear to the fupplications of thy people in this 
place. Thou that never faileft to affift chem who 
«© call upon thee, grant us thy aid, and afford us thy 
gracious favour.” 


After this folemn addrefs to the Supreme Being: 


Solomon direéted his attention to the multitude, and 
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* nets, and 


ina pathetic fpeech, reprefenred to them the many 
inftances in which the Divine Power and Providence 
had been exerted in their behalf. He laid before 
them the imporcane things thathad been revealed to 
his father David ({ome of which were paft, and 
others were to come) concerning himtelf, his tucce(- 
fion to the throne, his building of the temple, the 
eftablifhment_of the family, and the profperity of 
the nation. The ule he made of thefe remarks was, 
to admonifh them co blefs God tor mercies received, 
in confequence of his gracious promiles, ‘and to rely 
on the fame infallible word tor the fulflment of 
what had been predicted concerning greater bleffings. 
After this brief, but fignificant, difcourte to the 
multitude, the king again curned toward the temple, 
and, wich his_ rig t hand uplifted, thus again, in 
humble addrefs, applied himlelf co the Almighty. 
* Tord, what are all the returns of which man is 
“ capable, compared even with the leaft of thy mer- 
“ cies? O! how can we requite the fimalleft of thy 
“ bounties? All that we can do is to, render thee 
“ praile, acknowledgment and thankigiving. This 
* $s, indeed, an honour conferred upon mankind, in 
*¢ diltinétion from all other creatures ; fo that it be- 
“‘ comes my bounden duty to adore and praife thy 
“¢ holy name tor the fingular favours beftowed on 
* our houfe, andthine infinite goodnefs towards the 
‘“¢ whole people of Ifracl.. Be plealed, therefore, to 
“* accept our moft grateful acknowledgments in the 
“ only way_weare capable of expreffingshem: Frit, 
“ tor thy fingular goodnels to my deceafed father, 
“in railing him_ trom a ftate of obfcurity to the 
* higheft pitch of glory ; and next for making good 
* to thy dJervant before thee, all thy gracious pro- 
“© mifes in his favour. Continue thy bounty to us, 
** as to thy chofen people. Preferve, profper, and 
“* perpetuate the government in our houfe, accord- 
“* ing to thy gracious promifes to my father, living 
and dying. Let thy holy fpirit delcend upon this 
* temple ; and though-heaven and earth cannot con- 
“tain thy glorious Majefty, much lefs a fabric 
** wrought by the hands of mortals, deign to_afford 
“ it they Divine prefence and protection: Preferve it 
“ from the power of enemies as thine own, and fet 
‘* apart for thy peculiar fervice. If this people, by 
“ their offences, fhould at any time provoke thee, in 
 jult dilpleafure, to vifit them with famine, pelti- 
“lence, or any other judgment, be pleafed, O 
** Lord, upon their humble fupplications to thee 
** in thine own houfe, to accept of their repentance, 
‘and deliver them trom their afflictions. This I 
** moft humbly implore, not only for the Hebrews, 
“ but for all people in general, who-fhall offer up 
“ their prayers to thee in this holy place. Hereby it 
“will appear to the whole world, that this is thy 
““ houfe, and that we are thy people; and further, 
** that fuch is our good-will to mankind, as to de- 
“ fire that they may all participate of the bleffings 
of thy providence.” 
After this humble addrefs tothe Father of Mercics, 


_ Solomon caft himfelf on the ground, and worfhipped 


: ofture, then arofe and offered fa- 
crifices upon the altar, having the fatistaétion of be- 
ing affured, by an evident token, that his oblations 
were acceptable ro the Almighty: fora flafh of fire 
from above rufhed with violence upon the altar, and 
inftantly confumed the offerings. “I"he whole mul- 
utude looked upon this prodigy as a demonttration 
of the Divine Prefence, and therefore fell proftrate in 
humble adoration of God?s goodnels, in thus owning 
both the worfhip and the temple. Upon this the 
Sing proceeded to offer praifes and_thankfgivings, 
and exhorted the multitude to do the fame, as now 
having fufficient indications of God’s fpecial favour 
towards them. He enjoined them to pray for the 
continuance of his mercies, and efpecially his Divine 
race, that they might live in holinefs and righteoutf- 
5 the ftri€teft obfervance of thofe precepts 
which God had given them by Mofes. ~ This he re. 
commended as the only means of fecuring the happi- 
nels of the Hebrew nation, and, indeed, rendering 
them bleffed above all nations upon the face of the 
earth: obferving furthermore, that the beft way to 
fecure their felicity, was to perfeverein the paths by 

Which it was obtained. 
W ee the king had thus fpoken he difmiffed the 
No. 


in the moft lowly 
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affembly, having firft compleated his oblations for 
himielf and his people: they conlifted of twelve 
thouland calves, and one hundred and twenty thou- 
fandlambs. This was the firft blood chat was {pilt 
inthe temple, and the Hebrews, with their wives and 
children, teatted thereon. ‘Mhere was alio celebrated, 
at the fame time, with great folemmicy, che featt of 
tabernacles, which Jaited fourteen days, at the king?s 
expence. 

Atter thefe folemnities were duly performed, and 
nothing omitted that related to the Divine worlbip, 
the people returned to their refpective habitations, 
warmly acknowledging the wifdom, care, and bounty 


of the king, and adding their prayers to God for the 


continuance of his life, and the profperity of his reign. 


' They allo joined in hymnsand pialms of thankigiving 


to the Fountain of all their mercies, and expreiied, in 
every initance, tokens of joy and gratitude. . 
The ark being brought into, and depolited in, the 
temple, and the beauty and magnificence 9f that glo- 
rious itructure expoted co view, the congregation 
dilperled. ‘The king, in a cream, was atlured 
that his facrifices had been accepted, and his prayers 
heard by the Almighty; chat he would preferve 
the temple, and make it the place of his abode ; 
that is, lo longas hehimielf, his people, and potteriry, 
fhould continue to walk before him in purenets of 
heart, according to the example of David, his father. 
Upon that condition he was promiled ro be advanced 
to the fummit of earthly glory, and that a prince 


Should never be wanting of that line, of the tribe of 
Judah, to fway the fceptre of the throne of Hrael. 
Buc that, on the contrary, if ever they thould depart 
from the Divine ordinances, and fall into idolatry, 


they fhould be extirpated from the face of the earth, 


and Ifrac] be no more a people ; but, after having 
fuftained all the ravages and calamities of war ac 
home, be turned into the wide world as vagabonds 
and exiles. 
fuch apoftacy, tke temple, lately erected by the Di- 


Hewas further affured, thac, in cafe of 


vine permiffion, .fhould he ranfacked by the hands 


ot barbarians, and the city of Jerufalem itlelf laid in 
afhes by an inveterate and inexorable enemy. 

fuch fhould be the devaitation as_to excite the 
der of mankind, that a people, fo lately the envy of 


Nay, 
won- 


nations, for their power, opulence, and renown, 


fhould fo fuddenly be reduced to the moft abjeét 
ftate, by the very hand-which had exalted them. 
Then fhould they, too late, under the fharpeft itings 
of confcience, exclaim ** We have forfaken our 


“© God, abandoned the laws and religion handed 
** down by our forefathers, and thus are we punifh- 
“* ed for our fins and tran{greffions.” This was the 
purportof what was communicated to Solomon inthe 


vifion, as we have tranimicted in the facred records.” 


After finifhing the temple, as before obferved, in 
the courfe of feven years, the king laid the founda- 
tion of his palace, in the perfe€ting of which he was 
thirteen years; tor he -was not fo zealous tor the ac. 
complifhment of this undertaking, as he had been 
for thatof the temple. The building ofthe temple, 
a work of vaft extent and importance, was greatly 
furthered by the Divine bleffing and affittance, or it 
could not have been compleated in fo fhort a {pace of 
time. But the palace, which was a building much 
inferior in dignity to the temple, bothon account that 
its materials had not been fo long beforehand pre- 
pared, and alfo as it was an habitation for kings only, 
and not for the One Supreme God, was longer in 
finifhing. It was, however, a very magnificent itruc- 
ture, and did honour both to the prince and people. 
But to form an adequate idea, and gratify the curio- 
fity of the reader, it will be neceffary to enter upon a 
defcription. : 

This palace was an extenfive and curious build- 
ing, fupported by many pillars, after the manner of 
a common hall, tor the purpole of hearing caufes 
and detefmining fuits. Ie was an hundred cubits 
long, fifty broad, and thirty high: nor could it be lefg 
capacious, to contain the vaft multitudes thar throng. 
ed thither irom all quarters to obtain juftice. It was 
fupported by fixteen fquare columns of cedar. Its 
roof was of the Corinthian order; and it had folding 
doors curioufly wrought, and fo as to render it at 
once firm and ornamental, In this hall was another 
edifice of cbuery cubits fquare, raifed upon maffy 

: h pillars. 
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pillars. In oné of the apartments was a throne of 
ftate, whereon the king himfelf fat perfonally in 
judgement. Next to this was the queen’s houle, and 
other buildings adapted for the purpole of retirement 
and recreation. Thefe were fitted up with cedar, 
and raifed upon tones of ten cubits iquare, which 
were partly plain, and partly overlaid with the moft 
precious marble, after the manner of magnificent 
palaces or temples. ‘Uhe rooms were hung with three 
depths of the richeft hangings, and ornamented 
with images in feulpture, reprelenting trees, plants, 
branches, and leaves, all {o curioufly wroughtas to ap- 
pear to the eye as if they were in motion. ‘he re- 
mainder of the {pace, up to the ceiling, was embel- 
lifhed with delicate ‘party coloured figures, upon a 
ground of white. Befides thele there was a great 
variety of other chambers, long and {pacious galle- 
rics, fuperb rooms of f{tate, and others for feafting 
and entertainment, adorned and furnifhed with fer- 
vices of plate of maffy gold. Indeed the variety and 
extent-ot the royal palace may be faid to furpais de- 
{cription, as they exceeded every thing of the kindin 
the known world, and exhibited a magnificence al- 
moft beyond cenception. : . 

To compleatthe dignity of his charaéter, Solomon 
erected a large ivory throne, with curious and carved 
engraved work upon it, after the fafhion of a tribu- 
nal. ‘There were Gx fteps upon the afcent, and at 
each end of every itep was the figure of a lion. There 
were alfo two lions more above; that is, one on cither 
hand of the feat of ftate. As the king refted on his 
throne, there were arms put forth in order to receive 
him; and the figure of a bullock placed in a proper 
pofture under him for hisfupport. The whole piece 
was covered with gold. 

When Solomon had compleated thefe magnificent 
ftructures in the courfe of twenty years, through the 
affiftance of Hiram, king of Tyre, who had contri- 
buted a great deal of gold, and more of filver, befides 
a vaft ftore of cedar and cyprefs wood, he fent him 
annually, as anacknowledgement, great quantities of 
corn, wine, and oil, commodities of which, as an 
iflander, he ftood much. in need. - He alfo offered 
him twenty cities in the land of Galilee, adjoining to 
his own country; but Hiram, with a refpectful ex- 
cule, declined acceptance. Irom this refuial, that 
part of the country was called Chabalm, which, in 
the Phoenician language, fignifies, It docs not pleafeme. 

So great a veneration had Hiram for the fagacity 
of Solomon, that whenever any difficult cafe or myt- 
terious queftion was propounded to him, he applied 
to him fora folution; nor was that wile prince defi- 
cient in explaining the moft ambiguous matters, or 
intricate problems. Menander, the hiftorian, who 
tranflated the Tyrianannals from the Phocenician in- 
to the Greek language, makes mention of thefe.two 
princes as follows: “* On the demife of Abibalus, 

* Hiram, his fon, fucceeded him in the kingdom of 
‘Tyre. He lived three and fitty years, and reigned 
*‘ four andthirty. He raifed a bank in a large {pace 
*€ called the Great Field, and-dedicated the golden 
‘* pillar in Jupiter’s temple. He cut down abund- 
“¢ ance of timber upon the Mount Libanus for the 
““ roof of temples, and demolifhing ancient build- 
“‘ ings, he erected new ones to Hercules and A{tarte. 
** He built a ftatue for Hercules in the month of 
“ Peritius. Ite made an expedition againft the 
“* Byceans for neglect of the payment of tribute, and 
** having overcome them, returned home. In his 
** :eign there was one Abdemonus, a young man, who 
“* undertook to give Solomon, the king of Jerufalem, 
afolution ofall myfterious quettions that were put 
to him.” 

Dius alfo writes to this effedt: ** Abibalus, being 
dead, was fucceeded by his fon Hiram, who raifed 
the eaft quarter of the city, enlarged the borders, 
and brought the temple of Jupiter, that betore 
ftood apart, within its compais, as well as en- 
riched and adorned it with moft valuable prefents. 
“* Fe ordered cedar wood to be cutdown on Mount 
*¢ J ibanus for the building of the temple.”? Fle fur- 
ther writes,“ “hat Solomon, the king of Jerutalem, 
** tent problems and riddles to Hiram, upon the for- 
feiture of a confiderable fum if he failed to. ex- 
pound them. Uhat fuch problems and riddles 
were not anty jolved by «means of Abdemonus, a 
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*¢ “Pyrian, but that other cafes were propounded by 
** him to Solomon, who was to pay a great forfeit 


“* upon failure of explanation.” ‘Thus far goes the 


_ teftimony of Dius, refpecéting the intercourfe be. 


tween thole princes 

The fortifications of Jerufalem being deemed jn. S~ 
fufficient for the defence of that fpacious and opu- pan 
lent city, Solomon applied himfelf to the erecting of mu: 
‘fuch towers, and the completion of fuch repairs, as 
he tound requifite for the fecurity of the place. He 
alfo rebuilc and fortified feveral cities of confiderable -” 
note, as Afor, Magedon, and Gazara, in the land of 
the Philiftines; the latter of which king Pharaoh 
had taken by affault; and having levelled and fain 
all-the inhabitants, gave it asa predent to his daughter 
upon her marriage with Solomon, This city the king 
rebuilt, as it was naturally very ftrong, and equally 
ufeful to government if peace andin war. He allio 
buile not tar diftant, Betachora and Baleth, befides 
other places for the purpofes of health and paitime, 
from the temperature of climate, delicacy of fruits, 
and conveniencies of air and water. When he had 
built this city, and encompaffed it with itrong walls, 
he called it ‘Thadamora, which name it bears améng 
the Syrians to this day. The Greeks call it Palmyra, 
_Ifany_fhould enquire wherefore all the kings of 
Egypt, from Minzeas, the founderof Memphis, many 
years before our forefather Abraham, until the days 
of Solomon, being an interval of thirteen hundréd 
years, fhould be called by the name of Pharaoh, itis 
deemed expedient to give them this information: 
Pharaoh, in the Egyptian language, fignifies king. 

I apprehend, that they went by other names from | 
their childhood, but, on coming to theexercife of the x: 
regal dignity, they exchanged the diftin¢ction of the 
family into that which denoted theirauthority. Vhus 
it was that the kings of Alexandria, who were called 
formerly by other names, when they affumed the 
reins of government, were all called by the name of 
Ptolemy, from the firft of their kings. Thus it is 
with the Roman emperors alfo, who, upon their ele- 
vations to that dignity, are ftiled Czefars, in conte- 
quence of their affumption to the fovereign. power. 
Perhaps this was the cauie that occ:ifioned Herodo- 
tus, of Halicarnaffus, in hisaccount of the fucceffors 
of Mineeas, the firit king of Memphis, to callthem 
in general by the name of Pharaoh, though they 
-amounted in number to‘three hundred and thirty. 
When a woman fucceeded to the governinent fhe was 
called by her proper name Nicaulis, the appellation 
of Pharaoh being peculiar to the other‘fex. Nor 
can I difcover from our own hiftory, that after Pha- 
raoh, the father in-law of Solomon, there was ever 
any other king called by that name. I am alfo well 
affured, that this Nicaylis was the queen. of Egypt 
and Ethiopia, that came afterwards to Solomon; 
but of this more hereafter. I have rather dwelt 
upon thefe particulars to prove the agreement of our 
hiftory and that of the Egyptians. : 

In procefs of time Solomon fubdued to himfelf the 
remnant of the Canaanites betwixt Mount Ejibanus 
and the city Amathe, who, for fome time, difputed 
their allegiance to the kings of Irael, till Solomon 
at lait made them tributaries, upon condition of 
furnifhing him yearly with fuch a certain number ol ** 
flaves, as was agreed upon to be employed in tilling 
the land, and other forts of fervility; for none ot : 
the Hebrews were fubje& to jervile employments: « 
nor would it have been proper for conquerors ‘to de- *~" 
{cend to do the bufinels of their captives. With te- 
fpeét to the Iraelites, their genius Jay more towards 
arms and military exploits. “fhe Canaanites, in the 
mean time, were kept to their labour; and fix hua- 
dred officers were appointed to fuperintend then 19 
their refpeétive employments. . 

The king fitted out many fhips ‘in Ezon-Geber, 2 * 
Egyptian bay upon the Red Sea. It is now called’ 
Bernico, not far fromthe cityof Klan. This piace 
formerly belonged to the Hebrews, and became ule. 
ful for fhipping trom thedonations of Hiram, kingoi 
Tyre, who aHo fent him anumber of skilful nav 
gators and expert pilots. ‘Thefe ferved the kings 
officers for guides to the land of Ophir, which be 
longs to India, where they went for four hundred t2- 
lents of gold, and brought them to the king. 

The fame of Solomon's wifdom having reached 
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the ears of Nicatilis, queen of Egypt and Ethiopia, 
ripe excited in that princels, who pofiefled a great fhare 
es | of underitanding, much defire to fee our celebrated 
E monarch. She withed:co befatisfied by her own ex- 
al Lihivy perience, and not trult to report alone, reipecting, his 
mrss) magnificence and wonderful qualificacions. With 
ce this view the fec forward towards Jerusalem with a 
train and equipage fuited to her royal dignity, taking 
with her a number of camels, laden with gold, va- 
riety of rich perfumes, and of precious ftones, The 
king, upon her arrival, received her with all polfible 
honour, courtely, and refpect, folved all the difiicule 
queftions fhe propoted, infomuch that fhe was dtruck 
with wonder at his various excellencies. She could 
not but admire the magnificence of his palace, the 
w. ditcipline and ceconomy of his houthold, and the 
awh peculiar grace and propriety wich which he conduct- 
ot ed his affairs in general. But nothing gave her fo 
™ much fatisfaction as that maflerly fabric called the 
Grove of Lebanon, which difplayed fuch fingular 
beauties. She was likewile infinitely pleated with the 
daily facrifices, and the application, care, and vene- 
ration with which the prielts and Levites performed 
their parts in the worthip. ‘he whole fhe beheld 
imprefied her mind {fo fenfibly, that, in the heighth 
of her amazement, fhe addrefled the king in words 
to this effect : 





; “© Great prince, report is fo doubtful and uncer- 
fr addres ** tain, chat, without an_experimental and demon- 
ihe kings ¢¢ (trative confirmation of the truth of what we hear, 
“ we are forced to fufpend our judgment, efpecially 
“ when the fame of things relates either to extreme 
* good or evil. But with refpect to your incompa- 
“rable faculties, that is to the advantages of the 
“‘ mind in a fuperlative degree of knowledge and 
* underitanding, and the glory of your ourward 
“© ftare, the rumour-has been fo far from partial, 
“ chac ic falls fhort even of common juftice. For 
‘tho’ report conveyed as much to your honour as 
“* words couldexpreis, [have yet the happineis at this 
** prefent time to fee much more than J heard. Bleff- 
“ed are the Ifraclites; bleffed are the friends and 
be people of Solomon, that ftand even before him and 
e hear his wildom ; and blefied be God for his good- 
;, nels to this land and nation, in placing them under 
‘the government of fo excellent a prince.” 


Nor did this great princefs teftify her admiration 
of the wifdom and magnificence of Solomon by words 
alone as mere profeffions; but, as_a farther inftance 
of the high refpeét fhe entertained for the king, fhe 
,, Piclented him with twenty talents of gold, together 
‘with a great quantity of aromatic {pices, rich per- 
a fumes, and precious ftones to a_confiderable value. 

They ipeak alfo of a root of balfam that the brought 

with her, which, according to tradition, was the firft 

plant of the kind that ever came into our country, 
where it has been extenfively propagated ever fince. 

_ Solomon, on his part, wasnot wanting inmaking a 

fuitable acknowledgement of the favours conferred 

upon him; for he not.only prelented the queen with 
whatever fhe afked, but added feveral articles which 
, hethought attracted her fancy. After this reciprocal 
interchange of prefents, the queen of Egyptand Ethio- 
reuntys Dia recurned, highly gratified, coher own country. 
__.4dbout the fame time the king’s fleet returned from 
: Ophir (otherwife called the land of gold) bringing 
on [icions ftones and pine wood in abundance. 
atter was made ule of for pillars and fupporters to 
the temple and palace, and partly for the conftruétion 
of mufical inftruments, fuch as pfalteries, harps, and 
cymbals, which the Levites ufé in their hymns du- 
ring the courfe of divine worfhip. ‘the wood that 
was brought upon this occafion, was larger and finer 
than any that had ever been brought before. Let it 
not, therefore, be iniaginéd, that this pine wood was 
like that which isio named by themerchantsin order 
to enhance its value in the efteem of the purchafer. 
{t has fomewhar of the grain of the fig-tree, but is 
tore white and glofly. It is deemed proper to make 
this remark, that the reader may form a jutt eftimate 
or io valuable a commodity. 
Solomon received by this feet fix hundred and 
ixty-lix talents of gold, exclufive of the merchants 
adventure, and what the governors and princes of 
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| Arabia fent hinifor prefents. Of this gold he cavifed soliion: 
to be calt wo hundred targets, weighing each fix Gunes. 
hundred fhekels of gold, and chefe were hung up in 
the great hall of the Grove of Lebanon. He allo 
made cups of gold and of precious itones for the 
purpole of entertainments, and had them embellifhed 
with exquifitce art. Indeed his utenfils in general 
were made of this rich metal. No money palied in 
the carrying on of this trafic; for the king had solomon 
many fthips in the fea of Varfus which carried out all maincing 
kinds of merchandize to the remoteit parts, fo thar 27 gxcanrs 
his fubjeéts exchanged their commednties for gold, seignclimes. 
filver, ivory, negroes, apes, &c. Vhey finifhed their 
voyage utually in the courte of three years. 
‘Lhe fame of Solomon’s wifdom, power, and riches, 
having by this time extended to the remoteit parts, 
jeveral of the mof{t potent princes were defirous of 
being witnefies of the fame, and embraced every op- 
portunity of teltifying cheir veneration for his cha- viii. ore 
racter by their fubmiffion and munificence. They ternerm 
fence him gold and filver plate, purple robes, fpices diverspoten- 
and perfumes of all forrs; hories, chariots, and mules ©: 
for burthen, fuch as chey thoughe for ftrength and 
beauty would be moft acceptable to the king. In 
fhort, the richeft pretents were fent him from every 
quarter; and it was the prevailing ambition of the 
princes of that time to behold the magnificence, and 
attend to the initruction, of the renowned king of 
Hracl. 
By the prefents lait-mentioned, Solomon had an 
addition of four hundred chariots to what he had 
before; that is, he now hada thouland chariots, and ins addi- 
twenty thoufand hortes, which, in beaury and fpeed, tonal tplens 
excelled all others. ‘Uheir riders were allo a further deur an 
ornament to them, being men in the Hower of their cence. 
age, compleatly difciplined, and elegantly arrayed, 
with the advantage of an intermixture of golden 
threads with their Jocks, which, irradiated by the 
jun, exhibited a moft {plendid view to the fpectators. 
This was the guard which, with theiraccoutrements, 
attended the king, mounted in his chariot,and cloathed 
in white on particular occafions, and efpecially in his 
morning excurfions to a feat he had at Ethan, which, 
from its firuation, gardens, and fountains, became 
his favourite {pot. Ba 
_ The king’stagacityand providential care appeared 
in the minuteft inftances. He did not neglect the Me defends 
fuperintendance of the high-ways that Jed to, his pa- (unce or” 
lace at Jerufalém; butordered them to be paved, as the minutett 
well for the-eafe and convenience of paffengers, as mates. 
the fupport of his own regal dignity. He allo dif- 
pofed his chariots in regular order, fo that acertain 
number fhould be kept in a town upon free quarter, 
and thete places were called his chariot towns. Silver Abundance 
was as plentiful in Jerufalem in thele days as {tones the days ot 
and cedars, which had never been feen in Judea be- solomon. 
fore, were now as common as {ycamore trees. He 
gave commifiion to his Isgyptian merchants to pro- 
cure him a chariot, with a pair of horfes at the price 
of fix hundred filver drachme each; and theie were 
fent to the kings of Syria and beyond Euphrates, 
But though Solomon was becomethe moft glorious 
of kings, the moft favoured of heaven, and exceeded, 1 Binss + 
in wifdom and riches, all his predeceffors, and indeed 
all monarchs upon the face of the earth, he did not 
prefervein this happy ftace to the time of his death. 
The latter aétions of his life greatly fullied the glo- 
ries of the former. It isa melancholy truth, that he 
departed from the laws of Motes, and the religion 
of his forefathers; and that, prompted by inordinate 
defires, and not fatisfied with women of his own 
country, he cohabited promilcoufly with thofe of va- 
rious nations, fuch as Sidonians, Tyrians, Ammo- 
nites, Idumeeans, &c. in violation of the law exprefs- 
ly forbidding any Hebrew intercourfe of that kind 
with ftrangers; ic being natural to conclude, that 
ftrange women would allure men to the worfhip of 
ftrange gods. This was the true caufe of the precau- solamon 
tion again(k fuch marriages; for the trafgreffion of falls trom 
one law is buta {tep towards the breaking ofanother, bi former 
and the taking of a prohibited wife would produce, epee 
of courle, the embracing of a prohibited re]j- command, 
gion. 
"It foon appeared that Solomon’s inordinate defires 
| were beyond the controul of fobriety and reafon. 
? We had no lefs rhan feyen hundred wives, who were 
princeffes, 
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princeffes, and_ three hundred concubines; and the 
paffion he had for the perfonal charms of fome, and 
the captivating denieanour of others, tranfported him 
into compliances with them in the impiety of their 
practices and opinions, as the moitt effectual proof he 
could give them of his affection. As he grew more 
advanced in years, he experienced adecay both of his 


mental and corporeal powers; andas he becamemore | 


remifs in the exercife of the true worfhip, he was the 
more eafily prevailed on tojoin with thele {lrange wo- 
men in a falfe one (a): though he had been guilty of 
a flagrant trafgreffion of the law before, in the very 
figures of the bulls under his brazen fea, and in the 
lions afterwards, that were fet as a guard upon his 
throne, which were direétly in breach of a pofitive 
commandment. He had, at the fame time, a mott 
Glorious precedent in his pious father, whofe fteps 
were recommended to his exampleina vifion from on 
high, upon pain of the Divine -dilpleafure, and the 
infliétion of the direft calamitieson himlelfand people. 

This fad apoftacy highly offended the Almighty, 


who was plealed to fend a prophet to him witha mef-: 


fage to this effect: ** That his wickednefs couid not 
be hid from God’s all-feeing eye, and that he fhould 
notlong go unpunifhed.” With refpeét to the pro- 
mife made to his father, the prophet told him his go- 
vernment fhould not be taken from him while he was 
living; but chat, after his death, his fon fhould fuffer 
for the iniquiciesofhisfather; not that there fhould 
be an univerfal defection, but that ten tribes only 
fhould revolt, and the other two continue in their 
allegiance to the fon of Solomon, for the fake of his 
grand-father David, and for the fake of the temple 
of Jerufalem, which'God had chofen for his pecu- 
liar habitation onearth. a5 

This fevere chaftifement, which foretold the remo- 
val of Solomon from the fummit-of human glory to 
the contrary extreme, wounded him to the very foul; 
and, to add to its poignancy, he could noc but ac- 
knowledge thejuitice of the fentence. 

Soon after this prediction .by means of the pro- 
phet, God raifed upa bitter enemy againit him. His 
name was Adad, an Idumean by birth, and of the 
blood royal. Elis animofity to Solomon arofe from 
the following circumftance. When. the Hebrews 
over-ran the country of Idumzea, under the commyind 
of Joab, who at that time was David’s. general, |this 
Joab, having fubdued the people, putco-the {word all 
the males he could find in the province, that_ were 
able to bear arms; and this maffacre continued forthe 
{pace of fix months. Adad, who was then in his 
youthful ftate, happening to make his efcape, fled to 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who not only received him 
with great humanity, but generoufly gave him houfes, 
Jands, and revenues for his fupport; nay, fuch was 
his affection for him, that, on his arriving to years of 
maturity, he gave him his own wife’s fifter in mar- 
riage, who bore him a fon, that was trained-up with 
the children of Pharaoh. 

In procefs of time news was brought to Egypt of 
the death of David and Joab; and Adad, upon thefe 
tidings, aflked permiffion of Pharaoh to recurn to his 
owncountry. The king, not being pleafed with this 
requeft, afked him what was, the caufe of his fo ear- 
neltly defiring to leave the beft friend he had in the 
world? Adad repeated his folicitations forfome time, 
but could not prevail. . 

Buc when Solomon’s affairs began to decline, on 
account of his fere-mentioned tran{greffions, and the 
Divine indignation for the fame, Adad, with Pha- 
raoh’s permiffion, returned to Idumza, witha defign 
of ftirring up the people toa rebellion againit Solo- 
mon. On his arrival at the place he found the gar- 


‘rifon fo {trong, and the country in fuch a potture of 


defence, that nothing could be done effectually by 
furprize. He theretore adopted ancther plan, and 
went trom thence into Syria, where he joined inte- 
refts with one Rezon, a fugitive trom his mafter 





(a) Tris aftonifhing that a perfon of Solemon’s wifdem fhould 
have bern perfuaded by his wives to forfake a religion in which 
he had been fo will inflruded, and which he was {% fully con- 
vineed to have heen delivered ro Motes by that Omuipotent Be- 
ng who had breught the Ifraclites from a land of bondage, 
placed him on the throne of David, and infpired him with that 
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-he was declared king, and made juch inroads upon «&: 


. women, in the decline.of.life, precipitated him in- 


.Thall treat in the fequel. 


‘wifdom which rendered him famous throughout the earth. It 
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Adadezer, the king of Zobah, anda famous leader 
of a body of banditti, who pillaged up and down at 
pleafure. " Adad ftruck a league with this man, and, 
with his affiftance, fubdued that parc of Syria, where 


in the declining part of his reign. : 

But, befides theté indignities from a ftranger anda 
fugitive, Solomon found amore dangerous enemy in 
his own nation. This was Jeroboam, the fon of Ne. 
bat, aman of turbulent and ambitious fpirit, who 
had an expectation of rifing from a prophecy that 
had been made to him long before. Jeroboam being 
left by his father, when very_young, to :the care of 
his mother, and Solomon obferving that, as-he grew 
up, he becameof a bold and enterprizing difpofition, 
made him overfeer of his works, being at that time 
rebuilding the walls of Jerufalem.: Heexecuted that 
office with fuch care and attention, that Solomon 
gave him, as a reward, the nailicary command over 
the tribe of Jofeph. ae tees : 
. As Jeroboam was one day gding out of Jerufalem, 
he was met on the way by the prophet: Ahijah, who 
having faluted and taken him afide, laid hold pf his 
garment, that was new, and rent it into twelve 'picces, 
bidding him take ten of themito, himfelf, as itwwas 
the Divine pleafure and will it fhould:be. fo.: The | 
prophetadded, that the government fhould be wrefted - 
trom Solomon; but that, for the fake of the Divine » 
promife, the two contiguous tribes fhould be given ties 
to his fon; but the other ten to Jeroboam, as a pu- = 
nifhment for giving himfelf upto ttrange women,and, 
through their influence, to ftrange gods. He con- 
eleded with admonifhing him to take warning from 
Solomon’s miferable caie, and obferve the ftatutes pe.» 
and commandmientsaccording totheexample of pious « 
king David, as the only fecurity of the continuance t ; 
of the Divine favour and protection. o 

Jeroboam was much elated. at the words of tlié 
prophet, and being naturally of an haughty and af: 
piring temper, whatever conduced to gratify his am- 
bition, rendered him turbulent and reftlefs, ‘The pre- 
digtion of the prophet was ftrongly impreffed on his 
mind ;.and therefore the firft ftep he took, after he 
-came to the army, was to tamper: with the people he 
commanded, and_ infti] in their minds the fpirit of 
difaffection to their fovereign. _ ; 

The malicious defigns of Jeroboam were foon 
made’known to Solomon, who concerted a plan to 
furprize and difpatch him; but the plot being dif- 
covered, he made his efcape, and fled to Shithack, 
king of Egypt, and there refided till the death of 
Solomon furnited him with an opportunity of pro- 
fecuting his intentions. . . 


CHAP. Il. 


On the demife of Solomon, Reboboam afcends the throne. 
" Becomes obnoxious to the people. “Ten tribes revolts 
and Feroboain, made king, introduces idolatry. He is 
reproved by a prophet. ‘Feroboam aud Reboboam 
equally wicked and idolatrous. : 


OLOMON, after a reign of eighty years over * 

) I{vael, departed this life in the ninety-fourth year 
of hisage, and was interred with great funeral pomp 
atJerufalem. Hlewas fuperior to all his predeceffors 
in wifdomand opulence; and might have been deemzd 
fo in happinefs, had not.an inordinate attachment to 





the territories of Solomon, as perplexed him greatly 







































to aétions that fullied the glories he had acquired. 
But of thefe, with their confequent punifhments, we 

On the death .of Solomon, the government of 
courfe devolved to his fon Rehoboam, who was born 
of an Ammonite, called Naama. He repaired im- 
mediately to Shechem to declare his fucceffion, and 
obtain the fuffrages of the people. Jeroboam, who 


me ns 


affords, however, a ftriking leffon to all mankind to beware of 
the infatuation of vice, ‘fince even a Solomon was not fecure 
from. its delufions, and, when once unhappily immerfed in it, 
feems never to have difengaged himfelf from it. 
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was then in Egypt, being urged by fome of the 
rulers, haftened cthicher alo on the tame errand. : 

On his arrival he applied, togerher with many of 

the heads of the tribes, to Rehoboum, and advited 
him to adopr a mild form of government, (obierving 
that, in fome initances, his rather was oppreifive 5) 
and, inftead of rendering himicli an object of terror 
to his tubjeéts, his datery and happineis required him 
ro regulate hisconduct in fuch a manner, as to obrain 
an acquiefcence with the meafures he purfued from 
an alection co his perion, rather chan a dread of his 
Jower. 
Phisthey humbly recommended to his confidera- 
tion; and Rehoboam defired them to return in three 
days, when he would give them an anlwer. ‘Vhe de- 
lay railed fome jealouly in the minds of the people as 
to therefult, tor they conlidered thatio realonablea 
requett could not be denied, elpecially by a young 
prince, if dilpofed ta promote the interelt and hap- 
pinels of Mis fubjecti:. | ; 
no means implied a‘ denial, they waited the event 
with hopes of fuccels. : 

Inconiequence of this gencral application, Rcho- 
boam called together the friends and countellors of 
his late father, and requeited of them their advice 
refpecling the anfwer he fhould give to their re- 
quelt. Being well affected to the public caute, and 
acquainted with the diipofition of the people, they 
reconunended to him, by all means, to treat them 
with courtely and condescenfion ; afiurming him thae 
he would gain much mere upon them by a popular 
freedom, than by affuring the formalities of majeity 
and_ftate; nothing being fo conducive to gain and 
preferve the loyalty of a people, as the condelcen- 
Jion and affability of their prince. ; 

More fage counfel could not have been given on a 
general or particular occafion : indeed it was peculi- 
arly applicative to. Rehobozm’s prefent  firuation, 
having a kingdom in immediate view. Bur fo infa- 
tuated was this young prince with the thoughts of his 
elevation, that he not only rejected it, but applied to 
perfons of his own age and difpofition, determined 
to abide by their opinion. They debated on the 
point, and, through want of experience, and heat of 
pefion, advifed him to return the people an anfwer 
to thiscfleé 5 “* Vhac fince they complained of his 
“ uredeceilor, they fhould feel more, weight from 
** his litle finger than they had done from the loins 
tather: that if they thought themiclves op- 
“nyeditd berore, chey muit expect more oppreffion 
“now sand thacir his father bad chaftifed them 
“ with whips, he was determined to chatflife them 
“with feorpions,”? 

_ Che week king was highly pleated with this per- 
tinacious reply, luggefted by countellors as weak as 
himtelr, thinking it confonant with his falle ideas of 
majeity :_ fo that upon the third day, when the 
people aflembled in the utmolt anxiety of hope and 
tear, he appeared, and delivered his anfwer to them 
precii¢ly in the words which the young men had re- 
commended. It feems as if ic had been fo ordered 
by Divine Providence, that the prophecy of Ahijah 
might be fulfilled; for thefe words, uttered with all 
the pomp of ftate, io cnraged the multitude, that they 
exclaimed, as with one voice, ‘* What have we to do 

with the houfe of David ? Let him take to him- 

“* felf the temple that his father built.” And this 
leemed to forebode a general revolt. 

When Rehoboam underftood this, he fent Ado- 
ram, one of his officers in the treafury, to pacity them, 
by laying the blame upon fome raih and vehement 
young men: but the people, deaf to all his excul- 
patory arguments, initantly ftoned him to death. 
Phe king, thinking this violence pointed at himfelf 
rather than his officer, thoughe it high time to con- 
fult his own fafety ; fo that he haftened to his chariot, 
and fled to Jerufalem. ‘he tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin abided by him, and proclaimed him king ; 
but the rett of the Hraclites mace choice of Jero- 
boam, declaring they would never again acknow- 
ledge the fovereignty of a defcendant of David. 
Vhus was this great Kingdom divided into two parts, 
and ever after went ander different denominations, 
namcly, the kingdom of Judah, and che kingdom of 
Hivael, though tue latter included the whole before. 

ee fired with indignation at this revolt, 
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fummoned a full convention of the two tribes that 
ftood firm to their allegiance, and drew out risjcoo 
foldiers, propofing to linuelf, with chis body of men, 
to march again the other ten tribes, and, by forec, 
reduce them to obedicnce. 

While be was preparing for this enterprize, he re- 
ceived a vilic from a propher, who, by the Divine di- 
rection, advifed him to defift from profecuring a civil 
war; becaule it was the will of God thar the divi- 
fion of the kingdom fthould come to pals, that the 
prediction of Ahijah might be fultilled. 

Ve fhall now advert to fome of the ations of Je- 
roboam, king of the Hraclites; and thence proceed to 
the hiitory of Rehobeoain, and the two tribes, in due 
ofder. 

Jeroboam enlarged and beautified Schechem, built 
him a palace, and made it a royal city. lie like- 
wile repaired Penuel, a fortitied place on the other 
fide the river Jordan, where he likewile buile a pa- 
lace, co which he frequently reforted, in hopes of 
gaining over the affections of the cwo tribes thac 
were artached to Rehoboam. 

‘Vhe time was now near tor celebrating the fealt of 
tabernacles ; upon which Jeroboam refedled, thar if 
his people fhould repair to Jerufilem to celebrate that 
feflival, the ceremonies of religion might fo far ope- 
rate on their minds, as to induce them to acknow- 
ledge allegiance to his antagoniit, whereby both his 
lite and government would be in imminent danger. 
For prevention, he bethought himlelf of this expe- 
dient. He caufed two golden calvesand two tempics 
to be formed; the one at Bethel, and the other ac 
Dan, which is a town fituated at the head of the 
Leffler Jordin. Thele images were conlecrated in 
both places; after which he fummoned the ten tribes 
under his command, and thus addrefféd them : 


““ Tceis unneceflary, my friends and countrymen, 
“to mention the omniprelence of the Deity : in 
“ whazever place we are, he hears and accepts the 
prayers we offer him. I therefore conceive, thar, 
“© tor the exercile of your religion, it will be totally 
“* needlets to undertake a tedious journey to Jeru- 
falem. You wilk be at no lots for the wane of 
prielts or Levites. The builder of the temple 
© was buta mortallike ourtelves. “Phe goldencalves, 
** which are placed in the temples at Bethel and Dan, 
* have been confecrated as well as the temple at Je- 
** rufalem. Therefore let fuch as are inclined to exe- 
** cute the facerdotal function, qualify themtelves 
“* by facrificing acalf_and a ram ; by which ceremony 
** alone, Aaron, the firftof that order, was initiated 
into the priefthood.” - 


_ By thefe plaufible means the people were feduced 
into apoitacy from the true worfhip of their God, 


and the eflablifhed laws of their country ; and Jero- } 


boam was of courfe the author of all the calamities 
that afterwards befel them, as we fhall fhew in due 
time and order. 

The feftival of the feventh month, or the feaft of 
tabernacles, was now approaching ; and Jeroboam 
formed a refolution of worfhipping the fame way_at 
Bethel, that the two tribes did at ferufalem. “To 
give countenance to this innovation in religion, he 
erected an altar before the golden calf, aflumed to 
himfelf the character and office of high-prieft, and, 
having gone through the different ceremonies, ac- 
cording to the form of the temple worfhip, pro. 
ceeded at length to that of the facrifices. But, as he 
was preparing to put fire to the viclim, inthe fight 
of all the people, there came a prophet from jerufa- 
lem, named Jadon, at that very crifis, and interrupred 
him. Having made his way through the multitude, 
he advanced to the altar, and thus exclaimed; *’O 
* alerar ! altar! chere fhall raife one out of the houfe 
“of Judah, Jofiah by name, who upon thee thall 
deffroy the fale prophets, feducers, and impoflors 
*¢ of thefe times, and upon thee fhall burn their 
© bones. ‘Vhat there may be no doubt. of this pre- 
* digtion being fulfilled, its authority fhall now be 
“confirmed bya fign. Behold the altar fhall be 
*¢ rent, and the tat_of the facrifices that are upon it 
** fhall be poured forth upon the ground.” 

The king was fo incenfed at this fj ecch from the 
prophet, that, ftretching out his hand, he com- 
manded the people who ftood by to feize him, bur, 

Li at 


“ 


c 


° 





Q- 
i235 


Reb sbogay 
ria 





+ ats 
sumat tie 
aevolters, 





Rehobo tn 
ie sada 
nithed by a 
prophea. 





Adis of [es 
robsam, 


Jerohaam 
fobs uy ideas 
at Nethel 
and bane 


Vis addrefs. 


The mule 
tude ate tee 
duced toitae 


AUrys 


PrediGion 
of judges 
ents v= 


ranitl ides 


Ia 1 








Rings rey 





eo a 


i 


















































F DIDDDODD 99.9 9.9993.09 9599-9 


rs 
Pd 
cd 
- 
° 
- 
a 
pe 
* 
- 
* 
Bs 
sw 
Ps 
- 
- 
pa 
- 
Ps 
- 
Py 
PS 
o 
. 
o 
Ps 
2 
e 
= 
- 
° 
: 
Fs 
PS 
o 
Ps 
- 
Ps 
a 
- 
PS 
a 
pe 
a 
Ps 
- 
+ 
Ps 
a 
a 
Pa 
- 
Ps 
» 
- 
- 
- 
> 
Ps 
e 
- 
° 
Bs 
PS 
- 
ey 


RES 


FETERUAAE RERUN ROT 
LEU EURSRRRR ERA 


I 


Ae 
a eu wd 


| 


| 


ray ee ee) (arenes 
ipa iT TL SA ERC ALUN LN palo 
“ aeeeit eaiper ye seaalnt Bs Bont 
Ubeoke delist. Ce ? eS aero ae a ; : 
‘See TWOLSTRY 77/0 KPO STACY of JEROBOAM, or of Iracl, while 


yerasfollom tet by hee al hiuf-hes favownte ad De ie Mh dreadful: Cala 


f- Oy en 
WUC of hes ¢ Iibyret SS Pied 9 theatet directs by 7. Covkee Neorg Later este0 ROTM Ge 






Grygnionscy M 








Jerobaa1 
Redibe vue 
[es apply © 
die new 





ue 
as to his 
regal cone 


caste 


Book vint. 


was then in Egypt, being urged by fome of the 
sulers, haftened thither alfo on the fame errand. 

On his arrival he applied, together with many of 
the heads of the tribes; to Rehoboam, and advifed 
him to adopt a mild form of government, (obierving 
thar, in fome initances, his rather was. oppreffive ;) 
and, inftead of rendering himielf an object of terror 
to his fubjeéts, his fafety and happineis required him 
co regulate hisconduct in fuch a manner, as to obtain: 
an acquiefcence with the meafures he purfued from. 
an affection to his perfon, rather chan a dread of his 

Wer. : , ’ 
per his they humbly recommended to his confidera- 
tion; and Rehoboam defired them to return in three 
days, when he would give them an aniwer. The de- 
lay raifed fome jealouly in the minds of the people as 
to the refult; for they confidered thatfo reafonablea 
requelt could not be denied, efpecially by a young 
prince, if difpofed.:te, promote the intereft and hap. 
pinels of his fubjeége.: £ : 
no means implied a*:denial, they waited the event 
with hopes of fuccefs. _ é as ; 

Inconfequence of this gencral application, Reho- 
boam called together the friends and counfellors. of 
his late father, and requefted of them their advice 
refpecting the anfwer he fhould give to their re- 








quelt,, Being well affeéted to the public caufe, and. 


acquainted with the difpofition of the people, they. 
recommended to him, by all. means, to treat them 
with courtely and condefcenfion; afluring him that 
he would gain much more upon them by a popular 
freedom, than by affuring the formalities of majefty 
and ftate; nothing being fo conducive to gain and 
preferve the loyalty of a people, as the condeicen- 
fion and affability of their prince. : 

More fage counfel could not have been given on a 
general or particular occafion : indeed it was peculi- 
arly applicative, to Rehoboam’s prefent fituation, 
having a kingdom in immediate view. But fo infa- 
tuated was this young prince with the thoughts of his 
elevation, that he not only rejected it, but applied to 
perfons of his own age and difpofition, determined 
to abide by their opinion. They debated on the 
point, and, through want of experience, and heat of 
pafion, advifed him to return the people an anfwer 
to thiseffeét ; “* That fince they complained of his 
“ predeceffor, they fhould feel more. weight from 
** his little finger than they had done from the loins 
* ofhis father: that if they thought themfelves op- 
‘ preffed before, they mult expect more oppreffion 
“ now: and thatif his father had chaftiled them 
“ with whips, he was determined to chaftife them 
* with {corpions.” ’ i . ws 

The weak king was highly pleafed with this per- 
tinacious reply, fuggefted by countfellors as weak as 
himfelf, thinking it confonant with his falfe ideas of 
majefty : fo that upon the third day, when the 
people affembled in the utmoft anxiety of. hope and 
fear, he appeared, and delivered his anfwer to them 
precifely in the words which the young men had re- 
commended. Itfeems as if it had been fo ordered 
by Divine Providence, that the prophecy of Ahijah 
might be fulfilled, for thefe.words, uttered with all 
the pomp of ftate, fo enraged the multitude, that they 
exclaimed, as with one voice, ‘* What have we to do 
“ with the houfe of David ? Let-him take to him- 
“* felf the temple that his father built.” And this 
feemed to forebode a general revolt. : 

When Rehoboam underftood this, he fent Ado- 
ram, one of his officers in the treafury, to pacify them, 
by laying the blame upon fome rafh and vehement 
young men: but the people, deaf to all his excul- 


. 


* patory arguments, inftantly ftoned him to death. 


The king, thinking this violence pointed at himfelf 
rather than his officer, thought it high time to con- 
fult his own fafety ; fo that hehaftened to his chariot, 
and fled to Jerufalem. he tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin abided by him, and proclaimed him king ; 


but the reft of the Ifraelites made choice of Jero- ~ 


boam, declaring they would never again acknow- 

ledge the fovereignty of a defcendant of David. 

Thus was this great kingdom divided into two parts, 

and ever after went under different denominations, 

namely, the kingdom of Judah, and the kingdom of 

Hrael; though the latter included the whole before. 
Relisbodn, fired with indignation at this revolt, 

O. Il, 


However, as_fufpenfion by.. 


_time and order. 
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’ fummoned a full convention of the two tribes that 


ftood firm to their allegiance, and drew out 180,000 
foldiers, propofing to himielf, with this body of men, 
to march again the other ten tribes, and, by force, 
reduce them to obedience. 

While he was preparing for this enterprize, he re- 
ceived a vifit from a prophet, who, by rhe Divine di- 
rection, advifed him to defift from profecuting a civil 
war; becaufe it was the will of God that the divi- 
fion of the kingdom -fhould come to pafs, that the 
prediction.of.Ahijah might be fulfilled. 

We fhall now advert to fome of rhe actions of Je- 
roboam, king of the Ifraelites; and thence proceed to 
me hiftory of Rehoboain, and the two tribes, in due 
order. be : : : 

.. Jeroboam enlarged and beautified Schechem, built 
him a palace, and made it a royal city. He like- 
wife repaired Penuel, a fortified place on the other 
fide the river Jordan, where he hkewife built a pa- 
lace, to which he frequently reforted, in;hopes of 
Gaining over the affections of the two tribes, that 
were attached to Rehoboam. . fh aay 

.. The tire was now near for celebrating the féatt of 
tabernacles ; upon which Jeroboam reflected, thar if 
his people fhould repair to Jerufalem to celebrate that 
feftival, the ceremonies of religion might fo far ope- 
rate on their minds, as to induce them to acknow- 
ledge allegiance to his antagonift, whereby both his 
life and government would be in imminent danger. 
For prevention, he bethought himfelf of this expe- 
dient. He caufed two golden calvesand two templcs 
to be formed; the one at Bethel, and the other at 


‘Dan, which is a town fituated at the head of the 
‘Leffler Jordan. 


Thefe images were confecrated in 
both places; after which he fummoned the ten tribes 
under his command, and thus addreffed them : 


ce 
« 
6 


to mention the omniprefence of the Deity: in 
whatever place we are, he hears and accepts the 
prayers we offer him. I therefore conceive, that, 
tor the exercife of your religion, it will be totally 
“* needlefs to undertakea tedious journey to Jeru- 
falem. You will be at no lofs for the want of 
© priefts or Levites. The builder of the temple 
** was buta mortallike ourfelves. The goldencalves, 
*¢ which are placed in the temples at Bethel and Din, 
© have been confecrated as well as the temple at Je- 
** rufalem. Therefore let fuch as are inclined to exe- 
* cute the facerdotal function, qualify themfelves 
“* by facrificing acalf and aram ; by which ceremony 
** alone, Aaron, the firftof that order, was initiated. 
** jnto the prictthood.” mo 


_ By thefe plaufible means the people were feduced 
into apoftacy from the true worfhip of their God, 
and the eftablifhed laws of their country ; and Jero- 
boam was of courfe the author of all the calamities 
that afterwards befel ther, as we fhall fhew in due 


ae 


The feftival of the feventh month, or the feaft of 
tabernacles, was now approaching ; and Jeroboam 
formed a refolution of worfhipping the fame way art 
Bethel, that the two tribes did at Jerufalem. To 
give countenance to this innovation in-religion, he 
erected an altar before the golden calf, aflumed to 
himfelf the character and office of high-prieft, and, 
having goné through the different ceremonies, ac- 
cording to the form of the temple worfhip, pro- 
ceeded at length to that of the facrifices. But, as he 
was preparing to put fire to the victim, inthe fighr 
of all the people, there came a prophet from Jerufa- 
lem, named Jadon, at that very crifis, and interrupted 
him. Having made his way through the multitude, 
he advanced to the altar, and thus exclaimed; ‘“* O 
*¢ alrar! altar! there fhall raife one out of the houfe 
© of Judah, Jofiah by name, who upon thee fhall 
© deftroy the falfe prophets, feducers, and imp oftors 
*¢ of thefe times, and upon thee fhall burn their 
© bones. : 
*¢ diction being fulfilled, its authority 
“¢ confirmed bya fign. { 
<¢ rent, and the fat of the facrifices that are upon it 
*¢ fhali be poured forth upon the ground.” : 

The king was fo incenfed at this fpeech from the 
prophet, that, ftretching out his hand, he com- 
roe the people who ftood by to feize him; but, 
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benumbed, 


at the very inftant, his hand became fo t 
At the fame 


that he could not draw it back again. 


time the altar fell to pieces, as was prefaged ; and the 


fat of the facrifices was {pitt uponthe ground. Je- 
roboam, convinced, at length, that the prophet was 
vetted with a Divine coramiffion, perceived his own 
impiety, and earneftly requefted him to fupplicate the 
Almighty for the reftoration of | his withered hand. 
"The prophet readily complied with this requeft ; and 
Jeroboam, having received the ufe of his limb, grate- 
fully acknowledged the benefit of the cure, and 
carneftly preffed his benefactor to {tay and take fome 
refrefhment with him. But the prophet declined 
the invitation, in confequence of a Divine injunction, 
not to tafte bread or wine in that city, nor to return 
the fame way hecame. His abftinence and referve 
induced the king to be more attentive to what he pre- 
dicted, than he otherwife would havebeen; and hisan- 
xiety increafed ashe continued torefleét upon theevent. 

‘There was at this time, in Bethel, a certain falfe 
prophet, who, by the flattering events which he pre- 
tended would come to pafs, had highly ingratiated 
himfelf with Jeroboam.. Tle was far advanced in 
years ; and being informed, by his fons, of the famous 
prophet who was come from Jerufalem, and the mi- 
racles he had wrought in the fight of the people, 
notwithftanding he was opprefie¢d with many and 
great infirmities, he arofe from his bed, and being 
mounted on his ais, went immediately in quelt of the 
ftranger. This rapid motion was the relult of the 
falfe prophet’s apprehenfion of being fupplanted in 
the kine’s favour. He came up with Jadon as he was 
refting himfelf under the, fhade of a fpreading oak. 
‘The formality of falutation having paffed between 
them, the falfe prophet complained of the unkindnefs 
of the ftranger in not having called at his habita- 
tion, and partaking of the fare which it afforded, 
ttrongly urging him, at the fame time, to return and 
take fome refrefhment, The ftranger réefufed his 
requelt, affigning the fame reafon for it as he had 
done to the king. The old man replied, that the 
prohibition did not extend to him, for that he him- 
felé was a prophet, and fent exprelsly by the Divine 
command to eat with him. Jadon was at length 
prevailed on by the falfe prophet to return; and 
while they were feated at table, and engaged in 
familiar converfe, a vifion fuddenly appeared, and 
not only gave himto underftand that he fhould be 
punifhed tor his difobedience, but informed him in 
what manner the punifhment should, ‘be inflicted, 
which was, that he fhould be torn in pieces upon the 
way by a lion, and that his body fhould not be laid in 
the tomb of his anceftors. : 

Nor was it long before this awful fentence was put 


inexecution; for as Jacon was on his return to Je- 
rufalem, he was fuddenly attacked by a ‘lion, and 
inftantly difpatched. But the beaft neither tore his 
body, nor did the leaft injury to the afs on which he 
rode. An account of this difafter being brought to 
the falfe prophet by fome travellers who pafied that 
way, he eppoinie: his fons to fetch the body into 
the city, which being done, he caufed it to be mag- 
interred in his own _fepulchre, ftri@ly 


nificently inte ; 
charging his fons, whenever he died, to lay his body 
as near that of this prophet as poffible. e declared 


at the fame time, that he was confident that what 
he had foretold concerning the altar of Bethel, the 


prietts, and the falfe prophets, would moft certainly | 


come to pals. 

The funeral obfequies were no fooner_ performed, 
and this charge given to his fons, than the falfe pro- 
phet, with his ufual impiety and perfidy, went to 
Jeroboam, and, finding him much agitated in his 
mind, atked him why he fhould be thus affected by 
the words of a frantic madman? The king then 
adverted to the miraculous fignsof thealtar, and the 
withering and reltoration of his own hand, as the aw- 
ful caufe of his perturbation; adding, that had he 
not been a prophet from_on high, he could not have 
given fuch proofs of a Divine commilffion. 

"The falfe prophet ufed every effort to invalidate 
that conviction by which the king was fo apparently 
imprefied, and attempted to pertuadé him that his 
hand was enfeebled_by the labour it had undergone 
in fupporting the viétims, and that upon its refting 
a fhore time, ic returned to its former flate: That 
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the altar was newly erected, and crufhed by th 
weight of the facrifices laid upon it. He then see 
fully introduced the manner in which the prophet, 
who had foretold the things that fo much alarmed 
him, was taken off, and had recourfe to every means 
of working the king into a difbelicf of the predic. 
tions. : 

Nor were his efforts in vain; for Jeroboam, blind- 
ed by his arts, and feduced by his infinuations, be- 
came totally alienated from God and his true Wor- 
fhip, and abandoned to impiety and profligacy in the 
higheft degree. He feemed to have bidden defiance 
toevery thing facred either in heaven or earth, and 
to haveadded prefumption to idolatry. But wepafs on 
from the aéts of Jeroboam to thofe of Rehoboam. 

This king, who was of thetwo tribeswhich maintain- 
ed their allegiance to him, ‘as the fon and fucceffor of ee 
David, was as little deferving of his ftation as his 1 Ri 
rival. He built and_fortified feveral confiderable ve 
cities, as Bethlehem, Etan, Tekoa, Bethzar, Shoco 
Adullam, Ipa, Marefha, Ziph, Adoraim, Lachifh, 
Afekah, Zorah, Ajalen, and Hebron, all-in the tribe 
of Judah, befides teveral places no leis confiderablein 
that of Benjamin. ‘Thefe he provided with garri- 
fons, governors, ‘corn, wine and oil, with all necef- 
faries in abundance, for their maintenance and de- 
fence. During his refidence at Jerufalem, the prietts 
and Levites that were in all Ifrael, and fuch of the Many efts 

eople in general as were attached to thetrue religion yee 
eft their refpective places of abode, that they might Igy go 
enjoy the privilege of worfhipping God inthe man- Jee 
ner of their forefathers. They were difgufted with ond 
the tyrannical and idolatrous practices of Jeroboam rligice 
in forcing them to the adoration of images, to the 
difhonour of the one only and true God, and in viola- 
tion of his pofitivecommand. Sogeneral, indeed, was 
the revolt, that, in the courfeof three years, the power 
and intereft of Rehoboam were greatly augmented. 
The firft wife this prince efpoufed was his kint- andoi 
woman, by whom he had three children. He atter- fying 
wards married Maacah, the daughter of Thamar, ™™ | 
who was the daughter of Alofalom, by whom he had 
Abijah. He had many ozer children by other | 
wives, but he loved Maacah above them ail. He 
had, upon the whole, eighteen wives and thirty concu- 
bines, by whom he had twenty-eight fons and fixty 
daughters: but he appointed Abijah his fucceffor in 
the kingdom, and entrufted him with his treafures 
and the command of his fortified cities. : 

It appeared in the inftance of Rehoboam, as in 
many others, that grandeur and profperity has led Thebs 
men into impiety and irreligion. For, elated with “ive 
his pre-eminence, his fon threw off the mafk, and Sse 
difcovered his inclination towards idolatry ; and, as impls:s 
his example was followed by his fubjects, they foon silos 
forfook the worfhip of the true God, and carried their me 
idolatrous practices to a moft extravagant height. 
Indeed it is evident, from obiervation, that the lower 
clafs of mankind become depraved through the per- 
nicious éxample of their fuperiors ; for the immo- 
rality of a prince has a baneful influence on the con- 
duét of the fubjects: nay, fome falfely imagine it 
Jaudable to imitate even the vices of thofe who are 
called the great, Thus it was at this time, when the 
people became idolatrous in their worfhip, and im- 
moral in their praétice, in conformity with the plea- 
fure and example of their king. : , 
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Shifoak befieges Ferufalem, and plunders the feimple. 
Death of Reboboam. , Heis ficceeded by his fon Abi- 
jab. Predittion of a prophet to Feroboam of the de- 
Srudtion of bimfelf and family. 


AS a punifhment for this defection, the Almighty 

was pleafed, in the fifth year of Rehoboam’s 
reign, to avenge himfelf on him and his people, by 

the means of Shifhak, king of Egypt; not Sefoitris, 

as related, through error, by Herodotus. This prince sis 
invaded his dominions with a moft formidable force, opguiss* 
amounting to one thoufand two hundred chariots, againg J 
fixty thoufand horfe, and four hundred thoufandfoots 
the army being. chiefly compofed of Africans an 


Ethiopians. With this powerful armament he fe 
- ‘ypon 












upon the Fiebrews, made himfelf matter of their 
ftrongeft cities without oppofition, and having lett 
garrifons in them, proceeded to Jerufalem, whéreRe- 
; hoboam and his people were blocked up in the town. 
B he tHe- In this dilemma the Hebrews befought the Al- 
gees mighty, by prayer and{fupplication, for victory over, 
B Daine aid. and deliverance from, their enemies: but fo flagrant 
had been their impiety, that they could not obtain 
the interpofition of Divine Providence. When Sa- 
meas, the prophet, told them, thar God would for- 
fake them as they had forlaken his worfhip, they 
were in great confternation; and feeing no profpeét 
of deliverance, they moft hum bly acknowledged their 
apoftacy from his laws, and the juft judgement which 
had enfued.’ Being thus difpofed to confefs their 
fins, and implore the Divine forgivenefs, when 
i brought to the very brink of defpair, the prophet 
Brererhet old the king, that the Almighty was pleafed fo far 
eee ill tO accept of their humiliation and repentance, that 
Be Reho- they fhould not be utterly cut off; but that, however, 
they fhould become fubjeé: to the Egyptians, that 
they might learn, by experience, their duty to God, 
in preference to all human authority. ; 
Alarmed at this report of the prophet, Rehoboam 
i. delivered up Jerufalem to Shifhak, upon certain con- 
ri Jet ditions: but the Egyptians, without regard to faith 
‘4 or honour, violated the treaty, pillaged the temple, 
* and carried away plate and treafure belonging to the 
temple, as well as the king, to an immenfe value, 
He took with him Solomon’s golden fhields and 
bucklers, together with the golden quivers that Da- 
vid had taken from the king of Sophena, and dedi- 
cated to the purpole of adorning the temple. When 
he had thus done, he returned to his own country. 
*y Herodotus, of Halicarnaffus, makes mention of this 
“- expedition, miftaking only the king’s name, where 
a. he {peaks of his march through jeveral other coun- 
~ tries, and of his reducing Syria of Paleftine without 
oppofition. Now it is manifeft that the_hiftorian 
intended to record the fubjeétion of our nation by the 
Tgyptians; for he mentions, ** That he left behind 
“him pillars in thé land of thofe who fubmitted to 
“him without oppofition, and engraved upon them 
** images, emblamatical of the pufilanimity of the 
““men, in giving up the country without one effort 
“to defend it.” It is evident that Rehoboam, 
our king, furrendered without oppofition. He like. 
wile fays, ‘* That the Ethiopians took the cuftom 
“of circumcifing from the Egyptians.” It is alfo 
univerfally agreed that the Philiftines, and the people 
of Syria of Paleftine, had it from thence; nor are 
there any other people of that country circumcifed 
but the Hebrews, ; 
Upon the return of Shifhak to his own country, 
after this depredation, Rehoboam was reduced fo low, 
as to be under the neceffity of repairing the lofs of 
the golden fhields and bucklers with the fame num- 
erof brazen ones, for the ufe and ornament of his 
Guards. After this tranfa@ion there is nothing of 
yoportance to be related concerning Rehoboam; his 
fear being a conftant check upon him, with refpeé& 
to the animofity that fubfifted between him and‘ his 
l formidable rival, Jeroboam. He lived fifty-feven 
cars, and died in the eighteenth year of his reign, 
ac was aprince weak and arrogant, and facrificed 
himlelf, his government, and expectation, to his va- 
nity and obitinacy, in refufing the wile counfel of 
lage and upright men. He was buried in the city of 
David at Jerufalem, amongft the kings of Irael. 
Hewas fuéceeded by his fon Abijah, intheeighteenth 
year of Jeroboam’s reign over the ten tribes, 
mai. | Having brought the reign of Rehoboam to acon- 
# Js Clufion, we fhall revert to the hiftory of Jeroboam. 
: Uhis prince perfifted in his idolatry and immorality. 
He daily multiplied altars in the high places, and 
appointed priefts to officiate unworthy of the facred 
fundtions. The ‘Almighty, in righteous judgement, 
on avenged the indignation offered his facred name, 
s Upon himielf and his family. It foon happened that 
* “olnes, his fon, fell ick; upon which he ordered his 
. “ite to drefs herfelf as a private perfon, and go to 
zy WE prophet Ahijah, at Shiloh, (who had formerly 
Prediéted that he himfelf fhould obtain the royal dig. 
nity), and enquire of him the fate ofthe child. The 
brophet was now dim-fighted with age; therefore Je- 
roboam thought it might beeafy to impole upon him, 
I 
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* preateft part of the kingdom. The Almighty, 
** however, will not fuffer him long to pofiefs what 


*€ he has fo iniquitoufly obtained, but will feverely - 


*© punifh him for his crimes, and caufe thofe rapa- 
** cious and oppreffive meafures to ceafe, which, in- 
** {tead of endeavouring’ to terminate, he employs 
““ his conftant attention to aggravate. What caule 
“* can be affigned for this falling off? You never re- 
** ceived any injurious treatment from my father. 
** Once, indeed, incited by evil coufel, (of which Je- 
** roboam was the principal caufe), he unhappily 
‘made ufe of an improper exprefiion, upon which 
** Jinquifhing allegiance to your fovereign; but your 
** duty to your God. 
** with deliberation, and have judged more favour- 
“ably of that weaknefs which is incidental to all 
S¢ mankind. You fhould alfo have reflected on my 
“* father’s youth, and that he did not affect to be en- 
“© dowed with the powers of oratory. You: fhould 
°* alfo have confidered him as the fon_of Solomon; 
*¢ from whom you had received fuch fignal _obliga- 
“tions. I fhould have fuppofed that all .thefe con- 


** fiderations might have induced you to excufe an, 


** hafty expreffion; and on the father’s . account, it 
«c > =e . 
would have been no more than an act of juftice to 
** have made fome {mall allowance for the fon. But 
*¢ it is evident you never confidered thefe things, nor 
S, is it probable, if I may form my judgement from’ 
ws the forces now before us. In what is your ulti- 
<, imate refource fixed? It cannot furely be in your 
a golden figures of calves, your altars and: high 
places. ‘You confide in your evil deeds, and_ not 
* in your religious practices. You aét in oppofition 
“to every law, Divine and human: againft both 
** you militate in taking up arms againft us, who have 
S* always worshipped the true God; not an idol car- 
*° ved from {tone or wood, and impofed upon a weak 
** and credulous: multitude, by the impiety of their 
** prince; but : : 
** who is the primary and ultimate caufe of all things. 


“* Repent, therefore, of the wickednefs you have 


** committed, and follow better courfes hereafter; 
“or, ifyouare determined to contend, let it be for 
“* the protection of thofe laws from which you de- 
** rive your prefent greatnefs and felicity.” 

his expoftulation from the mouth. of Abijah, 
had not the leaft effeét upon the mind of -Jeroboam, 
who, during the time he was fpeaking, ordered a 
detachment to march round, and intercept his retreat. 
The troops of Abijah were greatly alarmed at this 
unexpected manceuvre; but their leader encouraged 
them to preferve their fortitude, exhorting them to 
depend upon the protection of the Almighty, who 
would render abortive the moft confummate 
treachery levelled againft the righteous caufe they 
were engaged to fupport. Thele words from the 
king revived the courage of his troops, and they ad- 
drefied themfelvesin humble fupplication to the Al- 
mighty for fuccefs; till at length the charge being 
founded by the prieft, they fell on with a mighty 
clamour, attacked the enemy with fuch vigour, that 
they were foon defeated, with a flaughter, thatis not 
parallelled in the hiftory of any war either of the 
Greeks or barbarians. Five hundred thoufand men 


” fell upon the fpot, and their ftrongeft places were ta- 


Death of 
Abijah. 


Neath of 
Jeroboam. 
Retrofpect 
of his 
relyn. 


ken andrifled. After thisdefeat Jeroboam was never 
able to make head againft his adverfary. Abijah, 
however, did not long furvive this memorable event, 
but, after a fhort reign of hardly three years, paid the 
debt of nature, and was buried at Jerufalem in the 
fepulchre of his anceitors. He left behind him twen- 
ty-two fons and fixteen daughters, which he had by 
fourteen women. Afa, his fon; whofe mother’s 
name was Maacha, fucceeded him on the throne; 
and, under his government, the Ifraelites enjoyed the 
bleflings of peace for a term of ten years. 

In the fecond year of Afa’s reign, and the twenty- 
fecond of his own, died Jeroboam, the king of the 
ten tribes. His reign was famous (or rather inia- 
mous) for the revolt of thole ten tribes, the public 
inftitution of idolatry, and the victory obtained over 
him by Abijah, king of the two tribes of Judah. 

Jeroboam was fucceeded by his fon Wadab, who 
followed the impious: example of his father.” His 


reign was but fhort; for, at the clofe of about two 


* every one of you departed in a rage, not only re-' 


You ought to have proceeded’ 


’ forefathers. 


- veral ‘places on the frontiers of his kingdom. 


God, the Creator of heaven and earth, 


Book Vi. 
years, Yeading forth an army, again{t:Gabothou, 2° 
city of the Philiftines, thinking it.might be raken — . 
by affaule, he was cut off bythe treachery ofa prog: Nets 
feffed friend, called Baafha, who feized “upon the num 


S i fuccetyy j 
government, and deftroyed the whole houfe of Jerg. fia by ” 
boam, according to the prophecy denounced by Beatin 

cl. 


Ahijah, “* That the dogs fhould cat of Jeroboam’s icning: 
** ftock that died in the city, and that the fowls of-the who'e 
*¢ the air fhould eat him that died ‘in the fields.’?: houteot 
This was the refult of their impious apoftacy, “and!"""* 
moft flagitious conduct. vi . 


CHAP. VI. 


Afa avirtuousand upright prince. Defeats Zareus, king- 

of Ethiopia. Invites the king of Damiafeus ‘to affjt 

im againft Baafba, who is taken off by death, as 
was his fou and fuccefor, Zimri. 





Ak: king of Jerufalem, was a prince of a moft ' Sin, ' 
excellent difpofition, andlaudably employed the furs | 
interval of peace, for the firft ten years of ie TEIN, tion of ne | 
in removing the abominable vices which had been ‘sion ad 
introduced among the people. He was, in fact,aman """* 
of pure religion and morals, and lived in {trict con. 
formity to the laws of God, as handed down by his 

‘ Fe reétifled the errors of government, 

and purged his dominions from the abominations of 
idolatry, and the corruption of diffolute manners. ~ 

During this interval of peace, he alfo ee 
tle 
likewife trained up the greater part of his fubjeéts to 
the art of war; infomuch that, in a fhort time, he 
had an army of three hundred thoufand men of the 
tribe of Judah, armed with fhields and fpikes; and 
two hundred and fifty thoufand of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, with fhields and arfrows. . 

Towards the latter end of the tenth year of his reign, 7... 
Zareus, king of Ethiopia, invaded Judea with an fakes 
army of nine hundred thoufand foot, one ‘hundred expetia 
thoufand horfe, and three hundred charicts. When 2844+ 
he was. advanced as far as Marefa, a city in the de- 
pendency of Judah, Afa marched with his army 
againit him, and encamped in a certain valley called 
Saphatha, at a-fmall diftancefromtheenemy. “When 
he faw their very formidable power, he invoked the 
Divine aid, declaring that hehad taken up arms only 
through the confidence he repofed in’ the protection 
of the Almighty, and that his affiftance would 
morethan compenfate for the inferiority of numbers, 
and every other apparent difadvantage. Upon this 
humble application, he was encouraged with tokens 
and affurances of victory. 

Nor was it long before they were made good; for, 
elated thereby, Afa charged the enemy with fuch in- 
vincible fortitude, that they immediately gave way, 
and a total rout enfued, attended with prodigious 
flaughter. He purfued them to the pfain of Gerar, 
and there guiting the purfuit, took and rifled the 
city itfelf, and likewife the camp of the enemy, car- 
rying off with him an immenfe booty in goldand 
cattle, . 

_ Having, through the interpofition of Divine Pro- 
vidence, gained this fignal victory, the king returned | 
in triumph with his army to Jerufalem. Whenthey 
had got within a fmall diftance of the city, he was 
met by Azariah, the prophet, who having command- 
cane to halt, addrefled him in words to this ef- 

eck: : 











| Makes aie 
Uitary pre 
parations. 


The Eke 
pians side 
feated, 


“Tr hath pleafed the Almighty, on account of ae 
“* your piety and virtue, to give you this fignal vic- arin 
“et . : 4. £ Vi shde 

tory; and if you proceed in the like difctharge of res 
“* your duty infuture, you may be affured that fuc- 

** cefs will attend all your undertakings. But 1 
“ever you deviate from the religion and_laws ot 
‘* your torefathers, you will fuffer the mhoft dread- 
“* ful calamities; and the time will come in which 
‘* there fhall not be,a true prophet among ye, nor 4 
‘© prieft worthy the dignity of his funétions. Your 
“ cities fhall be razed, and your people difperféd 
*“Jike vagrants throughout the earth. Exercile, 
* therefore, yourfelves in aéts of piety and Virtues perses 
* and unanimoully offer your acknowledgementand a 
2 thank{giving to God for the bleffings you at pre- a 
Si : > 4 - 
fent enjoy. 7 oe The 
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diction. ° The news of Elah’s death, and the affaffin’s 
ufurping the crown, reaching Gabathon, while the omni de- 
army was before the town, they declared for Omri, clhied king 
their general, who immediately railed the fiege of bY the army 
that place, marched to Tirzah, and took itby itorm. 9, 
This foalarmed Zimri, that teeing all loft, and de- cipiiated hia - 
{pairing of any quarter from the cnemy, he retired owa fate. 
into a private apartment of the palace, to which he 

fet fire, and the whole building was confumed, him- 

a perifhing in the Hames, after a reign of only feven 

days. : 

Every thing was now in a moft embarraffed ftate, 
and the people divided into two factions. ‘ihe one 
fupported the intereft of Omri, and the other that of 
rhiman: but the former carried it; for the latter 
being flain, Omri enjoyed the government without 
interruption, Yhis event happened in the thirtieth 
year ofthe reign of Afa. Omri reigned twelve years; 
fix at Tirzah, and fix at Marcon, which the Greeks 
call Samaria. : He introduced more abominable prac- 
tices, if poffible, than any of his predeceffors. In- 

“ which hadexalted him tothethrone, and not paying deéd, it was their general cuftom to alienate the 
* regard co righteoufnefs and juftice ; two- qualities minds of the people from the love and fervice of the : 

‘ “ moft acceptable to God, and profitable to the ||- true God, and lead them to the commiffion of every 027 ®t 
anronret | people.” The prophet added, thar, ‘* As he had enormity. Therefore the Almighty, in his vengeance, pernicious 
tees © followed the example of Jeroboam in every in- rendered them fucceffively initrumental to the de- example of 
the Divine “© ftance of iniquity, he fhould be rendered as exem-. |} ftruction of one another, till, in the end, the whole Davie 
iekenees “ plary in his punifhment.” Baafha remained in- race became extinct. Omri died at Samaria, and 
eS flexible, notwithitanding the judgement denounced was fucceeded in the government by his fon Ahab. 
te ail ee AGainft him by the prophet, at the Divine command ; Itis worthy of obfervation, that, during the reign 
miinsincors Continuing daily to add to the meafure of his iniqui- of Afa over Judah, Ifrael was fubject to ‘feven or 
rable ties, regardlefs of every tie, civil or facred, and, as eight different princes; as Jeroboam, Nadab, Baafha, 

it were, fetting the Almighty at defiance. Some of Elah, Zimri, Vhaman, Omri, and Ahab; yet fuch : 

his people, having renounced idolatrous tenets, and || was their hardinefg in idolatry, that, in all thefe The difrene 
goneover to Jerufalem, for the fake of engaging in changes, not oneof them ever thought of returning providcnee 

the true worfhip, he marched with an army to Ra- to the houfe of David, or paying attention to the. affords ex- 

mah, a town belonging to the tribe of Judah, fitu- worfhip of the true God at Jerufalem. In the courfe ey mos 
ated about forty furlongs from Jerufalem. This |] of thele occurrences, weare given to underftand how ™"°"* 

place he fortified, in order to make it rhe feat of || the Divine Providence interpofes in human affairs, 

war, and an advantageous fituation for making in- || infhowering down bleffings on the rightcous, and in 

roads into the territories of Ala, as wel).as prevent- the extirpation of the wicked. é : 

fetintes Ing the people from paffing to and fro without per- _ Afa, ane of Jerufalem, and.of the two tribes, 

sities «miffion, and thereby cutting off all communication lived happily in the Divine favour to a great age, in 
gt AS. between his tribes and thofe of Judah. j confideration of his picty and virtue, and departed Death of 

Alfa, apprehenfive of his defigns, and the’ danger to’ this life in peace, after arcign of forty-one years. His eects 
which his country would be expoled, from_the ad- |} fon Jehofhaphat, whom he had by Abida, fucceeded Jehofuphat 
Ahiorm Jacent fituation of fo inveterate a foe, difpatched 


him on the throne of Judah. This prince inherited 
in alunee AMbafTadors to the king of Damafcus, with, prefents, his father’s virtues, and walked according to the ex- 
bah he foliciting his alliance upon a principle of friendfhip ample of his illuftrious anceltor David, that mott 
wee that had fubfilted between the two houfes. The ap- 


Ee t eminent king of Ifrael. : . 
plication of Afahad the defired effect ; for the king Ahab, king of Ifrael, took up his refidence at Sa- 
of Damafcus inftantly broke off with Baafha, fud- 


maria, where he reigned two and twenty years; and i 
denly attacked his fortified places, as Achion, Dan, was one of the moft wicked princes, and abominable T Kings vie 
and Abelmaen, burning fome, and rifling others. idolaters, that ever fatonathrone. He followed the 
Baafha, by thefe means, was compelled to abandon i 


; > mean, 2 ) example of the moft impious of his predeceffors in 
his defigns of fortifying his frontier towns towards their moft abandoned pra€tices, and more particu- 
Judah, ‘in order to defend other parts of his terri- 


larly thofe of Jeroboam. He notonly continued the 
tories thus vigoroufly attacked. Afaavailed himfelf || worfhip of the calves which Jeroboam had fet up, 
sata of this opportunity, by demolifhing the works raifed but having married Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, 
eure AL Ramah, .with the materials of which he erected king of Tyre and Sidon, was by her feduced to the He is fedue 
™  ftrong garrifons in the towns called Gaba and Maf- idolatry of worfhipping her country gods. To in- sd by [e- 
ope ; ae . ? 2 . . bn zcbel, his 
pha. ~ This was the laft of Baatha’s military ex loits dulge her rafh and impetuous difpolition, he erected Wire,’ to ure 
tor he was cut off in his own career by death, and a temple in Samaria, to Baal, the idol of the Tyrians, mot flagrant 
planted groves for the exercife of fuperftitious cere- iHela‘ry- 
monies, andappointed priefts for that impious fervice. 
Indeed, Ahab was furrounded with idolaters and pre- 
fligates, being of a fimilar difpofition, averfe to what- 
ever was good, and prone to every kind of evil. 
In order to render the abandoned Hraelites, in_ge- 
neral, and their impious king, in particular, ienfible 
of the enosmities chey daily committed, there came 
to Ahab a prophet, who was a Tifhbite, and born in ,,,, 
aes at: . , Elias, the 
the city of Gilead. The purport of his meffage was prophet 
to tell the king that, from the time of his departure (called in 
there fhould not falla fingle drop of rain, nor fhould the Ol Te- 
* : ¥ « . ament 
there be the leait fign of dew in all that province, till utijah\ore« ' 
the time of his return. ‘This prediétion he con- telisa’ | 
firmed with the ftrongelt affurances. 1 aE \ 
After the prophet had executed the Divine com- ? *i?#*# | 
miffion, he proceeded to the fouthward, 111) he came 1s tupptied 
toa brook, where he ftopped for the prefent, in Or. with food by : 
der to refrefh himfelf with water; the ravens, day by “ ™*** \ 
day, duly fupplying him with food, Yhrough the 
continuance of the drought the water of the brook 
began to fail, upon which the prophet moved, by 
Divine dire&tion, to Sareptha, 2a town between aus 
‘ ap 


Boox VII. 
The words of the prophet were extremely grateful 
Kingand to the king in particular, and the people in general; 
pene rm and ic became their ftudy and practice, both in pub- 
apeus and 00 and private life, to maintain inviolate the reli- 
Sie gion and laws of their country; to promote which 
Taudable purpofe, the king appointed commiffioners 
throughout-his dominions, to fuperintend both civil 
and ecclefiaftical concerns. Such was the prefent 
fituation of Afa, king of the two tribes. We now 
return to Baafha, king of the Hraelites, who, having 
taken off Nadab, the fon of Jeroboam, ulurped the 
government of the ten tribes. b : 
Adana This ufurper reigned four years, during which he 
Avaerot refided athis palace in Tarfhifh, He exceeded Je- 
buh. —roboam and his fon in impiety and immorality, was 
oppreffive to his people, and contumacious towards . 
his God, infomuch that a prophet was commiffioned 
to tell him, that “© The Almighty would extirpate 
“¢ him and his houfe from the tace of the earth, as - 
“ he had done that of Jeroboam before him, for 
“ his ingratitude and difobedience to that power 





























Impiety of 








buried in the city of Arfanes. He was fucceeded, on 
the throne of Ifrael, oy his fon Elah, who was as pro- 
tan . pees a character as his father. His reign, however, 
ate oe ort; for, in the fecond year, while he was ca- 
ey, TOUliNg In the houfe of one of his principal officers 
aut of ftate, he was affaffinated by Zimri, one of his 
'y Srandees; a troop of horfe breaking in upon him, 
in the abfence of fis guards, who were then upona 
military exploit. 









et 


CHAP. VII. 


Omri is chofen king. Zimri fets fire to the palace, and 
‘ 7 . é f 2 
Perifoes in the Vases ibe a noft viens ‘prince, 
fucceeds to the throne. Prediftion of calamities Ly 
the prophet. Febu afcends the throne of Ifrael, 
aid Hazael that of Syria. Hiftory of Naboth, who 
isftoned at the inftigation of Fexebel, Abab’s queci. 


ZIMRI, by treacherous means; having advanced 
ae nel to the throne, exterminated the whole 
3 or hic aafha, as had been the fate of .Jeroboam, 
nls daring impieties, according to prophetic pre- 
No. qr, “ Kk k 
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136 Boox, Vint 
and Sidon for he had been foretold by a voice from ** vant into the hand of -Ahab to flay me? As the He expres 
on high, that he fhould there find a widow woman to “* Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or kine. feat aed sp 
receive and furnifh him with every neceffary, refrefh- * dom whither the king hath not fent to feel thee . Pz: 
ment. ; ** and when they faid, He is not here, he took an 

In obedience therefore to the Divine éommand, the “* oath of the inhabitants that they found thee not: 
prophet fec out, and having nearly reached the end ** and now thou fayeit, Go, tell thy king, behold, 
of his journey, he obferved a woman gathering fticks “* Elias is here. As foon as I am gone from thee. 
not far from the fpot, whom he concluded to be the ** thou mayeft be carried whither I know not; fo 
widow to whom he had been directed. This in- “* when I tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he will 
duced him to call to her, requefting that fhe would ** flay me. I thy fervant feared the Lord from my 
fetch him a little water to quench his thirft. He S° youth. "Was it nor told my lord what I did, when 
alfo, as fhe was going for the water, defired fhe “© Jezebel New the prophets, that I hid an hundred 
would bring with her a morfel of bread. The wo- “*.of them ina cave, and provided them with fufte- 
man folemnly protefted, that an handful of meal, and ** nance?” Elias bid him fear nothing, bur go to 
a little oil, were all fhe had to keep herfelf_ and fon the king, folemnly affuring him that he would pre. 
from ftarving, and that fhe was gathering fticks to fent himfelf to Ahab that very day. 

theprapher DAKE it into.a cake. But the prophet encouraged Thus affured, Obadiah went in fearch of the king. 

he prophet : - . Ss 
fsentertain. her to do as he requefted, as foon as the cake was whom having found he afterwards introduced Elias. 

ed by a poor prepared: affuring her, at the fame time, that neither At the firft interview the king began to upbraid him The kt 

Rene ra her meal or oil fhould fail during the time of the with being the caufe of the calamity under which the reproach 

nanceher famine. ‘The-woman did as the prophet directed, nation had fo long laboured. The prophet boldly Els xs 

provifion is and found his words proved ftritly true; for though returned the charge, and, after having taxed him [e* 

miaculew- fhe and her fon, together with her gueft, conftantly with the worfhip of talfe gods, and fuppreffing the -"* 

yospr'<*- had recourfe to the barrel of meal and crufe of oil for true religion, defired him to fummon che multitude 
food, they were no fooner diminifhed, than an im- to meet upon Mount Carmel, together with his priefts 
mediate fupply took place; nor did it fail until the and prophets, and thofe of his wife. Theking fum- athin 
drought ceated. z moned them, and they accordingly met. Elias then suittin 

Tetimeny __ Menander mentions this drought in his hiftory of || addreffed them in words tothe following purport: pees 

SE Menine Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians. ‘* In his time (fays 2 How long will you live thus in uncertainty of the, 

ingthe “* he) there was an extreme drought for want of ** mind and opinion ? If you believe the God we 

drought, ** rain, that continued from the -month of Hyper- “* worfhip to be the only living and true God, obey 
“* beretzeus till the fame month next year. Prayers * him, and keep his commandments; if otherwife, 
** were, indced, put up for the averting of the judge- “* purfue your own courfes.”? To put the matter to 
“ ment, which were followed with mighty claps of the teft, he propofed an experiment, “* Since (faid . 
“© thunder.” This prince*built Botrys, in Phoenicia, |]’ ‘¢ he) there certainly can be:.no more than one In- qian 
and Auzates, in Africa; and to this drought under || ‘ finite, Supreme, and Almighty Being, let us {i"* 
Ahab, Menander evidently refers in his Commenta- * at this time make the experiment.who this Being idolatry 
ries; for it was in the reign of Ahab that Ethbaal || ‘¢ is. You, who are the worfhippers of Baal, have ts 
was king of Tyre and Sidon. Butto return. | S* all the advantages on your fide, the favour and “"™ 

When the prophet had fojourned with the widow || ‘ protection of the court, four hundred and fifty 
fome time, her fon fell defperately fick; and the |} ‘* priefts of one feét, and four hundred of another; 
mother, inthe violence of her grief, and in a rhap- ‘* whereas I itand here, a fingle prophet, to defend 
fody of ‘exclamation, feemed to impute the caufe to ** the caufe ofthat power from whom I derive my 

\ him; as if he came to reproach her with her fins, -and ‘© commiffion. Let the priefts of Baal choofe their 
bring this malady asa judgement upon her,’ The *© ox, and lay itonthe alrar; but let there be no fire 
child being given over tor dead, the prophet bid her |} ‘ thereon: I will thenchoole my ox; let them pray 
be of good cheer, and deliver upher fon to him, with “° to their gods, and I will call on the name of Jeho- 

Bias ree aN affurance that he would rettore him to her alive. ‘© vah; and then let the God who, by confuming the 

ftoresthe = Fe then took himinto his own chamber, where he |} §* facrifice with a fudden flafh of fire, fhall make ic 

Buena earneftly fupplicated the Almighty to reftore the |] ‘* appear that he hath heard the invocations, be 

. child to life. His prayer being granted, the -child “© declared by this whole aflembly the One, the 
revived, and was delivered by him to the mother, *© True, and the Supreme Being.” ; 

who received him with unfeigned gratitude, and ac- This mode of determination being approved by 

knowledged her belief of the Divine miffion of the the multitude, Elias bade Ahab’s prophets take an 

prophetic gueft (a). ; ox, and invoke their gods’ by their names, giving 

2Kingsxviti Some time after this the prophet was commanded them the precedence, in point of offering facrifice. 

Tlias is, to returnto the land of Ifrael, prefent himfelf before ‘When they had invoked their gods a confiderable 

togoto /dhab, and inform him that, ina fhort time, rain || time without effect, Elias ridiculed their fuperftition, 

Ahab, would defcend on the earth. The famine at this and bade them exalt their voices, as perhaps they 

' time raged with fo much violence throughout the might be ata greater diftance than they. imagined. 
whole country of Samaria, that the people were near They then went on with hideous outcries and boitte- 
being ftarved to death, The king was fo diftreffed || rous exclamations, {carifying themfelves with lances 
for want of provender for his cattle, that he fent for after the manner of their country, but all without 
Obadiah, who was fuperintendant of his flocks, the leaft effec. 
charging him to go in queft of the prophet, and by ‘When Elias proceededto facrifice, he defired the 
all means bring himto him. Having fearched for multitude to draw nearer, and make diligent fearch 
him every where in vain, he commanded Obadiah to in order to difcover ifany fire was fecretly conveyed. , 
accompany him; and when they had proceeded to the fpot on which he was about to give proot of 
awhile together, the king took one way, and the the Divine authority of his '‘miffion. Upon the ap- 
overfeer another. Obadiah was aman of pure re- proach of the multitude, Elias took twelve ftones, 
ligion ; and at the time when the cruel queen Jezebel to anfwer the number of the twelve tribes, and 
had given orders for perfecuting all the prophets, he erected an altar out of them, making a deep trench 
concealed and protectedan hundred of themin acave, around it. The wood being fitted, and the facrifice 
and there provided them with neceffary fuftenance. laid upon the pile, five veflels of ipring water were 

rat The king and Obadiah were no fooner parted, than caft upon the altar, fo that itran off and filled the 

fiendor the the latter met Elias uponthe way, and faluted him trenches. After every thing was duly prepared, 

prophets, with the greateft refpect. The prophet defired him Elias approached the altar, and implored the true 

meses Bhiasy tg oo to the king, and inform him that he was ready God “ to manifeft his power by fome circumftance 

den by him to waiton him. Obadiah, apprenhenfive that Elias |} that might convincea mifguided people of their ¢r- 

totel!Ahab might depart before his return, replied, “* In what ror.” Upon this fupplication fire defcended, as 

thathe was © Have | finned, that thou wouldeft deliver thy fer- if from above, upon the altar, and, in the jight 


come, 





(a) The woman certainly had fufficient reafon to believe that 
Elias was a prophet, or a perfon fent from God, when fhe faw 
the miracnlous increafe of the meal and oil. However, on his 
mot curing her fon when he'lay fick, but rather fuffering him to 





lay, her faith began to droop ; whereas, upon fecing him re+ 
vive, her faith revived with him, and, through the joy of having 
him again reftored to her, the accounted this latter miracle 
much greater than the former. — 
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& Book VIIT. 
5 of the multitude, confumed not only the burnt-of- 
fering, but likewife the wood and ftones, and even 
dried up the water-in the trenches. ae 

This extraordinary difplay of the Divine power 
; fo aftonifhed the people, that the fell proftrate, and 
B ve multe acknowledged that the God of Elias was the only 
rude decid’ Jiving and true God, declaring, at the fame time, that 
the point!" they looked upon all others as the productions of hu- 
Elias, man inventions. When the people had a little re- 
covered from their furprize, Elias commanded all 
the prophets and priefts of Baal to be put te death; 
and his command was immediately executed. He 
E ophets are then defired the king to compofle his mind, as he 

wodeath iehe be affured the earth would be refrefhed with 
ul, rainin_avery fhort time. j 
: Juftice having thus taken place of the falfe pro- 
phets, Elias afcended the mount, where, having 

vayed for fome time, he fent his fervant to fee if he 
could difcover any figns of rain. Fle went up again 
and again, but with nofuccefs. At length, after the 
feventh time, he brought his mafter_word that he 
faw a imall cloud rifling out of the fea, about the 
fizeof a man’s hand: Inconfequence of this intel- 
Bate informs Ligence, he difpatched his fervantto Ahab to advife 
Pe rte him to haften to his chariot, and make the belt of his 
erie of way to the city, left, he fhould be taken in a very 
ee great fhower.’ Ahab followed the advice of the pro- 
phet, who, having girded his veft about him, ran 
before the chariot till he came to the city of Jezreel; 
during which time the clouds gathered very thick, 
and diicharged abundance of water. 

When Jezebel was informed, by Ahab, ofall the 
wonders that had paffed, and that her prophets ha 
been put-to death at the fpecial command of Elias, 
fhe” immediately vowed revenge, and difpatched mef- 
fengers to inform him, that his life fhould certainly 

t payfor theirs, On thefe'menaces the prophet imme- 

Beteos3t diately withdrew to Beerfheba, a town in the fou- 

fi jectel, thern part of Judea, and bordering upon Idumza. 
In this place he left his fervant, and purfued his jour- 
ney into the wildernefs, when he laid himfelf down 
as aman weary of the world, and defirous to leave it. 
“Lord (faid he) I aét not better than thofe who have 
* gone before me, and life is_no longer defirable.” 
After this he fell afleep; but it was not long before 
he awoke, and, upon rifing, found food and drin 
Jet before him; upon which he fed heartily, and, by 
the ftrength of that repait, went forward to Mount 

Sinai, the place where God firft delivered the law to 

Mofes. Efe then betook himfelf to a large caye, in- 
tending, probably, to fpend the remainder of his days 

in that obfcure fituation. Gay fae . 

_ After he had paffed fome little time in this habita- 

Bie Divine HON» he heard a voice interrogating him wherefore 
Brome, he left the city to wander thus in the defert? Though 
aedto he heard the voice diftinétly, he knew not whence it 
Bc his came. Elis reply, however, was, that the queen 
“a threatened his life for having been inftrumental to 
the deaths of the falfe prophets, and enforcing the 
belief and worfhip of the one only and true God, 
The fame voice commanded him to leave his place of 
retirement the next day, and attend to the Divine in- 
ftructions asto his futureconduét. He accordingly 
left his retreat, when he heard-the noife of an earth- 

uake, and fawin_ the air an appearance of blazing 

re. The fire was followed by a thort paufe of filence; 
after which he heard a voice exhorting him not to 
be intimidated at his then fituation, for his enemies 

ould not prevail againft him. He was commanded 
to return home by -way of Damafcus, and there 
anoint Hazael king of Syria, and Jehu, the fon of 
Nimfhi, king Geer tical 3 and alfo toappoint Elifha 
his {ucceffor in the prophetic office; the, voice inti- 
mating that thefe men would be proper inftruments 
inthe hand of Divine vengeance, to punifh the tdo- 
lators of the land, and extirpate thofe whoencouraged 
and practifed it. 

Elias, duly impreffed with what he had feen and 
heard, returned according to the inftruétions given 
an at Pest OAD, Went ed Gites es ers a 

(a) The mantle was the proper habit of a prophet, and 
therefore Elias throwing his upon Elifha, was the ceremony 
here ufed for his inauguration to the prophetice office ; though, 
28 1t was cuftomary for fervants to carry their mafter’s garments 
afterthem, others underftand it only as atoken that Elifha was 
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whim ; and finding Elitha, the fon of Shaphat, plough- Hiiaceatts 
ing with others, threw his mantle (2) over himas he Fi to 
paifed. Elifha immediately upon this began to pro- heue ob 
py guitted the plough, and declared hinifelf ready fee. 

to follow Elias, only defiring to take leave of his 

father and mother before his departure. This being 
granted him, he returned, and thenceforward became 

the difciple and companion of Elias during lite. 

Ahab, notwithftanding fo many repeated tokens of 
the divine difpleafure, fil) remained inflexible, and, 
to aggravate his many former inftances of injuftice, 
was guilty of an action of the moft unjuftifiable tia- 1 Kings xsi. 
ture. Ir happened that one Naboth, a citizen of Jez- Naboth is 
reel, had a vineyard adjoining to the royal gardens, int th 
which the king was delirous of obtaining, in order jezebel. 
to enlarge his own premifes. “T’o accomplifh his de- 
fire, he offered Naboth an equivalent, either in land 
or money; but the poffeffor, as it was his paternal 
inheritance, refufed to part with it on any terms 
whatever. This fo much difgufted Ahab, that he 
could neither fleep, nor talce any convivial or focial 
pleafures. , 

When Jezebel, after many enquiries, became ac- 
quaintéd withthe real caufe of her hufband’s com- 
plant and that, notwichftanding he had treated Na- 

oth with a degree of courtefy and condefcenfion 
derogatory to his dignity, he could not obtain_his 
confent to the propoial he had made him, fhe, at firft, 
upbraided him with pufillanimity, or not_ knowing 
how to exert the authority of aking. She after- 
wards defired him to banifh all melancholy, as fhe 
had thought of an expedient by which he might 
be put in poffeffion of the much-defired vine- 
yard. The device wasthis: She caufed letters to be 
written inthe king’s name, and fealed with his fignet, 
to be direéted to the principal men in Jezreel, com- 
manding them to proclaim a faft, call an affembly, 
and affign Naboth a place amongit theleaders. They 
were then to fuborn three witneffes to give evidence 
againft him for blafpheming God and the king, 
upon whofe teftimony he fhould itand conviéted, and 
receive fentence to be ftoned to death by the people. 
Notwithftanding the bafenefs of the plot, fuch was 
the influence of the king over the leading men in 
Jezreel,. that every thing was executed according to 
the directions of the intamous Jezebel ; and the in- 
nocent Naboth fell a facrifice to the covetous dit- 
pofition of the king, and the infernal machinations 
of a tyrannical and perfidious woman. ; 

As foon as Jezebel received intelligence that the 
horried murder was perpetrated, fhe repaired to the 
king, informed him of the circumftance, and defired 
him to goto Jezreel, and, without any ceremony, 
take poiieffion of the vineyard. Ahab, pleafed with 
the effect of the plan devifed by his queen, immedi- 
ately followed her directions, and prepared for a vifit 
to his new poffeffions. But he was fuddenly met by 
the prophet Elias, who, at the Divine command, 
firft upbraided him with having flain the innocent, 
and then ufurping a right to his poffeffions. When 
Abab faw the prophet approaching, he made open 
confeffion of the whole tranfaction, anda tender of 
any fatisfaction he might require. But Elias fpurned 
at the offer, and denounced judgment on him to this qy.y js 
effect : ** That where the blood of Naboth had been met, ant 
‘© licked by dogs, they fhould likewife lick the blooc! s¢rrehené- 
* of Ahaband Jezebel ; and that the crime-of tak- {)7;?ec° 
© ing away the life of an innocent man by perjury, Btn. 

“© fhould be punifhed by the extirpation of liis whele 
ce race.’? 

Ahab was fo affected at the denunciation of this 
judgment, that he became deeply penitent, cloathed 
himielf in fackcloth, went barefoot, and gave every 
proof of the moft unfeigned forrow and humiliation, Aus arerts 
Hereupon the prophet was commiffioned to acquaint mentde. 
him that, in confideration ofhis contrition, the judge- nounced by 
ment denounced fhould be poftponed during his life; ‘+ Prephet 
butthatitfhould certainly take place inthat of his fon, 
the.truth of which prediction will hereafter appear. 


to be his fervant, to attend upon him, and fuccecd him-in his * 
office, However this be, it is _probuble that when he threw 
his mantle over him, he faid fomeching whereby he acquainted 
him with his defiga ; though the particular words,-in fo brief an 


hiftory, are not expreffed, 
; CHAP, 


3r 


mace gn 





a 


farted 


Cate 2 stannic mennael tien execs 





. 


13% 
CHAP. VIII. 
_ dad, king of Syria and Damafeus, makes two unfuccefs- 
Rae nl expeditions againft Abab. After being tetally rout- 
Ben-hadad. “ed, he makes submiffion to dbab; and a league of 
friendfhip is formed between the two kings. 
\ Kings xx, URING thefe tranfactions between Ahab and 


A powerful 
confederacy 


# the prophet, Adad, the king of Syria and Da- 
maicus, levied a moft formidablearmy from the dif- 


formed 
againik ferent parts of his dominions, and being joined by 
ohne thirty-two confederate princes beyond the Euphrates, 
he marched with this mighty force againft the king 
; of Iirael, who, deeming it impolitic to hazard the 
event of a battle on the plain with a power fo fu- 
perior, retreated to fortified places, in order to act 
upon the defenfive. He took up his ftand in Sama- 
ria, as the moft eligible fituation, being furrouinded 
with {trong walls, good ramparts, and having a nu- 
The king of Merous and well difciplined army in the garrifon to 
Syria lays maintain it. The king of Syria marched with his- 
fiege to army, and fat down before Samaria, fending, at the. 
Samaria. fame time, an herald to Ahab, to defire that he might 
Makes pro. Gifpatch ambaffadors with inftruétions to propofe 
pofals to terms. . 4 a 
Ahab. This being complied with, the ambaffadors were 


accordingly difpatched, with directions to inform 
Ahab, that the whole of his treafure, together with 
his wives and children, were at the mercy of.the king 
of Syria; and that, if he would acknowledge the 
fame, and permit him to take what part of his poffef- 
fions he pleafed, he would inftantly raife the fiege, 
Ahab's fub- and withdraw his troops. , Upon this Ahab com- 
miffive reply miffioned the ambaffadors to return and affure the 
king their mafter, that himfelf and all that he had 
were at his difpofal. 

When the ambaffadors delivered the purport of 
their commiffion to_the Syrian, he difpatched them 
again tothe king of Ifrael, to defire that, as he had 
acknowledged his right to all his poffeffions, fuch 

‘Adad infts Officers and servants as he fhould fend the next morn- 

onmore ing, might have free liberty to fearch his own apart- 

rigid terms. ments, together with thofe of his retinue, and take 
with them whatever they might feleét, leaving the re- 
mainder in the pofieffion of Ahab. 

The king of Ifrael, {truck with a demand at once 
fo imperious and unreafonable, thought it expedient 
to call acouncil, to debate on a point-in which both 
his honour and intereft were fo efi 


entially concerned. 


‘They were accordingly fammoned, and, when aftem- . 


bled, he thus addrefied them: *S My friends and 
Ahabad-  ** countrymen, I have had two propofals fent me from 
eee “© Adad; the former to acknowledge that myfelf, my. 
the acafion | Wite and children, were all at his mercy; upon my 
** compliance with which terms he was to raife the. 
“* fiege. For the public peace and fafety, and the 
** common good of my people, I waved allconfidera- 
** tionofmy ownintereft, andaccededto thefe terms. 
** Not fatisfied with this compliance, he defires to 
“* jend his officersand fervants to fearch and rifle my 
“© property, and that of my attendants and people, at 
“* pleature, fele€t what they may deem moit eligible, 
* and leave us the remainder. My own concerns I 
‘ * readily gave up; butcannotthink of refigning thofe 
of my fubjects to fo peremptory and intolent a de- 
mand. <A denial, Lam perfuaded, will bring on a 
war; and therefore I fubmit the matter to your de-- 
liberation, determined to abide by your refolves.” 
The council reprobated the haughty and infolent 
demand of the barbarian in_ the fevereft terms, and 
unanimoufly declared for the vigorous profecution 
of awar. Accordingly the ambafladors were in- 


nanana 
en aen 


Adad's 


terms are re~ Z ° 
“Jeted.  ftrudted to report to their matter, that “ The king of 


jokted, 
: ** Virael was itill difpofed to comply with the Hrft 
** demand, for the common peace and’ fafety; but 
** that he could not fubmit to terms fo unreafonabie 
“fas he had propofed.” ; ; 

Adad, fired with indignation at this reply, fent a 
third embafly, with a meflage more peremptory and 
menacing than the former. ‘* ‘Tell cheir king (faid 
“* he) that, chough he vaunts himielr on the itreneth 
“© and fecurity of his walis, my army will raifea bank 
** higher than thefe walls, and that by only each man 
“ taking an handful of earth? By this he gave 
Ahab to underftand the incredible number of his 


¥He fends 
athind cm. 
arly. 


ANTIQUITIES or. rue JEWS. 


-refpective territories, to fupply the places of duch as 


-Boox Vip 


troops in order to deter him from oppofition. Aliab 
replied in Jaconic terms, that ‘* Men of honour 1 
** were to difpute with their iwords, not with their t: 
*f tongues.” . 
When the ambaffadors returned, they found their 
mafter at a convival board with his confederate 
princes; and having reported Ahab’s reply, he gave 
immediate orders for the carrying on the hége with ,,, 
all poffible vigour. Ahab, and his people, were great- Aaa in 
ly intimidated at the formidable preparations made 
by the enemy, in circumventing the city, and railing "™ 
a ftrong bulwark, tila prophet came to him, and 
encouraged him with an affurance that he fhould 
preyail again{t this tremendous power. When he 








. exprefled a defire of being intormed by what means 


the victory. was_to be obtained, he received for an- , 
fwer, “* Bythe fons of the leaders of the people, but 
“under thy conduét as their commander.” - Ahab, 
rouzed by this pléafing information, called them to- 
gether to thenumberoftwo hundred and thirty-two; 
and receiving intelligence that the king of Syria had 
retired to reit after a debauch,, the gates were Sudden- 
ly thrown open, and the young officers made an in- 
trepid fally. Information was no fooner given by 
the centinels to Adad, than he iffued orders, that 
“Whether they came to fight or to treat, they 
** fhould bring them bound to him.” Ahab, at the 
fametime, had a referve of men within the walls, in 
readinefs to fally forth, as occafion might require : 
but the young officers fell upon the out guard, flew 
niany of them, and_purfued the reft to the camp. 
When Ahab found that they had fucceeded thus far 
he commanded the- remainder of his army to fally. 
forth, and charged the Syrians with the utmott fury. 
This refolute effort decided the fateoftheday ; forthe 
enemy being not only intoxicated, but unarmed, fell 
an _ealy prey to the affailants, were put to the rout, 
left their armour behind them; and the king him- 
felf with difficulty efcaped by the agility of his horfe. 
Ahab followed the purfuit; and when he had rifled athe Sis 
the enemy’s camp, which contained an immenfe aot. 
booty of gold, filver, and other valuable commodi- cor. 
ties, he took Adad’s chariots and horfes, and return- Aho. 
ed to the city. But, asthe prophet advifed him to wis ix 
keep his army in readinefs to take the field, as the king ™**4 
of Syria would make another expedition againft him jena 
the next {pring, he employed himfelf.in making the prepzuia 
neceffary preparations for a renewal of the contelt, Hehetees 
Adad _{urnmoned his friends, ‘with the remainder jig, 
ofhis brokenarmy, to deliberateon their futurecon- 
duét. When he informed them of his refolution to A pate 
make another expedition againft the Ifraclites, they i? 
unanimoufly diffuaded himfrom engaging with them fue tis¢ 
on the mountains; becaufe their God was potent in vice. 
fuch places, and thence.it came to pafs that they had 
fo lately been beaten; adding, that if they fought on 
the plain, the Ifraelites would be conquered. They 
alfo counfelled him to difmifs the confederate princes 
from any further perfonal fervice and attendance, ,, 1... 
but to retain their army, and appoint experienced ju. sci 
officers to command it, inftead of the princes, while tate te 


advice of 


they might be employed in levying recruits in their ja 























might fall in battle. Adad approved of the counfel 
given him, and regulated his meafures accordingly. 
- In the beginning of the fpring the king of Syria Mites 
marched with his army againft the Hebrews, and sn 
Deched his camp in a large plain, according to the sy, 
advice of his friends, notfar from the city of Aphica. 
In the mean time Ahab advanced with his HrOOr#s 
ayd pitched his camp over againf&t him; though his 
army fell many thoufands fhort of the number of the 
Syrians. While the armies faced each other, the pro- 
pheteame tothe Hebrews with the Divine affurance T# 
that they fhould be viétorious, and that their enc- | 
mies fhould find his affiftance as potent on the plain 
as onthe mountains, which it feems was contrary [0 
their opinion. : . : 
The armies remained encamped in their _refpective 
{tations for fix fuceeffive days; but on,the feventh 
they advanced on both fides in a line,and commence 
a battle. The aétion was gallantly fuftained by each 
army ac firft; till the Liraclices prefied the Syrians 
with fuch ardour that, unable to ftand the fhock any 
longer, they were put to the rout, and clolely pur- 


fued by the enemy. Betwixt thole who were fain 
2 upon 
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and thofe who’ perifhed by fuch mifad- & army.” Ahab was highly exafperated at thé de- 
Munciation of the propher, and commanded him to - 
be imprifoned ; though he was. much affeéted, and 
ftrick to the very heart, by his predition. Burt we 
fhall return to the affairs of Jehothaphat, king of Je- 


rufalem. 
; CHIAP. IX. 


: Book VII. 


: n Aight f 
‘The Sy- enlires as are immediately brought on by con- 
@ethea fufion, the havock was very grear; for, indeed, they 
Bweont qyere deltroyed by their own chariots, and by one 
B cine. another. ‘Thofe’ that got into’ Apheca, their only 
place of refuge, were but few in number; and it is 
fuppofed that about feven and twenty thoufand were 
crufhed to death by the walls fuddenly falling to the 
ground, and that an Jhundred thouland were flain in 
tle.” . Se 

; t Oa curified at this-dreadful judgement, Adad, with 

The kingof + oe of his officers and friends, retired, for fecurity, 
ae. into a cellar under ground ; where fome of them took, 
occafion to reprefent the clemency and humanity of 
the Hebrews, and thence to advite the king to caft 
-himéelf at Ahab’s feet for mercy, in-confidence that, 
upon fuch application and fubmifiion, it would not - 

be refufed. . - ; ; 
tespr dad approved of their advice; and thereupon fe- 
eye veral of his train were drefied in the habits of duppli- 
f ahb, who cants and captives, cloathed in jackcloth, with ropes 
Atwohis about their necks, according to the cuitom.of the. 
hi country in fuch caies (a2), and fent to Ahab, requett-- 
Bvwhthe ing the life oftheir king upon any terms he might be 
grit leafed to propofe.’ The king of Urael’received them 
€ ino,  courtcoufly, and affured them, that, ** He rejoiced in 
“ the fafety of their king as much as if he was his 
“ own brother.”? Nay, he promifed'to fhew him the 
fame tokens of honour and vefpect.° |. - 

The meffengers, having received affurances, upon 
oath, that no violence fhould be offered to his per-' 
fon, haftened to their mafter in his retirement, and 
brought him to Ahab,. who was at that time in his 
chariot. As foon as the vanquifhed king did him 
homage, Ahab faluted him with the urcmoft courtely,. 
prefenting him his right-hand, and pledging. his faith 
and honour for his perfect iecurity and freedom. 
Banda. Adad acknowledged his humanity and condefcenfion, 
knowledges. of Which he declared he fhould retain a grateful ré- 
priecemen- membrance to his lateft breath. He alfo’promifed to 
cy of the sre A 
kigof lt reftore tothe Hebrews thofe cities and lands which: 
uel, the former kings had taken’ from ‘them, and: that 

Ahab fhould have every defirable privilege in the’ 
captial city of Damafcus. ‘Such mild treatment 
could not but’ be acceptable to Ahab-;:the refult of 
two Which was, that a league of friendfhip immediately: 
Kingrenter_ took place between the contending monarchs, found- 
ine itv ed on a reciprocal’interchange ‘ot’oaths for the per: 
hoerahly formance of covenants, after which Adad was ‘dif- 
ditmited, miffed with magnificent prefents to his own country. 
’ After thefe tranfactfons between the kings of If 
rael and Syria, a certain prophet; whofe name: was. 
Michaiah, came to one ot Ahab’s fubjects, and-bid' 
him {mite him on the forehead, telling: him -that it’ 
was the Divine-will it fhould ‘be-fo: but, on his re-’ 
julal, the prophet told-him he fhould: fuffer for his 
i difobediences'-for’ he fhould’ be‘ deftroyed by .a-lion.’ 
| ’ When the accident forerold had befallen the man, the 
| 
| 
| 
( 
| 

















Febofoaphat, a pious, virtuous, and wife king of Feru- 
Salem, affifts Abab in an expedition againft the Sy- 


71aNS, . 


eos ee had not only enlarged his ter- »chron.rg. 

ritories, and put garrifons into all the cities un- Jehotaphar 

der his jurifdi€tion, but had appointed governors in *wife and 
thofe cities which were taken out of the tribe of jiince.. 

-Ephraim by his grandfather Abijah, when Jero- 

oam reigned over the ten tribes. This prince. was 

| favoured with the Divine bleffing, affiftance, and pro- 

tection, in allhis undertakings ; for his life might be 

deemed a feries of piety and virtue, as fearce a day ! 

paffedin which he was not employed in aéts pleafing : 

to God, and beneficial to mankind. His chara¢ter, 

for integrity and humanity, gained him the reverence 

and efteem of all the neighbouring princes, as ap- 

peared from the munificent prefents which poured in 

upon him from different.quarters, and greatly con- 

duced toenhance both his tortuneand fame. In the An excels 

third year of his'reign he fummoned the elders and psn 

priefts that: were under his jurifdiétion, and ordered particularly 
them to appoint commifiioners in the refpective stentivero 
cities and-towns within his’ dominions, ‘to enforce a. Cony 
regular attendance on divine worfhip, and‘a due’ ob- laws and re- 

. fervance of-the-laws of Mofes. Fis own ‘concern }ision of 

. for the prefervation of the pure religion had a ™™h°8 
powerful influence on the minds of his fubjects, who 
teemed'to vie with each other in the promotion of fo 2 

' excellenta work, Nay, his general conduct feems to The infli- 

* ~ . . : - . ence of good 
have imprefied the neighbouring princes with a kind Qample. 
of reverential awe ; for they lived in ‘peace and har- ‘ 
mony, and ftudied to render each other mutual fer- ‘ 
vices. The Philiftines paid their tribute wich the Mii aa. 
moft fcrupulous regard to juftice; and the Arabians upright ad- 

- their annuity of 630 lambs, and the like- number of miniteatioa 
kids, with the-greatelt complacency. 

'  Jehofhaphat alfo- fortified his large cities and 
towns, and-kept, in conitant pay, a well difciplined 
army, to be in readinefs upon any urgent occafion. 

Of the tribe ‘of Judah there’ were three hundred 
thoufand fhield-bearers, under the command of - 

* Edra, andtwohundreéd thoufand under-Johanan; and; 
of the tribe of Benjamin, two hundred thoufand: 

_ archers, under the dame officers. There was alfo 

’ another officer, called Achobat, who commanded an 
‘hundred and eighty thouland.men, armed with buck- 
lers.; befides the foldiers who were difperfed in ‘dif- 

| ferent garrifons. 7,- -- : : 

-Jehothaphat.at length married his fon, Jehoiam, to 
Gotholia, the daughter of Ahab, king of the ten 
tribes ; upon which: occafion, when he went to Sa- 
maria, he was’ moft fumptuoufly entertained by 
Ahab ; and: his‘ officers and attendants in general, 

- were prefented’ with the rareft productions of the 

‘ country. At’the entreaty of Ahab; upon this vilir, 

- he joined’ him an-in expedition 'again{t the king of: 

. Syria, for the recovery. of ‘Ramoth-Gilead; which 

‘ “had been taken, and: was: detained from ‘him; by thar: 
prince: Jehofhaphat promifed him a powerful af fchcaaeh 

! fiftance, and fent for a-numerous army'trom Jerula- joinewnh 


lem to Samaria, where both the kings went out of Ahab in his 
the town, and each of them, feated ona throne Of cretion 

ftate, reviewed and gave orders to their forces. Pre- sytisns. 
vious to their entering upon hoitilities, Jehofhaphat 1 Kings 2a 
deemed it advifeable, if there were any prophets at 

hand, to confult them upon the occafion; for there 

had been’ a thiee years interval of peace between the 


kings of Ifrael and Syria. 


ferrites ea eS 


prophet applied to another with the fame injunction," 
who immediatély finote him, and drew blood. Upon‘ 
this he bound’up his head, and went’to the king with: 
this ftory : ‘© That’ he had bedi: one of his foldiers,’ 
and had the cuftody of oné: of thie‘prifoners deli- 
vered to-his charge by‘an officer, and that' the pri- 
_ foner having efcaped, he was in-danger of his own 
_ lite, by :means“of thar-ofticer;:who: had threat:* 
, ched him with death-if the prifonér was not‘found,: 
when called for, in his cuftody.”” ‘When ‘Ahab 
told him he would fufer juftly,- he unbound_his 
head, and gave him to know his perfon and office. 
He told him he made ufe of this artifice as.a pre- 
€ ude to impreis on his mind the following pre-' 
diction, © That God would punifh him who had 
. fuffered Adad, a blafphemer again{t him, to efcape 
« Punifhment (6); for the time. would come when. 
_ this very Adad, whom he now fpared, would be 

the means of his death, and the deftruétion of his 


en 
na 


eon 





a 





blafphemer as Adad to go unpuiifhed, which was contrary to 
an exprefs law, Lev. xxiv. 163 and this-law extended not to 
thofe only chat were bors in the land, but to ttrangers likewife 
that were among them, and in their power, as Adad certainly 
Was. 


2 This was the drefs of humble fupplicants in thofe times. 
cha fackcloth on their loins was a token of great forrow for 
oy had done ; and the ropes about their necks, as an in- 
‘editon that they would fubmit to whatever punishment Ahab - 
fhould think proper to lay on them. aeue 
(4) Ahdb’s great offence conlifted ‘in fuffering fo horrid a 
No. 12. ; . , 
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The falfe 
prophets 
declare for 
the expedi- 
tion againtt 
Adad. 


* Micaiah is 
fent for at 
the inftance 

_ of Jehos 
thaphat, 


He dee 
nounces 
that Ahab 
fhall perifh 
in the ex- 
pedition, ' 


Zedekiah, 
a falfe pro- 
phet, ¢n- 
Courages 
Ahab to 
undertake 
the expedi- 
tion. 


ANTIQUITIES 
CHAP. X. 


Confultation of the prophets relative to the war. Dif- 
erent opinions and predittions of the true aud falfe 
‘prophets. Death of Abab, and fucceffion of his fon 


Abaziah. 


bo confequence of the advice of Jehofhaphat, Ahab. 
k called his prophets together to the number of 
about four hundred, and commanded them to make 
enquiry concerning the event of a. war with Adad, 
and particularly the carrying the city, on which ac- 
count it was-undertaken. Thefe prophets unani- 
moufly declared for the expedition, alledging their 
affurance of the Syrians being vanquifhed and taken 
captives as before. But Jehofhaphat, who fufpected 
the reality both of thefe prophets and their predic- 
tion, afked Ahab if there were no other prophets to 
whom they might have recourfe with more certainty. 
Ahabreplied, thac‘* There was, indeed, one Micaiah,; 
but that he had never foreboded him any fuccefs, 
bur, on the contrary, had foretold that he fhould fall 
by the hand of the’king of Syria; for which caufe he 
was now in prifon. : 
Upon Jehofhaphat’s defire, however, that he might 
be produced, an eunuch was difpatched to bring 
him into the royal.prefence. The meffenger inform- 
ed Micaiah on the way, that the reft of the prophets 


had unanimoufly declared that Ahab fhould be vic- ° 


torious in his expedition againft the king of Syria. 
Micaiah declared that he would not prevaricate in fo 
folemn a matter, but moft faithfully report to the 
king fuch meffage as he fhould receive from the Di- 
vine intimation. . : : 

Upon’ the prophet’s arrival, and Ahab’s adjurin 
him to fpeak the truth, he faid, “‘ I faw all Ifrae 
“* fcattered and flying, and the Syrians purfuing 
“© them as flocks of fheep are difperfed when their 
‘© fhepherd is flain; by which_reprefentation I am 
** siven to underftand, that the Ifraelites, in general, 
« fhall return fafe, but that the king fhall fall in 
“© the aétion.” When Micaiah had “uttered _ this 
alarming prediétion, Ahab faid tothe king of Jeru- 
falem. “* Are you not convinced that this man is my 
“© enemy?” Micaiah declared the contrary ; and 
folemnly averred, that the words. he; delivered were 
exprefsly according to the Divine command, adding, 
that Ahab, at the initigation of falfe prophets, had 
engaged in an expedition which to him would prove 
fatal. The refolution of this upright prophet threw 
the king into fufpenfe and con{fternation, 

During his ftate of anxiety one Zedekiah prefented 
himfelf to Ahab, and, in contempt of Micaiah, un- 
dertook to controvert his opinion, -and detect the fal- 
lacy of his prediction. In order to this, he cited the 
prediction of Elias, ** That the dogs fhould lick his 
** blood in the city of Jezreel, in the field of Naboth, 
S® as they licked the blood of Naboth, who, at his 
** inftance, was ftoned to death by the multitude.” 
Thence he inferred the’ fallacy of Micaiah, as con- 
tradicting a greater prophet than himfelf, by faying, 
that the king within the compafs of three days fhould 
fall in battle. As a farther proof of his fallacy, 
Zedekiah faid he would {mite Micaiah, to try if his 
hand would wither upon fo doing, as Jadon caufed 
the hand of king Jeroboam to wither upon a former 
occafion. Fiaving thus fpoken, he ftruck: the pro- 
phet; and Ahab finding no judgement immediately 


or tHe JEWS. 
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follow, perfevered in his refolution ef entering. upon. 
the war, giving moré credit.to fallé prophets than’ 
true, and thereby haftening the judgement that await- 
ed him. Zedekiah then made horns of iron, aiid. 
declared to Ahab that thofe horns were fignals of. his 
total conqueft of Syria. Micaiah, on the other hand, ,,.. 
affured the falfe prophet, that, in a thort time, he (is! 
fhould be called to account for his fallacious pretes. 
fions, and’ be compelled to feek’ refuge to avoid juft’ 
punifhment. Theking was fo éxafperated with Mi- 
caiah, that he remanded him back to prifon, with or- Heise. 
ders to the governor of the city, to allow him only jin: ® 
bread and water till his return. ~ vee 


The kings of Ifrael and Jerufalem now advanced. 
with their forces towards Ramoth; and the king of atu: 
Syria no fooner_ had intelligence of it, than hemarch- ‘this 
ed onto meet them. It had been agreed that Ahab ™"* 
fhould affume the difguife of a private habit, while 
Jehofhaphat was arrayed in his royal robes,- in 
order to evade the: prefage of the prophet. But this 
artifice had no effect ; for Adad, by his officers, had. 
iffued ftriét orders to his army to encounter. neither, 
{mall not great, except Ahab, king of Irae), 


The Syrians, at firft, feeing Jehofhaphat at the head 
of the army, conjectured that he was Ahab, and ad- 
vanced towards him to execute the order of their 
king; but when they found their error, they re-, 
treated.. They kept the-field from morning till.’ 
night, the one party flying, the other purfuing; but 
no blood was fhed during the whole day. Ahab was 
the object of purfuit; and the Syrians, in general, 
were in queft of him.:.At length one of Adad’s at. 
tendants drew an arrow at a venture, that entered 
through his breaft-plate into his very lungs. Ahab’ 
was defirous of keeping the accident from the know- 
ledge of his men, ‘left they fhould be intimidated, and 
therefore ordered his charioteer to take him a little. aisii 
way afide; as he was mortally wounded. He remained Sin.” 
in his chariot till about fun-fet, when he expired in 
great agony. ° rs 

When night came on the Syrians withdrew to their. 
camp; and: as foon as the death of Ahab was an- 


Zedevig 
forerelts . 
Congues, 


’ nounced by an herald, they all returned home. The ;.. 


king’s body was carried to Samaria,:and there in-, 
terred: The chariot, in which he-was conveyed, was. 

fq ftained with blood that iffued from ‘his: wound, e, 
that they were obliged to wafh it in-a neigbouring 3. 
fountain,-in doing of which the dogs ¢ame .and * 
licked ‘it, thereby fulfilling one part of the prediction. ' 
of Elias, which he denounced againft Ahab for the ~ 
murder of Naboth, the citizen of Jezreel. He died Pratss# 
at Ramoth, as Micaiah had foretold ; {9 that, to con- je. 
firm the Divine authority of the prédiétions of the, 

true prophets, wefind-thefe fingular inftances of the Joteptu 
interpofition of Divine Providence. This fhould davis 
difpofe us to the worfhip of the one only and true fir, 
God, and diffuade.us from any reliance on falfe the fied 
prophets and impoftors, who are a€tuated by merce- 

nary views, and, inftead of leading us to our duty’ 

to God, divert us from it into the paths of infidelity 
and-impiety. The gift of prophecy is of fingular ad-. 
vantage, as men are thereby fhewn what they ought 

to avoid; though they too frequently perfift in their 
obftinacy till it proves: fatal. This was the cafe of: 
Ahab,- He difbelieved thofe who foretold his defeat, . 

arid was flain for giving credit to what eventually- 
proved falfe. e, was fucceeded in his government. 

by his fon Ahaziah. ; 


End of the Ereutu Boox, 
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CHAP..I. 


The piety, aswell as civil and military talents, of Fehbo- 
foapbat. epee of Elias verified in the death of 

’ “Abaziah, Febofpaphat, with auxiliaries, vanquifbes 
the. Moabites and their confederates. 


TIEN king Jehofhaphat returned to Je- 
rulalem, after his joining with Ahab 
againit the king of Syria, he was met by 
the. prophet Jehu, who feverely repre- 

tetaphat hendedhim for efpoufing the caufe of fo impious and 
ira abandoned a prince as the late king of Ifrael.. The 
io prophet, however, affured him, that, for the fake of 
Raab, his own exemplary piety and_virtue, the offence for. 
fusrair. which he had rebuked him, fhould not only be par-: 
doned, but that God would ‘be pleafed to deliver 
him out of the hands of his enemies. ; ee 
etighae _L/ pon the admonition andencouraging information 
Petr a of the prophet, the king offered up prayers and fa- 
co Crifices, as an acknowledgement of the goodnefs of 
bie, the Father of Mercies. - He then appointed a general’ 
! vilitation throughout his dominions, and iffued par- 
ticular orders to thofe to whom the charge was com- 
wees Mitted, to inftruét the people, in the laws of Motes, 
facie and the religion of their anceftors. .-He alfo ereéted 
ide ee. Hibunals, and commiffioned ‘magiftrates in all the 
weefje Cities, and confiderable towns, ftrictly enjoining them 
“To adminifter juftice ro all men, without: refpect to 
Perfon, intereit,; or affection, always .rermémbering 
they muft render an account of the difcharge of their’ 
uty to that Being who fearches the heart, and can-. 
not be deceived. : : . 
bias taken thefe wife’ precautions for the efta- 
ifhment of order and good government in the fe- 
veral cities belonging to the two tribes, he returned 
to Jerufalem, where he confticured judges out of the 
molt confiderable priefts and Levites, giving them 
ae tame {trict charge, upon the fame principle, to 
sdounifter juftice with the utmoft impartiality. 
with matters of an intricate of. important nature, 
ef their refpective diftris, fhould_be brought, 
‘i ‘ore them, they were by means to pafs a definitive 
tence without the greateit caution and delibera- 
3 








a 


’ miniftration of juftice. 


tion, as nothing could reflect fuch foul difgrace ona 
king and people, amongft whom the Almighty had 
been. pleafed to eftablifh his temple, ‘as a partial ad- 
He appointed two principal 
fuperintendants out of ‘the tribe of Judah, thofe 
were Ahaziah, the prieft, for religious, and Zebediah, 
aprieft, for civil concerns. os 

About this time the, Moabites and’ Ammonites A 
made an expedition againft Jehofhaphat with a large, Bretton 
army of mercenaries, and encamped at Engedi, a abites and 
city near the lake of Afphaltites, three hundred fur- confederates 
longs diftant from Jerufalem, and farnots for the jen Je 
produétion of balfam and palm-trees. When Jeho- 2Chron. sts 
shapnae heard that his enemies had paffed the lake, 
and made an irruption into his dominions, he was 
much alarmed, and immediately iffued orders for cal- 
ling a general affembly of the people in the temple. 
‘When they were convened, in a ferventand humble 
addrefs, he implored the Divine bleffing upon his The king 
arms, to enable him.to repel fo formidable an inva. tleres.the 
fion. This was entirely agreeable to the practice of in the tem- 
our forefathers, upon the fir 


ing toan- 


cred place; for whenever they had caufe to appre- jet cuiem - 


hend danger of being over-run by a foreign power, 

the people were fummoned to meet in full affembly, 

to implore the-Divine affiftance towards the repell- 

ing the invafion of their enemies, and the maintenance 

of thofe poffeffions which they enjoyed through the 
Divine bounty. Jehofhaphat mingled his prayers 

with his tears, which were accompanied by the joint 
fupplications of the whole multitude. 

_.In the midft of their. devotions there came into 

the affembly a certain prophet, named Jahaziel, ex. 
claiming, that their fupplications had reached the Al~ The Jews 
mighty, who would defend their caufe, and main- toe ae 
tain the religion they profeffed. He recommended of yftey. 
them to prepare for a march the next day againit 

their enemies, whom they fhould find encamped be- 

tween Jaen and Engedi, at a certain afcent,. 
known by'‘the name of Sis, which, in our language, 
fignifies an eminence. The prophet added, that 

there would not beaneceflityforany exertion on their 


. part; they might therefore ftand inactive {pcetators 
_of the Divine interpofition in their favour. 


At this 
declaration 


inftitution of that fa- ple accord= 


, 
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declaration the king and-people fell: proftrate, wor- 
fhipped and adored, while the Levites accompanied 
their praifes with hymns adapted to mufical inftru- 
ments: : 2 


At break of day the king went into the defert near 


the city of Tekoa, where he admonifhed the mbl- 
titude to placetheir whole reliance on the Divine aid,. 
according to the declaration of the prophet. He af- 
fured:them that there was no neceffity for'tlicir being 
ranged in order of battle, and that nothing more need 
be done than to form lines of the priefts and Levites, 


who fhould move chearfully forward, chanting | 


hymns of thankfgiving, accompanied by mufic, as 
upon aday of victory and deliverance from_a com- 
mon enemy.... The king’s counfel was univerfally ap- 
proved and followed. ' aw. @ 

Juft as the Ammonites and their auxiliaries'were 
ready to begin the attack, they were ftruck, froron 


high, with fuch terror and confternation, that they © 


- The am. fell upon one another as enemies; and fo frantic was 
monites and the rage that prevailed amongft them, that, out of {6 


conteiesatcs vatt a number, hor one man was left alive. When 
_Syerch — Jehofhaphat took a view of the valley on which the 


enemy had been encamped, found it covered with 
dead “bodies, and reflected that he obtained: a vic- 
tory without cither toil or‘bloodfhed on his’part, in 
_ joy for fo fignal a bleffing, he gave his foldiers the 
Tage of the camp, and the {poils of the dead, which 
were to immenfe, that they were three days in col- 


leéting and'carrying thenvoff. 
Qn the fourth day the multitude affembled to- 
gcther in a deep, craggy.valley, called:the valley of 
Beracha, where they joined in their adofations of'the 
Divine Being, for the late wonderful difplay of his 
goodnefs and_power. ) 
its name; for Beracha' implies, “* The valley of Blef- 
“¢ fines,” and that name itretainsto this day. When 
Jehothaphat’s army marched back again to Jerufalem, 
ievéral days were devoted to fafling and facrifice. 


‘ 


The fame of this extraordinary event iitipreffed 


Jehothaphat foreign nations with fo ftriking an idéa of the piety 
isrevered by and virtue.of Jehofhaphat, which had been thus 
foreign di nntly.rewaided bytheDivine protection, that tliey’ 
maces’ held him in-awe as a'prince hiShly favourdd-of God, 
and maintained the‘ fanie’ opinion: during his-reign. | 
- Jélofhaphiat Jived!on ‘terms: of. friendfhip with 
Ahal’s fony who was: king of Iiiael, and had! ajoint: 


Maintains a 400 1 OW GEL we, Man eeeeng eens a 
concern with:hintin the {hips-that traded! t6-Poritis’ 


- friendthip 

with Aha- and Thrace. But their defign mifcarried, totheir'very- 

mts aX Great experice and detriment;*for the'fhips wére not 
properly conftructed'for thofe feas. Indeed; “either. 
through’ ill -conduét or foul‘weatlier, they were‘all-. 
caft away; fo that’ their’ project was renderéd-abor- 
tive, ‘nor was it.ever afte¥ revived: - Thus much; at 
prefent, for the tranfactions of Jehofhaphat. - 

Ahaziah, the fon of Ahab; and king‘of Irael, tool 

2 Kings i, Up his refidenceat.Saniaria.s He feemed addicted:to' 

Abwzih | all the vices and abominations that fixed-a ‘ftigtia'on’ 

inftteas the charaéter of his father. Indeed, if poffiblé, -he | 


out-vied Jeroboam, thé grand feducer of the Ifrael- 
ites to idolatry. Soon. after - his ‘acceffion ‘to ‘the 
throne, the Moabites,'who' had been obedient to 


exaniple of 
~ his father. 


we the kings of Ifrael, from ‘thé ‘firft feparation of the - 


two kingdoms, took: the opporttinity -of revolting, 
nor was it in his power to reduce them to obedience.” 
It happened, in, the fecond’ year_of his‘reign, that 
Ahaziah received a violent contufion by a fall-from 
a terrace, infomuch that-he was reduced-to-a-very 
bad itate of health. In this extremity he-fent to‘the 
god of Ekron (a) to know if he fhould' recover.’ 
Upon this occafion the God of the Hebrews com-- 
manded the prophet Elias to go meet the meffengers,’ 
and afk them whether the Ifraélites had not a God 
of their own? for, if fo, there was no need‘of:con- 
fulting a ftrange god, in this orany other cafe. He 
was enjoined alioto bid them go back, and tell their: 


Confults an 
idol god. 





(a) Ekroa was a city of the Philiftines, which fell, by lor,” 
to thetribe of Judah, but was afterwards given to the tribe of 
Dan; though it does not appear that the Jews ever had a quiet 
poftefiion of it. = j 

(4) Should it be afked why thefe men were fingled-out to fuf- 
fer Divine punithment, when the whole nation was plunged in 
the fame idolatrous pragtices and immoralities, isis eafy to re- 
ply, that thefe men fuffered in the cafe before us, becanfe there 
was not the fame reafon why others fhould fuffer; nor could the 


















From hence the valley took’ 


€ 
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. king-that-he-fhould not recover.- When-the-prophet 
had executed the Divine command, the mefiengers 
_haftened with the purport of it to the king, who was 
“much‘furprized: at their fpeedy-réeturn.---On-his-en- 
quiry_ concerning the matter for which they hed 
been fent, they informed him that they were met by a 7 
man who. bade them proceed no farther, but go back 
and tell their king, in‘the’name of the God ot Hrael, 2 
that the hurt he had réceived-would prove mortal, 
The king then demanded a defcription of the man ~ 
who had prefumed to fend fuch a meffage; upon 
which they told him that he was an hairy man, and 
that ‘he wore a leather girdle. ; : 

From this defcription the king immediately con- 
cluded the perifon to be Elias, the prophet, and there- 
fore difpatched an officer, with fifty men, to apprehend 
him, .defigning to take away his life for his prefump. 
tion. The officer, finding the prophet’on' the top 
of a mountain, commanded him to come down, and 
go with him to the king; for it was his pofitive or- 
der, if he refufed immediate compliance, to bring 
him away by force. Elias told the officer that he 
would convince him, by an extraordinary aét, that he 
Was a true ‘prophet, and no impoftor, he would pray 
that fire might defcend from: heaven, and _deitroy 
both the foldiers and officer. “He accordingly pray- ,, , 
oe urbe fire (4) inftantly defcended, and confumed ieee 

hem all, 












The king no iooner received intelligence css 
of the deftruétion of thefe men, than, fired’ with ts 


who ae fet 


4}; indignation;~he-fent another-officer-with-fifty: more- Bile 


Upon his laying on Elias the fame command, en- tose! 

forced with the fame menaces, they .all fhared the 0+F# 
fame fate, After this the king fent ‘a third officer. 
This perfon ated very differently from the former ; 
‘for, when he came to Elias, inftead of peremptorily 
. demanding his perfon, he faluted him, with refped, 
and thus addrefled him: “ Tneed‘not inform you ot 
= the purport of ‘my commiffion, or the relu€tance 

. i feel in the execution of it: therefore Ih 

*, to intreat that, in compafiion for the live . 
eo officers and foldiers, you would come down, and 
So with us to the king.?, Elias was fo-affected by 

| his difcreet_and courteous‘behaviour, thathe came 





down and followedhim..” .. 2. . 
-. When He'camie'to: ee prefence, he, .without'.,,,. 
an.cevemiony; thus addrefied the'king:: “* “Tche Lord apyasts 
&* Nath fatds'Sinte you ‘efteem meno God, and: unable teas! 
ff to tell what will bethe iffue of: ‘your difteriper;and ahaa 
a that you prefer the..God of Ekron _in point of 
: “authenticity, Be‘affuréd’ that thou fhale die”? The 
sredition-of the. prophet was foon verified; for tlie ania, 
king’s’ indifpofition increafing daily,he at length fe: 
- gave up_ the ghofts'and- dying without iffue, was joni 
: Jucceeded: by his brother-Jehoramn:’ ‘his prince allo cet # 
i followed the pernicious example of his‘tather, de- i532 
voting himifelf to: the’ practice of idolatry, in con- i 
tempt ‘of: the laws: and religion ‘of ‘his foréfathers 5 
though, -abftracted from this, his-ability for govern- 
| ment waStonfiderable. | Sg Vabee Re setae 
: At this time the: prophet Elias difappeared from » 
among'men (¢). He'lett behind him, as-his‘fuccel- $ 
for, in the-prophetic office; Elifha, of whom we have ce: 
fpoken ‘already. Sears _ Eh 
Upon-Jehoroam’s fucceeding to the: throre'of his 
: brother, he'formed.a refolution‘of going'to war with 
Mefha, king of the Moabites, for refufing to pay an 
- annual‘ tribute’ in fheep and lambs, ‘which had been 
, Paid to his father’ Ahab," during’ the whole of his 
. feign, though denied:‘to his brother Ahaziah. In ,. 
: confequence of this'refolution Jehorant'raifed a very 4x 
confiderable army: at Home, and _then -folicited the 
‘alliance of Jehofhaphat, king of Judah, urging, 352 * 
motive, the ancient friendfhip that fubfifted betwixt 
‘their refpective father’s. Jehofhaphat not only com- 
plied with his requeft, but engaged to ‘bring te 
king of Idumzea into the league, ‘having, from dl- 












death of any others fo well aifwer the ends of Infinite Wifdom. 
If this catailrophe was intended for the punifhment ofevil-dozrs, 
_ who fo fit to be made examples, as thefe who were: actually en- 
‘ gaged-in the wicked enterprize ? ap ht : 
(c) The facred records informs us, that, while’ this prophet: 
was converfing with his fucceflor, Elifha, in the prophetic offices 
‘ there fuddenly appeared'a fiery chariot, that parted them; 1° 
imediately on which the prophet was conveyed by a whirlwin 
into heaven. See 2 Kingsii, 41. , vue 
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Boox IX. ee 
vers cafes, a confiderable influence with: that 
. "As [choram met with fo favourable a reception 
upon ‘his application, he went to Jerufalem, where 
he was cordially received, and fumptuoufly enter- 

council tained, by the-king of the place. The plan of the 

bidat J eynedition was debated in council; and it was‘car- 


niin ried unaninious, that the army fhould march through. 


concerning 


wneexpedi- che defert of Idumzed, where the enemy would be 
gem leaft apprized of their defign: D 
folution formed in council, the kings of Judah, 


Ifrael, and Idumza, proceeded towards the deiert, | 


thethree ~where, having wandered for the {pace of feven days, 
siagsaed they were greatly. diltreffed for want of water both 
tier for their men and cattle, infomuch that they funk 
frwant into the utmoft defpondency.. Jehoram was {fo ’par- 
eivates ticularly diftreffed, that he impatiently exclaimed, 
“© What have thefe three kings done, to be delivered 
up captives to the Moabites without refiftance?” But 
Jehofhaphac bearing the calamity with pious refigna- 

tion, endeavoured to foothe the afflictionof Jehoram, 

and advifed him to enquire if there was a prophet of 

the Lord at hand, in order to afk of him counfel 
concerning the Divine will. Being informed, by a 
fervant, that he had feen Elifha, the fon of Shabat, 

and difciple of Elias, there, the three kings, on the 
propofal of Jehofhaphat, immediately repaired to the 
propher, and enquired of him what would be the 
coniequence of the army’s being wholly deftitute of 

seyanpty Water. Elias replied to fehoram, who was more par- 
a ticularly inqui itive, “* Afk counlfel of the gods of 
forcoufel. your father, and of your mother.” Jehoram,_ not- 
Retoram is withftanding this abrupt reply, perfifted in his ap- 
tie. plication to the prophet, and intreated him to return 
psy a favourable aniwer, and fave the lives.ot thoufands 
me that were perifhing with thirft. Elifha folemnly 
declared he would return no anfwer but for the fake 

of Jehofhaphat, a pious and virtuous prince; and 

then ordering a mufician to be called, while he was 
finging an hymn, accompanied with his inftrument, 

the prophet recommended to the kings to caufe 
ditches to be cut, which fhould be fupplied with a 
fufficiency of water both forthe peopleand their cattle. 

pro. Te added, moreover, that henceforward they fhould 
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thsi. Almighty would enable them to overcome their 

y of water, P : : : ° 

enemies, deftroy all their plantations, {top their ri- 

vers and fountains, and lay their country waite. 

Early next morning the prediétion of Elifha was ve- 

tified; for there came down from Idumeza, three 

days journey from that {pot, an impetuous torrent, 

Hipetice which filled all the ditches they had caufed to be 

ae dug; fothata copious fupply was obtained for the 
' retrefhment both of man.and beaft. . te 

L : The king of Moab, upon receiving intelligence 

nekirg that the confederate kings were advancing againft 

jena ior him by way of the defert, marched out with his 

ie, Whole army to meet them on the borders, and there- 

by preclude an invafion. The armies of the confede- 


rates were by this time not far fromthe land of Moab; _ 


which, from. the reflection of the beams of the rifing 
fun, appeared like blood, they concluded that a con- 
tention had arifen between the three Kings, that their 
armies had engaged and flain each other, and that 
they had nothing more to do than take poffeffion of: 
the fpoil of an abandoned camp.. Elated with this 
confidence, they afked permiffion of their king to 
- rifle, which being granted, they rufhed onas to an ad- 
vantage already gained, upon a fuppofition of their 
enemies having deftroyed.each other. But they foon 
found themfelves miftaken ; for when they came up 
to the camp, in order to rifle it, they-met with an un- 
iM. ¢xPected receprion, the confederates falling on them 
tee. With fuch courage and refolution, that, being obliged. 


i 
t 
and when thearmy of thatcountry perceived the water, 
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and the main body reduced to the neceflity of faving 
themfelves by a precipitate flight. . ; 
he kings, availing themtelves of this fuccefs, 
Made an incurfion into the land of the Moabites, 
_deftroyed their cities and towns, drove away their 
"Cattle, choaked up their rivers and fountains, cut 
own their timber, and made ravage and devattation 
Wherever they went. The. king of the Moabites 
Was opiped to take refuge in a town, which was 
O. 12. 
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ANTIQUITIES or razr JEWS. 


According to the re- ¢ 


pitioe- not experience the calamities of drought; for that the . 


. for_ his interpofition in her behalf; upon which he 


to give way, great numbers were flain on the fpor, . 


foon after befieged by. the confederate. army. Ap- 
Prehending the danger of ‘lofing it by atZ:alr, he 
determined on making one'refolute effort. + Lavin 
felected teven hundred of his.choicett troops Gf horfé, 

he made 2 defperate fally at their head, in order to 
break through the enemy’s weakett ‘quarters , but 
failing in the attempt, and meeting with a repulle, 

he was reduced to the neceffity of faving himfelf bya 
precipitate retrear to the town in which he had taken 
refuge. This difappointment, aggravated by others, 
induced hinrto an aétion. the moit horrid and bar- 
barous that frantic defpair could poffibly fuggett. 

He: took his eldeft fon, the heir-apparent, and lacri- 

ficed him upon the. walls of the town, in view of the 
enemy’s army. The. kings were fo affected at the The king 
horrid fpectacle, that, impreffed by the feclings of of Mow 
humanity, and a reflection on the viciffitudes of for- his eldek 
tune, they raifed the fiege, and retired to their own 1. 
country. Jehofhaphat lived in peace after this expe- 
dition the jhort time he furvived it: he foon after 

died at Jerulalem, in the fixtieth year of his age, and 
twenty-fifth of his reign; and was interred, with a 
magnificence fuitable to his character, as he did ho- 

nour to his ftation as aking; and to human nature as a 

man, byaconduct uniformly pious, virtuous, andjult. 


CHAP. IL. 


‘Succeffion of Feboram to the throne of his father Febo- 
foaphat. Elifoa performs ‘fingular miracles: . “dad, 
hing of Syria, invefis Samaria. The fiege miraculonfly 
raifed. Adad put to death by Hazael, who ufurps 
his crown. Flagitious altious of Feboram. - Elifbu’s 
denunciation agaiuft bin. ° fa OSG 


THE late king Jehofhaphat had a numerous iffue 





. ? ry > 
but he appointed his cldeft fun, Jehoram, to the 7 Chron 28 


p I hofha~ 
fucceffion. He had the fame name with his: mother’s sereluae ‘ 
P 


brother, the. fon of. Ahab, and king of Tifrael, who ceeded by 
was juit returned to Samaria from the iwar with the her 
Moabites, and brought.with him the prophet Elitha. y.,ohus 
There are upon facred'record feveral memorable paf- Jshfss 10 
fages relative to. this venerable character, which I relate the 
deem worthy of being related upon this occafion. ' ee 


Elitha was applied to by the widow of Obadiah, ace Whlhias 


“ fteward of Ahab’s houfhold. She told him he was 


no ftranger to the violent outrage of Jezebel againft 

the prophets, nor to. her hufband’s prefervation of - 
them, and borrowing money for their maintenance. 

She added, that her hufband.dying, and leaving her 

‘in indigent circumftances, the creditors threatened 
to,make flaves of her and.her children for che ‘debt, 

and therefore intreated him to afford her fome affift- 

ance. The prophet afked. her what fhe had in the 

houfe, to which fhe‘replied, that fhe had only a 

little oi] in a cruife. He then bid her borrow what. 

empty vefiels fhe could of her neighbours, take them 

home with her, fhut .herfelf up with her two fons, 

and from her little, but multiplied, ftore, to pour 

into the veffels till they. were full. The widow did sae oh 
as fhe was ordered, and the oil continuing to run Malis dee 
from her own vefiel till thofe fhe had ‘borrowed were oil of the 


-full, fhe returned to the prophet-to give him a parti- ‘widow o" 


Obadiah, 


cular account of what had paffed, and to thank him ; Kings 4a 


told her to fell as much of the oil as would fatisty 


- the creditors, as there would remain a fufficiency 


for the fupport of herfelf and family: by this 
means fhe was freed from a ftate of embarraff- 
ment. : t 

Elifha having notice of a confpiracy againft the 
life of Jehoram by the Syrians, who had treacheroufly Apprizes 
planted an ambuth to furprize him, gave the king a of 
immediate _ intelligence, .with a caution to beware Of the fnires 
a certain place, where the plot was laid. ' The king tad for him 
availed himfelf of the prophet’s information and Bynthe Sy- 
advice, put off an intended hunt, and fruftrated the 2'Kings 6 
whole defign. Adad, king of the Syrians, was fo 
incenfed at the difappointment, that he reviled his 
own fervants, and threatened them with death itfelf, 
for difclofing a plot to which they alone were privy. 
When it was reprefented to him, “* That he fhould noc 
fuffer himfelf to be biaffed.by a groundlefs opinion, 


“nor fufpeét his fervants of dilcovering his defign to 


his enemy ;”? when he was alfo given to underitand 
Mm thar 
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that theprophet Elitha was the man who had difco- 
vered aiid laid open all his counfels, he gave im- 
mediate orders to fome of his mefiengers to go In 
queft of the prophet; and word was joon fent him 
that hemight be found at Dathan. Upon this intel- 
ligency he immediately difpatched a number of of- 
ficers to apprehend him, ‘They befet che town by 
night, and thereby prevented paffengers from coming 
in or going out. When the prophet’s fervant had 
notice of this extant cuiany incident, and found the 
teapnres defign upon his mafter, he haftened to him, and, 
hen'Ei- with timorous accent, related thecircumftance. Eli- 
fla, fha bid him take courage, nor harbour a fear in his 
breaft, as his confidence was ever firmly repofed in 
‘the goodnefs and power of an over-ruling Provi- 
dence. Upon this he befought the Almighty to 
manifeft to his fervant his prefence and protection in 
fuch a manner, asto infpire him with hope and cou- 
rage, and lead him to an_ entire refignation to his 
holy willand pleafure. His prayers were heard ; and 


Adad fends 


pees of chariots and horfes round about Elifha, as a 


ake forhis Guard to his perfon. This diffipated the fear, and 

deliverance, animated the courage, of the jervant, as well as 
confirmed the charaéter and.office of his matter. 

After this the prophet intreated that the Syrians 

might’ have fuch a mift caft before their eyes, 

as to affect their fight, fo that they fhould not _dif- 

cern him from another man. ! 

grant of this requeft, he went into the midft of the 

troops, and afked them whom they fought. They 

anfwered, “* Elifha, the propiet 3”? upon which he told 

them, if they would follow him, he would lead them 

tothe place where he wasto be found. Thefe men, 

whofe underftanding became impaired, as wellas their 

fight, followed him‘ with the greateit chearfulnefs, 

till at length he brought them to Samaria. Upon 


Elifha their entrance into the city, king Jehoram, at the 
ere the inftance of the prophet, commanded the gates to be 
Sau” fhut, and the Syrians tobe {urrounded, flifha then 


intreated that their fight might be reftored, and his 
prayer being granted, the mift was withdrawn, and, 
to their great aftonifhment, the Syrians faw. them- 
felves furrounded by their enemies in their own.ca- 
capital, Samaria. uae 
While the Syrians were in this ftate of danger and 
fufpenfe, apprehending nothing but a retaliation of 
‘Jehoram is injuries from a profefied enemy, the king propofed 
difpofed to to the prophet the putting them all to death: ‘but 
Bit Vi this he abfolutely rejeéted, asa means totally incon- 
Wodeathe — fiftent with honour, juftice, and humanity, and ne- 


ver juftifiable but in felf defence, or when victory i. 
a 


obtained in battle. He obferved, that thefe men 

been guilty of no act of hoftility upon his territories, 
but only were brought thither by the Divine will, 
and through the Divine power, without any malici- 


“The prophet OUS annus and without their own knowledge. : 


interpotes in Lhe prophet, from thefeconfiderations, recommended 
theirbehalf tothe king that they fhould be treated not only with 
lenity, buthofpitality, and, after affording them ever 
comfortable refrefhment, difmiffed without the leatt 
‘They are annoyance. Jehoram followed his counfel; fo that, 
Bonaurarty after a {plendid and fumptuous regale, they were fent 
iaetack, home totheir king without offer of the leaft injury. 
Upon their return they related to the king the 
particulars of this {trange event, which ftruck him 


with conviction, that it was certainly brought about ° 


Convidion by the difplay of a Divine power, and that what the 


wrovsht?" prophet had delivered were the dictates of Divine 
ofAdad. infpiration. He therefore deterniined to make no 
more fecret attempts upon the king of Ifrael; but re- 
folved, however, upon an open war, relying on the 
sae ftrength and power of fuperior numbers. 
ad t¢< 


awSnoti. 1 confequence of this refolution Adad raifed a 
Jities, and formidable army, and marched with his whole force 


befiger St againft Jéhoram, who thinking himfelf incompetent 





(a) The manner in which this melancholy ftory is related in 
the fcripture is as follows: ‘¢ And as the king of Ifrael was 
** pafling by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, 
«¢ faying, Help, my lord, O king, And he faid, If the Lord 
«* do not help thee, whence fhall It help thee? out of the barn- 

floor, or out of the wine-prefs ? And the king faid unto her, 
«© What aileth thee? And fhe anfwered, This woman faid unto 


«* me, Give thy fon, that we may eat him to-day, and we will: 
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there appeared, inthe fightof the fervant, a multitude - 


In confidence of the- 





- © him: and I faid unto her the next day, Give thy. fon, | shat 
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to engage himin the field through great inequality in 
-point of numbers, kept within the walls of Samaria, 
depending on the itrength of its fortifications. _Adad, 
however, invefted the place, not doubting of its fur. 
render, if not through force of arms, by, famine, 
through his precluding them from obtaining. provi- 
fions. The fiege had not been long carried on before 
the people were brought to fo milerable a fcarcity, 
that an afs’s head was fold for fourfcore pieces of Arima 
filver, and five pieces were given fora pint of pull. feel 
In thisextremity Jehoram was apprehenfive that the “""” 
enemy might receive information of the dreadtul de- 
gree in which the famine prevailed ; {o that he daily 
walked round the fortifications, had an eye upon the 
guards, and was very attentive that no perfon what- 
ever fhould enter the city with firft undergoing a 
proper examination. ; ' 

As the king was one day walking on the walls of ° 
the city, upon this bufinefs of watchful infpection, a 
ftrange’ woman accofted him, requeiting his affiit- 
ance. Suppofing fhe wanted food, he put her off 
with a einice GE anger, afking her how fhe could 
expect relief from him, who had neither barns, nor 
any kind of provifions to fpare. The woman gave 
him to underftand fhe did not come to folicit him 
for food, but for juftice, and earneftly intreated him 
to determine a dilfpute between her and another wo- 
man. The king afking her meaning, fhe told him 
that ** Her neighbour and herfelf, having each a 
male infant, and being both ready to perifh tor want 
of food, came to an agreement to kill their chil- 
dred and eat them, asthe only means to preventflarv- |_| 
ing. Sheadded, that her child was killed and drefied 42" 
the preceding day, and the other woman partook of havi 
it; bur that now, when fhe ought, in turn, ’to partake 
of her child, the woman had broken her agreement, 
and-concealed it (a). 

Jehoram, deeply affected by this melancholy tale, 
rent his clothes, and, in a fit of rage and horror, vow- | 
ed vengeance on Elifha, whom he took to be ‘the ™#* 
caufe of this dreadful calamity. While this frenzy jaiais 
prevailed, he difpatched an officer to take off the ts 
prophet’shead ; and the man immediately fet forward 
to execute his commiffion. Elifha, by the fpirit of 
prophecy, had notice of this wicked-defign againit 
-his life, and, therefore, having acquainted the people pesos 
with it who were with him, and particularly informed she 
them, that Jehoram, the fon of a murderer, had ent his 
an officer, witha party, who were then on the way, to 
take off his ‘head, he defired them to fecure the 
doors, and by no means to admit the officer till the 
arrival of the king, who, he had reafon to be affured, 
had changed his mind, and was haftening after his 
people to prevent mifchief. They watched as they 
were directed, fhut the doors upon the men when 
they came, and kept them out till, the appearance of Ree 
Jehoram, who_haftened with the utmoit {peed to ie 
countermand the execution of the order, and fave jusit 
the life_of the prophet. oder 
The'king, on his arrival, began to reproach the hits 
rophet with inhumanity, in beholding himfelf and 
is people reduced to fuch extremity of diftrefs, with- 
out interpofing, and offering up one prayer for their 
relief. “Che prophetthen encouraged and comforted 
him with this promife and affurance, ‘* That, by the 
“* {ame hour on the following day, Samaria_ fhould pine 
“© be fo abundantly ftored with all kinds of provi- nisi 
* fions, that the market price of a meafure of fine ™™ 
‘© flour fhould be only a fhekel ; and that two mea- 
“* fures of barley fhould be fold for the fame fum.’ 
This prediction was credited by the king, and thole 
of his attendants, who had feen different proofs ot 
the prophet’s veracity. They rejoiced in the prefage 
as if already accomplifhed, and bore their prefent 
diftreffes with a degree of patient refignation, being, 
revived by the hope of a fpeedy relief. But one ol 
the king’s favourite officers, who commanded a thir d 


a 






s¢ eat my fon to-morrow. So we boiled my fon, and did cat 


‘© we may eat him: and fhe hath hid her fon.” 2 Kings, V1; 2 
&c. A melancholy ftory indeed ! and a terrible di/piay of that 
‘Divine vengeance which Mofes had long before told the Ifrael- 
ites would befall them, if they rebelled againit God. See 
Deut. xxviil. 53. =f ; 
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Boox IX. 
of his atrny, could not be brought to place any con- 
fidence init; on the contrary, as the king was that 
day familiarly leaning on his fhoulder, he affirmed.it 
to be “ athing impoffible, unlefs it fhould rain 

| “meal from heaven.” The prophet made him a 
e 


be light and more expeditious in their flight. Upon 
this information, the people, at the king’s command, 
rufhed out of the city, in great numbers, in order 
to pillage the enemiy’s deferred camp, where they 
found an immoenfe booty, in treafure and cattle, and 


fuch.an incredible ftock of Srain, that, in a moft The camp 
amazing fuperabundance, they forgor their fearcity , of the Sy 
for.two meaiures of barley were fold for one fhekel, and in 
and a meafure of. four at the fame price, according menfe booty 
to the prediction of Elitha. ‘This meafure contains ‘ried of 
about an Italian bufhel and an half. 
The officer, ‘who difputed.the veracity of the.pro. 
phecy, was appointed by the king to guard the Gate, Prophecy 
which led from the city to thecamp, in order to ‘pre- refpecting 
vent diforder, and their crufhing one another to death eae 
in the fally; butthe crowd prefied on him with fuch cer veined, 
vehemeénce that he was trampled:to death: fo that, 
though he faw the great abundance of provifions af- 
terwards brought'to market, yet, as the prophet had 
foretold, ‘he did not tafle thereof. 
When Adad, ‘upon the miraculous raifing of the 
fiege of Samaria, had efcaped to Damafcus, and was 2 Kins & 
intormed, that all thealarms of chariots and horfemen, 
that had given fuch an irreparable rout to him and 
his army, were, in truth, nothing more than judicial 
impreffions of fright and terror, without any toun- 
dation, he looked upon it as a declaration trom hea- 
ven again{t him; and this anxiety of thought made 
him as fick in body as in mind. 
, Adad, being informed that Elitha was at this time Adad de- 
in Damafeus, he fent Hazael (who was now become Pes Ha- 
one of his prime minifters) with magnificent prefents 2! Bike 
to the propher, and to enquire whether or not he uponhis reo 
ould recover from thé ficknefs under which he then eae 
laboured., The noble meffenger took with him forty Nis fcknets. 
camels, loaded with the choiceit curiofities that either 
the town or country afforded, and meeting Elitha on 
the way, faluted him, with the greatett reverence, in 
. the name, and by thecommand, of king Adad, telling 
im, at the fame time, that he had_commiffion to of 
er him. prefents, and alfo to confult him about his 












































ief reply to this elfcét, “* Thar himfelf fhould fee 
Ee eran but -fhould not be permitted to tafte of 
“it? Andthis prediction accordingly came to pats. 

There was alaw in Samaria, that.no perfons af- 
fe&ted with the leprofy, and whofe badies were not 

sKings 2h cleanfed from it, fhould’be fuffered to live within the 

Uitigas walls of the city. It happened, .at this time, that 

: there were four Jeprous perfons thathad their habi- 
tations wicthout:the gates. The-famine raged with 
fuch violence in the city, that no provifions could ‘he 
expected from that quarter; ‘and .to remain in-their 
habitations, would_be to give themfelves up ta the 
moft lamentable of deaths. . They therefore unani- 
moully refolved to caft themfelves upon the mercy . 
of the enemy, who would either relieve their necef- 
fities, or put them to death; fo that their miferies one 
way or other would be foon terminated. 

In confequence of this refolution, they proceeded, 
by night, to the.camp of the Syrians, whether they 
had no fooner arrived, than, ‘to their great furprize, 
they found it entirely deferted by the enemy. For, 
upon the approach of the lepers, the Syrians were 

any (truck with a panic, by the imaginary noife of horfes 
t iiaiar and armed men breaking in upon them, and con- 
Bomina cluded that the king of Ifrael had called in theaffift. | 
RB Fanic, ance of allies, and were coming to furprize them. 
This conjecture threw them into the greateft confter- 
nation, infomuch that they haftened to Adad, and 
told him that the confederate kings were juft at 
hand, within hearing of the march of the army. 
Adad gave credit to the delufion, as he himfelf-was 
influenced by the fame falfe imagination; fo that, in 
one general confufion, the whole camp broke up, the . 
army difperfed, and every man began to fhift for him- 
felf, leaving their treafure, cattle, baggage, and pro- 
‘ vifion; in a word, all their poffeffions behind them. 
‘The lepers, having fone through the camp of the 
Syrians, and found all fafe, firft regaled themfelves 
mot plentifully, and then carried off'a great quantity 
of gold, and other valuable effeéts, without Boding 
fo much as one perfon in the field. They loaded 
themfelves four times, and buried their treaiure ina | 
hole, which they dug for that purpofe. _ without the 
camp. But while they were thus reg: ing, and pro- 
viding for themfelves, they reflected that their coun- 
i trymen were ftill under the difmal apprehenfions of 
f Teles ftarving in the town, or perifhing bythe enemy, and 
4 renee that it was but juftice toinform them, as foon as pof- 
Fieionot fible, of the happy event that-had taken place. Thus 
teSjrins, refolved, they made the utmoft hafte to the city, 
called aloud to the centinels on the walls, that the 
enemy had totaly abandoned their camp, and left 
behind them all their tents, cattle, and treafure. 
Intelligence ofthis important event being commu- 
nicated to the king, he immediately fummoned a full 
council, to whom he‘gave it as his own private opi- 
nion, that it was only an artifice of the enemy to draw 
them out of the city, and that, placing themfelves 
in ambufh, they would fuddenly fall on them, and 
ta. Obtain a compleat- victory. He obferved, that they 
Btcoand re. Might, perhaps, defpair of ftarving the befieged to 
Biv» of death, and therefore had recourfe ‘to, this invention 
coon (9 fUrprize them, and thereby ‘gain their point. 
Bycathe rom thence he inferred the expediency of guarding 
Bestofthe againgt fuch a defign,- and deliberating on meafures 
with the greateft caution. Orie of the council ftood 
up, and, with -due deference ro that venerable board, 
ave his opinion in concurrence with that of the 
xing, obferving further, that it would be Proper to 
fend two horfemen as far as-the river Jordan for dif- 
covery, and if their fuggettions were juftly founded, 
and they fhould be made prifoners, the lofs would not 
beconfiderable; butif they did notdifcoverany part of 
the enemy, they might reafonably fuppofe that all was’ 
fafe, and that they had retired to their own country. 
f e€ Pule readily affenting to the laft propofal, two 
couts were immediately diipatched for intelligence. 
Jn a fhort time es returned, and reported, that not 
One individual of the enemy was to be feen; but tha 
t ney faw abundance of corn, “arms, and other arti-” | 
‘tes which they had leftbehind them, that they might 
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prophet aflured Hazael, that the king was to die, but tells the 
charged him not to difclofe it to him. The meflen.. eas 
Ser was much affected by this melancholy prefage; ““""" 
and Elifha poured forth tears abundantly, on con- 
templation of the miferies the people were to undergo 
after the deceafe of Adad. When Hazael enquired 
of the prophet the caufe of his exceffive grief, he re- 
plied, ‘* I cannot refrain from weeping, when Icon- ,. 
«* template on the calamities which you yourfelf are Att thedire 
** to bring upon the people of Ifrael. You will put eee 
* their ftrong men to the {word, burn their fenced jx Wik 
“* cities, dafh their children againft the ftones, and the tyranny 
“‘ deftroy their women in a ftate of pregnancy.” of Hazael, 
‘When Hazael, ftruck with furprize, afked, by what theproniier 
power he was to perpetrate all thefe evils, the pro- prediés, 
phet affured him he had received Divine intimation 
that he was to reign in Syria. 
‘T hefe words of Elitha fixed'the ambition of Ha- 
zael, who immediately left the prophet, and return- 
ing to the king his mafter, gave him great hopes of 
recovery. ‘This, however, the treacherous courtier ae 
took care to prevent himfelf; for the next morning he Hazsetwno 
‘put him to death, by ftifling him witha cloth epped takes pofef 
in water, and took poffeffion of his palace and go. f°" of his 
‘vernment.’ Adad was an active prince, and greatly 
beloved by his people, infomuch that, tothis day, the 
“memory of Adad, and Hazael his fucceffor, is ho- 
noured by the Syrians, for their generofity in general ; 
and the magnificence of the temples they erected at 
Damafcus, together with the ornaments with which Adad and 
they embellifhedthecity in particular. Their images en hoe 
are daily carried in grand proceffion, and much ef- conten 
teemed for their antiquity; for feveral hundred years rated by the 
have elapfed from the time of the exiftence of their Syrians in 
original. “The death of Adad gave reft to the king Jofephus- 
of IZfrael, delivered him from the apprehenfions ~. 
which had long difturbed his quiet, and afforded 
him the enjoyment of an interval of peace. 
When deter, the king of Jeruialem, (who, as 
already obferved, had the fame name as the king of 
Ifrael), afcended the throne, he fullied the com- 
mencement of his reign by the flaughter of his bro- 
ther and his father’s friends, and the commiffion of 
deeds, in general, as furpafs, if poffible, the moft 
abandoned . 


= 
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difeafe, whether ornot hemight hope for relief. The. Elifha fores 


government. | 


149 
2 Kings 8. abandoned of his predeceffors. .Indeed, hewas chiefly 
Maer be inftigated by the example ‘and perfuafion of his wife, 


dah, a crue) Gotholiah, the daughter-of Ahab, to trefpafs againft 
and impious the laws and religion: of. his country, bythe practice 
Beings: of idolatry, and departing from the worfhip of the 
only one and.true God. Now, though the Almighty 
was not pleafed to extirpate this family,. for theiake 
of the promife given to David, Jehoram continued 
his provocations by the introduétion of cuftoms that 
tended to the promotion of impiety, and the fubver- 

fion of the real interefts of the people: ° : 
_ The Idumzans having at this time revolted from 
Fee pou, and flain their. former. king; who had ever 
Salt fawn een faithful.to his father, as: well’ as fet up another 
Jehoram. in his place, Jehoram, incenfed at this infult, made 
an incurfion with a confiderable troop of horfe, and 
a number of chariots, into the enemy’s quarters by 
night. He deftroyed thofe parts that were contigu- 
ous to his own kingdom,. but did not attempt any 
further progrefs into the country.. ‘This expedition, 
fo far from filling the minds of thofe'who had re- 
volted with any degree of fear and apprehenifion, in- 
ftigated others to follow their example;.for'it caufed 
the defection of the country of Libnah. Such, in- 
deed, was the frantic madnefs of Jehoram, that . he 


etre. compelled the people.to go up to the high places of | 
horam, the mountains, and there pay: their adorations, and 
worfhip falfegods. — . cP Hadce 
As he perfilted in thefe abominations, -fetting the 
religion and laws of his country at defiance; there was 
brought him an epiftle from the -prophet Elifha; 
Ritts Which declared, ‘* That fince he had wilfully. and 
epitte.  ** Prefumptuouily fet himfelf in oppofition: to the 


2Chron.a1. ** practice and éxample of his forefathers, and efpou: 
, ‘fed the prophanation of the Ifraelites, .and that, 
“* not refting there, he had corrupted the tribe of Ju- 
*¢ dah, and the citizens of Jerufalem, fromthe wor- 
* fhip of: the true God, and feduced them to idola- 
“© trous fuperftitions, in making gods of images, and, 
*€ Jike Ahab, ufed violent means to compel the 
** people to thofe abominable practices, not {paring 
** the blood.of his brother, and other pious and vir-. 
*“tuous men, that, for thefe caufes, his family and 


“people fhould fall into the hands of:a mercilefs ‘|| 


“enemy, that fhould. {pare neither women nor chil- 
~ “© dren; and thathehimielf fhould be tormented with 

“a pogering, 

** fhould rot a 

was the judgmentdenounced at the Divine command, 

by the prophet Elifha, in his epiftle to Jehoram, who 

was brought too. late to a fenfe of his impiety. 


“CHAP. IIL 


The Arabians invade Judea. Miferable death of a 
horam. Succeffion of bis fon Abaziab. : 


OON after this dreadful denunciation of the Di- 
vine vengeance againft. Jehoram, an army of 
Arabians, trom the borders of Ethiopia, with other 
barbarians, made an incurfion into his dominions, 
rifled his palace, and put to the {word his wives, and 
all his children, except one, who was Ahaziah, and 
he very narrowly efcaped their fury. This public 


calamity was followed by the execution of the judg-. 


ment denounced againft the king, who, according to 
the prediction of the prophet, fell into a moft tor- 
menting difeafe, his bowels dropping out -daily by 
degrees, till at length heexpired in the greateft agony. 


eath of si : 

Tels Ass he lived detetted, fo he died unlamented, by the 
people, whoeven infulted his remains, inferring the 
juftice of his punifhment from the enormity of his | 
crimes. They even denied him an honourable fune- 
ral, ora place in the fepulchral monuiment of his fa- 
ther. We died in the fortieth year of his age, and 

Suecefion | eighth of his reign, and was fucceeded on the throne 


by his fon, Ahaziah. 
CHAP. IV. 
_ Feboram is wounded at the fiege of Ramoth-Gilead. 


Febu carrics on the fiege. Is ancinted king of Tfracl. 
Procecds to the city of Fexreel. te 


Aste city of Ramoth-Gilead had beena place of . 


ong difpute between the two crowns of Ifrael 
and Syria, Jehoram, king of the Ifraelites, cn the 


pain -in his inteftines,' till his bowels }- 
y degrees, and at length fallout.” This: | 
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death of Adad, king of Syria, entertained fanguine Sitgec 
hopes of recovering it. With that view-he laid fiege Rami. 
to it with a very powerful army. but, at the fir as 
oniet, he received a very dangercus- wound with an Won, 
arrow from the bow of a Syrian, fo that he was es 
obliged to quit the army, and retire.to Jezreel, for 
neceffary accommodations, and the. conveniencies of 
the cure. Fis troops, however, continued to oppofe 
the enemy under the command of Jehu, to whom it 
was delegated during his abfence, and who, in a fhort ,._. 
time, took it by force. Jehoram propofed, on_ his cin,’ 
return, to profecute the war againft the Syrians but, kerb 
inthe mean time,:the prophet Elifha; thinking it a ube 
proper opportunity for executing the orders lett him jeu“ 
y Elias, relative to the. punifhment of the houle |. 
ot Ahab, ordered:one of his difciples to goto Ramoth- Eniiick 
Gilead, and there, anoint and-:declare renee ing, in Jewly, 
the name, and by the authority,. of che Moft Ligh. 
He.alfo ordered him to depart in as private a manner 
as poffible, and by no means give the leaft notice of 
the purport of his journey. ee ee ee 
When the. young prophet reached the town, he 


_ found Jehu engaged with: his officers, in.confulting 


what fteps fhould be taken relative to the:profecution 
of the. war:. As foon as a convenient. opportunity 
offered, he gave: Jehu to underftand that he defired 
to have a conference with him.in private. The ge- 
neral immediately retired with him into an inner 
chamber, which they had no‘fooner entered, than the. 
young prophet,: taking out_a phial of oil, poured it 
on his head, telling him, ‘6 That God had chofen him 
king for the deftruction of the houfe.of Ahab, and 
to avenge the blood of the: prophets that had been fo 
wantonly and cruelly fpilt by. Jezebel.” He add- piss 
ed, that ‘* As Jeroboam, thefon of Nebat,.and after this. 
him the family of Baafha, had béen utterly extir- ‘oie 
minated_ for their wickednefs, fo there fhould. be. left joss 
no remainder of the impious ftock of Ahab.’? ‘When pte. 
he had thus fpoken, -he-haftily-left the chamber, and 
endeavoured to-pafs unfeen by any of the army.’ - 
._ As foon as Jehu-returned to. the.council-chamber, 
the officers, trom the appearance of the young pro- 
phet, having entertained avery meanopinion.ot him, 
enquired .concerning his perfon and bufinefs, inti- 
mating that he feemed to give indications, of infanity. 
Jehu, at firft, gave an cevafive anfwer, -but-that ren-_ 
dering them more urgent and. inquifitive, he related 
to them all that had paffed,. told them he ‘was‘a pro- 

het, and that his bufinefs was to anoint him king of 
frael, which he had no fooner done than. he haftened 
away. oat ' 
-After this declaration every one of them put off 
‘his garment, and: ftrewed. it under ‘hirh in token. of 5, zeus 
fubmiffion; and when he had takerhis place they all singe 
faluted him king, with acclamations, benedictions, *** 
and the founds of hornsand trumpets, to congratulate 
his acceffion to the throne. ‘Jehoram {till continued 
at Jezreel, on account of the wound he had received 
from the Syrians at the fiege of Ramoth-Gilead; and 
Ahaziah, king of Judah, his fifter’s fon, was alfo at 
the fame pace upon’ a vifit of duty and réfpecto 
him. .Jehu, therefore took this opportunity. © 
marching with his army to Jezreel, where he might 
furprize them both at once; but warned his men, 
upon their allegiance, not to give Jehoram any. in- 
telligence of their defign. . 


CHAP. V. . 
Febsram and Abaziah are both flain by Febt. 


, JEHU was difappointed in his intention to get t 


Jezreel before Jehoram could receive any intelli- 


‘gence of ‘what had paffed at Ramoth-Gilead, not- 


withftanding the precifion with which his officers ha 


-executed his orders in pofféffing themfelves of all che 


avenues to the town, and keeping the ftricteft guard. 
Jehoram had a centinel on. the watch-tower, who 
Perceiving a large body of men approaching; con- 


‘cluded it was Jehu who commanded them, haftily 


ran to the king, and acquainted him with. the par- 
ticulars of what he had feen, and his conjectures who 
they were. The king upon this immediately dit- 
patched a meffenger on horfeback to the party with 
inftructions to learn who they were. The mefienge! 
executed his mafter’s orders, and, onmaking enquiry. 
relative to the ftate of the army, Jehu, inftead © 

-k : giving 
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ive - giving him. the leaft, fatisfaction as to the purport of 
Biving ae, ordered him to fall into his rear, and 
"join the march. ‘The meffenger, in this figuation, was 
“under an unavoidable neceffiry of obeying ; and the 


king notice that. he. had joined the troops: “He 
oe digacched another meffenger with the fame in- 


rouzed with refentment by fuch.contemptuous treat- 
ment, the. two kings mounted their chariots, and fet 
out together to meet Jehu, who continued his march 
at avery regular moderate pace:. It happened that 
fy they met near the field of Naboth, the Jezreelite, and 
ef thekisss very probably not far from the {pot where that inno- 
mnt. cent and injured man was ftoned to death. Qn their 
i. ati firft meeting, Jehoram afked Jehu concerning the 
Fe fituation_of his army, and whether -it was war or 
peace ? Jehu, in reply, caft a bitter reflection on the 
whoredom and witchcraft of Jezebel, his mother. 

From this anfwer Jehoram’was convinced of the 
hoftile intentions.of Jehu, and the danger in which he 
ftood himéelf; fo rhat he gave Ahaziah to underitana. 
he was betrayed, and then turned his chariot, and en- 
deavoured to fave himfelf by flight. But Jehu pre- 
vented him from effecting his defign; for, at that in- 
ftant, he let fly ap arrow athim, which penetrating his 
heart, he immediately expired in his chariot. As ioon 
as Jehu faw this, he commanded Bidkar, one of his 
principal officers, to take the. body and caft it into 
the field of Naboth. This circumftance fuggefted 
to his mind the prediction of the. prophet Elias to 
his father Ahab, ‘* That his whole race fhould perith 
** on the very fpot he had unjuftly arrefted from 
“* Naboth, the legal proprietor.” 

When Ahaziah, king of Judah, {aw the fate of Je- 
horam, he became apprehenfive of-his own danger, 
and attempted to make his efcape,-and turned off into 
a bye-path to evade purfuit. But Jehu, following him 
Bnoally to acertain bank, wounded him with an arrow, and 
Brouatlby caufed him to leave-his ‘chariot, and take horfe 
B' order to fave’himfelf by flight. . He reached as far as 
the city of Megiddo, where he died of his wounds. 
His remains were removed.to Jerufalem, and there 
interred in the royal fepulchre of his anceftors. He 


ime Jelu Nays 
aes fenorant. 


f d Interred at 
Be Jecufalem, 


a character as his’ father. 


TL nee aa a Se aase ‘Set 


Fezebel is put.to death by command of Febu, who exter- 


demolifoes the temple of Baal. , 


qN the mean time Jehu made the beft of his way to 
_Jezreel, where Jezebel, the queen mother, deter- 
mined to maintain, her {tate to the laft, had dreffed 
hertelf in'her beft attire, .and fixed herfelf ata win- 
dow of the gate of the.city, in order to view the 
Proceffion. As foon as Jehu came oppofite the win. 
dow, the upbraided him with treachery, and uttéred 
this farcatm ; “* A hopeful fervant that kills his maf 

ter.” Fired with indignation. at fuch infolence, 
Jehu called out to know who ‘fhe was, and bade her 
come down; but fhenotimmediately obeying, hecom- 
manded the cunuchs that were about her to caft her 
down headlong, which ; 
tower, againft which the truck in falling, wereftained 
, With her blood;. and when, her. body fell to the 
aun. Sround, it was fo trampled on by the horfes as to be 


wand Quite disfigured, 
Phage Soon after 
3 " lace, he gave orders to Jezebel’s fervants, from: re- 
{peét to her exalted ftation, to fee the remains of 
their miftrefg interred with the honours due_to her 
rank ; but when they came to feek for her body, they 
found only a part of the, fkull,. the palms of her 
hands, and her feet, the reft having been devoured by 
dogs, \ en Jehu was informed of this circumftance, 
% Save him additional veneration for the prophetic 


ae this farther defign in requefting this cruel fervice of the 

u crs, elders, and great men of the nation, viz. that thereby 

hi He engage them in the fame crime and‘ confpiracy with 

ae elf ; for, by prevailing with them to murder Ahab’s kinf. 

en in ene ene, he bound them to his intereft fo clofely, 
QO 12, 
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centinel on the-watch tower feeing him detained, gave . 


1 «Wrote letters to thefe-guardians, 
{truétions, and with the fame fuccefs as theformer, till . 


-lord and maiter than ‘himfe 


ey in: 


signed over Judah two years, and was as defpicable’ 


muinates the race of Abab, the idolatrous priefts, and | 


being done, the walls of the’: 


Jehu and his retinue arrived at the pa- | 


(a) Befides the accomplifhment of the Divine decree, Jehu - 


fpirit- of Elias; who had foretold, “ 


That dogs’ 





fhould eat the flefh of Jezebel in the field of Jezreel’? 


__ There were at this time feventy fons of king Ahab 
in Samaria, under the guardianfhip of the governors, 
elders, and other great men of the city. Jehu, to 
effect his intention of extirpating the raceor Ahab, 
Siving them to un- 
derftand, thar, Reine well provided with men, arms, 
chariots, horfes, and all néceffary implements.of war, 
they would do well in feleéting one of the braveift 
youths from the ftock of Ahab, under whofe con- 
duct they might revenge the death of their lord and 
‘mafter, This infinuation was thrown out.to found 
their difpofition, and try how they ftood affected to 
his intereft. Having deliberated on the purport of 


.the letters with ‘great _circum{pection, and come to 


a refolution, that it would’ be neither prudent or 
fafe;in their then fituation of affairs, to oppofe apower 
that had already. defeated the united efforts of two 
mighty potentates, it was unanimoufly agreed to re- 
turn for anfwer, ‘* That ney would own no other 
f, and’ that they’ were 

entirely at_his devotion.” Jehu. fent them back, in 
reply, ‘* That, as a proof of the fidelity of their al- 
legiance, they thould fend him next day the heads (a) 
of all the fons of Ahab, which he ould deem an 
indubitable teftimony of their good faith.”:: .The 
Wee haying conferred on this injun¢tion of 
ehu, unanimoully agreed on compliance, and, with- 


out the leaft: remorfe, ordered the heads of .all t 


Princes to be cut off, put into bafkets, and, {ent to 


Jezreel, Jehu, being informed of their arrival, ‘or- 
dered them. to be laid in two heaps. before ‘the gate 


| of the city, oné on each fide, and to let them remain 


there that night. The next morning he went to the 
place, and, after viewing the heads, addreffed the 

eople to this effect : ** I was concerned in the death 
* of my matter, but, I did not flay all thefe.”” His 
main point was to jatisfy the people that this rigour 
towards the houfe of Ahab was not only agreeable to 
the Divine will, but confonant with the prediétion 
of the prophet. When he had extirpated, as many 
of the race of Ahab as could be found, he returned 
to Samaria.. On his way’he overtook a company, 
confifting of forty-two people ;~ and enquiring who 
they were, and where they. were going, they replied, 
they were relations of Ahaziah, king of Judah, and 
were going to pay a vifit to the court of Samaria, 
being ignorant of the fate of the late kings, Jchoram 
and Ahaziah. Asfoonas Jehu underftood who they 


‘When he. had advanced a little farther, he met 
Jehonadab, his particular fri¢énd, and a man of ftriét 


"y 


he Ahab’s 70 


fons areitaim 


by-defire of 


Jehu. 


Jehu caufes 
Ahaziah’s 
relations to 


" were, he ordered his guards immediately to feize and ‘be laine 
. put them to death. 


probity, who, after the firft falutation, highly com-. 


mended him for his zeal in extirpating the race of 
the wicked Ahab, according to the Divine command, 
Jehu then invited him to accompany him in his cha- 


.tiot to Samaria, affuring him he ‘* Would not fpare 


one-apoftate, but put to the {word all the falfe pro-~ 
phets and priefts, and thofe who deceived the mul- 
titude, and feduced them from the worfhip. of the 
true God to the adoration of foreign gods, deeming 
it pleafing to a good man to fee the deftruétion of 
the wicked.” Jehonadab fubmitted to the king’s 
pleafure, and attended him to the city. 

As foon as Jehu arrived at Samaria, he caufed 
ftrict fearch to be made for all the kindred of Ahab, 


that, in a fhort time, the whole racé was extirpated. 


He next formed a refolution of deftroying’ the tem- - 


ple of Baal, with all the falfe prophets and idola~ 
trous priefts, which defign he executed by the fo]~ 
lowing ftratagem. Calling an affembly of the peo. 
ple together, he told them he was determined to 
pay a very itrict.attention to the worfhip of Baal, 
adding, that “* If Ahab ferved Baal a little, Jehu 
would ferve him twice as much; for he would wor- 
fhip double the number.” He then defired that all 





that if any of the inferior people had been inclined to oppofs 
his defigns, they were, by thefe means, deprived of any man of 
figure and diftinétion to head them : and not only fo, but, by 


this expedient, Jehu thought likewife that he might, in a great 


meafure, juftify, at leaft leffen, the odium of his awn conduét, 


Na the 


Puts to, 
death all 
the kindred 
and all chat could be found. to-be put to death; -fo of Ahab 


in Samaria, 





“542 | 


Projects a 
feheme for 
the deftruc. 
tion of all 
the falle 
prophets 
and pricts. 


All the 
falle pro- 
phets and 
iprietts of 
Baal put 
to the 
fword, 


2 Kings ii, 
2 Chron, 
xxii. 
Athaliah 
vows vene - 
geance on 
the houfe 
of David, 


General 
maffacre 


"Of che fons 


of Ahaziah, 
Joath ex~ 
cepted, 


Jehoiada 
forms a de- 
Ggn for dee 
pofing 
Athaliah, 


“the word of. 
‘lators. 


‘lives fhou r i : 
was given, the commiffion was executed with the : 
-utmoit rigour, and every individual put to the {word. 


.To effect this, 
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he had a great factifice to offer to the god o 
‘Ahab, whom they called Baal, declaring at the farne 
time, that the ablence of any prieft fhould be pu- 
nifhed with death. Elaving appointed a day for the 
propofed folemnity, he fent meffengers throughout 
the whole country of the Ifraelites,-to -fumimon the 
priefts up to Samaria on that day. Upon the arrival 


‘of the priefts and prophets, they were prefented wich : 


thofe kinds of veftments in which they were ‘accul- 
‘comed_ to perform their religious ceremonies. - When 
Jehu entered the temple, attended by Jehonadab, he 
‘pave orders that ftrict {earch fhould be made'to find 
‘out any who were not worfhippers of Baal, ‘as. he 
would not fuffer any prophane intruder to mix in 
‘their facréd offices. It being. reported: that none 


‘were prefent but the devotees of Baal, he -ordered - 
‘them to proceed to the performance of their ufual 
‘ceremoriies. ' Juft as they were beginning, he had | 


fourfcore guards ready at the door, who-only waited 
‘command to break in‘ upon the ido- 
Their orders were to put ‘all the falfe pro- 
hets and priefts to the fword, and vindicate the 


Jaws and religion of their: fathers, which had been - 
and fo flagrantly violated. He threatened , 
to efcape, their own . 


fo Jon; 
‘that if any one was_fuffered 
fa pay the forfeit.. The word of command 


The temple was fet on fire, and reduced to athes 5 fo 
that Samaria was now purged. of its idolatrous abo- 
minations.. This Baal was the Syrianidol, to whom 


Ahab dedicated: an altar in’ Samaria, for the fake of - 


Ithobal, his father-in-law, king of Tyre and Sidon. 
Thus did' Jehu extirpate ti 
abolifh the rites and ceremonies of the worfhip of 
Baal, alchough he fuffered the Ifraelites to perfift in 
‘the worfhip of their golden calves. - However, the 


‘punifhment he infliéted upon that impious generation * 


was fo confiftent with the Divine will, that the pro- 
het foretold to him his pofterity fhould reign over 
Tfrael to the fourth generation. - 


CHAP. VII. 


Aéts of Athaliab, the daughter of Ahab, who reigned: 
She is Su to death by’ Febotada, - 


in Fudab fix years. 
the bigh-pri¢ft, who raifes 
to the throne. 


WHEN Athaliah, daughter of-Ahab, king of 
Ifracl, and widow of Jehoram, king of Ju- 


‘oafb, the-fon of Abaziah, 


dah, was informed of . the devaftations which Jehu | 


had made in the impious houfe of her father, and 


particularly of the maffacre of her brother.and fon, . 


fhe formed a refolution of revenging their deaths by 
fo effectually extirpating the race of David, as not 
to fuffer one to efcape her vengeance, who fhould 
boaft an hereditary claim to the crown of Judah. 
0 fhe gave orders that not only the 
children of ‘Ahaziah, but_likewife their offspring, 
fhould all be put to death. Thefeorders were accord- 
ingly put inexecution, but, froma circumftance that 
occurred, were not, as fhe intended, fully accom- 
plifhed. “At this time sfehohene, the Gfter of Aha- 
ziah, by the father’s fide, was married to Johoiada, 
the high-prieft. Coming to the palace, where ‘Atha- 


liah’s executioners were murdering all the reft, fhe. 


found Joafh, an infant of about.a year old, amongift 
the dead:bodies of the flain, which it feems had there 
been concealed by the nurfe. She privately conveyed 
him to_her dwelling, and from thence into the tem- 
ple, where fhe kept him concealed during the fix 
years of Athaliah’s reign over Jerufalem and the 
two tribes, without the knowledge of any one per- 
fon, except her hufband. ; 

_ After the expiration of fix years, Jehoiada entered 
into an aflociation with five principal officers of the 
army (captains of hundreds) to depofe Athaliah, 
and transfer the crown to the right heir. Having 
bound themfelves by an oath of fidelity and fecrecy, 
they applied themfelves to the execution of the de- 
fign, in which they embarked with great confidence 
offuccefs, Theoificers, who had joined in the affo- 
ciation with Jehoiada, difperfed themielves through- 


out the country, to dummon the priefts, Levites, and | 


the prophets and priefts of Baal might be prefént, as : 


e race of Ahab, and : 


- the temple, where the herfelf. was -admittec 


' commanded the officers of the guards to conduct her 
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the leading men of the-tribes, in the-name of the 
high-prieté, ‘to-Jerufalem. he 

As foon,as they wereaftembled, Jehoiada informed A genni 
thern’ that they were called together to confult on a fad 
“matter he-had to communicate, -which was.of the ut- anias, 
‘moft importance to the public weal. -Headded, that to}uisa 
the-bufinels required. fecrecy, in order to carry: it in- 
to exccution with fuccefs. The oath ‘having been 
generally -adininiftered, -he’ opened the whole affair 
without referve, and then pointing. to the child, .ad- 
drefied them in words to this effect: ** Behold your 
“king; the only furviving branch*of-that family, 
**. which, according to the-Divine promife.and pre- 2 King 
“ diction, fhall never be ‘wanting to fill the throne jaou" 
‘S© of David. It is ‘my advice that you divide - your. addeinds 
“‘-felves into three-parties; one to guard the‘perfon Me, 
“ofthe king in the temple, one-to fecure the ave- Joab sits 
** nues leading to ‘rand the other'to guard the open 
“* gare that leads to'the palace, .chat‘none be permit- 
-* ted to enter, except the pri¢its and Levites, upon 
* pain of death.” ‘He alio gave orders that a feleé&t 
‘number -of priefts and Levites fthould ftand with 
their drawn iwords as.a guard.about the-king, to-put 
to .death ‘whofoéver ‘fhould prefs into the ‘temple 
witha weapon about him, and,.at-all events, to {e- 
‘cure the lite of the king. ae: acon 
( . The wholeaffembly approved ofthe conduét of the 
‘high-prieft, whofe next bufinefs was: to cpen-a ma- 
gazirie of military ftores that had -been .depofited in 
the -teriple of David, and to deliver out lances, ‘ar- 


‘rows,.and other implements of war,'to the centurions, 


-priefts, and Levites,-who planted themfelves as a 
guard: upon-the temple, .and fo befet the-avenues, as 


.to exclude all thofe-who were not to eriter. | When Jeu 


anoiats ad 


thefe preparations weremdde, Jehoiada brought forth prin 
the young prince, placed the crown orrhis‘head,- put fot key 
the book of the Jaw into his hand; anointed him, and 


then proclaimed him king of Judah, the-people ex. 


i prefling theirapprobation by theloudeft acclamations. 


he -fhouts of the people reaching the palace, 
who immediately. fum- 
mble, -haftily -repaired to 
€ by the 
priefts; but her attendants were kept out by the 


greatly alarmed -Athaliah 
moning her guards to fle 


" guards, ‘who were pofted there by Jehoiada for'that 


very purpofe. - a ea 

As foon as fhe entered the place,. and faw the child 
upon the throne with a royal crown upon his head, 
and heard, at the fame time, the loud huzzas of the 
people upon the joyful occafion, fhe rent her clothes, 
exclaimed vehemently, and called her guards to ex- jsut it 
terminate the traitors who had combined to deprive desi 
her of herkingdom. Jehoiada, on_ the other fide, 









immediately out of the temple, as that place was not 
to be polluted with the blood ‘of a forcerefs.’ Orders 
were likewife given, that if any man fhould attempt 
a re{cue, he fhould be put to death. "Thofe who had 
the charge of this commiffion conduéted ‘Athaliahto 
the ftable gate belonging to the palace, and there dif- 
patched her without any oppofition. : 
~ As foon as this defjgn upon Athaliah had taken 
effect, Jehoiada fummoned the populace to the tem- 
ple, and adminiftered to them an oath of allegiance 
to their king, refpeéting the fafety and defence of 
his perfon, and the honour and _preferyation of his iat 
government. After this the king took an_oath of jy! 
religious reverence to God, and for the obfervance the fi, 
of thofe laws that Motes received from above, and snin 
tranimitted to. pofterity. 7 
Thefe ceremonies being over, the whole multitude 
haftened to the temple, which Jehoram and his wife 
Athaliah had built, during the reign of Ahab, king 
of Ifrael, near. Jerufalem, and dedicated to Baal. 
After deftroyin ‘the image of Baal, and all the orna- perot? 
ments within, they levelled the whole ftruéture with of He 
the ground, and put to death Mattan, the prieft, who peo 
was then in attendance. Ri dign 
The holy temple was committed to the charge of 
the priefts and Levites, according to the infticution 
of David; Jehoiada appointing two folemn facri- 
fices to be offered up every day, with incenfe, agree- 
able tothe law. ‘ R 
Having made thefe and fome other reforms, Joafh o we 
was conduéted out of the temple into the palace, by. tir 2 


the governors, officers, and all the people, and oa ue 
- place 
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Boox IX. ; sete 
oi ed ache ak once aaa 4 

laced afecond time on the ‘throne, was‘receiveéd with | 

the loudeft.acclamations.. A. :general joy-and-fefti- | 


ious Athaliah.. "-- -- : oye 
eerone deven years-old when-he came to the , 
crown.. His mother’s name was-Zibia, of Beerfheba. 
During the- lite of Jehoiada, he obferved the laws, 
and maintained.a.zeal for Divine worfhip.- When he 
arrived at years of maturity, he had two wives given 
to him by:the high-priett, by whom he had: both fons 
and daughters. ‘Thus much, for-the preient, | rela- 
tive to Joath, and the-parciculars re{pecting his de- 
liverance from.the. treachery of Athaliah, and his 
advancement to the throne: of: Judah. : 
oi CHAP. VUI. : 
evpedition of Hazael againft the people of Ifracl. Febu 
oe and f futcceded a bis fon Feboahax. Death of 
ehoiada, dud apoftacy of Foafo. Hazael invefts Fe- 
rufalem. Foafo ts flain by the friends of Zechariak, . 
wboin be bad caufed to be put to death. 


a Kisgsxiii, AZAEL, -king of Syria, at this time waged 
Expedition war againft.the Ifraelites, and their king Jehu, 
y of Hassel Jaying walte a large track of land to the eaftward be. 
iclites yond Jordan, ‘particularly in thetribes of Reuben, 
Gad, and Manaffes, not only burning. and pillaging, 
but putting.men, women, and children, tothe fword, 
without mercy. ‘Nor did Jehu feem difpofed to ‘re- 
fent his outrages and cruelty, having, from a zealous 
defender of the religion and laws of his country, dé- 
¥ DethofJe- generated into a negligence and contempt of them. 
ean He died in the twenty-feventh year of his reign over 
fon, Ifrael, was buried at Samaria, and fucceeded in his 

f government by his fon, Jehoahaz, ; 
x... ~~ Sometime after Joafh had been on the throne of 
mihi Tudah, he formed a refolutionof repairing the temple, 


8 


de aChronxxiv 


ke which had been very much damaged in the days of 
B Refolution dehorate and Athaliah. For this purpofe hedirected 
: tat of fie is uncle, Jehoiada, to fend certain priefts and Levites 
Gin wore throughout the feveral parts of his dominions, in 
Brinhe | order to raifea fupply of money, by levying a tax on 
B onetime che people, at half a fhekel a head.: Jehoiada, con- 
Binmediate vinced that the people were not difpofed to apply 
ig Heck. their money towards the ends propofed, did not put 
t the king’s commands, in force, and they remained 
unexecuted till the twenty-third year of his reign. 
§ Joahh then finding fo pious a refolution totally laid 
| afide, fent for Jehoiada, the pe bcpriell, together 








with the priefts and Levites, whom he cenfured for 
fi ence, and repeated his ait tothem, to 

C ing the con- 

tribution required. A variety of expedients - were 
fuggefted by Jehoiada, in order to effect the bufinefs 
_.. Without agerteving the people, tillat length the fol- 
Prhsisde's lowing was adopted as moft eligible. A cheft, made 
fe ami, of wood, through the cover ot which a flit was cut, 


Dsfznofre- their neg 


kale’ fet about the neceffary methods for ral 


vived, 


az contrie 


tuiorsta for the purpofe of receiving donations, was placed 
(vken, overcthe altar. This being done, it was recommend- 
\ ed to the people to contribute towards the intended . 
t work, in Deere? to their zeal for the true religion, 
! and the worfhip of the only true-God.. The multi- 
tude being pertectly fatisfied with thefe means of col- 
leCting, brought contributions of- gold and filver in 
great abundance. The high-prieft was entrufted 
with the key of the cheft, which, in the prefence of 
the king, was opened every day, and after the money 
was counted, it was regiftered by the clerks of the 
treafury, 
sien When it was found thar fufficient treafure was ac- 
sina, CUMulated for beginning the work, mafons, carpen- 
‘upovided, CeTS, And other artificers were employed, and_ the 
he ree choiceft timber, and all neceflary materials provided; 
mee” {0 that, ina fhore time, the repairs were compleat! 
finifhed. The overplus of the contribution, whic 
Was very confiderable, was applied to the purpofe of 
Procuring cups, flaggons, goblets, and other veffels, 
for facred fervices, over and above the oblation -of 
ue ue facrifices. "This important work was finifhed 
ae une er the immediate care and faipection of Jehoiada, 
shpat HO, with it, clofed his life in the rgoth year of his 
7 we ic was a man ofexemplary piety and virtue, uni- 
(inter, of hy ; beloved by the people; and, in confideration 
Ug, cos teady attachment to'the houfe of David, his 
3, Hs Temains were depofited in the fepulchre of the kings. 
he death of ‘the good high-prieft was productive 















‘ vity took place; nor did: one. man-regret the fall } 
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of fatal confequences botli-to king and nation: Joath 
“foon degenerated from his late zeal for.thé catfe of 
true religion, into a contemptuous negligence of the 
“Divine worhhip; and the‘heads of the people were in 
‘general difpoled to follow his'éxample, till, indeed, 
‘from the baneful influence ‘of the great; the apoftacy 
‘becamealmoit univertal.. me A ; 
This declenfion from the laws and religion of their S uenlags 
‘forefathers, to'which they had'fo inflexibiy adhered or'king ond 
‘during: the lifé of Jehoiada, was highly offenfive to geopte from 


- the Almighty, who was -plealed to fend fevera] thelr former 


i : . ‘aul BS 
prophets ‘to: expoftulate ‘both with the ‘king and {cu." 
people on their flagrant impiety, and to threaten, 
them ‘with a fevere punifhment, unlefs they:imme- 


|--diately reformed, and returned to their d uty. ‘But the 


vengeance denounced againit them, and the repeated 
-examples of the fate of their predeceffors ‘and fami- 
lies, upon whom the judgemént of heaven had been - 
‘inflicted, as a punifhiient for che enormity of their 
‘crimes, were not ‘fufficient‘to effect a reformation: 
‘Nay; fuch was the obduracy,as wellas ingratitude, of 
the king, that he caufed Zachariah, fon ofthe late. ..., 
high-prieft, Jehoiada, to be ftoned to death in oneof 2*chitiah . 
‘the Courts near thejtemple, for the freedom he had ra~ death at the 
ken in‘remonttrating with him, in {trong terms, onthe command of 
general impiety, arid’exhorting both him and his "* ins 
people to a timely repentance, inorder to avert thofe 
judgements which, their perfitting in their iniquities, 
wouldcertainly entail uponthem. ‘The prophet Za- 
chariah appealed to God with his dying breath, as his 
judge and witnels, that, ** He fuffered only for having 
*¢ adminiftered good counfel, and being the fon of a 
** man, who had deferved fo: well from his king and 
“country.” ee eS ae Sa one |e i 
It was not long before -the- great avenger of vio- a 
lencé was pleafed to punifh Joafh for his bafe treat- Hazacl lays 
ment of his fervant and prophet Zachariah. Hazael, wal irs 
king of Syria, made an incurfion, with a powertul jute. 
army, into his dominions; and having firft rifled and 
deftroyed Gath, proceeded towards Jerufalem, where 
the king himfelf had taken refuge.” Joath, being in 
no condition to make réfiftance, was fo. alarmed at 
the approach of the Syrian army, that, to redeem 
himfelf from the miferies of. a fiege, he compounded Jozh re- 
for hirnfelf and the city, and delivered up all thetrea- ascm™Jene 
fure of the temple, that which was dedicated to re- the fpoils of 
ligious' ufes, as well as the donations of particular the temple. 
kings, to Flazael, in-ordér to prevail with-him to 
withdraw his troops. -‘Thevalue of the bribe tempted 
theinvader, who accepted it, raifed the fiege,and re- 
turned with his forces to his own country. 
-_ No fooner was Hazael departed than’ Joath was 5.1 $ 
attacked with a fevere diftemper; and the friends of Joath. " 
Zachariah, in revenge for the death of the prophet, : 
and fon of their late much loved high-prieft, took 
him by furprize, and flew him. Joafh reigned forty 
as and was buried in the city of Jerufalem ; but 
is late impious courfes had rendered him {6 ob- 
noxious in the eyes of the-people, that his remains 
were denied a place in the royal fepulchre. - ‘ 


CHAP. IX. 


Expedition of Hazael, king of Syria, againft Feboabazy 
the fou and fuccefor of Febu, on his acceffion to the 
throne of Ifracl. ~ Feboabaz implores and obtains the 
Divine affijiance againft him. Dies; andis fucceeded by 
bis fon pou. Laft predittion and death of Elifoa. 
Death of Hazael, and fucceffion of his fon, Adad. 


poeen was fucceeded inthe government of Ju- 2kifgs xi. 


Amaziah 


dah by his fon Amaziah, who, at the-time of his j.tecda hie . 


acceffion, was twenty-five years of age. In_ the father Joa 
twenty-firft year of Joafh, Jehoahaz, the fonof Je- . ‘ 
hu, entered upon the government of Ifrael, in Sama- . 
ria, and held it feventeen years. He cannot be faid to 

have followed the example of his father, which, at 

the commencement, and during a confiderable part de 
of his reign, was praife worthy; for the fon and fuc- ete 
ceffor lived in the conftant practice of all impious rael, an 
and idolatrous abominations. For this caule it abandoned 
pleafed the Almighty to afflict both him and his Pi 
people, by delivering him into the hands of Hazael, 

who reduced him to fo low an ebb, thar he had no 

more than 10,000 foot, and 500 horfe, to defend him- 

felf againit the enemy, who waited his country, and 


deftroyed his fubje@s. This circumftance sald 
the 


ANTIQUITIES 


ithe prediétion of Elitha to Hiazael, when he told 
him’he fhould kill his: lord and mafter, and-take 

poffeffion of Syria and Damafcus.- _ |. 
In this unfortunate ficuation Jehoahaz had re- 
; courfeto heaven, by prayer and fupplication, for deli- 
Jehoahiz_ -verance from the power and oppreflion of the Syrians. 
interctmins ELis humiliation was accepted; and that Divine good- 
the Divine nefs, ‘that fupports the innocent, and pardons the 
aie apd Bee penitent, and is even difpofed to reform, rather than 
termons _punifh, was pleafed to grant him his requeft, put an 
end to aruinous war bya timely peace, and reftore his 
dominionsto the bleffings they had formerly enjoyed. 
After the death of Jehoahaz, Joafh, his fon, fuc- 

ceeded, to the government of 


144 


frael,in the thirty- 
Joath, the feventh year of the reign of Joafh, king of Judah. 
fen of Jee Ye was a pious and virtuous prince, and maintained 
seh a character; for religion and government, totally dif- 
prince rears) ; 
ferent from that of his father. : 
"The prophet Elifha was now far advanced in years, 
and being, as was {uppofed, upon his laft bed of fick~- 
nefs, Joafh, who alwaysentertained the higheft refpect 
. for the prophet, and payed him thegreateit reverence, 
aa made him a vilit on this melancholy occafion. Af- 
6 ter he had expreffed his grief for the agonies under 
which the good old prophet laboured, and mixed his 
Jamentation with tears, he pointed out the great lofs 
‘alllfrael would fuftain in thedeath ofa father,defender, 
and protector; as fuch he had proved both by his 
Sounfel and his prayers, which had fo often delivered 
them from the defolation of their enemies, and ob- 
tained them the moft. important of bleffings. 
"The kindnefs and compaffion. of the king, fo far 
wrought upon the prophet, that having firft beftow~- 
sare ed on him his blefling, he embiematically prediéted 
Wists Tih to: him the future fuccefs he fhould have over his 
net, Ems enemies, the ‘Syrians, in the following manner:. he 
blematical called for a: bow and arrows,and, when brought, bid 
prediionof the king put his hand upon the bow, bend it and 
aes The king. then dif{charged thrice, and. gave 
it over... Elifha told him if he had fhot more arrows, 
he would have reduced the whole kingdom of Syria ; 
but. fince he had been fatisfied with fhooting three 
times only, he muft content himfelf with three fe- 
Death ana veral victories over them, wherein he fhould recover 
one of fuch parts.of the country as they had taken from 
ens his father. Upon thefewords the king went his way, 
and the prophet departed this life foon after. He was 
a man eminent for his piety, and the integrity of his 
life; for which_he was honoured with fingular in- 
ftances of the Divine favour and regard, as appears 
from the miracles he wrought, which ftand upon 
record in the facred hiftory of the Hebrews to this day. 
Te obtained a magnificent funeral, becoming the 
dignity of his character, as a prophet of the Lord. 
- Soon after the burial of this prophet, it happened 
Adeadman that certain robbers caft a traveller, whom they had 


revives on lain, into Elifha’s tomb. As foon as the body of 

ele or the dead man touched that of Elifha it revived (a). 

tha. ‘hus have we recounted the aéts of Elifha, who 

2 Kings 13: feems to have had a Divine power, not only during 
life, but even after his death. . 

Upon the death of Hazael, king of Syria, the king- 
dom devolved, by right hereditary, to his fon Adad, 
who was overcome ‘by Joafh in three engagements ; 
by which means all that country was recovered to the 
iraelites which-his father Hiazael had taken from 
them, according to’ the prophecy of Elifha. Upon 
the demife of, Joafh his fon fucceeded to the throne. 


CHAP. X. 


Amaziab, king of Fudab, overcomes the Amalekites and 
allies. Apoftatizes, and is defeated by the king. of I- 

_ racl,-to whom be delivers. up Ferufalem. _ Is flain by 
his own people, and is fucceeded by bis fon Uzziah- 


yee fecond year of the reign of Joath over [frael, 
Amaziah came to the government of the tribe ot 
Judah, in the city of Jerufalem. His mother’s name 


a rea ae rr a 


(a) Men of fuch exalted characters as the prophet Elifha had 
monuments of ftone, in the form of our fquare tombs, whercin 
their’bodies were depofited ; and therefore, the men who carried 

_ the dead body here ipoken of, flung it into the tomb of the pro- 
pher, that they might be the more able to provide for their 
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was Jehoadan, a native of the place. When he 
found himtelf fully eftablifhed on the throne, he re- 
venged the death of his father upon the heads of 2 King 
thole who treacheroufly murdered him, under a pre- Amaaiih * 
tence of friendfhip. But, though he brought the ee 
affaffins to public juttice, he fpared their children teas, 
according to the precept of Mofes, which expreffes, : 
“ Thatchildren fhould not be punifhed for theiniquity 
“veh Fear this he felegted an of the 

. After this he feleéted an army out of the tribes. 
Judah and Benjamin, eonipated of, men in oe 
prime; and when they were incorporated, appointed 
officerstocommand them. Healfo fent to the kingof rey 
Tfrael, and hired a great number of auxiliaries, foran anes 
hundred talents of filver, determined upon a warwith % sk 
the Amalekites, the Edomites, and the Gabinites. 7 Arai 

When this combinedarmy was ready for marching ae 

againft them, he receiyed'a vifit froma prophet, 
who, by the Divine direétion, diffuaded him from 
employing the Ifraelites, as they were “become an 


- abandoned generation, and would certainly be de. 


ftroyed, together with thofe who joined them. The 
prophet added, thar, with his own force, and the Di. - 
vine aid, he.might overcome the enemy. The kine 
rather hefitated at compliance with the requifition of 
the prophet, as he had already ‘depofited the money 
for payment of the auxiliaries; but on the prophet 
enjoining him to yield implicit obedience to the Di- 
vine will, he difcharged the auxiliaries with this -far- 
caftic remark, ‘* That-he had beitowed that treafure 
onthem as a bounty, which they had received only - 
as hire.” -On difmiffing the mercenaries, he advan- 
ced with his own poops again{t the combined army 
of. the: enemy, when he overcame, and cutoff, ten 
thoufand of them in one battle, and:carried away ten 
thoufand more to the fummit ofa ftupendous rock, 
where they were all deftroyed by beingthrown down 
the precipice. He then returned home with an im- 
menfe booty. poe 

But, in the mean time, the hired fubjects of the 
king of Irael, thinking themfelves fhamefully and qye ap 
contemptuouily difmiffed, were greatly exafperated binte 
againit Amaziah;. and, to avenge fo heinous a dif- eae 
grace, they plundered all the towns in their way to ee 
Judah, killed no lefs than three thoufand. men, and amity 
carried away a confiderable booty, in order to make ‘os . 
amends forthe plunder they had promifed themfelves 
in going againit the Edomites. Amazish 

Amaziah, elated with this conqueft over the Edo- lars i= 
mites, and claiming too much merit to himfelf, re-"* 
gardlefs of the interpofing hand’ of Divine ‘Provi- 
dence, fell from the worfhip of the true God; for, 
on his return to Jerufalem, he brought with him the 
idols of the Amalekites, to which he paid adoration, 
and offered incenfe. This was fo dilpleafing in the y, pnt | 
fight of heaven, thac a prophet was fent to’ reprove byapri™ 
him for his apoftacy, and vain dependance on thole 
powers which had futfered their votaries to be taken 
captive by the Hebrews, and carried, with the reft 
of the fpoil, like abject flaves, to Jerufalem. The 
king interrupted, the prophet in his difcourfe, re- 
proached him with want of deference to his perfon 
and character, and enjoined him, at his peril, not to 
interfere with matters that did not concern him. The 
prophet told him he would defifi; but affured him 
withal, that_ vengeance would be the certain conle- 
quence of his perievering in idolatry. oa 

The king, however, was fo tranfported with pride 
and vanity upon his late fuccefs, that he determine 
to refent-the indignity offered him by the fubjects 0 
the king of Hrael, whom he had ditmiffed from a 


Gifting him: againft the Amalekites; and who ha 


committed ravages in different parts of his dominions 

on their return home. es : 

_ With this view, he wrote animperious Jetter, com 
tnanding him and his people to pay the fame allegi- puna 
ance to him which they had-formerl! rendered to his oD 
anceftors, Davidand Solomon, in efault of which joa 
he might expect a decifion of the cause by the point 


; sos 


own fafety. That the man fhould be reftored to life by his body 
touching the bones of the prophet, was a very great miracle, an 
moft probable was wrought that the people might be convincee, 
if they imitated the conduct of Elitha, his God would fave am 
deliver them out of the greatelt difficulties. of 


a 







aan haughty behavi 
is hi behaviour 
the fword. Joafh treated his haughty avior 
or difdain, and returned him an aniwer couched in 


a parable ro this effect : 


King Joafh to king Amaziah greeting. 
Then itby “which grew on Mount Libanus, fent to a cedar 
fapwble ¢¢ tree growing on.the fame fpot, faying, give thy 
« daughter in marriage to my jon; whereupon a 
“ wild beaft paffing by, trod. the thiftle to the 
“ ground, Learn hence to lower your ambition, 
“ hor afpire to things above your reach. Be cau- 
* tious, left your pride, on having conquered the 
« Amalekites, fhould lead_you to fuch actions as 
“ may terminate in the lofs of your life and king- 


“© dom.” 


This farcattic reply enragéd-Amaziah to the higheft 
degree, and rendered him more furious and impla- 
cable than before; as if Providence had given him 
up to the influence of his outrageous paffion, in or- 
der to expofe him to the ftroke of Divinejuitice for 
auubh  higimpiety. Thus inflamed, he couk the ficld ; and 
skewar och armies were drawn up in order of battle; but 
, ~=6* no fooner were the troops of Amaziah advanced 
within fight of the enemy, than they were {truck 
with fuch a panic and coniternation, that they gave 
efertel vay on the firft onier, and, confulting their own 
see datecy, fed with the urmoit precipitation, leaving 
ative by their king in the hands of his enemies. Amaziah 
ahs being now at the mercy of Joafh, the latter refuled 
him quarter upon any other terms, than that the ci- 
tizens of Jerufalem fhould fet open their gates, and 
receive him and his viétorious army into the town. 
oe Neceffity forced compliance; fo that Joafh entered 
Bean Jerufalem with his army in a moft triumphant pro-. 
Biatwmph, Ceffion, through a breach of three htindred cubits of 
f avall he had cauled to be broken down, with his pri- 
BRiles the Joner Amaziah marching before him. He proceeded 
geivsod Grft to the palace, and then to the temple, both of 
ee sWwhich he plundered of their richeft valuables ; and 
then difmiffing Amaziah, returned to Samaria. This. 
calamity befe Jernialen in the fourtcenth year of 
the reign of Amaziah, et 
d In confequence of this fatal ftroke of Divine juf 

enfi- tice, the Jeading men of Jerutalem entered into a 
prseist confpiracy againit Amaziah. Llaving received intima- 
pee" tion of their defign, he endeavoured to_ efcape by 
k Aight to Lachifh, a town fituated on the frontiers of 
the country of the Philtftines: but this atcempe 
t... proved fruitlefs; for the confpirators fent ruffians 
p°“™ atter him, who. put him to death. His body was 
carried to Jerufalem, and buried in royal ftate. ‘I‘hus 
fell Amaziah, king of Judah, as a punifhment due to 
his negleét of the ‘worfhip of the true God, and in- 
troduction of abominable idolatry. He lived fifty- 
four years, reigned twenty-nine, and was fucceeded 
onthe throne by his fon Uzziah. 


CHAP. XI. 


TranfeBions of Fonab, the prophet. Death of Feroboam, 
oe "eccaioa of his fon O horiab. Des and con- 
guelts of Uzziab. His delinquency afterwards feverely 
Dpinifoed. Dies with grief, and is fucceeded by his 
fo Jotham. Divers fucceffions to the throne of Ifrael. 
Lixcellent qualities of “fotham, king of Fudab. Pr edic- 
tion of the deftrudlion of Nineved, and the Afprian 
empire, by the prophet Nabuin 


Kingaiv, JEROBOAM, thefon of Joafh, afcended the throne 

of Hrael, and refided in the palace of his ance- 

{tors at Samaria. He was a prince moft diffolute 

and licentious, abandoned to the moft idolatrous 

stm and profligate praétices, by which he brought down 

salons ange innumerable calamities, upon the people of 
rae]. 

It was foretold him by Jonah, the prophet, that he 

fhould overcome the Syrians, and enlarge his domi- 
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(a) Ithas been 2 generally received opinion that this fifh was 
@weale, but that fucn an opinion is erronceus will appear from 
the following obfervation : Firft, we never heard of whales be- 
ing found in the Mediterranean Sza3 and fecondly, the throats 

No. 13. 
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‘ nions as far as the city Fdamath on the north, and the He makes 


“ Tp happened upon a certain time, that a thiflle, . 


intk 


war ay 


lake Alphaltites on the fouth, which were formerly 37° 











rlang 


! 4 Z y 
.the bounds of the land of Canaan, according to the by confulte « 


allotment of Jofhua, their general. Jeroboam, elated ing the 
by chis prediction, made an expedition againft the prophet Jos 
Syrians, tock from them all the above-mentioned ” 
track of land, and annexed it to his own territo- 
ries. 

As I promifed, at my entrance upon this werk, to 
Sive a faithful and impartial hiltory of out naticn, 
f deem it neceffary, in this place, to recount the ac- 
tions of this prophet, as I find them reprefented in 
the jacred records. . 

jonah had received a Divine commiffion to go to 
Nineveh, and denounce the deftruction of that great Winery of 
city, becauie of the many enormous crimes of its in- Saar 
habitants: but jonah, initead of obeying the Di- ten” 
vine command, in order to avoid the danger to which Jonah 


" a3 4 : a = aifoheys 
fuch a denunciation might expole him, directed his Ho Seine 


. courfe another way, and intending to retire to’ Tar- comma. 


fhith, a town in Cilicia, embarked oa board a vefiel 


_at Joppa. In the courle of their paffzge there arote 
- a violent tempeft, which fo alarmed the mariners, 
‘that, after labouring fome time in oppofition’to the 


winds, they found thenvfelves in the mott imminent 
danger of being fhipwrecked. It was obferved thar, 
during the time. of. their labour, and even that of . 
their prayers, Jonah was the only man that did not 
exert himfelf upon fo preffing an occafion, but, lay 
in the hold totally inactive and ufelels. Thé matter 
finding that the violence of the ftorm increafed to 
fuch a degree as to fruftrate all their endeavours, fuf- 


. pected that fo unufual a tempeft was occafioned by 
‘the extraordinary crimes of fome perfon on board 


the vefi¢l: it was, therefore, generally agreed amongtt 
the crew and pafiengers, that they fhould cafts lots, 
to know who was the man. 

This was accordingly done, and the lot fell upon 
Jonah. In confequence of this the mariners en- 
quired who he was, and what he had done, to brin 
on himlelf, and them, fo great a calamity. Jonah 
frankly acknowledged that he was an Hebrew, and 
not only an Hebrew, but.a prophet to the great 
God: but that as he, by difobeying the Divine com- 
mand, had brought on the'prefent calamity, he 
wifhed them,to throw him overboard, as the only 
means of abating the ftorm, and faving themfelves 


and the veffel. 


The mariners being much furprized at the free 
and unconcerned conteffion of Jonah, by which he 
doomed himlelf to death, hefitated fome time, and 
endeavoured, by rowing hard, and exerting their ut- 
moft might, to reach the land, in hopes of faving his 
life; but finding that all their efforts were in vain, 
that the waves itill ran higher and higher, and that 
the veffel was on the very point of finking, they 
were at length prevailed on, through the injunétion jo,an io 
of the prophet, and the iimminent danger in which tattinto 
they ftood, to throw him overboard. the fea, 
Wo fooner was Jonah thrown into the fea than the 
tempeit abated. It is related the Jonah was {wal- 


. lowed up by a large fifh (a), and, after three days, 


and as many nights, caft_ up again, living and found, 

upon the fhore of the Euxine Sea. ‘From thence, 

having implored_and obtained pardon for his difo- 
bedience of the Divine command, he proceeded im- 
mediately to the city of Nineveh, according to his Goes toNi- 
commiffion, and ftanding on an elevated place, revel, and 
where he might beft be heard, foretold them, ** That the Divine 
the empire of Afia was nearly at an end ;” and having committioa. 
uttered this prophetic declaration, he took his de- 
parture. This is recounted concerning the prophet 

jonah in the facred writings: but we return to our 

main hiitory. : 

Jeroboam, after a profpcrous reign of forty years, 
departed this life, was buried in Samaria, and fuc- Herel 
ceeded by his fon Zachariah ; as was Amaziah by 2 kingsxiv. 
his fon Uzziah, who began to reign over the two 
tribes in Jerutalem in the fourteenth year of the 





of the largeft whales are not wide enovgh to fwa:low a man. 
It wasa Jarge fith, of which there are many in thofe feas, but 
the particular fpecies cannot be pointed out. 
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* #Chron. 26 
Uzziah 
wages war 
againit the 
Philittines, 
whoin he 
avercomes. 


Uaziah ex- 
tends his 
conquelts, 
and lays his 
vanquifhed 
focs under 
contribu- 


. tion, 


Attends to 
the repaits, 
fortifica- 
tions, im- 
provements, 
andconve. « 
niencies of 
jerufalem, 


Promotes 
agriculture. 


is mili. 
tary force, 


Urziah bee 
comes cla- 

ted by prof- 
perity. 


the golden altar. 


Ufurps the 
affice of 
high-pricft. 


‘Ts (mitten 
with leprofy, 


' guard of a {trong garrifon. 
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teign of Jeroboam. His mother’s name was Achi, 
and the was a native of Jerufalem. | : 

Uzziah was a prince pious, active, valiant, and 
courteous. He made’an expedition againit his ene- 
mies the Philittines, overthrew them in battle, took 
the cities of Gath and Jamina by affaulr, and demo- 
lifhed their walls. His nexe expedition was againit 
the Arabians on the borders of Egypt. Ele builta 
town upon the Red Sea, and committed it to the 
He afterwards fubdued 
the Ammonites, who were fo alarmed at the rapidity 
and extent of his conquetts, that they, as well as 
others, became his tributaries. _ . 

Having thus reduced his enemies to fubmiffion, he 
next difedled his attention to Jerulalem, the capital 
of his dominions. He rebuilt the ruined walls, and 
repaired that breach which had been made by Joafh, 
king of Tfrael, when he entered the city with his 
army in triumph, after making Amaziah his’ pri- 
foner, He erected alfo feveral towers of 150 cubits 
in height ; and built caftles and _itrong forts for the 
protection of the country. He alfo conftructed 
aqueduéts; cifterns, and bafons, for the convenience 
ot his cattle, of which he had immenfe numbers, the 
lands about him being pafturage. As he wasa great 
lover of hufbandry, he employed prodigious numbers 
of ploughmen and planters on the plains, as alfo vine- 
dreffers on the mountains, by which.he obtained con- 
fiderable poffeffions. eee, a 

But the chief glory of his country lay in his mili- 
tary force, which confifted of 370,000 felect, men, un- 
der the command of 2000 brave and experienced offi- 
cers, who had been trained. up in the _moft perfect 
knowledge of martial difcipline. .They were all 
furnifhed with fwords, bucklers, fpears, bows, flings, 
and other implements of war, and rendered expert 
by conftanc practice in their refpecétive exercifes. He 
ileewile conftruéted machines (2) and engines for 
battering, and cafting of ftones and darts, with hooks, 
and other offenfive weapons. : 

But at length the mind of Uzziah was fo elated 
with the fuccefs of his military operations, dnd the 


glory he had acquired by his attention to national 


concerns, that he grew, as it were, intoxicated with 
the idea of his power and greatnefs, and forgetting 
himfelf, peplesre’ the more important duties of his 
worthip to God, following: herein the example of his 


father, who could not enjoy a courfe of profperity - 


with due moderation. - 

Onacertain day, that was fixed for a folemn fefti- 
val, the king, having affumed the facerdotal habirc, 
went into-the holy temple to offer incenfe upon 
Intimation of this being given 
to Azariah, the high-prieft, he, accompanied by a 
train of eighty prieits, immediately repaired to the 
temple, and proteited againft fuch an affumption of 
the fucerdoral righes, which had ever been the pecu~ 
liar privilege of the priefts of the houfe of Aaron, 
Azariah enjoined him to defift from fuch prophana- 
tion, nor continue to incur the Divine difpleature by 
a conduct repugnant to the Divine will. 

-This remonftrance had not the leaft effe€t upon the 
king, who, inftead of paying any attention to it, fell 
into a violent paMfion, treated the high-prieft with 
the greatett indignity, and commanded him and his 
attendants to depart upon peril of their lives. This 
menace was followed by a terrible earthquake; and 
the roof of the temple opening with the fhocks of it, 
there paffed a beam of the fun through the cleft, that 
ftruck upon the face of this facrilegious and impious 
prince, who, at that very moment, became a leper. 

This awful judgement was accompanied with atre- 





(a) This is the firft time we read of any machine either for 
befieging or defending towns, which is plainly the reafon.why 
fieges were of fo long a continuance before thefe were invented. 
Ivis faidof Uzziah, that, ** He made, in Jerufalem, engines, 
‘© invented by cunning men, to be on tte towers, and upon 
‘s the bulwarks,'to fhoot arrows and great ftones 3”? fo that it 
mutt certiinly bea miltake to attribute the invention of the 
ballifiz, the feorpio, or the onagar, to the Greeks or Romans, 
becaufe we find them made ufe of in the ealtlong before the 
Greeks had brought the military art to any great perfection. 
Uaziah was certainly the firft inventor of thems and therefore 
itis faid, that, forthefe and other warlike preparations, Sis name 
was [pread abroad. From this time they hegan to be employed 


OF THE 


| feated- and overthrew Shallum, and putting-him to Maa. 


- vage barbarians. In fhort, his reign was one fcene of 


_ of abartle, he came to-a timely agreement with him, ty! 


‘both in attacking and defending towns ; and therefore we find 


JEws 5 Boox, ty 


mendous effect. There was a place, ata fmall di- 
itance to the weftward trom the town called Eroge, 4 ie. 
where, by the dame earthquake, one half of the cuan 
mountain was torn from the other, and after it had “ 
rolled over and over, itopped at the eail fide of an 
oppofire mountain, having choaked up the high-way. 

and covered the king’s gardens with rubbifh. ° 

When the priefts found that the king was infeed 
with leprofy, and that he had been {mitten as a Divine 
judgement, they admonifhed him: to depart the city; 
as an unclean perfon, and unfit for common fociery. 
The difgrace of being infeétec wich fo naufeous 4 
difeafe humbled his pride fo far, thac he took the 
admonition of the priefts, and having lived fome Desth « 
time in private out of the.city, (Jotham, his fon, vs; 
taking upon him the adminiftration of government), «isa 
his grief at length brought him tothe grave, in the a 
fixty-eighth year of his age, and fitty-lecond of his 
reign. Ashe was a leper, his body was ‘not interred 
in the royal fepulchre, butin the fame field, ina monux 
ment by icfelf. 

Zachariah, (2), king of Ifrael, and fonof Jeroboam, , kK 
was murdered in the feventh month of his reign, by zac’ 
Shallum, the fon of Jabefh, who ulurped the'throne, istked 
Shallum’s government was much fhorter than that of "12! 
his predeceffors, for he furvived his ufurpation but they 
thirty days. At the time of his murdering Zacha: = 
riah, Menahem had the command of an army -at 
Tirzah, who, upon the news of ‘what had befallen Shlluaa 
Zachariah, marched with his troops to Samaria, de. ju" 









the fword, was, not only with the approbation of the 
army, but likewife the heads of the people; raifed to 
the regal dignity. ; 

Menahem, having thus fecured poffeffion of the 
government, returned with: his army to Tirzah, in 
order to renew the fiege he had- before undertaken, 
and reduce the inhabitants to fubjeCtion. But the 
citizens fhut the gates again{t him, and refufed him 
admiiffion ,; at which he was fo énraged againft them, 
as revolters, that, after making himlelf matter of the 
place, he pur all to the fword without diftintion 
either of age or fex; indeed, he exercifed that mer~ jrstecd 
cileis cruelty upon his own countrymen, which would buts. 
have been unpardonable even towards the moit fa- 
















murder, rapine, fuperftition, and idolatry. 
When his affairs were in a moft diftracted fitua- 

tion, he was threatened with an invafion by Pul, tet 

king of Affyria; but not daring to ftand. the hazard Shines 


for the compofition of a thoufand filver talents, which 
he raifed upon the people, at fifty fhekels a head.- He 
died foon after, anc was buried at Samaria, leaving 
his fon Pekahiah to'fucceed him; who inherited not Mite}, 
only the crown, but thé ill qualities of his father. jy 
The reign of Pekahiah, however, was but fhort; for, hist, + 
after he had been upon the throne about two years; bate 
Pekah, thegeneral of his army, confpired againft him, uy 
and having cut him off; with feveral of his friends 
about him, feized upon the government, which hehel 
about twenty years, during which he was as notorious 
for his impiety towards God, as his tyranny and injuf- 
tice towards men. In the courfe of his reign Tiglath- 
Pilefer, king of Affyria, invaded the Ifraelites, and, Tilie 
after fubduing the land of Gilead, the country beyond irr 
Jordan, and that part of Galilee that is adjacent, 48 yey 
alfo Cydidaand Afora, took the inhabitants prifoners, kinsdl* 
and carried them away intohisown country. (°° 
Jotham, the fon of Uzziah, reigned in Jerufalem .che¥ 
over the tribe of Judah. His mother was a native! - 
that city, and her name Jerufha. He was a pious and yinvss 


priest. 
er 





the prophet Ezekiel, in deferibing the. future fieges of Jerufalem 
and Tyre, makes mention of battering rams and engines 0° 
war, which, in all probability, were what later ages called us 
ballifte and catapulte, : ‘. tat 
(4) Zachariah was the fourth king from Jehu, and the hi 
of his race ; in whom was fulfilled that gracious promife 19 
was pleafed to make to Jehu, as a reward for his courage 2" 
zeal in executing the judgement which God had comman ‘ 
him te do on the houle of Ahab, viz. that hé and his family 
fhould fit on the throne of Ifrael unto the fourth gencratio?s 
which was about 100 years, the lait of the family being + 
king Zachariah, the fon of Jeroboam II. Mate 2" 
svirruous 
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virtuous prince, exemplary. for the veneration of thé 


Deity, his juitice to mankind, and his concern for- 


His care was to preferve decorum 


ne ublic weal. E J 
na a things, and rectify whatever was found to be 
Edny. amifs. Fie repaired the decayed porches and galle- 

ries of the temple, as well as the walls of the city, 
where they were falling to ruin, and built towers, 
large and almoit impregnable. Hie alfo made an ex- 
pedition again{t the Ammonites, whom he overcame, 
und laid under the contributien of an hundred ta- 
ee lents annually, thirey thoufand meatures of wheat, 
ercon- andas many of barley. Indeed he fo advanced the 
veut. kingdom, that his people were happy at home, and 


a terror to their foreign enemies. 

In the reign of this prince there appeared a pro- 
phet, whofe name was Nahum. He foretold the de- 
itruction of Nineveh, and the deftruction ofthe A ffy- 
i lowing purport: 
ineveh fhall be like that ofa 
“ fifh in a violent agitation of water betore a great 
“wind. ‘The people thall fly away before the {form 
*‘in trouble and confufion, faying to each other, 
Take with you your gold and filver; butnone fhall 
“regard it, for their lives fhall be dearer to them 
Factions and divifions fhall 
** prevail amongft them, and there fhall be weeping, 
** wailing, with trembling knees, and pad _counte- 
*“nances. Nineveh, (faith the Lord > I will ftrike 
** thee from the face of the earth, and put an end to 
* the outrages of the wild beafts that thou hait fent 
“* into the world!?? : 

This prophet foretold many other particulars, 
which it is nor deemed neceffary to repeat, as they 
may appear tedious to the reader; I fhall therefore 
only add, that this prophecy was fulfilled an hun- 
dred and fifteen years after it was delivered, 


CHAP. XIIL 
Upon the death of Fotham, Abaz: fucceeds to the overit- 
Crit Boel 2d Pekab make war upon be. Pe- 
hab overthrows Abaz. 


N the demife of Jotham, who paid the debr of 
nature in the forty-firft year of his age, and Lix- 


;, teenth of hisreign, Ahaz, by right hereditary, {uc- 


. ceeded to the throne. He was a very wicked prince, 
and, inftead of following the maxims of his father, 
gave himfelf up to idolatry, in imitation of the kings 
of Ifrael. He built alears in Jerufalem, facrificed 
to falfe gods upon them, and offered his own jon asa 
burnt-offering, after the manner of the Canaanites. 
While Ahaz was following thefe impious purfuits, 
Rezin, the king of Damafeus, and Pekah, theking of 


site 9 ‘ : 
having joined in ‘a league, marched in con- 


junction up to Jerufalem, and preffing hard, lay be- 


fore it a confidérable time; but the place was fo well 
fortified and defended, that they made but a flow 
Frogrefs, and afterwards found it expedient to.raife 
- the fiege. : seal oe 
In themeantime the king of Syria poffeffed himfelf 
of Elath, near the Red Sea, put all the inhabitants to 
the fword, and introduced in their places a colony of 
yrians. He afterwards took poffeffion of feveral caf. 
tles and {trong holds, harrafied theLlebrews verymuch 
and returned with an immenfe booty to Damaicus. 
When the king of Jerufalem had intelligence of 
the departure of the Syrians, and apprehended himfelf 
a match for the king of Ifracl, he advanced with his 
army againft him; but having, by his crimes, incur- 
red the Divine difpleafure, the enemy gained the vic- 
tory, and flew an hundred and twenty thoufand of his 
men. In this action Zachariah, the general of the If 
raelites, killed Amia, ‘the fon of Ahaz, in a pertonal 
encounter. ‘Seven principal officers tell upon the 
“me occafion, Elkanah, the general of the troops 
of Judah, was taken prifoner; and the Ifraelites re- 
turned in triumph to Samaria, graced by a long pro- 
ceffion of captives of both fexes, and laden with the 
richelt fpoils of the enemy. | : 
There was at this time in Samaria a prophet, 
named Obed, who went out of the town to meet the 


. army on their return, accompanied by a great num- 


er ofthe principal inhabitants. As foon as they ap- 

Proached, the prophet, in exprefs terms, ‘ftated to 

the conquerors, that they were by no means to impute 

the lare victory co their own virtue or valour, but 
. 












































‘confider it as a judgement from heaven upon kitig- 
-Ahaz. He told them they might reft fatised with 
their conqueft and fpoils, without making flaves of 
‘their own kindred of the two tribes, and enjoined ° 
them to fet them at liberty, and fend them heme; 
without offering any indignity to their perfons, upon 
the peril of falling under the Divine wrath. 

pon .this remonilrance and admonition of the 
Prophet, theIifraelites called a council to deliberate 
on their future proceedings. hepoint in queftion 
being full ftated, one Berachiah, a man ot rankin 
the alfembly, arofe, and puta negative againit bring- 
nS any of the prifoners into the town, left they 
thould themfelves thereby incur the vengeance of the 
Almighty. Efe reprefented, that theit own tran{= 
Sreffions had already cccafioned the fevereit denun- 
ciations of the prophet, and that therefore it would 
be highly blameable in them to add to their number 
or enormity. Che opinion of Berachiah was fup- 
ported by other leading men in the afiembly, fo thar 
the officers of the army, prevailed on by the force of 
the arguments alledged, gave the prifoners their ‘the prife. 
freedom. They were alfo turnifhed with neceffary neesiate cule 
provifions, and efcorted as far as Jericho, on their S""8*"* 
return home, bya detached party, which afterwards 


A council 
called, 


returned to Samaria. 


CHAP. XII. 


Abaz forms an alliance with the king of Afpria. Lays 
Syria wafte, aud puts the king to the fisord. Death 
of Abaz. Succeffion of Hezekiah, who reftores the 
true religion, and vanquifbes the Philiftines,; 

HE fituation of Ahaz was now fo _defperate, - 

that, being unable to fend a proper force to re- 
pel the incurfions of his enemies, he difpatched an 
embaffy to Tiglath-Pilefer, king of Affyria, with 
magnificent preients, to folicit hisalliance againft the 
kings of Hirael, and of Syriaand Damafcus, : 

The Affyrian monarch was fo captivated with the 
bribe, that he readily engaged in the intereft of Ahaz, 
and marching with a powerful army again Rezin, 
king of Syria, few him in battle, befiezed and took 
Damafeus, and Jaid wafte the whole country. He 
traniplanted the inhabitants of Damatcus to the Up- 
per Media, and fent colonies from his own country 
to people Damafcus. He then depopulated a grear 
Part of the land of the Ifraelites, and carried away a 
great number of prifoners. ; 

After the redu€tion of Syria by means of thealliance Vaan the 
with Tiglath-Pilefer, king of A ria, Ahaz, to fewvice of 
Sratify him tor his fervices, took all the Sold and ‘igiath. 
filver outof the royal treafury and the temple, with Pilefer. 
other invaluable articles, and carried them with him 
toDamafcus, where he delivered them up to his ally, 
with acknowledgment of his valiant conduét, and 
then returned to Jerufalem. ; 

Such was the pufillanimity and abfurdity of the Joins in the 
king of Judah, that notwithftanding the mortal en- idolatry of 
mity which fubfifted between his fubjects and thofe the Syrians, 
of Syria, he abjeétly condefcended to worfhip their 
gods, and join in their idolatrous ceremonies; vainly 

erfuading himfelf that they would be propitious to 
is arms, becaufe he had manifefted an unhallowed 

zeal for a falfe religion. When it Spears to him 

neceffary, he would pay homage to the gods of the 

Affyrians; nay, hefeemedto prefer every kind of ido- 

latry to the adoration of the true God, ‘and the laws 

and religion of his anceftors. He contemned the ho. 

nour and fervice of the Almighty to fuch a degree, 

that, having rifled the temple of all its veffels and or- Shuts up the 

naments, he commanded the very doors to be fhur, fame 

in open defiance of all that was facred; and, 


An alliance 
between 
Ahaz and 
the king of 
AMT) ria, 


Ahaz res 


j IN & the Divine 
word, fuppreffed the Divine worfhip throughout his werhip. 
dominions. . ees 

While Ahaz was thus carrying on his horrid im- oe 

ieties, the stint _was piece to {top his career, . 

y fuddenly cutting him off in the very prime of his 
life, being only thirty-fix years ofage, and in thefix- 
teenth of his reign. His fon Hezekiah tucceeded 
him on the throne of Judah. 

About this time Pekah, king of Ifrael, loft both stores flays 
his government and his life, through the treachery Pehah, and 
of a court confidant named Hofea, who enjoyed Wures ue 
the fruics of an impious ufurpation for the {pace of dese. 
1 nine years. He was achara¢ier profligate and ee 

oned 
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Vanquithed 
and laid un- 
der contri- 
bution by 
the king of 
Allyria. 
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Hezckiah 
fets about a 
reform of 
worthip, 


His addrefs, 


Fle endea- 
vous to ree 
claim thelf- 
rachites 
from ido- 
Matry, 


The Uracl- 
ites deride 
the metlen- 
gers. 


Some are 
brought over 
to the truce 
worthip, 


{le goes to 
the winple 
to worlhip. 


Extraordi- 
nary Ubera- 
Vits vad do- 
nations of 
the king. 
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doned to the higheft degree, a contemner of God, 
and an enemy tojuitice. Ac length Salmanezer, king 
of Affyria, led an army againit him; and that Al- 
mighty aid which he had rejeéted and defpifed, being 
juitly withheld, he was ecafily overcome, and forced 
to fubmit to the terms impofed by the conqueror, 
who laid him under contribution. 

Jn the fourth year of thé reign of Hofea, Heze- 
kinh alcended the throne of Judah. He was a prince 
of diftinguifhed abilities, and revered for his ftrict 
adherence to piety and juftice. No fooner had he 
got poffeflion of the kingdom, than he began with a 
Jaudable zeal to fet about an entire reformation in 
matters of religion. To this end he fummoned:an 
affembly of the priefts and Levites, whom he ad- 
drefied as follows: 

“Yt is unneceffary for me to remind you of the 
“¢ misfortunes confequent on my father’s fins,in your 
“ refufing the worfhip due to God, and uniting with 
*¢ him in the adoration of idols. But as experience 
“has now taught you how dreadful a thing it is to 
“ trifle with heaven, I recommend that.all paft fail- 
“¢ ings may be buried in oblivion, that you cleanfe 
* yourlelves from former pollutions, and that you 
“ purity the temple by facrifices and confecrations; 
“in doing of which alone, you may hope for future 
“ profperity, as well as pardon for the fins you have 
“ committed.” 

The pricits were fo affected by theking’s. fpeechon 
this important occafion, that they inftantly followed 
the inftru€tions it contained, by opening the temple, 
cleanfing it from ail impurities, preparing the vet- 
fuels, and laying their facrifices on the altar, accord- 
ing to the form and manner prefcribed by the Mofaic 
inititution. 

Hezekiah then fent meffengers throughout all his 
dominions, to fummon the people up to Jerulalem, 
to celebrate the feaft of unleavened bread, which 
had_been long Intermitted through the impious ne- 
gleét of formerkings. He alfo exhortedand invited 
the Ifraclites to relinquifh their idolatrous fuperfti- 
tions, and return to the true religion, and the wor- 
fhip of the true God, promifing them, upon thofe 
conditions, liberty to pais and repafs, and ‘celebrate 
the fellival in common with his own people. He 
obferved, that he was not actuated by a principle of 
fely interelt in giving.them this invitation, but a de- 
fire to promote their real profperity, as they would 
moft certainly find, if they would be guided by his 
counfel. 

But.the Ifraelites treated the invitation with fcorn, 
and held the meffengers in derifion: nay, they in- 
fulted the prophets for their goodoffices in admonifh- 
ing them to return to their duty, and forecelling the 
calamities that would befal them without a timely 
humiliation and repentance. They not only neglect- 
ed this falucary counfel, but gratified their bigotry 
and refentment at the expence of the lives of fome 
of the prophets. They proceeded, indzed, from one 
enormity to another, tii the Almighty, in his vin- 
dictive wrath, avenged himfelf on them for their im- 
picties, by delivering them up to the oppreffion and 
tyranny of their enemies, as will appear from the te- 
quel of their hitlory. Many, however, of the tribes 
of Menafleh, Zebulun, and Iffachar, were duly im- 
prefled with the promonition of the prophets, and 
cordially reforted to Jerufalem, at the invitation of 
Hezekiah, to worfhip the true God according to the 
form of his own appointment. 

As joon as Hezekiah was informed that the necef- 
fary preparations were made in the temple for. the 
worfhipping of God, he repaired thither early the 
next morning, attended by the princes, and a great 
concourle of the people, and facrificed for himfelt, 
feven bulls, feven rams, and as many goats. Having 
Jaid his hands on the victims, the prieits performed 
the duties of their function, while the Levites fkand- 
invyeround, chanted Divine hymns, and accompanied 
the vocal with inltrumental mufic, as David had 
compoled and fet them of old. 

When chis ceremony was over, the king and the 
people catt themfelves proftrate, and paid adoration 
tothe One Supreme. He afterwards facrificed fe- 
venty bullocks, an hundred rams, and two hundred 
lambs ; befides ix hundred bullocks and three thou- 
jand other cattle, which he beftowed asa bounty for 


_ his attention to politics, by endeavouring to recover 
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the entertainment ofthe people.- When the folemni. 

ties were duly obterved, and the ceremonies regularly 
paffed, according to preciie form and order, the king 
joined in the general teftivity, and univerfal joy pre- 
vailed throughout Jerufalem. 

The feait of unleavened bread was now approach. 
ing, and during the time of. the preparation, they 
offered up a courfe of other facrifices for feven days 
fucceflively. The king dgain beftowed upon the 
people as a bounty, two thoufand bulls, and feven 
thoufand other cattle. The princeés likewile follow. : 
ing the example’ of his liberality, added a thouiand 
bulls, and ene thoufand four hundred other beatts, ti 
infomuch that ic might be deemed one of the greareit 
feftivals that had been folemnized from the days of 
king Solomon. 

Ajter the celebration of this feftival, the king’s 
next care was to purge the whole country, having 
firft purified Jerutalem itielf from the abominations Hei 
of idolatry. “He then appointed daily facrifices, ac. o 
cording to the law, to be fupplied out of his own rm 
ftores, and enjoined the people to prefent the prietts ™s 
and Levites with the tenths and firtt fruits, that the 
ordinary concerns of life might not divert them from 
a due attendance on the offices of their facred func- 
tion. Efe alfo caufed granaries and ftore-houfes to 
be built, for the common ufe and fervice of them- 
felves, wives, andchildren, to be diftributed in pro- 
portion to their fhares; fo that, by thefe means, the 
ancient difcipline was reftored. : 

_ Hezekiah having thus effected an entire reforma- 
tion in matters of religion, and eftablifhed the worthip 
of the true God throughout his dominions, directed 








a. 


thofe places which had been taken by the Philiftines 
during the reign of his father. To this end he made 

war upon them, and over-ran their country from yates ss 
Gath to Gaza, which heannexed tohis ownterritories, ¥» 
In the mean time the king of Affyria fenta meflage to ()is"! 
Hezekiah, to demand the tribute which his tather ~ 
Ahaz had agreed to pay annually to the kings of Af. 
fyria, with a menace, in cafe of refufal, to lay wafte 

his country. But Hezekiah, relying on the Divine 
protection, confcious of his own integrity, and con- 
fident of the fulfilment of the prediétion of the pro- Difie! 
phet Ifaiah, was by no means intimidated by the me- i 
naces of the Affyrian. This fhall fuffice for the.pre- of aii 
fent concerning the tranfactions of king Hezekiah. 


CHAP XIV. 


Salnanexer takes Samaria. Lays wafte the kingdom of 
Lfvacl. Tranfplants the ten tribes, and forms a coloity 
of Chuthites in their country. ; 


V HEN intelligence was given to Salmanezer, ables 
king of Affyria, that the king of ffrael haden- jgiai> 
tered intoa fecret treaty of alliance with So, the king tacket 
of Egypt, he was greatly exafperated, and advan- thew 
ced with his army again{t Samaria: al 










This city was ° 
befieged by him in the feventh year of the reignof oy 
Holea: it fuftained anattack tillthe third year, when Tin, 
it was taken by affault, in the ninth year of the pre- 
fent king, and feventh of the reign of Hezekiah, king 1,104 
of Jeruialem. - afizlt 

The lofs of Samaria_was attended with thetotal 
deftruétion of the kingdom of Ifracl; for the people cit 
were alltranfplanted into Media and Perfia; and their ined 
king, Hofea, was carriedoff with them. The king‘of ttn. ° 
Affyria brought others from thence in exchange, as 
far as Chuthah, a river of Perfia, to plant in Samaria, ,. 
and up and down thecountry of the Ifraelites. tribe 4 

This was the miferable end of the Ifraelites, who pan 
impioufly, as well as obftinately, perfifted in their 
tranfgreffions of the Divine command; nor would 
they attend to the voice and admonition of the pro- 
phets, though they. were told by them, that inevitable 
deitruction would-be the contequence of their cont 
nuance in difobedience of the Divine commands. 
Thele calamities took their origin {rom the feditious 
revolt of the Hraelites from Rehoboam, and advan- 
cing tothe regal dignity Jeroboam, who, in contempt . 
of the Jaws and religion of their foretathers, drew 
the indignation of heaven upon them, by leading 
them into the praétice of the moit execrable abom- 
nations: bur that moniter of iniquity did not elcape 
unpunifhed, : 

The 
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The king of Affyria extended his ravages, .and 


carried all before him, throughout Syria and Pheeni-° 


cia. His name is recorded in the hiftory of the Ty- 
rians; for, in the reign of Elulzus, (as Menander has 


ic in his Annals, that were tranflated from the Tyrian- 


into the Greek language), Kbemadewarupon Tyre (a). 
Menander writes to this purport: * This king Elu- 
“ Jous reigned thirty-fix years ; and, upon a revolt of 
« the Gitreeans, fent a fleet thither, which reduced 
* themto,obedience. The king of Affyria alfo fent 
«an army againit them, and invaded the whole 
“ country of Phoenicia. A dhore time after this ex- 
“ pedition the cities of (2) Sidon, Arce, with many 
* others, revolted from the Tyrian tothe Affyrian 
“ monarch. When the Tyrians would notfubmit, the 
“ Jacter renewed the attack upon them with a fleet 
“¢ of fixty fail, and eight hundred rowers, under the 
* -conduet of the Phoenicians. This feet the Tyri- 
“¢ ans encountered with only twelve veffels, difperfed 
“ the enemies fhips,' and took five hundred prifo- 
“ ners. The naval reputation of the Tyrians was 
« enhanced by this exploit. But the king of Affyria 
* rerurned, and placed guards at che river and aque- 
« duéts, to prevent the Tyrians from drawing wa~- 
“ ther, The Tyrians laboured under this inconveni- 
“ence, and were obliged to dig pits to procure a 
“ fupply for their relief.” ¢ 





(a) Tyre, or Tyrus, as it was ancienily called, was ficuated 
uponayock, which its name implics. It is fuppofed to have 
beea firtt built hy a colony of Sidonians, from whence the pro- 
her Ifniah calls ic *€ The daughter of Zidon ;” Maiah xxiii. 12. 
Jewasa place of fuch great trade and wealth, that, according 
tothe fame prophet, '* Her merchants were princes, and her 
trafiickers the honourable of the earth.” Tyre had two good 
havens, one towards Sidon, and the other towards Egypt, and 
was divided into three cities, viz, Palw-Tyre, that is, ‘Tyre on 
the Continent, or Old ‘Tyre; Tyre on the Ifland; and Tyre 
on the Peninfula. The houles in the city were lofty, and the 
buildings in general magnificent, particularly the fuperb temple 
ere€ted by its king Hiram, and ‘dedicated to Jupiter, Hercules, 
and Altarte, the walls of which were 150 fect high, proportion- 
ably broad, firmly built of huge blocks ef ftene, and cemented 
together with a ftrong white mortar. 

‘Tyre was taken and deftroyed .by Nebuchadnezzar, and after 
him by Alexander the Great. ‘The latter, however, rebuilt ic ; 
and in time it recovered its beauty and opulence, and was in- 
vetled with the privileges of a. Roman city. After undergoing 
various revolutions in fucccesing times, it was finally reduced 
by the Turks, in whefe hands it has continued ever fince. Its 
prefeatinhabitants are only a few poor wretches, who dwell in 
caverns, and (ubfilt by fifhing: fuch is the completion of Eze- 
kiel’s prophecies concerning it, of which we fhall tran{cribe the 
words: ‘* Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I am againit thee, 
 OTyrus, and willcaufe many nations to come up againft thee, 
‘* asthe fea caufeth his waves to come up, and they fhall deftroy 
“« the walls of ‘'yrus, and break down her towers. I will alfo 
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‘a fine harbour, 
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The Chuthites, who removed into Samaria from 4 Ovigin of 
country of Perfia; called Chutah, compofed five na- Hs Cl 
tions, each of whom brought their refpective country "*** 
gods along with them. ‘Lhefe idolaters fo incenled 
the Almighty, that they were vifited with a dreadful 
plague, infomuch that the greater. part of them Were A raging 


“iwept trom the face of the earth; and finding no refilence. 


relief from any human means, they were directed by 

the oracle to have recourfe to the worlhip of the One 
Supreme God, as the only means of averting their 
calamity. Upon this they fene meffengers to_the 

king of Affyria, requefting him to fend fome of the ° 
pricits who were carried away captive with the If- 

saelites. This being granted, and the priefts ar- 

rived, they had the law of Mofes read, with an ex- The Chu- 
planation of the fame, fo far as it related to the theory -truded-in 
and practiceof religion, infomuch thar, through their the true re- 
attention, the peftilence cealed. piers 

- The people of that country ftill retain the name of 
Chuthires among the Hebrews ; but by the Greeks: 
they are called Samarians. They are fickle in their 
notions, and in their conducts time-ferving. When 
the Hebrews are in profperity, they claim kindred ; 
whenin adverfity, they difclaim all conneétions. But 
this will appear hereafter with greater propriety in 
another place. 





‘© ferape her dult from her, and make her like the top of a rock s 
‘¢ it fhall be a place for the {prcading of nets in the midit of the 
“« fea; for I have fpoken it, faith the Lord, and it fhall become 
‘© a fpoil to the nations.” Ezek. chap. xxxi. 3, 4, 5. It is 
worthy of remark, that the ‘Tyrians were particularly ceiebrated 
for dying purple, which was firft found oat by them from an’ 
accident, viz. a dog’s lips being finely tinged by eating of the 
fifth called conchilis, ‘his fifhis a buccinum, a name given by 
the ancients toall fifhes whofe fhells bear any refemblancé to an 
hunting horn ; and it appears from Pliny that the famed Tyrian 
purple was obtained from it. ‘he dye was fo much valued in 
the time of the Roman emperors, on account of its being the 
imperial colour, that one pound of it coft above a thoufand Ro- 
man denarii, or above thirty pounds ae 

(4) Sidon, or Zidon, was tounded by Sidon, the eldeft fon of 
Canaan. Jofhua calls it, by way of eminence, rbe Great Sidon. 
Joth. xi. 8. From whence it has been afferted by fome, that in 
his time there were two Sidons, namely, a Greater and Leffer ; 
but no geographer has made mention of any other Sidon diftin- 
guifhed from Sidon the Great., Jofhua afligned Sidon to the 
tribe of Afher, but this tribe could never get poffeffion of ir. It 
is fituated upon the Mediterranean, in a fertile country, and has 
It has always been famous for its great trade 
and navigation. There are extant fome remains of Sidon, wherc- 
on are feen ancient Phoenician charaéters, the fame as the He- 
brew charaéters, and which were ufed by the Jews beford the 
captivity of Babylon. ‘The principal deities of the Sidonians 
were Baal and Aftarte, orthe fon and moon, They likewife wor- 
fhipped Hercules. 


End of the Nintu Boox. 
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“CHAP. LIL 


Sennacherib’s ex 
his - oath, 
Lfauiab. 


N the fourteenth year of the rcign of Hezekiah, . 


2Kings xviii | kingof Judah, Sennacherib, theking of Affyria 
+ Sennacherib | 5 oa ™ Dg aris 2 : 2 
wages War. made an expedition again{ft him, with 4 nume- 
with Heze- rous and well difciplined army, ‘and having ta- 
Kish, and "ken feveral of the fenced cities of Judah by affault, 
1 Je. Was now advancing towards Jerufalem. Hezekiah, 
deeming it moft expedient to compound the matter; 


befiege Je- 
‘rufalem. 
fent anembaffy tothe king of Affyria, with an offer 


Bromifes to a ° . 
‘celine hot Of fubmiffion, and paying him tribute. 


etter en nacherib heard the propotals of the ambaffadors, he 
atu ae og aes , 
ceaditions, Cetermined to decline hoftilities, folemnly engaging, 


upon condition of. receiving three hundred talents 
of filver, and thirty of gold, to withdraw his army, 
and give up his defign of invefting Jerufalem. He- 
zekiah complied with his terms, and, to fulfil the 
agreement, was under the neceffity of exhaufting all 
the treafure, both of the palace and temple, to raife 
the {tipulated fum, and prefent it to Sennacherib. 
Violates a The bale and perfidious Affyrian having received the 
folemn pro- money, receded trom his agreement; for, inftead of 
ee declining the fiege, and withdrawing hisarmy, he left 
Rabthaketh, his’ eutenant-general, with Flarata 
and Anacharis, two other principal officers, to carry 
on the fiege of Jerufalem, while he marched himfelf 
, with a coniiderable detachment againit the Egyptians 
and Ethiopians. ; 
On drawing up their army, they pitched theircamp 
within fight of the walls of Jerufalem, and Rabfha- 
keth difpatched a mefienger to demand a parley with 
Tiezekiah. ‘The king, thinking it unfare to go in 
perion, fent ouc three of his particular friends, Elia- 
kim, his deputy governor, together with Shebna and 
joath, the keepers of the records. 
A\s foon as they cameto the Affyrian camp, and 
delivered cheir commiffion tothe officers, Rabfhaketh 
addreftéd them in haughty and peremptory terms to 
this effect: 


edition againft Hezekiab. He violates’ 
Hezekiah is encouraged by the prophet’ 


When Sen- ' 


“The mighty potentate, Sennacherib, demands 
“to know, upon what principle or prefcriptions the 
“ king of Judah difputes ofadmitting the army into 
“ thecity, or acknowledging his fupremacy. Does 
“* he rely on the aid of the Egyptians? Vain and de- 
“© lufive hope. 
“not only deceive, but wound him feverely. Go, 
“tell your, mafter this expedition is undertaken 
S* again{t him by the Divine: will and direction, and 
“¢ that, therefore, theking of Affyria will as certainly 
** obtain victory over Hezekiah and his fubjects, as 
** he hath done over the Ifraelites.” * 


" Rabfhaketh addreffed himfelf to Elézelciah’s am- 


He truits to a broken reed, ‘that will- 


Rabthaked 
his infolsst 
addi 0 
the depasit 


of Heachish 


baffadors_in Hebrew, a language in which he was 


verfed. Eliakim, apprehending that what he had 
faid, being generally underftood, might have an un- 
~ favourable effect on the multitude, requefted him, if 
he had any thing further td fay, to fpéak it in Syriac. 


But Rabfhaketh being apprized of Eliakim’s mo- . 


tive for defiring a change of language exalted his 
eS and continued his harangue in Hebrew, to this 
effect: ; 


‘It is neceflary that your people fhould well un- 


“* derftand the commands of the king, my, mafter,, 


‘‘as it commands them to fubmit before it is too 
“Jare. Iam aware, thatit is your purpofe to amufe 
‘the people with vain hopes of defending thim- 
°* felves by force. But if you have courage to at- 
‘* tempt an enterprize, or entertain a thought of re- 
‘© pelling the affailants, I will fupply you with.2000 


- * horfes, if you will undertake to find them riders. 


°* But alas! you cannot make the experiment. Thus 
“© reduced, why will you longer deliberate? Your 
‘© compliance will enfure your iafety, while a farther 
** oppofition willinvolve you in moit imminent dan- 
* ger; for neceffity will at length compel the weak 
** to yield to the ftrong.” : 


When Hezekiah’s meffengers acquainted. him with 
the purport of Rabfhaketh’s harangue, je immedi- 
ately diveited himfelf of his royal attire, put on 


fackcloth, after the cuftom of the country, in toker 
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of ‘humiliation, and proftrating himfelf on the 
Heekish ground,’ fervently implored the Divine aid and pro- 
implores the te¢tion, as the only means whereby he could over- 
pe ae come a powerful and’ haughty foe. Having done 
Hiyrans, this, he difpatched fome trulty frinds, accompanied 
bo akingssits by a number of priefts, to the prophet Ifaiah, en- 
apliesto treating ‘him to exert his utmott endeavours by 
che prophet prayer, to intercede with the Almighty in his behalt, 
Uaishe that thereby he might be able to- humble the pride 
and power. of his enemies. . ‘The prophet complied 
with che king’s requeit, and fucceeded fo far in his 
interceflion, thac he was authorized to bid the king 
and his friends take courage, as Sennacherib fhould 
be overcome withouta battle, and abandon his defign 
with lofs and difgrace,. his pride be humbled, and the 
Divine vengeance puriuchimto his ruin. He added, 
that Sennacherib .fhould miicarry in his Egyptian 
" expedition, andreturning home-difappointed, thould 
fall by the {word in his own land. - f 
At this very time Hezekiah received letters from 
the king of Affyria, expoftulating with him on the 
folly and prefumption of maintaing an oppofition to 
a prince who had vanquifhed fo many warlike na- 
tions, and concluding with-a menace, to Ipare nei- 
ther age, nor fex, buc put all to the iword without 
: diftinétion, unlefs, without delay, they fet open the 
gates of the city, and cleared.a free paffage for- his 
army. Jezekiah relying onthe Divine veracity and 
ower, was not affected -by this imperious epiftle; 
ut folding ic up, laid it in the temple, and again 
had recourte to, ardent fupplication tor the tatety of 
thecicy, cill Ifaiah -recurned with this encouraging 
anfwer, that, “ Fis petition was heard, and that heneed 
gor not apprehend any harm from the Affyrians upon 
@ kingof Jue chat undertaking; thac there were happier cimes at 
ge hand, inwhich they fhould enjoy their poffefions in 
: fullfecurity from the invafion of their enemics.” 
Soon after this the king of Aflyria, finding all his 
attempts again{t the Egyptians fruftrated, withdrew 
his army, and returned home upon this occafion. 
He {pent a long rime in the fiege of Pelufium; and 
atlength, when he had brought his plattorm within 
alictle of the cop of the walls, and ‘was upon the 
very point.of making the affault, he received intel- 
ligence that Tirhaka, king of the Ethiopians, was 
advancing with a powerful reinforcement to the 
Egyptians, and that he took his way through the de- 
Jert, wich a defign to fall upon the Syrians by fur- 
prize. Sennacherib was fo alarmed at this report, 
that he immediately withdrew his army. 
Merodotus, in thefecond book of his hiftory, calls 
Tetimony this war of Sennacherib, a war againft the prictt of 
i Hewdo- Vulcan, as the Egyptian king was alfo a prieft of: 
be? that fale god, and affigns this caufe forthe raifing of 
Pelufium. “* The king ofEgypt, upon this occafion, 
“called upon his god ror aid, which being granted, 
“was fatal tothe Arabijan.”? But here Herodotus 
was miftaken, as he fhould have written “* Affyrian’”’ 
inflead of ** Arabian.” The fame hiftorian adds, 
that “* There came in onenight fach multitudes of 
i fats into the camp of the Afiyrians, that they 
_, Shawed all their bowftrings to pieces, and render- 
7 ed wlelets feveral other pieces of their arms, even 
«, 62 the difarming of: the Aifyrians, who, upon this. 
difappointment, drew off from the town.” 
Berolus, a Chaldee hiftorian, fpeaks of this Sen- 
nacherib, and writes, that he reigned over the Affy- 
rans, and made war upon all Afiaand Egypt. His 
words are to the purport of the following chapter. 


CH fe Be ih 
Pidicial peftilence in the army of Sennacherib. . He vaifes 


ta 
ie a aud returns home, where he is mirdered by 
Mis tive fons. ; 
ee Vy HEN Sennacherib returned from the Egyp- 
< tian war to Jerufalem, he found the army he 
_, had left under the command of Rabfhaketh, his 
« Scneral, almoft deftroyed by a peftilential diftem- 
« Pet, which, on thevery firik night of the fiege, fwept 
« May, In general, officers and foldiers, one hun- 
«, Wed and cighty-five thouland men. “This tremen- 
, C0US mortality foalarmed Sennacherib, that, part- 
.. ly through apprehenfion of Divine vengeance, and 
Partly through fear of the lofs of the reft of his 
- amy, he fed with precipitation to his palace at 


Obtains af- 
furance of 
luccels. 








































or THE 


‘© Nineveh, where he was treacheroufly affaffinated, 
** and died by the hands of his elder fons, Adramme- 
‘* lech and Sharezer, in his own temple, called, after 
“ his darling idol, Nifroch. The parricides Aed into 
a Armenia; and Efarhaddon, the third fon, fuc- 
ceeded to the government. “This proved the con- 

clufion of the Affyrian expedition againit the 

i *¢ people of Jerufalem.” 


CHAP. Il. 


_ Hezekiah, on the fuppofed approach of death, has thepro- 
mife of Micon bee bane aad x his life. copie a 
league with the king of Babylon.  Ifaiab foretells the 
captivity of the Iraelites in Babylon, and the cala- 
mee qf Hezekiah and bis defcendants. Death of 

exekiab. ‘ 


Hy EZEXTAn being thus providentially delivered 
from all apprehenfion ot danger trom the Affy- 4 tings xe 
. Fians, betook himielf, with his whoie people, tothanki- Herekiuh — 
Givings for.the late mercies received, duly imprefied falls into a 
with the interpofition of heaven, by which their pre- eee 
fervation was - wrought, as well through the peili- 
lence, as the alarm it occafioned his enemy. While 
_ he was thus pioufly difpofed he fel] into a fevere dil- 
temper, infomuch that his phyficians defpaired of his 
lite. In chis condition, nothing offected che king fo ° 
fenfibly as the refection that, on his dying without 
iffuc,. the Jucceffion of the family would ceale, and 
the kingdom be left without 2 legitimate heir. Thus 
anxious concerning .a moft insporrant point, he ad- 
drefféd himifelf to the Almighty, with prayers and 
tears, to vouchfate to prolong his life, that he might antercedes 
have a fucceffor from his own ftock, and not be ta- langation of 
ken from among the number of the living, till he be- his life. 
came the tather of a fon to tranimit his memory to 
poiterity. . 
‘Vhe Almighty was pleafed to compaffionate his | 
cafe, and the rather, it f¢ems, becaufe he ‘was not fo 
much troubled for the lois of his kingdom, asthe | 
want of an-heirtofucceed him in thegovernmentof ic, Mis prayers 
Upon this the prophet Haiah was fent to him with 
the comfortable affurance thar, in three days, his dif- 
cafe fhould leave him, that he fhould survive it if 
teen years, and the kingdom at length defcend ro his 
fon and heir. When the prophet had thus executed 
his Divine commiffion, Hlezekiah, furprized at this 
fudden reverfe of his doom, and, from the defperate 
ftate of his dittemper, fearful of its not taking place, - 
indicated a defire of fome token from Haiah, to make 
. him fenfible of his authority; as there is, indeed, a 
propenfity in mankind, when they labour under dif- 
ficulties beyond either hope or reafon, to have the 
caufe and end of them confirmed by fome extraordi- 


nary evidence. ; : 


When the prophet afked him what fign or token 
he required as a due tatisfaction, he requeited thatthe 4 miler 
fhadow ‘upon his dial might go.ten degrees backward ine thide of 
from the place where it then ftood. ‘Lhe king find- Uezekiin. 
ing this miracle wrought from the prayers ofthe pro- 
phet, ‘was reftored prefently to his health, and went nifotution 
up immediately to the temple, to render his moft un- of the af 
feigned thank{givings to the lather of all Mercies. i °"" 
Tc was at this time thatthe Affyrian empire was dif- ! 
folved by the Medes, an. event.of which we fhall (8 cme"7 
fpeak hereafter. But Balad, the king of Babylon, tins or 
fent ambafladors with prefents to Hezekiah, inviting Babylon. 
him to a Jeague of amity and alliance. Hezekiah re- 
ceived them with great courtely, entertained them 
with royal magnificence, fhewed them the curiofities 
of his palace, and fent them back.with fumptuous 
_prefents to:the king their mafter. _, ; 
_ Upon this the prophet came to him, and enquired 
who thofe men were, and whence they came? He re. 
plied they were fent from the king of Babylon, and 
that he had: fhewn them all the richett curiofities of 
his palace, that they might gather from thence a 
knowledge of his dignity, and thereby induce their 
mafter to pay him all due deference. The prophet 
rejoined, ** Know that aday will fhortly come when 
°“thefe boafted treafures fhall all be carried away ro 
Babylon, and that your fons, after becoming cap- |. 
“tives, fhall be attendant eunuchs in the royal pa- toon 
“Jace ofthat city. This I foretell you from Divine wisn 
“ authority." This awful prediction pee captivitye 
ezekiah 
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Tlezexiaht ct re very foul. He reflected, however, 
that, though ne could not but be much grieved at the 
calamities that awaited his houfe, yet, as they were 

onlequent on the Divine decree, he had only co afi 
of heaven that he might enjoy peace during the ap- 
pointed time of his lite. ; 

Berofus makes mention of this Balad, king of Ba: 
bylon. But the propher Ifaiah, who ipoke by Di- 
vine, and of courfe infallible, infpiration, was fo con- 
winced of the truth of the prophecies, that he com- 
mitted them to writing, and left them to the judg- 
ment and evidence of pofterity. There were twelve 
more thacdid the fame; and it appeared, from events; 
that, in all ‘cafes; good or ill, the accomplifhment 
exactly correfponded with-the prophecy. - 

When Hezekiah-had furvived in peace the inter - 
val already mentioned, he paid the debt of nature, in 
the Gfty-fifth year of his tite, and twenty-ninth year 


of his reign. 
ae CHAP. Iv. 


Teftimony 
of Berofus 
concerning 
Balad. 


Confirma- 
tion of the 
prophiceics. 


Succeffion of Manafeh,. an, impious prince, bit after- 
wards reclaimed ibrough means. of toe Batylonifh cap- 
tivity. Is fucceeded by his fon Amon, from whom the 
crown devolves to Sofia. on 


EIEN Manafth, the fon_of Hezekiah, by 
-Bephzibah, ‘a native of Jerufalem, aicended 
the throne of his father, he deviated ‘from his con- 


duét in.every inftance, both of religion and govern- * 


ment, Influenced ‘by the example of thofe around 

hins, and open to the flatcery of fycophants, who were’ 

averle to the reformation effected by Hezekiah, he 

rufhed into the commiffion of the mott daririg im- 

__ pieties, ‘and all thofe idolatrous abominations, for 

Manafeha which the feverelt ‘judgments - had been. denounced 

profligate 7 + Jp e D4 

and aban and. infliéted.on the Lraelites upon. feveral occafions. 

doned prince Ele was fo daring as to ‘prophane the holy temple it- 

felf': ‘nay, his example; as, it were, infected not only 

the city in which, he’ refided, but fpread a’ conta- 
gion throughout his domisiions. © ° > 

: He began his ‘reign with’a contempt of the Divine 

Being, and the periécution of good and holy men, 

who would‘not conform to his abominations. Nay, 

he embrued his hands in the very blood of the-pro- 

phets (4), infomuch that a day {carcely paffed in 

which fone or other of them were not put to death, 

_ fo that the ftreéts of Jerufalem were crimfoned with 

theirgore. Thefé horrid enormities called {fo loud to 


His con 
tempt of 
God, and 
cruelty to 
good men, 


heaven for vengeance, that prophet was fent-after . 


. prophet, both to the king and peo le; with admoni- 
tions to them to repent in time of Heir neglect of the 
Divine worfhip, and cocreturn.to their duty, ‘upon 
the.peril of fultering the like calamities for the.fame 
tranizrcfiions, for which their brethren, the Ifraelites, 
had {uffered before. 

But they turned a-deaf ear to the reafonable -warn- 
ing and advice, of the prophets ; till at length they 

-foung their menaces attended with thofe dreadful 
. effeets, which, bya timely attention, and due reform- 
ation, might have -been-prevented. 

“Upon their perfifting in their. impious and iniqui- 
tous courfes, the Almighty was pleafed to punith 
them moft feverely, by the-means of the king of Ba- 
bylori and Chaldea; who made war upon them,’ fent- 
an army into Judea that overcome and deitroyed the 


Manaffeh 
overcomes 


and carried . : : . 
ative ils Manafleh co reflection, and rendered him fo fenfible 


away as a prifoner at his mercy. 


Rabyton. Of his atrocious‘crimes, that he earneftly befought the 
Almighty fo far to fotten ‘the hearts of his enémies, 
that they might treat him with fome degree of lenity 
and humanity. The Almighty was pleated in mercy 

Vpon ree to hear his prayer, fo that he was releafed by the king 


pentiee OF Babylon, and reinftaced in the government of 
oved to his oan 
kingdom J udea. o : - . 

Upon his arrival at Jerufalem, through the cle- 


2 Chron, 33 














(a) Among thefe was the prophet Ifaiah, who was now up- 
wards of an hundred years of age. In the late reign he was in 


great eflcem at court; and bei>g himfelf of the blood royal, he. 








“thouche it noreincusbent on him to endeavour to reclaim Ma- 
niff.be 1om his degenerate and wacked courfes, But this fo 
exaiperatve the king again him, thar, inftead of paying any 
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-the government fifty-five years, and in the fixty- : 


. The people, however, took care to avenge his mur- 


throne by his fon Jofiah, ‘a youth who.had attained ss” 


‘Inftances of ‘Fofiah’s zeal for the eftablifoment of the 
“THE mother of Jofiah was a native of Bofcath, 


‘difpofition, and feemed inclined tofollow the example 
-of David, throughout the whole courfe of: his cone jesus 


whole country, furprized Manaffeh; and carried him. 


This diftrefied and degradéd fituation brought | 


other facrifices upon the altar. 





os Boor X, 
mency of the conqueror, he exerted his utmoft abili- 

ties to make every poffible atonement for his former - 
crimes. Lis late conduct was totally ‘reverfed, and 

he feemed wholly intent on the advancement of reli. 
gionand virtue. He purified the city, and confe- 
crated the temple afrefh, and made it the bufinefs of 2G 
his lige to manifelt a due reverence and gratitude to. aa 
wards his Divine Protector. Confcious that his former tinka, 
mal-adminiftration had, in a great meafure, been the thn i 
caufe of the miferies which his people had enduréd, Sua; 
heendeavoured to effect a reformation amongit them, 
both by: his example and authority. He caufed an 
altar to be ere&ted, -agreeable to the directions of 
Moles, and offered upon it-daily oblations. |” 

_ When he had reftored religion to its. original ftate 

and purity, he attended to the fortifying of. Jerufa- Atectis 
lem, made the neceffary reparations in the-old walls the repan 
and, as a farther fecurity, encompafied them with © oo 
new ones, Heeregted feveral ftrong-and jofty towers, 

and provided the out works with {tores and ammu- 
nition. Ina word, his general conduct was fo re- 
formed, that, from the inftanc of his return to his 
duty to God and his fubjeéts, he was regarded as one 

of the happieft of princes. He died after holding ene 


Th 









feventh year of his age, and was ‘buried in his own Succ: 
garden. The crown devolved to his fon Amon, bybet 
whom he had by Emalfema, of the city of Jabar. Aimiaiy 
This prince, following the pernicious: example of the 
his father’s early life, and indulging himfelf in’ the yer oft 
fame licentious courfes, was foon arretted by the hand “* 
of Juttice ; a conipiracy, being formed againft him 
by his own domettics, who cut him off in the twenty- 
fourth year of his age, and the fecond of his reign. 









der, by putting to death all thofe who were any ways 
concerned init. His remains were, depofited in the spre, 
monument of his father, and he was fucceeded on the cess wee 


to his eighth year, ; o 
c Out AR I 
true religion, and extirpation of idolatry. 


. and her name. was Jedida.. He ‘was a prince 
eminently poffefied of the moft amiable and virtuous 


duét, in the promotion of the religion and laws of fortea+ 
his country. Before he had compleated his twelfth oft 
year, he gave an inftance of his ’piety, by fuppreffing 8Ches3 
the worhip of idols, and reftoring the people to the © 
religion of the true God.. Such of the ordinances of 
his predeceffors as he’ found productive of ill confe- 
quences he abolithed ; fuch inftitucions as were ¢X- 
pedient he retained; and to thofe which required alte- 
rations he made amendments, which would have con- 
ferred honour on the, moft confummate witdom, and 
the experience of advanced years. . : 
Having made this reform in the city of Jerufalem 
and its énvirons, he next made a progrefs throughout 
his dominions, firmly refolved-to purge religion from 
all thofe corruptions which had been introduced in 
the preceding reigns. He caufed all the groves and 
altars, together with the carved and molten images 
which his apoftate predeceffors had fet up, to be de- 
{troyed. By thefe means the people were drawn from 
the vanity of their fuperftitions, to a reverence for 
the exercife of the worfhip of the only true God, 
and for the ufe and cuftom of burnt-offerings and 
Ele alfo appointed certain. magiftrates and commif- 
fioners'for the regulation of-manners, cand deciding 2 
matters of'a private concern, in order to prelerve rq2 
good government, and an impartial adminiftration of 
juitice. - : 
ee ee ee a ee ee 





attention to his remonitrances, he caufed him to be apprehended, 
and, to make his t reure both more lirigering and exquilite, es 
him fawn afunder with a wooden faw; and to this it 1s proba - 
the author of the Epiftle to the Hebrws refers, when he 48y% 
they were Jawed afunder. Feb, Xie 37+ 
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Plous and virtuous example, the judgment fhall be 
averted trom the people during his days, but thac che 
day of his death fhall be the eve of their final de. 
ttuction.” 

As foon as Jofiah received this metre from the 
Prophetefs, he immediately difpatched meflengers to 
the feveral cities within his dominions, commandinz 
all the priefts and Levites, and men of all ages and 
conditions, to repair with the utmost fpeed to Jeru- 
falem.  Thete orders being obeyed, and the People 
affembled, the king went to the temple, where, in 
the hearing of the whole multitude; he caufed the 
laws of God, as contained in the books of Motes ; 
to be diitinétly tread; after which he bound himfelf 
and the people, with their univerfal confent, by a moft 
folemn oath, itriétly co obterve every article con. 
tained in the facred books, refpecting the laws and 
religion ettablifhed by Mofes. This folemn oath 
was tollowed by prayers and oblations for the Divine 

cffing and protection, 

The king rictly enjoined the high-prieft to take 
a particular account of the plate and veffels in the 
temple, and to caft out fo many of them as they 
fhould find to have been dedicated by any of his an- 
ceitors to idolatrous fervices. Thofe that were found 
were reduced to duft, and in that ftate thrown into 
the air. All the Priefls were likewife put to death 
that were not of the ftock Aaron. ; 

aving effected this reformation in Jerufalem, Jo- 
fiah made a brogre{s throughout his whole dominj- 



















































Lis attention was next directed to the reparation of 
the temple, tor which purpole he deputca comuit- 
toners chroue hour his dominions, to BRCEIVG CoS 
butions of Quid and filver, from thole who were he 
ogy to promore the deliga ; “bat leaving all his fu . 
yeets attull berry, that they might have no caule of 
Complaint. ‘dhe coueributions being brought in, and 
dcpotited in the treafurys Amaziah, the sovernor or 
tac city, Shaphan, the lecretary, Joah, the recorder, 
aad adkiah, che high-prieit, Were appointed to en- 
gage workmen, provide materials, and regulate the 
expences of the intended repairs, Fhis Bave rile to 

ey, the rebuilding of che temple, and che erecting ofa 
dating: monument to the pollerity of the king’s piety 
‘ unty. ont ‘ 
Me 7 the eighteenth year of his reign, directed 
Ehikiah, the high-priell, toapply what gold and lilver 
there remained ater the charge of the neceffary re- 
pairs of the temple was detrayed, in che formation of 
cups, chalices, goblets, and other velfels and utenfils, 
for the performance of facred ftervices, He hkewile 
ordered thatadi che gold and filver remaining in the 
treatury Howls be brought out, and applied to the 

: rpule. : 
ae quan of the temple being compleated, and 
all expences defrayed, Hiilkiah,, in contormity to 
the king’s orders, took our the money tor the pur- 
puie of converting itinto veflels tor the ufe ot the tem- 
ple; and, upon removing the gold, happened to dil- 
cover the facred book of Motes (a). This he took 
out, and gave to Shaphan, the king’s fecretary, to pe- 
ne rule, who, upon reading them Over, wentto the king, 
vet accompanied by Hilkiah, who told him, that he had 
ekg executed alll his commands relative to the reparation 
of the temple, andat the fame time pPrefented the book 
to him in great torm, affuring him what it was, and 
where they had tound it. - 

he king ordered Shaphan to read a Part of the 
contents, which being done, he rent his robes, in 
diead of the heavy curfes denounced againtt a wick- 
ed generation. Inthe height ot his a iction he de- 
fired the fecretary, with Hilkiah, and feveral prietts 
who were prefent, to go to the prophetefs Huldah, the 
wite of Shallum, a man of eminence, and unite their 






fuperftition and idolatry, and burnt the bones of 
falfe prophets upon the very altar which that impious 
king had fet up. OF this we have taken notice be- 
fore, as well as the intervention of the prophet with 
a prediction in the hearing of the multitude, at the 
time when Jeroboam was offering facrifice, “ That 
one of the race of David, Jofiah by name, was to 
do this.” The prediétion Was verified, by the event, 
three hundred and fixty-one years after it was foretold. 
So ardent was the zeal of Jofiah for extending the 
great work of reformation, that he went in perfon 
fo feveral of the Iraelites, Who had efcaped the Af. 
fyrian bondage, In order to diffuade them from con. 
tinuing infuperftition, and prevail withthem to em- 
brace the pure religion of their forefathers, accord. 
ing to the long eftablifhed cuftom of their €ountry, 
or did he reft here, but caufed the towns and 
villages to be fearched for the difcovery of any re- 
mains of idolatrous practices that might lie con. 
cealed. The very figures of the horles over the 
porch of the temple,’ which their forefathers had 
dedicated to the fun, and al] the Monuments to 
which the people had afcribed Divine honour, were, 
by his {pecial order, taken awa and deltroyed. 
Taving thus. purged the whole nation from ido- 
latry, and fully reitored the trué worfhip of the 
one only and true God, he called an aflembly of 
the people at Jerufalem for the purpofe of celebrating 
the paflover, the time for that fettival being near at 
hand. On this occafion the king gave out of his 
own flore, for pafchal facrifices, thirty Goats, a thou. 
fand lambs, and three thoufand oxen. The heads 
of the prieits prefented to the others of the facey. 
dotal order two thoufand fix hundred lambs ; and 
the chiefs of the Levires Bave to cheir tribes five 
thouland lambs, and five hundred oxen. A folemn 
facrifice was made of thele victims according to the 
Precepts of Mofes, and the ceremony wis performed, 
under the dire€tion of the priefls, Irom the time of 
the prophet Samuel tothat day there had never been 
a fettival celebrated with equal fulemmnity ; Yor thig 
had the allowed reference, becaute the whole wag 
conducted in ftriét conformity to the very letrer of the 
laws, and the precife mode of their forelathers. Jo. 
fiah, after the accomplifhment of a work of { uch mo. 


ana ee 


oceafion, to turn to; for therein is Contnined a renewal of the 
covenant which Mofes, ns mediator, had made between God 
and the people of Ifrael at Mount Ilorehs and therein are tholy 
threats and terrible comminatians to the tranipredlois of the law, 
whether prince or people, which nfivaed Jofiah (© much ¢ anil 
avhich Mofes had given tothe Levi, to put en the fide of the (0 
wenant, that it might be there for a witneft npuintt the tranfgreds 
fors of it, Dour. xxxi, a5, 96, 

Q4q mene 


wig: He told them there was great reafon to apprehend 
“8 char che venegeance of heaven would fall upon the 
' prefene generation as a Punifhment for the iniquity of 
their progenitors, and barticularly their neglect and 
contemptot the laws of Moles; and that, without ob- 
taining a reconciliation, they fhould be difperfed over 
the face of theearth, and terminate their lives in milery, 
Hilkiah, with chofe who were appointed to accom. 
pany him, immediately repaired to the Prophetefs, 
and having related the caufe of the King’s affligtion, 
and his earneft. defire of her interceffion with heaven 
in behalf of him and his lubjects, the bade them re- 
~“e turn him this aniwer; ‘* That the fentence already 
.. “ pronounced Was notto be recalled on any fupplica- 
tion or interceffion whatever. That the People 
were to be banithed from their own country, and 
punifhed, for their difobedience; with the lofs of 
all human comforts, That thejud Ment was irre- 
* vocable, tor their obftinately perfit Ing in their fu- 
* perltitious and idolatrous practices, notwithitland- 
* 1g fo many Warnings to a timely repentance, -and 
the menacing predictions of the Prophets, it chey 
berlevered in their abominations.” 
This unchangable decree wag to thew, by the 
event, that there is a juft and over-ruling Dilpofer 
ofall Things, and the predictions whichhe delivered 
*¥ the means of the prophets, will be infallibly veri- 
wd, as the certain indications of his whole will re. 
Ipecting: mankind, ‘The prophetefs added, “ Tell 
the king, however, that, in confideration of his own 


i 
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(a) Whether it wag the whole Pentateuch, or the Beok of 
iy terenomy only, which the high-prieft found in the temple, 
Sunceitaing but it ts Sencrally agreed, that the part, which 
“Aiptin read co the ing, was taken out of the Rook of Dev. 
cnemy, and not Without foe probability 5 that the xxvilith, 
AMNGN, and xxxth chapters, were that portion of teriprure which 
tie Wweretary, who (45 we are told g Kings xxii, 8.) had read tho 
Mk belong he brought itto the king, thought Proper, upon this 

O. 13. 


A general 
atlenbty in 
the temple, 
where the 
Jaw 3s ready 
and the 
king and 
people 
bound by 
oath to the 
oblervance 
of it, 


Tofiah’s ef. 
forts to exe 
tirpate ido» 
dotry. 


se celee 
rates the 
paffover, 

2 Kines 23, 
2 Chron, 35 


154, 


ment andimportance to the nation in general, enjoyed © 
‘ his governmentin honour, peace, and plenty, ult he - 


cloted his lite in the following manner. 
CHAP. VI. 


Death of Fofiah by an arrow, in an engagement with 
Pharaoh Necho, king of Leypt. Febosahas, bis fonaud 
ucceffor, is carried captive into tegypt, and dics there. 
Lhe king of that country aelivers the goveriiuent to 
Seboiakinr, : : 


alings xxiii CON after the celebration of the paffover, Pha- 
Expedition _raoh-Necho, kingofEgypt, advanced witha pow= 
of the king erful army towards the Huphrates, againft the Medes 


of Feyre and Babylonians, who had fubverted the Affyrian, 
“Metesand €mpire, with ~@ defign of making himfelf matter of 
Babyloni- ~Afias “When he came to Megiddo, a town within: 
ans, - 


2 


the dominions of Jofiah, he refuled him paflage 


through his country, in an expedition againit the. 


Medes. , Phe Egyptian upon this fent-an herald, to 
give Jofiah to underitand,.that he entertained nota 
1 thoughe of hoftility towards him, and that his only 
defign was to expedite his march towards the Eu- 
: phrates, defiring him, atthefame time, not to puthim 
to 'the necefiity of effecting that by torces; which he 
: wifhed todo by courtely.: : 


Jofiah, notwithftanding the very mild terms in~ 


which the herald’s meflage was couched, perfiited in 
: D> 3 


Jofiah re- : . ee . : 
twesthe the denial of the -paffage, as if through the impulle 
hing of E- of a fatality that was to bring on his diffolution. for, 


Bypt pallage putting his army in a pofture to difpute the paflage, 


Abattle ene ANd viding up and down from wing to wing, to ani-~ 


fues, and mate his men, an arrow, fronvthe bow of an Egyp- 
Joa is tian, gave hima a mortal wound. He immediately _ 
wounded, ‘COMmuanded a retreat to be founded for his army, re~ 


turned to Jerufalem, and there expired, File was in- 
Ties univer- terred,- with great funeral pomp, in the fepulchre of 
nuy veeret this anceftors, in the thirty-ninth year of his age; and 
: -thirty-firtt of his reign. Never did a king die more 
univerfally regretted by his fubjects : the lamentations 
-for his lols wereas univerfal when dead, as had been 
their affections for His perfonwhenliving. Jeremiah, 
the prophet, compofed an elegy upon the occafion, 
‘which is extant.at this'day. “This prophet foretold 
TeeIteD One - the approach of the Babylonifh captivity, and the ca- 
of the Tae amiti¢s of our days, and alfo, like Haiah, committed, 
captivity, hy his predi€tions’ to writing, for the information of 
the prophets poflerity. Nor was Jeremiah the only prophet who 
dercvrih foretold thefe .melancholy events; for Ezekiel alto 
‘left behind him, in writing, two books of prophecies, 
concerning the fameevents. Vhefetwo prophets were 
of the }4terdotal line. Jeremiah refided at Jerula- 
-lem, from the thirteenth year of the reign of fofiah, 
to the time of the deftruction of the temple and city, 

of which we fhall treat in due order. ‘ 
Hanae to the government, in the twenty-third year of his 
fiah, #ge,and kept his court at Jerufalem. His character 
An impious was the reverfe of that of his father, and his mother’s 

muees"nante was Eiamutal, : 

Vhe king of LY gypt,.on his return from the expedi- 
. tion againit the Babylonians, fent for Jehoahaz to 
come to him, toa city called Klamath, in the country 
of Syria, whither he had _no fooner arrived, than he 
Jehoahaz is CAUied him to be put in fetters, and délivered up his 
depofed,and @overnment to Lliakim, his elder brother, by the 


fuccecdel 'Y tame father, on condition of his-changing his name | 
to Jehoiakim, and paying the Egyptian monarch an | 


Jehorakim, 


annual tribute of an hundred talents of filver, and 
Dieseaptive ONE OF Bold. (@) Jehoahaz was carried captive into 
in Egypt.  _E.gypt, where he finithed his life in difgrace and mi- 
jJery, having reigned in Jerufalem three months and 
tendays., ‘Lhe mother or Jehoiakim was a native of 
Ramién; her name Zabida. Hie was a prince as. 





(a) Ivis very probable the prophet Jeremiah had regard to 


this taxation when, in his mourntul complaint of Jerufalem, © 


he fays, ** She that was great among the nations, and princefs 
“* smong the provinces 3 how is it fhe is become tributary 2? 
Lam. i. 1. : 

(4) Baruch, the fon of Neriah, and grandfon of Maafeiah, 
was ef anilluftrions birth, and of the tribe otJudah, Ceraiah, 
his b:other, had a contiderable employimsnt in the court of 
king Zcdesxiahy but himtelf kept clofe to the perion of Jere- 


nish, and was his meft fanhfal diftiple ; though. his adherence | 


ANTIQUITIES or 


| Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, baving defeated the ' 


On the death of Jofiah, his fon Jehoahaz facceeded 


‘to his mafter drew upon him feveral perfecutions; and 2 great 


- face, whereia it is related, that Baruch, being then at Babylon, 
. did, in the name of the captive king and his'people, draw uP 


Tr rT Us ; = as ahha 
THE JEWS. Poox’ ¥. 
deftitute of religion as of humanity, having neither 
reverence for God, nor regard tor man. _- : 


CHILAP. VI. 


. ae . SS 2 * : 
king of Egypt, makes the king of Fudan bis tributary. 
Feremich peretells the calamistes attendant on Fckeip. 
kin. : 





¥N che fourth year of the reign of Jchoiakim, king 
Bog Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, “Sse 
advanced witha mighty army to Carchabefa, a city 
bordering on the Huphrates, with a refolution of 
making war upon Pharaoh -Necho, king of Egypr, 7 
who, at that time, held all Syria under fubjection: 

The Egyptian, fenfible of the power of his adver. Natu. 
fary,.took the held with a’ formidable body of forces, sux. 
in order to oppofe him; but coming to ation, was 








| obliged to retreat, with the lofs of many thoulands of 


his men. The victorious Babylonians pafled the Ky. 
phrates, ‘and fubdued the whole country of Syria, 
as far as Pelufium, Judea only excepted. : 

In the fourth year of Nebuchadnezzar, and eighth 
of Jehoiakim, the former madean expedition, with a 


‘ powerful army, againtt J adea, threatning the inhabi- 


tants with the greatett extremities, unleis they would 
become tributary, as were thofe of Syria in genera}, 
Jehoiakim; awed by thefe menaces, purchafed peace 

tor acertain fum of money, which was duly paid for y..0,; 
the fpace of full three years; but the ‘year enfuing, nur ew 
upon the credit of an idle report, that the king Gr jvm Jes 
Egypt was advancing againft Nebuchadnezzar, Je. 3°" 
hotakim -refufed topay him tribute any longer, He” ” 
found himielf, however, mulerably’ difappointed in 

his hopes; forthe Egyptians, fearful ot the power 

of the Babylonians, declined the conteft. 

Vhe prophet [eremiabhad repeatedly-foretold this 
event, and pointed out the folly of Jehoiakim, in fe. Ieenik 
lying on the affittance of the Egyptians,” He like- in 
wife prefaged the fatéof Jerufalem, that it would be of exis 
fuddenly deftroyed by the Babylonians; arid the king. 
himielf taken captive. But the inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem, initead of being duly imprefféd with the aw- 
ful prediction of-Jeremiah, treatect it with contemp- . 
tuous ridicule. Nayacharge was exhibited againit 
the prophet to the king, as a mover of fedition; and jy xx 
being ultimately reterred tothe. decifion of the'coun- tists 
cil, the majority were for-pronouncing fentence of «s**}# 
death. Theelders, however, feeing the matter ih its 
true light, would by no‘ means agree to {fo rigorous 
‘a punithment. Their prudent advice was tor dif- 








~charging Jeremiah the court; obferving, that he was 


notthe only prophet that had foretold the calamities 
of Jerufalem, as Micah, and feveral others, had done ye. 5, 
the fame betore him, without being fubjeéted ro the 
cenfure or punifhment of government, but, ‘on the 
contrary, honoured and carefied, as bearing a Divine 
commiffidn: ‘The council, prevailed on by this 


cool, though forcible, mode of reafoning, gave up 


their former opinion, and revoked the fengence they 
wifhed to pafs without due deliberation. *- ae 
Jeremiah committedall his predictions to writing; 


-and, upon a day of folemn faiting, when the multi- 
-tude were affembled in the temple, on the ninth 


month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim, he read to the 
congregation thofe prediétions which related to the 
deftruction of the temple, the city, and the people. 
The rulers, alarmed’at the denunciation, took the 
book from the prophet, and ordered him,'and Ba- 
ruch (4) his f{cribe, to. abfcond, and conceal them- 
felvs trom public fearch. The book was then cer- 
ried to the king, who ordered his fecretary' to read it 
in the prefence of his friends. The king was fo 10- | 
cenfed at the contents, that he rent the book, threw 


Ba a ee et ete 


deal of bad treatment. . oe : : f ‘ 
The book called Baruch is introduced: with an hiftorical pro 


an cpitle, and afterwards read it to them. for their approbation 3 
and that, together with it; they fene-a coileétion of moncy 10 
the high pricit at Jerufalem, for the maintenance of the day 
facrifices. ; PS : 





er 
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a ee won oO U ji Td 
Boon 3. AN TIQ. 


stinto the fire, and commanded Jeretah and Baruch 
to be immedintels brought to him and puuitheds; but 
they had ableonded. 


CHAP. VIL 


safle frujalen, Puts Jetelakin 
Febciachin to tee fic- 





Neluchadseaact My su it 
to death, and eppouls his fon 
coffin. 


OOWN after. the king of Babylon made an expedi- 
tionagainit Jehoiakim, who, alarmed at the pre- 

diQion of the prophet, received him with his army, 

inte the city, and lulled, as it were, into a kind of 

fatal fecurity, remained wholly inactive. | ; 
Babylonian, upom his admiteance into the city, vio- 

\et4> dated the covenant previoufly made, aad put the 
Hl Aoverof the youthot Jerulalem, together with the 
iVeant king himtelf, tothe fword. He then commanded his 
Psst Kody to be thrown before the walls without, burial, 
Wapato od conftituted Jehoiachin,his fon, king, both of the 
* city and country, in his ftead. He carried away 
je captive to Babylon three choufand of the principal 
inhabitants, among whom was the prophet Ezekiel, 



















heclst being at that time a youth, ‘This was the end of 
Susts, king Jehoiakim, who lived thirty-fix years, and 


reigned eleven. He was fucceeded by his fon Jehota- 
chin. His mother was a native of Jeruialem, whote 
name was Nehufta. He reigned only three months 
and ten days. 


CHAP. IX, - 


Nebuchadnezmar violates his faith inimprifoning Feboia- 
chin, aud the beads of ihe people of Ferufalem. 


epee king of Babylon foon repented his having 

placed Jehoiachin on the throne of Jerulalem, 

apprehending chat, in revengetor his perfidious prac- 

tice, inthe lire of his father, he would embrace the 

firlt opportunity of ftirring up fedition and tumult. 

| fewilem Upon this reflection” he dijpatched an army to invett 

tenes Y Jerufalem. Jehoiachin, being a prince of a juit and 

tua. Milddifpofition, and unwilling that the city fhould 

be expoled to deltruétion on his account, entered in- 

toa treaty with Nebychadnezzar’s deputies for de- 

livering up the city, upon condition, rhac neither the 

town ittelf, nor the inhabitants, fhould fultain any 

injury., The treaty was ratified, and his mother and 

kindred delivered up as hoftages to the deputies for 

the due performance of the articles, But before a 

year elapied, the king of Babylon violated his faith, 

commanded his officers to fecure all the youths of the 

city, and all artificers in general, and bring them 

ie prim. DOUNd to him, Their number was ten thoufand 

s. Ne Cight hundred and thirty-two, amongft whom were 

wiuee Jehoiachin himfelf, his mother and kindred, who 
were detained in cuttody by the king’s command. 


CHAP. xX. 


Peboizchin dcpofed,and Zedekiab advanced to the throne. 
Upoit his violating bis cath, Nebuchadnezzar again 
imcyrs Ferufaulen, Ledekiab oppofes rhe councils of 
dhe prophet Feremiah. 


Joi hia 











i 1 LOLACHIN being Nill detained in cuftody (a), 
ae the king, of Babylon appointed Zedekiah, his 
’s brother, to the government in his place, 
ny him, by a folemn ath, to attempt no inno- 
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Cans, 
JPhough Zedekiah was no ftranger to the fate of 
his he followed their 


WO abe, 
» predeceflors for their impieties, 
permeious exaniple in the practice of the mott de- 
tcliable abontinations. | ‘J’o this he was inttigated by 
A lmuderity of ditpoficion and manners in’ his co- 
teniporasies, and che dycophants who furrounded 
hin. Indeed, an univerlal depravity feemed ac this 
time to prevail, Such being the declenfion of true 
teligion, and the prevalence of vice and immorality, 
Jeremiah, the prophet, frequently warned the kingof. 


Oo ee. 
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(a) Jehoiachin continued in-prifon till the death of Nebu- 
Sheabadeors buewhen hia fon fuccceded to the throne, he not 
Oley tesaned lim from his imprifonment, (which had continued 
thirty -teven years), but treated him with great humanity and 


But.the - 


vy Yaulon, Nor enter into any league with the Egyp-: 


S 





oF Fue Jin Woo. i 
the eviltendency ot his impious courls, and adimo- | ; 
nibed han toa returnittion. Plo who p cote Outtoe Vt 
hun the danger, as well as toliy, of relying on tie mile 
reprefentations of thule about him, or the predic. te 
tions of talle prophets, all or which would eventually 2 
prove as detulive as that relpectings che tes prians 
overcomingthe Babylomans. “edekish adaictced the 
propriety or che prophet’s oblervatian aad advice, 
and that it was conducive to his beit intereit,; bur 
fuch was the influence o: the wicked fuggeliious and 
corrupt principles of thofe with whom he was mioit 
intimate, as tu eflace any-good impreffion thar nughe 
have been wrought on him by the falutary countei 
of the prophet! ; 

Ezekiel, being at this very time in Babylon, forc- 
told the dettrudtion of the temple, and the calaniities 
attendant on the people, and tent his predictions‘in 
writing to Jerulalem. Vhe two prophets cxactly 
correiponded as to the taking the city by torce,, and 
Zedekiah’s being carried awidy captive; while there 
was an apparenc difagreemene between Ezekiel’s 
foretelling that Zedekiah fhould not fee Babylon, and 
Jeremiah’s affirming that the king himtclt fhould 
carry him prifoner there. This teeming inconfitt- fer. 32. 
ency, or at lealt diverfity of expreflion, induced Ze- peels te 
dekiah-to doube the truth of all the particulars in ingcontra- 
which they agreed; though the things foretold came dietign of 
to pals exactly according to their prophecies, as we the preps 
fhall render evident in their proper places. ag 

After an alliance of eight years between the kings 
of Babylon and Judah, the latter violated the treaty, 
and went over to the intereit of the Egyptians, not 
doubting but that thofe two powers united, would be revetts to 
able to crufh the imperious Nebuchadnezzar. But the Exyp- 
the Babylonian no fooner received intelligence of "“"* 
this revolt than he advanced with his army againit 
Zedekiah, laid his country-defolate, forced his cita- yyucatem 
dels, and proceeded immediately to the fiege of Je- again be- 
rujalem. The Egyptian, hearing of the critical fiesed. 
ficuation of his ally, pofted away to his relief, at the 
head of a powerful army, with a refolution to at- 
tempt the raifing the fiege. Nebuchadnezzar, upon 
intelligence of his march and defign, drew off his 


army, inet the Egyptians, gave them battle, van- ‘py. ging of 
out of Babylon 


quifhed, put them to flight, and drove them 
albSyria. In confequence of this temporary depar- avercomes 
‘ture from the fiege of jerufalem, the talle prophers ‘ Eeyp- 
: ° : = a : a vans. 

anal lied Zedekiah with their délufions, intimating, | 
that the king of Babylon would'no longer wage war zegetciah 
with him or his people, nor remove them from their fin amuted 
own country into Babylon, and chat thofe chen in by fall pro- 
captivity would return; and all the plate and trea- °° 
fure, which had been carried away, wowld be re- 
ftored co the temple. : 

But Jeremiah contradi&ed their groundlefs affe- 
verations, peremptorily charged them with impotture 
and delufion, and affirmed that ** The king of Ba- jeremiah 
“ bylon would renew the war, befiewe Jeritalens toretells the 
se ' a ; ; wae ayy, dedlruction 

again, deftroy the inhabitants by taraine, carry of yeruts. 
*Saway tholethat remained into captivity; rifle their jem, and the 
** private’ property, and fpoil their cemple: nay, that Pybylenih 
“he would lay it in athes, utterly overthrow cheir eo 
** city, and, laitly, they fhould ferve him and ‘his ; 
 woiterity feventy years.” Phe prophet added, thet, 
“On ctheexpiration of that term, the Medes and 
“© Perfians fhould deliver them from bondage, by 
** the utter extinction of the Babylonifh empire; that 
* chen they fhould be dilmiffed, return to their na- 
* tive land, rebuild the temple, and reftore Jeruta- 
“Jem. “Phele important declarations of the pro- 
phec had great effeét on the minds of the people ina 
zeneral: bue the leading men, and chote who were 
iardened in impiety, and abandoned co che gratifica- 
tions of fenfual defires, pronounced them the effu- 
fions of a diflempered brain, and treated them ac- 
cordingly. ‘ 

As Terciaiah was on his journey towards Anathoth, 
the place of his birth, about twenty furlongs diltanc 
from Jerufalem, he was mec on the way by one of the 
rulers, who took him into cuflody an pretence that 
he was a deferter, and going over to the king of 
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refpedt, allowing him an honourable maintenance, and giving 
bim the precedence of all other princeain Babylouw. ‘The proe 
phecy of Joremiah, however, wita amply lullilled, he (penaing 
the remainder of hiy days in the place of his captivity. 


Babylon, 


AN TLiGQuryTi ES or tur Jrmwis, 1 
prophet difuaded him from L.chouring any fuch to: 
picion, and affured him, that it he dclivered oy oe 
city, neither nimiell, family, nor the temple, Ways 
fuitain any injury. Upon thefe words Joeniah y 5 
difmiffed by the king, who charged him by nuns: 
to difeover what had paffed between them, not aa 
to the rulers, if they fhould come to a knowledee¢; 
his having, been fent for; and it they fhouldencus« 
into the caule, to pretend that he craved permiftion to 
{tand in his prefence, in order to folicit his ehlarze. 
ment. ‘Che prophet followed the king’s injunction, 
and gave that aniwer to thofe who made enquiry cy 
cerning the bufinefs of his attendance. " 


CHAP. XI. 


The taking of Ferufalem. Burning of the temple, an 
removal of the king and people ie Babylon. OT a 
ceffion of bigh-priefis. Nebuchadnezzar appoints Ge. 
daliah deputy-governor, who is afterwards taken off 
P ionee Ti z # Springs ane captive to Baby. 

._ Hiftory of Danie j. fons. Deati 
Of Neda and bis companions. Death 


HIE king of Babylon profecuted the _fieg 
I : ¢ Of akin 
_ Jerufalem with great vigour. He ereéted tow. Rene 
ers in order to repel thofe who ftood upon the walls, "7 
L Taos 


Babson. ‘Phe prophet difuwned the charge, and 
aves? that he was going to the place of his na- 
tivity; but the ruler, periifting in his accutations, 
caret him before fome magiitrates, who, alter 
examination, fentenced him to torture, and afterwards 
to imprifonment, in which he continued lome time. 
Iu tie ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah, on the 
tenth day of the tenth month, the king of Babylon 
made a fecond expedition againit Jerufalem, laid 
fiege to it cightcen months, and proiecuted the at- 
tack with the utmolt vigour. ‘he place, however, 
made an obllinate refiflance againft very powerful at- 
{nilants; and though there prevailed, at the fame 
time, amongit the inhabitants, both a peftilence and 
famine, the army exerted themfelves in a moft extra- 
ordinary manner. In this pofture, of affairs Jere- 
miah, in prifon, exhorted the multitude to open the 
eates, and receive the Babylonians into the city, as 
the only expedient to fave themfelves, their families, 
and the town, from inevitable ruin. He affured them 
that rhole who remained in the city mutt expect to pe- 
rifh cither by famine or the fword, whereas thofe 
who fled out co the enemy would fave their lives. 
3ut the heads of the peaple, notwith{tanding the 
extremity to which they were reduced, were fo tar 
trom attending to the prophet’s counfel, that they re- 
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Ieremih tothe prifon, took out Jeremiah, and let him down tialmanceuvres. The conteft was maintained for the 
muy pi, into a boggy pit, with a defign to put an end to fpace of eightcen months, when, through want of 
his life by fuffocation. While he was in this condi-. {/ provifions, and numbers {ufficient to repel the vigo- 
tion, a favourite servant of the king, by birth an rous attacks of the affailants, together with the in- 
Ethiopian, hatlened and informed him of the treat- || ceffant annoyance of darts *which the enemy dift Jee 
ment and fituation of the prophet, and offered it as charged at them from the towers; they were reduced “*" 
his humble opinion, that the rulers had not done || to the inevitable neceffity of a turrender. 
well in aggravating his misfortunes, by expofing Thus was the city of Jerufalem taken on the ninth 
him to adeath more grievous than that he could ex- day of the fourth month, in the eleventh year of the 
pect from his chains. reign of Zedekiah, by the commanders to whom the 
The king, prevailed on by the gencrous reprefen- bulineds of the fiege was committed by Nebuchadnez- 
tation of his favourite, re pented his leaving the pro- zar, who at that time was at Reblatha, ‘The names 
phet to the difcretion of his enemies, and therefore || of thefe commanders were Nergelear. Aremantus 
ordered the Ethiopian to take with him thirty trufty Emegar, Nabafaris, and Echanampfaris The city 
men of his own guards, with all neceflary imple- |} was taken about midnight; and when Zedekiah per- 
ments, and ule every.poifible and fpeedy endeavour ceived the officersenter thetemple, he took his wives, 
sansa i extricate the prophet from his pretent deplorable || children, friends, and leading men, _and with them 
Delivered fituation, The servant obeyed his orders, and re- |} fled out of the city through the deferc, When the 
oan leafed che prophet, who was foon after privately con- Babylonians received intelligence of this efcape irom 
lahwpian, duéted tothe king, who enquired of him, whether fome revolters, they purfued them carly next morn- 
he could procure him relief under his prefent circum- ing, overtook and furrounded them ata place near 
tlances. Jeremiah replied, that “ He could; bue thac Jericho. Zedekiah’s companions, perceiving the ap- 
the people would neither believe him, nor follow his proach of the enemy, abandoned him, and difperted 
countel, as all his pretended friends were averle to themielves, fecking their only protection in Highr. 
feiss him, deemed him an impoftor, and were continu- The king being thus deterted, tell into the hands of 
ec! ally meditating the means of his deftruction :” But his enemies, with his wives ’and children, and the 
Teva. where are thole men (continued the prophet) who |} finall remnant that adhered to him, all of whom 
deceived us, in declaring that the king of Babylon |} were brought. before Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah xe 
would wage war no more againft us? He added, that was no fooner prefented to the king of Babylon, thin © i 
if he was open and ingenuous with him, his life || he reproached him as ‘* A covenant-breaker, and the a 
hep. Might beac tlake. 1 he king then affured him, upon moft ungrateful of mifcreants, who, after he had 
phersade Oath, chat he would. neither himfelf take away his depofed Yehoiachia, and advanced him to the throne, 
vive, life, nor fuffer any of his people to do it; upon which |} had ufed his power againft the very man from whom 


prefenced him to the king as alunatic, a mutineer, 
and one who intimidated the people by vague con- 
jectures, and frantic reprefentations ; iuggelting, at 
the fame time, that the garrifon was able to detend 
the place to the lait extremity, if their ardour was 
not abated by a prognoftication of imaginary evils. 

‘Though the king was, in his own nature, neither il- 
liberal nor cruel, yet, to obviate a difpute with the 
rulers at fo eHtiGal a junéture, he left them to dif- 
poleof the prophet at their option, Having there- 
tore pained the moft defirable point, they haftened 

Ny 


he took courage, and advaled him by all means to de- 


liver up the city into the hands of the king of Ba- | 
This, he cold him, was the only means of ‘ 


bylon. 
{ecuring his own perlon, preventing the burning of 
the temple, and the demolition of the city: but if he 
purtued any ocher means, he was enjoined by Divine 
vuchority to afure him, he would entail upon himfelf, 
his family, and people, utter and inevitable deftruc- 
tion, and be conlidered as the auchor of all their ca- 
lamities, 

Z“edelkiah declared that he was difpofed to follow 
the advice given him, from a perlinfion it wag condu- 
cive to the public good, but exprefléd his fears lett 
thoie of his own country, who were already gone 
over to the Babylonians, fhould accufe, him to the 
king of Babylon, and thereby endanger his life. The 


The affailants, indeed, made every preparation for a 


general attack, while the place was defended with nutes. 


equal refolucion by the befieged, who had not only 
their enemies to encounter, but the complicated ca. 
lamities of peftilence and famirie. They ttood firm 
againit both force and ftratagem, oppofing invention 
toinvention, as if the point in difpute depended on 
military fkill; the affailants being determined to take 
the city, and the befieged retolved to deteat their et- 
forts by every exertion of prowefs and fkill in mar- 


he had received it.” Ffe added, that “‘ The great Dil- 
pofer of all Events, as.a punifhment for his trea- 


chery and ingratitude, had now reduced him to the 
abjedt itate of a vaffal and prifoner to him whole li- 


iy" ” 


berality he had fo flagrantly abufed. 


After this fevere, but juft, reproach, he com: a”, 
manded his children and adherents to be put to ae He 


in his prefence; and then that Zedekiah’s eyes {hou 
be put out, and the vanquifhed prince carric.t asa 
dreadful {peétacle in chains to Babylon, t 
fulfilled the refpective prophecies of Jeremiah ast, 
lizekiel, which Zedekiah ditregarded from a feeming 
contradiction between them, the Former foreecllings i 
that he fhould be taken captive to Babylon, and tpeuk 

to the king, face to face, and che Jatter, hac, he 


fhould be carried away to Babylon, and not fer Ha 
. willie 
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Book X. 
which he could not do; as he was brought blind 
thither. , . oo 

This may ferve to convince the moft ignorant and 
edulous of the power and, wifdom of the Al- 
giihe toe. mughcy, and the infallibilicy of his word refpecting 
geing events events in general. All the various dilpenfations of 
his providence concur to demonttrate the inimuta- 
bilicy of his gootinels and juftice; fo thac hence we 
may infer the danger and folly of indulging’a difbe- 

liet or chofe things which bear the janction of Di- 

ine authority. ‘ 

et hus Became extinét the race of kings defcended 

from David, after a fucceffion of twenty-one, in the 

{pace of five hundred and fitteen years, fix months, 

and cen days, including the twenty years or the reign 

of Saul, who was of another tribe. : 
After this Ggnal victory, che king of Babylon fent 

Nebuzar-Adan, his commander in chief, co Juruta- 

lem, with orders to rifle and burn the temple, and, 

atter laying che city level wich the ground, to carry 


RefleGion + 
of fulephus tac! 


End of the 
ingly fice 
sefiun Lrom 
David. 


qhecity of AWay: the Inhabitants captive to Babylon. Accord- 
icufilem, ingly, inthe eleventh year of Zedekiah, Nebuzar- 
wempley and Adan executed his commiffion, rifled the temple, 
Wied, taking away all the veffels of gold and filver, Solo- 
; mon’s gorgeous laver, with che brazen pillars and 
theirchapiters, and che golden tables and candleiticks. 
After a general pillage he fet fire to the temple, and 
then Jaid the palace and the ciry in afhes. “ihis me- 
morable event occurred.on the firtt day of the firth 
month, in.the eleventh year of che reign of Zedekiah, 

and eighteenth of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Upon the deltruétion ot Jeruialem, and the tranf- 
users portation of the inhabitants, Nebuzar-Adan cook 
viene With him prifoners, the high-prieft, Seraiah, and Se- 


rence fome haniah, next in facerdotal dignity ; three chief tu- 
miShes perintendants of the cemple ; the firft eunuch of the 
heptn = bed-chamber, with the king’s fecretary; and other 
chains ~~ smen of eminence, to the number of fixty ; all of 
whom were brought together to the king, then reli- 
denc-at Reblathis, a.city of Syria. The king com- 
manded the heads of the high-prieft, and the leading 
men, to be ftruck off in that city; but the aggregate 
body of prifoners, with Zedekiah himfelf, they car- 
ried to Babylon. Jehozaback, the high-prieft, and 
jon of Seraiah, that was put to death, was taken and 
bound along with them. . : 
Having enumerated the fucceffion of kings in due 
order from father tojon, I deem it neceffary to ob- 
ferve the fame method with refpect to the high- 
priefts, who, from timeto time, exerciled the fupreme 
dJacerdotal office. 
The fir high-prieft, after the building of Solo- 
Faumeree Mon’s temple, was Zadok. Then came his fon Ahi- 
haloes maaz; and after Ahimaaz, Azariah, and fo forward, 
inmihe Joram, Ifus, Axioramus, Phideas, Sudeas, Julus, Jo- 
taliagto tham, Urias, Nerias, Odeus, Saldumus, Elcias, Sa- 
‘ecw reas, and Tehozadack, who was carried away captive 
wy of + 3 : : 
tstenste, CO Babylon. _Thefe handed down the pontificate in 
2 continued fucceffion in their families from genera- 
10n co Beneration, ; 
Upon the king’s return to Babylon, Zedekiah was 
committed to.prifon, where he died, and. was in- 
terred magnificently in the royal fepulchre ofthatcity. 
Doth of ‘Lhe holy vefléls taken out of the temple of Jerufalem 
sh were dedicated to the idol gods of the country. ‘The 
captuves were fixed in habitations, and Jehozadack 
was fet aclibercy. ' 
Nebuzar-Adan, the’ general, who brought away 
the people captive, lefe the multitude and the de- 
Gavi {€rters to the charge of Gedaliah, the fon of Ahikam, 
‘werthe 2 Mian eminent for probity and generofity, who al- 
ncn lotted each individual fuch a portion of land to im- 
. Prove, on condition of paying a ftipulated tribute to 
the king. ‘I'he prophet Jeremiah was alfo difcharged 
Tg 12em his Iimprilonment; and the king having enjoined 
ed with the Zevernor to pay him particular atrention, Geda- 
wt, Hah fignified to the prophet.a defire of his accompa- 
nying him to Babylon; but Jeremiah replied, chat 
he was not difpofed to remove, bur wifhed to remain 
there, and fhare in the miferies of his countrymen. 
couzar-Adan hearing the propher’s refolution, g.ve 
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whe Mizpah was fituated on the eaft fide of the river Jo:dan, 

in as in the divifion of the land, fell to the tribe of Dan ; and 

ere it was tha: Gedaliah either chole to fx his habitation, or, 
No. 14, 
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ftriét charge to Gedaliah to fee ‘him amply provided 
for, made him feveral valuable prefents himielf, lei'c 
him, and returned to Babylon. Jeremiah took up 
his abode at Mizpah, having firit obtained of the 
Sovernor the liberty of Baruch, the ton ot Neriah, 
aman of noble birth, and well vericd in the language 
of his country, whom he tclefied as his conm-anion. 

When the deferters, who had ablconded ferufalen 
during the time of thefiege, heard of the burning and 
dacking -of the city, and the return of the Buoylo- 
nians into theirown country, they repaired, from all 
quarters where they had iecrered chemfelves, to Ge- 
daliah, ac Mizpah (@). ‘The principal men amongit 
them were Johanan, the fon of Careah, Jaazaniah,and 
Saraiah, withfomeothers. Befides thefe was Hhmzel, 
a perfon of royal extraction, but of a bate and de- 
praved diipoiition. ‘this man, at the'time of the 
fiege, fled to Sathal, king of che Ammonites, for 
retuge, with whom he ajterwards continued. 

Upon theapplication of taele fugitives coGedaliah, 
he gave them encouragement to continue there, and 
plant colonies, aifuring them they might live quiecly 
without the leait interruption or annoyance trom the 
Babylonians; and binding himfelt upon oath to af- 


fert their cauie, if any man fhould preiume to give’ 


them moleitation. Ee lett them to make choice of 
the cown or place of their refidence, and offered to 
Jend fome of hig own people with them, to affitt in fit- 
ting uptheirhabications ; but admonifhed them by no 
means to neglect the feaion of providing for the nexc 
vintage and harvelt, chat chey night not want corn 
and oil the enfuing winter for their fubfiftence. Hay- 
ing given them this encouragement and affurance, he 
left every man at liberty to difpoie of himfelf in fuch 
a manner as he might deem moft expedient. 

The report of Gedaliah’s humanity and generofity 
towards the fugitives; who applied to him for pro- 
tection, gained him fo great a reputation throughouc 
the countries that bordered on Jucaza, that che inha- 
bitants reforted to him from all parts, and fpeedily 
formed a conliderable colony, having land aflfigned 
them in property, on conditicn of paying a itipa- 
lated tribute to che king of Babylon. 

Johanan, and the ret of the principal men of the 
Jews, retaining the moft grateful fenfe of the huma- 
nity and generofity of Gedaliah towards their fugi- 
tive countrymen, deemed it their incumbent duty, 
from a principle of the profoundeft refpedct, to ad- 
vife him ofa confpiracy formed againit him by the 


king of the Ammonites, Inconjunction with Ifhmacl, 


who was to take him off by treachery, and,-being of 
the royal line, by that means feize on the government 
of Judeea. They intimated to the governor, at the 
fame time, thar the only -mezns co prevent the execu: 
tion of fo horrid adefign, would be privately to dil- 
-patch Ifhmael, which, with his concurrence, they 
would undertake to do, apprehenfive that, if fo bale 
and injuriousa perion was not ipeedily reniwved from. 
amoneit them, he would eventually prove the ruin of 


the Ifraelites in general. 
Gedaliah, a man of a generous temper, and not 


’ prone co entertain jealoulies of others, was unwilling 


to give credit to what had been relatedto him. He 
told them hethoughtritimpoflible that any rhan could 


- be fo barbarous and ungrateful, orfo far deviate from 


all fenie of moral obligation, as to ieek the deftruc- 
tion of one whom, by all the ties of honour and hof- 
pitaliry, he was bound to defend and preferve even 
at the hazard of his own life. Fie farther obferved, 
that, admitting the truth of what had been told, he 
could not fo far violate the laws of hofpirality, as to 
take away the life ofa man who had fhelrered himielf 
under his Dior eee and histriends, find- 

ectual, refpectfuily tcok their 
departure, 


In the courfe of about a month after Gedaliah 
had received this information and advice, Ifbmiacl, 
with fome of his friends, paid him 2 vifit at Mizpah, 
where they were treated with every inftance of ho!pi- 
talicy and refpect. Being invited to a fumpcuous ca- 
tercainment, [fhmael feized on what he thoughe che 





perhaps, was ordered to fixit, becaufcit lay nearer than any other 
place ts Babvisn, from whence he was to receive his inftruSions 
with refpect to the ad:niniftration uf che guvernment. 


Rr 





moi 


157 


The Jews 
that were 
difperfed 
conte ta 
Gedaliahs. 


Gedaliah 

deals cans 
didly with, 
the Jews. 


The heads 
ot the fews 
in vain ap~ 
priee Geuae 
liah of a dee 
fign upon 
hits bite, 
jer, xt, 








153 ANTIQUITIES 
moft favourable opportunity for carrying his, exe- 
crable defign into execution, nor did he tail taking 
advantage of it. In the midlt of the entertainment, 
when conviviality and intoxication prevailed, Ifhmael, 

. and his companions, fuddenly arofe from the table, 

Gedaliah and falling on the governor, not only put him to 

and his B . BD D 3 . ee 

guets bare Ceath, but all the guards who were prefent. Being 
barouly = now the dead of the night; and the inhabitants of the 
eae city carelefsly fecure, they fallied into the ftreets, 

“""~ flaughtering all they could find; whether Jews or 
ected Babylonians, without diftinétion. The day aiter this 
mafiacre, horrid trantaétion took place, it happened thata party 


prefents to Gedaliah, in’ acknowledgment of their 
fubjection to his government. Ifhmacl being apprized 
oftheir arrival, went, accompanied by his compa- 
nions, fome way trom Mizpah to meet them, which 
he had no fooner done, than he offered to conduct 
them to the governor's houle. The offer was readily 
accepted; but they had no fooner arrived there, than 
Uhmael and his companions fhut the doors upon 
them, fell on and flew them, caufing the bodies after- 
f wards to be thrown into a pit, where they might be 
concealed. Some few of the number were fpared, in 
conlequence of their promifing to make a difcovery 
of tome treafure, and other valuable commoditics, 
which were hid under ground in an adjacent field. 
: Ithmael, after thefe horrid maffacres, took away 
Many ofthe with him captive thecommon peopleof Mizpah, with 
Tiedaway their wives and children, and, amongft the reit, two 
captive, to- perfons of diltinétion, daughters of Zedekiah, whom 
grihes wih Nebuzar-Adan had left under the immediate care of 
daughters, Gedaliah. When Johanan, andthereft ofthe principal 
men, heard of the horrid barbarities committed by 
Tfhmael, and that he was potting with thenews of his 


Ifa! is 
purfued by exploirs.co the king ofthe Ammonites, they collected 
{ohanans |, a confiderable body of armed men, went in purfuit, 
arerefeued: aNd overtook him atthe fountain of Hebron. As 
Uhmael cf {oon asthecaptives who were with him taw Johanan, 
capes with they rejoiced exceedingly, and immediately ran over 
eight of his : . : : > 1 
party. to his party; while Ishmael, with only eight of his 
companions, made their elcape to the king of the 
Ammonites, : : 
. Johanan, in the mean time, with the people he had 
refcued outofthe hands of [fimael, eunuchs, women, 
and children, retired toa certain place called Mandra, 
where’ they abode one day; being determined to re- 
move from thence into Egypt, lett the Babylonians 
fhould revenge on them the murder of their governor, 
- While this matter was in agitition, they entered into 
. arefolution of applying to the prophet Jeremiah, and 
ene con{ulting him on their prefent critical firuation. 


The prophet promifed them his beft advice and af- 

fiftance; and, at the expiration of ten days, he received 

a Divinecommiffion to inform Johananand the other 

rulers, “* That if they continued where they were, the 

** Almighty would affilt and fecure them againit any 

“injury trom the Babylonians, whom they fo much 

- dreaded, but that if, after chis promonition, they 

The “* were determined to go into Kgypt, they might ex- 

y are “ce C . . . . 3 : 

enjoinednot “* pect he fame vindictive judgment for difobedience, 

togointo = © xs had fallen on their brethren before them.” 

Hoypt. Though the prophet affured them that this mef- 
fage was delivered to them at the Divine command, 
they doubted its authenticity, imagining it could not 
be confiftene with the Divine will that. they fhould 

: continue where they were. Suppofing it, therefore, 

Difohey the WN Invention of the prophet, to gratify Baruch his. 

Divine wil, difciple, and expofe them to the refentment of the 
Babylonians, Johanan, and the people under him, in 
contempt of the Divine commiflion by the propher, - 
went away into Egypr,and took with them jeeuiak 
and Baruch.. 

: Upon their arrival, the prophet received Divine 

Phe peehet intimation, that the king of Babylon fhould bringan 

fate of the Army into Lgype; and was therefore commanded to 

fugitive tell the people that Egypt fhould be taken, that 
part of them thould-be flain, and part carried away 

. captive to Babylon, which accordingly ciime to pafs. 

Por, in the filth year after the dettrnétion of Jerufa- 


phet Jere. 
‘miah is 
vonfulted, 








jem, and the twency-third of Nebuchadnezzar, he - 


madi an inroad into Coclo-Syria, and, upon fubduing 
it, carried the war forward to the Ammonites and 
Rivabites; and when he had reduced thet to fubjec- 
tion, made a furious incurfion into Egypt, flew the 
then king, tet up another in his place, and carried 


of fourfcore men came to Mizpah,-in order to offer _ 


or THE JEWS. Boox x 


away the Jews that were found there a fecond time 
captives to Babylon. . 

Such was the miferable ftate of the Hebrew nv. 
tion, in having been twice carried away beyond the 
Euphrates: for the ten tribes were tranfported firft 
by the Affyrians out of Samaria, in the reign of 
Hofea; and afterwards the other two by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of the Babylonians, upon the taking of 
Jerufalem. ; 

Salmanezer tranfplanted the Chuthites into the 
country of the Ifraelites, out of the heart of Media ™ tu. 

- OS dente 

and Perfia; and they were called Samarians from the Hoa 
name of the place into which they were thus tranf- Semaine 
planted: But the king of Babylon carried away the ™ S:=. 
other two tribes without introducing any other into" 
their country. For this caufe Judea; with Jerufa- 
Jem, and the temple, lay wholly abandoned for the 
{pace of feventy years. The interval between the 
captivity of the ten tribes, and the tranfmigration of 
the other two, proved to be one hundred and thirty- 
years, fix months, and ten days. . 

Among the number of captives carried away by ie 
Nebuchadnezzar, kingof Babylon, weremany youths Ne 
of the firft diftinétion, whom the conqueror, in can- perinents 
Jequencs of their great natural abilities; kept in his «= 
pa 








ticno! 


ace, and employed propér tutors to inftruct them fa. 
in the language and learning of the Chaldeans. ‘The you's 
moft con{picuous-amongtt thefe were Daniel, Ana- mt: 
nias, Mifhael, and Azariah. As it was the cuftom ™™™* 
amongft conquerors, to change the names of their 
captives, efpecially when they were to ferve in any 
capacity about the court, their names were changed 
as follow: Daniel was called Beltefhazzar; Ananias, 
Shadrack; and Azariah, Abednego. “The king held pusic xa 
thefe youths in high efteem for.che fweetnefs of their his onp- 
difpolition, theiraffiduous application tolearning, and 0";*, 
their extraordinary progrefs in ufeful knowledge; in- fngzta 2 
fomuch, that orders were given for their daily fupply “2 
of meat and wine from the royal table. But Daniel, 
being a devout obferver of the religion of his coun- 
try, and determined to abide by the precepts it en- 
joined, concerning the eating of {ome living creatures, 
defired Afchanes, the chief eunuch, who had them in pyr, 
charge, that, inftead of the delicacies which the king sins: 
fent them from his own table, they might have pulfe rus. 
or dates, or any other ordinary food that had no lite 
in it; as a plain dict would be moft agreeable to their 
palates. ‘Theeunuch told them he was-entirely dif- 
pofed to gratify their inclination; but if fuch indif- 
ferent diet fhould caufe them to look not fo well as 
thofe who lived on better food, the king might take 
offence, and it might endanger his life. Finding the 
eunuch not entirely averfe to the propofal, they ur- 
ged him to permit them to make the experiment only 
tor ten days, and after that, if he found the leatt 
change in their habit or complexion, he might bring 
them back to their fumptuous fare. The eunuch was 
prevailed upon to make the trial; and when he found 
them fo far from being worfe for the alteration, that 
they improved both inthe habit of their bodies, and 
their intellectual faculties, he made no further icru- 
ple of complying with their defires, bur gave them 
juch diet as.they requefted, and kepr the allowance 
from the royal table for his own ufe, 

‘This abitemious mode of living agreed fo well 
with Daniel and his companions, that it produced an 
apparentgood effect in preferving themin a ftate both 
of mind and body, fit tor ftudy or labour, being nei- 
ther furfeited with variety, or effeminated by luxury. 
In fhort, through the means of temperance and dil- 
cipline, their fpirits were kept clear and active, as ap- 
peared from their .aftonifhing progrefs in the He- 
brew and Chaldee languages. Daniel, indeed, ex- 
ceeded the reft, and foon appeared to poffefs -mott Their 
fingular knowledge in the underftanding; and inter- e682 
pretation of dreams. 2 

About two years after the deftrudction of Egypt .....1 
Nebuchadnezzar had an extraordinary dream, which vn 
fo impreffed his a as to make him very uneafy: ; 
and what contributed to his perplexity was, that he en. 
could not recollect the fubftance of it. To affilt hts jen 
recolletion in this particular, he fummoned all his-ps. * 
wile men, as Chaldeans, Magi, and the prophets, 
and told them, that he had an extraordinary dream, 
the fubftance of which -he had forgotten, and there- 


fore demanded of them the interpretation. They 
anfwered, 
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anfwered, Uiat they could readily give him the inter- 
pretation, provided they knew the dream; but with- 
out thac it wouldbe mpotiible. his antwer farther 
irritated the hing, who mimediatcly gave orders thar 
wall chewilemen in Babyloa thould be put todeath,. 
ads toon as Daniel heard the caule of this dreadful 
decree, and had reaton to apprehend that he and his 
companions might be included in it, he immediately 
repaired to Arioch, the captain of the king’s guards, 
requelting to know the crime tor which they were to 
die. The captain intormed him, that the king hada 
dream which he had forgotten, and that they were to 
die becaule they could not tell him the fubftance. 
. Daniel requeited him to procure him a reprieve for 
 onenightonly,and he would not defpair of giving him 
the fatisraction he equi, as he had caufe to ap- 
_ prehend that, by the Divine affiftance, he fhould be 
enabled fo to do. The captain related to the kin 
the particulars that had_paffed between him an 
Daniel, in conlequence of which the, execution was 
relpited, to try the effect of the experiment. : 
Nebuchadnezzar having complied with Dariel’s 
requeit, he immediately went home, and related the 
- whole matter to his companions, befeeching them to 
join in prayer with him, that God would be pleafed 
to reveal to him this great and important fecret, 
whereby not only their lives, but alfo thote of all rhe 
wife men_in Babylon, might be faved. The inter- 
ceflion of Daniel and his companions was heard; and 
that very night he received, ina vifion, not only the 
dream icfélt, buca full interpretation of it, in order that 
he migh. communicate the whole matter tothe king. 
Daniel was io traniported with this fignal initance 
of the Divine favour and regard, that ‘he rofe early 
in the morning, encouraged his companions, now 
brought to the very brink of defpair, by affuring 
them, that they might diffipate their fears, and reft in 
fecurity. When they had joined in their acknow- 
ledgments to the Almighty for his fignal interpofi- 
tion in their behalt, Daniel went to Arioch, the cap- 
tain of the guards, defiring him to introduce him to 
the king, with aflurance that he fhould have full 
fatistaction as to the particulars and interpretation 
of hisdream. Arioch, happy in this intelligence, 
and pleafed with the thought of avoiding the execu- 
tion of the king’s decree, readily complied with Da- 
niel’s requett, and conducted him to the palace. 
When he was admitted to the king’s pretence, he 
modettly confeffed, that he did not arrogate to him- 
telf more wifdom than the Chaldeans and Magi, 
though, upon their inability to difcover his dream, be 
had undertaken to give him full information. He 
acknowledged that ic was not through his own pre- 
{eience, or his pofleffing an underitanding fuperior to 
the refit, but purely haa h the Divine mercy and 
Soodnels, which interpofed in a time of imminent 
chinger, at his interceffion, for his own life, and thote 
of his nation, and manifetted to him both the dream 
und the interpretation. “He oblerved, that he had 
hot been fo folicitous for the fafery of himlelf and his 
companions, as for the prevention of the ;deaths of 
Jo many worthy men, who had fo fevere a fentence 
Pronounced againit chem, for not being able co do 
that which could not be accomplifhed but by a fu- 
pernatural power, He then proceeded in words to 
the following purport: 






“ Your mind, O king, was agitated in your fleep, 
oor ¢ CONCCrHING the fucceffion of the empire of the 
he? g World on your demife. The dream had a tendency 
© to folve that matter, and point out to you chole 
« Who will rule when you are no more. You faw a 
_ lLirge image, or ftatue, ttanding before ou; the 
_ Pead was gold, the fhoulders and arms fi ver, the 
belly ana thighs brats, and the legs and feet iron. 
ou then law aftone broken off from a Mountain; 
«the tall on the image overthrew ic, and broke it lo 
« Hull, thac the duit of the gold, filver, brafs, and 
cc 1PM, Was as light as chal, and carried away by a 
w Oe OF wind’ to the furthermo{t parts of the 
«fet the {tone increafing, to fuch a magnitude, 
oUt it lay like a mountain upon the face of the 
earth? (a) 
ae 
d (a) By the diffrent emblems in the interpretation of this 
team, was dignified to Nebuchadnezzar the four grand cmpirca 
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Daniel, having: thus related the dream, proceeded 

thus to give the interpretation : 

cee the head of gokd denotes y ourfelfy and the kings 
of Babylon, your predeceilurs. ‘Phe hands and ea 


is fhoulders portend that two kings fall fubvert your 

cc, SMPire, and afterwards theirempire fhal be fubvert- 

(ed by another king coming from the wed in armour 

«ot brals, and he is to belubdued, in proceis of cime, 

. by another in iron, which, in its nature, is ttronger 
than gold, and not to be refilled.” 

Daniel alio gave an interpretation of the ftone, 
which I fhal} pals over in this place, as | have under- 
taken to write of things palit, and’ not of things to 
come. ‘Thofe who are delirous of prying into future 
events, are referred to the Book of Daniel, as ic 
itands upon facred record. 

Nebuchadnezzar was fo aftonifhed at this wonder- ‘ 
ful difcovery of his dream, and the interpretation of The kins 
it, that, after proitrating himfelf before Daniel, he here." 
appointed Divine honours to be done him: nor upon Da 
would this ferve him without giving him the name ™" 
of his god, Beltefhazzar.” Ele made him ruler of 
the whole province, and appointed feveral of this kin- 
dred to offices of dignity. This drew fuch an envy 
upon them as to endanger their lives, through a dif- 
guit the king took on the following occafion: 

He cauled an image of gold to be made fixty cu- 
bits in height, and fix in breadth, and placed it in 
the great plain of Babylon. He fummoned, upon the 
dedication of it, the greac men and officers through- image. 
out all his dominions, making proclamation that, P2*! 
upon hearing the found of the trumpet, they fhould 
all tall down and worfhip the image, upon pain of 
being ca{t into the fry furnace. . 

Accordingly, upon the found .of the trumpet, all 
the people tell down and worlhipped, Daniel and his 
kindred excepted, who refufing co do it, from a re- 
verence to the laws of their country, were inrormed 
againit, and caft into the fre; but, through aimerci- 
tul Providence, their lives were prelerved ‘The 
flame, as it were, fufpended the very nature of its ‘The won- 
devouring quality in favour of the innocent, tor they devil iss 
were not fo muchas fcorched. ‘This miraculous in- aca "3 
terpofition of the Divine power and gocdnefs, in ce 


Nebuchad~ 
Nezzar ets 

Upa goiden 
image, 


1/1 companions 


their. deliverance and juftification, recommended tremshe 
them‘to the king’s efteem in tuch a degree, that they Sevouing 
were more honoured and careffed, if poffible, than Dan. 3. 
they had been before. : 

Soon after this fingular circumftance in favour of 


the worfhippers of the true God, who refuted to bow 


down:to idols, Nebuchadnezzar had another dream, 
as furprifing as theiormer. It was, ** That being ex. 
pelled from the kingdom, helived even years amonatt 
the beafts of the foreft,and was afterwards reftored to 
his former ilate_and dignity.” § Upon this occafion, 
the king again fent for the Mia i, and demanded of: 
them the interpretation, But they were es incapable 
of expounding this dream, which he perfeétly re- “ 
membered, as they were of the former, which he had 
entirely forgotten, Recourfe was therefore, from 
neceffity, had to Daniel, who gave him che interpre- Panieting 
tation, and his prediétion was conlirmed by the ttrprets it 
event; for, after an interval of leven years tolitude in 

the delert, during which no seen was made to 

{eize on his government, the Alinighty was pleated 

to reftore him ‘to his regal authority. 


A fecond 
dreams 


Let me not incur cenlure for reprefenting chings in joreshus 
my writings minucely as [ find them in ancient hit: Winslicates 
dimfel 


tory; tor t have obviated all caule for this cenlure, } 

. ‘ : ‘ ede : from iWihes 
by a public declaration, at the commencement of yi"tenturg 
this work, that it fhould be my itudy and endeavour 
to acquit mylelf as an impartial and faichtul tranfla- 
tor of the hittory from the Mebrew into the Greck, 
and to adhere precifely to the original, without addi- 
tion or diminution, oo od. 

Nebuchadnezzar was.a prince of an active difpofi- 


tion, and much more fortunate than any of his pre- yee 
deceffors. Fle departed this life after he had reigned nese, 
forty-three years. Tellimony 


Berolus, inthe third book ofthe Chaldean Hiftory, at heron 
. : . ee : : 
writes concerning him thus: Nebuchadnoter, the concerning 
* father, underflanding chat a certain great officer, him 
46 to 
ofthe world; namely, the Chaldean, Perfian, Grecian, and 


Roman, ‘The Afyrian or Chaldean is reprefented by gold, be- 
caule. 
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*© tg whom he had committed the government of 


~* Jeeypr, Coclo-Syria, and Phoenicia, was fallen off 


“oer 


Magatthe- 
Nes, 


Diveles, 
Philottratus 


Evil-Mero- 
dach fuc- 






prefers jee 
hoiakiar, 





“ from his allegiance, and not being in bodily con- 
“ dition himfelf to fuftain the fatigues of a war in 
“ hisown perfon, fenchisfon, Nebuchadnezzar, with 
“© part of his army, to reduce him to obedience. He 
“ went, found him out, fought, overcame him, and 
“© broughe back the revolted provinces to their duty. 
“© His tather, in the mean time, was taken off bya 
* ficknefs at Babylon, in the twentry-firft year of his 
reign. The young prince had_no fooner, intelli- 
* gence of this event, than he applied himfelf to the 
* fetrling of his affairs in Egype, and.the reft of the 
* provinces; and recommended to fome particular 
‘¢ triendsthe charge of conveying his prifoners, Jews, 
“© Syrians, Phoenicians, and P.gyptians, to Babyion, 
“with the army and baggege, while he himlelf, 
* with admall retinue, took his way thither over the 
“ deferr. Dhe government was relerved for him in 
“¢ the mean time by the Chaldeans, and jecured in 
“© fis abfence by the principal men cill his return ; fo 
“¢ that, when he entered upon the government, he 
“¢ was eftablifhed in the full poffeffion of his paternal 
“¢ empire. Elis firtt care was to makea well-arranged: 
“ diftribution of hiscaptives intocolonies; and atter 
** chat to adorn the cemple of Belus, and other reli- 
*¢ cious places, with the fpoils taken in battle. He 
“© repaired and enlarged the ancient buildings of the 
“© city, and’raifed works upon the banks of the river, 
*¢ to prevent all approaches of an enemy. He erected, 
** three walls, or entrenchments, within the bounds of 
“¢ the city, and_as many without, and they were all 
“* compofed of brick. Having thus fortified the 
“¢ city, heornamentcd the gates with a curious fron- 
“ tilpiece ; and built another palace, contiguous to 
* thatofhis father, with all poffible arc and magni- 
* ficence. ‘Che particulars of this flately edifice are 
“© too numerous for inferticn in this place ; therefore 
“© Tthall only obferve, as worthy of notice and ad- 
miration, that it was finifhed in fifteen days! In 
* this building there were vaft {tones, fupported 
“upon arches, that appearcd like mountains fuf- 
*© bended in the air; and they were planted on the 
“© fummir with feveral forts of trees, In compliment 
* ro the queen, who, being a Median, was fondly 
** defirous to lee fome artificial relemblance of the 
** gardens and rarities of her own country.” . 
Magafthenes, in the fourth volume of his Hiftory 


ann 


“ 


a 


cen nae 


- of India, makes mention of thefe garden works, and 


reprefents this king, borh for his enterprizes and his 
performances, as fuperior to Hercules himfelf, hay- 
ing fubcued the greateft part of Lybia and Iberia. 
Diocles writes of this monarch in the fecond book 
of his Perfian Fiittory; as does Philoftratus, in his 
acccuntof the Phoenicians and Indians, that this 
prince, in the days of Ithobal, king of ‘Vyre, main- 
tained a fiege of thirteen years againft that town. 
Vhele are all the hiftorians, within the compafs of 
my knowledge, who have written concerning this king, 


; CHAP. XI. 


Netuchednexzar fucceeded ly Evil-Merodach, who li- 
berases ‘Feboiakin.  Succefjion down to Belfbazzar. 
Cyrus and Darius befiere bim in Babylon. Daniel 
expounds a vifion to hin. Is careffed ky Darius. His 
extraordinary deliverainces aid predictions. 


ON the death of Nebuchadnezzar, the govern- 
ment of Babylon develved to his fon, Evil-Me- 
caufe iz was the firit, the moit fplendid, the mott magnifi- 
cnt, if not che meik extenfive ; and king Nebuchadnezzar, 
being then upon the throne, is faid to be ene head of ie. That 





* of filver reprefents the Perfianempire, founded by Cyrus on the 


ruins cf the Chaldean, but inferior to it, ac leattin its dura- 
tion, if notin its extent. ‘hat of brafs isthe Grecian empire, 
founded by Alexander en the ruins cf the Perfian 3 and its 
ch.tacker is. that it Mould dear rate ever all the earth, Dan. i. 
3y. which was verified in its great founder ; for, upon his re- 
carn fr to Rabylon, the ambafladors of almoft all the 
brown pa vould reforted thither, to pay their homage 
ail aeknowledem of his dominion. ‘T'hat of iron is the 
Roman empire, wien isd irguithed hy its breakiag in pieces,, 
ast iubduiag all things. For, vuring the time ir wasin its fall 
hoonath aad our, ander its coniuls and firft empciors, it 

Jomicicen all the kingdoms and itates that 


Livugns usc 
Were thea fu Eusope, Africa, and a great part of 
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rodach, who immediately releafed Jehoizkim, king 
of Jerufalem, from his confinement,’ honoured him 
with many prefents, repofed in him a particular con. 
fidence, and made him -chief governor of his palace 
at Babylon. His father, indeed, had ignobly violated 
his‘faith with Jehoiakim, in making him his pritoner 
after having voluntarily delivered himfelf up, with 
his wife, children, end kindred, from the patriotic 
mode of faving his country. Onthe demile of Ey}. p 
Meredach, after a reign of eighteen years, he was & 
fucceeded by his fon Nigliffar, who, having reigned ¥' 
forty years, the government fell, by right hereditary, 1: 
to his fon Labotardochus, who retained it only nine ® 
months, afrer which irdevolved on Belshazzar, called, go 
by the Babylonians, Naboandel. pitta 

Cyrus, king of the Perfians, and Darius, king of ; 
the Medes, made war upon this prince ; and while o 
they lay before Babylon, there appeared to Belfhag. rua 
zara moft extraordinary vifion. As he was regaling 
himtelf in a fpacious room, with his courtiers and 
concubines, he ordered the veffels of gold and filver, 
which Nebuchadnezzar ‘had taken out of the temple 
of Jerufalem, to be brought thither, and converted 
to_the purpoies of conviviality; though he had al- 
ready amoft magnificent fervice of plate, and they 
had never heretofore been put to any kind of ute. 
To add to this irftance of their criminality, when 
they became intoxicated, they added blafphemy to tt: 
prophanation. In the midft of their mirth and jol-* 
lity, the king was thrown into the utmoft terror and ° 
conflernation by the appearance of an hand, which Aerts 
wrote on the wall, in three-words, the fentente Of his wires 
condemnation. Fie immediately fent for the mott renee 
expert of the Magi, to tell him the meaning of the “*™* 
words that were marked on the plaifter: but when 
they were not able to make the leaft difcovery, Bel- 
fhazzar was under fuch agitation of mind, that he 
caufed a proclamation to be made, that whoevercould 
explain the writing, and give him the fignification, 
fhould have, as a reward, a golden chain and purple 
veftment; nay, the third place of rulein his domi- 
nions. This proclamation induced the Magi to ex- 
ert their utmoft fkill to find out the import of the 
writing; but they were as defective as they had becn 
upon the former occafion. : 

While the king was labouring under a ftate of the 
moft anxious and tormenting fufpenfe, his grand- 
mother told him, for his encouragement, “ That 
there was a certain captive, who came from Judea, a 
Jew by birth, brought thither by Nebuchadnezzar, 
whofe name was Daniel, famed for his fagacity in’ 
folving the moft intricate.matters that could poffibly 
be propounded to him.” She added, that he had 
brought to light fuch things, and anfwered fuch 
queftions to Nebuchadnezzar, as ‘defeated the fkill 
of the moft learned in his kingdom when they were 
confulted. She therefore defired he would fend for 
him, and enquire of him concerning the writing; 
giving him full encouragement, at the fame time, to 
ipeak the truth, though it fhould make againtt him, 
on the means of folving his doubrs, and expofing the 
ignorance and inability of pretenders. 

Upon this advice Belfhezzar-caufed Danie] to be 
fent for; profeffing, indeed, that he had heard of his (* 
extraordinary fagaciry, and that he apprehended him \, 
to be the molt capable perfon in the world to diving 
the truth of a matter inexplicable to all others. 
When Daniel was brought into the royal pretence, 
the king put the queftionto him, declaring, thatif 
he folved it, he fhould be rewarded with the prelents, 


Afia; but, from that time, it hecame a mixture of iron and 
clay. Its emperors proved moft of them vicious and corrupt, 
either, by their tyranny, making themfelves hateful to their fub- 
jeéts, or, by their follies and vices, contemptible. Laftly, that 
of the ftone out of the mountain is the fifth monarchy, or the 
kingdom of the Meffiah ; which, againft all the power and 
policy of the Roman empire, prevailed, not by an excernal forces 
but by the powerful preaching of the gofzel, te the fupprefiion 
and defeat of wickednels and impiety, idulatry and faperitition 
and it fhal! fland forever, end never be deftroyed. Dan. 3. 44+ 
which can be faid of no cther kingdom than that of Jefus Chrilt, 
which, for thofe feventeea hundred years and upwards, has 
wichitood the violence of perfecutions, and allozher conzrivances 
formed againit it, and has the fure promifes of its Almighty 
Founder on its fide, that r4e gares of bell foull not prevuil agai 
é#, Matt. xvi. 18. 
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and honours fpecified in the proclamation he had 
caufed to be made throughout his dominions, and 
which would {pread his fame chroughoue the world, 
when itfhould be known that he had acquired them 
by his wifdom. 2 ee oi 
Daniel modeftly declined receiving the offers pro- 
poied, obferving that wifdom was a Divine girc, and 
not to becorrupted by bribes, but, onthecontrary, be- 


ftowing its benefits freely on thofe who jeek them; tor . 


which caufe he would proceed to explain the writing. 


“ The writing (faid he) denotes that your death 
“is at hand, as you have.not taken warning trom 
the judgments that betell your great ancellor, for 
“his Contempt of God, and neglect of the exercile 
‘of piety and virtue. You cannot but know that 
“6 Nebuchadnezzar was banifhed human fociety, and 
“ jentenced to the life and condition of a bealt; 
“ though it pleated the Almighty, on his contrition 
* and fupplication, to reftore him co his former itate 
“aga man and a monarch, which fignal inltance of 
“Divine mercy he adored and ceicbrated during 
“the remainder of his Jive: but this exaniple 1s lo 
“ far trom having a due influence on you, and thule 
“ around you, that you are guilty of the mont fla- 
“ orane blaiphemy, and glory in che prophanacion of 
“the vefictls declicated to che mutt folemn tervices. 
“ By thele impious courles you have drawn upon 
“ your head the Divine vengeance; and the inteat of 
“the writing is to demoniirare to you the conle- 
“quence. MEINE, which lignifies zaaer, intimates 
“ thacthe days both of your lire and icign are nuni- 
“bered, or, that you have but a {hort time to live. 
“ TEKEL, which fgnifies weigbt, intimates that 
“you have been weighed in the balance of Divine 
“Juftice, and found wanting. J’iktARES, which 
““fionifies a fragment, intimates that your kingdom 
“‘fhall be diviaed, and given to the Medes and 
“ Perfians.? & 


Belfhhazzar, having heard this dreadful fentence 
pronounced by Daniel, could not but be itruck with 
awe and contufion: neverthelcis he fulfilled his pro- 
mile, though he was the harbinger of molt difaftrous 
events, jultly imputing the cauie not to the propher 
but his own impious courles, that had fo highly ex- 
cited the Divine indignation. 

Soon after this both himfelf and the city were 
taken by Cyrus, (a), king of Perfia, in the feventeenth 

yearot the reign of Bellhazzar, who is faid to have 

een the laft king ofthe family of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Darius was fixty-two years of age at the fubverfion 
of the Babylonifh empire, with 


ages, though known among the Greeks by another 
name. Hie caufed the prophet Daniel to accompany 
’ him to Media, where he treated him with fingular 
tokens of efteem, and appointed him one of the three 
chief governors, that had three hundred and_ fixty 
more under them, according to the original iniftitu- 
tion of Darius. Indeed, the king ot Media enter- 
tained fo high an opinion of the ability and integrity 


as an oracle, nor would refolve upon any niatter of 
importance without his advice. — 
Buc it was with Daniel as with che favorites of 


é rinces in general; the ¢onfideace and fmiles of the 


ws, king-his mafter excited the envy of the courtiers 


around him. Daniel, however, was fo well aware of 
their defign, that he kept fo ftriét a watch over his 
words and aécions as to elude their keenett efforts. 
As he was above the love of money, he defpifed bri- 
ery, and even difdained to accept a gratuity for fer- 
vices performed. His enemies, however, contriveda 
0 en{nare him in the following manner. 
bferving that Daniel exercifed prayers three times 
« aday, they applied, in the name of his council and 
{tate officers, and with their advice and requetk, to 


rer tr 


(@) The manner in which this wes donc is related bf Xeno- 
phon as follows; *¢ That two deferters, named Gadataand Go- 
— bryas, having affifted fome of the Perian army to kill the 
- guards, and feizs upon the palace, they enteredinto the rvom 
a where the king Was, whom they found Randing up in a pof- 

ture of defences but chat they {oon difvaiched him, whereby 

No. 14, 


‘ANTIQUITIE 


: ] the affiftance of Cy- | 
rus, his kinfman, which Cyrus was the jon of Afty- | 


of Danici, that he confulted him upon all occafions - 
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the king, intreating him to iffue an edi&t, that who- 
foever thould prefume to prefer any petition either to 
God or inan tor the {pace of thirty days, fhould be 
cait into the lions’ den. The king being jo fhort- 
fighted as noc to fee through the malevolence of this 
device, which, on due reflection, mult have appear- 
ed to tirike acthe lite of Daniel, confented ta the re- 
quelt, promiled aconfirmation of it, and ordered the 
publication ef the edié, as the aét of hinvelf and 
council. “he penalty annexed to the tranfgrefiion of 
the ediét was fo ijevere, that the people, in gencral, 
were terrified into compliance with it. But Daniel 
ful) perfizted in his ufual courfe of paying his adora- 
tions to the Almighty three times every day in the 
public view of the world, wholly regardlets of the 
tenvur of theediét. This pious rejolution furnifhed 
his enemies with the opportunity ofa pretencefor ac- 
cufation, of which they immediately availed them- 
elves. ‘They waited on the king, and gave him to 
underitand, that Daniel was the only man who, in di- 
reét.contempt of his royal proclamation, and contrary 
tothe tenourand lettero! che edict, had prayed to his 
God, ‘and that not trom a principle of piety, bura 
fpirie of obitinacy, ‘and deHance of his authority. 
Such was the inveteracy of their hatred, and fuch 
their apprehenfion that the king’s perfonal regard 
for him would induce him to pals over the offence, 
that they folicited with an importunity, and urged 
him with ¢lamour not to be refitted, for jultice on 
the delinquent, and that, according to law, he might 
be _caft into the lions’ den. : ; 
Darius was compelled to yield to their preffing im- 
porcunities;° but gave Daniel to underttand his hope 
and truit that a Divine miracle would be wrought to 
refcue fo good a man from impending deftruction. 
Daniel, in fine, was caft into theden; and a great 
itone was laid at the mouth, upon which the king 
put his‘own fignet, and retired penfive to his palace. 
He paffed that night without cating or fleeping; for 
the anxiety of his mind for the fate of Daniel woul 
not fuifer him to enjoy the comforts and retrcfhments- 
of life. At the-earliett morn he went to the den, 
where he found every thing as Jeft the preceding: 
day, :and the royal fignet untouched. He calle 
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Danie! caft 
into the 
lions’ den 
for Jifobey- 
ing the 
king’s come 


d mand. 


upon Danicl by name, to, fatisty himfelf refpe€ting Miareu- 


his +fate. 
exclaimed, *¢ O king, liveforever! At which in- 
ftant the king ordered him to be taken out. sa 

But his enemies would not admit that his fafety 
was the effeét of a providential interpofition, and at- 
tributed ic ‘folely to the lions be glutted with food. 
The king was fo incented at this initance. of their ran- 
cour, that he commanded the lions to be fated with 
prey, and" Daniél’s -accufers caft in amongit them; 


Daniel no fooner heard his voice than he Jeully, pres 


Cryca. 


His accufers 
calt into the 


den, andde~ 


pertinently obferving, thar, as the fame caules,on na- Qrosed ins 


tural principles, would produce’ the fame ¢ffects, the 
fupernatural interference would appear, ifthey fhared 
an expeéted, nay, a deferved fate. The hons in- 
ftantly feized and tore them to pieces; fo that they 
perifhed as victims to Divine as well as human juf- 
tice. 

, Darius -having thus executed juftice on the ene- 
mies of-Daniel, publifhed a decree throughout his 
empire, commanding his people to acknowledge the 
God of Daniel to be the only true and Almighty 
God, and, at the fame time, heaped honours upon the 
prophet, in preference to all his.friends and favorites. 
Having, by his piety and moderation, procured an 


ftantly. 


Darius pubs 
licly ac~ 
knowledges 
the aue 
God. 


univerfal efteem, Daniel erected a ftately fabric at paniet 


Ecbatan, the capital of Media, a work as eminent 
for the ftrength as the beauty of its ftructure. 
elegant building is {till to be feen, and appears as firm 
as if ic had not fuftained the leaft impair from the 
fhock’,of time. It is famous for being the royal. 
monument of the kings of the Medes, Perfians, and 
Parthians, to which ufe it is fil] applied; -and the 
fpot is committed tothe cuftody ofa Jewifh prieft ro 
this day. . 





was fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah ;” J will make drunk ber 


builds a 


Th i S tower ag 


Ecbatan, 


princes and her wife men, her captains, and her rulers, and her . 


mighty men; and they fhall fleep a perpetual ficep, and not awake, 
JSaith the king whofe name is the Lurd of Hofts. See Jeremiah 
li, 574 
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There are other circumftances in the hiftory of 
Daniel, which, from their extraordinary nature, are 
well worthy of obfervation. Jie was endowed with 
a fingular gift of prophecy; acquired thé higheit ce- 
Sree of reputation, both with prince and people; and, 
Hishly fa- ae his death, left behind him a charaéter that reflects 
wucd 2f immortal honour on ‘his memory. We find, by his 
writings, that are flill extant, and in daily ufe and 


man, 


reading, that he was highly favoured-of God, who 
was pleafed to reveal to him, not only the fum and 
fubftance of things to come, in common with other 
prophets, but the precife time of their accomplith- 
ment. And whereas other prophets, in general, fore- 
boded calamitous events, and confequently incurred 
the odium of princes and people, it was his peculiar 
honour and happinefs to conciliate their efteem, by 
being the harbinger of welcome tidings. | 
racy and veracity of his predictions will be abun- 
dantly evident to fuch as may be difpofed to perufe 
. his writings with candour, in proof of which we cite 
the following paffage. : 


*© Te happened (fays he) as I was taking theair 
“ with fome of my companions at Sufa, the metro- 
“ polis of Perfia, that we were fuddenly furprized 
** with an earthquake. My friends, ina fit of ter- 
“ror, deferted me. As I lay upon the ground, 
* ftruck with horror and confternation at fo awful 
“an event, I perceived the touch, and heard the 
“ voice of a perfon, bidding me rife, and give duc 
** attention, as the revolutions that would betall my 
*“ countrymen in future.ages, would not to me be 
*©communicated. When I arofe I faw-a large ram, 
** with jeveral horns, and the laft was higher than 
*“ the reft. Turning my face towards the weit, J 


4, 


Vifion of 
the ram and 
goat, 
Daniel viii, 


** faw a goatthat pafled through the air, encountered - 


the ram, ftruck him down twice, and trampled 
‘Shim under his feet. After this there arofe a large 
**horn out of the forehead of the goat, and when 
** that came to be broken, there {prang up four 
“© more, pointing towards the four. quarters of the 
** heavens.” He alfo writes, “S That, from one of 
** chem came forth a little horn, which, upon grow- 
“ing up, fhould wage war with the nation of the 


*° Jews, and deftroy Jerufalem itfelf, fupprefs the 


** ceremonies of the temple, and all facrifices, for the 
** fpace of 1296 days, 


This was the vifion which Daniel writes he faw at 
Sufa, that was firft fhewn by aDivine revelation, and 
then interpreted after the following manner: 





———. 


(a) St. Paul confuted many of the Epicurean dottrines when 
he was at Athens. 

‘© "No Providence th’ f{eeptic will allow : 

s* ‘Then let the ingrateful mortal tell me how 


Theaccu- . 
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“ By the ram was fignified the kingdoms of the 


-*© Medes and Perlians. ‘By the horns the kings who 


** were to fucceed to the government of thofe kine. 
“doms. By the fatt horn the tranicendency of the 

“© jaft king over all his predeceffers, in riches and 

“* power. By the goat was fignified fome king of Inge, 
“© Greece, who ihould twice overthrow.the Perfiang, fads 
“Cand fubdue their empire. By the great horn on 
“* the forehead of the goat was meant the firlt of their 


“kings; and by the budding out of four horns 


“© more, pointing to the four winds, was to be undér- 
**itood the fucceffors to thofe kings, and the par- 
*¢ tition of their dominions after the death of the firft 
“ though ftrangers to the blood; but that never. 
** thelets they fhould reign for feveral years. And 
‘< that in procefs of time, from among them fhould 
** arife a king, who fhould make war upon the Jewihh 
** nation, fupprefs their laws, rifle the temple, and 
*° put a {top to the exercile of Divine worthip for 
* the fpace of three years.” This prophecy was ful- 
filled under Antiochus E,\piphanes.. 

In the fame manner this prophet foretold the de- 
folation of our people by the victorious arms of the Pers 
Romanempire. All thete prefages he received from heme? 
Divine revelation, and tranfmitted them in writing emp. 
to potterity, as ateftimony upon record, of the exact 
correfpondence of the predi€tion and the event. 

Thefe particulars may ferve to eftablifh a venera- 
tion for the writings of a man whom God was pleafed 
to honour in fo particular a manner. They likewife ,. 
tend to refute the erroneous opinions of the Epicu- bit : 
reans, who deny the fuperintendency of an overruling toeeite 
Providence, and affert the doétrines of chance and tr 
neceffity, and that the whole fublunary fy{tem is the 
effect of -contingencies, without any primary caule, 
not fubjeét to the influence of any guide or direc- 
tor. (@) Upon this principle the world would re- 
femble a fhip toffed at the mercy cf the winds and 
waves, without a pilot; ora chariot, without a driver, 
overthrown, through the fury of horfes uncurbed, on 
crags or precipices. Sothat from the prediions of 
Daniel before mentioned, I think the ignorance and 
ftupidity of thofe men will be evident, who difpute 
the fuperintendance of a Divine Providence, and al- 
fert the abfurd doctrine of chance and fatality. To 
fuch opinions it will fuffice to oppofe the moft au- 
thentic teftimonies of the exaét correfpondence be- 
tween prefages and events, which could never have 
taken place without the intervention of a fupernatu- 
ral power. ‘ 








‘© His tender infancy proteétion found, 

«© And how his childhood was with manhood crown’d 5" 
*© How from his youth he came to manly years, 

** Through many dangers which he fees and fears ?” 


End of the Tenvit Boor. 
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[Including a Period of Two Hundred and Ten Years. ] 





CHAP. I. 


Reftaration of the Tees the Babylonifh captivity 
by means zy, Cyrus, who, by his bountiful influence, 
promotes the rebuilding of the city and temple of Feru- 
Salen. 


tN the Girft year of the reign of Cyrus, king of the 
% Perfians, and the feventieth of the captivity of 
the Jews in Babylon, the Almighty was pleafed 
L to commilerate their calamity, and, as he had 
ioretold them, by Jeremiah, the prophet, before the 
deitruction of the city, that, after they had ferved 
Nebuchadnezzar anc his pottericy for feventy ycars, 
they fhould be reftored to their own country, fee the 
templerebuilt, and refume their former ftate of glory, 
fo he vouchlated to fulfill his promife in every in- 
ftance. This was effected through-the means of king 
Cyrus, who fent circular letters throughout all Afia 
to this purport. . 


m “ Thus faith Cyrus, the king, I do fully believe 
i, Paat the Great God, of whole gift and bounty I 
., hold my empire, is the very God whom the chil- 
, dren of Ifrael worfhip; for I find honourable 
« Wention made of my name by his prophets of an- 
«cent date, as a perfon who, in time to come, 
< or rebuild Jerufalem, and reinftate the peo- 
e. 


Cyrus, it feems, had read the prophecies of Iaiah, 
which bore date two hundred and ten years before 
€ was born, wherein the prophet relates 4 revelation 
hehad fromthe Almighty, ‘* That he would raife up 
one Cyrus to bea king of many and powerful nations, 
who fhould re-eftablifh the Hebrews in their‘native 
country.” This was foretold by Ifaiah an hundred 
and forty years before the™ temple was deftroyed. 
@ king was fo tranfported upon the reading of 
thefe divine prediétions concerning himfelf, that he 
ecame carneitly defirous of promoting their accom- 
Plifhment. 


fo this end he fummoned all the leading men of 


. others in cattle. 


the Jews to Babylon, and informed them that fuch 
of them as were difpofed to return co their country, 
fhould have pafsports and permiffion to rebuild the 
templeand city of Jerufalem, not doubting but that 
the Almighty would be propitious to the defign. 
He promied that he would lend orders to all his go-~ 
vernors and officers, bordering upon Judaea, co furnifh 
them with gold and filver for the fabric, and beatts 
for facrifices. 

Encouraged by fo generous a propofal, the moft 
eminent of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
together with the priefts and Levites, immeciately 
haitened to Jerufalem. Many of them, however, re- 
mained in Babylon, unwilling to quic their poflefii- 
ons. Upon their arrival in Jerufalem, all the <ing’s 
officers contributed largely towards the promc ° 
the great works; fome in gold, others in filver, ad 
i Many atrended the difcharge of 
their vows, and the folemnicy of oblations, as if they 
had already entered upon the bufinefs of rebuilding 
the city, and che exercife of their ancient difcipline. 
Cyrus alfo fence back the holy veffels and utenfils 
that Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple. 
Thefe were delivered in charge to _Mithridates, the 
king’s treafurer, and by him depofited with Abafia, 
till the remple fhould be finifhed, when they were 
tobe reftored tothe priefts and rulers of the people for 
folemn ules and fervices. Cyrus then fent an epiftle 
to the governors of Syria, couched in terms to the 
following import; 


Cyrus, the king, to Syfina, and Sarabafan, fendeth 
greeting. ; 
“Be it Known unto you that I have given leave 
S¢ to all the Jews, that are in my dominions, to réturn 
*¢ into their own country, and there to rebuild their 
*¢ capital city, with the holy temple at Jerufalem, in 
‘¢ the fame place where it {tood before. I have like- 
*< wife fent my treafurer, Mirhridates, and Zerub- 
“babel, governor of Judza, to fuperintend the 
*¢ building, and fee it raifed fixty cubirs and up- 
‘¢ wards from the ground, and as many over; the 
‘¢ walls to be three rows of polifhed ftone, and one of 
** the wood of the country, together with an altar 
2 “* tor 
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“for facrifices; and all this to be done at my fole 
** charge. I have allo appointed my treafurer, Mi- 


“6 thfidates, and Zerubbabel, my governor of Judea, 


“* cro caufe all the utenfils and vefiels that Nebuchad-, 
“ nezzar- carried away from the temple at Jeruia- 
“lem, to be dent back and reftored. Their num- 
“¢ ber is as follows: fifteen golden ewers, and four . 
“* hundred filver; fifty golden veffels, and four hun- 
“* dred filver; thirty goldén chalices, and three hun- 
“ dred filver; thirty golden phials, and two thou- 
*© fand four hundred filver; with a thoufand other 
** jarge veffels, of divers forms, and for divers ules. 
“© fr is my farther pleafure that they receive entirely 
“to themfelves all the profits and revenues that-were 
** formerly enjoyed by their predeceffors; and that 
** they have an allowance paid them of two hundred 
“* and five thoufand five hundred drachmas, in con- 
*¢ fideration of beafts for facrifice, wine, and oil; and 
** two thouland five hundred meatures of wheat, in 
“‘Vieu of fine four; and ali this to be raifed upon the 
“tribute of Samaria, ‘“Mhe pricits alone to offer up 
“the facrifices, according to the laws and ceremo- 
“nies of Moles, anc to pray daily for the king and 
“the royal family, and tor the welfare and happi- 
“ nefs of the Perfian empire. “Let no man prefuine 
** to do any thing contrary to the tenour of this my 
“royal will and proclamation, on pain of forteiting 
** both life and poflé Mons.” : 


This was the fubftance of the king’s letter; and the 
number of thofe. chat came out of captivity to Jeru- 
falem, upon this invitacion and encouragement, 
amounted to forty-two thoufand, four hundred, and 
fixty-LWo. ; 


(OTE A Be AT, 


On the death of Cyrus, bis fon, Canrbvfes, 7s folicited to 
countermand the order for rebuilding the city and ten- 
ple of Ferufalem, 

HEN thefoundations of the temple were laying, 

and the Jews (@) were wholly bent on the ad- 

vancement of the undertaking, the bordering nations, 
and elpecially the Chuthites, whom Salamanezer,king 
of Aftyria,.had formerly tranfplanted from Perfiaand 
Media into Samaria, atrer he had rensoved the Lfrael - 
ites into other habitations, applied to the governors, 
to whom the care of the undertaking was committed, 
importuning them moft earneltly noc to fuffer the 
Jews to proceed upon the project of rebuilding the 
city and the temple. The commiffioners were pre- 
vailed on, by the force of bribés, and fair promifes, to 
flacken their diligence in the profecution of their or- 
ders; and, during the courfe of this negligence and 
delay, Cyrus could not take cognizance of this, be- 
ing engaged in a war with the Maflagctes, in which 
he loft his life. 

Upon the death of Cyrus, Cambyfes of courfe 
fucceeded to the empire. ke had an addrefs prefented 
him out of Syria and Phoenicia, and from the Am- 
monites, Moabites, and Samarians, figned by Ra- 
thymus, hiftoriographer, Semelius, fcribe, and the 
magiftrates of Phoenicia and Syria. The tenour of 
it was to the following purport: “‘ Itis fit, O king, 
“you fhould underftand that the Jews, who were 
‘** carried away to Babylon, are now returned to their 
‘© tormer feats, and into our country, where they are 
** bufily employed in rebuilding a city that was moft 
** defervedly dettroyed for feditious practices. They 
“Care fetting up markets and places of commerce, 
** repairing the walls, and railing up the temple. 
‘* Know, therefore, that when thefe things are finifhed, 
** they will neither pay taxes, or yield allegiance; 
** for they are profefltd enemies to kings, and will 
** not fubmit to ferve, if once they have it in their 
** power to command. We confider it as the indif- 
© peniuble duty of faithful fubje&ts, to apprize you 
*S of the true {tate of the matter, before it is too 
*jate. We befeech you, therefore, to recur to the 
** hiftory of your predeceffors, where you will find 





(a) After the return from the captivity, the people, in ge- 
neral, came to be called Jews; becaufe, though there were many 
Jiraclites among them, yet they chiefly confifted of the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin: and though the edict of Cyrus gave 


reigned fix years, and fubdued Egypt, died at Da- 
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“the Jews, from generation to generation, to have 
“* been enemies to regal government svand that this 

** very city wasjuitly laid walle tor the daring crime 
of rebellion. We beg leave to fubmic theie mar. 

** ters to your royal confideratien; and add; that, if 
* you fuifer them to proceed with the rebuilding of | 
“thecity, and the finifhing of the walls, you will 

“Gnd your communication cut off, with Phoonicia 

** and Ceelo-Syria.” 


CHAP. IIl. 


Cambyfes fends orders for putting a Stop to the rebuilding 
of the city and temple. On kis demife the Magi re. 
tain the government of Perfia during one year, when 
Darius 13 chofen king. : 


AMBYSES, who was of himfelf naturally averfe 

to the Jews, frood in need of very little incentive 

to excite him to perlecution. After reading, there. 

fore, the remionftrance, and contulting the recordsof 
his ancettors, he gave antwer to this effect: 


“* Cambyfes, the king, to Rathymus, hifteriogra. 
* pher, Semelius, icribe, and the relt of the 
“inhabitants of Samaria and Phoenicia, ereet- 
** ing: 

, 


z ** Upon the reading your letter of addrefs, I have 
va cauled the records of former times to bg examined, 
according to your requeft, and have-found your 
* obfervations, refpecting the city, confonarit With cin, 
truth and former experience. ‘She Jews therein dees 
appear ever to have been a vindittive, turbu-.™ 
Jent people, naturally difpofed co rebellion; and guhsr 4 
their kings, in the laft extreme, vexatious and ty- thecyal 
rannical in the impofition of taxes, as Phoenicia “¥*- 
and Ceelo-Syria, in particular, may bear witnels 
againi{t them. On thefeconfiderations it is my 
command that you exert your utmof{t power to 
prevent the rebuilding of the city and temple; for, 
in proportion to the increafe of power amonglt 
thole people, will the f{pirit of fedition revive; and 
as they have revolted againft former fovereigns, 
there is the greateft reafon to apprehend they will 
as ‘audacioufly contend againft the authority of the 
** prefent government.” ee 
Rathymus and Semelius, having read this epiftle 
mandatory, haitened with a confiderable body of 
affociates to Jerufalem, and purfuing the king’s or- 
ders with the urmoft rigour, an abfolute {top was put 
to any further proceeding in the work of rebuilding thes 
the city and temple, fo that it was difcontinued for ¢ 
the {pace of nine years, thatis, to the fecond year of 
Darius, king of Perfia. Cambyfes, after he had 
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maicus, on his rgturn'from that expedition. Upon pasd 
his demife the government refted in the hands of Css 
the Magi for the term of afull year, when it was 
conferred, by the feven Satrapze, or eminent families 
of the Perfians, with common confent, to Darius, the 
fon of Hyftafpes. 


CHAP. IV. 


Darius promotes and accomplifbes the work of rebuilding 
the city and temple, -againft all oppofition. 


ki Darius, before his exaltation to the throne p,ise 
of Perfia, was well affected towards the Jews} tain 
and had made a folemn vow, that, if he ever attained ae 
to that dignity, he would fend all the holy veffels that ive 
were in Babylon back again to the tempie of Jerula- jem. 
lem. It happened about that time that Zerubbabel, 
who. had been appointed governor of the captive 
Jews, came from Jerufalem to Darius. ‘There fub- 
fifted between them an ancient friendfhip; fo that he 
was admitted, with two other great officers, to a po 
of moft important truft; an elevation that gratine 
his utmoft ambition. 

Darius, a fhort time after he had afcended the 


Fe A ie OS eS oe ee 


permiffion to all to return when they pleafed, yet the Secret 
writers take notice only of thofe who returned in a body fro 
Babylon. : é 
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eave a {plendid entertainment, not only to 
Heaney eis but the princes and nobility of the 
Medes and Perfians, the general officers of all India 
and Jéthiopia, in fine, of an hundred and twenty- 
feven provinces. When the entertainment was over," 
the company retired to reft, as did allo the king; 
but awaking after a fhore lumber, and finding him- 
{elf indifpofed for fleep, he fell into converfation on 
divers fubjeéts with the officers of the prefence, and 
told them, at length, that he had lome queitions to 
propole, and that to him who could give the molt 
reatonable and fatisfactory reply, he would grant the 
privilege of wearing purple, drinkingout ot a golden 
cup, riding ina chariot wich a golden harnels, pol- 
feffing the next place to himfelr in the council, and 
be confidered as one of the blood-royal. He then 
itated the queftions as follow: : 


1. Is there any thing ftronger than wine? 

2. What can exceed the ftrength of kings? 

3. What is fuperior to the power of women? 

3. Can any thing furpafs truth? 

Having thus ftated the queftions, the king retired, 
after deliring the officers to weigh them in their 
minds, and give him their fentiments which amongit 
the four they thought the moft powerful. 

The next’ morning, having fummoned the noble 


company to whom he had given the entertainment” 


the preceding evening, and having feated himlelf in 
the place where he uiually gave audience, he called 
upon the officers, feverally and publicly, to report 
their fentiments on the queltions propoled. ; 

The firlt who fpoke contended ter the fuperior 
power of wine, and adduced the following-argu- 
ment: * Ir difturbs che underftanding, reduces the 
** oreateft monarch to an equality with infancy, gives 
“ Viberty to the flave, and makes the beggar equal 
“to an emperor. * It alleviates and enlivens the 
“hearts of the miferable, relieves every, want, gives 
* confidence to the villain, and puts him above the 
‘fear of kings. It caules men to difregard their 
* dearede friends, and affaule them with as much 
“ fury as they would fhew to their moft deadly cne- 
“mies. For thefe reafons I conceive the operation 
** of wine to be moft powerful.” : 

The fecond officer argued in favour of the power 
of kings, in words to this effect: “* Ic cannot be dit- 
“ puted that the Almighty has created nian to be fo 
“far matter over all jublunary, things, as toapply 
“them to whatever purpofes his inclination’ may 
“direct. As all earthly creatures are fubfervient 
“to man, fo kings have authority over men them- 
** felves, The fovereigns of thefe lords of the crea- 
“tion mult be allowed an indifputable fuperiority. 
** Subjects willingly expofe themfelves to the mott 
“‘ imminent dangers of war, and even contend with 
“ nature herfelf, in obedience to the command of a 
“ prince, who takes to himfelf the whole honour and 
“profit of victory. The hufbandman, with. unre- 
“‘ mitting toil, cultivates the earch; and his firft 
“© duty is to fupply the king’s ftore with the produce 
“ot hisgrounds. Thus, while the people are fghr- 
“ing and working for him, the fovereign indulges 
a himlelf in_all the Juxuries of abundance, fecurity, 
be and calc. He Meeps furrounded by his guards, who 
«, dare not clofe their eyes while their mafter Enjoys 
(, at sepote; and no other concerns muft interrupt 
S that flavery of attendance to which they. are indif- 
«, benfably bound. What power then can exceed 
“that of the man to whom the public pays fuch im- 

* plicit obedience?” 

After this declamation on the power of kings, Ze- 
rubbabel, the principal’ of the officersto whom the 
queitions had been propounded, maintained the ar- 
gument in favour_of women and truth, and began 
with the firft, as follows’: ‘* Neither the force of 
., Wine, Hor the power of princes, who bind the mul- 
( Utude in acommen bend of allegiance, can be 
oe d: but wemen have incontcttably the pre- 
¢, iaenence of thefe two. Before the king the mo- 
: ther of the king exitted. Kings are the gifts of. 
cc WOMEN: women allo gre the. mothers and nurfes of 
se thofe by whom the vineyards are cultivated: they 
., direct, our domiefiic concerns, provide neceffary 
.. and ornamental coverings for our bodies; and they 

are-fo ablolutely necefMary, that we can neither be 

No. ry. * 





| the one, of tribuce on the other. 
‘ manded the Edomites, Samarians,-and people of 
_ Ceelo-Syria, to reftore all thoi¢ Jands to the }ews that 
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“* brought into exiftence, or fuppert life; without 
“them. When a beautiful woman is betore us, we 
** dilregard gold and filver, or efteem them only as 
“* being the means.of cbtaining pofieffion of the be- 
“© loved object. The charms of women compel us 
** to abandcen our country, relations, and deareft 
“** friends, and to attach ourfelves whelly to them. 
‘* When we have explored the fea and land for things 
“© moit valuable and curious in nature, do we not 
** congratulate ourlelves in the opportunity-of pre- 
°** tenting our acquifitions to a beloved fair? fre- 
** quently have J jeen the king condefcend to receive 

*° a blow frony lis concubine: nay, fhe has even 

** taken the diadem from his head, ‘and placed ijt on 

** her owns and, dreading to give her offence, he has 

**fubmiitted cg all ber caprices, and yielded to her 

*© varying humours.” 

Having faid thus much in favour ef wemen to the 
great adiniration of the noble company, Zerubbabel 


proceeded to the laft point in queftion, which was sy. 
** Neither kings nor women can. be 
Ad- truth, and 


devifion ia 
its fayoure 


that of truth. 
‘* put in comipetition with the power of truth. 
“© micting the amazing magnicude of the earth, the 
“‘ elevation of the heavens, the aftonifhing rapidity 
* of thefun’s motion, and thacthe whole ts influen- 
°° ced only by Divine Providence, it mult follow that 
“the Almighty is jult and crue, againft which no- 
** ching can ultimately prevail; for ic fuperfedes 
“© every power that can enter the conception of man. 
** Truth alone is perfect and immutable: the advan- 
** rages we derive from it are not fubject to thé vi- 
“© ciflitades of fortune, but are pure, irreproachable, 
°© and cternal.”” 

The whole company beftowed the moft liberal ac- 
clamations on Zerubbabel, and univerfally acknow- 
ledged that he had proved truth to be the only blef- 
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th of 


Zerubkabed 
gains the 


fing under’the fun, not Jiable to change or diminu- pain, is ap- 


tion. The king, as a tettimony of his entire fatil- 
faction, affuring him he would perform his promife, 


planded by 
thecompany 
and honours 


adding, “‘ ‘That, in confideration of his fuperior un- ed by the 


“ deritanding, he fhould enjoy the firft place in his i" - 


* eftcem, be next in henourto himiclf, and be adopt- 
** eda branch of the royal family.” : 

_ zZerubbabel could not but avail himfelf of fo fair 
an opportunity of reminding the king of a former 


vow he had made, which was, that, ii ever he came’ cats on 


tothe throne, he would immediately undertake the Darius to 
rebuilding of Jerulalem end the holy temple, and or- peor his 


der reflitution to be made of ali the facred vefiels and 
utenfils that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from thence 
and carried to Babylon. Fle therefore thus addrefied 
him: ** Since, O king! you have done me the honour 


‘* of affuring me of your royal favour and efteem, I 


vow, 


“have now only mott humbly torequeft, that you The king, 
“* will be pleafed to difcharge your vow.”” The king by his man- 


raiied him chearfully from his bended knees, em- 


tes 
Uiroughout 


braced him, and difpatched mandatcs to his gover- ins domi- 
nors and great officers, to conduét Zerubbabel, and nieny pro 


thofe that were to accompany him, to their journey’s 
end, and to affift him inthe rebuilding of the city 
and temple. He alfo fenr letters, under the royal 
fignet, to the rulers.of Pheenicia and Syria, to pro- 


| vide carriages for tranfporting the cedar to Jerufalem, 


that was cut down in Libanus, and to give their ut- 
moit affiftance to the, main undertaking. Eide allo 
gave themi in charge.to exempt the Jews, that fhould 


" rerurn out of this captivity, frem the burthen of any 


public tax,or dury, and to leave themin full liberty, 
both as to perfon and property, without rettraine on 
Fie likewile com- 


were formerly in their poffefiion, and to contribute 


" fitty talents towards erecting the temple, in fuch way 
: and manner us might teem to them mott e:pedie 
Cut of bis ewn preper bounty he afligned to them yivite 
whatever fhould be found neceflary for tacerdora} bounty. 


habits and other articies, for the adminitration of 
every ceremony in due orderand form. Efe likewile 
furnifhed them with organs to accompany the voices 
of the Levites; and allotted a_certain portion of land 
for the maintenance of the officers and keepers both 
of the city and temple, by way of annual pention. 


‘In fine, he confirmed every former refolution of Cy- 


rus concerning the reftoration of the Jews, and the 
rebuilding the city and remple of Jerulalem. 
Te Whea 


motes the 
undertaking 


ne. ee it 
by his own 


te 
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When Zerubbabel had met with this gracious re- 

ception from the king, heno fooner leit his prefence, 

than he returned thanks to the God and giver of all 

good and pertect gifts, for that degree of under{ftand- 

Q ing by which hehad-acquired both honour andefteem 
beyond the rett of his competitors, which he grate- 

fully acknowledged to be the diftinguifhed effects of 

Zerubbabel his Divine bounty; and having concluded his thanki- 
infers the giving with a prayer for the fuccefs of the underta- 


Jews ac Tao 
bylon of the 
liberality 


the joyful news of their deliverance, and the liberal 
and bounty . 


ety grants. he had obtained: from the king. Upon the 

in their bes TEport of thefe happy tidings, they immediately join-. 

half, ed in an univerlal thankigiving for the promule of 
rectoration to their native country. After this {o- 
lemnity they-celebrated a fettival of feven days con- 
tinuance, andl indicated every token of joy and tran{- 
port that they could have poffibly done 1f the day of 
their redempiion had been even the firft day of a new 
life. , 

‘The heads of the tribes made choice of thofe that 
were ro 80 upon the expedition, providing horics and 
other beatts of burthen, as well as carriages tor their 
wives and children, and taking with them thofe croops 
which Darius had appointed for a convoy.’ They 
pafled che time of theirjourney chearfully, exulting 
with vocal and inflrumental mulic, and exhibiting 
every token of rapturous complacency. There was a 

*  feleér number called out from each of the tribes; but, 
asa particular nomination of them would not only 
be deemed prolix by the reader, but break in upon 
the order of my narrative, 1 fhell only give an ac- 
count of themin general. There were of the tribes 

Thenum- Of Judah and Benjamin, from twelve years old: and 
bergef the upwards, four millions, fix hundred and twenty-eight 
ee thoufand. After thefe came four thoufand and Jeven- 
from Baby. ty Levites; and a promifcuous multitude of women 
Jou. and children, to the. number of forty thoufand, ieven 
+Eftrass. hundred and forty-two. Of the ftock of the Levies 
there were an hundred and twenty-vight fingers, an 
hundred and ten porters; and of others that ferved 
and aflilted in the fanctuary,’three hundred and twen-~ 
ty-two. ‘There were alfo fix hundred and fifty-two 


that called themfelves Ifraelites, but could not prove’ 


extraction. ‘I"here were others alfo who had taken 

wives, whole genealogy could not, be traced either 
from the Levitical or facerdotal records; and thele 

were deemed unqualified for the holy function; to 

the number of five hundred and twenty-five. The 
train of Jervants that attended them -was computed 

at feven thouland, three hundred and thirty-fevéen; 

finging men and women, two hundred and forty-five; 

camels tour hundred; other beafts of carriage five 
hundred and -tweaty-five. The leader 6f this multi- 
tude was Zcrubbabel, thefon of Salathiel, of the tribe 

of Judah, and the race of David's and with him: was 

Jetus, the fon of Jofedec, and- Mardochazus-and Se- 

rebrus, which two were chofeii to the command,by 

the Juftrages of the tribes, and contributed, at their 

own charge, an hundred pound of gold; and five 
thouland of fiiver,-cowards the expence of this expe- 

dition. This was the tormand’order of the’ proced- 

fion of the pricits and Levites} and that parc of the 

people that went with them ontheir réturn from 
Babylon to Jerufalem, and the rett following after by 

degrees, till, inthe end, they’all went back to their 
own country. Oe ce oo es 
In the feventh month, atter their departure from: 

General af Babylon, “Zerubbabel, tlieir leader, and Jefus, the 
the pase at gh prief, fent meflengers exprefs throug hout.all 
Jerufalen. the land, to fummon a generalaflembly at Jerufalem. 
They build “Phe people repaired thither with the greatett alacrity. 
pe a Upon thisoccafion theyereéted an altar for facrifice, 
fices. according ta the inflitution of Mofes, and it was 
railed upon the fame fpor where it itood vefore. ‘This: 
proceeding highly offended theneighbouring nations, 

Who had an utteraverfion both to the people, their re- 

igion, ancdiaws. They alfo celebrated thé fealt of ta- 
bernacles ac vhac time, as the legiflacor had ordained. 

Aliter chat followed the daily oblations, and the facri- 

fice or the iabbaths, and of the new moons of all holy 

yeails. AN theiewhohad madeany vowcamelikewife 

to performiit, rom che firft Gayot thefevenrh month. 

Vhey entered thereupon the rebuilding of the tem- 

ple, and expended vait fums of money upon-the ar- 

uicers in general, both for materials and fultenance. 
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king, haftened ‘to his countrymen, 2t Babylon, with ° 
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TheSidonians generoufly promoted the undertaking, 
bringing down cedar-planks in abundance from Ly. 
banus, and afterwards ftowing them in boats, which 
they brought into the port of Joppa,asthey had been 
’ firit direéted by Cyrus, and after him by Darius. 

It was now the fecond month of the iecond year, 
after the return of the Jews, when the foundation of 
the temple being alreacty laid, they. began, on the firft 
day of the fecond month, with the fuperftructure, 


family of the Levites of twenty years of age and up- 
wards; and likewife to Jefus, the high-prieft, with 
his kindred; and to Zolimiel, the brother of Judea, 
and fon of Aminadab, and to his fons. Vhete exerr. 
¢ed-themfelves with fuch unremitting affiduity in the 
difcharge of their commiffions, that-the fabric went 
on beyond the moft janguine expectations. : 
When they were advanced thus far, the priefts 
came and officiated in their veltments, with mufical 
initruments; and the Levites, and fonsof Afaph,fung 
fome of the |hymns of. David to the glory of Gad; 
according to the firft infticution. But the priefts and 


feen the tplendor and magnificence of the former 
temple, and reflected how inferior the prefent was in 
compariion with it, became difconfolate; while thofe 
who had never seen the: former,. and confequently 
could not be affecied by the difproportion, contented 
themfelves with the prefent fate of things, and re- 
joiced at the arrival of fo happy anevent. ~ 
When the Samarians, who were {till enemies to 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, heard the found 
of trumpets with a confufed clamour, they flocked 
in great numbers to learn the caufe of it, and find- 
ing it was occafioned by the return-of the Jews from 
their captivity at Babylon, and that they were now 
at work upon the rebuilding of their temple, they 
immediately applied to Zerubbabel and-Jefus, with 
the chief of the tribes; defiring that they might be 
admitted into the undertaking upon terms in com- 
mon with thereft; obferving that‘t They worfhipped 
°* the fame God, gloried in the fame profeffion, and 
“* the love and_ practice of the fame religion, from 
“the days of Salamanezer, king of Affyria,. who 
** tranfplanted them out of Chuthia and Media into 
“this land.’ The unanimous anfwer-to the requelt 
was, that they could not poffibly -be admitted into 
any’ fhare of the undertaking, becaufe formerly 
Cyrus, and afterhim Darius, had affigned the work 
to their particular conduét:-and care; but that they 
fhould have liberty, if they thought fit, to worship 
théré without exception ;:and that it fhould be open 
to all people indifcriminately, who were difpofed to 
worfhip the true God in thetruemanner, 
The Chuthites (for fo we ¢all the Samarians) were 
fo incenfed at this reply, that they incited the Syrians 
to remonftrate-with the leading men, asthey had done 
firft under Cyrus, and then under Cambyfes, ‘in fuch 
maniier'as to caule a ftop'to be put to the undertak- 
ing,. by‘flackening the diligence of thofe who were 
entrufted with the fuperintendance of it. In’ confe- 
quence of this proceeding, there went up, at this time, 
to Jerufalem, Sifinnes, governor of Syria and Phe- 
nicia, and: Sarabazanes, with fome others, and de- 
manded of fome of the principal men-by what au- 
thority this temple was ‘to be built? And alfo, as it 
had rather'the appearance of a ca{tle than a temple, 
to whatend the walls ofthe city were made fo ftrong, 
~ and the gates fo fortified. Zerubbabel and Jefus re- 
plied that they were the fervants of the great God, to 
whofe honour this temple was to be built, and to his 
jervice dedicated by the greateft, the happieft, and 
the wifeit’ prince that ever fetona throne. That it 
| itood firm tormany ages, till, in the end, for the wick- 
. ednefs of their forefathers, the city, by Divine per- 
miffion, was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Ba- 
bylon’and Chaldza, the temple piilaged and laid in 
afhes, and the people carried away captive into Ba- 
bylon. -But that when Cyrus cameto the govern- 
ment of Perfiaand Babylon, he commanded, by royal 
proclamation, therebuildingof the temple, and reiti- 
tution of all rhe veffels and donations that had been 
taken away by Nebuchadnezzar; which were deli- 
vered to Zerubbabel, and his treafurer, Mithridates, 
to be traniported to Jerufalem, and laid upagainin the 


templethere: that, by the command ofthe fame king, 
: Abaflar 


Book xy, 


committing the fuperintendance of it to the whole . 


Great dit. 
fence uted 
by the over. 
feersin 





the Levites, and the elders of the families, who had | 
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Boox I. 

Abaffar vras fent to that city, to endeavour to re 

dite the work, and accordingly was prefent at the 

Jaying the foundation ; but thar ever fince that Bas 

by one artifice or another, their enemies had founc 

means co obitruét and retard it; and thar,for the truth 

of thefe allegations, they might write to Darius, to 

the end, that, by contulting the-public records, it 

might be known whether or-not what they had.al- 
jerted was ajuit reprefentationoft facts. 

Sifinnes and his aflociates did not think it expe- 

dient co interrupt the proceeding without the know- 

ledge of Dartus himielf, and therefore. agreed to 

write to him immediately upon the fubject. The 

ews hereupon were very apprehenfive that the king, 

upon this application, would countermand the order 

ero he had given; till Aggceus (a) (Haggai) and Zacha- 

“eey riah, two prophets, among them at that time, bade 

opis chem be of gaod chear, and fear nothing from the 

14 DeeGanss for they were certainly informed of the Di- 

er Vine will and pleafure touching that important affair. 

‘Lhe people were foclated by theencouragementgiven 





gence, and wrought without the intermiffion of a 


fingle day. ° ; . 
When the Samarians had written a letter of re- 


¢ Sunale 
“* the city, and the erecting of a ttrong place, that had 
more the appearance of a citadel thana.temple, and 
produced the epiftle of Cambytes, by, which he had 
forbidden and obftructed it betore, as a practice nel- 





diate orders, on the receipt of the letter, that the re- 
cords fhould be fearched, which being done, a de- 
cree was found to the following purport: 


Melol Inthe firtt year of the reign of king Cyrus, it 
rsinf ee woos ordained that the temple of Jerufalem fhould 
; “be rebuilt, the height of it to be fixty cubits, and 
“ the breadth of the fame meafure, and that an altar 
“ thould be conftruéted within the edifice: that the 
“ walls fhould be formed by three ranges of polifhed 
“‘ marble, and one range of wood, the prodiice of 
“the country; and the charge of it defrayed out of 
“the king?s creafury: thac the facred vefiels, taken 
‘into Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, be réftored, 
‘* and placed in fuch parts of the temple as they were 
* formerly accuitomed to be: that ‘the fuperinten- 
“© dance of the work fhould be committed to A bafiar, 
“ governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and his officers; 
“With orders not appear at Jeruialem_ themlelves, 
“but co quic the place, and leave the building of thé 
“ temple tothe Jews, and the chief of their'tribes : 


* province, and turnifh them, for their facrifices, with 
“oxen, lambs, kids, meah, wine, and whatever elie 
“* the priefts fhould defire, who were to put their pray- 


a of the king and his people: that whofoever thould 

_, Prefume to act contrary to this mandate, be forth- 

i‘ with taken and hanged up, and his goods confif- 
cated to the king’s ule.” ne 


On thedifcoveryof this record, Darius ordered acopy 
ctitto beimmediately taken; which being done; he 
wrote to Sifinnes and his colleagues to this effect: 

. > 
s King Darius to Sifinnes; goveriior, Sarabazanes; 
and the other magiftrates, greéting. . 


“* Thereby tranfmit you.a copy of a letter extract- 


“ced trom the records of Cyrus, and it is my royal 


ac 
& 


directions contained therein.” : : 
Silinnes, and his colleagues, underftanding - the 
King’s refolution, agreed to obey his commidnds in 
ya a Ea a OO 
(#) Concerning thefe prophets werefer the reeder to thofe 
S2¢8> in the Bible which bear their refpective nanies. They 
we both thought to have been born at Bubyton during the cap- 
tity, and both, with united zeal, encouraged the people to go 
on wach the work’ of the temple: 
kothe throne, Haggai, in particular, by réproaching the people 
wit tisir indolence and infenfibility,, by telling them that they 
whil ao enoug’a to’ lodge themfelves very commoadiouily, 
beth heute of the Lord Jay buried in its ruins, and by put- 


1 


them by the prophets, chat they doubled their dili- - 


monttrance to Darius, objecting to the fortifying of | 


ther profitable nor fafe for the public, he gaveimme- . 





“that they fupply. them out of the taxes upon the . 


“ers to the Almighty for the welfare and happineis - 


will and command that you ttriétly adhere to the. 


On the accefiion’ of Darius” 


x 


ANTIQUITIES or ruzs JEWS, 


every particular point; fo that undertaking to affift 
the Jews, according tothe tenor of the mandate, the 
bufinefs was. carried on with fuch unanimity and 
affiduity, ‘that the building was erected and finifhed 
within the {pace of feven years, according to the pro- 
phecies of Haggai and Zachariah, and at the com- 
mand of kings Cyrus and Darius. Inthe ninth year 
of Darius, and the twenty-third day of the eleventh 
month, which we call Adar, and thé Macedonians 
Dyitrus, the prielts and “Levites, regether with the 
people of Hrael, offered, in facrifice, an-hundred 
bulls, two hundred rams, five hundred lambs, and 
twelve goats, as fin-offerings for the twelve tribes, 
-in acknowledgment for the bleffing of their deli- 
verance from captivity, and their reltoration to their 
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The temple 
is finifhed, 


Dedicated, 
Efuras 7. 


former ftate, and-to God’s holy worfhip in a new . 


temple. ‘The prieits and Levites had their porters 
atevery gate according to the law, the Jews having 
erected galleries round about the temple. 

The feafts of unleavened bread was near approach- 
ing, and in the firft month (by the Macedonians cal- 
led Xanthicus, and by us Nifan) the people afiem- 
bled from every quarter inthe city, where they cele- 
brated that feftival with their wives and children, ac- 
cording to the law of their country, and the prac- 
tice of their forefathers, with all poffible folemnity. 
Upon the fourrccenth day of the firft month they 
held the paffover, and kept feitival for feven days 
afterwards, offering up facrifices to God for reitoring 
them to the poffeflion and enjoyment of their native 
country, and their ancient laws and religion, and for 
difpefing the hearc of the king of Periia fo favour- 
ably towards them. .They {pared no coil in the ce- 
Jebration of this feftival; and having refumed their 
former power in Jerufalem, adopted an ariftocratical 
form of government; for the jovereign power was 
lodged'in the high-prieft, till the Afmodean family, 
upon a change of affairs, converted it into a*mo- 
narchy. ‘Before the caprivity, for the fpace of five 
hundred and thirty-two years, ix months and ten days, 
from the time of Saul and David, they were govern- 

‘ed by kings: before thar, the adminiltration of their 
political concerns was in the hands of rulers, called 

_ Judges, and thatform of government continued up- 
wards of five hundred years’ after the time of Moles 

“and'Jofhua. This was the ftate of the Jews on the 
reftoration under Cyrus and Darius. 

But the Samarians, who were ftill moft im- 
placable enemies to the Jews, valuing thethnfelves on 
the alliance they claimed to the Perfians, and being a 
powerful and rich people, as well as of an haughty 
and malignant difpofition, proved exceedingly vexa- 
tious, and exerted their utmoft endeavours to annoy 
and perplex them. By the decree of Cyrus, which 
was confirmed by that of Darius, the tribute of Sa- 
maria had been affigned to the purpofe of rebuilding 
the cemple; but the work_ being now finifhed, the 
Samarians pretended that the end of this afignment 
was ceafed, and ‘therefore refufed making any con- 
tributions towards detraying the expenées of the 
ufual facrifices. , 

The diffentions continuing, the fenate and people 
of Jerufalem drew up a memorial of complaint, and 
deputed Zerubbabel, with four of his colleagues, to 
prefent it to Darius. The king of Perfia, having 
duly attended to the fubjeé& matter of the memori:}, 

. returned them an anfwer, by the deputies, to the fol- 
lowing effect: : : 


“ King Darius to Tangar and Sambaba, our go- 
* vernors in Samaria, Sadrack Bobelin, and the reft 
“© of the inhabitants, greeting. : 
** Whereas J am given to underftand by Zerubba- 
“© bel, Ananias, and Mardochzeus, on the part of the 
** Jews, that, you ftand accufed of difcouraging and 





ting them in mind that the calamitics of dtought and famine 
(wherewith God had afflifted them fince their return from their 
captivity) were owing to their neglect in notrepairing the tem-~- 
ple, he prevailed with them to fer about the work in good 
earnelt ; fo that, by virtuc.of thefe reproofs, and the encourage. 
ment they received from Darius after his acceflion to the throne 
of Perfia, they brought the whole to a conclufion in a much 
fhorcer time than, inall probability, they would have otherwile 
done, Lod . 

“© interrupting 


The Jews 
celebratethe 
pailover, 
and held a 
feftival for 
feven days. 


An ariftos 
cracy clta~ 
blifed 
among the 
Jews.‘ 


The Sama. 
rians (Hild 
inimical to 
the Jews. 


An embafly 
from the 
Jews to king 
Darius. 


168 


Darius cf- 
poufes their 
caule, 


Death of 
Darius. 


. 
‘Called in 
feripture 
Artaxerxes. 


» 
Xerxes fuc- 
ceeds his fa- 
ther Darius 
on the 
throne of 
Pertia. 


Eflras ine 
tends to co 
to Jerufalem 


1 Efdvas 7. 
Obtains the 
fanction of 
Xerxes. 


ANTIQUITIES or tHe JEWS. 


“ interrupting and rebuilding of the temple, and re- 
“ fufing to bear your part in the charge of the Jacri- 
* Gices, which, by my command, ‘you ought to have 
“© done: this is to will and require you, upon fight of 
“ this letter, forthwithtofupply them out of my trea- 
“fury, in Samaria, with whatever they {hall want 
* forthe uféof their facrifices ancl worfhip, to the 
“end that they may offer up daily prayers and ob- 
“© Jations both for mylelf and for my people.” 

This letter put an effeétual end to all contefts be- 
tween the Jews and Samarians, the latter paying the 
tribute demanded for the fervice of the temple with- 
out farther oppofition; and this is the laft good of- 
fice that Darius did the Jews, as he died foon after, 
univerlally lamented by his fubjects. 


CHAP. V. 


Xerxes, the fon and fucceffor of Da ius, is well difpofed 
towards the ews. Tranfaclions and death of Efdras 
and Nebetwiab. 


W the death of Darius, Xerxes, his fon, fucceeded 
\/ to the government: a prince who inherited his 
father’s piety and virtue, and confirmed all that his 
predeceflors had done in tavour of the Jewsand their 
religion, being firmly attached to both, 

Joachin, the fon of Jehu, was at this time high. 
prieft. But the name of the high-prieft of the Jews, 
who refided at Babylon, was Midras, a man ot mott 
exemplary picty and juitice, and univerfally beloved 
and refpedled by the people. Tie was fo well verfed 
in the Mofnic law, as to ftand highintheking’s eftcem 
onthataccount. Upon a resolution formed to go to 
Jerulalem, and take with him feveral of the Babylo- 
nian Jews, he defired fuch a letter from the king as 
might recommend him to the governors and heute- 
nants of Syria, which he accordingly obtained. 
was couched in cerms to thefollowing effect: 


* Nerxes, the king, to Efdras, the prieft, and reader 
* ofthe holy laws of God, greeting: 
‘3 f. 3 

“Whereas it is decreed by me, and my feven 
*counfellors, that whatever Ifraelites within my, do- 
“ minions, with their priefts and Levites, fhall chink 
“ ft co bear you company to Jerufaiem, Ihave, out 
“of my royal clemency, granted them ‘free liberty 
“© to go to Judwa to worfhip, according to the laws 
“© of their country; and likewife to take along with 
“them all che gold and filver, that your people 
* throughouc Babylon fhall willingly contribute to- 
“© wards chat fervice, for the purchafe of facrifices to 
“¢ offer upon thealtar to your God, and for making 
* fuch veflels of gold and filver, as you and your 
“ brethren fhall judge meet. It is alfo my royal will 
“and pleafure, that what is thus given you be dedi- 
“cated to your God. If you fhould have occafion 
“¢ tor any thing elle, ufe your owndilcretion, and fup- 
“ ply yourfelf out of the public treafure. To this 
“end [have already written to the commiffioners of 
Syria and Pheenicia, exprefsly.commanding them 
“to furnifh whatever Efdras, the prieft, and reader 
¢ of the laws of God, thall defire, without any delay. 
‘© Tn order to ‘obtain the Divine bleffing on myfelf 
*¢ and family, I-defire to have an hundred meafures 
“© of wheat dedicated to facred fervices, according to 
“ the provifion of the law. And TI do itri€tly charge 
“and require of the magiftrates, that they exact no- 
“thing trem the priefts, Levites, holy fingers, or 
“‘ others, attendants onthe temple, nor lay any bur- 
“ thens upon them. And I dohereby give you, Et- 
“* dras, full authority, according to the wifdom you 
“ have received from above, to conftitute judges to 
“ evecutejutticeto all the pcoplethroughout Syria and 
‘© Plrcenicia, who underftand the law, and are con- 
** fcientious In the diicharge of their duty. At the 
“ fame time do you inftruct the ignorant, to the 
“end that all tranigreffers againft the laws of God 
“nay be punithed according to their demerit; fome 
“ with pecuninry fines, and others with death, ac- 
“cording to the nature of the crimes, as upon due 
* examination may appear. Farewell.” . 


Upon the receipt of this letter, Efdras acknow- 
ledged the Divine goodnets, afcribing to the inter- 


. 


It 


“in number, as to. be .almoit beyond 


‘out the money he brought to the priefts who had the: 


‘he offered up burnt-offerings, according to the laws; 


- afflictions. In this ftate of defpondency_he fervently 


Boor yy 
pofition of Providence allthe benefits conferred on , 
the Jews through the inftrumentality, of the king, ta, 
The people were fummoned to a general meeting on * i 
this occafion at Babylon, where the letter was Tead thei, 
and a copy.of it tranferibed, and fent away to be oe 
communicated to all the Jews in-Media; bur Efdras 
referved the original. When the Jews undertftood the 
piety of Xerxes towards God, and his affection tor 
Efdras in particular, and their nation in general, they 
not only expreffled infinite fatisfaction, but haftened 
in great numbers with their effects to Babylon, with 
full. purpofe of returning to Jerufalem. But there * 
was another fore of Ifraelites, who, being accuftomed : 
to the place, ‘and fettled in their habitations, choles 
rather to continue where they were. This is the ti 
reafon wherefore there are but two tribes to be found eae 
in AGaand Europe under the Roman emperor. 
As to the other ten tribes, they are all’ planted be. 
yond the Euphrates, and fo prodigioufly increafed 
compura- 









tion. 
_ The publication of this recommendatory teitimo- 
nial brought over vaft numbers of people to Efdres; 


-notonly priefts and Levites, but temple-porters, 


fingers, and other attendants appertaining thereunto. 
He appointed arendezvous for tuch as were difpoied 
to return frqm captivity into their cwn country at 
the Euphrates, where, atter a three days faft, andof- rin, 
fering upfolemn vows and prayers fora profperous du:.is 
voyage (Efdras having declined the guard of fol- 
diers offered him froma reliance on the Divine pro- 
tection) chey began their journey on the twelith day 
of the firft meath, in the deventh year of the reign of 
Xerxes, and arrived at Jerutalem in the fifth month, , 
of the fame year, when Ljdras immediately delivered , 






cuftody of the holy treafure. It amounted to fix Hire 
hundred and fifty talents of filver, an hundred talents gure 
of filver veffels, twenty talents of veffels of gold, ~ 
and twelve talents of fine brafs, that was deemed ' 
more precious than golditfelf. Thefe were the pre- 
fents of the king and his. counfellors, and of the If 
raelites that continued in Babylon. —. - 

When Efdras had acquitted himf{elf- of his truft, 






















twelve bulls for the whole people of Lrael, jeventy- 
two fheep and lambs, and twelve goats for a fin-of- 
fering. He communicated alfg the king's letter to 
the governors of Phoenicia and Coelo-Syria, who held 
the {fraelites in great. honour;. and readily fupplied 
all their wants, when they found they could not dii- 
penfe with the king’s injunction. Thefe matters 
were accomplifhed under, the conduct of Efdras, who, 
doubtlefs, obtained the Divinefavour and protection 
for hisexemplary piety and virtue. oe 

- Soon after thefe happy events, a charge was exhi- 
bited to Efdras, that iome of the priefts and Levites 
had deviated from the law, and, of courfe, from their 
duty, in marrying into foreign families, and thereby 
polluting the facerdotal race. Application was made s 
to him at the fame time, to fupport and affert the tet? 
laws, left the Divine vengeance fhould fall upon the °3* - 
whole body of the people. for the iniquity of a fev. , 
Efdras, upon this complaint, rent his clothes, rorethe 
hair from his head, and ca{t himfelf on the ground, 
defpairing of effecting areform, as the principal men 
were concerned in this abomination, and it would be‘ 
in vain for him to Jay an injunction on them to part 
with their wives and children. | 

_Thofe who retained any fenfe of piety and huma- 
nity, both condoled with himand participated in his 


addreffed the Almighty, expreffing ‘* His fhame to 
“look towards heaven, becaute of the fins that the 
“ people had committed, while they had forgottea 
** what their forefathers had undergone on_account, 
“ oftheir wickednefs.” He befought “* God, who 
*¢ had faved a remnant outof the calamity and cap- 
“ tivity‘they had been in, and reftored them again 19 
“ Jerufalem, and to their own land, and had dil- 
“ bofed the hearts of the kings of Perfia_ to have 
“ compaffion on them, that he would alfo forgive 
*‘ them the fins they had now committed, which, 
“though they deferved death, yet he might, mcr- 
“ cifully condefcend to remitthe punifhment due 0 
** them.” ; 

After 
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; After Efdras thus exprefied his grief for the tranf- 
greffion of his countrymen, and implored the Divine 
mercy and forgivenets, in the hearing ofa promilcu- 
ous multitude, there came to him one Jechonias, a 
leading man in Jerufalem, witha public confeffion of 
the crime alledged againit them, advifing him, at the 
{ame time, to adjureall thofewhohad married ttrange 
women, contrary to the law, to calt them our, toge- 
ther with their ‘children, upon pain of the feveredt 
punifament, on zefulal of fubmiffion, i 
proved the counfcl; arid exaéted an oath trom the 
chief of the prieits and Levites, and all che principal 
men of Ifrael, that they would put away their ftrange 
wives, with their children, according to the couniel 
of Jechonias. When this was over, he went from the 
temple to the chamber of Joanan, the jon of Elia- 
fhib, where he {pent the whole day, without taking 
any fuftenance, through an exces of grief and agi- 
gation of mind. ‘ si . 

He nexe iifued a proclamation, by which all thofe 
who were returned from captivity, were enjoined to 
meet at Jerufalem in the courfe of two or three days, 
on the penalty of excommunication, and confifcation 
to the holy treafury, in cate of failure, either through 
neglect or contempt. Within three days the tribes 
of fudah and Benjamin aflembled, on the twentieth 
day of the ninth month, called, by the Hebrews, 
“Phebeth, and, by the Macedonians, Apellacus. When 
280 they had placed themfelves in the upper part of the 

 teniple, the elders being prefent, Eidras arofe, and 

teld chem, that, ‘© Whereas they were guilty of an 
“heinous crime, by marrying with ftrangers, in 
“contempt of theexprets law of their country; there 
“ were no other means of obtaining the Divine for- 
“* oivenels, and fecurity from the Divine vengeance, 
“ than by putting away the ftrange women with whom 
7 “ they had fointermarried.” They unanimoufly fig- 
ier nified compliance with the requifition ,; but obferved, 
ae prevail that as their number was great, and the feafon rigo- 
felon tovut yous, a matter of fuch importance would require ma- 
Bic.” ture deliberation. Upon this fuggeltion it was pro- 
wisi, pofed, that a commiffion of enquiry might be iffued 
out to ateleét number of leading men, who were in- 
nocent of the charge in queition. ‘fhe motion pafied 
without a diffentient voice; and, upon the firlt day 
of the tenth month, they entered upon theinquilition, 
which fully employed them till the firft day of the 
month following. Upon the ferutiny, .they found 
numbers of the kindred of Jefus, the high-prielt, as 
well as of other: priefts and Levites, and the refit of 
the Ifraelites, who, having agreater regard to the ob- 
fervance of the law than even to natural affection, 
immediately put away their wives, and the children 
born of them. After the folemnity of this abdica- 
tion, they offered up rams, according to cuftom, for 
peace-oftcrings; fothat it is deemed unneceffary to 
ipecity, either their characters or names. _Efdras, 
upon the whole, produceda general reformation; and 
eltablifhed a precedent, as an univerlal rule of con- 
duct for future generations. 
These At the celebration of the featt of tabernacles, in 
4 the feventh month, when a great mulcicude of the If- 
‘ raelites were affembled in that part of the temple 
«8, Which lookstowards theeatt, Efdras, at theirrequeft, 
read aloud to them the laws of Mofes, repeating the 
fame from morning to noon. ‘his public reading 
tended much to the edification of the hearers, as they 
were not only thereby taught a line of conduc for 
prelene and future obfervance, bur their reAleétion 
| was directed to the calamities their forefathers had 
: foffered for the violation of thofevery laws, to which 
t their cbedience would have fecured to them perma- 
: nent peace and happinefs. Efdras, perceiving them 
i melt into tears atthis affecting confideration, advifed 
‘ them to refrain from inordinate forrows, as incompa- 
; tble with the prefent feltive occafion, on which they 
should indulge chemfelves in innocent mirth; while 
they retained in their minds fuch fenfe of paft mifde- 
meanours as to prevent a future relapfe. The people, 
enccuraged by his candid and friendly advice, cele- 
rated the feaft with chearful conviviality, and then 
Teturned to their own habitations; but not till they 
had paid moft grateful acknowledgments to Efdras 
for the important reformation he had wrought ina 
point fo effential to the laws and religion of their 
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this meritorious fervice, he lived with horiour, and 
died full of years, and much regretted, at Jerufalern, 


THE 


where he was interred with a foleminity fuitable to his Joachim, 
facred character. Joachim, the bigh-priett, died alfo the high- 


about the fame time, and was fucceeded by his fon 
Eliafhib. . : 

There was amongft the Jewihh captives a certain 
perton whofe name was Nehemizh. This perfon, who 
Was cup-bearer to Xerxes, walking one day near Su- 


a af } SD. * arheay, z 
fa, the metropolis of Perfia, overheard fome travellers, wehemiah's 
chat were entering the city after a long journey, con. concern ive 


verfing in the Hebrew language. Thy 
to enquire whence they came. ~ Upon their replying 
from Judaza, he put feveral queftionsto them refpect. : 
ing the ftace of the people and city of Jerufalem; 
when they gave for antwer, thar things, in general, 
were in a bad ftate, as their walls had been demolifh_ 
ed; and the Jews had fuftained the greateft injuries 
trom the neighbouring naticns, which annoyed them 
day and night, overrunning and Jaying wafte their - 
country, iniomuch that great numbers were led cap- 
tive out of Jerufalem itfelf, and the roads in the day 
time were tound ftrewed with dead bodies. Nehemiah 
burit into tears of commiferation for the calamities 
of his countrymen, and, ina fuppliant poflure, hum- 
bly enquired ofthe Almighty, ‘* How long he would 
be plealed to difregard the miferies of the Hebrew 
nation, and iuffer them to be made the prey and fpoil 
of all men.” ~ 

_ While he was thus deploring the wretched ftate of 
his country, word was brought him, that the king 
was about to fit down to fupper; upon which he hatt- 
ed, in much diforder and confufion, to attend the'du- 
ties of his office as cup-bearer. ‘The king, being 
more chearful than common after fupper, caft an eye 
upon Nehemiah, and obferving his countenance de- 
jected, demanded the caufe. Having put up an ejacu- 
latory prayer toheaven togivean energy to his words, 
he replied’to this effeé: 
«c _tdow is it poffible for me, O king, to. appear 
«, Otherwife than dejected, when the place of my na- 
«, tyity is laid wafte; Jerufalem reduced co an heap 
«c Of Tubbith, the gates burnt, the tombs 2nd monu- 
qc Mieats of my anceftors broken up, and the afhes of 
a the venerable dead facrilegioufly prophaned. Deign 
ie thou, O king, to grant the boon J humbly preter, 
. that L may have your royal permiffion to repair to 
(, Jerufalem to affiitin the rebuilding of the walls, and 

in the remaining work of finifhing the temple.” 


‘The king granted his petition, and having pro- 
miled him Jetters recommendatory to the governors 
of thé feveral provinces through which he was to 
pals, with orders to treat him with due refpeét, and 
jupply him with every neceflary he might require, 
dilmiiied him with an injunétion to cait offhis melan- 
choly, and proceed in the difcharge of the duties of 
his office with his ujual chearfulnefs, Nehemiah, 
upon this gracious reception and affurance, relumed 
himftelf, and acknowledged the bleffing of Providence, 
that had fo remarkably interpofed in his favour. 

‘On the following day the king fent for him, and 
gave him lerters ot credit and recommendation to Sa- 
dzus, governor of Syria, Phoenicia, and Samaria, 
with initructions to receive and aMift him according 
to promife. Hie went Artt to Babylon, and from 
thence, with.as many of his countrymen as volunta- 
rily offered to bear him company, proceeded to Jeru- 
falem, in the twenty-fifth year of thercignof Merxes; 
and having firit exhibited his credentials to the in- 
{peétion of his private friends, he delivered them to 
Sadzeus and his colleagues, according to the fuper- 
f{cription. Fle then fummoned a general aflembly up 
to Jerufalem, and addrefied them in the temple to 
the following purport: 


** Ye muft fee and know, O mén of Judea, that we | 

** ourfelves are, at this day, under the fuperintend- 
*¢ ing providence of the fame Almighty and merci- 
“ ful Being, who brought about fo many wonderful 
“events, froma gracious regard to the piety and 
‘ virtue of our forefathers Abraham, Lfaac, and Ja- 
“cob. I am now_to declare to you, that it is 
‘© through favour of that Being that I have obtained 
** permiffion of the king to enter on the rebuilding 
© of your walls, and the finifhing of the work of the 
Uu * temple, 
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go to Jerus 








168 


Darius ef- 
poufes their 
caufe, 


Death of 
Darius. 


‘ 
“Called in 
feripture 
Artaxerxes. 


* a 
Xerxes fuc- 
eceds his fae 
ther Darius 
on the 
throne of 
Pertia. 


Elras ine 
tends to go 
to Jerufalem 


1 Efdzas 7. 
Obtains the 
fandtion of 
Xerxes. 


ANTIQUITIES or rue JEWS. 


*¢ interrupting and rebuilding of the temple, and re- 
°¢ fufing to bear your part in the charge of the facri- 
* Gces, which, by my command, you oughtto have 
“ done: this is to will and require you, upon fight of 
“ this lecter, forthwithtofupply themout of my trea- 
“fury, in Samaria, with whatever they fhall want 
* forthe ulé of their facrifices and worfhip, to the 
“Send that they may offer up daily prayers and ob- 
“¢ Jations both for myfelf and for my people.” 

This letter put an effectual end to all contefts be- 
tween the Jews and Samarians, the Jatter paying the 
tribute demanded for the fervice of the temple with- 
out farther oppofition; and this is the laft good of- 
fice that Darius did the Jews, as he died foon after, 
univerfally lamented by his fubjeéts. 


CHAP. V. 


Xerxes, the fon and fucceffor of Darius, is well difpofed 
towards the Fews. Tranfaétious and death of Kfdras 
and Nebemiah, : 


ON the death of Darius, Xerxes, his fon, fucceeded 
\ to the government: a prince who inherited his 
father’s piety and virtue, and confirmed all that his 
predeceffers had done in favour of the Jews and their 
religion, being firmly attached to both, 

Joachin, the fon of Jehu, was at this time high. 
prieft, But the name ofthe high-prieft of the Jews, 
who refided at Babylon, was Midras, a man or mott 
exemplary picty and juitice, and univerfally beloved 
and refpedled by the people. Jie was fo well verfed 
in the Mofiic law, as to {tind high inthe king’s efteem 
on thataccount. Upon arefolution formed to go to 
Jerufalem, and take with him feveral of the Babylo- 
nian Jews, he defired fuch a letter from the king as 
might recommend him to the governors and heute- 
nants of Syria, which he accordingly obtained. It 


was couched in terms to thefollowing effect: 


“ Xerxes, the king, to Efdras, the prieft, and reader 
* of the holy laws of God, greeting: 
. f. 5 

“Whereas it is decreed by me, and my feven 
* counfellors, that whatever I{raelites within my, do- 
© minions, with cheir priefts and Levites, fhall think 
“© fic co bear you company to Jerufaiem, Ihave, out 
“of my royal clemency, granted them ‘free liberty 
“* to go to Judea to worfhip, according to the laws 
* of their country and likewife to take along with 
“them all the gold and filver, that your people 
* throughouc Babylon fhall willingly contribute to- 
“wards that service, forthe purchafe of facrifices to 
“© offer upon thealtar to your God, and for making 
*€ uch vefiels of gold and Silver, as you and your 
© brethren fhall judge meet. It is allo my royal will 
“¢ and pleafure, that what is thus given you be dedi- 
“cated to your God. If you fhould have occafion 
*¢ for any thing elie, ufe your owndilcretion, and {up- 
“¢ ply yourfelt out of the public treafure. To this 
“end {have already written tothe commiffioners of 
“¢ Syria and Phoenicia, exprefsly commanding them 
“ cofurnifh whatever Efdras, the prieft, and reader 
S¢ of che laws of God, fhall. defire, without any delay. 
“Tn order to obtain the Divine blefling on myfelf 
«¢ and family, I defire to have,an hundred meafures 
“¢ of wheat dedicated to facred fervices, according to 
“ the provifion of the law. And I do itri€tly charge 
“© and require of the magiftrates, that they exact no- 
“thing trom the prietis, Levites, holy fingers, or 
“© orhers,. attendants on the temple, nor lay any bur- 
“¢ thens upon them. AndI do hereby give you, Ef 
“¢ dras, full authority, according tothe wifdom you 
“* have received from above, to conftitute judges to 
* execute julticeto allthe peop ict brouehoursyraahd 
“© Pheenicia, who underftand the law, and are con- 
*¢ fcientious in the diicharge of their duty. At the 
“ {ame time do you inftruct the ignorant, to the 
“ end that all tranigreflers againft the laws of God 
“inay be punifhed according to their demerit; fome 
“¢ wirh pecuniary fines, and others with death, ac- 
“cording to the nature of the crimes, as upon due 

* cxamination may appear. Farewell.” ; 


Upon the receipt of this letter, Efdras acknow- 
ledged the Divine goodneis, afcribing to the inter- 


‘out the money he brought to the priefts who had the wi 


- afflictions. In this ftate of defpondency_he fervently 


- © compaffion on them, that he would alfo forgive 


| 
Book yy 
pofition of Providence allthe benefits conferred on 
the Jews through the inftrumentality, of the king, Eta, 
The people were fummoned to a general meeting on kours 
this occafion at Babylon, where the letter was read, “"" 
and a copy.of it tran{cribed, ,and fent away to bettie; 
communicated to all the Jews in. Media; bur Efdras 
referved the original. When the Jews underftood the 
piety of Kerxes towards God, and his affection for 
ffdras in particular, and their nation in general, they 
not only exprefiled infinite fatisfaction, but haftened 
in great numbers with their effects to Babylon, with 
full purpofe of returning to Jerufalem. But there x: 
was another fort of Iiraelites, who, being accuftomed ‘ 
to the place, ‘and fettled in their habitations, chole swusncy 
rather to continue where they were. This is the lai’ 
reafon wherefore there are but two tribes to be found ae 
in Afia and Europe under the Roman emperor, ve 
As to the other ten tribes, they are all! planted be. 







_yond the Euphrates, and {o prodigioufly increated 


in number, as to. be .almoft beyond compura- 
tion. ; 

_ The publication of this recommendatory teftime- 
nial brought over vaft numbers of people to Efdras; 


-notonly priefts and Levites, but tenple-porters, 


fingers, and other attendants appertaining thereunto. 
He appointed arendezvous for iuch as were difpofed 
to return frqm captivity into their cwn country at 
the Euphrates, where, after a three days faft, and cf. r; 
tering upfolemn vows and prayers for a profperous du: 
voyage (Eldras having declined the guard of fol- 
diers offered him troma reliance on the Divine pro- 
tection) they began their journey on the twelith day 
of the firft month, in the leventh year of the reign cr 
Xerxes, and arrived at Jerufalem in the fifth month, 
of the fame year, when Efdras immediately delivered i 










cuftody of the holy treafure. It amounted to fix 
hundred and fifty talents of filver, an hundred talents gure. 
of filver veffels, twenty talents of veffels of gold, ~ 

and twelve talents of fine brafs, that was deemed | 
more precious than golditfelf. Thefe were the pre- 

fents of the king and his counfellors, and of the Ii- 

raelites that continued in Babylon. : 

When Efdras had acquitted himfelf-of his truft, 
he offered up burnt-oftrings, according to the laws; 
twelve bulls for the whole people of Irae, teventy- 
two fheep and lambs, and twelve goats for a fin-of- 
fering. He communicated alfo the king’s letter to 
the governors of Phoenicia and Coelo-Syria, who held 
the Lfraelites in great. honour,- and readily fupplied 
all their wants, when they found they could not dil- 
penfe with the king’s injunction. Thefe matters 
were accomplifhed under the conduét of Efdras, who, 
doubtlefs, obtained the Divine favour and protection 
for hisexemplary piety and virtue. es 

- Soon after thefe happy events, a charge was exhi- 
bited to Efdras, that fome of the priefts and Levites 
had deviated from the law, and, of courfe, from their 
duty, in marrying into foreign families, and thereby 
polluting theiacerdotal race. Application was made . 
to him at the fame time, to fupport and affert thet 
laws, left the Divine vengeance fhould fall upon the 
whole body of the people for the iniquity of a few. 
Efdras, upon this complaint, rent his clothes, rorethe si 
hair from his head, and caft himfelf on the ground, 
defpairing of effecting areform, as the principal men Feet 
were concerned in this abomination, and it would be 75 
in vain for him to lay an injunétion on them to part 
with their wives and children. | 

_Thofe who retained any fenfe of piety and huma- 
nity, both condoled with himand participated in his 
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addreffed the Almighty, expreffing ‘* His fhame to 
“look towards heaven, becaute of the fing that the 
“© people had committed, while they had forgotten 
© what their forefathers had undergone on_account. 
“ oftheir wickednefs.” He befought ‘¢ God, who 
“had faved a remnant outof the calamity and cap- 
** rivity'they had been in, and reftored them again to 
*€ Jertifalem, and to their own land, and had dif- 
“* bofed the hearts of the kings of Perfia_to have 


*¢ them the fins they had now committed, which, 
“though they deferved death, yet he might, mcr- 
* cifully condefcend to remit the punifhmenc duc 0 
ce 22 7 * ? 
them. 
After 
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After Efdras thus expreffed his grief for the tran[- 
ereffion of his countrymen, and implored the Divine 
mercy and forgiveneis, in the hearing of a promilcu- 
ous multicude, there came to him one Jechonias, a 
leading man in Jerufalem, with a public confeffion of 
the crime alledged againit them, advifing him, at the 
fame time, to adjureall thofe whohad married itrange 
women, contrary to the law, to cait them our, toge- 
ther with their children, upon pain of the fevereft 
punifhment, on-refulal of fubmiffion. | 
proved the countel; and exacted an oath from the 
chief of the prietts and Levites, and all the principal 
men of Iirael, that they would put away their ftrange 
wives, with their children, according to the countel 
of Jechonias, When this was over, he went from the 
temple to the chamber of Joanan, the jon of Elia- 
fhib, where he jpent the whole day, without taking 
any fuftenance, through an exces of grief and agi- 
tation of mind. : : 

He next iffued a proclamation, by which all thofe 
who were returned from captivity, were enjoined to 
meet at Jerufalem in the courfe of two or three days, 
on the penalty of excommunication, andconfiication 
to the holy treafury, in cafe of failure, either through 
negleét or contempt. Within three days the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin afflembled, on the twentieth 
day of the ninth month, called, by the Hebrews, 
Thebeth, and, by the Macedonians, Apelloeus. When 


told them, that, ‘S Whereas they were guilty of an 
“heinous crime, by marrying with ftrangers, in 
“ contempt of the exprefs law of their country; there 
“ were no other means of obtaining the Divine for- 
“* givenels, and fecurity from the Divine vengeance, 
“ than by putting away the range women with whom 
* they had fo intermarried.” They unanimoufly fig- 
nified compliance with the requifition ; but obferved, 
that as their number was great, and the feafon rigo- 
rous, a matter of fuch importance would require ma- 
ture deliberation. Upon this fuggeftion it was pro- 
poled, that a commiffion of enquiry might be iffued 
out to afeleét number of leading men, who were in- 
nocent ofthe charge in queition. ‘(he motion paffed 
without a diffentient voice; and, upon the firtt day 
ofthe tench month, they entered upon theinquifition, 
which fully employed them till the firft day of the: 
month following. Upon the ferutiny, they found 
numbers of the kindred of Jefus, the high-prieit, as 
well as of other priefts and Levites, and the reit of 
the Ifraelites, who, having agreater regard to the ob- 
jervance of the law than even to natural affection, 
immediately put away their wives, and the children 
born of them, After the folemnity of this abdica- 
tion, they offered up rams, according to cuftoim, for 
peace-offerings; fo that ic is deemed unneceffary to 
ipecify, either their characters or names. Efdras, 
upon the whole, produceda general reformation; and 
eltablifhed a precedent as an univerial rule of con- 
duct for future generations. 

Atthe celebration of the feaft of tabernacles, in 


4 the feventh month, when a great multitude of the If- 


> tule 


raclites were affembled in that part of the temple 
at theirrequeit, 
read aloud to them the laws of Mofes, repeating the 
fame from morning to noon. This public reading 
tenced much to the edification of the hearers, as they 
were not only thereby taught a line of conduc for 
prefent and future obfervance, but their reflection 
was directed to the calamities their forefathers had 
fuffered for the violation of thofevery laws, to which 
their obedience would have fecured to them perma- 
neat peace and happinels. Efdras, perceiving them 
melt into tears atthis affecting confideration, advifed 
them to refrain from inordinate forrows, as incompa- 
uble with the prefent feltive occafion, on which they 
Should indulge chemfelves in. innocent mirth; while 
they retained in their minds fuch fenfe of pait mifde- 
meanours as to prevent a future relapie. The people, 
enccuraged by his candid and friendly advice, cele- 
rated the feaft with chearful conviviality, and then 
returned to their own habitations; but nor till they 
nad paid mofk grareful acknowledgments to Eldras 
or the Important reformation he had wrought in a 
Point to effential to the Jaws and religion of their 
at Having obtained an univerlal efteem ky 
» I5. 


Jefdras ap-. 


OF JEW S. 
this meritorious fervice, he lived with honour, and 
died full of years; and much regretted, at Jerufalem, 
where he was interred with a folemnity fuitable co his 
facred character. Joachim, the high-priett, died allo 
about the {ame time, and was fucceeded by his fon 
Eliathib. , 

There was amongit the Jewifh captives a certain 
perion whofe name was Nehemizh. This perfon. who 
was cup-bearer to Xerxes, walking one day near Su- 
fa, the metropolis of Perfia, overheard iome travellers, 
that were entering the city after a long journey, con. 
verfing in the Hebrew language. This excited him 
to enquire whence they came. 
from Judzea, he put feveral queftions to them refpeét- 
ing the ftate of the people and city of Jerufalem; 
when they gave for anfwer, that things, in general, 
were in a bad ftate, as their walls had been demolifh_ 
ed, and the Jews had fuftained the greatett injurics 
from the neighbouring naticns, which annoyed them 
day and night, overrunning and laying watte cheir 
country, inlomuch that great numbers were led cap- 
tive out of Jerufalem ittelf, and the roads in the day 
time were found ftrewed with dead bodies. Nehemiah 
burit into tears of commiferation for the calamities 
of his countrymen, and, ina fuppliant pofture, hum- 
bly enquired of the Almighty, ‘** How long he would 
be plealed to difregard the miferics of the Hebrew 
nation, and {fuffer them to be made the prey and {poil 
of all men.” ; 

. While he was thus deploring the wretched ftate of 
his country, word was brought him, that the king 
was about to firdown to fupper; upon which he haft- 
ed, in much diforder and confulfion, to attend the du- 
ties of his office as cup-bearer. The king, being 
more chearful than common after fupper, caft an eye 
upon Nehemiah, and obferving his countenance de- 
jected, demanded the caufe. Having put up anejacu- 
latory prayer tohcaven togivean energy to his words, 
he replied to this effea: ; 

" “ Flow is it poffible for me, O king, to appear 
e otherwife than dejected, when the place of my na- 
i, tivity is laid wafte,; Jerufalem reduced to an heap 

_ of rubbith, the gates burnt, the tombs and monu- 
ec ments of my anceftors broken up, and the abhes of 
i the venerable dead facrilegioufly prophaned. Deign 
. thou, O king, to grant the boon I humbly preter, 
that [ may have your royal permiffion to repair to 
e, Jerusalem to affiltin the rebuilding of the walls, and 

in the remaining work of finifhing the temple.” 


The king granted his petition; and having pro- 
miled him letters recommendatory to the governors 
of thé jeveral provinces through which he was to 
pals, with orders to treat him with due refpeét, and 
jupply him with every neceflary he might require, 
ditmiiiéd him with an injuntion to catt offhis melan- 
choly, and proceed in the difcharge of the duties of 
his office with his utual chearfulnefs. Nehemiah, 
upon this gracious reception and affurance, relumed 
himielf, and acknowledged the bleffing of Providence, 
that had fo remarkably interpofed in his favour. 

On the following day the king fent for him, and 
gave him letters of credit-and recommendation to Sa- 
dzus, governor of Syria, Pheenicia, and Samaria, 
with initructions to receive and aMfift him according 
to promife. Fie went firft to Babylon, and from 
thence, with.as many of his countrymen as volunta- 
rily offered to bear him company, proceeded to Jeru- 
falem, in the twenty-filth year of thercignof Xerxes ; 
and having firit exhibited his credentials to the in- 
{peétion ot his private friends, he delivered: them to 
Sadeus and his colleagues, according to the fuper- 
fcription. He then fummoned a general aflembly up 
to Jerufalem, and addreffed them in the temple to 
the following purport: 
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“Ye mutt {ce and know, O mén of Judea, that we | 


“* ourfelves are, at this day, under the fuperintend- 
** ing providence of the fame Almighty and merci- 
“ ful Being, who brought about fo many wonderful 
“events, froma gracious regard to the piety and 
‘* virtue of our forefathers Abraham, Maac, and Ja- 
“cob. I am now_to declare to you, thar it is 
** through favour of that Being thar I have obtained 
“© permiffion of the king to enter on the rebuilding 
“© of your walls, and the finifhing of the work of the 

Uu ** temple, 


Addreffes 
them upon 
the impor- 
tantoccafion 








“temple. Bue taking it for granted, that neigh: 
“ bouring nations are not only averie co, but de- 
“termined to counteraét you in the defign, I re- 
 comrncnd itto you, in the firft place, to rely folely 
© on the power of the Almighty, who will certainly 
“delat all the efforts of your enemies.; and next, 
“ that you exert yourlelves in the profecution of the 
“ work night and day, without intermiffion, while 
* che lealon affords opportunity. 

Having delivered this addrefs, he gave orders to 
the magittrates to durvey the ground, take mealure 
of the walls, and, from due computation, make an 
equal diflribution of the work amonglt the people, 
according tothe proportions of the inhabitants incity, 
Nehemiah LOWN, OF village, promifing, at the fame time, the al- 
Nebemitiye Gltance of himielf, and all that belonged to him, in 
undertaking the fervice, and then dilcharged the Ben 

The authority of Nehemiah had fuch anefie& upon 
the people, that they applied themfelves molt affidu- 


The Ifrael- oufly co the undertaking. From this timethecountry 
ites called Wwascalled Judea; and forermed frem the tribe of Ju- 
fittime. dah, that tormerly poffefled that quarter of the world. 


The report of this undertaking no fooner reached 
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Samarians, and 
the Ccoelo-Syrians, than they determined to leave no- 
thing unattempted, either by force or treachery, to 
counteraét it. Accordingly they lay in ambufh for 
the Jews up and down in every quarter, and took off 
many of them by furprizé. They kept affaffins in 
pay to attempt the life of Nehemiah; and alarmed the 
multitude with menaces of invafion to fuch a degree, 
that, through apprehenfion of impending danger, 
they were ready to defift from their work. But Ne- 
hemiah maintained his ground with undaunted re- 
folution, and, under the decuricy of a flender guard, 
profecuted the work, without fenfe of wearineis, or 
apprehenfion of danger. Nor was he anxious tor his 
own fafety merely in the provifion of a guard for his 

perfon; bucit arofe from an affurancethatif he fhould 
be cut off, the men would never finifh the building. 

. He therefore ordered that, in future, all the men 
fhould work withthcir fwords by their fides, and 
Nchemiah’s their bucklers at a convenient diltance, to have them 
‘jnudene die in readinels. Hie alfo appointed trumpeters to be 
redion of — potted within five hundred paces of each other, to 
the bufinels give the alarm upon any dilcovery of anenemy, that 
the people might have time to {tand to their arms, 
without any danger of a furprize. He went round 
the city almoft every night, and became fo inured to 
labour, abitinénce, and watching, that he furmounc- 
ed ‘all thofe difficulties, taking of food and fleep no 
‘This was 
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an nae the courle of his life for two years and three months ; 
tion. at theexpiration of which the walls were finifhed, in 


the cwenty-cighth year and ninth month of the reign 
of Nerxes, : 

Upon the perfecting of the work, Nehemiah, and 
the people, offered up dacrifice, and kepr a teltival for 
eight days; an event highly unwelcome and difplea- 

Se fing, to the Syrians. Nehemiah, obferving that the 

furesto peo CHTY Wes thin of inhabitants, perfuaded all the priefts 

ple thecity. and Levites, who lived contiguous, to take up-their 
refidence in town, promifing to furnifh chem with 
houfes at his own expence. Me hkewile ordered 
peopi¢in the country, who followed hufbandry, to 
carry their tenths into the city, for the maintenance 
of the prictts and Levites, chat they might not be di- 
verted by any worldly concerns from attending the 
duties of their office. This was readily agreed to; 
and by thefe means the city became better peopled. 

After tchefe snd many other great and glorious ac- 
tions, worthy of eternal honour, Nehemiah, in an ad- 

Mea oot¢ vanced age, departed this life. Ide was a man of un- 
Nehemiah. feigned piety, itriét probity, and unfullied virtue; 
eminent tor genuine philanthropy and patriotifm, as 
appears from rhe whole of his crantactions refpecting 
the peopleand city of Jerofalem. This may fuffice as 
a brief narrative of events during the reign of Xerxes. 


Nehemiah 


Death and 


Cyrus, CTIA Pp.. VI.- 
a Xerxes is fucceeded by his foi Artaxerxes, wader whefe 
haiedin rege £be nation of the Fews cvas in danger of being ex- 


{criptare irpated. Particulars ceneerniag Eeftber, Mordecai, Sc. 





LIN the death of serxes, the government defcend- 
S ed cohis fon Cyrus, whom the Greeks call Ar- 
taxerxes, in whole rcign over the Perfians, the whole 


father. 
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nation of the Jews, with their wives and children, 
-were in Great danger of being deltroyed, as we fhall 
fhew in due time and place. It is neceifary that we 
fhould previoully attend to fome particulars that re- 
lated to the king himielf, concerning his marriage. 
with a woman of the blood royal of the Jews, and 

who is reprefented in the annals of hiftory as the pro- 
tectrefs of our nation. 

When Artaxerxes had afcended the throne, and 
fettled the government of an hung@red and twenty. - 
feyen provinces, between India and Ethiopia, he made Ans 
a moit magnificent and dumptuous entertainment at fei} 
Sata, in the third year of his reign, where he regaled tenimn 
his noble guetts, ina manner becoming the dignity of *. 
fo great a monarch, during the term.of an hundred 
and fourfcore days. After this he prepared another Thr 
entertainment for feveral foreigners and their ambat- 5 
fadors, for feven fucceffive days, which was conduct- 
ed in the following manner. ‘There was a tent erect- 
ed, upon gold and Gilver pillars, covered with purple 
and finelinen, and fufficiently capable for the recep- 
tion of fome thoufands of people. The wine was 
ferved in golden cups, ornamented with precious 
ftones in fuch a manner, as at once to excite curio- 
fity, and afford exquifite delight. Orders were given 
to the fervants not to ply the gueits with wine incel- 
fantly, after the Perfian cuftom, but permit every man 
to drink at liberty; and proclamation was made 
throughout the king’s dominions, that they fhould 
fet a certain number of days apart for the celebration 
oF a feftival for the fafery and profperity of the king- 

om. : oe 

Queen Vafhti alfo had herapariments in the palace. 
She was fo remarkably beautiful, that the king, de- 
firous of fhewing her to his guefts, fent for her ro 
come into the grand chamber, where they were con- 
vened. ' Butas the laws of Perfia do not allow wives ‘The gus 
to be feen by any befides their domeflics, trom a re- diobet 
gard to that prohibition fhe refufed to go to the king, Khe 
not only once, but perfitted in the denial, notwith- """ 
ftanding feveral orders brought her by the eunuchs 
to the fame purpofe. The king was fo incenfed at 
this ob{tinacy, that, after the teftival was over, he 
fent for the commiffioners that were expreisly ap- 
pointed for the interpretation of the Perfian laws, to 
advileé him in what manner he fhould punifh the 
contumacy and obftinacy of his queen, complaining 
that fhe had not only once, but repeatedly difobeyed 
his commands. One of them, whofe name was 
Muchzeus, gave it as his opinion, ‘* ‘That it was not 
as only’an indignity offered to royal authority, but a 

precedent of dangerous confequence to all his fub- 
** jects, fince other women might thereby be encou- 
“raged to contemn and difobey their hufbands; - 
“¢ and that therefore fo heinous an offence fhould be 
‘*-punifhed with a proportionable degree of feverity; 
“in fact, with nothing lefs than banifiment trem the 
ce king’s prefence for ever, by virtue of his royal will 5, cau 

“and pleafure, publifhed by proclamation.” The duos & 
king was fo divided between the love he bore the v. 
queen, on the one hand, and’ the regard he had for 
his dignity, on the other, that he remained fome time 
in a ftate of moft tormenting fufpenfe. While he 
was inthis anxiety of thought, his countfellors endea- 
voured to divert him from the refolucion of making 
himfelf miferable for the unprofitable love of one 
woman, while he might make his choice fromacollec- 
tion of the frft beauties through the feveral provinces 
of his dominions, and feleé&t her as a wife to whom, 
in a general view, he fhould find the warmeft attach- 
ment. 4 : . 
The king, on fecond thought, approved theadvice, © 
and immediately difpatched commiffioners through: yr 
out his dominions, to feleét the moft celebrated beau ot his" 
tics they could nd, and bring them up to him. fl 
Vhe commiffioners~ were very diligent in the execu: 
tion of their charge, and, amongtt others, difcover¢ 
a virgin in Babylon, whofe name was Either. Her 
parents being dead, the was brought up in the houfe 
of her uncle Mordecai, a man of rank amongit the 56 
Jews. This virgin fo far excelled the reft, for the , 
beauties and graces of her perfon, that fhe was an vs 
‘object of general attraction and admiration. She 
was committed to the care ofone of the eunuchs; aw 
treated with all poffible delicacy and refpedt, ane ii” 
prefented with cficnces, perfumes, and all curiofine’, 
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cfart ufed by the fex, as. ornamental embellifhments. 
Thus was Hither, cogether with tour hundred vir- 
gins, treated, for the ipace of fix months, in which, 
Being prepared for the, king’s bec, they were indi- 
vidually and feparately introduced by the eunuch to 
the king, who having received them into his arms, 
fent them by the fame eunsch. Pe . 
When Ltther was prefented, he was fo tranfported 
with che charms of her perion, the clegance of her 


7 tek ee 
* deporrment, and the allurements of her converfation, 
ee 


that heimmediately relolved to mke her to wife; and 
the nuptials were accordingly celebrated in eee 
venth year of his reign, and the tweltth month, which 
is called Adar, with the greateit pomp and magnil- 
cence. A moft {plendid entertainment was given 
upon the occafion to the great men of the Medes and 
Periians, and other nations, for the ipace of a whole 
month. When the queen entered the royal palace, 
the king placed the crown upon her head, and treat- 
ed her inevery reipeét worthy of her dignified fitua- 
tion, wholly regardlefs of her country or extraction. 
Her uncle Mordecai removed from Babylon to Sula; 
und would often enquire, at the gate of the royal pa- 
‘Jace, concerning the welfare of Eflher, who was as 
dear to him as his own child. 


The king, ar this time, caufed a law to be enacted, 


srohibiting any of his domettics trom approaching 
him while he fac upon his royal throne, unlels they 
were called or fentfor, upon pain of loling their heads ; 
and there were officers appointed to be in readinets 
to exact the penalty. In the mean time he had a 
golden iceptre in his hand; and when he was difpoled 
to pardon any who had tranigreffed the law fo enact- 
ed, he held chac fceptre forth; and, upon their rouch- 
ing it, they were exempted from the penalty. : 
‘Chere was formed, fome time after this, a confpi- 
racy between, Bigathar and Terefh, two attendant 
eunuchs, againit the perfon of the king. Barnabaza- 
bus, afervant to one of them, and a Jew by extrac- 
tien, difcovered their treacherous defign to Morde- 
cai, the king’s uncle, and he, by means of Efther, to 
the king himielf, who put the criminals co the quei- 
tion, and, upon conviction, delivered chem both up 
to juitice. “L’he king gave Mordecai no other reward 
than that of appointing his fervice to be regiftered 
upon the record, and allowing him admittance to the 
palace, ‘with the privilege of one of his domettics. 
Haman, thefonof Ammedath, an Amalekite, being 
now advanced by the king, and coming frequently to 
court, the Perfians, as well as ftrangers, paid him the 
greatelt reverence; indeed, it was the king’s will and 
plealure that it fhould be fo. Mordecai was the only 
perfon that refuted to do him the homage, that mode 
ofrelpeét being contrary to the practice of his country. 
This exafperated_ the haughty Amalekice to fuch a 
degree, that he afked him what countryman he was; 
and finding him to be a Jew,:he broke out into a 
violent exclamation at the infolence of fuch a wretch, 
who, when all the nations, andthe free-born Perfians, 
made no hefitation at doing him the honour com- 
manded by the king, he fhould prefume to difobey. 
In this ft of rage he took the defperate refolution 
not only to be revenged on Mordecai, but to deftroy 
the whole race of Jews in the dominions’of Perfia. 
die might, ‘indeed, be fatther induced to carry his 
cefign into execution, by recollecting that his ancef- 
tors, the Amalekites, had been formerly beaten ‘put 





of the land, and exterminated by thofe people. To pers, 
petrate his malicious defign, he attended the king, ac- 
cording to ufual cuftom, and took an opportunity of ° 


reprelenting the Jews to him in the moft odious and 
contemptible light, exclaiming againft them as a vile 
gencration, unfociable in their dilpofition, barbarous 
in their manners, devoted to fuperititious laws and 
ceremonies, lurking up and down in every quarter of 
nis dominions, and, upon the whole, dilcovering 
themfelves, in every inftance of word and deed, the 


common enemies of mankind. He begged leave, . 


therefore, to obferve, that fuch being their known 
panne it was inconfiftent with the rules of policy 
oallow them any further toleration. He then fubmit- 


ae (cl to the king’s wifdom the propriety, nay the necef- 


ty, ofextirpating themoutot the Perlianempire: and 

diane of fo many fubjeéts fhould be thought to 

re ee n the king?s revenue, he propofed making up 
© uctect out of his own private forcune. 


x 


ANTIQUITIES 


or THE JEWS. 


The king was prevailed on, by the artful infinua- 
tions of this wicked and arrogant favourite, to fub- 
micthe dilpofal of the Jews to his entire dilcretion, 
and, at the fame time, difpenfe with his promife of 
making up the deficiency of the revenue, which was 
eftimated, in the treafury account, at forcy thoufand 
talents of filver. Haman, thus authorized, immediate- 
ly publifhed an ediét, inthe king’s name, and difperded 
it throughoutall his dominions, to this uffect: 


“The great king Artaxerxes to the hundred and 
*“ twenty feven governors of the provinces be- 
** cween India and Ethiopia, greeting. 


“Whereas it hath pleafed God to give me -the 
a command of fo many nations, and a dominion over 
“* the reft of the world as large as ] myfelf defire: 
. being refolved to do nothing that may be tyranni- 
: cal or grievous towards my people, and to beara 

* gentle and ealy rule over them, with an eye more 
“* elpecially to the prefervation of their peace and li- 
a berties, and to jettle them in a ftate of tranquillity 
., and happinefs not to be fhaken: all this I have ta- 
«, ken into mature deliberation; and being given to 
= underitand, by my trufty and well-beloved friend 
Be and counfellor Hiaman, a man of tried faith, pru- 
t, dence, and juitice, and whom I efteem -above all 
: others, that there is a mixture of inhuman people 
among my fubjecéts, who take upon them to go- 
** vern by their own laws, and to prefcribe ways to 
themlelves, in contempt of public order and go- 
_vernment; men, depraved both in their cuftoms 

and their manners, and cnemies not only to mo- 
‘ narchy, but to the methods of our royal adminit= 
tration: This is therefore to willand require, that, 
_ Upon notice, given you by Haman, (who is tome 
.a father), of the perlons intended by this my pro- 
_ clamation, you put all the faid perfons, men, wo- 
;, men, and children, to the fword, without any com- 
* miferation or favour, in ftriét purfuance of my de- 
“cree. And it is my furthercommand, that you put 
** this in-execution on the thirteenth day of the 
** twelfth inontlr of the prefent year, to make but one 
“° day’s work of the deftruction of all mine and your 


“ 
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** enemies, in order to the future peace and fecurity 


** of our lives.” 


This edit was rapidly difperfed throughout the 
wholeempire; and che people prepared themfelves ac- 


. cordingly for the abolition of the Jews, on theday ap- 


pee but the inhabitants of Sufa, the place of the 
king’s refidence, were particularly ttrenuous for ac- 
rying itintoexecution. The king and his favourite, 
inthe mean time, paifed their hours in conviviality; 
while che few humane among ft the Perfians fhudder- 
ed atthe idea of fo horrid a maffacre as that ap- 
proaching. ang 

When ‘Mordecai wasinformed of thetenor and pur- 
port.of this proclamation, he rent his garments, put 
on fackcloth, covered his head with afhes, and paifed 


Lamenta= 
tion of, 
Mordecai 
for the Jews 
Efther, iv, 


through the ftreets of the towh, exclaiming againtt* 


the flagrant iniquity of this horrid and barbarous de- 
fign againit the Jews. In_this manner he proceeded 
till he came to the gate of ‘the palace, where he was 
obliged to ftop, no man being permitted to enter in 
fuch a garb. Mordecai’s example was followed by 
all the Jews in the feveral cities within the Perfian 
dominions, who, upon notice of the king’s decree, 


_ were overwhelmed with defpair. 


Intelligence of this reaching the queen, (who was 
a ftranger to the decree being paffed), fhe was greatly 
affected thereby, and fent a meffenger to Mordecai, 
entreating him to lay afide that mournful habit, and 
refume the drefg that was confiftent with his firuation. 
But hé told th¢ meffenger he could not comply with 
the queen’s requeft, till the caule of his melancholy 
appearance was removed. In confequence of this 
aniwer, the queen fent Efetach, one of the king’s 
eunuchs, who was at that time in her prefence, to 
learn the reafon of Mordecai, wherefore he affumed 
fuch an appearance, and refufed to put it off at her 
particular requeft. Mordecai then related the whole 
tranfactiens in due form and order, fetting forth that 
the king, at the inftigation of Haman, had ifftied his 
royal proclamation, throughout all his dominions, for 
the extirpation-of the Jews, and that Haman ag ce 
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ANTIQUITIES 


’ fered a vaft fum of money, by way of compenfation, 
to induce him to do it. He then gave Fietach a copy 
of the decree to deliver, to the queen, imploring that 
fhe would make an humble application to the king, 
and intercede with him in their behalf, as the lives ot 
the whole nation were nowat ftake. He reprefented 
the neceffity of waving delay, as Haman was incef. 
fantly calumniating the Jews, and would continue to 
exaiperate the king againft them till he had gained 

. his peint. ee ; 

This account was faithfully delivered by the eu- 
nuch to the queen, who immediately returned an an- 
fwer to Mordecai, in which fhe excufed herfelf from 
engaging in the affair, fetting forth that an ordinance 
had been paffed, inhibiting any perfon, whether man 
or woman, on pain of death, from approaching the 
king when feated on his throne of ftate, without being 
called to-attend him, unlefs he would vouchiafe to 
hold forth his golden {ceptre. When Mordecaiheard 


this,-he preffed the queen once again, by the fame 


ameffenger, reprefenting, that it was not her own per-__ 


fonal fatety that was in queftion, but the fecurity of 
the whole race; and admonifhing her by no means to 
neglect the leaft opportunity of performing an office 
incumbent on her by every relative tie, andevery dic- 
tate of humanity. He further intimated his reliance 
on the Divine interpofition in behalf of a people who 
were unjuftly condemned to death by the vile arti- 
fices of an arrogant and ambitious man. 

This meflage roufed Efther, who immediately dif- 
patched the eunuch to Mordecai with this order and 
promife, thathe, and all the Jews in Sufa, fhould faft 
tor three days, as wouid herielf and fervants, and of- 
ter up their humble fupplications to the Almighty, 
that he’ would be pleated to profper her in fo hazar- 
dous an undertaking; at the expiration of which fhe 
would not fail to addrefs.the king, though at theha- 
zard of her life. Mordecai duly attended to the 
queen’s inftruétions, and having circulated the fame 
among{t the Jews, they ftrictly obferved the fait, and 
humbly befought.the Almighty to defeat the mali- 
cious defigns of their. enemies, to extend his mercy 
according as he was wont to, penitent offenders, and 
finally deliver them from the deftrudtion denounced 
againitthem. The wholemultitude joined, indeed, in 
6ne common addrefs, imploring the Almighty to 
vouchlafe them his protection, and avert that dread- 
tuljudgment.from the Itraelites that now hung over 
-their heads. , Cee alfo humbled herfelf be- 
fore God after the manner. of. her country, proftra- 
ting herfelf onthe earth, affuming a mourning habit, 
abitaining from every. ienfual gratification for. three 
days, and imploring the Divine interpofition in her 
behali,.that the king might be difpoted to attend to 
herinterceMontora miferableand perlecuted people, 
fo that ic might prevail, to the confufion of their 
_ enemies, and all their’ malicious ‘defigns upon her 
. diftrefied countrymen... 07 > : ; 

After three.days thus fpentin fervent fupplication 

. for the Divine mercy and compaffion, the queen put. 
on her royal attire, and, with.two attendants, bearing 
up her train, advanced ‘towards the king, her face 
being covered with a blufh expreffive both of majefly 
and grace, though, at the dame time, not without 
fome indication of doubtful apprehenfion. The daz- 


imagination that his countenance exprefied difplea- 
fure,fo affected the gentle Efther, that fhe immediate- 
ly {ell into a fwoon, and would. have funk to. the 


¢round, had {he not been fupported by her attendants. ~ 


“he king, alarmed at her fituation, defcended from 
his throne, embraced her in his arms, and, intenderett 
phraie, confoled her with an affurance that no ad- 
vantage fhould be taken of the law to her. prejudice, 
though fhe came uncalled, that decree extending 
only to fubjects, and confequently not to her, whom 
he efteemed as the partner of his empire. He then laid 
his golden iceptre gently on her neck, as a token of 
his affection, as well as confirmation of the aflurance 
he had fo lately given. ‘Thefe tender proofs of love 
and eflcem brought her back to the ufe of her reafon 
and fpeech, when fheexplained to the king the caufe 
of ber fwoon, which arofe from the impreifion of the 
awful appearance of his facred perfon, and an ap- 
prehenfion that his countenance exprefied difpleature. 
‘Thele words were uttered in, fuch a tone.of voice, 


- asthe beft exfedient, 


_ ing. them, the name of a perfon who had great ho- 


t io} c i > ¢ ; _ obtained the bounty of his .prince for -hi elity. Ti! 
zling luitre of the king feated’on his throne, and an. Be oe ance toe be Ace 
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and accompanied by fuch a difpofition of feature 
afforded amoftlively reprefentation of her fen§bi?} e 
and thereby acted fo compulfively on the king he 
in the moft explicit terms, he bade her prefer her a 
queft, declaring he would grant it, even ifir wa ma 
half of his kingdom. : une 
Upon this declaration Efther told him, all the de. s 
fired, at prefent, wes that he would be pleated toc mt 
toa banquet with her that day, and that he vad Hames, 
permit Hiaman to accompany him. Hier fuit was’ 
granted ; they cametogether; and when theentertain, 
ment was nearly over, with which the king expreffed 
the higheft fatisfaction, he again afked Fither whe 
requeit fhe had to make, repeating his former ee 
mife, that whatever it fhould be, he would cane 
though it were half his kingdom. he queen ie 
thinking this a proper time to open the fecret to the 
king, told hirh, that her defire, at prefent, was no 
more than that he would honour her the next day at 
alike entertainment, accompanied by Haman, when 
fhe would take the freedom to -prefent her petition 
The king was highly pleafed with the propofal; but 
thedittinguifhed honourconferred upon Haman ba. 
ing invited to accompany the king: to. the queen's’ 
banquet, fo increafed his pride and ambition, thathe 
expeéted nothing lefs than a refpeét and homage to 
be paid him as the jecond perfon in the kingdom 
Nor were.his expectations ill-founded, except in the Theent 
perfon of Mordecai, who, as he paffed him at the pa- o**™ 
lace gate, on his return, negleéted to pay him obe- aie 
dience. “As foonas he got home, he recounted to his © 
family, and particularly to his wife Zereth, the many 
inftances of efteem. he “had received, not only from 
the king, but likewife the queen, having been ata 
banquet.provided by the latter, and that the next 
day he was to: be prefent at d like invitation, accom- 
panying a King as before. ae 
- Fie could not, however, forbear complaining 
affront and dilrefpeét.which ‘Mordecai had Hee 
him ; and advifing with Zerefh, his wife, and hig rela- 
tions and friends, concerning the manner in which he 
fhould chaftife his; infolence, they propofed to‘him cae 
ft ex] to.order a gibbet to be erected ttre 
oo cubits high, and the«very next morning go to [.s* 
Me eine and errs A Brent for thé execution of suns 
I cai upon it. This advice was perfeétly-agree- 
able to Haman, who, imagining the king would net 
retufe his requeft, gave orders for the gibbet to be 
immediately erected. ae 
‘ But that.Omnifcient Being who difpofés of all 
events, was pleafed to direct things in fuch a manner, 
as to fruftrate the defign of the proud and cruel Ha- 
man; for, when he went to court the next morning, 
he found matters turn out very different to what heex- 
pected. It happened thatthe king thar morning awoke 
much fooner than ufual, and not being able to com- 
pote himielf again to fleep, in order to pafs the time 
in fome degree profitable, as well as entertaining, he 
ordered his fecretary to bring the memorials and ttate 
papers, as well antient as modern, and read their re- a4, ee 
ipective contents. The king found, upen the read- et 













nours and poffeffions. given him as a reward for a kis 


glorious and memorable ation; alfo of another; who 





The fecretary proceeded till he came to-the paffzge ° 
which made mention of Mordecai’s difcovery of the 
conipiracy of the two eunuchs, Bigrher and Tereth, 
againft his perfon; and when the king, upon enquiry, 
was given to underitand, that the man, for fo fignala 
fervice, had not received any reward, he feemed ex- 
ceedingly angry, and commanded the fecretary to {top 
at that record, and enquire of thecentinels what hour, 
it was. -Aniwer being broughre that it was break o: 
day, hedemanded to Know who waited without, and 
being told Haman, ordered him tobe called in, and, 
upon his entrance, thus addreffed ‘him: ‘‘* From? 
- perfuafion of your loyal attachment to my perfon 
a and government, I would afk of you what token 
. of honour you would advife me to beftow on the 
‘* man, to whom I have the greateft obligation ima 
* aginable, and that con{cientioufly with the dignity. 
of my royal character?” Haman, not doubting, 
but his own intere{t wasconcerned in the folution ot 
the queftion, prefuming ‘that he alone. muft be 
the perfon referred to, gave it as his opinion, a 
: t 
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the king fhould clothe the-man whom he defired to 
honour with his own royal apparel, mount hin on 
iis own herfe, prefent him with a golden chain, and 
caufe an herald to. make proclamation throughout 
the city, * Thus fhall be done to the man whom 
“theking vouchfafes to honour.” as : 

No fooner had Haman delivered his opinion, than 
the king, quite contrary to his expectation,command- 
ed him to take the horie, apparel, and chain, find out 
Mordecai, the Jew, array him in, chis attire,. and 
when mounted, to.march before him, making pro- 
clamation in qualicy of an officer; becaute, as the 
Iking’s favourite, he was the fictelt_man to advite 
with, and to execute his own countel. He concluded 
that Mordecai merited thele honours, fince to him 
he was indebred for his lite. | . 

This order cut the, imperious Haman to the very’ 
heart, as it was fo contrary to his expectation, his 
thoughts having been wholly employed on his own 
advancement. But the king’s word _was a law, and 
he knew there was no disputing it. Being, therefore, 
obliged to comply, he went with the horle, habit, 
and golden chain, in queft of Mordecai, and finding 
him at the palace gate, in his garbor humiliation, 
bade him diveit himielr of the Jackcloth, and puton 
the purple. The Jew, ignorant ot what had paficd, 
imputed this parade of ceremony to mockery, and 
reprobated Idaman as an | haid-hearted, intolent 
wretch, who delighted ro fpore with the miferies of 
mankind. - But Haman revfoned with him on the 
matter, and ‘at length convinced him that the king 
had commanded this honcur ‘to be done him, in re- 
compence of the fervice he had rendered him, in de- 
tecting the contpiracy of the eunuchs, and chereby 
daving his lite. Being thus fatished, he put on the 
purple and the golden chain, mounted the king’s 
horie, and paraded through the city, Kaman making 
proclamation before him, ‘* Thus fhail ic be’done to 
“the man whom the king’ defireth to honour.” 
Mordecai, after this, was uthered into the royal pre-. 
tence, while Haman departed to his own houfe, ftung 
with vexation, diiappointment, and defpair, being 
affured, trom the late tranfactions, that all his et- 
forts to'avenge himfelf on'the Jews would prove 
fruitleis, as the king had thus received Mordecai in- 
to his immediate favour and protection. _ 

While Hainan was relating thefe doleful tidings to 
his tamily, lamenting the difappointment.and great 
mortification he had met with, in being forced to pay 
fo fignal an honour to’ his moft hated enemy, the 
quecn’s eunuchs came .to call him away to fupper. 
One of them, whofe name was Sabuchades, oblerving 
a gibbeterected in the court, afked one of the fervants 
the meaning of it, and being told it was prepared for 
Mordecai, for whote execution Haman had obtained 
permifiionof the king, he refted apparently fatisfied. 

When the king and Haman were fet down to the 
banquet, and highly pleafed with theirenterrainment, 
the king afked Either again what her requeft was, at 
the fame time renewing his promife that he would not 
tail to grant ic her, though it fhould extend to the 
half of his kingdom. The queen, availing herfelf of 
this opportunity, with blufhing modetty, reprefented 
to the king, ** ‘hat her petition was for the fecurity 
of her own life, and ‘the lives of her people, as‘ there ' 
was a ploc laid againtt them; for their general deftruc’ 
tion. tind they (fhe obferved) been made flaves, that’ ’ 
calamity might have been tolerable ; fo.chat her {uit 
was, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to interpofe,: 
and avert the imminentextirpation ofthe whole race.??: 

The king no fooner heard Etther’s petition, than. 
he atked, with great emotion, who.it' was that durft . 
putfuch a defignon foot? The queen} without pre-’ 
varication, replied, that Haman was the authorof that 
advice, and that it proceeded from the impule of ma- 
fice tothe people. The king, rifing ‘up in a great paf- 


fion, immediately left the apartment, and retired into” 





ee as 
(a) In ail the eatern nazions, even to this day, the people 
}ean ona couch while they eats and EAher bzing atthattime- 
inthe fume podtieon, Haman took th: opportunity of proftra- 
ting himGlf betore her, acd, according to the cuilom of the 
Pordans, embraced ber fect. Is cannot be imagined that Ha- 
ssancoult, ar fuch atime, attemps to violate the challicy ofthe , 
gueen 5 bur the refeniment of Artaxerxes was thea fo. grear, 
tNo. 15, 
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the garden, in order to give vent to his refentment. 
Manian, by this time finding the ftorm gathering, took 
the opportunity of the king’s abience for fupplicating 
the queen for his life, acknowledging his error, anc 
prottrating himfelf on the bed ja before her in the 
mott humiliating manner. Ac this junéture the king 
returned, and feeing Haman in fucha pofition, was 
more exatperated by that circumitance than all the 
refit, and reviled him as the baieit of men, for fo info- 
lent an attempt on the honour of his queen. The 
‘eunuch then intormed che king of the gibbet of fifty 
cubits in height, which, by order of Hlaman, was 
erected for the execution of Mordecai, as he was made 


“to underitand by one of his fervants when -he went to 


The - 


give him an invitation to the queen’s banquet, 
King immediately fixed a refofution of infliéting the 
fame punifhment upon Haman that he had prepared 


173. 


The king 
highly in- 
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TTaman’s 


detign upor 


Mordecai 


for Mordecai, and ordered him immediately to be retaliates 


xxecuted upon the fanie gibbet, — ; 
I cannot pafs over this extraordinary event without 


upon hima 
felf. 


a comment on the infinitejuitice, wifdom, and power gemart of 
of che Almighty; not only in bringing Haman to de- Jofeghus. 


ferved punifhment, but caufing him to fall by the 
very Inare he had laid for the lite of an innocerit man, 
and thereby juflly retaliating fo execrable a delignon’ 


the bate inventor. . 
This ‘was the end of the imperious Haman, who 
had fo Aagranrly perverted the king?s peculiar favour 
and bounty. kis body was delivered up to juftice, 
and his wide eftate given to the queen, who appgint- 
ed Mordecai her fteward, ‘fhe queen had, by. this 
time, made it known to the king, that Mordecai 
was her near relation; upon which he fent fer him, 
and delivered him the ring with which Haman had 
been entrufted before. The poffeffions of Hlaman,: 
which the king had granted to the queen, fhe tranf- 
ferred to Mordecai; and then prefented a fecond pe- 
tition to her royal cenifort, that he would be pleated 
to deliver the Jews ‘from that apprehenfion for their 
lives which ftill prevailed, reminding him of the ediét 
which Haman had difperfed, in his name, through- 
out the empire, and enforcing her requeft, by de. 
claring that her own life depended upon: the fafety 
of her nation. The king gave her his royal word, 
that nothing fhould be done to the Jews without her 
knowledge. He farrher granted her the liberty of 
drawing-up any décree or mandate in his name, with 
affurance that the fame fhould be figned, fealed, and 
difperfec, by hiscomniand, throughout his dominions; 
which, when confirmed by the royal fignature, their 
authority would be unqueftionable. Upon this he 
commanded the attendance of his fecretaries, and en- 
joined them to draw up the following mandate in be- 
half of the Jews, to the magiftrates of all the provinces 
that lie between India and Ethiopia, under the com- 
mand of an hundred and twenty-ieven governors. 


“* Artaxerxes, the great king, to our trulty governors 
: ‘and mugiftrates, greeting. 


“© Whereas it is too general a practice for men, 
whofe fortune hath been greater than their merit, 
to jnfult both their interiors and benefactors, and 
extinguifh, as far as lies in their power, all fenfe of 
graticude’and benevolence, and hkewife to pervert 
the power. vefted in them, and this under fuch 
guifes as they vainly imagine can elude the pené- 
tration of the Great Searcher of Hearts; nor_is it 
any new matter for favourites, by mifreprefenta- 
“tion of men and things, to gratify thcir private 
“© paffions to the injury of their mafters, and thus 
“ endanger the lives of honeft men by their ill offices 
““with the prince: this I’ declare, not only on the 
*€ credit of hiftorical report, but on perfect demon- 
* {tration within my‘own knowledge. For the fu- 
“ ture, therefore, let no regard be paid to Manderous 
* accufations, but Jer facts be carefully enquired 
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that he had laid hold of this circumftince, in order to pivea 
plaufble colour to what he intended to do. In the Book of Ei. 
ther jt is faid Haman’s face was covered, which was confiftent 
With the practice of the caft, from the moit early ages of time ; 
for when a criminal was brought before a judge or his fovereign, 
to receive fentence, his face was always covered, left the natural 
emotions ofhis grief fhould operate too iirongly in his favour. 
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“into, and let full proof of the innocence or guilt 
“© of the party acquitor condemn. | 
. © You are not unacquainted with Hiaman’s not 
“¢ being a Perfian, but an. Amalekite by extraction, 
“* nor how affectionately Ihave treated, and what ho- 
*¢ nour donethis man, having called and regarded him 
*¢ as my father, and ordering my fubjects to obey him 
$© next to mylelf. Now his pride had induced him 
“ co departtrom his duty, and prompted him to think 
“¢ of fucceeding to the government, by the deftruc- 
“¢ rion of Mordecai, towhom] owe my Jife; and even 
“‘ by the deftruclion of the queen; the end of his 
*¢ plot being to uiurp my authority, when his plans 
*¢ apainit the lives of my friends had fucceeded. 
*“ And whereas the defigns of this wicked man to 
*¢ deftroy the Jews-are notorious, I hereby certify, 
*¢ chat, tar from finding them seditious, I approve of 
* them as a people worfhipping that God to whom 
*¢7 and my family owe the pofieflion and fupport of 
*€ our dominions. ‘ 
“* Thefe letters are therefore to command that you 
“¢ do not exercife or put in force that feverity on the 
“© Jews as commanded by Haman, whom, as a facri- 
“ce to juftice, I have cauféd to be executed on a 
“© otbbet before the gates of Sufa. 
~  * And I. further command that copies of thefe 
“letters be tranfmitted throughout my dominions, 
*¢ and that you afford them help againit thofe who 
“* may opprefs them. 
6¢ And as the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
“* that is to fay, the month Adar, is fixed for the ex- 
“¢ tirpation of thefe people, it is my royal will and 
“* pleafure, that you now fix on this time as the mo- 
“© ment of their deliverance, affured that this pro- 
“© ceeding will fatisfy my friends, and aiford a cau- 
“© tionary example to future traitors. 


*¢ Be it farther known tothe parties herein concern- - 


“¢ ed, in all our cities, towns, and villages, that mili- 
“© rary execution shall be the confequence of difobe- 
“© dience to the commands, of which all our fubjeéts 
** are to take notice, and the Jews fhall be ready to 
** avenge themfelves on their enemies at the time ap- 
** pointed.” Couriers were immediately fent exprefs 
with thefe letters mandatory to all quarters. . 


Soon after the king had put the royal fignettothis 
decree, Mordecai came out of the palace, dreffed in 
the royal robe, gown, and chain; the fight of whom. 
gave the higheft fatistaction tothe Jews, who thereby 
imagined themfelves {fafe, and that Hlaman’s decree 
again{t them was totally refcinded. The Jews like- 
wife, who refided in the different parts of the king- 


‘decree, wereelated with joy ; and fome of thenatives, 
thinking themfelves in danger, underwent circum- 
cifion; fuppofing that might be a means of fecuring 
them, thould the Jews become predominant; as they 
were greatly animated by the king’s affigning them 
the fameday for their revenge that had been defigned 
for their execution, that is to fay, the thirteenth day 
ofthe twelfth month, which the Hebrews call Adar, 
and the Macedonians Dyftrus. Upon the obtaining 
of this mandate, the princes, governors, and magi- 
ttrates, all paid amore than ordinary reverence to 
the Jews, through fear of the power of Mordecai. 
When the decree was difperied, the Jews put five 
hundred of their enemies to the tword at Sufa, and 
the king fhewed the queen the number ofthem; but 
no account was yet taken of thofe that were flain 
ecHewhere. At the queen’s fpecial requeft, that the 
Jews might have one day’s revenge more upon their 
enemies, and that the ten fons of Haman might be 
executed on the gibbet, the king-appointed the day 
following for that purpofe. So thatthey affembled in 
great numbers, and {lew near three hundred more of 
their adverfaries, without fo much as touching any of 
their property. But, throughout the whole empire, 
the number of the flain, as accounted enemies, was 
computed at feventy-five choufand. This flaughter 
was on the thirteenth day of the month; and the next 
was celebrared as a feftival by all the Jews through- 





(a) The payment of this tax lafted no longer than feven 
years ; for, on she death of Arfaces, the changes and revolutions, 


‘which then happened in the empire, made a change in the 











out the Perfian dominions. Thefe days are {till ob- 
ferved with the fame folemnity by the Jéws, who 
make it a point, ontheir annual return, to regale and 
prefent each other with donations of various kinds, 
Mordecai, indeed, fentorders throughout the empire 
to all his countrymen, requiring them moit {tridly 
to obferve thofe days of feltival, andto tran{mitthem ~ 
to pofterity, in order to perpetuate the memory of 
their fignal deliverance from the maffacre defigned 
by the Hagitious Kiaman, and the advantages which 
they gained_in the refule over their moft inveterate 
enemies. For this caufe thofe days are {till obferved 
by the Jews, who call them Phrirrza, or Purim, that 

is to fay, Feafts of Converfation.. Mordecai retained Dstt. 
his influence with the king, being the firit-perfon in "™ 
adminiftration, and equally refpe¢ted by himand the 
queen. The affairs of the Jens continued to profper 
under the aufpices. of Artaxerxes, whofe name 
therefore ftands with honour in our records, and as 
fuch will be handed down to future ages... ; 


CHAP. VII. 


Fobn, the high-pricft, flays his brother Fefus in the tem- 
ple. Bagofes offers many injuries to the Fews. 


ON the demife of Eliafhib, the high-prieft, his 

fon Judas, by right hereditary, fuucceeded to the Hlistiby': 
office, as did his fon John, by the fame right, at his aber, 
deceafe. This faid John was the Caufe of the viola- ty juts, 
tion and prophanation of the temple afterwards, by sndjetuty 
Bagofes, commander in chief of the troops of another J 
Artaxerxes, called Mnemon. Bagofes impofed a 
tribute on the Jews, obliging them to pay, out of the 
public treafure, fifty drachmas a day tor every lamb 

they facrificed before they entered upon their daily 
oblations (a)? John, the high-prieft, had a brother, pres is 
whofe name was Jefus, and Bagofes, the general, tiust. 
being much attached to him, had promifed to exert fsa! 
his influence to advance him to the fupreme facer- joyrints 
dotal office. Jefus, relying on the affurance and au- ten! 
thority of Bagofes, had the audacity to enter into a 
conteft with his brother John in the. temple upon 

this fubjeét, who was excited by his provocation Joni 


,to fuch a degree of rage, that, in his fury, he flew J 


him. . 

The religion ofthe Jews could not poffibly fuftain 
a greater difgrace, than the commiffion of fo heinous 
a crime in fo facred a place, by fo facred a charaéter: - 
indeed, as an aggravation of its enormity, therenever 
was a fimiliar inftance among the Greeks, or even 
the Barbarians. The Almighty, ‘however, did not 
fuffer it to pafs unpunifhed; for, on that very ac- 
count, the people were enflaved, and the temple -was 
prophaned by the Perfians... When Bagofes heard 
that the high-prieft had fpilt the blood of his brother hej 
in the very temple, he exclaimed with contempt and ari! 
indignation againft the Jews, as the moft daring and ee 
abandoned wretches, in perpetrating the moft heinous "™ 
crime of murder, in a place of all others the moft 
folemn and facred. Being oppofed in his attempt to 
‘enter the temple, he cried out, ‘* Am’ not purer in 
© body than he who was flain within?” and with 





. thefe words forced his way. Bagofes accordingly 


made ufe of this pretence for treating the Jews with 

the utmoft feverity and rigour, for the fpace of feven 

years. : 
John, the high-prieft, was fucceeded,at his death, 

by his fon Jaddus. This Jaddus had a brother, whofe Upoa it 

name was Manaffes, co Whom Sanballat, who was ¢i' 

fent by Darius, the king of Perfia, into Samaria, UN- gust 

derftanding Jerufalem to be a famous city, and that tate 

the kings of-it had put the Syrians to many difficul- %*** 

ties, frankly gave his daughter Nicafa' in marriage, 

as‘a teft and earneft of the friendfhip he wifhed to 

cultivate and maintain with the Jews. Sanballat was 

by birtha Chuthite, from whom the Samariansderive 

their origin. 


a an tn 
government of Syria ; and the perfon who fucceeded Bagofes, in 
that province, no farther exacted it. 
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CHAP. VIII 


Alexander the Great overthrows the Perfians. Makes 
bis entry inte the city of Ferufaleim, and, inftead of de- 
fraying according to expectation, confers many benéfts 
onthe Fews.  - : 


ROUT this time Philip, king of Macedon, was. 
A treacheroufly affauleed and flain, in the city of 
Zégaa, by Paufanias, the fon of Cerattes, of the ta- 
mily of Oreites. He was fucceeded on,the throne of 
Macedon by his fon Alexander, who croffing the 
Hellefpont, obtained a fignal victory over the army 


” of Darius at the river Granicus; after which he itub- 
* dued Lydia and Ionia, and paffing his army through 


Caria, entered into Pamphilia, as ts recorded in 


another place. Tal 
The eldersof Terufalem were atthis time muchcon- 


cerned at the conduct of Manaffes, the brother of 
Jaddus, the high-prieft; who had taken to wife a 
itrange woman. indeed, their indignation arole to 
fuch a pitch, as to have been almoft productive of an 
infurrection;. for they deemed it a itep towards the 
abolition af the laws of their country refpecting mar- 
riages, and Goncluded, if they fuffered it to pais un- 
noticed, it would, by degrees, become an eftablifhed 
cufiom. Nor could they be unmindful that this was 
the very caufe of theirformer captivity, and of ail the 
calamities thatenfued thereupon. They were too fen- 
fible that the tranfgreffion which drew down thote 
heavy judgments uponthem, was their intermarrying 
with tfrang¢ women; and therefore they peremptorily 
demanded of Manafies, that he fhould either dilimiis 
his wife, or never more app ioeee the alcar. i 

In confequence of this Manaffes repaired to his fa- 
ther-in-law Sanballat, governor of Samaria, told him 
all that had paffed at,Jerufalem, and declared that 
theugh he paftionately:iqved his daughter, yet he was 
unwilling, for her fake, to be deprived of the prieft- 


hood, which was a native honour, and in the higheft- 


efleem among the Jews. Sanballac, in order to cale 
the mind of his fon-in-law upon this head, told him 
that if he would but ‘céntinue his affection to his 
daughter, and keep herds his wife, he would under- 
take not only tofecure him the exercile of his function, 
but advance him to the, pontificate, and eftablith him 
as prince of the wholé, country. ‘He further pro- 
miled to build him a témple upon mount Gerizim, 
that overlooks Samariagand the reftof themountains, 
not inferior to that ac Jerufalems all which fhould be 
performed by the permilfion and power of Darius. 


Manaffes, relyingon thefe promifes, remained with his. 


father-in-law; the confequence of which was, thar 
many of the priefts, aswell as-laity,of Jerufalem, who 
had engaged in thele prqhibiied marriages, reforted to 
Samaria, and put themfelves under his protection. 
‘Lheirremoval,indeed was far from being again{t their 
worldly interelt,; for the governor, to encourage his 
ambitious fon-in-law, furnifhed them with houfes, 
land, ftock, and money; acircumftance which after- 
wards occafioned great diforder in the Jewith ftate. 
Darius, about this time, receiving intelligence that 
Alexander had pailéd the Hellefpont, and obtained a 


* complete victory over his generals at the river Gra- 


nicus, to prevent his progreis, immediately affembled 
his forces, with a refolurion to give the Macedonians 
bartle, lett they fhould over-run the whole of his ter- 
ritories, which they feemed inclined todo. He ac- 
cordingly marched at the head of his troops beyond 
the Huphrates, and encamped on the fide of mount 
Laurus, in Cilicia, derermined to come to an engage- 
meat with the enemy in that quarter. 

This was agreeable news to Sanballat, who, in full 
confidence of fuccels, affured his fon-in-law Ma- 
naffes, thac, on the king’s return, he would ratify all 
he had promiied, as he, and all the Afiatics, were 
fully perfuaded, that Darius would obtain an-effec- 
tual conquelt over the Macedonians, who, with their 
handful of men, could never fuftain the firft thock. 
In this, however, he was fatally miftaken; for though 
the army of Alexander was, as reprefented, very in- 
ferior to thac of Darius, the Perfians were totally 
routed ; a great parc of their army was loft; the king’s 
peels wile, and children were takea prifoners; and 
ne Was obliged to fave himfelf by a precipitate Aight. 

Alexander, encouraged by_this fuccels, marched 


. 
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dire€tly into Syria, took Damafeus and Sidon, and 
laid fiege to Tyre. From thence he wrote to the 
high-prieft at Jerufalem, giving him to underftand, 
that he expected the fame affittance from them which 
they had formerly given to Darius, and that they 
fhould provide a market for the fupply of his army, 


- where he might have neceffaries for his money; al- 


furing them they fhould have no reafon to repent of 
fuch their fervices. Vhe high-priett returned for 
antwer biiefly this, that they had bound them{elves 
by oath not to take up arms againft Darius, and that 
he was determined to keep that oath inviolable du- 
ring his liie. : 
Alexander was much difpleafed with this anfwer; 
and though he determined to profecute the fiege of 
Tyre with the utmoit vigour, he as frmly refolved, 
upon its furrender, to make an expedicion againft the 
Jewifh high-prieft, and, by his example, teach the 
world in general, how far oaths were to be preferved . 
or broken. At Jengch, after a fiege of fatigue and 
danger, the Macedonians made themfelves matters of 
Tyre by aflault, and then proceeded to inveft Gaza, 
a Perfian garrifon, underthe command of a governor 


‘named Babemeles. 


When Sanballat underitood that Alexander lay be- 
fore’ Lyre, he took that opportunity of going over 
to him with eight thoufand men, whom he had af- 
fembled together out of his own province. The Ma- 
cedonian here received him with great refpect, defiring 
him to open his mind freely without the leaft re- 
itraint, as he was ready to grant any reafonable re- 
quelt he might make. ‘Chis gave Sanballat a fa. 
vourable opportunity of executing the defign he had 
projected. He told Alexander he hada fon-in-law, 
named Manaffes, the brother of Jaddus, the high- 
prieft of che Jews, whowas following him with great 
numbers of people, to afk permiffion to ereé&t_a tem- 
ple in that province for divine worfhip. He inti- 
mated, at the fame time, how much Alexander’s in- 
tereft was concerned in this permiffion, as the Jews, 
who were very numerous, might, if he refuled, be as 
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troublefome to him, as they had heretofore been to Obtains 


the Syrians. Alexander readily 


granted'Sanballat’s permifion 
for building 


requeit; upon which he immediately gave orders for J temple at 
erecting the temple on mount Gerizim ; appointed: Gerizim. 


Manafies, his fon-in-law, to be high-prieft, and or- 
dered that his defcendants, by his daughter, .fhould 
facceed to that honour. The temple which San- 
ballat had obtained permiffion to build was foon:com-~ 
pleated, and Manafies appointed high-priett ;. but his. 
father-in-law did not live long:to fee him enjoy that 
honour; for in-about two months after he paid the 


1; debt of nature. 3 ; 


A's foon as the victoricus Alexander had fubdued: 
Gaza, he advanced at the head of his army towards 
Jerufalem, fully determined to punifh the high -prieit 
tor non-compliance with his requelt. Jaddus, being 
apprized of Alexander’s inzention, and that he was 
marghing with all hafte to Jerulslem, was greatly 
alarmed; and knowing how incapable he was of ma- 
king any refiitance againft fo powerful an invader, 
ordered prayers and tacrifices to be offered up for the 
general fafety and profperity of the people. On the 
following nighe it was revealed to the high-prieit in 
a dream, that he fhould adorn the city with garlands 
and flowers, open the gates, and let the people, who 
fhould be dreffed in white, go. out to mect Alex- 
ander, himfelf and the other priefts preceding in their 
proper habits. When Jaddus awoke, he’ was fo 
highly pleafed with what had been revealed to him 
in his dream, that having in the morning told the ci- 
tizens what had paffed, ‘he proceeded to make the 


| neceffary preparations for meeting the king. 


Death of 
Sanballat. 


Alexander 
goes againik 
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As foon as Jaddus heard of the approach of Alex- Jaddus prea 
ander, he, with the priefts and people, left the city, in Basis 
a folemn proceffion, and went to a place called Sa- Alexanders 


pha, that is, che place of profped?, from its being fo 
elevated as to commandan uninterrupted view of the 
city and temple. 

‘The army of Alexander made no ‘doubt of a fpeedy 
congueft, and flattered themfelves with reaping grear 
advantages by plundering the city. But in this they 
foon found themfelves miitaken, things taking@a very 
different turn from what they expected. As loon as 
Alexander faw the people marching In proceffion, and 
clothed in white, the priefts in filken robes, ena 

igh- 
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high-prieft in purple, embroidered with gold, wear- 
ing his mitre, and having on his forehead a golden 

lace, with the facred name of the Deity inicrined on 
it, the miajefty of the fpeétacle ftruck him with fuch 
reverential awe, that he advanced alone, paid homage 
to the infeription by falling on his knees, and faluted 
the high-prieft himfelf. “So unexpected a circum- 


. 


ftance greatly furprized the Jews, who gathered in - 


crowds about Alexander, and, with loud acclama- 
tions, proclaimed his praife. The king of Syria, and 
the great men of Perfia, were likewile aitonifhed 
at his behaviour on this occafion. One of them, 
named Parmenio, took the liberty to afk him in a 
familiar. way, how it; happened that he, who_ was 
adored almoit bythe whole earth, fhould now deicend 
to bow to a prieft of the Jews? The reply that Alex- 
ander made was this: “* That hedid not pay that 
“* adoration to him, but to the God whom he pro- 
“ feffed to ferve. That while he was at Dion, in Ma- 
“ cedonia, and deliberating witch himtelfin whatc 
** manner he fhould carry on che Afiatic war, and 
* fubdue‘che Perfian empire, thac very. perfon, ancl 
** in that very habit, appeared to him in a dream, en- 
* couraging him to enter boldly on the expedition, 
* and not to doubt of fuccefs, becaufe the Almighty 


’ “ would be his guide, and infure him a conqueft: 
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“that therefore he made no doubt of gaining his 
** point in all his undertakings to his utmoft with, as 
“© he made war under the direction of that Supreme 
‘* Being, to whom, in the perfon of the high-prieft, 
“* he paid adoration.” 
.. After this reply co Parmenio, the king embraced 
Jaddus ; andthe other priefts efcorting him into the 
city, he went upto the temple, and there offered fa- 
crifice in form, according to order, paying alfoa fin- 
gular veneration to the high-prieft, who fhewed him, 
when_the ceremony was over, the book of the-pro- 
phet Daniel, and, in it, the prediction of the over- 
throw ofthe Perfian empire by acertain Grecian king, 
whom Alexander interpreted to be himfelf. Pleafed 
with this reflection, he offered to grant the people 
any requeft they fhouid defire of him by their high- 
‘prieft. Jaddus made anlwer, that they defired only 
to enjoy their own country laws, and poffels the fame 
rivileges as their brethren did in Media and Baby- 
on, with an exemption.from the feventh year’s tri- 
bute, as, according to the Mofaic law, they neither 
ploughed or fowed at the ftated returns of that period. 
readily complied with cheir requeft, and 
offered moreover, that if any of them fhould be dif- 
pofed to take up arms in his fervice, they fhould be 
received into his army, and enjoy the free exercife of 
their religion as before. From this aét of generofity 
and indulgence,-many were ready. to accompany him 
in his wars. 


Jind of the ELEVENTH Boor, 





“mount Gerizim, and inhabited by Jewith deferters, 


’ or convenience. 


‘Book yy, 


Having thus fettled matters at Jeruflem, Alex. 
ander marched with his army frem pute o plece 
among the neighbouring cities, at all cf which he 
was received by the pecple with great tettimonics of 
friendfhip and fubmifion. The.Samarians, whole 
capital at that time was Shechem, at the fot of Shecks 





hearing how kindly Alexander had treated the peo. 
ple of Jerufalem, refolved to take advantage of it by 
veering about, and returning to their former profef. 
fions. It was a common practice with them to af. 
fert or deny their origin, as beft fuited their interet 
When at any time they obferved - 
the affairs of the Jews in a profperous ttate, they Meme. 


Marites, 


boafted that they were of their nation, and defcended eae 
from Manaifeh and Ephraim. Bat when they Seats, 


thought it was their intereft'to affirm the contrary, 
they would folemnly difclaim all affinity to them, 
Refolved, however, to profets themfelves Jews on 
the prefent occafion, in order to anfwer their intended 
purpoles, they went with great eagernefs as far as the 
territories of Jerufalem co meet Alexander, whom 
they no fooner faw, than they exprefféd their fatisfac: 
tion by the loudest acclamations. The king com. 
mending their zeal, thefe Samarians (Shechemites) 
preferred their humble fuit, that he would vouchfate 
to honour their city and temple with his prefence, 
Alexander told them, that the ficuaticn of afftirs re. 
guired his fpeedy departure; but’that, on his return, 
he would not fail to comply with their defires. Upon 
their requefting that he would grant them an exemp- 
tion from the feventh year’s tribute, he afked them 
if they were Jews. They replied they were Hebrews, 
but chat they were called Shechemites by the Sido- 
nians. The queftion was then put explicity, whether 
they were Jews or not? Upon their reply in the ne- 
gative, they were difmiffed with this anfwer: ‘* The 
** favour you afk I have granted to the Jews. When 
“I return, and have better information, I fhall in- 
*© dulge you in whatever may be thought reafonable.” 
Alexander, however, took Sanballat’s men with him 
into Egypt, allotting them adiftribution of lands to 
live upon there, which they had afterwards in Thebes, 
where they were put into garrifon. 

After the death of Alexander, the empire was . 
parted amongit his fucceffors; but the temple on ee 
mount Geriziim remained untouched. If, at anytime, theduid 
the Jews at Jerufalem were found guilty of the vio- Alas. 
lation of their laws, as in eating forbidden meats, 
breaking the fabbath, or any other crime of the like fo", 
nature, they took fanctuary with the Shechemites, of 
upon pretence that they were unjuftly accufed. About six} 
this time Jaddus, the high-prieft, died, and was fuc- 
ceeded in the pontifical dignity by his fon Onias. 
Such was the then ftate of Jerulalem. 
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CHAP. I: ** take up arms againft an oppreffor in their own de- 





‘* fence upon what they call cheirfabbath-day.” ‘This 
Ptolemy takes Ferufalem by furprize, and tranfplants is what Agatharchides relates of our nation. 
many of shy We to divers colonies in Egypt. Per- Prolemy carried away a great many captives out of 
petual animofity between the Fews and Samarians. the mountainous parts of Judea, from about Jcrula- 
: lem, Samaria, and the mount Gcrizim, whom he 
HEN Alexander, king of Macedon, had tranfported into ‘Egypt, and fettled there. As he 
puc an end to the dominion of the Per- knew that the people of Jefulalem were molt faith- 
pisifon of fians, and fettled the affairs of the Jewsin ful in the obfervation of oaths and covenanis, (and 
Mace the manneralready defcribed,hedeparted |} this from the anfwer they made to Alexender, when 
i this life, and his empire was divided into diftiné he fent an embaffy to them, waiter he bad vanguifhed 
principalities. On this divifion, Antiochus took the Darius in battle), he difpoied of them in ftreng holds, 
jovereignty of Afia, Seleucus that of Babylon and garrifons, and places of truft, upon their oath of fide- 
the bordering countries,-Lyfimachus governed the lity to him and his fucceffors, granting them allo 
Hellefpont, Caflander reigned over Macedon, and immunities and privileges in common with the Ma- Ptolemy | 
Ptolemy, the fon of Lagus, fucceeded his father in ‘]{ cedonians; fothat, tempted by Ptolemy’s Hberality, 2° jews: 
the governmentof Egypt. Theferefpeétive princes, on the one hand, and the pleatures and convenience 
not fatisfied with their different allotments, conti- ofa fruitful country, on the other, there came over 
nued at war with each other for fome years, in the great numbers of Jews into Egypte trom cther parts. 
courfe of which great numbers of lives were facri- But the Jews and Samarians could never be recon- 
ficed, and many capital cities utterly deftroyed. The ciled upon the fubjeét of their anticnt laws and con- 
whole track of Syria was abundantly fenfible of the Rtitutions; the one infifting that the temple at Jerufa- Contention 
ravaging effects of this difcontent, under the govern- Jem was the only holy place, and the Jews, on that beuscea the 
mentot Prolemy, otherwife called Soter, or Saviour ; account, not being allowed to fend their sacrifices aoe as 
though never was charaéter more reverfe to fuch de- any where elfe; while the Samarians as peremptorily 
nomination. and confidentially affirmed the fame with relpe& to 
Having a defign upon Jerufalem, he took the ad- their temple at Gerizim, And this was the cauie of 
vantage of ftorming it upon a fabbath-day, under much bleodfhed. 
colour of devotion, as if he would offer facrifice, and ; 
then treacheroufly poffefled himfélf of the city with- CHAP. ff. 
_ OUtany Oppofition, or the leaft apprehenfion of dan- 
Ser; for it being a day of reft, the Jews would not Ptolemy Philadelphus, fon of Ptolcny Soter, fucceeds to 
act on the defentive, which facilitated a conqueft he the kingdom of Egypt, and caufes the Fewifo laws to be 
xpplied to the moft tyrannical and barbarous pur- || ¢ranflated into Greek. Liberates many captives, aud 
poles. Agatharchides, of Cuidus, who recorded the prifents many gifts for the ufe of the temple. ; 


i of the fucceffors of Alexander, reproaches us : 
man fuperftition, as if through it we had loft our OF the death of Ptolemy Soter, or the Saviour, pitemy 
erty and our country. Fis words are thefe: Philadelphus, his fon, lucceeded of courfeto the Phitadel- 


«there are a people known by the name of Jews, kingdom of Egypt. He reigned thirty-nine years, phestecond 
«Who have their habitation in a ftrong and po- and gave orders for tranflating the Mofaic laws into since 
 pulous city, called Jerufalem. Thele men tell the Greek tongue. There were, at that time, captive oe 

« INTO the hands of Prolemy, and fubjeéted them- Jews, in Egypt, to the number of an hundred and 

« ives to a cruel flavery, upon a fantaftical feru- twenty thoufand, whom this Philadelphus com- 


- ple of conicience, that would not fuffer them to |} manded to be fet at liberty, upon the following 
No. 35. : : Yy occafion: 
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Demetrius 
Phalerus,li- 
brarian to 
the king. 


Ptolemy at 
theadvice of 
his tbratrtan 
endeavours 
1D procure a 
tranilarion 
ofthe Jewish 
laws into 


Greek, 


Addref of 
Aritlieus to 
Ptolemy, in 
behalfofthe 
jews, 


The king's 
great Libetae 


uy. 
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occafion: Demetrius Phalerus, having the king’s 
library under-his care and cuftody, from a natural 
curiofiry, determined, if poffible,; to procure a col- 
lection of all the books extant, and that upon any 
terms. This being his peculiar propenfity, he bought 
up all the choice books he coujd hear of, and which 
he thought might be worthy a place in the king’s 
ftudy and good opinion. Upontheking’senquiry how 
many thoufand volumes he thought be hadcolected, 
he replied, about two hundred thoufand ; but that he 
hoped, in a fhorttime, to make them five hundred 
thoufand, as he had certain information, that there 
was an incredible number of choice manufcripts 
among the Jews, concerning their laws,cuftoms, and 
ceremonies, that were deferving not only of perufal, 
but the honour of a place in the royal library; but 
being written in their own language and characters, 


it would be a matter of gréat difficulty and.trouble to - 


tranflate them into Greek. He obferved that though 
there might feem ro be fome refemblance and affinity 
between the language and writing of the ohe and the 
other, yet there were feveral niceties peculiar to 
each other: not that he introduced this remark to 
difcourage the ctranflacing them out of the Hebrew, 


‘and depofiting them in the royal library, as long 


as moncy could be found to detray the expence. 
he king highly commended the purpole of Deme- 
trius concerning fuch 2 colle€tion, and wrote to the 
high-prieit of the Jews, to affit him in providing 
thefe copies. “here was, amongit the attendants of 
the king, one Arittazus, 2 man whofe modeity and 
candour recommended him to the confidence of his 
matler. This Arifteeus lone and heartily defired to 
obtain the liberty of the Jews, and embracing this 
occafion as the moll convenient opportunity of ap- 
plying ro the king on that fubjeét, went firlt to So- 


‘fibius, Vafantinius, and Andraas, three captains of 


the guards, to found their inclinations ; and finding 
them well affeéted towards his defign, he intreated 


their concurrence in fo humane an office. Upon this - 


aflurance, he modettly addreffed himielf to the king, 
in words to the following effect: 


“JT may prefume, with all deference and hu- 
 milicy, to fubmic my thoughts to your royal plea- 
* fure, refpecting the laws of the Jews, you will. per- 
“¢ mit me to obferve, that I cannot fee how it can be 
“ done, while fo many of that nation are in bondage 
“under your government, from whom you expect 
“to derive fo neceffary an affiftanee. I prefume it 
“is an aét worthy of your magnificence to deliver 
“ chofe unhappy people from their prefent ftate of 
“¢ mifery, as 1 apprehend the fame Divine Being, un- 
«der whom you rule, is the author of their laws. 
* We and they worfhip one and the fame Creator, 
* and adore the fame Almighty Power, though we 
¢ differ inname and title. Permit me, therefore, to 
“ intreat that, from a reverence to that Divine Being 
* whom they love and worfhip with a zeal and at- 
* ¢eétion beyond allother mortals, you will be pleafed 
“ toreftore thefe wretched exiles to their own coun- 
“Ctry, that they may end_their days in their own 
“ place. J interpofe not, Sire, in their behalf, from 
*¢ 4 principle of partiality, but from a confciouinefs 
“© that the fame God is the Creator of us all, and thar 
“ fuch an act of clemency muit be acceptable to the 
“¢ Facher of all Mercies.” 


o 


n 


The king, highly pleafed with the liberality of this 
addrets, afkked Aritleus how many_thoufands he 
thoughtthere were who would crave this indulgence ? 
Aniwer being made, about an hundred and twenty, 
and enforced, by obferving, thac it would be an ac- 
tion worthy of fo great a monarch, to fhew mercy to 
milerable captives, as an acknowledgment of the 
power he had derived from above, the king gave 
orders, that an hundred and twenty drachmas fhould 
be paid to the foldiers for every Jew they had in 
cuftody, on the next pay day, over and abeve their 
ufual fipend. Jealfo promiled to grant the requeft 
of Arifleus in every particular point, and to ratify 
the whole by a public decree, comprehending not 
only thofe who had been Jed away captive by his fa- 
ther and hisarmy, but thote alfothat, either before 
or fince that time, had been taken into_ captivity. 
When it was reprefented to him, that their redemp- 
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tion would be attended with an expence amounting 
to at leaft four hundred talents, he iclemnly declareq 
it fhould be done, as will appear from the Following, 
decree, which is preferved as an inftance of the mag: 
nanimicy of this illuftrious monarch. 


“¢ Tt is our royal will and pleafure that all the 
* Jews whatever,who have been made captive by any r 
‘© of my father’s forces upon their incurfions into 
“ Syria and Phoenicia, and thofe brought away, or ™ 
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* fold into any part of my dominions, andall thofe 4 
“ likewile, that, cither before or fince that time, have 
*© been fold and enflaved, be all fet free upon the 
“© payment of one hundred and twenty drachmas for 
“every flave; the foldiers toreceive this redemption. 
“ money,together with their pay, out of the treafury. 
*¢ T- cannot tuppofe that my father either intended or 
“¢ approved of the forcing away fo many thoufands 
“¢ into captivity, or the ravaging of their country by 
“ the foldiery, for the mere fake of plunder, con- 
“trary ro the great law of equity. Out of regard. 
*¢ therefore; to juitice, and in commileration of thofe 
“© who fuffer under oppreffion, Ido hereby expreisly 
*¢ charge and command, that all the Jews, who arear 
“this time in fervitude, be immediately diimiffed 
“upon the payment of the fum aforefaid to their 
& refpective malters, in obedience to our own man- 
“¢ date, wichour fraud or collufion. It is alfo our 
royal will and pleature, that this our proclamation 
“¢ be made public for three days fucceffively after 
“ the receipt of it; and, in the mean time, that the 
“¢ aforefaid mafters bring in a lift of their faves to 
“ fach officers, and in duch manner as fhall be pre- 
*¢ {eribed, and all this upon peril of confilcation, if 
“any man fhall be found to aé& contrary to the 
* tenour of this our decree.” 


Upon a revifal of this decree, it appeared to the 
king, that the provifion for the liberty of the Jews, 
who weretaken cither before or after the time ipeci- 
fied, was notexprefied in fuch explicit terms, but it ,, ..., 
might be evaded; fo that, from a motive of genero- excel 
fity, he fuperadded claufes of indulgence. Nay, teac# 
fuch was his liberality, .that he gave orders to the J 
collectors of his tribute, and the officers of his trea- 
fury, to have the money. ready for the ranfom of the 
Jews; by which means, in the courfe of only feven 
days, the bufinefs was diipatched atthe king’s charge, 
amounting to four hundred and fixty talents; the 
matters infifting on the fame rate for the difcharge of 
children they had for the adult; though the king’s 
ediét extended no farther than to thofe who were 
brought away prifoners, without comprehending 
fuch as were born there. : 

Having thus far conduéted the bufinefs, with amv- ;, 
nificence that did him the higheft honour, the king p: 
commanded Demetrius Phalerus to publifh his pur- 02" 
pofe concerning the tranfcript of the Jewifh records t, 
in due form and order; fo that a copy of the petition 
of Demetrius was regiftered, as alfo of the letters 
written upon that occafion, together wich an account 
of the donations and donors towards the works {0 
that from hence might appear both the excellency ot 
the defign and the execution, The. petition was 
couched in terms to the following purport. 


** Demetrius to the great King. 


* Since it is your royal will and command, that Tre 
fhould contribute my utmoft endeavours to fu ply us 
“‘ what yet may be wanting towards the perfection pricy 
* of your library, and to find out what curious 2n 

“ ufeful books and copies may have hitherto elcape 

“€ my/fearch, this is humbly to inform-you, that, after 

“ much ftudy and recollection, I do not Gnd any 

“ thing fo conducive to that laudable purpofe as the 

“ book of the Jewith legiflation ; but being written 

*¢ in Hebrew characters, and in an Hebrew idiom, 
“it will be dificult for us to underftand them- 

°¢ Befides, our prefent verfion is not fo correct as it 

“ fhould be, through want of royal patronage. 
“will, therefore, I prefume, be neceffary to have 

¢¢ chemaccurately tranflated, asa body from their Dl- 

* vine original, of the wifeft and moft perfect laws 
“that are extant. For this caufe it is, thats Pe 
“cording to Hecatzus, of Abdera, we find in 


ce 
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BeProicmy to 
Eleszar, the Pn i s > 
. “ whereas thefe were honoured by my father, in re- 
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“none of the poets or hiftoriansany mention of 
‘ thofe laws, or the adminiftrators of them, the ori- 
“ gin and inftitution of Xhem being facred, and not 
“ to be prophaned by unhallowed hips. 

“ You wil, therefore, Sire, if you judge it meet, be 
“ pleafed to write to the high-prieft of the Jews, to 
“fend you out ofevery tribe fix elders, whom he 
“ fhall choofe 2s men beft filled in the knowledge 
“ of their con{litution; fo that, by their affiltance in 
“ rhe interpofition and expofition of their writings, 
“we may be able to produce fomething worthy of 
“your royal approbation.” : 


Upon this motion of Demetrius, the king gave di- 
rections for letters to be written to.Eleazar, the high- 
prieft of the Jews, agreeable thereunto, inferting in 
them the general releaie of all the captives in Egypt. 
"Thefe letrerswsreaccompanied witha prefent of htty 
talents of gold, together with precious itones of im- 
menfe value, to be ftubmitted to the difpofal of lapi- 
daries, and converted, with the addition ofan hundred 
talents, to the ule of tacrifices, and other facred ier- 
vices of the temple. I cannot pafs over, in filence, 
the magnificenceof the whole proceeding; but fhall 
previoufly prefent the reader with a copy of the letter, 
written to MJeazar, prefixing an account of the man- 
ner by which he attained to that dignity. | . 

Upon the demite of Onias, the high-prieft, his fon, 
Simeon, fucceeded to thatoffice. tHe was a man of 
fingular piety towards God, and exemplary benevo- 
lence cowards mankind, infomuch that he obtained 
the honourable appellation of ‘** Simeou the Fuft.”? 
This excellent man did not long hold the pontifical 
dignity; and leaving, at his death, an infant fon, he 
was of courle fucceeded by his brother Eleazar, to 
whom Ptolemy wrote the following letter. : 


“ King Prolemy to Eleazar, the high-prieft, fendeth 
grecting. | 


“Whereas there were great numbers of Jews in 
“ my dominions, that were brought hither captive 
“by the PerfGians, while they were in power; and 


“poling confidence in them, vefting them with 
** places under his government, and particularly ap- 
* pointing them to gurrifons, as a check upon the 
* Reyptians, with extraordinary penfions for their 
“ fervices; be it known unto you, that as from the 
“time of my dJucceffion to the throne, I have ever 
“ rerained an affection for your people, I have lately 
““manifefted the fame, in fetting at liberty above 
“one hundred thoufand of them, and paying the 
“charge of their ranfom out of my own coffers. 
“ Some ofthem I have employed ina military, and 
“others in a civil capacity, according to their re- 
“ fpeétive character and abilities, deeming it a fer- 
* vice acceptable to that Supreme Being to whom I 
“owe both my. exiftence and my crown. Froma 
** defire of fhewing my regard for the Jews throughout 
“the habitable earth, I have propofed to procure a 
“tranflation of your laws into the Greek, to be de- 
“ pofited in my library. In order to accomplifh 
‘i this defign, you will do well to feleét out of your 
_ everal tribes fix elders from each tribe, well filled 
nan the laws, and fend them to affift in this tranfla- 
, Uon, as I think, if itis well executed, it will re- 
: dound to my immortal honour. The perfons I 
a depute to treatwith youon this affair, are Andraas, 
«, 2h officer of my body guards, and Arifteus, my 
« Mott faithful counfellor, I have charged them 
E with a prefenr of an hundred talents of filver, as 
_, rit fruits dedicated to the facred fervices of the 
« Mple. Your antwer to this epiftle will be highly 

acceptable.” 

Hleazar complied with the king’s requeft, and 
wrote him in return to the following effect, 

ee Ry 


Eleazar, 


the high-prieft, to king Prolemy, 
“ greeting. | 


© 

~ ifyou, yourgqueen Arfinoe, and‘your illuftrious 
family are well, it is highly grateful to the Jews. 
. WV eacknowledge the receipt of your moft gracious 
2 letter, which was read in fullaflembly, and afforded 
a infinite joy and fatisfaction, not only as an inftance 


of your clemency towards a diltreffed people, 
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** but your piety and reverence for the worfhipofthe 
great God. We have received, by the hands of An- 
draeas and Ariftzeus,(perfons highly worthy‘of e!- 
teem and honour), twenty golden cups, thirty of 
filver, five goblets, and a table, to be dedicated to 
the fervice of the altar, together with an hundred 
talents towards the charge of facrifices, and other 
ceremonies of the temple. We have reprefented 
thefe circumitances to our brethren in the moit at- 
feétionate terms of refpeét and gratitude; and we 
are all fo fenfible of the obligations you have been 
pleafed to lay upon us, that you may depend on 
our molt implicit obedience ta your commands, as 
a due acknowledgment of your gracious conde- 
fcenfion. Purfuant to a juft fente of our duty, we 
have recommended to God, in our public prayers, 
the protectionof your royal perfon, filter, and chil- 
dren, together with all that are near and dear to 
you, wilhing peace and profperity to yourfelf and 
people; and beteeching che Almighty. that the 
work you have now in hand cf compiling a col- 
lection of our Jaws, may be of as much fatisfaction 
and advantage to you as your heart can defire. ‘To 
promote this defirable end, I have fent you tix 
elders out of every tribe, with the law, to attend 
your pleafure; relying on your piety and juitice 
tor their remittance to us after the tranfcription, 
.and recommending you to the providential care 
** of the Almighty.” 

Such was the anfwer of Fleazar, the high-prieft, to 
king Prolemy’s letter; upon which occafion the names 
of the feventy-two elders were fubjoined; but it is 
deemed unneceffary to enumerate them. But the 
magnificence and curiofity of the donations for the 
fervice of the temple cannot be omitted without do- 
ing great injuftice to the king’s: piety and bouncy, 


n 


_confidering with what liberality he promoted the 


work, the encouragement and countenance he gave 
to the profecution of it, and the great atcencion he 
paid, to thofe. who were employed in it. In thefe 
particulars, therefore, Iam bound in duty to be 
more minute; not asa branch of the hiftory, but a 
memorial of the king’s magnanimity, thacwill ftand 
upon record to his eternal honour. ‘2'o begin with a 
defcription of the table. 

With refpect to the dimenfions, the king fent arti- 
ficers to meature the former table at Jerujalem, and 
fee whether the place would not contain a larger. 
They informed him he might make ir as large as he 
pleaied, upon which he propofed at firft to have it 
made five times as large as the other. But reflecting 
that fo great a bulk would render it unweildy tor 
daily ufe, and have the appearance of oftentation ra- 
ther than fervice, he came to a relolution, that it 
fhould net exceed the former table in fize, butin the 
elegance and variety of its materials. ‘The king had 
a competent knowledge of human nature, and the 
reafon of things, and great prefence of mind, devifing 
expedients, and forming inventions; fo that he com- 
monly planned his own defigns, and prefcribed to the 
workmen the rules of proportion. With refpeét to 
this table in particular, he gave orders that it fhould 
be two cubits and an half in length, and oneand an 
‘half in height, all of folid gold; and round about it 
a border ot an hand’s breadth, fet out on three fides 
with curious carving of flower work, . and other 
agreeable figures, which being triangular, every an- 
gle had the fame difpofition of feulptures, and the 


. Jame form prefented itfel! when turned about without 


any variation. This table, in fine, was curiouily 
wroughe all over, but efpecially that part which was 
moft in view, withan intermixture of precious ftones, 
leoped together by golden buckles, arequal diflances 
from each other. The outfide of it was fet with 
other rich ftones of an oval cut, and emboffed worl 
of twigs and branches furrounding it. There were 
alfo various forts of fruit wrought together under 
the figure of a crown, as bunches of grapes, cars of 
corn, all in their proper and natural pofitions, and cx- 
prefled by {tones fet in gold, bearing the native co- 
Jour of what they reprefented. Unceler this crown 
was another rowof ovals, which, for the matter, the 
order, and ornament, was fo like the former, and fo 
exactly uniform from top to bottom, that one part 


could not be diftinguifhed from another. ‘There was, 
_ drawn alfo upon this latter, the refemblance of a 


micander, 


179 


Seventy= 
two elders 
to interpret 
the law, &e. 


Defeription 
of the yol- 
den table. 


T 


hee atdon 


ouyp. 


4 
© 
te 
1 


t 


‘tl 
h 


tennee wath 


‘he bing 


auibus 
vthe pees 
Vay vt 


evork, 


She hia 


while cane 


the wih 


1 


Gig 


fein gd a Go A 


~— 


Cogethot tparhded Dhe fiarsyes rubies, emeralds, 
prodwedietevcr Cile Was lett precious aia csceilentan 
ihebind. ast ae this wvcader were Givers picces OF 
fooderurein botrits and nots, that, in dome degice, 
one fieiie of aluvenges; and they were jo 


leu 
cuo.itiind by a ac@uler Giipctiuon of crytial and 
sober forthe advantage oi tac view, thatitexhibited 
wilrmovctheroneo? che moit dnifhed ipe¢iacles that can 
be imapinad. “Phecornices of the icet refembled the 
fini budding of lilies, the ftem upright, with the 
leaves and tendrils winding under the table. The 
b:fis was an band’s breadth over, garnifhed with ru- 
biess anda border round about it, to hands dillanc 
betwixt the icet that refled upon it. The graving 
sork ot theie feet was incomparable, bemg the 
fancy of atoliate of the vine and the ivy, finifhed fo 
exquilitcly to the Hie, chat ic was difficule to diftin- 
guith the artificial rom the natural; for, upon the 
feall breath ot air, the leaves would move and play, 
as if they had been the produce of nature. “Vhis ta- 
ble confitied of disee parts, put tegether wich fuch 
file thai there were No joints to be diicerned; and the 
tho lnels of it was hallacubit. ‘Vhis great prince, 
by the magnificence OF his prefent, the value. of the 
Materiats, and the ¢xquifite curiofity of the whole 
work, dems nitrated that though it was abated in fize 
thd prepeicoa trom the firlt defign, it was ebun- 
dantly lupplicd by a moti munificent expence mn or- 
Hanient and are. 

‘there was alloa large pair of golden cups, wrought 











halt way up the bowls in form of a fcollop, and in- . 


laid with ali forts of precious {tones, ranged into the 
crablance of ameander of a cubit over, with ele- 
gant Grures of twigs, branching out in a kind of 
nec-work upto the brim, and garnifhed with jewels 
allo. ‘Phe borders were fetout with an intermixture 
of lilics, flowers, vines, grapes, and the like around 
the lips of the vefiel.  “Lhis was the form of thefe 
goblets, which contained cach between three and 
tour gallons. 
they excecded in brightneis the clearett cryftal. 
Betides thele, the King furnithed thirty golden vef- 
{cis more, richly decorated with precious itones, and 
overfhadowed, in the parts which were not filled up, 
wich ving and ivy leaves in curious iculpture. Nor 
was the excellence of thele curious pieces to be 
wholly aferibed to the defign and execution of the ar- 
tiliccr, whotook a commendable pride in contributing 
te the pericctioa of the work, making, it his bufineis 
to fap crintend the matters themielves in their feveral 
porormaances, which rendered them more intent, as 
they taw the king: had the delign at heart, than they 
obherwile would have been, 
Wipoa the delivery of thefe donations, and the de- 
divauign of them co the ule and tervice of the holy 
temapleat Jorufalem, Eleazar treated the king’s com- 
Miihoners wid all due honours, and difmifled them 
will preients and good wifhes to their matter. When 
the king received intelligence of theirarrival at Alex- 
andria, and thar they had broughe the elders with 
them, hedenctor lus two anbatiadors, Andraeas and 
Ariiivus, fiend whom he received Hleazar’s letter, 
and derived particular lacistaétion as to many impor- 
tantquefions. Pls mind wasfointent upon an inme- 
diate conicrence with the elders of the tribes, that no 
perfon had accels to hing even on the moit urgent af- 
firs, though, contrary tohis cullomofpiving private 
audience once in five days, and public once a month, 
Tlavinp thus tecurce lintel honthe importunity 
of thele cafual interruptions, he only waited che ar- 
rival of Mlcazars deputies, who attended him) foon 
alter with prefents from che high-priett, and with cer- 
tain manuleripts of the Jewith laws, written upon 
puchmenc in letters of pold. Upon the king’s afk- 
ine forthe books, they were produced, cto his great 
adouration at their exquifice workmanthips for the 
loives were put copether with tuch art, chac there 
vor podiccining where one fkin was joined to ano- 
flea. “Vie Lane expreded his regard for the perfons 
wid lyon: he tan that curiofity, a greater for the 
popemt who feat a himy bue the preacelt of all tor 
Peooatherer thafe liws that were now broughe him. 
The prates. mid thei atcendants, gave him, withone 
hesrtaiel sony ta theiy joing prayers and aechuna- 
moos, fuen Hithines Wllances of their Zeal for his tere 








‘Lhe filver pieces were fo radiant, that _ 
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couinedd Which Wet biathed with dlones fh vice, that he could notrefrain from tears Of jeyety 


fincerity of theirrespedct. 

‘The writthgs were then put into the hands of de 
officers, Who were to take them in charges and (es 
king embracing the deputies, teld them he wouts 
fill conier with them onthe bufinels they came upon, 
and then take their perions into his peculiar care: a 
helovked upon the Gay ot their arrival fo remarkabl 
aulpicious, that he determined to have it oblerve| 
during his lite, asan annual iteitival in commemoration 
of fo great a bleffing. It happened, indeed, to be upon 
the very day of his naval victory over Antigonus, 

Thecarcof entertaining and providing for ttranger 
was properly the province of Nicanor, who appoint. ™ 
ed Dorotheus under him in this, as in other cafes, i+; 
to fee that nothing might be wanting. For his own om 5. 
honour, and the accommodation of the ftrangers, the = 
king’ commanded that they fhould be ferved after the won, 
manner of their country; and fuch inftruCtions were ps 
given, with refpeét to the elders, that they might not 
be diigufted with novelty. “Che conduct of this buf. 
neis was committed to Dorotheus, as a perfon yerfed 
in the cultomsof the Jews. There were placed two 
feats, one on the king’s right-hand, the other on his 
lett, by hisown order, for the accommodation of the 
deputies. When the guefis were feated indue term 
the king commanded Dorotheus to ferve then in the 
fame manner as he had done their countrymen upon 
a former occafion; fo that the Egyptian priefts and 
officers, who attended the kiny’s table, were all dit. 
mified,; and one of their own deputies and pricils 
named Eifa, was called upon by the king to give 
thanks. After the folemnity of a:benediétion, and 
fervenc prayer for the profperity of the king and his 
people, to the infinite jatistaétion of all prefent, the 
company chearfully partook of the entertainment, 
during which the king took occafion to ftart feveral 
philofophical queitions, in order to found the abili- 
ties of the deputies. ‘“Uheir anfwers were fo perti. 
nent, that the king was highly delighted with their 
converfation, infomuch that the, feltival continued 
for the fpace of twelvedays. Thofe who may be de- 
firous of knowing the particular points that were 
difcuffed, are referred to a book written by Ariftzeus 
upon the very occafion. : 

The converfation of thedeputies hada great effec ,, 
net only upon the king, but Menedemus, the philo- 5/5. 
fopher, who was brought over to acknowledge an ji: 
over-ruling Providence, and gave upthe controverfy '!" 
on that fubjectin their favour. Lhe king, in token {y. - 
of a due fenie of the edification he had derived from re..0= 
their learned difquifitions, and particularly refpdd- 
ing the art of government, ordered them a gratuity 
of threetalentseach, after which they were conducted 
to their apartments. 

At the expiration of threedays,Demetriusclcortes 
them overa cauleway of leveral turlongs, anda bridze | 
of communication betwixt the iMand and the cen- j. 
tinent, From thence he proceeded to thengrthward, 7 
and fettled them ina manfion by the fea fide, quietly '” 
and commodioufly fituated foritudy and contempt 
tion. Having thus difpofed them ina manner molt 
convenient for the promotion of the undertaking, he 
requefted their immediate attention to it, wilhed them 
fuccefs, and took his departure. . 

They protecuted their ftudics with unremitting al- 
fiduity, from carlieft morn till the ninth heur ot the 
day, which was a time of relaxation, when they were 
ferved by Derotheus, at the king’s order, with the 
choicett delicacies from his own table, over and above 
their ordinary allowance. ‘They cameto cour, every 
morning, and faluted the king, and thence betool: 
themlelves cotheir bufinels, having firit wafhed the 
hands with fea-water, . 

The verfion of the law was finifhed within the r: 
compais of leventy-two days, when Dorothcus called } 
all the Jews together into the place where it Wis yous 
tranflated, and, in the prefence of the interpreters 
read over the laws, the whole aflumbly unanimoully gyn 
approving, the tranflation, andapplauding Demetris ues | 
for propoling a work of fuch edencial benciic to mes", 
community, Tle defired alfo thac ie might be read | 
by the eminent men of the nation; alter which the 
high-pricth, theelders, and magillrates of the peop!s 
propounded, that, fince, the tranilation, was lo i 


pily executed, its authority might be ratified, ante 
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‘ Book XII. 
text remain unalterable forever... They.were unani- 
mous with refpect to the propofal, but came to this 
refolution, that the work be fubject to a further ex- 
amination and revile; and that if any fuperfiaity or 
omiffion fhould be ditcovered, upon mature delibera- 

Revifed 224 eign, it fhould be laid before them.and corrected ; and 
Foofimed. 5 was judged expedient that itfhould fo ttand valid 


tor ever. 


Frolemyexe point, and {ucceeded in an undertaking fo conducive 
pelts bis fy che public incereft. "When it was read to him, he 
aatations as crantported with wonder atthe wildom of the 
law-giver, and expfedied his aftonifhmenc to Deéeme- 
trius, thatneither of the poets or hiitorians fhould 
make mention of fo incomparable afyitem. Deme- 
trius replied, that their origin being {o manitedtly 
divine, and the fubjeét of them fo venerable, none 
had been hardy enough to ‘attempt a deicriptien, 


judgments inflicted on feveral people tor their teme- 
ricy in prophaning them: He cited the cafe of 
ment Theopompus, who; asa plagiarift, having pubhithed 
nistel OM boxes of holy writ, afarming himielf to have been the 
Haden author, was ftruck with lunacy for the {pace of thirty 
faa’ days; but that, in the interval of his phrenzy, being 
conicious of his guilc, and imploring the Divine par- 
don, he was, upon repentance and amendment, re- 
ttored to his right mind, though not without a re- 
velation in his fleep, that it was his audacity in con- 
founding facred things with prophane, that brought 
the lunacy upon him. Thus it was alio with ‘Thco- 
tage deétes, thetragic poet, who having, in acertain dra-. 
matic reprefentation, introduced tome paflages of 
facred {cripeure, was {truck blind; but, upon conici- 
fion and repentance of his crime, reftored again to 

his Gighe. : : 
The king, upon the receipt of the books from 
Demetrius, paid adoration tothe Divine Author, and 
gave ftri&t_ command for prelerving them fate and 
entire, defiring the interpreters to vilit him as fre- 
quently as they could make it convenient, alfuring 
them it would be his highefl pleafure, upon all occa- 
fions, to promote their Honour and intercft. He 
obferved, that their prefenc difmiffion was indifpen- 
fable: but that ifever hereafter they fhould be dil- 
poled to return, they fhould meet with fuch recep- 


men, and becoming the dignity of an opulent and 
powerful prince. He then beftowed on each ot them 
three rich fuits of raiment, two talents of gold, the 
value of one talent in cups, and couches to lit and 
; eat upon. He alfo fent by them, as prefents to 
pTie king's Mleazar, the high-prieft, ten beds with filver feet, and 
pemyen fuics of furniture properly adapted; a chalice of 
Mfonofthe thirty talents, ten purple robes, a crown‘of ineftima- 
perpreis. ble value, and an hundred pieces of fine linen; be- 
; fides cups and goblets of divers forts, and two gold- 
en veffels_exprefsly dedicated to the fervice of. the 
temple. In a letter to the high-prieft he defired him 
it any of the deputies fhould be difpofed to pay him 
a vifit, he would give them permiffion, as he highly 
efteemed the converfation of learned men, and toolc 
a pleafure in rewarding literary merit.- ‘Thus, to his 
immortal honour, did Ptolemy Philadelphus, king 
of Egypt, towards the Jews. / 


CHAP. It , 


The kings of Afia favourable to the Fews. Antiochus the 
Great particularly efpoufes their tutereft and honour. 


TIE Jews were held in great honour and efteem 
By the princes of Afia, both for their fidelity 

atiy and fkill in martial operations; infomuch that Seleu- 
cus Nicanor gave them the privileges of freemen in 

all the cities he buile throughout Afia and the 
Lower Syria; nay, in the metropolis of Antioch it- 
felf, declaring it his royal will and pleafure, that they 
fhould enjoy the fame rights and immunities with the 
Greeks and Macedonians, of which they are poffefied 
to this very day. For inftance, the Jews being inter- 
di&ted the ufe of foreign oil, the officers, who had the 
fuperintendanceof that commodity, wereobliged, by 
Severnment, to allow.them fo much money ia lieu of 
it. In thecourfe of the following war the people of 
genoa ha ited on the abrogation of that cuftom; 
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The king was charmed with having gained his - 


efpecially when reflection brought to mind the heavy | 


tion as was due to the charaéters of wile and good .- 





or THE JEWS. 


but Mutianus, who was then governor of the pro- 
vince of Syria, would not admit of it. : 

In the reign of Velpafian, and his fon Ticus, the 
people of Alexandria contended for the disfranchife- 
ment of the Jews; but fuch were the honour and 
juitice of the Romans, and efpecially of thofe two Extreme 
magnanimous princes, that they could not obtain it. Yetatinn. 
They certainlydid not want pretencetor revenge upon and hes fori 
a people who had fo refolutely oppoled themthrough- Titus je 
out the courfe of a troublefome war; but they itil Tena, 
held their rights and privileges to be facred, and 
therefore nobly retufed to gratify either their own 
puffions, or yield to the importunity of two great na- 
tions, in fuffering a vindictive a€t of injuftice. In 
their generous breafts the recollection of their an- 
cient meric preponderated. thefenfe of their late mif- 
demeanours. Nor could they be influenced by irite- 
refted views to violate their honour; obferving, that 
thott who had taken uparmis againit the Romans, had 
tuffered tufficiently by the calamities of war, without 
any other forfeiture; and that to punifh thofe who 
had not offended, would beequally repugnant to juf- 
tice and common Ienle. : 

{cis alfo evident, trom the teftimony of hiftory, 
thac Marcus Agrippa was favourably difpoled to- 
wards the Jews: Jor when the Ionians, from a prin- lide fa 
ciple of animoficy again thole people, befought voreihee 
Hens thac they, and they only, might have thofe Jews. 
privileges of citizens, which Antiochus, the grand- 
fon. of Scleucus; whom the Grecians furnamed ** che 
God,” had. beftowed upon them, and requetted thar, 
if che Jews were to be joinc parcakers with chem in 
the fame privileges, they ene bv obligedto worthip |. ' 
the fame gods as they worfhipped, thefe Lonians, when jcvte° 
the queftion was brought to trial, could not obtain espoutes 
their fait, nor prevail ag@ainft the Jews, whofe caule ee cate 
was ably defended by Nicolaus, of Damafcus, who “5 
cauled judgment cto be given in favour of the right 
they claimed to the tree exercife and enjoyment of 
their own laws and cuitoms. Agrippa pronounced 
definitively, that hecould notagree to any innovation 
in chat point. Thote who would with to have full 
information refpeéting this matter, may read the 
whole ftory at large; in the 123d and 124th books of 
the hiftory of this Nicolaus. Indeed, the determina 
tion of Agrippa does not appear fo much a matter of 
wonder, as at that time our nation was not at war Encomiun 
with the Romans; while the candour and generolity of Jotephus 
of Vefpafian and Titus are aftonifhing beyond ex- Sae' opie 
preffion; nor can their names be mentioned but, with Roman em- 
infinite honour, as men who, amidtt the outrages of Berety nee 
a fierce and bloody war, could not be tranfported be~ foe * 
yond the bounds of humanity and moderation. 

Under the reign of Antiochus the Great, Afia, Ju- 
daa, and Coelo-Syria,were perpetually harrafled: for The Jews 
Antiochus ac that time being in actual hottiliry wich 3 narrates 
Prolemy Philopates, and his ton Ptolemy Epiphanes, Wael Ate 
whoever wereconquerors, the Jews, betwixt the pro- tiochus, 
fperous andadverie fortune of Antiochus, were fure 
to befufferers, like a fhipin a {tormexpofed tothe fury : 
of the billows on either. fide. Antiochus, however, 
prevailed in the end, and took poffeffion of Judza. 

In procefs of time, after the death of .Philopates, 
-his fon {ent aformidablearmy into Ccelo-Syria, under 
the command of Scopas, his general, who took feve- 
ral of their cities, and reduced Judza by force; but 
Antiochus, in a ‘fhort time, obtained a fignal victory 
over Scopas at the head of the river Jordan, and re- 
covered the places in Coelo-Syria and Samaria of 
which the enemy had taken poffeffion. The Jews, 
upon this fuccefs, delivered themfelves up, received ,.,, } 
the army intotheir city, (Jerufalem), provided plenti- guivey - 


fully for the elephants, and valiantly affifted in the tmemfen. a. 


attack of the caitle, where Scopas had left a body of uP. to-Antiog 
men in garrifon. Antiochus, deeming it reafonable to “"" 
gratify the Jews with fome honourable token of the 

jenfe he retained of their good will and fervices upon 

this occafion, wrote to the generals of his army and 

leading men, giving teftimony of their meritorious 
conduét, and informing them of the rewards he in- ‘repimony 
tended to beftow on them. Copies of the epiftles of Polvniv: 
will follow what we fhall produce concerning the thehiteran 
pean of Polybius,of Magalopolis, inthe fixteenth 

book of his hiftory, where he thus writes: ‘*-Scopas, 

: the poocal of Ptolemy’s army, made an expedition, 

“* in the winter feafon, into the heart of the country, 
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ANTIQUITIES or tHe JEWS... 


“© and fubdued the nation of the Jews.” He writes 
in the fame book, that, ** When Scopas was conquered 
** by Antiochus, the victor took. poffeffion of Ba- 
“* thamzea, Samaria, Gadela, Gadara, and Abila; 
*¢ arter which the Jews of Jerufalem, and of the glo- 
** rious temple there, went-over to him.” Hie adds, 
“© That_he fhould fay more on the fubjeét, buc that 
** he referved it for another opportunity.” Having 
** thus cited the teftimony of Polybius, we return to 
‘© the epiftle of Antiochus. ; - 


** King Antiochus to Ptolemy, greeting: 


°° ‘Whereas we have received feveral demonftrations 
** of the good dilpofition of the Jews towards us 
** and our fervice, from the time of our firit coming 
** into their country, in the refpeét of their elders and 
** magiftrates in attending us on the way, and the 
“¢ fplendid reception of our perfon and army into the 
** city, as well as making fuch ample provilion both 
“for our horfes and elephants ; thele good offices 
** duly confidered, we hold ourfelves bound in duty 
* to acknowledge, by beftowing onthemfomemarks 
“*of our favour and, elleem, contributing towards 
“* the reparation of their demolifhed city, and recall- 
‘© ing their captive countrymen to their former habi- 
“tations. In orcderto effect thefe neceffary purpotes, 
“* we have, in the firft place, affigned twenty thou- 
** fand pieces cf filver towards the charge of their fa- 
“* crifices, wine, oil, and frankincenfe; and for fine 
“* four, according to the cuftom of the place, one 
** thoutand four hundred and fixty meafures of wheat, 
‘Sand three hundred and feventy-Hve meafures ot 
** falt. And it is our will and pleafure that all this 


-** be executed and made good according to order. 


Decree of 
Antiochus 
in honour 
of the Jew- 
j heemple, 


“It is our further will and pleafure, that whatever 
** may be wanting towards the repairs of the temple, 
** porch, or galleries, be fuppliedeither from Judzea, 


“* Libanus, or elfewhere, without any tax or duty. . 


“ 


* And we do likewite grant the fame immunity. for 
‘all other materials chat fhall be applied to the ule 
* of the holy temple, with permiffion moreover of an 
* univerial tiberty to live.and govern themfelves ac- 
“¢ cording to their-own cuftoms and laws. And we 
dohereby refpectively difcharge theirelders, pricfts, 
icribes, and finging-men, of poll-taxes, royal du- 
ties, and all other tributes whatfoever. And, as 
afurcher encouragement to the {peedy re-peopling 
“of this city, we do, by our royal authority, grant 
“* unto all the prefent inhabitants of the fame, and 
*° to fuch others as fhall come over to take up their re- 
** fidence there, at any time betwixt this and‘ the 
‘month Hyperberetazus next enfuing, an exemp- 
‘tion from all public impofitions, for the fpace of 
** three years to come; and likewife from that time 
* forward, an abatement of all taxes, in confidera- 
‘ tion of their part of damages and fufferings. And 
‘ finally, whereas great numbers of thefe people 
** have been carried away captives, and remain to 
‘ this day_in bondage, we do farther command that 
* they be forthwith fet at liberty, with reftitution of 
** what hath been taken from them.” : 
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This generous declaration in favour of the people 
was followed by an edict in. honour of the temple, 
which he caufed to be publifhed throughout his domi- 
nions, It was to this purport: “It {hall not.be lawful 
“ for any foreigner to enter the temple, but with con- 
** fent of the Jews, and without being purified and 
** qualified betorehand for his admittance. No man 
“ fhall prefume to bring into the city either the fefh 
‘* of horfes, mules, or affes, or of panthers, foxes, 
“ hares, or any creatures that the Jews are forbidden 
*‘toeat. Nor fhall their fins be brought, nor one 
“* of thefe animals be bred_in the city.. Let them 
* only ufe fuch as their forefathers, according to Di- 
‘* vine appointment, applied to the purpofe of facri- 
“fices. Hie thar cranigreffes any of thefe orders 
= {hall be fined, for every fuch offence, three thou- 

iand drachmas, to be paid by the offender to the 
** priefts for their ufe and benefit.” 

‘The king took another occafion of bearing tefti- 
mony to our piety and allegiance. Upon the break- 
Ing ‘out of a commotion in Phrygia and Lydia, 
Zeuxes, the comniander in chief of his forces, being 
ac the head of an army in the upland provinces, he 
commanded him to fendaway from Babylon a num- 


Boog Xi 
ber of Jews into Phrygia, and gave him his inftruc. 
tions in a letter to this effect : 


** The king Antiochus to Zeuxes, his friend and 
general, greeting: : 
‘* Whereas J am given to underftand that feditious xia 
*¢ praétices prevail in Phrygiaand Lydia,. and it be. des” 
“© hoves me therefore to be upon my guard:.] am pees 
“© now to acquaint you that I amadviled by my coun- genau! 
“cil to take two thoufand Jewifh families out of beaten 
** Babylon and Mefopotamia, and to tranfport them /** 
“* into Phrygia with their goods, and whatever pro. 
‘© perty they may poffels, and there to place them in 
‘* ttrong holds and garrilons, being thoroughly fa. 
“© tisfied of their zeal and allegiance, not only trom 
** the principles of their religion, but proois of their 
‘* fidelity to my anceflors. Wherefore it is my will 
*¢ and pleafure, notwithftanding all the difficulties 
*¢ with which it may-be attendea, that they be torth- 
** with tranfplanted, giving therm all afiurances that 
*¢ they fhall enjoy the Hberty of their own laws and 
cuftoms. Upon their arrival there, you are to af- 
** Gen them lands and pofflefficns, with all forts of 
** conveniences for building,. planting, and tillage, 
*¢ with anexemption from all taxes and contributions 
** out of the profits for ten years to come. In the 
** mean time, till they may be able to fupport them- 
** felves out of the fruits of their own induftry, you 
“are to allow them a competent provifion of wheat 
‘© for the maintenance of themielves and their fami- 
© lies; by which kind treatment they will be encou- 
*¢ raged to act more chearfully in our fervice. You 
“are finally to take care that they be not expofed to 
** any fort of moleftation or trouble. And fo we 
** bid you farewell.” ° ve 


Thefe teftimonials are produced to fhew the efteem 
and friendfhip Antiochus the Great bore to the Jews, 
as well as commemorate actions noble in their nature, 
and confequéntly moft worthy of imitation. : 

Soon after this tranfaction, a league of triendhhip 
and alliance was entered into between this king and 
Prolemy Epiphanes, king of Egpyt, upon a marriage Antota 
with his daughter Cleopatra, who had yielded up to ie fa 
him, by way of dowry, Ccelo-Syria, Phoenicia, Ju- gen 
daa, and Samaria, The revenue was in partition be- innuwx 
tween the two kings, and farmed out to fome of the 
principal men in the refpective provinces, who fu- 
perintended the collections, and paid their propor- 
tions into the king’s treafury according to contract. 

At this juncture the Samarians were in a flourishing 
ftate and condition, and greatly harraffed the Jews Then 
by vexatious incurfions, carrying many of them away aedist 
captives; and thefe ravages were chiefly committed : bs 
during the time of the high-prieft Onias: for after 
the death of Eleazar, his uncle Manaffes fuccecded; 
and after his death Onias, the fon of Simon the Jutt, 
which Simon was the brother of Eleazar, as before 
obferved. This Onias was poor in foul, weak in in- 
tellects, and covetuous in diipofition; fo thar by re- opis 
fufing to pay the cuftomary tribute which his ancef- hia ie 
tors had done, he incenfed Ptolemy Euergetes, the lee 
father of Philopates, to fuch a degree, thathe fentam- fgji 
baffadors exprefsly to Jerufalem, with a menace to’ ig 
demand the payment, upon peril of having an army "* 
quartered upon their country at difcretion, and a new 
plantation of foldiers fertled there, if they did not 
immediately comply. ‘The Jews were greatly alarm- 
ed atthe purport of this embaffy; but Onias was fo 
fordidly avaritious, that with him no menaces cou 
have any effec, 














CHAP. IV. 


Fofeph, the nephew o Onias, the high-prieft, intercedes 
pes bis isu ea ing Ptolemy, ad aueanie bimfelf 
and family. His death. 


THERE were at that time one Jofeph, a man 2 
had acquired great reputation among the people. 
of Jerufalem for his prudence and jultice. He a 
the fon of Tobias, by the fifter of Onias, the high- 
prieft. Being informed by his mother, while he was 
at Phicola, the place of his birth, of the menacing 
meffage delivered by the ambaffador, he hattened . 
Jerufalem, and reproved Onias for not attending 


~ > men, as well as 
the fafety and welfare of his countrymen, ‘expoling 
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expofing the ration to imminent danger, by refufing 
to pay the cribute-money according to the cuitom oF 
his predeceffors. He reminded him that, for that 
very important purpofe, he kad received the autho- 
rity he held, and been appointed high-prielt. Bur 
that if his heart was fo clogged by avarice, that he 
would facrifice his country and friends, rather than 
retunda partof what was committed to his truft; he 
advifed him to make a dutiful application, to the 
king, and endeavour to perfuade him to remit either 
the whole or apart of the fum demanded. Onias 
replied, that he was not fo much attached to his of - 
fice, confidered either in a civilor Jacerdotal capacity, 
buc that he would refign both, if he might be per- 
mitted, rather than apply to the king upon fo dil- 
agreeable a concern, which he theréfore defired to 
wave, as wholly averfe to his inclination, — 
Jofeph then afked him if he would permit him to. 
go upon the commiffion, as an ambaffador, in behalf 
of the nation? Having obtained his hearty concur- 
rence,. Joleph went up to the temple, and calling the 
mulcitade cogecher, exhorted them not to be alarmed 
by terrifying apprehenfions from the remifinels of 
his uncle Onias, as he would attend the king in their 
name, and exert his urmoit endeavours to effect a re- 
conciliation of.the point in difpute. The whole 
multitude gave him thanks for the propotil, and left 
the bufineis entirely to his direétion. Upon this he 
went to the king’s commiffioner, and having enter- 
tained him fplendidly for feveral days, and made him 
valuable prefents, difmifféd him to his matter, with 
an affurance that he would fpeedily follow him. He 
became more and more anxious for this expedition, 
not only from the invitation and engagementof the 
king’s commiffioner, but the promife he had given to 
ule his influence with his matter, by which he made 
no doubt that the young adventurer would gain his 
point. Indeed ht was fo captivated with the graccof 
Jofeph’s perfon, the elegance of his deportment, and 
the gravity of his manners, that, upon his return to 
Egypr, he reprefented the fordid temper of Onias, 
and the agreeable difpofition of Jofeph, in fuch terms 
to his matter, as greatly prepoffeffed both him and his 
ueen in favour of the latter before they faw him. 
Joleph fent to his friends for money for his equipage, 
which, in clothes, horfes, carriages, plate, and other 
neceffaries, amounted to twenty thouland drachmas, 
and, being properly equipped, fet out for Alexan- 
dria. He happened, in his way, to fall in company 
with a train of the rulers and principal men of the 
cities’ of Syria and Phoenicia, who were going to 
the king co treat with him concerning the farming of 
the revenue, according to annual cuftom.. Thele 
grandees treated Jofeph with a jocular feverity, and 
made him and_his retinue the fubjécts of their deri- 
fion: neverthelefs, he profecuted his journey. 
Finding, upon his arrival at Alexandria, that king 
Prolemy was at Memphis, he immediately fet out 
for that place, in the way to which he had the good 
fortune to meet the king, the queen, and Athenion, 
his particular confidant, on their return to Alexan- 
dria, This Athenion was the perfon who was de- 
puted with the embaffy to Jerufalem, and there ‘fo 
honourably treated by Jofeph. He therefore no 
fooner jaw him, than he gave the king to under= 
ftand, that he was che young man in whofe commen- 
dation he had fpoken fo highly on_his return from 
Jerufalem. Ptolemy then faluted him, took him in- 
to his carriage, and mentioned_how ill he had been 


* treated by Onias, the high-prieft. Jofeph refpectfully 


anfwered, “ Sire, an_ old man is a jecond time a 
« child: ‘impute nothing to Onias but what his age 
«, “ill excufe. As for us, who have youth, and the 
« Power of our faculties,.we will give proof of our 

loyal attachment.” The king was fo pleafed with. 
this candid as well as dutiful reply, that, in-. 
duced thereby,to conceive the higheft opinion of the 
iiucretion of the fpeaker, he gave orders, 
on their arrival at Alexandria, that he fhould be. 
lodged in the palace, and entertained every day at his 
own table. his fingular token of refpeét excited 


’ the envy of the Syrians, when they obferved thé ho- 


ee that were paidto Jofephat Alexandria. .— : 
fe he day of audtion being now arrived; when the 
veral branches of the revenue were to. be put up, 


the Syrian and Pheenician noblemen, whom Jofeph. 
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had feen on his way to Alexandria, endeavoured to 
undervalue them, offering no more than cight thou- 

fand talents tor all che duties of Caclo-Syria, Phce- An auaion, 
nicia, Judea, and Samaria. Jofeph cenfured the con- 1% %¢ xet 
tractors, tor offering a compofition fo inferior to the 

real value of the revenues, and propofed doubling it 

himfelt, over and above the forfeitures which theie 
publicans had referved for themfelves. ‘Che king 

was fo highly pleated with this propofal for the im- 
provement of his revenue, that he afked Jofeph what 

jecurity he could give? Jofeph told him, his fecuri- 

ties were undoubted. ‘The king ordered him to 

name them; and upon his anfwering, thathe doubted 

not but his majefty and the qucen would be mutual. Jofeph ap- 
ly bound for his juitice and honour, the king, from jointed tart 
the high opinion he entertained of him, immediately ine Een ath 
appointed him receiver-general ofall tholeprovinces; yee 
a circumitance which greatly mortified thofe whole 
intentions were to have purchafed the farming of the 

revenue at an under-value. 

Jofeph, on his appointment to this high office, de- 
fired a guard of two thoufand foldiers to fupport 
him in colleéting the duty, in cale of oppofition; and 
thereupon, having borrowed five hundred talents 
ot the king’s friends in Alexandria, he proceeded to- 
wards Syria to execute his office. On his arrival at 
a place called Afkalon, and demanding the king’s  _, 
tribute, the people not only refuled payment, but in- Pani esihe 
fuleed him in the moft outrageous manner; upon fca 
which he punifhed twenty of the ringleaders, by Syriaforres 
bringing them to exemplary juftice, raifed athouland {lng py | 
talents out of their forfeited eftates, and fentthe trea- 7" 
fure to the king, with an account of his proceedings. 
Ptolemy- was to fatisfied with the difcretion of his 
conduét, that he lett the whole bufinefs to him; and 
this recent example of feverity upon the people of 
Aflsalon had fuch an effeét on the reft of the Syrians, 
that they fet open their gates in all places to Jofeph, 
and paid their taxes without icruple. 

The inhabitants of Scythopolis followed the prece- ‘ 
dent of thofe of Affxalon, in an obitinate refulal of The pespfe 
their cuftomary impofts, and in contempt of the of Scytho- | 
kings officers and authority; fo that Joleph was un~ Polspunitis 
der a neceffity of dealing with the ringleaders there as fume mans 
he had done with the former upon the fame occafion, néras the 
confitcating their eftaces, and applying the forteicure &*™** 
to the king’s ufe, and thé fupport of government. 

He fent valuable prefents to the king, queen, and 
their principal adherents, by which means he conci- 
liated many powerful friends. 

In this fituation did Jofeph continue for the fpace ; 
of twenty-two years, and became the father of feven 
fons. by.one wife; and he had one other fon, whofe 
name was Hyrcanus, by the daughter of his brother 
Solymius, whom he took to wife on the following: 
occafion: . 

Travelling to Alexandria with his brother, accom- 
panied by his daughter, who, being marriageable, he 
took thither, in order to give her in wedlock to fome 
Jew of quality. As he wasat fupper with the king; .. |, 
he became paffionately enamoured with a beautitul Jofeph fatfs 
maid that danced there for the entertainment of the 1 love with 

. a beautiful 
royal guefts. Hie made his brother the only confi- Woman at 
dant of the fecret, defiring him, as he could not, by Alexandria, 
the Jewith law, marry a ftranger, to be fubfervient to 
his defire of obtaining a private interview with the 
object of his affection. His brother feemed cordially 
to accede to the propofal, and arraying his daughter 
in fuitable attire, comteyed herto Jofeph’s bed. Jo... 
feph, being .difordered by the fumes of the regale, faaees eh 
paffed the firft.nighc with his brother’s daughter, cedingthe 
without difcovering the error. This abufe was prac- birth of 
tifed-‘on him repeatedly, till Jofeph, becoming more "7'*""* 
and more enamoured of his fair,-chough unknown, 
partner; complained to his brother of his hard: fate, 
in being prohibited, by the law and religion of his 
country, trom marrying the woman he moft ardently 


: loved. - Solymius told him he need nor perplex 
.-himfelf-with fo difagreeable an apprehenfion, as he 
might Jawfully marry the object of his affection. He 


then difcovered to him the whole affair, telling him, 
that, inftead of the admired dancer, he had conveyed 


his own daughter to his bed, thinking it lets crimi- 


nal: to fuftain an_indignity, in the perfon of his 
daughter, than fuffer his brother tobe guilty of fo hei- 


hous and difhonourable an offence, as that of join-. 


ing 
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ing himfelf to a ftrange woman, in violation of one 
ot the molt facred laws. ‘The great furprize of this 
difcovery, and_the fingular inltance of the regard 
Solymius had fhewn for the prefervation of his reli- 
gion and honour, had fo prevailing an effect on the 
mind of Jofeph, that he immediately marricd his 
daughter, and of her was born Hyrcanus, as before 
obferved. ‘ . 

This Hyrcanus, at the age of thirteen years, gave 


fach proofs of fuperior genius, as well as fuperior 


virtue, that he became, as is too natural, the envy of 


all his brethren, from gaining an aicendancy over the 
minds of all to whom he had an opportunity of dif- 
covering his amiable qualifications. Jofeph, in order 
to make an experiment of the ability and difpofition 
of his feveral fons, fent them to fuch matters as had 
acquired the greateft reputation for inftructing of 
youths but the fevenelder, through dulnefs or floth, 
returned without making the leaft proficiency in ufe- 
ful or ornamental knowledge. Hie fent out laft‘his 
yecneel fon, Hyrcanus, upon a feven day’s journey 
into the deferr, with 300 yoke of oxen, bidding him 
plow and fow there, having firft privately taken away 
the lines that fhould join the yoke and plough to- 
gether. When Hyrcanus came to the place, and 
wanted the-neceffary tackle, hé was advifed by the 
hufbandmen to fend home to his father for it, but 


being averfe to lofing his time, he projected a plan ~ 


worthy of the moft experienced age, He caufed ten 
yoke of the oxenro be flain, and dividing the carcales 
amongit the hufbandmenandfervants, cut their hides 
into thongs, made the neceffary tackle of the fame, 
ploughed and towed the land according to his father’s 
appointment, and then returned home. His father 
was highly pleafed with this inftance of his fagacity, 
and fhewed him fuch peculiar tokens of affection 
and favour, as excited the envy and hatred of his 
brethren. : 

About this time Jofeph received intelligence that 
Prolemy’s queen, Cleopatra, was delivered of a fon, 
to the joy of thefubjects in general. As upon this oc- 
cafion irmight be required of him, amongft other great 


‘officers of {tate, to congratulate the king and queen, 


he determined, as a journey from Jerufalem to Alex- 
andria would he too fatiguing to him in his advanced 

ears, to fend one of his fons in his ftead. To try 
how they ftood affeéted-to this expedition, he called 
them together, and feverally afked them which would 


- chufe to engage in the bufinefs ? The eldeit pofitively 


Myreanus 
appointed to 
congratulate 
Ptolemy on 
the birth of 
a Ton, in 
lieu of his 
father, 


Ee makes 
au exorbi- 
anidemand 
on Arion his 
father’s 
agent. 


refufed ; another apologized, by faying, he was totally 
unacquainted with the cuftoms and ceremonies of a 
court; in fhort, the reft declined the undertaking, on 
fome pretence or other, til] at length it was refolved, 
as well with the approbation of Jofeph, as the reft 
of his fons, that Hyrcanus fhould be fent, who, 
though the youngelt, was; from his fuperior and dif- 


tinguifhed abilities, the beft qualified for fuch a ne- 


gociation. 

This inatter being adjufted, Jofeph aflked his fon, 
what he thought would be fufficient to defray the ex- 
pences of his embafly, and purchafe the neceffary 
prelents for the king and queen. Hyrcanus told him 
ten talents; and recommended that, inftead of fending 
the prefents from Judaa, they fhould be purchafed 
at Alexandria, for which purpofe he might write to 
his agent there, to furnifh fins with what was requi- 
fite. _Jofeph complied with his fon’s requeft, and 


gave him letters of credit upon Arion, the perfon in | 


‘Alexandria to whom he remitted the money collect- 
edin|Syria, to be depofited in the royaltreafury, which, 
at that time, did not amount to lefs than three thou- 
fand talents. : 

Astfoonas he arrivedat Alexandria, Hyrcanus went 
to Arion, produced his letters of credit, and demand- 
ed, inftead of ten, a thousand talents. Surprized at 
fo great a demand, Arion refufed compliance, fay- 
ing, ** What! do-you want to wafte it in luxury? 
“Your father’s fortune was made by induftry, and 
*© you.would do well to follow_his example. I will 
“* give you only ten talents, and thoie I will fee ex- 
‘© bended in the prefents you are to make.” 

‘Yhis abruptreply highly offended Hyrcanus, who, 
for fome time, expoftulated with him; but finding 
him continue abfolute in not complying with his de- 
mand, he, by_his fuperiority of power, in confequence 


of his father’s authority, had him committed to. 


. at the table. 


_ the great men, who came on the errand of congratula- 


.advance no more than five. © This artful pretence of 


' the day appointed for the ceremony of theiroblations;, 


‘avoid the danger he apprehended from thole who ojos 


‘on the queen, that he became the greateft favourite 


- affurance of obtaining it. t t a 
: made no other ufe than to folicit the king for Jecters 
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prifon. The wife of Arion, who was on goed terms 
with the queen, informed her of the treatment her 
hufband had receivedfrom Hyrcanus, and the queen ong 
related the particulars of the whole totheking. In cazglne 
confequence of this; the king fent him a meffuge, ex. Mt 
preffing his aftonifhmentat his conduét, and ordering? 
him immediately to attend, and clear himielf of the 
charge alledged againft him. Hyrcanus defired the 
meffenger toinform his matter, that as, by the Jewifh 
law, no man was permitted to eat of the flefh of any 
thing that was facrificed that had not been firft in the 
temple, and offered factifice himfelt, 10, in his cate, 

he dare not prefume to wait upon the king, till he 

had firft prefented the oblations, with which his fa- 

ther had entrufted, him, in teftimony of his gratitude 

and duty; and that, with regard to punifhing a re. Vista 
fra€tory fervant, he thought himfelf juftified, as the tr. 


cans tote 


- ill example of an inferior might at length effect che tis, 


king himfelf; and where authority was delpifed, the 
precedent might be dangerous. : 
_ When the king received this anfwer, inftead of be. 
ing offended with Hyrcanus, he highly applauded 
him, for the dignity of his jentiments; and Arion, 
finding he had no reafon to expect favour or protec- Heda 
tion from the king, compounded for his liberty by pe 
paying him the thoufand talents he had demanded, of ais. 
‘Phree days after Hyrcanus went to court to pay his 
refpects to the king and queen, where he had the ho- 
nour, from the fingular regard they retained tor his 
father, to be admitted tothe royal table. As foon 
as Tyrcanus had received the money of Arion, he 
contracted privately with certain .merchants for an 
hundred of the moft comely boys, and the like num- 
ber of beautiful girls, at the price of a talent a head. 
Being invited after this to amagnificent entertainment . 
given by the king, togethér with other perfons of the 
firft rank, the officers who had the conduct of the ce- 
remony, and the arrangement of the guefts, affigned 

yrcanus, on account of his youth, the loweft place 
That partof the company which fat 
next him looking upon him with contempt, refolved jyreray 
to fhew their diirefpect by laying their bones before thetiqt 
him, and fetting on Tryphon, the king’s jefter, to se 
taunt him with ridicule. This the jefter attempted “"* 
to do, by defiring the king, with an impertinent {neer, 
to notice the circumftance, faying, at the fame time, 
that as the fon had fcraped the bones before him, fo 
had the father picked the bones of all Syria. The - 
king could not but {mile at the drollery of the con- nispr 
ceit, and afked Hyrcanus how he came to have fo mu 
many bones piled before him. ‘‘ Sire, (replied he, 
looking ftedfaftly on the company), dogs eat bones 
as well as meat; but men put the bones afide.” This 
facetious an{wer highly pleafed the king; and, inftead 
of the laugh’ being thrown on Hyrcanus, it fell on 
Tryphon, and the company that affected to creat 
him with contempt and mockery. 

The next day Hyrcanus founded the fervants of 









tion on the birth of the prince, as to the fum their 
matters intended to. prefent. Some faid twelve talents, 
fome more, and others lefs; while Hyrcanus, from 
defign, affected to be uneafy, upon pretence that he 
could not come up to their proportion, as he could 


poverty was highly pleafing to the fervants, who. 
failed not to cell their matters of it; forthat. thofe 
grandees exulted in the thought how contemptible the 
youth would appear in the king’s eye, by the fmalinefs ° 
of his prefent. But they were toon Puftalens for, on 


the largeit gift was twenty talents, except that mace 
by Hyrcanus, who preiented the hundred boys [0 
the king, and thehundred girls to the queen, and with 
each of them a talent for another prefent over and Tiel 
above. .This was fo unexpedted and exceffive a mU- try 
nificence, that it {truck the king and:company with jd 
altonifhment; but Hyrcanus gave many, exclufive of eco 
this, to the king’s minifters and officers, in order to #0, 


were fuborned.to injure, nay, to deftroy him. h 
Thisdiftinguifhed liberality of Hyrcanus{fo wrought 


ft, with 


at court, and was defired to prefer his reque he 


Of this’ generous over 













ook NIL 
of recommendation to his fatherand brethren. The 
est king wok an honourable leave ot him, bettowed on 
ted wh Ai prefents worthy the acceptance of a prince, and, 
csumen dh commendatory letters to his father, brethren, 
idhe and his OWN governors ae officers, diimified him 
ithevery token of refpect. . 
7 KX in ‘his brethren Uneart of the magnificent re- 
ception he had mec with trom the kingand queen, and 
how much his character was aggrandized by this em- 
sectheen Fry, they entered into a combination to go out of the 
wim gown, mect him oa his return, and cake away his 
life, and this with the privacy of his tather, who was 
greatly difguited at the enormous expence ot his late 
prelents, and therefore, in reality, very little anxioGs 
tor his prefervation : though he diflembled the mat- 
ter, through fear of the king. 
came, however, tothis iffue, that the brothers 
met and affaulted him on his return; but, through a 
vatiane refiftance on the part of himlelf and tuite, they 
lott aconfiderable number of their train : two of the 
brethren were flain on the fpot, and the reft efcaped to 
uystwo their father at Jerufalem, Fyreanus then proceeded 
vam tothe city; but meeting with a very cool reception 
wal. there, and being apprehenfive of danger, he crolled 
the river Jordan for his fecurity, and there {pent the 
remainder of tts hite in colleéting the king’s duties 
Tr he barbarians. 
: “This was in the reign of Scleucus, king of Afia, 
otherwife called Soter, or the Saracen, being the ion 
thand_ Of Antiochus the Great. About this time died Jo- 
ster of feph, the father of Flyrcanus ; aman ofeminent piety 
and magnanimity, and inflexibly attached to the in- 
tereit o1 his country, Which he effentially promoted 
in the moft importantconcerns. He executed the of- 
fice of receiver general of the public imports in-Sy- 
ria, Phoenicia, and Samaria, tor the {pace of twenty- 
ewo years, and acquitted himi{eli with the utmoll pro- 
bity. Elis unclg Onias died about the jame time, and 
left the priefthood to his fon Simon, who was iuc- 
ceeded by Onids, to whom Arius, king of Lace- 
demon, fent an embaffy on the tollowing terms. 


CHAP, V 
Arius, king of Lacedemon, cultivates the friendpip of 


the Fews. Lat memorable adi of Hyrcaius, who falls 
by bis own hands. 


4 


“ Arius, king ofthe Lacedamonians, to Onias, 
“ high-prieft, fendeth greeting: 


pete oe WHEREAS there is come to our hand anan- 
sata oy cient Manulcript, fetting forth that both the 
rat the “© Jews and Lacedazmonians are of one ftock, as de- 
“ rived From the ttock of Abraham; it is, therefore, 
* “ bur juft and reafonable for brethren, fo nearly al- 
“lied, to do all good offices one towards another. 
‘* This, then, is tooffer you the command ofany thing 
(, Within our power to Jerve you, as we fhall loo 
upon your concerns as our own, and that we are 
(, Wilited in one Common intereft. You receive this 
_ Spiltle from our crufty fubjeét and fervant Demo- 
_ teles, written On a quarto page, and fealed with the 
igure of an eagle holding a dragon in the claws.” 
his was the purport Of the epiftle, in which the 
acedemonians Claimed kindred with the Jews. 
Upon the deathof¥ Jofeph, mutinyand {edition pre- 
"* yailed amongft the” people, by means of a conteft 
vey, between Efyreanus and his furviving brothers about 
tes the paternal eftate. The multitude was divided; but 
the high-prieft, and majority of che people, took the 
}art or the brothers; io chat Hyrcanus, not thinking 
t dale to seturn to Jerulalem, kepe his retreat be- 
yond the Jordan, where he was harraffed by a perpe- 
tual war with the Arabians, many of whom he flew, 
and carried away others into captivity. 
heen this retreat Flyrcanus caufed to be ereéted a 
oes eens Calle, the walls of which were of white ftane, 
with the figures of divers kinds of animals, of an ex- 
Rea fize and proportion, curioufly carved on 
ay The cattle was encompaffed bya deep ditch 
. 2) Pond, and vaules, of feveral furlongs in length, 
me yt through # mountain oppoliteto it, but, for 
the myn of curity, they were only wide enough, at 
We uth, for ane man co encer ac a time, ichin 
* aie were lodging, dining rooms, and other 
No, 16. 
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places of entertainment, with ftately buildings, courts, 
gardens, and fountains. To this place, thus Com jy. ses it 
pleatly finifhed, he gave the name of ‘Tyre. Ie is gic ‘hame of 
fitusied upon the borders of Arabia and Judaza, be- ‘1yse. 
yond Jordan, not tar from the country of the Lile- 

bonites. Hyrcanus held the government of thofe 

parts Jor feven years, thac is, during the whole time 

that Seleucus reigned in Syria. Upon his demite, 

he was fucceeded by his brother Antiochus, who 

was called Epiphanes. Ptolemy, who was alfo called 
Epiphanes, died about the fame time, and left be- 

hind him two fons in their minority: the name of 

the elder was Philometor; that of the. younger Phyf- 

con. Antiochus was, at that time, a very power- + 
tul prince, and had a moft powerfularmy, infomuch Uren 
that Hyrcanus, dreading his vengeance for his in- riod to his | 
roads upon the Arabians, laid violent hands upon csittesce- 
himfelt, and Antiochus rook poffeffion of his goods 


{ and territories, 


CHAP. VI. 


FPaéfions prevail among the Fews concerning the bigh- 
pricfthoed. Antiochus makes aninroad into Egypt, but 
is intimidated by the Romans. 


ONS, the high-prieft, dying about this, time, o,.nedeath 
Aatiochus Epiphanes advanced to that office his orOnias fe 
brother Jefus, in the minority of his fon then living, fusorjaten, 
concerning whom we fhall {peak hereafter. This fuses 
Jefus foun aiter incurring the king’s difpleafure, he cae 
depofed him from the pontificate, and transferred ic. 

to Onias, the younger brother. There were three 

fons of Simon, who all artained to the dignity of. 

the. high-prieithood, as we have already fet forth. 

This Jefus touk upon himfelf the name of Jalon, as 

did Onias that of Menclaus. : 

In this fluctuating tate of the pontificate, one prasating 
brother railed a party againft the other, and the fateorwe 
people thereupon divided. ‘Ihe fons of Tobias ef high priet- 
boule the intereft of the new high-prielt, Menelaus, °° 

ut the majority of the people declared in favour of 
Jaton, and, by iuperior power, io overcame theif Op- p.aioas 
ponents, that Menelaus, and his adierents, the fons prevuit 
of Tobias, withdrew toAntioch, declaring they would amoncit the 
be no longer bound by che laws and infticutions of ¥*?'* 


‘their country, but profefs the religion of their king, - 


and the Grecian laws and cuftoms, defiring liberty, 

at the fame time, to erect a gymnalium, or place for Aretacy of 
public exercifes,in Jerufalem. Hlavingobtained this gna ha ise 
icence, they devifed means fo to change their bodily tion, 
appearance, that there was'no vifible difference be- 

cween thein and the Greeks. In a word, they totally 
abolifhed the religion, laws, cuftoms, and manners 

of their. own country, and affurmed a profeffion anc 

practice of other nations. 

Antiochus, finding matters in general in a profpe- Expeation 
rous fituation at home, was induced to try an expedi- ofAntiochns 
tion againft Lgypt, partly from an ambitious view of into Bgy pte 
reducing the country, and partly trom a pretump- 
tion of the inability of the fons of Prolemy to conduct 
awar of fuch importance. Thus refolved, he march. 
ed with a mighty army to Pelufium, where he cir: 
cumvented Prolemy Philometor by craft, and G0€ ater fame 
footing intoEgypt. He rhen advanced to Memphis, inroads tote 
and other places adjacent, which having reduced, he jhecountrys 
proceeded to Alexandria, with a defign at once Of drwe hia 
fubduing both king and city. Bur, upon the peremp- army, 
tory command of the Romans, who threatened bin. theuah fea 
ifhe continued toperfevere, wich the feverett chattife- jane 
ment, he defifted from his defign, relinquifhed his 
conqueits, and took his departure from that country. 

I now deem it neces to expatriate on the aéts of 
this Antiochus, and fully fee tarth the manner of his 
taking Jerufalem and the temple, as they are fub- 


el 


jeéts worthy of record. 


CHAP, VII. 


The city o, Jerafalcn taken, and the temple rifted by ,, é 
Antiochus. Cruchties inflicted on the Fows, numbers if ating 
whom apofatize. The Samarians adopt the cuflonis sin jerue 
and religion of the Cireeks. fate, 

NTIOCHUS, after his precipitate retreat from 
Egype, through terror of the menaces of the 


Romans, marched his army to Jerufilem, and oe 
aa tere 
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Tle flays the 
people, and 
| pillaged the 


ANTIQUITIES 


tered the city in the hundred’ and forty-third year 
from the time that the kingdom of Syria fell into the 
hands of Seleucus. He made himielf matter of the 
.city without ftriking a blow, the gates being fec open 
to him by’a party he had formed-in the town where, 
having exerciféd the greateft cruelties, and put num- 
bers to the fword, without diftinétion of friend or 
foe, he carried away an immenfe booty to Antioch. 


city, - 7 
‘. ‘Vhis calamity happened in the fecond year after 
Dateofthefe the taking of the city, in the hundred and forty-fitth 


cvents. 


General pil. 
lage of the 


temple, 


Aceumula- 
ted milerics 


of the Jew 


year fromthe firft Seleucus, the pyeney aap day of 
the month, which we-call Chafleu,:- the Macedonians 
Appellzus, and: in the hundred and fitty ‘third olym- 
piad. Such was the favage ferocity of the army of 
Antiochus, that they fpared not even’ thofe who 
opened the gates, and'thereby paved their admiffion 
to the retnple, and, through treachery tq their coun- 
try, laid open their deareit pofeffions to the moft ra- 
pacious: plunderers. - ; ad eee 


‘Fhe temple, infhort, was entirely rifled, all theholy- 


veifels and utenfils taken away, with the golden can- 
dleiticks, the golden altar, -and the table of fhew- 
bread. he curtains, and.the embroidery of fills, 
fine linen, nay, the Jecret places; where they concealed 
an immente mafs of treature, were all laid open and 
expoied, infomuch, that not a relic remained of this 
_prodigious ftore of wealth... To confummate,.the mi- 
fery: of this'wretchéd= people, their daily tacrifices 
were’ forbidden, the'city levelled’ with the ground, 
its inhabitants partly flain, and‘partly led’ away cap~ 
tives, together with their ‘wives and'children, ‘to the 
number of‘ten thoufand, their walls‘demolifhed, and 
their'{tately edifices coniumed by. fire. They ereéted 
inthe city a tower, that overlooked the temple, into 
which, -when-they had fortified it, they put a garri- 
fon of Macedonians; but not without a mixture of 


Appltate 
iMhewte execrable apoltate Jews, who were more’ inimical to 
enemies, the citizens than their moft inveterate foreign enémies. 


Tnftunce o 


~ horrid bar. 


barities, 


The Sama. 


They erected an idol altar in the remple, and facri- 
ficed {wine upon it, in: palpable violation of the fa- 
cred laws and inftitutions of the Jews. _Thofe who 
retufed to renounce the worfhip of thée' true God, and 
pay ddoration to iddls; were fubjeét to the greateft’ 
barbarities; and, throughout all the cities and towns 
of Judzea, they erected temples and altars for thiedaily 
facrifice of fwine. They.laid a heavy penalty’on 
thofe Jews who circumciled their children, retaining 
officers’ and informers, cither to profecute them for 
difobeying their injunctions, or, extort from them 
obedience, by terror and threatening. ' 

Awed by the dreadful apprehentions of the moft 
horrid cruelties, the greater part of the Jews com- 

. plied with the king’s‘commands. Some there were, 
indeed; amongit them, of fuch inflexible piety and 
virtue, that they ftood firm againtt the trials of the 
everett tortures, and even of death itfelf, ratherthan 
depart from the religion and Jaws of their country; 

¢ having their bodies lacerated with whips, and then 
- crucified alive, with’ their wives,and fo many of their 
children aswere circumcifed, hanging about their 
necks, according to the king’s command. The holy 
icriptures were deftroyed wherever they were found, 
and it ‘was made death for any perfon even to men- 
tion them. es a 
‘When the Samarians found the Jews reduced to fo 


tians waver miferable a {tare of diftrefs, they difclaimed all kin- 


ing and pe 
Ndious, 


Memorial 


the Saotaci+ c 


ans to An 
tivchus, 


= dred with them, extofling the temple of Gerizim as 
the temple of God; fo that they wavered according 
as their inctereft led then, as before obferved. At this 
crifis they pretended to be of the race of the Medes 
and Perlians, and that they would entirely detach 
themlelves trom {fo wretched a people as the Jews. 
To this effect they difpatched an addrefs to Antio- 
chus, couched in terms to the following import. 


of *§ To king Antiochus Epiphanes, the illuftrious 
0 prince, memorial of the Sidonians, inhabitants 
** of Shechem, 
. “That the anceltors of your memorialifts, lying 
- under the affliction of many grievous plagues in 
their own country, were partly wrought on by that 
bi calamity, and partly prevailed on by the fuperiti- 
ee tion of ancient cuitom, to join in the religions ob- 
fervance of a certain teftival which the Jews call 
the fabbath, and in the erecting of a temple upon 











or THE JEW &., ‘ Boox ‘xy 
** mourit Gerizim, where facrifices were offered to a _ 
- “ god without a nameé. . Now, fince ‘you have been 
“* pleafed to order this wicked people to ‘be‘punifhéd 
** according to their deferts, and to appoint officers. : 
*S¢who, upon a fuppofition that we are ‘all of the 
** fame ftock, are thereby induced to involve us with | 
“* the Jews in the fame crime ;-and whereas we derive 
«; Our origin from the Sidonians, as_we can’ make ap- 
pear “by the public'records, which are extant ro: 
7 this day; it is our humble requeft, that,’ out of 
*, yourclemency and goodnefs, you would iffue fach’ 
oH ordér'to Apollonius, our governor, ‘and to Nica-' 
5 DOr, his deputy, thar they may not in‘future-be 
os molefted, upon fufpicion of any correfpondence : 
ce OF Contederacy with ‘the Jews, to whomi we are as 
(, much f{trangers in our manners as in our extrac. 
(on. And we do further pray, that the temple 
** that hath hitherto ftood without any dedication at, 
Fo all, may, from this time forward, be called the 
- temple of Jupiter of Greece, to the end thar we 
«may live’in’greater fecurity and freedom, as to our 
+, oWn “private , coricerhs, and the advancement of 
our fervicé and révenue.”?” 
n an{wer to this mémorial of the Samarians, king 
Antiochus thus wrote.’ oS 


Besse 


“ King’ Antiochus to Nicanor. | * 


cc. EAaving received 4 memorial from the Sidonians 
i, at Shechem, which we have annexed to this letter, 
_< this gives you ‘to‘underfland,, that ic appeareth 
«, WNto” us, and to our-council, upon the informa. 
., ton of the bearers hereof, ‘that the Sidonians are 
i no inftance guilty’ of the crimes charged upon 
«, them bythe Jews, but, on the contrary, entirely go- 
ce ern themfelves’ by the cuftoms and manners of the 
= Greeks: itis, therefore, our royal will and plealure, 
¢, that they be no'farther moleited concerning this 
g, matter. With refpedt to the temple, it is our will 
Se likewife, that, from this tinie forward, it be known 
_¢, and-diftinguifhed by the name of the’ temple of 
«Jupiter of Greece... We have written to the fame 
¢, effect alfo to our governor Apollonius. Dated in 
a the forty-fixth year, and’ the eleventh day: of the 
* month of Hecantombzon. : . 













CHAP, vi... 


The zeal and refolution of Matthias and bis fons for there- 
ligion of their country. Dying addiefs of Matthias. 


HERE dwelt at this time in Modin, a village 
B of Judza, one Matthias, a prieft, of the family 
of Joarib, and-anative of Jerufalem::.-This Mat- 
thias. was the fon_of John,’ the fon of Simon, and 
Simon the fon’ of Armonaeus. Matthias had five 
fons;.Joannan, who was calléd Gaddis; Simon, whe 
was called ‘Thaffi; Judas, who was called Macca- it 
bzeus; Jonathan, who was called Apphus; and Elea- '"™ 
zar, who was called Auran. Matthias would fre- 
quently condole with His fons on the, see ftate 
of the Jewifh nation, the defolating their city, the 
pillaging and prophanation of their temple, wit! 
numberlefs other calamities. They would often ant- 
mate each other with this fuggeftion, that it would 
be move glorious to fall a facrifice to the laws and re- 
ligion.of their country, than linger out a wretcnet 
life of the moft abjeét ferviliry. When, the king’so!- 
ficers, arrived in the village to enforce the execution 1 
of their mafter’s.commands, they.began with Mat- Met 
thias as a perfon of authority, and'one _ivho might 
be aleading exampleto the reft. They pointed out to 
‘him the danger of difobedience, with the advantages 
and rewards that would attend compliance, and, upon 
thofeterms, warmly enjoined him, intheking’sname 
to worfhip as he was commanded. | Thefe injune 
tions he not only refufed to obey, but moreover 3 
fured them, that, ifevery individual within thelr iE 
ter’s dominions would obey him in that particu ‘ 
‘command, he was deterniined not to fubmit, 44 3 
would be his conftant advice to his fons never! 
abandon the laws‘and religion of their country... 
"Matthias had no fooner acquainted the officer aie 
his refolution, ‘but one of the Jews proceeded £0 #4- 


: S . al- 
crifice according to the manner prefcribed. But ‘ as 
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LOR XxX { i. 
thias, and his fons, were foincenfed at the indignity of 
this offence, that, in a rage, they few not only the 
“s apoftate Jew, but the king’s officer, Apellcs, as he 
me was compelling, the people co that abommable wor- 
Hae et ghip.. They allo overthrew the idol altar; Matthias 
es exclaiming to che people around him, ‘* As many of 
you as have any regard for your religion or honour, 
follow me.” Upon this the father and jons withdrew 
into the wildernefs, leaving their goods and cffeéts 
behind them. Many of the peoples animated by io 
generous an example, fled with their wives and chil- 
dren into the fame defért, where they lived Jome time 
incaves. When the king's officers received intelli- 
sence of this defertion, they drew the forces out of 
the citadel of Jerufalem, and marched atter the Jews 
into the wildernefs. aie 
Upon overtaking them, they firft expoftulated 
with them mildly, recommending them to act with 
more moderation and compliance, and_ not Tay the 
foldiers under thedifagreeable pecenncy of proceeding 
‘toa military execution. Bue when thty found thac 
neither the harfheft menaces, or the mildeit periua- 
fions, could prevail, they pitched on the fabbath day 
for the oiaek. and accordingly burnt and deftroyed 
them in their caves without any refiltance: for fuch 
was the reverence in which che Jews held that facred 
day, and the zeal they maintained for the obigrvance 
of their Jaws, that they cliofe rather to perilh than 
prophane it. The'namber of men, women, and chil. 
dren, that were fuffocated under ground, amounted to 
about athoufand;-but great numbers made their ef- 
cape, and enlifted’ under the banner of Matthias. 
> This zealous defender of the religion and Jaws of his 
* country pointed out to chemthe epee uecefity 
of appofing, an hottile attack on the fabbath, as well 
as any other day, as fuch mere fcruple would end in 
their coral dettruétion; for their enemies, availing 
themfelves of thac fuperftition, would certainly tall 
upon them at a time when they were fure they fhould 
meet with no refiftance. This argument had a mott 
convincing effect: they were all fully fatisfied ot the 
lawfulnefs of taking up arms upon che fabbath in 
cafes of neceffiry; and the. practice, in fuch cates, 
continues to this day. “ : . 
Matthias, in procefs of time, acquired fuch influ- 
ence, and raifed fuch numerous and powerful adhe- 
rents, that he overthrew their idol alcars, and New all 
apoltates, who violated the laws, wherever he could 
find them. He commanded circumcifion, that had 
been torbidden, to be reftored, and put to Aight the 
king’s officers who were appointed to duppreis that 
ancient practice: many of chem, indeed, had difperied 
through fear of his vindidlive power. 
Having thus nobly afferted the lawsand religion of 
his country, and removed every obilacle to the ob- 
fervan¢ge of their rites and ceremonies, during the 
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which he apprehending to be mortal, called tor his 
fons, and addreffed them to the following purport: 
a. My dear tons, as my life is verging to a criod, 
7 Tam now to charge you, as you tender my bleffing, 
©, before T go hence, that you maintain, with unfhaken 
., telolution, the caule your father has afferted be- 
i tore you with dauntlels perfeverance. Remember 
a by dying ence and fail not to execute it. 
(exert your uttermolt ability in the fupport of the 
|, Ughts and laws of your country, and the reltora- 
, Hon of a nation ready to fall a facrifice to idolatry. 
- Shunall connection with thofe who, either through 
(ear orincerett, have bafely prayed it. Approve 
. Jouriclves worthy of fuch a father, and, in con- 
« t¢Mpe of force and extremeft danger, expofe your 
“hives, and yield them up with chearfulnets, it oc- 
. cation fhould requ, in defence of your country; 
* bearing: inimind chat fuch refignation is accept- 
ible to God, who, as the reward of your pious re- 
« olution, will reflore to your counery its former 
. blovicua privileges, and uncorrupted religion aa 
./aWs. Our badies, indeed, are mortal; bute great 
«ind noble actions will immortalize our memory. 
«Eo this plory T afpire, that is, che glory which, 
«by your ilu(rious atchievements, you will acquire 
Sitter ages, Preferve unanimity amongit youre 
., elves, and yield co the judgment of each other in 
thee points wherein you refpectively excel. As 
foreximple: as Simon pollefiés quick penetration 
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courleofa full year, Matthias fell inco a diflemper, ° 





THE 


** and difcernment, 1 would recommend him as your 
* counlel. Miaccabreus, being ofawarlike dilpofi- 
* von, thould be appuinte:! general, as bell qualified 
* tor the vindicanon of his country’s cause, and the 
** total overthrow of his enemies. Encourage and 
*© proreét men of piety and virtue, and ler thefe be 
“the motives of your own conduct, and then fear 


** nothing.” 


OTRAS. 
Fudas Maccabeus fucceeds his father Matthias in ‘the 


command. . 


HEN Matthias had’ given. this exhortation to 
his fons, he addreffed his prayérs to the Al- 


’ mighty tor a blefiing on their joint endeavours tos 


wards the redemption of theit countrymen, gnd-the 
recovery of their ancient rights'and privileges... He onine 
departed this lite joon after, and’ was interred with ecath of 
due pomp and folemnity, When the funeral obje- Mawar 
quies Were over, his fon Judas, called Maccabaus, 3033 ihe 
was velted "with the pubhe adminiftration of affairs, command, 
in the hundred and forty -fixth yearafter Seleucus the 274 4-yui 
frit. He was Jo well Supported by his brothers, that Pees —_ 
he expelled the enemy trom their country, put the : 
tranigrediors of its iaws,td the {word, and purged it 

trom 211 the abominable pollucions with which tt had 
abounded. © 


CHAP. X. , :-, 


Fudas overtbrows the forces of Apcllonius and Seren, 
aud lays the generals Bith Lis own hand, 


3 [ee news of this.turn of affairs, in confequence 1 Mac. 3¢ 
. ot the valiant exertion of Judas, che fon and 
fucceffor of Matthias, in the military command, be- 
ing made-known to the. Syrian court, Antiochus fent 
orders to Apollonius, his governor in Samaria, to 
raife what torces he could, and march immediately 
againit the'cnemy. Apollonius obeyed the king’s 
orders; but his gttempr, happily for the Jews, proved 
not only truitlels, but deftructive. Judas, apprized 
of his intentions, got his friends together, and pre- 
pared them in che beft manner he could tor battle, 
encouraging them to perfevere in the oppofition they 
were about to make, not only for the fecurity of their 
own lives, but for the prelervation of their defcend- 
ants, and, above all, for their religion and Jaws. : 
Animated by this advice, the forces under Judas Judas de. 
marched with great expecition to meet thofe under feats the are 
Apollonius; the confequence of which was, that a 27 2h 
detperate engagement enfued, in which, by the dif- giys shir 
‘tinguilhed intrepidity of the Jews, the Samarian army general in 
was loon routed, great numbers flain, and the reft finst “or 
puttoflight. The brave Judas, finding Apollonius 
detached from his army, engaged him in fingle com- 
bat, and, by his ‘prowefs, foon dilpatched him, took 
away his fword in triumph, and, as_a memento of 
this figndl vitory, generally made ule of it in future 
encourters, : 7 
The news of this defeat foon reached Seron, go- 
vernor of Caslo Syria, who, in confequence thereof, 
and the farther information he had received, thac 
reinforcements were daily going over to Judas upon 
his late fuccefs, collected an orces, determined to 
come to immediate action, holding himfelf bound in 
honour to chaftize mutineers, and bring rebels to 
obedience, To this end, with what men. he could 
mutter of his own, and the additional force of a rab- 
ble of fugitive Jews, hemarched-orias far ag Bethrun, 
a village in Jucaeg, where he pitched hiscamp. In 
the mean time Judas made the neceffary preparations 
to engage him, bue finding his foldiers rather dit- 
mayed, from che fuperior number of the enemy, he 
endeavoured to dilfipate cheir fears, by addretfing 
theniin words to this effect; ; 
** Fellow foldiers, depend not on yourlelves, but 
* on the arm of Omnipotence, for vidtory. Repote irene 
<< t - . ‘ b his foldsetts 
¢, not confidence in man, but in the Almighty God. 
(. Ehistruch is confirmed by the hiftory of ouran. 
“ celtors, who, with fmall numbers, have routed 
* choufands, in defence of their religion, laws, and 
** families, 
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Seron» 204 ‘ain by Judas, and his army totally routed; tie {cat - 
amy. _- tered troops betook themielves to flight, as-theonly 
means of fafety. “Ihe number of the enemy that fell . 
in the battle was about eight hundred, and the reit 
made their efcape towards the {ea-fide. : 
Te CH ALPS XU a 
udas. defeats Lyfias and .Gorgias. . Proceeds.to Jerufa- 
: tem, har the temple; and chaftifes the Philiftines. 

: X7HEN- Antiochus heard of ‘thefe difafters, he 
eee ng - was fo enraged, that he vowed revenge on the 
an exeedi- Jews; to obtain which, he raifed a powerful army from 
tion into ” Amongit his own people, and, with the addition _of 
Judea, fome’ Greek mercenaries, determined to invade Ju- 


[AN TIQUIMTIES* or: rus * JE W's. 
i: *fubftance of the gréateft happinefs you ever en: 


+ €Os 


* families: Trath’ fhall prevail, and inhocence re- 

“main invincible” - 
Having thus fpoken; he led his men ‘into the bat-. 

tle, which they maintained with fuch courage ‘and 


- Judas flays ve{olution, that Seron, general-of the Syrians, being 


- daa early~in the ‘next fpring. - Finding, however, 
upon muttering his men, that his revenues fell very 
fhort of defraying the ‘experices of fo great-'an army 


Chis tributes being much diminifhed by-the frequent - 


revolts and: commotions'in his‘own dominions) he 
thought it‘moft pradént for :himfelf firlt to go intd 
Perfta, and there endeavour to'raife afupply of nioney 
toaffift him in the profecution of his defign. “-*' 

But, before he went on this expedition, he confti- 


Yeaves Ly- tuted 2h, an officer of approved fidelity, gover- 


feoute the 
war againtt 
the Jews, 


upon his 


*+ going into 


Perfia. 
on 


+ fas topro- nor of all the country betwixt Egypt and the Eu-_ 
phrates, leaving, him in charge of. his fon Antiochus, 


until -his-return. Fle alfo gave him particular orders, 
upon che reduétion of Judzea; and the. fale of all the 
inhabitants for faves, to deitroy thecity, and extirpate 
the nation... Having adjufted thefe matters;~ he fet 
out for Perfia, and paffing the Euphrates, advanced 


into the higher countries." .”- - 


Lyfias, the better to execute lris comniiffion,’ took 
to his affiftance threeeminent commanders, Ptolemy, 


, tyfias raifes the fon of Dorymenes, Gorgias, and Nicanor, whom 
anarmy to he put atthe head of 40,co0: foot, and 7600 horfe, 


encounter 
. Judas, 


Animati 


fpeech of ju- 
dus to his 


totdiers, 


with orders to march forthwith into Judzea.’ They 
advanced as far as Emmaus (¢), and there ericamped 
upon the-plain, where there camé over to them great 
numbers of auntliaries fron) Syria, and other néigh- 


bouring countries, with: abundance of fugitive Jews, ° 


and feveral merchants with manacles and fetters for 
the flaves they intended to purchafe, being affured, in 
their minds, ‘that the Jews would be totally defeated. 
’ Though the enemy had raifed a moft formidable 
army, duces exhorted his men tobe of.good cou- 
rage, place their hope of victory’ in the Almighty, 
and make fupplication to him, clothed in fackcloth, 
according to the cuftom of their country when in im~ 
minent danger, imploring’ mercy, favour,'and pro- 
tection. His next bufinefs was to arrange his men ac- 


cording to_ancienc order of" battle, in regiments, _ 


troops, and companies, and difmifs fuch as’ were 
newly married, or had lately'gained poffefijons, left, 
by thofe confiderations, they fhould beintimidated or 
interrupted in'the difcharge of their duty. ‘When 
the had thus difpofed his foldiers, in order to animate 
them to perfevere in the undertaking, ‘he addrefled 


them in a fpeech to this purport. ° 


‘* My fellow foldiers and companions; we fhall - 


— ** never again have fuch an opportunity of fhewing 

** our bravery in the defence of our country, and the 
** contempt of all dangers, as we have now before 
** us; for, upon the iffue of to-morrow’s combat, de- 
** pends not only our liberty, but all the comforts 
*¢ and advantages that attend it; and over and above 
** the bleffings of fuch a freedom, our very religion 
“* lies at flake with it too, nor can we fecure the one 
** but by preferving the other. Bethink yourfelves 
** well, therefore, what it ts you are to contend for, 
* and you will find it to be no lefs than the fum and 





(a) This village lay to the weft of Jerufalem, and was ho- 
nowed with Our Saviour’s prefence after his refurrection. See 
Luke xxiv.13. It contained many hot baths, from whence it 





. “your antient laws; “rights, and difcipline. 
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joyed, that is to lay, the peaceable poflefion of 
Now, 


. “whether you will rather chufe to-perith with in, 


«, famy, and involve the miferable remainder of your - 

_, countrymen in the fame ruin, or,venture one gene- 

Sf rous effort for the’ redemption of -yourfelves and 

«your friends, is thépoint in‘queftion. © Death. is the 
«dame thing to the coward that it is to the man. of 
* valour, and as certain to one as the other; but there 


|: ‘is “a°wide difference between them in’ point of ho! 


** nour and everlafting ‘fame. The gallant ‘man, 


|. “ who-falls in vindication of his religious laws and 


“* country, ‘dies tobe perpetuated with honour; the 


' * pufillanimous ‘coward,: at his exit, is configned 16 


’ * ar the worit, ‘while we. 


| nimoufly declaring they would part with thé 


infamy. ‘Take thefe confiderations into your 
< thoughts, and make this ufe of the meditation, 
S You have nothing to truft to but the providence of 
“God; and your own concurring refolutions; and, 


contend tor victory, we can 


ad never fail of glory.” “"* _ 
‘ This fpeech had the défired effec; the Beople una> 
mou ; ‘ alt drop 
of their blood in defence oftheirreligionand country... 
‘ Judas, foon after this,’ receiving intelligence that "> 
Gorgias was detached from the combined“army; with eu: 
five thoufand foot, and-‘a‘thoufand hoffe, and ‘fonie 
fugitive Jews, in order to furprize his'camp by night, '* 
relolved to anticipate him, and countermune his plot 
by ‘another’ of the like-kind. “In order'to this, he 
called for fupper, ‘cauféd jeveral ‘fires to be left in the 
camp, and then marched at‘ hight towards Emmaus, 
where the enemy ‘lay.''“Gorgias, ‘iri the mean time, 
finding the Jewifh .camp- deferted, and-prefiming 
that ‘their army had Hed through fear to hide them- 















































felves in the mountain's, imagined he had nothing to 
dobut.to goin queft’of tiem. About day-bréak Judas 
reached the enemy’s carp. with only three thoufand 
men, and thofe too iJ]l-drmed. Finding rhé.enemy ac- 
coutred at all points, and’their camp'in good order, 
he told his peopte, for their encouragément, that they 
fhould not fear to attack them, even if they were en- 
tirely deftitute of weapons,. fo long as'they were cer- 
tain of God’s favour and proteétion, which would 
fupport them under all difficulties: with thefe words 
he ordered the charge to be founded, and his men 
rufhing in upon the enemy at thé fame inftant, threw 
them into fuch furprize, that, after putting to the 
{word thofe that refifted, the reft betook chemfelves 
to flighr, arid the Jews Eveties them as far as Ga- 
dara, and’ to the plains of Idumaa, or Azctus, and 
Jamina. The ‘number of the fain was about three 
thoufand. - ; . uP 

But Judas would not fuffer his people to take the. 
fpoil, as the troops of Gorgias were yet entire, which, 
when they had routed, ‘he told them they mighr-take 
poffeffion of the booty at leifure. “While he was ut - 
tering thefe words, ‘the troops of Gorgias, difcover- 
ing, from an eminence, the dead bodies of their. fel- 
low-foldiers, the havock that had been made in their 
tents, and their camp covered with fimoak, ‘they took 
it for granted that the Jews were {lill embodied, and thet 
in condition to attack them. This occafioned loge. of 
neral aconfternation, that'they immediately Hed, and} 
difperfed themfelves indifferent quarters. “The vic 
tory being thus gained; without a blow, Judas fut- 
fered his men to proceed to the pillage ofthe field, 
where they found gold and filver, rich habits of pur- 
ple and ‘fcarlet, and a booty of every kind in great 
abundance. With this they marched off triumphings 
finging, and giving thanks to God, the biefied au- 
thor of that victory; which proved both an earnel 
and a foundation of their'future freedom. 

The great fuccefs of Judas fo mortified Lyfias, 
that, to redeem his credit; he brought into the field, 12 
the year following, an ‘army of fixty choufand foot 7 
and five thoufand horfe, all feleét men, and with this 
powerful body he entered into Judza, by the way 
the mountairis, and encamped ar a place called Beth- 
received its nam:, (the werd Emmaus, which comes from. 
Hebrew Chamath, fignifying baths of Eot water) +: and,the 


were very beneficial ro thafe who had oceafion ro uie them... , 
: x ; ; ey ura. 
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Book XIE 
fura. Judas, undilmayed by the fuperior number of 
the enemy, advanced againit them with only ten 
thouland men, and having offered up adhorce and 
fervent prayer for fuccels, he attacked the enemy 
wich fuel relolution, thar, upon the firltcheck, he 

hagua de- forced their lines, and killed upwards of five chou- 

fats gand men upon the tpot. “Vhearny ot Lytias was Jo ir- 
ricated ac this difatler, chat theytold cheir command- 
er they were determined cither to conquer or die; 
but Lytias, confidering this only asa mark of de- 
{pair, inttead of continuing the battle, founded a re- 
treat, and, with his forces, withdrew to Antioch, 
where he potted himtelt, by the help of mercenaries, 
and other additional reinforcements, to be ready tor 

the firlt opportunity of a revenge upon the Jews. 
Animated by thele repeated iucceiies, Judas, after 
encouraging his adherents co rely on the continued 
rotection of the Almighty, propoied marching to 
Verufalem, and attempting once more to poffels then- 
iclves of chat ancient city, to offer up facrifices and 
purge the temple, fo that they mightagain reltorethe 
yous tee worlhip.of the God of Hrael. When they came thi- 

y# +t Je- cher, and found che gates deftroyed, the temple aban- 

mac doned, and the courts over{pread with weeds, they 

could notrefrain from weeping at thedeplorable fitua- 
tion of the place. The two great works he firlt en- 
tered upon, were the affaulc of the citadel, and the 
purging of the temple. The former he committed to 
Tis officers and foldiers, and referved the care of the 
other tohimielf. He theretore immediately fet people 
vit te co purge it from thole prophanations with which, tor 

*  fome time, it had been defiled. This being done in 

due form, he turnifhed it with utenfils, veffels, a 

candlettick, a table, and an altar of incenie, all of 

pure gold. He likewife made new doors to it, and 
put up veils and hangings on the walls. The altar, 
which had been prophaned by facrifices and burnt 
ofterings to idols, was alfo demolifhed and removed, 
and a new one, of unhewn stone, according to the 

Motaic precept, placed in its ttead. 

Upon the ewenty-fifth day of the month _Cafleu, 
they fet lighted tapers in the candlefticks, offered in- 
cenfé upon the altar, laid the fhew-bread upon the 
table, and proceeded to their oblations of burnt. ot- 
terings. Ic fo fell out, that this pabpenca recifely 
upon the fame day three years after the prophanation 
of the cemple by thecruel andabandoned Antiochus; 
the temple having been now deferted tull three years. 
neatte Lhe deflation happened in the hundred and torty- 
ein fifth year, onthetwenty-fifth day of the month Apel- 
ve Tous, and on the hundred and fitty third Olympiad. 
." Lt was dedicated a-new on the fame day, the twenty- 

fitch of the month Apelleus, on the hundred and 
forty-eighth year, and the hundred and fifty-fourth 

Olympiad, as the prophet Daniel had expredsly fore- 

told tour hundred and eighty ycars betore this dif- 

jolution came to pais. 

Judas continued this feftival eight days, with fa- 
Critices, rejoicing and feafting, while the air refound- 
ed with thankigivings and praifes from the people, 
who, during the whole time, were indulged in all rea- 
jonable gratilications. The people, in fine, were fo 
tran{porced atthe unexpected blefling of finding them- 
lelves reftured to the religion and laws of their fore- 
fathers, that an anniverlary was appointed of eight 
days folemnity to be ftri&tly qbferved by their pofte- 
_,, ey ever atter, which we have conftantly celebrated 
Rov trom that time to this, under the citle af the Feftival 
w of Lights, in allufion to that light which Providence 

was plealed to beftow on the chidren of Ifrael, 

_ Judas, in the mean time, rebuile the walls of the 
city, and fortified chem with prone towers tokeepolfF 
He Ae a garrifon in Bethfura, and putting 

7 (dce Into a {tate and pofture of defence. 

Pate he neighbouring nations were fo irritated at the 

nae tee was, bower and confidence of the Jews, that they 

er on a amene ac work by fraud and treachery 
ire, Pee hem, deftroying many of them when 

Nae nen Out ehelrguard. | Judas, however, ufed the 

Tre apts £2 Prevent or difappoinc their incurfions. 

owt at this time upon Acrabatan, where he lew 
alelt humbers of the domites, che poftericy of Etau 
Lange himlelf matter alfo of a great booty. He 
a up phe fons of Baan, likewife their chief, in 
theela eee they were pofleffed of, and where 

) He ue to make fallies on the Jews: he rook 
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the places by affault, killed the defendants, and tard 

the forts in afhes. Having tubdued thefe people, 

he carried his vitorious arms againtl the Ammonites, 

who had then a numerous army under the command 

of Vimotheus. ‘Lhefe he allo overcame, took the 
city of Javar, carried away the wives and children of 

the inhabitants captive, and, after pillaging the city, 

fet it on fire, and jo returned to Judaa. The neigh- 
bouring nations no fooner heard of his return, than 

they availed themlelves of his abfence, and gathering 
together at Galaad, made an accempt on the adjacent 

Jews, who, being forced t take refuge in the for- 

trefs of Dathema, gave intimation to Judas, that Ti- 
motheus had 2 delign to attack them, and requefted 
affiftance. While } udas was reading this intelligence, ae 

> ° * . e Jews 
feveral mefiengers came from Galilee with remon- pit. 
ftrancesand complaints, that the people of Ptolemaic, aiitance of 
Tyre, and Sidon, and other bordering nations, were Jus. 
all joined ina contederacy againft him. 


CHAP. XIL 


The exploits of Simon, the brother of Fudas, in Galilee, 
Conquest of ‘Judas and Fonathan over the Ammanites. 
The fews, with their families and effe&s, tranfported 
out of Galaad into Judea. oepe and Azartas dif- 
obey orders, and are defeated orgias. 


jena S, defirous of relieving his diftreffed country- 
men in both places, fent his brother Simon, with 1 Mac. s. 
three thoufand chofen men, to fuccour the Jews at Ga- aes elias 
lilce, and, with eight thoufand more, marched, with his Guliee. 
other brother, Jonathan, to Galaad, leaving thereft of 
the army under the command of Jofeph and Azarias, 
as his heutenants-general, with orders to avoid any en- 
terprize, but ftand wholly onthedefenfive till his re- 
turn. 
Simon, on hisarrival at Galilec, engaged theenemy Simon fuc- 
and defeated them, giving them chace to the Very expedition. 
gates of Prolemais, and killing about three thoufand 
inthe purfuir. His army £00k their fpoils, and the 
Jews they had made captive, With their baggage, and 
returned to Jerufalem. 
Ait the faine time Judas, andhis brother Jonathan, 
after three days march beyond Jordan, in the wilder- 
nels, were amicably received by the Nabathites, who 
gave them intelligence of the excreme diftrefs and 
anger of many of their friends and countrymen, who 
were fhut upin the towns and cattles of Galaad, ad- 
viling them to haften, with all poffible expedition, by 
way of the defert, to their relief. In their way to this 
expedition they took the rown of Barala, putting to 
the {word fuch as were able to bear arms, and burn- 
ing the citytotheground, ‘Though night came on, 
Judas profecuted his march toa caftle, wherein he 
had intelligence the Jews were befieged. Upon his 
arrival in the morning, he found the enemy hard ac 
work, with their machines and {ealing ladders, to 
force the place; whereupon he diflributed his troops 
into threedivifions, animated his mento behave them- 
felves refolutely for the relief of their countrymen, 
and, upon found of trumpet, charged the enemy in 
the rear. When the army of ‘Vimocheus heard that 
Judas Maccabeeus had the command of this a¢iion, a ‘Tinothege 
perfon of whofe valour, and conduct they had al- js putt 
ready had dreadful experience, they took fuch a pan- Misht by Je- 
nic at the very name, thar they immediately Aed. But o* 
Judas followed them, and flew abour cight thouland 
in the purfuie., Turning afide they cook a town of 
the barbarians, called Mallam, where they put all the 
males to death, and deftroyed the city by Gre. Krom 
thence he wene and overthrew Cafphan, Bofar, and 
other places in that country. , 
Soon after this Timotheus, raifed a formidable Timetheus 
army, and, amongit other auxiliaries, had a band of war, 
Arabians, They crofled the river, and encamped 
near Raphon, where heexhorted his people to behave 
like men, and, at all events, prevent che Jews trom 
croffing the river, as the whole depended upon that; 
for, by gaining the pals, they would certainly carry 
the day.” When Judas underftood that Timotheus 
was prepared, and determined to give him battle, he I 
paffed the river immediately with hig army, Zave the ;, ii ie 
onfet, put the enemy to the rouc upon the firit Juday 
encounter, killed thofe that refilled, and {catered 
the refit, who cafting away their arms, betook 
themfelves to a precipirate Aight. Some of them, 
for fanctuary, fled to the temple of Carnaim, 
Bobb hoping 





196 
hoping that the place might protect them; but Judas 
took the town by force, burnt the temple, and de- 

‘ itroyed the inhabitants by fire and fword. : 

. Having furmounted thete difficulties, he gathered 
together all the Jews thac were in the country of 
ities calls Galaad, with their wives, children, and the fubitance 
tews toge- that belonged to them, in order to tranf{port them to 
ther to ear- Judaea. he city of Ephron, lying fo directly in 
heen f° his way that there was no avoiding it, without going 

a confiderable fpace about, he fent a triendly meifage 


Jadas calts 


country, . 
to the inhabitants for permiffion to pafs with his 
army through the town.. But the gates being fhut, 
and the avenues cut off, the inhabitants, in plain 
terms, refufed hima paffage. Upon this repulle he 
animated his men, and put them in a pofition for an 
judasbe- attack upon'the town, immediately invefted it, and, 
tokesthe in aday and night, made himfelf matter of it, laid ic 
sityof in afhes, putting all the males that were found in it 
Ephron. ~~ to the fword. After paffing the river Jordan, they.’ 


< advanced toa great plain near Bethfan, called, by the 
Grecks, Scythopolis, and from thence returned to 
Juda, the people rejoicing on their way home in. 
3 hymns and triumphal fongs, and offering facrifices of 
Retums thankfgiving for the fafety of the army; as they had 
with his ar. not fo much as loft one Jew in all thefe encounters. 
‘When Judas, and his brother Jonathan, arrived at 
Jerufalem, they received a very difagreeable piece of 
deren aad intelligence, which arofe from the mulconduct of Jo- 
Antics Sephand Azarias, who were. left in command in the 
ab{ence of Simon, that was _fent into Galilee againft 
the people of Prolemais. Hearing of the fuccefits 
of Judas in Galaad, thefe commanders, animated 
thereby, contrary to orders given, in a fit of emula- 
tion, formed an ill-projectéd expedition againit Jam- 
nia; but Gorgias, who commanded in that quarter. 
for the king of Syria, and who had under hith a very 
confiderable army, attacked them fo forcibly, that 
their-troops were thrown into the utmoft dilorder, 
two thouland were flainon the fpot, and che-relt 
purfued to the very borders of Judea. ‘This cala- 
mity was in confequence of their difobeying the or- 
der of theirgeneral, whohad privatelyenjoined them 
not to engage the enemy upon any terms till his re- 
turn, The refult proved the propriety. of the in- 
{truétions given, from which ifthey departed, Judas, 
from his fagacity, knew they would juftly fuffer. . 
The valant brothers profecuted thé war: againft 
the Edomites with the utmoft vigour, annoying them 
in every part. They took Hebron by force, demo- 
Julas, afer lithed its fortifications, laid the enemy’s: country 


my to Judca 


wage war 
contrary to 
order, and 
ane defeated 


many va- . 
.Tiantex. Waite, then proceeded to Mariffa, and thence to Azo- 
ploits, ree tus, both of which they over-ranand pillaged; and, 


Sate Je- loaded with the honours and fpoils of victory, re- 
turned triumphane to Jerulalem. ‘ 


CHAP. XII. 


dintiochus Epiphanes dies in press torture of bedy and 
utud, acknowledging the juftice of bis punifoment. 


NTIOCHUS, in his progrefs through the upper 


2 Mac 9. 
4% parts of Perfia, hearing there was a very opu- 
lene city called Elymais, with a moft magnificent 
temple init dedicated to Diana, in which were depo- 
fited divers valuable donations, and the very fhields 
we and breatt-plates of Alexander the Great, was tempted 
Antiochus thereby to lay fiege roit: but the inhabitants, regard- 
is repulted . rir 3 Fn At : 
fromthe lefsof his power or deiign, made a noble refiftanceé, 
feest and fruftrated his towering expectation: nor did they 
Hymaiss merely repel him from the walls, but purfued him fo 


Purfued by Clofely on his retreat, that they cut off great part of 

te enemy the rear, and drove him before them like a fugitive 
to Babylon. y: . : : oe 

7 tor protection into Babylon. While hewas lamenting 

this difappointment, tidings arrived of the-defeat of 

his other troops, to whom he had committed the con- 

Dies j duét_of the war again{t the Jews, and of thedaily in- 

eS in tore = . 
tneofmund Creafe of their number and power. - At length one 


ee calamity following another, broughtonhim juch in- 
jedging th . fupportable anguith of mind, as was attended with a 


jutiee of © Moit_nauteous and excruciating bodily diftemper, 
‘his punihs till, finding his diffolution approaching, he called his 
yess friends around him, and told them the caufeand qua- 
lityofic. ‘* Tam thus juftly, though feverely, pu- 

.** nifhed (faid he) for the muleries I-brought on the 

“* Jewifh nation, tor the facrilegious rifling and pro-. 

“‘ phaning of ‘their temple, and for a heinous .con- 
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. attend to: his education. 


- and-that with fo horrid a-fhout and clamour, the 
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** tempt of the Almighty God.” ‘With thele words 
expired the wicked and cruel Antiochus E:piphanes.’, 

{ cannot, upon this occafion, but take notice of a 
perverfion of Polybius, of Megalopolis, (otherwite 
an hiftorian of credit), in-affitming that this judg. 
ment befell Antiochus for his delign of rifling the Jotun: 
temple of Diana, which was a facrilege only in -will, =. 
but never came to act. But if Polybius was of opj- su. 
nion that he deferved this punifhment only for the 
defign, he might much more reatonably have impu- 
ted it to the facrilege of which he was actually guilty 
upon the holy temple of Jerufalem. But let faéts * 
fpeak for themfelves. Truth and juftice need no 
comunent. ee . 


CHAP. XIV. 


Antiochus Epiphanes fucceeded by his fon Antiochus Ey. 
pator, and proclaimed by Lyfias. ” Fudas.invefts the 
citadel at Ferufalem. The arinies of the Fews and dy- 
rians engage: Bravery and death of Eleazar. An- 
ee violates his faith on the furrender of Beth- 

ura, 


ANTOcHUS, a fhort time before his death, fent 
eine a ara. 2 t Mav, & 
for Philip, a confidential friend, and committed antics 
- the regency into his hand, delivering up to him, at appim 
the fame time, the crown, the royal robes and fignet, I?» 
with chargé to preferve them for his fon Antiochus, puanind 
then in his minority, with the ftricteft injunction to bist. 
The death, however, of 
Antiochus was-no fooner made known to the public, 
than Lyfias proclaimed his fonAntiochus king, under 
the name ot Eupator; for Lyfias, at that. time, had 
. the tuition of the young prince. - “. 

The Macedonians, who were at that time garti- 
foned in the citadel of Jerufalem, together with fome 
Jewifh runagates, greatly annoyed the Jews as they 
went up to worfhip at the temple, which they could 
do with eafe, as the caftle was upon an eminence, and jujacen 

‘of courfe commandedit. Judas thereforé determin minsoute 
ed to reduce that fort for the common fecurity of the fst 
nation, in their attendance upon. their religious f0- jenuies. 
lemnities. ‘To this end he caufed machines and en- 
gines to be framed-for- battery, and-the cafting up of 
works. While this was in agitation, feveral of the 
runagates, with others as nefarious as themfelves, re- 
paired to Antiochus, and to him -reprefented ‘the 
wretched condition to which they were .reduced:by ‘ rb 
mien of their own tribe, for their obedience tothe 2} fiw 
king’s command; in oppofition to their own law, and ° 
that they were now‘ in ‘imminent ‘danger of falling 

into the hands of Judas, without’ immediate relief. . 

The young prince, inflamed by this artifice, im- 

mediately gave orders to his ‘officers to levy allthe 
-Mercenaries they could raife, over: and above the a f= 
choiceft forces they could feleé&t from‘his own fub- bee" 
jects.: “His orders were executed with fuch alacrity, agiatt=- 
that, in a fhort time, they muftered-a hundred thou- 

fand foot, twenty thoufand horfe, and thirty-two ele- 
phants. With this formidable army, under the com- 
mand ‘of:Lyfias, as general, the king marched outo 
Antioch, advanced to-Idumzea, and'thence to Beth- _ ; 
fura; a well fortified:place, both by-nature and art. Au 
He fat down.before the fort, and, to lirtle effect, fpent perin 
“much time; for the béfieged, betwixt fallies and itra- 
tagems, found means to burn or fruftrate all engines 
of battery that were brought againftit. 

. Judas, upon this intelligence of the.-approach of 
Antiochus, raifed the. fiege from-before the citadel, : 
and marched the ready waytomect him, pitching his Jas" 
camp ‘upon the very entrance into the itraits of fits 
Bethzachariah, about feventy furlongs from te 
enemy. Antiochus, upon this, quitted the fiege, of 
Bethfura, and encamped within diftance of engagms 
Judas, appointing his army, at earlieft dawn, to put 
themfelves upon the march in order of battle: but 
the place being too narrow for the élephants to pafs Aaa 
in front, they.marched in a defile, with a thouland Py 
foot, and five hundred horfe, upon the guardof” - 
every-elephant. JE:ach had a kind of tower or oe 
tleon-the back, charged with archers. The relt o 
the treops mounted the ‘hills on both fides, under 
the-command of fuch officers as the king could be 


confide in. From this afcent they gave the attacis 
5 t 
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ies all rang.with the eccho; fothat, with the 
eee and thedazzling Aathes of the poldes 
and brazen bucklers, nothing could be oon Ce ic 
in appearance and found. But the gal any Ju . 
jtood undifmayed by empty pomp and noi e; an ', 
when they came to action, received them with fuch 
dauntlels Intepiity, about fix hundred fell upon 
the firft onfer. . While they were thus engaged, 
Eleazar, otherwifé called Auranes, the brother of 
Judas, taking notice of one elephant that was cane 
joned wich richer trappings than the reft, with nob! e€ 
ardour made his way to, that beaft, fuppofing that 
_ the king .himfelf was mounted uponit. Having 
estraorsi hewn down his opponents on each hand, and torced 
w uathof the reft to clear his paffage, he crept under the belly 
Elec’ of the elephant, {mote and lew him, perifhing him- 
felf under the enormous weight of the beaft upon 
his fall. He died, however, in the glorious proipect 
of victory, and encompafied with dead bodies of his 
flaughtered foes. 
ws Judas, finding himfelf greatly. overpowered by 
a numbers, drew off his army to the fiege of the cita- 
imetthe del at Jerufalem; while Antiochus jene part of his 
indelef army co fet down ‘before Bethfura, and with the re- 
ees mainder proceeded to Jerufalem. The inhabitants 
of Bechfura were fo daunted by the appearance of 
thefe croops, and fo difheartened through want of pro- 
vifions, that they found themielves under a neceflity 
of delivering up the place. This they accordingly 
did, upon articles moft folemnly ratified, that no vio- 
menilered lence or moleftation whatever fhould beoffered them. 
Berichte Buc che king preferved his faith no farther than the 
wee tparing of their lives; for they were all turned naked 
on out of the town, and a garrifon of his own’ was pla- 
fe befieres CCU in their ftead. The temple, it muft be recorded 
Abe temple, tO heir honour, made a moft obitinate refittance, as 
Britis all the effects of their machines and engines were itill 
B:\<? “* eluded by counter-workings and’ ftratagems. Their 
f 6SCsgercareit diftrefs was want of bread; for having al- 
ready'expended their laft year’s ftore, and this event 
Pi: Jews happening ro tall upon thedeventh year, in which, by 
picid the Jewifh law, they could neither plow or fow, great 
Be numbers of the Jews went.out of thé town purely 
‘ for want of provifion, infomuch that there was nota 
competent.number to defend.the place, 0s au. 
The king, and his general Lyfias, receiving intel- 
ligence at this.time, that Philip was endeavouring to 
B . obtain the government, and was marching towards 
ris them at the head of an army out of Perfia, they 
digofed CAME toa private determination to quit the fiege,. and 
@ote advance immediately againfl him. ‘I’o éftect this 
a purpofe, withouc the-knowledge,éven of rhe firlt_of- 


Behfura 


a 








to found the opinion and difpolition of the foldiers 
in general, refpecting the continuance of thefiege, rez 
prelenting the itrength of the place, the dearth of 
rovilion, and the indifpenfable neceffity .of -the 
<ing’s departure, and, from thefe confiderations, in- 
ferring the expediency of coming to fome terms, and 
particularly the condition of allowing them the free 
exerciie of their particular religion, laws, and cui- 
pisten toms, Which being granted as the grand caule of all 
; their rebellions, the king might return whenever he 
pleaied. This Lyfias had'in charge. to communi- 

ny, CAtetOthearmy, and the foldiers in general approved 
of the propolal, -- i 


CHAP XV. 


Antiockus Eupator violates the league hé made with thé 
Stws. Onias, the bigh-prieft, put to death. Philip 
vanguifbed by Antiochus. : : 


MATTERS being thus concerted, Antiochus 
_fentan herald co Judas, with an offer of peace, 
and free exercife of their religion and laws, which be- 
ing accepted they left the temple, and the accommo- 
dation between them was ratified by oath: But 
when Antiochus,. upon taking poffeffion of it, found 
the {Lrengthfof the fortifications belonging tothe tem- 
‘wor ple, without any regard to his oath, he ordered his 
tt doldiers co demolith the walls, and lay them Jevel 

with the ground, This being accordingly executed, 
he returned to Antioch, taking wich him Onias, 

otherwife called Menclaus. Lyfias had reprefented’ 
toche King the abfolute neceffity of taking off Me- 


Mas, 6, 
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hicers in command, the king recommended to Lyfias,. 
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‘nelaus, if he would with coconduce to the quiet ofthe 
Jews and his own peace; becaule.it was at the initi- 
gation of this very Menelaus that his father forced 
the Jews to the tranigrefiions of the religion and laws 
of their country; fo that he was, of courile, the author 
and promoter of all che evils that had befallen him. 
Influenced by the council of Lyfias, the king fence 


to be pur to death, after he had held the pontificate 
during the fpace of ten years. Onias, or Menelaus, 
was an infamous character, who, to fecure the office 
of the high-priefthood tohinvel#, had caufedagencral 
defeétion amongit the Jews from the religion and 
laws of their country. He was fucceeded by Alci- 
mus, who was alfocalled Jacymus, a man as depraved 
in principle as his prédeceffor. 

When Antiochus found that Philip had ufurped 
the government, he immediately attacked him wita 
all his forces, and, in a fhort time, cotally routed his 
army, flew great numbers of his men, took him pri- 
foner, and ordered him to.be put todeath. But the 
fon of the high-priett Onias, being left an infant on 
the death of his father, and finding thatthe kinghad __. 
conterred the dignity of the pontificate, at the in- Andechur 
ftance of Lyfias, on Alcimus, who had no relation to Pailip, and 


:the facerdota) family, he made application to Pto- caufes him 


lemy, king of Egypt, by whom he was moft graci- ‘he put te 
oufly received, as well as by his queen Cleopatra; 
who bettowed on hima place of confiderable truft in 
Heliopolis, where he erected a temple atter the model 


of that at-Jerufalem. 


CHAP: “XVIy-. 3 


Demetrius claims the crown of Syria, and orders Antio- 
chus Lupator and Lyfias to be pit 10 death, On the 
complaint of Alcimus, fends an army againft the Jews: 
Cruelties of Alcimus. 


Abert thistime Demetrius, the fon of Seleucus, 5 pac, f. 
A, having fled from Rome, poflefled .himtelf of Demetrius 
Tripolis, a city in Syria, took the crown upon him, ee 
and, with as many mercenaries as he could gather to- San 
gether, invaded the country, where he was received 

by the people with openarms. Asa farther infance 

of their affection to-his intereft, they feized on’ the 

‘perlons of Antiochus and Lyfias, and brought them 

an cuftedy prifoners to him, upon which Demetrius 
‘commandedthem both to be puttodeath; Antiochus Antiochus’ 
having reigned over Syriatwo years.. He had in his a oe 
party a great number of apoftate Jews, who had been | 
banifhed for notorious crimes, wich Alcimus, the 
high-priclt, at the head of them. Thefe-all joined IN. Atcimus 
one common acculation againft the wholé people of and his pare 


au * Dect: 037 ty sccufe 
the Jews, but more efpecially againft Judas Macca- Padas to 


~ beeusand his. brethren, whom they charged notonly jrenenius, 


with the deftruction of as many of the king’s friends 
as fellintotheir hands, but the very ejectionof them- 
felves out of the country. “They therefore made it 
their requeft to Demetrius, that he would fend cer- 
tain particular pertons, in whom he could confide, 
‘to’examine into the truth of what they had alledgcd 
againit Judas and his adherents. 

In confequence: of this reprefentation, Demetrius, ‘p. met:ius 
who, from the fituation of Alcimus, was readily in- fends Bac- 
duced to give credit toall he faid, was fo exafperated, ne 

: * . ayant the 
that he immediately ordered.Bacchides, avery pow-. Jews. 
erful man, and governor of Mefopotamia, to march 
with an army into Judzea, and having confirmed Al- 
cimus.in the priefthood, joined him in the fame com- 
miffion againtt the Jews. With this army Bacchides ‘ 
left Antioch, and marched direétly into Judaza, where 
he gave Judas and his brethren a folemn invitation to 
‘come to a better underftanding with ‘him; buc the 
defign was under colour of a friendly and peaceable 
difpofition to draw them into a toil, and {fo furprize 
them. Judas, however, upon his coming.attended 
with {uch an army, and inthe potture of an enemyra- aes ect ge 
.ther than.a friend, kept upon his guard, without ee trepan 
Giving any credit to his pretenfions: but there were the Jews. 
dome credulous people that went over to him, in con- 
fidence'that their countryman and tribefman would do 
them no violence, efpecially as they. received a fo- 
lernn oath from both to that purport; but inthis con- 
fidence they were fatally deceived ; for no fooner had 
they got them into their power, than they cauted 
them inftantly to be put to death,- thereby violate 

the 


Bacchides 


x a } 7) Menclaus is 
Menelaus to Berhoea, in Syria, where he caufed him put fo death 
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Ciueltias of 
Bacchides, 


He returns 
to Dene 
trius, 


Aleimus 


tnimicaland 
barbarous 
to the Jaws, 


\ 


the promife they had made for. their fafety; which 
barbarous perfidy ferved as a warning to the reft not 
to comé near them. a? 

Bacchides, after this, removed his army from Jeru- 
falem, and went to Bethzeth, where he found feveral 
delerters, and other difaffeéted people, all of whom he 
put to thefword. This being done, he commanded 
all the Jews, in his abfence, to obey Alcimus; and, 
leaving-part of his army with him for the fecurity of 
the province, he returned himfelf with the reft to 
king Demetrius at Antioch. . . 

In this ficuation,the views of Alcimus were directed 
fully'to fecure himfelf in the pontificate, to, effect 
which he endéavoured to ingratiate himfelf with the 
people by the popular arts of fair words and conde- 
icending behaviour. ‘This fo far anfwered his pur- 

ofe, that he foon doubled the number of forces that 
had been left him by Bacchides; but they confifted 
chiefly of renegadoes, who deftroyedall the Jews who 
were triends to Judas, wherever they found them. 

As foon as Judas underftood the cruelties exercifed 


. by the people under the command of Alcimus, againft 


Judas in. 
tends to re- 


Naliute. 


Alcimus ac- 
eufes Judas 
before De- 
metrius. 


Nicanor is 
fent by De= 
metrius 
againtt the 
jews. 


Endcavours 
to inveigle « 
Nudas by 
dittimula- 
tion. 


‘The treas 
cherous dee 
fign of Nis 
cancer is dee 
feared. 


Judas is 
heaton by 
Nicanor, 
and flies to 
the calle of 
Jerufalem, 


his brethren in Judea, he marched from Jerulalem 
in order to give him battle; but Alcimus finding 
himfelf unequal to the conteft, retired haftily to De- 
metrius at Antioch, whom he ftill farther irritated 
againit Judas, fetting forth the great mifchief he 
had already done, and the further danger to be ap- 
prehended from him, unlefs a proper force was fent 
to check his proceedings. He added; that fo long 
as Judas and his brethren were permitted to live, 
they. would never {uffer his authority to take place, 


nor could. any lafting peace be eftablifhedinthat part: 


of the country. 
c HAP. XVII. 


Demetrius and his adherents prattife the moft malevolent 
adts againft Fudas without fuccefs. ‘Fudas nobly per- 
_feveres in’ vindicating the caufe_of bis countrymen. 
Miferable death of dAlcimus. ~ He is fucceeded in the 
pontificate by Fudas, who forms an alliance with the 
Romans. : . Po wes : 

i . , 1 “: 

Peo this reprefentation of Alcimus, 
touching the growing power and influence of Ju- 
das, Demetrius became: apprehenfive of the danger 
that might refule therefrom, unlefs checked in time. 
To effectthis defirable purpofe, he fent another army 
againtt the Jews, under the command of Nicanor, one 
of the principal men of his court, with ftriét‘orders 
to make war upon the whole nation, and thoroughly 
eltablifh Alcimus in the office of high-prieft. “Ni- 
canor, in {feeming obedience to the commands, left 


Antioch, and_ {fet out for Jerufalem, propofing to’ 


himielf to preferve fair appearances, and try if he 
could inveiglé Judas under countenance.of peaceable 
inclinations. On his arrival.in Judeea, he fent depu- 
ties to Judas with this meffage. ‘* Wherefore fhould 
* we rifque all on the uncertain chance of war, when 
““we may adjuft matters better by | negaciation ? 
** Peace alone is my objeét, as I am ready to atteft 
*S upon folemn oath, and as you may judge by the 
“friends I have brought with me only to. poffels 
** you with the knowledge .of my mafter’s will and 


** pleafure, and _of his hearty good-will to the whole . 


** nation of the Jews.” 


This well difiembled declaration wrought fo pow- ; 


erfully on Judas and his brethren, that, unfufpicious 
of the defign it was intended to veil, the parties in- 
terchangeably paffed their oaths, and the ees with 
great franknels, received Nicanor and his whole 
army. After the firft greeting between Judas and 
Wicanor, the latter gave a fignal to his people to feize 
Judas; but the plot being difcovered in time, he im- 
mediately made his efcape to hisown people. After 
the deteétion of this treacherous defign, both fides 


determined on open hoftility, without any appear- - 


ance or pretence of negociation or treaty. The ar- 
mies accordingly drewout, anda battle enfued near 
a village called Capharfalama, where Judas was 
wortted, and obliged to fave himfelf by a precipitate 
retreat to the caitle of Jerufalem, 

Animated with this fuccefs, Nicanor haftened with 
all expedition after Judas. It happened on.a.certain 
occafion, as Nicanor was paffing by the remple, that 


whe was met on the way by feveral of the elders and 
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_ giving uponit to this very day. The Jews, after this 
-ground, where he lay languifhing fome time in the 


— a8 fs Thea 
lip, and Antiochus, he was defirous of forming. ;.'s¢ 


‘the original of which ney 


“i Beox yy 
priefts, who fhewéd him the facrifices they had ‘with 
them, and told him they were about to offer them up’ 
for the profperity and’ welfare of Demetrius. ‘Nica. 
nor, in the fury of his rage, threatened them, with 
blaiphemous revilings, that if they did not immed). 
ately deliver up Judas to him, he would raze the tem. Nias 
ple, and deftroy the city. With thefe menaces he tes 
took his departure; and the priefts ‘were fo alarmed “™* 
at the declaration, that they addreffed themfelves to 
the Almighty, with prayers and tears, to protect the 
facred place of his own immediate prefence, and his 
minifters who belonged ro it, againit the outrages of 
the enemy. we ; 
. Nicanor, finding no probability of reducing Jery. 
falem, left ic in great rage, and encamped -his ‘army 
near a village called Bethoron, where he was joined 

y avery confiderable reinforcement out of Syria, 
‘This, however, did not difinay Judas, who, though 
his army was greatly inferior in number, marched 
from Jerufalem, and encamped ata place called Adah ; 
within three furlongs of the enenyy. . In order to en. silat 
courage his troops, he told tiem, that though the x. 
number of the enemy was great, they need nor to 
fear, for they fought in the caufeot God, whofe poiver 
could crufh multitudes; exhorting them not to 
trouble themfelves how many they were to encounter, 
but to confider the bravery of thofe they were to en. 
counter, with the honours and rewards that would 
mott certainly attend them. * “* Attack ‘them, there. 
fore, courageoufly, (faid he), and leave the iffue to 
heaven.” faa HD n 

The Jews, thus encouraged by, their leader, at- ,,.,. 
tacked ‘the enemy with the moft intrepid refoltition, étes 
and the battle was defperate on both fides for fome »tibs. : 
time, till at length victory declared in favour of Ju- Sy 
das; for Nicanor being flain, with great numbersof sud” 
his troops, the reft were fo intitnidated, that they im: 
mediately threw down their arms and fled. Judas 
availed himfelf of this advantage, by purfuing the 
fugitives, to whom he gave no quarters. In his pur- 
fuit he proclaimed his victory by found of trumpet, 
in all the cities,and towns through which he pafled, 6e«! , 
the confequence of which was, that the country peo- wise 
ple gathered together from all parts; and fuch of the 
enemy that fell in their way, ih endeavouring to’ c!- 
cape, they put to death; fo that, by means of then, 
and theclofe purfuit of Judas, nota fingle perfon ot 
the Syrian army was lett to carry home the melan- 
choly: tidings of their overthrow. This was upon 
the thirteenth day of the month which the Jews call 
Adar, and the Macedonians’ Dyftrus; and, in com. 
memoration of this fignal interpofition of Providence 
inour deliverance,wecelebratean anniverfary thanki- 

























victory, had a fhort refpite from war, and iome glim- 
merings of an agreeable and permanent peace. 

’ Alcimus had it in contemplation to pull-down the: 
old wall of the fanétuary, and demolifh the works of sj.00 
the ancient prophets; but, inthe very inftantof his 7 
giving orders for the execution of it, he was {mitten 
with fo judicial a ftroke, that he fell {peechlefs on the * 


acuteft pain, and then made a wretched exit, after he 
had held the pontificate four years. Upon the de- 
mife ofthe impious Alcimus, the people unanimoully 
chofe Judas to fucceed him in his office; when hear: jez 
ing of the great fame and _ power of the Romans, Inf 
conquering the Gauls, Spaniards, Carchagentanh yu 
and Grecians, together with the kings Perfeus, Phi- ais, 


* 


alliance-with them, in hopes thereby of obtaining est 
fome protection, and relief againft the oppreffion of = 
the Syrians.. Judas accordingly difpatched two o 
his moft intimate friends and counfellors, name * 
fon and Eupolemus, whom he knew were capable h 
executing fuch an embaffy, to Rome, to requelt of tht 
fenate, thatthe Jewsmight beadmitted as theiralltess 2 
and that a letter might be written to Demetrius, 1 sa 
quiring him to defit from every further moleftati™ fest 
of them. This propofal proved agreeable to ™ ue 1 
fenate, who immediately drew up articles of treaty} ye 
kept, and fenta’copy b 
them to Jerufalem, which was highly approved 8 
Judas. “The purport of the articles was, .“ That on 
“* people fubjeét to the Romans, fhould make wat? 
‘* the Jews, or fupply their enemies with money.1™ 
eo at 5 held 
ping, corn, Sc. and that the Jews shouldbe 7 


Sei. 
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_ * co the fame, incafe the Romans fhould beattacked. 
“ ‘That if the Jews demanded any future alteration 
“ ofthe agreement, the conient of the whole people 
“ fhould be néceffary to ratify it.” This was the firft 
alliance that was formed between the Jews and the 
Romans. This decree of the fenate was written by 
Eupolemus, the fon of John, and Jaton, the fon of 
Eleazar, Judas, the high pricit, and his brother Si- 
mon, general of the army. 


CHAP. XVHI. 
The extraordinary valeur of Fudes and his brethren. 


N the mean time Demetrius, having received_an 
account of the defeat and death of Nicanor, fent 


Rear Bacchides again-into Judaea, at the head of a very 
azain fends 


B rchides orders, if poflible, to bring him to Antioch, dead or 
R into Judie. sive, The general immediately. fet out to execute 
the king’s command; and the firft place at which he 
encamped was Arbela, atown in Galilee, where he 
forced many Jews from the caves to which they had 
retreated, and cruelly put them to death. Irom 
thence he marched towards Jerufalem, and, upon in- 
B, telligence that Judas and his people were at Bethfeth, 
# nifty he pofted away immediately with twenty thoufand: 
: Sones foot, and two thoufand horfe, toencounterhim. Judas 
Eee had no more than three thoufand to oppofe him, and. 
B mics, thefe were fo terrified at the {trength and number of 
the enemy, that the greateft part deferted, fo that he 
had not above eight hundred left. 

Notwith{tanding Judas was thus diftreffed for want 
of men, and had not an opportunity of recruiting his 
forces, yet he determined to hazard a battle, and 
therefore ufed the moft powerful arguments he was 
matter of, to prevail on the few he had to ftand b 
him to the utmoft extremity. They, however, expof- 
tulated with him on the impropriety and rafhneds of 
attempting co engage fo very {uperior‘a number, and 
i advifed him rather to retreat with caution, and put 
: off his defign till he could augment his forces. ‘T'o 


‘thems. thishe replied, “ Ir neyer fhafl be faid of me, that 
namo =“ T turned my back upon an enemy. If it be the 
plist * will of God that we now fall, let his will be done, 


“but let us not, by an ignominious flight, deftro 
“all the credit of a life of glory.” This ipeech fo 


End of the TweitrTu Boor. 
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numerous army, to give battle to Judas, and with © 


. the memory of fo brave and excellent a commander. 
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animated the foldiers, that they unanimoufly refolved 
to ftand the combat, and every neceflary preparation 
was made for oppoling the enemy. 


CHAP. XIX. 
Fudas fells in battle, after Sigualizing his prewecfs. * 


HE army of Bacchides was difpofed of in the Dipofition 

2 following.manner, The front was compofed of ian army. 
light armed men, and fupported by a large body of 

Aacedonians; while there were two wings of horfe, 
the right being commanded by Bacchides himielf. 
In this order of battle they advanced towards the 
army of Judas, which they no fooner approached : 
than they founded a charge, gave a loud fhout, and A bloody 
began the attack. The torces of Judas fuftained the on8"s™ 
fhock with great intrepidity, and the battle conti- . 
nued defperate for fome time; when Judas, fecing 
Bacchides, with his right wing, preffing hard on his 
men, relieved them with a band of courageous youths, 
who broke the right wing of Bacchides, and purfued 
them as fur as Aza: butnot having fufficient forces. 
to keep the lett wing in play during his abfence, he 
was followed, and clofely furrounded by the enemy. 
The action was very obftinate, and the Jews fold their 
lives at a dear rate. Their general did all that a gal- 
Jant man could do, till at length, being overpowered Judas nobiy 
with numbers, he was, with the greatett parc of his pee 
men, flain; and the reft, intimidated by the lofs of country. 
their leader, betook themfelves to flight: Thus fell 
the great Judas Maccabzeus, dying as he lived, a 
zealous afferter of the religion and laws of his coun- His cha. 
try. He was pious, jift, and valiant; and equally re- raters 
{pectable in the various characters he filled with fo 
much honour and dignity to himfelf, as weilas glory 
and advantage to the Jewifh nation. 

His two brothers, Sinion and Jonathan, having per- 
miffion of Bacchides to remove his body, it was con-: 
veyed to Modin, and there interred in the fepulchre 
of his anceftors, with all the funeral honours due to 


We fhall only add, that he acquired immortal fame 
by. the refcue of his friends out of the hands of the 
Macedonians, and by his three years adminiftration 
in the office of high-prieft. is 
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CHAP. L- 


Implacable hatred of the revolted ews towards their 
countrymen. Fonathan fucceeds to the governiment Gf- 
ter Fudas, and, together with bis brother Simon, car- 
ries on the war againft Bacchides. 


HAE means by which the Jews were deliver- 
ed from their lavery-under theMacedonians, 
and the exploits and character of their great 
patron and leader, Judas, who, after a life 

devoted to his country’s fervice, nobly fell in a con- 
teft for the vindication of its liberties and laws, have 
been fully fet forth in the foregoing book. 

Vhis illuftrious perfon was no fooner taken off, 
than the whele party of profligate apoftate Jews, con- 
trary to the dictates of conicience, faith, and honour, 
abandoned the religion, laws, and cultoms of their 
nation, refumed their former animofities, and, at the 
inftance, and with the affiftance, of Bacchides, treated 


all the friends and adherents of the Maccabees, . 


wherever they found them, with the greateft barba- 
rity. At thistime there happened to bea general fa- 
mine throughout the land of Judaza, which aggra- 
vated other calamities, infomuch, that, through dif- 
trefs for wantof bread, on the one hand, and the dif- 
ficulty of defending themfelves againit their enemies, 
on che other, many of the Jews were, in a manner, 


‘compelled to adhere to the faction of the Macedo- 


mians. At this junéture Bacchides fent a fummons 
to all the apoltate Jews, who were gone over to 
itrange gods, and committed the care of the govern- 
ment principally into their hands; fo chat they made 
it their bufinels to feize all the friends and late parti- 
zans of Judas, and deliver them up to the Syrian ge- 
neral to be tortured at his pleature. In fhort, the 
Jews were never fo deplorably milerable fince the Ba- 
bylonifh captivity as_at this period, infomuch, that 
the late adherents to Judas joined ina requett to Jo- 
nathan, not only to follow his brother’s example, who 
had fo {freely tacrificed his life tor the liberties of his 
country, butto take upon himfelf his command alto, 
as the whole nation was under fuch defperate circum- 


| great numbers of the affailants on the {pot. 
! 


ftances, that, without a leader to affift them if oppo-, 
‘fing their enemies, they muft all be inévitably lott. 
Jonathan’s anfwer was, he was willing to do or 1uffer jiraiin 
any thing for the public welfare; upon which. he faccees 
was elected general of the Jewith army by. the unani- bee J+ 
mous voice of the people. itech eee mace ne 
Bacchides, hearing of this eletion, and reflecting 
that Jonathan was not lefs likely to give trouble to 
the king, and to the Macedonians, than his brother 
. Judas, ict about concerting mealures to take him off 
by ftratagem; but Jonathan, having intelligence of Oy Sie 
his defign, colle¢ted whatforce hecould, and, accom- ~ 
panied: by-his brother Simon, withdrew immediately 
into aneighbouring defert, and pitched his tent by 
the pool of Afphar. Bacchides, imagining this re- 
treat into the defert'to be no other than a direct flight, 
immediately advanced towards them with his whole 
force, and, encamping beyond Jordan, made choice 
of that place for a rendezvous. When Jonathan 
heard of this motion, he fent his brother John (other- 
wife Gaddis) to the Arabian Nabathites, being in 
‘ friendthip with him, for leave to depofit their bag- 
gage in their cultody, tillthe battle with Bacchides 
Thould be decided. But, as John was upon the way, 
the fons of Amarzeus made a fally out of the city of 
Medaba upon the convoy, took all their carriages, i 
with whatever elfe they had about them, and killed Pn 
John upon the fpot, with all his people. Bur hig brow Jost: 
thers foon had their revenge, as will appear in the with 
fequel. Oe 
acchides, having intelligence that Jonathan lay ty we 
encamped in the fenny grounds, near the river Jor- = 
dan, immediately marched after him, and having 
made himfelf mafter of the pafs that lead to their en-. 
campment, fixed onthe fabbath-day for the attack, 
in confidence of the fuperftitious reverence for the 
law refpecting that day, that he fhould not meet with 
the leatt refiftance. In this, however, he found him- 
felf miftaken; for Jonathan, after reminding his men: 
of the determination that was made in cafes of ne-. 
_ceffity like the prefent, encouraged them to difputeit 
bravely, which, after a fhort and fervent fupplication 
for the divine aid, they accordingly did; till they few, 
During , 
the 
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and cut them all off without exception, together 
Y with their wives, children, and friends, to the number 
, of sourhundred; carried away the booty entire, and 
did juftice, ac the fame time, to the memory of John. 
Atter thisexploit they returned co their quarters near 
the Jordan. 3 
When Bacchides had fettled the aforementioned 
garrifons in Judaea, he returned to Antioch; and, for 
the {pace of two years, thofe Jews, who were tor pre- 
ferving their ancient religion, lived in fome degree of 
2 repoles bue the apoftates and dregs of the people, en- 
Freee VYING their happinefs in their prefent ftate of tran- . 
; quillity in Judzea, folicited Demetrius, by proxies, 
vee that Bacchides might be ordered to feize upon Jona- 
Beis jo than, and reduce nini abfolutely within his power, 
Biuaviny Which they affirmed might be eafily done, by furpriz- 
ee! ing him and his adherents in one night. 5 
Che king approved the propofal, and difpatched 
Bacchides into Judaa upon thecommiffion, tending 
letters, atthe fame time, up and down toall his friends 
and officers in the country, to give their affiftance to- 
wards the feizing of Jonathan. They, in confequence, 
concerted means for enfharing him ; but finding, on 
repeated trials, that their moft fubtle devices were 
cluded through che caution of the Jewith general, the 
Syrian commander, in'atranfport of rage, imputed the 
whole mifcarriage to the treachery of the apoitate 
Jews, which he faid had {ported wich the king’s or- 
ders, and then, in revenge, ordered fifty of their 
chief men to be put to death. Jonathan and his 
brother, perfuaded of their inability to withftand the 
inperior numbers of the enemy, had retired into the 
widernefs, and raifed walls round a village called 
Bethalaga, intending to make that a place of retreat 
on all emergent occalions. 

Bacchides, having received intelligence of this re- 
ee Creat, marched towards them with al] the forces he 
.. Was able to raife upon the junction of his own troops 
with an auxiliary faction ‘of the Jews. He opened 
ns treuches immediately again{t the place, and, for 
fome days, carried on his approaches; Jonathan, on 
Pion, the other fide, making a very ftoutrefiftance. While 
Eris, Matters were in this pofture, he left the defence of 
festa’ the place to his brother Simon, and, with fiich abody 

te foon OF Men as he was able to colleét in the vicinity, ftole 
4 the away by night, and fell’ upon Bacchides in his quar- 
= ters, killed many, of his men; and, by the havock 
and confufion which enfued, his brother became ac- 
Guainced with his defign, made a fally upon their ma- 
chines, cut off many of their people, and then re- 
turned. Bacchides was fo alarmed at this affault 
upon his front and rear, and the mifcarriage of an 
attempt of which he thought himfelffo fure, that it 
deranged his affairs in che’ greatelt degree. He im- 
puted, however, thewhole orhis difappointmentto the 
Jewith renegadoes, who had prevailed with the king 


of their country, and, as far as in him lay, took 
every meature tor the reformation of all abufes in 
church and ftate. 





weddang, 


CHAP. IIL 


Hoftilities beiwéen Alexander, fon_ of Antiochus Eipi- 
phanes, and Denietrins, 


confederacy of the foldiers that were there in garri. 
fon, from an averfion they bore Demetrius, as a 
prince of a proud imperious difpofition, who im- 
mured himielf in a cattle he had fortified near An- 
tivch, and would fuffer no perfon to have accels ro 
him. Indeed, fuch was his pride and indolence, that 
he feerned totally regardlets of the incerelt of his fab- 
jects, which rendered him very unpopular, and itirred 
up many malcontents againit him. However, being 





againlt him. 
CHAP. IV. 


Demetrius forms an alliance with Youathan, iaveping 
bim with authority to levy wen, provide arins, Fc. 
Le repairs and fortifies Ferufalem. 


1) ae in order to oppofe his rival more 


veft him with authority ro levy men, provide arms, 
and fee the hoftages at liberty char Bacchides had 
committed prifoners to the cattle. Upon the receipt 
of the letter vefting him wich this power, Jonathan 
left Machmas, and repaired to Jerufalem, Where he 
publicly read the contents of the king?’s letrer to the 
garrifon, and _the-people in general. The apoitate 
and fugitive Jews in the citadel, were much itartled 
at this fudden reverte of fortune in his favour. Jo- 
nathan, however, proceeded to make his levies, and 





gave liberty to the hoitages in'the citadel, itriétly 


refidence at Jerufalem, and, in conlequence thereof, 
thoroughly repaired the city, fortified it on every fide, 
and rebuilt thofe walls round the temple which 
had been deftroyed during the reign of Antiochus 

VT piphanes, 


ordering that they fhould be permitted to return in SA 


fafety to-their friends. Ele now retolved to fix his Jerufatem. 
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the encounter Bacchides prefitd furioufly upon the {| to fend him_upon ihis expedition. His snain bu- : 
fuchiles  Derton of Jonathan, who, ac the Jame time, aimed a finefs, at prefent, was to deliberate on the beit means 
Hae ter ke at him; but the other diverting it, Jonathan, of raifing the fiege; and drawing off the army, that 
ee aaah party, took to the river, and the enemy de- |} he might thereby dave his men, and retire without 
passe elining to follow them, they got fate to the other fide, lois of honour to his mafter or himself, 
pectic ithout che lofs of a fingle man. ‘The Syrian gene- 
ral withdrew to the quad of denials yap the dof CHAP. If. 
of near thoutand of his men. He afterwards : Ces : cat 
onic feveral {trong places in Judaea that had been The Syrian and Fewifo generals adjuft matters UNC On 
demolifhed before, He Jericho es Feshoreo: cable teruts: 
sift ethel, Thamnacha, Pharathon, ‘lechoa, an a- . . . fo 
ro Bee hee places” he ftrengthened with walls and HILE Bacchides was deliberatinginwhat man- 
wee Cowers, and with ftrong garriions, to be ready for ex- ner he fhould proceed, Jonathan deemed it 
curfions to fall upon the Jews. But efpecial care was moft expedient to avail himfelf of the prefenc fitua- 
taken, above all the reit, to render the citadel at Jeru- tion of affairs, and thercfore fent an honourable mele a itimee 
jalin impregnable; in which place the fons of the |] fage, with propotals of a mutual league of friendfhip, Formed bew 
principal Jews were fecured as hoftages: | . . on condition of an exchange of prifoners. . Bacchides ween the 
About this time the two brothers received intelli- found in the propotal fo fair an opportunity ofaban- nue 
eence, that there was a wedding to be celebrated be- doning the fiege without difgrace, that he_immedi- : 
tween one of the fons of Amuarzus, and the daugh- ately acceded, and tormed an alliance with Jonathan, 
ter of an ilfuftrious Arabian; that the fons of Ama- with a mutual exchange of oaths to deliver up and 
reus were to be prefent at the ceremony, and the reftoré all prifoners on both fides, and trom that mo- 
bride to_be conducted in fplendid pomp from the ment ceafe from all aéts of hoftility againft each 
city of Gabatha. Jonathan and Simon, thinking ||’ other. This agreement being ratified, Bacchides re- 
this the beft opportunity for avenging the death of turned to the king at Antioch; and fo ftriétly did he 
their brother, haitened towards Medaba, and lay in.|| obferve the treaty of peace entered into with Jona- 
wait among the mountains in ambufh for their ene- than, that he never returned with his army to Judzea. 
mies. Upon the coming up of the bridegroom with The wars being thus happily act an end, and every 
». his bride, and a long train of their friends, as is thing fettled in an amicable manner, Jonathan took 
cma Ufual in fuch cafes, the party fallied ouc upon them, up his abodein Machmas, where he,devoted his ftudy pans 


and atrention to. the concerns of government, and the-3 Nasa 
. 7 os on as : - : applics hime 
impartial adminiltration of juttice. He punifhed fay" poli~ 


thofe who had apoftatized from the religion and laws tet! requle- 
me tions, 


GOON after thefe tranfations Alexander, the fon sterander 
of Antiochus E;piphanes, laid claim tothe Syrian feizes on 
empire, and took pofteifion of Ptolemais, through a Pelemais. 


alarmed at the intelligence of Alexander’s havin pemeutus 
ot 6, > “at 7 : 7 . " 
{eized upon Prolemais, he allembled. his troops with advances to 
all poMble expedition, and immediately marched orpete him. 


effectually, thought it expedient to make his 1 Mac. 16 
court to Jonathan, and tothatend fent an embBafly pemetrips 
to him, with propofals of a league and an alliance courts the 


U ; - fiend Ohi 
betwixt them. ‘Che purport of the embafly was to jaa 
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Epiphanes. The Macedonians, who were difperfed 
up and down in feveral garrifons, quitted their fta- 
tion upon this change of affairs at Jerufalem, and 
went to Antioch; but thofe that were in Bethfura, 
and in the citadel of Jerufalem, being meftly Jewith 

’ deferters, remained there through apprehenfion of 
being taken upon removal, and fuffering condign pu- 
nifhment. f 


CHAP. V 


Alexander Ballez courts the friendfhio of Foncthan, 

: whom he appoints high-prieft. Defperate engagement 
betwixt Alexander and Demetrius. Death of Deme- 
trius. 


WN the mean time Alexander, who was no ftranger 
to the charaéter of Jonathan, or_to his exploits 
again{t the Macedonians, or to the indignities that 
a had been offered-him both by Demetrius and_ his ge- 
neral Bacchides, aflembled his friends, and repre: 
fented to them the advantages that would refult to 
his caufe from an alliance with a perfon of fuch emi- 
nent valour, and a mortal enemy to Demetrius from 
the higheft provocations imaginable. His council 
unanimoufly agreeing with him in opinion, a letter 
was immediately difpatched to Jonathan to the fol- 
lowing purport: 


** Alexander, the king, to Jonathan, his brother, 
“* greeting. s 


** ETaving been informed of your character, for 
** honour, faith and courage, and deeming you every 
“Sway worthy our beft regard, we have difpatched 
** ambafladors to offer you our friendfhip and alli- 
“* ance, and have commiffioned them to treat for the 
‘fame. By thefe prefents, and our royal authority, 
** we conititute and ordain thee high-prieft of the 
** Jews, and rank thce in the number of the king’s 
** friends: we likewife prefent thee with a crown of 
gold, and'a purple robe, entertaining no doubt of 
** 4 proper regard being made by you for this in- 
** ftance of our refpeét and efteem, 


“Alexander's 
epiltle to 
Jonathan, 


Jonathan 
enters upon 
the pontiti- 
cate, 


Jonathan immediately, on the receipt of this mef-. 
fage, put on his facerdotal robe, it being the day_of 
the feafk of tabernacles. This was four years after 
the death of his brother Judas, the office of high. 
pret having been fo long vacant. He then applied 
himfelf to the levying of troops, and making a large 


provifion of arms. Demetrius was, by this time, fen- 


fible of the error of his delay, in not embracing: the 
opportunicy of anticipating his competitor for an al- 
liance with Jonathan. Neverthelefs, he exerted his 
utmoft to carry the point, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing letter. 7 


“© Demetrius, the king, to Jonathan, and the Jewifh 
** people, greeting. 


** As we have already entered into a treaty of alli- 
** ance with you, we would wifh to fix it ona latting 
“and uninterrupted foundation. Wherefore it is 
eer ‘ our pleafure that your tributes be remitted, and we 
tofonsthin, .. hereby remic all the taxes formerly paid to our pre- 
andthe pso- ** deceflors, or ourfelves, (exclufive of the falt and 
ple ofthe ** crown taxes, with ‘the thirds of your corn and 
Jews ‘© fruits); and thefe duties we give up for all future 
** tines, as well as the poll-tax on the inhabitants, 
*¢ through Judsea, and the three governments of 
°° Galilee, Samaria, and Petra. It is our pleafure 
*¢ likewile that Jerufalem and its dependencies be 
** exempted from all tenths and tributes,‘ be deemed 
“holy, and have the privileges of a fané€tuary. 
© Let the citadel be delivered to Jonathan, the high- 
“* prieft, with permiffion to place in it a garrifon of 
** fuch of his friends as he may think proper. We 
“farther command, that, immediately on receipt 
** hereof, liberty be given to all Jewith prifoners, in 
** every part of our dominions, without any fees im- 
** poied, even on their cattle: that their fabbaths and 
**folemn feftivals, and three days preteding each, 
ac . i 
fhall be deemed days of treedom cto the Jews, 
** throughout our dominions, chac they may live at 
“peace, and unmoleited. That thirty thoufand 
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© Bubaftes, upon the plain, where there is great 


Beox Xn 


‘* Jews, if fo many fhall be willing, may bear arms 
‘in our fervice, and receive the fame-pay as our 
‘own troops: that they be entrufted in garrifons 
‘* and near our perfon; and that our royal family re. 
** ceive the better fort of them as domettics. In Je. 
** rufalem, and the three dependent provinces, the 
“¢ Jews fhall freely exercife their own laws; but the 
“high-prieft muft take care that the temple of Je. 
°° rufalem bethe onlyone in which the Jews worfhip, 
** Pitteen thoufand fhekels of filver we alfo grant an. 
** nually towards the expence of their facrifices; and 
“* we remit the ten thoudand drachmas formerly paid 
“to our predeceffors by the priefts and officers ar. 
** tending the fervice of the temple. We farther or- 
“* der that all debtors, repairing to the temple of Je. 
*¢ rufalem, .or the liberties thereof, on account’ of 
** debt, fhall remain unmolefted, both in. perfon and 
** property. We alfo permit and require that the 
“temple be repaired; that fortifications be made 
“round it, and that fuch itrong places as the Jews 
*¢ think proper to fortify fhall have garritons ftation- 
“ed inthem; and all this fhall be done at our own 
© expence.” : : 


At this critical junéture- Alexander levied a 
mighty army, partly from his own mercenaries, and 
partly from thofe that went to him from Demetrius, 

In Syria, and marched with them againtt the enemy. 
At length they came to action, and the right wing of pho. 
Alexander’s forces were prefled hard by the lett of mat. 
Demetrius, who pufhed their advantage even to the 
ie ° a songs as rival kre 
plundering of the camp; but Alexander forced the 
oppofite column, where Demetrius fought in perfon, 
till it was totally routed. Demetrius, however, at- viter¢ 
chieved wonders, killing and purfuing his enemies, Pestis 
and defending himfelf for a confiderable time, till at 
length his horfe plunging into a bog, and he being 
oppreffed with multitudes, was obliged to yield, - 
though not till his body was covered with darts and ,, 1, 
arrows. ‘Thus died Demetrius, king of Syria, after tuned 
having enjoyed the-fovereignity of that empire for 


the fpace of about elven years. 


CHAP. VI. 


Friendfbip between Onias and Ptolemy Philometor. 
Lhe former obtains permiffion to build a temple in 
Egypt, refembling that at Ferufelem. This produces 
a difpute between the Samarians and Fews, which is 
referred to the king, who decides in favour of the latter. 


CONIAS, the fon of Onias, thehigh-prieft, lived in 
a kind of exile from his own country, with Pto- 
lemy Philometor, at Alexandria. This Onias, find- 
ing Judza fo milerably ravaged by the Macedonjans, 
and their kings, and, from an ambition to acquire 
immortal fame, refolved to try if he could obtain 
leave from king Ptolemy, and his queen Cleopatra, 
to build another temple in Egypt, after-the plan and 
model of that in Jerufalem, and. to fupply it with 
priefts and Levites of his own family.” : This:thought 
was fuggefted to him by.a prediction: of the prophet 
Ifaiah, of at leaft fix hundred years before, prefagings 
that, in time to come, there fhould bea temple erett- 
ed in Egypt to the honour of the great God, and that 
it fhould be the work of a Jew. Onias was {0 pol- 
feffed withtheimpulfe of this revelation, that he wrote 
a ee to Ptolemy and Cleopatra to the following 
effect. 


“ At the time when L had the honour to ferve ,.... 
“you inthe field, I paffed through.-feveral coun oy, 
ec “ crt . Be ee ay lo- 

tries, and obferved that, in the provinces of Ce 
“ Syria, Phecnicia, .and Leontopolis, in the land 0! 
* FYeliopolis, and jeveral other places, -that the Jews . 
“* had no uniformity in their temples, and therefore 
© could not agree amongit themielves about It. Suc 
“is theeafe with refpeét to the Egyptians, by re 
** fon of the multitude and_ variety of their remples, 
“* andthe diverfity of the forms of religion. ar 
‘ing difcovered a certain place riear the caftleo 


“ ftore of materials for building at hand, and me 
** bers of beaits ready for facrifice, ic is my, hum 


eo Le, : BS e icence 
requeft that you will grant me your royal lic ad 
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* and authority to demolifh a ruinous eee there, 
“© chat was never confecrated to any deity, and, in its 
to erect another after the model of that of 
« Jerufalem, with a dedication of it To the moft High 
* God, upon condition that prayers be conftantly 
“ offered there for the fafety and profperity of your 
“ royal perfons and family; to the end that all the 
“ Jews in your dominions'may, by this means, be 
“ more united among themfelves, and better enabled 
“¢to render you fervice. This is what the prophet 
Hefownds ¢* Tfaiah has foretold, that God would have an holy 
“ place in Egypt, together with feveral particulars 
S¢ relative to that fubjeét.” 


“© place, 


The pious difpofition of the king and queen will 
appear fufficiently evident by their anfwer to this pe- 
tition of Onias, wherein they exculpate themfelves 
from any concern in the impious violation of the 
Jaw, and transfer the whole blame to Onias in the 


following terms. *- 


““ King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias, 
: “* fend greeting. 


** We haveread and duly confidered your petition, 
vhe Epitte wherein you requeit our royal licenceand authority 
viPtolemy Sto purify an. old ruinous: temple at Leontopolis, 
near Bubattes, upon the plain, within the jurifdic- 
‘tion of Heliopolis. We cannot but exprefs our 
“wonder, that you fhould conceive it pleafing to 
“© God, to have a temple erected in a place fo un- 
clean, and haunted with fuch variety of detettable 
“animals. But fince you refer yourfelf for juftifi- 
** cation to the predictions of the prophet Ifaiah, we 


** do hereby grant yo 
“lies, to execute ou 


** without violating the Divine laws.” 


Onias had no fooner obtained this permiffion, than 
he eonty applied himfelf to the raifing of the 
1 


temple and thealtar, 


at Jerufalem, though much inferior to it in point of 
fizeand magnificence. As the dimenfions of this fa- 
bric, and the holy veffels appertaining to it, are parti- 
cularly defcribed in my feventh book of the hiftory 
and wars of the Jews, I fhall pafs them over in this 
place, and only fay that Onias, having completed his 


defign, didnot want 


opinion and perfuafion, to officiate in the ceremonies 


of the temple. 


In confequence of this tranfaétion of Onias, there 
arofe a violent conteft between the Jews and Sama- 


rians who ereéted the 


of Alexander the Great, concerning the form of the 


temple, and manner 
appealed to the king 
cognizance, and then 
the caule. The po 


Jews infifted that the temple at Jerufalem was the 
only temple extant that was authorized by the laws 
of Mofes. The Sa 
for'the temple at Gerizim. Both. parties, as before 


obferved, referred th 


the king, together with his minifters and friends, de- 
hiring chat council might be heard on both fides, 
and fentence paffed upon the party that fhould be 
found guilty. Sabbaeusand Theodofius pleaded the 
caule of the Samarians; Andronicus, the ion of Mef- 
falan, that of the Jews; binding themfelves on oath 


on both fides, in the 


to advance nothing in proofof their allegations, but 
what was {triétly confonant with the letter of the law, 
and defiring that the breach of that oath might be 
made death tothe-violator, The king then fat down 
with his friends and counfellors to try the caufe. : 
Lhe Jews of Alexandria were very apprehenfive 
that their advocate would be incompetent to the bu- 
finels he had undertaken, and took it extremely to 


heart, to find the fac 


Jerufalem, the moft antient and noble frame and in- 
Hitution in the whole world, brought into queftion. 
Upon a debate who fhould fpeak firft, Sabbzeus and 


headofius gave the 
Opened the caufe, an 


and venerable antiquity of the remple at Jerufalem, 


from its very origin 
No. 17, , 
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u full permiffion, fo far asin us 
rdefign, provided it be done 


according to the model of that 


priefts and Levites, of his own 


temple at Gerizim, in the days 
of worfhipping. Both parties 
to take the matter into his own 
pais judgment on the merits of 
int in dilpute was this. Ihe 
marians ftrenuoufly contended 


emfelves to the arbitration of 


prefence of God andthe king, 


red authority of the templé at 


precedence to Andronicus, who 
d traced the fanéticy, practice, 


» according to the law, fercing 


_intereft Apollonius, thegovernorof Coslo-Syria,whe, 
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forth-the uninterrupted fucceffion of the pricfthood 
throughout all ages, with the honour and magnili- 
cence of the place, as it was celebrated from time 
to time, for the fumptuousand fplendid donations of 
the kings of Afia. He obferved ina comparative 
view, that the temple of Gerizim, then in quettion, 
was lo obfcure in every re{pect, that little more no- 
tice was taken of it than if'no fuch fabric had been 
erected. By thelfe, and other arguments of the like 
nature, the king was prevailed upon to give fentence ina 
in favour of the temple at Jerufalem, and adjudge aves Wes 

Sabbeeus and Theodofius to death, according to the jrenttorihe 
conditions of the propofal.- Such was the ftate of lews- 

the Jews of Alexandria in the days of Prolemy Phi- 

lometor. : 4 


CHAP. VIL 


Demetrius is ficceeded by Alexander, who efpoufes the 
daughter of Ptolemy, exdcoufers peculiat honours upon 
_ fonathan. 


UE ERIUS being lain in battle, as before , ygsc. i. 
related, Alexander took upon him the govern. Atecnder 
ment of Syria, and wrote to Prolemy Philometor, de- Semands the 
firing his daughter in marriage, and fuggetting that otay a 
it would be neither. unreafonable or difhonourables marnaze. 
after the overthrow of Demetrius, and, through Di- 

vine favour, the recovery of a kingdom, to receive 

him into his alliance. -Ptolemy received the Propolal 

with the highett complacency, and immediately wrote 

him back aletter congratulating him on his viétories 

and acceffion to thethrone, promifing him his daugh- 

ter in marriage, and appointing Prolemais for the 

place of meeting, where he affured him he would at- 

tend with his daughter Cleopatra, and then confum- 

mate the nuptials. The king of Egypt, purfuantto bein 
this information, repaired with his daughter to the cae 
place of appointment, and the marriage was cele- tia. 
brated with the uemoft pomp and magnificence; anc ; 
Alexander received a dowry, in gold and filver, wor- 

thy the dignity and opulence of the potentate who 

had given him fo convincing a proof of his friend - 
fhip and efteem in forming with him an alliance at 
once fo honourable and advantageous. * 
_ Jonathan, the high-prieft, upon this occafion, came The highest i 
to Prolemais, where he was received. by both kings ona ' 
with the utmoft cordialicy, and treated with every upon Joua- 
token of the higheft honour and refpe&t. Alexander t= 
required him to‘change his habit, put ona robe of f 
purple, and take his place next to himlelf upon the I 
throne. He alfo commanded the principal officers fj 
to attend him into the heart of the city, and make t 
proclamation, that no man fhould prelume, on his i 
peril, to calumniate, accufe, or in any retpect give t 
him moleftation. Upon this. fignal demonftration \ 
of the king’s efteem and favour, his enemies, who 

came thither with a view of injuring him by deta- 
matory reports, thoughtit prudent to retire, left they 
fhould bring on themfelves the mifchiets they defign- 

ed for him.” So great, indeed, was the refpect which ' 
Alexander bore tor Jonathan, that he was ranked 
amongit his moft approved friends. 


CHAP. VII, 


Extraordinary fucceffes of Fonathan, Conteft between 
Demetrius, fou of the late king, and Alexander. The 
former enters into aleague of friendfhip with ¥onathan. 
Death of Alexander and of Ptolemy. Demetrius ren- 
ders bimfelf unpopular. 


LEXANDER now thought himflf arrived at is 
A the fummit of happinefs, and that he fhould Pemesie, 
enjoy alifeof uninterrupted tranquillity ; but he foon metrius, 
found himfelf miftaken. A fhort time atter De- comes into 
maetrius, the fon of the late king Demetrius, refolv- Mee cat 
ing to revenge his father’s death, and recover his * “"" 
kingdom, embarked with a body of mercenaries, 
whom Lafthencs, the Cretan, had raifed for him, 
and paffed with them out of Crete into Cilicia, This 
expedition alarmed Alexander, whointtantly marched 
from Phoenicia to Antioch, to put his affairs ina 
pofture of fecurity before the arrival of Demetrius, 

nthe mean time Demetrius had gained over to his 


Jdd : to 
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to oblige Tonathan to quit Alexander’s party, -and 
join with Demetrius, marched with an army as far as 
Apollonius 
“ee es tying him to meet him with his fword:in the open 
fiayle com. Ateld, and put the iffue on their ingle contelt. He 
Wat. boalted alio that he was at the head of a numberof the. 
braveft men in theempire, whole valour had frequently 

made his anceftors yield to their fuperior power. 
trricated ac this daring meffage, Jonathan, accom- 
yanied by-his brother Simon, left Jerufalem with a 


tele& band of ten thoufand men, and encamped near _ 


Joppa, the gates of which were fhut by a garrifon be- 
longing to Apollonius. Jonathan demanded en- 
trance, which being refuted, he immediately made the 
neceffary preparations for attacking the place, when 


Jonathan the garrilon knowing themfelves too weak to make 


takes Joppa Yppofition againtt fo formidable a body, quietly fur-’ 


rendered. . c 
As foon as Apollonius underftood that Jonathan 


was in poffzffion of Joppa, he advanced with three 
thouiand horfe, and eight choufand foor, to Azotus, 
and thence, byeafy marches, to Joppa, where hedrew 
off a litrle to engage Jonathan in the open plain, de- 
pending on the tuperior numbers of his cavalry. Jo- 


nathan upon this, advanced, and followed Apollonius - 


towards Azotus; but when the armies approached 
cach other, the latcer thought proper to make a re- 
treat. Jonathan, however, continued toadvance, till 
his antagonift, having got him to a fpot of ground 
which he thought particularly advantageous, faced 
about, and prepared to engage. He’planted a thou- 
fand horfe to attack Jonathan in the rear; bur the 
latter being aware of this difpofition, without any 
difficulty provided againit it, and formed his men in- 


to a iquare figure, fo that they might be enabled to | 


engage the enemy on all fides at the fametime. | 

Engiges ‘Theaction commenced, and lafted till near evening, 
Apollonius. When Jonathan ordered his brother Simon, with parc 
of his army, to charge in upon the enemy’s body, 

having given orders to hiscown men only to receive 

the darts and arrows of the horfemen_ upon their 
bucklers, withour any other refiltance. They accord- 

ingly kept themlelves upon their guard till the ene- 

my had {pent all their offenfive weapons; for they 

f{tood thick and clole, that their darts fell upon their 
bucklers, and there was no ‘poffibility of piercing 

them through. The enemy was fo fatigued with this 

way of Hghting, and doing no execution for feveral 
duceeffive hours, that Simon took that opportunity 

of attacking their main body, and wads fo bravely fup- 

ported by his foldiers, that hefoon put them to fight. 

‘Lhe horle, upon this rout, between the toil of the 

day, and chehopelefs condition of the army, now the 


foot were broken, fled, and difperted themfelves in - 


the utmoft confufion. Jonathan  purfued them as 

- tar as Azotus, flaying great numbers, and forcing 

the relt into the temple ot Dagon for fanctuary. But 

Routs and the conqueror enrcring the town fet fire to it, and fe- 
purfues the veral neyghbouring villages, which he burnt to the 


vacauithed round, rogether with the temple of Dagon irfelf,and 

a5 killed all thac had fled to it fer protection, without 
pen oe any regard to the priefts or idol of the place. The 
Dagon, MUMber of thole who were flain in-battle, and perifh- 


ed in the Hames, was computed at eight thoufand. 

Hiaving thus defeated the army of Apollonius, Jo- 
nathan advanced with his troops to Afkalon, and en- 
camped berore the city, witha defign of invefting ir. 
But the inhabitants, inftead of attempting to make 
any oppolition, brought many valuable prefents as a 
teitimony of their fubmifion, which Jonathan ac- 
cepted upon the terms, and from the motives, for 
which they were offered, and chen returned laden with 
the fpoils of the enemy in triumph to Jerufalem. 

As toon as Alexander heard of the fuccefs of Jo- 
nathan over his general Apollonius, he affected 
much joy atthe event, becaufe, as he pretended, he 
‘had practifed hoftilities againft a friendand ally, with- 
Alexander Out his knowledge or content. In token of the ho- 
alects come nour and efteem in which he held him, he fent him, 
ae as aprefent, a buckle of gold, fuch as none but the 
nathans” YOYal family- were permitted to wear, and, at the fame 

time, alfo gave him the city of Ekron, with all the 
territories thereunto belonging. ; 

About this time Ptolemy Philometor pafled into 
Syria, witha contiderable body of land and feaforces, 
to the afliftance of his fon-in-law Alexander. Agree- 


Jamnia, and thence fent a challenge toa}onathan, de-. 


“with -many_ indignities. 


the 


Book Xue 
able to the king’s order, he ‘was received with the 
greateft honour and refpeét by the inhabitants of al] | 

the Cities and towns through which he pafféd except 
Azotus, where-he was harraffed with complaints of 

the burning of thetemple of Dagon, andexclamationg | 
againft Jonathan as the author of that outrage, ag 

well as the havock made‘in their country. by fire and 
{word, and the deitruction of:numbers of the people: 
Ptolemy gave them’ a patient hegring; but, fear. 

ful of difobliging Jonathan, did not think: pro. 

per co do any thing in their favour without hig know. Entenis. 
ledge. "As {oon as Jonathan’ heard of ' the arriyay J 
of Ptolemy in Sy, and that he was advanced oe 
as far as Joppa, he went thither to pay him his 
refpects, and was received by the king with all ho. 
nour and magnificence; after which he conduc. 


_¢d him to‘the river Eleutherus, and returned to Je. 


rufalem: - : a) . ; 
As Ptolemy was on his way to the city of Pro. lt iy 
lemais, he fortunately difcoveréd a plét;'which had 4's 
been concerted by Alexander, to be executed by 
Ammonius,: his confident, for taking away his life. 
though no reafon could'be affigned for fucha diabo. 
lical intention. _In confequence of this dilcovery, on 
his: arrival: at Ptolemais, he demanded that juftice 
might be done on the traitor: but Alexander refu. 
fing to give him up, Prolemy was fully convinced 
that the king was concerned in the -plot,-and there. 
fore entertained an-implacable hatred ‘againft him, 
which foon terminated in hisruin. Alexander had 
before incurred the ill-will of the people of Antioch; 
by means of this Ammonius, who had treated them 
He came at length, how- 
ever; to an-infamous end; for he loft his‘lite in the 
habit of a woman, as he was endeavouring to con- 
ceal himfelf in that difguife frony thofe who were 7, . 
employed to bririg him to juttice, aes Ria arespaioe 
The firft ftep Prolemy took to fhew his refentment 
on the occafion, was to take away his daughter Cleo. Dasgited 
patra from Alexander, and give her'to-his rival De- Per 
metrius, with affurance that he would reftore him to "2, 
the throne of his father. Demetris was highly angie 
leafed with the terms of alliance propofed by Pro- & "= 
ce and asmuch charted with the idea of poffefing 
eautiful Cleopatra as a wife, Bac the peoplehad 
fuch an averfion to Demetriuson his father’s account, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty Prolemy could 
bring them over to receive that man for their king, 
whom they looked upon astheir enemy. Such, how- Equied 
ever, was their hatred to Alexander, for his partiality 5 _ 
to-the execrable Ammonius, and their‘hatred to Am- in, 
monius himfelf, for his own fake, that they were ea- 
fily prevailed on to expel the former from the city. 
He therefore retired from Antioch into Cilicia. 
Prolemy, uponthis, made his entrance intothecity; 
was faluted, proclaimed, and crowned king in two 
capacities; that is, in thé right of Afia and Egypt. f 
But being a man of honour, diicretion, and tempc- 
rance, he fo conduéted himfelf in all public affairs, 
as to afford entire fatisfaction to his own people, 
without giving any caufe of envy or jealoufy to the 
Romans. The offer made him, by the people of An- 
tioch, was very flattering; but his honourgiving way 
to intereft, he modeftly declined the compliment, 
and having called a council of the heads of the peo- 
ple, advifed them to receive Demetrius, the true heir 
to the crown, as their fovereign. He told them he 
hoped all paft enmity would be forgotten; that he 
would himfelf-be bound for his fairhtully executing 
the truft repofed in him; and defired that, with re- 
fpeét to himielf, he might be permitted to content 
himfelf with the government of his own dominions. |, 
This modeft addrefs had the defired effect: the peo- eas 
ple unanimoufly received Demetrius as their king, ses 
admitted him into the city with great pomp, and ofA! 
placed him on the throne of his anceftors. Sey 
When Alexander, who was at this timein Cilicia, . 
heard of what had paffed at Antioch, he marehed 
with all his force to meet Ptolemy, ravaging me 
country through which he paffed with fire and fword, 
Ptolemy and his new fon-in-law met him, and gave, 
him battle; the ifue of which was, that his army Was F 
totally routed, and himfelf forced to fly into Are ,, a 
bia. It happened, in the battle, that Prolemy’s horle, ‘sis! 
taking fright at the noife of an elephant, threw his 


rider, and afforded his enemies the advantage. 
giving 
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Set jm man jevous wounds upon the head, 
ence ee nen fe pround. -He would have loft 
Pe carpon the {pot, had. he.not been refcued by 
aie of his guards; _but fuch was_ his cont nce 
thac helay ipeechicts four days, without {pea king a 
word himfelé, or -underitanding, any thing that was 
faidto him. . Upon the fitch day, when_he recovercy 
himielfatitde, Zabelus, an Arabian prince, having 
cut of the head of Alexander, fent ic to Prolemy,, 
who was greatly délighted both with the repore of 
Aunt cisfaction on this account was of fhore duration, for 
reieated (1 toon died of the wounds he had received in the 
re pattie.. his Alexander, otherwile called Ballez, 
cigned about five years. a at 
rBemetrits, who was known by. the name of Ni- 
canor, fucceeded Alexander., Fle was a man of an 
obdurate temper, as appears from his barbarous 
ulage of Prolemy’s foldiers, wichout any regard. to 
the obligations, and, fervices he had received trom 
wel — them upon the credit of an affinity with Cleopatra, 
ut of he foldiers were fo incenfed at his ungrateful be- 
haviour, thae they quitted him themielves, and went 
away be Alexandria, leaving only the elephants be- 
ind them., | re no oa 

: Jonathan, the high-prieft, being now grown confi- 
derable in power, having drawn rogetherall the torce 
he was able to raile out of Judaa, jac himlelf down 
before the citadel of Jerulaiem, with a refolucion to 
diflodge the Macedonian garrifon, and the fugitive, 
Jews that had taken {ancluary there. Confident ot 
ihe itrength, of the place, they at firlt gave Jonathan 
amoit contemptuous defiance. \ But at length;they 
tent Jome of their abandoned emiflaries out of the 
town to Demetrius tor iuccour’ Demetrius, upon 
this, left Antioch, and marched with a confiderable 
army towards Jonathan. On his arrival, at Prole- 
mais hefent for him by letter. Jonathan, upon this 
invitation, took with: him many valuable prejents, in 
gold, filver, garments, and otherrich curioliti¢s, and, 
atcended by the priefts’ and elders, made a compli- 
ment of them ro Demetrius, the fiege going forward 
at thedame time. ‘The king was fo pleated with this 
diltinguifhed token of refpect, thar he confirmed Jo- 
nathan in the office of high-prieft; and was io tar 
from giving any credit to the calumniating fuggelti- 
ons oi the rabble of the fugitive Jews againit their 
countrymen, that, upon Jonathan’s fingle requelt for 
an abatement of the tribute of Judaea, cogether with 
the dependencies of Sansaria, Joppa, and Galilee, ‘to 
the rate of only three hundred talents upon the 
whole, hé caufed the following declaration, upon the 
firll word, to be difpatched away in their favour: 


Death of 
Frolewny. 


nathan 






















Bfonathan 


“ Demetrius, the king, to his. brother Jonathan, 
“and the .relt of the Jewifh nation, fendeth 
greeting: 


“You are hereby to underftand, that we have 
written a Jercer to our cruity and well beloved cou- 
fin Lalthenes, a copy of which is herewith trant- 
murted,”? 


Demetrius, the king, to, Lafthenes, his coufin, 
** Greening: 


“* Such is the fenfe we entertain of the return that 
our triends the Jews have, from time_to time, 


give them iome diftinguilhing teftimony of our 
m _Pardicular efteem and regard for their welfare. 

wear ¢, Wherefore we hereby command that the govern. 
Jews, ments of Aphareima, Lydda, and Ramatha, with 
ail the Jands dependent on thole places, be affign- 
éd to the ufe of Judaa: and we exempr Jerufalem 
_ trom all taxes heretofore paid to our anceltors, as 
“well chofe called crown taxes, andon falt pits, as 
thofe on corn and fruit: and we command that for 
the fucure nothing of the kind be demanded. 
Vakecare that a copy of this letrer be fent to Jo- 
nathan, and let ic behung up in one of the nioft 
es re ‘parts of the holy temple in Jeru- 
s . ps 
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yg oemetrius being now in full-and quiet poffeffion of 
he crown, and having reafon to think he fhould not 
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aheheatof che action, 2ad with the ipectacie idelf. Bur his fa- . 


made to our good will, that we are rcfolved to - 
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be interrupted by any enemies, - difmiffed his army 
without giving them their full pay, and retained in , 

his fervice onlya number of mercenary troops, which 

had been collected in Crete, and other adjacent iflands. 

This dilcharge of his father’s old troops, without any ; 
ftipend for their pattfervices, contrary ro the practice Psmetrius 
of his anceitors; who paid them as well in peace as ihvatof 
in war, and to kepe theny in readinefs for any occa- the foldiery. 
lion, entirely alienated the affection of his fubjects in 

general, and the army in-particular. 


CHAP XV. 6 


Iryphon revolts from Demetrius, sho is fupported ly 
“~onathan. The fingular ingratitude of Demetrius, 
Yrsphon advayces sintiochus to the throne, and gains 
tbe affifiance of Fouathan. Jonathan renews a league 
witw the Romans and Lacedemoiias. Defeat of De- 
metrius by clrfaces, king of Parthia. + . 


<i defection. of. the army from Demetrius 
.. Was’ fo‘ notorious, that Diodotus,’ otherwile | 4... , 
called ‘Tryphon, a nativé of Apamia, aud formerly ‘Fryphon are 
an officer under Alexander, oblerving the mutinous vis tem 
difpolition that prevailed amongit them, applied him. Demeuiv» 
Jelr to Malclius, an Arabian, who was at that time 
guardian of Antiochus, the fon of Alexander, re- 
pretencing to him che alienation of thé foldiery trom 
Deinetrius, and propoling the reltoration of the ‘ 
young prince :to the throne of his father. Malchus 

was at fartt difident and fcrupulous; but, at length, 

through prefling inftances, was brought over to 
comphiance. ; 

In the mean time Jonathan profecuted the fiege of 
the citadel of Jerufalem, with a refolution to clear jonathan 
not only the caitle of the metropolis, but the itrong carries on 
holds in the country, where the fugitive Jews had thstice cf 
fheltered themfelves in garrifon, To this end he oricrufsien 
ient anibailadors with preients to Demetrius, defiring 
him cto withdraw all his men that were in any of the, 
fortréffes of Judzza. Demetrius, in reply, affured 
him, that he was ready to gratify him’in that, orany 
other important requeits, asfoon ashe was dilengaged 
from ‘the prefent war, “that fo engrofied his whole Jonathan, 
attention; adjuring himi, at the lame time, by every pres Per 
facred tie of triendithip, co fend’ him a recruit of men, with 3090 
as his.own troops, hé Jaid, were gone over to the felect mens 
enemy. Jonathan foon.after fent the king a fupply 
of three thoufand choice men. 

The people of Antioch, were fo enraged again{t 
Demetrius, thac they defired nothing more than an 5 
opportunity for revenge, fo that, upon the report of 
this relief trom Jerufalem, they determined _to be be- 
forehand with their king, and therefore befet the pa- 
lace in fuch a manner, as if they were juft ready to 
give the affaulc. But their main defign was to fecure 


the avenues, and feize upon the king on his coming. “ 
out. Demetrius, finding himfelf thus befet, drew 


up his foreign mercenaries, together with Jonathan’s 
auxiliaries, and charged the iniurgents: butthey were | 
overpowered by nunibers, and repulfed. The Jews 
then retired into the palace, were they mounted the syoygetena 
batrlements, and from thence, with darts and arrows, Demetrius 
jo annoyed and galled the Antiochians, that they ina fedinon 
forced then from one houwfe to another, without much **48tech 
danger to themfelves, They.then fet fire to the city ; 
fo that, the houjes, being moitly of wood, and ftanding ~ 
clofe toeach other, a general conflagration enfued. 
The inhabitants, in the utmoit contternation, betook 
themfelves to flight: and the Jews, availing them- Tony 
felves of their contufion, purfued, and, according to quell thein- 
the king’s order, did great execution, flaying greac M*s<s. 
numbers, and forcing the reft to chrow down their 
arms, and fue for mercy. tS tes 
Thus was this rebellion fpeedily crufhed ; fo that 
Demetrius, having rewarded the Jews for their very 
feafonable affiftance, fent chem back. to Jonathan, 
‘with a moft honourable teftimony of their valour, 
acknowledging thatic was rotheir refolution he ftood pemertur 
indebred for his fuccefs. ~ ungratefully 
But thefe fervices were foon forgotten by Deme- #nd perfidy ~ 
trius, who, thinking he fhould have no farther oc- Ma pecs 
cafion for che affiflanceof Jonathan, broke the agree~ with [ona 


iment he had made for exempting him trom the pay- 


ment of the ufual taxes, and threatened him ee mi- | 
itary 
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litaly.execution, unlefs he, in future; made good thofe 
tributes'to himielf, which the’ Jews had formerly 
paid to his predeceffors.,, This he would. accordingly 
have done, if Tryphon had not divefted him, ‘by forc- 
ing him to make ‘ufeof the preparations he had made 
againit Jonathan for his own fatety, though without 
effect : for ‘T'ryphon, being now returned out of Ara- 
bia into Syria, with young Antiochus, héfetthe crown 

Neis overe Upon his head, and, by the help of the foldiers inimi- 


cae cal to Demetrius for the default of payment, pro- 
A ich, ceeded to open hoftilities, overcame him in battle, 


took from him his. elephants, and the city of An- 
 tioch, and forced him back in Cilicia. 
Antiochus, foon after hisacceffion, fentan embafly 
to Jonathan, complimenting him with’ the title of his 
friehd ahd ally, confirming ‘him in the office of high- 
denen is prieft, putting him in pofieftion of the four govern- 
noiel by Hlents that were affigned to Judaea, and appointing 
wicches. bis-brother Simon to the command ofall his forces 
from ‘Tyre to the borders of Sidon.. He alfo pre- 
fenced Jonathan with feveral golden cups, purple 
garments, and many badges ot honour, and adopted 
him in the number of his ¢hofem friends. ‘Johnathan 
entertained fo high a fenfe of thefe, extraordinary 
Jonathan tokens of honour and liberality, which he had re- 

poutes the Coived from Antiochus, that he'difpatched, meffen- 


jntereil-of es ee 
Antiochus. gers both’‘to the young king and Tryphon, his prime 
minifter, witha moit atfeétionate tender of friendfhip 
and fervice, efpecially in joining againft Demetrius as 
‘a common enemy, whomi-he reprobated as the molt 
ungrateful of men, in returning evil for the.’ moft 
fubitancial good. on 2 ee oe 
Having received a’commiffion from Antiochus to 
raile forces, Jonathan proceeded for that purpofe to 
Syria and. ‘Phoenicia, and’ from thence to ‘all the 
neighbouring towns and cities, where he was treated 


with gneat honour in appeara 


\ 


adage J : rance, but levied no fol- 
many cities diers. Upon his arrival at Afkalon, he was received 
tohiscaufe, with great form by the inhabitants, who,made him 
many valuable prefents; a. nd whom he ‘invited, ‘as he 
had done thofe in other cities through which he 
pafied; to give up Demetrius, and efpoufe the cauie 
of Antiochus, it being ‘both their duty ‘and ‘intereit 
fo todo. . He fo far wrought updén them, by his rea- 
foning and advice, that they promifed fupplies; but 
advancing afterwards to Gaza, upon the deligh of the 
fame good office to Antiochus, ‘be found, to his great 
furprize, the gates fhut againit him, and the people 
aeniouly attached ro Demetrius. 
1 


Refents the “Jonathan, incenied at_this palpable indignity, laid 


indign be- 2 ] ¢ 
indign ber fiege to the place, and, in order to terrify the inhabi- 
on people tants into fubmiffion, fent a detachment of his forces 
of Gaza. 


to deftroy' the adjoining towns and villages with fire 
and {word. Seeing, therefore, nothing but inevitable 
deftruction before them, without any appearance of 


Matters are ° . . 
relief from Demetrius, they came at Jatt to a,com- 


at length 
aa pullive ‘determination of making a feafonable and 
juileds i bmiflive application to Jonathan by their deputies, 


who were as frankly received on the other hand into 
his intereft and friendfhip. He readily accepted the 
conditions they offered, and, having received hoftages 
for the fulfilment of the fame, left Gaza, and pro- 
ceeded with his forces towards Damafcus. 

In the mean time Demetrius had encamped witha 
powerful army before Cedafa, a place bordering on 
‘Lyre and Gililee, with a view of enticing Jonathan 
out of his way, and defeating him. But Jonathan 

Simon ine advanced with all {peed to. encounter him, leaving 

vets and the care of Judea in his abfence to his brother Simon, 

rakes Beth- who, collecting all the forces he was able, marched 
up to Bethfura, and atlaulted it, though accounted the 
ftrongeft and moft detenfible place in all Judea, and 
in the poffeffion of the partizans of Demetrius. The 
people of the garrifon, from the inceffant plying of 
the machines and engines againft them, apprehend - 
ing themtelves in a dangerous firuation, fent a mef- 
lengerto Simon, requefting permiffion to march away 
without violence, or any moleftation, to Demetrius. 
Indeed, they were at length brought to thefe terms, 
through fear of being put to the fword. Simon, 
however, granted them thcir conditions, and placed 
another @arrifon of his own people in their ftead. 

By this time Jonathan had advanced with his 
forces, which he had greatly augmented on the way, 
as far as the piain of Azor, where he encamped un-. 
julpicious of any danger; but a party of Demetrius 
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_ fon of Jafon, (both men of honour and‘ fenators), 


. fome cafes, and left at liberty in others, either to do, 


_ make his condition better or worfe, accorcing as he 





Book Xi, 


having intelligence ‘of his fituation; ‘lay in‘ambuh 


_-behind a mountain, while others ‘of them marched 


to’attack him on’ the plain. --As foon.'as Jonathan 
found himfelf thus belet, -he gave the beft. orders.to 
his foldiers the fhortnefs of the time would permit; 
but the: Jews, feeing the party of “Demetrius who 
were placed in ambufh, and fearful-‘of being tur: 







Tall 
rounded by the enemy, the greater: part, of them threw deen 
down'theif arms, and precipitately fled.: So-general, *s san 
indééd, was thé ‘terror, that-only-a very {mail party 
rehvdined with’ Jonathan, who were encouraged to -+- 
ftand againft the enemy by means of theirleader, to: 
géther, with two captains of his- guards; Matthias, | 
the fon of Abfalom, and Judas, the ion of'Chapfxus. ae 
Thefe, with a band of gallant tollowers, charged the Gall 
front’ of the enemy ‘in fo defperate ‘a manner, that nantes 
their lines were {oon broken, which being feen by pi 22!" 
the deferters, fome of them'rallied, and:tell on with 
fach fury, that the army of Demetrius was entirely 
routed, about two thoujand being flain on the fpor 
and the reit obliged to fave themlelves by:a precipi- 
tate flight. ‘ ; ret te 

' After this glorious‘victory Jonathan-returned to Jonata 
Jerufalem, and, -in the height.of his. jucceffes, tent {3 
ambaffadors to Rome, to renew -tormer. alliances; the Re 
Piving them direétion to go to acédzemon uponbu- *! L 
“a fimilar nature.” The Romans received the {i 










finefs-ot 
ambaffadors with the higheft refpect, and ‘difmified 


.them with letters, recommending thata fafe paflage 


might be granted them:by: the potentates of every . 
doniinion through which they might have occafion 

to pafs.*. On their return they delivered ‘the follow- 

ing letter to the Lacedzemonians. +! "*~ i 

. © By aletter of very. ancient date, from your king "i 
& Arius, to‘our high-prieft Onias, (a copyof which | - 
“ Wwe fend enclofed), we And that we are nearly allied -- 
“to you in blood, and, by the teftimony we there ° 

* oaye to Arius, it appears how happy we.werein ‘, 
« the ratification of fuch an alliance. We wouldnow 
“inform you, that we, fhould long before have 


| & claimed-your friendfhip, but that we Jeft you the 


“ honour of fetting theexample. From the firlt ra- 
« tification of your friendship to the prefent time, we 
« have conftantly offered up our prayers to the Al- 
“ mighty that you mightlive in health and. prolpe- 
< rity, and overcome your enemies. In all our dil 
« trefies and misfortunes, from the malice of ambi- 
tious neighbours, we have been “cautious not to 
“trouble you, or other allies. But Divine Provi- 
“ dence having put anend to our, wars, and oural- » 
“< fairs being more at cafe, we have diipatched Nu- 
« menius, the fon of Anticchus, and Aatipator, the 


* with letters to the Romans, and to yourtelves, for 
* renewing and ftrengthening the league of triendthip 
“ between us. Return what anfwer you think pro- 
“ per; but lectus know how we may teitity our al- 


* teétionate regard by every means in our power. 


‘At this time there were three fects amongtt the «i 
Jews, whomaintained different opinions concernihg 
human actions. They went under the denomin tx 
tions of Pharifees, Sadduces, and’ Effenes. _ The 
Pharifees held, that men are fubject toa fatality in 


or not to_do, as the pleafed. The Sadduces allow- 
ed of no fatality at all in what cafe foever, but ai- 
firmed that every man has it in his own powcr to 


purfues meafures right or wrong. The Effenes, on 
the other hand,. afferted_the power of an over-rullng 
deftiny, working according to the predeterminations 
ofan irrefiftible fate. Butamore exact accountot the € 
opinions will hereafter be found in our hiltory of the 
Jewifh wars. We therefore refume ournarrative. 

_Inthemeantime Jonathan, being informed thatthe 
forces of Demetrius, now greatly augmented, Wer 4 
advancing towards him, in hopes ot redeeming te pes 
credit they had loft by their late overthrow, he hak cite 
tened with all expedition to meet them at Amathis, %° 
with a full refolution to oppofe their paflage into Je 
deea. ‘Heencamped within fifty furlongs of theent- 
my, and fending {pies to difcover their defign, fours 
upon their return with the ceft information 
could get, and fome prifoners they had taken oe 


night, that the intention of the enemy was “prize 
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prize him in his quarters. In confequence of this in- 
telligence, Jonathan made every neceflary prepara- 
tion for counteracting their delign, by fixing centi- 
nels accheout-ports, and keeping his men Bader, arms 
all night, acquainting them before-hard with rhe in- 
tention of the enemy. When the officers of Dene 
trius underftood chat their plan had been dilcovered, 
they were puzzled how to aét, knowing themielves 
too weak for an encounter by force: they therefore, 
at length, formed a refolution of decamping in the 
night, which they accordingly did, and covered their 
retreat with jeveral fires. At day-break Jonathan 
marched to attack them, when finding their camp 
abandoned, he purfued them with the utmolt expedi- 
tion; but his endeavours proved fruitlets, the enemy 
having retreated to a fecure place, beyond the river 
Eleurherus, before he could reach them.: Jonathan 
then purfued his courfe to Arabia, plunder¢d che 
country of the Nabathzeans, made many of the inhabi- 
tants prifoners, took great numbers of their cattle, 
conducted them to Damafcus, and chere fold them. 
Simon in the mean time proceeded with his forces, 
through Judaa and Paleitine, to Afalon, fortifying 
all the detenfible places he came to in his way. From 
Aikalon he went to Joppa, of which he no fooner 
made himfelf mafter, than.he placed a proper garri- 
fon in it, to keep the inhabitants in awe, and thereby 
prevent its falling into the hands of Demetrius. 


* Jonathan and Simon having taken the neceffary . 


mealures to prevenc any injury from the. enemy 
abroad, returned to Jeruialem ; and the people being 
fummoned to the temple by the high-prieft, he made 
a propofition to répair the walls of the city, fortify 
them with towers, and cut off all communication be- 
tween the city and the caftle by another wall; like- 
wile to put the whole country in a ftate of detence, by 
placing popes garrifons in fuch parts of it as were 
thought beft for the fecurity of the people. This 
propofition being unanimouily approved, Jonathan 
took the care of the city, upon himielf, and commit- 
ted the country department to his brother Simon.. | 
Demetrius, having pafled the river, advanced into 
Mefopotamia, with a delign of making himfelf maf- 
ter not only of the country, but of Babylon itfelf; 
propoling alfo, upon the reduction of the upper pro- 
vinces, tomake that quarter the i¢at of che war: for 
the Greeks and Macedonians, who dwelt there, had 
dent him feveral invitations to come over ro them, 
with affurances that, upon his appearing, they would 
enlift under his banner, and affiit him with their arms 
againft Arfaces, king of Parthia. Fated by this af- 
furance, Demetrius hafted_towards them, confident, 
if he could overcome the Parthians, of ejecting Try- 
phon out of Syria. Upon his arrival he put Rimfelé 
at the head of a confiderable army, and. marched to 
attack Arfaces, by, whom he was utterly routed, his 


whole army deftroyed, and himielf taken prifoner, 


CHAP. X. 
Inflences of the treachery of Tryphon, and eredulit of 
Semnben, who is ae Sapa and lofes a tboujand 
of bis people, wh a ee 


DURING thefe tranfactions the bafe and treache- 

rous Erpaons who had no.other view in getting 
young Antiochus into his hands than to an{wer his 
own wicked purpofes, and was concérting the comple- 
tion of his plan for poffefling hinvfelf ot the crown of 
Syria, now refolved, upon the mifcarriage of Deme- 
trius, to make one bold pufh for accomplithing his 
wifhes. Efe well knew that, while Jonathan was in 
the intereft of Antiochus, he could not poffibly exe- 
cute his defign, and rherefore the firft point was to 
curtail him of his power; but as he was fenfible he 
could not do this by force, he therefore had recourfe 
to ftratagem. To thisend he went from Antioch to 
Bethfan, called, by rhe Greeks, Scythopolis, where he 
found Jonathan, atthe head of forty thouland cho- 
fen men, ready to execute his commands. Tryphon, 
on his arrival, made him many prefents and compli- 
ments, direéted the officers of his army to pay.the 
fame refpect and obedience to Jonathan as to himfelf, 
es, to veil the treachery of 
his own art, and create in the other fuch a confi- 
- QO. 17. : 
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dence as might expofe him, through want of-cautiaf, 
to a fatal durprize.”” Ac length, after divers infinuas 
tions; he told: Jonathan that, as the war was over, all 
things at’.peace, and Demetrius, trom his reduced 
condition; was no longer able to trouble, him, - he 
might difband. his army, retaining a competent guard 
about his perion,and attend him to Prolemais, which 
place; and_all the adjacent towns, he was determined 
to put into his pofieffion. Jonathan, attracted by 
thefearguments and promifes, and unfulpicious of his 
villainous defign, catt himfelf wholly upon the Gnee= 
rityand good faith of the perfidious Tryphon, info- 
njuch, that he difmiffed all his army, except. three 
thoufand men; two of whom he left in Galilee, and 
went, with Tryphon, to Prolemais with the, other 
thoufand. ©. Sats ¢ ; ‘ i 

‘He nofooner entered the town than the inhabitants; 


according’ to previous. initrudtions from Tryphon; 
fhut the gates upon him, made Jonathan -prifoner. 


and cut offall his thoufand people to,a man. ., 


Sor: 


4 


Having Jonathan is 


thus far fucceedéd in _his defign, he difpatched a par: ekens and 


ty of his army into Galilee, with orders to. maflacré 
the other’ two thoufand which were left by Jonathan 
in that part of the country; but thefe, having timely 
notice of the treacherous treatment of their command: 
er and telow-foldiers at Prolemais, took to their arms; 
and facing about in order to engage, fo intimidatéd 
the party of Tryphon, that they declined the com- 

at, and returned to Prolemais without executing che 
bloody defign on which they were fent. oe 
CHAP XI. eng 
onathan being detained prifoner, bis commandis fupplicd 
by Simon. Tryphon violates his faith, and orders Fo- 
nathan to be put to death. Simon-is appointed general 
and high-pricjh by the people, and exhibits proofs of va- 
_lour andwifdown. ee et 


his people 
matlacreds 


24 , 


\ (EIEN the inhabitants of Jerufalem heard.of the - 


_ imprifonmentof Jonathan (for whom,onaccount 
of his extraordinary valour andcondu¢t, they had the 
highelt_ regard) and’ the maffacre-of. their, brethren; 
they were greatly afflicted, and univerfal lamentations 


prevailed throughout the,city.. While he was. their 
leader they had no fears; but now_he was detained 
prifoner, they, were apprehenfive of the utmoft dan- 
ger from their enemies, whofe power they thought -it 
was impoffible tor them towilitiend: To diffipate 
thefe ‘difagreeable ‘apprehenfions, and rémove,that 
gloomwhich.hung bothonthe minds and countenances 
of the people, Simon, having ft ummoned them together 
forthe purpofe, addreffed-them in words to rhis effect; 


“It is unneceffary, friends..and. countrymen, -for 
*: me.,to fay that. my,father, brothers, and myfelf; have 
‘* been always ready to expofe-ourfelves for the comi 
‘© mon liberty. | The defence: of law and xeligion has 
s; been the bufinefs of our family 5, nor am, fo loft 
** to the authority of example,.as:to think. of preferv- 
‘Ling my; life ; by thé forfeit of my honour... Seek, 
‘* not, therefore, for another .commander,; fince:I.am 
** willing .to lead you. wherever. great and glorious 
“ aétions.fhall. call, us. I, count. nor, myfelt, greater 
“than my brethren, nor valuemy. life more. than:they 
“did theirs. .. Never fhall,ic ;be faid, that; I haveide~ 
“ parted. frm , the dignity. of, my family.-,; T:have. no. 
© doubt. but -God will,. 2y.iny-hands, avenge;you.of 
“your enemies, deliveryou, your,:wives,. and chil~ 
“° dren,. from thole. who opprefs you; and-decure the 








“holy temple from defilement. 





: ee ee gel tye OR aR COR Or 

The people: were fo animated by this fpeech, that 
they immediately affumed confidence, fufpénded their 
fears, and revived their.{pirits; unanimoufly exclaim- 
ing, “‘ None fo fit as Sinion to. fucceed::to the com- 
“mand of his -brave brothers, - Judas and Joriathan. 
“© Therefore let Simon, be our'general, and: whatever 
“he commands fhall be obeyed’. Simon, being thus 
elected, Jeader.of the. Jews,- the: firtt ftep he topk wis 
to order the walls ofthe city to be repaired, and for- 
tified with ftrong and itately -toy rers; haying done 
which, he difpatched his, friend. Jonathan, the jon of 
Abialom,-to Joppa, with.orders to clear that town 
of its inhabitants, leit theyfhould deliver it up to 
Eee Tryphon, 
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country, till he came-at length ‘to Dora, a city of 
Idumaa, with an intention to pais that way‘to feru- 
falem: , but Simon watched his motions fo clofely, as 
po peveot ie éarryitig his defign-inté execution. ; 
_, i WhileTryphon ‘was onthe way; he recdived in- 
“~ telligence from Jerufalem, that the gatrifon ‘wis hard 
. prefied for want of provifidns; and that they earneftly 
.' Fequelted ‘he would imrthédidiely halten: away t6 their 
relief. Upon this-he orderéd' his horfe to be tin rea- 
dinefs,- as-hé determined to proceed, withour delay, to 
Jerufaleiny: but fo deep. afhowW fell'in the-night):that 











thewways'were covered; atid’ impaffables efpecially for 
the cavile poh-this ‘difippoihiment’ he décaniped, 


Féturned'té Cédlo-SyriaSand: pafiing ‘through the 


202 
-Tryphion, While hinifelf contindéd at Jerufalem to he obtained over the common enemy, deftroying the 
look to the city. iets dees Soe cities of Gaza, Joppa, and Jamnia, and laying the 
‘tryphon §=—’ Soon after this Tryphon, at théhéad of a confide- {|} citadel-of Jerulalem level with the ground. “He alfé 
cies rable army, marched trom Prolemais to Judea; hav- took care to prevent inconveniencies in future, by 
into Judea. Ing with him Jonathan as hisprifoner. Simon, being putting it out of condition, either for annoying the 
awaré.of his approach, headed his forces;‘and pro- town, or ferving as a place of refuge to fugitives or 
ceeded to nicet him, which he did on d mountiin that rebels. ‘To this’end he gave his advice to the dig- 
overlooked thé plain near the city of Adida. As ging up and levelling of the mountain itfelf thar the 
foon as-Tryphon faw the Jewifh army, and under- caitle ttood upon, io as to leave the témple che ad- 
ftdod: that Simon had been choien their leader, hé vantage’ ot the higher ground. Upon this confidéra~ 
thought ic moft expedient to‘ decline an engagement; tion hé fummoned an affembly of the people! and 
and: therefore refolvéd;inftead of force, to endeavour laid’ beforechem the dimages they had‘tuitained from 
to‘obitditrhis ends by deceit and ftratazem, To effect this caftle, and che inconveniencies they might rea- 
this, he‘difpatched one of his principat officers‘to Si- fonably expect from it in future, if it fhould ever fall 
mon, with a méflagé tothe following effeét: “* Thar || into the hands of an enemy. ‘This plain, but jut, 
“he had, feized Jonathan only becaufe he owed an {| mode of reafoning, wrought fo effectually on the 
“hundred talénts~ to the’ king ;'‘ but that, in’cale’ he multitude, that they unanimoufly approved the'pur- 
” S:would' fénd thé money,‘ ‘and“Jonathan’s.two ions, poie of demolifhing the mountain. ‘They then im: 
S“:as hoftages‘ for. their father’s fidelity, he would |{ mediarely fell to work, and plied it {fo inceffantly, 
., , again ieethith ac liberty; fincé he was only detained night and day; for three years, that, in‘the end, by. 
.., “cil the king’s due fhould bé-paid.” ‘Simon, fulpeét- micans of indefatigable labour, they brought it. under 
1 inga deception intended ‘by this meffge, and yet the command of the temple. : 
’ thinking, if he refufed the money as a raniom, or the evoking : . 
fons as hoftages, ic might coft‘his brother Jonathan |] + - CHAP. XI _ 4 
his. life; are his‘death Would of courlé be impu- aay “a 2 ia A. ; : 
ted to hint, {tuminoned acotincil of the principal peo- Iryphon proceedsin his iniquitous prattices. Simon forms 
ples to whom he intimated his /ufpicion:of treachery, an alliance with Antiochus Soter. They. expel Iryphon 
but obferved, at the fame time, that hé ‘though Srom Syria. He at length-falls a vidtim to‘poputar re- 
it would. be moft -proper’to fend_ both the'young _ lenient, and is put to death. ‘ 
men and the money; as‘ dtherwilé ‘he ‘might be wee aa : : : 2 iS et 
thought indifferent with refpeét to the fafety of his SION after the raking of Demetrius Nicanor pri- Tryshon 
brother. : ae 3 foner, Tryphoncauted his pupil, Antiochus, che sul yous 
wong e . ant : Seas 5 ae wet aS ti nticehus 
his being unanimoufly agreed to, the money and ion of Alexander, to be fecréetly murdered, ‘and 'a re- tebe takes 
Tryphon hoftages were accordingly jent to Vryphen, who, in- ‘port'to be propagated, that he loft his life‘by an un- of 
neyorsie” ttead of fulfilling his-agreement, by delivering up {{ fucky‘accident that happened in his exercifes. This 
monby Jonathan, ‘retained both him and his.fens: “He then report’being credited, ‘the affaffin, by his‘artifices and 
fraud. marched with ‘his'army up and down, ravaging the deceit; fo wrought on the miinds' of the péople; that 


they unanimoufly chofe him for ‘their ‘king,’ and 
‘placed him ‘on ‘the throne of Syria; alledging, that 
Demetrius was a prifoner to the Parthians, ‘and that 
Parcehas would never forget the delérters of his 
rother.: nn) : ie : igh oactd ee 
’ Thé bafe and perfidious T } thus 
poffeffed himfelf of the throne’of ats began to dil-- 
play that turpitude of ‘heart which’ had been diftin- 
guifhed while in a private charaQler, His point was 
no:fooner gained than he threw off the:mafk, and 
proved that the'name of: Tryphon (which fignifies a ~ 
diffolute wretch) was_ an epithec he‘:juitly merited. 
His difpofition and conduct proved fo -difagreéable t0 5, serra 
the ‘foldiers in particular; that they deferred in’‘gieat by the - 


Obtains the 
crown of 
Syria, 


ryphon; ‘having thus 


numbers, and went over to Cleopatra, ‘the: wite of liceree 


Demetrius,'who was at'this timhé dn ifétiremene with 
her children ‘in Seleucia’; while Antiochus (otherwife mares ax 
‘ca}led Sorter, andthe brother-of Demetrius). was in toes 
antobiture fituation it Creté,' informuch, ‘that fearce “ 
any -perfon dared to 'freceive him; throbugh'tear “of 
Tryphon. 

Cleopatra, encouraged : 
and the appearance of the foldiers,;: who had deferted 
tron) Tryphon, as well as. urged by the fears fhe had, 


Jonathan is COUN YOLG alaad; near vhe the cicy of Bilca, he bately 
f and at- 


opatra, who 


fain by or- Caufed?J onathan' to’ be flain'and buried there," 
_ der of Try- edrwards' returned to-Antibehs fo ores 
cpeh An the mean time Sjmon was returned to Jerufa- 
“a oo lem, where; ‘hearing of his Bother Jonathan's death; 
and! thatvhe: was ‘buried ‘ar: Baica, ‘in the land Of Ga- 
*  Faaidy he ene for hig: remains; which-he :depofired in 
po» thé fepulchire of hig§ father, bt Modin, unordered a 
Sererall. iourning to! be ‘oblerved: upda the oceafion. 
eufterWards erected -dftaccly monittient over-the 
féputchréy che whole: of 








by the advice of herfriends, 








mene erect- £6) ‘whith Was of White marble, |] ‘leM@ehe people of Seleucia fhould deliver up the'place 
ediohis  polifhed;tand: curldiffhy rough: with “a ‘variety ot ‘so'thie ufurper, difpatched a-meffenger to-Antiochus 


+ Memory, Soter, offering him the crown of Syria, and, at the 
Jame time, making.a propofal of marriage. AAntior -' ° 
chus iti mediately lermbracéd the tender,’ oth of hér et 
‘kifigdem and pérfon; fo that, upon ¢! ofing with Cleo- 3 
‘patra, “che People flocked to’ him in faehinuinbers, 


figures. HYeraifecthlie 4éven pyramids tor’ his ‘thither, 
that hédoon found himnfelf ar-the head-uf avery’ cor : 


mother, ‘four brothéis;“and himfelty ote for ach, a 
work otfuch admirable fais and: beauty thac it-is'to 
by feen ‘to rltisid: the reputation ‘of being 
an exqdifite pie ‘fuiffice to théw ‘the care 
and: zeal:.of Simoni ‘ity! doing-dué honbdur’to™ his‘fa- 
nily, by fo:magnificéntamonunient, ‘and partidiilarly 
to' the! meniory of-Jorachan, ‘who ‘had 'néw' governed 
the people in quality-béth of sprince ‘and ‘high-jirieft 
for the {pace of four years; his brother Simon 
fucceeding ‘him! by ‘ehe‘hitiverfal fudtages! SF the 

_people.. © Bi EE SD Ghee os ae nt oh 

: ‘Inthe firft year-of' his promotion “he-freed them 

per neva from cli¢ eribute formerly paid co ‘the Macedonians, 

his vouniry! ANA "chis Was in the year ‘t70; frorh the coming Of Se- 
Jeucus Nicanor:to the’kingdém of Syria.-Simon had 
obtained fuch eftcetn ‘and Authority among: thé peo- 
ple, that they dated their. writings, public-and pri- 
vate, in fuch a year of Simon, the gévernor of the 
Jews; adding, * and mott deferving patron of the 
** nation.” J*or under his adminiftration all things 
fucceeded “well, both*in war and peace, through the 
advantages he-procured-his-friends, and-the victories 













Gderable army. With'thefe forces hemarcheédagaint—* 
sir nM) out.of Aatio 
expels T¥* 


EPyyphon, overcime‘hinvin battle, ‘drove hi 
i phon from 


Syritinto Phoenicja, andatJength penthint ap inthe 
‘ftrong, fortrefs:‘of Dora, --Antiochts ‘then fentiany’ 
baffadors to Sitiion;' the high-prieft ‘ofthe Jews, Sul ‘i 
atreaty ofamity dnd alliance. The termsswere:fran 0 i 
accepted’ by Sinion; who foon after fent hima ee y 
of -meney and: provifions for carrying ‘on the hege, 








Simon rene Nace ij : 
which Was a fervice'at that time fo acceptable to An’ 
tiochiis, ‘that he-raiiked him amongtt.the number fs 
hisibett friends. -The‘ fiege of Dora: was‘catri¢ a 
for fome'time, till,iatlength, Tryphon made’ his ¢1- 

: ace, endea> 
Jaceof nae. 
aintt hier : 

put hint rephea 
» a flan 
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cape, and, ‘after fyingifom place ta pl 
voured to thelrér-himielfin Apamia, his-p 
i feu prevailing 2g 


tivity; -butan univerial di ] iling 26 
aniong-the inhabitants, they feized him, an 


t6' death in the‘fourth year of his governmen 
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CHAP: XIk 


Perfidy of Antiochus towards Simon, who baffies him; 
aud renews a league with the Romais. 3 


quently ungrateful, difpofition, wis no jooner 
fetiled on the throne of Syria, chan, forgetful of the 
good offices Simon had done him, and the promites 
he had made him in return, he fent an army, under 
the command of his genera] Cendebeus, to lay waite 
Juda, and feize upon his perfon. The thought of 
this bale perfidy, on the part of Antiochus, to irri- 
tated Simon, that, heedlefs of the infirmities of age, 
witha juvenile refolution, he made the neceffary pre- 
parations for giving him a warin reception, Having 
affembled his forces, he difpatched two divifions ot 
them under the command ot his two fons, while him- 
jelf took a circle with the main body of the army, 
planting ambufcades in different parts of the country. 
Nor did he fail of fuccefs in his attempts, for he foil- 
ed his treacherous foe in every encounter, and juftly 
retaliated the injuries he had fuftained; after which 
he renewed his alliance with the Romans, and led the 
reft of his life in peace. 


A NTIOCHUS being of a covetous, and confe-. 


CHAP XIV; 


Simon is treacheroufly murdered by Ptolemy, his fon-in- 
law, who imprifons bis wife and fons. _ His fon Eyr- 
canus is protedtéd by the inbabitants of Ferufalem. 


HEN Simon had been eight years governor of 
Judea, he was barbaroufly murdered by the 
treachery of his fon-in-law, Ptolemy, whom he had 
made governor of the plains of Jericho. This exe. 
crable villain, who was rich and ambitious, had laid 
a _defign for ufurping the government of Judaa to 
himfelf; but this could not well be done without the 
deftruétion of Simon and his family. _ To perpetrate 
the horrid defign, he invited hisiather- in-law toateatt, 
where, as he.was regaling himfelf, unfulpicious of 


danger, he caufed him to be affaffinated. He then” 


made his wife, and twoof his fons, ‘:prifoners, andfent 
his ruffians in quett of his third fon, John, (otherwile 
called Hyrcanus), to take him off, as they had done 
his father; ‘but Hyrcanus, being apprized of the de- 
fign, went to a danctuary in Terualen, where he 
was received with open arms by the multitude, 
through the veneration they had for the memory of 
his father, and their averfion to,Ptolemy for his per- 
fidy, whom they bravely repulfed upon an attempt to 
enter at one gate, becaufe they had already received 
Hiyrcanus at another. : 


CHAP XV. 


Uyreanus is declared high-priet. Befieges Ptolemy in 
the cafile of Dagon. The fortitude of the mother and 
two brothers of Hyrcanus, who are put to death by 
Ptolemy. ; 


\ FHIEN the fall of Simon was.known at Jerufa- 
lem, Hyrcanus was declared high-prieit, and 
Prince of the Jews, in the place of his father, whofe 
death was univerfally lamented, and a general mourn- 
ing throughout the whole country was obferved on 
the melancholy occafion (a). mo 
The firft thing Hyrcanus did, after he entered 
upon his office, was to offer up prayers and facrifices 
indue form, which being done, he made an expedi- 





(a) The author of the firt book of Maccabees, inthe-en- 
comiums he beltows on Simon, tells us,. that he fought the good 
Of the nation in every thing, fo that his authority always pleafed 
them avell: that, during his adminiftratien, whilft Syria, and 
ober neighbouring kingdoms, were almoft deftroyed by wars, 
the Jews lived quietly, every man under his own vine and.fig~ 
tree, enjoying, without fear, the fruits of their labours, and be- 
holding, with pleafure, the flomithing flate of their country. 
‘Their trade was increaied by the reduétion of Joppa, and other 
maritime places; their territories enlarged, their armies well 


- difciplined, their towns and fortreffes well garrifoned, their reli- 


-gton and Itberties fecured, their Jand freed from heathen ene- 
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tion againit Prolemy; who had retired to the caftle of 
Dagon. The grand difficulry he met with, in the, 
projecution of this delign, was to furmount.a,na- 

tural affection towards his mother and brethren, 

whom Ptolemy caufed to be whipped, .and otherwife, 
publicly tormented; on the batrlements, threatening. - 
to.caft chem down headlong, unlefs he immediately 

raifed the fiege. This terrible menace abated _the re- 
folution of Hyrcanus, who thought, if he perfifted in 

his attempt, the conlequence would be an aggrava- ¥ 
tion of cruelty to his relations. His mother, obferv- Tus @8- 
ing his embarrafment, called aloud, urging him not mother. 
to confider the fufferings of hericlt and fons, but to 

avenge the injury his family had received, and ex- 

prefled a willingnefs to expire under the moft excru- 

ciating torments, on condition that the barbarous 

and unnatural tyrant, Ptolemy, fhould meet with a 
punifhment proportioned to the enormity of his guilt. 

This inftance of fortitude and generofity animated 
Hyrcanus to make a vigorous afflaulr; but obferving 

that, in proportion to the force he exerted for re- 

ducing theforc, additional cruelty was exercifed upon ,, 

his mother, and his defire of revenge yielding to {Es ,, 
filial cendernefs, the fiege was protraéted till the com defign on 
ing on of the fabbatical year, wherein the Jews were the coming 
obliged to reft; fo thar Prolemy, .by thefe means, be-: vee ar cell 
ing delivered from the war and the fiege, after put- 

ting to death the mother and brothers of Hyrcanus, 
withdrew to the tyrant Zeno, furnamed Cotyla, who, 

at that time, had ufurpedto himielf the city of Phila- 
delphia. ; ; ; 


CHA-P.. XVI. . 


\ Antiochus makes war againft Hyrcanus, who afterwards 


enters into aleague witb him. SAutiochusis defeated 
and flain, and fucceeded on the throne of Syria by bis 
brother Demeirius. : 


; Ae ftimulated by the difappoint- 


ments and difgrace formerly brought on him by 
Simon, the father of Hyrcanus, made an inroad into 
Judaea, in the fourth yéar of his reign, the firft of 
the government of Hyrcanus, and the hundred and 
fixty fecond olympiad. Having firft ravaged the , . 
country, he drove yrcanus into the city itfelf, di- rae ea ae 
viding his army into feven bodies round about it, rufatem. 
The fiege was carried on with great refolution, and 


‘the defence of the place gallantly fupported for fome 


time. The camp was for fome time diftreffed for 

want of water; but that.defeét_ was at length plenti- 

fully fupplied by a great fall.ofrain. Upon a gene- 

ral furvey, they. found the town moft acceffible upon 

the north fide, and therefore directed their force 
principally to. that quarter, raifingan hundred turrets, 

of three ftories high, which were lined with foldiers 

to carry on the attack. : They: had likewifé drawn a 
double circumvallation, of great length and depth, 

to cut off the means of-communication, and relief. 

But this did not intimidate the defendants from mak- 

ihg frequent fallies, and doing execution, when they 

found the affailants off their guard. _ If, indeed,.they 

found them ina pofture to receive them, they could- 

make good their retreat at pleafure. . Hyrcanus, dif; 
cerning the inconvenience of retaining in,the town Hyxane 
many ufelefs people, turned fuch out, having.taken who were 


. care to feparate thofe that were fit to bear.arms; {fo net ableto 


that between Antiochus, on the one hand, who ftop. ** =" 


ped them from going farther, and: yrcanus, on the 
other, who would. not fuffer them to go back,ithe- 
poor wretches wandered about.the walls, till. many of 
them perifhedfor want. u:.°.° Ee 





mies and Jewith apoftates, and their friendfhip courted by all 


-the nations about them, even-by the Romans and Lacedemoni- 


ans. He obferves farther, thac this Simon was no lefs zealous 
for the-tervice of God, in extirpating apoftacy, fupertftition, 
idoJatry, and every thing elfe that ivas contrary to the laws of 
God : that he was a great protector of the true Ifraelites, anda 
friend to the poor; and that he reflored the fervice of the temple 
toitsantient {plendor. It is not, therefore, to be wondered. at, 
that the’ Jewifh Sanhedrim fhould think no dignity or-honour, 
while hé lived, nor no griefor lamentation, when he was dead, 
too great for a man of juch diflinguifhed merit. on 


Ir 
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; the courfe of fix months, with fome difficulty, he 
‘took Medaba, and after that Semega,’ and other ad. 
jacent places. He then made himfelf matter of Sj- 
chem and Garizim, with the land of the Churhires 
where iteod the temple which, by permifiion of Alex. 
ander, was built, aiter the model ot thatat Jerujalem, 
by Sanballat, one of his governors, to gratity his 
fon-in-law, Manaffes, brother of Jaddus, the high- 
prieft, as we have already related. This temple was 
deferted two hundred years after it was built. 

Fiyrcanus alio took feveral ftrong places in Idy. Overna 
maza,as Adora and Mariffa, and, at length, when he cee 
had tubdued the whole province, iffued a proclama. the intus, 
Uion.for all perfons to depart the land who would “sto. 
noi fubmit to circumcifion; fo thar, rather chan aban. oat 
don their native country, che inhabitants not only: the Jews, 
complied in che point of circumcifion, but in con- 
tormity to all other rites and ceremonies of the jews, 
infomuch, that they were reckoned in common with 
that nation: 

Hyrcanus, being now aboutro renew a league with 
the Romans, tentanembaffy to the fenate with letters 
upon that jubject. The tetters being read and de. 
bated, a league was concluded uponaccording to the 


tollowing torm: 


“Ye fo fell out that it was now the feaft of taberna- 
¢les; fo that thole who were within the town com- 
miferated their condition, and received them again. 
Upon chis occafion the inhabitants addrefied them-. 
felves to Antiochus only to grant a truce tor feven 

Tatunce of days in honour of the folemnity, with which, from a. 
tepicty °F confcientious motive, he immediately complied. Nor 
* did he only gratify them in their requeft, but iéent 
them fumptuous prefents for facrifices, fuch as bulls 
with gilded horns, cups of gold and filver, reple-: 
nifhed with coftly pertumes, and, in fine, treated them 
in a manner wholly the reverfe to that of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, who, when he had taken che city, lacri- 
ficed {wine upon the altar, and committed other abo- 
minable prophanations, in contempt of the religion, 
laws, and ceremonies of the Jews, which was the 
: caufe of an irreconcileable animofity “between that 
Teits called prince and our nation; whereas the prefent Antiochus 
the Pious, ODtained the furname of * the Pious,” in token of 
the reverence he had for the facred rites of religion. 
Hyrcanus ,  Edyrcanus was induced, by this inftanceot the king’s 
folicits pr- Candour and moderation, to folicit him, byanembatly 
Re java on behalf ot the Jews, forthe liberty of living one with 
“another, according to the laws and cuttoms of their 
* own country. “The higher clafs of his subjects were 
-for'the extirpation of the Jews, as people who af- 
tected to be more holy . than their neighbours, and 
prized themlelves of a fingularity of manners from 
_ the reftof mankind. But the king, conceiving this 
peculiarity in their favour, could not be perluaded 
to rigorous meafures; but, on the contrary, fent word 
back to Hyrcanus, that, upon condition the befieged 
would deliver up their arms, undertake to pay tri- 
bute for Joppa,: and the.-reft of the cities about Ju- 
daa, and receive a garrifon into the town of his 2p- 
pointment, he’ was ready to putan end to the war. 
‘The Jews agreed to all the terms, burt that of re- 
ceiving the garrifon, from a religious-fcruple of in-, 
Antiochus t¢?Mixing with ftrangers; and therefore propofed, as 
aecedesto. @ COMpOlition for that article, te give the king hoita- 
termsof Ses for the performance of covenunts, and five hun- 
wcommo- | dred talents over and above. The king accepted, the 
cnievinte. Propofal; three hundred talents were depofited in part, 
ateague and. the brother of Hyrcanus fent as one of the hof- 
withthe ~~ tages. Upon the finifhing of the treaty, Antiochus 
Jae railed the fiege and departed. t Ee a 
Hyreanus || Edyrcanus after this cauifed the fepulchre of David 
opens the tO beopened, who excelled all other princes in opu- 
monument lence, and took out of. it three thouland talents for 
of Pail, his own ufe. With this.fum he railed mercenary 
: troops, being the firft- of che nation thatever enter- 
tained.an, army of ftrangers.. He then ratified the 
Accompa- league’of friendfhip with Antiochus, invited him to 
nics Antioe a'{plendid-‘entertainment in the city, and accompa- 
cue nied ‘him: wich his auxiliaries;to the Parthian war, as 
war, We -havetit from the authority of Nicolaus of Damat- 
cus; who'writes to the*following purport: ; 

' * Antiochus, upon the routing of Indates, the 

** Parthian: general, ereéted:a triumphal arch upon 

Tettimony “S the bank of the river Lycus, where he refted two 

af Nicolaus “S.days at the requeft of Hyrcanus, a-Jew, being juft 

erDamafeus > ar the cime ot one of their feftivals, upon which 

**.day-he made a confcience of travelling.”? The ac- 

count ‘of the hiftorian ‘is certainly authentic in this 

particular; for the feaft of Pentecoft fel] our, at that 

time, to -be juft the next day after the fabbath; and 

it-1s -uhlawrul for us:to travel upon either of theie 
twodays.. 6 5 2). fe 

oes - Antiochus at length.‘came to an engagement with 

Antiochus A’rfaces, king of Parthia; in which he Joft both his 












‘* Fanius, the fon of Marcus Praetor, called a fenate pecretct 

. in the field of Mars, on the eighth of the ides of the Ronn 

* February. Pretenc Lucius Manltus, the fon of Lu- nou 

“© cius Mentina, and Caius Sempronius, the fon of ken 7 
* Caius Falerna, upon, the bufinefs of the embafly 
‘Sof Simon, the fon of Dofitheus, Apollonius, the 
° fon of Alexander, and Diodorus, the fon ot Jafon, 
“* perfons ‘of rank and probity, and deputed by the 
“nation of the Jews to-treat about an alliance,.and 
* other public matters, with the fénate ot Rome. Be 
“* it therctore agreed upon, that Joppa and the ports, 
** Gazara with the fountains, and other places that 
“had been taken away by Antiochus, contrary to a 
** decree of the fenate, be all reftored; and the king’s 
“* foldiers not to pais through that, or any other part 
‘© of che Roman territories, without permiffion, That 
‘© whatever had been done by Antiochus, in the late 
* war, bedeclared void ; and commiffioners appointed 
S* to take an eftimate of what the people had iuffered 
** in their lands and goods by his depredations, and 

“to fee reparation made for allloffes.?..-- : | 


A) 







Upon thefe conditions the fenatesvas pleafed to ac- 
cept of the propofals that were prefented-them by 
thefe honourable perions in the nanie of their good 
triends and allies the people of the. Jews: | With rez 
{pect to the recurning an an{wer in form, ‘they faid it 
fhoyld be done at their firit leifure,-and care taken 
that ho.injury fhould be offered themvin future. ; Fa, . 
nius had orders likewife to furnifh the ambaffadors 
with money; out of the public treafury, to defray the 
expences of their return home, which he accordingly 
did, with recommendatory letters to all governors 
and officers in their way, for the Jecurity and: accom: 
modation of their paffage. Aiea tind arta te 

While the aflairs of the Jews, under the conduct.of 
Hyrcanus, went on inthis Hourifhing condition, there 
was no want of dilpofition in Demetriusto urge him 
to hoftilities,. provided: he could have relied-om being Pree’, 
aided in his defigh. But he behaved in-So.tyrannical (, hspez# 
a-manner, and purfued juch wicked-courfes; -that -he 
became univerfally. detefted by his people;- who, juni- 
fing in a confpiracy againft him, fenc. meHengers: to 
Prolemy Phyicon, king of Egypt, requefting. that 


favis en army.and. his lifes: His brother, Demetrius; fucceed- he would jend theni a defcendant ot the houfe of Se- 

Arfaces. ed to the kingdom. of Syria, through favour of Ar- || leucus, whom they would immediately inveft.with | 
faces, who freed him from captivity..at! the fame the. fovereignty. . Prolemy, who was no friend .to . + 
time that Antiochus invaded his dominions of Var- Demetrius, readily complied. with the requelt ae 


thial 


Syfians; to whom he fenrAlenandér; firnamed Ze- 
SPs : Lath ao net bina, attended by. a very confiderable army. In con- 
CHAP. -XVIL. - : fequence.of this a deiperate battle took place, i 
: ors . és eS which Demetrius being totally defeated, he fled to 
Hyrcanus makes an.expedition againft Syria. Forms a \| Prolemais, where his. wife Cleopacra.:then refided; 
C not doubring but to find ‘protection. + In‘this; how- 


“hew alttance with the Romais. Thé death of Deme- | find ‘prot : J : 
metrius. Succefion and fate of Alexander. ~ ever, he foon found himfelf mittaken; for, on his Aha Jae al 
° : : ; rival, he was denied entrance into the city, fo that C ecaitt 
Hyreanus PON the death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus betook himfelf for refuge to Tyre, where, falling IMO siesasde 
aa - _ marched immediately with his army into Syria, the hands of his enemies, they firtt made him 3 pre Lebias- 
; prefuming, as te atterwards proved, that he fhould foner, andthen puthim to death. idee 
find the.couatry in a deferted, defencelets ttate. In Alexander Zebina being now poffeffed of the Gar 
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dom of Syria, entered into a league with Hyrca-_ 


Hyrcanusy 


tends to & 
intereit of 
hiscouatry- 5m the Macedonians, nor had he the leaft concern 


Fyreanus 
makes an” 
expedition 

B xcaint Sas 


The blecks nats; and gave the conduct 


ade occas , 


forsane’ fons, Antigonus and Ariftobulus. 


e high-prieft, who was engaged, jome time 
ee a oa with Antiochus Grypus, the fon.of 
Demetrius; and a battle enfuing, Alexander was 
flain. Antiochus, by this means, obtained the king- 
dom of Syria; but was intimidated from making 
war upon. the Jews, upon hearing that Antiochus 
Cyzicenus; his brozher, was, at that time, raifing an 
army againit him in the town of Cyzycus. Indeed, 
he was fully employed in making preparations to 
fiftain the repeated attacks from this brother; who 
took his furname from the name of the place where 
he had his education. Antiochus Cyzicenus was 
the fon of Antiochus Soter, who was detained pri- 
foner by the Parthians. Cleopatra, as before ob- 


During the feryed, had been wife to the two brothers, Deme- 


coatentions 


rye rival tris and Antiochus. 


. Upon the coming of Antio- 
chus Cyzicenus into Syria, a perpetual animofity 
prevailed between the brothers, fo, that Hyrcanus en- 
he Joyed an uninterrupted tranquillity; for, after, the 
death of Antiochus, he detached himfelf entirely 


with them, either as anally orafubject. In the days 
of Alexander Zebina his affairs were in a profperous 
ftate; but more fo in’ thé reign of the two brothers 
for, while they were annoying and harrafing each 
other with perpetual hoftilities, Hyrcanus had full 
poffeffion of Judaea, and an opportunity of finding 
an inettimable mafs of treafure. His attention, in 
a word, was devoted to the promotion of the incereit 
of his country, regardlefs of, and defpiling, the 
altercations, broils, and contentions, of the rival 
brothers. : 


CHAP. XVII: ° 


During the couteft between the rival brothers, Antio- 
chus Grypus aud Antiochus Cyzicenus, Hyrcanus 
takes and utterly demolifoes Samaria. 
taches himfelf to: the sett of the Sadducees, 
quifbes that of the Pharifees. His death. 


N_confequence. of thefe difturbances in Syria, 


and relin- 


> 


the ftrong city of Samaria, now called Sebatte, 
fince it was rebuilt, by Herod, of which we fhall 
{peak in due time, and. place. He was fo incenfed 
eee the Samarians, for the indignities they had 
offered the people of Mariffa, (a colony of the Jews, 
and confederate with them),-that he. determined to 
attack the place with the utmoft vigour. Upon fit: 
ting down before it, he begirt the town with a large 
ditch, and a double wall, of cighty furlongs coni- 

of the fiege to his two 
I T hough they 
were both young, they profecuted the-undertaking 
with the judgment of experienced warriors, and_ di!- 
played the-greateft courage and magnanimity; info- 
much that the befieged were fo prefied for want of 
provifions as to be reduced to the neceffity of eating 
carrion. In this diftreffed fituation they applied for 
relief to Antiochus Cyzicenus, who came with ‘the 
utmoft hafté -at- their requeft, but being routed by 
Ariftobulus, and purfued by the. brothers as far as 
Scythopolis, he with great difficulty efcaped being 
taken. . : 


The brothers then returned to Samaria, and 
orcing the people into the town again, renewed 
the fiege, which caufed them to repeat their appli- 
cations to Antiochus, who prevailed with Pto- 
jemy, furnamed Lathurus, for a fupply of Gx thou- 
fand men; but fo much again{ft the confent of his 
mother, as to endanger the: lofs of his kingdom. 
With thefe Egyptian auxiliaries Antiochus over- 
ran and ravaged the whole country of Hyrcanus, 
he not having, at that time, a body of forces fuffi- 
cient to cope with him. His grand point in view 


was to divert Hyrcanus from the profecution of | 


the fiege. However, through furprizes, defertions, 

ae other, cafualties, he found his party, in a-fhort 

ra eo aminifhed, that he committed the conduct 

t the Jewith war to his generals, Callimander and 

nae ene retired himfelf to Tripoli. Calli- 

hander, x mere courage-than conduct, ventured 
. 28, mba aie 


¥ 


‘ to the greateit diitreffes, ic was furrendered to H 
- canus, who gave orders for its total demolition; af- 


Hyrcanits at~ 


Hyrcanus marched at thé head of an-army to - 
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on_arafh encounter, was immediately routed, and 
loft his life. Enpicrates,from a principal of avarice, 
betrayed Scythopolis, and feveral adjacent towns; for 
money, to the Jews;:fothae all hopes of relieving 
Samaria were cut off. At length, after a fiege of a 
year’s continuance, which fubjeéted the inhabitants 
yl> 


ter which hecaufed trenches to be dugin various parts 
acrofs the ground where it ftood, that it might not 
be afterwards rebuilt. There prevailed a itrange, 
if not incredible; report, that, upon the day of the 
batrle which the fons of Hyrcanus had with Antio- 


205 


Samaria is 
taken and 
entirely dee 
ftroytde 


chus Cyzicenus, it was revealed to him, as he was - 


alone in the temple, in a fupernatura}] manner, thac 
his fons fhould obtain the victory. This he not 
only declared immediately to the multitude on his 

cones out of the temple, bur it was foon literally 
ulfilled. : 


The affairs of the Jewifh_ nation were now in a 
flourifhing ftate, not only in Jerufalem and through. 
out Judza, bur in Alexandna, Egypt; and Cyprus: 
for queen Cleopatra, being at variance with her fon 
Prolemy, delegated the command of her troops to 
Chelcias and Ananias, the fons of that Onias who 
erected thetemple in the territory of Heliopolis, ac- 
cording to the model of that ar Jerufalem, as before 
obferved. ‘Ihefé two perfons were the queeh’s chief 
counfellors, according to the atteftation of Strabo; 
the Cappadocian, who writes, that ** Great num- 

2 bers of thofe that either came formerly with us to 
= Cyprus, or’ were fent thither afterwards by Cleo- 
patra, immediately quitted the intereft of thequeen, 
and went-over to Ptolemy; only the Jews, that 
were of the parry of Onias, ftood firm, from the 
reverence they paid the queen on account of the 
refpect fhe fhewed'to Chelcias and Ananias, their 
friends and countrymen.” 


The profperous {tate of affairs; however; drew upon 
Hyrcanus, in a great meafure, the envy of the Jews, 
and particulary the Pharifees, a prevailing fect 
amongft them. | The authority of thefe people was fo 
great, from their pretence to extraordinary itrictnefs 
in religion, that they obtained the moft diftinguifh- 
ed reputation and intereft amongft the multitude, 
whofe conduct they could direct even in oppofition 
to the fentiments of the high-prieft, and the heads 
of the nations Hyrcanus, having been educated 
among this fect, and being fearful leatt their popu- 
larity might, in time, produce fome difagreeable con- 
fequences, ufed various means to gain their efteem. 
Among other meafures to effect this,. he one day in- 
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- vited feveral of their leading men toa {plendid enter- 


tainment, and, when his hojpitality had caufed a cir- 
culation of good humour, he arofe from his feat, and. 
thus addrefled them: “* Since, my good friends, I 


Vrofperous 
condition a! 
the Jews. 


Tehimony 
of Strabo, 


Hyreanus 
incurs the 
hatredofthe 
Pharifces. 


‘© profefs your pririciples, it is fcarcely neceffary to . 


n 


© obferve, that my moft fanguine wifh is to render 
%¢ myfelf acceptable to the Almighty by obferving 
© ttridjuftice tomy neighbour. IfI have violated 
“¢ my duty, it is your bufinefs to admonifh me; and it 
© fhall be mineto effect a reformation in my conduct.”*, 


As foon as Hyrcanus ‘had finifhed this addrefs, 
the majority of the company gave him due applauie, 
as a brave man, and worthy governor, But one of 
the guefts, named Eleazar, a man_ of a malignant 


ry 


. difpofition, who had been hitherto filent, now arofe, 


and deliberately addreffled Hlyrcanus as follows: 
*¢ Having declared yourfelf an advocate for truth 
“< and plain dealing, you cannot be offended if I 
© recommend a relignation of the high prieithood, 
© and that you apply yourfelf only tothe difcharge 
“ of your authority.” Surprized at this, Flyrcanus 
afked Eleazar what reafon he had for giving him 
fuch advice. ‘“* Becaufe (replied tlie other) we are 
¢ affured, from authentic teftimony, that, in the days 
© of Antiochus Epiphanes, your mother wasa cap- 
“¢ tive taken in the wars, and being therefore che fon 


ane 


. 


' « of aftrange woman, you-are incapable of the of- 


“© fice and dignity of high-prieft.”’ 


As this allegation was known to be totally void 
of truth, the_company refented it with juit indig- 
nation; and yen himfelf was fo exaiperated, 


thar. 


Sareaftic 
addrefs of 
Eleazar to 
ryrcanugg 








that, he vowed revenge againft_the perfon who had 
Jonathan, a uttered fo bafe a calumny. While he was in this 
Sadducee,  difpofition, one Jonathan, ah intimate friend of his, 
Yivicanus (but a zealous Sadducee), took the opportunity of 
again the ¢ndeavouring to prejudice Hyrcanus againit~ the 
Pharifees. whole fect of the Pharifees. ‘To this end he fug- 
‘ gelted to him, that it was not the fingle act of Elea-- 
: zar, but a thing concerted. by the-whole party; that. 
Eleazar, in {peaking it out, delivered the tentiments 
of the reft,; and thar the truth of his obfervation. 
would be confirmed, on demanding what punifhment 
was due toa man ‘who had uttered fo icandalous a 
‘deramation of the charaéter of the prince and high- 
pricft of his nation, ; 
., Hyréinus tools the advice of his friend Jona: ” 
than, and -conlulting the leaders of the Vharileds 
whac punifhment fhould be inflicted on the ‘calum- 
“niator, they returned for aniwer, “¢ ‘That, being a 
** people inclined to mercy, they did not adjudge 
“* defamation to be an offence delerving death; and 
““ thar they were of opinion, imprifonmenr .and 
* {courging would be fufficient penalty.” This 
antwer fully convinced Ityrcanus that what, Jo- 
nathan had luggetted was true; and, from that’very 
Nyreanns MOMent, he beeame a mortal enemy to the whole 
renounces 1e€t of the Pharifees, abrogated their traditional 
- thedee-  con{titutions, and enjoined ‘a penalty on all who 
read fhould obferve them; at the fame time renouncing 
and adopts their party, and going over to thatof the Sadducces. 
thofe ofthe This was the fource of that difrepute in which’ 
Sadduecess he and his fons were afterwards held by the mul- 
titude, as will appear in due order of time and 
place. 
: - It is here proper to obferve, that the Pharifees 
: had many traditions handed down from. father to 
The point fon; which are not to be found amongit the laws of 
reise Moles; and that thefe trantaétions are rejected by 
fect of Pha- the Sadducces, from a periuafiom that only the writ- 
/Hifeesand ten laws are authoritative and binding. ‘This, 
+ Sddverss- then, is the grand fubjeét of controverly between 
. the two partics; the Sadducees being fupported by 
- ~° the great and opulent, and the Pharilees by the mul- 


ticude. a betes 


Hyrcanus, having adjufted ‘the ‘late diffention, 
enjoyed the remaining part of his life in ‘uninter- 
rupted peace and happinefs. After’ holding the. ad- 

- miniftration of all public affairs, both civil aiid ec- 
clefiaftical, for the ipace of thirty-one years, he paid 
the debt of nature, and left. behind Him five fons. 

Feath and He was efteemed by the wife difpofer of all events, 
Hyreanus, and giver of all good gifts, worthy of three eminent 

: ignities; the civil government of the Jews, the 
high priefthood, and the fpirit of prophecy; which 

Jatt appeared from a Divine revelation, that his two 

eldeft fons fhould not long-enjoy the government 

after the death of their tather; and his prediction 


a was verified in the event. 


Hyrcanus was a moft excellent governor, and, 
from his prudent conduct, obtained more privileges 
for the Jews than they hadever enjoyed fince the 

a Babylonith captivity. He was aman of the itricteft 
probity, and adminiftered juftice with fuch impar- 
tiality, as to acquire the general efteem of the people; 
fo that he lived refpected, and died lamented. 






CHAP. XIX. - 


Avifichulus, the cideft fon and fucceffor of Hyrcanus, af- 
ter exercifing the wioft berrid and unnatural barbari- 
ties, and perpetrating the murders of bis mother and 
brother intigontus, expires in all the horrors of coii- 
Jeience, having reigned only one year. 


: N the death of Hyrcanus, his eldeft fon, Arif- 
Aridebulus QF tobulus, fucceeded him, and determining to 
himthetide change the form of government, put a crown on his 
andautho- head, and affumed the title and dignity of king. 
ry of king. “This happened 481 years and three months after the 

return of the Jews from the captivity of Babylon. 
Ariftobulus, though naturally of a cruel, fulpicious 
difpofition, protefied, on his acceffion, fo particular 
a regard tor his next brother, Antigonus, that he 
admitted him as a kind of partner in the govern- | 
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ment; but his mother, whom he confidered as a 
‘kind of rival in the jovercignty, (Hyrcanus having His evs 
left her all‘he ‘could peffibly confer), he ordeied tewin 
into clofe confinement,.and configned his three rrother aed 
younger brothers to the fame-fate. “Fis cruelty, in pase 
thort, was io horrid and unnatural, that he caufed : 
his mother to be ftarved to deathin her confinementr;. 

and atterwards facrificed the lite of his favourite . 
brother, upon malignant and groundlefs infinua. 
tions. {t was, indeed, fome time before he would 
credit thofe malicious reports, through the affedtion 

he bore for Antigonus, and a fufpicion he enter. 
tained, that they arofe.trom enyy and malevolence, 
Antigcnus, returning from an expedition, on which 

he had been fene by his brother, juit upon che {o- 
lemnity of the feaft of tabernacles, und hearing thar 
Ariftobulus was dangeroufly indifpofed, went up ro 

the temple, attended by his guards in great itate, in 

order tu offer. up prayers tor ché reftoration of his 
brother’s health, os 


This being made known to the enemies’ of An- 
tigonus, they immediately repaired'ro the king, tel- Antigens 
ling him it was high time to lock to himtelt; char &* 
his brother was gone up to the temple, ina drefs, and no, 
with a retinue, tar from becoming a private man; 
and that, in all probability, ic would not be long 
before he would come with a troép of armed foldiers, 
and, by dint of force, diveft him of his crown. 
Ariftobulus did not give credit to all that was 
reported concerning his brother; - but yet fuppo- 
fing there might be.{orne foundation for a part, 
he adopted fuch ‘meafures ‘for providing for _ his 
fafety, as he thought might elude fufpicion ‘of his 
being apprehenfive of danger. As a‘neceflary pre- 
caution, therefore, lie fent a meffenger to his bro- 
ther, with orders that he fhould put of his armour, 
and come to him; concluding, chai purfuant to 
his requifition, he came unarmed, there-was no nvif- 
chief intended; but that if he did otherwife, there 
might be fome truth .in what had-been faid. Be- 
fore he difpatched the mefienger to Antigonus, he 
ardered his guards to be placed in a fubterrancous 
paffage. that led from the. palace to the temple, to 
watch his brother: in his paffage; and.if-he came . 
without arms, to fuffer him to pais unmolefted; but 
if otherwile, inftantly.to,put him: todeath. ~But the Tee 
queen,. and the reft of the confpirators, .campered pal 
with the meflenger, and: prevailed, with. -him*to tel] asia 
Antigonus, on the.contrary, that the-king;, being in- 
formed of his having an. elegant fuit-of armour, was 
defirous of feeing -it,.and therefore:required that he 
would come. to Tin fully equipped in: his martial 
attire. Antigonus, depending on: the good faith, of 
his brother,. and fufpecting no treachery, immedi--_ 
ately left. the temple, .compleatly armed, as the mef- 
fenger.found him, in obedience (as .he thought) to 
the king’s commands. Upon his*coming-to a place 
called the Tower of Straton, the guards, which were 
‘pofted there to watch him in his. paffage,. fell-on pest 
him, and puthim to death.. ‘Thisidifafter may fut- 
fice to fhew the power of calumny: onthe, human 
“mind, and prove that good difpofitions may be; cor- 
tupted by its infernal fuggelitions. . But the moft 
extraordinary circumftance that attended. ic was the 
prediction of one Judas; a famous prophet of thole 
urhes, whoie prefages never failed. This Judas, 
as he faw Antigonus coming to the temple, ‘exclaim. 
ed among his difciples, that ‘he ‘was now ‘weary 0 
his lite; tor Antigonus;‘ whofe death he'had pre: rt 
lage’ upon, that very: day at Straton’s ‘Tower, WAS jixeé 
yet alive, the place being fix hundied furlongs off, ju 
and thé day more ‘than half {penr; fo ‘that he had 
loft his reputation of a prophet for ever. ¢ While he 
was in this ftate of perplexity, the news arrived of 
‘Antigonus being Main in a fubtetraneous pafiage 
under the tower.” This was called’Straton’s owe! 
as well as that upon the coatt, whiclr was afterwants 
known by the name of Cefarea; ‘and’ this event fully 
reconciled the mind of.the prophet. i 

When Ariftobulus ‘heard that his:commands ye 5 
executed.in the death .of his- brother, he was feizee ar 
with a confcientious. remorfe:, The. horrors of O 
mind increafed the, diftemper ef hig,body, 40 ie 
great were both, that, he could findmo eaic for't 
one, nor any Cure for the other. “Ua At 
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ANTIQUITIES of tHe JEWS: 
Zoilus watched an-opportunity for making an ad- 


vantage of thefe divifions, and fent the inhabitants 
of Prolemais fome occafional affiftance. 


_ The befieged, in fine, had no hopes of relief, but 

from Egypr; and their principal dependance Was rhe seopte 
upoh Prolemy Lathurus, who; having been com- of Prole- 
pelled to evacuate his kingdom by his mother Cleo- mais apply 
patra, had retired to Cyprus, They accordingly to protemy 
dent ambaffadors to Prolemy, requeiting his affift- Lathurus.” ~ 
ance againft Alexander; at the fame time afuring 
him, thefe was every reafon to believe the inhabi- 

tants both of Gaza and Prolemais would déclare in 
‘his favour on his entering.Syria; ‘and that he would 


Boox XII: ee) 
Atiength, his agonies increafing; he fell into a . 
violent vomiting of blood. As one of ihe fervants 
was conveying fome of the blocd away in a vefiel, 
he fpilc a part_of it on the ba {pot where Antigo- 
nus had been fain, and where the, ftains of Ris blood - 
were {till to be perceived, The fpectators, imagin- 
ing this to be the effect of defign, 10 loudly expreiied 
their furprize as to be overheard by the king, who 
inftantly enquired the caufe. But as he became 
anxious to be informed, the peckle about him were 
the more defirous of concealing it. IHowever, by 
the force of threats and entreaties, he at length pre- 
vailed on them ‘to tell hini; but his defire was no 


fooner complied with, than ihedding abundance of 
tears, and fetching a deep figh, he broke into the 
following exclamation. 

“ The all-feeing Power hath deteéted my_ini- 
“ guity, and my brother’s murder hath called down 
‘© the vengeance of heaven upon me. How ‘long 


be fupported by Zoilus, the Sidonians, and other 
neighbouring people. The king was fo elated with 
theie affurances, that he fent word, by the ambafla- 
dors, he would immediately comply with their_re- 
gust, and. accordingly gave orders for all poffible 

upacch to be madein the equipment of a feet for, 


this enterprize. 


While this bufinefs was executing, one Demzne- 
tus, aman of conliderable intereft with the citizéns 


anicbulus 66 fall E hold chat life which is forfeited to the blood 
espitssits  ¢ Of a mother and a brother? Rather, why do. 
amy ce nog expire on a fudden, than thus yield my life 






teiling his Ca c 
ime. , * drop by drop, as if the Jevereft punifhmenc was 
“ inadequate to my guilt?” Wich: thefe words he 

gave up the ghoft; having ‘governed only one year, 
under the furname of Phifellen, that is to fay, a 
Lover of the Greeks. ‘He did his country fome 
fervices, made-war upon Ituraza, and annexed a con- 
fiderable part of it to the terricory of Judaea, com- 
elling the people, upon jain of banifhmenr, to 
five in conformity. to the religious rites and cufloms 
of the Jews. His character is thus briefly defcribed 


by Strabo, in the name of Timagenes: ‘* He was , 


*’a man_of candour, and, spay rele. a friend 
“to the Jews; for he enlarged their jurifdiction by 
“ annexing ‘to it Iruraza, uniting the people alfo with. 


“¢ onecommon bond of circumcifion.” 
CHAP. XxX. 


Alexander, ‘on his acceffion- to the throne, befieges Ptole- 
mais. Quits the fiege, and carries ona public plan, 


with refpedi to an affeticd attachment 10 the interefts | 
Yeopatra and Proleniy. Ptolemy invefts Pio- 


both @ 
lemais, and takes the city of Affochis by afjault.- 


sakes te A RISTOBULUS. was fucceeded on the throne 
: by- his brather, Alexander Janngus, who had 





reign; but, on the deceatfe of Ariftobulus, his wife, 
Salome, (by the Greeks called Alexandra), releafed 
him and his two brothers from confinement, and ad- 
vanced Alexander, being the eldelt, to the regal dig- 
nity. It was.the_misfortune of Alexander to incur 
his father’s averfion almoft as foon as he was born; 
which was imputed to the following caufe. Hlyrca: 
nus had a vifion oné- night, from which-he obtained 
information; upon enquiry, that Alexander. fhould 
fucceed him in his government; and the information 
was conveyed by,a lively reprefentation of the igure 
of his fucceffor. Ariftobulus and Antigonus, being 
his favourites, and Hyreanus finding that neither 
of them was defigned by this figure, he applied it.to 
Alexander,’ under the double mortification both of 
his crown. and. his fortune.falling to a younger fon. 


tion into. Galilee; buc the-event, however, anfwered 


-Ariftobulus, entered. upon the adminiftration, and 
taking off one-of his.brothers that would have {up- 
planted’ him, treated. the other with great honour, 


though in the contented ftate.ofa- private life. 


AAs foon as Alexander had fettled_ the’affairs of 
ftate, he marched with dn army ‘to Ptolemais;, and 
meeting with the enemy, a defperate battle énfued, 
in which Alexander proved victorious, beat the 
Br enemy into the town, and then fhut them up in it. 
pint Ptoe There was only this place and Gaza, of all the fea- 

# coaft towns, that ftood_ our, - ; 
Tower of Straton, which was in the hands-of Zoilus. 
Antiochus Philometor, and his brother, Antiochus 
5 yzicenus, were fo wafted with the war; in which 
Siey were engaged with each other, chat the'people 


4 


‘6 
“6 


been kept:in prifon.during the whole of the late- 


Alexander, upon this atcounr, was fent for educa- .| 


the prediétion for. Alexander, upon the death of ° 


befide -Dora‘and the - 


of Ptolemais could expeét no relief from ‘ither. - 


of Prolemais, reflecting, chat the fteps they had taken 
might be produétive of -ill confequences, affembled 
the people, whom he addreffed to this effect: ‘ 


“© The point in queftion (faid he) is, whether it. 
will be moft eligible to abide’ the event of the 
war, or to accept of the.relief we have, requefled: Demanetus 


a 


< 
© 
‘ 


an 


for, if we put ourfelves under the protection ‘of Ye people 

Proleiny, inevitable flavery muit be the confe- from treats 

quence.’ Danger ‘is alfo. greatly to be apprehended ing with 

from Egypt; for it is not to be imagined that “°° 

Cleopatra will remain inactive, while Ptolemy is 

. preparing for war. She will fend a powerful army 

“© to purfue and attack hin. unprepared. Belides, 

** the queen is determined to drive him out. of 

**.Cyprus; and when the finds him engaged in 

** ftrengthening his intereft with the néighbouring: 

“© provinceés, fhe will feize the opportunity to effect 

‘Sher purpofe. To give che argument. another 

** turn, Jet-us fuppofe.that Prolemy will be driven 

** back..to Cyprus;°we .fhall chen be left without 
fuccour, and he will- have dangers to encounter 

that he may not at prefent apprehend.” 


This addrefs. deftroyed the hopes that had been 
enfertained by the people of the tuccefs of their em- 
baffy, and of which Ptolemy. was informed during 
his- paffage: . but, notwithftanding this,’ he re- 
folved to proceed on his voyage, and engage in the 
enterprize to. which: he had been invited. He con- 
tinued his. courfe to Sicamin, where he landed his 
forces, which .confifted of. about thirty thoufand Ptolemy is 
horfe and, foot,. and advanced at the head of then rcpulet by 
tqwards:Prolemais. When he came within fore cans of. 
diftance: of the place, he difpatched_ambaffadors to Ptolemaiss 
inforny them of. his arrival and fituation; -but, to his 
great furprize, they refufed to receive the meflage, 
or hold any intercourfe either. with him or his 
agents. io 

This difappointment -greatly embarraffed Pto. 
lemy,: who, while he was confidering what meafures 
to purfue, received:a meflage from Zoilus, and the 
people of Gaza,-requefting:that he would immedi- 
ately come to their affiftance againit Alexander, who 
was committing great depredations in_their territo- 
ries,. and whofe forces were too powerful for them ta 
fubdue. a ‘ 

This folicitation-was very agreeable to: Ptolemy, . 
who ‘itnmediately marched. his army to their relief; 
‘but Alexander, not thinking it advifeable to hazard 
an engagement with them, withdrew his army, and 
placed them in winter quarters. - But though he had 
raifed the fiege, and withdrawn all his troops, he 
knew_he was unable to cope with Ptolemy, and 
therefore thought of effecting that by policy which 
he could not by force. “To this purpote he entered 
into a treaty with Ptolemy, engaging to pay him 
four hundred talents of filver, on condition that he 
would deliver Zoilus and his territories into his 
hands. : cr 
_ This Peolemy Lathurus agreed to do, and accord-~ 
ingly foon after gor Zoilus into his eothonys: but. 
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Ptolemy in- 
yelts Ptole- 


mais. 
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being informed that, at this very time, Alexander 
was clandcitinely treating with Cleopatra, to bring 
her upon him with all her forces, he looked upon 
the covenant as void, and inftantly laid fiege to_ Pto- 
lemais, where the gates were fhut againft him. Upon 
this he divided his army, leaving one part before the 
town to carry on the fiege, and marched off himfelf 
-with theremainder to lay waftethe country of Judaza. 
Alexander, on the other hand, to counteract the 
defign of Ptolemy, levied an army of his own peo- 


ple, (fome fay of fifty, and others of eighty, thouland - 


men,) and with it advanced againit the enemy; 


‘Takes Affo- while Ptolemy, in the mean time, taking the advan- 


chis. 


tage of a fabbath-day, fell upon Affochis, a city of 
Galilee, and took it by affault, with ten thoufand 
prifoners, and an immenfe booty. S : 


CHAP XXI. 


Ptolemy Lathurus defeats Alexander, who is afterwards 
Joined by Cleopatra. Ptolemy driven out of Egypt. 
Ptolemais taken by affault. A borrid maffacre at 
Gaza. Rebellion of the ‘fews againft Alexander. 


FyAvns fubdued Affochis, Prolemy, elated with 
J fuccefs, made’ an affault upon Sepphoris, a 


Ptolemy is Place not far diftant from that which was deftroyed, 


repulfed at 
. Sepphoris, 


The two 


armiescome behind, to cut off 


toadction, 


The Jews 


aredefeated compelled to fave themfelves by 


Savage 


cruchty of 


Polemy. 


Cleopatra 
makes 


snighty pre= 


but, in this attempt, he was defeated, and fuftained 
great Jofs. He then led his army againft Alexander, 
whom he found in the neighbourhood of Afophus, 
near the river Jordan, and encamped juft over 
againft the enemy. Alexander had in his van eight 
thoufand of thofe they called IHecatontomachi. 
Thefe were all armed with brazen bucklers, as 
- were alfo fome of Prolemy’s men in thg front; 
but. the generality of them not being fo well armed 
as their adverfaries, were rather difinclined to come 
to anengagement. Philoftephanus, however, a man 


of great military {kill and experience, and the chief . 


officer under Prolemy, gave them all poffible: encou- 
ragement, telling them, if they behaved courageoufly, 
there was no doubt of their fuccefs againtt’ the 
enemy. The firft word of command was to pafs 
the river that parted the two armies,;-which Alex- 
ander did not attempt to eppofe, in confidence of 
victory, if he could but engage them with the river 
the retreat. . 
mies met a moft defperate battle enfued, which, for 
’ fome time, was fuitained with great bravery by both 
parties, and with doubtful fuccefs. At length, on 
a body of Ptolemy’s troops giving way, victory 
Jeemed to incline to Alexander; but Philottephanus 
coming to their relief with a feafonable reinforce- 
ment, the Jews were entirely routed, with great 
flaughter. .Some relate that thirty. thoufand ‘men 
were flain in that battle: but, according to Tima- 
genes, in his hiftory, the number amounted to fifty 
thouland, The reit were either taken prifoners, or 
a precipitate 
Hight. 


After this carnage Ptolemy went to fome villages 
belonging to the Jews, and commanded his foldiers 
to murder the women and children, and then put, 


their bodies into veffels of water, which were to be: 


placed over fires. He is faid to have had recourfe 
to this bloddy device in order to ftrike terror into 
thofe who had efcaped by flight, by making them 
think that his army was accultomed to feed on the 
fleth of the enemy. This horrid tranfaction is con- 
firmed_ by the joint teftimony of Strabo, and: Nico- 
lausof Damaicus. The fame forces alfo took Pto- 
Jemais by force. 7 


\ 

Cleopatra now became fo fenfible of the overgrown 
power of her fon, from _the redu@tion of Gaza, and 
the laying waite of Judzea, that fhe thought it ne- 
ceftary to curb his ambition, which might prompt 
him to attempt the invafion of Egypt. “Upon this 
precaution fhe muftered, with the utmof expedition, 


parations to ANG military, conftituting Chelcias and Ananias, 


oppofe Pto- [Two 


- lany. 


Jews, her commanders in chief of the diftiné 
departments. She dent the greateft part of her trea- 
fure, with her Jaft will and tettament, and her grand- 


. confequently the tear, of Ptolemy, made an expedi- into Ces 


When the two ar- || -phia, a fea-coaft town, and Athedon, which was. af- “™ , 


' that they deitroyed a thoufand of their. mén. :Not- 


al] the force fhe could poffibly ‘raife, both naval - 
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children, to the ifle of .Coas, and ordered ‘a powerful 

fleet into Phoenicia to keep that province in awey Bohcees 
while fhe herfelf proceeded to Ptolemais, and being Pw'enz,. 
refufed admittance, laid fiege to the city. : 


Ptolemy receiving intelligencé of: this, quitted 
Syria, and haitened into Egypr, imagining that, ar- 
riving fo unexpectedly, and in the abience ot the 
gueen, he fhould find the country in a defenceleis 
itate,; but he was much difappointed in his expecta- 
tion. At this time Cleopatra had the misfortune to 
loie Chelcias, one of her generals, as he was in'‘purs 
fuic of Ptolemy in Ccoelo-Syria. 


When-Cleopatra heard of Prolemy’s mifcarriage 
in his attempt upon Egypt, -fhe fent a ftrong de«. 
tachment atter him, which drove him out or the 
country, and forced him to return, and take up his 
winter quarters in Gaza; while fhe, in the mean takeing» 
time, took the city and garrifon of Prolemais by ‘af. city ad 
fault. Uponthis Alexander repaired to her ‘wich Bif. 
many valuable prefents, and was kindly received by 
the queen, whoconfidered him as an unhappy prince, 
who, under the perfecution and oppreffion of a com- 
mon enémy, had fled to her for protection. Someof 
her counfellors advifed her to embrace this oppor- the acts 
tunity of feizing both‘on Alexander’ and his domi. avd tite! 
nions:- but this motion was warmly oppofed by °vishad 
Ananias, who reprefented_ to’ her the great danger, jac" 
as well as injuftice, of fuch a_ procedure, which 
would be deemed a violation of the laws of hofpi- 
tality and common faith, as well as incur the ill- 
will of every Jew upon the face of the earth that 
had the intereft of his country at heart. The queen 
was fo pleafed with the plain dealing of Anamias in Clon 
this cafe, that fhe not only forbore every rigour to-. jerrra 
wards Alexander, but entered into a league of Aleusts, 
ewndinip with him.at Scythopolis, a city of ‘Ceelo. 

yria, , ‘ ies 


Alexander, thus delivered from the 


cw, 


| 











. Alexand:t 
power, and ™e 


expeditica 
tion into Coelo-Syria, where, aftér a ten months liege, Si 
he took Gadar, and after that Amathus, a very 
{trong fortrefs belonging to the inhabitants above 
ordan; the place where Theodotus, the fon of : 
eno, in the on of revenge, fell upon the Jews by 
furprize, cut off ten thoutand_ of-their. men, and geq gu: 
took Alexander’s baggage. But this unéxpected fand jes: 
difafter did not divert him from his -defign upon Ra- stot’ 


terwards, by Herod, 
he reduced by force. 


' Ptolemy, by this time, had left Gaza, and retired 
to Cyprus. Cleopatra had alfo returned to- Egypt; ‘ 
fo that Alexander took the occafion of revenging nea 
himfelf upon the people of Gaza, for calling in Pto; gi. 
lemy to their ‘fuccour; and therefore laid fiege to 
the town,.and, at the fame time, harraffed-their coun- 
try. ‘While ‘Alexander was before the place, Apol- 
lodotus; their commander, made adelperate fally, one 
night, with two thoufand mercenaries, andtenthow- 
fand of the citizens, well armed, upon the camp’ of ae 
the Jews. During the night the befieged prevailed, “ras 
upon. an ‘apprehenfion of the enemy; that they, were coe 
attacked by Ptolemy. But when day-light ‘appear- 
ed, and freed them from that’ apprehenfion, the 
Jews rallied, and fo furioufly charged the garrifon, 


called Ageripiades, both which 


withftanding this defeat, the people“of Gaza -were 
determined to encounter all difficulties of number, 
force, nay ine itfelf, rather than’ fubmit to the 
enemy. They were encouraged to perfift in this re- 
folution by Aretas, an Arabian prince, who had pro- 
mifed to' come at the head of a large body-of forces - 
to their affiftance; but, before his arrival. withthe 
fupply, the place was reduced, through the bafe 
treachery of Lyfimachus, brother to,Apollodotus, 
who, envying the credit and efteem he had fojuftly 
acquired by. his defence of the place, firft caule Gut 
him to be flain, and then delivered; up the city,)£0 tata ; 
Alexander. This prince, on his firft entrance, aliect: 
ed a degree of moderation and lenity ;, but the vely 
appearance foon vanifhed; for he turned his foldiers 
loofe among the people, with a commiffion at large, 
to kill, burn, and deftroy at pleafures. fo that the 
moft dreadful fcenes of barbarity: took. place iy 


Book NII. 
can poffibly be conceived. “The inhabitants, finding 
“og they were to have no quarter, flood upon their de- 
- unk fence, and fold their hives at fo dear a rate, that, in 
vide the general carnage, Alexander lott nearly as many 
Jess of his own men as he killed of the enemy. Some 
of the inhabitants fet fire to their own houles, that 
they might not be plundered by theenemy ; and fome 
wenceven 10 far as to lay violent hands upon cheir 
wives and children, chooling rather that they fhould 
die in treedom than live in bondage. The _magi- 
ilracy of the town happened to be in council when 


Age. 
ut 





the number of five hundred, retired to the temple 
of Apollo for fanctuary ; but they were all flaugh- 
tered to aman: the town was facked and levelled; 
and Alexander, after a year {pent betore it, returned 
to Jerutalem. 


During thefe tranfactions fome material revolu- 
hor tions took place in the court of Syria. The firit 
Antiochus ; - 


vs was the death of Antiochus, otherwite called Gry- 
foe is phus, who was affaffinated by the treachery of He- 


tweeeded  raclean, in the torty-fitth year of his life, and nine 
ake and twentieth of his reign. His fon Seleucus, who 







fucceeded him, foon after his acceffion, waged war 
Antiochus with his uncle Antiochus, called C zicenus, whom 
Canenus he defeated in battle, and aiterwarc. put to death. 
stain ‘Atter his deceate his fon Antiochus, furnamed Eu- 
Nisfon debes, being Breatly beloved by the people, was 
aveuges his crowned at Arad, immediately made war upon Se- 
Sine” leucus, deteated, and drove him out of Syria. Se- 
Sdeueus Jeucus fled tor fatety to Cilicia, where, in requital 
tor theinhofpitable reception he met with, he treat- 
ed the inhabitants with the Sreateft tyranny, and 
fubjected them to enormous taxes, jo that, incenied 
thereby to the higheft degree, they fet fire to the 
palace, and he, with his attendants, perifhed in the 


Hames. 


While Antiochus Cyzicenus was in poffeffion of 
the government of Syria, there was another Antio- 
D: chus, the brother of Scleucus, .who waged war 
whten in With him, in which he loft his life and his army. 
the governe After this his brother Philip took the crown, and 
wut ~~ governed part of Syria. Ptolemy Lathurus, upon 
"this, fentfor his fourth brother trom Guidus, called 
Demetrius Eucazrus, and conftituted him, king of 
Damatcus. Antiochus maintained a powerful op- 
ofition to thefe brothers for the time he lived; but, 
eing called to the affittance of Luaodice, queen of 
the Salud ices, he was flain in the field of battle, 
with his {word in his hand, and fell like a man of 
honour. After his death the government of Syria 
defcended to his own brothers, Philip and Deme- 
trius, 


Alexander, on his return to Jerufalem, found 
things in a very different fituation to what he had 
expected; for the people, being incenfed at his con- 

uct, were ripe tor an open rebellion, of which 

Afediion they very foon gave him ample demonttration. It 
snint ~— happened, foon after his return, to be the time for 
Acander, celebrating the featt of tabernacles, during which it 

was a cuit among the Jews to carry in their 
hands branches of citron or palm-trecs, As Alex- 
ander was preparing. to affiit at the folemnity as 
high-prieft, the multitude had the infolence tothrow 
citrons at him, and make ufe of very opprobrious 
language, telling him he was a flave, an unworthy 
to go up to the‘holy altar to offer folemn facri- 


Hee fices. This treatment enraged him to fuch a de- 
populeec are ee that ordering his foldiers to fall upon them, 
Puttodeath, NO de: 


1s than fix thoufand were inttanel put to 
death. After this he cauded the court of a priefts 
to be furrounded withawooden Partition, to prevent 
the people from coming near him while he was of. 

Ciating as high-prie(t; and, ‘to fecure his perfon 


againtt all fucure accempts, he hired mercenaries 


from Pifidia and Cilicia, not daring to truft his 
Own countrymen. 


Having ‘by thefe means, in fome meafure, put a 
op fo the tumults at home, Alexander marched 
Meander With his forces in purfuitof new conqueits, fubdued 
daca aed and laid the Moabites and Galaadites under con- 
nye, bution, and deftroyed Amathus, without the leaft 
oppofition from Theodorus. Fle made war upon 
ed, the king of Arabia, but falling into ambufh 
Hear Gadara, an Galilee, he was forced, bya prefs of 
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theie barbarous troops entered; and the Jenators, to. 


The JEWS, 
camels, into the mouth of a narrow cragey paiiage, 
from whence, with infinite dithculty, he made thie 
to clear hindelt, and Bot fate to Jerulalem. “This 
difatter was followed by alix years rebellion, during 
which Were flain no leis chan Gtt thouiand Jews. 
The king, Wearied with inteftine broie. foughe for 
a reconciliation with his people, and, to that end, 
afked them, upon a public occafion, what conduét 
they could with him to purfue to give them fatis- 
faction, _They replied, with one voice, ** That he 
ould’ cur his own throat;” and thereupon en- 
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them tlain. 


tered into a league of mutual detence with Deme- _ 


trius Euczerus, ing of Damatcus. 


CHAP. XxXIi, 


Demetrius Eucerus overcomes Alexander, and after 
wards retires from the country. Additional infkances 
of the cruelty of Alexander: Demetrius is carried 


Prifoner to Parthia, where he dies. 


DE™ETRIUus, in confequence of this applica- 
tion, marched with a confiderable army.into 
Judza, where, being joined by thac of the Jews, he 
encamped near’ Shechem; the whole number of his 
forces amounting to 3009 horie, and 40,000 foot. 
Alexander marched againft this formidable army 
with fix thoufand foreign mercenaries, and about 
twenty thoufand Jews, who {till maintained their 
allegiance. 
hile the two armies were encamped within fight 
of each other, they both had recourte to the fame 
kind of ftratagem, to take advantage, and increafe 
their ftrength. Demetrius endeavoured to induce 
Alexander’s mercenaries to defert and join him; 
and Alexander was equally folicitous to gain over 
the Jews in the army of Demetrius, but neither 
party was ableto prevail. At length a defperate 
attle took place, which was fupported with great 
courage and refolution for fome time, till victory 
eclared in favour of Demetrius. All the foreign 
troops of Alexander were loft to aman, and died 
valiantly fword in hand. Demetrius alfo fuftained 
greatlois. The grearett part of Alexander’s forces 
were fo miferably broken, that he was obliged to 
fly with them for thelter tothe adjacent mountains; 


where, by a fudden compunction for his misfor. yak 


tunes, near fox thoufand Jews came up to him, and 
joined him. This circumftance proved very alarm- 
ing to Demetrius, who apprehending that the reft 
vf the Jews in his army might follow the pale 
of thofe who had deferted, abandoned all thoughts 
of continuing the war, and, drawing off his forces, 
retired into Syria, 

But the Jews, notwithftanding the departure of 
Demetrius; continued to profecute the war againit 
Alexander; though they were baffled and routed in 
almoft every encounter. Ac length, however, he 
came to a decifive battle with them, cut off the 
greater part, and obliged the re{t to fly for protec. 
tion to a place called ethama, which was fortified 
by nature and art. Alexander laid clofe fiege to 
them, and forcing the town, carried the people pri- 
foners to Jerufalem, where heexercifed themottexe- 
crable barbarities that can be imagined, As he was 
feafting with his concubines, part of his entertain- 
ment was to treat the company with the Ipectacle of 
eight hundred Jews hanging at the fame time, to- 
gether with their wives an children; and, to in- 
creafe the horror of the dreadful fcene, he ordered 
the throats of fome to be cut in fight of the refit, | 

Rebellion in fubjeéts is undoubtedly highly crimi- 
nal, and greatly aggravated by their joining foreign 
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powers againft their lawful prince, which was cer. - 


tainly the cafe with refpeét to the ubjects of Alex- 
ander, infomuch, that he was reduced to thenecef- 
fity of furrendering to the king of Arabia what he 
had taken from the Moabites and Galaadites, asi 
compofition not to affift his revolted fubjects againit 
him; but yet all thefe confiderations are not {uffici - 
ent co Julbity the exercite of inhuman cruelties, His 
rigour, in fhort, was 1o deteftable, that the Jews 
gave him the appellation of Thracidas*, About 


© The Thraclune were remarkably cruel and blovdy, as appears from 


Thucydides and other hiiterians, ; 
eight 
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eight thoufand of thearmy, who made their efcape 

by night, fpent their time ina kind of exile during 

the liteof Alexander, who, after this tumult, enjoyed 

a peaceable reign, without any interruption trom 
- his fubjects. y : 


_° . Demetrius went from Judzea to Berza, where his 
fhe pre. brother Philip was, and, with anarmy of 10,000 toot, 
thers, bee, and 1000 horie, laid fege to the cown.  Strator, the 
ues aad prince of the place, and-a friend to Philip, called 
Pillip’ into his affittance Zizus, an Arabian prince, an 

‘ Mithridates Sinaces, the Parthian general, who, with 


other. L 

a powerful army, attacked Demetrius, and preffed 
: him hard both with darts and arrows, which, to- 
Demetrius gether with drought for want of water, forced him 


dane and the people tofurrender. Demetrius was taken pri- 
prifoner to foner, and {ent ds a prefent to Mithridates, a Par- 
Parthiajand chjian prince, who treated him with ee honour and 


there dies. pefpeét;- but _he was foon. taken off by a malignant 


philip at. diflemper. Philip afterwards repaired to Antioch, 
cends the and entered uponthegovernment of the whole king- 
throne of =~ dom of Syria. , : 
Syria. i 
; CHAP. XXIII. 
Antiochus Dionyfins, and after him Aretas, make ex- 
peditions into ‘fudea. Alexander makes feveral con- 
- quefts, depofes Demetrius, returns to ferufalem, and 
ibere dies, having given his laft counfel t0 his queen 
Alexandra. * 


URING thelate tranfaétions Antiochus, other- 


Antiochus wile called Dionyfius, havingan eye upon Da- 


ionyfi . ¢ , aon 4 
eeclel maicus, got pofleffion of the place, and cauied him- 
kingof — felf to be proclaimed king there. The tidings of 
Damafeus. this adventure brought his brother Philip in all. 


hafte to Damafcus, where, by tampering with Mi- 


lefius, the governor of the fort, he was quietly re-- 


ceived into the town. Bur, to difguife the matter, he 
gave the officer no reward, left he fhould be thought 
to come in rather by treachery, than the influence 
aspointed Of authority. Milefius, however, retaliated upon 
in hisex-» him; for Philip being abroad, taking exercife at the 
Phang circus, ‘he fhut the gates upon him, referved the 
Anliochuse City for Antiochus, who, upon the firftintelligence, 
-poited from Arabia, and, with an army of 8000 

toot, and 800 horfe, marched directly into Judza. 
Alexander, upon this incurfion, drew a large and 


Phitip dit- 


deep ditch from Caparfaba, now called Antipatris, . 


up to the very fea of Joppa, which was the only ac- 

ceffible way to the town. He erected a wall alfo, 

: with deveral wooden towers af intervals, which he 
battle be carried on for an hundred and fifty furlongs in 
tiochus and length, and there waited for Antiochus, upon, whofe 
Alexander. arrival a moft defperate battle enfued. Antiochus, 
at firft, had fomuch the advantage, that he thought 


A bloody 


cee himfelifecure of victory; but obferving one of the 
hisarmy Wings of his troops in danger of being overpower- 
routed. ed, he.eagerly preffed to its relief, and_ fell in the 
attempt, at which his troops were fo difpirited, that 
they threw down their arms, and fled to’: Cana, 
where the greater part of them perifhed by. fa- 
mine. : . 
Aretas Aretas came next to the government_of Ccelo- 
an Syria, upon the choice of the people of Damafcus, 


to] aileas from a ipirit_of oppofition to Ptolemy, the fon of 
Mennzus. He entered Judeea with an army, over- 

~ threw Alexander near Addida, andthen, upon terms 
of accommodation being fettled between them, re- 
turned to Damafcus. Alexander then went in pur- 
fuit of new conquefts, took Dion by,affault, and 


Alexander thence marched to Effa, where Zeno’s treafure lay, 
makes which was of ineftimable value. He firft raifed 
. veral con- : : 

queits, three walls about it, and then took it by ftorm, as 
he did afterwards Gaulana and Seleucia, the vale 

of Antiochus, and the fortrefs of Gamala. Many 
mifdemeanours being alledged to the charge of De- 

metrius, who had formerly the government of thefe 

; places, he divefted him of his authority; and, after 
peers. a fuccefsful expedition.of three years continuance, 


returned to Jerufalem. 


By virtue of fuch numerous conquefts, the terri- 
tories of the Jews weregreatlyextended at this time. 
‘They werein poffeffion of Syria, -Idumea, and Phee- 
nicia; the Tower of Straton upon the jea, Apollonia, 


efshe Jews, 
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- Janitis, Seleucia, and Gabala, 


‘ Telithon, Zara, Cilicia, Aulon, and Pella. 
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Joppa, Jamnia, -Azotus; Gaza, Anthedon, Ra. 
phia, Rhinocura; and, in the midland of Adora 
and Mariffa, all Samaria, and the mountains of 
Carmel and Itabyr: alfo Scythopolis, Gadara, Gau- 
, In the land of the 
Moabites they held Effebon, Medaba, Lemba,Oron, 
This 
laft they demolifhed for refufing to conform to 
their laws and cuftoms. : 


After this. Alexander became vialently addi&ed 4:4 

to intemperance, and having, on a certain océafion, faving 
drank to great excefs, he teil fick, and was after. fevers ex 
wards feized with aquartanague, which was fo pow- “™F* 
erful as to baffle the fkill ot his ableft phyficians.. 
He was affli€ted with this diftemper for three years, 
during whicli.timé he not only continued his atten- 
tion to the affairs of government, but likéwife pro- 
fecuted feveral military undertakings, tillat length, 
being quite exhaufted, he was forced to fubmit, and 
expired upon the frontiers of the country of the Ge- 
rajens, at the fiege of the caftle of Ragaba, on the 
further fide of the.river Jordan. “et 


When his queen Alexandra, who attended him 


_ to this place on account of his indifpofition, found 


he was near his end, fhe was greatly perplexed in 
her mind, from the precarious ftate in .which fhe 
and her children muft inevitably be left on ‘his 4e- 
ceafe. In the height of her melancholy refle@.ions 
fhe brokeout into the following exclamation: “*My 
“ beloved partner, what will be the fate of ‘your 
*¢ wife and children, if deprived of your protection, 
“ and expofed to the mercy of your inveterate foes?” | 
In anfwer to this, he gave his wife the following 
advice,-which were the laft words he was heard to . 
utter. po . : 








“ J particularly requeft (faid he) that you ftriGtly atersstes 
‘* follow the directions I am now about to give you, prim 
“ As the only effectual means to fecure a peaceable wes 
‘© fucceffion to yourfelf and children, ceeep my de-: 

“¢ ceafe a profound fecret from the army'till the caf- 
“tle fhall be fubdued: then repair in triumph to™ 

© Jerufalem with the news of victory; and let your: | 
“¢ principal care be to ingratiate yourfelf into the 

“¢ efteem of the Pharifees ; for your.future welfare. 

** will depend principally ‘on the jntereft you form 

*¢ with that feét, to whofe opinions .thofe of the.’ 
“© multitude are entitely fubfervient. The popular, 

** clamour agente has been raiféd by an .oppo- 

“‘ Gtion to them.. On. yotit arrival at Jerufalem, 

°¢ fend for the principal men among: the: Pharifees, 
“*-expofe my dead body before them, and fay, that, 

“¢ from a veneration for their piety and juftice, you 

* refign the body, either to be allowed the cere- 

“© mony of interment, or tobetreated. with contempt - 
** and indignity,.as their difcretion .fhall dictate; 

© and, atthe fame tithe, affure them that, inthis, and 

£¢ aj] other matters of a’public nature,- you willob- |, , 
“‘ ferve an implicit. obedience to their ‘authority. “'. ~ 
‘© Follow this counfel, and-there is no doubt butmy, . . 
“¢ remains will be favourably interred, and yourlel 

“¢ and offspring be-eftablifhed in the dignities of the 


** royal ftation.” | ae sey Eth a eG 
Thus clofed his counfel, and life in the.4gth year His dah 
of his age, and 27th of his reign. fete es kW 


n 


CHAP: XXIV. : 


Alexandra, qieen regent, obtains the favour and inte- 
veft.of the Phavifees, holds the government nine yearsy 
ond dies, after having paffed through many perplex- 
ing fcenes, in her advanced ftate. . 


AS foon as the fortrefs of Ragaba had ‘furrender- 
ed, Alexandra, purfuantto thedying counts. 
of her hufband, applied_herfelf to the Pharifees, auias 
and fubmitted the difpofal both of the body and the gvcur 4 
government to their abfoluite pleafure and direction. the PH". 
This alluring method of proceeding conciliated the fs 
efteem of thofe who had been her moft-inveterate 
enemies; infomuch, that the. moft erhinent amongt 
them harangued the multitude on the glorious 
exploits of their deceafed fovereign Alexander; an 
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fearful, if fhe fhould give countenance to the peti- 
tioners, fhe might incur the di/pleature of the Pha- 
rifees, of whom they continually {toed indread. At 
length fhe refelved on complying with their laft re- 
gueit, and therefore conlented totheir returning to 
the feveral garrifons and places of itrength through- 
our the kingdom; but with this reitri€tion, that 
they Should not enter Hyrcania, Alexandria, or 
Macheras; becaufe in thoie places the had depofited 
her jewels, and other valuable treafures. “Soon af- __ 
ter this fhe fent her fon. Ariitobulus, with an army, Atifobules 
towards Damafcus, to chaftife Prolemy, furbamedl tntuceerstut 
Mennezeus, who had greatly annoyed the adjacent expedition: 
provinces; but he fhortly returned from that expe- aaainik Tip 
dition without doing any thibg of moment: we 


While affairs were in this ficuation, intelligence aA 
was received that Tigranes, king of Armenia, had eee 
advanced wich an army OF 50,0co men Into Syria, sedink the 


by uch culogiums, raifed their paffions to fo great a 
degree, that they declared hini:more worthy theho- | 
nour of a funeral folemnity than any-of his prede-_ 
ceflors. . 7 : : 7 
Alexander, at his death, left behind him two fons, - 
Ulyrcanus and Arittobulus; but cominitted the re- 
gency to his queen Alexandra. Flyrcanus, theelder 
brother, was of an indolent difpolition, and conie- 
quently difqualified for the cares and intrigues of 
the ftate.- Ariftobulus, the younger, on the con- 
trary, was active and refolute; and the mother had 
acquired great popularity by the difapprobation fhe 
now dilcovered for the exceptionable parts of her 
hufband’s adminiftration during his life. Through 
her prevailing intereft, Hyrcanus was promoted to 
thedignified office of high-pricit ; notfrom seniority 
or abilities, but rather through a perfuafion that his 
difpofition would never prompt him to aipire.tothe 
crown. ' / . 
Burt notwithftanding thefe inftances of fagacity, 
the was litcle more than a tool in the hands of the 
Pharifees ; for although fhe had the name of fove- 
reign, fhe fubmitced the conduét of all public affairs 
to their difcretion, and gave it in charge to the 
common, people to pay them all obedience. She 
alfo enjoined thé revival of the Pharifaical ordi- 
nances and traditions, which her father-in-law Hyr- 
canus had obtained, and gave the {anction of her 
name and authoricy to the aéts and deeds of the 
leaders of her favourite fect. Hence they recalled 
exiles, fet prifoners at liberty, and, in divers inftances, 
affumed even'royal prerogative. In fome cafes, in- 
deed, fhe aferted authority, and particularly in aug- 
menting her forces to fuch adegree, and retaining 
in pay a band of mercenaries, to keep the adjacent 
countries in awe, as appeared from tlie fecurity they. 
gave her in hoftagestor cheir good behaviour. Her 
reign would have been peaceable, but for the vexa- 
tious importunities.of the Pharifees, who were in- 
ceffantly fuggefting to. her arbitrary and unpopular 
meafures. “T' hey preffed her for juftice upon all 
thofe at whofe inftigation and advice the eight 
hundred rebels had been put to death in Jerufalem. 
At their inftance Diogenes was cut off, as well as 
many others who were fo unfortunate as to incur 
their difpleafure. At length the leading men 
among then}, who, had been the late king’s friends 
and Beherente went in a body to the queen, with 
Ariftobulus, her younger fon, at the head of them, 
to remonftrate againit fuch proceedings. Having. 
obtained an audience, they laid before her their’ 
grievances in the moft affecting manner, while 
Ariftobulus manifefted, by his countenance, the 
abhorrence he entertained for the public mealures. 
hey reprefented to her that, inthe ucmoftextremity 
of danger, they had preferved an uniform loyalty to 
their late fovereign, who had generoufly rewarded - 
their fervices, and therefore earneftly begged that, 
fince they had efcaped the perils of war, they might 
not._be facrificed tothe malevolence and treachery of : 
their domeftic enemies. They told herthat, if their 
perfecutors would proceed no farther in their fan- 
Suinary purpofe, they would, from a refpect to their 
jJuperiors, fupprefs future complaints on what had 
been already perpetrated. They obferved that, to 
countenance the declared enemies of her deceafed 
confort, atthe expenceof his approved friends, would . 
€ a fevere reproach upon her honour; and Aretas, 
the Arabian king, and feveral other hoftile princes, 
Would enjoy a peculiar pleafure in hearing that fhe 
had drawn from her court thofe men who had once 
been fo ‘powerful thac their very hames had fruck 
@ terror into their enemies. ‘They concluded with 
aying, that, if fhe was determined to yield every 
Confideration tothe ambition of the Pharifees, and 
that no regard was to be paid to their paft fervices, 
they had only one requeft to make, and’ that was, 
jis they might be permitted to return into the dif- | 
erent fortrefies of the kingdom, where they would 
terminate a miferable exiftence, honourably fharing 
the common calamities which feemed to await the 
friends of the deceafed king. | . 


Uhefe expoftulations greatly diftrefed the queen, 
Who, for fome time, knew not how to act, being 


the irreparable lofs of {fo excellent a prince, and, 





was fo alarmed ac this intelligence, that the dif- Jer 
‘patched ambaffadors ro Tigranes, with confiderable 
prefents, hoping thereby to procure his friéndfhip, 
and avert the impending danger that threatened her 
dominions. Tigranes was at that time before Pto- 


well before him on the behalf of Alexandra, and the of the ain- 

whole nation of the Jews, that, with every inftance saleeat eae 

of acknowledgment ter the honour of the embaffy, ssanaets 

he gave them affurances of all good offices in re- received. 

turn. Upon the reduction of Prolemais, intelli- 

gence was brought him of the rout of Michridates, 

by Lucullus, the Roman genera); of hisefcape from 

the purfuic into Iberia; and that Lucullus, when he 

found he could not overtake him, had entered Ar- _. 

menia, which he was ravaging; fo that Tigranes Tisraness 
eral . x wpe With his are 

was under a neceffity of immediately drawing GIF my, returns 

’ his forces, and marching with all expedition to the home. 

defence of his own dominions. ‘ 


The queen, fome time after this, being feized with. 

a dangerous fit of ficknels, gave Ariftobulus a fair Ariobulus, 

opportunity of attempting what he had long de- gyrot ob- 

figned, the fupplanting his brother Hyrcanus, both taining, the 

in the priefthood and fovereignty. Having commu- seven 

nicated his defign to his wite (whom, with his chil- ™°** 

dren, he left in Jerufalem). he one night privately 

left the city, and vifited all the caftles and forts in 

which his father’s friends had been placed in garri- 

fons, Ariftobulus had been long difgufted at the 

conduét of his mother; but when he came to reflect 

on the precarious ftate of her health, the danger, as 

well as difgrace, to which the family would be ex- 

pofed, from the overgrown power of the Pharifees, 

in cafe of her death, and that Hyrcanus, next. in 

fucceffion, was a mere pliant tool to execute their . 

pleafure, indeed, wholly difqualified for any public - 

Charge, ‘he was much more alarmed than ever. The 

firft place he came to was Agada, where he was 
--€ourteoufly received by Galeftes, a man of rank and 

eminénce in thofe parts. 


The day after Ariftobulus left Jerufalem, his ab- 
fence was known to Alexandra, who, however, did 
.hotentertain a fulpicion of his intentions, till fhe 
was informed, by meffengers, that feveral tortreffes rr. attempt 
had fubmitted to him, as, when one place had ac- promites 
cepted his propofals, the example was readily fol~ ‘usee’- 
lowed by the reft. 


* Intelligence of thefe.proceedings threw the queen 
and her'adherents into the greateft confternation; - 
for they knew Ariftobulus, from his great abilities, 
and afpiring difpofition, to be well qualified to fuc- 
ceed in the enterprize he had undertaken. They 
were further alarmed by the difmal appreherifion of 
being called to a fevere account for the outrageous 
barbarities they had exercifed upon feveral of his 
particular friends. In. this ftate of perplexity they Mis wi 
thought the beft expedient would be to confine the dren we. 
wife and children of Ariftobulus, under a ftrong made prife- 
guard, in the citadel next the temple. While this "°° 
was in agitation, Ariftobulus became exceedingly 
powerful; and the people flocked to him in fuch 
. numbers, that the place of his refidence refembleda 
court, both in tumultand pomp; for, in the fpaceof 
only fifteen days, he had made himfelf mafter of 
twenty-two caitles. Having thusfecured one 
: ’ thete 


with a defign to penetrate into Judea. Alexandra Syrians and: 


lemais; and the ambaffadors acquitted themfel ves fo ‘Application - 


+ pee 


encase RE, 
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thefe refpective fortifications, he foon raifed troops 

Mis interet from Mount Libanus, Trachonites, and places ad- 

Tou jacent, which were readily inclined to fupport his 

party, from the expectation of the advantages they 

. fhould derive, by affifting in the eftablifhment of a 

new king, who, they had reafon to expeét, would 

remove that tyranny and cruelty which had been 
exercifed in the late reign. 


‘ 


_ At this critical juncture Hyrcanus, and his prin- 

FT AEae cipal adherents, repaired to the queen, requefting 
dersapply that fhe would give them directions what further 
tothequeen meafures fhe would wifh them to purfue. They 
for advice, informed her of the great power of Ariftobulus, by 
‘virtue of the places that had already fubmitted, and 

were daily fubmittingto him; and affured her, that, 

shoves their fituation was defperate, and ruin likely 

to enfue, yet they wouldnot by any means act with- 

Heranfwer. OUt her concurrence. The queen replied, ‘* That 
*¢ the ftate of her mind and body rendered her wholly 

*° incapable of the cares of government, which fhe 

“ therefore wholly refigned to their conduct and 
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‘* management; adding, that there was no deficiency 


** either of men or money, in which confifted the Death ay 
_ Having faid this, Alex. chendet 
andra gave up the ghoft, in the feventy-third year “= 


°* ftreneth of thenation.’’: 
of herage, and ninth of her reign. 


This princefs may be faid to have afpired beyond 
the generality of herfex, in an ambition to attain to 
fovereign power, which, in fome inftances, fhe exer- 
cifed to the reproach of the male monarchs of the 
earth. She ever adverted to the prefent ftate of 
things, without wandering into the perplexing un- 
certainty of future events. She obferved fome de- 
gree of moderation, evenin the ftretch of her power, ‘ 
Her grand foible was an attachment to'a peculiar 
fect, and a confequent.connivance at actions unjuf 
tifiable in principles, either of religion, orevencom. 
mon humanity. By thefe fhe entailed the fubfe- 
quent calamities that befel her family; though, it 
muft be acknowledged, that her adminiftration was 
fuch, during her life, as to preferve the internal 


‘peace of the nation. - 


riLavils 
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CHAP. I. 


An engagement between Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, 
wherein the former being defeated, they come to an 
agreement, that Ariftobulus foould govern, and Hyr- 
canus enjoy the honours fuitable to bis dignity in peace- 
able retirement. 


N the third year of the hundred and feventy- 
fevenctholympiad, when Quintus Hortenfius and 
Quintus Metellus Creticus were confuls at 

7 .. Rome, Hyrcanusentered upon the officeot high- 
ers piel and Ariftobulus immediately made war upon 

Bisco. im. The neceflary preparations were made on 

fi tor the both fides; but when they came to action, on the 

gem. plain of Jericho, the greater parc of Hyrcanus’s 
joldiers deferted, and went over to his brother. 
gw. Hyrcanus himfelf fed for refuge. into the citadel 

‘in which the wife and children of Arjftobulus were 
imprifoned, by orderand direction of his mother, the 
late queen; while the reft of the party took fanétu- 
ary, foratime, within the verge 
they foon after furrendered theives 







Matters: being come to this -pals, the. two. bro- 
thers entered into a treaty of accommodation, and, 
in conclulion, came to this agreement, that Arifto- 
bulus fhould be eftablithed in the poffeffion of the 
eb. GOVernment, and Tlyrcanus allowed to live.at eafe 
fecome and liberty upon his own fortune, with the privi- 
emer leges and_dignities due to his rank, without molef- 
tation. This contract was figned and ratified with 
' the due formalities of joining hands, and intercharg- 
ing promifes, reciprocally for performance of cove- 
nants, in the prefence of the people; after which 
Ariftobulus retired to the palace, and Hyrcanus to 
the private apartments, which had been before oc; 
eupied by his brother. it ; 
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[Including a Period of about Thirty-one Years.] 





CHAP. Il. 


Antipater flirs up a fattion againft Ariftobulus in fa- 


vour of Hyrcanus, and prevails with Aretas to join 
in attempting his reftoration. . 


poner the adherents of Hyrcanus was a 
certain Idumzean, a man opulent, powerful, 
and refolute, and a profeffed enemy to Ariftobulus, 
whofe name was Antipater. Nicolaus, of Damaf- 
cus, affirms, that he was of the firft ftock of the 


é jee came out of ‘Babylon into Judaéa, proba- 


ly to gratify his fon Herod, who, by divers revo- 
lutions of fortune, was afterwards advanced to the 
throne. This Antipater was firft called by his fa- 
ther’s name, Antipas, who, as it is related, was pre- 
ferred, through favour of king Alexander and ‘his 
wite,.to the government of Ildumza, where, by' 
means of. fair words and fumptuous prefents, he 
formed a confiderable intereft with the Arabians, 
Gazzans, and the people of Afkalon. Antipater, 
no doubt, ftood in awe of Ariftobulus, from acon- 
fcioufnefs of his power to dohim injury, and theani- 
mofity that fubfifted between them. As the moit 
plaufible means of setieaing the reputation and po- 
pularity of .Ariftobulus, he had recourfe to the __ 
infidious arts of calumny and detraction, in order to Antipzters 
excite the féars and jealoufies of the people. He tht * 
jnfinuated to them, that it was unreafonable for the firs up the 
‘younger brother to fupplant the elder, deprive him 
of his birth- right, and ufurp the government him- 
felf, pointing out, -at the fame time, that it was un- 
worthy of them tamely to bear fuch invafion of the 
hereditary. right. He alfo told Hyrcanus, that fo 
long as he continued in Judaa, his life would be - 
in danger, as’ Ariftobulus could never deem him- 


Ariftobulus. 


‘ felf fecure in the poffeffion of the crown while he 


yrcanus, being of an open, un- 


was in exiftence. 
Hh fufpicious 


h 


Jews againtt * 


aig 


fufpicious temper, the fuggeftion of Antipater had 

not the effect upon him which he defired; thoug h, 

as he nevertheiets feemed i ten 

counfel, the other took care_to ply him withumpor- 

- °° tunicies’to ufe caution with refpeét to the defigns of 

his brother. At.length, however, he prevailed with 

him to apply for protection to Aretas, king of, 

- Arabia, with offers of his own belt fervices, by way 

of mediation with that prince, in his behalt. r 

canus acceding tothe propofal, Antipater immedi- 

ately repaired to Aretas to_ prepare him for his re- 

ception; and--having-exaled. trom him a. promife, 
‘upon oath, t E 

hands of his enemies, Antipatér recurned, and in- 

formed Hyscanus of the retule of the interviews 

Having prepared Hyrcanus to petition, and Are- 

tas tocomply with his reque(t, Antipater conducted 

the former out of the city by night, and accompa- 

nied him to Petra, where the royal palace of Arabia 

is ftuated. Upon their arrival, he uled the moft 

plaufible arguments with the king infavour of Hyr- 


Antipater 
applics to 
Aretas in 
behalf of 
Hlyrcanus, 


Attends 
Hyreanus 
to the court 


* of Arabia, a t ng) . 
ofArsbiae Conus, to induce him to affitt him in the recovery of 


his paternal right. - In fine, heurged him fo élofely, 
both with folicitationsand pretents, that Aretaspfo- 
mifed to comply with his requeft, on conditions that 
if ever Hyrcanus fhould be reftored to his kingdom 
through his means, he fhould cede to him the coun- 
try, and the twelvecities, which his father Alexander 
had taken from the Arabians, viz. Medada, Na- 
ballo, Livias, Tharabafa, Agalla, Athone, Zoara, 
Orone, Mariifa, Rydda, Lula, and Oryba. , 


oO PR PS Sali J. 


Aretas makes an expedition againft Arifttbulus, arives 
him to ‘Ferufalm, axd befieges him in the temple. 
Onias, a righteous man, ftoned to death, The Divine 

. vengeance follows the wickedue/s of the péople. 


Aretassupon 
conditions, 
.promifes 
him altif- 
qanee, 


Arctasovers RET AS, in confequence of thefe promifes, ad= 


» comes Arif- 


tobulus,and ,. s 2 . 
Atualte him Hity thoujand men, fought and overcame him; in- 


in the tem- fomuch, that ‘finding himfelf abandoned by his‘fol- 
ple” diers going over to Fi ‘ 

for refuge to Jerufalem, ‘where, Aretas, with his 

whole army, affaulted him in the very temple. The 

people unanimoufly declared for Flyrcanus, the 

priefts only excepted ; while ‘Aretas, with the united 

+ ‘force of the Arabians and Jews, preiecuted’ the 
fiege with the utmoft vigour. © ber 


The featt of unleavened bread, which .wecall the 
paffover, coming on at this time, the chief men 
among the Jews withdrew themtelves out of the 

7 country, and went into Rgype. At’ the fame: time 
; one Onias, a man, of fingular piety and integrity, 
apprehending the approach of a civil war; had.pri- 
vately withdrawn to a place of, concealment. - ‘The 
Jews reflecting on the great reputation he. had ac- 
quired through 
his prayers, he had beer thought to have obtained 


rain from heaven in an extremity of drought; and. 


inferring, from thence, thatthis curfes might.be as 


prevalent.as his prayers, brought him out into the - 


camp, and there made it their requeft that he would 
denounce a malediétion upon Ariftobulus and’ his 
whole party. He oppofed their requeft as long as he. 
could; but at length, finding no reft from their im- 
pertunies, and that they were refolved to maltreat 
him unlefs he complied, he lifted up his hands to 
heaven, and offered a prayer.to this purport: ‘* Al- 
“ mighty Ruler of .the univerfe, fince both we that 
“‘itand before thee are thy people, and they that 
** are befieged in the temple are a ee priefts, I hum- 
* bly befeech thee not to hear the prayers of either 
“¢ of them againft the other.” Upon thele words, 
thofe’ who had broughthimto the place were fo en- 
raged, that they immediately fell upon him, and 
Oniae put toned him to death. But the Divine vengeance 
todeath for purfued the perpetrators of this horrid barbarity. 


ana’phitane . While Ariftobulus and the priefts were thus be- 
thropy. fet in the temple, the pafchal feftival came on, at 


which feafon, according tocuftom, the Jews offered 
up 2 great number of facrifices. But the befieged 
not having fo many as they had occafion. for, re- 
quefted thar their countrymen would furnifh them 


inclined: to litten to: his: - 


Flyr- * 


at he would nor deliver him upinta the: - 


vanced againit Ariflobulus with an army. of” 


yrcanus, he was forced to fly. 


h the fanctity of his life, and that, by ~ 
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| .phalio, the brother of Antipater. 


“another ourof Judsea, of a golden vine, or Bat rete 


_ it was a much more arduous undertaking to carry a 


. band-of ‘Nabathean 


_ patched meflengers to Aretas, conimanding-him, ‘in 
; Aretas, arid engaging them at a place named Papy- antares 


) ron, gave them a total overthrow, and put abou 


A veneine time after this, ‘Pompey himfelf rex, 


_ and proteétion. 
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at their own price; and on their demandin cone 
thoufand drachmas for each beait, and the money 
to be ,depoficed, the-demand- was. agreed to, and 
the money accerdingly let. down to them, by means 


_ concerted, over the walls. 


When the befiegers received the money, they re. outa 


fufed to deliver the victims; and fuch was their Aa. ficgen, 
gitious impiety, that they not only violated their 
faith with men; but prevented their brethren trom 
pertorminga fervice dedicated to the honour of their 
God. The priefts, therefore, finding themfelves 
perfidieufly impoted-upon, under pretcace of con. .. 
traét, imtprecated vengeance on chdir abandoned 4”! 
countrymen. Nor was the judgment delayed; for ty Dr 
there: fell immediately a-violent tempeft, that de. juitice, 
{troyed all the fruits of the earth throughout the 
whole province, fo-that.one meafure of wheatfold . 
for fifteen drachmas. : 


_ ‘CHAP. Iv. 
Scaurus is fent by Pompey into Syria. Comes into Fu- 
dea; and canfes the fige of Ferufatem to be raifea. 


"E-this time a war fubfifted between Pompey 

the Great, and Tigranes, king of Armenia; io 

that the former commanded Scaurus, one Of his ge- 

nerals, to lead the army under his command into 

Syria. Scaurus accordingly obeyed; but, on his ar- 
rival ac Damafeus, Hnding the city had been re- seuss 
duced by Metellus and Lollius, he drew off his Rem» 
forces, and Jed them_ into Judzea. On his way he tees 
> * : into Jude, 

was met by two ambaffudors; one from Hyrcanus,, 

and the.other trom Ariftobulus. | ‘They both came 
upon thefameerrand; todefire an alliance offenfive Recima 


and defenfive with the Romans. ens 
z, . 7 a com Hts 


‘Ariftobulds offered four hundred talents, and cual 
Hyrcanusnoleis. “Though they'were equal inpoint ariies 
of prepofal, the Roman general gave the preference 
to. Ariflebulus, as he was opulent and magnani- prota 
mous, and would require nothing more than what te ier 
was realonable; whereas the other was penurious of Anis 
and pufillanimous, and might expect more than was ™ 
adequate to the conditions; being very fenfible that 











city fo itrongly fortified by affault, than to eject a 
Nabathean fugitives out “of the country. 
Clofing, therefore, with Ariftobulus, Scaurus, dif- 


and the Roran.fe- thefecd 
Jerufakea 
railed, 


the name or Pompey the Great, pan. fe- 
nate, imniediately to draw offhis troops, .and raile. 
the fiege, upon peril-of adeclaration of war. ‘Scau- 
rusthen returned to Damafcus; and Ariftobulus ad- 


vanced with a powerful army againft Hyrcanus and’ pyres 


feven thoufand tothe fword; among whom wasCe- ™ 


CHAP. V. 


The catfe of the contending ‘brothers, Hyrcanus and 
Ariftchulus, is brought before Pompey... The trial is 
eae and Ariftobulus, in difeujt, withdraws to 

udea. ess 


.-went inte Syria, and took, up his ‘refidence at Sry 
amafcus, where he received embaffies from ‘the sia 
princes of- feveral nations, foliciting his friend{hip'sy. 
Ariltobulus, above all the reft, fent 
him'a moft valuable prefent, which was a golden, 
vine of the value of five hundred talents. Strabo, 
of Cappadocia, thus defcribes ir: ** There was 4 


“* prelent made to Pompey, out of Egypt, a crow: 


“that weighed four hundred pieces of gold;.an¢- 
“den, to. which they gave a name, which,:1n tn€ of 
“ Greek language, fignifies delight. Thete Pee 
** fents were brought by ambaffudors; and. I myfelf 
‘* faw the vine at. Rome, in the temple of Jupiter. 
*¢ Capitolinus, with this infcription, Alexanders, 
“ting of the Fews, twas valued at five hundred’ 
7 talents and paffed for the prefent of Ariftobulus: 
« + - 3° 
the prince of the Jews. 
P J WSs. There 


. 
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Therecame to Pompey, foon after this, other am- 
baffadors; Antipater, on the part of Hyrcanus, and 
Nicodemus, on the partof Ariftobulus, who charged 
Gabinius and Scaurus, with taking fums of peek 
(the former three hundred talents, and the other four, 
as bribes. | | ee 
Pompey took the cognizance of the caufe into his 
own hands, and appointed the parties concerned to 
attend him. As the {pring advanced, he.drew out 
of his winter quarters, and .marched to Damaicus, 
deftroying the fort of Apamia (a fortification of An- 
tiochus Cyzicenus) by the way, having, at the fame 
time, a defign upon the territories of Ptolemy Man- 
nus, an infamous, character, amounting, in enor- 
mity, to that of his relative Dionyfius Tripolitanus, 
ho fell a viétim to the offended laws of his coun- 
He alfo razed the fort of Lyfias, of which 


Pompey at~ 
qends to the W 
caute de~ try. 


yerding be Silas the Jew, had got pofieflion; and paffing from. 


wvecn the 
brothers. 


thence towards Heliopolis and Chalcis, wene into 
Ceoelo-Syria, and then to-Damafcus, -to decide the 
poine in difpute between Hyrcanus and Ariftobu- 
lus. Being determined firit to hear the ienie of 
the people, it was argued in their favour, * That 
“it had been formerly the ufage of their nation to 


** be governed, not by’kings, but the high-prieft of | 


aie “ the God whom they worfhipped, who, without 
ple onthe ¢ affiaming any other title, adminiftered juftice ac- 
times“ cording to the laws handed down to them from 

: € theirforetathers. They did-not deny but that the 
‘two contending brothers were of the facerdoral 


nen 


“the people, and fubverting the fundamentals of 
* the conititution.” . ; 
Hyrcanus pleaded, ‘6 That though he was the 
* elder brother, Ariitobulus had ufurped’ his rank 
* ond eftate, contrary to juftice, robbed him of his 
et “ birth-right, and reduced him to a dependence on 
Plesof = His own bounty. ‘That, as a man fraught with 







“ and depredation on land, upon his neighbours; 
“and that it was the violence of’ his difpofition 
“ which had enraged the people againit him,” 
Having faid this, he called upon a number of the 
principal Jews, whom Antipater had engaged in his 
interelt, to confirm it, ie ae 

E tetene or | Ldyrcanus, andhis party, having withdrawn, Arif- 


“ceded in the government through any ambition, 
“on his part, but through -his own incapacity to 
** govern, and that his natural floth and inactivity 
. hed brought upon him the contempt of the peo- 
“ ple. - He declared, that, with reipeét to him- 
_ “ Self, he-had no other choice than either to affume 
““ the government, or fuffer it to-be transferred into 
** another family; and that as to the title of king, 
“he held it only-as he received it from his tather 
*¢ Alexander.” 
what he had faid,. he ‘calléd feveral young men of 
eminence among the Jews,- who, by the gaudinefs 
of their appearance, and the levity of their carriage, 
did no. great credit to thé éaufe which’ they en- 
deavoured to efpoufe. ° ‘ ; 


to be of opinion that Ariftobulus had been too hafty 
in his proceedings; but difmiffed chem, for the pre- 
; fent, withfair words, and referred the full determina- 
porrey se. tion of thematter until he came‘ to Jerufalem, which 


ter to : < 
tede- had finifhed the war with the Nabatheans.. He en- 
: Joined them, in themean time, to behave themfelves 
peaceably; but Ariftobulus, perceiving that his in- 
Clinations were direéted in tavour of his brother 

yrcanus, abruptly left Pompey, and returned to 

udzea, where he took every means he could devife 
to prepare himfelf againit thofe confequences which, 
from his proceedings, he might reatonably expect’ 
would afterwards take place. 


CHAP. VI. 
Pompey profecutes revenge on Ariftobulus.” 


’ ee abrupt and‘ difrefpe€tful departure of 
Ariftobulus fo highly offended Pompey, hae 
he refolved to take the part of Hyrcanus, without 





ie 


. 
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* race, but charged them with a defign of enflaving' 


ie vreau. ce iifchief,. he practifed piracy ar fea, and rapine ° 







dritobulus, tobulus contended, ** That Hlyrcanus was not fuper-: 


As a teftimony of the truch of, 


After Pompey had heard both pa he feemed’ 


inigg He declared he would not fail to do, as foon as he ° 


arg 
paying any farther attention to their refpective corti- 


laints. He accordingly marched in purfuit OF pin 
: : : pey 
im, with the-Roman troops he had under his jparches 


. conimand, and a confiderable body of Syrian auxi- againt aris 


liaries. Having pafied Pella and Scythopolis, he ls 
came at length to Core, where he was informed, 
that Ariftobulus had fhut himfelf up in the cattle of ° 
Alexandrion, a ttrong fortrefs, built by his father, on 
an high mountain, that ftood at the‘entrance of the 
country of Judea, towards the fide of Samaria. 

ompey Immediately marched his army to the place, 
and having encamped before it, he dent a mefienger 
to Ariltobulus to come down to him. Ariftobulus; 
conlidering this meflage as an infult, at firft refufed 
to comply; but the people exprefling diflatisfaction 
at his conduét, and his friends repreienting the im- 
poMibility of withitanding fo formidable an enemy 
as the Romans, he was ac length prevailed on 
to leave the place, and accordingly went to 
Pompey, accompanied by feveral of his ‘principal 
adherents. 


‘Pompey had been privately informed, that Arif. 
tobulus had commanded his governors to obterve 
fuch orders only as were given .under his own hand; 
and therefore, as foon as Ariitobulus,appeared, he 
infifted on_his writing to the refpective officers in 
the fortrefs, authorizing theny immediately to fur- Ariftobutus , 
render the place. Ariftobulus judged it neceffary cto fabnijts, to. 
comply with this injunction ; but was foexafperated (ea 


.at the imperious conduct of Pompey, that he im- Pompey. 
~ mediately departed to Jerufalem, with a full refolu- 


tion of oppoling him with all his itrength. 
CHAP. VIL. 
Pompey and Ariftobulus continue hoftilities. 


JX order to deprive. Ariftobulus of the opportu- 
nity of making preparations for war, as foon,as 
Pompey knew of ‘his departure, .he immediately a 

trey bh] . = ‘ ompey adie 
marched after him, and encamped at Jericho, from 70h?) 
whence the next morning he proceeded’ towards Je-~ Jerufalem. - 
rufalem. Ariftobulus was aftoriifhed at_the expe- 
dition, and alarmed at the appearance, of Pompey. 
He now repented’ of his conduét,; ‘and, to prevent 


.fatal confequences, went to mect him, which he had 


no fooner done, than he offered him a confidérable 
fum of money, with the command of the city; and ' 
whatever elfe he fhould requeft, provided he would: 
but withdraw his forces. ‘Thele terms were accept- 
ed by Pompey, who immediately difpatched Gabi. 
nius, one of his generals, with-lome troops, to the 
city, to receive the offered money. But when they 
came there, the perfons wlio commanded in the 
town, inthe name of Ariftobulus, refufed them ad- 


-Mittancé, telling them they would not ftand to any 


fuch agreement. ; 

This was a kind of treatment the Roman general 
could not digeft, and therefore, after ordering a. 
itrict guard to be keptyon Ariftobulus, he marched - 
with his army to Jeruf@lem, and immediately pro- 
ceeded.to reconnoitre, in order to forma judgment 
wen was the moft likely part to make a fuccélsful 
affaulc. : 


CHAP. VIII. 


Fadtions at Ferufalem.in the different interefts of Pom- 

ey and Ariftobulus. age alem invefted, and the 

temple taken by affault. Ariftobulus carried a pri- 
Jouer.to Rome. : + 


‘ Ne foorier did Pompey appear before Jerufalem, 


than an_infurreétion took place between the 
two parties refpectively attached to Ariftobulus and , 
Hyrcanus. The adherenrs of the former were for . 
attempting to refcue their king by force of arms, 7"? rae 
while the other party were equally ftrenuous for ad- feaiaate 
mitting Pompey into the city; and the majority of differentia. 
the people, confcious of the fuperior power of (rts ofthe 
the Romans, were friends to the latter meafure, 7""*" 
The partizans of Ariftobulus took poffeffion ofthe 
temple, and cut away the bridge of communication 
between that and the city, being fully refolved to de- 


_tend themfelves to the laftextremity. The other 


party 


216 


Pompey 


prepares for 
the ficpe of 


Pompey 


avails hime 


felfot the 


4 


taken by 
allault. 


, enemy were pointe 


Teftimony 


of divers 
eminent 
-hittorians, 


Great car- 


the Jews. 


arty hot only gave entrance to thé army, but de- 
vered ‘up both city and palace into the hands of 
Pompey, who diipatched Pifo, his lieutenant, with dan : 
part of his army, to take charge of both. When treafuries, where he found two thoufand talents of 
things were come to this pats, Pompey, in the firit 
place, made a propolal of peace; but finding the 
other party averfe to any compromite, he made the 
the temple, neceflary preparations for an alfault, in which he re- 
. ceived every poffible alliance from Hyrcanus anid 
his adherents. : . 

The north fide of the temple being the weakeft 
quarter, Pompey propofed to begin his attack there; 
It was encompaifed with high towers, and Jurround- 
ed by a very deep and broad ditch. ‘There was no 
paffing on the city fide towards Pompey’s ftation, 
now the bridge was down, for crags and precipices 3 
but the Romans, with infinite labour and difficulty, 
made hard fhift to A}l up the ditch, with umbers, 
and other materials they had colleéted, and fo to 
raife platforms and ramparts to uch a predigious 
height, that, with engines of battery, which they 
brought trom Tyre, they caft great ftcnes upon the 
temple wall: yet, had it not been for. the advantage 
they took of our ieven days fabbath, they would 
dcarcely have been able to gain their point: tor 
though, in cafe of affault, the law allows us to de- 
tend ourtelves upon that day, and to repel'torce by 
torce, we are not permitted to do any work upon it, 
even to thwart the defign of an enemy. The Ro- 
fuperfitions Mans obferving, therefore, that we made no oppo- 
otthe Jews. firion to the advancing oftheir bulwarks, and fixing 
: theirtsachines upon that fettival, employed the tab- 
bath only in preparing for the aétion of the nexc 
day, without attempting any violence upon us. 

This may ferve to fhew the very great deference 
we pay to the religion and Jaws of our country, 
when even the dread of death itfelf cannot divett us 
from the {tated forms and precile ceremonies of our 
devotion; forthe priefts have their dolemn facrifices 
with all the prefcribed modes of worfhip, 
leaft default, even in cafes of the utmott 
extremity. 

C The temple was taken by affault upon a faft-day, 
/ ‘The tempte the third month of the fiege, in the 179tholympiad; 
Caius Antonius, and Marcus Tullius Cicero, being 

coniuls. Such of the people who attempted to 
efcape, or offered refiftance, were inftantly put. to. 
riefts, who were employed in the 
ce at thetime, paid _ no regard to 
their perfonal fatery, even when the fwords of the 
to their breafls, but yielded up 
their lives whil{t exercifing their facred funétion. 
‘The Jews, attached to Pompey, feltno cempaffion for 
thofe who efpouled the cauie of Ariltobulus, fo that 
a moft dreadful carnage took place. . “‘fhis circeum- 
ftance is authenticated by all authors of eminence, 
who have related ‘the exploits of Ponipey; amongft 
whom are Strabo, Nicolaus of Damafcus, and Titus 
Livius, the famous Roman hiftorian, ‘They plied 
their ehgines upon the great tower, till, by dine of 
repeated: batteries, they fhggk it to- pieces, and 
brought it down to the orth i 

great part of the next wall along with it in the ruins. 
‘The breach was no fooner made, than the enemy 
prefled incrouds to enter it. The firft that mount. 
ed was Cornelius Fautftus, the fon of Sylla, with his 
company; and next to him, upon the other quar- 
ter, the’ centurion Furius, with 
nage among bius betwixt them both with another ftrong party. 
So -great was the flaughter, that the place was co- 
vered with dead bodies; fome killed by the Romans; 
others, by confent, ditpatching one another; feme 
themfelves dewn headlong frem the walls, 
ng fire to the houfes over their heads, 
rather than be fpectators of the barbarities that were 
i Twelve thoufand of the Jews were 
flain, but of the Romans comparatively few. Ab- 
falom, the uncle, and father-in-law, of Arifiobu- 
lus, was made prifoner. 


Vhefe outrages were accompanied with feveral 
indignities to the very myfteries of our religion, by 
the admittance of prophane perfons into the Holy 
of Holies, which was facred to the high-prieft alone. 
Pompey and his train were of the number that came 


duties of their o 


committed. 
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called Caefarea. 





CHAP. 





ind, carrying away a 
-round about it, becaule, of 


his men; and Fa- 


CHAP. 


geiteral, 


triumphal entry into-his capital. 


: Scaurus enters.into a league with Arétas; ihe, Arabian 
Loa! prince. le ee ie 


Bonk xy, 


From-this feud between’ Hyrcanus and Ariftobu- 
lus, we may date the ruin of Jerufalem, and the fub- 
jection of the Jewifh nation to the Roman yokes ‘broent: 
having beencompelled to reftore to the Syrians wha 
they had taken in the courfe of a long war, as_ well Tiifiea 
as to fubmic to the impofition of above.ten thou- 
fand talents, and.the tranflation of the fovercign au- 
thority, which had ever till then defcended in the’ 
priefthood, to private and obfcure individuals. He. 
appointed Scaurus,: one-of his: generals,:to the go-: 
vernment of Judaea, Coelo-Syria, and all the coun-:. 
try of Egypt to the borders of the Euphrates; giv- 
ing him hkewife the command of two Jegions, that 
he might be the better enabled’ to ditcharge the 
truft repofedinhim. He then left. Jerufalem, and fini 

_ fet forward on his journey to Rome, taking with him ponyese 
Ariftobulus, his two fons, Alexanderand A 
and two of his daughters, as captives, whom he pur- 
poted fhould be led before him, when he made his 


thoes 





. aa agieeds Reds ded Pi s r . 
GoAURUS made an expedition againft Petra, the. 
capital of Arabia, and fet on fire all che places se 
the great difficulty of 
accefs to it. As his army was pinched for want of (1 
provilions, Antipater, by order of Hyrcanus, fur-’ 
nifhed him with corn, and other neceffaries, outof Ju-. 
dza. Being well known to’Aretas, Scaurusient | 
him upon an embafiy to him, in which he acquitted 
himfelf with fuch addrefs, that he prevailed ‘upon 
him, for a compofition of three hundred talents, to 
dave his country from ruin, Scaurus, upon this, re-' 
nounced holtilities; and the parties formed a league 
of amity and friendship to their mutual farisfaction- 


“7 


X. 


Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus, makes an expedition. 
into ‘fudea; but is overcome 6y Gabinius, a Roman 


T the expiration of aboutthree years after Pom- 
A pey’s return to Rome, Alexander, one ot we 
jons of Ariftobulus, who had found means to,¢t 
tect his efcape, went into Judza, and having 2 


_ fembte 


in thére, where they faw the candlefticks; lamps, Pompey 
tables for incenfe, and cther articles ufed in the per. vile the 
formance of Divine fervice. He lilcewile vifited the Wt fu 


places, 


filver, belides vefiels of gold, and other things of 
great value. Hewouldnor, however, fuffer'a fingle abtsin ’ 
article to be touched, but left them entirely for rhe om the 
facred ufes to which’ they were appropriated.» He 
likewile ordered the temple to be purified, and that 
the oblations; and other ceremonies of religion, 
fhould be performed according to our ancient cui- 
toms and ordinances. He reftored Elyrcanus to the 
office cf high-prieft,; partly for the fervices he had 
received from him himfelt; and_ partly for his in: 
fluence in preventing the Jews from efpoufing the 
interéft cf Ariftebulus. Ail thofe among the Jews, 
whom he diicovered to have been the promoters of 
the late infurreétion, he condemned to the lofs of 
their heads; bode fuch as had fignalized themfeives 
in the protecution of the fiege, he liberally reward- 
ed. Efe made Jerutalem itielf tributary to che Ro- 
mans, deprived the Jews of the cities they had gain 
é€d in Ccelo-Syria, and, by annexing them tothe jut ay wu 
rifdiétion of the Romans, reduced the pofleffions kom. 
ot the Jews totheirtormer limits. He cauted Ga 
* dara, demolifhed a little before, to gratify Deme- 
trius, hisfreed man, to berebuilt; and reftored Hip- 
pon, Scythopolis, Dion, Mariffa, Azotus, Jamnia, 
-and Arethula, being inland places, to their former 
inhabitants. ‘Ihe maritime towns of Gaza, Joppa, 
Dora, and Stratcn’s Tower, were all fet tree, and an- 
nexed cto the province of Syria. 
Straton, when.it was afterwards rebuilt by Herod, 
“and beautified with ftately ports and temples, .was 
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fembled aconfiderable nuniber of forces, pofeffed 
himielf of feveral placcs in difterens-parts of the 
country. In conlequence of this, Gabinius was lent 
Gabiniuss a from Rome, with the commuiflion of general, and 
Rema 2¢- upon an expedition againit Alcxander, wherein he 
ner ors? nerformed many memorable exploits. flyrcanus, 
moo the high-prieft, was not now in condition to make 
refiftance; though he had in contemplation to re- 
build che walls of Jerufalem chac Pompeyhad deftroy- 
‘ed; but the Romans would not iuifer him to put his 
delign intoexecution. Alexander, ranging up and 
down the country, had collected a promilcuous 
body of Jews, and pthers, amounting to i0,cco 
foot, and'1500 horte. Efe ftored and fortified the 
caltle of Alcxandrios, near Coresz, and Macheras, 
onthe borders of Arabia, in the interim, Gabi- 
nius difpatched one of: his principal officers, with a 


atvances body of cholen troops, who were joined by a con- 
aut ier, fiderable number of Jews, under the command of 
‘Alexatider. 


Petholaus and Malichus, two braveand experienced 
generals, and foan after followed himfeli with che 


main bedy of his army. : 


As foon as Alexander found Gabinius was pro- 
ceeding towards him, he rhoughe it moit prudent to 
make a retreat towards Jerulalem, which he ac- 
cordingly did’ wich all poffible expedition. Gabi- 
nius, however, clofely followed, and overtook him 
as he approached the city, fo phat a battle unavoid- 
ably enfued, in which 3000 of Alexander's troops 
were putto the tword, and the like number taken 
prifoners. Gabinius, after this, laid fiege to the 
caftle of Alexantlrion, but with an offer and promite 
of pardon to the defendants, if they would turrender 
the place. The. befieged kepe a ttrong out-guard 
under the walls of the caftle, a great number of 
which were cut off by-the Romans, under Marcus 
Antonius, who fignalized his valour upon the oc- 
cafion. Gabinius, unwilling to lole time, left a 
pare of his army behind to attend to the liege, went 
Be Rouitas himfelé to take a ‘view of the reft of the country, 
ésestorns and gave ordets for the rebuilding of what cities 
Rant vitico. > * a . : 

had been deftroyed; as Samaria, Azotus, Scytho- 
polis,’ Anthedon, Raphia, Dora, Mariffa, Gaza, and 
divers other places. When this was done, thele 
places became very convenient habitations, after 


Routs him, 
and invelts 
Aicxune 
énun, 


having been long detferted.. 

Gabinius, having thus arranged affairs in the 
country, returned to Alexandrion in -profecution of 
the fiege, where Alexander took the opportunity of 
making fubmiffion by hisambaffadors, upon condi- 
tion of delivering up to him the caftles of Hyreania, 
Macheeras, and Alexandrion, which Gabinius‘ac- 
cepted of, ‘but razed them all three to the ground. 
After this he had an application from the mother 
of Alexander, who was well affeéted towards the 
Romans, her hufband, and the reit-ofher children, 
being theh prifoners act Rome. 
her nothing fhe afked; ‘infomuch, that’ Hyréanus 
was brought to Jerufalem, and reftored to his of- 
fice of high-prieft._ ‘There were conftituted, at this 
time, five courts of judicature, and a divifion made 
of the whole province into five cqual parts, viz. Je- 
rulalem, Gadara, Amathus, ‘Jericho, and“Saphora, 
which is a city: of Galilee.” They came, by this 
means, to be delivered from the tyranny they com- 
plained of, and were again under an ariftocratica] 
torn of government. . } 
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CHAP. XI. “2 
Ls purfued aud 


4riftobulas makes his efeape from Rome. 
{ ‘brought back. Gabinius, after divers JSucceffes, goes 
| to Kome, and is fucceeded by Craffus. 
brlein of Ae time after this, Ariftobulus (with * 
thier. ~~ & his fon Antigonus) efcaped'from Rome, and 
imo 0ing into Judaea, (was joined: by a great num- 
"a, ber ot Jews, tome of whom were influenced tocoun- 


tenance him merely from a defire of changing their 
fituation, and others from a Principle of fidelity and 
affection, Fe made an’attempt to repair the for- 
trefs of Alexandrion; but, on receiving information 
that Gabinins ‘had difpatched an‘army in purfuit of 
: NO. 19, : 5% : : 


. Gabinius. 


Gabinius denied - 


him, he retreated to Machzras, where he difmiffed 

the ulelefs part of his followers, retaining only 

8eoo men, whom he thought capable of bearing 

arms, end had refolurion cnough to ftand a contreft. 

Ina ihort time the Roman army arrived, and a ge- ¥ 
neral engagement took place, in which Ariftobulus Ue a ee 
and his adherents fought with great bravery, .but G2'y.r” 
were at length compelled to yicid to the fuperior mans, 
power of the enemy, with the lofs of 5000 men. - 
‘wo thouland of the remainder gained a hill, and 
made jome farther refittance, whilit Ariftobulus, 
with the other thouland, cut a paflage through 
the Roman army, and retired to Machzeras. . Arit- 
tobulus Hactered himielf that Gabinius would con- . 
fent to a tuipention of hoitilities, whereby he might’ 


be enabled to reinforce his army, and put the place , 


in a better pofture of defence. But he foon tound 
himielf miftaken, for the Romans immediately pro- 
ceeded to affaulc the place, which was defended 
with great bravery tor two days, when a compleat 


victory was gained over Ariltobulus, who, with his ariiobutus 


‘fon Antigonus, were putin chains, and fent prifoners fént back 


prifoner to 


to Rome. He had been three years and an half in a 


the poficfion of the pontificate and the kingdom, 
and had acquitted ‘himfelf with great honour 1n the 
refpective charges. : 
ther to perpetual imprifonment; but the fons, atlivery. 
through the mediation of Gabinius, were ferat liber- 

ty, and permitted to return to their own country. 

Gabinius had now entered upon anexpedition  , 

againit the Parthians, and pafled over the river Eu- 
phrates; but afterwards changing his mind, he bent Gabinius 
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The fenate fentenced the fa- nis fons fet 


his courte towards Egypt, for the reftoring of Pro- propofes the 


Jemy. Antipater turnifhed him, tor this enterprize, tforstion 
with corn, arms, and money, and broughtover num- 
bers of the Jews, abour Pelufium, into an alliance 
with him. ; ei 

At his return Gabinius found Syria in an uproar; 
for Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus, having made 


of Ptoleiny. 


himielf mailer of the kingdom, harrafted the coun- Ree 
try with a powerful army, and forced many of the qavernnicae. 


Jews over to his party, Killing all the Romans he Sndcom.. 


could come at in his paffage, and befieging the ref mits out--. 

upon the mount of Gerizim, whither thcy had Bed pees 

tor fanétuary. : woe 
Gabinius, finding the Syrians’in this diforder, fent 

Antipater, a man of approved prudence and inte- 

Zrity, to attempt to bring’ them to reafon and due 

obedience. Ete executed his commiffion with'fuch 


addrefs, that he brought off feveral of the revolters, 1s totally 


overthrown 


but could not in the Icaft degree prevail wich Alex- by the Roe 


ander;.for having collected: an ‘army of 30,000, man army, 


Jews, he was réfolved to try a decifive battle with. 
They came, in fine, to action at mount 
Itabyr, and the Jews lott 10,000 men ‘in’ the én- 
counter, _ ; a : : . : 
Affairs being thus fettled in Jerufalem,' the’ con- 
queror, by the advice of Antipater, marched again{t 
the Nabathaéans, and gave them a total defeat, dif- 
charging two noble Parthians, Mithridates and Or- 
fanes, who came to him for protection, giving gut 
a-report thar they were fled into their own country. 
Gabinius, ‘having now acquitted himfelf with the 6. jinins 
greateft honour in all his commiffions, returnect co yeturns to 


Rome; and Craffus fiicceeded him in his command.. Rome laden 


with ho- 
nous. 


The exploits of Pompey and Gabinius, againit the 
Jews, may be feen in the hiftories of Nicolaus, of 
Damafcus, and Strabo, of Cappadocia; -and they 
concur in their teftimony. 7 


CHAP. 


Craffus, the fucceffor of Gabinius, a perfidious chare&er. 
4s, routed: by the Parthians. -Caffius obtaiits Syria, 
checks the progres of the Parthians, and comes inte 
Judea. . - ’ , 


AME. 


f RASSU, S, having undertaken the preparation of Craftus pile 


a war again{t the Parthians, came to J udaza, and ases the 
feized not.only the two thouland talents that Pom- ‘™F!* 
pey left untouched from a motive of con{cience, 
but pillaged the temple of all the treafuré he could 
find, to the amount of eight thoufand talents more. 

He cane away with him alfo,.a wedge of gold, = 
ii - the 


i) aber Ree me ao 


Speco ee Mee eas 8 


By 


3] 
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the weight of three hundred mina, reckoning every 
mina, according to the Jewilh computation, at two 
pounds and an half. Eleazar, the prieft, who had 
the cullody of the holy treafure, delivered it up to 
Craffus, not from a cenfurable motive, tor he was.a 
man of probity, but as a compofition for all the reft. 
This wedge ot gold was lodged in a wooden beam, 
that was made hollow for its _reception;.nor hed 
any man knowledge of it but Eleazar himlelf, who 
finding Craffus very defirous of obtaining it, re- 
figned it up to him, upon his mott folemn oath, 
that he was abundantly farisHied, and that che hang- 
ings, of ineftimable value, and other rich ornaments, 
baonine tothe temple, in che pofic Mon of the high- 
prieft, fhould remain untouched. But he perfdi- 
oufly violated his oath, rifled the temple from the top 
to che bottom, and {Lript it to the bare walls. 


Te will not be a matter of wonder that fo- prodi- 
ious a mafs of wealth was lodged in this temple, 
when it is confidered how long the Jews were in col- 
lecting it, and chat ic came from ali quarters of the 
earth where theworfhipotthe true God was known. 
Befides, itis a truch, attefted and confirmed by the 
authority of feveral hiftorians, and, amongit the reft, 
‘Tettimony . Strabo, the Cappadocian. He writes, that ‘¢ Mi- 
oF ean “© thridates fent to the ifle of Coos tor fome money 
tana. ** O£ Cleopatra’s, that the had depofited there, 

** and for eight hundred talents-belonging to the 
<* Jews.” 
buc what is facred and dedicated to the fervice of 
God, and itis abundantly evident, that the Afiatic 
Jews tranimiteed this treafure from thence to Coos, 
upon the apprehenfion of a war with Mithridates. 
Nor can it be imagined that the Jews of Judaa, 
who had a much ftronger and fater place near hand, 
that is to fay, the temple and city of Jerufalem, 


would ever have fence their money away for better | 


fecurity to Coos; neither can it be fuppofed that'it 
came from the Alexandrian Jews, for they were too 
far diftant to have any apprehenfion of Mithri- 
dates.’ 
Ansther Strabo himfelf alfo bears witnefs tothis in another 
teftimony of place, where writes, ‘* ‘hat Syla, paffing through 
Strabo. “© Greece, to carry oh a war again{t Mithridates, fent 
** Lucullus to Cyrene, that was then diftraéted with 
“© feuds and factions among the Jews, a people who 
‘* had fpread themielves over the face of the whole 
“earth.” Ele further relates, “hat the Cyrena- 
“ans were ranged into four clafles, viz. Burghers, 
. * Fluibandmen, Strangers, and Jews: thatthe Jatt 
** divifion are fo univerfally dilperfed, that there is 
S*. fcarcely any habitable parts of the earth where 
** they have not fome kind of eftablifhment: thar 
** Egypt, Cyrene, and feveral other countries, while 
** they were under the jurifdiétion of:the fame 
‘* prince, embraced, in many places, the Jewifh 
** laws, rights, and cuftoms, and trained up their 
*¢ children in a conformity to the Jewith difcipline: 
** that, in Egypt, they had whole colonics of them: 
“© belides, they had a right of property, by formal 
*‘ affignment, in a confiderable part of the city of 
“ Alexandria, where they had magiftrates, courts 
“ of judicature, and methods of deciding, claims to 
** property, peculiar to themfelves; and all-chis as 
*° regular and binding as if eftablifhed by fandtion 
“* of government.” Let this fuffice tor the tefti- 
Mmony of Strabo. 3 


Craffus fatty | When Craffus had difpofed of the affairs in Judea, 
inanexpe- according to his pleafure, he marched into Parthia, 
dition | —s where he and his whole army were cut off. But 
agnin Par- Caftius made his retreat into Syria, where hechecked 

the progrefs of the Parthians, who were now grown 
infolent upon their fuccefs. He-went afterwards to 
Tyre, and fo to Judzea, where he tools Tarichez by 
affaule, and made thirty thoufand prifoners. Among 
the reft was Pitholaus, a partizan of Ariftobu- 
lus, whom hecaufed to be put to death, at the in- 
ftance of Antipater, a man of eminence with the 
Idumazans, through a marriage with an Arabian 
wife of illuftrious defcent. Her name was Cypron; 
and by her he had four fons, Phalacl, Herod, (who 
was atterwards king), Jofeph, and Pheroras, andan 
only daughter, called Salome. - This Antipater, 
through a generofity and.atfability of difpofition, 


. Catlins re- 
pulfes the 
Parthians, 


Progeny of 
Antipater, 
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Now wehave, in public creafure, nothing 


acquired great authority: in 


_tipater, as their countryman, and efpecially on the 


B OOK XW: 


had conciliated the efteem of aJl the princes and 
characters of rank about him, buec more elpecially ..., 
the king of Arabia, to whom he committed the pro. ching 
tection of his children, during the war wich Arto. Asus. 
bulus.. Caffius, having by this time reinforced his 
army, advanced to the river Euphrates, to meet the 
Parthians, who were ‘preparing to oppofe him. 


CHAP. XIIL 


Aviftobulus, and his fon Alexander, are taken off by 
: Pompey’s party. ae 
WEEN Ceefar had prevailed. in aconteft be. 
- tween him and Pompey, who, together with posse, 
the whole fenate, had abandoned the city of Rome, fieina 
.and fled beyond the Ionian Sea, he formed a detign ®™ 
of jetting Ariltobulus at liberty, and difpatching 
him to Syria, with the command of two legions, to . 
keep that province in order. But the fatistaction 
Ariftobulus propofed to himfelf trom the triendfhip 
and fanction of Cwelar, was ioon fruftrated; for be- aura, 
tore he could get out of Rome, fome of Pompey’ is poiicd 
tations found means of difpatching him by poifon, y Pos 
His body lay embalmed for a confiderable time, cil] *""* 
at length it was removed by Anthony, who caufed 
it to be carried into Judaza, and there honourably 
interred in the royal iepulchre. 


The fate of Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus, 

was no lefs deplorable than that gf his father; for ae 
Pompey, having fentenced him to death, for fedi- any 
tious practices againit the Romans, fent an order to coma 
Scipio to have him beheaded, which was accord. * 
ingly executed in. the city of Antioch. Ptolemy 
Mennezus, govertior of Chalcis, near Libanus, dif- 

atched his ion Philippion to the widow of Arifto- 
batue: at Afkalon, to requeft thar fhe would fend 
with him her fon Antigonus, and his fifters.  Phi- 
lippion became enamoured with one of them, whole, 
name was Alexandra, and married her; but he was 
atterwards flain by-Prolemy, his father, who married 
Alexandra, and took. the family under his pio- 
tection, ; 












CHAP, XIV. 
Gallant exploits of Antipater. 


ic Seals hg Sieaek or i ; its Cob 
which Czefar had gained over him, Antipater ae 


Judea, through the quad 
many conliderable fervices he rendered him at the fym 
inftance of Fiyrcanus, in his war upon Egypt. 
When Mithridates, of Pergamus, was bringing in 
his auxiliaries, and not able to. continue his rout — 
through’ Pelufium, but obliged to make a hale at. 
Afkalon, Antipater joined him with an armed body 

of 3cc0 Jews, and brought in jeveral leading men 

of Arabia, and all Syria, to his affiftance. Among 
thele were Jamblicus,.a prince of the country, and 
his fon Ptolemy; and ‘lholomy, of Libanus, .the 
fon of Sohema, with the governors of the cities in 
general; among whom there prevailed an emulation 

of, fignalizing themielves in his fervice. 


“Mithridates, thus yeinforcéd, advanced out, of cid 
Syria into Pelufiem, where the inhabitants refuling ieina 
him entrance, he iat down before he place, and al- ore 
faulted it. Antipater gallantly entered the breacn, 
and was fo well feconded in the aétion, that, by chis 
means, the town was taken, But as he, together 
with Mithridates, was haflening to Ceefar, the Egyp- 
tian Jews, in the country of Onias, oppoled their 
paffage, ull, through the power and intereft of An- 


pe TER the death of Pompey, and the victory anit | 





fightof a lettertrom Hyrcanus, the high -prielft, they 
were brought over to ‘fair terms ‘with Casfar, an 

upon thatconfideration, fupplied them with -what-. 
ever they had occafion for upon their march. . This 
important fervice was effected through rhe media- 
tion of Antipater, and the letter of the high-prieft,, 
which alfo induced the inhabitants of Memphis to 


efpoufe the-fame caule and intereft. CHAP 


vox XIV. 





CHAP XV. 
























Antipater is highly honoured by C.cfar, who détermines 
“a caufe depending between him and EHyrcanus on the 
one fide, and Antigonus on the other, in favour of 


- the former. - 


OON after this, Micthridates and Antipater 
S came to a pitched battle with the enémy, at a 
place called Delra, and upon a, particular ipot of 
ground, known by the name of the Jewifh Campi 
the former commanding che right wing, and che 
latter the left. Ic happened -that Mauthridates, 
being hardly preffed, his men gave way, and chedif- ° 
order was very near being attended witha totalrout; 
bue Antipater, ac the very crifis, came up along the 
bank of the river with a detachment co his relief, 
refcued his friends, and, in oné word, vanquifhed 
anenemy exulting in the immediate view of victory. 
Having made himielf matter of their camp, he re- 
called Mithridates, who .was left a great way be- 
hind, to take his part of the booty. Tn this action, 
about eight hundred of the party of Mithridates 
fell; buc of that of Antipater, not more than 
fifty. : ; : 

Mithridates, in his letter to Caefar, reciting the 
particulars of this event, liberally awarded to Anti- 
pater the honour of the day, both in the prelerva- 
tion of the army, and the victory obtained at fo fin- 
gular a crifis. Cazfar, duly imprefitd both with 
his conduét and courage, employed him in the molt 
honourable pofts ever after, of: which he bore a 
memorable teftimony in the many wounds he re- 
ceived in his fervice. : 


At the expiration of this war, Ceefar went back, 
by fea, into Syria, where he treated. both Hyrcanus 
and Antipater with Gingular tokens of refpect. The 
one he confirmed in the pontificate; and the other he 
madea freeman of Rome, with all the privileges and 
immunities of the city. Some report that Hlyrca- 
nus was perfonally in_this war, and aétually came 
into Egypt. Strabo, of Cappadocia, bears witnefs to 
this, when he affirms, on the authority of AJfinius, 
7 That,upon the coming of Mithridates into Egypt, 
«| Hyrcanus, the high-prieft of the Jews, came 

along with him.” He writes in another place, upon 
the credit of Hyficrares,.“* That Mithridates came 
mf firft thither alone, and then fent for Antipater, the 
« Governor of J udza, to. Afkalon, whobroughthim 
3 three thoufand men; and ‘that, upon his counfel 
. and perfuafion, divers of the princes and: great 
«, men of the country, went over to him, and, 

amonglt the reft; Hyrcanus, the high-prieft.”” 


About this time -Antigonus, the fecond fon of 
Ariftobulus, came to Czaefar, and laid his com plaints 
before him, relative to the murder of his father and 
brother, who, he faid, were cruelly put to death by 
the contrivance of the partizans of the late Pompey. 
He uttered the bittereft invectives againft Hyrcanus 
and Antipater, whom he reprefented as the caufe of 
himfelf and brethren being cruelly driven from their 
hative country; and at the fame time charged them 
with having opprefied the public, for the fake of in- 
dulging their own private pafions. He further 
faid, that the affiftance they had rendered him, pro- 
ceeded rather from fear than refpect, and was only 
Meant to make fome compenfation for their former 
attachment to Pompey. : o 


_ Antipater, one of the parties thus accufed by An- 
tigonus, was at this time with Czefar; and, in order 
todeflroy the intended effect of thefe reproaches, he 
expoled his wounds, as the beft teftimony "he could 
oe of his loyalty to Ceefar, which having done, he 
ipoke as follows: “It is a matter of aftonifhment 
« (aid he) that this man, the fon of a declared 
eg ChEMY to the ftate of Rome,.and inheriting the 

rebellious Principles of his father, fhould have- 
: ene cfrontery thus to accufe the moft zealous of 
7 fhe np iubletts, and to arrogate a merit to him- 
« Ae aoe conduét has rendered him defery- 


ee 
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_, Caéfar, having lieard both parties, inflead of giv= 
ing the leaft countenanceto Antigonus, immediately 
conferred the pontificate upon Hyrcanus; gave An- 
tipater his choice of any command he might prefer; 


and conferred upoii him the dignified -poit of lieu- 
tenant-governor of Judza. 


CHAP: XVi: 


Liyrcanus obtains permiffion, from Cfar, tarebiild the 
walls of Ferufalem. Decree of the Roman fenate, 
vefpecting an alliance with the ‘Fews. Decree of the 
Athenians to tbe Jameinport. Antipater addreffes 
the people of. Ferufelem. 


HE walls of Jerufalem having been demo- 
j lifhed by Pompey, Hyrcanus preferred a re- 
quefk to Caefar, for permiffion to rebuild them, 
which was immediately granted; with the moft re- 
{pectful ceremony, letters being difpatched to the 
confuls at Rome, for entering the refolution in the 
records of the capitol. The copy of the decree ran 
as follows: ’ 


Decree of the fenate affembled in the Temple of 
Concord, upon the ides of December; prefent 
Lucius Coponius, the fonof Lucius, and Caius 
Papirius Quirinus. 


*¢ ‘Whereas it appeareth unto the fenate; upon the 
“© report of Valerius, the fon of Lucius Praztor, that 
“* it is requelted and propoted by Alexander, the fon 
** of Jafon, Numenius, the fon of Antiochus, and 
** Alexander, the fon of Dorotheus, ambaffadors on 
“ behalf of the Jews, our good and faithful allies, 
“* chat the ancient league of friendfhip may be re- 
** newed betwixt us; and that, in token of their 
** good-will, they have brought a prefent of a 
“© golden cup and buckler, valued at fifty thoufand 
** crowns, defiring letters of recommendation to all 
‘* governors and free towns, for a fafe pafflage, both 
** by feaand land, through all their ports and ter- 
** ritories. Be it therefore ordered by this fenate, 
“© that the fame league of friendfhip be renewed and 
°* eftablifhed, the requefts of the ambaffadors agreed 
** to and granted, and their prefent accepted.” 


. This decree paffed in the ninth year of the ponti- 
ficate of Hyrcanus, and in the month of Panemus; 


. Hyrcanus had. great honour done him by the ré- 
Foeus of Athens, in acknowledgment of their ob- 
igations to him, as appears from the following 
decree: 


Decree of the Athenians, bearing date the twenty- 
fifth day of the month Panemus; Dionyfius 
Afclepiades being prefident and high-prieft; 
Agathocles, Archon, and Eucles, the fon of 
Meander, fcribe; on the eleventh of the Pryta- 
nea, jn the month Munichion: a council of 
the Proedri being met in the theatre; and after 

. gathering the fulfrages of the people, by the 
high-prieft, Dorotheus, and his affeffors, Dio- 
nyfius, the fon of Dionyfius, made publication 
as follows: : 


¢ Forafmuch as Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, 

‘* high-prieft and prince of the Jews, hath, upon 
** all occafions, both public and private, as well 
“* in the generous reception of our ambaffadors, as 
°° otherwife, given proof of a fingular affection and 
** efteem, both for our nation in’general, and the 
* citizens of Athens in particular, whereof we 
“ have received many inftances; and forafmuch as 
© we have received.credibleinformation from Theo- 
‘* dofius, the fon of Theodorus, of Sunium, of the 
* virtue of the faidexcellent prince, and his triendly’ 
“ difpofition to do us all good offices in his power; 
“* wehaverefolved toprefent. him with the honorary 
** acknowledgment of a crown of gold; to ereét a 
“* brazen ftatue tohim in the temple of the people 
*© and the graces to his memory; and to have it no- 
** tified Py. proclamation, in all theatres and places 
Ic exercifes, and fpectacles in honour of 

‘© Bacchus, Minerva,.Ceres, &c. that wé have pre- 
’ S* fented 
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oGr goa: ds and affociates, fo lung as this auiiy 
Mad) conmonue beuwixe us; for the mantteflation 
“Sar ouree citude and juice coward all men of 
“fino, and the encouraging, of goud otlices to- 
“ward usior the future. We do likewise order 
“that a fic choice be torthwith made of ambatfa- 
dors, Tron) among the Athenians, to attend Elyr- 
e2aus in our name, with this our decree and pre- 
* yerits.? : 


we 


uy 


When Cafar had fextled the affairs of Syria, he 
took his departurc, cogether with Antipaier, who, 
immediately on his return to Jerufalem, gave or- 
ders for the repairing che walls which Pompey had 
demolihed, and then took a cour throughout the 
different paris of the province, to eftablifh good or- 
der and tranquillity among the people. He told 
them thar, * Jf they oblerved a duc obedience to 
Piyreanus, they fhould enjoy plenty and happinefs ; 
buc ifthey fought to gratify their private intereits 
atthe expence of the public good, by fedirious 
practices and innovations, he would himfelf prove 
a nigid governor; and they would find in the perfon 
of tfyrcanus, inftead of a mild and gracious prince, 
awcrucland unrelenting tyrant; andconcluded with 
aliuring them, that the Caelars, and denate af Rome 
themfelves, would become their implacable ene- 
mies, if they refufed obedience to thole who were 
tet over them.” 


CHAP. XVI. 


sdutipater appoints bis fons, Phafael and Herod, to the 
goverment of Ferifalem and Gelilee. Antipater 
aneurs the envy of the Jews. Teed ts accufed before 
Liyreaius, Proclamation ia favour of the Jews. 


UT though Antipater, for political reafons, 

recommended great deterence trom the people 
to Ldyrcanus,, yet he was contcious of his incapa- 
city to dilcharge the duties of his office, and was 
theretore determined to takeevery neceflary precau- 
tion againit any dangers that night arte in conte. 
quence thercol. “Vo this end he appointed his eldeit 
fon, Phatacl, fuperincendant over Jerusalem, to une 
government of Galilee. : 


TYerod, though but fifteen years of are, was of 
a pregnant gentus, and enterprizing {piric; nor was 
ic long before he difeovered hinvelf to be capable 
of great undertakings. ‘There happened, at. this 
time, to bea gang of defperate robbers who inletted 
Galilee, with the neighbouring parts of Covlo-Syria, 
committing che mol horrid depredations wherever 
they wene. Lhe firtt inftance of the prowels of 
Herod was upon this bandicti, whom he purfued, 
engaged, and took, together with Lechias, the 
commander in chict, and put lim so death, es a 
terror to thofe who efcaped, from the conmmiftion 
of the fame crimes, ‘PY his enterprize procured Le- 
red a very-diltinguifhed thare of reputation 3; and 
the people conlidcered him as the man to whom they 
were indebted For the fecure and happy enjoymence 
oftheirlives, liberties, and pofféffions. Iclikewie 
made hin known to Sextus, kinfman to Cacfir the 
Great, who had the adminiftration of Syria, and 
excicedan emulation in his brother Phatacl, of en- 
deavouring to obtain public favour by the upright. 
nels OF his conduct. ble was, indeed, a man of 
public fpirict, and lo moderate in the exercile of his 
pewer, thar he gained the general citeem of the 
people. “Phe reputation of his conduct contribu. 
ted nota ditde co inereafle chat of Wotipater, who 
expericnced as high a depree of veneration as he 
could hive done bad he been adiually the lovereign 
ofthe peoples yet fo far was he trom being trant: 
ported beyond ‘the bounds of moderation by his 
ical tuccels, chat he preferved, ino the Qrietctt 
manner, hig fidelity to his friend Tlyreanus, 








TLQUIYIES 


! 
| 


or rue JRWS, r 7 
nay, 
‘Phe wesithy power, and gronccur, of Anche. 


t 
the aigiety ca dis denuty, anc the venenae : 
Which the poorte hele him and his fons, 
Hin dans cncaies amen the leading men oy the’ 
jews, morecipcciaily when they found he was ee ! 
vounitc Gi ue emperor, as well as with the peoples, 
Rome in general. “Vhey therefore endeavoured S 
traduce his character, and bring upon him the p.. 
pular odiunss to cect which, they infinusied ae 

he had embexzled contiderable fums of ees 
which he had received from Eqyrcanus ter ihe 2 
of the Romans. Sut the principal thing which a> 
alledged as the eauic of their diMutisra@ion. wi 
the violence, dari, and ambitious temper or ie 
rod; infomuch, that, in che heat of their indieag 
tion, they wenc tn a body ro Elyrcanus, whom hse 
haughtily addrciled in words co this effeet: 


“ Why will you’be negligent, while every thing 
is going to deftruction? Do you not perceive ! 
that Antipater and his fons divide the preroc,. : 
tives and emoluments of the royal power, while + 
you are prince only intitle and name? Be cay. 
tious cre matters proceed coo far; for, depend 
on it, your government and lite are equally in 
danger. It you confider thoie youths as your 
deputies, you are mittaken; for,.in fac, they 
are mailers, Herod’s treatment ot Ezechias, and 
his companions, was a violation of public juttice. 
it being murder to put a man to, death’ withouc 
the ceremony of trial, however ‘atrocious hig 
crimes may have been: but Herod has exercifed 
an arbitrary power, without the leaft pretence ot 
authority rer {0 doing, and therefore ouglir to be 
rendered amenubie to juitice for the iniquities he 
has committed.” fs . 
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’ Thefe complaints, added to the clamour of many 
women inthe temple, who called daily upon prince 
and people tor juttice upon Herod for the murder 
of their children, induced Hyrcanus to appointa 
day of hearing and trying the caufé berwixt Herod 
and his accuicrs before a court of judicature. He- 
rod obeyed the fovercign mandate, and wentto Je- 
rafalem, not altogether as a private man, bur ac- 
cording to his Tather’s precaution, attended only by 
fuch a train as.was deemed neceffary for the tecu- 


rity of his perfon. co 


Sextus Crefar, having conctived a great efteem 
for Herod, immediately interpoted in his’ behalf, by 
difpatching mefitngers to Hyrcanus, adding mena- 
ces to requeit thathe would difmifs the complaintexs 
hibited againtl him. Herod, ‘on his arrival ac! 
Jerufalem, appearcd before the court, atthe head of he 
whom fat Hyrcanus.  Flis’ appearance and retinue +* 
fo awed that venerable aflembly, ‘that they all con- 
tinued mute fome time, no perfon attempting to bring 
the leatt chargeagainithim, ull pelenpehane Sava 
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“a nmain too juit co be corrupted, and toa inhocentto 


fear, arole, and thus addre ff the court: :: 


ha bp, 







“ST never (faid he) before faw a prifoner atthe .y, 


* bar behave in {6 bold and daring a manner, and S, 
“7 Gelieve your oblervation and experience will 
* hardly furntth you with Juch another inftance. Ich 
** has been Tormerly cuttomiary for people, in fucha 
ficuation, to appear, by their drefs and behaviour, 
reigned to the legal enquiry thac awaits them: 
but here is a culprie ho leens to pride himlelin 

hi¢ drefs and attendants, which makes Pe 

if public juftice was more to ‘be dreaded by the 
court than the criminal. Yer T centure noc hin 
tor confulting his own dafecy ratner than the re- 
fpeet due to thedaws, to much as ldo. the king 
and the judges, who have permitred hin to act 
inthis manner. But remember. ehat God is jutl 
and powerful; and the time is advancing when, 
thisman, whom you dercen front the jultice of 
the laws, will be a feourge to you all.” 
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After Sameas had finifhed this fpgech, Lyreanus, 
finding how the judges itood affteted to thecauley 
and apprehending, from the cduntenances of the: 
people in general, that Plerod was, in danger, ad- 
journed che court dll the following day, and, in me 


Inean time, adviled him to fave hinrfelt bya private 
‘ retreat. 


Book XIV. 


retreat. Herod took the advice of Hyrcanus, and 
Heed at immediately repaired co his triend Sextus Caelar, 
thealie who was then at Damatcus, where he declared a 
afte: Hull refolution, that if ever they cited him again to 
wee and thatcourt, he would difclaim cheir jurifcdiction. 
poo Sx This contempt of courtexcited the rejentment of 
usaf. Fhejudges, who endeavoured, by all means, to in- 
cenie Hyrcanus againft him; but though the mat- 
rer wasiufaciently evident, he was fo pulillanimous, 
that he had not courage to take the neceffary means 

to prevent it. 
Hyrcanus was greatly embarraffed at.this repre- 
fenration; but, onreceiving information that Sextus 
had appointed Elerod tothe command of his t oops 
in Syria, his fears increafedco fuch a degree, that he 
was continually apprehenfive that Herod meant to 
depofe him. Nor was his apprehenfion without 
foundation; for Herod, exafperated at the indignity 


of being treated as a criminal, proceeded with an . 


army towards Jerufalem, and would certainly have 
carried his defign into execution, had-it not been 
for the interpofition of his father and brother, who, 
by their arguments, diffuaded him from fo impru- 
dent a proceeding. They befought him by no 


means to think of offering violence to his prince, ” 


to whofe favour and countenance he was indebted 
for the dignified {tation he enjoyed. ‘They told him, 
“ Vhathis indignation, at being accufed, fhould, in a 
great meafure, be appeated by the triendly advice of 
the king: that if he prided himlelf on his power, he 
fhould contider that the meafure he was about to 
puriue,wasnot only unjuft, but unprofitable: that 
the Divine protection could not be expected by that 
man who revolted againit his fovereign; and that 
the prince he meant to oppofe, was his finceretriend 


Uendis and generous benefactor, and one who had, in no 
ivfusted inttance, wronged him, except when irritated bythe 
oR injurious fuggeltions of his enemies.”” Herod was 


rfctment, fo wrought upon by thefé arguments, that he re- 


prefied his indignation, waved his defign of pro-- 


ceeding to hoftilicies, and returned with his army 
to Galilee. 


Ceefar, on his return to Rome, made prepara- 

Anembaty tions for an expedition into Africa again{t Scipio 
from yrs and Cato, and was faluted, on the way, by ambaffa- 
ca dors from Hyrcanus, requefting that he would ra- 
"tify a former league of friendfhip and mutual alli- 
ance. This juggefts the propriety of introducing, 

in this place, a formal account of the honours that 

the Roman emperors have paid to our nation, and 

the leagues of alliance chey haveformed withiit, that 

it may be evident to the world, in what efteem we 

have been held by the kings of Afia and Europe, as 

tokens of our.courage and fidelity. Though many 


will not credit the hiltories of the Perfians and Ma. - 


cedonians, becaufe they are nor generally authenti- 
cated, none can difpute the decrees of the Romans, 
as they are ftill extant in the capitol, and engraven 
upon pillars of brafs. Befides this, Julius Cacfar 
made a pillar of brafs tor the Jews at Alexandria: 
but, as a demonftration, I fhall now cite the decrees 
made by the fenate, andby Julius Czefar, in henour 
of adil in particular, and our nation in ge- 
neral.. 


“* Caius Julius Czefar, emperor, Pontifex Maxi- 
‘© mus, and the tecond time diétaror, to the 
“a 


“© orecrine = 
greeting: 


“* IT fend you the copy of a letter of ours to Hyr- 
canus, the fon of Alexander, the prince and high- 
pricit of the Jews, to be engraved upon a brafs 
table, the infcription in Latin and Greek, and 
«, 2, remain among your regifters for after-times. 
* The Jecteritfelf in fubftance as follows :??~ 
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** Caius Julius Czefar, emperor, Pontifex Maxi- 

: mus, and the fecond time di€tator, hath, 

- with’ the ‘advice and confent of the fenate, 
appointedthe publicarion of this decree : 


** Forafmuch as Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, 
a Jew, hath at -all times, as well in war as in 


“* peace, approved himfelf to be our trufty good 
No. 19. 


oe 


magiltracy, fenate, and the people of Sidon,: 
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i-friend and ally; as appeareth by feveral attefta« 

tions of unquettionable credit, and, particularly 
* by the fupply of fifteen hundred choice men, that 
hefentto Mithridates, to my affiftance, in the late 
i, Alexandrian war: thele fervices and good offices 
daly confidered, I do hereby confirm and efta- 
** blifh unto Hyrcanus and his heirs, the perpetual 
** government of the Jews, both as their prince and 
high-prieft, after the manner and method of their 
own laws; and, from this time forward, enroll 
them among my trufty and well beloved triends; 
and ratify an affinity with them as my affociates: 
And it is my pleafure Jikewife, thar all the legal 
pontifical rights and privileges be devolved upon 
himandhisionstorever: and incafe any contro- 
verly. {hall ariie among the people concerning the 
Jewith ditcipline, himfel’ and his tamily, in the 
courle of fucceffion, to be the only judges of it. 
It is morcover my willand pleafure, that the Jews 
be difcharged the burden of winter-quarters, and 
of all public payments. 


“© Tce is ordered (Caius Crefar being conful) that 
the governmentot the Jews fhalldefcend trom 
Jdyrcanus to his heirs forever, with all the pol- 
jeflions, grants, and emoluments, belonging or 
annexed tothe pontificate: the high-prieft to have 
the judgment of all caufes. And it is likewile 
appointed that ambafladors be forthwith fent to 
liyrcanus, the fon ot Alexander, the high-prieft 
of the Jews, with inttructions to treat about a 
friendly alliance with him: and thatthefe particu- 
lars be fairly inferibed upon brazen tables in La- 
tin and Greek, to be fer up in the capicol at ‘Vyre, 
Sidon, Afkalon, and in the temples, to the end 
that this our pleafure may be duly made known 
through all our dominions, and that none may 
pretend ignorance, and for the honour of our 
friends, and, for a recommendation of theiragents 
and minitters, to a fingular refpeét and efteem in 
all places where they fhall come. 


“* Caius Ceefar, emperor, dictator, and conful, tak- 
ing inco his confideration the honour, friendthip, 
and good fervices of Hyrcanus, doth hereby, for 
the benefitand advantage of the ienate and people 
ot Rome, grant unto Hyrcanus, the fon ot Alex- 
ander, ana to his fons atter him, by an hereditary. 
right of fucceffion, the authority and office of 
princes and pricits of Jerufalem, and of the whole 
nation of the Jews, to be by them exercifed and 
enjoyed, in fuch manner as their anceftors enjoyed 
and exerciied the faid dignities before them. 


an 
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“ Caius Czefar, the fifth time conful, hath or- 
dained and appointed, that the city of Jerufaluem 
fhall’be repaired and fortified; and that Hyrea- 
nus, the prince and high-prieft of the Jews, and 
the ion of Alexander, fhall have the adminiftra- 
tion of the government, with an abatement upon 
the duty, every fecond year, of a part of their 
, taxes, an exemption trom carriages, and other 
* tributes. 


** Caius Caefar, emperor, hath likewife ordained . 
. that the inhabitants of Jerufalem fhall pay a 
yearly tribute for itfelf, and all its dependencies, 
faving only the city of Joppa, with an exemption 
of all duty from the feventh year, which they 
call Sabbatical, or the Year of Reft, in which 
they neither fow,; plant, or reap, either fruit or 
grain. And it is his pleafure alio, that the Jews, 
* in Sidon, pay a tribute, of the fourth part of their 
fruits, every fecond year, for a duty, befide the 
tenths to Hyrcanus and his fons, as they have 
paid formerly to their predeceffors. And farther, 
that no governors, military officers, or ambaffa-' 
dors, prefume to raife any joldiers, or impoie any 
charges, upon the lands of the Jews, whether for 
winter-quarters, or upon any other pretext what- 
foever; but that they may hold. all their pur- 
chaies and acquifitions peaceably and quietly to 
themfelves, without any lett or moleftation what- 
foever, Ic is alfo our farther will and pleafure, 
that the city of Joppa, which the Jews were pof- 
feffed of at their firftentrance into an alliance with 
the Romans, remain under the government of 
Hyrcanus, the fon af Alexander, and his family, 
kk win 
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*© with all te revenues and advantages arifing from 
“ic, whether upon hufbandry, port-duties, taxes, 
*cuitoms, anchorage, impolitions upon gcods, 
S* and exportations of corn for Sidon, once in two 


“© years, favingonly the fabbatical year, wherein(as | 


“© ic is faicl betore) they neither plough, plant, fow, 


“reap, or gather. As to the villages that iyrca- 
** nusand his anceftors formerly enjoyed inthe Great 
** Plain, ic is the will of the fenate, that they con- 
* tinue to Fiyrcanusand the Jews in manner as be- 
** tore, and rhat the fame laws and cuftoms be. {till 
S preferved and exerciled betwixt them and the- 
** priefts, and all advantages made ‘good that had 


.“ been formerly granted to them by the fenate and 


** the peaple of Rome; the fame priviicges exrend- 
** ing even to Lyddiaitlelf And whereas the Ro- 
‘mans had formerly beftowed upon’the kings of 
*S Syria and Cilicia, certain lands and eftates, in re- 
*© toeét of an alliance betwixt them, it is the plea- 
* dure of the fenate, that they {til continue in the 
“ pofiefiun of Hyrcanus, the prince of the Jews. 
** And tarther, that he himielf, his fon, and his am- 
** baffadors, fhall have places afigned them among 
the fenators, to fee the gladiators, and other pub- 
lie-fpectacles; and that upon any occafion of ap- 
plying themfelves tothe fenate, the dictator, or 
“matter ot the horfe, fhall introduce them to their 
audience, and an an{wer to be returned them 
within ten days, if the fenate fhall come to any 
refolution upon the matter.” 


ce 
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Caius Tulius, the fourth time emperor, the fifth 
time conful, and perpetual dictater, makes the fol- 
lowing menticnof Hyrcanus, the ion of Alexander, 
the prince and the high-pricft of the Jews. . 


“Whereas my predeceffors, as, well in the pro- 
“* vinces as in the ienate, have formerly borne wit- 
*© nefs to many honourable reports, on the behalf of 


“© the high-prieft, Hyrcanus, and the generality of 


** the Jews, who have thereupon received thethanks 
** of the fenareand people'ot Rome, in acknowledg- 
ment of their worth and goodneis; we look upon 
thefe friendly cfices and refpécts as obligations 
never to be forgotten, and upon ourlelves as 
bound, in the name of the fenate and people of 
Rome, to give Hyrcanus, his family, and coun- 
trymen, all poffible demonttrations of the lenfe 
we have of their amity and efteem.” 
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** Caius Julius, dictator and conful, to the ma- - 


we 


giftracy, fenate, and body of the Parians, 
“ erecting : . : 

*¢ Whereas application hath been made unto us, 
at Delos, by great numbers of the Jews from {e- 
veral quarters, complaining again{ft you in the 
hearing and pretence of your own ambaffadors, 
** for barring the Jews the Hberty of their country 
** Jaws, and the free enjoyment of their rices.and da- 
**crifices; they having likewife fhewed us the in- 
** ftrument of interdiction icfelf: thefe are to let 
* you underftand, that we will not fuffer any fuch 
“* unreafonable rigour to be practifed towards our 
** friends and allies: but our pleafure is, on the 
** contrary, that they be let alone inthe free and 


ce 
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_** peaceable enjoyment of their cuftoms, feitivals, 


“and facrifices; being no more than the allowance 
** of a privilege which they enjoy in Rome itfelf: 
** for, in the edict of-Caius Caefar, coniul, prohibit- 
“ing all public meetings and congregations in the 
“© city, the Jews alone were permitted to meet toge- 
“ther: and Imytfelf, in another cale of prohibition, 
“excepted the Jews likewile out of thar reitraint, 
“Sand left them to their own ways and manners. 
“© Wherefore, if fo it be, that you have paffed any 
** order to the prejudice of our allies, in the privi- 
“leges that we have thought fit to allow them, it 
“as butjuft and reaforable that you revoke and 
** make void any fuch decree out of refpect to us, 
** and tothem for our fakes, as they are our friends 
** and allies.” ‘ : 


After the death of Caefar, Marcus Antonius, and 


Publius Dolebella, being then confuls, called a 


OF THE 


_-* The emperor * Dolbelia to the magiftrates, «fe. * Titeg 
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fenate, and gave an audience to the ambaffadors of 
Hyrcanus, upon the fubject matter of their inftruc. 
tions, formed anew league with thei, and came to 
a refolution, atlaft, in tavour of all their demands 

Dolubella, having received-letters from Hyrcanus. 
cook occafion, from thence,'to fend difpatches al] 
over Alia, and particularly to Ephefus, the me. 
rebel of that province, in terms to the tolowing 
elece: i ~ 


“ nate, and people, of Ephetus, greeting: Feneralsig 
: . thofe days, 

** Whereas we are given to underftand by Alex. 
ander, the fon of Theodorus, and ambaflador of 
Hyrcanus, the high- priefland prince of the Jews 
inthe name of the faid Hyrcanus, thar the Jews, 
being ticd up by the religion, laws, and conttitu-' 
tions of their country, not to bear arms, travel,* 

or fo much as provide themielves neceffaries for 
life, upon the day of their fabbath, are thereby 
rendered incapable of attending the duties and 
jervices of the war: we do, therefore, order and 
appoint, according to what our predeceffors have 
done before us in the fame ¢afe, that the faid 
Jews be, from this time forward, exempted from 

all military charges, and permitted the liberty of 
meeting, worfhipping, and facrificing, according 
*“totheirown ruleand way. And hereof you are 

** to caufe due notice to be given through all the 

** cities of your province.” 

There are many decrees of ‘the fenate and empe- jf. 

rors of the Romans of this kind; and others which creer ox: 
have been made in favour of Hyrcanus, and of our telaret 
nation. There are alfo decrees of particular cities, “ 
and refcripts of the Preetors to fuch epiltle’ as con- 
cerned the rights and privileges of our nation. But 
it is apprehended that the fpecimens we have in- 
ferted, will be deemed fufficient by fuch as are dit. 
pofed to judge with candour and liberality. We 
have produced marks ftill apparencof the friendfhip 
in which we have been held by the Romans, and de- 
monttrated that thofe marks are engraven upon co- 
lumns and tables of brafs in the capitol, and: pre- 
ferved to this’ day as monuments of that alliance. 
To adduce more proofs would be both tedious and 
unneceffary. I fhall, therefore, throw myfelf on the 
candour of the reader, prefuming that no doubts 
can be entertained of facts confirmed by fuch de- 
montirative evidence, and fo advert to the hiftory. 





-CHAP. XVIIL 


Lhe murder of Fulius C.cfar is followed by a civil war. 
Caffius and Herod join in horrible oppreffious, Ve- 
nality and perjury prevail. a 


BOUT this time a edition happened in Sy- pt 
ria, upon. the following occafion. Czecilius tust 4 

Bailus entered into a plot upon the life of Sextus Miss 
Crefaz, caufed him to be put to death, and took pol the gre 
feffion of the province. ‘Chis outrage was followed ment. 
by a bloody: war upon the borders of Apamia. The 
party attached to Julius Caefar oppofed Baffus with. 
their utmoft power, and were joined by Antipater 
and his fons, in honour to the:memory of his 2lul- 
trious benetaétor, accounting himfelf~bound, by y., 010 
every tie ofjuftice, to take vengeance on the Mure cis 
derers of fo generous a friend. “During this contelt ini 
Marcus camefrom Rome, to take upon him the 80° is 
vernment of Sextus; and, in the mean time, Brutus 
and Caffius, with a band of other ‘confpirators, bar- 
baroufly affaffinated Julius Ceefar in the fenate- 
houfe, after he had retained the imperial dignity for 
the fpace of three years and fix months. 


The death of Julius Cafar occafioned fhocking Faulses* 





contentions and diforders among the fubjects of the ea 
Romanempire. The heads of the people-were Gl juts 
vided into factions, and, regardlefs of the public cate 
welfare, acted according to their refpeétive interelts 

and paffions, and an univerfal anarchy enfued. Cal- 


fius obtained the command of the army in sya 
, be eat 
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which was then before Apamia,-and having foon ; 


‘ _ brought over to his intereft Marcus and Baffus, 
raifed the fiege. He then proceeded trom place to 
place, collecting men, money, and arms, wherever 
he went; but the place he moft opprefied was Ju- 
d&a, on which he levied an enormous tax of be- 
twixe feven and cighe hundred talents of filver: 


During this confufion, Antipater committed the 
care of gathering part of the money fixed on Ju- 
dea, to hisewolons, while Malichus (who was next 
to him in power, and fecretly his enemy) was con- 
cerned with others in collecting the reit. Herod, 
who wasdefirous of obliging the Romans, though 
at the injury of his countrymen, began with the 
mott acceptable prefents to Caffius, of the contri- 
butions of Galilee, as the firft-fruics of his fervice. 
Several cities, under other governors, were expoled 
and fold to the beft bidders, particularly Gophna, 
Emmaus, Lydda, and Thamina, the inhabitants of 
which were, by order of Caffius, fold for Maves. Lie 
was particularly incenfed againit Malichus, and, tor 
his neglect, formed a delign of putting him to 
death, which he certainly would have-done, had 
not Hyrcanus, by the hands of Antipater, pacified 
him with a prejent ofan hundred talents out of his 
own coffers. But Caffius had no fooner lert Syria, 
with’ the treafures he had colle€ted, than Malichus 
concerted meafures tor the dettruction o1 his gene- 
rous benefactor, whom he cenfidered as the only ob- 
ftacle to his ambitious views. Antipater, entertain- 
ing a fufpicion of his defign, as a neceflary caution, 
crofied che river Jordan, and placed himlelf at the’ 
head of as largea body of Jews and Arabians as he 
could collect together. Mialichus, who was_ bold 
and artful, finding himfelf fufpeéted, immediately 
went co Antipater and his fons, and, by perjury, at- 
tempted to prove his innocence. ‘* Can it be ima- 
Eadescon. °° @ined (faid he) that I fhould be fo weak as to 
ridin by ‘* think ofa plot or con{piracy, when J knew that 
eel ** Herod had the command of the armsand maga- 
F *  gines, and that Phafael had che command of Je- 

** rufalem??? In confequence of this and other fub- 
terfuges, Antipater was prevailed on to form a re- 
conciliation with the traitor, Marcus, who then 
held the government of Syria, was fo incenfed at 
the proceedings of Malichus, that, but for the in- 
prctton of Antipater, he would have put him to 

eath, 
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CHAP. XIX.: 


Herod obtains the governinent of the Lower Syria. 
Autipater is treacheroufly taken off by Malichus. 


one en we We re re 
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Ai this time a war commenced between An- 
« chony and the younger Ceefar, (afterwards called 
Auguftus); fo that Caffius, fenfible of thegreat 
: talents ot Herod, nominated him to the govern- 
‘ ment of Coelo-Syria, and appointed him a ftrong 
guard, both of horfe and toot, promifing, at the 
fame time, that, after the war was over, he would 
promote him to the fovereignty of Judzea. The ad- 
vancement of Herod proved of fatal confequence 
to his father; for Malichus, thinking that Anti- 
pater would by that means become {till more power- 
Tul, refolved to dilpatch him; and, to that end, tak- 
Ing the opportunity of Antipater’s one day dining 
with Hyrcanus, he bribed the butler to put poifon 
in his wine, with which he inftantly expired, and 

alichus, with an armed force, took poffeffion of 
the city. Such was the end of Antipater, a man of 
itrict probity, a friend to the diftrefied, and a true 
lover of his country. 


When Herod and his brother heard of this bar- 

barous murder upon the perfor of their father, they 

aes in. VETE Greatly incenfed againit Malichus, who, in 
tr. their own minds, they were convinced was the au- - 

t. thor of it. But Malichus had the confidence to 

foriwear all, and ftand upon his juftification. Herod 

Was defirous of wreaking inftant vengeance on the 

head of the traitor; but his brother Phafael diffuad- 

Ing him from that meafure, through an unwilling- 

nels. to difturb the public peace, they permitted him 

to maice a defence, and affumed the appearance of 
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being fatisfied of his innecence; after which they 
proceeded to the interment of their father, the cere- 
monies of which they caufed to be performed with 
the moft diftinguifhed magnificence. 


Herod now went to Samaria, and finding every 
thing in great diforder, made it his bufinefs to regu- 
Jate matters, and ietele all difpures among the inha- 
bitants, by a regular courle of law and juitice. 
Soon after the arrival of Herod, there came on a 
folemn feftival at Jerufalem, upon which occafion 
he advanced with his guards towards the city; but 
Malichus, being ttil] onderapprehenfion, pertuaded 
Elyreanus not to admit him, upon pretence that 
it would be a prophanation of the holy religion, 
to communicate the ceremonies of their. worfhip 
toftrangers. But Herod treated the interdiétion 
with contempt, and, in the night, gained admic- 
tance with his attendants. i 
alarmed |Malichus, who,. perceiving the nece/fity 
ofan ambiguous ‘behaviour, treated Herod with of niend- 
reat apparent relpect, and pretended to beexqui- tip. * 
ficely afflicted atthe tate of Antipater. Herod and 
his friends jaw through this hypocrify, buct deem- 
ing it expedient, tor the prefent, co oppele diffimu- 
lation to diffimulztion, affected to believe him fin- 
cere, and the next day, taking their leave, returned ° 
to Samaria. * 


cealed un- 


CHAP. XxX. 


Lhe murder of Antipater revenged on Malichus, at the 
infiance of Caffius and Herod. 


: Gea to whom the charaéter of Malichus capius re- 


was well known, immediately; on the news of folves to rea 


the death of Antipater, enjoined Herod to feck re-- sane eile 


venge upon the head of the murderers, and, for that ‘STtipater, 
purpoie, difparched private orders to different com- 
manders of his troops, that were then at Tyre, to at- 
ford fuch affittance as he fhould require. “ Soon af- 
ter, In confequence of Laodicea being taken by 
Caffius, the people came thronging to him with pre- 
fents to court his favour, fo that Herod made no 
deuptol a alae himfelf of that opportunity to gain 
his point. But Malichus, confcious ‘of his own guilt, 
and fufpecting the defign of the other, formed a 
plan for getting his fon trom Tyre, where he then 
refided as an -hottage, thinking if he could retreat 
with him into Juda, the Jews might be tampered 
to a revolt, and he himfelf take advantage, while 
Caffius was engaged in a war with Anthony, of 
feizing on the government. But his project was 


fruftrated through the fagacity and precaution of mee aen 


Herod, who fent our feveral officers beforehand, to firough a 
meet Malichus and his train upon the way, under plot con- 
pretext of inviting him to an entertainment, but setted by 
with orders to fall on and difpatch him with their ~“"" 
daggers, as foon as he reached a certain fpot. The 
officers, in odedience to the command given them 

by Caffius, readily complied with the injunction 

of Herod, waited the opportunity, and put the trai- 

tor Malichus to death. This alarming and fudden 

event fo affected Hyrcanus, that he remained fpeech- 

Jefs and infenfiblefor fome time: but, on recovering 
himfelf, and enquiring into the particulars, Herod 

put an end to his curiofity, by affuring him, thar it 

was all done by command of Caffius. Upon hear- 

ing this, Hyrcanus commended the.action, as tak- 

ing vengeance on a villain, capable ofevery defign 

that could be injurious to individuals, or to fociety 

in general. ms 


Caffius had no fooner left Syria, thangreat diftur- ae 
Sgr e 7% . f umute 
bances arofe in Judza; for Felix, with the TEOOPS raifed in 
under his command in Jerufalem, made a fudden Judea. 
attack upon Phafacl, and the people betook them- 
felves to their arms in his defence. Herod applied - 


-himfelf to Fabius, the governor of Damafcus, de- 


firous of haftening to the affiftance of his brother; 
but was prevented, for the prefent, by a prevailing _... 

indifpofition. Phafael, | here form, arcran 

indifpofition. Phafael, however, weathered thettorm, ocnone. 
and, with his own forces, drove Felix, andall his tu- 
multuous party, out of Jerufalem, and forced them 
for fanctuary into a ftrong hold, whence they were 
difmiffed on fuch terms as the conqueror thought 


proper 
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proper to impofe. Phafacl reproached Hyrcunus || letters from Anthony to the refpe€ive provinces 
with the highetft ingratitude, in fupporting an enemy in their favour. : 4 tee ate 
afcer the fervices he hac derived from him, and, in _ Anthony, pleafed with thecomplinient, and think. 
particular, giving the brotherot Malichus pofietiion ing the requeft_ made by the Jews ttriGtly juit and 
. of Maflada, one of the itrongeft fortrefits in the |] -reafonable, readily complied, and, in coniequence 
‘country. But Herod, upon his recovery, retook thereof, wrote to Hyrcanus and the Jews, and allo 
all the places that had been reduced by Felix, and difpatched an edict to the Tyrians, to the following 
brought him quietly to fubmit to his own terms. cBect: ; 
; : ** Marcus Antonius,emperor, toHyrcanus the hich. 
CHAP - XXII. “* priefl, and prince of the Jews, greeting; "Feary 
§ ; ‘ ; farouref 
Antigonus, the fon of Ariflobulus, cppofes,and is defeat- _ “* Whereas we have received from Lyfimachuys ths jem, 
ed by, Flerod, who efpoufes Marianie, the grend- the fon of Pautanias, Jofeph, the fon ot Men. 
daughter of EHyrcanus. “ neeus, and Alexander, the fon of fheodorus 
ee oe “© your ambaffadors at Ephefus, frefh’ afurances of 
Antigonus, EROD had a more powerful enemy to fubdue “© the continuance of your and your people’s afec. 
Pe than Felix, Antigonus having entcred into a “* tion for us, according to what hath been former] 
; defign of oppofing him, for that purpofe railed a “© exhibited to us.at Rome, in which comimifiion 
; “¢ they have faithfully and worthily acquitted them-- 


powerlul army, and, in confideration of a confider- 

able fum of money, engaged Fabius, governor of 

Damiatcus, to join him. ‘He was allo affiited by Ma- 

rion, who, through favour of CafMfius, had obtain- 

ed the command of Tyre, and power over all Syria, 

’ having fettled feveral garrifons there, and three in 

Galilee icfelf. Herod, however, {peedily reduced 

thofe places to fubmiffion: though he treated the 
Tyrians not only with lenity, but fingular refpect, 

conferring prefents on many of them, asa token of 

the good-willhe bore totheirecuntry. He then im- 

mediately advanced, and being met by Antigenus, 

Rican ae the head of his army, a defperate engagement en- 

totally fued, in which Herod proved victorious, the army 

routed, ofhisopponent being totally routed, great numbers 

"+ flaing and the reft, with their conjunctive leaders, 

forced to a precipirate fight. After this conguelt, 
Herod returned in triumph to Jerulalem, where he. 

was received with univerfal acclamations of joy: 

for he had already contracted an affinity with the fa- 

inily of Elyrcanus, being on the point of marriage 
with Mariamne “, the daughter of Alexander, the 
Mariage of Lon of Ariltobulus, and Alexandra, the daughter of . 

Herod with Eiyrcanus. The nuptials were accordingly confum- 

Mariamne. maced sand Eierod had, by this wite, three fons and 

two daughters: having hed a former wife of his 

country, named Dores,. by whom was born to him 

his eldett fon, Antipater. ; 


“* felves; and whereas we are abundantly fatisfied 
“© with the fincerity of your intentions, moie from 
“* the proof we have had of your good faith, than 
. the force of words; we do heartily agree to your 

propofals, and embrace your iriendthip. Now 
“.the enemies, both of our felf, and of the people 
“ of Rome, having laid wafte and ravaged the 
“* whole country of Afia, without any regard to 
laws, oaths, promiles, or contraés, we have 
«, turned our arins againit thefe violators of all du- 
c. Ues, facred and civil; not forany particular inte- 
“ reft of our own, butin vindication of the com- 
‘mon, caufe of mankind; as in the cale of the 
ff horrid murder of Casfar, a crime moft black and 
& hideous. Such was'the outrageous malice of 
wc, the affaffins at the batele of Philippi, where, hav- 
ing pofleffed themiclves-of all the ftrong places, 
ef Up to the very fea, under the cover of almott im- 
Z paffable mountains, they were fo potted, that there 
ff was only ene way open to come at them: bur, 
7 notwithitanding thete difficulties, divine juttice 
c, S8ve us fo entire a victory over the facrilegious 
i rebels, thar we beat Brutus and Caflius into the 
«Own; where, finding themfelves begirt, they 
- both perifhed together : fo that having inflicted a 
Jjuit vengeance upon the heads of 'thete montters, 
«, Wenow hope to jec peaceable days again, and 
«, Afia, that looks like a-body already recovering. 
Sf out of a defperate diftemper, by this relief, de- 
livered finally from the outrages and calamities 
«, of a molt devouring war. It fhall be our care 
a likewite to provide, that you and your people 
<, May come in for an ample ihare in the comfortof 
. jagreatablefing. To this end we have already 
- difpatched away our mandates, trom placeto place, 

for the immediate dilcharge of al] the Jews, as 


CHAP. XXIL. 
Complaints brought by the fews againft Phafael aid 


' Flerod, who, baving conciliated the feveur, cbtain 
the fenétion, of Anthony, who will ot admit of their 
charge. E-diéts of Anthony refpetting the Jews. 





Phafael and 

Hejod are 7 : : : 

sect by URING thefe tranfactions, a decifive battle «, Well bond as free, that had been expofed to fale 

the Jews. 7 took place near Philippi, in Macedonia, in by Caffius, or his order. And it is our farther 
which Caffius, having been deteated by Anthony und ** pieafure, that you fhall quietly enjoy to ycur- 


a Jelves, and your heirs, all the graces and privi- 
. leges unto you granted by myielfand Dolobella, 
¢, With an expreis inhibition to the Tyrians, thac 
eo they ave you no fort of moleftation, and as po- 
s fitively commanding them to make full reftitu- 
*, tion of the goods and eftates that hath been taken 
. away Irom the Jews, declaring aur acceptance 
alfo of the crown you were pleated to fend.” 


“* Marcus Antonius, emperor, to the magiftrates, 
fenate, and people of Tyre, greeting: 


Auguttus Calar, went into Gaul,and Anthony into 
AQa. When the latter arrived at Bithynia, he was 
attended by ambaffadors from feveral princes and 
{tates in that part of the world, to congratulate him 
on his Jate fuccefs. Several of them alledged com- | 

plaints againit Phafaci and Herod, whom they ac- |} 

cufed of having ulurped,andarbitrarily exercifed, the 
Jovereignty of Judwa, leaving Hyreanus only the 
hame ofa king. But Herod pleaded his caule io 
powertully, and entorced his arguments by the pro- 

Re ae adminiftration of a douceur to Anthony, thac . 

“his adverfaries'could_not obtain a hearing. “Upon “* Whereas we have been given to underftand 2 
<Anthony’s arrival atEphetus, Hyrcanus, anda body tj * Ephefus, by the ambafladors of Elyrcanus, the 
of the principal Jews, fent meflengers to him witha “*high-prieft, and prince of the Jews, that, in the 

» + crown of gold, and various other preients, ar the ** time when our enemies'were in pofeffion of this 
fame time requetting that their countrymen, who ** province, you entered upon the lands of fever 

were carried prifoners by Caffius, contrary to the || “* of — this people for your own vfe: be it now 
rules of war, might be fet at liberty, and reftored j{ ‘* known unte you, .that, as we engaged in. this wet 
to thofe pofieffions of which they had been un- “* for the good of the empire and for the mainte- 
juftly deprived. hey alfo defired the fanétion of nance ot j ultice, againita band.of lawlefs rebels, 


. 
o 











to make her his wife was, becaufe the Jews, at that time, had 
“avery zealous repaid for the Afmonean family, (thats, ee 
dekcendants of the Maccabees), and therefore he thought Wt 
hy marrying this lady, he fhould the more eafily obtata she 
general affections of the peaple. i fa 


* She was the daughter of Alexander, the fon of king Aii- 
flobulus, by Alexandra, the daughter of Fy:canus. She was 
a lady of extraordinary beauty and difttinguithed virtue, and, 
in all other laudable qualifications, accomplifhed bevond molt 
women of her time; but the real motive for Herod’s detiring 


: 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
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‘ fo we do hereby will and require you, not only to 
“ I 


ne 
. 


have of theirs, that. was taken from them by the 
hands of our enemies, who, as they had no man- 


nA ew 
ena 


miffion or authority from the fenate, fo neieheh 
could they convey any right to others, upon whom 
they pretended to beitow it, being only t : mer- 
cenary inftruments of their violence and u ores 
tion. And now having brought our adverfaries 
ro condign punifhment, we find it reafonable to 
re-eftablith our allies in the full and quiet enjoy- 
ment of their eftates: wherefore, if you have in 
your hands, at prefencr, any lands, or eltates, for- 
merly belonging to Hyrcanus, the prince of the 
Jews, which you came to be feized of in the time, 
or under the countenance, of Caffius’s invafion, 
ir isour will that they be forthwith delivered up 
to the perfons from whom they were taken, with- 
out any oppofition or delay; and in cafe of any 
doubc or difficulty. that may arife upon the equity 
of the matter, it fhall be our care, when we come 
into thofe parts, to hear borh fides, and to doim- 
partial juftice.” 


. a 
nen 
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an 
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Mark Anthony; emperor, to the magiltrates, fe- 
** nate, and people of Tyre, greeting: 


“eo 


** Thave fent you my mandate, which_you are to 
fee carefully tranfcribed in Latin and Greek, and 
expofed upon a table among your records, in a 
public place, where ‘all people may take notice 
of it.” And again, 


*. 
aan 


“ee 


Marcus. Antonius, emperor and triumvir, &c. 
* as tollows: 


“* Whereas: Caius Caffius, taking advantage of 
our troubles and diftraétions, brake in, with a 
body of troops, upon a province with which he 
had no concern, and without the leaft colour of 
any warrantable title or pretenfion, ravaging and 
 deftroying the country and the whole nation of 
the Jews, though our dear friends and allies, and 
continuing thofe outrages, till, by ourarms, we 
brought down the pride and infolence of thefe 
* prefumptious ufurpers; it is our exprefs will and 
command now,. for the reparation of all thefe 
indignities, (fo far as in us lies,) to ordain and ap- 
point,.that refticution, er fatisfaction, be forth- 
with made toour allies the Jews, for whatfoever 
hath been forcibly taken from them, and the per- 
fons of all their prifoners to be fet at liberty: 
and we do likewife require that this out decree 
“ be puriétually obferved, upon pain of our utmoft 
“.difpleafare.” b 


ce 


Anthony wrote,to the fame purpofe alfo to the 
people of Sidon, Antioch, and Arad, which we 
think proper to mention in this place, that polte- 
rity may know what honour and refpect our nation 
a received, from time to time, from the ftate of 

ome. 3 


CHAP. XXII... 


p Herod and Phafael. 
@2s tried... Herod retaliates on bis accufers. 


HEN Anthony, after this, 


Frefh charges alledged againft 
be cauje' 


. he was met ‘and faluted, 
Cleopatra, 
perfon and 


/ on the way, by 
where he: became enamoured of her 
accomplifhments: : 


ftanding the repulfe which the enemies 
net with, no lefs than 
eminent perfons amongft 
Anthony, with com- 


(a) The word Tetrarth, which fometimes occurs in ‘Scrip- 
ture, (as in Matt. xiv. 1. Luke iii, 1,19. ix. 7. Aéts xiii. 1.) 
and is frequently ufed among the defcendants. 
Great, fignifies a Lord that has the fourth part of a ftate, pro- 
vince, or-kingdom, without wearing a diadem, or bearing-the 


ttle of aking. -But it nfut not be alivays underftood in ari- 
- + > Now x9, . . 





i Jews 
ufe He. 
STs: 
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live in peace and amity with our allies, but alfo- 
¢ toreftore to the former proprietors whatever you , 


ner of right thereunto themfelves, by any com-- 


-came into Syria, ° 


of Herod the ° 


. 


plaints and accufations againft them, and the moft” 
cloquent fpeakers were appointed to urge’ their 
complaints. Anthony now thought preper to give 
them an hearing. The defence of the two brothers 
Was “undertaken by Meffala and Hyrcanus, who, 
at this time, bymarriage, was become father-in-law 
to Herod. The caufe was tried at Daphne; and 
Anthony, after a full hearing of both parties, de- 
manded of Hyrcanus, whomhe confi 
pertectly qualified for public adminiftration? 
replied, that he knew no perfons fo capable of 
governmentas Phataeland Herod. Thisdeclaration 
was highly fatisfaétory to Anthony, w 
grateful recolleétion the friendly 
beral entertainment, he had received from their fa- 
ther Antipater, at the time Gabinius invaded Judza, 
in token of which he conferred upon them both the 
dignity of Tetrarchs,(@) and committed to them the 
public affairs of Judaza. He alfo wrote feveral ler. 
_ ters in their favour, and imprifoned fifteen of their 
mott violent perfecutors, with a refolution to have 
put them, to death; but Herod, by his mediation, 
diverted the refolution. a 
’ This a& of candour in Herod had very little 
weight with his adverfaries,-who were no fooner dit. 
miffed, than they concerted 
ftruQion. 
difpatched no lefs than a thoufand of their princi- 
pal men with accufationsof the likenature as before 
againit the brothers. ‘But they had already formed 
fo powerful an intereft by dint of prefents, that An- 
thony fent his orders to the magiftracy of the place 
to aflift Herod in the fupport of his authority, and 
to do juftice on the Jewith mc{lengers, as feditious 
innovators, who had a defign of fubverting the go- 
vernment. Herod, however, onthis occafion, gavean 
additional inftance of his moderation, in repairing to 
the deputies as they were advancing up to the city, 
and advifing them, by all means, to withdraw them- 
‘delves in time. Jyrcanus enforced the advice of 
Herod, and defired them to depart, to prevent the 
mifchiefs that might attend their perfifting in their 
appeal: but this turbulent faétion, in fpite of all 
remonitrance and advice; perfifted in their refolu- 
tion, till they-were fet upon, and overborne, by mul- 
titudes both of Jews and inhabitants, who ‘killed 
and wounded great numbers of them, and difperfed 
the reft. Notwithftanding the rigour which was @ 
found neceffary to fupprefs fuch outrageous pro- 
ceedings, many of the common people perfifted in 
their inveétives. and exclamations again{t Herod, 
which irritated Anthony to fuch a degree, that he 
commanded the fifteen who were imprifoned to be 
put to death: 


CHAP. XXIV: 


Antigonus tampers with the Parthians to depofe yz 
cauus, and put the brothers to death. Divers ad- 
verfe circumfances attend them in confequence of the 
contention of parties. 



























fi 


A the year following Pacorus, fon of the king of 
E. Parthia, and Barzapharnes, a chief commander 
of that country, poffefled themfelves of Syria, and 
Ptolemy Mannzeus dying at the fame time; his fon 
Lyfanias fucceeded him, having contracted a par- 
ticular friendfhip with Antigonus, the fonof Arifto- 
bulus, by means of Barzapharnes, who held him 
in great efteem. ~ . 

Antigonus, who had long looked upon Herod with 
‘an eye of jealoufy, had eftablifhed an intereft among - 
the moft leading perfons of:the Parthian nation, and 
contracted with them, for a thoufand talents, and 
five hundred women, on their depofing Hyrcanus, 

utting himand allhis party to death, and receiving’ 
china for governor in his ftead. 


gorous fenfe, becaufe the.name of ‘Tetrarch was given to him 
who poffeffed fometimes an half, and fometimesa third, part of 
any principality; nay, frequently: the name of King was 
given to him who was but a Tetrarch,-and that of a Kingdom 
to a Tetrarchy. . : : 
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Bs 


The matter 
is brought 
to trial, 


dered as moft Appeal 


He made to 

> Hyreanus, 
<who deter 
- JT) miiesin fa- 
ho {till held in your oe cle 
reception, and Hi- brothers. 


The male- 
volence 

new fchemes for his de- Heroes 
When Anthony arrived at Tyre, they 


of 


They per. 


{t in their 


charge, and 


re feverally 


punifhed. 


Though the fum promifed was not depofited, the _ 


226 


"The Par- 
thians, at 
the inftance 
of Antigo- 
nus, enter 
Judza 


They are 
joined by a 
number of 
Jews. 


The parti- 

zans of Au- 
tigonus feize 
on both city 
and temple, 


‘The bra- 
thers make 
agallant re- 
fitkance, and 
vepulfe the 
enemy. 


Pacorus 
gains en 
trance into 
Jerufalem. 


Laysa fnare 
for Phafacl, 
whois caue 
tioned by 
Herod. 


‘The plot is 
Fruilraced. 


' ANTIQUITIES 


Parthians embarkedin the undertaking; and march- 
ed with an army again{t Judea; Pacorus atthe head 
of one body, by the way of the coaft, and Barza- 
pharnes, the general, atthe head of another, through 
the inland parts. The Tyrians oppofed the entrance 
of Pacorus into the city; but the people of Sidon 
and Prolemais opened their gates. pon this he 
detached a troop of horfe upon the fcout, to takéa 
view of the {tate of che country, and reinforce An- 
tigonus, if occafion fhould requireit: The Jews of 

ount Carmel efpoufed hisintereft, by whole affift- 
ance he was induced to think he fhould become pof- 
feffed of that part of the country which they call 
Drymz. Atthe inftance of others who came over 
to him, and thereby confiderably augmented his 
force, he advanced even to Jerufalem itfelf, with a 
refolution to attack the brothers, Phafaeland Herod, 
in the royal palace. But aconfiderable part of their 
adherents fell upon them in the market-place, .and 
driving them trom their poft, they fled into the 
temple. Herod placed a guard about the adjacent 
premifes, for the better iecurity of the facred edi- 
fice; but the multitude impetuoufly breaking in, fet 
fire to the buildings, and confumed both them and 
the guards. Herod, however, foon avenged him- 
felf on his feditious adverfaries, in a defeat he gave 
them, with very great flaughter. 


They went on fkirmifhing from day to_day, till 
the approach of the feait of Pentecoft, for which 


the party of Antigonus waited with greatimpatience, - 


onaccount of the vatt numbers of people who re- 
forted thither upon chat folemnity. When the 
time came, many thoufands were gathered together 
about the temple, fome with arms, and others with- 
out. Indeed, they had feized on both city and 
temple. Herod {till maintained the palace with a 
{mall party; the charge of the walls and the out- 
works being committed to Phafacl. The enemy, 
having pofted themfelves in the fuburbs, Herod 
made a defperate fally upon them, in which he did 
reat execution, driving feveral thoufands before 
him, fome into the temple, and fome into the: city, 
and forcing others to take fanétuary behind a ram- 
art that was near athand, while Phafael acquitted 
imfelf as became aman of valour. 


“Pacorus in the meantime entered the city, at the 
inftance of Antigonus,with a {mall party, under pre- 
tence of quelling the fedition, but, in reality, toeffect 
the purpofe for which the.Parthians had contracted 
‘with him. Phafael received him and his party cour- 
teoufly, which the other requited with an infidious 
practice upon his life; for he prevailedonhim to go 
on an embafly to Barzapharnes, in order to enfnare 
him. But Herod was {fo averfe to every idea of ac- 
commodation, that he advifed his brother to cut off 
Pacorus and his whole party, to prevent further 
mifchief, ‘being well affured of the perfidy of the 
barbarians with whom they were engaged in a 
conteft, 


However, through fome fatality, Hyrcanus and 
Phafael went on the embaffy, under the’ conduct of 
Pacorus, leaving a guard of two hundred horfe with 
Herod, and ten of thofe people they call freemen. 
Upon their arrival at Galilee, the commanders of the 
feveral garrifons met them with their arms, but_re- 
ceived them courteoufly, and none more fo than 
Barzapharnes, though he was defigned as one of the 
principal inftruments of the plot. -Phafael and his 
train were conducted to a quarter upon the fea-fide, 
where, being given to underftand that the Parthians 


were to receive a thoufand talents, and five hundred © 


women, of Antigonus, toafifthim againft them, they 
became apprehenfive of the defign, in which they 
were prefently after confirmed by notice given to 
Phafael of their intention that very night, and there 
being a guard in readinefs to feize on his perfon. 


The plot would certainly have been carried into 
execution, had they not waited for the intelligence 
of Herod’s being jecured at Jerufalem by the Par- 
thians, as had been previoufly concerted; for they 
inferred, that, if the other two had been fecured 


firft, te would of courte afford Herod opportunity . 


ro elcape, 


‘ 


or tuk JEWS. Boor Xty : 


‘The veracity of the information was fooh evident. 
from the coming up of the guards who were to exe, 
cute the defign. Upon the difcovery, Phafael was 
advifed to take horfe, and betake himielf to imme. 
diate fight. Ophellius, a man of the firft rank and 
fortune in Syria, had depected the plot, and livin 
near the fea, offered him the convenience of hip. 
ping for his departure. But Phafael was too gene. 
rous to abandon his friends in‘their diftrefs, and 
chofe rather to goto Barzapharnes, and reproach 
him with the indignity of fo toul a practice, by re. Match. 
prefenting to him, that, as money had been his objet aie 
fohewas better able togratify him than Antigonus; with pridy 
thathemight haveavoided entering on the commis. 
fion’of fo horrid a deed on the perions of ambafia. “ 
dors, in violation of the laws of good faith, hofpi- 
tality, and nations. The barbarian had the hardinefs 
to deny the foundation of his fufpicion, affirming 
that ic was mere conjecture, and then.went to Pa. 
corus, his confederate in the defign. 


CHAP. XXV. 


Hyrcanus and Phafael are taken up by the Parthians, 
Herod's flight.” Ferufalem befieged. Antigonus ab~ 
tains the government. Phafael deftrays bimfelf. Di-~ 
vers inftances of themagnanimity of Herod. |. ' 


B ARZAPHARNES had no fooner departed, 

than a party of armed men took Phafael and "rea 

Hyrcanus into cuftody, amidft their exclamations ™"** 

againft the perfidy of the Parthians. An eunuch hendey 

was alfo difpatched to apprehend Herod, if they ‘i! 

could decoy him out of his palace. But -Herad,™" 

having intelligefice of the perfidious conduét of the ‘theytita 

Parthians, eluded their defigns; and immediately tht st 

went and remonitrated with Pacorus, and his princi. 

pal officers, on their ignominious proceedings, who 

alfo had the hardinefs to difclaim all concern in the, 

plot, though they had been. privy to every ma-, 

nocuvre, They told him, that ‘“ he ought to go 

*. out with them before the walls, and meet thofe 
‘who were bringing him his letters; for-‘they were 

“* not taken by his adverfaries, but were coming’ to 

*° give ‘him an account of the fuccefs of Phafael,” 

But having heard fo much of his brother’s ill ufage, 

and being confirmed in his fufpicion of the Parthi- tem 

ans, from theopinionof Alexandra; a women of ffin-, 

gular prudence, and whofe daughter he’ ‘was to. 

marry, Herod governed himfélf by her caution and 

advice, in preference to all others. “ Upon this acca-, 

fion the Parthians deliberated on the meafures that 

were proper to be taken, not deeming. it expedient 

to make anopenattempt upona perfon of fuch rank, 

and eminence.- But Herod, reflecting on the pre-, 

fent diftracted ftate of things, as well as the perfidy, 

of the Parthians towards his brother, refolvedto 

take advantage of the dufk of the evening to attempt i ta 

his efcape.° He took with him all'the croops he had si 

about him, his mother, fifter, and Mariamne, his 

contracted fpoufe, the.daughter of Alexander, ‘and 

niece of Aritobulus, with his wife’s mother, the 

daughter of Hyrcanus, the youngeft brother, an 

the reft of the family, This was a fpeétacle that 

muft haveaffeéted the moftobdurate heart; for who, - 

without commiferation, could: have beheld the wo- 

men, with their infant, children, lamenting their 

fate, in abandoning their country,-and being. fub- 

ject to the moft poignant calamities that could be- 

tal human nature. : 


_ But Herod fuftained this: reverfe of fortune with 
incredible magnanimity, and,.by his advice and ex- 
ample, endeavoured to animate his friends and com- 
panions. Fle toldthem there was no hope, either.o 
lafety or of life, but in flight; and obierved, that 
grief and defpair were not only fruitlefs, but woul 
be obftacles to their purfuing the means of their de- 
liverance. Upon thefe words they formed a refolu- 
tion neceffary for the prefent occafion. They. had py 
not proceeded far, a an unfortunate accident abii# 
happened in the overthrow of one of the carriages: © 
thar endangered the life of his mother, This dif- 
after affected him to fo great a degree, from the te0- 
der regard he had for his parent, and the apprehen- 
fions of being overtaken- by the enemy througl 


but denies 
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delay it occafioned, that he had certainly caft hirh- 
felf upon the point of his own {word, had he not 
been prevented by his friends about him, who re- 
prefented to him, that fo rafh an action would ex- 
pole them to thefury of their enemies, and that it 
was not becoming a brave man to give way co de- 


fpair. He then profecuted his journey to the caftle - 


of Maffada, with the urmoit {peed poffible, though 

reffed on his pafflage by the Parthians, with whom 
Fe had many {kirmithes, but ftill got the better. He 
was purfued by the very Jews themfelves, who, 
coming up with him, when he had proceeded about 
threefcore furlongs in his way trom Jerufalem, 
affaulted him, but were repulfed and put to the 
rout. . : 

When he afterwards came to be king of Judza, 
he erected a famous palace upon the fpot of ground 
where he obtained this victory; and built a city, 
which he called by the name of Herodium. Com- 
ing afterwards to Refa, in Idumaa, he was met by 
his brother Jofeph, wich whom he confulted on the 
moft expedient means of getting rid of the multi- 
tude of ufelefs and fuperfluous people they had in 
their train, as the caftle of Maflada, which they had 
fixed upon as their retreat, could not contain the 
whole body. He therefore difmiffed about gooo, 
to provide, in the beft manner they could, for them. 
felves,upand down in Idumzea, and gave them money 
to purchafe provifions, till they could ind fome re- 
fidence. He took thofe who were fit for action, to- 

ether with his near relations, into thecaftle, where 
Fe difpofed of the women and their families, tothe 
number of about 800 perfons, and leaving them a 
competence of provifion, haftened to Petra, the 
capital of Arabia. ' 


As foon as the Parthians underftood that Herod 


- had fled from the city, they feized on all that he left 
~ behind him, and plundered the houfes of the prin- 


cipal people, who had left them forthe fafety of their 
perfons. They made booty of all the property they 
could find, and even feized the treafureof the royal 
palace; but the fpoil was notfo confiderable as they 
expected; for Herod, being fenfible of their rapa- 
cious difpofition, had the precaution to remove his 
moftvaluabletreafures; and hisexample was follow- 
ed by all thofe who attended him to Maffada. - 


Having plundered Jerufalem and the adjacent 
country, the Parthians put Antigonus in pofieffion 
of the government, and then delivered to him Hyr- 
canus and Phafael in bonds. ' But the efcape of the 
women was a mortifying difappointment to him, as 
the Parthians were, by contract, to receive’ the wo- 
men with money. As for Hyrcanus, Antigonus 
ordered that both his ears fhould be cut off, in order 
thathe might be incapacitated for ever after from 
becoming high-prieft,; blemifhed ormaimed perions 
being deemed ineligible to the pontifical dignity. 
Pha ae], knowing that his death was determined, put 
a voluntary end to his life and fufferings ; and not 
having the liberty of his hands to difpatch himfelf, 

uch was his refolution, that he beat out his brains 

againftthe wallsof theprifon. Someaffirm that the 
contufion was not mortal; andthatthe furgeons ap- 
pointed by Antigonus, under pretence of afifting 
um, were in truth to difpatch him; and‘ that they 
applied poifon to the wound inftead of remedies. 
He lived Jon enough, however, to underftand that 
his brother rierod was at thartimefafe, and out of 
the hands‘of his ‘adverfaries, which made his death 
more welcome tohim, in the fatisfaction of leaving 
one behind him that would avenge his blood upon 
the heads of his adverfaries. ; 


In the mean time Herod, fo far from finking un._ 
er his misfortunes, feemed the better difpofed to en-- 
counter them. His firft application was to Mal- 
chus, | king of Arabia, to borrow a fum of money of 
Im, in his prefent ftate of diftrefs, either upon cre- 
dit and confideration, or upon the fcore of bounty 
and humanity; not doubting of a fair and friendly 
return from a princé who was already indebted to 
him for many fignal obligations. Atthis time He- 
rod was unacquainted with the death of his bro- 
ther; and his Principal view in going to the king of 
tabia, was ‘to obtain a fum of money frotn him 


‘with him as a fecur 
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But all his expectations proved abortive; for, be- 
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HE “melancholy ftory of Herod’s adventures 
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_ The matter wes foon after brought before the fe- 
nate; upon which occafion Melffala and Atratenus 
prelented Dilerod with alingular recommendation to 
their favour and efleem; both ior his own and his 
father’s fervices, and good affection to the itate of 
‘Rome. At the fame time they reproached Anti- 
gonus, not only ior his paft mitdemeanours, but his 
date acceptance of the government from the hands 
of the Parthians, in contempt of the authority of 
the Romans. When the minds of the fenate were 


. inflamed by thele reprefentations, Anthony took oc- 


cafion to give his opinion, that, confidering the 
ftate of the prefent war. with the Parthians, they 
could not do better than conflitute Herod king of 
Judgwa. Lhe motion paffed the aflembly without 
oppolition, and a decree was iffued accordingly. 
‘his was an honour great beyond conception; and 
Elerod’s obligation: to Anthony, in procuring it, 
much the more binding, for being conferred upon 
him, not only beyond his expcétation, but likewife 
the rule of ordinary praétice; for it was not the 
cuftom of the Romans to beftow royal dignities 
but upon the branches of royal families: nor did 
his ambition afpire co any thing more than to ob- 
tain it dor Alexander, the brother of Mariamne, the 
nephew of Aritobulus, by the father’s fide, and 
of Jdyrcanus, by the mother’s, whom he caufed af- 
terwards to be purto death. “bhis elevated promo- 
tion was affeéled in the dpace ct only feven days, 
when Herod was prelented with his royal com- 
imiffion. 


Upon the breaking up of theaffembly, Anthony 
and Cerelar took Herod out of the fenate-houle be- 
twixt them, accompunied by the confuls of the fe- 
nators, who conducted him to the capitol, where 
they were to facrifice in form, and depofic their de- 
crees. Anthony congratulated the new king on his 
acceifion at amoit {plendid entertainment, upon the 
firtt day of his rcign, in the 184th olympiad; Caius 
Demin Salvinus, and Caius s\linius Pollio, con- 

uls. 


‘ Antigonus,cver fincethe departure of Herod, had 
laid clofe fiege to the fortreis of Maffada, where 
the garrifon had plenty of all forts of provifion, 
water only excepted, of which they were in fuch 
want, that Joleph, Herod’s brother, with a party 
of two hundred cholen men, had formed a refolu- 
tion of making a dally out of the town, and at- 
tempting to force their way through che enemy, in or- 
der to get to the Arabians, being well informed that 
Malchus had repented of his late inhotpitabie be- 
haviourto Herod. Bur, at the very interim, there 
tell fo copious a fhower of rain, thac it Alled all 
their cifterns and receptacles for water; fo that, upon 
this feafonable fupply, they maintained their de- 
fence with re-animated vigour, determined by no 
aneans to abandon the place. Indeed, this wonder- 
ful interpofition of Providence infpired them with 
fuch refolution, that fearce a day or a night paffed 
without a fuccefsful fally upon the encmy.. 


At the fame time Ventidius, a Roman general, 
drove the Parthians out of Syria, and went after- 
wards into Judma,y under pretence of bringing fuc- 
courto Joleph, but, inreality, to obtainmoney from 
Antigonus, which he fully accomplifhed by draw- 
ing his troops towards Jerufalem. Having carried 
his point, he drew the greater part of them off 
again, leaving only a jimall remainder under the 
command of Silo, to give colour to the ftratagem ; 
tor Antigonus was under aneceflity of coming toa 
compolition with him, left he fhould annoy him be- 
fore the arrival of the Parthians, whom he expeét- 
ed to come upto his afMfiitance. 

CHAP. XXVIL 
LTerod encounters Antigenus, and perfornis many va- 
fiant feats. Publifbes an anmefly in Ferujalem. 

Supprefes a nudiny amengft the foldiers. Keduces 

Galilee. Surprizing refelution of @ mai, who de- 

Stroved hinjelf, bis and children, rather than 

wccepl of an ad of grace. l niunber of Jews maf- 
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facred by Machenus. Hered repairs to Antheny. g ; 
is honou ably received. LGis brother Fafeph ite 
gellaiitly at the bead of bis troops. Hered lays fiewe 
to Fertfolem. : 


EROD, having fettled his affairs thus prof. 

perouily, left: Rome, and landing at Prole. ites: 
mais, with a confiderable body bothof his own peo. Ws 
pleand auxiliaries, proceeded, by the way of Galilee 
towards Antigonus. Silo and Ventidius had orders 
brought them trom Anthony, to affift Herod in tak. 
ing poffeftion of the kingdom; buc it fo fell out 
that the latter was employed in quieting the tumults 
which an incurfion of the Parthians had raifed jn 
feveralof thecities. Silo,indeed, was in Judaza, but 
had been bribed by Antigonus. Terod’s army. 
however, increafed very much on the march; and 
the far greater part of Galilee had declared in his 
1 Vhe objeé& on which he was mof intenr 





favour. 
was the raifing the fege of Maffada, in order to fer 
his friends and relatives at liberty, who were block- 
aded therein. But Joppa was a main obftacle, and 
would be, fuch a check upon him in his advancing 
towards Jerufalem, that its reduction was indif< 
penlable, 


Silo, upon this, marched off, and being clofely 
purfued by the Jews, lierod fell in upon them 
with a fmall party, routed them, and brought off 
Silo juftas he was falling into cheir hands. “After Redus 
this he made himdielf matter of Joppa, and imme- £7 
diately polled to the relief of his friends in Mafiada, 
where the people reforted to him in great numbers; 
fome for his father’s fake, others forhis own; fome 
again from a fenfe of the obligations they had to 
both, but the major part from the hope of ingra- 
tiating theniclves with the new king. 

Antigonus, in the mean time, had laid feveral ae 
ambufhes for him in his way, though with little sian. 
effet; for Ficred, as foon as he had raifed the fiege 
of Maffada, relieved his friends, and taking the 
caitle of Rela, he advanced dire€tly towards Jeru- Tokets, 
dalem with Silo’s troops, and a great number of ci- ab 
tizens, who itood inaweot his power, to attend him. jeuits 
He encamped with his army upon the weft quar- 
tet of the town, where the defendants galled him as 
much as peffible with arrows, darts, and vigorous Mies 
fallies. Terod, inthe meantime, made aformal pro- ?™2 
clamation by his herald, from place to place, round ny, 
the walls of the town, that his fole defign, in that 
enterprize, was the public good, and welfare of the 
ciey; and that he was fo far from having any injury 
in contemplation, that he was ready to grant an 
indemnity, without exception, to any perfons what- 
ever, let their crime or indignity have been ever fo 
notorious. . 

Antigonus, by way of reply to what Herod had 
caufed to be proclaimed, declared, in _ the prefence 
of Silo, and the Roman foldiers, that it was highly y+ 
unjuft and unréafonableto pretend the advancing to ««: 
the throne a private man, an Idumean, a kind of 
half Jew, fince it was totally repugnant to their el.” 
tablifhed law, and right of jucceffion’ With refpet 
to himfelf, he obferved, that if they took any of- 
fence at_ his receiving the crown from the hands of 
the Parthians, and for thatcaufe were induced to de- 
pote him trom the dignity, there were others of the 
royal and facerdotal line, who had deferved as we, 
from the Romans, and had as fair a title to the g0- 
vernment, and that, therefore, ic would be an act of 
the higheft injuftice to deprive them of it. 


































From thefe reproaches they came at length to 
acts of open hoitilicy, infomuch, that Antigonus 
commanded his men to force the affailants from the 
walls, which they did fo effe@ually, by plying them 
with darts and arrows, that they were compelled in 
general to retire. It was now no longer a doubt but 
that Silo was corrupted ;for he had fo tampered WI) gasst 
divers of his officers, that they encouraged the 10) ja 
diers to mutiny, on pretence of the want of forage =” 
and provifions, morecommodious quarters, an Det: 
ter pay. Thele teeming obftacles gave great ae 
fineis to Herod, who thought ir prudent to apPtys 


not only to Silo’s officers, but likewife the common 
only ° 5 kewile foldiers, 
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ng fearful left a general revolt fhould 
take place, and his expedition, inftead of ‘being at- 
tended with fuccefs, prove deftructive to himand 
hisadherents. He accordingly reprefented tothem, 
that he had received his commiflion from Ceztfar, 
‘Anthony, and the fenate; and encouraged them to 
ftand their ground and maintain their {tation, refting 
fatised with this affurance, that they thould want 
nothing they could reafonably defire tor their fatis- 
faction, He then appointed commifiaries to pro- 
cure afupply of provifions, which were immediately 
diltributed in great abundance; and, in order to 
guard againtt a icarcity in future, he wrote for cat- 
t il, wine, and other. neceffaries, to be 


tle, corn, 01 } r 
fent from Samaria, which was then under his pro- 


tection. 

Bur notwithftanding:all this, he found fome in- 
conveniencies from the the treachery ot Silo, who giv- 
ing notice to Antigonus of all that pafied, he, with 
flying parties and ambufcades, about Jericho, and 
the crags of the mountains, trequently intercepted 
and cut off che convoys that were defigned for the 
united army. Herod, onthe other fide, was as watch- 
tulon his part, and, with ten companies, one half 
Romans, the other Jews, together with a body of 
mercenaries, and a few troops ot horle, proceeded 
towards Jericho. Upon his arrival he tound the 
town abandoned, and that five hundred of the in- 
habitants, -with their families, had fought refuge 
amongft the mountains. - 


The Romans rifled the city; andthe booty, in 
money, jewels, and other articles, amounted to an 
ineltimable value. After ftationinga garriion in the 
place, he returned with his torces, affigning his 
army their quarters in his new conquetlts, as Idu- 
ina, Galilee, and Samaria. Antigonus, through 
the prevailing influence of gold, wrought upon 
Silo, fo that part of the Roman army, through his 
means, might be quartered in Lydda, thinking 
thereby to conciliate the favour of Anthony. 


But Herod, who could not remain inactive, dif- 
patched his brother into Idumza,. with 1000 foot 
and 400 horfe; and went himfelf to Samaria, where 
he provided for his mother, andthe reft of his kin- 
dred, that he brought from Maffada, and then pro- 
ceeded to Galilee, to take in fome garrifons which 
were then in the poffeffion of Antigonus. Coming 
up to Sepphoris in a deep fnow, he found the place 
wholly ebandoned: but abounding with provifion 
of every kind. ‘The adjacent country being in- 
fefted with robbers, who, from the faftneffes of the 
mountains, greatly annoyed the neighbourhood, 
Herod ordered out a fquadron of horfe, and three 
companies of foot, to drive them from their lurk- 
ing places. About torty days afterwards he march- 
edagainft them with his whole army, upon which 
they drew out, and made fo vigorous a charge, that 
Herod’s lett wing gave way, till, upon a viéto- 
rlous reinforcement, with Hered himfelf at the 
head of it, he brought his own men on again, put 
the adverjaries to a total rout, and purfued them as 
far as the river Jordan. This overthrow brought 
all Galilee over to Herod, thofe only excepted who 
had fheltcred themfelves inthe rece bite of the moun- 
tains. The inténded operations being now over, 
Herod ordered the common foldiers an hundred and 
fitty drachmas a man, and the officers a fum in pro- 
portion to their rank, and they were difmiffed to 
their winter quarters. Silo and his officers, who had 
been hitherto billetted upon Antigonus, now gave 

+¢rod to underftand, that he not only refufed to al- 
jowthem more than one month’s entertainment, but 
lent orders to al! the country around to convey 
what they had to the mountains, and carry off, in 
fine, all ‘the neceffaries of lite, fo that the Romans 
might be ftarved out of their quarters. But Herod 
prevented this mifchief, by committing the charge 


foldiers, bei 


of providing for the army to his younger brother, © 


> ; + - 
phen with orders alfo to repair the fort of 
exandrion, which then lay inruins; inboth which 
commiffions he acquitted himfelf much to his repu- 

tation. 
Sas ees now os eae and Ventidius in 

5 e ordere join hi i 

Ne ilo to join him, with the 
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auxiliary troops of the Parthians; but firft to affift 
Herod, jf occafion fhould require. Herod, how- 
ever, lent away Silo and his people to Ventidius, 
and marched himfelf againft the rovers, who lay 
lurking in their hiding ‘places up and down the 
hills. ‘Thefe free-booters had fo fheltered them- 
felves in the caves and holes of the mountains, that 
it was no eafy matter to come at them; becaule the 
deepnefs and cragginefs of the mountains, made it 
impoffible either to {cale them from below, or from 


& 
pb 
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above to get down to them by any paflage; and - 


therefore, to ferret them our of their caves, Herod 


bethoughr himfelf of the following expedient: he_ 


caufed ieveral large cafes, or chefts of wood, to be 
made, and filling them with foldiers, let them down 
into the entrances of the caves, by chains trom‘en- 
gines he had xed above, by which means he either 
deftroyed all that lurked in them, or reduced them 
to terms of fubmiffion. Defirous, however, to 
prevent a general deftruction, Herod ordered pro- 
clamation to be made, that the lives of thofe who 
furrendered fhould be fpared; in coniequence of 
which they fubmitted in great numbers, and laid 
‘down their arms. 


Many, however, rejected the offer; and fome, who 
were even made prijoners, preferring death to the 
lofs of liberty, put an end to their lives. There 
was, in particular, an aged man, whofe wife and 
teven fons had intreated his permifMfion to furrender 
themfelves to the enemy,and the old man complied 
with their requeft; bit planting himielf at the en- 
trance of the cave, he {tabbed them one after ano- 
ther as they attempted to pals. He chen caft their 
bodies down the precipice, and himfelf atter them, 
chooling rather to lofe his lite than his liberty. Be- 
fore he proceeded tothis act ot deipair, he reproach- 
ed Herod with the meannels of his extrattion, 
though he endeavoured, by figns and intreaties, to 
divert the man from his purpole, but wichout ef- 
tect. 

Herod, fuppofing he had fuppreffed thefe depre-. 
dations, deputed the government of that part of 
the country to Ptolemy, and marched at the head 
of Goo horte, and 3000 foot, into Samaria, with a 
defign to bring Antigonus to a decifive battle. 
.Prolemy’s command proved fatal to him; tor he 
was fet upon, and flain, by a party o: thoie people 
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who hac formerly raifed the tumults in Galilee. 


Upon the committing of this outrage, they betook 
themielves to places almoft inacceffible sur reiuge, 
and from thence ravaged the whole country as op- 
portunity offered: but Herod, on his return, re- 
taliated the injuries their neighbours had fuftained 
from them; for fome he caufed to be flain, and for- 
ced out of their ftrong holds, and put to torture, 
as well as their fortifications to be demolfhed; and 
when he had thus freed himfelf from his moft for- 
midable enemies, he impoted 4 fine of an hundred 
talents upon thofe cities who were fufpected to har- 
bour them. 


The Parthians, inthe meantime, having been over- 
come, with the lofs of their king, Pacorus, in the ac- 
tion, Ventidius, according to his initruétions trom 
Anthony, fent away Machezeras to Herod, witha re- 
inforcement of two legions, and a thouland horfe. 
But Macheeras, at the inftigation of Antigonus, with- 
out the approbation of Herod, was abfolurely for 
going to him, under pretext of giving intelligence, 
and making difcoveries. Finding, however, at his 
approach, that Antigonus was fo tar from trufting 
or admitting him, that -he ordered his pcople to 
keep him off with flings and darts, he was con- 


. 


vinced of the propriety of Herod’s advice in diffua-. 


ding him, and his own error, in not complying with 
it. Hereupon he returned to the city of Emmaus, 
andinthefury of his rage, putal] the Jews to rhe iword 
he found in his way, without diftinétion of friend or 
foe. Herod was fo irritated at this wanton barba- 
rity, that he haftily withdrew to Samaria, with a re- 
folution to inform Anthony of the outrage, and give 
him to underftand, that he was fufficient ot himfelf 
to cope with Antigonus, without the afiftance of 
fuch as were more injurious to their own party than 
tothe enemy. As he was advancing, Machras 

Mmm pofted 
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General 
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pofted after him, and overtaking him on the way, 
intreated him either to defift from his journey, or, 
if he was determined: to profecute it, to leave his 
brother Jofeph behind, in order to carry on the war 
in conjunétion with him againft Antigonus. He- 
Herod rod, upon this imporcunity, granted him his requeft, 
leaves the and forgave what was paft, leaving the army under 
the army to the command of Jofeph, with exprefs orders not to 
bis brother pun any unneceflary hazard, or enter into any milf- 


Jofeph.  underftanding with Macheeras. 


GoestoAn- Affairs being thus fettled, he marched away im- 
thony atSa- mediately with an auxiliary body to reinforce An- 
“  thony, who was at that time before Samofata, upon 

the river Euphrates. Uponhiscoming to Antioch, 
he-found great numbers of people who were defi- 

rous of going over to Anthony, but were appalled by 

fear of being befet by a troop of mercilels banditti, 

who had fallen upon and flain many as they paffed 

the road. Herod, however, putting himielf at‘ the 

head of them, and undertaking both for their con- 

duét and proteétion, they profecuted their march; 

and when they were advanced within two days jour.. 

ney of Samolata, they fell into an ambuth of theene- 


nry’s horfe that lay clofe behind the bufhes, upon the | 


entrance into the plain, to prevent any fuccours from 

paffing that way to Anthony. They fuffered the 

tront to move forward towards the plain; but, upon 

Herod’s cuming up with the rear, fell furioufly 

to thersn, Upoiy him with about five hundred horfe, and broke 

inteverat through the firft rank. But the king preffing vio- 

encounters Jently upon them with his guards, he beat them 

onthe wy. from their ground, rallied his owh fcattered troops, 

and followed the purfuit till he made himfelf mafter 

' of the booty they had taken, in prifoners, horfes, 

mules, carriages, and all the baggage, which was 

very confiderable. After this teat, Herod conti- 

nucéd his journey to Anthony, but not without other 

encounters on the way, with’ troops of barbarians, 

that {allied out of the woodsand thickets upon him 

- . in his progrefs. However, hedefeated and cut them 

to pieces in every attempt, till, in the end, the way 

was fate and open to him, without any difficulty or 

hazard, the people revering him as their general 
protector, 


Puts the 
barbastans 


1s honoura. 
Saheey upon the barbarians, and how gallantly he: had ac- 
guitted himfelf upon feveral other occafions, fent 


out the flower of his troops to receive him on his ~ 


approach to the town, with all poffible honour and 
reipect, both for- his’ perfon and fervices, admiring 
him for his extraordinary abilities; and, in fine, 
treating him with a dignity fuitable to the royal 
character he had himfelf conferred upon him. Ina 
fhort time after this, Antigonus delivered up the 
place, and, in fo doing, put an end to the war. An- 
thony committed the government of the provirice, 
Samofata and the command of the army, to Sofius, with or- 
éclivered UP ders to affift Merod upon all occafions, and-went 
himfelf into Egypt. Sofius hereupon fent away two 
legions withthe king towards Judzea, for the guard 
ot his perfon, and marched after them himfelr with 


the reft of his army. 


During thefe tranfactions, Jofeph, in the abfence 
of his brother, was flain in Judaea, through want of 
attention to his order, when he went to Anthony. 
He marched towards Jericho with his own troops, 
and five companies which he had from Macheeras, 
and encamped upon the mountains. The Romans 
with him were but raw and undifciplined troops, 
and the greateft part newly railed, fo that the ene- 
imy took advantage both of the place where he was 
pofted, and the inexperience of the men under his 


ofeph flain 
* agtion. commiand, and falling upon thens, furprized and 
routed them, entirely deftroying fix companies, and 
cutting Jofeph to pieces, fighting valiantly at the 
head ofthem. Antigonus being mafter of the field, 
and finding Jofeph among the dead bodies, caufed 
Revolt or LS head to be cutoff, although his brother Pheroras 
Galileee Would have redcemed it at the price of fifty talents. 


This rout was followed with the revolt of Galilee, 
and the throwing as many of Herod’s friends as 
they could lay hold on into the lake, belides divers 
feditious connections in Judea, Macharas, in the 
siean tine, fortified the caftle of Gath. 


ANTIQUITIES or rue JEWS. 


Anthony, having heard of the exploits of Herod. 


Boox Yp 
The news of thefe difafters was brought to He. | ‘ 
rod at a place called Daphne, in the fuburbs of 
Antioch; and itwas the lefs furprifing to him tr of 
fome foreboding dreams he had a little betere: 
which manifeftly pointed at the death of his brother’ 
Frem this place he went to Mount Libanus ard 
taking cight hundred of the people along with hin 
and a Roman iegion, advanced to Prolemais I? 
paffing by night through the country of Galilee he 
was fet upon by the way, but repulied the enemy 
forced them back into the caftle out of which ther 
came theday before, immediately invested the plate: 
and difpofed the troops early next morning tor an 
attack. A violent tempeft, however, arifing at thae 
inftant, he was obliged to draw off into fome of the 
adjacent villages for fhelter. Juftas this happened 
another legion arrived from Anthony, which rein- 
forcement fo alarmed the garrifon, that they evacu- 
ate the place, and retired through favour of the 
night. , 


* Herod, impatient to revenge thedeath of his bro- 
ther, baftened with al) expedition rowards Jericho, 
where he treated, with great menificence, all the 
Srandees of the place upon his arrival. When the 
entertainnient was over, he difmiffed his guetts, and : 
retired to his own chamber. He had nojooner de. 
parted than the roof fell in; but no damage was " 
fuftained in point of life; it was deemed a fingular “ 
interpolition of Providence in his deliverance trom 
fuch imminent danger. ; 









The next day a party of fix thoufand of the enemy 
came tuddenly down from the:zmountains, and refo- 
lutely falling upon Herod’s forces, the Romans 
were thrown into fuch a confternation, that they 
immediately retreated. The enemy feeing this, pur- 
fued therm, and a warm engagement enfued; but’ 
no material advantage was obtained on either fide, 
only that Herod received a wound in the fide from 
an arrow. 


Antigonus, at this time, fent Pappus, his general, 
away to Samaria, with fome troops under his com- 
mand, being delirous of fhewing the enemy his 
ftrength, and that he had men to {pare. While he 
and Machzras were preparing for an encounter, 
Herod got pofiefiion of five towns, put two thou- 
fand men to the fword that were there in Sarrifon, 
and leaving them all in afhes, went back in quelt of 
Pappus, who was then encamped at a place called 
Hanus, where he was joined by great numbers, who 
came over to him trom Jerichoand Judaa, Herod 
perceiving the enemy difpofed fora battle, put it Mare 
immediately upon that iflue, and gave them a total ji)" 
rout, doing execution upon them in revenge of his 
brother’s death, in the very town they fled to for 
fanctuary. ‘Whe houtes were prefently crowded with 
foldicrs trom top to bottom, jome-in ‘one place, and _ 
fome in another; but, upon taking off the roofs, by 
means of ftones and various miffile inftruments, 
thofe within’ were all laid’ open to an univerfal 
flaughter. The moft difmal part of the fpedtacle 
was the piles of dead bodies that lay in heaps inthe 
chambers above and below, which could not fail of 
ftriking the fpectators with horror. 


The miferable remainder of their broken troops 
fled infuch diforder, and in fuch numbers, that, had 
it not been for a furious tempeft at that very ume, 
the victors had marched directly up to Jerufalem, 
and put an end to the war; tor Antigonus «was al- 
ready_vpon the point of refolving to abandon the 
city. It was now too late in the evening, and Herod 
had ordered his foldiers to fupper, while he re- 
tired into a chamber to ufe the bath, as he was 
much fatigued after the engagement. As he was 
naked in the bath, with only one attendant, out 
ftarted three foldiers with fwords in their hands, 
and croffing the room in hafte, rufhed out-at the n 
door. Such was their contternation, however, that Hen" 
they hurricd away, as it were, to fave themlelves, jy 
without dreaming of doing any violencero the kings cy 
whom they might have moft eafily deltroyed. The intl! 
body of Pappus being found among the flain *™ 
Herod the next day ordered his head to be ftruck 
off, and fent it to Pheroras, asakind of confolacory 


3 revenge 













Boox XIV. . i: 
revenge for his brother Jofeph, whom Pappus put 
to death with his own hand. 


When the rigour of the feafon was over, Herod 
removed his army, and encamped near Jeruialem, 
taking up his quarters on the temple-fide of the 
town, as Pompey had done long betore him, and 
as the Jpot chat lay faireft for an attack. When he 
had collected his pioneers, with all neceffary mate- 


trenches and bulwarks, and made every proper 
* difpofition for the fiege, he wentto Samaria, tocon- 
furmmate bis marriage with Mariamne, to whom 
he had been fome time contracted, as aircady ob- 


jerved. P 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


Sofius and Herod march with a confiderable arly 
againt Ferufalem, and lay fiege to the city. The in- 
habitants, jar from being difmayed, make a gallant 
defence. [erod takes meafures to fubvert the defign 
of the Fews. The latter make various fallies, and fet 
Sire tothe enemys works. Their aftonifbing refolution, 
and nilitary prowefs. The Romans feale ibe walls 
of the city. ” Yerufalem taken. The Romans commit 
ihe moft horrid cruclties on the Fews. Antigonus 
vanqui~foed and diferaced, and afterwards put to 
death. The cud of the Afinonean family. 


FTER the celebration of the nuptials, Sofius 
tent away his troops before him, being a con~ 
tiderable body ofhorfeand foot, foon after following 
them himfelf by way of Phoenicia. "The king alfo 
returned from Samaria with a reinforcement of 
about 30,000 men, which being joined, the whole 
army drew up together towards the walls upon the 
north quarter of the town, to the number of 11 le- 
gions of foot, and Gooo horfe, with other auxiliaries 
out of Syria. The two generals were ‘Sofius and 
Herod; the former fent by Anthony, as an affiftant; 
the other aéting on his own account, with a view 
of fettling himielf in the poffeffion of a kingdom, 
which the fenare had conferred upon him, on the 
overthrow of Antigonus, the profeffed enemy of 
Rome. 


The Jews within the city were numerous and re- 
folute, and made 2 very obftinate defence; for the 
whole nation may be faid to have been gathered to- 
gether ac this important crifis. They animated 
cach other by exclaiming inceflantly, “* The temple 
of ite Lord! The temple of the Lord!” and fome ut- 
tered juch prefages of victory, as feemed propheti- 
cally to foretell their deliverance. Nor were they 
wanting in their endeavours, by frequent excur- 
fions, and laying wafte the country, to diftrels the 
the aiiailants; tor they fwept it io bare, that there 
jcarcely remained any fultenance cither for man or 
beaft, “Bur Herod foon remedied this inconveni- 
ence, partly by che ambuthes he laid to enfnare the 
yillagers, and partly by-commiffaries and convoys 
he employed far and near for the fupply of the 
camp. The feafon being remarkably tavourable, 
| and an extraordinary number of hands employed, 
t the pioneers foon finifhed the approaches, and the 
I 
i 
‘ 
| 


affailants advanced to the battery, leaving nothing . 


unattempted to carry their point. The befieged, 


on the other hand, made a ftout reG ance, oppo- . 


ing ftratagem to itratagem, and by one invention 
froitvating another. ‘hey made many defperate 
fallies, anc fet fre vo divers of the enemy’s works, 
as well thofé that were finifhed, as thof¢ that were 
only begun. Their courage and refolution were 
In no refpect inferior to the Romans; bur, in point 
of military {kill and experience, they were greatly 
lurpafed by them. As tat as one wall was thrown 
down, the defendants fupplied ic with a retrench- 
ment thar ferved for another. They counter- 
Wrought mine againtt mine, and, in fhort, with un- 


aunted refolution, oppofed fatigue, danger, and 


Uy 2 . 
“miculty, making a moft gallane and defperate 
telance. This bravery they evinced in defiance 


rials, and given orders for the cafting up the. 


ANTIQUITIES or rue JEWS: 


of a formidable enemy before the city, and 4a 
dearth of provifions, and other neceffaries, within 
the walls; for they were now in the fabbatical 
year, when it was unlawful for them to till the 
ground. 


Upon the fortieth day after bréaking ground, 
twenty choien men fealed the firft wall, and were 
feconded by fome of the centurions under the com- 
mand of Sofius. The fecond wall was fealed Bf- 
teen days after, and feveral galleries about the 
temple iet on fire, which Herod imputed to Anti- 
gonus, in order to expole him to the hatred of 
the Jews. When the out-quarter of the temple, 
and the lower town, were taken, the Jews berook 
themlelves into the inner court of the temple, and 
the upper part of the town; and, left the Romans 
fhould interrupt them in. their daily oblations, 
they defired permiffion of Herod, by their am- 
bafladors, only to bring in fo many beatts as 
fhould be neceffary for that fervice. Herod rez: 
dily granted their requeft; hoping it might pre- 
vail with them in his favour; but finding his 
miftake, and that they were more and more fan- 
guine in their attachment to Antigonus, he fell 
on immediately with his whole ftrength, and took 
‘the city by affaulc. 


The Romans were fo exafperated by the oppo- 
fition and the delay, and the Jews, in the intereft 
of Herod, fo averfe to thofe of the other party, 
that they put all to the fword without mercy, as 
well in the dtreets as in the houfes, without regard 
to age or tex. Nay, the very temple itfelf was no 
Jonger a fanétuary to thofe who fledtoit. Never 
was exhibited fo {hocking a fpeétacle of blood and 
flaughter; for the foeldiers were tranfported, be- 
twixt fury and revenge, to fuch a degree of im- 
placable inhumanity, that, notwithftanding the in- 
junétion of Herod, on their allegiance, to with-hold 
their rage, they continued the maffacre; and death 
triumphed in all its horrid forms. 


The conduct of Antigonus was unworthy the 
dignity of his ftation; for, as foon as he tound 
all was loft, he came down from the tower, and, in 
the humbleft manner, caft himfelf at the feet of 
Sofius, who, inftead of pitying, infulted him in the 
higheit degree, jJaluting him by the name of Anti- 
fea, in token of contempt of his pufillanimity 
ard daftardly behaviour. But, though he gave 
him afeminine appellation, he did not treat him 
like awoman; for he was put in chains, and kept 
in clofe cuftody. 


Though Herod had gained a complear victory 
over his enemies, he had fil more difficulties 
to encounter. The foreign auxiliaries were fo 


td. 
eo 


The Ra- 
mans feale 
the walls. 


« 


The city | 
and tempig 
taken, 


An horrid 
maflacre, 


Antigonis 
delivers 
himfelf up 
to Sofius. 


preffing and importunate to be prying into the’ 


temple, and the very fanétuary itlelf, that neither 
authority, intreaty, threatening, or even force it- 
fel, could hardly reftrain them. Indeed, he would 
have deemed his fuccefs worfe than a defeat, if 
conqueit had proved the caufe of expofing the fa- 
cred and incommunicable myfteries of religion to 
the curiofity of the prophane multitude. 


Being defirous that the city fhould not be plun- 
dered, Herod informed Sofius, that if the trea. 
fure was feized, and the town depopulated, he 
fhould be fovereign of a defart, and that he would 
not purchafe the government of the univerfe at the 
price of fo much blood. Sofius replied, that it 
was according to juftice, and common practice, 
‘upon taking of a place by affault, to allow the fol- 
diers the advantage of the booty. Herod admitted 
the force of Sofius’s plea as to what concerned the 
foldiers, undertook to compound himfelf for the 
plunder, and declared that every man fhould be 
duly recompenfed out of his own private coffers. 
According'to promife, he rewarded both private men 
and officers in proportion to their refpective ftations 
and deferts, and prefented Sofius with gitts worthy 
hisrank and charaéter. In fhort, the liberality and 
miunificence he difplayed on this occafion, afforded 
univerfal fatisfaction. 

This 


Herod pres 
vents the 
defolation 
of the city. 


~. 


232 


The date at 
which the 
clty was 


_ ‘taken. 


ANTIQUITIES or rie JEWS. 


This memorable event happened in the confu- 
late of Marcus Agrippa and Canidius Gallus, on 
the 184th olympiad, in the third month, and upon 
the day of a folemn faft,-being the very anniveriary 
of their deftruction by Pompey; for the city was 
taken upon that very day 27 feven years before. 


Sofius, after making a handfome prefent for the 
fervice of the temple, departed from Jerufalem, 
taking the pufillanimous Antigonus with him in 
bonds to Anthony, ‘and leaving the courageous He- 
rod in full poffeffion of the fovereignty of Judsea. 


~ Herod entertained doubts that Anthony would not 


take away his life, and, of courfe, apprehenfion, 
that, on his appearing at Rome, and preferring 
his claim to the government to the fenate, as he 
was of the blood royal, and himfelf only a pisbien, 
it might itill tend to his degradation. He was 
confcious that he might fuggeft, that, though, for 
his own part, he could-not pretend _to deferve the 
dignity, having been in arms againft the Romans, 


End of the FourTErntH Book. 





Boox xy 
yet he might hope they would not punish his; 
cent fons for the guilt of their father. bur aden 
them to the fucceffion. _Impreffed with thefe fur. 
picions, he prevailed with Anthony, fora conf. 
pole fum of money, privately acminiftered to 
ave Antigonus difpatched, which being done, re. ante: 
ftored his tranquillity. : pre Sane te ae 


death at the 
inftance of 


‘With this prince ended the reign of the famous Hew, 


“and illuftrious houfe of the Afmonzens, after being 


in poffeffion of the government an hundred and 
twenty-fix years. a 


This family was illuftrious in itfelf, for the lon 
continuance of the regal and facerdotal fucceffion M4 
in it,and for the fignal fervices. which they andtheir aisa! 
anceftors, from time to time, had rendered our na. 
tion. But, through inteftine broils, theadminiftra. 
tion was transferred from them to Herod, the fon 
of Antipater, a perfon who had no claim from lineal 
defcent, or dignity of extraction. 
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CHAP. f. : 
Herod, having obtained poffeffion of Ferufalem, and the 
fovereigny of Fuca belie Mode and re-~ 
venges bimfelf on bis enemies. ? 


S foon as Herod obtained the fovereign 
rule of Judea, he madeit his bufinefs to 
promote and provide for thofe who had 


i efpoufed his intereft while he was in the | 
ye. rank and condition of a privateman. He alfo took 


care to revenge himfelf on thofe whom he knew to 


have been his enemies, infomuch that hardly aday- 


pafled without a capital execution upon fome one 
or other of them. 


Pallio, the Pharifee, and his difciple, Sameas, 
were highly in his favour, for the good offices they 
did him, in advifing the citizens, when he lay before 
Jerufalem, to openthe gates andreceive him. This 
Samzas was the perfon who formerly foretold to 
Hyrcanus, and the reft ofthe judges, upon the quef- 
tioning of Herod for his life, that, if they acquitted 
him, the time would come, when he fhould as cer- 
tainly take away their lives, as they might_ then 
take away his; and the prediétion was verified in 
the event. 


No fooner was Herod _ in poffeffion-of the city, | 


than he got together all the royal ornaments, with 
the rich booty, in goods, gold, and filver, that had 
been taken away by the wealthy citizens, and com- 
manded the whole to be conveyed to the royal pa- 
lace, out of which he made a magnificent prefent to 
Anthony, and divided 
and favourites. 

He ordered 45 leading men, in the intereft of 
Antigonus, to bé put to death; .and fet guards at 
the gates of the ciry, that nothing might be carried 
out but their dead bodies. They alfo fearched the 
dead, and whatever was found, either of gold or 
filver, or. other treafure, was carried cothe king. 
There was, indeed, no end of the miferies brought 
upon them by a penurious prince; for their whole 
Posetions were not fufficient to fatisfy his avarice. 

0. 20, 


the refit amongit his friends * 


They were alfo in their fabbatical year, and had 
confequently no harveft to fupply their wants. ° 


Anthony, having, at this time, Antigonus in 
bonds, thought to expoie him publicly in honour of 
his triumph; but when he heard that the Jewifh 
nation grew feditious, and that, from their averfion 
to Herod, they continued to bear good will for An- 
tigonus, he caufed him to be beheaded at Antioch, 
as we have before obferved towards the clofe of the 
laft book. This is attefted by Strabo, .of Cappa- 
docia, who thus writes: “* Anthony ordered Anti- 
“< gonus, the Jew, to be brought prifoner to An- 
“© ttoch, and there to have his head {truck off: the 
firft king that ever the Romans put to death in 
this manner: but he had this to offer in his own 
behalf, that the Jews would not acknowledge 
Herod for their king while Antigonus was 
Jiving: Nay, fo great a reverence had they for 
their former prince; that they were not to be 
wrought upon, even by torments, to‘allow He- 
rod fo muchas the nameofaking. But Anthony 
propofed to himfelf, by this difhonourable pro- 
ceeding, to blaft the memory and reputation of 
the one, and foften the popular averfion to the 
other.” 
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CHAP. I. 


“Hyrcanus is fet at liberty by the Parthians. Returns 


‘to Llerod, and is favourably received. _Ananel is ad 
' vanced to the pontificate. Alexandra, difeufted there- 
at, caufes difturbances. nanel being at length de- 
pofed, zs fucceeded by Ariftobulus. : 


LAX8CANUS, _being at this time in the hands 
of the Parthians, ‘news was brought him of 


Antigonus ia 
beheaded. 


Tektimony 
of Strabo, 


Hyrcanus, 
the high- 


Herod’s promotion to the government. ~ He there- priett,a cape 


fore madchis court to the new king, from whom he 
obtained his liberty in the following manner. : 


Phraates, king of Parthia, being informed of the 
birth and character of his prifoner Hyrcanus, held 
him ee high efteem, that he ordered his chains 
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XV. 


[Including a Period of about Twenty-fix Years.] 


CHAP. I 


Flerod, having obtained poffeffion of Ferufalem, and the 
[oureaa oF Wide Les bts friends, and re- 
venges bimfelf on bis enemies. 


S foon as Herod obtained the fovereign 
rule of Juda, he madeit his bufinefs to 
promote and provide for thofe who had 


efpoufed his intereft while he was in the - 


rank and condition of a privateman. He alfo took 
careto revenge himfelf on thofe whom he knew to 
have been his enemies, infomuch that hardly aday 
pafled without a capital execution upon fome one 
or other of them. 


Pallio, the Pharifee, and his difciple, Samzas, 
were highly in his favour, for the good offices they 
did him, in advifing the citizens, when he lay before 
Jerufalem, to openthe gates andreceive him. ‘This 
Sameas was the perfon who formerly foretold to 
Fiyrcanus, and the reft ofthe judges, upon the guef-- 
tioning of Herod for his life, that, if they acquitted 
him, the tine would come, when he fhould as cer- 
tainly take away their lives, as they might then 
take away his; and the prediétion was verified in 
the event. 


No fooner was Herod in poffeffion-of the city, 
than he got together all the royal ornaments, with 
the rich booty, in goods, gold, and filver, that had 
been taken away by the wealthy citizens, and com- 
manded the whole to be conveyed to the royal pa- 
lace, out of which he made a magnificent préfent to 
Anthony, and divided 


and favourites. 


the reft amongft his friends ° 





They were alfo in their fabbatical year, and had 
confequently no harveft to fupply their wants. ° 


Anthony, having, at this time, Antigonus in 
bonds, thought to expole him publicly in honour of 
his triumph; but when he heard that the Jewith 
nation grew feditious, and that, from their averfion 
to Herod, they continued to bear good will for An- 
tigonus, he caufed him to be beheaded at Antioch, 
as we have before obferved towards the clofe of the 
laft book. This is attelted by Strabo, of Cappa- 
docia, whothus writes: “* Anthony ordered Anti- 
“* gonus, the Jew, to be broughre prifoner to An- 
‘© tioch, and there to have his head ftruck off: the 
“* firft king that ever the Romans put to death in 
‘° this manner: but he had this to offer in his own 
“* behalf, that the Jews would not acknowledge 
S¢ Herod for their king while Antigonus was 
diving: Nay, fo great a reverence had they for 
their former prince; that they were not to be 
wrought upon, even by torments, to ‘allow He- 
rod fo muchas the nameofaking. But Anthony 
propofed to himfelf, by this difhonourable pro- 
ceeding, to blaft the memory and reputation of 
the one, and foften the popular averfion to the 
other.”? 


CHAP. II. 


‘Etyrcanus is fet at liberty by the Parthians. Returns 
‘to Herod, and is favourably received. Ananel is ad- 
vanced to the pontificate. Alexandra, difeufted there- 
at, caufes difturbances. _Ananel being at length de- 
pyed, is fucceeded by Ariftobulus. . 


He ordered 45 leading men, in the intereft of 
Antigonus, to be put to death; .and fee guards at 
the gates of the city, that nothing might be carried 
out but their dead bodies. They alio fearched the 
dead, and whatever was found, either of gold or 
filver, or. other treafure, was carried tothe king. 

here was, indeed, no end of the miferies brought 
upon them by a penurious prince; for their whole 
Poe were nor fufficient to fatisfy his avarice. 

OQ. 20, 


YRCANUS, being at this time in the hands ,, 
> : rs Wyreanus, 
of the Parthians, news was brought him of te high- 
Herod’s promotion to the government. He there- pricta oes 
fore madchis court to the new king, from whom he {ti9 Pate 
obtained his liberty in the following manner. . 


Phraates,; king of Patthia, being informed of the 
birth and character of his prifoner Hyrcanus, held 
him iach high efteem, that he ordered his chains 

nn ta 
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to be taken off, and allowed him the freedom of the _ 


city of Babylon, where there were many of his own 
feét, and where he had the fame reverence paid him, 
not only by the Jews of that city, but thoft likewife 
on the other fide of the Euphrates, as if he had ac- 
tually been their governor and high-prieft, circum- 
Stances whichcould not butafford him confiderable 
fatisfaction. 
‘When he came to underftand that Herod was 
advanced to the government, judging of the dil- 
Hyreanus Hofition of others from his own, and flattering 
vilit Herod. himfelf with mighty- expectations from Herod in 
his exalted fituation, as an acknowledgment to the 
preferver of his life and honour, he determined to 
pay him a vifit, but not without firft advifing with 
is particular friends. Having informed them of 
his defign, after fome deliberation, they unanimoui- 
ly oppoted it, alledging, “‘ that as long as he was 
amonet them, he might affure himfelf, from them, 
and all their people, of a reverence and obedience 
fuirable to the dignity of his character, which he 
could never expeét in his own country, by reafon of 
the maim he had received from Antigonus, which 
difqualified him for fuch a claim.” They alfo ob- 
ferved, that, in point of good offices and reciprocal 
fervices, it was not with princes as with private 
perfons, fince their elevation, in general, diverted 
their attention from paft tranfactions. But thefe 
remarks,though pertinently fuggefted by his friends, 
had no weight with Hyrcanus, who neverthelefs 
perfifted in his refolution. : 


Receivesan Eerod, indeed, gave him an invitation, by letter, 

invitation | to come over to him, and take his part in the go- 

rom Meroe. vernment, perf{uading him to defire.Phraates, and 
his brethren, the Jews, not to envy him fo great a 
happinefs, as he had now an opportunity of fhewing 
his gratitude'to the perfon to_whom he ftood in- 
debted for his very exiftence. To enforce the mat- 
ter, Herod fent Saramalla upon an embaffy to Phra- 
ates, with perfuafive arguments, and magnificent 
prefents, to conciliate his favour towards his worthy 
patron and deareft'friend. But this zeal in Herod 
did not flow from principle, but from a caution, as 
being an ufurper, to fecure himfelf from every 
change of ftate, and, for that confideration, either 
to get aoe into his power, or put him out of 
the world, as the event afterwards proved. 


Hyrcanus, having atlength obtained his difcharge 


waco Je) from Phraates, and being amply tupplied with mo- 


is honoure ney and neceffaries by the Jews in Babylon for his ; 


ably roe journey, proceeded to Jeruialem, where he was re- } 
Herod, . ceived with every token of fingular honour and re- jf, 


fpect. 


the ftyle of a father, and maintained fuch an ap- 


pearance of amity, as could not fail to elude all | 


doubt and fufpicion of the integrity of his difpofi- 


tion. In fine, he omitted nothing that could give , 


a_ favourable opinion of his regard for Hyrcanus, 


till ac length he fullied all he had done before, by | 
an act that caufed thegreateft difturbance inhis own |} 


family. Being cautious of having any manof ho- 
nourable excraction advanced to the pontificate, he 


fent to Babylon for one Ananel, a.perion of obicure © 


Herot ad- COndition, and conftituted him high-prieft. The 
vanees an promotion of this mean perfon -greatly difguited 


rae eal Alexandra, the daughtei ot Hyrcanus, and mother 


pontificate. * . - 
Herod,) towhom, by right of birth, the office of 


Alexantra high-prieft belonged. In order, therefore, to re- 
appliesto {ent the affront offered her family in fetting afide 
Cleopatra | her fon, and obtruding a foreigner into_the ponti- 


to obtain it . 
of Anthony ficate, fhe wrote to Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, who 


for her fon- had an abfolute authority over Anthony, to requeft - 


that honour for Ariftobulus. 


Anthony, at firft, did not attend to the matter. It_ 
happened, however, that one Gellius, a particular’ 
friend, being in Judea about fome affairs of his ¢ 


own, by chance faw Ariftobulus and Mariamne, 
the fymmetry and beauty of whofe perton fo at- 
tracted his eye, that he could not refrain from com- 
plimenting Alexandra as the mother of two fuch 
finifhed productions of nature, and recommending 
her to prefent their pictures to Anthony, as the molt 


‘the joy ot having accomplifhed her wifhes on the «4 


. Herod appointed him the firft place at all +} 
public meetings and entertainments, treated himin | 


- {tation, in which the honour of her family was con- 


of Ariftobulus, (brother to Mariamne, the wife of . 
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effectual means of fecuring her beft fervices. Alex. 
andra accordingly fent the pictures; and Gelliys. 
being difpofed to inveigle Anthony into a paffion 
for Mariamne, exaggerated thereprefentation in the 
drawings, and in words defcribed them as of ange. 


lic form. 


Anthony deeming it imprudent to fend for the 
wife of a prince who was his friend, and fearful of 
giving Cleopatra any ground for jealoufy, wrote ro Arheny 
Herod, informing him of his defire to tee Arifto. Ss" 
bulus, if'a convenient opportunity fhould offer. He. 
rod did not chink it proper to iend-a youth of {9 
attractivea perlonto Anthony, with whofe eccentric 
paffion he was well acquainted; fo that he put him 
off, with a pretence that-the Jews were fo-feditious 
and bent upon the experiment of another king, that Here! 
if Ariftobulus fhould leave the kingdom, it would bits 
excite dangerous commotions. Sa 


Herod, having thus excufed himfelf to Anthony. 
kept up appearances with Ariftobulus and Alex: 
andra; his wife Mariamne preffing him, upon every 


_ occafion, to do her brother juftice in the inftance of 


the pontificate, urging withal, thatit was his intereft 
fo to do, and that the duties incumbent on theoffice 
would excufe him beyond all exception from taking 
the journey. Herod, incenfed at this fpirited ex- 
ertion, called his friends about him, and, in the fe- tres 
vereft terms, inveighed againft Alexandra, telling wis 
them fhe had entered into a confpiracy againft him, 33%": 
andinfluenced Cleopatrato prevail with Anthonyto ““* 
difpoffefs him of the government, and transfer it to 
herfon, inwhich, hefaid, fhewasthe more to blame, 
as fhe could not, in that inftance, affert the caufe 
of Ariftobulus without degracliing herdaughter, and . 
aving the way, by inteftine feuds, for dethroning 
ner fon-in-law, and removing him froma dignity he 
had acquired by fo much toil and hazard. Upon 
the whole, he declared himfelf ready to forget and 
forgive all injuries; and, as a poet of the reveren- 
tial regard he had for his mother, and all her rela- 
tions, he would immediately veft her fon with the 
exercife of the office, which he never would have 
conferred on Ananel, had he been of proper age to 
have executed. ae ok : 
This declaration, intended merely to amufe the 


women and friends around him, very much embar- gy, 
raffed Alexandra, who was fo greatly affected by pin ixte 












. : ing 
one hand, and.aconcern of finding herfelf fufped- in 


ed onthe other, that, in a tranfport of paffion, fhe fe: a2 
thus vindicated her conduét, declaring, that, with 
refpect ro the pontificate, fhewas hurt by theaffront 
put upon her fon; that fhe was determined to leave 
no lawful means unattempted to do him right; but 
as to any defign fhe hadof raifing him to the throne, 
it was fo iar from her, that if offered, fhe would 
have refufedit. Eler ambition, fhe faid, went no 
farther than to fee juftice done to her fon in that 


cerned; and as that point was to-be fettled, fhe was 
fo fenfible of the king’s gracious regard to her in the 
perfon of Ariftobulus, that fhe would ever retain a 
moft dutiful fenfe of the fame; and if fhe had, in 
any inftance, exceeded the bounds of reipect an 
moderation, through a miftaken punétilio of ho- , 
nour, fhe implored the pardon of the royal perlo- 
nage who might be offended. This pertinent ad- 
drets foothed the king; and_ the parties re-affumec 
at leaft the appearance of friendfhip. 


“CHAP. I. 


Herod is fill fufpicious of the defigns of Alexandra. 
Caufes Aeitebdee to be iis of "sibits a proof 
of confummate hypocrify. J 


WHE king depofed Ananel from the office of 
. high-prieft, alledging, as the caufe, that he was 
a foreigner, and of the race of the Jews that were 
formerly carried away by the Syrians ‘beyond the | 
Euphrates, many thotfands of whomtovk up their 
habitations in Babylon. He was, indeed, of facef- 
dotal extraction, and afriend of Herod’s, who, upo 


Herod’s coming to the crown, had creaced him Be 
. prieis 
. 








ont ds depofed hi hough 

i dafterwards depofed him, though con- 
wee a awe for the high priefthood is an office for 
life, and not to be taken away, when duly conferred. 
The firtt who brake in upon that rule was Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, who removed Jofhua, to make way 
for his brother Onias. Ariftobulus was the fecond, 
who took that dignity from his brother Hyrcanus; 
and Herod the third, who depofed Ananel, and con- 


ferred the pontificate on Ariftobulus. 


ae By this expedient Herod thought to have healed 
I peaed the divifions in his family; but it appeared, from 
EF indwached Confequences, the reconciliation was not fo perma- 
yt Herod pent as might have been expected; for he enter- 
tained fufpicions that Alexandra would be no longer 

quiet, than fhe had an_ opportunity of compafling 
her ends by reviving diffention. For this caufe he 
confined her to her palace, and abfolutely forbad 
her interfering in public concerns. Fie allo fer 
guards over her, that the leaft rranfaction might not 
pafs without his knowledge. ‘This method of pro- 


Apirit, nothing touched her fo near as this officious 

. eather into her conduét, infomuch, that, rather 
than endure fo abject a life, in being deprived of the 
liberty of fpeech, ihe was determined to run any ha- 
zard to deliver hertelf from it. Thus refolved, fhe 
fully ftated her cafe ina letter to Cleopatra; and re- 
quelting, atthe fame time, heradvice and affiftance, 
received, from that princefs, an invitation to come 
away privately, with her fon, to her in Egypt. Alex~ 
andra approved the counfel, and bethought herfelf 

‘ of an expedient to put it in execution. She order- 

Aste pre ed two coffins to be provided, caufed herfelf and fon 

re $0tq be puc in them, and appointed the fervants, 

‘ who were privy to the’contrivance, to fee them car.. 
ried out by night, and put on board.a fhip that lay 
ready at hand to tranfport them into Egypt. 


But this ftratagem mifcarried through the trea- 
Bis senayea, Chery, Of one of the fervants, who communicated 
Bsdiwne the whole fcheme toa man named'Sabbion. ‘This 
Riinher perfon had been fufpected of affifting iti the death 
wer = of Antipater, the father of Herod, and therefore, 
; in order to obviate the confequences that might 
follow, he divulged the whole fecret. The king 
fuffered thern to go fome way from the city, and 
then furprized and brought them back; but-fearing 
the power and influence of Cleopatra, he fufpended 
his defign, and making a virtue of neceffity, pre- 
tended, with great clemency, to pardon in both 
what he dared not punifh. It was not long, how- 
ever, before he embraced the opportunity of taking 
a fatal revenge on young Ariftobulus. 


The feaft of tabernacles (which is one of our 
Principal feftivals) now approaching, Herod feem- 
ed difpofed to celebrate it with the utmoft- mirth 
and good humour: but a circumftance occurred, 
that induced him to execute his defign upon the 
life of the youth fooner than he intended. Arifto- 

i bulus, who was to officiate as high-prieft upon the 
' occafion, poffeffed.a moft engaging perfon and de- 
1 


s 


meanour, and was in the eighteenth year of his age. 
Having advanced towards the altar, he difcharged 
his duty with fo becoming a reverence, and the 
{plendour of the pontifical robes added fuch a luftre 
av to the gracefulnefs of his perfon, that, by both 
ae oe thefe, he captivated the affections of the people, in- 
‘careffea LOMuch, that they could not forbear expreffing the 
‘the peas love, honour, and efteem, they bore, in the warmett 
o Prayers and acclamations, and accompanying thofe 
tokens of joy and affection, with the moit grateful 
acknowledgments of the many obligations they had 
to his noble family. This raifed Herod’s jealoufy 
to fuch a degree, that he immediately meditated a 
{cheme for taking away the life of Ariftobulus, 
which he effected as follows. 


hharedyy As foon as the feaft of tabernacles was over, He. 
mi, od went to partake ofan entertainment with Alex- 
andra at Jericho, where he took Ariftobulus, in 
Point of Somplcency, to bear him company in the 
diverfion, oftheday. The weather being too warm 
for exercife, the company withdrew into the cool of 
the fhade, near certain fifh-ponds, in which feveral 
ofthem propofed to bathe. Ariftobulus was pre- 


ceeding highly dilgufted her; for, Depa womanof 
t 
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vailed on to beone of the party; and no fooner had 

he plunged into the water, than thofe who were in 

it before, ducked and dipped him according to the - 
direction of Herod, and, under pretence of {port 

and play, kept him {fo long under water, that he was 

at length aétually drowned. Thus was this ac- ang drowns 
complifhed youth taken off, through che bafe de- ™ 

vice of awicked king, in the eighteenth year of his 

age, and the firit of his pontifical office, which was 
immediately reftored to Ananel. When this la- 
mentable difafter was known to the women, dif- 
traction fat on every countenance, and defpair and aritobutus 
horror reigned around. It was fo publicalofs, as to is univerfal- 
be mourned throughout Jerulalem; for every family ¥ #mented. 
feemed to haveaconcern in it. But Alexandra was 

more deeply affected:than all; and ic was an aggra- pg. ive 
vation of her calamity, that, though fhe was con- gricfof Al. 
vinced of the treachery of the act, ihe found herfelf exandra, 
under a neceffity, for her own fecurity, to pals it 

over in filence. Such was her defpair at intervals, 

that fhe refolved’ to lay violent hands on herfelf; 

but, on cooler reflection, fhe checked her pafMfion, 

hoping fhemight live to revenge fo Magitious an act, 

on the guilty head of the perpetrator. With this 

view ihe maintained a fair appearance, and feemed 

to have no knowledge of the tranfaction. 


Herod, to wipe off all fufpicion of fo foula deed, pitimuiz- 
affected more than ordinary tokens of forrow, fell tion of He- 
into tears, and exhibited an apparent confufion of 
foul. He might probably be ieized with amomen- 
tary remorfe for fpilling the blood of the innocent 
in the prime of youth; but as he held the death of 
the one neceffary for the fecurity.of the other, his 
main point. was to keep himfelf clear of fufpicion. 

Fiis funeral obfequies were performed with the ut- 
moft pomp and magnificence, which he attended 
himfelf as chief; a piece of chicane which excited 
the aftonifhment, and, in fome degree, appealed the 
inward rage, of thofe who were inconiolable for the 
lofs they had fuftained in the death of Ariftobulus. 


CHAP. IV. 


Herod is cited to appear before Anthony on an accufa- 
tion for the murder of Ariftobulus. “His projeét for 
the ‘death of Marianme ts difcovered by Fofeph. 
Fofeph is put to death, and Alexandra imprifoned. 


IN Od Td Eis TAN DIN Gexterhal appearence, Alexandra 
Alexandra could not fupprefs her grief, any informs 
more than her defire of obtaining revenge; for Cleopatra 
which purpofe fhe again had recourfe to Cleopatra, treachery of 
whom fhe acquainted with the untimely death of her Uerod in 
fon, and the manner in which it was effected. She the murier 
reprefented the villainy of Herod in fuch alight, °° °°" 
and pictured her own diftrefs in fuch feeling terms, 

as moved the compaffion of the queen, who refolved 

to do the utmoft in her power to procure fome re- 

drefs.. She accordingly made immediate applica~" 

tion to Anthony, preffing him, with the utmoit im- 
portunity, to fee juflice done on the perpetrators of 

fo barbarousa murder. She reprefented to him the 
difgrace he would incur by fuffering a king, whom 

he had raifed to the throne, and who was the ufurp- 

er of the right of another, to commit fo horrid an 

outrage upon the lawful heir with impunity. An- 

thony, harraffed by the inceffant folicitations of anthony 
Cleopatra, was at length prevailed upon to call He- fends for 
rod to account, and accordingly repaired to Laodi- pueran to. a 
cea, where he cited him to appear betore him, inor- himfelf. 
der to clear himfelf of the imputation laid to his 

charge for the death of Ariftobulus. 


Herod was too fenfible of his guilt to truft to the 
merits of his caufe; and dreading the influence of 
Cleopatra, who had incenfed Anthony againft him, 
he was greatly perplexed in what manner to proceed 
at fo criticalajuncture. He well knew, however, 
that it_was in vain to difpute the will of the all- Hered pri- 
povee Anthony, and therefore determined at all joins Joteph 
azards toappear. Ele committed the care of the to deltroy 
government, in his abfence, to his uncle Jofeph, Metismne 
giving him privately in charge, if Anthony fhould conaitionse 
put him todeath, immediately to deftroy Mariamne; 
2 tor 
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for fuch was his attachment to her, that he could 
not bear the thoughts of her being in the poffeflion 
of another even atter his death; befides, he had _re- 
ceived Intimation that the fame of her beauty had 
captivated Anthony. Having given thele orders, 
he took his departure With a mind fraught with the 
moft difmal apprehenfions. 


Jofeph, being now vefted with the adminiftration 
of affairs, attended to his truft, and made frequent 
vifits to Mariamne, partly on bufinefs, and partly 
from the refpeé due to her character as queen. At 
thefe interviews he would frequently take occafion 
to infinuate the very affectionate regard Herod had 
for her, reprefenting him as the tendereft -and moit 
loving of hufbands. .The women, and particular- 
ly Alexandra, treated his declarations with raillery, 
which rendered Jofeph fo zealous in the caufe, that, 
to confirm the charaéter he had given him, he_in- 
fifted, as an indifputable argument of his affec- 
tion, ** That as he found he could not live with- 
“© out her, fo he was refolved that death itfelf fhould 

© never part then.” But the women, as-was na- 

tural, did not efteem this declaration as an evidence 
of love; they rather conftrued it to be an intima- 
tion of a tyrannical purpofe he had affumed, in cafe 
of his own death, not to fuffer them to furvive 
him. A’rumour was fpread at this time, by fome 
perfons who bore the king ill-will,- that Anthony 
had caufed Herod to. be put to’ the-queition, and 
after that to death. : . 


The whole court was alarmed at it, and particu- 
larly the women, infomuch, that Alexandra pro- 
poled to Jofeph to fly for protection to the Roman 
Jegion, under Julius, that was then quartered with- 
out the city, and to take them along with him. 
She obferved, that if there fhould be any broils in 
the palace, the Romans would take care of them; 
or if ever Mariamne fhould come tothe fight of 
Anthony, he would:deny her, nothing that fhe 
fhould afk him, though it were the kingdom itfelf, 
or all the royal privileges fhe could pretend to. 


While this affair was under deliberation, letters 
arrived from Herod, that invalidated the late report; 
for it appeared that Anthony, by force of prefents 

‘and fair words, was fo far brought over to his in- 
tereft, thar Cleopatra could no Ionger'prevail with 
him to the prejudice of Herod; for he not only ex- 
culpated him from every imputation of having been 
acceffary to the murder of Ariftobulus, but gave 
him repeated tokens of favour; nay, hé publicly 
declared, that kings were not to‘be accountable to 
their fubjects for their actions. Herod difplayed in 
his letters, the honours Anthony had done to him, 
fetting forth, that he had called himto his councils, 
and to his jolemn feafts, in defpite of all the ca- 
lumnies of Cleopatra, who hast a defign upon the 
government herfelf, and did all the could to effet 
his deftruétion. Anthony, he averred, was a prince 
of honour and juftice; and told them they might 
expect him back again in a fhort time, better elta- 
blifhed in the poffetfion of his kingdom, and in the 
affurance.of Anthony’s friendfhip, than ever, Cleo- 
patra being entirely detached from him, through 
her acceptance of Coclo-Syria as a prefent, upon 
condition never to trouble hin more in Judza. 


Upon Anthony’s advancing on his: expedition 
againft the Parthians, Herod returned to Jerufa- 
lem; and his mother and fitter, Salome, informed 
himof what had paffed. The latter accufed Mari- 
amne of having had too great a familiarity with Jo- 
ieph, her hufband, whom fhe was willing to facri- 
fice, rather than not obtain her revenge on the inno- 
cent Mariamne. This arofe from iome difacree- 
able words between Salome and the queen, who re- 
proached her with the meannefs of her original, in 
compariion of the royal ftock of the Afmonzns 
from whom fhe was defcended. A 


‘This accufation, however, threw Herod into the 
utmoft cranfport of rage and jealouty, fo that it was 
with the greatett difficulty he could reftrain his paf- 
fion within the bounds of difcretion. However, on 
cool reficction, he took Mariamne afide, and clearly 
examined her refpecting her intimacy with Jofeph. 


Jofeph dif. 
covers the 
fecret. 


A falfe’ re- 
port about 
flerad’s 
death. | 


Te1ad ob- 
tains favour 
with Ans: 
thony, 


An accufa 
tionhrought 
againit Jo 
feph and 

Mariamne, 
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. the warmth of his affection prevailed:for her pre- de: 


‘bition, in fine, were fo infatiable, that. fhe attempted 


Boox Xe. 
She faid every thing in vindication of herfelf, thar 

ic might be fuppoted innocence could dictate, jn 
fitting, that, as tor any thing that might look crimi- Mow 
nal or difhonourable.in her conduct, the was ADE hess, 
only innocent-with regard to Joleph, but (exce ae 
himfelf) to, all mankind. The king, enamoured : 
with the charms of his wite, and overcome by the 
extremityof his paffion for her, relaxed, by degrees 
from the violent rage into which he had “been 
thrown, and not only abfolved her from all far 
picion of the crime that had been imputed to her 
but confeffed liimfelf perfectly convinced: that fhe 
had not given the leaft caufe of offence. He like. 
wife repeatedly intreated her pardon for that incon. 
fiderate hafte, which induced him to give credit to 
a report, by which fhe had been fo vilely traduced 
and, with tears and embraces,  befought her par. 
don for his indifcreet conduct. 
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Notwithftanding all this appearance, Mariamne 
had fome doubts of the reality of Herod’s regard 
for her;. butthe more fhe feemed, by herexpreffion 
and manner, to‘entertain this notion, the more an.’ 
xious was he to give her every teftimony he could 
of his fincerity. At length, however, fhe exclaim- 
ed, “ Truly, you give abundant proof of the ten- 
*© dernefs of your regard, as.a hufband, by order. 
‘* ing an innocent wife to’be put to death, in cafe 
** you fhould happen to die firft.”” She had no 
fooner uttered thefe words, than Herod broke from 
her arms in the utmoft rage, ‘and cried out, with all 
the fury of amadman, ‘“*:It:is now evident, beyond 
“ a doubt, that the purity of my wite has been cor- 
rupted by Jofeph; fornothing Jefs ‘than the con- 
© fidence arifing from fuch ‘an intimacy, could 
“* have induced him to give up fo importanta fe- 
*¢ ‘cret, which had been committed to his care with 
* fuch folemn injunctions not to reveal it.” 
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In the impetuofity of his paffion, Herod had al- 
moft determined to put Mariamne to death on the 
fpot; but, after fome violent {truggles on. his part, tats. 











fervation.. With regard ‘to Jofeph, however, he? 
gave inftant.orders for his being put to déath, even ¢: 
without fuffering him to fpeak a word in_ his own ise 
defence;'and direéted, Alexandra, whom he con- 
fidered as the caufe of all the. mifchief, to be com- 
mitted to clofe confinement. . Ts 


At this time great tumults prevailed’ in. Syria asm 
; : <f 
through means.of Cleopatra, who having abfolute; 
pe over. Anthony, was incefiantly perfuading a« 
nim to take the dominions from the feveral princes, 
and beftow them on herfelf. -Her avarice and am- 


to gratify them at all hazards. She difpatched, by 
poiion, her brother, ayouth about fifteen, to pre- 
vent his being king of Egypt. She prevailed on, 
Anthony to have her fifter Arfinoe taken off at. 
oe at her very devotion in ,the temple 
of Diana; fo-that neither temple, fepulchre, or 
fanctuaries, efcaped her, when there was money of 
{poil to be got by a facrilegious violation of them. 
In fine, the world would have been too fimall to gra- 
tify the ambition and avarice of this licentious wo- 
man, for which caufe it is no matter of wonder that 
the inftigated Anthony to take from others that 
which fhe coveted herfelf, and that fhe no fooner fet 
her foot in Syria with him, than fhe , formed pro- 
jeéts to gain poffeffion of it. By fuggefting that 
Lyfanias, the fon of Ptolemy, was a friend tothe 
Parthians, fhe caufed himto be put to death. She 
ebtained alfo from Anthony, Judea and Arabia, 
from the princes who had them in poffeffion. AM 
thony, indeed, was fo entirely at the command © 
this woman, that he may be faid to have been en: 
flaved by her, and fubjeéted to many inftances_o 
conduét that fullied and debafed his character. }° 
avoid more trouble and importunity, he gave he 
fome certain parts of both provinces, and all the 
cities from the river Eleutherus, to Egypt, except 
ing Tyre and Sidon, whi¢h have éwer been free; but 
this did not prevent heffrom harraffing Anthony 


with folicitations senpedetiig'them. . 
7 ¢ : CHAP, 
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CHAP. VY. 

and canon pecid 
~~ Lfered, who afterwards 1s dijpofed to put ber to 
et Gs by bis friends. He then con- 
Shes ber ot ber way to Egypt. She is loaded witb 
prejents by dutbony. 


Chepatica comes into Judea, 


HEN Cleopatra had_ obtained thefe acquifi- 
W tions, and accompanied Anthony, 10 his ex- 
pedition into Armenia, as far as the Euphrates, the 
returned, and took Apamia and Damaicus in her 
way to Juda, where fhe was honourably received, 


: I d with her for the revenue of 
by Herod, who treated wi Fe ger ices 


famous for balfam, 


which is che moft precious of all gums, and likewite 
for the faireit palm trees in the world. pon her 
arrival, fhe attempted to form an Incrigue with the 
king; nor did the affect fecrecy, but exhibited evi- 
dent and open tokens of paffion for him, though 
molt probably with a treacherous defign. Herod, 
who well knew her abandoned and diffolute cha- 
racter, was, in fome degree, fortified againit her; 
but when fhe made fuch advances as exceeded the 
bounds of decency, he determined to repulie her, 
and called a coniultation of his friends Upon it. 
‘Che quettion he put to them was, “ Whether it 
was not moft prudent to make fure of this bafe wo- 
man, now he had her in his power, as it would be 
both a fatisfaction to thofe the had abufed hereto- 
fore, and-a better fecurity from her abufe here- 
atter.” Heoblerved, that Anthony himfelf would 
derive an advantage from it, as fhe was the common 
enemy of mankind, and would prove falfe to him, 
if ever he fhould oppofe her will. 

Herod was abfolutely for taking her off, but 
thofe about him were no lefs pofitive againft ic, as 
a ching beneath the dignity of 2 prince. They 
therefore befought him not to think of acting fo 
rafhly, as Anthony would refent it, however con- 
ducive ic might be to his advantage. ‘They ob- 
ierved, thac the lotiog of his miltrefs, by force 
or Jecret practice, would but tend to enhance the 
value he had for her before, and irritate him to 
revenge. That with refpect to paltiating a violence 
upon the perton of a princefs of her iluitrious qua- 
licy, if would by no means be admitted, They re- 
pretented to him the tumult and confufion which 
would inevitably follow, both in the kingdom and 
the royal family, if he carried his propofal into exe- 
curion; and that he was juftifiable in rejecting the 
inordinate importunities of the woman, upon ever 
principle of reafon and found policy, hrough 
dint of argument, and the confidence repofed in 
Herod was brought over to an 
was diverted 
trom his defperate refolve; fo that, as an inftance 
tents on Cleopatra, and conducted her fome part 
of che way to Egypt. 


Anthony, having fubdued Armenia, fent Arta. 
bazes, the jon of ‘Ligranes, prifoner into Egypt, 
with the princes his fons, and prefented them to 
Cleopatra, together with the immenfe booty he had 
taken there.” Artaxias, the eldeft fon of Artaba- 
zes, who fled out of the country at thebresking out 
ofthe war, fucceeded his father; but was after. 
Wards driven out by Archelaus and the emperor 
Nero, who put Tigrines, the youngelt brother of 
ie family, mo his place, 


With refpeé to the revenue of the country, which 

nthony had given to Cleopatra, Herod made a 
Point of paying it moft punctually, being well af- 
lured that it was his intereft to keep Upon pacific 
Krins with her, “The Arabians, confidering that 
erod had the levying of the tax, made due pay- 
petty from time to time, at the proportion of two 
ugetread talenes : vive spat this did not long con- 

Me, LOU gradually fell off) ai}) 
feduced ta lets than one half, » tI) ac Jengeh it was 
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CHAP. VIL 

Herod makes svar upon, and conquers, the king of 
dvabia, But Athenion afterwards gives the "jews 
a total overthrow. 


the part of the king of Arabia, Herod held him- 
felf in readinefs to take revenge himfelf by a war; 
but was prevented by the civil broils of the Ro- 
mans. ‘Vhe battle ot Actium was now drawing on, 
which, it was apprehended, would put an end to 
the competition between Auguitus and Anthony 


ie confequence of this deficiency of payment on 


.for theempire. This fellourin the 287th olympiad. 


_. Herod having been row a long time, through 
favour of Anthony, maiter of a rich and populous 


‘country, railed a very powerful army, with which 


he immediately marched to the affiftance of his pa- 
fron: but Anthony, initead of accepting his fer- 
vices againit Augultus, appointed him co proceed 
againft the Arabians, whom he knew to be a falle 
and faithlefs people, and from whom he had réaion 
to expect fome danger. This appointment was ac- 
cording, to the counfel of Cleopatra, who had a 
project in defign, by jetting the Jews and Arabians 
at variance, 


In obedience to the direction of Anthony, Herod 
marched back- with liis army, and foon after fel] 
into Arabia, having under his command 4 very 
confiderable body ot horfé and foot. The Arabians, 
having received intelligence of Herod's motions 
were waiting to givé him battle near a place Calle 
Diofpolis. As toon as the two armies met, an en, 
gagement took place, which was, for fome time, 
maintained with great obitinacy of both fides, till 
at length victory declared in favour of the Jews, 
Great numbers of the Arabians being fain, and the 
reft pat to flight. 


Soon after this the: Arabians raifed another con. 
fiderable army, at a place called Cana, in Coelo. 
Syria, of which Herod having received authentic 
information, and being advited that they were Upon 
their march, advanced with the main body of hig 
troaps to that part of the country, intending there 
to encamp, and fortify himfelf, till he fhould have 
a favourable opportunity of attacking’ the enemy 
with a fair profpect of fuccefg. But the foldiers 
were jo clated with the confideration of their former 
victory, and fo well affured of the refolution, {tate, 
and condition of their army, that they befought He: 
rod not to fuffer time to be loft, but give the com. 
mand to fall on immediately. Nay, duch was their 
impatience, thac they were ready to break through 
all the bounds of dilcipline to obtain their defires, 


This uncommon ardour andalacrity of the troops, 
gave Herod fo much fatisfaétion, that he was de- 
termined to encourage their humour, and not to 
check that eagernefs of difpofition which hethought 
might moft probably leadon roviétory. He chere- 
fore immediately put himfelf at their head, prafped 
his fword, gave the word of command, and begun 
the ateack, telling them to follow his example. 
Hereupon they marched forward to the combat 
with fuch ardent retolution, that the Arabians were 
altonifhed at their courage before rhe encounter be- 
yan. For a little time, eed, 
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onlet, they gave way, and the greater pare fled in cit ine. 


the utmoft confufion. 


This rout would, in all probability, have ocea{ioh- 
ed the total deftruction of the Arabian army; A it 
not been for Athenion, Cleopatra's general in chat 
quarter, ‘This Athenion, who had Jong been an 
inveterate enemy to Herod, had been ina kind of 
neutrality, but with his men drawn up inorder, at- 
tending the iffue of the batue. Finding the Ara- 
bians worlted, and che Jews not only {pent and 
wearied out with aétion, but feemin ly carelets and 
fecure in the confidence of vidlory, Athenion, with 
a confiderable body of the natives, took the Jews 
off their guard, atracked then) by furprife,” dil- 
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ANTIQUITIES. 


difperfed them with much difficulty, purfued them 
through the woods, and other places of rugged paf- 
faze, and put great numbers to the fword. Upon 
the Arabians took courage, rallied, and 
renewed the aétion; and made fuch terrible Naugh- 
ter in the purfuit, that a very fmall party of this 
great body efcaped with life. 

After this melancholy iffue, Herod pofted away 
with all poffible {peed for relief, but, before he 
could bring it, the Jewifh camp was taken and pil- 
laged. This fatal cataftrophe was owing to a fud- 
den and unexpeéted furprize, through confidence 
and careleffnefs on the part of the Jews. Herod, in 
confequence of this difafter, was compelled to have 
recourie to the making depredations and incurfions 
upon the Arabians, 
and, by fmall advantages, gain fome compenfation 
for the capital defeat his army had futtained. But 
the time thus fpent was not abfolutely thrown aways 
for the troops were hereby kept in perpetual exer- 
eife, inftruéted in the duties of military difcipline, 
inured to hardfhips and fatigues, and, in fome de- 
gree, qualified to redeem their’ loft honours at a 
future period. 


CHAP. VI. 


‘A tremendous earthquake in Fudea. The Jewihe am- 
baffadors are put to death by the Arabians. 


Tit hope of Herod’s. being able to conquer 
his enemies, was greatly checked by a dread- 
ful earthquake, that happened in Judaea, in the fe- 
venth year of the reign of i 
the famous battle of Actium. 
digious numbers of cattle; and, by the falling 
the buildings in the feveral towns and villages, it 
was computed that not lefs than’ 10,000 people joft 
their lives: but the foldiers, who were in the open 
fields, efcaped with much fefs injury; for though 
moft of their tents were thrown down, yet little 
other damage took place, than fome being maimed, 
and the whole greatly frightened. is 

‘Though this providential calamity was fufficient- 
ly terrible in itfelf, yet it was greatly magnified by 
report; andthe Arabians, imagining the Jews to be 
utterly ruined, cherifhed the flattering idea, 
difficulty would attend their poffeffing themfelves 
of a province, which now had not a fu 
ber of inhabitants to fuitain‘a defence. 
in the height of their diftrefs, difpatched ambaffa- 
dors to the Arabians, humbly foliciting terms of ac- 
commodation, and that a peace might be eftablifh- 
ed between them. But the Arabians not only put 
the ambaffadors to death, but, in a fhort time af- 
ter, marched, with a powerful army, into Judea, 
in full confidence of making themlelves mafters 
of that country. ~ 

As foon as the Jews underftood that the Arabians 
had entered Judea, they were thrown into the ut- 
moft confternation. Their {pirits were greatly de- 
preffed, by the reflection of their late calamities; 
and they-defpaired of being able to make any refif- 
tance againft their enemies. The king feeing this, 
did all in his power to raife their fpirits; begged of 
them to difmifs their unfeafonable anxiety; and in- 
treated an exertion of as much courage as might be 
necefiary to prepare themfelves for their own de- 
fence. - Some of the more timorous fort of his peo- 
ple felt their misfortunes fo feverely, that, while 
the fenfe of them was recent in their minds, they 
could not be eafily prevailed on to attend to the ar- 
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ing brought them at length to a more tractable tem- 
per, in order ‘to encourage and fupport, addreffed 


them to the following effect: 


CHAP. VIII. : 


Itevod’s animating addrefs to the army infpires the 
Fews with courage, who totally vanguif the Ara~ 
hians. In their diftrefs, for want of water, they fie 
to Herod for protection. 


- 5 ( OU are not unacquainted, my fellow foldiers, 
ee BR rhat we have had, not long fince, many ac- 
“¢ cidents, that have puta ftop to what we intended 
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Jofing their own government of themfelves, and 


-us, and deprive us of what is our 


takes place among the bittereft enemies, but 
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fue JEWS. Boox Xy, 
to accomplifh; and itis probable thate ; 
that are moft diftinguithed for their oie ce 
hardly keep up their fpirits in fuch circumitan. 
ces. But fince we cannot avoid fighting, and 
nothing, that hath happened, is of fuch a nature. 

but it may, by yourfelves, be recovered into 4 
good ftate, and this by one brave action, I have 
propofed to myfelf, both to give you fome en- 
couragement, and, at the fame time, fome infor- 
mation. Both which parts of my defign will tend 
to chis point, that you may ftill retain your own 
proper fortitude. ‘I will, thén, in the firft place 

demonftrate to you, that this war is ajuitone on 
our fide; .and that on this account, it is a war of 
neceflity, and_occafioned by the injuttice of our 
adverfaries: for if you are once fatisfied of this 

it will be a realcaule of alacrity to you. After 
this, I will farther demonftrate, that the misfor- 
tunes we are under, are of no very. great confe- 
quence, and that we have the greateft reafon to 
hope for viétory. I fhall begin with the firtt, 
and appeal to yourfelves as witneffes to what i 
fay. You are not ignorant, certainly, of the 
wickedneis of the Arabians; which is to that de- 
gree, as to appear incredible to all other men, anc 
to include fomewhat that fhews the groffett bay- 
barity and ignoranceof God. The chief things 
wherein they have affronted us, have arifen from 
covetoutneis and envy; and they have attacked 
us in an. infidious manner. What occation is 
there for meto mention many initances of fuch 
their procedure? When they were in danger of 


of being flaves to Cleopatra, what others were’ 
they that freed them from that fear? It was the 
friendship Thad with Anthony, and his kind dif- 
pofition towards us, that hath been the occafion 
that even thefe Arabians have not been utterly 
undone;° Anthony being unwilling to undertake 
any thing which might be fufpected by us of un- 
kindnefs. But when he had a mind to beitow 
fome parts of each of our dominions on Cleopatra, 
Talfo managed that matter fo, that, by giving him 
pretats of my own, I might obtain a jecurity to 
oth nations; while I undertook myfelf to aniwer 
for the money, and_gave him two hundred ta- 
lents, and became furety for thofe two hundred 
more, which were impofed upon the land that 
was fubject to chistribute. This they-have de- 
frauded us of, although it was not reafonable 
that Jews fhould pay tribute to any man living, 
or allow part of their land to be taxable. But 
although that was to be, yet ought we not to pay 
tribute for thefe Arabians, whom we have'our- 
felves preferved. Nor is it ft that they, avho 
have profeffed, and that with great integrity an 
fenfe' of our kindnefs, that it is by our means 
that they keep their principality, fhould injure’ 
due; and this 
while we have been {till not their enemies, bur 
their friends: whereas obfervation of. covenants 


among friends is abfolutely neceffary. ‘This s 
not obferved among thefe men, who think ga! 
to be the beft of all things, letit be by.any_ Way 
whatfoever; and, that injuftice is no harm, if they 
may but get money by it. Is it, therefore, 4 quel- 
tion with you, whether the unjuft are to be pt- 
nifhed or not? when God himfelf hath declared his 
mind that fo it ought to be, and hath commanes 
that we ever fhould hate injuries and injuitice 
which is not only juft, but neceffary, in wars be- 
tween feveral nations. For thefe Arabians have 
done what both the Grecks and barbarians o¥)- 
to bean inftance of the grofleft wickednels, wit 
regard to our ambafladors, whom they have D& 
headed; while the Greeks declare that fuch aa- 
baffadors are facred and inviolable. As for out 
felves, we have learned, from God, the molt e 
cellent of our doétrines, and the molt holy Mo 
of our law, by miffionaries, or ambafladoss. of 
this name brings to mankind the knowledge 
God, and is fufficient to reconcile enemies se 
another. What wickednels, then, can be great) 
than the Naughter of ambaffadors, who CO 
treat about doing whatis right? and syhea pave - 
3 on 7 
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< have been their actions, how is it poffible they can 
either live fecurely in common lite; or be fuccefs- 
ful in war? In my opinion this is impoffible. 


But, perhaps, fome will fay, that what is holy, 
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but that the Arabians are either more coura- 
geous, or more numerous; than we are. Now 
as to this, in the firft place, itis not fit for us to 
fay fo; for with whoin is what is righteous, with 
them is God himfelf.. Now where God is, tere 
is both multitude and courage, , But to examine 
our circumftances a little: we were conquerors 
in the firft battle, and when we fought again, 
they were not able to oppofe us, but ran away, 
and could not endure our attacks, or our cou- 
rage. But when we had conquered them, then 
came Athenion, and made war againft us with- 
out declaring ic. And is this dn inftance of their 
manhood? or is not_a fecond inftance of their 
wickedne{s and treachery? Why aré we, there- 
fore, of Jefs courage on account of that which 
ought to infpire us with much ftronger hopes? 
And why are we terrified at thofe, who, when 
they fight upon the level, are continually beaten - 
and when they feem to be conquerors, they gain 
it by wickednefs? If we fuppofe that any one 
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not he be. excited by that very confideration to 
do his utmoft againft them? For true valour is 
not fhewn by fighting againft weak perfons, but 
in being able-to.overcome the moft hardy. But 
then, if the diftreffes we are ourfelves under, and 
the mifeties that have come by the earthquake, 
have affrighted any one; let him confider, in the 
firft place,. thac this very thing will deceive the 
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fallen us, is greater than it really is. Moreover, 
itis not right that the fame thing that emboldens 
them fhould difcourage us; for thefe men do not 
derive their alacrity from any innate virtue of 
their own, but.from their hope, as to us, that 
weare quite caft down byourmisfortunes. When 
we boldly march againft them, we fhall foon pull 
down their infolent conceit of themfelves, and 
fhall gain this by attacking them, that they will 
‘not be fo infolent when we_comeé to the battle. 
for our diftrefles are not fo great; nor is what 
hath happened _an indication of the anger of God 
againft us, as fome imagine; becaufeiuch things 
are accidental, and adverfities that come in the 
ufual courfe of things. If we allow that this was 
done by the will of God, we muft allow that it 
is now over by his will alfo, and that he is fatis- 
fied with what hath already happened: for had he 
been willing to aMict us {till more thereby, he had 
not fo foon put a ftop to our calamities. As for 
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“monitrated, that he is willing it fhould goon, 
and that he knows it to be a jutt war: for while 
fome of the people, in the country, have perifhed, 
all you, who were in arms, have fuffered nothing, 
but are al) preferved alive; whereby God makes 
it plain to us, that, if you had univerfally, with 
your children and wives, been in the army, it had 
come to pafs, that you had’ not undergone any 
thing that would -have much hurt.you. Con- 
ider thefe things; and what is more than all the 
reft, that you have God at all times for your 

rotector; and profecute thefe men with a juft 
bravery, who, in point of friendfhip, are unjuft, 
in their battles perfidious, towards ambaffadors 
impious, and always inferior to you in valour.” 


This fpeech had the defired effeét; the foldiers 
fhaking off al] defpondency, and refuming their na- 
tural courage and alacrity. Herod, having facri- 
ficed in form, marched away immediately towards 
the Arabians beyond the river Jordan. Between 
the two armies was a caftle, 
ing parties were equally defirous to get poffeffion. 

party. of Arabians attempted to gain the caftle; 
but the Jews, without much difficulty, repulfed 
them, and foon after took poffeffion of the hill. 
Werod daily arranged his men in order of battle, and 
took every poffible method to provoke the enemy 
‘oan engagement. In point of numbers, the Ara- 
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and what is righteous, is, indeed; on our fides. 


fhould deem them to be men of real courage, will’ 


Arabians, -by their fuppofal, that what hath be-. 


of which the contend-_ 


the war we are engaged in, he hath himfelf de- * 
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bians had the fuperiority,; but the Jews were by 
far the moft Courageous and intrepid. A general 
conitérnation appeared in the Arabian army, which 
fo animated the Jews, thar they pufhéd them to theit 


THE 


_ very trenches, where, for a time, they made a faint 


’ their looks and: aétions: 


‘ toler 


fhew of refiftante, while déefpair was evident from 
They maintained, how- 
ever, a kind of fight, partly as encourdged by their 
numbers, and partly as compelled by inevitable ne- 
ceflity; till ac lengch, after a long conteft; and 
muich bloodfhied, they were put toa total rout, and 
with fo terrible a Naughter, thar, betwixt thofe who 
fell by the enemy’s fwords and their own, and thofe 


‘that Were trodden to death in the crowd, there were 


miffiag 5000 of their number. ‘The reft’ made 
their way to their camp, but wich 4 miferable pro. 
{pect before them, being deftitute of all thé necef- 
faries of life; and, to add to their defperate condi- 
tion; they weré.fo blocked up by thé Jews, that 
there was no poffibility either Of relief or eféape. 


In this extremity they fent deputiés to Hérod; ré- 
quefting that he would either grant thém peacé; or 
free them from their prefent diftrefs for want of 
water. But he would admit neither of propofal 
or pequett, till at length theit thitft became {fo in- 

le, that, in the fpace of five days, no lefs 
than four or five thoufahd came out, and furrender-., 
ed themfelves prifoners, to avoid the infupportable 
calamity of a raging drought. On the Gth day all 
the reft made a fally, by confent; and attacked the 
befiegers, chufing rather a prefenttertainty of déath, 
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bians fend. 
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to Herod. 


than to perifh gradually and inglorioufly. Having A great, 


taken this refoltition, chey iffued out of their carp, 
but without either ftrength or fpirit to fuftain fo 
defperate an action; fo that, on the firft attack, 
there fell above 7000, by which the reft were taught 
that Herod was a fkilful commander; and being 
thus effectually humbled, chey fubmitted them- 
felves to the protection of ‘the conqueror. 


CHAP. IX: 


The bittle of ABtium. Hyrcanys put to death by He- 
rod, who répairs to Ceefar, and connnits bis goveru- 
ment to his brother Pheroras: 


HE. reduétion of the Arabians highly grati- 
fied the ambitiots Herod, who went back to 
Jerufalem-in full -poffeffion of his utmoft wifhes. 


‘But this funfhine of profperity was greatly eclipfed, Kajum, 


by his receiving intelligence of the defeat of An- 
thony, at Actium, by Auguftus; for botli friénds 
and foes were agitated at his fituation, as it was by 
no means probable that he,- who had fhewed fo 
much friendfhip for Anthony, fhould remain with- 
out punifhment. The former did not affeét to dil- 
guife their apprehenfion of his ruin; while the lat- 
ter, under a pretence of condoling with him, in- 
wardly rejoiced_at the pleafing proipect they had of 
achange in affairs. It occurred to Herod, that 
‘Hyrcanus, being the only furviving branch of the 
royal family, ic would be much for his intereft to 
have him taken off, whatever might be his own fate, 
with refpect to Caelar, fince, whether he efcaped his 
refentment, or fell under it, he thought it neceflary 
to remove his own fears,’ by cutting, him off from 
the fucceffion. While Herod. was tuminating on 
this horrid defign, the very family of Hyrcanus 
furnifhed him with an opportunity of executing his 
purpofes. Hyrcanus he knew to be of an eafy and 
indolent difpofition, averfe to bufinefs, and content 


-in every ftation of life. -But his daughter Alexan- 


dra, on the contrary, was of an afpiring, turbulent 
fpirit, and exceedingly anxious for achange in the 
government. Seeing her father carelefs and wncon- 
cerned at the degraded ftate of. their family, the re- 
prefented to him the difgrace of fuffering the indig- 
nities which Flerod daily put upon them,-and ad- 
vifed him to apply to Malchus, at that time fover- 
norof Arabia, requefting him, if there fhould be 
occafion, to receive him into his proteétion; adding, 
that, if Flerod fhould fall under the difpleafure of 
Ceefar, which might reafonably be expected, he 
could not fail of being reftored to his dignity, hav- 
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ing an indifputable right and title, and the good- || carried away prifoner among the Parthiang. After 

will ofthe people manifeftly on his fide. remaining teins time in HeaariOns he obtained 

. 4 uae 3 as is liberty, and returned home, flattering himtelf 
Hyreanusis = FLyrcanus at firft curned a deaf ear to the folicita- with great advantages from the friendthip of He. 


prevailledoan »7 yt Tat ok j ities ' a . . : 5 
tions of his daughter;. but her importunities' at rod. But in this hope he was fo difappointed, thee 


by Alexan- “7: A 

dratore. Jength prevailing, he wrote to the Arabian, and the laviercaulécbhim to aller aniencain: 

tire to Mal- committed the charge of the letter to one Dofitheus, Ey Femi advanced abe keer has ae expect, cea 

chug in whom he confidered as a confidential friénd to him- eh licious. eo ced Io 

Mabie tele. a} a fi Herod. The many of the malicious turns of fortune. He was 

eee oe fe fet qh Vetere Gehre hat M Tehas diftinguifhed by the candour and moderation of his 
Bern O) Oie: Cree Slee te. calc ones difpofition, as well as by his regard to ‘the laws of 
would fend him a party of horfemen to the lake AL eauitgs, Ele wisvemarkable: foc hie le ee 
phaltices, about three hundred.furlongs from Jeru- quity. 5 OF. 20VE Of eafe, | 

.  paHaltites, abou ce prude eave and generally entruited the adminiftration of j 

dalem. But he was greatly miftaken with refpeét 2 y : 3 ion of public. 
i ; go iesiben Magrg el i affairs to the care of others, from a conviétion, that 

Perfidy of CO the confidence he repofed, in Dofitheus, - ho he was himfelf il] calculated for the management of 
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itheus. ~choofing rather co form an intereft with the prefenc them. This eafinefs of difpofition laid teeprne: 


Vyrcanus is. 
put to death 


iftory of 
Eyreanus. 


king, no fooner received the letter, than he carried 
it to him. When Herod had read the contents, he 
made his acknowledgments to Dofitheus for his 
rood office, and requefted that he would feal the 
letter up again, carry it forward to Malchus, and 
receive his anfwer, as it would afford him the high- 
eft fatisfaction to know how, he would aét in fo in- 
terefting a bufinefs. : 

Dofitheus executed his commiffion with the ut- 
moft punctuality, and brought back the Arabian’s 
an{wer, which was to this effect: ** That he was 
* willing to give entertainment to Flyrcanus ‘and 
* his family; that if he chofe to bring with him 
* all thofe Jews who remained true to his intereft, 
© they fhould likewife be received in the moft hof- 
. pitable manner: that he was ready to fend a pro- . 
** per force to conduct them with fafery, and, in 
fine, heartily difpofed to afford Hyrcanus all poi- 
fible affiftance in any way he might require.” 


Herod, upon the receipt of this letter, fent for 
Flyrcanus, and demanded of him whether he held 
any correfpondence with Malchus. Hyrcanus an- 
{wered in the negative; upon which Herod pro- 
duced the letter, read it publicly, and ordered Hyr- 
canus to be putto death. This is according to the, 
account contained in the commentaries of king He- 
rod. Other hiflorians record, that he was put to 
death for a confpiracy, and not;for the crime that 
is here related. They write, that Herod and Hyr- 
canus, being once atan entertainment, the former, 
without any apparent fufpicion, afked the latter 
whether he had received any letter from Malchus? 
and when he anfwered in the affirmative, but that 
the contents were merely complimental, he was 
again afked if he had ever received any prefents 
from him? to which he alfo replied in the affirma- 
tive; but they were only four horfes for his recrea- 
tion. They add, that Herod charged thofe upon 
him.as crimes of corruption and treafon, and gave 
orders for his immediate execution. To demon- 


ean nnn 
« 


eon 
an 


_itrate that he had been guilcy of no offence, when 


he was brought to this end, they alledged the pecu- 
Nar complacency of his temper, which he ever main- 
tained from his earlieft youth; and thateven when 
he came to be king, he committed the management 
of the greateft part of the public affairs to Antipa- 
ter, the father of Herod; that he was now upwards 
of fourfcore years old, and knew that Herod’s go- 
vernment was in a fecureftate, and himfelf on the 
wrong fide of the Euphrates, having left his friends 
behind him, and all this in fubmiffion to Herod’s 
dominion.- From thefe confiderations they infer 
the incredibility of his attempting any enterprize, 
by way of innovation, and thence conclude that it 
‘was a plot of Herod’s contrivance. 

Thus ended the life of Hyrcanus, a life long and 
troublefome, and chequered with a vaft variety of 
fortune. He was advanced to the pontificate du- 
ring the reign of his mother Alexandra, and conti- 
nued to dilcharge the duties of it nine years, at the 
expiration of which his mother died, and he affum- 
ed the reins of government. He had not, however, 
bcen in poffeifion of the fovereignty above three 
months, when he was expelled by his brother Arif- 
tobulus. After this he was reftored ‘to his former 
ftation by Pompey, who put him in poffeffion of all 


his dignities, and, for the fpace_of forty years, he 


continued in the enjoyment of them; but was at 
Jength dethroned by Antigonus, fuffering the pains 
and difgrace of having his ears cut off, and being 


al foundation of the fortunes of ‘Antipater and 

erod ; yet, in the end, it fo happened, that-he fell 
a facrifice to that very goodnefs of temper which 
ought to have been his protection. 


Herod, having obviated all grounds of fear by 
the death of Hyrcanus, prepared to wait on Cefar; 
though he had no reafon to expect any favour trom 
him towards a man who had fo heartily efpoufed Hees 
the intereft of Anthony. He had a ftrong fufpi. ™*: 


. = ;. care of the 
cion of Alexandra; and not knowing what advan- povemre 


_ tage fhe might take of his abfence to occafion fome "bith. 


tumult, committed the.care of the government to!" 


his brother Pheroras; placed his mother Cyprig, 
with his fifter, and other rélatians, in the-caftle or 
Maffada; laying {trong injunctions on his brother, 
if any. misfortune fhould befal:him, to maintain his 
authority, and continuetheadminittration in hisown 
name. Fis wife Mariamne, and her mother Alex. 
andra, he fecured in the cattle of Alexandrion; as 
fuch animofity prevailed betwixt his wife, his mo- 
ther, and fitter, that_they could not poffibly live 
together in peace. He put the government of the 
fort into.the hands of two friends of approved truil, 
Jofeph. and Sohcmus, under pretext -of doing ho- 
nour to thole princeffes; but with private orders, 
if any violence was offered to his perfon by Czeiar, 
immediately to put them to death, and ufe their 
endeavours to fix his brother and tons fecure in the 
government... . ey 


CHAP. X, 


Herod addreffes Cafar, by whom he is confirmed in his 
government of Fudea. Magnificently entertains Ca- 
Ser at Ptolemais. 


HEROD, having given thefe directions refpecting 
what he would have done in his abfence, left 
Jerufalem, ‘and proceeded with all expedition to 
wait on Ceefar, who was at this time at Rhodes. 


rerat, 


-Upon his arrival, he immediately made application 


for being admitted to an audience of the emperor, 
which being granted, before he entered into his 
prefence, he laid afide his diadem, but remitted no- 
thing elfe of his ufual dignity. As doon as he came 
into the prefence of the emperor, without need- 
lefs apologies, as is common in fuch cafes, he frank: 
ly addrefied him in words to this purport: ' 


¢ [iluftrious Czefar, (faid he,) I waitnot upon yer 
** to difavow the fincerity of a friendship I have al gare feed 
‘* ways entertained for Anthony: and I muft.be free oC 
enough to declare, that, if it had been in my 
‘© powerto have made him mafter of the world, he 
‘* had not wanted that diftinguifhed ftation. Lac- 
* knowledge, great prince, that I am indebted to 
‘* Anthony for the regal. ftate I at: prefent enjoys 
** and had not my duty called me againit the Ara- 
** bians, I would have manifelted my gratitude b 
“© being perfonally with him in the laft battle. 
‘© did, however, my utmoft to ferve him, by tup- 
** plying him with foldiers, provifions, and money. - 
‘© Notwithftanding the unfortunate event at Ac- 
“cium, I fill entertain for Anthony the greate 
‘* warmth of friendfhip, and venerate him as 4 §¢~ 
‘* nerous patron. Though I could not attend es 
** in perfor, yet I gave him tuch advice, that, had 
“ he purfued it, would have been of the mo ms 
** terial advantage. iurged him to abandon ean 
“* patra; telling him that while his connection mt 
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jayne Gh one be- { 
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“ce 7 5 r 
at atime when you was : et 
“ J] fhall not, on that account, helitate to make 


known, and defend the fervices have done bits 
« and the perteét efteem I have ever had for i 
¢¢ Tf you will, fora moment, advert to his rank, 
“ and the friendfhip I bore him, without retrofpect 
« to the peculiarities of his fituation, I conceit 
* that you will feefo much of gratitude and goo 
« faith in my conduct, that you may think the ac- 
« ceptance of my friendfhip worthy your notices 
for the dignity of my character will fuffer no al- 
 teration, whether I vow this friendfhip to Caefar 
* or co Anthony.” 


Terod delivered this fpeech with fuch an air of 
magnanimity, and fuch grace of demeanour, that 
Auguitus, who poffeffed a natural benignity of 
mind, was not able to refit its power. Fie treated 
Herod with fingular initances of regard and eftcem, 
dire&ted him to re-affume his crown, and be the 
fame friend in future to himielf, that he had for- 
merly been to Anthony; giving him, alfo to un- 
derftand, that Capidius had made him fenfible of 
the good offices Elerod had done him in the affairs 
of the gladiators. When Hered had obtained fo 
kind a reception, and had, beyond all his hopes, 
been reinftated in his kingdom, more fecurely than 
ever, by adecree of the Roman fenate, upon Caelar’s 
immediate application, he could not bur be affected 
with a degree of tran{port, and take every oppor- 
tunity of teftifying the fenie he entertained of fuch 
liberal fanétion. Upon this confideration he at- 
tended Auguiftus into Egypt, treating himfelf, and 
his friends, upon the way, with a magnificence fuit- 
able to his dignity of character, and due acknow- 
Jedgment of obligation. V : 
emperor on the behalf of Alexander, a friend of 
Anthony, in order to obtain his pardon; but Au- 
guftus, having bound himfelf by folenin vow not 
to fpare him, his requeft could not be granted. 


The Jews who, on Herod’s departure, had given 
him up for loft, ‘were now fo aftonifhed at his re- 
turn with a greater degree of reputation and fplen- 
dour thanthac with which he had left chem, thatthey 
looked upon him as a perfon under the peculiar 
care of Providence, which turned to his advan- 
tage all thofe circumitances that appeared to lead 
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him only into difgrace and danger. 


nterains When. Caefar was upon his return from Egypt, 
fae Herod went out to meet him at Prolemais, where 
sae he treated him with moft fuperb magnificence, and 
amply fupplied_his whole army with neceffaries. 
Upon this occafion Czefar gave him every token of 
triendfhip and familiarity, infomuch, that they or- 
dinarily rode out together while their troops were 
muttering, Having a train of 3140 attendants, 
richly habited, and perfectly inftruéted in the du- 
ties of their office, ELerod appointed them ro wait 
on Cacfar and his friends in their paffage, and take 
care that neither himfelf, of his army, fhould 
want either wine or water, over the dry and barren 
defert, which gained him great reputation amongit 
the foldiers. Belides, he prefented Ceefar with five 
hundred talents; and gave fo univerfal a fatistac- 
tion, that they held him in the higheft veneration. 
Having thus. improved a fignal opportunity of de- 
Mewvires T™Onftrating his generofity to divers Romans, of 
rect popu. the firft rank, in their paffage out of Egypt, he ac- 
Srvaro.g Quired the cl i Anica 
Re ae character of one of the moft jutftrious- 
q princes upon earth. 
CHAP. XL 
Diftraticd ftate of Hered’s family. Deatbs of 
oy tip of Jo as family. Deaths of An- 
put to death, 
No, 41, 


Herod canfes Sobemus to be 
Pufillanimity wae Bese of Mlex- 


this, Herod became daily more 
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andra. Death and charabler of Mariamne. Herod 
zs inconfolable for the lofs of ber. A great pefiilence 


in Yerujalem. ~ Alexandra endeavours to poffefs ber 
Self of feveral frong fortrefjes in the neighbourhood 
of the capital. Is put to death by order of Herod. 
Cruelty of Herod to bis friends. “Herod rules with 
defpotic way. : . 


HE fatisfalion which Herod felt, in confe- 
quence of Iris very great fuccefs in his late ex- 
pedition, was greatly eclipfed by the difturbances 
he found among his own damily on his arrival at Je- Mariamne 
rufalem. Mariamne, his wile, as’ well as his mo- aus eke 
ther-inzlaw, had been very unhappy on account of wine 
the ficuation in which he left them at his departure, Merod., 
confidering themlelves rather as prifoners in the cal- 
tle of Alexandrion, than as bcing lodged there for 
the fecuricy of their perfons. Eis wite was {trong- 
ly pefleiied with an opinion, that, in the whole of 
his proieftions of regard to her, he had no farther 
view than the confulting of -his own convenience. 
But the circumftance fhe held moft heinous, was 
her hufband’s refolution not to fulfer her to furvive 
him in cafe of his death. Being apprehenfive that he 
might have left orders for the execution of his fan- 
vuimary purpofe both with Jofeph and Sohemus, 
the tried various means to difcover if her fulpicions 
were juflly founded. For foie time Schemus re- 
mained true to his truft; but on Mariamne’s treat- 
ing him with great complaifance, and prefenting 
him with feveral very valuable articles, be began to 
recede by degrees, and at lengthdifcovered the whole 
fecret with which Herod had entrufted him. Ma- 
riamne was fo fhocked with thefe conditional orders 
which Herod had repeatedly given refpecting her, 
that fhe conceived the greatclt antipathy againit 
him sand fuch wasthe horror and dread of her mind, 
at the chought of living with a man who could har- 
bour fuch a defign, that fhe made it the fubjeé&t of 
her daily prayer that he might never retarn to her 
alive; and, atafuture period, when fhe had ir not 
in her power to conceal her fentiments any longer, 
fhe acknowledged this circumftance in the moft 
open and explicic manner. 


_As foon as Herod returned from Caefar, he imme- 
diately repaired to Marianine, and delivered, to her 
the happy tidings of his fuccets, at the fame time 
embracing her with an apparent tendernefs of affec- 
tion. But while he was relating the circumftances 
of events which he thought would afford her the 
highelt fatisfaction, fhe looked about her with an 
air of the greateft indifference, without paying the 
Jeaft attention to what he faid. She was, in fact, 
entirely unreferved in her neglect; and being a wo- She treats 
man who prided herfelf in acting without difguife, Hered with 
took no pains to affume a look foreign from her indifference 
heart, but gave Herod the opportunity of reading 
in her countenance, that his good news and endear- 
ments gave her more pain than pleafure. 


Sohemus 
difcovers 
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upon Ma. 
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This apparent averfion in Mariamne tortured the : 
mind of Herod, who, partly through the indigna- 
tion he felt at finding his love rejected, and partly 
through his-confufion from the tranfports of his 
rage, was for a time almoft diftraéted. He faw no 
means of gratifying his love without offering yvio- 
lence to his refentment, and at the fame time dread- 
ed giving a fcope to his vengeance more than the 
oppofite extreme; for he felt a principle of felf-love 
in his breaft, which told him, that, fhould he 
take vengeance on his wife, the moft unhappy con- 
fequences would arife to himfelf, when future cx- 
perience fhould convince him, that life was not to 
be fupported without the endearments of her con- 
verfation. ae 


Herod ia 
much agita= 
ted thereby, 


The reftlefs anxiety of Herod’s mind leaving him 
in doubt how he fhould conduct himfel f with regard 
to Mariamne, his mother and fitter thought this a 
fit opportunity of increafing the difference between 
them, by doing all kinds of ill-offices, and propaga- 
ting every {pecies of calumny; that might tend to 
promote that hatred which had already taken pof- 
feffion of the breaft of Herod. In canfequence of 
and more difcon- 


Ppp tented 


‘ented in his mind, and behaved with a greater de- 
gree of feverity to his wife. On the‘contrary, 
‘Mariamne took not the leaft pains to difguife the 
dilcontent which rankled in her heart, fo that the 
. exceffive regard that Herod entertained for her, was, 
Auguflus by degrees, converted to the utmoft rancour and 
obiains the Katred; and it is probable fhe might have failen an 
government ¢ 2 a 2 
of Egypt. immediate facrifice to his refentment, had he not, 
jult at this junéture, received intelligence of the 
deaths of Anthony and Cleopatra, and that Egypt 
was then in the poffeffion of Caefar. Upon this in- 
formation Herod haftened away to Auguftus, leav- 
ing his family in the greateft diforder, and once 
amore committing Mariamne to the care of Sohe- 
mus, with acknowledgments for his care and 
fidelity, and the grant of a command in Judza, as 
a gratification. 


When Herod arrived in Egypt, he was received, 
by Ceefar, with the greateft kindnefs and refpect; 
and having, on his return, accompanied him to 
Antioch, he fo far ingratiated himfelf with the em- 
peror, that he put him in poffeffion of that part of 

Confersad- the country which Anthony had beftowed on Cleo- 
didonal fe Hotra, with the additional government of Gadara, 

Jippen, and Samaria; towards the fea of Gaza, 


| Alerod. 
Anthedon, Joppa, and.the Tower of Straton; 
which was no {mall acceffion to his royal ftate. 
But profperous as Herod was in his affairs abroad, 
on his return, he found, nothing but trouble and 
Mariamne VeXation at home. Mariamne {til] retained her re- 


reproaches. fentment for the cruel commiffion given to Sohe- 

Herod for mus; fo that when Herod offered her his careffes, 

the murder ee s 

files fhe not only rejected them with the utmoft averfion, 

grandfather but reproached him, in the bittereft terms, with the 

audbrother. deaths of her relations, which enraged Herod to 
fuch a degrce, that he could hardly forbear laying 
violent hands on her. This fit of rage, Salome, 
the fifter of Herod, and moft-implacable enemy of 
Mariamne, took the advantage of, and fent in the 
king’s cup-bearer, whom fhe had before fuborned 


for that purpoles, to accufe the queen of having 
tempted him to give him poifon, under pretence of 


adminiftering a love potion. Herod had heretofore 
met with fufficient caule of vexation, but the atto- 
nifhment with which he was ttruck at this informa- 
tion, drove him to the very verge of diftraction; fo 
that he ordered immediately the putting a particular 
confidant of Mariamne to the torture, taking it for 
granted fhe woulddo nothing that was material with- 
out his privity. Obedience was'paid to this order; 
but nothing could be extorted from him, till, in the 
Jaft extremity of his anguith, hedropped fome words, 
intimating, that the uneafinefs of Mariamne arofe 
from fomething that had been communicated to her 
by Sohemus.- “The fufferer had hardly pronounced 
thefe words, when Herod burft out into the moit 
paffionate exclamation, declaring, that ‘* Sohemus, 
** who had hitherto been fo loyal a fubjeét, and 
© approved himfelffo true a friend to his king and 
Schemus is °° country, never.could have betrayed a fecret of fo 
pucodeath 6© important a nature as that with which he had 
nandot °° been entrufted, but in the confidence of illegal 
Herod. ** formalities with Mariamne.”? He therefore gave 
immediate orders that Sohemus fhould be put to 
death; having done which, he direéted that his 
wife fhould be f{ummoned to take her trial before a 
court of juftice, and appointed for her judges, a 
number of perfons devoted to his will. 


When the day of her trial arrived, the charge ex- 
hibited againft her was, having conipired to poifon 
the king. Herod was more violent againft her, 
both by his words and actions, than was confiftent 

Marianne | with the conduét of any man in a court of juftice: 
ie ee and the judges, obferving the difpofition of theking, 
“followed his example; and Mariamne was_ pro- 
nounced guilty of the charge exhibited againft her. 

Gerod, however, as if he relented of his conduct, 
obferved, that it would be more prudent to fpare 

her life, and detain_her in prifon, than put her to 

death; which propofition was approved of, not only 

by the judges, but the greateft part of the aflembly. 

Te was at length over-ruled by Salome and her ad- 

herents, who were violent in their exclamations 

-for immediate juftice; and, in coniequence of what 
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- and inconfiderate reproaches which fhe caft upon, 


‘ftroying her own happinefs; for, by this kind of 
h 


Boox, XY, 


they urged, that arevolt would happen among. the 
people, if the queen’s life was fpared, Hero was 
prevailed on to agree to her execution, and a day ac. 
cordingly appointed for the tragical {cene. 


As foonas Alexandra found to what extremity the 
proceedings againft her daughter had been carried 
the had every reafon to apprehend that her own life 
was in danger. In order, therefore, to avoid the 
dreadful confequence, fhe defcended to-a condué 
that was altogether derogatory to the dignity of her Patiteas 
character. Fler fears, at this junCture, induced her nee 
to gofuch lengths, and fhe was fo defirous of nog hpocntyet 
being thought to have combined with her daughter, “= 
that the fought every opportunity oftraducing her, 
reprefenting her as the moft bafe and ungrateful 
of ‘women, and extolling the juftice of that fentence 
which had doomed her to death for confpiring the 
deftruétion of a hufband, to whofe tendernefs the 
lay under fuch unbounded obligations. 


Alexandra carried this hypocritical behaviour to 
fuch a degree, that fhe became univerfally detpifed 
as one who could condefcend to infult her daughter 
during the extremity of her misfortunes. But Ma- 
riamne, cven while fhe was condudting to the place 
of execution, paffed by all her mother’s unnatural 
behaviour, though her countenance teftified the 
fenfe fhe entertained of the fhameful part her mo- 
ther had a€ted. In fhort, fhe maintained her fpirits 
with the greateft degree of firmnefs and conftancy, 
not exhibiting, even by the change of her com. Meimy 
plexion, that fhe was in the leaft terrified at the fr» 
thought of approaching death. Ina word, fhe died “"” 
in the fame manner the lived,-a patron of courage;. 
difdaining fear, and proving herfelf capable of fut 
taining the moft fevere trials. 







Mariamne was a woman who would have been fu- ,, 

4 : er chara 
perior to all her fex, but that fhe had too great a te, 
mixture of pride and paffion in her difpofition. 
Her beauty was fo great, the graces of her perfon fo 
extraordinary, and the charms of her converfation 
fo fingular, as not fimply to render her fuperior to 
all other women, but fo much {0, as not to admit 
of any degree of comparifon. Now thefe fuper- 
eminent gifts and qualifications tended, in a great: 
degree, tothe advancement of her misfortunes, b 
occafioning the unhappy lite fhe led with her hul- 
band. He was enamoured of her.beyond all defcrip- 
tion: he neither oppofed her will, or denied her any 
thing, but permitted her to do what fhe pleafed, © 
and indulged her in every gratification fhe chofe. 
This, perhaps, might give rife to thofe frequent 


Herod, without reflecting that fhe was thereby de- 


conduét, fhe rendered herfelf obnoxious tothe mo- 
ther and fifter of: her hufband, and finally to him- 
felf, whofe affection fhe conceived to be fo exceffive, 
that it could not, by any circumftance whatever, 
be alienated, more efpecially to fuch a degree as 
to affect her life. - 


- After the death of Mariamne, the paffion which ie 
Herod had entertained for her in her life-time, dif- Wis 
played itfelf with redoubled violence. “When he jes. 
came to reflect upon, the fentence which’he had or- ests 
dered “to be carried into execution, he broke out™ 
into the ftrangeft and moft unmanly exclamations, 
frequently repeating the name of Mariamne, an 
faying, that her blood cried aloud for vengeance. 
The agonies of his mind increafed to fuch a degree, 
that he fought to diveft his melancholy by feating, 
company, and a variety of entertainments. - Butall 
thefe endeavours proved’ fruitlefs, and, inftead 0 
finding any relief, he grew. delirious, talked ina ° 
raving manner, and, while the fits of phrenzy were 
on him, would frequently call for Mariamne, an 
dire&t that fhe fhould be brought before him. | 


While Herod was inthis diftracted ftate, amoft anal 
dreadful plague broke out in Jerufalem, which! 
raged with fuch prodigious violence, that peopleo 
all ranks and degrees fell facrifices to its rigour, 40 
many thoufands were takén off ina very fhort a 
of time. This dreadful calamity was univerlal y 
confidered, by the people, as a juft judgment reek 

; ae 





fetandra 
LPs to 
tote 


a5 bods 


fag 
veda 


which 
is Nain 


D bore 
sto 
bends, 


AV: AON UP Poked vi 
quent on the murder of the unfortunate and inno- 
cont Marianine. 

Herod’s ditorder daily increafing on him, he with- 
drew toa folitary retreat, and had it Biven out that 
he was gone to take the exercile of hunting. Betore, 
vt, he had been Jong in this retreat, he was at- 


howeve tT 
tacked with a diforder much more violent than the 
former, and attended with uch a racking pain and 


inflamation in the head, thache was not mafter of 
his ownconduét. ‘Lhe prefcriptions applied for his 
“relict were found to do him more injury than fer- 
vice, fo that his cafe was confidered as_no other 
than hopelets. ‘The difficulties that arole in the at- 
tempt to conquer this dileafe, the peculiar firuation 
of che patient, and the impolfibility of relieving him 
jn the regular way, being contidered, the phyficians 
reflected that it would be in vain to interpote their 
advice any longer, and theretore lett him entirely 
ro his own management, and the event to Provi- 
dence only, directing that he might be gratified in 
every ching hedefired. This was at Samaria, now 
called Sebafte. 

The wretched fituation of Herod being made 
known to Alexandra, who was then at Jerufalem, 
atter refe€ling on the circun.{tance, fhe began to 
confider whether or not it might be poffible tor her 
to obtain poffeilion of the itrong tortreffes in the 
vicinity of the capital. She was particularly de- 
firous of becoming miftrefs of two above the reft; 
one of which ves Buiaeed in the city, and the other 
clote adjoining to the remple; being affurcd that the 
people nuit be altogether atthe mercy or the party 
who fhould be in poffeffion of theie two towers. 
For the Jews are fo attachied to their religion, that 
they will on no confideration difpente with their 
daily facrifices; and it muft have been at the option 
of whoever commanded thele turrets, whether they 
fhould have any facrifices or not. Alexandra, there- 
fore, purfuant to her defign, made application to the 
governors of thele refpective forts in words to this 
effect: “ I need notinform you of the very deplo- 
“¢ rable ftate of the king’s health; wherefore J in- 
© creat you that the two fortreffes may be given up 
* tothe poffeffion of the mother of the king’s wie, 
* and the children of Herod _and Mariamne, left. 
‘ jn cafe of his death, a different family fhould 
‘* fucceed to the throne; and evenif the king fhould 
‘ recover, the hands of his nearelt relations are 
“© thofe in which the government may with moft 
** fafety be trufted.” — 


The Governors, (oneof whom was named Achiab, 

and nephew to Herod,) partly from a fenfe of their 
duty, but chiefly from an enmity to Alexandra, re- 
fufed to acknowledge the force of her arguments 
fordelivering up the towers, telling her, it would ill 
become them to make a kind of prejudication of the 

. king’s life, for whom, during many years, they had 
entertained the moft perfect friendfhip and Joyalty,. 
Nofooner was theirconverfation ended, than Achiab 
repaired _to his uncle, and gave hima particular ac. 
count of the propofal made by Alexandra. Herod, 
who was by this time much recovered from his ill. 
nefs, was enraged to che higheft degree, and, with- 
out ae rnireing Alexandra into his prefence, or fuf- 
tering her to fay any thing in her own defence, fent 
immediate orders that fhe fhould be put to death. 


This fit of ficknefs, of which Herod recovered 
With the greatett difficulty, produced a very ftrange 
and fingular effect both in his body and mind, par- 
ticularly the latrer. Elis difpofition was totally al- 
tered, and he became fo extravagantly cruel and fe. 
tocious, that the leaft trifle ruffled his temper, in- 
Cted him to aéts of the greateft barbarity, and 
tither friends or foes were equally the objects of his 
vengeance. For inftance, Coftobarus, Lyfima- 
chus, Antipater, otherwife called Gadia, and Do- 
fitheus, were taken off upon various pretexts. 


Coftobarus was an Idumeean by birth, a man 
the firit rank, and defcended fem a family anole 
*nceftors had formerly officiated as priefts of Coze, 
deity they held in great vencration, till, in the days 
of Hyrcanus, they embraced che religion of the 
Jews,” Herod no fooner obtained the government, 
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than he gave this Coftobarus the command of Idu- 
mea and Gaza, with his daughter Salome to witc, 
whote hufband Jofeph he hiunielf had cauted to be 
lain. ‘Vhis promotion, fo much beyond the hope 
or pretence of Coilobarus, rendered him {fo haugh- 
ty and infolent, as co difpute the authority of his 
mafter; deeming ita condetcenfion unworthy of the 
Idumaans, to own themfelves the fubjects of the 
Jews, in confequence of embracing their ceremo- 
nies and worfhip. He therefore {ent deputies to 
Cleopatra, reminding her that Idumaa had been 
{till under the adminutration of her foretathefrs, and 
that fhe would do well to make application to An- 
thony tor the command, profeffing himielf, at the 
fame time, at her entiredevotions. He was not in- 
duced to purfue this meafure from any preference 
he gave to thegovernmentoft Cleopatra, but becauie 
he thought that, upon the diminution of Herod’s 
power, it would not be dificult for him to obtain 
tor himfelf the government of the Idumaans, as he 
had two probable grounds for expectation of fuc- 
cefs; the dignity of his birth, and the immenfe 
riches he had acquired through the gratification of 
a molt infatiable avarice. Cleopatra tried her in- 
fluence with Anthony, but without effet; and this 
delign coming to the knowledge of Herod, would 
have proved fatal to Coitobarus, had it not been for 
the interceffion of his.mother and fitter, by which 
means he obtained his pardon, though he was never 
afterwards exempt from fufpicion. 

Some time after a difagreement prevailed betwixt 
Coftobarus and Salome, who, in confequence, fent 
her hufband a bill of divorce, though directly, re- 
pugnant to the cuftom of the country, and a manifeft 
ufurpation of the privilege of the hufband, who has 
a legal right to difcharge the woman, and exclude 
her from her title to marry again without his con- 
fent. Such, however, was the power of Salome, 
that fhe was fuffered to follow not the law of her 
country, but the law of her authority, alledging, 
that fhe loved her-brother and fovereign more du 
than fhe did her hufband, with whom fhe parte 
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from an affurance, that he, in conjunétion with Ly- having pre- 
fimachus, Antipater, and Dofitheus, was forming a eee ane 
foes of Hew 


confpiracy againit him. As an evidence of what 


fhe advanced, fhe'cited an inftance of his kindnefs rod, 


to the fons of Babas, whom he had now kept twelve 
years under his protection. When Herod, upon an 
enquiry, difcovered the truth of this allegation, it 
imprefied him in an extraordinary manner; for he 
had long formed a refolution of having them taken 
off as known enemies to his intereft, but incidents 
occurred that diverted him from his purpofe. The 
antipathy arofe from the following caufe. 

“When Herod was before Jerufalem, in the time 
of Antigonus, the befieged were fo diftreffed by the 
miferies of famine, and the toils of the fiege, that 
the afentcr part were for opening the gates, and let- 
ting Herod into the town. The fons of Babas, who 
were dignified by birth, and had acquired great po- 
pularity, as friends to Antigonus, contended for 
perfevering to act on the defenfive, and maintaining 
the governmentin the royal line. Upon the taking 
of the city, Herod gave charge to Coftobarus to 
keep ftriét watch upon the avenues of the city, 
nor fuffer any of the party inimical to his intereft to 
efcape. Coftobarus, fenfible of the efteem in which 
they were held by the multitude, and fuppofing that 
their prefervation might conduce to his intereft, in 
cafe of a change in the adminiftration of affairs, 
caufed them to be fecretly conveyed to a place o 
Herod fufpeéted the matter at the inftant 
and put him to the queftion, but the other affure 
him, upon oath, that he knew not what was become 
of them. A proclamation was then poblins and 
other means followed, to detect the offence the king 
had received in the difobedience of his orders, but 
without any eficét; for, after the firft denial, there 
was no retracting, but at the moft imminent dan- 
ger of life. : 

At length the whole plan was laid open by Sa- 
lome, and, the king having ordered the moft dili- 

fearch to be made for the principal and accom- 
plices, they were found, and all cut to pieces; fo 
that che whole race of Hyrcanus was extir ae 
cro 
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Herod had no fooner eftablifhed ‘an abfolute 
power, than he gradually departed from the ancient 
conititution and laws: of his country, by the intro- 
‘duétion of foreign inventions and innovations. He 
appointed games to be celebrated, every firth year, 
in honour of Auguftus, and, for that purpole, erec- 
ted a theatre in Jerufalem. He alfo built a tlately 
amphitheatre without the walls of the city; and thele 
fabrics were wonderfully magnificent, and attended 
with an enormous expence. But thefe edifices were 
oppofite to the Jewifh laws and cuftoms, which give 
no fanétion to the exhibition of games and public 
fpeétacles. To add to the magnificence and extent 
of thefe entertainments, Herod caufed them to be 


proclaimed far and near, with large promifes of re- , 


ward to fuch as fhould excel in the different perfor- 
mances. By thefe means he brought in competitors, | 
in the various kinds of exercile, from all quarters, 
and the greareft adepts in the feveral profeffions ; not 
only wreftlers, but muficians, vocal and inftrumen- 
tal, horfe racers, charioteers, &c. In fine, it was his 
peculiar care that nothing might be wanting to con- 
tribute to the pleafure, ornament, and curiofity of 
the main defign. He imitated whatever was fuperb 
Herod ex- and fumptuous in other nations, from an ambition 
hibits mug: of Piving public demonttration of his grandeur. In- 


nificent oe * : Sind . iy ees i 
fnedaciesto {criptions of the great actions of Ceelar, and trophies 


the people. of thofe nations he had conquered, made of the pu- 
reft gold and filver, encompafied the theatre itlelf. 

> To diverfify the entertainment, he previded dions, 
tigers, and fuch other wild beatts-as were extraordi- 
nary either for ferocity, vigour, agility, or any qua-. 
lity of a fingular nature. ‘Some of thefe beafts of 
prey were turned loofe upon eachother, while others 
were fele€ted to encounter condemned criminals. 


Foreigners: were greatly furprifed and delighted 

‘with thefe fpectacles; but to real Jews, they ap- 

peared no‘ other than gewgaws, introduced to the 

diffolution of thofe ancient cuftoms they held in the 

highett veneration: for what can be more horrid 

than to take pleafure in the brutal practice of facri- 

‘ ‘ficing men to beatts, and {pilling human blood in 

ee eee tportand derifion? Befides, they deemed it the molt 

The Jews. e@regious folly, as well as impicty, to change good 

old cuftoms for frivolous new ones. But, above all, 

the Jews were moft dilgufted with, the trophies, 

which they imagined to_ be images of.men covered 

with armour, ‘and coniequently totally repugnant 

to the infticutions of their country. 2 ley difcover- 

ed their averfion to thefe trophies in fuch animated 

terms, that Lferod chofe rather co overcome their 

prejudices by mild than rigorous means; but all 

the allurements he could throw out had no effect ; 

for they unanimoufly exclaimed againft the iniquity 

of his proceeding, declaring they could fubmit to 

any ‘thing except the introduction of images (mean- 

the trophies) into the city, which was abfolutely 
-contradictory to the laws of their country. 


Herod, finding their difgutt prevail more and 
‘more, and that they were not to be pacified, either 
by the force of authority or perfuafion, took fome 
of eminent rank to the theatre, fhewed them the 
trophies, atked their opinion of them, and what they 
took them -to be. Upon their exclaiming they were 
the images of men, Herod gave orders that they 
fhould be {tripped of theoutward ornaments, and ex- 
‘pofed as naked {tumps of wood, which turned their 
dufpicion into ridicule, becaufe they had ever be- 
fore held the ornaments of images in contempt and 
-derifion. ; 


Though Herod, by thefe means, amufed the mul- 
titude, and allayed the vehemence of their indigna- 
tion, there were many who perfifted in their abhor- 
rence of theintroduction of foreign cuftoms, efteem- 
ing a violation of the laws of their country as like- 
ly to be the origin of very great mifchict. For this 
caufe they held it their duty, at the hazard of their 
lives, to affert thefe laws againft the infringements 
of Herod, who, under the fanétion of royal autho- 

Tencitizens “ity, would aét the part of an enemy, in thus im- 


confpire poling on their confciences and liberties. 
againit Fle. . 3 a 
rod, The people were at length fo inflamed with this 


innovation, that ten citizens entered into a conf{pi- 
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racy againft the perfon of the king, in.-defiance of 
all danger that might attend theenterprize, Hay 
ing preconcerted the matter, they concealed dag. 
gers, under their garments, ready for the execution 
of their refolve. “Chey then went, by common con 
fent, to the theatre, with full refolution to ftab the 
king; and, in cafe of difappointment, with refpet 
to himfelf, of making fuch havock amoneft his ar. 
tendants, that their example would render him odi- 
ous; and that this inftance of their bravery, in the 
vindication of their religion and difcipline, would 
_ bean incitement to others to follow their fteps, 

As Herod was juft entering the theatre, one of TH 
his {pies, who had found out the whole affair, dit: @ 
covered it to him; whereupon, being confcious to 
himfelf ot the odium he lay under, he retired to 
his palace, and jent for the confpirators every man 
by name. Being now, as it were, furprifed in the 
fact, and bereft of any probable means of efcaping. 
they fuftained the fhock with undaunted refolution, F* 
confefling and juftifying the chargeexhibited acaingt & 
them, atthe fame time that they produced the very 
daggers with which they were to have done the exe. 
cution, alledging, “‘ that they were not engaged in 
any criminal combination to gratify any paffion or 
intereft, but ina folemn league, tor the commen 
good, and the detence of their laws, which the Jews 
in Stneral, were bound to maintain with their lives.” 
‘Adter this frank and fpirited declaration, they were T2 
led away to execution by the king’s guards, and &"4 
underweat, with refignation, all the exquilfite tor- 
ments that were inflicted on them, till death came 
‘to their relict, Nor was it long before the fpy, who 
had difcovered them, was feized on by fome of the 
people, rrom the detcftation in whichthey heldhim, verses 
by whom he was not only flain, but pulled co pieces thax 
limb from limb, and-thrown to the dogs, and that im 
in the prefence of numerous f{pectators. Yer not 
one man concerned in this matter was detected for 
a confiderable time, till, upon Herod’s making 
{trict fearch tor them, and chrearening che feverctt 
tortures, certain women, confefied what they had 
teen done, upon which the authors, agents, and 
theif whole tamilies, were deftroyed for this rath 
‘attempt. The multitude, however, ftood firm in 
the vindication of théir Jaws and cuftems ; fo that 
Herod, apprehenfive’of the danger of this mutinous 
difpofition, determined to take effectual means, in 
due time, for the prevention of a revolt. 

Having, therefore, two forts in the city, the one |, 
at his palace, and the other (Antonia) which ferv- i 
ed for a guard to the temple, he fortified Samaria ta. 
(otherwife called Sebafte) for a third, which ferved 
to keep the whole country in obedience.” Ie was 
about a day’s journey from Jerufalem, andcom- 
modioufly fituated for quelling broils in the city. 
There was alfo another {trong hold that lay oppor- 
tune for his purpofe, formerly known by the name 
of Straton’s ‘ower, but, by Herod, called Caefarea. 
He builta caftle alfo in the great plain, round about 
which he placed a feleét body of:horfe. Thefe for- 
tifications were fo advantageoufly fituated up and 
down the country, that it was impoffible for the 
people to enter into any plot or practice againtt the 
ftate, as they were ready, upon any occafion, either 
to obviate fédition or cruth it. He made it his firlt 
bufinefs to fettle affairs in Samaria, as a place natu- 
rally ftrong and fit for his purpofe. -To this end he 
drew a great body of troops into the city, both fo- 
reign and domeftic, partly for the fecurity of the 
temple which he propofed to build there, and partly 
for the reputation of the work, but principally for 
his own fafety, which, under the pretext of magn: 
ficence, was abundantly provided for. He chang 
the name of the town of Samaria to that of Sebalte, 
and divided it among{t the inhabitants of the coun 
try aboutit, by which means, the lands being frutt- 
ful about it, they foon became rich and eafy. 4 
furrounded the city with a ftrong wall, and enlarge 
icin fuch a proportion, as to render tt not interior 
to the moft famous cities. 1t was five and eee 
furlongs in circumference, and a furlong and a 
half in the middle, which he referved for a t™ 
ple, and accordingly ereéted one, that, for 
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and magnificence, was not inferior to any fal 
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Ina word, he made fuch daily improve- 
ments in che city, as not only conduced to his own 
perfonal fecurity, but tran{mitted to poftericy mo- 
numents of the glory of his reign. 
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nities in Fuad. 7 ‘od in 
weadful calamities in Fudea. Prudence of Herod 
ie provifions for the inbabitants.” He builds 


2 caftle, cities, and temples. 


N the.thirteenth year of the reign of Herod, very 
great calamities fell upon Judaa,; whether from 


Be ules, fuc- the cfects of Divine vengeance, or, according to 


me ceeded by a 
Re sitilence. 


Brlerod ite. ‘ i ~ . : 
Bites means With himfelf on the means of procuring, fome relief, 


et nifing a which 
popply of 
Berovifions, 


Phrsins 
ein people, he 
Bremer or QLtnt for the exportation of corn; and gave 


ernar oO! 
t, 


ean Who were to reap the benefit of it, 
itable 


the fup. 


natural caules, we fhall not undertake to determine. 
The firft inftance of diftrefs was a long continued 
‘drought, which rendered the foil fo barren, as to- 
tally to obitruét vegetation. The want of food, as 
well as unavoidable change of diet, through a 
dearth of corn, brought on innumerable difeafes, 
which terminated in a peftilence; and, to aggravate 
fo dire a calamity, the fick were almoft abandoned, 
and left without remedy, or any means of con{ola- 
tion. So univerfal was the mortality, that each in- 
dividual was in hourly expectation of diffolution. 
The laft year’s ftores being expended, and no hopes 
of fupply remaining, the cate was defperate; and 
pining want ftared them in the face, and feemed to 
threaten a total extirpation of theirrace. ‘The mi- 
feries of the firft year followed them in the fecond, 
as what feed they had fown perifhed from the fame 
caule as the former, anextremity almoft productive 
of the madnefs of defpair. 


Nor was the king by any means free from general 
diftrefs: his revenue, large as it might have been, 
was not at this time adequate to his maintenance, 
his tributes being funk, and his funded ftock ex: 
pended on buildings and fortifications, As an ag- 
gravation of his private diftrefs, abitracted from the 
popblat calamity, he was fubject to calumny, as 
having, in many inftances of his late conduct, been 
fuppoled to have caufed the infliction of fuch fevere 
judgments. ‘ 

In this deplorable fituation Herod deliberated 


at firft, appeared a matter of infurmount- 
able difficulty. His neighbours were in the fame 
condition with himfelf, fo that no fupply could be 
expected from them: nay, could they even have 
furnifhed him, his finances were fo reduced, that he 
had it notin his power to defray the expence. 


Determined, however, to perfevere in his endea- 
vours to affilt his people in the very extremity of 
their defpair, as the lait and only refource, he melt- 
ed down all his. plate, both filver and gold, ufeful 
and ornamental, reduced the whole mafs into one 
aggregate fum, and fent it away into Egypt, where 
Petronius at that time governed under a commiffion 
from Ceefar. Petronius had been harraffed by peo- 
ple from different quarters, who, urged by the moft 
pisfing neceffity, had moft importunately folicited 
his aid and affiftance; but, froma particular regard 
to Herod, and an anxiety for the prefervation of his 
ave him, in preference to all peter a 

Im 
all poffible affiftance, both in the purchafe and con- 
veyance. By procuring this very feafonable relief, 
he not only obviated the ill opinion the people had 
entertained of him, but enhanced himfelf in their 


rofity, and humanity. 


Fiis firft care, on the receipt of this f{uccour, was 
to make an equal and impartial diftribution of it, 
in proportion to the number and condition of thofe 
Thofe who, by 


abl ean of age, or any infirmity, could neither fetch 
mion Cheir corn, or prepare it for food, were fupplied 


with fuch as was ready for immediate ufe He alfo 
took care that they fhould be provided amply, not 
only with food, but alfo raiment, to fecure then 
pom a inclemency of the feafon; as they had 
a nes eftitute of wool for clothing, as of corn 
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elteem, as a prince of confummate wifdom, gene-. 


_ duéts, whic 
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When he had competently provided for his own 
people, he took under confideration the neceflities 
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Sends affitt. 


of his neighbours, and furnifhed the Syrians with a snce to the 
quantity of grain-ieed for the enfuing feafon. ‘This Syrians. 


act of benevolence turned greatly to his own advan- 
tage; for the fupply of feed arriving at the critical 
time of fowing, yielded fo prodigious an increate of 
the following crop, that he fent.50,cco men, whom 
he had preferved from famine, to help them in with 
their harveit. By this means he repaired the affiict- 
ed itate of his own country, and afforded affiftance 
to his neighbours, who laboured under the fame 
calamities: for none applied to him in vain, whether 
ftrangers, foldiers, citizens, rich, or poor; info-. 
much that it appeared, upon a computation, that 
the number of cori of wheat, of ten attic medimni 
each, which were diftributed amongit foreigners, 
amounted to 10,000; and the number diftributed 
in his own kingdom, to above fouricore thoufand. 


This feafonable and effectual interpofition of the Acquires 
king had fo prevailing an influence upon the Jews, sniverfat 


as entirely to wipe off that ftigma he had affixed to 
his charaéter, by encroachments on thcir laws and 
difcipline, having, in their eftimation, amply atoned 
for his former mifconduét. Nor was his character 
lefs refpeétable abroad than at home, fince, from his 


‘compaffionate regard and humanity towards ftran- 


gers, they formed a judgment of his principles that 
did him the higheft honour, ds it was the total re- 
wverfe of what they had held before. 


About this time he fent Auguftus 500 chofen 
men out of his own guards, as auxiliaries, which 
ferved under Elius Gallus, in the Arabian war, 
with much honour. The ftate of Juda being 
now compofed, and affairs in a flourifhing condi- 
‘tion, Herod took into contemplation the erecting 
a fuperb and extenfive palace in the upper part of 4, 


fame. 


Herod 


wilds & 


Jerufalem, with apartments elegantly fitted up, for magnificent 
the reception of numerous seers decora- Palaces 


ted with ornaments of gold and marble, of exqui- 
fite workmanship, and in{cribed to the feveral great 
perfonages to whom he wifhed to pay honour, juch 
as Ceefar, Agrippa, &c.' 
While he was intent on this undertaking, he be- 
came difpofed to take another wife, from the fol- 
lowing occafion. ‘There was one Simon, a citizen 
of Jerufalem, the fon of Boethus, an Alexandrian, 
and a prince of great eminence in his country. This 
Simon had a daughter of fuch exquifite beaury as 


‘to acquire an univerfal fame. Herod, upon the fight 


of her, become enamoured; but, determined to 
make no tyrannical ufe of his authority, made pro- 
pofal of an honourable marriage, It was, indeed 
an alliance beneath his dignity, though, in his opi 
nion, too eftimable to be rejected. ‘o ballance, 
therefore, the inequality in fome degree, by aug- p 
menting the honour of the family, and therefore 


P 


2 Herod deo 


ofes Jefus 


from the 


ontificate, 


advances Sie 
mon, and 
marries ‘his 


efus, the fon of Phabes, from the pontificate, con- daughter. 


Fete himy for the propofed alliance, he depofed 
ferred the dignity on Simon, and then married his 
daughter. 


‘When the nuptial ceremonies were folemnized, 
Herod erected a ftately caftle upon the fpot where 


he formerly defeated the Jews in the war he had Builds the 


with Antigonus. 
longs diftant from Jerufalem, and fo ftrong by na- 
ture, as to be capable of being rendered impreg- 
nable. The hillrifes ina gradual afcent, as if arti- 
ficial: the figure of it is round, and the caftle en- 
compaffed with feveral towers, and 200 ftone fteps 
up toit. The apartments are ftately and magnifi- 
cent, and the whole ftructure firm and elegant, * 
Atthe bottom of the mount are feveral buildings 
worthy of af peseand particularly the famous aque- 

» With infinite labour and ‘expence, 


were brought thither from a vaft diftance. The 


.plain about the city is covered’ with edifices, to 


the proportion of a confiderable city, having the 
hill above it, in the formof a caftle. ‘ 


Herod having 
general, fu ppofed 
commotions and tumults. He kept his people in 
due ar a partly by awe-and fear, and partly 

* Q4qagq through 


This citadel is about fixty fur- cattle called 
- Heredium, 


o 
< 


now fucceeded in his defigns im yy,,a,a:8, 
himfelf totally free from future pofition, 


2.4.6 


Herod 


builds Ciee 


farea, 
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through atrachment and intereft, for he was a 
prince of moft inficxible feverity in the punifhment, 
of delinquents, as he was of moft unbounded libe- 
rality in promoting the public good. Ide maintain- 
ed fuch a guard upon himlelf, and kept every thing 
in fuch a pofture of defence, as to render it apparent 
that the prince and people muft ftand or fall to- 
gether. He deported himfelf with affability to all 
around him, and, upon occafions, exhibited in- 
ftances of munificence worthy of an emperor. By 
thefe means he acquired a gencral efteem, that great- 
ly facilitated the accomplifhment of his defigns. 


But the ambitious affectation of conciliating the 
favour of Auguitus, and the molt powerful men of 
Rome, induced him to {werve, by degrees, from the 

-cultoms and difcipline of our forefathers, in the 
erecting of cities and temples to the honour of his 
patrons. This was not done in Juda ittelf; for the 
Jews would not have fuffercd it; as we are forbid- 
den to pay any honour to images after the manner of 
the Greeks: fo that he built thefe cities only upon 
the borders of the province, and not within the ju- 
rildidtion of it; offering, as an apology, that he was 
not incited to thefe a¢ts by his own inclination, 
but purely from a motive of obedience to the high- 
er powers, and particular Cafar and the Roman 
fkate. Whatever defire he might have of fecuring 
the favour and protection of thofe potentates of the 
earth, his main view feems to have been direéted 
to the promotion of his own intereft, and the grati- 
fication of his ambition, in’ perpetuating his name 
by thefe memorials of his magnificence and liberality. 


CH AP.. XIII. 


Herod creéts divers fpacious and elegant edifices. Sends 
Lisfons Ariftobulus and Alexander to Rome, where 
they are honoured by clugufius Cafar, who, 12 divers 
- inflauces, difplays bis bounty to Herod. 


EROD, obferving a certain place near the fea- 
fide, formerly called Straton’s Tower, which 
he confidered as_a’ very commodious fpot to raife a 
city upon, drew his model, employed artificers, and 
compleated his defign. The buildings were, in 
general, of marble; but the mafter-piece was the 
harbour, equal in fize to the Pyraeum at Athens, 
replete with all conveniencies, and a fecure {tation 
for fhipping, againft all winds and weathers. ‘T"he 
work was the more remarkable, becaule all the 
materials were conveyed from a great diftance at an 
chormious expence. 


This city is fituate in Phoenicia, in the paffage, 
by fea, into Egypt, between Joppa and Dora, two 
miferable fea-ports, where vefiels cannot ride at 
anchor with the wind at fouth-weft, as it beats fo 
furioufly upon the fhore, that merchant-men are 


Model of a frequently obliged to keep out at fea, left they 


mole, 


fhould be run aground. ‘To rectify this inconve- 
nience, Hlerod ordered a mole to be-made in the 
form of an half moon, and large enough for fhips 
of war to ridein. He direéted alfo vait {tones to 
be let down there in twenty fathom of water. Thefe 
ftones were fifty feet in length, not lefs than eigh- 
teen in breadth, and nine in depth; fome greater, 
and fome lefs, than thofe dimenfions. 


This mole was two hundred feet in extent; the 


balf of which was oppofed to the current of the 
waves; the other half ferved for the foundation of 


a {tone wall, fortified with turrets, the largeft of | 


which was called Drufus, from Drufus, the jon-in- 
law of Auguitus Crefar, who died in infancy. There 


The ‘Tower Were feveral arched vaults, in which the mariners 


ot Drufts. dwelt occafionally. 


There was likewife a quay or 
landing place, with a large walk upon it round the 
harbour, acconimodated to the purpofe of healthful 
exerciie and recreation. The port opens to the 
northward, which is the clearéft quarter of the wind. 
On the left fide of the entrance there was a turret 
erected upon a large platform, with afloping bank 
to fhoot off che walhing of the fea; and on the right 


- ‘di{charged themfelves into the fea. 


or THE 
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hand were two {tone pillars‘oppofite to the tow, 
oe f ; . 
both of an height. The edifices.about the harbou: 
compofed 


were erected, upon an uniform plan, and 
Upon an 


of the moft excellent kind of marble. 
elevation in the middle ftood a temple dedicated to 
Czefar, which_was of great ufe to mariners as a 
land-mark. ‘There were in the temple two ftatues 
or images, one of which was that of Czfar, and 
hence the city took the name of Czfarea, which 
was no lefs celebrated for the materials than the 
workmanfhip.. Nay, the fubterranean vaults and * 
cellars were finifhed fpecimens of archite¢cture, as cn 3 
well as the buildings above ground. They were Gee 
laid at equal diftances one from the other, and {fo oe 
{ . Herod built 

alfo a ftone theatre; and, upon the fouth fide of the 
harbour, an amphitheatre, with a commanding pro- 

fpeét of the fea. - This work was brought to per- 
fe€tion, at immenfe labour and expence, in the 
{pace of twelve years. 


When Herod had finifhed his defign with refpet 
tothe cities of Sebafte and Cazfarea, he difpatched 








-his two fons, Alexander and Ariftobulus, to Rome, tedtey 
‘to pay their refpects to Ceefar.- Pallio, who was stots 


Herod’s particular friend, provided them with ac- **** 
commodation; though Auguftus had given pofi- 
tive orders, for their being. entertained in his own 
palace. He received them with the greateft cordia- 
lity; and, after the additional bounty of conferring 
upon Herod the three provinces of ‘Trachon, Ba- 
tanea, and Auranitis, gave him his choice which of 

his fons he would appoint to fucceed him in the 
kingdom of Judza. This particular favour arofe 
from the following caufe. 


One Zenodorus had taken upon him to farm the 
lands of Lyfanias, and not contenting himfelf with 
the lawful advantage of the agreement, became part- 
ner with the free-booters in Trachon, a fet of men 
who live upon the fpoil they take from the people of 
Damafcus. Thofe of the country who were great 
fufferers, applied themfelves to Varro, who.was at 
that time governor of the province, :for a letter to 
Ceefar, complaining againft Zenodorus. , Ceefar 
was fo averfe to their mal-practices,- that, in his an- 
{wer, herecommended them to deftroy thofe nefts of 
robbers, and commit the command of the province 
to Herod, to keep thé Trachonites in order.for the 
future. It was very difficult to reftrain them, as 
they had been long accuftomed to this mode of pil- 
laging ; nor had they towns, houfes, or poffeffions, 
but lived, like brutes, indens and caves. Theen- 
trance into their hiding places was fo narrow, that 
no more than one perion could pafg at a time; but 
the receptacle was large beyond imagination, and 
the roof plainand flat. They are, in fine, a people 
of fo rapacious a difpofition, that, when they have 
not opportunity of preying upon their neighbours, 
they prey upon one another; infomuch, that they 
are Guided by no principle of juftice, or common 
humanity. When Herod had received this grant 
from Czefar, and-was come into the country, he pro- 
cured fkilful guides, put a {top to their lawlefs de- 
predations, and fet the neighbours at reft._ Zeno- 
dorus was {0 irritated at this proceeding, from the 
lofs of his commiffion, on the one hand, and the 
envy he bore Herod on the other, for having fup- 
planted him, that he haftened to Rome to prefer an 
accufation againft him, but returned without ¢+ 
fecting his defign. ‘ 


During thefe tranfactions Auguftus fent Agrippa 
into A fia, to take upon him the command of the pro- 
vinces beyond the Ionian Sea. Agrippa being 2 Pal pa 
ticular friend. of Herod, he met him on his way 2 is 
Mitylene, and then returned to Judza. 


















































Howevely at 


. : ¢ 
fome of the Gadarenes came to Agrippa to ae : 
Herod, when they were not only, difmified, wit ho 
a hearing, but fent back to the king in chains. 


Notwithftanding the prevailing intereft of Herod, | 
the Arabians, from an ancient grudge, atrempte 
to raife-a edition in his dominions, and upon mae 
cafion fpecioufly juitifiable. Zenodorus, fin ae 
‘his affairs grown defperate, agreed to coniign ov 


aie - a- 
to the Arabians a certain proportion of his princip4 
lity, on confideration of an annual payment > nts. 
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os Their con- 
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talents. But as this was included in Caefar’s grant 

to Herod, the Arabians contefted the point, fome- 
Tr Ar times by law, and fometimes by force; and, to ha 
hanciml dor che latter means more coercive, they engagec 
a parcy of foldiers, of defperate fortunes, who mere 
willing coexerc themfelves in any caufe that might 
retrieve them. Herod was well. apprized of the 
delign, but deemed jit expedient .to counteract ic 
rather by mild than rigorous meatfures, in order to 
prevent trefh commotions. 


In the feventeenth year of Herod?s reign Czefar 
came into Syria, where he was immediately applied 
to by the greater part of the inhabitants of Gadara, 
with clamorous accufations-againft Herod, as a 
The Gadae moft infupportable tyrant and opprefior. They 
rene aeewle youre initigaced to prefer thefe complaints by Zeno- 
Heel orus, who had.bound himfelf by oath never to 

quit the profecution of Herod, till he .was difpof- 
jeffed of his dominions, and they reverted to Cae- 
- far. Thus initigated by Zenodorus, they became 
more and more vehement in their exclamations, and 
efpecially becaufe thofe prifoners, thar were deliver- 
ed up to Herod by Agrippa, continued unpunifhed. 
Jndeed, Jenity towards the injurics of ftrangers was 
a ttriking traic in Ficrod’s character, however inex- 
orable he might have been towards the delinquents 
of his own -dubjects. The mifdemeanours with 
which he was charged were, rapine, oppreffion, the 
violation and demolition of temples, with others of 
adimilar nature. 
iB Herod boldly prefented himfelf in juftification, 
B Gas con and was treated with every token of reipect and ho- 
B inated 8 nour b _Ceefar, notwithitanding the clamours of 
E ofeuitt,and the multitude; infomuch that the Gadarenes, find- 
f Heodisae- ing his powerful intereft with the emperor, und 





Bas’ 'Y thence expecting that they would fall into his hands, 

"had recourfe to tuicide, by various means, to pre-- 

vent the infiction'of feverer torments; and Czfar 

thence inferring they had condemned themfelves, 
acquitted Herod of every part of the accufation. 

E nath of, Combination of events, at this time, feemed to 

B venous, fAVOur Elerod, and particularly the death of his 


implacable’enemy Zenodorus, by a violent dyfen- 
Cxfir'sfur- tery, at Antioch, in confequence of which he ob- 
thet bounty tained, from Caefar, a confiderable part of his do- 
poHerod, mains between Galilee and Trachon, comprifing 
Ulatha, Panuim, and_the adjacent country. He 
was alfo velted with a‘fovereign command over the 
Sovernors of Syria, who were accordingly under 


his fole rule and direétion. 


Herod was now advanced to fuch a pitch of good 
fortune, that whereas there were but two men that 
governed the vaft Roman empire, firft Caefar, and 
then Agrippa, who was his principal confident. 
Ccefar preferred no man to Herod befides Agrippa, 

nor did Agrippa any one to Herod befides Ceelar. 
: By virtue of this intereft, Herod obtained a te- 
trarch’s commiffion, in Judzea, from Augutftus, for 
his brother Pheroras, upon whom he beitowed an 
annual income of an hundred talents out of his 
own proper revenue, to obviate the confequences of 
any contingencies that might reduce him to a de- 
pendance on his children. After this, Herod wait- 
ed upon Ceefar, till he fawhim embarked; and, on 
rod eredts his recurn, erected, to his honour, a moft beautiful 
temple to teMple, of white marble, upon the domains of Ze- 
wus. nodorus, near the cave they call Panias, which is 
at the bottom of a mountain famous for being the 
fource of the river Jordan. The cavern is very 
€ep, andthe {prings of water in it perpetually bub- 
ling. The mountain is famous for a delightful 
profpeét, but more efpecially fo for the magnificent 

temple of Auguftus Caefar. 


> The king took an opportunity, at this time, of in- 
gratiating ‘himfelf with his people, by remitting a 
third part of their taxes, under pretence of com- 

‘means Paffionating the diftreffes they had undergone du- 
int 1ng the time of the late famine, but, in reality, ro 
*  Conciliate their good will. he innovations he had 
introduced, in violation of their laws and religion, 
Save univerfal difguft, and were loudly complain- 
ed of; fo thar; to preferve order and decorum. he 
enjoined every man diligently to attend to his own 
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concerns, prohibiting feleé&t affemblies, and fixing 
{pics in all places of refort, to take into cuttody 
all who fhould difobey thefe orders, and caufe them 
to be punifhed with the urmoft rigour. The very 
roads, ftreets, and avenues, were belet: nay, foan- 
xious was he for the detection of any that might 
violate his injunctions in this particular, that, in the 
night, he would imix himlelf, in difguife, with che 
rabble, in order to learn how they food affeéted. 
‘Lhofe who could by no means be brought to acqui- 
elce with his tcheme of government, were prolecu- 
ted with the greateft feverity; while fuch as were 
more moderate, were put to an oath of allegiance, 
and-diimiffed. By this means hebroughe the majori- 
ty, out of fear, to acompliance with him; but thofe 
who had the refolution to contend the point, and 
{tigmatize his conduct, were taken of by fome de- 
vice or other, He endeavoured to impofe this oath 
upon Pallio, the Pharifee, and Sameas, together 
with their difciples; but thongh they peremptorily 
refufed it, he declined urging it by any harfh means, 
out of the regard he bore to Pallio. The Effenes 
were allo exempted from this oath. Thefe Effenes 
were a fect in fome refpeéts rcfembling the Pytha- 
goreans ameng the Greeks; and though we have 
already defcribed the peculiar tenets they hold, it 
will be neceffary, on this occafion, to point out the 
caufes for which they were paid fo diftinguithed a 
regard by Herod. Ms 


There was one amongtt thefe Effenes whofe name Predi@ion 
was Manahem, a manof fingular piety and virtue, of Mana- 
who was endowed with the gitt of prophecy. This Re >" 
perfon meeting Herod in his puerile days, going to 
tchool, greeted him with the falutation of ** Fail! 
“¢ king of the Jews.” erod, eicher not knowing 
him, or thinking him in jeft, told him he was not 
defcended from a family to attain fuch a dignity. , 
Manahem, fmiling, and laying his hand gently on 
his fhoulder, replied, ** You are to be king, and 
* you fhall rule happily; for it is the Divine will 
“* that it fhall be fo. Retain thefe words of Ma- 
** nahem in your memory, as they give you to un- 
** derftand the change of your fortune. It will be 
** your duty to govern with jultice and equity; but, 
*° by a fecret impulfe, I learn that your conduét 
© will not be regulated by thofe excellent maxims; 
*° as, in divers inftances,- you will fwerve from 
‘© them; though, in other refpects, you will be for- 
** tunate, and worthy of much commendation. 
*¢ Remember your crimes cannot be concealed from 
** the pervading eye of the Almighty, who will 
* moft feverely punith you for them.” 


Herod, at that time, was totally regardlefs of 
what Manahem prediéted, having no reafonable 
view of fuch advancement. But when he afterwards 
camie to the throne, and attained to the fummit of 
his glory, he fent for Manahem, and afked him how . 
long he thought he fhould reign? Manahem re- 
turning an indefinite anfwer, Herod put the quef- 
tion whether he thought he fhould reign ten years? 
He replied, yes, an twenty, and thirty, but did 
not affign the determinate limits of his reign. He- 
rod, reiting. fatisfied with what he liad heard, dif. 
miffed him in a friendly manner; and, from ‘that 
time forwards, paid great honour to the fect of EL 
fenes. We have related this circumftance, ftrange 
as it may appear, as another proof of the many in- 
ftances in which the fecret purpofes and counfels of 
the Divine Being have been revealed to men of fim- 
ple piety and virtue. eS G 


a 


CHAP. XIV. 


Herod rebuilds the temple, raifes it higher, and renders 
tt more magnificent than it was before, S 


; A FTER fo many fignal tranfaétions, and the Hecod ord 


_finifhing of fo many fumptuous edifices, He- buitd the 
rod, in the eighteenth year of his reign, turned his temple. 
attention towards the erecting of a temple in ho- . 
nour of the true God, in every refpect larger and 
more ftately than the former. "This work he was 
perfuaded would perpetuate his memory beyond all 

; he 
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he had accomplifhed heretofore., But as he knew. 


many of the people might be reluctant to affilt him 
in fo vaft a defign, he thought proper to call them 
together, and addrefs them, upon the occafion, to 
the following purport: 


“¢ Tt would be time loft, my friends and country- 
‘ men, to give you the hiftory of my traniaélions 
* fince I came to the crown: therefore let it fuffice, 
** that I have more attended to your benefit and -f{e- 
** curity, than to my own particular intereft. You 
** know what care J have taken for you in your 
** oreate{t extremities, and without any regard to 
** my own profit. You know, likewife, that you 
“© yourfelves have had the greatett fhare in the ad- 
*© vantage of all the mighty works which, by God’s 
bleffing and afiiftance, I have brought to perfec- 
** tion; infomuch, that Judea is in a better ftate at 
** this day than ever; wherefore, there will be no 
“* need of citing the particulars of the cities, caftles, 
“* palaces, &cc. that 1 have either built, fortified, or 
- repaired, in Judea, and the tributary provinces, 
** But the fum of my'prefent bufinefs is religion, 
“© and what concerns the reputation of your coun- 
* try, You willdo well to obierve that this temple, 
“© that was erected by our forefathers at their return 
** from Babylon, wants fixty cubits of the heighth 
** of Solomon’s: though this was no fault of our 
** anceftors; for it was not owing to them that it 
** came not up to the proportion of the firft, being 
' * raifed according. to the exprefs model of Cyrus, 
** and Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes, under whofe 
dominion they then lived, as afterwards under 
“© the Macedonians ; fo that they had it not in their 
** power to advance that monument of their piety 
*¢ and zeal up to the meatures of the original. But 
** fince’ God hath now pleafed, in his gracious pro-~ 
** vidence, to put the government into my hands, 
“ and, atthe fame time, to furnifh me with: all ne- 
ceflary means for the accomplifhing of my end, 
S* as peace; leifure, a large competency of revenuc, 
“© and, which is more than all the reft, we are friends 
“© with the whole world, (thatistofay, the Romans;) 
“© ic fhall be my care and bufinefs to fuipply thofe de- 
“ fects which it was not poffible for our predecef- 
** fors, under their circumftances, to-prevent; and 
** to do that right, in fine, to the glory of God, in 
#€ which we have hitherto failed, with all due re- 
*¢ verence to his holy name, and with a gratitude 
fuitable to the mercies we have received.” 


This fpeech raifed_much anxiety, and many. 
doubts, in the minds of the people, particularly with 
refpect to the demolition of ‘the old temple, till they 
‘were affured of another being érected in its place, 
which, in fact, they defpaired of as an enterprize al- 
smoft impracticable. In this ftate of perplexity the 
king encouraged them with the affurance, ‘* that he 
would not pull down the old temple till all the ma- 
‘terials were fully prepared for building the intended 
“new one.” ; ee 

..Purfuant to his word, he ordered a thoufand car- 
riages to be in readinefs to bring ftones, chofe ten 
thouland of the mott fkilful artificers, purchafed a 

Makes the shoufand facerdotal garments for tl ber of 

neceffary thoufand facerdotal garments for that number of 

preparations priefts, and caufed them to be'inftruéted inthe dif- 
ferent branches of worl:manfhip, in order to fuper- 
‘intend the general concern. , 

Having made all neceffary preparations, both as 

to artificers and materials, Elerod caufed the old 
Defeription foundations to be removed, and others to be laid, 
af the tene Upon which bafis they raifed the fuperftruCtureof a 
pleasre- templean hundred cubits in length, and an hundred 
built by He- and twenty in height; but the twenty cubits fink- 
-e ing afterwards, it tell fo much fhort of the original 
defign, which our anceftors had in contemplation to 
ralie again inthedays of Nero. The whole fabric 
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was compofed of ftones, white.and durable,in length . 


twenty-five cubits, in heighth eight, and in breadth, 
twelve, 

The front of this magnificent ftructure bore the 
refemblance of a palace, the middle being much 
higher than the fides, and éxhibiting fuch a view 
over the ficlds, as was very agreeable to thofe who 
gither refided directly oppofite to it, or were travel- 
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ling towards it. This view extended feveral fur. 
longs into the country. The porch, in clegance, - 
was prcportionate to the refit of the building; the 
upper part being adorned with variety of rich ta- 
peftry.and delicate purple flowers, with pillars in- 


terwoven, and a golden vine creeping and twining The gry 
- aboutthem, the branches of it laden with clufters 


of grapes pendant trom the cornices. 


_ Round about the temple were large cloifters, not 
inferior to the reft of the building in magnificence, 
but much exceeding all that went before them for 


fymmetry and elegance. Two of thefe cloifters ae alt. 
were fupported by itrong walls, a work as Gingular- “™ 


ly curious as had ever been executed. 


The hill was a rocky afcent, that declined by de- 
grees towards the eaftern parts of the city, till ir 


‘came to an elevated level. This is the hill which 
Solomon a long time before, by Divine direction, Term: 
encompaffed with a wall, that was of excellent“ 


workmanship, upwards and round the top of it. He 
alfo built a wall below, beginning at the bottom, 

which was encompaffed by adeep valley. This 

wall was compacted of large {tones, cramped to- 

gether with iron, including tle whole, and _reach- 

ing down to’ the bottom of the hill. The form of 
the work was fquare; and, confidering the magni. 

tude and depth, it was an incomparable pertorm- 

ance. The immenfity of the ftones in.the front . 
was plainly vifible on the outfide, yet fo that the 

inher parts were preferved by joints immovable. 


When the foundation was finifhed in the manner 


defcribed, Herod ‘caufed it.all to be wrought into 


one outward furface, filled up the hollow places 
which were about the wall, and. made it a level, 
There was alfo within the fquare another ftone wall, 
carried round the top of ‘the hill, with a double 
porch to the eaftward, facing the portal of the tem- 
ple that ftandsin the middle. This portal was mag- 
nificently’' adorned by the munificence of many 
princes in former times; and round about the tem- 
ple itfelf, were fpoils and trophies taken from bar- 
barous nations, all of which had been dedicated by 
Herod, with the addition of others of later date 
he himfelf had taken from the Arabians. 

On the north-fide was built a citadel, the work of 
fome of the Afmonean race, who, for a confiderable 
time before Herod, had executed the authority of: 


prince and high-prieft. They called it Baris, or the Bui," 


ower; and there were depofited the veftments of the 
high-prieft, which were never taken out butat the 
time he was to offer facrifice. -Herod applied it to 
the fame ufe; but, after his death, it came to be 
lodged in the hands of the Romans, till the time of 
Tiberius Cefar, in whofe reign Vitellius, being ap- 
pos governor of Syria, and going to take upon 

im the command, was fo magnificently received at 
Jerufalem, that, in acknowledgment of the honour 
done him by the Jews, he prevailed with Ceefar, ac 
their earneft requeft, that they might have thofefa- 
cred veftments under their own immediate-depofit. 
They continued in the cuftody of the .Jews till the 
death of king Agrippa, when Caffius Longinus, 
governor of. Syria, and Cafpius Fadus, procurator 
of Judaéa, enjoined to depofit thofe veftments.in the 
town of Antonia, infifting that they ought Still to 
be in the power of the Romans as they were form- 
erly. Hereupon the Jews fent deputies to Claudius 
Oi aes) to ieee is their Senne with oo 

e young kin rippa, happening to be 

Rome upon the aitieal of the Aeputies; obtained 
the grant of the requeft from the emperor, who ac- 
cordingly fent orders to Vitellius to deliver them 
up. Before that time they were kept under the {ta 
of the high-prieft, and treafurer of the tempi, 
who, upon the eve of a folemn feftival, appliedt 
the commanding officer of the Romans, thewed him 
their feal, and took out the veftments, which, when 
‘the feftival was over, they brought to the ae 
place, and there depofited in the prefence of the a 
ficer. I have been thus minute in this parcicny 
point, becaufe its various changes have effentiayy 
affected the concerns of our nation, As tote 
Tower itfelf, when Herod had fortified it et 
firmly, in order to fecture the temple, he caer 





ANTIQUITIES 
Tower of Antonia, in honour of 
athony, who once prévailed over 











the name of the 
his great friend A 
the Romans. : 
Jn the weflerf Quarter of the enclofure of. the 
temple were four gates. The firit led to the king's 
palace; two more tothe fuburbs of the city; and 
the latt to the city icfelf; with-a defcent of many 
iteps down fo the valley ; and an afcent,; on the other 
ide, of as many_fteps, up to the top. The city- 
{food over againft. the cemple, in_the manner of a. 
‘theatre, encompailed, towards the fourh, with a deep 
valley. In-the middle of the fquare was another ; 
gare, equi-diitane from the cwo angles, with ttacely 
royal cloifters, with three walls, that reached, in 
Jength, from the eait valley to the weit; for they 
could not poffibly reach any further. This afford- 
ed a moft excraordinary dpectacle,; for the valley 
was fa very deep, and the height of the building 
over it fo ftupendous, that it caufed a giddinets in 
the brain co look down.trom the top of the batrle- 
ments. This cloifter had pillars that ftood in four 
rows, equi-diftant, with a ftone wall wrought up 
betwixt thofe of the fourth rank. The pillars were 
as much as three men could. fathom, being feven 
and aventy feccin length, and upon a double bate. 
‘The number of them was one hundred and fixcy- 
iwo. ‘The chapiters were exquifire beyond detcrip- 
tion, and the feulpture of Corinthian workmanfhip. 
Vhete tous rows of pillars included three intervals 
for walking in the middle of this cloifter, two of 
which walks were made parallel to each other, and 
were contrived after the fame mannerythebreadth of 
each being thirty feet, the height Hfty feet, and the 
length a turlong.: The roof was adorned with cu- 
rious {culpture, reprefenting a-variety of figures. 






This wasthefirft enclofure, in the midft of which, , 
and not far from it, was the fecond, upon an afcent 


of afew iteps, with a partition of tone, and an in- 
dcription upon it, prohibiting any ftrangers fronien- 
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trance, upon pain of death. It had, on its fouth- 
ern and northern quarters, three gates, equi-dif- 
tant; and on the eaftern quarter one large gate, 


where men, who were purified; had admittance with 
their wives, but the womén ‘were not permitted to 


’ pafs any farther. 


There was a third éenclofure, into‘ which it was 
lawtul only for the priefts to enter.. This was the 
temple iticlf, before which flood the altar, where 
the facrilices were ofered up... Into neither of chele 
three did king Iderod prefume to enter, becaufe, not 
being a prieity he -was prohibited by the law, fo 


-that he commitced the care of the holy work tothe 


priefts themfelves, which they finifhed in eighteen 
months, when he himfelf was’ eight years: ii finif- 
ing the'reft. 


The people were tranfportéd with joy at the com- 
pletion of fo glorious'a work, returning thanks to 
the Almighty for his bleffing upon the undertaking, 
and extolling the king for the alacrity he had fhewn 
in the execution of it. The event was celebrated 


| With feftiviry. The king facrificed three hundred 


oxen, and the people according to their refpective 
abilities; ‘fo that the ‘number of oblations could 
hardly be computed. This memorable dedication 
of the temple fell upon the day of the king’s inau- 
guration, which added greatly to the folemnity. 


There was an occult paffage built for the king,’ 


leading from fort Antonia to thé eaftern gate of the 
inner temple, over which he erected a tower; this 
paffage being defigned as a private and fafe retreat, 
either for’ himfelf or his fuccéffors, in cafe of any 
fedition againft thé government. It is reported,: 
that, during the building of the temple, it never 
rained but in the night, Jo that the work was nor 
hindered. | This tradition has beén handed down ta’ 
poiterity, and is, by many, deemed a peculiar in-~ 


- terpofition of Providence in favour of the work. 
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CHAP. IL 


Herod enaéis a law againft theft, goesto Rome, and is 
gracioufly received by Cafar, who reftores him bis 
zZwo fons. They are calumniated on their return to 
Serufalem, but without effec. 


S Herod was very zealous, in the adminif- 
tration of government, to promote the 
impartial execution of -juftice, through- 
out, both in town and country, in pub- 


Htefod av lic _and in private, he made a new law for the pu- 
againt nifhing of houfebreakers, to this effect: ‘* That all 

tee offenders of that kind fhould be fold for flaves to 
HCAKCTS. 


any that would purchafe them, without exception 
even toftrangers.”” Thislaw was by no means appro- 
ved by the people in general, who did not animad- 
vert upon itas it immediately refpeéted the malefac- 
tor, but as it manifeftly encroached on the laws and 
‘The people Cultoms of the nation, by fubjecting the Jews to the 
snurmur at impofitions of thofe who lived according to differ- 
it, ent rules and meafures, which they therefore confi- 
dered asa violation of the inftitutions of their fore- 
fathers, rather than a punifhment to thofe who were 
found to have offended. Such punifhment was 
avoided in our original laws, which ordains that 
the felon fhould make a fourfold reftitution; or, if 
infolvent, fhall be fold; but not to ftrangers, nor 
into perpetual flavery; and atthe end of feven years 
difcharged. This new law was conftrued as a de- 
liberate contempt, in Herod, againft an eftablifhed 
practice and difcipline not becoming a king, butan 
_ unjuft and oppreffive tyrant, a character to which 
he again expofed himfelf by carrying the penalty 
into execution. 


Werod's 
journey to 
Rome, 


Herod about this time made a voyage to Italy, to 
pay his courtto theemperor, and enquire into the 
circumftances and fituation of his fons, who had 
{Je is erae been fent to Rome to finifh their education, where 
re- he had the happinefs to find them accomplifhed in 
the different branches of polite literature. He was 
received with fingular honour by Ceefar, who deli- 


aioully re- 
ecived by 
Corfar. 


vered to him.the young princes in a much moreim- 


proved ftate than he received them. They weretall 
and graceful in figure, affable and winning in con. 
vertation and deportment; fo ‘that it might be faid, 
the endowments of their minds were not inferior to 
their perfonal accomplifhments. 
























Having paid his refpeéts to the emiperor, and had 
leave to depart, Herod returned to Jerufalem with 
his fons, where they_no fooner arrived, than they 
attracted the admiration of the multitude, as youths 
poffeffed of every quality that could adorn their =, 
elevated rank and ftation. But they were objets tie 
of envy to Salome, the king’s fifter, and the wliole “ 
party, who had raifed calumniating reports to cf 
tect the deftruction of Mariamne. Indeed, they be- 
held them with awful dread, as inftraments whom 
Providence had raifed up to revenge the death of 
their mother, and made this apprehenfion a motive 
to {candalous reports againft them., Tliey gave 
out.that they would never endure the converviation 
of their father, after imbruing his hands inthe mur- 
der of their innocent mother. They fuppofed that 
flanderous infinuation was the moft effectual means 
of préjudicing the father againft the fons, and ac- 
cordingly practifed it with all the art and fubelety 
thatenvy and malice could poffibly fuggeft; hoping, 
in therefult, foto work upon the mind of Herod, 
as to deftroy that natural affection which is the bafis 
of all the ties of confanguinity, as well as of rec!- 
procal duty and regard. 


CHAP. Ii. ' 
Herod marvies his fons. Pays a vifit to Agripp® 


HIE artful defien of Salome, and her party, hed 
B not yet prevailed on Herod, fo as co withdra¥ p.3 
his paternal affection and confidence from his 108 
to whom hecontinued to behave with his ufual oper es 
nefs and cordiality, without any referve or fufpici™ 
His firft concern was to form princely alliances 9 
them, by marrying Ariftobulus ro. Berenice i 
daughter of Salome; and Alexander to Glaphy' 


the daughter of Archelaus, king of Capps iea 
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When Dlovod had dilparehed thefe alairs, he te- 
ived intedogence that Marcus Agrippa had lete 
Traly, and was Bene into Afia, where he therefore 


refpect and fervice, and earneitly Intreated of him 
the honour of a vific. Agrippa complying with 
lus requett, Herod, on his Dart, omitted nothing 
that could contribute to the entertainment of his 
noble puct. Ee thewed him all the itately eclifices 
that he had lately crected or repaired, carrying him 
to Sebaite, the port of Cetarea, and the forts of 
a\lexandiion, icrodion, Flyrcania, &c., where he 
treated him and his retinue with che utmoit iplen- 
dor and magnificence, Atter this tour he conduét- 
ed him to che city of Jeruialem, where he was re- 
ceived, by the whole multitude, with all che accla- 
macons and pomp of a folemn fettival. Agrippa, 
upon this occafion, made an oblation of an heca, 
tomb, and featted the people in che mott fumpruous 
manner, ls journey 2nd entertainment afforded 
hum to much pleafure and facisfaction, that he was 
dcfiraus of protracting the vific; but the winter ap- 
prouching, and thofe feas being dangerous, he was 
Unier a Neceffity of recurning to Ionia, tor which he 
tovk hisdeparcure, laden with prefents and honours. 
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CHAP. qr. 


Lhrad revifits Agrippa, and many offices of friendfip 
PYS between them: 


HAVING paffed the winter at erufalem, Herod 

made another voyage, on the Opening of the 
{pring, to vilit Agrippa, who, according to intelli. | 
Bence received, was gone Upon a campaign towards 
the Bofphorus. He embarked for Lefbos, with 
expectation of mecting him there; but, after he 
pafled Rhodes and Coos, he was driven, by con- 
trary winds; upon the ifle of Chios, where he was 
detained for fome days. During the courfe of this 
voyage, he had many vifits made him, which he re- 


itable manner; and obferving, on his 
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thore ftay 
buildings lay yet in ruins ever fince the Mithridatic 
War, for want of Money to repair them, he gave 
them credit for a fum fufficient to accomplifh the 
Work, with an exprefs charge to Put it hand, and 
finifh it as foon as poffible, 


Upon the change of wind, Herod failed to Mi- 
tylene, and then to Byzantium, and hearing that 
AStippa had already patted the Cyanean roc s, he 
followed him with the utmeit {peed, and joined him 
at Sinope, a ¢j ata juncture thar 
Agrippa had ng expectation of fuch alfiftance, This 
Interview Was eq ually agreeable to oth parties, and 
reciprocal tokens of friendfhip paffed between them. 
In fine, they feemed to be actuated the fame 
Views, with refpee both to enterprize and pattine., 
When Agrippa had difpatched hig affairs in Pon tus, 
he took his way upon the return over land; fo that 
they pated through Paphlagonia, Ca Ppadocia, and 
the Greater Phiygia to E’phefus, and thence, by fea, 
tu Samus, Herod difplayed many inftances of Be- 
nerolity during the Pillnge, as well as of the great 
Power and influence he Niad with i c 
favour he had conciliated in the hj he 
AM became interceftion with him in 
people of Llium, 
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degree, 
C ehalf of the 
againtt whom he had been high- 


i) Meenfeds and paid arrears, which were due from “ 
the People ot” Chios, to the smiperae, Provided them “ 
many privileges, and rendered them, in divers par. “ 


neulars, the mot effential fervices, 


ce 
CHAP, IV, &e 
vo e 
INP ay at the infance of Herod, and through the || 
i t Palling OR) tof Nicolaus againft the natives “ 
ah VOM, TH favony ‘the Jews, confirms they laws, ss 
al clfives ten, f+!) proteétion, me 


YEN ABripna and Herod arrived in Tonia, 
reac MuUltivade ot Jews, of that province, 


Nias ted the Opportunity y¢ laying betore then s 


the injuries they had fufiained from che nathy 
the intringement 


‘ treedom the world enjoys under the 


; after his own way? What pretence is 


Jultice? 
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lubfitlence money, and all 


Fherod, 


Srippa to granc them a hearing; and piocured. 


oie one Nicolaus, an advocate of moft diftinguifh- 
e 

counlel. At a court called 
Agrippa himfelf 
bench of Romans : 
opened and enlarged upon the caule of the Jews; 


and his mott intimate friend, for their 
upon ‘the occafion, 
being Prefent, together with a 
of great rank, Nicolaus thus 


abilities, 


te Whither, moft illuftrious Agrippa, fhould the 


* miferable and opprefied fly for fanctuary and re. 


So 
on their laws 2nd Worthy, these 
depriving them of the moncy: they uied to lord ry 
Jerulalem, forcing them to bear arms, and py pub 
dic duties out of their 
this contrary to common faith, and the liberties and 
exempuons granted them by the Romans, Fite. 

elirous ot uling his influence in behalf of the 
Jews upon this interelling occalion, prevailed with 


Pleading of 
Nicolaus in 


lief, but to thote brinces that are able to Protect behalf of 


and relieve them? This is the cafe of your hum. 
¢ fupplicants, ) 
from your authority to your juttice, in a full con. 
dence of your toyal Soodneis: for we have no. 
thing more to defire at prefent, than the poffer. 
fion and enjoynient of what you yourfelves have 
ranted us already, and which our fellow.fub. 
Jeéts are now endeavouring to take fromus. If 
the favours we enjoy be great, we doubt not but 
you will now think us as worthy to retain them, 


; 28 you found us betore to receive them. If the 


benefit be fmall, it reflects upon your honour to 
imagine that you are not able to make it Good. 
Neither is this a Sreater injury to us, than it isan 
indignity to yourtelves, In the contempt of your 
judgment, and in the difappointment of your 
blous intentions, ' Were put to thefe ve 
people, whether they would rather Part with their 
lives, or with their laws, cuttoms, difej x 
facrifices, feftivals, &c. in honour of their God; 
think, with fubmiffion, that we may fafely an- 
iwer for them, they would ch ufe the former. It 


r oman em- 
Pire, but that every man may live and. worfhip’ 
i there for 
People to impote’ that y on others, which they 
will not fubmit to themfelves? As if ir were not 
all one whether we hinder another man from do- 
ing his oaey, or pep ee Our own. It isa thing 

€ 


farther to 


any thinking man deem it his intereft to fruftrate 
your bounties, when ever 
or other, will be a lofer by 
not aware, thac while they labour to invalidate 
Our rights, they deftroy theirown: for why should 
the fame conceffions be good to them, and void 
to us; and that ineftimable privilege among the 
rell, of living at eale and liberty, under the pro. 
tection of the Roman emperors, while feveral 
other nations lie groaning in a flate of fervitude, 
at the mercy of rj orous kings? Neither is ours, 
at the belt,"a cond ition to be envied: for, as ta 
other matters, we defire nothing more than a 
common fhare of advantage with the reft of our 
fellow fubjeéts, provided we miy but be allow- 
ed to worthip God after the manner of our fore. 
fathers ; which, as it is innocent in idclt, on the 
one hand, io it js for the fervice of thofe that 
permit it on the other: tor God not only loves 
thofe thar worthip him themlelves but thofe alfo 
who encourage the worlhip of him in others, 
What is there in our way of holy offices that any 
moderate man can take offence at or, in truch 
thacis not, inall relpects, agreeable to piety and 
julti We make no difficulty of Owning the 
rules of our lives and proteffion. The Seventh 
ay is a day of reft from all our labours and a 
day that we fet part for the tludy of the laws 
asa dilcipline that much conduces to the reétic 
tying of our milnners, Now thete cuttonrs are 
not 


the Jews, 
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* for its perpetual memory. 
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not only blamelefs in chemfelves, even upon the 
tridiett examination of them, but venerable 
even for their antiguicy, (all cavils vo the con- 
trary noiwithftanding), fo char there can be no 
caule for controverting the authority of laws 
that have food the tejft ef fo many ages. The 
injuries we complain of are thele: they facrile- 
gioully make jieizures of momes cdlecicated to 
holy ufes. They impofe taxes upon people that 
ought, in right, to pay none. Vhey hurry them 
up and down to courts of jutUce, and other com- 
mon attendancies, upon our days of folemnity 
and religious worfhip; and for no other cnd but 
to turn our piety anc devotion co icern; and 
thele practices they know to be unwarrantable 
and caulelels. Your wifdem contults indiffe- 
rently the common welfare of all your peapic, 1 
the promoting of peace, and the preventing of 
feuds. Itis again(t thefe injuries, moft excelienc 
Agrippa, that we crave to be reiieved; and that 
we may be allowed the fame liberty hereafter, 
that we have enjoyed heretofore; and that our 
adverfaries may have no more advantage over us, 
than we pretend to over them. We take this to 
be juitice, not onty in the reafon of the thing, buc 
in che right which your goodnefs has given us to 
it, by declaring in our favour; to which parpofe 
there are, at this day, to be feen in the capitol, 
feveral decrees of the fenate, in tables of brats, 
Theie menumental 
records were undoubiedly grounded upon the 
experiment of our faith and loyalty to the ftate. 
Befide, that the obligation would be yer facred 
and inviolable, even without any antecedent me- 
rit On Our part; for your gencrofity hath been 
ever fo far from leflening or revoking the boun- 
tics you have once beftowed (and that not only 

to us, but to all) that it hath been your practice 
rather to amplify and enlarge them, even beyond 

every thought and expectation, as I could give 
inftances abundantly, if time would permit. 

putnotto valueourielves toomuch upon our own. 
tervices, let our royal matter’s friendly offices 

fpeak torus. Where did he ever fail, to the ur- 

termoit of his power, to oblige your nation? 

Elias not his faith and zeal for your intereft been 

tried over anc over? Flas he nor made the ad- 

vancing of your honour his bufinefs and his 

ttudy? “Were your affairs ever in any difficulty; 

and he not efpoute them as his own? So that if it 

were but tor our king’s fake, we might pretend 

to fome fort of confideration. © We mult not for- 

get the fervices of his father Antipater, nor- the 

reinforcement of two thoufand auxiliaries, thar 

be broughe to Crelar in egypt, where his beha- 

riour was fo fignally brave, and to much to the 

advantage of the empire, that he had the repu- 

tation of ‘being not inferior to any commander, 
either atfea or land, for conduct and courage. 

We might appeal to the glorious prefents that 

Crefar made him, or rather to che letters recom- 

mendatory that he wrote to the fenate, in his fa- 

vour, upon this occation, by which he obtained 

dor him the privilege of acitizen of. Rome, with 

other additional honours. This fingle argu- 

ment, great prince, might be fufficient, even of 

itfelf, to evince chat thole favours were at firft 

well beftowed, which we are now imploring may 

be confirmed. Befide that, confidering the pre- 

dent league of friendthip betwixt yourfelf and 

our royal fovercign, we rather-hope for an aug-- 
mentation of your bounty, than fear any abate- 

ment of it. Tomight enlarge upon your holy 

vows and facrifices at Jerutalem, the tplendor 

of your entertainments, and the fatisfaction you 

were plealed to own. in the reciprocal exchange 

of offices of hefpitality and refpeét, which were. 
allevidcnt proofs of an affectionate regard,- and 
ai amicable uanderitanding betwixt the Jews 

and the Romans, confirmed and ratified under 

the very roof of the king himfelf. Now our 

final requelt to the majefty of Agrippa, and in 

the prefence of the king of the Jews, is only this; 

that we may reap the fruits of your own boun- 

ty, without being made a prey to others.? 

I 


or -tus jE W Se 
When Nicolaus had finifhed his Speech, 


y : 1 iC in vindi. 
cation of the rights of the Jews, there 


“8S NO reply 
enquiry, as ina court of juttice, but a petitionary 
consplaint, to prevent violence from being offerei 
to the Jews. They did not attempt to dispure the 
fa&t. heir pretence was, that the Jews were 
itrangers, and would be a burthen to them; while 
the Jews, onthe contrary, averred, thatthey were not 
rangers, but a people who lived according to their 
own flaws and cuftoms, withour giving offence to 
any man. Agrippa, thus convinced thar they were 
opprefied, declared in their favour, as well from 
the juftice of their caufe, asf{rom the refpeét he bore 
to Eferod. LHe faid, he thought their requett fo 
reafonable, that if it had been more extenfive he 
would have granted it, fo far, at leaft, as was con. 
fiftent with his duty to the fenate and flare of Rome. 
He then made this formal declaration: ** I do here. 
“ by pronounce a confirmation of the claim the 


© Jews make of their privileges, as fpecified in the 
de reprefentation of their counfel; and pledge my. 
; ge my 


fel, that fo long as they keep themifelves within 
the bounds of their profeftion and difcipline, they 
fhall noe be moletted for the future, With 
thele words Agrippa dilmiffed the aflembly; when 
Lerod ftood up and made acknowledement of the 
favour, in the name of the whole Jewihh nation; 
which done, he and Agrippa, after mutual faluta- 
tions, took their departure from Lefbos. 


ee 
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onthe part of the Greeks; for it was nora matter ot 
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Herod, upen his arrival at Ferufalem, calls an affembly 


of the people, and gives them a 


cople relation of bis late 
trenfadtions in Afia. 


EROD, having taken his leave of Agrippa, teins 
. embarked for Cefarea, where, through nieans aiies 


of favourable winds, he landed in a few days, and bi" 


tions 


from thence immediately proceeded: to Jerufalem. them 


As foon as convenient, after his arrival, he fum-« 
moned a general affembly, ftrangers as well as citi- 
zens, and laid before them a particular account of 
his voyage, and the very important grant he had ob- 
tained for the Jews in Alia, by which they were ex- 
empted from ‘the impofitions of the Ionians, and 
fully confirmed in their ancient national privileges. 
He reprefented to them the feveral and great ad- 
vantages they had derived from his government, 
and pointed out that the welfare of his {ubjeéts was 
the grand fpring of his a€tions. Asa peculiar gra- 
tification, Re renieeed them a fourth part of their 
taxes for the laft year, acircumftance which, added 
to his mott agreeable reprefentation of affairs in 
general, ‘concifliated the tniverfal efteem of the peo- 
ple, who, with-loudeft acclamationgs; tettified their 
Joyalty, and moft fervently prayed for the profperi- 


ty of their king. 


CHAP. VI. 


Great difturbauces prevail in Herod’s family, through 
the contrivance of Salome and Pheroras, whe irritate 
hin againft bis fons Ariftobulus and Alexander, and 
iuduce Antipater to endeavour to Jupplant them in 
the governient. Herod treats the two princes awith 

’ great feverity, and diftovers a partiality for Antipa- 
ter, who attends Agrippa to Route. 


URING thefe tranfaCtions abroad, great do- a 
meftic animofities prevailed athome, through ? 
the artful practices of Salome, agaiall the two young ps, 
princes, Ariftobulus and Alexander, to whom {he 
bad amortal averfion. As fhe had fucceeded to her 
utmoit wifhes-in her calumnies upon the mother, 
fhe proceeded with greater confidence in her defiga 
upon the fons, determined thar none of her pofterity 
fhould be left alive, who might have it in cher 
power to revenge her death. ‘Phe ‘defign was ci 
ried on with fome profpect of fuccefs; for the youns . 
princes gave inftances of arefraétory bchaviour t0- 


-wards their father, and let fall rath words, expre i 





ude, 
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of their refentment at their mother’s cruel treat- 
ment, with threats of revenge upon thote whe had 
been che authors of it. Two factions now preveil- 
ed; that of the tw princes, and that of Salome and 
Pheroras, the fitter and brother of Hered. Whey 
call the bicterett reproaches on each other, and had 
recourfeto 2ilthemeans of calumny and traduction. 
Bur theugh their hatred was equal on both fides, 
their manner of gratifying ic was different, ‘Phe 
young princes Were explicit in their profeflion of 
averfion, and the real caule of its; while the others 
had recourfe to the arts of intinuacion, and oblique 
fuggeltion, “Vhe princes, in the heat of blood, and 


Simplicity of their hearts, did noc helitate to exe- - 


crate the authors of their mocher’s death ; but Sa- 
Jome and Pheroras gratified their malice by provo- 
king them to extravagant exclamatiuns, in order to 
entaare them. . They faid they deemed it the high. 
elt-honour to be the fons of duch a mother, infifting 
on it that fhe was baiely murdered. This expreffion 
was a fufficient ground for caluniny, as it would 
bear a conttruction of deliberating a revenge with 
their own hands, Thefe animolities now became the 
topic of converfation throughout the city; and, as 
is ufual upon fuch contelts, the inexperience of the 
youths was admitted as a palliacion of the warmth 
of their exprefiions, which Salome artfully im- 
proved to her own purpeles. “DP hey were jo deeply 
wuected with the death of their mother, chat they 
would frequently exclaim, “* ‘Vhat, next to, the dee 
ploreble fate of that unhappy princes, they looked 
upon their own circumitances to be molt miferable 
of all others, in. the necefficy of affociating with 
murderers, and, in fome meafure, becoming parta- 
kers of the crime, by communicating with -the 


company,” 

_, Phefe diforders increafed greatly; and the king’s 

ablence had afforded opportunities for fomenting 

the animofities that prevailed between. the parties. 

When the king returned, and addrefied the multi- 

tude upon the occalion, Pheroras and Salome drop- 
“ bed, words, infinuating thie his life might be in 
danger, as the young princes openly vowed venge- 
ance on the authors and abetcors of the death of their 
mother, ‘Chey added another circumftance, which 
was, that their hopes were fixed on Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia, by whofe -means they might 








their accufations againit their father. T'his infor- 
mation alarmed Ierod, and the more fo, becaufe 
it was confirmed by the affurance of many others. 
Upon this occafion, he could not but refleét on the 
calamities that had heretofore been the refult of 
faction in his family, and deprived him of his dear. 
elt tricnds, and molt beloved wife. “Fhefe confide- 
rations almeft reduced him to a ftate of delpair. 
He had been fortunate abroad beyond expectation; 
buthe had been no lefs miferable at home; fo that, 
upon z ballance of the extremes, it became to him 
amatter of doubt, whether or not he mighe have 
been happier in a private ftation, which could not 
have fubjected him to either. 

_in this ttate of anxious perplexity ir appeared to 
him expedient to introduce a fon, whom he had 
cducated privately, into the gay circle of the court, 
In order to depreis his haughty and infolent bro 
ep. thers, Elis name was Antipater. He had no in- 
.,, eMtion, ac chat time, of advancing him to the firit 
“dignity; but had recourfe to thofe means, asa checl 

upon the conduct of the fons of Mariamne, and to 

ming them to fober reafon, as they would thereby 
he convinced, that, et al! events, the government 
would not want a fucceffor. With this view Be- 
rod gave “Antipater the countenance of truit and 
authoriry, and paid him fuch honours as if he had 
been adlually appointed tothe fucceffion,-not doubt-’ 

Ing but, by chele means, to bring his fons to an ac- 

snowledgment of their duty. ‘The event, however, 
3 proved otherwife, for they refented it as the higheft 

Melemtys and, inftead of a check, it became a pro- 

ecation. Antipater was both fhrewd and ambi- 

thous; jo that when he had once attained to this de- 

¢ of elevation, and began to‘form towering prot- 

ts, he was determined to purfue the path into 

which ds father had condudted him. To that end 
+O, 22, . A 











ANTIQUITIES 


be admitted to an audience of Calar, and to preter: 





JEWS. 


he exerted every effort of calumny to fuppla 
brothers in the afltélion of their dather, whds 
credulous and open to his-artifices, that he gained 
his point to his utmott with, and wrought in him 
an averfion,.that daily grew more and more impla- 
cable. Fis whole aim was to keep up this alics 
tion in the breait of his tacher, and, at the Me 
timé, evade fulpicion with refpect to himfelf; fo 
that he employed fuch iafttruments as he knew 
would work upen the credulity of the king, aswell 
as obviite a difcovery of ‘the chief agent. 
Antipater now had fuch an afcendancy, that many 
of the firit rank paidcourt to him, as the road to pre- 
ferment; while the whole defign was covered under 
pretext of zeal for the fervice GF Herod. Phe plot 
being revealed to a junto of contidente, they took 
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advantage of the heat of paflion which the young '4 


princes cculd not fupprets, and which tran{portea 
them, beyond all bounds of reaton and moderation, 
into burfts of tears, inordinate exclamations, and 
the ieyereft remonfirances, on the infufferable inju- 
ries they had {iftained; as well as pofitive accufa- 
tions of their father with palpable injuttice to them. 
Such fallies of paffion, with their outrageous efeets, 
were all minutely obferved by thete incendiaries, 
who, tu widen the breach, reprefented them in fo 
exaggerated a light, as to exatperate the king fo 
highly, that, in order to avenge himielf on Alexan- 
der and riftebulus, he heaped more honours on 
Antipater, who, at length, prevailed with him to 
admic his mother to court, and give him recommen- 
datory letters to Caztar, highly conducive to his cre- 
dit and advantage. Upon Agrippws return to 
Rome, after ten years adminiftration in Afia, Fie- 
rod failed from Judea, accompanied by A StIpater 
only, to compliment and prefent him with many 
valuable prefents. When they parted, he obtained 
ot Agrippa permiffion for his fon to attend him to 
Rome, anda promile of introducing him to Crefar. 
‘Vhis partiality was fhewn to Autipater, to point 
out to his brothers their father’s rcfolution of cut- 
ting them off from the fuccefiion. 


CHAP. VH. 


Herod exbibits au acenfation againft bis fons, Alexander 
and Ariftobulus, before C.cfar. 


NTIPATER?s voyage to Rome, with thefanc- 
tion of recommendatory letters from the king 





‘his father, greatly tended to hig honour and interett. 


His only fource of difquiet arole from his being de- 
prived, by a remote fituation, of the opportunities 
he had of perpetually circulating his calumniating: 
reports to the prejudice of his brothers. His chief 
fear was, left his father fhould be wrought upon to 
change his mind, and thereby induced to act with 
more moderation towards thechildren of Marinmne., 
To prevent this as much as poffible, he maintained 
an epiftolary correfpondence with his father, and 
thereby took opportunities of infinuating the anxi- 
ety under which he laboured for his latety ; chough 
his real motive was to preferve in his mind, the an- 
tipathy he had caufed him to conceive againtt his 
brothers. But netwithitanding he was incented ia 
the higheft degree againit Alexander and Ariftobu- 
lus,. by the artiul praélices of their brother Antipa- 
ter, Herod thought it moft prudent, before he pro- 
ceeded too rathly, togo to Rome, and there, openty 
exhibit an acculation againft his tons before Caehir. 
In his way he happened to incct with the ernperor ac 
the city of Aquileia, and having obtained audience 


in form, preferred an accufation againt them_ iit yreyea 
to Crofar, peaste 


“6 “That He had not only made Bim maiter of his oe 
cafe of his 


terms to the following effeé, ftating 


“* fons’ deftiny, but that the very laws of the Tews 
“declared, that, if a fon was accufed by his pa- 
“* rents, ‘and they put their hands upca his head, 
** all who were prelent fhould i{tone kim, and pat 
*“ him to death; and theretore, though he mighe 
** treat his fons in this manner, after the crimes 
“© of which they ftood convitted, yet he chole ra- 
“* ther to Have their opinions upon the maticr, noz 
* doubting but that they would join with him in 
“ giving an example to future ages, of thar jule 

ss ‘ Severity, 
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The princes 
are much al- 
fected by 
their fa- 
ther’s accu- 
falion, 


Alexander's 
addrefs and 
defence, 
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** feverity, which ought to be ever ufed upon un- 
*¢ natural children.” 2 


This was the main point of accufation brought 
by Herod againit his fons, who, during the time of 
his fpeaking, were fo affected, as to burit involunra- 
rily into tears. “hough they were confcious of their 
innocence, yet, being accuied by their father, they 
were fenfible of the neceflity of exculpating them- 
felves from the crime alledged againit them, or re- 
maining under the cenfure that had been brought 
upon them by means equally fallacious and wicked. 
Calar, oblerving their confufion, and that the re- 
Juétance with which they proceeded on theirdefence, 
did not arifé from conicious guilt, but the preva- 
lence of modeft diffidence, was difpofed to judge 
with candour of their’ caule, as was, indeed, the 
whole affembly prefent. 


CHAP. VIE 


Alexander's defence. The princes are acquitted by Ca- 
for. Herod calls a council at Ferufalem, and declares 


his fuccef[or. 


T being by this time evidentthat they had excited 
the commiferation both of Ceaefar and their fa- 
ther, and that all prefent expreffed concern for the 
unfortunate firuation of the young princes, they 
were emboldened to hope for the proiperous iffue of 
an event, which, ac firlt, appeared ro them replete 
with che greateft difafter. Alexander, the elder, 
therefore, thus addrefled his father upon the fubjec&t 
of the charge: ‘ 


‘© We cannot, Sire, but take it for a clear evi- 
dence of your good intentions towards ys, that 
you have brought us to this place, before fo great 
and juft a judge, and jo gracious a prince, for 
the decifion of our caufe, without employing 
cither your regal, or your paternal, power, over 
your own children and people. But, in referring 
us to Rome, by way of appeal to Ceefar, it is 
given us manifeftly to underitand, that you have 
a defire and purpofe to preferve us; for men do 
not ufe to carry thofe to temples and altars that, 
they intend todettroy. Yet, after all this, as an 
aggravation of our misfortune, we are conicious: 
to Gurfelves, that we are not worthy to live, if we 
had but done any thing that looks like difloyalty 
or ingratitude towards {o good a father; and we 
had much rarcher die innocent, than furvive the 
feandal ofiuchatutpicion. If Providence fhould 
enable us to defend the truth, the proof of our 
innocence will be a much greater comfort to us, 
than the deliverance of our perfons; but if ca- 
lumny fhould prevail, alite, under thofeinfamous 
* circumflances, would be worle than a thoufand’ 
deaths. “Lhe pretext of an ambitious defign upon 
the government, is well accommodatedto the in- 
ordinate paffions of young men; and the inftance 
of our unfortunate mother furnifhes more colour 
for it. But whole cate, I befeech you, Sire, may 
not this be as well as ours; and why may not the 
children of all other princes, under our circum- 
ances, be charged with the fame defign, if fafpi- 
cion fhall pafs tor a proof? Tor here is only an 
invidious accufation, without the leaft fhadow of 
evidence, or fo rhuch as a probability to fupport 
it. Why is not the poifon itfelf, or the accom- 
plices and inftruments of the practice, produced ? 
Where are the conipirators, the conipiracy, the 
srivery, or the defamatory letters? But the whole 
itory, in fine, is toundedon invention and flander, 
without any countenance to give it credit. A di- 
vided court, it is true, is a great misfortune; but 
the hope of prefterment, which you are pleated to 
call the reward of virtue, proves often an incen- 
tive to ali forts of wickednefs. Nay, we infifkfo 
rar upon our integrity, that we defy the whole 
earth to difprove it. As for icandals, there is no 
revufing them, where the car is open to the ca- 
juminy, and dear to the defence. If we have 
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talked at large, it was not meant againft,yourelf 

** but againgt your tale-bearers. If we have pal. 
°° fionately lamented the lofs of our dear mother, i¢ . 
“* was not purely for the death itfelf, but out of : 
© zeal co the honour of her memory, which wefound 
** blafted where fhe leaft deferved ic. Andto what 
** end again fhould we ajpire to the government in 
“* the lite-time of our father? For, if we alread 
** enjoy the honours belonging tothe royal family 
°° cas effectually we do,) what have we farther to 
“* itruggle for? Or, if we are at prefent barred of 
** our right, may we not prefume to with and hope 


es for it? Can it be imagined that the murderers 
c 2 


in fuch an inftance, fhould ever fet up for fuccer? 
“° fors, when fea and land, after fo flagizious 4 
¢ villainy, would confpire againft them? How 
** would it confift with rhe piety of the fubjed, o; 
“* with the religion of the country, to fet up parri. 
“* cides for kings ; and to fee the holy temple, that 
** you yourfelf erected to the great God, prophaned 
“© by the bafeit of affafins? Or, all other confidera. 
*¢ tions apart, how can any man think to defiroy 
** Herod, the emperor yet living, and not fall un- 
“* der the power and juftice of Czelar? Now, if 
** chere appears nothing againtt us, upon any colour. 
*¢ able pretence, where is the ground of the accufa- 
** tion that expoles us for such impicus wretches 2 
“© Asto the death of our mother, it is a’confidera- 
** tion to make us rather cautious than cutragecus, 
«© We might multiply words; but there is no need 
** of excufing a thing that never was done; where. 
“* fore, we have only to beg of the mighty Crefar, 
** and at prefent our dovereign judge, that, if you 
** can, in your conicience, diicharge us of any far- 
“ ther fufpicion for the future, we may be allowed 
* to live, how miferable foever: for what can be 
“© more grievous than to lie under the imputation, 
** even though falfely, of the moft horrid of crimes? 
s* But if you go on fulpecting us, the torments of 
“* our own thoughts will put a period to our exitt- 
‘© ence without your help: for we are not fo fond 
“ of life, as to think of preferving it ro the torcure 
“* of him from whom we received it. “ 





















Cesefar who before could fearcely give credit to fo 
grofs acalumny, was greatly moved by this fpirited ceter ut 
addrefs of the young prince, which, added to the vi- theste 
fible effect it had upon the countenance of Herod, 2 
during the time of delivery, confirmed him in the Suni 
opinion of an iniquitous delign. The wholejcourt, als 
indeed, commiferated the cafe of the princes, and 
could not avoid cenfuring the conduct of the king, 
in commencing fo rigorous a profecution againtt 
them. In fine, from the improbability of the charge, 
and their concern for the lives of two moft pro- 
mifing youths, they determined to interpofe moft 
ftrenuoufly in their behalf. | The princes-continued 
in a ftate of dejection, anxioufly waiting the deci- 
fion of the cafe, while the king difcovered the ut- 
moft confufion, both in vilage and gefture; till, at 
length, Ceefar, having duly attended to what had 
pafied, delivered itas his opinion, “* That, although 
‘¢ the fons were entirely innocent of the charge al- 
 Jedged againit them, yet they were cenfurable in 
“* having given their father any fufpicion of the 1; 
‘* probability of the calumniating reports that had s« 
‘* been fpread concerning them. Upon the whole, »“ 
heacquitted them; and exhorted the father to banihh 
all groundlefs fuipicion, and admit them to former. 
favour and confidence, as the only means of elta- 
blifhing his and their prefent and future profperity. 
After this declaration and admonition, a fignal was yy 
given to the brothers to approach the imperial feat, 0 
near which ftood Herod. ‘They advanced with fuch 
becoming grace and modefty, and were about to ca 
themfelves at their father’s feet, with moft dutifu 
fubmiffion, when, with all paternal affection, he 
embraced them alternately, and gave every proo 
of the moft perfeét reconciliation. The furprize of 
this unexpected encounter drew rears of joy from 
the whole affembly, when, after mutual faluraztom, 
and the moft dutiful acknowledgment to Auguttus, 
Herod and the princés took their departure, tobe 
ther with Antipater, who hypocritically precended 
to rejoice at this recenciliation. ‘ 
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r laft days they abode at Rome, 

zetar with three hundred talents, 

feasbe- ye he was then exhibicing public ipectacles; and 

tae Cretar, in requital, beftowed upon him half the re- 

tae yerue of the copper-mines in Cyprus, andthechai ge 
of the other half, together with other honourable 
bounties and commiliions. With relpect to his go- 
vernment, he jefe ic in his own power to appoint 
which of his fons he pleated tor his fuccefior, or fo 
to diltribute that each of them might partake of the 
dignity: but declared he would by no means pernnut 
him to deprive himéfelf, during lite, of the power 
over his kingdom, or over his ions. 


Having adjutted thefe affairs, Herod returned, 
the rebels accompanied by bis three fons, to Judza. During 
hous: Hea his ablence, great part of his dominions about Tra- 
cael, chon had revolted; but were reduced to fubmiffion, 

by the vigilance and activity of his feveral gover- 
nors and officers, civil and military. Herod, and 
his fons, touching, upon their return, at Eleuta, 
acity in the diftrict of Cilicia, they mct with Ar- 
chelaus, king of Cappadocia, who received them 
kindly, and difcovered the utmoit plealure in find- 
ing a reconciliation was happily eitected, and that 
‘Alexander, who had married his daughter, was ac- 
quitted of the accufacion brought againit him. 
After a reciprocal exchange of jalutations and pre- 
jents, the two kings parred, and Eferod ict out for 
uda, whither, upon his arrival, he called an af- 
jembly of the people in the temple, where he related 
the tranlaétions which had pafied during his jour- 
ney, enumerated the particular honours conterreé 
upon him by Cselar, and, at length, direéted his 
{peech to the admonition or his fons, exhorting them, 
and the people in general, from the highelt to the 
lowett degree, to livein concord. He then inform- 
ed the multicude, thac he appointed his fons to be 
his fucceffors, Antipater firft, and then Alexander 
and Ariftobulus, the fons of Mariamne, in their 
order. During his life, he claimed all duty and 
citeem, as fovereign, from his own family, his off- 
cers, civil and military, and aj] ranks and degrees 
of fubjeéts. “Thete he enforced, and recommended 
us the only effectual means to promote good govern- 
ment on the part of me oats and confequently 
the general happinefs and profperity of prince and 
people. Waving fpoken’ to this purport, he dif- 
mifled the afembly. The fentiments he communi- 
cated coincided with the opinion of fome, but dif- 
fered much with that of others, who: looked upon 
the late contention amonait his fons, and the fubie- 
quent tranfaCtions, as introduétory of mifchievous 
innovations. 


Victod, on 
Fisreturn to 


CHAP. IX. 


Upen the finifoing of the building of Cefarca, Herod 
énftitures games in hencur of Augufius. Builds and 
adcris many places, aud perfarins Givers cétions to 
perpetuate his weinory. : 


PYAHE city of Cefarea was now finifhed in the 
fi tench ycar from laying the foundation of it, 
: the twenty-cighth of Elerod’s reign, and the 192d 
» Olympiad. The moft fumptuous preparations were 
made tor its dedication ; the moft expert matters in 
the different entertainments were engaged from all 
parts, fuch as muficians, fwordfmen, wreftlers, ra- 
cers, and the like, who were to exhibit, with the ut- 
molt dexterity, in their feveral profeffions. In fhort, 
ne colleéted entertainments in all their variery, 
Wrether exhibited at Rome, orin other places. 


Auguitus Cz lar,ancd, becaule it was to be repeated 
every filth year, ic was called, in the Roman Jan- 
RuIke, certamen quinguennale. It was attended with 
hnmenic expence tothe king, in contributing: mag- 
miheent curiofities to its pomp, collected, at any 
price, from all quarters: to add to which, Julia, the 
wie of Cafar, fence great partof her mof valuable 
Teal. eft > 
ay Palwas a the value of five -bundred ta- 
$3 at nothing was wanted ro compleat its 
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This feflival was inftitutred to the honour of 


furniture from Rome, with the choicett rarities of - 


fplendor. This grand feeétacle was attended by 
an innumerable concourie of people from all quar- 
ters; and ambaffadors, from divers potentates, re- 
jorted ro ig out of compliment to Fierod, who were 
all entertained ac the king’s charge, wich the cu- 
rious tpeétacles by day, and fumperucus fealts ar 
nighc; fo thac he acquired the reputation of a micit 
magnanimous and generous iriend. Tn every in- 
thance of this extraordinary cxbibicion, his smbiticn 
was to ecliple the glory of all thole thar had gore 
before; and itis related that Castfar and Agrippa had , 
been heard to fay, “* The dominions of bierod 
*“*were too little for-the grearnets of his onl.” 


After the ceremony of this feftival, Derod applied 
himfelf to the building of another city, upen a Med 
plain called Capharlaba, a fpot of ground agree- Mit Rye 
ably fituated for the convenience of wood and wa- ae 
ter, anda plantation of moit curious trees. “Vhis 
town he called Antipatris, from his father Ancipa- 
ter. Ete built, upon another foorof greund beyond 
Jericho, a delightiul feat, which he called Cypron, 
from the name of his mother. He alo dedicated 
feveral monumental itructures to the honour of Iris 
beloved brother Phafael; as frit 2 tower in the city 
itfelf, not inferior, in ftrengeh and magnitude, to 
that of Pharos, in Alexandria, to which he gave the 
name of Phaizel. After this he erected a town upon 
the north-lide of the valley of Jericho, which he 
called by the fame name, whereby he rendered the 
country more fruitful through the cultivation of 
the inhabitants he introduced, who were called 
Phasaclites. It would be endleis ro enumerate the Mered's te 

~ Se . cost beraliry te 

benefits he conferred on cities both in Syria and ¢orjenars, 
Greece, and 2)) the places through which he pafitd =~ 
in the courle of histour. Lie amply fupplied whac- 
ever could contribute tothe relief of their neceflities, 
and the advancement of their public works; nor 
did they want money to fupport then en the failure 
of their revenues. : 

But, as the moft magnificent and ifluftrious of all 
his undertakings, he rebuilt, at his own particular Retuilds 


’ : 3 ; he temple 
charge, the temple of Apollo, ac Rhodes, and be- fiom 


{towed upon the inhabitants a erent number of ta- at tiodes. 
Jents of filver for the repairs of their Mect. 
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“de ox- 
pended a vaft fum in the repair and finifhing of fe- 
veral public edifices for the inhabitanrs of bicopo- 
lis, near Actium. Healfo built two cloifters ac An- 
tioch, (the largeft city of Syria,) that ran acrois the 
town, witha wall betwixe them. ‘hey were magni- 
ficenthy adorned; and the ftreets were paved with 
polifhed Itone, which was of very great advantage P: 
to the inhabitants. He recovered the reputation of intances ef 
the Olympic games, which were in a low fkate, Bs men 
through want of money to fupport them, appointed 
revenues -for their maintenance, and rendered them 
more venerable as to iacrifices and pompous ex- 

ences; fo that, on account cf his great liberaliry, 

e was declared, in their inferiptions, to be a perpe- 
tual director of the games. 


For what has been already related concerning years 
the tranfactions of Fierod, his character muft ap- vertuiry 22 
pear extremely diverfifed. If we have refpect to temper 
his magnificence and liberality, ic will be impoffible 
to deny that he was of a beneficent difbefition. But 
if, on the other hand, we advert to the punifhmenr 
he infligted, and-the injuries he offered, not only to 
his fubjeéts, but bis neareft relations, we mult cun- 
fefs thar he was dead to the feelings of humanity. 

Upon this view of things, his very nature may feem 
to many, acontradiction in itleli; but Imuit differ 
from that opinion, and conclade, that the actions 
above-mentioned, iprang from one and the fame 
principle. Being a man ambitious of honour, he 
was induced ro be magnificent, wherever there 2p- 
peared any hopes of prefent reputation, or future 
memorial. As his profution exceeded his inconie, 
he became burthenfome to his fubjects; for his en- 
ormousexpences could not be fupoorted by julia 
able meafures. Ie was conicious of the hatred he 
had incurred through his oppreffion, as well as of 
the difficulty of appeafing thofe feditious cumules 
that muft enfuc there-upon, without cither reerench- 
ing his difburiemencs, or fhortcning his revenue. 
Thus circumftanced,. he endeavoured to render the 
sue 
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i\-will of his fabje€is conducive to his emoluments. 


- Tr, there/ore, any of his court was not oblequious to 


An embafly 
of the Jews 
fay, 





him in behaviour, or dropped the mott diftant hint 
of anv innovation in his government, they became 
the objeéts of his vengeance, and, though his very 
kindred and rrichds, were perlecuted with relent- 
leis cruelry. “Vhis arofe froma boundlefs ambition 
of being honoured; as did the monuments he erect- 
ed to Caelar, Agrippa, and other illuttrious friends ; 
intimating thereby, his defire of being honoured 


hindelY in ike manner, fo that the one might be° 


exemplary of the other. ‘Thefe dedications and ma- 
terials are repugnant to the Jewith laws, which pre- 
fer reétitude to glory; to thac the difpofition of our 
nation was not agreeable co that of the king, whofe 
anibition it was to be flattered with itatues, temples, 
“and other monumental honours; and, in a word, 
whole ambition was the fource and {pring of his li- 
berality to flrangers, and his oppreffien of his 
fubjects. 
CHAP. X., 

The Yeows petition Ccfar againft the Greeks. Copies of 
the decrees of Cafor and Agrippa in their favour. 
Ope Jews who dwelt in Afia, and in Cyrene, 
& in Africa, fuftained, at this time, the higheit 
injuries from the Greeks, who committed depreda- 
tions on them, under pretence that they carried their 
money out of the country; and, in many inftances, 
deprived them of those privileges and immiunitics 
they held, by grant of former kings, in common 


“with the reft ot the natives. As, upon remonitrance, 


Vhe devree 
of Auguilus 
Cagtars 


Arepalte 
af Ncteathas, 
Crit 


they found no redrefs of grievances, they fent de- . 


puties to Crefar, with an appeal againit the Grecks, 
which fo effe€lually prevailed with the emperor, 
thar he fent letters to the governors of the provinces, 
enjoining them to, confirm to the Jews the full cn- 
joyment of all their privileges and immunities as 
heretofore. Copies of thefe letters are hereunto 
fubjoined, as teltimonials of the fuvorable difpofi- 
tion of the Roman emperors towards our nation. 


i. Cul Auguftus, high-prieft, and tribune 
* of the people, ordains thus: Since the nation of 
“ the Jews hath becn found grateful to the Roman 
“ people, noc only at this time, but in time patt 
s¢ alto, and chiefly Flyrcanus, the high-prieft, under 
s my father Crelar, the emperor; ic feemed good to 
“© me, and my counfclors, according to the fentence 
* and oath of the people of Rome, that the Jews 
‘© have liberty to make ule of their own cufloms, 
* according tothe lawof their fathers, as they made 
“ nfe ot them under Fiyrcanus, the high-prief of 
te Almighty Gods and that their facred money be 
“ norrtoucheds; but be fent to Jerulalems and that 
& ir be cominitted to rhe care of the receivers ac 
“ Jorulalem; and thar rhey be not obliged to go 
* before any judge on the fabbath-day, nor on the 
“ dhey atthe preparecion co ir, after che ninth hour. 
* Butifany one be caughettealing their holy bouks, 
“or cheir dacred money, whether ic be out af the 
“e Fynapoegue, or public tehool, he fhall be deemed 
“a dacrilegious pafon, and his goods fhall be 
6 brought into the pubhe ereatury of the Romans, 
< And! give order, that the teltimonial which they 
“have Siven me, on account of my reyard to that 
“© piety which | exercie towards all mankind, and 
“out of reaard to Caius Marcus Cenforinus, tore. 
& cher with che prefene decree, be propoted in thar 
* mofk auinent place, which hath been confecrated 
* come by che community oF Afia, at Ancyra. sind 
“ifoany one trantarcis any parc at what is above 
“© deered, he thal) be Jeverely punithed?? ‘Uhis 
was duetibed pen a pillar in che temple of Citar, 


a.“ Crfar to Norbanus Placcus, fendeth preec- 
“inp. lier thole Jews, how many foever they be, 
“who have been ued, according to their ancient 
*onftom, to dend their fiesed money to Jerulalens, 
* lo the Lime dreeh? Whee were the'deerees of 
Cvuhar, 

2. Aprippa. alla, hinit-lfy wrote, alter the manner 


following, on behelt of che Jews, “Agrippa, to 


Boox xy 


© the magiflrates, fenate, and people of the Ephe 
*© fians, dendceth greeting. tL will thar the careand a 
** cuftody of the lacred moncy, that is carried to the 
“© temple at Jerufalem, be leit to the Jews or Afia, ¢ 
‘© to do with it according to their ancient culiom: : 
“© and that fuch as fteal that fdacred money of the 
“© Jews, and fly to a fanctuary, fhall be raken thence 
*¢ and delivered to the Jews, by the fame Jaw char 
*© facrilegious perfons are taken thence. 1 haveal. 
“* fo written to Sylvanus, the pratror, that no one 
* compel the Jews to come before a judge on the 
“* fabbath-day.” ‘ a 








« 4} Marcus Agrippa to the magiftrates, fenate, 
7 and people of Cyrene, fendeth greeting, ‘Phe *” 
ei Jews of Cyrene have interceded with me for the i; 
ae performance of what Auguttus fent osders about ™ 
., tO Flavius, the then praetor of Libya, and to the 
¢, other procurators of that province, thar the fa. 
x cred money may be fent to Jerufalem freely, as 
‘hath been their cuftom from their_foretzthers, 
SS they complaining that they are abufed by certain 
fe informers, aud, under pretence or taxes, which 
s. Were not due, are hindered from fending them, 
i which I commiund to be reftored, without any dj- 
& minution, or dilturbance given to them, Andit 
c, any of that facred money in the cities, be taken 
from their proper receivers, 1 farther enjoin thar 
the fame be exaétly returned to the Jews jn that 
place.” . 






5. “ Caius Norbanus Flaccus, preconful, to the &* 
« Magittrates of the Sardinians, fendech erecting. |, 
os Celar hath written to me, and commanded nie. 
Hot to forbid the Jews, how many foever chey be,“ 
from affembling together, according to the cul. 
= tom of their forelathers; nor trom iending their 
(, Money to Jerufalem. I have therefore written 
«, fo you, that you may know thar borh Coefar and 
I would have you act accordingly.” 






cc 








6. Nor did Julius Antonius, the preconful, write} 
otherwile. “To the magiftrates, fenate, and pro-; 

ple of the Ephefians, fendeth greeting, As Lo! 
“Was difpenfing juftice at Ephefus, on the ides of 
a February, the Jews, that dwell in Alia, demon- 
if ftratecl to me, that Auguttus and Agrippa had 
~ permitted them to ule their own laws and cuf- 
_ toms, and to offer thofe their firft fruits, which 
a. every one of them freely offers to the deity, on 
Ge Recount of piety; and to carry them in a com- 
ce pany together to Jerufalem, without difturbance. 
< Vhey allo petitioned me, that I alfo would con- 
a firm, what had been granted by Auguftus and 
ms Agrippa by my own fanction, T would therefoie 
7 have you take notice, that according to the wil 
a of Auguttus and Agrippa, [permit them to wh, 
5 and do according to, the cuftoms of their fule- 

fithers, without difturbance,”? 
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We have cited thefe inftances and precedents, thst 
the Greeks may find, on perufal, che honours wich y,,. 
have been done us by antiquity, and the privileges 
in poinr of cuitom, difeiplinc, and worlhip, Uist 
have been, from time to time, mranced us by by ke 
vereign powers, evento the tolerarion of our religions 
and the tervice of the tree God,  “Lhete decies 
arc alfo recorded to foften the prejudices which be 
deflitute of liberality and eandodr, entertain 
us. Nations ingeneral, and places in patticnhuy 
change in manners and cufloms, buc the grand Hi 
oO nature is immutably the fame, and extends 
diferently to Jews, Greeks, and Barbatines. (LC 
this principle our laws are formed and fo bene 
We maintain them. frered, we mull conciite O 
efteenrof all mankincd.  Lhis affords tac al Gay 
tunity oF recommending candour ane bencve! 
to men ofall perfuations, which, when they pre 
will reconcile those aniniofities char atile 20H) 
ference oCopinions, and recomend co alt gee” 
virtue, which isthe grand and folid bites af huies 
fucicty. . 
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CHAP. XI. 


Great family diffentions enfue upon TTerod’s rifling the 
fpulekre of David. Fudyurent infliSed on his guards. 
Yio bypocripy 

ar soon pet 
tie king’S reiahsouS. , 

“y weffions and cruelty, and is reduced to a flate of 

medilefs horror. 


4 YEROD having lavifhed vaftfumsin ottentatious 
fi munificence, both within and without his king- 
dom, ahd heard that Flyrcanus, his predecefior, had 
opened David's fepulchre, and taken out.of it three 
chouland calents of filver, and that there was a much 
greater number left behind, he determined on mak- 
ing thelike attempt. ‘Taking, eons him, 
fome of his canfidents, heconveyed himiehf by nighc 
jnto the fepulchre, but with all poffible caution, to 
keep it from the knowledge of the people. ‘He 
found a great ftore of rich plate and vefiels, both 
gold and filver, which he carried off, but was dif- 
appointed in his expeétdtion of money, as it had 
been all taken away by Hyrcanus, 
however, of making further Jearch, he advanced ti) 
he came co the very coffins in which the bodies of 
David and Solomon were depolited. Itis faid, thar 
two of his guards were killed by a Aath of fire which 
burlt our of the recets, which was interpreted as a 
judgmenton the rafhneis of the undertaking. Herod 
‘was fo alarmed at this prodigy, chat he not only 
guitted his defign of profecuting the fearch, but, to 
expiaite the facrilege in fomie meature, he ereéted a 
most fumptuous Monument of marble at the mouth 
ot the fepulchre, to bar ‘up the entrance: 


Nicolaus, the hiftorjan of thofe times, makes men- 
tion of this monamenc; but ts Sent as to, the king’s 
going down to the fepulchre, a circumftanceé fo im. 
pious and difhonourable, that he thought it expe- 
dient to fuppreds it, For, being cotemporary with 
the king, and writing his hiftory.under his imme- 


Llerod exervifes the greateft op-~ 


“tm 


diate intpeétion, he was under a neceffity of relating . 


fuch circumstances only as wouldtend tohis honour, 
without even pointing at thofe that would be pro- 
ductive of a contrary effect. The plan he adopted, 
was either to palliate or difguife his moft notorious 
cruelties, and, in fomeinftances, pafs them over un- 
noticed, T4fis partialicy, nay mifreprefentation, is 
evident in his plaufible colouring of the mufder of 
Mariamne, and the bafe indignities offered her two 
fons, Under pretext of incontinency in the onc, and 
adeGgn upon che life of the father in the other, 
Such actions as could be admitted praile-worthy, he 
extolled by the molt layith encomiums; while thote 
thac were highly repreheniible, were either extenua- 
ted, OF Dafledd over UNnoticced. ° Ie might be faid, in 
favour of Nicolaus, tha he wrote panegyric rather 
than hiftory, noc fo much forthe information of pol- 
icrity, asthe gracification of his patron. With refpect 
tomylcll!, beig nearly allied tothe Afmonean kings, 
and, on thac account, atcained to the dignity of the 
prictthood, itis my incumbent ducy to relate mac- 
ters. as I find chem, with all reverence to the defcen- 
dants OF thac prince, bur yet with an undeviacing 
regard to truth, to which Iam determined inllexibly 
ty adhere throughout the whole of my hiltory. 


‘Lhe troublesin } Terod’s family feemed to be much 
tupimented ater chis faerilegious attempt upon ‘the 
Jepulchre oF Davids whether from a judicial ven- 
Peances tO inercale former calamities 1o as to render 
them meurable, or whether forcune aifiiled him ata 


“yarucalarfealon, as a punifhment for his enormous 


CHmes, Cannoe be determined. “he feuds in his fa 
nily refenbled che tumule of a civil war, and were 
IMnatained by the joine eflects of outrage and ca- 
Jonny, but the prand means were the artifice and 
hy pocrilyor A utipeter, who, while, on the one hand, 
hetnborned his creatures to bring acculationsagainit 
his brothers, ated hited, on theocher hand, as an 
advociic in their detence; chinking, under this dil. 
He, to decor plith their deflruation, Ele wrought 
Mtarupoathe ling, bytheleartifices, chache looked 
Neon huvas che pusrdimn of his life: nay, fo higsh 
aa vpinion had he of his fidelity, that he recom- 
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of Autipeter, and general fallacy of 


Being defirous,” 
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mended his prime minifter Prolemy, to advife with 
Antipacer on the moft important concerns of {tates 
fo that thefe two, in concurrence with the mother, 
might be faid co mould the king cither into love or 
hatred, as bet fubferved their particular imecrefts. 


Alexanderand Ariftobulus, on theother fide, who 
were men poileiled of a due Jeni¢ of honour, could 
not tamely jubmit to fo indign a degradation, as te 
be trampled on by their interiors. Vheir wives were 
affected in the famemanaer. Glaphyra, thedaughter 
of Archelaus, and wife of Aiexander, detelted Sa- 
Jome, both from the love fhe bore her huiband, and 
atemale jealoufy, en feeing the daughter or Sa- 
lome, who was married to Ariftobulus, put upon 
the fame level with herielF. ; 

There fell out, at the fame time, another unfortu- 
nate circumftance, tharengzuged Pheroras, the king?s 
brother, in the dijpute, which arofe; at length, to 2 
high degree of jealouly and hatred. Ierod made 
an offer to Pheroras of his daughter in marriage: 
but he urged,in excule for refufal, that he was def- 
perately enamoured with another, whom, though of 
very interior rank, he was determined to marry. 
Herad could nor but lay this indignity to heart, ef 
pecially froma brother, to whom he had given fuch 
a proof of affectionate regard, as toadmit him to a 
{hare of the government. But finding himfelf at 
length fo ungratefully requited, the honour he of- 
fered him rejected, his good intentions difappointed, 
and that he could not by any means bring him to 
reafon, he married his daughter to the fon of Pha- 
fael, his eldelt brother. Some time atter, however, 
when he thought his brother’s love'had cooled in a 
degree, he went to him, reprehended him jor his 
former conduct in giving him fucha repulfe, and, 
as 4 ftrefh initance of his affection, made him’ a fe- 
cond offer of his other daughter, whofe name was 
Cypras, 

In confequence of this propofal, Pheroras applied 
to Ptolemy, whoadvifed him, ty all means, to clote 
with his brother; nor hazard his fortune, as well as 
quiet, in the lots of the king’s favour, which would 
fubject him to the moit imminent danger, and all 
through means of giving way toa ridiculous amour, 


. Pheroras approved the counfel, and embraced its 


begged the king’s pardon; and putting away his 
wife, although he had one child by her, promifed the 
king, within a month, to marry his iecond daugh- 
ter; binding himtelf by oath to hold no farther 
converfation with her whom he had renounced. 


But when the thirty days were clapfed, Pheroras 
became tuch a flave ro his paffions, that, regardlefs 
of his proniife given ro the king, he took the former 
woman home, and cohabired with heragain. ‘Lhis 
incenled J-ierod to fuch adegree, that he could not 
reftrain his wrath, nor keep from the bitterelt invec- 
tives on his brother, for a conduét at once io dil- 
honourable and perfdious. As there were not want- 
ing, incendiaries to blow up the fame of domeitic 
diicord, Jicrod was deprived of all the peaceful en- 
joyments of life, cireumftances furnifhing inceffane 
occafions for quarre) amongft his ncarett and dearett 
relations. So deadly was the hatred of Salome to 
the fons of Marianne, that the would not fufter her 
daughter to enjoy fo much as the conjugal conver- 
fation OF her Own-hofband Ariftobulus, but tan 
pered with her to difclofe what had pated between 
them 19 private; and if, at any time, an occurrence 
had made a difagreement betwixt chem, fhe was par- 
ticularly careful to widen the breach, and did her 
urmoft cndeavour to bring icta amucual hatred. 
By thefe means fhe became acquainted with all their 
concerns, and induced her daughter co divulge whac 
fhe hac heard from the brothers when they were by 
themilelves, refpectine Marianne and their farher, 
whom fhe declared they hated; and were continually 
threatening, if once they got pofefion of the king 
dom, they would make Herod’s fons, by his other 
wives, country ichoolmaflers, as their prelenteduen- 
tion, and their diligence in learning, fully qualified! 
them for thacemployment. She added, that rhey 
declared, iFever they faw any of Elerod’s women 
adorned With their mother’s jewels, they would cauty 
tham to be cloathed in fackcloth, and confined fo 

“het clolely, 
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clofely, that they fhould nor fee the light of the fun. 
Thefe tales were carried by Salome to the king, 
who, thoughthey could not but give him much con- 
cern, endeavoured to make matters up by fair means 
rather than foul; fo that having rebuked his fons, 
and heard the defence they made, he contented him- 
felf, forthe prefent; but foon after he was_ befet 
- with fevere trials. 


"i ’ Pheroras informed Alexander, the hufband of Gla- 
iterodis.  phyra; who was ‘daughter of -Archelaus, king of 
‘alumniated Cappadocia, that he had heard from Salome, that 
by Pheroras F4erod was enamoured of Glaphyra, and that his 
paffion for her was unconquerable. Alexander, upon 
hearing this, from his youth and jealouly, was all on 
fire, and concluded it was true, trom obfervations 
he had made of Herod’s obliging behaviour to her, 
This ftrong fufpicion made fuch an impreffion upon 


him, that he went immediately to his father, and, _ 


with tears in his eyes, told him what had_paffed be- 

tween him and Pheroras. This calumniating fug- 

geftion incenfed Herod more than ever, as it pro~ 

ceeded from one of his own family, to whom he had 

ever rendered all the good offices within his power; 

fo that he fent for Pheroras, and upbraided him, in 
Severely up the fevereft terms, with ingratitude, and the vileft 
braids him. deceit. . 


Pheroras; in order to exculpate himfelf, declared 

Pheroras 
pnerers,. that Salome was the framer of the plot, and.that he 
tome, who had the ftory from her mouth: but happening to be 
exculpates at hand, fo as to hear this declaration, fhe vehe- 
sre mently exclaimed, that it was a malicious falfhood, 
contrived to take away her life, in revenge for the 
zeal and affection fhe had fhewn for the faving of 
the king’s, who, at this inftant, fhe averred, was in 
greater danger than ever. She-added, it was no 
wonder that Pheroras {hould hate her, as fhe was the 
only perfon who perfuaded her brother to put away 


the wife he now had, and to take the king’s daugh- ° 


ter. As fhe faid this, fhe tore her hair, and beat 
her breaft, and gave proof of the greateft acts of 
ia diffimulation. _ Pheroras was now in the greateft 
anxiety of mind, between two inextricable difficul- 
‘ties; for he could neither deny what he told to Alex- 
ander, or difprove what Salome had faid to him. 
They, however, maintained the difpute a confider- 
able time, till Herod, being difgufted with the fub- 
.jeét, difmiffed them both; highly commending the 
moderation of his fon, as well as his candour, in 
coming fo frankly tg him with the'ftory. Salome 
incurred the difgrace of being the fuppoifed author- 
els of this calumny, and the king’s wives were ready 
to. avail themfelves of it, fo that he was inceffantly 
difturbed with complaints from one or the other, 
and his uneafinefs was not a little increafed by the 
following incident. 


_Obodas was at that time king of Arabia, a prince 
totally addicted to indolence. Flisaffairs wereunder 
the fole management of Syllaus, aman of graceful 
perfon and addrets, and inthe prime of life. This 
Sylaeus, coming upon fome occafion to Herod, 
and feeing Salome, became enamoured of her, and 
made her an overture of marriage. Salome;: lofing 
her brother’s efteem daily, difcovéred no averfion 

: to the propofed match; jo that, upon farther con- 
The amours yerfation, it was obferved, by their countenances 
of Sue". and geftures, that the amour advanced on both fides. 
‘ The women acquainted the king with the affair, and 
reprefented it in a moft ridiculous light. But Herod. 

did not give credit to it, till having fet Pheroras as 

afpy over them, he brought him word, that, by 

what he had gathered from the information of looks 

and figns, there was an amour between them. Syl- 

Jaeus, foon after this, took his departure; but wirhin 

the courfe of two or three months returned, and 

treated with Herod himfelf concerning. the match, 
pointing outrhe advantages that would accrue there- 

from to him, ‘not only in point of commerce, but 

with refpeét to hisown right to a confiderable part 

of the country already. Uhe king, upon this, afked 


his fitter if fhe was difpofed to the match; and fhe, | 


without hefitation, replied in the affirmative. But 
when Syllaus was intormed of the neceffity of con- 
forming to the Jewith religion, if he efpoufed the 
king’s fifter, he could noc aifentto thefe terms, af- 
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- gut trial or conviction, though he perfifted in the « 


| and thofe in particular to whom he had been mo 
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figning, asa reafon, that the Arabians. would ftone Tr 
him to death; and fo.che treaty ended. erpras ist 
from hence took occafion to hint to the king? thar * 
Salome had, in fome degree, fullied her reputation. 
while his wives peremptorily charged her with jn? & 
continence. ; os 
Herod now determined, at the importunity of Sa. 
lome, to marry his own daughter, whom Pherorag 
had refuled, to a fon Salome had by Coftobarus. Bu; 
Pheroras diffuaded him from it, alledging, thar 
fenfe of the death of his father would cool his af. 







. feétion, and adviled iin rather.to give her to his #= 


own fon, who was to fucceed himin the government, .2"" 
The king took his counfel, gave her an hundred ta. tetaw 
lents for her portion, and all former mifanderftand. * 


ings were forgotten. 


















































Norwithftanding this compromife between Herod 
and his brother Pheroras, feuds and animofities {tj}] New ets 
prevailed in his family. It feems he had three ap. =" 
tendant eunuchs, for whom he had a great partiali. oe 
ty; and that fome officious tale-bearer had toldhim, 
that Alexander had been tampering with them, for 
afum of money, to betray him. Upon this infor. 
mation, the eunuchs were put to the torture, to dif 
cover what had paffed between them and Alexander; 
They contfeffed that they had fome coriference with 
Alexander, but denied any knowledg? of his hay. 
ing a treafonable defign upon the life of his father. 
The tormentors, ac the inftance of Antipater, 
preffed them itill harder and harder, til], ar length, 
in the extremity of anguifh, they declared, “ That", 
** Alexander bore ’a mortal hatred to his father, tes as 
“© and endeavoured to feduce them from their alle. 
*¢ giance to him, as a prince infirni and impotent, “"* 
** though he ufed artifices to conceal the decay of na- 
*¢ cure: that, if they would come over. to him, they 
“© fhould foon be preferred to the firlt offices of ftate; 
** as the government muft not only defcend to him 
‘Sof courfe, but matters were fo concerted, as to 
“© put it out of his father’s power to difappoint it, 
*¢ as he had formed a powerful party among the 
officers and the king’s friends, who were deter- 
** mined to ftand by him at the hazard of their lives 
“© and fortunes.” : 


. 


a: 


a 


a 


Herod was greatly agitated by this confeffion, #4 
which carried in it both reproach and menace, and, 
for fome time, at a lofs how to proceed, in order 
to prevent furprize, and avoid impending danger. 
Upon deliberation, it appeared moft expedient not 
to go openly to work, but carry on his defign of de- 
tection-by fpies and. informers. He was now ! 
fraught with fufpicion and hatred againft all about 
him; and, by indulging thofe fufpicions for the fake 
of his prefervation, he continued to fufpect thole 
who were guiltlefs. Nor did he fet any bounds 00 py, e:. 
his fufpicions; for the nearer the relation, the great- vst 
er was his apprehenfion, as fuppofing they had bet- re 
ter opportunity of effecting his deftruction. With 
refpect to fuch as were totally detached from him, 
the flighteft, information was their certain deftruc- 
tion. The fituation of his attendants and domettics 
was fingularly embarraffing; for their only fecurity 
was to caluminiate each other; .by which practice, 
even when they fucceeded, they drew upon them- 
felves fuch envy and deteftation, that feldom failed 
of meeting with its defert. So it was alfo with re- 
{peét to private pique;.for, informers were generally 
entrapped in the dnare they laid. for others. The 
king had occafionally fome qualms of confcience, Sm 
tor taking away the lives of fuch members with- ¢ 


fame iniquitous and cruel proceedings. At length, 
however, in the conclufion, and after the deftruc- 
tion of fo many innocents, he was fo_far commen- 
dable, as to execute juftice upon the falfe witneffes, 
who had fo vilely jold the blood of their fellow- 
creatures. . 


. 


é * 3 7 
The palace was now ina ftate of diftraction 5 ic 
many of the king’s friends were banifhed ‘thence, “ 


attached, as Andromachus and Gemellus,, twou 
his principal favourites. Thiefe minifters had ferve 


him both abroad and at home, in embaffies an 
cuoncils, 
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councils, in the careful education of his fons, and, 
sn fine, in offices of the greateit truitand Lies 
He renounced Andromachus, tor_ the. ‘Kin pee 
‘Alexander had fhewn to his-fon Demeu ius; ay 
Gemellus, for the refpect he bore to Nesey ha- 
ving been his tutor and companion 1n re to 
Rome. ° It is probable. he would have treate aes 
with more feverity, had he not been awed by t ee 
great popularity.s fo that he contented hinielf, A 
depriving them of their offices, and banifhing t nen 
the court, that he might carry on his crue} purpoies 
without controul. _ 

Thele difafters,; fo difgraceful to Herod, as-a 
prince and aman, fprang from the pernicious coun- 
felsof Antipater, who, finding him fearful and fulpi- 
cious, infinuated himfelf into his confidence, gra- 
tihed his humour, and cauled him to imbibe, as a 
political maxim, “* that it is neceffary to make fure 
© of all thofe who have power’to do milchict. 
[Jerod followed this maxim; for when he had ex- 
pelled Andromachus, a d the reft of his friends, 
who had the honefty and courage to tell him plain 
truths, and gave him wholefome advice, he put all 
the confidents of Alexander tothe queition, concern- 
ing treafonable plots and commotions, when they 
all died upon the torture, having nothing to contets. 
This generous conftancy being taken for obitinacy, 
induced this fulpicions and cruel prince to increafe 
the torments: though with thisextremity they could 
hot extort the fhadow of a difloyal thought expreff- 
ed at any time by his fon Alexander, Antipater, 
with his wonted artifice, infinuated, that it was a 
poinc of honour in them, rather to deny the truth in 
queftion; than violate the crutt repofed in them, by 
which means he incited Herod to attempt to difco- 
ver, by the torture of great numbers, what attempts 
might be concealed. 


- Atlength, one under torture declared, that when 
Alexander was commended, asa graceful perfon, and 
afkilful-emarkfman, he obferved, that thefe quali- 
fications, given by nature, though defirable in them- 
lelves; were not advantageous to him, as they ex- 
cited. the envy and jealouly of his father. He added, 
thac when he walked along with his father, he en- 
deavoured to deprefs and fhorten himfelf, that he 
might not appear too tall; and that when he was 
hunting; if his father was near, he.miffed his mark 
from defign, as he knew his father was ambitious of 
excelling in thole exercifes. , Upon this prerended 
difcovery, they refpited the man’s torture; . and he 
proceeded with his declaration, that Alexander and 
Ariftobulus had_ entered into a, confpiracy once to 
take away their father’s life as he was hunting, and 
if they fucceeded, Alexander was to fly to Rom2, to 
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Herod, that he immediately ordered the ftricteit 
enquiry to be made after the poifon, but could ob- 
tain no information. 


. . Alexander was fo far from finking under this op- oyananey 
preffion, that he neither atternpted denial ordetences and refolu- 


partly co exafperate his father, by fhewing contempt 
on his outregeous behaviour, and partly to puc him 
to thame, for his abturd credulity and fufpicion. He 
tent him four letters, in which he gave him to un- 


. derftand, that he need not torture any more people 


upon gueftions co learn the truch of things, as he 
could affure him there was a confpiracy againtt his 
life, and that Pheroras, and feveral others, whom 
he leait fufpeéted, were concerned in it. He told 
him of she indecent behaviour of Salome; and, ina 
word, alfured him, that.there was a general refo- 
lution formed for taking him off, as neither treedom 
or happinefs could be expected while he was 
living; and. emongit the hit of confpirators were 
two, named Prolemy and Sapinnius, in whom he 
mott confided. . 


The court, at this time, refembled a den of feroci- 
ous animals, rather than a fociety of the moft po- 
lithed of mankind, as nothing prevailed therein, but 
calumny, treachery and murder. The palace, which 
was the Jeat of mirth and feftive fport, was now be- 
come the manfion of gloomy defpair; and Herod 


was as weary of his own life, as he had made others : 


comes truly’ 
milerable, 


of theirs, for, as he could not repofe confidence. in 
any man living,his prefent ftatewas truly miferable; 
and he had no profpeéct before him, but that of con- 
fulion and horror. He could not be faid toenjoya 
moment’s reft, Meeping or waking,, for hideous re- 
prelentations, and horrid imaginations. At one 
time fancy would poing out to him his fon with a 
dagger at his breaft, aid at another time fuggeft 
fome tremendous idea; fo that, in a word, he was 
as miferable as conicious guilt, and the dread of 
juftice, could poffibly make him, 


CHAP. XII. 


Archelaus, hing of Cappadocia, interpofes to affef? are-. 
conciliation between Alexander and his father. Phe- 
roras obtains pardon of Hered, who goes to Rome, 
and reconciles Litus, governor of Syria, to Archelaus, 


¥ HEN Archelaus heard of the diftracted flate 
, of derod’s mind, through the fufpicions and 
diffentions which prevailed in his family, he deemed 
it the part both of a father and a friend, to exert 
his beft endeavours to compofe, the. differences be- 


twixt the king and his daughter dnd fon-in-law, _ 


for Whom he had a very great_affection. When he 


found, upon his arrival, that Herod was almoft tran- 4 ychetans's 
? ? eons 27 Archelaus’s 
{ported beyond the. bounds of reafon, he thought it mrewa ma- 
imprudent to reprove him, or charge him with the nasemene 
rafhnefs of his conduét, as it would moft probably {Es jes 
bring on a difpute, thar would defeat.the defign.on concited to 


which he came. : He therefore transferred the blame is father. 


demand the fucceflion., I‘here were certain letters 
allo produced trom him to his brother, complaining 
of his father, for giving away two hundred talents a 
year inJand to Antipater. Herod looked upon all 
i this as fufficicnt evidence to confirm the fufpicion he 
Bit mate had of his children, and, in confequence, hiad his fon 








i 


feion 


banoe 


apprehended and miade.prifoner; not that he gave 
much credit co what he heard, as they could have.no 
intereftin his deftruction; nor was it probable they 
fhould go to Rome to folicit his kingdom, after a 
molt notorious parricide. Inthe mean time, how- 
ever, Alexander beingimprifoned, withoutany plau- 
fible pretext to j uftify fuch a menace in the opinion, 
of the multitude, Herod could not think himfelf 
fecure, without giving them fome fatisfaCtory rea- 
son; and, to that end, put divers of Alexander’s con- 
fidents and friends to the torture, and afterwards to 
Ceath, in order to colour the pretence of his guilt, 
but they could not bring them to confefs. - 


_ While the palace was in this. confufion, and no-- 
thing to be feen or heard of but cumult, terror, and 
torment, a young man, in the utmoft agony of tor- 
ture, confeffed that Alexander had written to feme 
iriends of his at Rome, to inform Ceefar, that there 
a aconfpiracy againft him, and that if he was 
ae for thither; he would difcovéric, for that his 
eek had abandoned the interéft of Rome, to treat 
eae pindates, king of the Parthians; adding 
Net » that there was a poifon already prepared at. 

Kalon. This accufation had fuch credit with. 


to Alexander, declaring the king had done nothing. 
but.whart was juft and honourable; and that, for his 
part, he would totally rejeé&t Glaphyra as a daugh- 
ter, if he fhould find fhe had been privy to a.plot, 


‘and. noe difcovered it... This affeéted zeal of Ar- 


chelaus in-vindication of Herod, brought him, upon 
reflection, to a fenfe of his late conduct, fo that he. 
greatly abated of his rigour towards hisfon. From 
this fudden change of difpofition the king, who. 
lately accounted every man his enemy: thar fpoke. 
in favour of Alexander, now burft intro tears on 
hearing Archelaus cenfure him feverely; and re- 
quefted lie would not tranfport himfelf to thar de- 
gree of paffion, for the folly and rafhnefs of an in- 
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experienced youth. i 
When Archelaus had thus brought Herod into a 
more tractable temper, he pas the matter, by 
transferring the blame to the advice of evil coun- 
fellors; obferving, it muft be owing to. them, that 
a young man, who had no malice in his nature, was 
corrupted; and that he apprehended there was more 
reafon to fufpeét the brother than the fon. This 
excited Herod’s difpleafure with. Pheroras, who, 
refleéting that Archelaus had the greateft infl uence 
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with his brother, moft importunately ‘requefted his 
interceMfion with him in his behalf. -Archelaus did 
not reject his fuit, bur gave him to underitand, that 
he could not undertake to change the king’s dilpo- 
fition towards him immediatély, recommending to 
him, as his beft advice, to calt himfelf at his bro- 
ther’s feet, confeis bimielf the caute of all the ca- 
lamities of the family, and humbly implore his 
pardon and forgivenels. By following the advice 
of Archelaus, Pheroras gained his point in both 
refpeéts; for che calumnies railed againit Alexander, 
were, beyondallexpedlation, wiped off; and Herod, 
at the initance of Archelaus, was reconciled to his 
brother. Elerod was fo fenlible of the obligations 
he lay under to the king ot Cappadocia, that, on his 
return to his own country, he diimiffed him with the 
mott valuable prefents. It was agreed upon be- 
tween the two kings,'that Herod fhould go. to 
Rome, to inform Czar of the prefent ftate of his 
family, as he had written to him upon thar fubject. 
‘They went together as far as Antioch, where He- 
rod effeéted a reconciliation between Archelaus and 
Titus, the governor of Syria, and then returned 


to Judaea. 
CHAP. XIII 


Revolt of the people of Trachon. They are overcome 
by Herod’s troops, and received and protedied by 
Sylleus. Elerod applies to the Roman governors to 
deliver up the rebels, who order fatisfattion io be 
made him, ; . 

N Herod’s return from Rome, a war broke out 
between him and the Arabians, on the follow- 

ing occafion. ‘The inhabitants of Trachon, a pro- 
vince that Czefar had taken.away from Zenodorus, 
and given to Herod, when they could no longer 
live by pillaging, were reduced to the neceffity of 
following agriculture, an employment that yielded 
them neither fatisfaétion or .profit. Herod, for 
fome time, maintained a degree of order among ft 
them, and reftrained them from making depreda- 
tions on their neighbours, by which he acquired a 
delerved reputation. But, upon his going to Rome, 
to accufe his fon Alexander, and commit Antipater 
to Crefar’s protection, the ‘Trachonites fpread a ru- 
mour of his death, revolted from his dominion, and. 
betook themfelves again to their accuftomed way of 
pillaging their neighbours, But they were quickly 
jupprefied by the king’s troops. Only forty of the 
heads of them made their efcape, and retired into 
Arabia, where Sylzeus ({till difgufted at the refufal 
of Salome) afforded them an hofpitable entertain- 
ment within a well fortified place. From thence 
they not only over-ran Judea, but Ccelo-Syria, 
and carried of their prey; while Syllaus afforded 
them protection during their iniquitous practices. 


When Herod returned from Rome, and found his 
dominions had futtained great injury from them, 
and that he could not come within reach of the 
tree-booters themfelves, fo long as they were under 
the protection of the Arabians, he was fo incented, 


that he made an incurfion into Trachon, where he | 


put whole families to thefword. | This tranfported 
them to fuch a degree of rage, being obliged by the 
jaw of their country,to avenge themfelves on. the 
murderers of their kindred, that Hered’s domi- 
nions were never free from their incurfions. Un- 
der thefe circumftances he applied himfelf to Satur- 
ninus ane Volumnius, Cacfar’s governors of thofe 
provinces, todeliver thofe plunderers into his hands. 
This requifition enraged them the more; and col- 
lecting in’ a body, to the number of a thoufand, 
they ranged up and down, committing depredations 
in town and country, and laying all wafte before 
them, {fo that their. proceedings had, in every re- 
dpeét, the appearance of a war. Herod, therefore, 
infifted on the free-booters being delivered up, and 
the re-payment of the fixty talents which he, by the 
hands of Syllzus, had lent to Obodas. 


Syilssus, who had now ufurped the government 
ef Obodas, denied that the plunderers were in 
I 


‘procally deliver up the jubjeéts on each fide. This * ! 
te. nee 


> 
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Arabia, and put cf the payment of the money, sii 

the Roman governors, Saturninus and Vélumninys. % 
ordered the debt to be fully difcharged within thei! 
compats of thirty days, and that they fhould rece ma 










mandate expofed the fallacy of Sylleus; for not® 
one Arabian had taken fanctuary with Herod, while 
great numbers of robbers were found’ under the 


. protection of the Arabians. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Syll.cus violates his word. Herod obtains permifion ig 
recover his right by force. Takes Rie by Prine 
Defeats the Arabians. Marches with three thoufand 
Idumeans to Trachon. pee 


Vy BEN the time appointed for the payment of 
the money, according to the order of the'Ro.- Sires 
man ReNcrions was paft, without Syllzus having 
fulfilled his agreernent, Herod, hearing he was 2" 
gone to Rome, peremptorily demanded fatisfaétion, Rex, 
both as to the debt, and the delivering up of the 
plunderers. But finding the Arabians obftinately 
perfift in withholding juftice, he obtained permif- 
fion of Saturninus and Volumnius, to atrempr the 
recovery of his right by force; and, in three days, 
made _a confiderable progrefs with an army into | 
Arabia. Arriving at length at the cattle called Rep- | 
ta, whither the free-booters had retired.for fhelter, 
he took it by affault, and then demolifhed the for. 
tifications, without doing the leaft injury to the in- 
habitants. . In the mean time Nacebus, the Arabian 
general, advanced with a reinforcement to the fuc- 
cour of his party, and there enfued an éngagement 
in_ which the army of Herod futtained very lictle 
lofs; but many of the Arabians, together with their 
general, were flain, and the remainder feattered and 
put to flight. ioe 8 


The king having now chaftifed thefe free-booters 
marched with 3900 Idumzzans into the country of 
Trachon, in order to. keep_the plunderers: in that 
quarter under reftriction. Herod fent a particular 
account of thefe proceedings to the Roman gover- 
nors in Phoenicia, giving them to underftand, that 
he had not exceeded the ‘bounds of his commifion, 
in bringing to condign punifhment the refractory 
Arabians, which, upon an invéftigation of the mat- 
ter, they found to be confiftent with the authority 





he had received from the Roman ftate. 


CHAP XV. 


Sylleus gives falfe intelligence at Rone, and prefents 
Cafar with the particulars. Cafar, ina letter ofre- 
proof, cenfures the conduit of Flerod. The infotcnce 
of the Arabians. Herod’s ambaffadors are denied 
audience of Cafar. Death of Obodas, and fircceficn 
of Aretas, whofe ambaffaders and prefents are rofnfed 
by Cefar. Nicolaus, of Damafeus, is fenton ar 
embaffy by Herod, | 


UA confequence of Herod’s conduét towards the 
Arabian free-booters, Syllaus haftened to Rome, 
where he totally mifreprefented every circumftance ™ 
concerning jt. He had already infinuated himlelf fo 
far as to be perfonally known to Czfar, to whom, 3s 
he was walking before his palace, he addrefled 2 
complaint of Herod’s having entered Arabia with 
an army, overturned the government, ravaged the 
country, lain 2500 noble Arabians upon the, {pot 
with his friend and_kinfman Nacebus, their £¢- 
neral, amongft the reft, pillaged Repta of vaft trea- 
fure that was depofited there, and all this through 
the advantage he took of the infirmities of Obo- 
das, who had neither troops in readinefs to oppole. 
him, or a general in his abfence fir for commane. 
Sylleus added invidioufly, that he would not 
have undertaken this journey to Rome,, but in ull 
confidence that Czefar would provide for the pub- 
lic peace of all his people; and that, had 


been there, he would have exerted himfelf in fuch 
amannel, 
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cn manher as would not have redounded either to th Aviftobulus. The brothers profecuted upon Salomte’s 
honour or advantage of Herod. . information. Examination of Glapkyra and Alex~ - 
i efentation of the matter enraged Ceefar ander, who deny the charge. Cafar'ts reconciled L 
“ a ¥ > 2 adag Jy3 7, rs fae 
ansenouired of Fierod’s friends, as well as his own, s [ae eid eae oH Ee ee am 
- 1s 5 orn oe ie ena eee . OU, . 
who lately came out of Syria, whether or riot Herod lates his oath: Cafar fends Herod a letter of con- 
had led his army to any place oa of his own jurif- : 


dition. When this could not be denied, he ad- dolence. 
mitted che truth of all chac had been laid before him 
by Syllzeus, and immediately fent a letcer of reproot 
to Herod, giving him to underiland, that ‘* where- 
‘as formerly he had uled him as his triend, he fhould 
now treat him, as his jubject.”  Syllazus alio wrote 
an account of this to the Arabians, who, finding 
that Elerod was in difgrace with Caelar, neither de- 
livered up the robbers; who had fled co them, or 
paid the money that was due; according to the con- 
rraét fubfitting between them. The people of Tra- 
chon, availing themlelves of this opportunity, role 
againft the garrifons in Idumaa, joined the Arabian 
ve ravagers, laid _watte the country, and took ample 
im. vengeance of Flerod for his late rigorous proceed: 
ings againtt chem. 

Herod, having loft the favour of Caefar, was un- 
der a neceffity of bearing thefe infults, for both his 
courage and credit had tailed him. He endeavoured 
to exculpare himself by his ambaffadors, who were, 
at firft, denied audience, and afterwards perempto- 
riy diimiffed, without any attention being paid to. 
the bufinets of their embaffy: © Herod could not ° 
butentertain apprehenfions of the jubtie infinua- 
tions of SyHaus, who improved the difpleaiure of 
the emperor to his own advantage; and finding him 
extremely credulous, and pliantto his will, made the 
belt of his opportunity to work: ‘upon him in his 
own behalf co the prejudice of Eferod. 


Cbodas being dead, and fucceeded by Afneas, 
whole name, on hisacceffion to the government, was 
changed to Aretas, Sylleus endeavoured, by calum- 
nies end prefents to Auguftus, to bring about his 
expulfion from his principality, .and engrols the 
power to himielf: He was induced to this atcempt 





EROD’s family was now in a ftate of the ut- 
molt diltragtion, through the prevalence of in- 
teitine jealoulies, which threatened the dirett cala- 
_ Mitiess and chiefly arofe upon che following occalion: 
There was one Eurycles, a Lacedemonian,a man of Eurycles 
noble extraction, but perverle dilpofition, and an Ansnuates 
: : . * . humfelf into 
adeptin all the arts of the profoundefl difimulation. we riende 
This Rurycles cultivated the triendthip ot Herod, thiy of Hee 
through a mutual exchange of preients, aad othe: md Ant- 
. * . ~ oe pater and 
good offices with him in the houfe of Antipatcr, Sigdnders 
by which means he became familiarly acquainted 
with Alexander, as pretending to him that he was 
in great favour with Archelaus, king of Cappado- : 
cia, and alfo thac he entertained the highetl refpect ‘ 
for Glaphyra. Under this temblance he minutely 
obferved whatever pafled in the tamily, in.order to 
avail himielf as opportunity might offer. In fine, 
he was fo arch an hypocrite, as to conceal his de- 
figns fromthe keeneit penetration; and, though a 
monfter of perfidy, pafs upon mankind as the moft 
ingenuous and difinterefted man in the world. By 
his arts he obtained the confidence of Alexander, 
who difclofed to him all his fecrets, and reposed in 
him an unlimited trutt. He gave hima detail of his 
misfortunes,. fuch as the unkindnefs ot his tather, 
the death of his mother, and the increafing power 
and influence of Antipater. Hle reprelenced his op- 
preffion as intolerable, as the king’s averfion was be- 
‘come fo inveterate, that he would not admit bis 
children to his table nor converfarion. Thefecom- 
plaints Alexander creduloufly imagined would ‘e- 
main undilclofed in the breaftor Kurycless but they Obtat 
. . ains ree 
were all by him conveyed to Antipater, whom he yards trom 
told, that he did not bring hirn the information from Annpater, 


irom the difguft that Caefar took to Aretas, toren- }} any interefted view, but trom a motive of triend- Herod and 
tering upon the adminiftration without his know- || thin, and a fenfe of the very ssreat importance of the “24s 
ledge and content, The new king tent ambafla- |} concern, warning him, at the tame time, to beware 
ders co. Catlar, with complimentary letters, and |}: o¢ Alexander ETE, . 
magnificent prefents, and, amongtt the rett, a gol- ; Rega eee 
den crown of immenie value, “Thele letters con- Antipater looked upon this as a fingular inftance - 
tained a pofitive charge againft SyNzeus for poifon- of thé refpect and friendfhip of Eurycles, made ac- 
ing his fovereign Obodas, ufurping his government, knowledgment of it by very confiderable prefents, 
debauching the wives of the Arabians, and taking || and at length related che purport of the information 
up vait fums of money to accomplifh his purpoles. to Herod. The king was fo prepoffeffed with a ‘dif- 
But Caefar rejeced his embatfy, as he had done that pofition to believe every evil report againtt Alex. 
Sof Herod, without paying the leaft regard to lis || ander, thar, through the force otf fuch prejudice, 

ew of accufation of Syleeus. and divers ambiguous hints in the courfe of conver- 

f In the mean time affairs in Judasa and Arabia be- Ee eoraces a hatred for him more implas 
came more.and more perplexed, partly through the : ae é 

| anarchy and confufion which prevailed, and partly Having obtained frorn him a prefent of fifty ta- 

t becaule there was no rule ‘maintained; one of the {| ents for his fuppofed generous fervice, the perfi- 

} kings being not yet eftablifhed in his government, dious Eurycles went to Archelaus, with lavith en- 

and the other carrying nofway over his people: for comiums on his fon Alexander, infinuating co him, 
Herod was fo circumitanced, that he could not af- at the fame time, the great pleafure and Rappinefs 
fert his regal authority without offending Auguftus, he had derived in being acceflary,:upon feveral oc- 
and therefore was under a necefficy of fubmitting to cafions, towards compofing the differences between 
all indignities. At length, being brought to the him and his father. His arts prevailed likewife | 
Jatt extremity, he took up a final refolution of at- with Archelaus, who gratified him with a pecuniary 
tempting to appeafe the anger of Cezefar; through prefent; and this impofture he carried on without 
the mediation of his friends, and trying the effect deteétion by any one of the teveral parties. [le then 
of a third embaffy to Rome; on which important returned to his own country, where he followed the 
bufinels he deputed Nicolaus, of Damafcus, an ex- practice of his bafe arts, till he was at length difco- 
pert logician, and an accomplifhed orator. vered, brought to juftice, and, as the vileit of mif- 

. 7 creants, banifhed Lacedzmon. ee 
Herod’s 





Herod was not now difpofed, as before, towards 
" : averfion te 

Alexander and Ariftobulus, when he was content his fons in« 
with hearing the calumnics which others raifed creafes. 
againft them, but entertained fo. implacable an ha- 
tred, as to urge many to defamation contrary to 
their will. Fe obferved al] that paffed, put quef- 
tions, and attended to all informations that he 
thought mighttend tocriminate them, till, at length 
he heard, that one Everatus, of Coos, was confe. 
derate wich Alexander; acircumftance that feemed 


CHAP. XVI. 


Great diffentions in Hered’s family. Eurycles inerati- 
ates Pe with Herod. FOB. ie Lonhdeuee of 
dtexander, His perfidy and fraud to acquire wealth, 
He is banifbed out of Lacedainon. Herod fill credu- 
lous and jealous. “Fucundus and Tyrannns banifed 
the court, and forced by torture to accufe. Mexander. 
The governor of Alexandrion put to the queftion. 


Counterfeit letters produced againft Alexander. The. 
falfe des are fioued at ‘Fericho. Salone betrays 
No, 22, : , 


to give him great fatistaction. 


~Unuus Calumnies 
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Caluminies apainft the brothers daily increafed, 
and it feemed a matter of general concern, to exhi-, 
bic fome deadly charge, under pretence of regar 
tor the prefervation of the king. There were two 
perions, called Jucundus and ‘V’yrannus, formerly 
of Elerod’s guards, men much admired for their 
itature, ilrene@th, and agility; but having.incurred 
the difpleafure of Tlerod, they were banifhed the 
court., Alexander, knowing the valourand activity 
of thele men, entertained them as guards of his per> 
fon, and treated them with every intkance of libera- 
lity. “Ehe king, therefore, being fufpicious of 
them, had then put cto the queftion, upon torture, 


- concerning the confpiracy.'. Having fuitained the 


Jucundus 
aid ‘Vyrane 
nus, thro’ 
extreme tore 
ture, ac-) 
cute Alex. 
andere | 
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* cherous delign. 


anguilh for fome time, with inctedible retolution, 
tlicy at lengch conteficd chat Alexander had folicited 
them to take an opportunity of killing the king, 
while he was upon che hunt, as the faét might be 
evaded under colour of a fall trom his horle, upon 
his own dpear, elpecially as he had narrowly efcaped 
that accident once before. ‘Chey made a farther dif- 
covery of money hid in the ftable, and fome of the 
king’s lances and darts, deliveréd: out by the mafter 
of the game to the fervants of Alexander, by his 
own order. . 


After thefe, the governor of Alexandrion_ was 
put tothe torture, upon the queftions of promifing 
to reccive the brothers into his fortrels, and of put- 
ting into their hands the king’s trealure that- was 
there depofited. The governor denied the charge; 
bat his fon avowed it, and. produced letters under 
Alexander’s hand, as he pretended, to this effect. 
“ When we have finifhed allthat we have propoled 
** todo, we willattend you; butdo yourendeavours,, 
** according to promile, to reccive us into. your for- 
CO teat 29 i * ro a9 ere: © 2+ 

trefs.? After this writing was produced, Herod 


was confirmed in-his fufpicion of the treachcrous. 


defign of his fons; but Alexander peremptorily in- 
fitted that it was the malicious contrivance of Anti- 
pater, and a forgery by his fecretary Diophantus, 
who was-a man ikilled in fuch illicit practices: and 
afterwards convicted and punifhed for the fame. 


Herod being now at Jericho, after putting the: 
witnedfes to the torture, had them brought thither, ' 
to accule his fons before the people, who {toned 
many of them to death, as, in their rage, they would 
havedone Alexander and Ariftobulus, had not He- 
rod prevented them by means of Ptolemy and Phe- 
roras. They were, however, committed to: clofe 
cuftody; and {pies fet upon them, to obferve every 
‘thing they did or faid; and, in fact; they were ereated 
as condenined criminals. : 


“Yn this extremity Ariftobulus endeavoured to ex- 
cite Salome, his aunt, and mother-in-law, to com- 
pamion for his ciftrefs, and to a juft indignation for ° 
the author of it; repréfenting to her-the danger fhe 
was in, from lying under an.acculation of holding 
pee correfpondence with Sylleus, about the 
king’s affairs, in hopes of marrying him. Salome 
carried thefe words to her brother, who, in the heat 
of his paffion, commanded both his fons to be 
bound, kepr feparate from each other, and enjoined: 
to commit feverally to writing, the particulars of 
their treafonable delign. ‘They wrote according to 
the king’s command, and both agreed in the fame 
declaration, that they had never conceived a:trea- 
u They acknowledged, indeed, an 
witention of making their efcape; and the life 
fey ies under perpetual jealoufies was worfe. than 
death. . 


Aboutthistime there came on embafly to Herod, 
from Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, one Mela, a 
perion of diftinguifhed rank inthatcountry. Herod, 
defirous of fhewing the ill-will he fuppofed Arche- 
laus bore him, fenttor Alexander out of prifon, and 
examined him in_the prefence of the ambaffador, 
concerning his efcape, whither he intended to go, 
and in what manner to diipofe of himfelf. He 
frankly replied, that he propofed to goto Archelaus, 
his father-in law, who had promiféd to fend him to- 
Rome; declaring moft folemnly, that neither he or 
his brother had entertained the fhadow of a trea- 
cherous thought againft their fither, whatever fy- 
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’ chains, fhe exhibited tokens of the utmoit phrenzy, 3 
.tearing her hair, and uttering the molt piercing Mes 


r orders to touch at Eleufa,.a city in Phoenicia, and 


and, in cafe they fhould find by Nicolaus of Damai- s. 


“vered an accufation againft Sylleus, 


+ __, Boox xiy, 
cophants and lars might have infinuated to the con. 
trary. He had declared, -he faid, that Jucundys - 
and Tyrannus might be examined more particularly, 
butic was sgreeable to the defign of Antipater tg 
have them diipatched; fo that, at his inftigationgthey| 
fell by the hands of the multitude. ; 


After this declaration; in the hearing of the.am. 
‘-baffador, Herod commanded-him and Alexander to 
be taken to Glaphyra, and that fhe fhould be ftridly 
interrogated as tothis abominable confpiracy againit oy... 
his lite” ‘They were no fooner come Within view of pia h., 
the princefs, than, upon fight of her hufband in 





groans, which were anfwered by deep fetched figs 

trom Alexander, infomuch, that the furroundine 

multivude was ttruck with aflonifhment. Prolemy 

at length put the queftion to the prince, whether his’ 

wife was privy to his actions. Hie replied, “ How. 

* Gs it poffible that the woman I love dearer than 

“* life, and by whom ft have had endearing pledges 

** of that love, fhould be unconicious ofmy ac. 

“ tions?” The princefs then exclaimed, that * the 

* never knew he entertained a wicked defign, but 

*€ that, if her accufing herfelf fallely, would tend to 

“ his prefervation, fhe would conieis it all.”- Alex. 

ander declared; that ‘* they were inmocent of the 

‘* chargealledged againtt them, by thofe from whom 

“© they had deierved beter things; bucif an inten go. 

“© tion of making their way to Archelaus, and then ic: 

to Rome, was to be imputed to them) as treaton, thea 

“* they were certainly anfwerable tor it.” Glaphyra nyca 

alfo made the fame confeffion. chine. 
Herod, conftruing this declaration .as a_ proof of 


thé ill-will of Archelaus- towards him, difpatched , 
Olympus and Volumnius with letters to him, with’. 

































oe 


there‘deliver them, They. had inftructions allo to ticsies 
expoftulate with him, upon a {trong prefumption of éae 
his being engaged with his.fons in the contederacy. *4 
Their orders were from thence to-fail for Rome; « 


cus, that Czelar was become more tractable than 
formerly, they were to prefent another exprefs to 
kim, with the proceedings ‘againit Alexander and 
Ariltobulus, and copies of the evidence upon which 
they were convicted, Archelaus acknowledged his , 
readinefs to receive the princes, and that he under- j 
took to afford them fuch fanétion, as the beft fervice « 
he could render both the father and the fons, being 
fearful, left Herod, in the heat of rage and jealouly, 
might drivethemtoextremities., He affirmed, upon 
the whole, that he had no defign of fending them to 
Ceefar, or fupporting them againft their father. 


When Herod’s deputies arrived at- Rome, and ¢ 
found Ceafar reconciled to their mafler, they deli- ji: 
vered their letters according to order.. They were 
previoufly laid before Nicolaus for his infpection, 
who managed his commiffion after this manner. As 
foon_as he came to the emperor’s’ palace,. at Rome, 
over and above the inftruétions that he'had in 
charge, he brought a formal accufation againtt Syl- 
leeus, having procured proofs upon him from the 
Arabians, (who were greatly divided among them-. 
felves,) of che moft Hagitious practices that could be 
imagined, particularly the murder of Obodas, which 
was rendered undeniably manifeft, by intercepted 
letters under his own hand. Nicolaus, whofe min. 
concern,was toeffeét a permanent reconciliation of 
Herod with Cafar, greatly improved this difcovery. 
to the advantage of his principal, being affured that 
he would not be allowed to makea direét defence o 
Herod; butif he defired to accufe Syllzus, an oP” 
porcunity would prefent itfelf for {peaking 1 Fe. 
red’s behalf. - ea ae 

The day being appointed for a hearing, Nicolai 
in the prefence of the ambaffadors.of Aretas, at; 

as the mur-cz: 

derer of his lord and mafter the king, and greét 
numbers of the Arabians; as having taken up Jo 
; ‘ping the ublis - 

menfe fums of money towards difturbing th RR ae 

peace; as an abandoned debauchee, both at Hone 


j abja: ‘as ouilt oft daring @- 
and in Arabia; and-as guilty ef the m frontery 
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ronterys in imp lcalun 

ee mich, mand particularly wich rel pect to ne 
account he gave of the conduct of - Herod, whic 2 
vas fallacious throughout the whole. WN hen N ico- 
laus came to this lat article, Cwlar interpoied, 
With acommand co {peaks to this fingle point, and 
thew that he had not Jed anarmy into Arabia, nor 
dain two thoufand five hundred mest there; nor ta- 
ken prifoners, nor pillaged the country: - Nicolaus 
made anfwer, that he fhould take the liberty to de- 
monitrate chat either none at-all, or but very few of 
the imputations; were true, of which the emperor 
i edi: This a@ertion drew the atten- 


had been inforn E atten- 
tion of Catar; and Nicolaus thus proceeded in his 


plea for Herod: 


& There was a debt. due to Hered of five hun- 
% dred talents, upon a bond, where it was jpecilied, 
“ thar, when the time appointed for payment was 
* Glapted, it fhould be lawful to make a feizure of 
* any partof hiscountry: Wich refpect to the bo- 
“ dy of men chat Caeiar calls an army, it was mere- 
é Jy a party fent out for putcing 4 legal claim into 
execution. ‘This party was not fent immediately 
* aecording to the tenor of the bond, becaule Syl- 
“ Jeugs hadcome before Saturninus and Volumnius, 
% and at laft had {worn at Berytus, by the fortune 
* of Ceefar, that he would pay the moncy in the 
* courfe of thirty days, and deliver up the fugitives 
« thac wece under his protection. The time arriv- 

'* cd; bur neither che money was paid, or the fugi- 
« tives delivered up; fo that Herod was obliged to 
* addrels the governors again, who gave it as their 


* opinion, that he might do himielf right by dif- , 
“treis. Lhis.was the occafion of his going Into | 


* Arabia, and of the war which his adverfaries fo 
“ tragically deferibe. Elow can this be deemed a 
“war, when ic had the approbation and permiffion 
“ of the governors, in profecution-of a lawful com- 
& onact, and after a violation of a folemn oath, both 
* in the name of the gods and Cefar? - 


_ Wich refpeét tothe captives, they were robbers 
** that came from the country of Trachon, where 
the number, at frit, amounted to no more than 
“ forty, but increafed afterwards. ~ They efcaped 
the punifhment Elerod would have inflicted upon 
“* them, by raking refuge in Arabia. Though the 
common enemies of mankind, they were enter- 

tained by Sylzeus, who gave’ them Jands, and 
** went fhares with chem in their booty. Thefe were 
Z the men whom Sylizus bound himielf_by oath to 
“ reftore, together with the ‘borrowed fum within 
St the time limited. I can now with confidence de- 
i. ty any maa to fay that Elerod took any other 

prijoners in srabia than_ thele free-booters, of 


« 
° 


a 


“ whom teveral efeaped. Vhus does the calumny’ 


os of the captives, which has been-reprefentred in fo 
e odious a light, appear to be.no better than a fic- 
in Hon to provoke the indignation of the emperor: 
«fOr Tcan take upon-meto affirm, that, when the 
a, orees of the Arabians came upon us, and osie or 

twoot Jicrud’s party fell, he rhen only defended 
« himielf; and there fell Nacebus, their general, 
= and, in all, about twenty-fiveothers, andnomore. 

Lhis number Sylaus hath enlarged, by multi- 
plying every fingle foldier to an hundred, -fo that 
he reckons the flain.tco have been two thoufand 
five hundred.” 


. 


._ Cxfar was fo ineenfed at this relation, that, turn- 
28 towards Syllzeus, he fternly afked him; how ma- 
a rabians were flain in that aétion? After fome 
plication, he confefled himfelfmiftakenin the num. 
ce Bon svhich they read the conditions of the 
P er t he ar bitration of the governors, and the re- 
en trances of the feveral cities and towns, com- 
neue ae injuries fuftained from the robbers. 
arn Ue being oe fully informed of the matter, 
oa tence of death on Sylleus; took Herod 

wo Favour agains aéknowledged aconcern for his 


miftake, in litening to the calumnies that tranfport- 


= a to fuch feverities againit him; and reproach- 
a >yliceus as the compulfive caufe of his ingrati- 
we towards his beft friends. In fine, Syllzeus 
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ofing falfhood and calumnies upon. 


‘matter, and bring the point to a final decifion. - | 


court. His affertions were founded onhisownau~  . 


oN 


a ex 


b. 


was fent back, to Arabia, there todifcharge thedcbr, 
and afterwards to be punifhed with death. 


_ Crefar was {till offended with Areras, for prefum- 

ing to ulurp royal authority, without havag firft 
ob:ained his confent, ‘infomuch that he determined 

to transfer the government of Arabia to Herod; 

but changed his mind, on reading the Tetter which 
Olympus and Volumnius brought him, -containing 
invectives again{ft hisownfons. The deputies-were 
inftructed; if they found Ceelar pacifically difpofed, 

to deliver him thoie letters, which they according- 
sly did; and Catlar,-upon reading them, reflecting 

on the advanced age,.and turbulent temper, of Fe- 

rod, retracted his refolution; called for the am- 
baffadors of Aretas, and, atter having fpoken ‘a Cefir ree. 
word. of reproof on the temerity of their mafter, in. coneiled tg 
not waiting till he had received the authority from “"*** 
him,-: accepted: their prefents, and confirmed Aré- 

tas in his government. 


Ceefar, upon this reconciliation, wrotealetter of | 
condolence to Herod, on accountof his fons, giving tis teter 
him full power, if he found them engaged in ion. t Herod. 
natural and impious a conipiracy, to proceed again . 
them as parricides; but if, atlength, ic fhould hap- 
pen that their mitdemeanours amounted to no more 
than an intention to efcape, he fhould content him- 
fely with an admonition, and not proceed to extre- 
mity. The fum of his advice was to cail a council 
at Berytus, a city under the Roman jurifdiction, and 
there, with the affiftance of the governors of the ad- 
jaéent provintes, together with Archelaus, king of 
Cappadocia, hear and determine upon the whole 


4 


CHAP. -XVIL 


Herod, upon bis reconciliation with Cefar, calls a couit~ 
cilat Beryius, aud perfecutes bis fons with the uinoft 
rancour, They refolve that Herod may difpofe of bis” 

fons at option: Saturuinus is for mitigating the pu- 
nifoment, wile Volumuius urges death, upon which 
they are condemned. Herodgoes for Tyre, aud mects 
Nicolaus, who accompanies him to Cefarea.  Tyro’s : 
generous refolution, and expoftilgtion with Herod, in 
bchalf of the brothers. Tiyphon’s information againft e 
Tyro. “Herod's inhuman cruelty: ; 


HIS letter from Ceefar afforded Herod’ the Herod's 
- highett fatisfaction, not only asa token of his patauty © 
reconciliation with the emperor, but as vefting him "* 
with full authority over his fons. It Js remark- , 
able, that, though, in former times of profperity, he 
had treated his fons with great rigour, when life, 
was in queftion, he abated his feverity, and affumed 
a degree of moderation. .But, upon the change of 
affairs, and his reinftatement in the favour of the 
Roman emperor, he became outrageous in his re- 
refentment, and proceeded againit them with ungo- 


vernable rancour. <: 


Purfuant to Czefar’s difection, he fummoned a2. +: - 
council to meet at Berytus, but excepted Arche- 
Jaus, perliaps from perfonal pique, or apprehenfion 
that he would endeavour to fruitrate his defign. 
When the council was met according to fummons, Us fm- 
he did not produce his fons, but kept them in a vention 
village belonging to Sidon, that they might appear Beryus.- 
when called for. He then entered the council- . 
chamber alone, and there preferred an accufation 


“again{tt his fons, in the prefence of one hundred 


and fifty perfons; but without premifing his own 
misfortunes, or painting outthe neceffity of thepre- _ 
fent proceeding. It wasacharge fraught with jJan- fee 
guage unbecoming a father, and accompanied with charge 
boifterous exclamations, and violent geftures, that again’ his 
indicated fymptoms of fury bordering’on phrenzy. '"* 
His arguments were confufed and inconfiltent: no 


proofs were adduced to govern the opinion of the 


thority alone; and the bench feemed compofed ra- 
ther 
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ther of the partics, than judges to determine upon, 
evidence, and according to the grand principles of 
right and wrong. . : 


‘There were fome letters of the’ young princes . 
read; but not one of them contained the remoteft, 


hint of any plot or contrivance againft the profecu- 
tor. - Alithat could be interred was, a contultation 


as to the method of efcaping, together with forhe ex- | 


preffions of diflatisfaétion and offence. -When Fle- 
rod came to that part of the letters; he endeavoured 
to pervert their obvious meaning, by adducing them 
as demonitrative evidence of a conipiracy, and moift 
folemnly declared, it was worfe than death to perufe 
their contents. } t 
the-power he had’ received over his own children, 
both from nature and the grant of Celar; and 
added an-allegation of a law of his own country, 
which enjoins, that, “¢ If. parents laid their hands on 
the head of him that was accufed, the bye-ftanders 
were obliged to itone him to death,” which, though 


he was ready to doin his country and kingdom, : 


yet, at _prefentzhe would ratherdecline his privileges, 
and fubmit.the matter to the further confideration 
of the council; not as judges to determine whether 
the cafe be as is reprefented,.or-not, fince it is foin- 
dubitably manifeft, but to take their opinion with 
refpect to the juftification of the fentence, as an in- 
ftructive leffon to pofterity, againft fuch impious 
practices on the life of a parent. f Geee aN 
Theaffembly plainly perceiving, from the evafive 
finefle difplayed throughout .the whole proceeding, 
as well as the withholding of the princes from the 


preéfence of the court, that equity was totally fup-. 


preffed, and a reconciliation impracticable, con- 
firmed the authority of Herod with refpeét to. the 
difpofal of his fons. I 
nus, a perfon of confular dignity, ‘who had executed 
many honourable commiffions, arofe and obferved, 
that “* he was. for punifhing the princes, ‘but not 
** with déath;.as having children.of his.own, he 
*°’ was duly impreffed with the cafe, and therefore 
** would be'very loth, after the calamities that the 
‘‘king of Judza had endured already, to opprefs 


'* him’ with the heavieft of all at the lait.’ He 


That of Vo. 
lumnius‘a- 
gainit them, 


was followed by his. three fons,’ who’ fpoke with 
feeling and {pirit, and enforced the opinion deliver- 
ed by theirfather. Volumnius, onthecontrary, ex- 
erted -himfelf with great- vehemence againft ‘the 
princes; exclaiming, that nothing but death could 
exptate the horrid crimé of parricide 3 and the-mia- 
jority coinciding with his opinion, carried the.quef- 


-tion. . 


The fentence was no fooner paffed, than’ Herod 
haftened to Tyre, taking his fons with him; and 


theeting with Nicolaus, on his return from Rome, le « 


related to him the circumftances that had paffed at 


-Berytus, and enquired of him the opinion that pre- 


CC 
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‘Tyro vindi> 
cates the - 
caufe of the 
princes. 


vailed concerning the matter at Rome. Nicolaus 
‘unformed him, thatthe princes wére generally, blamed 
tor their foul practices, and deferved to be laid in 
chains: nay, that death was their legal due,-if the 
con{piracy’ could. be clearly proved; though the 
world imputed the profecution rather to malice than 
juftice. But if Herod found himielf otherwile dif. 
poled, he might acquit them, -without involving 
himfelf in an irretrievable difficulty. This Nico- 
lauis gave as the opinion and judgimentof his.friends 
at_ Rome; upon which Herod, after. a long™paufe 
without making a fingle. comment,-bid Nicolaus 


put to fea with him, and they proceeded together © 


to Cefarea, : 
‘Upon their arrival at Cefarea, they found that the 


point in difpute between Herod and his fons, wasthe 
general topic of converfation, arid that the people 
waited the iffue with the urmoft anxiety.. An ap- 
prehenfion prevailed, that the feuds and animofities 
of the family would come to a fatal conclufion. 
The cafe of the brothers was fincerely compaftion- 
ated, though opinion was fufpended, and popular 
vefentment {mothered. Be ‘ 


As an exception to the general conduct upon the 
occafion, Tyro, a veteran in the military fervice, of 
diftinguifhed valour, gave his opinion on the point 















Efe ‘affirmed. he might infift upon, 


Upon this occafion Saturni-- 


 & would -relatethe truth.?? When the king had pafled 


Boox AY 
with the utmoft freedom. .To this he might have 
been induced trom having.a fon of the fame age 
and who had the ftricteft intimacy with Alexander 
_ This honeft veteran.publicly exclaimed, thatjuttice : 
and truth were banifhed theearth; that nothing pre- 
-vailed but, malice and deceit;.and that mankind 
were fo: blinded by their \inorcinate paffiogs, thar 
they could nor longer difcern righe from wrong, -or 
-good from.evil. This, though a dangerous tree. 
-dom; was fo noble an inftance of virtue and refoly- 
tion; that it .could not fail of méeting with univer. 
fal approbation; fothae thofe who durft not follow 
the example, could not but revere the man who ge. 
neroufly ttood forth.in- vindication of opprefied jn- 
nocence, and to.ftem the torrent of corruption." 


Nor did his efforts ftophere; for, he boldly pre. 
fented himfelf before the king, and being granted 
a private audience, thus addrefféd him: * Since 
* Sire, I labour under infupportable grief, I am, 
** determined to give it.vent, though at the hazard 0° 
of my life; and probably the libertwWI take, if: 
you are fo difpofed as to hear ime with patience, 
may, tend to your advantage.. ‘May 1 be permitted 
‘© to enquire whither are fled that undefftanding and 
“© magnanimity, that, in time patt, have carried you 
** through fo many difficulties ? Whence comes this 
“ folitude and defertion of your friends and'rela- 

*¢ tions? For thofe I cannot deem fuch, «that can 
*¢ behold the horrid tranfa€tions im your court and 
‘family, and ftand ftill: unconcerned fpeétators; 
“ Do you not perceive-the teridency of thefe things? 
** Can you relolve to take away the lives of thele 
“¢ two princes, accomplifhed with every virtue, and 
* * fubject yourfelf to ‘an ambitious fon, and thole 
°° of your relations;-you have fo often doomed to 
S¢ punifhment? Do. you not find yourfelf tacitly 
*© condemned, and. the cafe of your fons univerfally 
°° Jamented; and is-not your whole army; both of- 
. © ficers'and_ private foldiers, particularly afflifted 
S* for the princes, and enraged withthe, authors of 
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- Some part of this expoftulation the king heard 
with calm compofure; but when ’T’'yrotouched upon 
the perfidy of his domeftics, and launched out into 
an unbounded freedom, he deemed it- rather a re- 
proach than a caution, and fternly afked who thefe 
officers and foldiers were, to whom his declaration fi, 
referred? Upon Tyro’s naming them, Herod or- tates 
dered them all toether, with the veteran hinifelf, to 

be taken‘up, and committed to prifon. ie 


Upon this occafion, one Tryphon, who was the ,, 
king’s barber, laid an information. again{t Tyro, 
importing, that he repeatedly tampered with him, by 
promifes of pecuniary reward,’as well as the favour * 
of Alexander, to cut the king’s throat, while he was 
under.the operation of the razor. - Orders were Im- 
mediately given, that Tyro, his fon, and the ia- se 
former, fhould be put to thetorture. The fon fee- * 
ing his father fo cruelly tormented, and fo refolute 
in faftaining the anguifh, without hope of mitiga- 

. tion, declared, ‘* that, if the king would free him 
“* and his father. from thofe excruciating pains, he 


Tyra vt 


his word’ fo to do, he faid, ‘* that an agreement was Ce 

** made, that his father, having private accels to?" 
© the king, fhould Jay violent hands on him, ifhe 
S* fuffered death, as he was almoit certain it would 

"* be an at of generofity in favour of Alexander. 

_ Upon this:declardtion his father was delivered.from 
prefenc torture; but whether the conféffion was 
founded on truth, or whether it was a mere pretence 
toobtain deliverance,’ has not yet appeared, ~ 


Herod was now finally refolved to proceed to ta 
execution of his purpofe, without any further dou0t 
or deliberation; fo that calling the people together... 
he ordered 3co officers, together with Tyro, his fon, we 
and theinformer, to be brought forth, who, up fan 
his accufation of them to the’‘multitude, were 4° ,22 
Alexander and Ari 
5 ‘ were fent 
eir bodies 
wit 


ftoned to death uponthe fpot. 

tobulus, by their father’s command, 

away to Sebafte, and there ftrangled. The 

were depofited in a fepulchre at Alexandrion, 

divers of their anceftors. “qe 
: : 
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bane Jt may, pérhaps, feem unreafonable to fuppofe, 
F jeeot*S char fuch an inveterate hatred fhould prevail betwixt 
aise? garher and fons, as LO overcome all natural affection, 
rein ° and be productive of fuch dire effects, But ir may 
act hs juftly delerve confideration, whether the caufe arofe 
i. trom a continued courfe of provocation in the young 
princes, or from the infuperable obduracy and am- 
bition of the king. With refpeét to the fons, they 
might, perhaps, in the heat of youthful paffion, be 
too haughty and imperious; ready toentertain evilre- 
ports of their father, and partial judges of his con- 
duét. They might be fuipicious, and fo eccentric 
in their words and actions, as to expofe themielves | 
co {pies.and informers, who fought for matter to 
alledge againft them. On the ocher hand, what 
could argue greater weaknels in Herod, or be more 
heinoufly criminal, than, without any proof or con- 
viction of a treafonable defign, or even fo muchas 
the prefumption of a contrivance, to indulge a law- 
tefs, nay, more than brutal, paffion, by putting to 


ANTIQUITIES. 


or THE JEW Ss. 


death is own fons, who poffeffed fuch rare accom. ° 


plifhments, both, mental and perfonal;. and in par- 


ticular Alexander, the elder. 


If he was determined on a condémnation, might 
not imprifonment or banifhment have fufficed? 
Under fuclycircumitances, there would have. been 
no fear of treachery, and as little of open force, 
becaufe of the patronage of the Roman power. 
But to deprive them of life, to gratify an ungo- 
vernable paffion, can never be juftified by any law, 
human or divine. -He lived, “indeed, afterwards 
to. Bive additional proofs ot his towering ambi- 
tion, rancorous envy, and relentiefs cruclty, which 


| he exercifed, as occafion afforded, upon the reft 


of his: relations; though, as will be feen in 
the fequel, fome of them deferved the punifh- 
ment. However, upon the whole, the barbariry 
oF Wierd muft be an eternal. ftigma on his cha- 
raéter. : 


End of the SIXTEENTH Boor. 
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CHAP. L 


Antipater is univerfally detefted by the Fewifh nation, 
or being acceffary to the murder of the princes Alex- 
ander and Ariftobulus. Maintains great fway in Fu- 
deca. Endcavours in vain to delude-Salome. Herod 
conspels ber to marry Alexas. Sends Glaphyra, the 
widow of Alexander, back to her father, Archelaus, 
hing of Cappadocia. Antipatcr much difeufted at 
the refpet in which the people held the memory of the 
princes. 
contracts. 


NTIPATER having, by his infidiousarts, f 


effected the deftruétion of his brothers, 


paved the'way for compafling his defign ° 
‘ , upon the life of his father, and indulged, 
the mott fanguine hopes of attaining to the very fum-- 


mit of his ambition... But he was foon difappoirited 
in his towering expectation; for, although he was 
delivered from the fear of his brethren being rivals, 
as to the government, he found the general odium, 
he had incurred throughout the nation on their ac- 
count, to be an obftacle almoft jafuperable. - The 
alienation of the foldiery was a more dilagrecable 
circumftance, as the fecurity of thefe kings depend. 
ed upon them, whenever they found the people de- 
firous of innovations. Thefe mifchiets he drew upon 
his head by fraud and perfidy; yet, if the exercife 


‘of his power was his delight, it might be faid that 


he actually governed at this time, his father being 
king only in name, while the affairs of the ftate were 
under his guidance and direction. Nay, the very 
crime for which he-deferved to die, pafled for an in- 
ftance of his, affection and refpeét, as if he had 
confulted the prefervation and fafety of the king in 
the death of the princes; whereas, in reality, he 
gratified his averfion to the father in what he did; 
and fuch was the inveteracy of his malice, that he 
detefted them even for the father’s fake. 


é\ll Antipater’s arts and contrivances now tended 
to make way for the taking off Herod, that he 


Lferod is prevailed on to diffolve certain |, 





. tereit Salome, the wife of a particular friend, and 


“‘mafk of complacency to conceal the bafeft inten- 


might have none toaccufe him of the vile practices suiye 
he was devifing, and that Herod might have nore- sas 
fuge, nor any to afford him affiftance, fince fuch *& 
mu 
























ave Antipater for their avowed enemy. He pz, 
looked upon the government as his own after the 
death of Herod, but thought that delays.would be 
dangerous, fo far as.they might lead to a difcovery 
of his infidious arts to his father, and thereby frul- 
trate his ambitious defign, ‘To this end he {pared 
neither _coft or pains to gain the good will of his fa- 

ther’s friends, by a winning courtefy, and moft un- 
‘bounded munificence. The objeéts of his regard s« 
were his friends at Rome ‘in general; but he was** 
‘particularly defirous of conciliating the efteem of 

Saturninus, governor of Syria, as alioof his brother. 


Nor did he defpair of bringing over to his in- 


‘confident of Herod.- Antipater poffeffed all de 
art of addrefs and infinuation, and could affume the 
tions. But he could not impofe upon his aunt S% 553 
lome, who faw through all his difguifes, oppole 
artifice to artifice, and defeated his defigns; though be 
he had fo ordered it, that her daughter, the widow 
of Ariftobulus, was married to his uncle, by the 
mother’s fide, and the other. daughter to Callaas 
Salome was paffionately fond of Syllaus; but He 
rod, by means of the affiftance of the emprefs Juli, oo 
who reprefented to her the train of ill confequences | 
that would refult from her difobliging her brother, 
prevailed with her to marry Alexas. 


Herod, at the fame time, fent Glaphyra, the" 
dow of his fon Alexander, back to her father Af jus 
chelaus, king of Cappadocia, returning the porto? se 
which he had withher, inorder ctoobviateall grout 
of controverly, and took moreover great care 0 tne 
education of his grand children. ‘Alexander had 
two fons by Glaphyra; and Ariftobulus, by Bernie 
the daughter of Salome, had three fons and x 
daughters. Herod would occafionally prefent thet 
children to his friends, deploring the. hopelels os 
of his fons, and praying that they might a 
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fame, improve in virtue, a 
ere Bribered ucation. | Hedeii 
terot his brother, Pheroras, jor wife totheeldeit ton 
of Alexander; and the daughter of Antipater to 
the eldett fon of Ariftobulus; and to the fon of 
Antipater, one of the daughters of Ariftobulus ; 
the other daughter to his fon Herod; whom he had 
by che daughter of the high-prieft; for polygamy, 
according toourlaw, is allowable. 


The principal motive of the king, 
ances, was the commiferation of their orphan itate, 
and to render Antipacer, by thefe inter-marriages, 
more affectionate towards them. But Antipater re- 
tained the fame difpofition for the children as he 
had before done for their fathers; and Herod’s ten- 
dermefs was fo far from foftening him, that, on the 
contrary, he became fierce and jealous; and the 
more the king favoured them on the one hand, the 
more Antipater hated them on the other, left they 
dhould hereafter rivalhim; and elpecially with the 
affiltance of Archelaus and VPheroras, the tetrarch, 
wholeion at that cime ftood fair to marry one of the 
daughters. It was the greateft mortification to An- 
tipater to obferve the compaffion the people retain- 
ed for che care and memory of the unfortunate prin- 
ces, and with what deteftation they beheld the con- 
trivers of their ruin, while they waited for an op- 
portunity of expofing Antipater for his malicious 
practices againit his brethren.” It occurred to him, 
upon reAection, thar thé moft effeétul method of 
iecuring che government to hinilelr, was to prevail 
tteod ree With Herod to diffolve the contracts above-men- 
lnid ovta tioned, Which, with muchimportunicy, he brought 
difole cer to pals, and obtained the promile of the daughter of 
be om A riitobulus for himfelf, and for his fon the daughter 
ot Pheroras, whereupon the former marrage agree- 
Ments were annulled. ; 


King Herod, at this time, had nine wives.. The 
firlt was the mother of Antipater. ‘The tecond was 
the daughter of Simon, the high-prieft, by whom he 
hada fon, called by his own name. ‘The third was 
the daughter of his brother. “‘T-hefourth his coufin 
german, by whom he had no iffue. The filth a Sa- 
marian, by whom he had two jons, Antipater and 
Archelaus; and one daughter, called Olympias, 
who was afterwards married to Jofeph, the king’s 
kinfman. . Archelaus and Antripater’were brought 
up at Rome, by a particulartriend. His fixch wite 
was Cleopatra, of Jerufalem, by whom he had He- 
rod and Philip, who was alfo bred up ac Rome. 
The name of his jeventh wite was Ballas, by whom 
he had Phafael.. His eighth was ivhoedera. The 
ninth was Elpis,.by whom he had two daughters, 
Roxana and Salome. As to his elder daughters by 


nd live to acknowledge 
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lus, and whom Pheroras refufed to marry, he gave 
the one to Antipater’s filter’s ion, and_the other to 
Phafacl, the fon of his brother. - This was the 
pofterity of Herod. 
CHAP. Ii. 

Lemeris, a Babylonian Few, fettles a colony in Syria. 
vited by Frevod to Batanea., ilered protests the 
beriies of ibe Fews. Philip levies taxes. Deaths 
ef Lamaris and Facimus, the latcer of whom leaves 


bis fou Philip general of the arny. 
HEROD, being’ now defirous of fecuring him- 

* {elf on the fide of the Trachonites, refolved to 
build a fpacious village in the middleof the country, 
and to put a ftrong garrifon init, to ferve asacheck 





Zamaty Upon the inreads from thar quarter, and, upon oc- 
ee be cafion, to fally out upon the enemy. “While he was 
cones ig EUMNAatIng upon this project, he was given to un- 
mein Cerftand, that a certain.Jew had come froin Baby- 
ya, lon with sco horfemen, with bows any arrows, and 


near a fitth part of them his own relations, and that, 
with thefe troops, he had pafled the Euphrates, and 
now fac down near Daphne, in Syria, where Satur- 
Anus 
Jatha 
Yod, upen this intelligence, fent an invitation to the 
Jew to come over to him with all his people, pro- 


efigned thedaugh-° 


@, in thefe alli- - 


Mariamne, the motherof Alexanderand Ariftobu-: 


» the governor, gave him a caltle, called Va- | 
snot far from Antioch, for his habitation. He- | 
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mifing them lands, and other conveniencies, in the 
territory of Batanzea, upon the borders of Trachon, 
with privileges of exemption from all ‘duties and 
tributes for the land as well as for the men, and a 
commiffion only to defend that quarter againft the 
incurfions of vagrant plunderers. 


The Babylonian, induced by thefe offers, came 
thither with his people, took pofleffion of the land, 
and buile init fortreffes and a town, which henamed 

-Bathyra. By thefe means he’ not only protected the 
inhabitants from the inroads of the Trachonites, but 
fecured the Jews allo in their proceffions from Ba: 
bylon to Jerufalem, according to the duty and prac- 
tice of cheir profeffion. From chis confideration he 
was joined by vaft numbers of fuch Jews as conici- 
entioufly adheréd to the religion and Jaws of their 
foretathers; and the country was well peopled, on 
account of cheir univerfa) freedom from taxes. This 
continued during the lile of Herod; buc the perfon 
who fucceeded him charged them with fome imall 
impofitions; they were continued, however, for only 
a fhorttime. Agrippa the Great, and his fon, of 
the jame name, impoicd very heavy taxes upon 
them, as did the Romans after them, but never 
deprived them of perional liberty, as we fhall take 

~occafion to fhew hereatter. 


At length Zamaris, the Babylonian, to whom 
Herod had given this country for a poffeffion, de- 
parted this hfe, having maintained an upright cha- 
racter, and left hehind him children that inherited 
the virtues of their father, and umongit others Ja- 
cimus, a_ gallant commander, who had ferved the 
kings of Babylon in their guards. This Jacimus 
diced in an advanced age, and left behind hima fon, 
called Philip, who, for his exemplary probity and 
valour, was in fuch efteem with king. Agrippa, that 
he made him general of his army. 










CHAP. If. 


Antipater is vefted with the adminiftration of public af- 
fairs. A female combination. Salome difcovers their 
counfels. They take part with the Pharifees, wha 
upon them for iheir refufal is paid by ‘the wife oa 
Pherovas.  Bagoas, vos OF ibe Pharifier oe 
to death. Pheroras refufes to divorce his wife. He- 
rod forbids Autipater and his mother all communica- 


tien with Pheroras. 

WV EELE the affairs of Herod were in this con- 
i fufed ftate, he placed.iuch a-confidence in the. 
faith, zeal, and affection of his fon Antipater, that 
he vefted him with the entire adminiftration of go- 
vernment, to that all public affairs abfolutely de- 
pended on_his will. But he flagrantly abuled the 
truft repofed in him, by gloffing over falfhoods and 
injultice, with fpecious pretences of duty and loyalty 
to his father, {o that, in effedt, ,his artifice was as 


cultivated fo itriét a friendfhip with him as Phero- 
ras; while Ancipater artfully encompaffed him with 
a female claw, that watched his words and aétions; 
for Pheroras was in abfolute fubjeGlion to his wife 
and her mother, notwithftanding the hatred he bore 
them for the indignities they had offered his virgin 
daughters. But thefe were .matters too trivial to 
caule diffention between parties fo neceffary to each 
other in carrying on the main bufinefs, and who were 
all privy to fo many Important fecrets; befides, An- 


himfelf and. his mother. 


Salome, the king’s fifter, frequently thwarted their 
intentions; and being particularly informed of the 
whole. plan of this female combination, had deter- 
mined to make difcovery of it to Herod; fo that the 
accomplices finding their motions watched, and 
fearful of coming under ‘the jealoufy and difplea- 
fure of the king, contrived that their meetings in 
future fhould be more private than they had been, 
asthe mofteffectual means of evading fulpicion. As 
time.and opportunity ferved, they would take occa- 
fion to révile each other, efpecially in the prefence 

o 


: 


tipater_ was attached to them both on account of 
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of Herod, or any of his friends, who would.report 


fuch behaviour to him, and the plot was carried un- 
der this guife for fome time. : . 


: But they could conceal from Salome neither the 

Salome ait. firft contrivance, or the means through which they 

covers and had nace tome progrefs init. She traced their pro- 

commune jects ttep by ftep, and.communicated every parti- 

counvels to Cular co her brother, and not without aggravation. 

Herod, She repretented to ferod, that “Sif their private 
** aflemblies, and clandefltine counfels, were not 
°° founded upon a defign on his life, they might as 
** well beopen and public; that their affectation of 
** variance and feuds, when in public, while they 
** preferved’ unanimity in private, were evident 
** tokens of fraud and collufion; and that, in fact, 
** they aéted in perfeét coniort to accomplith one 
** common purpofe and defign.”’ 


Thus did Salome ftate the matter to Herod, who, 
though he had received fome previous hints of it, to 
which he gave credic, did not-abfolutely depend on 
his fitter’s veracity, confcious that calumny was 
one of her darling vices. eo Ao 

This female clan were much attached to a certain 

‘feé amongit the Jews, who valued themfelves 
highly upon the exact fixill they had in the law of 
their fathers, and would impofe upon mankind a 
belief that they were the peculiar tavourites of 
heaven. Thele were the Pharifces, a feét arrogant 
and crafty, who, through confummate pride and va- 
nity, made no conicience of infulting majefty, and 
trampling upon royal authority. “Accordingly, 
when the whole nation of the Jews were called upon 
The Pha- to {wear allegiance to the king and to Ca:lar, there 
rifees re- ~— refufed of: this feét a number amounting to above 
. fafetheoath yong, “Being condemned by the king to a fine for 
ofatlegiance ; “7 2 : ; oo Ge 
«this refufal, the wife of Pheroras depofited it for 
Bei be the them. In order to requite this kindnefs, as they 
wifeof Phe. pretended to poflefs a foreknowledge of events from 
roras. , Divine infpiration, chey foretold that it was the 
‘their pres Divine decree, that the kingdom fhould_ be tran 
dition. — ferred from’ Herod and his fons, to the princefs, her 
hufband Pheroras, and their iffue. 


Salome gave the king notice of this, and of the 
, ‘ bribery and corruption that had been practifed -at 
court in favour of this intereft. Upon ftric&t fearch 
Bagoas, and and enquiry, feveral Pharifees were apprehended 
Dera. and put to death, as the authors of this feditious 
puttodeath, Prefage. Amongi{t thofe who fuffered upon the oc- 
cafion, was Bagoas, and Herod’s minion Carus, be- 
fides leveral of his family, that were convicted of ° 
\ the con{piracy upon the teftimony of the Pharifees 
themlelves. Bagoas was perfuaded to maintain an 
idle notion, that.he was to be celebrated as the be- 
nefactor of the prince that was defigned for the 
throne; and every thing was to fucceed with the 
new king, and the government to be eftablifhed in 
his family. : 


When Herod had punifhed the criminal Phari- 
: fees, he called a council of his friends, and exhi- 
Herod ace Dited an accufation againft the wife of Pheroras, al- 
eves the ledging, “* that it.was through her counfel and ad- 
witeofPhe- vice, that his brother fo contemptuoully rejected 
tecome the tender of the royal virgins to him in Marriage ; 
mends her and that fhe had moft unnaturally, and againft all 
Hiveree. - Jaw, fomented feuds between brethren, both by 
deeds and words; that fhe had abetted the feditious 
Pharifees, in eafing them of the finé, which he him- 
{elf had impofed;, and, in fhore, that fhe was the 
principal agent in the confpiracy.””? From thefe pre- 
miles, he took occafion to recommend to Pheroras 
the propriety of putting away a woman of fo infa- 
mous 2 character, without any perfuafion from 
him, efpecially as matters were come to fuch a pafs, 
that he mut cither difown her as a wife, or never 

expect ta be owned by the king as a brother. 


ieniatiee * PAeroras was much afleéted by this paffionate de- 
dates to pat Charation of Fferod, and peremptorily declared, 
be away. that no confideration fhould move himi to renounce 
his wife, fince he would rather die than live without 

her company. Merod then moderated his anger, 

only forvidding Antipater and his mother any com.’ 
mumecacion “with Pheroras, and the female clan’ 

-their ufual aflemblies. They promifed obedience 
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ta the king’s orders, but kept up their former inter. | 
courfe, and elpecially that between Antipater and 


Pheroras. ie 


CH AP. 


Iv. 


The jealoufy of Herod alaris Antipater, whois fini t 

' Roie Ds prefents, and Hered’s loft will ie 
ment. Syllaus charged with treafon, and to be tried 
at Rome. aS 


.NTIPATER having now a ftrong fufpicion of 
his father’s jealoufy and dilpleafure, and being 
apprehenfive of experiencing their effects, wrote to 
his friends at Rome, to have him fent for with ail Herd tes 
expedition to wait upon Augultus. is requelt antic? 
being immediately complied with, Herod difparch. Cs 
ed him with rich prefents, and his laft will and tefta. 
ment, wherein he declared Antipater’his fucceffor, 
or, in cafe of his deceafe, his fon Herod, whom he 
had by the daughter of the high-prieft. : 


At the fame Syllzus, the Arabian, went to Rome, artizes 
though he had neglected to obey the injunctions of ™4s 
Cefar. Antipater there accufed him of ‘the fame teu bee 
crimes of which he had formerly been accufed by Caf 
Nicolaus of ‘Damafcus, as advocate for Herod. ; 
Syllzeus was alfo accufed by Aretas, for having 
put to. death, at Petra, feveral men of rank and 
character, without his knowledge or confent; and, 
amoneft otliers, Schemus, a perfon worthy of uni- s4 
verfal efteem ; and Jikewife Fabarus, one of the em- ewn” 
peror’s fervants. The circumftance relative to Fa. sa: 
batus was this: qathee, 


There was one Corinthus in Herod’s suards, a 
man in whom he particularly confided. ° Sylaus 
tampered with this man for a confiderable {um of 
money, to take off the king; and the offer had fuch 
an effect, that he had promifed to execute his pro- 
pofal. Fabatus, having been made acquainted with 
this circumftance, immediately related it to the 
king. Corinthus, being puttothe torture, confefled ° 
the whole plot. He alfo caufed to be apprehended 
two Arabians, the one the head of a tribe, and the 
other a friend of Syllzus, who being both put to 
the torture, confeffed chat they came thither to.prefs 
Corinthus to the execution of what he had under- 
taken, and to affift him init, if there fhould be oc- 
cafion. Theinformations were fent by Herod to 
Sacurninus, and by him to Rome, where the caule 
was to be heard and decided. 








CHAP. V. ' 


Pheroras, at Herod’s command, retires to bis govern- 
ment, and fwears not to return during the -king’s 
life. Herod falls fick, and fends for Pheroras, who 

excufes himfelf upon the plea of bis oath. Death of 


Pbheroras. 


HEN Herod found Pheroras inflexibly:at- 
tached to his’ wife, he commanded him (0 jane 
retire to his: government; and he moft willingly Het ¢ 
obeyed; taking:a folemn oath not to return during 
the life of Herod. Wor did he fwerve from his ° 
vow; for the king foon after falling ‘fick, he was 
requefted to pay him a vifit, and receive fome fe- 
cret orders trom’ him before he died. Pheroras 
pleaded in excufe; that he was under oath, and 
durft not break it. Herod, however, fo far re- 
laxed in his hatred to his brother, that, when Phero- . 
ras himfelf fell fick, foon after, without following Phe 
his example, he, of his own accord, paid hima vilit. pont 
The diftemper carried him off; and the king $aV€ jnent? 
orders for the conveyance of his body to Jerufalem, Jxx* 
where it was honourably interred. « The death, o 
Pheroras became the origin of Antipater’s misfor- 
tunes, though he was now at Rome; for juftice 
at length arrefted, and broughe him to account 70r 
the blood of his brothers. “I fhall give a minute 
detail of this circumftance, that jr may be a warn- 
ing tomankind to conduét their lives by the rules 
of virtue, : 


2 . , CHAP. 
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CHAP. YI. 


Enquiry into the death of Pheroras: Poifon zs admi- 
“mpered t6 Lim by a confident of Sylleus. Several 
" asemen put to the torture. 4 charge exbibited and 
proved againft the mother of Autipater. Doris 
jivipped of her jewels and baiiifbed. Antipatey joins 
i a plot to poijon the king. The widow of Pheroras 
nakes difcovery of the whole. Lajft words of Phe- 
roras in difcharge of bis confeience. Adore witneffes 
examined. -Elerod puts away bis wives. Bathyllus 
brings-poifen from Rome for Autipater’s mother and 
Pheroras. oo 


' ” FTER the performance of thé-funeral obfe- 
‘quies, twoot Pheroras’s freed-men, who had 
been much efteemed by him, applied to Herod, and 
intreaced him not to fuffer the murder of his brother 
to pals unavenged, but to make the minuteft fearch, 
in order to bring the perpetrator of it to condign 
sy  punifhment. They intormed the king, who gave 
wening Sreat credit to their words, that cheir mafter fupped 
ede with his wife the night he was taken ill, and thaca 
Hhererass vercain potion was brought him with a fort of food 
, thathe had not been accuftomed toeat: that when 
he had eaten, he died of it: that his potion was . 
brought out of Arabia, under pretence of its being 
a love potion, but, in reality, ro cake him off, as the 
Arabian women are fkilled in compounding fuch . 
poitons, The woman, againft whom they alledged 
this charge, was confeffedly an intimate friend of 
one of Syllzus’s miftreffes. It was alfo depofed, 
that both the mother and filter of Pheroras’s wife 
had been.at, her place of abode, perfuaded her to 
fell this potion, and brought it with them the day 
before it was adminiftered to him at fupper. 


uf The king was fo enraged at hearing the ftory, 
Bernat wo. that he ordered feveral of the women to be put.to 
Been pur to the torture, free as well as flaves. ‘They-continued, 
pes eure. fome time without confeffion, till, at length, one of 
; them, in che agony of torment, exclaimed, ‘* Would 
* to heaven the mother of Antipater were now un- 
** der the fame anguifh, for that bafe woman has 
* been the caufe of all our miferies.” This difco- 
very put Herod upon a refolution to extort from 
them every particular of the plor, and to run 
: through the whole proje&t from circumftance to 
Bie femnate CIFCUMftance ; as, at their private meetings and con- 
Bpehincy fultations, che occafional difcourfes that paffed be- _ 

var twixt Tderod and Antipater had been minutely dif- 
cuffed, as well as the means that were to be uled to 
keep matters from the knowledge of Pheroras. 


The female witneffes farther enlarged upon the 
hatred Antipater bore his father, and that he had 
complained to his mother how very long he lived, 
infomuch, that, as he was himfelf advanced in years, 
if the kingdom fhould devolve to him, it would 
not afford him any great pleafure: that, as there 
were many brothers, who had children bringing up, 
his hopes were but uncertain: that, in cale of his 
death, Herod had ordained chat the kingdom fhould 
be conferred not on his fon, but rather on a’ brother. 
It was added, that he had accufed the king of great 
barbarity, and of the fNaughter of his fons; and 
thar it was from the fear he was under, left he fhould 
do the like to him, that he contrived this journey to 
Rome, as well as {ent Pheroras back to his govern. 
ment. a 
Thele particulars were ¢onfonant with what his 
fifter had told him, and therefore tended to corrobo. 
mie, Tate her teftimony, and free her from the fufpicion 
b Doris, OF unfaithfulnefs. ,Being perfeétly fatished of the 
rather treatonable defigns of Doris, the mother of Anti- 
ty ce: Pater, Herod immediately itripped her of all her 
bis pae jewels to the value of many talents, and expelled 
: her the palace ; while he treated the women of Phe- 
roras’s family with more lenity on account of their 
Information. . 5 






peeore 


There was abundant proof againft Antipater; but 
the moft unpardonable article of his accufation was 


oe from the confcffion of one Antipater,-a Sa- 
No, 23. . 
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marian, an officer of great truft under Antipater, “es inees 
the fon of Herod. This man, among other things, eee 
averred, that his mafter had pura mortal poifon into poiion ue 
the hands of Pheroras, for the king to take in his s. 
abfence, as the work might then be effected with 


| lefs futpicion. The poifon’ (he faid) was brought 


outof Egypt, by Antiphilus, a friend of Antipater,, 
and fent to Pheroras by Theudion, the brother of 
the mother of Antipater, and by that means came 
to the wife of Pheroras, her hufband having, given 
it her. co keep. When the king interrogated her con- 
cerning it, fhe confeffed ; and, as the was running to 
fetch it, fhe calt herfelf down trom one of the pa- - 
lace galleries into the court, but the bruife the re- 
ceived was not mortal. As foon as fhe came to her- 
felf, the king promifed her and her domettics pardon; 


.upon condition of their declaring the whole cruth ; 


but threarened them with the fevereft torments, if 
they concealed any part of the delign. 


- Upon this Pheroras’s widow bound herfelf, by a 
folemn oath, to lay open the whole matter, without 
the leatt referve, and declared what was generally 


/ fuppofed to be true; that ** The portion was brought 


out of Egypt by Antiphilus, and that his bro- contesion 
“ ther, who wasa phyfician, had procured it: that, of the wi- 


dow of Phes + 


“ when Theudion brought it, fhe kept it, upon fore 
“* Pheroras’s committing it to her, being prepared, , 
* at the inftance of Antipater, for the king: tha, 
© when Phereoras fell fick, and the king treated him 
“* with fuch brotherly kindnefs, he was greatly af- 
* feéted thereby, and calling to her, after his de- 
es pastes exclaimed, that Antipater had inveigled 
** tim into a moft unnatural plot for poifoning his 
“© brother, and che traitors’s father: that Pheroras, 


~ * recoiling at fo horrid an aét, and determined not 


“* toincur fuch heinous guilt in leaving this mortal 
“* life, requefted her immediately to bring the poi- 
“© fon, and throw it into the fire before his face: 
“¢ that, upon thefe words, fhe fetched it, and threw 
“ the greater part into the fre, referving a {mall re- . 
“* mainder for herfelf, in cafe ic fhould be her lot, 
** after the deceafe of her hufband, to be put to ex- 
** tremities.” e 

With thefe words the produced the box ¢ontain- 


ing the poifon before them sll; when the mother of 
Antiphilus, and another brother of his, being both Confirma-- 


pur to the queftion, they confirmed the matter, by tion of the 


Siving evidence as to the identity of the box itfelf, "=" 
There was an accufation exhibited alfo againgt poroa gi- 
one of the king’s wives, the daughter of the high- vorces the 


prieft; and as they could not bring her to confeffion, ee of 


Herod caft her off, and flrack her ton, of his own prieft, and 
name, out of his will, though he had appointed him difinherits . 
his fucceffor, if Antipater had died before him, her fn. 
He depofed Simon, his father-in-law, from the 
pontificate ; and raifed Matthias, of Jerufalem, the 

jon of Theophilus, to that dignity. 


In the mean time Bathyllus, one of Antipater’s . 
freed-men, came from Rome, and being put to the 7 
torture, confeffed that he brought poifon for An- Confesion 
tipater’s mother, and for Pheroras; that if the for- of Bathyl- 
iner potion did not operate, they might try the ocher, ™* ° 
There came alfo, at the fame. time, Jetters from He- 
rod’s friends at Rome, by the approbation, and at Ach 

° . rchelaus 
the fuggeftion, of Antipater, to accufe Archelaus 5 Philip, 


and Philip, as if they calumniated their father on fois of He- 


account of the murder of Alexander and Arifto- 1% ,arcac- 

bulus ; and tl iferated their unl fate, Antipar 
ulus ; and they commiferated their unhappy fate, Aotiparr. 

fuggetting alfo, that they were recalled, tobe treated | 

in the fame manner with thofe who went: before 

them. Thefe letters had been procured, for great 


‘rewards, by Antipater’s friends, while -he himfelf ° 


wrote to Herod in his ufual prevaricating manner, 
both accufing and excufing the brothers, to glofs 
over the matter, by means of {pecious pretence, and 
ambiguous hints. The controverfy was ftill main- 
tained between Syllzus and Antipater ; the latter of 
whom had procured a number of friends and advo- 


cates, by means of prefents, amounting to an-ex- 


pence of two hundred talents. It feems a matter of 
wonder, that there fhould be fo many accufations 


-exhibjted againft him in Judza, during the fpace 


of feven months, without his having knowledge of 
them; though this may be reconciled to probability, 
Yyy po ak . when 


mere 
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when it is obferved, that the roads were ftridly » 
guarded, and that Antipater was generally decetted, - 
to thac none would rifque the hazerd of informa- 
tion. ue ‘ 2 


CHA P.. VIt.. 
fer and Flered. 


aler gous £0 
Quin. 

tilins Varus, governor of Syria, bolds conufet with 
Flered at Rome. Aatipater comesinu flateto the pa- 

« face. Is admitted, but his train excluded. A charge 
« of treafon and fratricide exbidited cga:nf him. Trial 
‘appointed for the next day, Quintilias Varus'to pre- 
Jide on the bench. Satonie and cll the evidences pro-. 
“duced, -Fleyod prefers. bis, accitfation. Antipater 
makes kis own defence: , Nicolaus of Damafeus, 
counfel for Eerod, urges the profecution, aid applies 
40 Varus for juftice. Divers charges allédecd. to 
ntipater. Elis-charaéter painted in the noft odious 
‘light, He is comimitted to prifon. Letters inter- 
cepted, and difcoveries inade. Llerod Jeuds a ftate of 

| the whole cafe to Rome. wt’ si 





Ariful correfpondence between Autip: 
- News of the death of Pheroras. "Austit 
debafte, where be is nniver fall): enecr 
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Terod NTIPATER, having‘writtento the king, that 
writes to he was fereling his afzirs at Rome, and, pre- 
peers paring for'his return, Herod concéaled his refent- 
home. , Ment, and wrote back cto him, ‘defising him not to 
' defer-his journey, Jeft any mifadventure fhould be’ 
fall him in his abience. The king avoided any hints. 
of dilpleafure in his letter; except fome trifling céom- 

. plaints againft his mother, which, on his return, he 
cleclared fhould fubfide. Indeed, he made profef- 
fions of candourand friend fhip, fearing thar, through 
fulpicion,-he might defer his journey, anc that, dur-- 
ing his continuance at Rome, he might concert plans 
for fupplanting him in the govérnment. wee 

‘. This letter came ‘to ‘Antipater’s hands as he was 

upon the way'in Cilicia: but he had’ received thie 

news of: the death of -Pheroras: before, at Taren- 

tum, and with much concern; not from any affec- 

tion to Pheroras, but from difappointment in ‘his 

‘ . not having taken off his father, according to pro- 
_mife. . Upon his arrival at Calenderis, a city of Ci- 
dicia, he deliberated with himfelf, whether he fhould ° 

proceed or return, being much chagrined at the dil- 

race his mother had fuitained in her ejection. Some 

: ‘of his friends advifed him to wait, im expectation of 

‘ farther intelligence; others to haften home without 

delay, not doubting but, upon his artival, he would 

invalidate all charges brought againft him; ‘as his ac- 

cufers derived all their weight ‘and importance from 

his abience, being thereby prevented trom refuting 


their cales and calumnies. 


Thefe arguments prevailed with him to proceed, 

fo that he continued his courfe, and foon ‘landed -at 

Sebafte, a:port ereéted by Herod, at an-incredible 
expence,' in honour of Auguftus Ceefar, and called 

Antipiter is atter his name Cefeera. ‘Here he found hinielf in 
us ase tee a moft mortifying fituation, as now,-on his ‘return, 
a! Cefaren, HE received not one token of refpeét: nay; on the 
" contrary, was. infuleed with execrations ; whereas 

_ before, at his departure, he was followed with warm 

_. benecliétions, and joyful acclamations: Nor could 

the people but entertain an averfion for him, while 

they fuppoied .he was going to receive punifhment 


for the horrid crime of fratricide. 
Quintitinis Quintilius Varus, fucceffor of Saturninus in. the 
cs Os, Governmencof. Syria, was at this time at Jerufalem, 
government Coming thither at the requelt of Herod, to.afGft him 
of Syria, with his advice in the prefenc ftate of affairs. . As 

they were fitting togerher in counfel, Antipater came. 

into the palace, arrayed in his robes of flare; the 
gates having bee fer open to him, though his train 
were excluded. ‘This circumitance threw him into 
fome agitation of mind, which was freatly increafed 
upon hts prelenting himfelf co his father’s embrace, 
when he was fpurned from him with reproaches of 
dratricide and treafon, and given to underfland, thar 


 “ amuft devolve upon him. (What advantage can 
-* he propole to himfelf in the gratification of fo 


Rome? With refpeét to the charge brought by 


‘tary effufion of tears, and therefore defired. Nico: #! 
-laus. of Damafeus, -his old and: particular, friend, . 


- © trjed-allégiance with fo foul-a blot ?Could I de- 


'& his royal power, that.I was in thé poffefion 


or THE JEWS. " Boox. Xyy 
he would be publicly in court charged ‘With. thof 
crimes the following day,’and that Varus would 
prefide as judge upon histrial. Peciring im the yr. 
most coniufion, he was met by his.mother and wits 
(the daughter of Antigonus, Eierod’s prececefior) , 
irom whom having learned “all circumittances con. 


upon his trial. 


cerning him, he then prepared himfelf tor.detence 


; ete ; 

Cn the day following the court aflembled, Varys ,. 
and the king fitting in‘judgment, with. their friends = 
about them. Salome, the king’s fitter, was cited 
thicher alfo, with cthers of their relations. | There 
weie brought thither likewife all thofe who had 
made any voluntary .difcovery, cr any. confeffion 
‘upon torture; and befides, fome of thedomeftics of 





_ Antipater’s mother, who had been taken up a Hele 


before’ his return, ‘and breught with them letters, 
importing, by way of caution,. “‘ that he fhould ‘by 
** no means come back, fince the whole. niatter was 


s. come to his father’s knowledge,: and Caslar was 


- “the only refuge he had left.” Antipater then 


threw himfelf ar the king’s feet, requefting only to 
be admitted tohis defénce, and not condemned un- 
heard. Herod ordered him to rife and ftand forth to Herds. 
take his trial. The Icing then addrefed.himfelf to cules Ath 
the court, in words to the following purport: ee 


** Tam (faid-he) an_ unfortunate man, to: have 
“€ been the father of fuch children, and to fall at 
‘© Jength, in my advanced age, into’ the hands of 
‘© fuch’a wretch as Antiparter. I have been affidu- 
** oufly attentive to his education, nor have I denied: 
“him any requefts he ever made. Aind what is his 
“ return? A conipiracy againft my life, and an at. 
‘© cempt to feize on a crown by impious: viulence, 
*¢ ‘which, by the double right of title and free git, 


** extravagant. an ambition? as I made him a fuc- 
** ceffor by will, and effectually a partner’with me, - 
“in dignity, glory, and power, even ‘during my 
* own life, fettled on-him an annual income of fifty 
‘© talents, and made him an allowance of three hun- 
**‘dréd ‘more ‘for the expence’ of ‘his journey to 


‘© hint againit his brothers, if they were guilty, he 
‘has imitated their example ; if not, he:has al- 
‘© ledged’ groundlels charges againft ‘his near rela- 
** tions, and-by that means abifolved them,-and in- 
“ curred himfelf the guile of parricide.?: . - 





The king could not proceed-throtigh an involun- am 





who was thoroughly inftruéted in every circum- 
flance relative tothe cafe, té proceed to the exami- 
nation of the witnefles, and anexplaijation of their 
refpectiveevidences. Antipater, by’ way of preven- 
tion, applied himilelf to his defence, and turning to 


his father, thus fpoke: ‘= ; 
**’Can there be a probability (faid he) that, after 
‘*- having, refcued : my- father. from<the treacherous 
‘* defigns of fo many others, I fhould’at length tura 
** traitor to him myfelf;-orfully the-reputation of a 


‘* fire to be greater or more happy-than'l was ?:Or 
“© could Ibe actuated by fuch. egregious folly, a 
“ under the molt fplendid circumftances, to-expole 
“ myfelf-to infamy and mifery:?. The ‘fucceffion, 
** was fettled upon me according to every form-% 
‘¢ Jaw’; and I -was, fo far admitted. by,, the: king's 
‘* bounty into.a fhare with him in‘the exercile 
“<< government, in effect rather. than expectan g, and 
‘© thar without any one to controul me, or,envy My. 
“S claim. -Wliy fhould I feek thac'with danger, of 
** which I acquired the quiet enjoym 








rhent by-the rec- 
** titude of my conduct © or expofe mylelf.to cer 
‘* tain infamy,.for the vain ‘flattery of an uncertal, 
** hope? efpecially confidéring the confequences © 
** this ambition, with refpeéct ro my brothers, yor 
** YT myfelf acculed, convicted; and pun! pat 
“¢ This I did, and of this I fhall never repent, 


Colo eam asglize nav - merit 0 
© on the cantrary, value myfelf on ae Me ervices 





Secum, as 8 OE: 


| th 


i 
? 9 


if 
i 


We ae =] 


N 
N 
N 
1 


Be 


eneey 
mi 
ie 


FF 
i 
yi 


TOE TL TC 
RT an 


Rx 


Byer 


; Wy 
LEEKS Ys Oe ce C2 eR SO icy 


iD 


AS 





pg 


a? EP ee ER Pe re 




































































CHER EER EEE ESE EN SY LRERREL EE ESE CY PLS 





OWL: 


a Wiig HEROD 7<, 
li ae 
whotiudformed Z 

















ALE ; 


Ca 
aa Ses 
aie eo 9 

Se 





f : 7 
breacherots Cite byaveruf hes 707 NNTIPAT. 


* topeg Moe, aes: 
; wathoeahife: Dee eo Manifp aes bhroie 


BeHp its ee 


Diblivhed usthe detidireete by h Cork NY Lig uwt sa Pew, 


( 


KA Z RIS U 3 fans 
ee 8 Toohey seugp, 





ER, 


2 


ESE 











or Tre JEWS. 

* of the brothers with that of the father; and by 

- fo doing, not only to efcape the punifhment you 

= have delerved, but to bring your parent to bear 

the burden of your crimes, in fuch a parricide as 

“* was never heard of before: for che treafon wus 

not formed againtt a perfon of the common rate 

., OF fathers, bur againft a yparene tender and in- 
«, dulgent to the higheft degree; the confpirator 
., marked ous for the fucceilion already, a hall= 
= fharer in the.crown by advance, fetcled before- 
hand inthe prefentenjoyment of his greatnefs, and 
fecure in the reverfion of ic by his father’s will: 
e but your infatiable defires were.not to be bounded 
es by his. gecdnefs, but by fuch meéafures only as 

. your own ingratitude and perverfenels fhould pre- 

** fcribe. Your own half of his right would noc 
“S aniwer your end, unlels you might have his part 

* too. Your pretence was the faving df him, when, 

© arthe Jame time, the plot was to deftroy him: and 

“© the crime was notall your own, but your mother 

“© was made a party in it, and the whole family was 

“* by it embroiled. After all this, what can you 

“ think of the infolence of calling your father 

“ bealt ? Bue neither. your relations or your bene- 

“© factors are to efcape the poifon of your fcandal : 

SS and, as if the-venom of your own-heart had not 

** been fufficient to initruét and irritate a revenge, 

“© you have called to your help your guards, coun- 

“© fellors, and fuborners of both fexes, in a’confede- 

“© racy againit one antient man: and now, after the | 

torturing of fo many men and women, frec and 

“© faves, one with another, upon your account, and 
** atter fuch a cloud of undeniable evidences, you 
** have yet the confidence to out-face the truth, and 
“© to follow your enterprize upon the life of your 
** ‘father, with an attempt upon the authority of the 
*< very Jaw that punifhes fuch criminals: and this 

- you do in contradiction to the equity of Varus, 

**,and to the univerfal meafures of natural juftice. 

“© What is it that makes you dilparage extorted ce{- 

** timonies, bur becaufe you would derogate from 

“* the credit of thoi¢ proofs that lay open to your ie 

*¢ wickednefs, aad,conduce to the préfervation of 
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« fervice, a8 the higheft infance I could give my 
« honoured father of filial duty, and jnviolable alle- 
« giance. With refpect to my general conduct in 
“ the city of Rome, I dare appeal to Casiar him-.- 
« felt) who can no more‘be impoled upon than an 
 oyacle, and could produce feveral letters, unc cr 
“ his own hand, in my favour, Would it not - 
* unjalt, would ic not be impious, to oppole the 
«© calummnics of abandoned men to tbe authority of 
© uch anquettionable evidence ?.or a fet, of mif- 
“ creants, whole chief” pleatare is to embroil the: 
© yoyak tamily, and who have taken the advantage, 
: “ iq my ablence, of pofefling the people with ee 
“ f¢amatory rumours againit me, which they could 
“ never compels fo long as 1 was within dhitance of 
“ {peaking for myfelt. With retpeét to the evidence 
“ extorted: by the rack, it ts commonly falle, be- 
“ caufe the anguifh of extreme pain naturally im- 
* pels che fufferer co many things, to gratify thole 
wipers “ ap whofe inftance they are put to the queition.” 
gs at Phis faid, he offered himiclf to be put to the quel- 
Pu tion, and abide the iffue of it. 
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Antipater delivered his defence with fuch energy 
as to excite the compaffion of the whole court, and 
draw tears even from his enemies ; nay, Herod him- 
felt was obferved torelent, although he did his ut- 
moit to conceal it. : 


When Antipater had gone thus far, Nicolaus 
took up the caufe where the king left it, feanned 
every article, cited and fummed up the proofs, the 
names of the witneffes, and the particular contel- 
fions of thofe that had been put to the queftion. 
Te pafled then to the fubjeét of the king’s bounty, 
care, and tenderne!s, inthe education of hischildren, 
and how ill ic was requited. ‘* As for Alexander 
* and Ariftobulus, while they were under the do- 
“¢ minion of ambition, rather than avarice, and 
“ hurried on by the intenmiperate motions of youth 
“* and hot blood, it was not fo much a wonder for 
“¢ them (faid he) to be debauched by evil couniel, 
* into a neglect or contempe of their duty; but as, 
“to the caie of Antipater, it was worfe than bru-: 
“© tal; for in the very fierceft of beafts there is’a 
** kind of natural gratitude for their keepers: . 
“© whereas this man was fo far from being gained 


Ts 
cols “ 





** your father ? - 


“* Sir, (lays Nicolaus to Varus,) by the majefty of 


ANS Saint & the : ee 4 ros 
““ upon by the goodnefs and bounty of an indul- {| « oe son sae au ee ee ort honour, I 
** pent father, that, as he was not to be deterred by |} ¢ indionities Piikawndn wily. snd deli 8 trom i: ac 
“* the calamitous example of his brothers, fo, on the |} ¢¢ Is 8.0 amity, ¢ ver up this 


moniter of hypocrify to death ; that, under a pre- 
© text of reverence to his father, hunced after the 
** blood of his brothers; and, if he had not been 
*© teafonably detected, his father’s turn would have 
** been next, -to make his own way to the crown. 


“ contrary, he valued himifelf upon an emulation of 
“ their wickednefs and crueley. Was ir not you 
“* yourlelf, Antipater, (fays he,) chat firftdifcovered 
** their defign ? Were not you then the profecutor? 


© 


“and you yourfelf again, the director of the fen- I]. & : aes a, = 
** cence, and confeq uently of the punifhment? ‘This ee You know well that part leider ne (2TtV aCe. CHNCs, 
“ js not to reflect upon your zealand indignation bue.a public affront to the laws of lociety, and of 
“« jn fojuita caule; but it aftonifhes me to find you i reafonable beings; and fo abominable a pollution 
“ fo bitter againtt your brothers, for the very fame || ., inthe very thought, us ell as in the atts that 
‘thing that you do yourfelf; which manifeftly |} (, Wheever fuffers it to pals unpunifhed, offers an 
 fhews, that your buiinefs was not fo much the indignity to human nature itleli. 

prefervation of the father, as the ruin of the chil- ‘ x : oe ae 
** dren; and, under colour of a fevere brother, to Nicolaus adverted farther to fome idle exprefMions: 
ff get the repuration of a tender and dutiful fon; {{ which fell from the mother of Antipater concern- 


ing predictions, facrifices relating to the king, and 

the fucceffion of the crown, ({tories Antipater had | 

related in an hour of regale with Pheroras’s family,) 
examinations upon torture, and matters which con- 

“cerned the. teftimony of witneffes: in fine, every 

, thing was advanced by this able advocate for He-, 

‘rod that could tend to criminate Antipater, TO. jrspater 
add to his mortification and perplexity, thofe men isezpofed to 
: who were acquainted with his practices, but had @ general 


and fo wich the more fecurity to make way to the’ 
king himfeli. This was the exploit you were 
about. How came it to pafs clfe, that the .bro- 
thers were put to death, and not their accom- 
a plices ? What could be the meaning, or the end 
<, of this; bur firft, that you and they were agreed 
«, Hbon the matter 5 and fecondly, that, as foon as 
the fir difficulty fhould be over, they. might be 

at hand to help you out with the next? So that 


es 
at 
ee 
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¢, You had a double fatisfaction in the contempla- {| concealed them through fear, when they faw he ‘son, 
s. tion of your wickednetfs : the one was by impofing had been expofed to the accufations of former : 

7 publicly upon the world a moft. Aagitious im- ||, witneffes, and that his extraordinary fortune, which 

(, Diety for meritorious virtue; the ether was in the had fupported him hitherto, had now evidently be- 

te Catrying on,.and the hopes of executing that hor- trayed him into the hands of his enemies, who were 


‘ infatiable in their revenge, difcovered whatever 


«, Tid barbarity yourfelf; which you took upon you 
they knew. 


ce 6 Fevenge in others. If you had heartily deteft- 

ed that malice, you would as well have abhorred 
«, the imitation of it. But you have had the pre- 
« caution, however, to take the. beft people out of 
He the way, and to fet yourlelf clear of competitors, 
«, bcing refolved to leave neither rivals or wit, 
- neffes; arid that beirig done, to crown the murders 


(<4 . 4 
His ruin was, indeed, cffected;. but not by-the 
enmity of thofe. who were his accufers, fo much‘as’ 
his own abominable devices againf his father and 
brethren, exciting diforders in the family, caufing 
them to embrue their hands in the blood of each 
: other, 
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other, and expreffing his detcftation and regard, not 
trom principle, but merely to fublerve his preient 
purpote. Gay ea ; 

“Phe evidence in proof of what had been alledged 
againit him could not be fet afide, becaule the wit- 
nefles neither {poke out of favour to Herod, nor 
were they obliged to conceal what they knew by any- 
apprehenfion of danger; fo that they trankly in- 
veighed againft his‘tnormous crimes, which they 

- declared deferving of the higheit pun:fhment; not 

3 fo much for the king’s latety, as to deter mankind 

. * + from following fo intamous anexample. So many 

' accufations were voluntarily exhibited againft him, 

that Antipater, notwithttanding his fhrewdneis and 

effrontery, had nothing to advance by way of refu- 
tation. : 


When Nicolaus, and the reft of the accufers, had 
Jeft off (peaking, Varus addrefled himfelt to Anti- 
pater, telling him, if he had any thing to offer in 
his'own defence, the court was ready to hear him, 
as his father and himtelf were equally defirous of 
finding him entirely innocent. Antipater then caft 
himlelt upon the ground, and appealed tothe Great 

_ Searcher of Hearts, befeeching him to vindicate his 


TTis - i oe Teas 
mite imnocence, as to any injurious defign upon his ta- 


fumite 


hypocrify.. ther, by fome evident token trom heaven, that ‘J: 


would convince the world of his integrity. | This 
is che ufual method with men deftitute of virtue ; 


Excellent 
remarks of when they undertake actions, it is in conformity to 
Jofephus, " : : + we : 

their cwn inclinations, as if they believed the Su- 


preme Being had no concern with human affairs : 
but when once they are found cut, and are im dan- 
ger of undergoing the punifhment due to. their 
crimes, they endeavour to overthrow all the evi- 
dence againtt them by an hypocritical appeal to the 
grear- fountain of truth and juftice. + ‘This was the 
very cafe of Antipater, who, when he acted, in every 
“inttance, as if there had been noSupreme and Super- 
intending Being, and was in confequence arretled 
by juftice, but had nothing to invalidate the evi- 
dence adduced againft him, prefumptuoufly in- 
fulted the Majetty of Hleaven, afcribed it to his 


~ power that he had been preferved hitherto, and pro- - 


duced toall who were prefent, the difficulties he had 
_ undergone in exerting himielf for che prelervation 
of his father. “ 

Varus, finding he could give no direct anfweér to 
any of the queftions, except appeals to heaven, or- 
dered the potion to be brought before the court, in 
order to make crial of the force of it. Ie was ac- 

eich cordingly ' brought, and being adminiftered to a 

made of the Criminal under jentence of condemnation, he im- 

potion, mediately expired. Upon thisexperiment the courte 
rofe, and Varus went away the next day to Antioch, 
the place of his ulual abode, as the kings of Syria 
commonly make that the place of their general re- 
fidence. 


‘The particulars that pafied between Varus and 

Hiecrod were not known to the generality of the 

people, though:it was fuppofed, upon the whole, 

that his proceedings towards his ion were according 

to his entire approbation. When Herod had com- 

Antipater is.imitted him to prifon, he fence letters to Ceetar at 
an ae Rome, by meflengers, who were directed to intorm 
y him of the heinous crime of which Antipater had 
been found guilty. At this very time a letter was 

found written to Antipater, by Antiphilus, out of 

Egypt, which, when opened, appeared to contain 

* the following contents. ‘* I have fent you Acme’s 

*¢ letter at the hazard of my life. You well know, I 

Antiphi- °° am in danger from two families, if I am dilco- 


Jus’s letter ¢¢ . : pes Aah gas rs 
todnupaer ,, Weed. | 1 with you fuccels in your prefent under- 
taking, 


The king made a ftrict enquiry for the other let- 
ter of Antiphilus’s fervant; who brought that which 
had been read; but he denied having received ir, till 
at length it was difcovered enclofed within a feam of 
his upper garment: the contents were thele: ‘ I 

Siitiete have written to your tather according co the pur- 
certs Antic ., POrt of your defire. I have taken a copy, and 
pater. — dent it as if it came from Salome to my miftrefs 
e (Julia.) You will find, when you read it, thac 
“ Fierod will punifh Salome as plotting againit 

I 


‘had been bribed with large pretents to affil( him jy 


V 7 HILE Herod’s ambaffadors were making the ,, 
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him.” This pretended letter of Salome to Julia 
was compoied ‘by Antipater,. as to its real meaning 
but in the words of Acme it ran thus: “J have 
** done my endeavour that nothing which ee 
*¢ fhould be concealed trom you: therefore, y i taal 
*© finding a letter written trom Salome to my me = 
“© treis againil you, J have taken a copy and fentit 
* you, at the hazard of my lite, but for your ad 
** vantage. The reafen fhe wrote it was her Brea 
* defire of being married:to Sylaus. Do you there 
“* tore deftroy this letter, that | may not come inte 
** danger ot my lite.” Acme had written to Anti. 
pater himfelf, znd informed him thar, in obedience 
to his command, fhe had herfelr written to Hered 
as it Salome had laid 9 plot againft him, and had 
alfo fent a copy of aletter, as coming trom Salom- 
to her mittreis. This Acme.wasa Jewels, and ter. 
vant to Juha, Ca:lar’s wife. She carried on this de. 
vice trom an attachment to Antipater, by whom fhe 




































his infamous practices againit his father and ius 
aunt. 


LHicrod was fo enraged at this late inftance of the ,, 
baieneis of Antiparer, that he was ready to order 
him to immediate execution, not only for havine's 
plotted againtt his lite and his fifter’s, but even cer 
rupted Czelar’s domettics. Salome cid all in her 
power to initigate him to it, calling upon him tw flay 
her, if he could produce any credible teflimony thee 
fhe had ated in this manner. Hered tence fur his: 
ion, interrogated him on the matter, and called upon 
him to offer what he could in his own vindication. 
Being deteéted in his villainy, he ftood mute ; upon 
which Herod commanded him, without delay, to 
make dilcovery of his affociates in thefe abominable 
practices, when he laid the whole upon Antiphilus, 
mentioning none elle. Flerod hereupon had relolved 
to lend this mifcreant to Ceelar to antwer for his 
crimes; but fearing, left, through the affitlance of 
his triends there, he might efcape condign punith- jess 
mene, he kept him clole prifoner, and jent ambat- artstts 
fadors to Rome with a ftate of the cate, inttructions 4!" 
and copies 6f the letters given in evidence, and, in °” 
particular, with an account of Acme’s being con- 
cerned in the plot. ‘ 








CHAP. VIII. 


Herod is feized with a diftemper, and makes his will. 
A Sedition among ft the fews abetted by two eminent 
mei, ‘Fudas and Matthias. Herod's life defpaired of. 
The golden eagle is thrown down from the temple at the 
inftance of Judas and Mattbias. They are taken iuto 
cuftedy. ~ Fuptify themfelves. Sent bound to Fericho. 
Matthias is depofed from the pontificate, and Foxcr 
advanced to that dignity. The iafirgents are butt 
alive. Herod’s diftemper increafes. He feids for Sa- 
leme aud Alewas. Ets final cruelty. 


: 


’ beft of their way with their letters and initruc- jie 
tions for Rome, he fell into a dittemper, made his «a: 
will; and having conceived an unfavourable op!- "7°" 
nion of Archelaus and Philip, through. the calum- 
nies of Antipater, he declared Antipas, his youngek . 
fon, his fucceffor. He bequeathed a thoufand ta- 
lents to Czefar; and to his wife Julia, his children, 
friends, and freed-men, five hundred talents. The 
reft of his money, with his lands and revenues, he, 
diftributed amongft his children and grand childrens 
and left his fitter Salome.a very confiderable fortune, 
in acknowledgment.of her unfhaken fidelity. Being yi- 
now inthe téventieth yezr of his age, and defpairiny 
of recovery, he becatine fo petulant and_choleric, 
as to be the plague and deteltation of all around 
hin: and he feemed to have indulged this difpoli- 
tion and temper, through a prevailing conceit that 
he was fallen into contempt and odium with the 
people, who were therefore pleafed with his misfor- 
tunes. Indeed, he was confirined in this opinion bY 
acommotion that foon happened upon the following 


occalion. © 
‘There 
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There were two men, Judas and Matthias, who 
aeation. ad acquired great reputation amongit the J ee 
; their learning, eloquence, and {killin the Jaws on 
were particularly beloved by the people, | tor the 
care they took in training the rifing generation to 
the knowledge and practice of theduties of their pro- 
feffion, When thele men, eminent for their attach- 
ment tothe religion and cuftoms of theircountry, as 
handed down from their ancetftors, found that his lite 
was defpaired of, they excited the younger part of 
the people co deftroy the new itructures which the 
king had ereéted, contrary to the law of their fa- 
thers, giving them all affurance of obtaining the re- 
wards due to their exertions in fo noble a caute. 
Vhey repreiented tothem, that all the broils and fac- 
tions in the king’s family, andthe unutual dittemper 
with which he was now affi:cled, were judgnients 
. upon him tor his innovations. | Amongit other in- 
; yee wd {tances of fupertlitious magnificence, they men- 
B8hus  oned the large golden eagle, of prodigious weight 
and value, Jet over the portal of the temple, oblery - 
ing, that, as thac.was in dircét violation of the Jewifh 





B guafion of 





P 
fdawn 







ed's ing ov C rt 
anes daw, which politively torbids the ufe of images in 


vefthe fach cafes, ic would be a meritorious aélion to pull 

- down the eagle. 

/ ‘To enforce this injunction, they laid bfore them, 
€ that, though ic might be an enterprize of danger, a 
glorious death was much more eligible than a lite of 
conformity to fuperititious practices; and that their 
bleod could not be better {pent than in the vindica- 
tion ot the laws and rites of their country, which 
would immortalize their names, when otherwile the 
noble and ignoble would he undiltinguifhed in the 
jumie common fate; therefore ic behuved all men, of 
honour and virtue, to improve the irreverfible de- 
cree of death, by a right choice of the molt glorious 
occafion tor it; by which means they would cran{- 
mit the reward and ame of laudable aétions to their 
pollerity.” . . 

‘This addrefs was no fooner finifhed, than a ru- 
mour was fpread abroad of the king’s death, which 
enforcing the matcer recommended, the populace 

i mounted the portal at noon day, tore down_ the 

are cote cugte, and hewed it in pieces with axes, in che fighe 

med Of a valt concourle of fpectators, who were in the 
temple. “Phe captain of che king’s guard, imme- 

diately upon bearing this uproar, haltened with a 

band of Joldiers to prevent further milchief, fup- 

poling ita matier of more confequence than it was; 
for coming to the Spor, there was no enemy to be 
fecn, but a rude undilciplined multitude, that were 
all icattered upon the frft charge, except about 
forty of the mott refolute, who, with cheir leaders, 

Judas and Matchias, ftood their ground upon a 

point of honour. 


2 | hele were taken and carried prifoners to the 

. king, who demanded of them, if they had been 

fo impioully daring as to lay violent hands upon 

bughe that facred gure ? They replied, ‘* they had ic in 
ee — 3 x 


eile contemplation a long time; and at length coming 
ze to a relolution, they acted like men of virtue and 

« Courage, in putting it into execution : that what 

«, they had done, was in vindication of the honour 

ig a of the Supreme object of their adoration, and 
hee se the precepts of their great mafter, whofe difci- 
ket, (¢ ples they profeffed themfelves to be: that they 
humbly prelumed the king would not make it a 


Matter of wonder, if they preferred che laws they 
had received trom Motes, and, indeed, from their 
Creator, before any decree whatfoever : that they 
did not juffer for evil doing, but for the fake of 
conicience ; and thac they were ready to deliver 
up their bodies in this caufe, either to punifhment 
' or death.” Jr appears, from this juftification of 
their conduct, thac their profeffion and practice a- 
Sreed, and that they were ready to fuffer with the 
jame refolution as they had aéted with before. 


*, _. Phe king ordered them to be fent in chains to Je- 
tien. hitho, where he fummoned a reat council of the 
Je cading men amongft the Jews, and being very in- 
itm, was carried in a chair to the affembly. He laid 
efore them, “ that he had undergone indefatigable 
Veliki eee ee of the common- 

ro 2 empleatanimmentfecharge; 
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**-a work that thé whole Afmonean race had not Herod fates 
© been able to compals in an hundred and twenty- (3e cafe te 
“ five years: that he Had not only rebuile the ta- ai. 

“ brick, but beautified, endowed, and enriched it 

** with ornaments and prefents, worthy of fo mag - 

“© nificent an undertaking.” He concluded with 
objerving, ** that, when he thought he had fecured 

** the glory of his memory, by the good offices he 

“© had performed in his public character, he was 

** treated with ingratitude and indignity, infulted in 

“© the face of his people, his gifts and oblations 

*© torn from the very temple, and an act originating 

** fron: pious motives, conftrued into facrilege.” 


The leading men of the council, to prevent the 
dangerous confequences of that degree of rage 
into which Herod might probably be hurried upon 
theoccafion, exculpated themielves, by declaring not * 
only their innocence of the taét, bur their opinion 
thar the rioters deferved the feverelt punifhmencs 
and by thisdeclaration the king was pacified towards 
them. Asa token of his teverett relentment, he de- 
prived Matthias of the high-prieithood, upona pre- 
fumption that he was an abettor or the outrage, and 
conferred the dignity on Jozar, his brother-in-law. 
After Herod had deprived Matthias of the pontifi- 
cate, he gave orders tor the burning of the other 
Matthias, whom he termed the ring-leader of the 
fedition, and aji his companions with him, alive. 
As it fell out, there was that night an eclipic of the 
moon. 


FHlerod’s diftemper now greatly increafed, info- 

much, that it appeared a judgment upon him for 
his crimes. He Jaboured under a moit inalignant 
fever, attended with an afthma, cramps, and con- 
tractions of the nerves, together with other moft ‘ 
naufcous fymptoms. Nocwithftanding his mofk de- 
plorable fituation, he indulged hope of recovery ; 
fence chroughout his kingdom tor phyficians and re- 
medies; and pafied over the river Jordan himlelf to 
the hor baths at Callirrhoe, that empty themteltves 
into the lake of Afphaltites. Thefe waters, befides 
their mineral virtue, are not unpleafant to the palate. 
On coming to this place, his phyficians ordered him 
to bathe in a velfel of oi), which had fuch efeét upon 
him, that his attendants thought he was at the point 
of death: however, he furvived this operation fome 
time. But finding, at length, all hopes of recovery 
vain and delufive, he appointed a donation of Alry 
drachmas a man to be diftributed amongit the fol- 
diers, large fums amongtt his friends and officers, 
and jo returned to Jericho, where he became fo cho- 
leric, that he formed, as his latt refolution, a pro- 
ject that indicated macdnefs and cruelty in the ex- 
treme. . : : 


Matthias 
depoled 
from the 
pontificate, 
and Jozar 
promoted 
to it, 


Tlerod’s 
diQemper 
and tors 
ments. 


He fent out a fummons to all the principal men Herod's 
of the Jewifh nation to repair immediately to him er cruche 


at Jericho, and not fai], upon pain of death.- Upon 
their appearance, according to the proclamation, he 
ordered them all to be fhut up in the circus, (a place 
for horie races, ) one with another, guilty orinnocentr, 
and having fenc for his lilter, Salome, and Alexas, 
her hufband, addrefled them in words to the fol- 
lowing effet: ‘* The time of my departure ap- 
** proaches. Iam opprefied with pains, and death is 
** the common lot of mankind. I cannot but feel 
*© myfelf agitated at the thought of being deprived 
°© of thofe funeral honours which are due to roy- 
** alry. I am contcious of the trearment I fhall 
“* receive at the hands of the Jews: they deteited 
S* me when living, and will of courfe rejoice when 
‘*Jamnomore. But it lies in the power of you 
** two to afford me. iome alleviation of my grief 
** from this caufe; and it is no more than a duty 
** you owe me. Follow my direétion, and I dare 
S* yet promife myielf the moft magnificent funeral 
** folemnity that ever prince had, to my own entire 
‘© fatisfaction, and without a fingle tear of hypo- 
“© critical affectation. The moment I expire, let 
“¢ the circus be furrounded with foldiers, and the 
*¢ word of command given to deftroy every man 
‘* within the enclofure. Let my death be kepta 
‘* profound fecretr till the work is accompliflzed; in 
© the due execution of which, you will lay a double 
** obligation upon me: the one, in the performance 
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“* of my will; and the other, in the celebration of 
“© my death, with the honour of a public mourn- 
ec 33 

ing. 

He accompanied thefe words with tears and fighs, 
adjuring his relations, by all that was facred, and by 
every tie of confanguinity and friendfhip, to be 
punétual in the dilcharge of the truft repofed in 
them, which they accordingly promifed to execute 
in the minute(t particular. 


From this circumftance it will be eafy to form a 


thor's judg- judgment of the temper and difpofition of this 


ment of 


Herod's 
ambaffado 
come fron 


moil execrable of mankind, who not only took a 

leafure in exercifing cruelties upon his neareft re- 
‘Jations, from a principle of love for lite, but, on his 
departure, left a commiffion, that, by its execution, 
fhould put the whole nation into mourning, as one 


of every family was to be flain, and this without ° 


- any injury, provocation, or exception; whereas, a- 

mongit people who are not dead to the teelings of 

. humanity, it is ufual to bury all animolicy in the 
- grave of our departed tellow mortals. 


CHAP. IX. 


Acne put to death by order of Augufius Cafar. Anti- 
pater left to Flerod’s difcretion. Herod attempts to 
kill himfelf. Is prevented by his nephew <Abiab. 
Antipater, upon a prefumption of the death of the 
king, treats with the keeper of the prifon about his 
efcape. The keeper gives information io Herod, who 
orders bim for immediate execution. 


i lations, his ambaffadors arrived trom Rome, 


AS Herod was giving thefe commands to his re- 
n Wich an an{wer to the letter they were commiffioned 


Rome with to deliver to Cafar. The fubftance was briefly this : 


agreeable 
news, 


Herad at- | 


*¢ That Auguitus had caufed Acme to be put to 
‘* death for a correfpondence with Antipater; and 
‘¢ had left Antipater himfelf to the king his tather, 
** either to be put to death, or banifhed, according 
** to his direction.” Itafforded Herad the greateit 
fatisfaction to find himfelf both revenged on Acme, 
and at liberty to difpofe of his fon as he pleafed. But 
though this information gave him fome temporary. 
relief, he foon relapfed into his former extremity of 
pain, and, in an outrageous fit, called for an apple 
and a knife, it being ulual with him to pare his own 
apples. Ie was obierved to look fufpicioufly about 
- him, as if he had fome intent of {tabbing himfelf: 
but his nephew, Ahiab, kept an eye upon him, and, 


ti es ° 
halthimtetf at the very inftant of the attempt, caught hold of 


Antipater 


his right hand, with an outcry, and prevented it. 


’ ‘The exclamation alarmed the court a fecond time, 
and it was generally fuppofed that the king was at 
that momentexpiring. Antipater therefore taking 
it for granted, and making no doubt of the death 
‘of his father, entertained an affurance of procuring 
his liberty, and by that means of paving his way to 
the throne. In ‘this confidence he treated with the 
keeper of the prifon about his difcharge, holding 
forth to him large offers and promifes, both of pre- 
fent reward, and tuture pei aeot when he fhould 
come tothe crown. The keeper, fo far from com- 
plying with his propofal, difcovered the whole mat- 
ter to the king, who detefted him before, but, was 
fo enraged by this reprefentation, that, though in 
the very agonies of death, he commanded one of 


lain by the his guards to fay Antipater without farther delay; 


command 
ero, 


to be interred, without any 


of and ordered his body ne oer 
e caftle of Hyrcania, 


funeral honours, int 


"CHAP. X. 


Herod alters bis will, and declares Archelaus his fuc- 
ceffor. Death of Herod is kept fecret. The leading 
glen are a ebanee the circus. The king’s death pub- 
lifoed. drcbelaus acknowledged as king. Pomp and 

‘order of Herod's funeral. Archelaus waits the rati- 
fication of Flerod’s at by Cafar. 
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EROD, upon changing hig mind changed his Hes 

will alio, and appointed Antipas (to wee ae 
1, 





his former teftament, he had bequeathed thee. will 
ment) to thetetrarchyof Galiiee: and Perea, Bar: 7 
the crown to Archelaus. The provinces of Tra 
chon and Gaulin, Batanaea and Panias, he affigned 
to hision Philip, brother-in-law of Archelaus, un 
der thé title of a tetrarchy. Jamnia, Azotus. and 
Phatiaelis, he gave to his fifter Salome, with five 
hundred thoutand drachmz of coined filyer, He 
allio made provifion for the reft of his, kindred b 
leaving them fums of money, and annual fepcnae 
to a very confiderable amount. He‘bequeathed alfo 
to Czefar, ten millions of drachmes, in ready coin; 
and to the emprefs Julia, five millions more be. 
fides veflels of gold and filver, with fumptuous ap- 
parel, 


. Affairs being thus fettled, Herod departed this 

life five days after he had caufed Antipater to be Hee : 
flain, thirty-four years after the expulfion of Ani- 
gonus, and in the thirty-feventh year from his being 
declared king of the Jews by the Romans. Hi .. 
was a man inexorably cruel, a flave to his paffions: st ae 
whofe will was his law; and yet, upon the whole, he 
may be jaid to have been fortunate. He afcended 

the throne of Judaea trom the condition of a pri- ' 
vate man; was involved in many difficulties, bur’ 
furmounted them all, and lived, at laft, toa @reat 

age, With refpeét co’his domettic broils, however 
unfortunate he may have been in the opinion of 
others, he feems to have been very fortunate in his 
own, as he ever found himtelf able to overcome his 
enemies. 


The death of Herod was kept a profound fecret saves: 
by Salome and Alexas, who immediately difmified Alen & 
the leading men that were confined in the circus, 7. 
telling them, in the king’s name, they might repair a 
to their refpective eftates, and atiend to their own 
affairs, as there was no farther accafion for them. ‘™ 
Tt being now deemed a proper time for publifhing 
the king’s death, Salome and Alexas gathered the 
foldiery together in the amphitheatre at Jericho, 
where Herod’s letters to the army were read, con- 
taining gracious acknowledgments of their patt faith 
and fervices, and defiring them to continue the fame 
dutiful affection to his fon Archelaus in future, 
whom he had declared his fucceffor. Ptolemy, the 

ceper of the king’s feal, read after this the tefta- 
ment itfelf, with this exprefs.claufe in it, that the 
act itfelf was not to be deeméd valid, without the 
confent.of Czefar. This was followed with accla- 
mations, faluting Archelaus as king, and wilhing 
him a happy reign, both from the officers and {ol- 
diers, with promiles of the fame loyal attachment 
to the new king, as they had fhewn to his prede- 
ceffor. . 


The next object of attention was, to prepare for 
the funeral folemnity ; and it feemed to be the pecu- 
liar care of Archelaus, that nothing fhould be want- 
Ing to compleat its pomp and {plendour, refolving 
himfelf to bear a part in the ceremony. The: body 
was carried upon a golden bier, adorned with pre- 
cious ftones, covered with purple, a diadem upon 
his head, and over that a golden crown, with 4 
fcepter in his hand ; his fon and relations marching 
by the fide. Next to thefe were the foldiers, in theit pot 
proper diftinctions and divifions. Firft the body = 
guards, then the Thracians,, after them the Ger- 
mans, and next the Galatians, all of them armed, 
and arranged as for battle. Behind thefe marched 
the reft of the army, under their refpective officers, 
with five hundred of the court attendants in_the 
rear, bearing perfumes of different kinds. They 
proceeded in hi ght 
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) is order as far as Herodium, ¢! 2 
furlongs from Jericho, where the body was interred 
according to appointment ; and this was the endo 


Herod. 


When feven days had been fpent in attending 
upon the funeral obfequies of the deceafed kings 
according to the cuftom of the country, and the 4P- 
pointed time for mourning was at an end, Archelaus 
entertained the multitude, and afterwards went UP 
to the temple, where he placed himfelf veden 
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golden throne to receive the congratulatory accla- 

‘Inations of the people, which were aniwered, on his 
part, with every token of refpect, intimating the 
fenfe he had of their kindnets, after the hard ulage 
they had met from his father, affuring them that 
their good-will fhould never be forgotten. He 
“© didnot pretend (he faid) as yet toaffume the name 
“ of king, having no right fo todo without the au- 
* thority of Ceelar in the ratification of his father’s 
* ceftament, for which caufe he declined the dig- 
“ nity offered him by the army at Jericho; but 
« whenever he fhould be fettled in che government, 
“ it fhould be the conilant object of his care to do 
“ all chings for the benefice and fatisfaction of his 
“ geople, and to make his reign much eafier to 
“ them, than whac they had found during the reign 
“ of his father.” . 


Fal 
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The people were charmed with the apparent can- 
dour and modefty of behaviour of their new prince, 
and depended, as is ufual in duch cales, upon the 
good faith of every particular for which he pledged 
himielf. In order to put this complacency to the 
teft, they preferred feveral petitions. Some imported 
adefire co be eated of their taxes, others to have 
their friends releated who had been impriloned by 
Flerod. Some exclaimed againit duties and impo- 


pleas were offered upon divers pretences. In fine, 

Archelaus found it his inrerett co deny them no one 

favour they afked, efteeming the good-will of the 

people the molt elfectual means of fecuring to him.* 
delf the continuance of the government. 


CHIAP. XI. 


A plot to embroil the government. Satisfaktion demand - 
ed of drchelaus for Herod's mifdemcanors, A dan- 
gerous tumult, A party of factious fews croud into 
the temple. Arckelaus fends a party to contronul then, 
and they are nearly defiroyed. Intends going to Rone, 
and appoints Philip to the adminifiration of affairs in 
his absence. Salome’s perfidy to circhelaus. tle meets 
Sabinus at Cefareain his way to Judea Larus ftops 
bis journey, being engaged iu the fame bufinefs. ~ Ar- 
chelaus goes to Rome, and Varus Jor Antioch. Sabinus 
foes to Ferufelem, and demands Ecrod’s books and 
aeyss but the officers keep them for Cefar. Antipas 
goes to Rome, and fets up for Limfelf with a ftrong 
pert, sabinus lodges an information againft r- 
chelaus. Cufar calls a council, where Cains, the fon 
of Avrippa, fits as profident. Antiparer againft Ar- 





chelaus. ” Autipater appeals, and Nicolaus manages 
the caufe. rchelans bumbles himfelf before Cufar. 

i 
Tae I’ the commencement of the government of 
ie Archelaus, there arofe a party of malecontent 


Arqure Jews, who feemed determined to bring abouc an 
Ty innovation, “Che fubject of their complaint was 
e the cale oF Matthias and his affociates, whom Ee- 
rod had ordered to be puc to death, for their alt 
lembling in atumultuous manner, and pulling down 
the golden eagle which had been ereéted upon the 
top of the temple. During the life of the king, not 
One Was to be found who durlt make any atcempe 
Invindieation of thele reformers; but, on his demile, 
2 popular clamour was railed againtt him, anda 
ereat concourle aflembled, and demanded of Arche- 
Yaus, juitice upon the friends of Plerod, who had 
advited the execution of thole who fo nobly aflerted 

the taule of the religion of their country. ‘hey 
peremptorily infifled upon the removal of the high- 
Mich whom Werod had promoted in lieu of Mate 
thias, and the appointment of another more worthy 

Ol that lacred function. his was pranted by Ar- 
chelaus, though he was much offended ar their im- 
Lortuntty, having propoled himfell to go to Rome, 

and fabiue the cale to the determination of Crlar, 
awever, he fent one of his principal officers to 

ry what might be done upon terms of realon and 
qutleration, Phe officer repretented to them, ‘* thac 

te pundhmene inflicted upon thole men was, ac 








fo iain 
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fitions that were laid upon provifions; and divers ° 
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cording to law; that their petitions were carried to 
too great an height; that they would do well to 
confider that Archelaus was going immediately for 
Rome; and that, upon his coming back with his 
commiffion ratified, every thing would be fetrled 
to their utmott content ; and that therefore, it was 
both their duty and intereft to preferve the public 
peace, without incurring the danger of a fedition.?? 


This candid reprefentation, fo far from having The mutd- 
the defired effect, rendered the populace fo clamo~ Ms saunet 
rous, that, regardleis of all law, chey repeated their to terms of 
demand of revenge, now Herod was dead, tor their moderation, 
triends whom he had destroyed whilft he was living, 
In the impetuofity of their zeal, they paid no relpect 
to perfons, or the rules of right and wrong; and 
were fo intent on the ruin of thofe whom they con- 
fidered as the objeéts of their vengeance, that they 
negleéted the moft neceffary means of their own 
fatety. In the mean time there was no want of fea- 
Jonable applications to them, as well from Arche- 
Jaus himfelf, as thofe whom he deputed ; but thefe “ 
moderate proceedings rendered them more outra- 
geous, infomuch that they wanted nothing butnum- 
bers to curn the tumult into a direé& rebellion. 


The Feaft of Unleavened Bread, or the Paffover, A fedition 
that celebrated memorial of the delivery of the [1- raifed athe 
raclires out of Egypt, being now at hand, a more paflover. 
than ordinary concourfe of people, as well from 
abroad as at home, came up to Jerufalem, to worfhip 
and offer facrifices upon the folemn occafion. A 
party of feditious Jews, availing themfelves of this 
opportunity, crouded into the temple, and there 
made a fttand, with a refolution not to use the place, 
though they were threatened, with the molt fatal 
conlequences. They ulledged, that they came thi- 
ther to condole with the people for the lofs of their 
two great teachers of the land, Judas and Matthias, - 
and to itir them up to avenge their deaths. Arche- 
laus, to prevent the milchieis that might arife from 
the tumelt of a multitude actuated by a zeal bor- 
dering on phrenzy, fent an officer, with a party of 
foldiers, to fupprefs the riot in due time, giving or- 
ders to teize the ringleaders, and bring them before 
him, if they fhould perfevere in their refiftance, 

The guards no fooner appeared, than the mutincers 
attacked them wich the utmoft fury and clamour ; 
and the whole multitude falling upon them, with 
ftones, and other iruplements of deftruétion, New the 
greater number of them; fo that the officer, with 
fome tew of the wounded men, were under the ne- 
ceffity of making their efcape in the beft manner 
they could. After this action they proceeded with 
their facrifices. . 


The conteft was now brought to fuch a pafs, that a;ehetaus 
Archelaus, concluding he muft either fupprefs this fends a 
tumultuous faétion, or fall himfelf, fent our a pow- power} 
erful body of forces to encounter them, with orders forets to re 
to his horfe to put all co the fword who fhould en- thain he 
deavour to make their efeape, and to keep all fic. dition 
cours from them. Vhe body of horfe, purfuant to zo00 Jews 
command, cut off three thousand in the aétion, and trom, and 
the refi fled to the neighbouring mountains fur fhe}. the reit pot 
ter; fo that Archelaus, having carried this neceffary '° * 
point, ordered proclamation tor every man to re. 
tire to his own habitation, with which they readily 
complied, Jeft greater mifchief fhould entue, 


Archelaus now profecuted his journcy to Rome, Archelaus 
taking his mother, Nicolaus, Ptolemy, and feveral poche 
other friends along with him, leaving the care of “% 
his government and family to his brother Philip. 
He was accompanicad alld by Salome, and many of 
her kindred, under pretence of joining interctls to 
aflitl Archelaus in obtaining the confirmation of his 
fucceflion, but, in reality, to obflrudl it, by exhibit- 
ing « complaint againit him for his lace conduét in 
the affair of the temple. Archelaus, being on his sayinueand 
way with his attendants, was met by Sabinus, go~ Var come 
vernor of Syria, at Colarea, who was polling: ro ite Judes: 
Judsca to lecure the effeéls of Merod, But Varus 
arriving very opportunely, reitrained him from in- 
terfering inthe matter, being there upon an invita- 
tion from Archelaus by Prolemy on the fame buG- 
nels; fo that, out of respect to varus, Sabinus aoe 

tne: 
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: ther feized upon any of the forts in Judza, nor 
fealed up their treafure, but left all in the power 
and poflefion of Archelaus, until Czefar fhould de- 
clare his refolution; and upon this promile he ar- 
rived at Celarea. 


But when Archelaus was embarked for Rome, 

and Varus had departed for Antioch, Sabinus pro- 

Sabinus vi. CCEded to Jerufalem, feized on the palace, fent for 

plates his” the officers of the gafrifon, and thole who had the 

charge of Herod’s effets, and demanded their keys 

and books. They informed him, however, that 

they could not be produced, as they had particular 

orders from Archelaus to keep all things, till his 

return, in the fame ftate they received them, tor 
the ufe and fervice of Cafar. 


At the fame time Antipas, one of the fons of 
Herod, went to Rome, in hopes of obtaining the 
kingdom for himfelf. “He was inftigated to this 
mealure by Salome, under ‘colour of a prior right 
to the fucceffion by an antecedent will, which (as 
fhe intimated) ought to be deemed more valid than 
the latter. Antipas took with him his mother, and 
Prolemy, the brother of Nicolaus, who was an old 
friend of Herod, and ever well affe@ed to his party. 
But the man that ted his ambition, and fixed him 
in his foaring attempt, was Irenaus, an. accom- 
plifhed orator, and a man of great fagacity, who 
had long been entrufted with the concerns of Hered. 
When he was advifed by others to confider the fe- 
niority of Archelaus, and the claim he had to the 
fucceffion by the latt teftament of his deceafed fa- 
ther, ‘the incentive of Irenaeus, together with his 
own ambition, bore down every other confideration, 
fo that he was determined upon the alpiring enter- 
prize. Upon his arrival at Rome, all his kindred 
came over to him, not from any perfonal attach- 
ment, buttheiraverfion to Archelaus, being defirous 
of gaining their liberty, and being put under a Ro. 
man governor; or, if they muit have a king, pre- 
ferring Antipas to Archelaus. 


olates his 
promife. 
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goes to 
Rome. 


An infor- 
mation a- 
gaintt Ar- 
chelaus, 


againft Archelaus; and Archelaus, by the hand of 
Ptolemy, prefented the emperor with a memorial of 
what he had to offer in his defence, containing the 
Defenceof Ground of his claim, a recital of his father’s will, 
Archelaus. an account. of what monies he had leit, together 
with the feal that enclofed them, fubmitcing the 

whole to the determination of Castar. When Casiar 

had perufed thefe writings, with the letters allo of 

Varus and Sabinus, and taken an account of themo- 

nies Herod had left behind him, the annual revenue 

of the government, and what Antipas himlelf had 

Cafarcalls fuggefted in his own right, he called a council of his 
acounci friends to advife upon the whole matter, and then 
: gave audience to the competitors ; 
Agrippa, by his daughter Julia, whom he had 
adopted, being appointed prelicent. Antipater, the 
fon of Salome, an ableadvocate, and profeffedenemy 
toArchelaus, firtt rofe, and ipoke to this purpofe, fer- 

' ting forth, ‘That ‘it was ridiculous in Archelaus to 
** plead now to have the kingdom given him, fince 
“¢ he had, in reality, taken already the power over it 

cules Ar” C6 himfelf, before Caefar had granted it to him; 
chelaus be. ¢¢ . Ss: heuer > 
fore Cafar, “* and appealed to thofe bold aétions of his in de. 
** ftroying fo many at the Jewith feftival. And if 

*° the men had aéted unjuftly, it was but fitthe pu- 
** nifhing them fhould have been referved to thofe 

. ** that were out of the country, but had the power 
** to punith them, and not been executed by aman, 
“* chat, if he pretended to bea king, he did an in- 


st jury to Celar, by ufurping that authority before 
*° it was determined for him by Caefar. 


Antipater, 
the fon of 
Salome, ac~ 


But if he 
‘* owned himfelf to be a private perfon, his cafe was 
“§ much worfe; fince he, who was putting in for the 
** kingdom, could by no means expectto have that 
*f power granted him, 

"  prived Caefar, by taking it to himfelf, Ee alfo 
“© touched fharply upon him, and appealed to his 
“© changing the commanders in the army, and his 
“° fitting on the royal throne beforehand, and his de- 
- termination of law-fuits ; all done as if he were 
«, MO other than a king, He appealed alfo to his con- 
: ceffions to thofe that petitioned him on a publick 


» §€ accounts; and, indeed, doing fuch things, than 
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which he could devife no greater, if he had be 
already fettled in the kingdom by Cafar he 
allo afcribed to him the releafing of the prifonerg 
that were in the Hippodrome, and many other 
things, that either had been certainly done by hin, 
or were belied to be done, and eafily might be 
believed to have been done; becauté they Sen 
of fuch a nature, as to be ufually done by youne 
men, and by iuch as, out of a defire of ruling” 
feize upon the government too foon. He alio 
charged him with his neglect of the funeral 
mourning for his father, and with having merry 
meetings the very night on which he died. and 
that it was thence the multitude took the handle 
of raifing a tumult. And if Archelaus could 
thus requite his dead father, who had beftowed 
fuch benefits upon him, and bequeathed fuch 
great things to him, by pretending to fhed tears 
tor him inthe day-time, like an actor on the 
ftage, but every night making mirth for having 
gotten the government, he would. appear ta be 
the fame Archelaus with regard to Cwlar, if he 
granted him the kingdom, which he had been 
to his father; fince he had then dancing and fing. 
ing, as though an enemy of his were tallen, and 
not as though a man were carried to his Tuneral 
that was fo nearly related, and had been fo great 
a benefaétor to him. But he faid, that the greatelt 
crime of all was this, that he came now before 
Czefar to obtain the. kingdom by his grant, while 
he had before aéted in all things as he could haye 
acted, if Catar himfelf, who ruled all, had fixed 
him firmly in the government. And what he mott 
aggravated in his pleading was, the Naughter of 
thofe about the temple, and the impiety of ir, as 
done at the feltival ; and how they were fain like 
facrifices themfelves,; (lome of whom were fo- 
reigners, and others of their own country,) rill 
the temple was Full of dead bodies ; and all this 
was done, not by an alien, but by one who pre- 
tended to the lawful title of a king, that he might 
compleat the wicked tyranny which his nature 
prompted him to, and which is hated by all men. 
On which account his father never fo much as 
dreamed of making him his tucceffor in the king. 
dom, when he was of a found mind, becaufe i 
knew his difpofition: and in his former, and more 
‘authentic, teftament, he appointed his antago- 
nift, Antipas, to fucceed; but that Archelaus was 
called by his father to that dignity, when he was 
ina dying condition, both of body and mind, 
while Antipas was called when he ‘was ripeft in 
his judement, and of fuch ftrength of body as 
made him capable of managing his own affairs. 
And if his.father had the like notion of him for- 
merly, that he hath now fhewed, yet hath he 
Sivena fufficient fpecimen what a king he is likely 
to be, when he hath (in effea&) deprived Ceelar 
of that power of difpofing of the kingdom, which 
he juftly hath; and hath ‘not abitained from 
making a terrible flaughter of his fellow citizens 
in the temple, while he was but a private per- 
on.” 


When Antipater had made this fpeech, and had 


confirmed what he faid by producing many witnelits 
from among Archelaus’s own relations, he ended 


his pleading. 


Upon which Nicolaus .arofe up to 


plead for Archelaus, and faid, “* That, what had 
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been done at the temple, was rather to be attri- 
buted to the minds of thofe that had been killed, 
than ‘to the authority of Archelaus. For that 
thofe who are the authors of fuch things, are not 
only wicked in the injuries they do of themfelves, 
but in forcing-fober perfons to avenge themfel ves 
upou them. Now it is evident that what thefe did, 
in the way of oppofition, was done under pre- 
tence, indeed, againft Archelaus, but, in reality, 


againit Ceaefar himielf. For they, after an injurious « 


manner, attacked and flew thofe who were fent 
by Archelaus, and who came only to put a ftop 
to their doings. They had no regard either to 
God or to the feftival, whom Antipater. yet is 
not afhamed to patronize; either out of his in- 

ulgence of an enmity to Archelaus, or out o 


dul 
his hatred of virtue and juftice. For as to thole 
66 who 
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« who begin fuch tumults, and firft fer about fuch 
“ ynrightcous actions; they are che men who force 
“ thofe that punith them to berake them{elves to 
“ arms, even againtt their wills: So that Antipa- 
ter, in effeét, alcribes the reft of what was done to 
« all chofe who were of countel to the accufers. 
« For nothing, which is here accufed of _injuttice, 
«has been done, bue what was derived from them 
* asirsauthors. Nor are chole things evil in them- 
« telves, buc fo reprefented only, in order to do 
“harm to Archelaus. Such are thefe mens incli- 
“ nations to do any injury to a man that is of their 
* kindred, their father’s benefactor, familiarly ac- 
* quainted with them, and that hath ever lived in 
* triendfhip with them. For that, as to this telta- 
¢ ment, it was made by the king when he was of a 
* found mind, and fo ought to be of more authority 
“ than his former ceftament; and that for this rea- 
“ fon, becaute Caefar is therein left to be the judge 
“ and difpofer of all cherein contained. And for 
“ Casfar, he will nor, to. be fure, at all imitate the 
* unjuit proceedings of thofe men, who, during 
“© Flerod’s whole lite, had, on all occafions, been 
*¢ joint partakers of power with him, and yet fo 
* zealoufly endeavour to injure his determination; 
*¢ while they have not themielves had the fame 
“ regard to their kiniman, (which Archelaus had.) 
“© Caetar will not therefore difannul the teftament 
“© of aman whom he had entirely fupported, of 
“¢ his friend and confederate, and that which is 
** committed to him in truft to ratify. Nor will 
*¢ Cazfar’s virtuous and upright difpolition, which 
“are known and unconteited through all the 
*¢ habitable world, imitate-the wickednefs of thefe 
“© men in condemning a king as a mad man, and as 
* having loft his reaton; while he hath bequeathed 
“* the fucceffion to a good fon of his, and to one 
“who flies to Caefar’s upright determination for 
refuge. Nor can Herod at any time have been 
* miftaken in his judgment about a fucceffor, 
* while he fhewed fo much prudence as to fubmit 
** all to Caelar’s determination.” 


When Nicolaus had finifhed his fpeech, Arche- 
laus cat himfelf at Ceefar’s feet; upon which the 
emperor, raifing him with the utmoft courtefy, 
paffed a judgment upon him that he was worthy oF 
a crown; and this was conftruecd as a confirmation 
of his authority. Czelar then_ finding the young 
prince fo highly gratified, difmiffed the affembly 
without coming to a final determination, in order 
to deliberate whether he would fettle the govern- 
ment on Archelaus alone, or in partition on the 
whole family, as they depended in general upon 
his will and pleafure. 


CHAP. XI. 


Afidition in Ferufalem. The ringleaders brought to pr 
nifoment by Varus. Sabinits, ix his abfence, having the 
command, ts threatened by the Jews.” Sends to Varus 

orrelicf The Fewws mount the temple galleries, and 
gall thé Romans, who fel fire to the galleries, aud burn 
the Fewws, Thetemplerifed. The palace befet by the 
Pews. Rufus and Gratus go over to the Romans. 
Divers infurredions in Judea. Simon, formerly a 
Jervant to Herod, fets up for king. He is vouted,and 
lofes bis head. Athronges, a man of the meaneft ex- 
‘Vattion, afpires to the crown, with four of his bro- 
thers. They are taken and fupprefjed. Varns marcbes 
do therelicf of Judea. Lays Sepphoris in afees. The 
conti occofions the burning of divers places. The 
Ves fy before Varus, one puts two thoufand of 
them lo death, Abiab makes ten thoufand of then 
Piijoners of war. Varus leaves a garrifon at Sern- 
filenit and returns to Antioch, The Sews fend an 
embeilly to Cefar, who cives them andience’ in the 
temple of Apollo. An inveétive a rainfe Archelaus. 

Nicolues pleads in defence of Arebalaus and Herod. 

WOR thefe matters could be finally adjufted, 

lalthace, the mother of Archelaus, paid the 

+ Cebtofnacure; and news arrived from Varus, oneof 

Ni thac the Jews had revolted, 
O Lf. 
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having been very mutinous ever fince the departuré 
of Archelaus; but that Varus, falling upon them 
betore they could collect their whole force, made 
examples of the ringleaders; and having, in a great 
meafure, quelled the infurgents, returned to Anti- 
och, leaving only one legion in Jerufzlem to pre- 
venttumults. Bur, notwithftanding the check rhae 
was put to their mutinous efforts, Varus was no 
fooner departed, than Sabinus, relying on the forces 
that were left there, curned his armsagainit the Jews; 
galled them forely, atracked feveral of their forts 
and cattles, and rifled every place, under pretence 
of fearching for concealed money, and effects, bur, 
in reality, to gratify his own ambition and avarice, 

The feaft of Pentecoft drawing on, a vatt con- 
courfe of people repaired to Jerufalem from all 
quarters; fome for worthip and devotion, and others 
to gratify an infatiable revenge. Theie numbers 
affémbled not only from Judza, where the outrage 
molt prevailed, but from Galilee, Idumza, Jeri- 
cho, and the towns beyond Jordan; being all una~ 
nimoufly refolved to call Sabinus to a ievere ac-~ 
count, Theydivided their troops into three bands: 
one of them took poffeffion of the circus; another 
was pofted upon the north and eaft fide of the tem- 
ples and the third upon the weft, where the kinp’s 
palace ftood. 

When they had thus furroundedthe Romans, they 
made ready for the aflaule. Sabinus was alarmed 
at their intrepidicy, and finding they were delpe- 
rately refolved either to conquer or die, he fent 
with all {peed to Varus for immediate relief, af- 
furing him that the legion he had left_ there would 
certainly be cut to pieces. He himfelf, in the mean 
time, alcended a high turret belonging to the caitle 
of Phafael, which was erected in memory of He- 
rod’s brother, who was flain by the Parthians, and 
from thence gave the fignal with his hand ro the 
Romans co fally our on the Jews, expecting others 
fhould expole their lives to gratify his avarice; 
though he durft not appear amongft the number of 
his friends. The Romans put all to the hazard, 
and a fharp encounter enfued, both parties exerting 
themfelves with the greateft fpirit and refolu- 
tion. The Jews at length poffetfed themtelves of 
fome of the outward galleries of the temple, whence 
they galled che Romans from above, with {tones and 
arrows, from their lingers and archers, as fpectators, 
rather than aétors in that part of the combat; for 
the Romans below were at too great a diftance to 
reach their enemies. The fight continued a lon 
time, to the difadvantage of the Romans, till, in the 
end, they fer fire to the timber-work under the gal- 
Jeries, and plied it fo hard, thar the flames rapidly 
fhoc up to the roof, and laying hold of the pitch, 
wax, and oils, that were ufed in the ornamental part, 
put all in fo furious a blaze, chat it was certain 
death fo much as to attempta relief, Betwixt thole 
that were crufhed to death by the fall of the build- 
ing, and thofe chat were put to the fword upon the 
ground, there was not fo much as one man elcaped 
of thofe who had poffeffed the galleries. Several of 
them, in aftonifhment and_delpair, leapt into the 
flames; others caft themielves upon the points of 
their fwords, ‘Thofe who thought to conceal them- 
felves_by retiring the fame way they alcended, were 
cut off by the foldicrs; for courage could not avail 
them in lucha fituation, , 

As the fire Nackened, the Romans prefed through 
the ruins up to.the very repofitory of the facred 
treafure, a confidcrable part of which was plun- 
dered by the foldiers, and not above four hundred 
talents (45 Sabinus pretended) were brought to him. 
‘The Jews were now Inacomplicatud diftrels, through 
the lots of fo many of their friends on the one hand, 
and the ficrilegious rifling of the cempleon the 
other, Elowever, in this fate of defperation, they 
collected 2 body of the molt refolute men, and be- 
fet the palace, threatening immediately to fet fire to 
it, and put every man co the fword that fhould ef- 
cape the flames, iff they did not inftantly quit the 
Jpot and depart, with a promilé of impunity to Sa- 
binus and all his people upen thar condition. Rue 
tus and Gratus, with 3000 of Lerod’s choicelt 
men, went over to the Ronians, togerher with whe 
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horfe that were under the command of Rufus, 
which was avery confiderable as well as fealonable 
reintorcement. Neverthelefs, the Jews plied their 
work, mining the walls, threatening and advifing 
the enemy to depart, without reducing them to the 
extremity of defperation, as they were refolved, at 
all hazards, to maintain their liberties, with the 
laws and cuftoms of ‘their forefathers. Sabinus 
was willing to comply; but being confcious of what 
he had deferved from the Jews, durft not truft to 
their promife. Befides, he thought the conditions 
too advantageous to be made good, and fo deter- 
mined to venture the holding it out, in hope and 
expectation of fuccour from Varus. 


While matters were in this defperate fituation in 
Jerulalem, there were feveral infurreétions in divers 
parts of Judea, at the inftigation either of profit or 
vindictive malice. About 2cco of Herod’s dif- 
banded men gathered together upon the occafion, 
with a refolution to encounter a party of the king’s 
under the command of Ahiab, Herod’s nephew. 
But Ahiab,. fenfible that he was. oppofed by expe- 
rienced veterans, avoided coming to aétion as much 
as poffible, by fhifting into defiles and faftnefles. 


Judas, the fon of Ezechias, the notorious rob- 
ber, who had lone annoyed Herod, with a band of 
defperadoes that he had colleéted at Sepphoris, a 
city of Galilee, made an inroad into the king’s 
country, feized his magazines and military ftores, 
alarmed thé inhabitants, pillaged wherever he came, 
and alpired, in fine, to government itlelf, from a 
moft rapacious difpofition, and lawlefs ambition. 


During this {tate of confufion, one Simon, ‘for- 
merly a fervant of Herod, but a man of extraordi- 
nary ftrength, agility, and gracefulnets of perfon, 
having the vanity to afpire to the crown, got toge- 
ther a body of guards, and was faluted by the 
frank’s mob as king. As the firlt inftance of his 
dignity and power, he burnt and rifled the palace 
at Jericho, fet fire to many of the king’s buildings, 
and allowed his followers the advantage of the 
booty. Nor would he have ftopped there, had he 
not been reprefied by Gratus, who, having efpoufed 
the caufe of the Romans, advanced with his troops 
againft him, when an obftinate engagement taking 

ace, .Simon’s party, though refolute, being want- 
ing in milicary fkill, were totally routed and cut 
to pieces, and he himfelf being made prifoner, 
Gratus ordered his head to be ftruck off. 


This tumultuous difpofition feemed univerfally 
to prevail; for the royal palaceat Amatha, by the 
river Jordan,- was burnt to the ground by a fet of 
Jawlefs banditti, refembling thoie under the direc- 
tion of Simon, Indeed, papi of outrage, or ra- 
ther epidemical madnefs, pofleffed the multitude, and 
that through want of good order under a confirmed 
king of their own; for the introduction of fo- 
reigners, through their intolerable pride and ava- 
rice, rather inflamed than reclaimed them. 


After the example of Simon, one Athronges, a 
man who had no pretence either to birth, virtue, 
ability, orfortune, but a mere clown, of enormous 
bulk, and vaft ftrength, put in aclaim to govern- 
ment, and pretended to have formed a refolution of 
venturing his lite for the obtaining a prerogative 
to plunder at will. This Athronges had four bro- 
thers, of the fame gigantic form with himfelf. 
They had each of them a band of men under com- 
mand, which they deemed a fufficient means for 
gaining their point. Great multitudes came over 
to thele five brothers; fo that Athronges appoint- 
ed his four brethren to act as his lieutenants, while 
he himfelf fat in council with a diadem upon his 
head, forming refolutions, and giving orders in 
affairs of ftate. This pageantry continued fome 
time, during which the royal ftyle and title feemed 
to be maintained, for they acted according to their 
own will and_pleature, none difputing their au- 
thority, or difobeying their commands. They 
were cruel in the extreme, whenever either the Ro- 
mans or the king’s forces fell into their power; for 
they held them in equal averiion; the latter for 
their licentious conduct under the government of 


___ Boox Xvy, 
rod, and the former on account of injuries of la 
ter date. The animofity grew daily more impla. 
cable, infomuch, that they- might be faid to diffut 
devaitation and maffacre, from motives of rapineon 
the one hand, and cruelty on the other. They fell 
upon a Roman convoy, out of an ambuth, with 
corn and arms forthe camp, flew Arius, the com. 
mander, with forty choice men_upon the fport; and 
the reft would have fhared the fame fate, if Gratus 
had not advanced with a party at the critical junc. 
ture, and compelled them to retire. They main. 
tained thefe fkirmifhes a_confiderable time, to the 
great annoyance of the Romans, but at length to 
their own fuppreffion; for they were all taken, par- 
ticularly in an encounter with Gratus, and another Tra 
with Prolemy. Archelaus took the eldeft of them “#4 
prifoner; and the laft, finding their cafe defperate 
the men fpent with toil and ficknefs, and no pro. 
{pect of recruit, furrendered himfelf to Archelays 
upon oath for the performance of conditions. ” 


During this general {cene of tumult, or, as it may Judzaoren 
be called, terms of licence for outrage and robbery, tabs 
every new band of mutineers was for fetting up 
new kings, which caufed univerfal diftractions in 
the ftate. The Jews were rent by feuds and fac. 
tions amongft themfelves, while the Romans -fuf- 
tained fome injuries, but not of equal detriment 
with thofe of the former. 


As foon as Varus received intelligence of the ftate Yer 
of Judea, bya letter from Sabinus, he was in great (it 
apprehention for thethird legion, and theréfore took Sims” 
the other two legions, and four troops of horfe, with 
the feveral auxiliary forces, which either the king, 
or the tetrarchs afforded him, and haftened away to 
Judea to the relief of the befieged. He gave or- 
ders that all that were fent out upon this expedition, 
fhould make Prolemais their place of rendezvous; 
and took with him 1500 auxiliaries, with which 
he was fupplied by the citizens of Berytus. Aretas 
alfo, king of Arabia Petrea, from his averfion to ™ ti 
Herod, and, in order to fecure the favour of the ou sna 
Romans, fupplied him with a very confiderable re- fend ui 
inforcement both of horfe and foot. When Varus Ren 
had collected all his forces, and drawn them up in* 
a body at Prolemais, he gave the command of part 
of it to his fon, and one of his particular friends, 
with orders to march into Galilee, which lies in the 
neighbourhood of Prolemais. 


Upon this inroad into the country, he carried all 
before him in fpite of oppofition; took Sepphoris, 
laid the cityin afhes, and made its inhabitants flaves. ; 
Varus himielf advanced with his army towards Sa. Si 
maria, but fuffered no damage to be done to the yea, 
city, becaufe he knew the inhabitants to be well af- san; 
fected and peaceable in their difpofitions. He pitch- =! '* 
ed his camp in acertain village, called Arus, which 
the Arabians burnt in revenge to the very friends 
of Herod for Herod’s fake. “The army advance 
afterwards to Sampho, which the fame Arabians 
rifled, ‘though a ftrong place, and then fet it on fire: 
in fine they filled all places wherever they went with 
devaftation and flaughter. Emmaus was burnt, after 
the inhabitants had deferted it, by order of Varus, 
in revenge for his foldiers that were flain there. 


‘When Varus approached Jerufalem, the Jews, yt 
who had befieged the Roman legion in that quarter, jee 
abandoned their poft, and fled into lurking places a 
with precipitation. But as to the Jews of Jerufa- M. 
lem, when Varus reproached them feverely for what 
they had done, they cleared themfelves_ of the ac- 
cufations, alledging that the conflux of the people 
was occafioned by the feftival; that the war Was 
not made with their approbation, but through the 
rafhnefs of ftrangers, while they were on the fide 
of the Romans, and befieged together with them, 
rather than having any inclination to befiege them. 
There came alfo before-hand to meet Varus, 
Jofeph, coufin-german of king Herod; as 2 y 
Gratus and Rufus, who brought their foldiers along 
with them, ‘together with thofe Rornans who ia 
been befieged. But Sabinus, from confcious guts 
avoided the prefence of Varus, {tole out of the citys 
and went to the fea fide. 
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Punifhesthe 
ringleaders 


Me oof the tedi- 
me ton. 


Returns to 
Antioch. 


fent a détachment from his 
in queft of the ringleaders of 
difcoveries and clear proots 


Varus, upoi this, 
army into the country, 


‘ t; and, upon f 
ee reve 2 inf them, punifhed thole that 


. o. i 
being adduced aad difmiffed the reft. The num- 


were moft guilty, an { ; 
ber of thofe who were crucified upon this occafion, 
amounted to about 2000. After this he fent away 


ss army, as they had committed many outrages 
hate his will, a the heat and rage of a milicary 
Heence. But hearing foon after, chat 10,000 of the 
Jews were collected into a body, he ordefed a {trong 
detachment to fall upon them in their quarters, fo 
that, by the advice of Ahiab, the durrendered 
thermfelves, without making any refiftance. Here- 
upon Varus fec the common people at liberty, fent 
the ringleaders to Czefar, and pardoned all the rett, 
except fome relations of Herod, who, without any 
regard to affinity or juftice, t 
natural and ruinous a war. Matters being thus 
compofed, Varus left the fame legion in garrifon at 
Jerutalem, and returned to Antioch. : 
"The commotions in Judaa were no fooner quelled 
than Archelaus had many embarraffments_ to en- 
counter at Rome, which arofe upon the following 
occafion. The Jews, by permiffion of Varus, fent 
anembaffy to A uguitas Ceelar, petitioning forliberty 
of living according to their own laws, There were 
fifty Jews joined in the commiffion, and upwards of 
8cco tn the city of Rome, that prefented t henifelves 
to countenance the embaffy. Cacfar hereupon ap- 
pointed a feleét number of his friends, and others 
of the firft rank, to attend him in the temple of 
Apollo, a_moft magnificent ftructure of his own 
erecting. There came thither ambafizdors, attended 
by a long train of Jews, and Archelaus, with his 
friends likewife. Buchis kindred were at a lo{s how 
to aét upon the occafion; for, on the one hand, they 
abhorred, and therefore could not join him; and, on 
the other, if they had clofed with the ambaffadors, 
they muft have appeared to the king as enemies toa 
praeeot theirown blood. Philip, his brother, came 
ither alfo out of Syria, by the perfuafion of Varus, 
with an intention of efpoufing the caule of Arche- 
laus, for whom he had the tendereft regard; though 
he was not without hope, that, if the ambaffadors 
thould gain their point, and the government be di- 
vided amongit the children of Herod, a part of the 
fame might be allotted to himfelf. 


‘When the Jewifh ambaffadors were admitted to 
audience of the emperor, the following was the 
purport of their commiffion. 


ce. hey declared that Herod, was, indeed, in name, 
«aking; bur that he had taken to himfelf that un- 
“ controulable authority which tyrants exercifeover 
i their fubjects, and had made ule of that authority 
tor the deftruction of the Jews; and did not ab- 
** {tain from making many innovations among 

thern, according to his own inclinations. ‘That 


“© whereas there were many who perifhed by that de- 


. ftruétion he brought upon them, (fo many, indeed, 
* as no other hiftory relares,) they that furvived 
‘* were far more miferable than thofe that fuffered 
: under him; not only by the anxiety they were un- 
der, from his looks and difpofition towards them 
but from the danger their eftates were in of being 
taken away by him. That he did, indeed, never 
leave off gdorning thofe cities that Jay in their 
~, neighbourhood, but were inhabited by foreign- 
ers; fo that the cities belonging to his own go- 
vernment were ruined, and utterly deftroyed. 
;, Phat whereas, when he took. the kingdom, it 
e. V98 1M an extraordinary flourifhing condition, he 
had filled the nation with the utmoft degree of 
ec, Poverty. That, when, upon unjuft pretences, he 
had flain any of the nobility, he took away their 
eftates: that, when he permitted any of ther to 
: live, he condemned them to the forfeiture of what 
they poffeffed. That, befides the annual impofi- 
tions which he laid upon every one of them they 
were ta make liberal prefents to himfelf, to his 
domeftics and friends, and to fuch of his flaves 
as were vouchfafed the favour of being his tax- 
Batherers; becaufe there was no way of obtain- 
ing a freedom from unjuft violence, without giv- 
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had engaged in fo un-. || ¢ 





*€¢ perior in all things.” 


“ ving either gold or filver for it. That they 
* would fay nothing of the corruption of the chat- 
“© ticy of their virgins, and the reproach laid on their 
“ wives for incontinency; and thofe things aéted 
“* after an infolent and inhuman manner; becauie 
“¢ ig was not a {maller pleafure to the fufferers’ to 
* have fuch things concealed, than it would have 
«© been not to have fuffered them. .That Herod 
« had put fuch abufes upon them, as afavage would 
“© not have put on them, if he had power given him 
*€ to rule'over them. That, alchough their nation 
“© had paffed through many fubverfions, and altera- 
* tions of government, their hiftory gave no ac- 
* count of any calamity they had ever been under 
“¢ that could be compared with this, which Herod 
“¢ had brought upon their nation. ‘That it was for 
© this reafon, ‘that they thought they might juftly 
and gladly falute Archelaus as king; upon fup- 
pofition, that whofoever fhould be jet over their 
kingdom, he would appear more mild to them 
than Herod had been. ‘That they joined with him 
inthe mourning for his father, in order to gratily 
him; and were ready to oblige him in other points 
alfo, if they could meet with any degree of mo- 
deration from him. 
afraid left he fhould not be deemed Herod’s own 
fon; and fo, without any delay, he let the nation 
underftand his meaning, and this before his do- 
minion was well eftablifhed; fince the power of 
difpofing of it belonged to Ceefar, who could e€i- 
“ ther give it ro him, or not, as he pleafed. That 
‘¢ he had given a fpecimen_of his future virtue to 
“ his fubjeéts, and with what kind of moderation 
“© and good adminiftration he would govern them, 
“< by that his firft aétion, which concerned them, 
“¢ his own citizens, and religion itlelf, when he made 
“© the flaughter of 3000 of his own countrymen ar 
“¢ the remple. Tow then could they avoid the juit 
‘© hatred of him, who, to the reft of his barbarity, 
“© hath added this, as one of our crimes, that we 
*¢ have oppofed and contradicted him in the exercife 
‘¢ of his authority??? “Ihe main thing they defired 
was, that ** They might be delivered from kingly 
‘* and the like forms of government, and might be 
*¢ added to Syria, and put under the authority of 
* fuch prefidents as fhould be fent them. For that 
“¢ jt would thereby be made evident, whether they 
“* be really a feditious people, and generally fond of 
“¢ innovations; or whether they would live in an 
* orderly manner, ifthey might have governors of 
*¢ any fort of moderation fer over them.” 
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Nicolaus vindicated the kings from thefe accufa- 
tions, by obferving, that, ‘“* As for Herod, fince he 
*© had never been thus accufed-all the time of his 
*¢ life, it was not fit for thofe that might have ac- 
* cufed him for leffer crimes than thofe now men- 
“© tioned, and might have procured him to be pu- 
°° nifhed, during his life, to bring an accufation 
*© againtt him now he was dead. He alfo attributed 
“¢ the actions of Archelaus to the Jews’ injuries to 
“¢ him; who, affecting to govern contrary to the 
laws, and going about to kill thole that would 
<¢ have hindered them from acting unjuftly, when 
“‘ they were by him punifhed for what they had 
“¢ done, made their complaints againft him. He 
*¢ accufed them of their attempts for innovation, 
and of the pleafure they took in fedition, by rea- 
fon of their not having learned to fubmit to juf- 
*€ tice, and to the laws, but ftill defiring to be fu- 
This was the fubftance of 
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the plea of Nicolaus. 


CHAP. XI. 


Cafar’s generous proceedings in the point fubmitted to 
his determination. Partition of the kingdom between 
the fous of Ferod. 


1 X 7 HEN Ceefar had heard the allegations and pe- 

titions of the ambaffadors on the one part, and 
the pleading of the counfel_on the other, he dif- 
miffed the affembly, and, after fome few days, de- 


clared Archelaus fucceffor to one moiety of Herod’s 
jurifdiction, 
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jurifdiction, under the title of ethnarch, not of king, 
though with a promife of the regal dignity, if he 
fhould appear, from his virtuous adminiftration, to 
be worthy of that honour. 


The other half was divided betwixt the two fons 
of Herod, Philip and that Antipas who had the 
difpute with Archelaus concerning the entire fuc- 
ceflion. Antipas had, for his portion, Galilee, with 
the country beyond Jordan, and two hundred ta- 
lents a_year in revenue. That of Philip was Ba- 
tanga, Trachon, and Auranites, and a part of what 
was called the palace of Zenodorus, with an hun- 
dred talents in yearly revenue. 


Archelaus had Judzea, Idumeza, and likewife 
Samarta; which was dilcharged by Ceefar of a 
fourth part of the duty, for maintaining loyalty 
when other places were in rebellion. There fell 
alfo to his lot the Tower of Straton, Joppa, and 
Jerufalem; for Gaza, Gadara, and Hippon, living 
in conformity to the Greek cuftoms and manners, 
were no longer dependencies upon the kingdom, 
but annexed by Auguftus to Syria. The revenue 
of Archelaus was, upon the whole, fix hundred ta- 

- ents. 


Thus flood the patrimony of the fons of Herod. 
With refpect to Salome, befides the cities of Jam- 
nia, Azotus, and Phafaelis, with five hundred thou- 
fand drachmzz_of coined filver bequeathed her by 
her brother, Caefar prefented her with a royal pa- 
lace at Aflkkalon, within the dominions of Arche- 
laus; and her income was eftimated at fix hundred 
talents a year; all the other legacies, to the reft of 
the king’s relations, being made good alfo, accord- 
ing to the will of Herod.  Auguttus beftowed 
Nkewile upon Herod’s two virgin daughters, over 
and above what their father had left them, two 
hundred and fifty thoufand drachme of filver, and 
married them to the fons of Pheroras. Nay, to 
compleat his generofity and magnificence, hedivided 
his own legacies among the fons of Herod, fome few 
pieces of plate excepted, which he relerved for 
himfelf, not for cheir intrinfic value, but as memo- 
rials of the donor, 


CHAP. XIV. 


A fpuvious Alexander impofes on the Fews. 
moucy upon royal credit. Goes to Rome with a prince- 
fy vetinuc. The ‘fews flock to him at Puteoli, Ce- 
ladus is fet by Cafar to examine into his claim. He 
is detected, and confeffes the impofture. Is condemned 
to the gallies, and bis advifers put to death. 


HESI! affairs being fettled by Caefar, a certain 
_ young man, by birth a Jew, but brought up 
at Sidon by a freeman of Rome, ingratiated himfelf 
with the kindred of Herod by the refemblance of 
his vilage, which thote thar faw him attefted to be 
thar of Alexander, the fon whom Herod had cauted 
to be Nain, ‘Vhe Jew availed himfelf of the hint, 
and infinuated Lome remote pretence that he might 
have to the government. ‘Uo afift him in the exe- 
cution of his plan, he had recourfe to one of his 
own tribe, who was verted in the cabals and in- 
trigues of courts, together with all the arts nece{. 
fary for carrying on the purpofe of fraud and de- 
ception, Revolving upon the matter, they came to 
a determination that the Jew, who bore the refem- 
blance, thould declare himfellto be that very Alex. 
ander who was faid to be dead, and a report was to 
be propagated to this efleét, “ ‘Phat the perfon 
entrufled with the execution of the two brothers 
(Alexander and Ariftobulus) had fet up two other 
bodies in their place, and preserved them both.” 


‘The impoftor was noc only pleafed with the con- 
ceit of the part he was to pliy, but the cheat panted 
currence upon other people, infomuch that, comine 
to Crete, and afterwards to the ifle of Melos, the 
Jews fo implicitly believed it, that he took up (e- 
vera! fuins of money amongit them upon the credit 
of his blood royal. © Fle now beeame fo far intacu- 


? 
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ated as to form ideas of principalities and Powers, 


what favourites he would raife, and to what pre. 
ferments. 


With thefe air-borne fancies he went for Rome 
with a train of attendants. Upon his arrival a; 
Puteoli, all the Jews, who entertained any regard for 
Herod, gathered about him, and received him as 
their king; mankind being naturally credulous, 
where they have refemblances to work upon their 
imaginations. ‘This perfon, it feems, was fo VETY He ingot 
like the prince, that feveral of his intimate friends os ls; 
not only affirmed, but fwore, upon the fight of him, 
that it was Alexander himfelf, and could be no 
other. The rumour of this difcovery being fpread 
throughout Rome, brought all the Jews from that 
quarter to meet him on the way, with thank({givings 
in their mouths for fo jurprizing a deliverance, 


Upon his arrival at Rome, he was carried ina 
royal litter, with. che utmoft pomp and magnificence, 
through the ftreets, and followed by multitudes of 
people with the loudeft acclamations. All theleho- 
nours were paid him for the fake of his fuppofed 
mother, the innocent, much-injured Mariamne. 


But Czefar, thinking Herod to have been a man 
noteafily to be impoled upon in a matter of fuch cefri 
importance, did not credit che report. However, eds ts 
for the fake of curiofity and fatisfaétion, he fent a: 
freeman of his, one Celadus, a cotemporary and 
companion of the two brothers, to bring this new 
Alexander into his prefence, which he according )y 
did, being as much impofed on as any of the reff, 

He could not, however, deceive Czefar: for, al- 
though there was a refemblance between him and 
Alexander, yet it was not fo exact as to eludea nice 
difcernment. Befides, the hands of this f{purious 
Alexander were rough and callous, through thela- psi 
bour to which he had been accuftomed ; and, inftead 
of the foftnefs and delicacy of the prince, his body, 
in general, was found to be coarfe and rugged. 
Cafar, obferving how exactly the parties agreed in 
their tale, demanded what was become of Arifto- 
bulus, and as they. were both delivered together, 
how it came to pafs they did not appear together, 
and urge their claim to the inheritance? 


The impoftor made anfwer, that Ariftobulus 

ftaid ar Cyprus, through fear of the danger of the 
feas; for if they fhould both have mifcarried toge- 
ther, the whole race of Mariamne would have been 
extinét; fo that regard was had to the prefervation 
of Ariftobulus, ‘The fpurious Alexander affirming 
this, and the contrivers of the ftory joining exactly 
with him in concert, Cacfar rook him afide, and thus 
addreffed him; “¢ Be ingenuous with me, and your 
“* life fhall be fpared as a reward. Tell me who 
© you are, and who it is that has been fo bate and 
arrdégant as to contrive and propagate fo Magrant 
* animpotfture, for it is too fubtle a {cheme to be 
laid by one of your age.” 
When he found there was no means of evading 
the point, he difclofed to Auguftus the author, the vm 
contrivance, and the manner of proceeding. Calar t 
fulfilled his promife to the impoftor, condemning, n'y 
him only to the gallies, being of a robuit habit of... 
body, and proper for thatiervice. His advilers was rope 
pucto death: and as for the people of Melos, he had do § 
them {ufficiently panifhed, in having lavifhed fo 
much money upon their fpurious Alexander. Such 
was the ignominious conclufion of this {cene of 
impotture. 









CTIAP XV. 


Archelaus, pon a fecond accufation, is banifoed ” 
Vienne and his effetts confifeated, Simon, at Uf 
Sene, expounds his dream, 


anit 
RCHELAUS, on returning to Judea, au dy 
encering ypon his ethnarchy, deprived do ue 
the fon of Boethus, of the pontificate, upon Dae ™ 
tence of having abetted the feditions faction, 4 
conferred the dignity upon Eleazar, his brothel 
rebuilt che palace at Jericho ata very great exPen 


s 
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and brought down one half the ftream that watered 
the village of Neara, to a grove of palm-trees, 
which he had planted in the field below. He built, 
allo, a village, which he called after his own name, 
‘Archelais,; and, without any regard to ‘the law of 
his forefathers, took to wite Glaphyra, the daugh- 
ter of king Archelaus, and widow of his brother 
Alexander, by whom he had feveral children; tho’. 
fuch marriages are exprefsly forbidden by the Jewifh 
law. Wor did Eleazar long continue in the enjoy- 
Flezar ee ment of his dignity; for Jelus, the fon of Sias, was 


F Pee Grin put into his office,’ while he was yet living. 
neat : “Se > 
bisplece. Ty the tench year of the government of Archelaus, 


: the principal men of Judaa and Samaria were fo 

arhetws difgutted at his tyrannical adminiftration, that they 
Foigin ac jointly exhibited an accufation againit him before 
Bceedto | -“Cafar, They proceeded in ic with more confidence, 
f c*ar — hecaufe they knew that feverity in the extreme was 
direétly contrary to the commands of Cafar, who 
had exprefsly enjoined him to govern with modera-. 
tion and-juftice. Upon hearing this complaint, he’ 
fent for Archelaus, who was his agent act Rome, to 
come to him immediately, and ordered him to go 
and bring Archelaus, the ethnarch, before him, 
withouc vouchfafing him a letter. he mefienger, 
purfuant to command, pofted away for Judza, 
where he: found Archelaus at a banquet with his 
friends, and, having communicated the emperor’s 
order, called upon him to haften away. Upon his 
arrival ac Rome, Cafar heard both charge and de- 
fence, -and paffed fentence of banifhment upon Ar- 
chelaus, with confifcation of all his goods, and 
fent him away to Vienne, a city of Gaul. 


Archelaus, the ethnarch, a litrle before his fum-. 
mons to Rome, had an extraordinary dream, which 
he related to his friends, and was to the following 
purport. ' He fancied.that he faw ten ears of whear, 
all_ripe and full, and oxen devouring them. This 
vifion dwelling upon his mind when’he awoke, he 
confulted feveral fages, ficilled in divination, about 
the meaning of it. “Burt the wife'men being divided 
i in their judgment, one Simon, an Effene, with the 
'Simon'sexe permiffion of the reft, gave his opinion of the fig- 
rofition, ification of that dream; which was, that it fore- 

boded fome misfortue to Archelaus; for the dream- 
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ing of oxen, being animals defigned for Jabour, 

feemed to import affliction, and a change of aifuirs; ~ 

becaufe upon their curning up ‘the ground, every ~ 

thing changed its.place and form: He added, thar, 

by the ten ears of corn, “was intimated the fame de- 
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- finite number of years; which take.their revolutions 


in courfe, and that the government of Archelaus 


’ feemed now to be atan end. This was Simon’s in- 


terpretation of the dream; and, upon the fifth day 
after the vifion, Czfar’s agent came into Jud@a, by 
his order, to cite Archelaus before him. 


His wife Glaphyra, whofe firft hufband was Alex- 
ander, the fon of Herod, and brother of Archelaus, 
but, on-his being put todeath by his father, was mar- 
ried to Juba; king of Mauritania, and afterwards to 
Archelaus, on the divorce of his former wife Mari- 
amne; this,Glaphyra, it is to be obferved, during 
the time of her cohabiting with Archelaus, had the 
following dream: ‘* She fancied that fhe faw- ‘Alex- 
© ander, her firft hufband, ftanding by. her, at which Glaphyra’s 
* fhe rejoiced, and embraced him with great affec- gram of * 
“© sions; but that he expoftulated with her on her huand. 
* conduét, obferving, that fhe had vérified the © 
°° adage, that women are not to be trufted, fince, 
‘¢ after pledging her faith to him, who was the huf. 
** band of her virginity, fhe had not only engaged 
“* in a fecond marriage, but a third, and violated — ., 
*< the exprefs injunction of Jaw and decency, in ta- 
** king for her-hufband his brother Archelaus.’ 
He added, however, ‘* that ancient kindnefs fhould 
“ never be forgotten, and therefore it fhould be his 
** care to deliver her from reproach.’? She related 
this dream to feveral of her female companions, and 
within a few days afterwards departed this life. 


I have introduced thefe circuumftances relative to 
the princes which are the fubjects of the prefent part 
of my hiftory, as the example held forth thereby is 
worthy-of confideration, and as they feem to afford 
an inftruétive leffon with refpect to our immortal 


ftate, and the wifdom of Divine Providence. 


_Ceefar annexed the lands of Archelaus to the pro- the eh. 
vince of Syria; and fent Cyrenius, aman of con- narchy of 
fular dignity, to tax the province, and difpofe of Archelaus 


the palace of Archelaus. ai 
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jurifdiction, under the title of ethnarch, not of king, 
though with a promife of the regal dignity, if he 
fhouid appear, from his virtuous adminiftration, to 
be worthy of that honour. 


The other half was divided betwixt the two fons 
of Herod, Philip and that Antipas who had the 
difpute with Archelaus concerning the entire fuc- 
ceflion. Antipas had, for his portion, Galilee, with 
the country beyond Jordan, and two hundred ta- 
Ients a_yearin revenue. That of Philip was Ba- 
tanaa, Trachon, and Auranites, and a part of what 
was called the palace of Zenodorus, with an hun- 
dred calents in yearly revenue. 


Archelaus had Judea, Idumaa, and likewife 
Samaria; which was difcharged by Cafar of a 
fourth part of the duty, for maintaining loyalty 
when other places were in rebellion. There fell 
alfo to his lot the Tower of Straton, Joppa, and 
Jerufalem; for Gaza, Gadara, and Hippon, living 
in contormity to the Greek cuftoms and manners, 
were no longer dependencies upon the kingdom, 
but annexed by Auguftus to Syria. The revenue 
of Archelaus was, upon the whole, fix hundred ta- 


- dents. 


Thus f{tood the patrimony of the fons of Herod. 
With refpeét to Salome, befides the cities of Jam- 
nia, Azotus, and Phafaelis, with five hundred thou- 
fand drachmzz of coined filver bequeathed her by 
her brother, Cazfar prefented her with a royal pa- 
lace at Afkalon, within the dominions of Arche- 
laus; and her income was eftimated at fix hundred 
talents a year; all the other legacies, to the reit of 
the king’s relations, being made good alfo, accord- 
ing to the will of Herod. Augultus bettowed 
likewtle upon Herod’s two virgin daughters, over 
and above what their father had left them, two 
hundred and fifty thoufand drachma of filver, and 
married them to the fons of Pheroras. Nay, to 
compleat his gencrofity and magnificence, hedivided 
his own legacies among the ions of Herod, fome tew 
nieces of plate excepted, which he referved for 
Pimicle, nat for their intrinfic value, but as memo- 
rials of the donor. 


CIIAP. XIV. 


A fpurious Alexander impofes on the Jews. Obtains 
money upon royal credit. Goes to Rome with a prince- 
ly retinue. The “fews flock to him at Puteoli, Ce- 
ladus is font by Cwfar to examine into his claim. He 
#5 detected, and confeffes the impofture. Is condemned 
to the gallies, and bis aduifers put to death. 


HES: affairs being fettled by Czefar, a certain 
young man, by birth a Jew, but brought up 
at Sidon bya freeman of Rome, ingraciated himfelf 
with the kindred of Herod by the refemblance of 
his vifage, which thofe that faw him attefted to be 
that of Alexander, the fon whom Herod had caufed 
to be fain. Vhe Jew availed himfelf of the hint, 
and infinuated fome remote pretence that he might 
have to the government. ‘Vo affift him in the exe- 
cution of his plan, he had recourfe to one of his 
own tribe, who was veried in the cabals and in- 
trigues of courts, together with all the arts necef- 
fary for carrying on the purpofe of fraud and de- 
ception, Revolving upon the matter, they came to 
a determination that the Jew, who bore the refem- 
blance, fhould declare himfelf to be that very Alex- 
ander who was faid to be dead, anda report was to 
be propagated to this effect, “* That the perfon 
entrufled with the execution of the two brothers 
(Alexander and Ariftobulus) had fet up two other 
bodies in their place, and preférved them both.” 


‘The impottor was not only pleafed with the con- 
ceit of the part he was to play, but the cheat pafled 
current upon other people, infomuch that, coming 
to Crete, and afterwards to the ifle of Melos, the 
Jews fo implicitly believed it, that he took up fe- 
veral fuins of money amongft them upon the credit 
of his blood royal. He now became fo far infatu- 
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ated as to form ideas of principalities and powers, 
what favourites he would raife, and to what pre- 
ferments. 


With thefe air-borne fancies he went for Rome 
with a train of attendants. Upon his arrival ar 
Puteoli, all the Jews, who entertained any regard for 
Herod, gathered about him, and received him as 
their king; mankind being naturally credulous, 
where they have refemblances to work upon their 


OF THE 


imaginations. This perfon, it feems, was f0 very He inety 
like the prince, that feveral of his intimate friends od: Jes 


not only affirmed, but fwore, upon the fight of him, 
that it was Alexander himfelf, and could be no 
other. The rumour of this difcovery being {pread 
throughout Rome, brought all the Jews from thar 
quarter to meet him on the way, with thankfgivings 
in their mouths for fo fuirprizing a deliverance, 


Upon his arrival at Rome, he was carried ina 
royal litter, with the utmoft pomp and magnificence, 
through the ftreets, and followed by multitudes of 
people with the loudeft acclamations, AI thete ho- 
nours were paid him for the fake of his fuppoled 
mother, the innocent, much-injured Mariamne. 


But Ceefar, thinking Herod to have been a man 


noteafily to be impofed upon in a matter of fuch Catrfe: 
However, Pr ¢: 


importance, did not credit the report. 
for the fake of curiofity and fatistaction, he fent a 
freeman of his, one Celadus, a cotemporary and 
companion of the two brothers, to bring this new 
Alexander into his prefence, which he accordingly 
did, being as much impofed on as any of the reff, 
He could not, however, deceive Czefar: for, al- 
though there was a refemblance between him and 
Alexander, yet it was not fo exact as to elude a nice 
difcernment. Befides, the hands of this fpurious 


Alexander were rough and callous, through thela- peas 


bour to which he had been accuftomed ; and, in{tead 
of the foftnefs and delicacy of the prince, his body, 
in general, was found to_be coarfe and rugged. 
Czelar, obferving how exactly the parties agreed in 
their tale, demanded what was become of Arifto- 
bulus, and as they were both delivered together, 
how it came to pafg they did not appear together, 
and urge their claim to the inheritance? 


The impoftor made anfwer, that Ariftobulus 
ftaid at Cyprus, through fear of the danger of the 
feas; for it they fhould both have mifcarried toge- 
ther, the whole race of Mariamne would have been 
extingt; fo that regard was had to the prefervation 
of Ariftobulus. The fpurious Alexander affirming 
this, and the contrivers of the ftory joining exactly 
with him in concert, Crefar took him afide, and thus 
addreffed him; ‘* Be ingenuous with me, and your 
“© life fhall be fpared as a reward. Tell me who 
** you are, and who it is that has been {fo bafe and 
arrégant as to contrive and propagate fo Aagrant 
an impofture; for it is too fubrle a icheme to be 
Jaid by one of your age.” 


< 
ce 
© 
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‘When he found there was no means of evading _ 
the point, he difclofed to Auguftus the author, the 
contrivance, and the manner of proceeding. Caelar $ 
fulfilled his promife to the impoftor, condemning ; 
him only to the gallies, being of a robult habit of , 
body, and proper forthatfervice. His advifers was , 
put to death: and as for the people of Melos, he had 
them iufficiently punifhed, in having lavifhed {o 
much money upon their fpurious Alexander. Such 
was the ignominious conclufion of this {cene ot 
impoiture. 


CHAP XV. 


Archelaus, upon a fecond accufation, is banifped to 
Vienne, and his effets conufifcated. Simon, an Ef- 
JSene, expounds his dream. 


RCHELAUS, on returning to Judaa, and Mi 

entering upon his ethnarchy, deprived Joazar, ; 
the fon of Boethus, of the pontificate, upon pre 
tence of having abetted the feditious faction, an 
conferred the dignity upon Eleazar, his brother. He 


rebuilt the palace at Jericho ata very great expen 
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and brought down one half the ftream that watered 
the village of Nears, to a grove of palm-trees, 
which he had planted in the field below. He builr, 
alfo, a village, which he called after his own name, 
Archelais; and, without any regard to the law of 
his forefathers, took to wite Glaphyra, the daugh- 
ter of king Archelaus, and widow of his brother 
Alexander, by whom he had feveral children; tho? 
fuch marriages are exprefsly forbidden by the Jewith 
law. Nor did Eleazar long continue in the enjoy- 
tsazar de> ment of his dignity; ior Jelus, the fon of Sias, was 
por put into his office, while he was yet living. 


Inthe tench year of the government of Archelaus,, 
the principal men of Juda@a and Samaria were fo 
arches difgufted at his cyrannical adminiftration, that they 
agin ace jointly exhibited an accufation againit him before 
efdte  “Cyfar, They proceeded in it with more confidence, 
Ba becaufe they knew that feverity in thé extreme was 

directly contrary te the commands of Cazfar, who 
had exprefsly enjoined him to govern with modera- 
tion and juftice. Upon hearing this complainc, he 
fent for Archelaus, who was his agencat Rome, to 
come to him immediately, and ordered him to go 
and bring Archelaus, the ethnarch, before him, 
without vouchfafing hima letter. The meffenger, 
purfuant to command, pofted away for Judaa, 
where he found Archelaus at a banquet with his 
friends, and, having communicated the emperor’s 
order, called upon him to haften away. Upon his 
arrival at Rome, Czefar heard both charge and de- 
fence, and paffed fentence of banifhment upon Ar- 
chelaus, with confifcation of all his goods, and 
fent him away to Vienne, a city of Gaul. 


Archelaus, the ethnarch, a little before his fum- 
mons to Rome, had an extraordinary dream, which 
he related to his friends, and was to the following 
purport. He fancied.that he faw ten ears of wheat, 
all ripe and full, and oxen devouring them. This 
vifion dwelling upon ‘his mind when he awoke, he 
confulted feveral fages, ficilled in divination, about 
the meaning of it. But the wife men being divided 
in their judgment, one Simon, an Effene, with the 
Simon'sex. permiffion of the reft, gave his opinion of the fig- 
Peition, ~~ nification of that dream, which was, that it fore- 

boded fome misfortue to Archelaus; for the dream- 
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ing of oxen, being animals defigned for labour, 
feemed to import affliction, and a change of aifiirs; 
becaufe upon their turning up ‘the ground, every 
thing changed its place and form. Ele added, thar, 
by the ten ears of corn, was intimated the fame de. 
finite number of years, which take their revolutions 
in courle, and that the government of Archelaus 
feemed now tobe atan end. This was Simon’s in- 
terpretation of the dream; and, upon the fifth day 
after the vifion, Cazlar’s agent came into Judaea, by 
his order, to cite Archelaus before him. 


His wife Glaphyra, whofe firtt hufband was A lex- 
ander, the fon of Herod, and brother of Archelaus, 
but, on his being put codeath by his father, was mar- 
ried to Juba; king of Mauritania, and afterwards to 
Archelaus, on the divorce of his former wife Mari- 
amne; this Glaphyra, it is to be obferved, during 
the time of her cohabiting with Archelaus, had the 
following dream: ‘* She fancied that fhe taw Alex- 
“ ander, her firft hufband, {tanding by her, at which 
** the rejoiced, and embraced him with Great affec- 
“tions bue that he expoftulated with her on her 
conduct, obferving, that fhe had verificd the 
“adage, that women are not to be trufted, fince, 
* after pledging her faith to him, who was the huf= 
band _of her virginity, fhe had not only engaged 
in a fecond marriage, but a third, and violated 
the exprefs injun@ion of Jaw and decency, in ta- 
king for her-hufband his brother Archeiaus.” 
He added, however, “ that ancient kindnefs fhould 
“ never be forgotten, and therefore it fhould be his 
** care co deliver her trom reproach.”? She related 
this dream to feveral of her female companions, ancl 
within a few days afterwards departed this life. 


Or THE 


“ec 


I have introduced thefe circumftances relative to 
the princes which are the fubjeéts of the prefent part 
of my hiftory, as the example held forth thereby is 
worthy of confideration, and as they feem to afford 
an inftruétive leffon with refpee to our immortal 


ftate, and the wifdom of Divine Providence. 


Czefar annexed the lands of Archelaus to the pro. 
vince of Syria; and fent Cyrenius, aman of con- 
fular dignity, to tax the province, and difpofe of 
the palace of Archelaus. 


End of the SEVENTEENTH Book. 
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[Including a Period of about Thirty Years.] 





CHAP. I. 


Cyrenius is appointed governor of Syria, and Coponius, 
governor of Fudea, fent with bim. Cyrenius levies 
taxes in Syria and Judea. The fews thereupon be- 
come feditious, but are brought to fubmiffion by the 
perfuafion of Foaxar, the bigh-prict. Fudas and 
Sadducus flir up the people to rebellion and the com- 
smiffion of outrages. The temple burnt to the ground. 
Dangerous effecis of innovation. The ringleaders 
fart a fourth fed. : 


YRENIUS was at this time appointed by 

Ceefar to the government of Syria. He 

was amanof eminent character, a fenator 

of Rome, and one that had paffed through 

all dignified offices. Coponius,- a man of the 

equeftrian order, was fent together with him, as go- 

vernor of Judea; but that province being already 

annexed to Syria, ic came within the department of 

Cyrenius to take and affefs the people, and difpofe 

of the effects of Archelaus. The Jews at firft mur- 

mured at this mode of affeffment; but, through the 

authority and perfuafion of the high-prieft, Joazar, 

they were brought to fubmiffive compliance, with- 
out farther trouble. 


There ftarted up, foon after this, one Judas, a 
Gaulanite, of thecity of Gamala, who, together with 
one Sadducus, a Pharilee, excited the people to a 
revolt, by his infinuating that taxes were the badges 
of flavery; that it was the incumbent duty of the 
nation to contend for liberty unreftrained; and that 
one fortunate turn might make them free and eafly 
for ever, advance their reputation, and fecure them 
in their pofleffions. The multitude, fred by the 
fuggeftions of thele incendiaries, proceeded to the 
moft outrageous violence: murders, robberies, and 
depredations, without diftinction of triend or foe, 
univerfally prevailed, under a pretence of advancing 
the common.caule of liberty and property; but, in 
reality, to fubvert all government and good order, 
gratify the vilelt of paffions, and promote the private 
intereit of the moit abandoned members of fociety. 


While inteftine broils prevailed to fuch a degree of 
ferocious madnefs, that the citizens were fheathing 

their {words in the bowels of each other, they had 

to encounter the deftruction of a war abroad, and wars: 
the defolations of a famine at home. Yer to fuch famine. 
excefs of outrage were they tranfported by their aye rp: 
frantic rage, that the fcene of blood and devatta- tan 
tion continued, till the facred temple itfelf was laid gu 
in afhes. : , 


Thefe were the fatal confequences of aiming at 
Innovations in our Jaws and cuftoms, and defiring 
to reject fundamental rules and maxims. To that 
abfurd difpofition the multirude were excited by 
Judas and Sadducus, who, from conceitand caprice, 
introduced a fourth fect, and gaining over many 
difciples, laid the foundation of our future mife- 
ries, by a fyftem of philofophy, with which we 
were before unacquainted. As thele principles 
proved fo fatal in their tendency, it will not be im- 
proper to prefent the reader with their definition. 


CHAP. II. 


care 


Ihe opinions and praéfices of the Phavifecs, a fee in 
great repute with the people. Opinioits of the Sad- 
ducees. Doétrines and manners of the Effenes. Prin- 
ciples of a fourth and new fee. 


“E HERE were, amongft the Jews of old, three 
; peculiar fects of religion. They were diftin- 
guifhed by the denominations of Effenes, Saddu- 
cees, and Pharifees. Though I. have taken fre- 
quent occafion to treat of them, Icannot,on account 
of the new fect introduced, pafs them over unno- 
ticed with propriety in this place. 


The manner of life prefented by the Pharifees is the t* 
rigid and fimple, difdaining luxurious delicacies. &* 
Vhey ferupuloufly adhere to the dictates of their 
reafon, and pay fuch veneration to the judgment 
and opinion of their feniors, asto follow them impli- 


citly. ‘They afcribe all contingencies to fate, but 
2 not 
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not as to exclude mens freedom of actions; laying it 
down asa maxim, that, though all are done by Di- 
vine appointment and permiffion, this by no means 
excludes the concurrence of the will, in points which 
retpect either good or evil. They affert the doc- 
tines of the immortalicy of the foul, and a future 
thace of rewards and punifhments; thac the wicked 
are £0 be configned to perpetual chains and dark- 
nefs, and the good to rife again to a ftate of blils. 
By thete doctrines they have acquired great elteem 
with the people, infomuch, thac all forms of wor- 
fhip, prayer, and facrifices, are prefented by them, 
and an univerfal opinion entertained of their wil- 
dom, temperance, and integrity. 


The Sadducees, on the one hand, deny the im- 
mortality of the foul, and affirm, that we have no 
other obligations upon us but to oblerve the law; 
infomuch, that they value themfelves upon a right 
they have to difpute the moft important points with 
theic teachers. ‘Uhis fect. is not numerous, but moft- 
ly compoted of men of rank; who, when properly 
gualified for offices of tate, are compelled to con- 
form, at leaft in profeffion, to the principles of the 
Pharifees, otherwile they would incur the refent- 
ment of the multitude. 


The Effenes afcribe the government of the world 
to Divine Providence, without any exception; hold 
the immortality of the foul, and revere juitice, both 
in theory and praétice, as checardinal virtue. They 
fend their gifts to the temple, without going thither 
themlelves; for they offer facrifices apart in a pecu- 
liar mode, and with more ceremonies. They are 
men of excellent morals, and their chief employ- 
ment is agriculttre. ‘hey are eminent for their 
rectitude of conduct, beyond either Greeks or Bar- 
barians, which feems to be the chief object of their 
{tudy and application. They have all things in 
common, without any diftinétion of rich and poor. 
They have neither wives or fervancs; as they look 
upon one as anencroachment upon the natural li- 
berty of mankind, and the other as a ftate of life 
attended with trouble and anxiety; fo that they 
chufe rather, bya mucual exchange of good offices, 
to agilt each other. This is the fum of their prin- 
ciples and manners; and the ject is fuppofed to 
amount, in number, to upwards of four thoufand. 
‘Lheir treaturers and commiffaries are men of integ- 
rity, choien from among their priefts; and_ iz 1s, 
their care to make provifion out of the fruits of 
the earth, for the maintenance of the whole body. 
‘Vheir manner of living, upon the whole, much re- 
fembles the Phifti, among the Dacians. 


The founder of the fourth and new fect was Ju- 
das Galtlwwus, and this was much the fame with thac 
of the Pharifees, except in the maxims of an uncon- 
troulable liberty: they will rather expofe themfelves, 
and their dearelt relations, to the moft exquifite tor- 
ments, than call any man by the name of matter. 

But this is a cruth fo well confirmed by every day’s 
obfervation and experience, chat it needs no com- 
ment; befides, the invincible conftancy of this 
people, in the endurance ef pains, is beyond ex- 
preffion, The fect, which maintained thefe prin- 
ciples, were farther inflamed by the intolerable 
cruclties of Geffius Florus, which ended at length in 
a general revolt from the Romans. Thus much 
for the diftinét jects amongft the Jews. 


, CHAP. Ill. 


The end of the taxation of Cyrenius. Yoazar is depofed 
Srom the pelea ae ae ae ‘othe 
fered and Philip being fettled in their te- 

yy build feveral cities in honour of Cefar. The 
aus propbhane the holy temple. Coponius re- 





luris to Roite, and is fucceeded in the government of 


Judea by Marcus Ambivius. Death of Salome. 
Death of Augufius Cefar, emperor of Rome, and 
feccefion of Tiberius. ~ Ambicius is fuccecded by 
-Tiaius Rufus, as is the latter by Valerius Graius. 
“A fanus removed from the hizh-priehhood, and rapid 
Cue of Lfinacl, Eleazar, Simon, and Tofeph. 
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Gratusreturns from tae government of Fitdra, and ts 
fucceeded by Pontius Pilate. Herod builds a city, 
gid calls 7t Tiberais, in honour of the emperor. 
Phraates, king of Parthia, murdered by his fon 
Phraataces, coho is deftreyed by a tumult. Orodes 
taken oyf by @ confpiracy. An embaffs to Rate, re- 
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conmending one of the Parthian baftages for king. . 


Vouones beats Artabanus inte Media. 


ds himfelf aj> 


zerwvards routed and purfued by Aytabanus, and fo- - 


licits the proteciion of Tiberius, but in vain. A dif- 
pute about the fori of government. Geriianiens fent 
to adjuft the matter, aud poifoned by Pifa. 


HEN Cyrenius had difpofed of the effects of 

Archelaus, and fettled the taxation according 
to order, which tell out in the thirty-feventh year 
after the battle of Altium, Joazar, aie high-prieft, 
becoming unpopular, he deprived him ot the dig- 
nity, and appointed Ananus, the fon of Seth, to fuc- 
ceed him. dderod and Philip, being fettled in their 
tetrarchies, adjulted affairs in the beft manner pol- 
fible. ‘Fhe former built a wall about Sepphotris, 
which he made the bulwark and capital of al} Ga- 
lilee. After this he fortified another town, which, 
atthat time, was called Betaramphtha; but he after- 
wards changed the name to Julias, in honour of the 
emprefs. Philip, on his part, beautified and en- 
Jarged Paleas, at the head of the river Jordan, and 
called it Caetarea. He alfo advanced the village 
Bethfaida, upon the bank of the lake of Geneza- 
reth, to the rank of acicy, both as to bulk, mag- 
nificence, and number of inhabitants, calling it allo 
Julias, in honour of Julius Cactar’s daughter. 


During the government of Coponius, who was 
fent, as before obferved, with Cyrenius into fudaza, 
adifturbance happened upon the following occalion. 
Sct is cuftomary for the pricits, upon the teat of un- 
leavened bread, which we call the paflover, to open 
the gates of the temple juft after midnight. A band 
of Samarians, who {tole into Jerufalem, waiting 
the opening of the gates, immediately advanced, 
and threw the bones of dead men into, the cloifters. 
Upon this account the Jews excluded them from 
the temple, which they were not accuflomeéd to do 
at fuch feftivals, and watched the facred {pot more 
carefully than they had formerly done. 


A fhort time after this, Coponius recurning to 
Rome, Ambivius tneceeded him in the government 
of Judea, under whofe adminiftration died Salome, 
fitter of Herod, and left to Julia, over and above 
hertoparchy, thecities of Jamnia, Phafaclisupon the 
plainof Archelais, with feveral plantations of palm- 
trees, that bear moft excellent fruit. 


Ananus Rufus fucceeded Ambivius; and_in his 
time Auguftus Caefar departed this lite. Te was 
the fecond emperor of Rome, and reigned fiity-leven 
years, fix months, and two days; having been four- 
ieen years of that time colleapuc with Anthony in 
the government. ‘he term of his lite was feventy- 
feven years. LHle was fucceeded by Tiberius, the 
fon of his wife Julia, being the third emperor of 
the Romans, who appointed Valerius Gratus to the 
government of Judaza. He alfo depofed Ananus 
from the pontificate, and put Ifmael, the fon of Fa- 
bius, in his place, who was foon after depofed, and 
the dignity transferred to Eleazar, the fon of Ana- 
nus, the late high-prieft. The office, however, was 
taken from him, after he had held it a year, and 
given'to Simon, the fon of Camith, who, after ano- 
ther year, was compelled to relinguifh it to Jofeph, 
whoie furname wes Caiaphus. Gracus having now 
heldthegovernmentcleven years, returned to Rome, 
and was fucceeded by Pontius Pilate. 


Herod, the tetrarch, was now in great favour with 
Tiberius, and builta city to his honour, called Ti- 
berais. It was built upon the heft fpot_of grcund 
in a]] Galilee, on the bank of the Jake of Genezareth, 
not far from the kot baths of Emmaus. ‘Vhe city 
was peopled partly by {trangers, and partly by Gali- 
leans. Some were compelled to become Biche 
while others took up their refidence there by choice. 
Way, in order torender it populous, inhabitants were 
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colleéted from all quarters, and of all conditions, 
high, low, rich, and poor, free men and flaves. For 
the encouragement of the indigent to fertle there, he 
gave them very confiderable privileges and immu- 
nities; to fome houles, to others land; for he was 
fenfible that, to render this place habitable, was to 
tranferefs the ancient Jewifh law, becaule many 
fepulchres were to be here taken away, in order to 
make room for the building of the city Tiberais; 
and our laws pronounce, that fuch inhabitants are 
unclean for feven days. : 


About this time died Phraates, king of Parthia, 
through the treachery of his fon, upon the follow- 
ing occafion. The king amongft other prefents 
that were formerly fent him by Julius Caefar, had an 
Stalian woman, whofename was Uhermula. He made 
her firft his concubine; but being enraptured with 
her charms, and having a fon by her, whofe name 
was Phraataces, he madc her his lawful wife, though 
he had feveral legitimate children. This Thermuia, 
perceiving the great affection he had for her, deter- 
mined to attempt fome means to procure for her fon 
the fuccefficn to the throne of Parthia. Finding 
that her efforts could not fucceed without removing 
the legitimate fons out of the kingdom, fhe prevailed 
with their father to fend thofe fons as hottages to 
Rome; fuch was her afcendancy over the mind and 
willof her hufband. 


Phraataces, being trained upathome toan expect- 
ance of the kingdom, thought it tedious to wait for | 
a crown in reverfion, and therefore formed a trea- 
cherous defign, by the affiftance of his mother, with 
whom he was fuppofed to have been guilty of the 
horrid crime of inceft, for the taking away the life 
of his father. This being accordingly done, Phra- 
ataces rendered himfelf fo odious to the people, 
both for parricide and inceft, that, before he could 
enter upon the government, he was expelled, and 

erifhed in a tumult raifed againft him. Now the 
arthian nobility agreed, that government and good 
order could not be maintained without a king, and 
refolving, at the fame time, not to fet any prince 
upon the throne that was not ofa lineal defcent with 
Arfaces, (the blood of Phraates being tainted by a 
Orodes in- marriage with an Italian concubine,) fent ambatfa- 
yited te he dors, and invited Orodes to take the crown. But 
foo after. Orodes being odious to the multitude, on account 
of his cruel and untraétable temper, a band of con- 
fpirators fet upon and flewhim. Some fay the exe- 
cution was done at a facrifice, ora banquet; but the 
more general report is, that they flew him when they 

had drawn him out toa hunt. : 
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Death of 
Phraates, 
king of 
Parthia. 


Phraataces, 
for parricide 
and inceft, 
is expelled 
the king- 
dom. 


Anembaty . Upon this the Parthians fent an embaffy to Rome, 
Hot the “ defiring one of the hoitages for their king, and 
Parthians made choice of Vonones in preference to the reft. 

Fle was a prince worthy of the honour conferred 

on him, by two of the greateft empires upon the 
Vonones face of the earth, che Roman and the Parthian. 
tetfrom But hisown countrymen, being naturally fickle and 
Rome to haughty, quickly repented of their choice, and 


{purning the idea of a flave, (for fo they conitrued 
the word hoftage,) as well as rejeCting the impofition 
of a kibg, not by any law of arms, as it was a time 
of profound peace, in the heat of their refentment, 
they fent for Artabanus, who. was then king of the 
Medes, and of the blood of Arfaces. Artabanus 
ihe befisee immediately accepted the offer, and, upon his ar- 
‘epee = rival at the head of a confiderable army, -was en- 
thiaus, whe countered by Vonones, who repulled him, the ge- 
fend for Ar- nerality of the Parthians as yet maintaining their al- 
“anus. Tegiance: bfir Artabanus, being in a fhort time re- 

injorced, gave Vonones a total overthrow in a fe- 

cond battle; fo that, with great difficulty, he ef- 

caped, with fome few horfc, into Seleucia. Arta- 

banus, taking advantage of the confternation of his 
Vonones ts OPpoOnents, preffed on the purtuit wirh a terrible 


kingdom. 


expelled, laughter, and retired to Ctefiphon with his victo. 
: : Ca : tO 
ang ies ¢- Tious army. This action put him in poffeffion of 


the kingdom of Parthia. Vonones, in the mean 
time, fled into Armenia, expecting to obtain the 
government there, foliciting Czefar alfo to affit him 
in his defign. But whether the emperor fufpected 
his courage, or himiclf was afraid of incurring the } 
refentment of the Parthians, Tiberius ftood aloof; 


mia. 
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and-Vonones, defpairing of the attempt, delivered 
himfelf up to Syllanus, governor of Syria, who, our De 
of regard to his education at Rome, gave him an Pintle 
honourable reception. Artabanus, being now fer. svc 
tled in the government of Parthia, made his {fon 53. 
Orodes king of Armenia. 


Atthis time died Antiochus, king of Comagena 
which occafioned the multitude to contend with the 
nobility; the latter being defirous of reducing the 
kingdom into the ftate of a province, while the for- 
mer were for being under a kingly government, as 
they were before. Upon this difpute Germanicus 
was ordered away into the eaft, to compofe the dift 
ference; but it proved the occafion of his ruin, 
for, after he had fettled all affairs, he was poifoned Sem 
through the treachery of Pilo, as will be fhewn fat” 
hereafter. Pit, 





CHAP. IV. 


Standards fet up in Ferufalem with C.cfar’s tinage upon 
them. A tumult raifed upon the occafton. ~ Pilate 
caufes the images to be removed. Demands money 
out of the facred treafury. A great deftruction of the 
Fews. Fofephus bears illuftvious teftimony. ~ De- 
cius Mundus enamoured of Paulina, a woiman of un- 
Spotted virtue, forms fatal refolutions. Ide, in con- 

junttion with the pricft of Lis, bring them_to an in- 
ferview. A criminal intercourfe enfires. The prieft 
and Ide are crucified, and the temple of Ifss deftrayed. 


ILATE, governor of Judea, upon the removal Pike, 

of the army from Czefarea to Jerufalem, to take ni 
up their winter guarters there, brought feveral ftan- int Jeri. 
dards into the city, with the image of Czelar, to the !«™ 
violation of the Jewifh laws, which exprefsly pro- 
hibit the ufe of fuch figures; for which reafons no 
former governers brought enfigns with fuch orna- 
ments upon them before. The prefent governor 
was the firft that ever tranfgreffed this rule; and 
further, he brought them in by ftealth, and fixed 
them up in the dead of the night, when none were 
prefent. When the citizens obferved them next 
morning, they aflembled in great multitudes, and 
attended Pilate at Czefarea, witha petition for the re- 
moval of thofe images to fome other place. After The Jeu 
feveral days waiting, and Pilate {till refufing, upon pets * 
pretence that ic was a requett not_to_ be granted jou, « 
without offering an indignity to Caefar, they ftill 
perfifted in their importunities. But the governor, 
upon the feventh day of the Jews attendance, com- 
manded a party of foldiers to be ready in arms, where 
he appointed them, and thereupon mounted a tri- 
bune, which he had caufed to be ereéted in the cir- 
cus, asa place moft commodious for a furprize. 
When the Jews renewed their petition, he gave a 
fignal to the foldiers to encompafs them round, and 
threatened that their punifhment fhould be immedi- 
ate death, unlefs they would quietly depart to their 
refpe€tive habitations. The Jews, notwithftanding 
this alarming menace, caft themfelvcs upon. the 
ground, and laid their necks bare; thereby intima- 
ting that their lives were not fo dear ro theinas the o.. ses 
laws of their country. Pilate was fo deeply im- jena: 
preffed with this inftance of their fortitude in pre- from Je 
ferving their laws inviolate, that he commanded the **™ 
mae to be carried back from Jeruialem ‘to Cz- 
area. 





The next thing Pilate undertook was to bring an 
aqueduét to Jerufalem, about two hundred fur- 
longs from the city; for which purpofe he demand- 
ed money out of the facred treafury. The Jews, 
enraged at this proceeding, affembled in great num- 
bers, to try the effect of popular clamour in divert- 
ing him from his purpofe. Some, as is ufual upon 
fuch occafions, uled reproaches, and poured forth 
the moft provoking inveétives; infomuch that he 
ordered a certain number of foldiers to affume the 
habit of the vulgar clafs, carry daggers under their 
garments, and be ready to obey a private fignal. 
He then commanded the Jews to depart; bur as 
they perfifted not only in denial, ‘bur reproach, the 
fignal was given to the foldiers, who fell tee 

tneny 
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a creat €e- them, dealing deftruction indifcriminately; and the 
dnction Of Tews being unarmed, and conicquently unprepared 
the Jews. For refiftance, an end was put to the tumult. 


_.. Ac the fame time there appeared in Judaea an ex- 
Baty traordinary perfon, called JESUS, if it be lawful to 
comeing cal} him aman. He was a famous worker of mi- 
Jets Chl cles, a teacher of thofe who were defirous of re- 

ceiving the truth in fimplicizy, and brought over 
to him many difciples, both Jews and Gentiles. 
This was the CHRIST, whom Pilate, at the accu- 
fation of the princes and great men of the nation, 
delivered up to the ignominious punifhment of the 
crofs; notwith{tanding which, thofe who firfl loved 
him did not forfake him. He appeared to them 


the divine, prophets had foretold, together with 
numberlefs other wonders concerning him, And 
thence, to this day, there is a fet of people, who 
bear the name of Curistians, as owning him tor 
their Flead, Lord, and Matter. : 


About this time another calamity caufed great 
diforder among the Jews, which arofe from certzin 
fhameful praétices about the temple of Ifis that was 
then at Rome. The particulars are as follow: 
‘Vhere was at Rome,one Paulina, a woman no lefs 
eminent for her virtue than her birth, poffeiied of 
an ample fortune, moft exquifite beauty, and had 

Avilea@= withal confummate modetty. She was married to 
inthe = Saturninus, a hufband worthy of fuch a wife: but 
ij * it fo fell out, that one Decius Mundus, a Roman 
knight, in the prime of lite, fell defperately in love 
withher. As fhe was a perfon above the temptation 
of prefents, he was the more inflamed with adefire 
of gaining her, and proceeded jo far, however, as 
to offer two hundred thoufand drachme to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with the object of his adoration. When 
thefe means proved incffectual, and he became more 
and more enamoured, he began to meditate his own 
dettruction. There was a female domeilic belong- 
ing to the father of Mundus, called Ide, a woman 
of intrigue and cunning, who obferving his paffion 
had tranfported him beyond all bounds of reafon, 
encouraged him to hope for the poflesTion of Pau- 
lina, by fuggefting to him, that, for a confideration 
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of fifty thoufand drachme:, his delire might be ac-. 


complifhed. Mundus, charmed with the propo- 
fal, produced the money; but Ide, perfuaded that 
ore had no attraction with Paulina, and reflecting 
that fhe held the goddefs Ifis in the higheit vene- 
ration, fhe had recourfe to this invention. Mav- 
ing convened feveral of the priefts of Ifis, fworn 
them to fecrecy, and fecured them by a depofit 
of twenty-five thoufand drachmse, anda promife 
of as much more when the bufinefs was effeét. 
ed, fhe communicated to them che circumftance 
towards facilitating an interview between the par- 
ies, . 


‘The priefts, lured by the temptation, promifed 
fair, and one of them went immediately to Paulina, 
and, in a private conference, told her, that the god 
Anubis was paffionately enamoured of her, and that 

e muft favour him with a wifit. Paulina wel- 
comed the meffenger; and was fo elated with the 
ideal honour, that fhe could not forbear difclofing 
to her female companions the kind regard which 
the god Anubis entertained for her. She even 
made her hufband acquainted with it; and told him 
thar an affignation was made between them; to 
which, froma reliance on her infuperable virtue 
he chearfully acceded. ; 


Paulina, in purfuance of this pleafing fancy, went 
to the temple of Ifis, where, in the evening, fhe 
ee eee fhut up by one of the Priefts, and meeting 
dua” With Mundus in the dark, had intercourfe with 
Pun, UM during the night, fuppofing fhe was honoured 
with the carefles of Anubis. In-the morning they 
Separated; and Paulina returned to her hufband, 
charmed with the late adventure, which. fhe tailed 


not to relate to her female compani in ex 
anions in exagge- 
rated terms, e a 


Upon the third day after the interview, Mundus 


tappened to meet Paulina, and, in terms poignantly 


ace, lampooned her ‘credulity, that had indu- 
er 
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alive again the third day after his crucifixion, which: 
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ced her to take him into her arms, as a fubfticute yy rau. 

for her adorable Anubis; intimating, ac the fame bately te- 
time, that it had faved him two hundred thouland proates 
drachmas aah 


“When the woman refleéted on the deception, fhe 
rent her clothes, burft into vehement exclamations, 
related the whole circumflance to her hutband, 
and requeited, if he had any regard for her, that he 
would nor fuffer fo lagranc an indignity co pals an- 7s, luis 
punifhed. The hutband reprefented the matter to tions the” 
‘Tiberius, who, upon full enquiry and information, emperor tor 
cauied thefe fanéuified, or rather dacrilegious, im- iter. 
poftors, together with Ide, the inventrefs or the pret are. 
plot, tobe crucified. Ele commanded the temple ervcitica, 
of Ifis to be pulled down, and her ftatue thrown aint te a. 
into the’ Tiber; but mitigaced the fentence of Miun- tiie temo. 
dus to banifhment, as a young man overcome by lithe. 
the irrefiftible torce of his pafion. 


OF THE 





CHAP. V. 


Profligate Jews impofe themfelves on the eredulous as 
teachers of the law. Extert ioney pen fradulent 
pretences. Canfe the expulfion of thew brethren froin 
Rowe. A Sanariai impoftor. Siege of Tirathaba. 
The affailants cut to pieces. The Samavians exhibit 
a complaint againft Pilate. Mdarcellus made governor 
of Judea. Pilate cited before Tiberius Crfar. 


AY Jew, a notorious. profligate, who, to gourim. 
avoid the flroke of public julice, was com-~ paters pi 
pelled to fly his country, pafled ac Rome, in thete for refer: 
days, as_a kind of rabbi, together with three more one the 
of the fame abandoned charaéler and ditlinétion. 
Folding themlelves forth as profeffors and ex- 
pounders of the laws of Motes, they gained teveral 
prolelytes, and, among others, one Fulvia, a wo- 

man of rank ‘and_ integrity, and a Jewels by pro- 

feffion. ‘This perton, having delivered herlelf upto Defra 
their authority and guidance, was prevailed, upon Eetvs ou 
by them to fend oblations of gold and purple to the fice 
holy temple at Jerufalem, which, from time co time, mony. 
they converted to their own ule. Sarurnin us, iIndu- 


‘ced by his wife, who had deteéted the fraud, exhibic- 


ed a complaint againit the impoftors to ‘Tiberius, 

who commanded all the Jews forthwith to depart 

the city. Vhere were 4000 foldiers entered upon , 

the conful’s roll, and fent away for Sardinias be- lee 
fides great numbers who made conticience of bear- trom thane. 
ing arms for the fake of their religion; and thefe 

were put to grievous torments; fo that, for the in- 

famy of four flagitious impoftors, the Jews were 

all banifhed to a man. . 






Nor was Samaria free from tumults, which were 4 tedition 
excited by a certain impoltor; who gave our, that, in Samaria 
if the multitude would affemble at mount Gerizim, 

a fpot held facred in that country, he would under. 

take to fhew them the holy veffels which Motes had 

caufed to be there depofited. A credulous rabble, 

lured by this plaufible tale, betook themlelves to 

arms, waiting for others to join them, in order to 

march upto the mountain in'alarge body. But Pi- 

late anticipated their defign, by pre-poffeffing the 
mountain with a ilrong band of horfe and foot; 

whence they charged the Samarians, who had fur- ,.. 
rounded the village, routed and flew great numbers oo {elute 
of chem, and took and carried away a multitude of routed by 
prifoners, the principal of whom were put to death ‘amy of 
by order of the governor of Judaza. ye 


When this tumult was appcafed, the leading men 
of the Samarians applied to Vitellius, a perfon of 
confular dignity, and at that time governor of Sy- 
ria, and brought a charge of murder again{t Pilate. Marcellus 
Virtellius, upon this, fent his triend Marcellus totake appointed 
charge of the government of Judaa, and ordered sevemer of 
Pilate to Rome, to anfwer before the emperor, the {eh i°4 
accufations exhibited againft him. Pilate had held to appear. 
the government of Judea ten years, when he pre- betere 
pared for his journey to Rome; but ‘Tiberius de- 1 
parted this life before his arrival. : = 


4c CHAP. 
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Vitellius 
honourably 
received by 
the Jews. 


The high- 
prieft’s veft- 
ments depo- 
fited in the 
temple of 
Antonia. 


Jonathan 
made high- 
priett in- 
fend of Cai- 
aphas, 


Lrocecdings 
of Vicellius 
refpedting 
the king 0: 
Parthia. 


The Par~ 
thians lofe 
Armenia, 
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CHAP. VI. 


Vitellius magnificently received at Fernfalem. Hyr- 
canus builds a caftle, and callsit Antonia. Caiaphas 
depofed. Vitellius forms a league with Artabanus. 
The Parthians lofe Armenia. Artabanus betrayed, 
but is reinforced, and recovers his kingdom. Treaty 
betwixt Tiberius and Artabanus. Darius fent as 
hoftage. Vitelliks returns to Antioch. Death and 
charaéier of Philip. 


T this time Vitellius went into Judza, and 
vifited Jerufalem, (it being the Feaft of the 
Paffover,) where he was moft honourably received, 
and remitted the inhabirants all the taxes upon fruits 
boughtandfold. He reftored to the priefts alfo the 
keeping. of the pontifical veftments in the temple, 
as they had been of old, but were of late depofited 
anne caftle of Antonia, upon the following oc- 
cafion: - 


Hyrcanus, the high-prieft, and firftof that name, 
having built a tower near the temple, paffed the 
greater part of his time there, keeping in his own 
cuftody the pontifical veltments and ornaments, in 
order to referve them for his own ufe, as did his fuc- 
ceffors, for a confiderable time after him. But He- 
rod, Bpor his fucceffion to the throne, was fo well 
pleafed with the fituation, beauty, and ftrength of 
this fort, that he caufed it to be improved at a very 
great expence, and called it by the name of Anto- 
nia, in honour of Anthony, his particular friend. 
In this caftle he found the facred vettments, and 
there he ordered them to be kept, from an opinion, 
that having them in his poffeffion, would keep the 
Jews in proper decorum. Archelaus, his fon and 
fucceffor, followed his example, and trom the fame 
motive, as did the Romans alfo after the reduction 
of the kingdom into a province; and thefe pontifi- 
cal robes were depofited in a cabinet appropriated 
to that fole ufe, under the feal of the priefts and 
ees of the holy treafury, the governor of the 
cattle being obliged to have ‘a lamp burning before 
the place. Pipes the feventh day preceding the 
three folemn feftivals, he delivered out the veftments 
to the high-prieft, who, having caufed them to be 
purified, performed the facred functions in them; 
and the day following depofited-them in the ufual 
place. This was the practice at the three annual 
feftivals, and upon the folemn faft. 


But Vitellius was now pleafed, -in favour of the 
Jews, to give up all the pontifical robes into the 
poffeffion of the priefts again, and to difcharge the 
governor from any further care of them, This he 
did to conciliate the efteem of the Jewifh nation. 
He then depofed Jofeph, who was alio called Caia- 
phas, from the office of high-prieft, and conferred 
it upon Jonathan, the fon of the high-prieft Ana- 
nus, after which he returned to Antioch. 


Upon his arrival, he received letters of inftruc- 
tion from Tiberius Czefar, to form _a league of 
friendfhip with Artabanus, king of Parthia; the 
emperor being apprehenfive, if ‘he fhould get pol- 
feffion of Armenia, that he might become a dan- 
gerous enemy; but Vitellius was enjoined to form 
the league upon no other condition than that of 
having one of the king’s fonsas an hoftage. This 
induced Vitellius to tamper with the kings of Ibe- 
ria and Alania, by the offer of a great {um of money, 
to engage them in a war with Artabanus. His ut- 
moft efforts could only prevail with the Iberians to 
open afree_ paffage for the Alanians through their - 
city, and fo, by the Cafpian mountains, to enable 
them to pave the way for an incurfion intothe king- 
dom of Armenia. By means of this irruption, Ar- 
menia was again taken from the Parthians; and thar 
ftrole was followed with fo defperate a ravage of 
their own country, that the principal men were al- 
moft entirely cut off, together with the king’s fons, 
and fuch vaft numbers of the common people, 
that this invafion may be faid to have laid all wafte 
before it. 
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Artabanus now fatally perceived that he had been 
betrayed under his very roof, and that his friends 
and relations were bribed into a-plot with Vitellius 
for his deftruction ; fo that not knowing in whom to 
repofe confidence, and fufpecting treachery under 
the guife of friendfhip, he made his efcape into the 
upper provinces, where he was not only protected, Arsbarey 
but reinforced with fo confiderable an army of the hvac? 
Dahi and Saci, that he not only overthrew his ene- sions.” 
mies, but recovered hiskingdom. — - 


Upon this turn of affairs, Tiberius propofed an a treny 
alliance with Artabanus; and, upon this invitation, with an. 
Artabanus and Vitellius went to the Euphrates, and $i" ¥ 
a bridge being laid over the river, they each of them bern. % 
came attended with their guards, and met upon the 
middle of the bridge. At the conclufion of the 
treaty, Herod, the tetrarch, gave them both a very 
{plendid and magnificent entertainment, in a tent he 
had ereéted, ata great expence, upon the fame river, The kiss 
Artabanus foon after fent his jon, Darius, as an fa Darny 
hoftage to Tiberius, with a variety of prefents ; and ta.” 
one amoneft the reft was a man feven cubits in 
height, by profeffion a Jew, whom they called Elea- 
zar the Giant. Vitellius after this returned to An- 


tioch, and Artabanus to Babylon.. 


Herod, defirous of giving Cazfar the firft_infor- 
mation of their having obtained hottages, difpatch- 
ed a meffenger with every particular of the treaty to 
Rome; and each circumftance being fo accurately 
deferibed, the intelligence of Vitellius became need- 
lefs. He was, however, much difgufted at his of- 
ficious anticipation, but fmothered his refentment 
till Caius came to the government. : 


At this time died Philip, the brother of Herod, pean: 
in the twentieth year of the reign of Tiberius, and chanded 
the thirty-feventh of his tetrarchy, of T:rachon, Pillip te 
Gaulanitis, and Batamea. He was aman of aquiet, ther. 
eafy difpofition, and fpent his whole life in the com- 
pats of his ownjurifdiction. He fcarcely ever went 
abroad, but incompany with fome few of his felect 
friends; and had a chair carried aiter him, which, 
upon feveral occafions, he ufed asa feat of juttice. 

If an appeal was made to him for his decifion of any 
matter in controverfy, he immediately proceeded to 

the examination of the caule, and give fehtence ac- 
cording to validicy ofevidence. He died at Julias, 
and was buried, with great funeral pomp, inamonu- 
ment he had prepared for himfelt; but leaving no 
iffue behind him, Tiberius annexed his domains to 
Syria, upon condition that the cributes in that te- 
trarchy fhould not go out of the country. 


° 





CHAP. VII. 


A war between Hered, thetetrarch, and Aretas, the king 
of Parthia. Particuiars of the occafion of it. Fobn 
the Pepin imprifoned by order of Herod. Vitellius 
marches by the way of Fudea towards Petra. The 
Fews ave offended at ihe images inthe Roman enfigns. 
Vitellius, Herod, and attendants, go to a public feftt- 
val held at Ferufalem. The pontificate transferred 
from Fonathan to Theophilus. lIntelligence'of the 
death of Tiberius. Progeny of Httod the Great. 


‘WAR broke out at this time between Herod Hotilits, 
£X% and Aretas, king of Parthia, upon the follow-. tn 
ing occafion.’ Herod, the tetrarch, married the jtered sd 
daughter of Aretas, with whom he cohabited acon- Arn 
fiderable time; but being calicd afterwards to Rome, 
he paida vifit to Herod, his brother-in-law, (the fon 
of the daughter of Simon, the high-prieft;) in his 
way, where he became fo paMfionately enamoured of, 
Herodias, wife of his brother, and daughter of 1 i 
Ariftobulus, their brother, that he hed the confe jcc 
dence.to make a propofal of marriage to her, upon ofit. 








* his return from Roni, and of putting away his'wite, 


the daughter of Aretas, which was agreed toon both 
fides, as the condition of their marriage. He then 
profecuted his voyage for Rorhe, where, having done 
his bufinels, he rerurned home. His wite, having 
by this time received intelligence of his intrigue 
with Herodias, artfully infinuateda defire of obtain- 
ing his permiffion to go to Macharas, a caitle upon 

: . the 












XVIIL. 7 
the borders of the dominions of Aretas. Herod, 
not fulpecting the caufe of her requeit, readily com- 
plied; and, as Machzeras was placed under the domi- 
nion of her father, every neceffary preparation was 
then made for her journey. The governor, imme- 
diately upon her arrival, furnifhec her with Arabian 
guards, who conduéted her from ftage to ftage, with 
al} poffible fpeed, to her father’s palace. When fhe 
related the circumftance of Herod’s amour, Aretas 
became naturally incenfed; and there being, at that 
time, a difpute concerning the boundaries of fome 
land in Gamala, and the two armies in the field 
ready to decide the point in quefticn, they laid hold 
of this pretence, and brought it toa battle, in which 
Herod was totally routed, through the treachery of 
a band of refugees that came over from Philip, and 
were at that time in the pay of Herod. The te- 
trarch no fooner gave Tiberius intelligence of this 
difaiter, than he difpatched orders to Vitellius to 
make war upon Aretas, to retaliate the fuppotfed in- 
dignity, and either bring him prifoner, or fend his 
head to Rome. 

There prevailed amongft the Jews a general opi- 
nion that this difafter was the effect of a Divine ven- 

eance upon Herod and his army, for the blood of 
5 ae furnamed the Baptift, who was bafely mur- 
dered by order of thistetrarch. He was aman of 
an immaculate character, whofe grand concern was 
to exhort the Jews to the practice of piety and vir- 
tue, point out the neceflity of repentance, and hold 
forth, by baptitm, the import and meaning of re- 
generation and a new life, not as confifting in ab- 
taining from a particular fin, but in an habitual 
purity both of mind and body. Such was the in- 
fuence and authority of this great and good man, as 
appeared from the multitude of his difciples, and 
the veneration they had for his doétrine, that Herod 
was apprehentive he might infligate them to a re- 
volt. Actuated therefore by this fordid principle, 
he fent him away bound to Machezeras, (the caftle 
before mentioned, ) where, by the malice and contri- 
vance of Herodias, his brother’s wife, (with whom 
he was greatly enamoured,) the Baptift was after- 
wards put to death, and that impious barbarity 
was followed by a Divine vengeance on the exe- 
crable caufe of it, as the Jews, trom the beft foun- 
dation, .were firmly perfuaded. 

Vitellius was now preparing for the Arabian war, 

: and upon his march towards Petra, with two legi- 

t ons, and all the auxiliaries, horfe and foot, of the 

5 Roman allies. When he was advanced as far as 

i Prolemais, thinking to take his paffage acrofs Ju- 
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ths Jews ea, the leading men of the country met him on 
the atfence his way, intreating him to fteer fome other courfe, 
Furth as the images which the Romans ufually bear on 
Ronin co. their enfigns are repugnant to the religion and laws 
of the Jews. The general complied with the re- 
queft, and fent his army about, through the com. 
vafs of an extenfive plain, while he himielf, with 
erod the tetrarch, and his friends, went up to Je- 
rufalem, to the celebration of a public fettival 
which then approached. He was reccived with the 
utmoft refpeét and honour, and took his abode there 
three ise during which time he transferred the of- 
fice of high-prieit from Jonathan to his brother 
Theophilus. Upon the fourth day he received in- 
telligence of the death of Tiberius; and, in confe- 
quence thereof, made the people {wear allegiance to 
Caius Caligula, the fucceffor; called back his troops, 
and ordered them into winter quarters, putting a 
ftop to the war upon the change of government. 


There prevailed a report that, upon the intelli- 
* Bence of the expedition of Vitellius, Aretas con- 
fulted the diviners and foothfayers refpeéting the 
event of the undertaking, and that they foretold,. 

hat the army then upon the march fhould never 
teach Petra; as either one of the Princes would die, 
or the general appointed co the command, or the 
perfon againft whom the war was made;” fo chat 
Vitellius returned to Antioch. As I am now rela- 
ting thefe vicrffirudes of human events, I deem it 
Noe foreign to the purpofe to make tome remarks on 
the fate of Herod and his family, which certainly 
difplays remarkable inftances of the wifdom and 
power of Divine Providence. It tends to fhew, 
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that dignity of birth, the moft fplendid fortune, or 
numerous projeny, are objects of no confideration 
with piety and virtue. We find this maxim con- 
firmed in the cafe of Herod, who, within the courle 
of-an hundred years, had nor any remains left of fo 
numerous a family. This fhould ferve as a check 
to the vain pretenfions of arrogantmortals, and lead 
them to’admire the wonders of Providence; and, 
amongtt the reft, the advancement of Agrippa from 
a private fortune, to fo eminent a degree of dignity 
and power. We have given an account of the pro- 
. Seny of Herod in the abftract, but fhall now give 
it in detail. 


Herod theGreat had, by Mariamne, the daughter 
of Hyrcanus, two daughters, Salampfo, who mar- 
ried Phaiac], the fon ot Phatael, the king’s eldett 
brother, with the father’s content, and Cypros, who 
married Antipater, the nephew of Herod, by his 
fitter Salome. 


Phafael had, by Salampfo, five children, Antipa- 
ter, Herod, Alexander, and two daughters, Alex.- 
andra and Cypros, who married Agrippa, the fon 
of Ariflobulus; but Alexandra was muarricd to one 
Timius, a nobleman of the ifle of Cyprus, who 
died without iffue. Agrippa had, by Cypras, two 
fons and threedaughters. The latter were Bernice, 
Mariamne, and Drufilla; the former Agrippa, and 
Brutus, who died in his minority. Agrippa, the 
father, was brought up under his grandfather He- 
rod the Great, together with his brothers Herod and 
Ariftobulus, as was alfo Bernice, the daughter of 
Salome and Coftobarus. 


The children of Ariftobulus were at that time in- 
fants, when their father, and his brother Alexander, 
were put to death by Herod. When they arrived 
to years of maturity, this Herod, the brother of 
Agrippa, married Mariamne, the daughterofOlym- 
pias (who was king Herod’s daughter) and of Jo- 
feph, Elerod’s brother, by whom he had Ariftobu- 
lus. Ariftobulus, the third brother of Agrippa, 
married Jotape, the daughter of Samfigeram, king: 
of the Emefenes, by whom he had a daughter called 
after her mother, and that was born deaf. Thefe 
were the children of the three brothers; but I-ero- 
dias, their fifter, married Herod, the fon of Herod 
the Great, whom he had by Mariamne, the daughter 
of Simon, the high-prieft, and from thence came 
Salome ; after whofe birth Herodias made noicruple, 
in defiance of the Jaw of our country, of taking He- 
rod, the tetrarch of Galilee, for her fecond huf- 
band, though her hufband’s brother, by the father’s 
fide, having alfo abandoned a former hufband who 
was yet living. Salome, the daughter, married Phi- 
lip, the fon of Herod, the tetrarch of Trachonites 
who died without iffue: after which he married 
Ariftobulus, the fon of Herod, and brother of 
Agrippa, by: whom fhe had three tons, Herod, 
Agrippa, and Ariftobulus. Thus much for the 
family of Phafael and Salampfo. 


Cypros had, by Antipater, adaughter, called after 
the mother, who was married to Alexas Selcius, 
the fon of Alexas, who, by her, had one daughter, 
Cypros, But Herod and Alexander, the brothers 
of Antipater, died without iffue. Alexander, the 
fon of king Herod, that was put to death by his fa- 
ther, had, by Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia, Alexander and Tigranes. 


This Tigranes was that king of Armenia, who 
had an accufation brought againft him by the Ro- 
mans, and died without chiidren. Alexander had 
afon called Tigrances alfo, after the name of his un- 
cle, whom Nero advanced to_be king of Armenia; 
and had a fon named Alexander; who married Jo- 
tape, the daughter of Antiochus, king of Comage- 
na, and was made king of Lefis, in Cilicia, by 
Vefpafian. The race of Alexander’s fons declined 
from the Jewifh laws and difcipline to the religion 
of the Greeks; and the other daughters of Herod 
the Great left no children behind them. Having 
thus gone enrogen the pofterity of this prince, as 
faras the reign o Agrippa, we fhall now advert to 
| the hiflory of Agrippa himfelf, and fhew the-ama- 
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zing fucceffion of events that at length advanced to the governor, who, upon examination, and proof 
i great a deg igni er, of the charge, rejected Agrippa; fo that being again Aftersue 
pantie Tocetear aidee cc of Cente and power abandoned to ie wide wee. he went to Prolemais, ee 
with a refolution of going back again into Italy, In ofhissa® 
CHAP. VIII. this extremity he employcd Marfyas, one of his free. ther aris. 
men, to procure a fum of money upon any terms, to 
‘ fopbly Ino prescorexieencies: ‘Uaiias accordingly 
7 j ofufion of Agrippa. He conciliates applied to Protus, a freeman of Bernice, t € mo- 
si es ers af era Tae the hatred of his ther of Agrippa, and his late patronefs, that, in her 
brother Ariftobulus. Is gracioufly received by Cafar || laft willand teftament had recommended him to the 
at Caprea. Charged with a defraud by Herennitts. fervice of Antonia, for the loan of a ium of money 
Difiniffed the court.  Succefs of bis artifices.. Dila- || to him upon his, bond. oe cutee Agrippa 
tory temper of Tiberius. Agrippa committed to pri- || with non-payment of what ios ica y ug; and by 
fon upon an accufation of Lutychus. Prediétion of || that means compelled Mar yess wien he made the 
@ German upon an owls perching over Agrippa’s bond of twenty thoufand attic drachma, to accept 
head. Tiberius inexorable towards him. Popularity of two thoufand five hundred lefs than what he 
of Caius. Tiberius, upon confulting the oracle, as \| defired. , 
to the fucceffion, is direéted to Caius. Transfers the Upon the receipt of this fupply, Agrippa went 
Zovernment to bin. Death of Tiberius, and fuccef- to Anthedon, took fhipping, and prepared himlelf 
Sion of Cains. Charatter of the late emperor. A- |! +9 put to fea. But intelligence of this being given 
Erippa difcharged from confinement, and treated with || +4 Ferennius Capito, procurator of Jamnia, he fent 
ingulay honour. “Marcellus appointed to the govern- \| x band of foldicrs to demand of hin payment of a 
ment of Fuden. debt of three hundred thauiand drachmz: of filver, 
which he borrowed from Czefar’s treafury when he 
Extrava- GRIPPA, being at Rome, a fhort time before wasat Rome. ‘This accident, for afew hours, fuf- 
gance of A the death of Herod the Great, and frequently pended his purpofe. He made fair promifes; but, 
Agrippa. Admitted to the emperor’s palace, had infinuated when night came on, cut his cables, ftood off to 
himfelf into the graces of his fon Drufus, as alfo || fea, and fteered his courfe for Alexandria. Upon ahs 
of Antonia, the wife of Drufus the elder, by means his arrival, he defired Alexander, the principal of. ‘Aleaeine 
of his mother Bernice, for whom Antonia had |] ficer of the revenue, to lend him two hundred thou- 
great efteem. Agrippa was naturally of an open fand_drachme upon his own fecurity. The officer 


Confequen 


es attend, id : 

ing a by creditors without the means of making fatisfac- Tiberius Caeler-(who then refided at Capreaz) by 
tion, Agrippa returned to Judaea, and, partly thro’ letter, that he was come fo far to pay him his duty, 
fhame: tor his indifcretion, retired to Malatha, a || and requefted permiffion to wait upon him. ‘Tiberius, 
caftle in Idumaa, refolving there to put anend to || without delay, returned him the kindeft anfwer, with Iki 
amiferabielife. Cypros, apprehending the moft fa- || affurance of his gracious reception at Caprese; and pene | 
tal effcéts from the daily increafe of his melancholy, || accordingly, upon his arrival, faluced him with che 
wrote to her fifter Hleradias an account of his very |] greateft tendernefs, introduced him into his palace, 
neceflitous condition, adjuring her, by all the ties of || and entertained him in the moftfumptuous and mag- 
honour and affinity, to afford him {ome affiftance. || nificent manner. But the day following Crefar re- 
This application fo far wrought upon Herodias, |} ceived letters of complaint. againft Agrippa from 
that fhe prevailed with her hufband to fend tor |} Herennius Capito, fetting forth that “* being three 
Agrippa, allow him a penfion, and the government hundred thoufand drachmez in the emperor’s debt, 
of Tiberias, for his prefent maintenance. But He- |} and the money long fincedue, he had only demanded 
rod did not long continue his protection; nor did fatisfaction in the bond; but thar Agrippa, having 
Agrippa difcover much fatisfation with his fitua- ftolen away to evade jullice, the emperor wasin dan- 
tion; infomuch, that, at a convivial board, Herod || ger of lofing his money.” “Tiberius viewed this in 
reflected upon his poverty, and reproached him with fo heinous a light, that he ordered the officers of at 
having, by his protufion, rendered himtelf a depend- court not to admit Agrippa till he had paid his debt. 
ant on his bounty. Agrippa took no notice of the emperor’s difplea- 

en : fure, but went to Antonia, the mother both of Ger- 
Ts kindly Agrippa, difgufted at fo palpable a taunt, betook manicus and of Claudius, (who came afterwards 


received b 
Llaccus, 


gencrous temper, but kept within the bounds of 
moderation, in his expences, during the life of his 
mother; but, upon her demife, gave into every ex- 
cefs of extravagance, and efpecially amongft the 
creatures of: the court, infomuch that he had in- 

curred fuch loads of debts, that he was under a ne- 

~ ceffity of abandoning Rome. Tiberius, at the fame 
time, alfo lofing his fon, could not bear the fight 
of any of the companions of Drufus, as they would 
remind him of his lofs. 


Having fquandered his property, and injured his 


2 character, 


y himtelf to Flaccus, a particular friend at Rome, and 
at chat time governor of Syria. Flaccus gave him 
a kind reception, having, as a gueit, Ariitobulus, 
who, though his brother, was inimical to Agrippa: 
but this circumftance did not prevent Flaccus trom 
dividing his good offices indiferiminately betwixt 
them. Ariftobulus, however, indulged his ipleen; 
and an incident occurred, that furnifhed him with 
the means of working Flaccus into an unfavourable 

opinion of Agrippa. There wasa difpute betwixt 
the people of Damafcus and thofe of Sidon concern- 
ing the limits of their territory. The caufe was to 
be tried before Flaccus; and the people of Dangaf- 
cus being informed of the weight of influence 
Agrippa had with the Sovernor, determined, by a 
valuable confideration, to engage him in their inte- 
reft. The bargain was ttruck, and promifes ex- 
changed, fo that Agrippa ftrenuoufly contended 
for the claim of Damatcus in oppofition to that of 
Sidon. | Ariftobulus, finding that his brother was.ac- 
tuated by a pecuniary motive, complained of him 


a 


through his-protufion, and being preffed- 


rejected his requeft,; but complimented his wite 
upon her known integrity, and offered the loan of 
the money upon her bond. In fine, upon the fe- 
curity of Cypros, Alexander fupplied Agrippa with 
five talents ac Alexandria, and letters of credit for 
the reft ac Puteolt; for he was not willing to ven- 
ture the whole tum in his hands together, from a 


knowledge of his profufion and extravagance. Cy- Asripp 


pros, finding, by this time, that her hufband was re- &@ " 


folutely bent upon his journey, went back with her 
children to, Judzea by land. ; 


Agrippa, upon his coming to Puteoli, informed 


to the empire), and fetting forth the danger he was 
in of lofing the favour of Czefar, for the want of 
three hundred thoufand drachmz, obtained the 
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loan of that fum from her, as a teftimony of her cou. 


relpeét for the memory of Bernice, and the friend- 
fhip that had ever fubfifted between them. ‘With 
this money he difcharged the debt; and not only 
re-inftated himfelf in the emperor’s favour, but 
gained io far upon him, that he committed his 


and government. Agrippa was fo fenfible of the ob- ts 
ligations he had to Antonia, that he paid his court * 
to her grandfon Caius, who was held in general ef- 
teem, both for his own fake, and the reverence he 
had for the memory of Germanicus, his. father. 
Agrippa found means of borrowing a million of 
drachmz from one Thallus, a freeman of Czefar s 
part of which he appropriated to the payment of 2 
Antonia, and the overplus to the detraying of the; 
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expences in his attendance upon Caius, who had cz. 


now taken him inro his greatett confidence. The 
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The friendfhip between Agrippa and Caius com- 
ing to fo great a height, the former took occafion, 
on the mention of Tiberius, as they were fitting 
together in a chariot, to fuggeft a wilh, thar ** Ti- 
berius was taken off the ttage, and Caius fuc- 
ceeded to che empire.” Thete words were over- 
heard -by Eutychus, who was Agrippa’s freeman, 
and drove his chariot, but for the prefene did not 
difclofe them. Ie happened foon after, that Euty- 
chus, upon an accufation of robbing his matter of 
fome wearing apparel, deferted his fervice; and be- 


ingapprehended, and brought before Pifo, governor * 


of the place, was afked the caufe of it, when he re- 
plied, he had fomething to fay to Ceefar, that tended 
to his fecurity and prefervation. Lutychus, upon 
this, was fent bound to Caprez:, and kept in chains 
hy Tiberius, who, even on the moft urgent occa- 
fion, was addicted to Moth and delay. He would 
not admit ambaffadors without hefitation ; nor fup- 
ply vacancies in governments of provinces, till he re- 
ceived certain information of the deaths of former 
deputies or governors. He was very negligent alfo 
in hearing the caules of prifoners; and being afked, 
by his friends, the reafon of his delay in fuch cafes, 
he thus replied: “* If I fhould give ambafladors too 
** eafy admittance, they, of courfe, would be foon 
difmiffed, and others fent in their places ; fo that 
my whole time would-be employed in admitting 
and difcharging ambaffadors. “With refpceét_to 
officers, when places are once filled, it is eafier 
for the fubjeét to keep than to change them; for 
magiltrares are naturally covetous, and more fo 
when they fuppofe their offices will not be of 
long duration.” 

That this‘is the true chara&ter of Tiberius necds 
no other proof than chat, during the courfe of a 
reign of twenty years, he fent only two governors 
into Judvea, which were Gratus, and his fucceffor, 
Pilate, and that he purfued the fame plan in all other 
parts of his empire. The reafon he gave alfo for 
the delay of bringing prifoners to their trial, was 
to keép them the longer in pain; and to punith them 
for their paft crimes, by a lingering torment worle 
than death icfelf. 

This was the trae caufe of Eutychus being kept 
fo long in chains before Cafar would vouchiafe to 
hear him: bac Tiberius, after fome time, coming 
from Caprese to Tufculanum, about an hundred 
furlongs from Rome, Agrippa defired Antonia to 
move for Kutychus that he might have a hearing, 
that ie might be known what he had toobjeét againit 
his patron. Tiberius had great refpect for Antonia; 
partly through confanguinity, as being his fifter-in- 
Jaw, and the widow of Drufus, and partly through 
the reputation of her virtue, in the refufal of a ie- 
cond marriage, though fhe was importuned by Au- 
Sultus himielf. Befides thefe motives, Tiberius 
had perfonal obligations to Antonia ; for had it not 
been for her fagacity, faith, and induftry, that de- 
iperate plot of his minion, Scjanus, had certainly 
coft him his life. As he was aman of power and cre- 
dit, the captain of his guards had engaged feveral 
men of fenatorial dignity, divers of Crefar’s free- 
men, court favourites, and military officers, in the 
confpiracy. S¢janus had certainly gained his poinr, 
had not the vigilance and refolution of Antonia de. 
feated his fchemes: for when fhe had difcovered 
his defigns againft Tiberius, fhe wrote him an 
exact account of the whole, gave the letter to 
Pallas, the moft trufty of his fervants, and fent to the 
empcror-at Caprese.” By virtue of this difcovery, 
both the confederacy itfelf, and the agents concern- 
ed in it, were Graushe to light, and juftice done up- 
on Sejanus and his accomplices. “This added to 
Ceefai’s former obligations to her, who, with pro- 
priety, could deny her no requeft; fothat, upon the 
Importunity of Agrippa, the preffed Tiberius to give 
Eutychus anhearing. The emperor confented, ob- 
ferving, that, if Eutychus had traduced Agrippa, 
he mutt abide by the confequence; and, on the 
other hand, if the accufation, upon enquiry, ap- 
beared to be true, the punifament would certainly 
fall upon the criminal. Antonia gave Agrippa this 
caution ; and the more fhe inclined to moderation, 
he was the more ager to bring it toa ferutiny; info. 


“cc 
ce 
ec 
“e 
ce 
oe 
ae 
ce 


much, that Antonia, when fhe found he would not | 
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take a denial, took 2n cpportunity of accofting Ti- 
berius, and preferring her requett, that Eutychus 
might be called and heared. He mott folemnly ap- 
pealed to the gods, that what he was about ro do he 
did reluctantly, and only in compliance with her 
requelt, : . 


OF Thr 


_ Upon this he commanded Macro, fucceffor to Se- 
guards, to caufe Eu- 
nN; and as foon as he 
afked him what he had to al- 
Agrippa, who gave him his 
» with all humility, char, “as 
he was one day driving Caius and Agrippa in his 
chariot, he overheard fome difeourfe thar paffed be- 
tween them; and particularly remarked aluggeition, 
that came from Agrippa, intimating a wifh “ chat 
‘Viberius might be taken off the {tage, and Caius 
fucceed to the empire,” as it might redound co his 
intereft and advantage. ‘liberius was dilpofed ro 
believe this information, and was much incenfed at 
Agrippa, becaufe thar) after his having committed 
the care of his grandfon to him, he hed dedicated 
himtelf wholly to the fervice of Caius. The empe- 
ror, upon this, rurning to Macro, exclaimed, “* Put 
him in chains.” Macro, not uncerftanding to whom 
Tiberius referred, afked him what man 2? The em- 
peror fternly replied, Agrippa.” The latter im- 
mediately betook himfelf to Prayers and fupplica- 
tions, adjuring Tiberius, by the tendernefs he had 
for the memory of his fon, with whom he had the 
honour to be fo well acquainted, and for the false of 
the lervices he had been fo happy as to render to his 
Srandfon, to veuchfate him his pardon. Bucatl his 
intreatics were in vain; for che guards dragged him 
to prifon in his purple robes as they found him. The 
weather being extremely hor, and Agrippa ready 
to perith with thirft, he obferved one of Caius’s 
flaves, whofe name was ‘Thaumattus, carrying fome 
water In a velfel, and defired that he would fer him 
drink. ‘Che fervant immediately complied with his 


tychus to be brought before hi 
came into his prefence, 
ledge againft his patron 
freedom? Heanfwered 


requeit, and having drank heartily, he promifed, for 
the fervice he had rendered him, if he furmounted 
the prelenc difficulty, to prevail with Caius to granc 
him his freedom. “Nor did he deceive him in his 
promife; for when he afterwards came to the crown, 
he procured Thaumattus’s liberty, made him ftew- 
ard over his own eflate, and, at his death, recom- 
mended him to his fon Agrippa, and to Bernice 
his daughter, cocontinue him in that charge, where- 
in he acquitted himfelf with great honour during 
the remainder of his life. 


As Agrippa was ftanding in chains before the pa- 
lace, with others of his fellow prifoners, and leaning 
ina melancholy pofture again{t a tree, there came an 
owl and perched upon it. A German, that was there 
in bonds, obferving it, enquired of onc of the fol- 
diers, who that man in purple was? Being informed 
that he was a Jew of the firft rank in point of ex- 
traction, he defired the foldier to fuffer him to ap- 
proach in order to fpeak to him, as he wifhed to en- 
quire concerning fome things relating to his coun.. 
try. This being granted, the German, by an in- 
terpreter, thus addreffed him: ‘ I perceive, young 
““ man, this fudden and furprizing change of for- 
tune cafts you down; nor will you cafily be per- 
fuaded how near your deliverance approaches un-. 
der the favour and protection of a Divine Provi- 
dence that watches over you. I call the gods to 
witnefs, both yours and ours, by whofe permif- 
fion it is that we are here in bonds, that I {peal 
not this to amufe and fatter you with vain hopes; 
for I well know that prognoftics of this kind, if 
the event does not accord with the! prediction, 
aggravate inftead of alleviate the ills of life. 
But I deem it my incumbent duty, at all hazards, 
to affure you, that you will experience fuch a 
change of times and things, as fhall advance you, 
jrom this ftate of mifery and dejeétion, to the 
higheft pinnacle of honour and power, and ren- 
der you the envy of thofe who either defpifed or 
pitied you before. The remainder of your days 
fhall be happy; and you fhall leave children be. 
hind you to fucceed to your good fortunes. But 
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** remember this, whenever you fee this bird again, 
“** the fifth day after it will be your laft. ‘This is the 
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government, by fetrling it contrary to his inclina. 
tion. But he was more affected through this difap- 
pointment, by apprehentfion for the perfonal fafety 
of his’Brandfon, than lots of the empire. For when 
dominion is jn queftion, power muit carry it: am. 
bition knows no kindred; and amongit rivals tor 
fway, the one can never think himifeif fafe but in 


the ruin of the other. 


Tiberitis had been very much given to aftrology, Tiseiy 
and the calculation of nativities, and had governed gu 
his aétions, in a great meafure, by the direction of 
wizards and fortune-tellers. Accordingly, hap- 
pening once to caft his eye upon Galba, he turned 
to fome particular friends about him, and exclaim- 
ed, *¢ That man will be emperor of Rome.” Upon 
the whole, none of the emperors were fo much ad- 
di&ted to divination as Tiberius. But nothing 
touched him fo fenfibly as this foreboding encotn- 

ter of the two competitors, which wrought upon 
| him infuch a manner, that he gaye up his grandfon 


2.94, 


“- good omen. My revelation is certain; and I de- 
¢¢ Tiver you the truth, to fupport_you in your pre- 
“© fent trouble, with the hope of better things to 
“ come. I am now to befeech you further, that, 
*¢ when you find thefe things come to pafs, you 
“© will not forget your fellow fufferers, but confult 
“© the deliverance of thofe you leave behind you.” 


The prophecy of this German appeared as ludi- 
crous and improbable to Agrippa, in the relation, 
as it was afterwards wonderful and furprizing in the 





accomplifhment. Antonia, in the mean time, was 
deeply affected by the hard ufage of her friend, but 
taking ic for granted, that Tiberius was not to be 
wrought upon, and that all applications and inter- 
ceffions would therefore be in vain, all that fhe 
could do was to prevail with Macro to render his 
fituation more tolerable, by fetting affable, tractable 
; men as guards over him; allowing him to fit at table 
Antoniaad. . . e : : . 
Anroniaaé- with the officers who had him in cuftody; and giv- 
himcomfort In& accefs to his friends that were difpofed to vifit 
under con- him, All this was accordingly granted, infomuch 
mnemen. char Silas, his friend, and Martyas and Stychus, 
two of his freemen, brought him the moft accept- 
able diet; and afforded him many other indulgen- 
cies under the connivance of the foldiers, from: the 
hints they had received from Macro. 


Tiberius When Agrippa had remained in confinement fix 

falls defpe~ months, Tiberius, upon his return to Caprese, was 

yec™ taken with a faint indifpofition, which increafed 

upon him to fuch 2 degree, that he had no hopes of 

recovery. Perceiving his cafe defperate, he fent 

Evodus, a freeman, in whom he confided, to bring 

his children to him early the next morning, to take 

a laft interview with their dying father. 1 would 

here be underftood as {peaking of adopted childrens 

for he had none of his own; Drufus, his only fon, 

being deceafed : but Tiberius, furnamed Gemellus, 

the ion of Drufus, was living; as was Caius, the 

Caius uni- fon of his brother Germanicus, who had now at- 

yerfally be~ tained to man’s eftate, and poffeffed moft excellent 

, accomplifhments. Ite was the darling of the peo- 

ple, from the reverence they had for the memory 

of his father’s virtues, who was a prince of the 

Aswashis greateft moderation, affability, and condefcenfion. 

istics Get ae nous reaps a one pained Phe rerou 
% of the fenate and people of Rome, but of the pro- ee foci py - OF ; 

a ens a ; sre dtaliee ve ates the fecurity and {plendor of your own fortune de- 

vinces in general that were fubject to the empire, «c pends, in y great Meafure; upon the life and wel- 


“© fum of what you are given to underftand by this 
which he conciliated by every good office, a = ; tes 
7 ae 2 And to “tare of your brother, and the day of ‘his death 


for loft, abandoned himfelf to a kind of defpair, 
and involved himfelf in perplexed refearches into 
the defigns of Providence, that are wifely concealed 
from mortals, when he might have lived happily in 
2 patient refignation to the will of heaven. Though 
he was much difordered by this unexpected refolu- 
tion of the government for thofe to whom he did 
not intend ir, yet deeming it a point of ‘expediency 
to fpeak upon the occafion, he delivered himfelf to 
the following effect: 


“¢ JT need not tell you, Caius, that Tiberius is 
* nearett to me in blood; yet, upon confulting the 
¢ Will of the immortal gods, and my own reaton, { 
“ do hereby transfer the government of the Roman 
“empire to your hands. .I do likewife adjure you, 
“ that, in the exercife of this power, you never for- 
“* get the obligation you have to him from whom 
“* you received its and that you fhew your gratitude 
“ to your patron, by every demonttration of love 
“and friendfhip to your brother Tiberius. J afk 
* nothing more in return for the dignity I have now 
* conferred upon you (for next to the gods you 
*© owe it all to me) than chat you be not wanting 
“in any thing to him, whom nature itfelf hat 
“ spade almott infeparable from me. I am farther 
“to remind you, that ic is as much your in- 
 tereft as your duty to follow my injunétion: for 


ken of juftice and humanity. His, death, in Gne ct. : ar . : 
was noclo much celebrated with external pomp and ee at By Che eVOGr OU AUC poreleal ty 1: . 
fhew, as with cears flowing from real affection and « Biddy, Mippery heer anuatcanger aus acento) 
compunétion of heart; for the whole body of the cg ee find aban Bene) becaufe fins agalnts 
people Jamented the death of this prince as if each “ the ae ae sueutaty and DAE UES US ert fai 
individual fubject had Joft a father. The repu- of ey followed y Divine vengeance: Thefe 
tation of Germanicus tended preatly to the intereft ate fed att_words of 4 iberius to Catus, vite 
of his fon Caius, but particularly recommended him prom ie punctual obedience inevery point; though Caius nb 
to the foldiers, who were ready to lay down their it was evidenc, from the refule, he never intende cf ie 
lives for his service. foie 
iberins _ Viberius, having given orders to Iivodus to bring 
Tienes his fons to him the next morning, he prayed to che 
cerning his ZOAS of his country to dircét him, by fome manifett 
fuceetes, Signal, as to the appointment to the fucceRion, He 
pave himfelf the preference to ‘Tiberius; but durit 
not venture to pre-judge or determine in a pointot! 
fuch importance, without confulting the oracle, [Te 
then propofed to govern himilelf by this token, chat 
he of the twa that came firfl to him in the morning 
fhould be his fucceflor. Having thus relolved, he 
gave ic in charge to the rutor of ‘Liberius, his grand- 
fon, to, bring his pupil to him by break of day, 
taking it for granted chat the fignal requelted would 
be in his favour. But it tell out otherwite; for, 
upon his fending Hvocdus, by peep of day, to bring 
in him whom he fhould frill fee, he found only 
Caius, and accordingly informed him that the em- 
peror required his, pretence. ‘Tiberius, it feems, 
hot fotpecting che importance of the bufinels upon 
which he was to attend, had rather doitered chan 
hattened upon the oecalion, 
eens The emperor was noc a little ftartled at the fighe 
poem ta. OF Caius, confidering, in what manner Providence 


wnt had defeated bins in his defipn of difpoling of the 


it; for he no fooner poffeffed the command, than 
he put his brother to death; and he himfelf, ac- 
cording to the prefage of Tiberius, was affafinated 
fome yeirs after. : 
Tiberius, having declared Caius his fucceflor, bon 
within a few days after departed this life, having 
reigned twenty-two years, five months, and thirteen 
days, Caius was now the fourth in the roll of the 
enperors. The rumour of the death of Tiberius they 
was @rateful co che Romans, though they durfk not os" 
venture too much upon che truth of ie, being fear; 
ful Jett, through their credulity, they might dif- 
cover a fatisfagtion that would fubje them to the 
information of fpies, and be attended with cermin oa 
death. | ‘Viberius was, in difpofition, flerce and ins jyrts- 
exorable to the highelt degrees hts paftion was ealily 
inflamed, and his relentment was implacable. Fle 
conceived averfion withoue caule, andexccuted ven- 
Geance Without demerit, pronouncing the rigorous 
Jenrence of death for the fightett offences. . Te there- 
fore concerned the people to be cautious, as to the 
difeovery of their Joy tor the tidings, confidering 
the wortal danger of being found in a miftake. 








vs 





, . ( a 
Marlyas, Agrippa’s freeman, no fooner heard of 5, 
the death of "Viberlus, than he pofled with the glad ri: 


tidings to his patron, whom he found going a au 
miu, 





Book XVHI. 
bath, and whifpered in the Hebrew tongue, “* The 
* lion is dead.”. Agrippa underltood the meaning, 
and burit forth into a kind of extacy, ‘* How fhall 
“© T requite thee for this, and many other good 
** offices that thou haft rendered me, if it be as thou 
“© {ayelt? “Phe officer, who had Agrippa in cultody, 
oblerving the hafte with which Martyas delivered 
the meflage, and the rapture with which Agrippa 
received it, and concluding that the words implied 
ome great Innovation, defired Agrippa to give him 
an explanation. He, at firft, declined it, but, upon 
being prefled, told him, in confidence, the whole 
ttory. 
news, and treated him with afumptuousregale; but, 
as they were in the midit ofstheir conviviality, 2 
meflenger arrived with intelligence, that ‘Tiberius 
Ammour was pait danger, and would {peedily come to town. 
ti Tibe- Thele words threw the officer into the greateft. con- 
24 "35 ternation, from a confcioufnels that he had for- 
feited his head, by regaling wich a itate prifoner 
upon the news of Caclar’s death. He therefore 
pufhed Agrippa, in a rage, irom his feat, and ex- 
claimed, “© Doft thou think to impofe upon me with 
*¢ 4 Hie, concerning the death of the emperor, with- 
* out punifhment ? Be affured, that thine head fhall 
Acrippn — “* be a price of this malicious report.” Ee then 
nerecofely ordered him into chains again, and a itronger guard 
csatined. ty be kepe over him than betore. : 


When Agrippa had paffed the night in this aggra- 
vated ftace of mifery, the rumour’ of the death of 
‘Tiberius revived the next day, infomuch that it was 
publicly fpoken of, and facrifices were offered up as 
tokens of general joy. Jetters arrived'trom Caius, 
one to the fenate, to inform them, that Tiberius had 
declared him his fucceffor, and the other to Pifo, 
governor of the city, to the fame purpofe; giving 
orders alfo, that Agrippa fhould be difcharged the 
prifon, and allowed the liberty of the houfe in 
which he had been before his commitment ; fo that 
he was now out of all danger and: apprehenfion, 
and, though in cuftody, in all other refpects in a 


itate of freedom. 


Upon the return of Caius to Rome with the body 
of Tiberius, the funeral obiequics were performed 
with the ucmoft pomp and folemnity. Vhe emperer 
would have difchareed Agrippa the fame day, but 
Antonia objeéted to it; not from any motive of il]- 
will, but becaufe it would be deemed an inftance of 
difrefpect to the memory of ‘Tiberius, to fee free his 

Cin fetes Prifoner fo haftily. Hlowever, in the courfe of a few 
Appa at days, Caius took him home, caufed him to be ar- 
etys and raved in royal hitbiliments, put a diadem upon his 
wing Dead, and made him fucceffor to Philip’s tetrarchy. 
us. Ede alfo gave him the tetrarchy of Lyfanias; and 
changed his iron chain for a golden one of the fame 
weight. Marcellus at the fame time was fent go- 
vernor into Judza. 


In the fecond year of the reign of Caius Czefar, 
Agrippa requefted permiffion to go home, in order 
to fettle the affairs of his government, with a pro- 
mife of returning at a {tated time. The people, on 
his arrival, were altonifhed to fee him with a crown 
upon his head ; though itdemonftrated to them the 
vicifitude of human events, in the fudden change 
from the extreme of one condition to that of ano- 
ther, Some looked upon him as the happieft of 
men; whilft others were fo amazed at the circum- 
ftances of the revolution, that they could fcarcely 
believe even what they faw. 












CHAP IX. 


The envy of Ilerodias. She preffes her hufband to ap- 
ply to Caius in bis own bebdtf Des ee ahs much oS 
luéance, es Fortunatus is fent by Agrippa asa 
Spy. Articles of accufation exhibited againft Hered. 
Confpiracy of Sejanus and Artabanus againft Caius. 
Herod confelfes, and is condemned to perpetual exile. 
Caius viles well at firft, but afterwards prefumptu- 
oufly arrogates to himfelf Divine henours. . 

HB ERODIAS, the fifter of Agrippa, and wife of 


Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee and Perzea, the 
country beyond Jordan, became fraught with envy 


The officer congratulated him on the good - 
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| with her hufband. This feems to have been ajudg- 
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at the prefent condition of her brother, who, froma jy). .4;., 
ftate of penury and dejeélion, was now advanced 00 envies the 
fplendor, dignity, and power, above her hufband. honans 
Her haugiry fpirit was particularly raifed in teeing Ruste 
him appear in all che pomp and magnificence of roy~ gripps. | 
alty, and exhibit himielf asa public {pectacle to the 
multitude. In the violence of her paflicn, fhe urged 

her hufband to go immediately ta Rome, and intreat 

Csefar to confer on him the fame honcurs. In order 

to incite him to compliance, fhe reprefented, “* that preres her. 
it would be, death to her to {te her bufband, who huotand to 
was the fon of a king, and ftood fair in the aflcdti- tlicit trem 
ons of the people, as well as in his pretenfions to fine how 
the fucceffion, ftand tamely by, and behold the Jon nour. 

of Ariftobulus, a bankrupt and criminal, that had 

foflered under the hands of juflice, advanced to a 
throne.” She alfo obferved, ‘* that if Herod had 
hitherto patience to live beneath the dignity of his 

father’s fon, it was now time to exert himfelf in vin- 

dication of the honour of his family, without fuf- 

fering himfelf to own the fuperiority of a wretch 

who had been a dependant on his bounty.” She 
therefore infifled on their going immediately to 

Rome at any expence, as money could not paffibly 

be applied to a better ufe than that of obtaining a 


kingdom. : 


Herod, from q natural love of eafe, and anu 
favourable opinion of the court of Rome, ufed 
every means to. divert his wife from her defign; 
but the more he receded, the more fhe preffed him, 
having formed an uncontroulable refolution to pur- 
fue her point at all events. In fine, fhe was fo ur- 
gent, that he feemed under a neceffity, in his own 
defence, -of complying with her importunities 5 fo Hered and 
that they fet off tor Rome together, with an equi- jeeradtae ro 
page fuitable to the dignity and importance of the “" “°"" 
occafion, 


Agrippa, having intelligence of every thing that 
paffed, refolved on the means of counteracting their 
defigns. He kept his freeman, Fortunatus, in rea- 
dinefs with letrers and prefents for the emperor, A&P? 
and as foon as Herod fhould {ai] for Rome, he was mins dem 
to put to fea after him, with particular inftructions 
as to his mode of proceeding on his arrival. Vor- 
tunatus had aquick voyage, and arrived at Putcoli 
atthe fame time with Herod: but Caius happened 
at chat time to be at the Baia, a fmall town in Com- 
pagne, about five furlongs from Puteoli, a place 
famous jor grand apartments in the royal palace ; 
the emperors, that frequented the hot baths there, 
itriving to outdo each other in the magnificence and 
convenience of their buildings. 


Herod, on coming to this place, paid his dutiful 
obedience to the emperor; and Fortunatus immedi- 
ately after prefented him his letters. ‘The emperor, 
on perufal, found them to contain a direét charge 
againft Flerod: firft, for being a party in the con- 
{cderacy of Sejanus againft Tiberius; and now for 


Gr TUE 


n- Herod op- 
pofes her in 
vain. 


joining with Artabanus, king of Parthia, againitthe 


government of Caius; as ademonftration of which 
he alledged, that he had then a magazine of arms 
fufficient tor feventy thoufand men. "Caius, moved 
at this information, demanded of Herod, whether 
he had fuch a ftore of arms or not? The faét was 
fo clear that he could not deny it: fo that the em- 
peror, deeming this fufficient ground of evidence 
tor treafon, took away his government, and gave it 
to Agrippa, with his money alfo, as a reward for his serod con- 
difcovery. Hefentenced Herod to exile during life; demned we 
and fixed Lyons, a city of Gaul, for the place of Pepe) 
his refidence. As for Herodias, whom he knew to “'” 

be the fifter of Agrippa, he gave her the full com- 

mand of whatever belonged to her; and, without 

making her a fharer of her hufband’s calamity, pro- 

mifed to treat her with lenity for the fake of her 
brother. But Herodias fpurned his offered favours; 

declared fhe was notin a condition to enjoy the 

benefit of his bounty; nor could fhe, after having 

fhared in her hufband’s better fortunes, now aban- 

don him in adverfity. This greatnefs of mind, 
laudable as it was, gave fuch offence to Caius, that, 

through an idea of its being an indignity offered The fer 


ts : iS fentence 
him, he banifhed and confined Herodias together pulled on 


Herodias. 


Caius gives 
credit to Aq 
grippa's lec. 
ters. 


ment 
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ment infliéted on her for the malignity of her envy 
to the fuccels of her brother, as alfo a punifhment 
on Herod for being over-ruled by an ambitious-and 
impetuous woman. 


Caius rules _, Lhe reign of Caius, during the two firft years of 
wellat fit. his government, was prudent and moderate, and 

his conduét gained exceedingly on the people both 

at Rome itfelf, and in the provinces. But fuch was 

the pride and vanity of his heart, in the contempla- 
Atrogantly’ tion of his greatne/s and dignity, that, after a time, 
affumes di- he affumed to himlelf to be more than mortal, blaf- 
vine he-  phemed’the higher powers, and had the audacity to 
ayo ufurp to himfelf divine honours. ; 
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CHAP. X. 


vf tumult at Alexandria between the Fews and the 

Greeks. They fend an embaffy to Caius. Apion 

. - maintains the caufe of the Greeks; Philo that of 
the Fews.- 


, ‘TUMULT having arifen at Alexandria, be. 
Ambaffa- ‘ twixt the Jews and the Greeks, three ambaf- 
dors fent to dadors were chofen from each party at variance, and 
Caius ‘from fent to Caius to decide the matter. Apion was the 
the, Greeks oa : ao 40° 
and Jews. Chief‘on the part of the Greeks, as was Philo on 
the part of the Jews. The principal allegation of 
Apion againft the Jews was, “‘ that whereas tem- 
ples and altars were erééted by all the fubjeas of the 
Roman empire elewhere in honour of Caius; and 
the dame adoration paid to the emperor as to the reft 
“of the gods :. the: Jews alone.-refufed either to dedi- 
‘cate images to Calar, or: to fwear by his’ name.” 
Apion began. with this invective, and ufed’ his ut- 
moft efforts to inflame Caius againtt the Jews. But 
Philo, the brother of Alexander, chief officer of 
the revenue, and a man of eminent literary. abilities, 
ftanding up in defence of the Jews againft the alle- 
gations of Apion, Caius, in a violent ragé, \com- 
Philo, on this choleric re- 


Philo 


treated with’ Manded him to depart. 


ignominy pulfe, turned co the Jews, who were about him, 
by Caius. and bade them be of good. courage, adding laconi-. 
oe Tv . . 7 e > ea 
cally, “* Now Caius is dgainft us, God will be 
for us.” 
ie CHAP. XI. 


Caius, in refentincnt of a fuppofed indignity offered him 
hy the Fews, orders Pewronius to fet up his ftandard 
in their temple. The Fews expoftulate with Petro- 

‘nius, and collec? themfelves into a body. They are 
fupported by Ariftobulus, and other men of rank, who 
tele Petronius to lay the cafe before Cafar. Pe- 
tronins.deliberates upon it,’ and furunous the Jews to 
Tiberais.. Writes to Cefar; reprefenting their cafe. 
Agrippa gives a fplendid entertainment to Cefar, 
who promifes a requital. Agrippa requefts bin to 
revoke the order be bad given to Petrouius. Caius 
rants bis requeft. A commotion among the Fews. 

, Caius fends a menacing letter to Petronius. Eis 
death. 


Caius fends 
Petronius to 


Cats was fo highly offended at the imagined 
infult of the Jews in ftanding in defiance of his 


fee up his orders, that he fent Petronius to take upon him the 
ftatue in the £ Sars : 7 os 

temple of | Sovernment of Syria inftead of Vitellius, directing 
the Jews, him to enter Judea with a powerful army, and Jet 


up his ftatue in the temple. He was farther in- 
ttru€ted, if they refufed compliance with his com- 
mands, to enforce compulfion by dint of arms. Pe- 
tronius accordingly took upon himfelf the govern- 
ment, and haftened, with all poffible expedition, to 
execute the commands of Cafar. To this end he 
collected a body of auxiliaries, which, with two 
Roman legions, he put into winter quarters in Pro- 
lemais, tobe ready to march early if the enfuing 
fpring. Ie wrote an account of his proceedings, 
trom time to time, to Caius, who commended his 
zeal and attention, and encouraged him for his con- 
duet; being refolved, as he declared, to punifh the 
contumacy of thofe ftubborn people. 


Or THE JEWS. Book Xvi: 
There came at this time multitudes of Jews to 

Petronius at Ptolemais, to prefent him their. peti. 

tions not to compel chem totranfgrefs and violate the The fess 

laws of their forefathers; affuring him, that if he Pstitn 

was determined to erect a ftatue in their.temple, he thegete 

muft firft rake away their lives; for that, as long ay tan tut be 

they had breath, they would not fuffer fuch things to te. 

be done as were dire@ly ‘prohibited by their Sreat 

and much revered legiflator. Petronius_fternly re- 

plied, that if he were at his.own liberty, their P= Anfacret 

titions might have an effect; but that being under Perens 

Czefar’s command, he mutt at his peril. obey Caefar’s 

orders.” ‘The Jews, in anfwer, faid, “ that.if he Reso 

could not depart from his mafter’s orders, neither th Jo. 

could they from theirs; and that, through Divine 

affiftance, they were refolved to tread in the fteps of 

their forefathers as they had hitherto done : thar ‘ 

they preferred the confideration of eternity to that of 

time; and the prefervation of-their religion and laws, 

to that of their lives and fortunes; that their truft 

was in the providence ‘and protection of the Al- 

mighty,; and that, in fine, they fubmitted it to his 

determination, whether they fhould obey the voice 

of heaven, or the voice of Caius.” y 


’ Petronius gathering from his difcourfe, that they 
were inflexible in their refolution, and that, without . ° 
a profufion of blood, he could net be fubfervientro ’ 
Caius in the dedication of his ftatue, took fome 
friends and attendants with him, and haftened to Petronius 
Tiberais, to be within diftance of being more par- gosw 1. 
ticularly informed.of the manners, cuftoms, and af. &* 
fairs of the people with whom he had to deal: The 

Jews were alarmed at the approach of the Romans; 

not fo much from the apprehenfion of a war, asan 
invafion upon their religion and laws ; fo that many. 
thoufands went in a body to Petronius, mott pal rhe fen: 
fionately réquefting him, notto drive the multitude expoiulse 
to ects of defperation, by offering to prophane the wt! 
temple with torbidden images. Petronius then ex-""" 
claimed, ‘* Will you wage war with Czefar, without 
confidering his mighty preparations, and: your own 
weaknefs ?”” They replied, ** We will not, by any 
means, wage war with him; but are {till determined 

to die, rather than live to fee the violation of our 

laws. Upon this they .caft themfelves upon the 
ground, laid bare their necks, intimating thereby 

that they were refigned to death. In this manner 

they pafied forty days, without attending to the bu- 

finefs of hufbandry, though the feafon of the year 
required it. Indeed, the common offices of life 

were wholly neglected; as they were unanimoufly 
refolved rather to die than be fpeétaters of the de- 


dication of the flatue. 


While matters were in this ftate, Ariftobulus, the The chist 
brother of king Agrippa, and Elcias, furnamed the + 
Great, with feveral of the firft rank amonaift the fe 
Jews, applied themfelves to Petrenius, defiring him, t 
“as he faw the refclution of the multitude, not to PF 
proceed to fuch meafures as would drive them to de- 
pains but rather to inform Caius of the difficulty of 
the undertaking, and the inflexible refolution of 
the party, who had neglected all the offices of life, 
not from the leaft principle of difloyalry, but a de- 
termination rather to die, than fuffer the violation 
of their religion and laws.” They fuggefted alfo, 

“* that a confideration that this neglect of their 
hufbandry mutt of neceflity expofe the country to 
rapine, and difable the inhabitants’ from: paying 
their taxes, might induce Czefar to relent, and con+ 
fequently remove all celour for 2 rebellion; or that; 
if nothing could divert him from carrying on 2 
war, he muft ufe his pleafure.” This was the pur- 
port of their addrefs, as delivered by Ariftobulus. 


Petronius was no ftranger to the revengeful tem- 
per of Caius, efpecially upon any delay in the execu- 
tion of his commands; but fuch were the horrors 
of his con{cience, when he thought of facrificing fo Hegel 
many lives to his frantic fury, that, from this confi- ys. 
deration, together with the rank and credit of the hint 
interceffors, the importance of the affair, and the 
danger of driving an obftinate people into. def ™ 
peration, he came toa refolurion, at all hazards, 0 
laying the ftare of the cafe plainly before Caefar, re- 
ficcting, that, though he might incur his hatred and 

2 : refent- 
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refentment thereby, it was a_ duty he owed to hu- 
manity, to fave fo many thoufands from deftruction, 
even at the expence of his own life. 


Petronius, upon this deliberation, fummoned a 
meeting of the Jews at Tiberais, where they at- 
tended in great numbers; and_he thus addrefled, 
them upon the occafion: “Iris not through my 
& own will and defire that I have undertaken this 
* expedition, but by the command of Caelar. I 
« need nottell you the danger of deterring the exe- 
“ cution cf my orders, (for fovereign powers will 
“ noc be crifed with,) to fay nothing of the duty 
« incumbent in me co fulfill the plealure of a prince, 
“ to whom J owe my preferment. But after all this, 
« as the cafe now itands, I do not fo much regard 
“ my own perfonal fatety, or my credit with my 
“© maiter, as Ido the prefervation of a people, in the 
“ juitiiable detence of their religion and laws. | I 
“shall cherefore fend exprefs to Caius, and acquaint 
“ him with your final refolution concerning the 
“ ttacue; nor fhall any thing be wanting in me, that 
*< ean induce him to comply with every thing you 
“ can reafonably defire. May the Divine Provi- 
« dence, thatover-rules all human powers and pur- 
© poles, prelerve your religion facred and inviolate ; 
* and avert from the emperor thofe judgments that 
« may be due to his prefent defign. “With refpeét 
“ to mylelf, if ic fhould be my lot to Fall under his 
“ Jifpleature, I am_ prepared to fubmic to the lols 
“of fortune, or of life, fo chat ) may not ice the 
“ deftruction of fo many good men for well-doing. 
«< TLecevery man, therefore, betake himfelf to his 
“ own home and occupation. Return to your lands 
* and tillage, and leave me co manage the bufinefs 
*¢ with the emperor, and you may depend on my 
“ utmoft exertion to give you all poffible farisfac- 
“ tion. With cthefe words he difmiited the al- 
fembly. 


Petronius had no fooner finifhed this agreeable 
addrels to che Jews, than an extraordinary accident 
deemed to indicate the approbation of heaven: for 
there fell a thower, contrary to all human expeéta- 
tion as the day wis clear, the fky ferene, and there 
was nota cloud to befeen. This happened after fo 
long adrought, that they almoft defpaired of having 
more rain; and if they rarely faw a flying cloud, it 
blew over wichout any effeét. This wonderful and 
feafonable reliet, beyond all expectation, was looked. 
upon, by the Jews, as a bleffing upon the prayers of 
Petronius in their behalf. Nor was Petronius Icfs 
fenfible of it himtelf; as it appeared fo convincing 


an evidence from heaven in favour of the Jews, that: 


it would not bear the leaft doube or contradiction. 
He was very minute in his report to the emperor, 
and laid the neceflary points before him, reprefenting 
the confequences of purfuing fuch a multitude of 
relolute people toextremities, and rendering fo many 
thouland men defperate, as nothing but abfolure 
force would ever compel them to defift : befide, 
that, in the violent profecution of them, he would 
but fink, his own revenue, and infli€ a punifhment 
on himfelf, that would turn to his reproach; and 
fubjoining likewife, thatthe Jews were a people ac- 
ceptable to God, who had given them many won- 
derful tokens of his peculiar favour. 


_ King Agrippa happened to be at Rome at this 
time, and was infinuating himfelf daily more and 
More into the graces of the emperor, to conciliate 
whole efteem was his whole ftudy and application. 
‘To that end he prepared an entertainment for Caius, 
which, for variety, curiofity, delicacy, order, and ex- 
pence, exceeded every thing of the kind that went 
before, pores the moft fumptuous regalia of 
Ceelarhimfelf. Caius was fo charmed with the mag- 
nificence of the treat, and the hearty welcome of the 
donor, that he determined to enter into a kind of 
competition, and vie with him in good offices. 

hen his fpirits were cheared with generous, wine, 

e frankly difclofed his mind in terms to this im- 
pot : “ This is not the firft proof, Agrippa, I have 
nad_of your friendfhip g tion. i 

nd. OF yc ndihip and affection. In the days 
of Tiberius, I had many evidences of it to your 


hazard, as you have now obliged me to your coft; 
No. 25, 
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and to fo exceflive a degree, that you have confulted 
my honour and pleafure more than your own con- 
venience. 1t would be unworthy of my character 
to fuffer myfelf to be overcome by benefits. Iam 
thercfore refolved to make compentation by the ad- 
vancement of your itation in life, as well as your 
fortune. Upon this frank and unlimited promite, 
Ceelar imagined that Agrippa would have mention- 
ed commiflions, provinces, and ample revenues. 


OF THE 


- But Agrippa, having pre-determined the fubject of 


his boon, fulpended the declaration of it till he 
could introduce it with a better grace, and contented 
himfelf with chis aniwer: ‘* As I had no private 
** views, Sire, inthe little fervices 1 did you in the 
* tine of ‘Tiberius, fo [ propofe nothing more to 


*© myfelf ac_prefent, than the honour and happineis 
** of your favour and protection. You have done 
“ce " 


more for me already than I could reatonably ex- 


“ pect; and though I am perfuaded you have greater 


‘© things in your power, pernut me to make this 
“ proiefiion with grateful acknowledgments for 
oe 


what I have received, that I neither deferve nor 
*© feck for any thing farther.” 

Caius was fo amazed at the modcfly of Agrippa, 
that he urged him to prefer his requell, affuring 
him that nothing fhould be denied him. Agrippa 
then thus addrefltd him: ‘* Since, Sire, you are 
** fu generous as_to lay this kind command upon 
me, I thall prefume to offer you one requeft. Ic 
will be neither riches, nor honours; for, through 
your bounty, Lenjoy a plenitude of thele. The 
grant of my requeit will recommend you to the 
favour both of God and man; and ic will redound 
to my immortal fame, if L can obtain this concel- 
fion, after fo many others to crown all the reft. 
My defire is thar you will be pleated co revoke 
your order to Petronius for fetting up your f{ta- 
tuc in the temple of the Jews.” Agrippa was 


“ce 
ce 
“ec 
“ec 
ce 
ce 
ce 
&e 
ce 
ce 


-contcious that he preferred this requeft ac che hazard 


of his life. Caius, however, through the compla- 
cent influence of the entertainment, and the dhame 
of refufing a requeft he had himfelf extortred, to- 
gether with the deference he paid to the modeily and 
humanity of the petitioner, immediately complied ; 
and wrote to Petronius, approving his general con- 
duct; and initracting him, if the ttacue was erected, 
to Jet ir remain; if nor, to trouble himfelf no far- 
ther about it, but.cdifband his army, and return to 
Syria; afluring him, at the fame time, thae he re- 
mitted the punifhment due to a moft flagrant con- 
tempt of his orders, at the inftance of Agrippa ; 
for whom he entertained fo great arefpect, that he 
could deny him nothing. 


This was the fubflance of the empcror’s letter to 
Petroniys, which. was written before he had the 
leaft intimation of an infurrection intended amongtt 
the Jews: but, upon receiving intelligence that they 
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were ready to revolt, he fell into fuch a burlt of A commo- 
paffion, to find his authority trampled on by that tien among 


obitinate people, that he immediately changed his 
ftyle, and wrote a fecond letter to Petronius to this 
effect: °° Since you appear to prefer the Tews’ money 
** to my commands, (from your neglecting the one 
to obtain the other,) judge yourlelf what you are 
to expect from my indignation and juitice. Iam 
refolved to make an example of you, both to the 

“© prefentage and topofterity, that all the world may 
st Inow that fovereign power is not to be defied.” 
This letter was fent to Petronius by Ca:far: burt he 
did not receive it while Caius was living; for the 
bearer of it having a lingering paffage, he received 
letters in the mean time, with intelligence of the 
death of the emperor. It feems to have been a kind 
interpofition of Providence in favour of Petronius 
for the zeal he had fhewn, and the dangers he had 
undergone, for the fake of his own honour, and the 
religion of the Jews. But Caius being cut off in 
the career of his blafphemous vanity, in arrogating 
to himfelf Divine honours, Petronius had the 
thanks of the Romans, as well as of the Jews, for 
his eminent fervices to the public upon that occa- 
fion; and more efpecially the acknowledgment of 
the jenate, whom Caius had treated, in many in- 
ftances, with moft fcornful contempt. Ele died foon 
4E after 
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after he had written the letter to Petronius, denounc- 
ing his death. But the ground of the con{piracy, 
and the manner of executing it, we fhall treat of 
upon a future occafion. The news of the emperor’s 
death to Petronius, was followed by the letter that 
contained the menace of his own: and as he could 
not, under thofe circumftances, but rejoice at the 
former, fo neither could he but admire the Divine 
Providence, that, in the fame inftant, rewarded the 
veneration he had paid to the holy temple, and his 
deliverance of the Jews out of their diftreis. Thus 
was the life of Petronius wonderfully preferved. 


CHAP. XII. 


Origin of the calamity of the Fews in Babylon and Me- 
fopotamia. Their facred treafure depofited in Nearda 
and Nifibis, two firong places upon the Euphrates. 
Mineus and Anileus defert the fervice of their 
mafters, form a ftrong partly, and build an impregua- 
ble fort, at which the king of Parthia takes alarm. 
Scouts bring advice of the approach of the enemy. 
She law of neceffiity a difpenfation for the fabbath. 

. Afinens totally routs the enenry. Artabanus courts 
the alliance of the two brothers. The Parthian gene- 
val afks the king’s permiffion to put Afin.eus to death, 
but is vefufed. Artabanus advifes dfineus to with- 
draw, and gives bim the command of Babylon. The 
brothers acquire great renown, but lofe it by falling 
from the religion and cuftoin of their country. Anileus 
becomes enamoured with a Parthian woman, flays ber 
hufband, and takes her to bis bed. The defection de- 
generates to idolatry, anda general clamour is raifed 


againft Afinens, who is at length poifoned by the , 


cvoman. Anileus breaks in upon Mithridates, and 
carries off vaft a booty. Mithridates draws out bis 
army upon Anileus, but defers fighting till the fabbath. 
Anileus takes Mithridates prifoner, aud routs bis 
army. The latter then gives the former a total defeat. 
The Fews and Babyloniens treat about an alliance, 
but cannot cometoanagreemeut. The Greeks and Sy- 
rians in a league againft the fews, of whom upwards 


of fifty thoufand are flain. 
“ene Jews of Mefopotamia and Babylon were 


now in amore calamitous ftate than had ever 
been known heretofore: it is therefore neceflary 
io trace the origin of the various evils that betel 
them. 


‘There is, in the province of Babylon, acity, called 
Nearda, very populous, and fruitful in foil, as well 
as fortified and encompafied by the river Euphrates. 
Near it is another ftrong city, called Nifibis, upon 
the fame river. The Jews, depending on the ftrength 
of thefe two places, depofited the common ttock of 
their facred treafure, as it was brought in and dedi- 
cated, from time to time, according tocultom. From 
hence it was tranimitted to Jerufalemm, in the proper 
feafon, under {trong convoys, for fear of the ravages 
of the Parthians, to whom the Babylonians were 
then fubject. There were among the Jews of Nearda 
two brothers, Afinweus and Anileus. Their father 
being dead, they were put out by their mother, to 
jearn the are of weaving and making fail-cloth, 
which, amongtt the inhabitants of that place, was 
accounted no dilparagement. Having been remiis 
in their attention to bufinefs, they were punifhed by 
the fuperintendant, which they retented very highly; 
armed themfelves with the weapons that were kept 
in the factory, and went to a certain place upon the 
partition of the river, where was greac plenty of 
corn, grafs, fruit, and all manner of provilion fora 
winter ftore. While they continued in this retreat, 
a neceffitous band of youthful, daring adventurers 
enlifted themfelves under their command, fo that 
they aéted without controul. By che affittance of 
this party, they builtran impregnable fort; and chen 
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fent their emiffaries to raife contributions through. 
qut the adjacent country, with ample affurances of - 
friendfhip and protection to thofe who complied, 
and the fevereft menaces againft thofe who retufed. 
The inhabitants being, as it were, compelled to a 
compliance with their requifition, they became, ina 
fhort time, fo humerous and powerful, as to dety 


“oppofition, infomuch that the king of Parthia was 


alarmed at this commotion. - 


The governor of Babylon receiving intelligence Tie go. 
of thefe proceedings, determined to fupprefs them # of 8. 
in their rife; and, to that end, colleéted his troops, jend«- 
both out of Parthiaand Babylon, and marched with tack we” 
all expedition, inorder tofurprize them. When he 9" te fi. 
had advanced thro’ bye-ways to the fkirts of alake, 4 
he made an halt, and depending that (the next day 
being the fabbath) they would not dare to fight, pro- 
ceeded gradually, thinking cto fall upon them -fud- 
denly, and make them prifoners without refiftance. 


But Afinzeus, who was at that time fitting upon a agaeu 
: . ° : 4 Afiinceus fa. 

bank, with his companions and arms about him, iets: 
imagining he heard the neighing of horfes, and the prec, 
champing of their bits, in order to obviate the cir- eee 
cumvention of an enemy, propofed that fcouts ° 
fhould: be difpatched to make difcovery. They 
were accordingly fent out, and, in a fhort time, hal- 
tily returned, with affurance, that the apprehenfion 
of Afinzeus was well founded, as the enemy: was at 
hand, and upon the very point of executing their 
revenge. ‘The fcouts added, thar they had cavalry 
énough to over-run and trample them under-foor; 
while many urged, thatthey were reftrained by their 
religion from making refiftance on the fabbath-day. 
Bet Afinzeus was of a different opinion, and repre- 
fented the folly and pufillanimity of fuffering them- 
felves to be tamely butchered to gratify a barbarous 
enemy. He then propounded to them the law of 
neceflity and felf-prefervation, as the moft powerful 
of all motives; encouraged them to follow his ex- 
ample, that, at all events, they might not fall unre- 
venged ; and fo commit the refE to Providence. 
Animated by the exhortation of their leaders, the 
party of s\finzzus boldly advanced to the combat, 
and finding the enemy in a carelefs fupine pofture, 
as if ready to take poffeffion of victory, rather than agar 
difpute it, they fell upon them, flew great numbers, rou. ds 
and put the reft to flight. enemy. 


The intrepidity of the two brothers, upon the 
news of this defeat, alarmed the king of Parthia to 
that degree, that he became defirous of an interview 
with them; and, to that end, difpatched one of his 
guards, in whom he moit confided, with a meflage, 
purporting, ‘* that he had a commiffion from Arta artbams 
*¢ banus, king of Parthia, to inform Afinzeus and sour 
“ Anilaus, that, although he had been unjuftly eva 
“© treated by them, in making inroads upon his ter- 
“© yitories, he was ready to bury paft injuries in ob- 
“© livion, from the character he had heard of. their 
* perfonal bravery: chat, in the name of his matter, 
“ and without any fraud or indireét_ meaning, he 
* defired to enter into a league of friendfhip with 
* them: that he had to offer chem, upon his faith 
“ and honour, all affurances they could poffibly de- 
“ fire of fecurity in their journey, backwards and 
“ forwards: and laftly, that they would find the 
“‘ king a munificent and generous prince, ready,, 
“ upon all occafions, to give them farther proofs of 
‘© his gracious intentions.” ~—- 


Notwithftanding the franknefs of the invitation, 
Alfinzeus, from caules of fufpicion, declined the vifit jiu 
himfelf, bur fent his brother Anilaus with fuch pre- fe 
fents as he could procure. Upon his arrival, he was kis 
admitted to the prefence of the king, who, finding tren: 
that he came alone, enquired wherefore his brother 
did not accompany him: and Anileus giving the 
king to underitand, that he remained in ‘his ftacion 
near the lake, from apprehenfion of danger, he 
{wore by the gods of his country, that neither’ o 
them fhould fuftain the leaft injury, in perfon or pro- 
perty; and, as a ratification of his oath, gave An\- 
lus his right hand, which, with thefe barbarians, 15 
the moft facred tie of good faith that can be given. 


After that ceremony is paft, they are free from all 
: fufpicion 
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futpicion of falfe dealing. Artabanus, upon his a 
furance, fent Anilazus back again, to perfuade his 
brother to pay him a vific, in contemplation of the 
fervices they mighe render him conjunttively, by 
keeping thoie provinces In awe, that feemed inclined 
to a revoltin his ablence. Nor could he be certain, 
that while he himlelf was employed in the fupprei- 
fion of a rebellion on the one hand, Alinazus was 
not torcifying himfelf, and* doing miichiet about 
Babylon, on the other. 


Afineus, underftanding, by the report of his bro- 
ther, how well difpofed Artabanus was towards 


ter © then both, and with what oaths and proteitations 
we kw fh had confirmed the fincericy of his profeffions, was 


prevailed upon to vifit him, which he accordingly 
did, accompanied by Anilzus. The king received 
them courteoufly; and could not bur admire the 
greatnels of Afingeus’s mind, ef pecially when placed 
jn comparifon wich the diminutive figure of his per- 
ion, which then appeared fo difproportionate, that 
he pafled as a remark to his friends, “* Phat the 
“foul of that man was never made for his .body.” 
‘Taking occafion one day, at table, co mention the 
martial character, and feats of arms, atchieved by 
Afineeus, to Abdagatus, his genera), in terms of the 
higheft commendation, the general made no other 
reply than that of requefting permiffion to put him 
to the {word for the indignity he had offered the Par- 
thians. ‘Ihe king returned, ‘* chat he would never 


care ** confent to che maffacre of a man, who had com- 


this pree 
Or. 


* miteed himlelf to his honour, and whom he was 
* bound by folemn oath to protect: bur thar if the 
* general was inclined to fignalize his. valour, he 
“ might find a means of taking revenge for the 
“indienity offered the Parthians, without involv- 
“ing him in the guile of perjury, and this by ar- 
“ cacking him on his return, without making him 
“ privy to his purpofe.” 


The king next morning fent for Afinzcus, and 
thus addreffed him: ** Return home, gallant youth, 
“left, through the indignation and refentment of 
‘© my officers, you fuftain miichiefs which I cannot 
** prevent. Let me commend Babylon to your care, 
“exert your ucmoft efforts to maintain the peace, 
“and preferve the province from rapine. You have 
“committed your life into my hands, and_your 
“* fatety fhall be as dear to me as my.own.” With 
thefe words, and a profufion of prefents, the king 
difmiffed Afinzeus to take charge of his command. 
He no fooner arrived, than he applied himfelf moft 
afliduoufly to the duties of his commiffion, building 
forts, repairing and fortifying as he faw occafion, 
and acquitting himfelf to fuch univerfal fatisfaction, 
that none.of his predeceffors ever acquired fo much 
power and fame, from fo flender a beginning ; and 
this not only among the people of Babylon, but the 
Parthian governors and commanders, who, holding 
him in the higheft efleem, his authority increafed to 
that degree, that Mefopotamia might be faid to be 
under his direétion. 


The brothers went on in a moft flourifhing ftate 


ae for the fpace of fifteen years, to their own honour, 
yo. tnd the approbation of all around them. But when 


once they deviated from thofe principles and man- 
ners, by which they had obtained both their power 
and fame, and abandoned the precepts and difcipline 
of their forefathers, to the addi€ting themfelves co 
lentual pleafures, and foreign innovations, chey funk 


in their credit, and experienced the punifhment of - 


their declenfion, as will appear from examples in 
the fequel. 


There came into thofe provinces a Parthian go- 
vernor, accompanied by his wift, a woman of ex- 


ove WMifite beauty, and molt engaging qualities. Ani- 


¢ 

, us became paffionately enamoured with her; and 
having no other means of compaffing his inordi- 
nate defire, provoked her hufband to fingle combat, 
killed him in the firft encounter, and took the wo- 
man to his bed. 


oe adventure was the fource of all the terrible 
a as that befel them afterwards. The woman, 
Whether at home or abroad, had conftantly with her 
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images of Barbarian gods. She was now a widow 
and incultody; and having privately concealed fome 
of thete idols, ihe took an opportunity of worthip- 
ping them, for awhile, by ftealch: but, upon Ani- 
leeus taking her to himielf, and owning Her publicly 
for his wife, fhe worlhipped them in her accuttomecd 
manner, and with the fame appointed ceremonies as 
fhe had done in the days of her former hufband. 
The moft efteemed triends of the two brothers were 
highly offended ac this licentious practice, in open 
violation of the religion, rites, and laws of the 
Jews. But neither the good countel, or reproof 
of friends, had any effect in reclaiming him: onthe 
contrary, he was fo infatuated by his attachment to 
the idolatrefs, and fo incenfed at che liberty his ad- 
vifers had taken, that he itabbed one of them upon 
the fpot, for difcharging his con{cience, in telling 
him plain truths. In his expiring moments, he im- 
precated vengeance upon this murderer Anilzus, 
Afinzeus, and their companions alfo: upon. the 
two firll, as the examples and abettors of this viola- 
tion of religion and friendthip , and upon the ret, as 
they were acceffary to the maffacre of the patron of 
their laws and liberties, whom they oughe to have 
defended. 


Though thefe companions were greatly affected 
by the death of their affociate, the patt kindnefies 
of the brothers, and the fenle they retained of their 
obligations to them for their advancement, induced 
them to avoid any interference in che matter. But 
at length the flagrant and bare-faced proteffion of 
idolatry became intolerable, infomuch, that the peo- 
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ple thronged, in tumultuous crowds, to Afinazus, Anileus ac- 


with complaints againtt his brother, reprefencing to 
him the abfolute neceffity of adopting proper mea- 
fures, in duc time, to prevent further mifchief, as the 
commotion would become univerial. ‘Vhey added, 
that the marriage with this woman was a violation 
of their ancient laws, and her idolatrous practices 
a reproach to the worthip of the true God. Afinaus 
acknowledged that he was fully convinced of the 
dangerous tendency both to himfelf and people, of 
his brother’s iniquitous conduét; yet, from the im- 
pulfe of affection for him, as fo near_a relation, and 
un allowance for human frailry in fo invincible an 
attachment, he palliated the matter, without pro- 
ceeding to an exemplary feverity. But being per- 
fecuted with daily clamour, more and more, he took 
upon him to reprove his brother for his paft con- 
duct, and tocaution himasto his future ftate, charg- 
ing him withal to put away the woman, and fend 
But this had no effect 
with him; and the woman finding the mutinous 
difpofition of the people increafe, and fearing that 


eufed belme 
his brother, 


fome mifchief might befal Anilazus for her fake, rhe woman 
poifoned Afinwus, not doubting of the fecurity of poifons ag. 


her life, as her hufband was to be her judge. 


wus. 


Anilazus now took the government upon himfelf Expedition 


alone, 
territories of Mithridates, a man of the firft rank in 
Parthia, and hufband to the daughter of king Arta- 
banus. Je found money, flaves, and cattle there 
in great abundance, befides other rich booty, that he 
carried away, to an immenfe value. Mithridates was 
not far off at that time; and hearing of this incur- 
fion and rapine, without any kind of provocation, 
colleéted a body of his choiceit troops, and marched 
at the head of them to give Anilaus battle. The 
next day being the Jews fabbath, which they obferve 
mott religioufly as a day of reft, he halted ata vil- 
lage that night, with an intent of falling upon them 
by furprize the enfuing morning. A Syrian, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, gave Anilzus intelli- 
gence of the defign, and particularly where Mithri- 
dates was to be that night at an entertainment. 


Anilaus uponthis advice ordered his men refrefh- 
ment; and they marched, by night, to anticipate the 
defign, and take them by turprize.. He fucceeded 
to his utmolt with; for, about the fourth watch, he 
tell into their quarters, and took fome aNeep, whilft 
others, in con{ternation, were put to flight in the 
dark. Mithridates was taken prifoner, and mounted 
naked upon an afs, which, amongft the Parthians, is 
deemed the highe(t indignity. When they had a 
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ANTIQUITIES 


ried him into a wood, feveral of che friends of Ani- 
jazus were for putting him inftantly to death; but 
he warmly oppofed it, and urged as his reason, 
*¢ "Phat, as Mithridates was one of the greateft men 
“* in Parthia, and allied to the royal tamily, if they 
** {pared his life, it would ultimately redound to 
** their advantage, as the obligation would never be 
** torgotten ; befides, ic would preferve an intereft 
** chat, in café of the worft, might procure an ac- 
©“ commodation. That, on the other hand, if they 
°° proceeded to extremities with Mithridates, they 
** might be affured the king would never reft rill 
** he had avenged his blood upon all the Jews in 
** Babylon: and laftly, that, for thele obvious 
** caufes, as the chance of war Js uncertain, it would 
** be prudent, in cafe of any difafter, to make fure 
© of a retreat.” 


The whole multitude unanimoully accorded with 
Anilewus, fo that Mithridates was fet at liberty by 
commén confent. But his wife, upon his return, 
finding out the terms of his releafe, reproached him, 
for neglecting, as fon-in-law to the king, to avenge 
himfelf on thofe that injured him, and fuffering 
himielf to hold a life owing to their mercy. She 
‘then enjoined him to go back, and redeem his ho- 
nour, vowing, upon failure, to diflolve the marriage. 
Terrified by the taunts of this woman, and dread - 


ing a repetition of them, he put himielf, though - 


reluctantly, at the head of an army; but with this 
conviction, thac the Parthian did not deferve to 
live who would fubmit to a Jew. As foon as Ani- 
Jazus had intelligence that Mithridates was marching 
towards him, hemade ita pointof honour not to take 
advantage of the fattnefles he was pofleffed of, but 
to put the difpute to the iffue of a batcle in the open 
plain; fo that he advanced to meet him at the head 
of a body of men flufhed wich former conquefts ; 
and, over and above the veteran troops, they were 
joined by feveral reinforcements, chat fell in with 
them for the booty. In the utmoft confidence of 
victory, therefore, they marched fouricore furlongs 
into a dry, fandy country; and when they were 
{pent with the drought of the place, the fatigue of 
the march, and the heat of the day, Mithridates 
fell in upon them with frefh men, put them to a 
total rout, and cut off feveral thoufands in the pur- 
fuir. Anilaus, with thofe that efcaped, made to 
a foreft in the greateft confternation; leaving Mi- 
thridatcs in the happy poffeffion of an abfolute 
victory. ‘ 


Therecameoverto Anilzus, after this defeat, fuch 
multitudes of loofe defperadoes, that his army was 
not long recruiting to its former number; but they 
were raw, undifciplined men, and by no means com- 
parable to thole that fell in the late action. With 
thefe recruits, however, he marched into the territo- 
ries of the Babylonians, and laid all walte. Upon 
this the Babylonians {ent to the Jews at Nearda, to 
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deliver up Anilaus to juftice: but this could not be 
obtained, for it was not in their power fo to do, 
The next propofal from them was to invite him toa 
treaty, in orderto accommodate matters upon terms, 

To this they agreed; andient commiffionerson both 
fides, Jews as well as Babylonians, to conduct the 
treaty. But the Babylonians itrictly obierving the 
fpot where Anilzeus and his men lay, furprized them amt-, 
in the dead of the night, and finding them intoxica- mi. 
ted and crowly, few all before them without gee Pay pa 


peor and Anilzeus himfelf was flain amongft the f5 
rele: 


The Babylonians and Jews were perpetually at 
variance, by reaion of their contfariety of Jaws and 
cuftoms, and waged war with each other with diffe- 
rent fuccefs, But the Babylonians, who were kept 
in awe during the life of Anileus, took opportu. 
nity, on his demife, to renew their depredations on 
the Jews, infomuch, that they compelled them to 7, 

uit their habitations,.and withdraw themfelves to arc: 
Seleuens the capita] of that province, and fo called is Stu 
from Seleucus Nicanor, the founder of it, being a“ 
place of liberty, where Macedonians, Greeks, and 
Syrians lived promifcuoufly together. The Jews 






‘lived quietly here’ during the fpace of five years; but 


the plague breaking out in Babylon in the fixth, the 
inhabitants were forced to withdraw more and more 
to Seleucia, which proved the occafion of the 
greateft calamities. : 
‘The Greeks and Syrians in this city were at perpe- State 
tual difcord; but, in their contentions, the Greeks “ 
ever had the advantage; till, upon the coming inof 5, 
the Jews, being a bold and warlike people, with 
their affiftance the Syrians prevailed. The Greeks 
finding their power decline, and ‘their fituation def- 
perate, unlefs they could difunite the Syrians and 
Jews, tampered with their particular friends amongit 
the former, to intereit themfelves in bringing about 
an accommodation. The propofal was well received, 
and the confideration of it referred to fome leading 
men on both fides, to advileé upon the expedient. 
Thefe interpofed, and put an end to the contention 
upon this condition, that the Grecks and Syrians 
fhould join in a league offenfive and defenliveagaintt 4, 
the Jews. Purftiant to this agreement, they fell cfs. 
upon the Jews by furprize, and. flew upwards of fr? 
fifty thoufand; notan individual efcaping, unlefs pro- M0 
tected by fome neighbour or friend: The miferable few. 
remainder retired toChefiphon, near Seleucia, where “7 
the king of Parthia generally refides in the winter. (o::: 
In this place they took up their abode, not doubting 
of their fecurity in the verge of the place: but 
they foon had caufe toentertain fuch apprehenfions 
from both Babylonians and Seleucians, that the 
Greater part betook themfelves to Nearda and Ni- 
fibis, dépending on the ftrength of thofe cities, and 
the martial difpofition of the inhabitants. This 
was the then ftate of the Jews in Babylon. - 
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[Including a Period of about Six Years.] 





CHAP. I. 


Cais Caligula commits outrages upon the Fews. Stiles 
himfelf the brother of Fupiter, and challenges adora- 
tion. Plunders the Grecian temples. Orders Regulus 
to feud the flatuc of Jupiter Olympius to Rome. 
rrogates equality with fupiter. Three confpiracies 
formed againft bis life. He upbreids Chereus with 
cowardice, who meditates revenge, and lakes affo- 
ciates it bis confpiracy. Caius orders Chereas to put 
Quintilia to the torture, who fiftains it with great 
refolution. Noble fpeech of Chareas. Minucranus 
end Chareas confer about taking off Caius. L- 
nervy, the watch-word. Chereas encouraged by a 
woice from among the people to profecute bis defign. 
Fhe execution put off from day to day. Chereas, impa- 
tien! of delay, animates his companions, and they come 
toa final refolution. Caius facrifices, and goes to the 
theatre. Defcription of the theatre. The con[pira- 
tors execute their defign. The glory aftribed to Che- 
reas. Chereas, with his affociares, retire to the palace 
of Germanicus. The German guards of Caius befer the 
theatre. Proclamation of the death of Cafar. The 


“nate difpofed to reftore the democratical form of go- 
vernment, 





HE virulent outrages and barbarous cru- 
elties of Caius, called, by the Romans, 
Caligula, were not confined to Jerufalem 
alone, and the neighbouring provinces, 
butextended overfea and land throughoutthe whole 
Soman empire, and that to_a degree unheard of be- 
fore. Nor did any place feel che effects of his fa- 
Vase brutalities more fenfibly than the city of Rome 
itlelz, whole fenators, patricians, and nobility in ge- 
neral, were treated with all manner of indignities, 
iuch as contumely, banifhment, confifcation, and 
murder. [He had the vanity and prefumption to 
ieee to himfelf che majefty, appellation, and 
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in Rome, with refppect to its dedication, by the name 
of brother, together with other aclions equally fran- 
tic. Having a defign to pais trom Putcoli, a city 
of Campania, to Mifenum, a fea-port on the other 
fide of the water, and deeming it a derogation to his 
dignity to crofs it in a galley, he laid a bridge over 
it, from one promontory to the other, and fo paffed 
and repaffed in his chariot, triumphing that he had 
fubjected the fea as well as the Jand, as became the 
power and dignity of a god. 

There was.not fo much as onetemple throughout 
Greece, which he did not rifle of all the curious Gesiterths 
paintings, iculpture, ornaments, and donations in tempics. 
general; giving orders for the tranfportation of the 
fpoil to his palaces, gardens, and retirements of 
pleafure; and obferving that the moft glorious city 
m the univerfe was the molt proper cabinet tor the 
depofit of the choicelt rarities which the univerle 
afforded. He had the confidence to fend to Mem- Oia 
mius Regulus for the ftatue of Jupiter Olympius, fie of ue 
that admirable piece of Phidias, the famous Athe- piter Olym- 
nian ftatuary, and fo called from the place in Greece pis ae 
where it is fo highly honoured, in order to have it Rom” 
brought to Rome. — But in this inftance he did not 
compafs his end; for the architeéls told Regulus, 
to whom the care of ir was committed, that the 
workmanfhip would be defaced Py the removal. Ir 
is reported, that while Memmius had it under con- 
fideration, he was alarmed by a prodigy, which 

caufed him to delay it, as he gave Caius to under- 
itand in a letter, by way of excufe; but that apo- 
logy would have cott him his life, ifthe death of the 
emperor had not prevented it. His frantic pride 
came to fuch a pitch, that, upon the birth of a 
daughter, he had the child carried into the capitol, Claim: 
and placed upon the knee of the ftatue of Jupiter, city, 
as if there had been an alliance between Caius and a Heke 
the fupreme of the gods. L 

As he prophancd the religion, fo he violated the 
Jaws of his country, not only in permitting, bue 
encouraging flavcs to accule their matters, and figni- pg. ns, 
fying his pleafure at their fodoing. Asaninftance, gives vv ace 
Claudius was charged by his bond-man, Pollux; and cuf: their 
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ARTY C.U PTI ES 
Caius had the hardnefs, on the bench, to counte- 


nance the accufation, againft the lite of his ow 
uncle, with a refolution to take him off, ie 


By this licence, which he gave to caluminiators,, 
fycophants, and informers, in the advancement of 
flaves above their patrons, he provoked the Jame 
practices againft himfelf that he had countenanced 
againft others. Plots were laid for him on all hands: 
fome in revenge for injuries received, and fome by 
way of precaution to avert mifchiefs apprehended. 
Juitice and law weredormant3 corruption and power 
bore univerfal fway ; and fo critical was the firuation 
of affairs, that sicher Caius mutt have funk, or-the 
commonwealth been annihilated. “The Jews, in par- 
ticular, by the feafonable exit of this tyrant, were 
refcued from impending deftruélion. lt may tend 
equally to inftruction and entertainment, to be very 
minute and particular in this part of our hittory ; 
as the concurrence of fo many providences in the 
difpofal of events, mult ferve as a jJeffon to good 
men, not to defpair, in the greatett extremity, of the 
infinite power and mercy of the Almighty; and 
alfo as a caution to the great men of the earth, how 
they build their hopes on fandy foundations, or fet 
their affections on tranfitory enjoyments, which, in 
the end, lead to difappointment and milery. 


There were three feveral confpiracies laid againft 
Caius, and each of them conducted by a perfon of 
eminence. Emilius Regulus, a Spaniard of Cor- 
duba, conducted one party, and had a troop of re- 
folutes to aflift inthe enterprize: Caffius Cheereas, 
the tribune, had another detachment 5 and Annius 


* Minucianus a third. ‘Vhele were all determined on 


the deftruction of this ryrant, as chey deemed him 
a moniter of abomination. Minucianus was ini- 
mical to him partly in revenge tor the death of Le- 
pidus, his fingular friend, a citizen of unfullied ho- 
nour, whom Caius molt barbaroufly put to death, 
and partly through apprehenfion of the tyrant’s de- 
fign upon his own life. Regulus detefted him from 
a natural averfion to iniquity, being himfelf a man 
of genuine probity. Chiereas was piqued at the 
reproaches hc had received from Caius, with effemi- 
nacy and cowardice, and alarmed for the imminent 
danger under which he Jaid in the fervice of fo out- 
rageous a matter. 

Different as the caufes might be, they all agreed 
in this one commonend, of delivering their country, 
and the world, from the outrages of fo inhuman a 
tyrant; efteeming the fuccels of their defign the fal- 
vation of the public, and perfuaded it was the duty 
of a patriot to lay down his lite for his country. 
But Cheereas was more zealous than the refl; partly 
through ambition of acquiring a name, and partly 
through the advantage he had_aboye others, (being 
tribune, ) of executing his defign from freedom of 
accefs to the perfon of his maiter. 

It was the feafon of the Circenfian Games, an en- 
tertainment with which the people of Rome were 
highly delighted. Ix had formerly been the cuftom 
for the multitude to crowd into the palace, and pe- 
tition the emperor for what they required; and as 
they rarely met with a denial, their requeft, on the 
prefent occafion, was, an abatement of their tributes 
and taxes. Caius was fo enraged at their petition 
and their clamour, that he ordered his guards im- 
mediately to feize thofe that made the outcry, and 
put them to death; in confequence of which num- 
bers were {lain on the fpot. The people then ceafed 
their importunities, taking warning by the fate of 
thofe who had fuffered. 

"Shele horrid barbarities excited Chaereas to ha- 
ften the attempt, who had it in contemplation to 
difpatch the tyrant as he fat at table. He deferred 
it, however, from time to time, not from any change 
of mind, but to wait an opportunity of giving a 
decifive ftroke. He had commanded the guards a 
long time, and being now in commiffion for col- 
leéting the revenues, he incurred the difpleafure of 
Ceefar for not proceeding with rigour againft thole 
that were in arrears, (poor and infolent as the 
might be,) infomuch that he upbraided him with 
cowardice in not enforcing the payment, and cafta 


| sit and honour could -poffibly bear without refent- 


or tHe JEWS. Book. XIX 


number of refleéticns on him; which no man of fpr. 


ment. To enfage him the more; Chareas htver 
brought the word from Ceefar to thé rett of the of. 
ficers, but it fuggefted fome idea that excited either 
their laughter or contempt : indeed he was rendered 
the very butt of their derifion. 

This was fo unpardonable a provocation, and fo 
compulfive an incitement to revenge; that, to tor: 
ward the defign, he communicated it to fome confi- 
dential friends, and aniong the reft to Popedius, a 
man of fenatorial dignity, but in principle an epi- 
curean. Popedius had been acculed by Timidius, 
a profeffed enemy, of uttering reproachtul expreffi- 
ons againit Caius; and the charge was founded on 
the pretended teftimony of Quintilia, avery beau- 
tiful woman, who belonged co the theatre. Quin- 
tilia being generally beloved, had the good for- 
tune to ftand in the favour of Popedius among the 
reft. The acculation being groundlels, and Quin- 
tilia refufing to take away the lite of a man by a 
falfe evidence, Timidius called for her being put to 
the torture, and Caius commanded Chzreas to fee 
it executed, as if he referved thofe offices of cruelty 
for him whom he had fo frequently upbraided with 
effeminacy. As they were conducting Quntilia to 
the rack, fhe trod upon the foot of the affociate, 
giving him thereby to underftand that _he was fate, 
for fhe would not confefs any thing. Icwas much 
againit the inclination of Chareas to execute that 
office, but he was compelled to torment her with 
the greateft feverity. . Not being able, however, to 
extort confeffion, he conducted her into the pre- 
fence of Caius, miferably torn and disfigured, even 
to fuch a degree that the emperor himfelf took com- 
paffion on her, and difcharged Popedius, pretenting 
the woman with 2 confiderable fum of money, as 2 . 
fmall compenfation for the excruciating pains fhe + 
had undergone with manly fortitude. 

The tendernefs of the emperor ageravated the 
concern of Chareas, when he reflected on the dif- 
grace brought upon him, in being the appointed 
inftrument of fo mercilefs a cruelty as even Caius 
himfelf relented at. Thus enraged, he difclofed his 
defign to Clemens and Papinius ; the formerofwhom 
was an officer in the army, and the latter a tribune 
as well as. himleif. Hie reprefented to Clemens, 
that neither of chem had been wanting in their 
duty to the emperor; that it had _been their care and 
bulinefs to difcover and defeat feveral confpirators 
againft him, tome of whom they had put to death, 
and others to torture, till they had even excited his 
pity, which proved they were commiffions fic for 


favages, not for foldiers and men of honour.” 
Clemens made no reply, but indicated, by his 
countenance, the averfion he had to be employed in 
fo infamous a work, though he durft not utter a 
word againdt the majelty of Caefar. Cheereas, how- 
ever, having difclofed the matter, thus continued 
his difcourie : “I need not recount the calamities 
“ either of the city or empire; they are too noto- 
“ rious to be concealed ; and Caius is the repute 
‘author of them. But if I fpeak truth, [ muft 
** contefs myfelf the _effeétual caufe; nay, I mutt 
include both you, Papinius, and Clemens: we arc 
the men who have brought this ruin upon Rome,, 
and upon mankind, in executing the orders of 
ee others. _Whensve might put an end to thefe out- 
** rages daily committed on the citizens and fubjects 
in general, we proftitute ourfelves to the vileit 
“ offices: we affert the caufe not of the Roman ei- 
= pire, not of glorious freedom, but of thofe who 
a enflave both our bodies and minds. In fine, 
Pa what do we but execute the commiffion of an in- 
human tyrant, in perpetrating horrid murders, an 
inflicting execrable tortures upon others, till the 
fame offices fhall be executed upon us. “The ty- 
“ rant is fo accuftomed to the effufion of human 
“© blood, that he never confults the reafon of things, 
“ but aéts according to his humour and caprice- ‘ 
“© We feem all deftined to der... Sion, one after an- 
© other; and our turn will probably be the next, } 
« we donot, in time, provide for the fecurity both 


“ of our own lives and the common liberty.” 
2 Clemens 
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a competition prevailed who fhould do moi, either 
by word or deed, towards the faving of his country, 
or, which was one and the Jame thing, towards the 
deftrudlion. of Caius: nay, Calliftus himfelf, the 
emperor’s freeman and*favourite, made one of the 
party. Vhis man had vaft influence with Caius, 
which he perverted to fuch a degree, that he was 
a hated and dreaded: indeed, he behaved him- 
felf more like a partner in the government than a 
fubject. He had amaffed great wealth by corrup- 
tion; notwithftanding which, he could net think 
himfelf fate under a prince of fo fickle and impla- 
cable a difpofition. He was in danger from many 
caules, but more efpecially for his wealth, which, in 
thole days, was a temptation hardly to be refifted. 
Calliftus finding the fituation of Cuius very preca- 
rious, thought “he could not do better than fecure 
the friendfhip of the nexc fuccetior ; and, with that 
view, to ingratiate himtelf with Claudius, he went 
over privately to that intereft, telling him in con- 
fidence, that Caius had frequently put him on to 
poifon him, but that he had ever found out forme de- 
vice to evade it. Vhis rather appears to me an in- 
vention of Calliftus to obtain the favour of his new 
patron, than a matter of faét ; for if Caius had been 
difpofed to murder his uncle, it could not have been 
in the power of Calliftus to evade it; nor could he 
have efcaped himfelf, if he had been remifs in the 
execution of the emperor’s commands. Claudius, 
however, looked upon himas the inftrument of Pro- 
vidence for his deliverance; io that the infinuation 
fubferved his purpole. 


In the mean time, through the deliberation of the Ciiereas 

confederacy, the main defign was put off from day is impatient 
to day, though much againtt the will of Chaereas, % ¢°!- 
who was ever of opinion, that no opportunity fhould 
be loft tor the execution of fo neceffary a purpote. 
Nay, he did not hefitate to declare, that he could not 
have wifhed fora better time or place, than the ca- 
pitol itfelf, when Caius went up to facrifice for his 
daughter; or when he ftood on the battlements of 
his palace, {cattcring his donations amongft the peo- 
ple; or upon any folemnity ac his own private cere- 
monies : for Caius feemed carelefs, and free from 
fufpicion of danger; though moll of his attendants 
were traitors in their hearts. Chzereas was at length 
{o impatient of thefe delays, that he reproached the 
confederates with want of aétivity and refolution 3 
and declared that, if they perfifted in making ob- 
{tacles, he would undertake to difpatch the bufinefs 
himfelf, and be anfwerable for doing it, even with- 
out a weapon. Fis affociates commended his zeal 
for the common caufe ; but they were yet for defer- 
ring the defign till the celebration of the gaines in. 
ftiruted in honour of Auguflus, who firft took the 
fovereign power from the people into his own 
hands. ‘ 


There was a theatre erected before the palace for 
the Roman nobility, with their families, in the pre- 
fence of the emperor himfelf. As, upon this occa- 
fion, thoufands of {peétators crowded into fo narrow 
a compafs, it was concluded, that the defign might 
be executed with thegreateft eale, becaufe the guards 
could notcome up intimetoarefcue; whereas, upon 
an attempt at a venture, there would be danger of 
mifcarriage, and atumult inthe city, which, through 
fearchers and foldiers, might expole the party to de- 
tection, and fruftrate the whole contrivance. 


Cheereas having given his confent, a refolution 
was formed to do the deed on the firll day of the ex- aio ke 
hibition of the public fhews: but fate feems to have or Cann 
over-ruled in the cafe, and put it off to the third and at the Cir- 
laft day. Indeed it would have been further delay... 6" 
ed, if Chzereas had not called his affociates together, 
and_ animated them with a fpeech to this effect: 
** ‘We are here affembled in a righteous caufe, and 
*© upon a jufl and honourable defign, but, to our Cherest 
** fhame be it fpoken, through floth and cowardice, aimatc: | 
‘€ without advancing one ftep in the bufinefs. Not te com 
** only has much time been loft, but our lives, li- 
** berties, and forrunes, are in immiinent danger, 
pees cane ! 0 

while Caius rides triumphant. What is the con- 
“© fequence of this pufillanimiry, but lofs of liber- 
‘© ty, and increafe of tyranny ? Whereas we fhould 5 

** attend 
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Clemens, though he could not but approve the 
opinion and refolution of Chaereas, charged him 
yet to fecrely ; as the leaft intimation of the defign, 
before it came to execution, would prove fatal to 
every one concerned. He obferved, that ‘* time 
would bring forth opportunity ; that his age would 
noc permit him to make any attempt; though, per- 
haps, he might fuggeit fafer means than thote pre- 
tertbed by Cha:reas.”” Ciemens having {poken thus 
briefly, departed, revolving in his mind both what 


he had heard and faid. 


The coldnefs of Clemens raifed in the mind of 
Chivreas a fufpicion of the fincerity of his attach- . 
ment to the caufe: he therefore immediately re- 
Bd paired to Sabinus, another of the tribunes, whom he 
‘oo knew to be a man of honour, an afferter of the li- 

berty of his country, and totally averfe to the pre- 
fent fyftem of government. He neither doubted 
his integrity or judgment, and determined to con- 
tule him upon the whole affair. When he found 
that Sabinus coincided in opinion with him as to 
the main point, only that he had kept the fecret to 
himilelf, he objerved that there was no need of de- 
"liberating with a man who had already formed his 
refolution; infomuch that Sabinus promifed him 
both his good faith and afliftance, which confirm- 
ed Chereas the more in his purpote. 


‘Thee apply — As they were both for bringing the matter to a 

m Minus foeedy iffuc, they applied to Minucianus, a man of 

ee a fimilar difpefition, and equally zealous in the 
cauie of liberty. Catus had a jealouly of Minuci- 
anus, on accountof the murder of Lepidus, his moft 
incimate friend, befides the averfion he had to him 
as amin of rank and honour, a charaéter that ever 
incurred his hacred. ‘Chey were perfectly acquainted 
with each others mind from fome hints they dropped 
refpecting the mode of government, though they 
had not been abfolutely explicit: however, they 
icemed to be actuated by the fame common inftiné 
in the fame common caule. 


Such was the refpect chat Chacreas and Sabinus 
had for the virtue and dignity of Minucianus, that 
as they formerly paid him all deference upon other 
ocealions, fo they defired to have his opinion upon 
the prefent bufinefs. Minucianus then enquired of 
Chreas, what was the word the emperor had given 
him that day? for the infults which Caius had of- 
fered him in his office were notorious throughout 
the city. Chaereas cook the hint, and relying on the 

a honeur of Minucianus, replied, ‘* Whatever the em- 
2 uty the ** peror’s word was, let your’s be rinerry; and Ire- 
_ ‘; turn you a thouland thanks for encouraging me 
«, tO attempt what I had long refolved. J rejoice to 
fe find that we coincide in opinion. My fingle {word 
will ferve us both : do you lead the way, and be 
= allured, that whatever you command fhall be 
7 obeyed. To a mind refolved, to a brave foul, 
« @tMs ure never wanting: it is not the weapon, 
but the will, that does the execution. Time is loft 
till we are in action ; and as to the event, whether 
Titand or fall, I am little folicitous. My own 
perional fafety or fortune are no objects, when 
the laws of my country, and the laws and liber- 
tes of fo many worthy men, are in danger of be- 
ing {wallowed up by this mercilefs tyrant. I hope 
you will not envy Chwreas the honour of a part 
at leaft, if not of ftriking the blow, in an ex- 
ploit that .muft merit univerfal approbation.” 
Upon this generous declaration, Minucianus em- 
braced him, wifhing him fuccefsin the undertaking; 
und, arter an interchange of mutual affurances, they 
parted. It wasrumoured that, toconfirm thecont{pi- 
rators in their defign, there was a voice heard among 
the people, calling out to Chzereas, as he entered the 
palace, to go on and profper in his undertaking. He, 
atfirlt, tufpected that he was betrayed; butafterwards 
found it to be either an animating hint from fome 
OF fae uccomplices, or a declaration from heaven 
in favour of his defign. 
ee Heat Was aeits timeaffembled a number of per- 
POW cE ranks and degrees, that were well affected 
See pole as fenators, knights, foldiers, 
Sheen aaity: for it was univerfally agreed that 
ner Carus or the commonwealth mutt fall; fo that 
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* attend to our own fecurity in the firft place, the 
* welfare of the public in the next, and, in fine, 
* acquire for ourlclves immortal glory.” 


Having thus fpcken, he gave them fome time to 
deliberate; butfinding they tteod mute, he rejoin- 
ed, ** My brave comrades, wherefore thele delays ? 
“ Do you not know that che games are upon the 
point of breaking up, and that Caius ts going for 
Alexandria, to take the tour of Egypt 2? Would 
it redound to our honour to part with this fcandal 
to humanity out of our hands, as if we had fent 
lim to proclaim to the world the fervility of the 
Romans, and to afford occafion for fome free-{pi- 
rited Egyptian to dothatjuftice to mankind, upon 
this bloody thirfty tyrant, which we were afraid to 
do ourfe'ves ? Away then, my friends, with deli- 
beration: | will affiit the man, and put the point 
to immediate iffue; nor will I fulfer mortal to 
contend: with me tor the glory of fo noble an ac- 
tion? | 
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‘This zealous addrefs fired the confpirators with 
refolution; and Chazreas put on his equeftrian fword, 
and went to the palace as the tribunes ufually did ; 
it being his turn that day in courfe, as commanding 
officer of the guard, to go to the emperor for the 
word. The people were prefling in great multi- 
tudes towards the palace, crowding to get places; 
and Caius himfelf feemed not a little pleafed with 
this fcene of confufion: for there were no feats {et 
apart for fenators, knights, or other degrees of peo- 
ple, according to their quality, but men, women, 
maiters, and flaves, were all promicuoufly huddled 
together. 


This felemnity being dedicated to the honour of 
Augultus, Caius advanced, and offered up facrifice 
to the imperial patron. . Ie fo happened that, upon 
the fare of the victim, fome of the blood flowing 
out, fell upon the robe of sAlprenas, one of the fe- 
nators. Caius {ported at the omen 3 but it proved 
fatal to the fenator, for he was flain at the fame 
time with Caius. Ic was much noticed, that Caius 
was in better humour this day than ufual. When 
the facrifice was overs he went with his friends to 
the theatre, which was only a frame of wood-work, 
fo conitruéted as to be taken to pieces and put toge- 
ther again, as it was annually upon this occafion. 
Ic had two gates, one towards the open court, and 
the other over againtt the paflage, for the actors to 
enter without incommoding the audience; and near 
at hand was an orcheftre for the muficians. 


“When the multitude had taken their places, and 
Cheereas, with the other tribunes, were fcated near 
Ceefar, upon the right wing of the theatre, Ba- 
thymius, ‘a fenator and milicary man, in a whifper, 
afked Cluvitus, a perfon of confular dignity, who 
dat next to him, if he had heard any news? Upon 
the reply of Cluvitus in the negative, the other 
informed him that che tragedy of the death of the 
tyrant was to be performed that day. Cluvitus, ina 
quotation of a verfe out of Homer’s Hiad, cau- 
tioned him to beware that none of the Grecians 
overheard him. The vulgar then proceeded to their 
ufual clamour and outrage, with which Czefar feem- 
ed highly delighted. T’wo circumftances then fol- 
lowed that had an ominous appearance. One was 
the reprefenctation of a corrupt judge brought to 
public juflice: the other was che tragedy of Cinyra, 
wherein fhe and her daughter were flain with great 
fictitious effufion of blood. It is faid that this was 
the anniverfary of the day upon which Philip, the 
fon of Amyntas, king of Macedonia, was killed 
by his friend Paudanius, upon entering the theatre. 


This being the laft day of exhibition, ‘Caius was 
undetermined whether he fhould fit it out, or whe- 
ther he fhould go firlt to the bath, then to dinner, 
and recurn. Muinucianus taking his place near the 
emperor, and oblerving him ditpoled to move, rote 
from his feat to encourage him in his refolution, left 
the prefent opportunity should be loft : but Cains, 
taking him gently by the fkirt, afked him, with a 
friendly tmile, whither he was going 2? Upon this Mi- 
nucianus, with affected reverence to Caelar, facdown; 
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but, in a fhort time, from the former apprehenfion, 

he rofe again, and Caius did not oppofe his exit, 
imagining fome neceffary bufinefs might call him 
afide. Afprenas, one of the confederates, then per- 
fuaded him to go out, bathe, dine as he was uled 

to do, and fo return. 


Chereas having by this time placed his affociates 1... 
in their proper itations, and given them their ne. fpr 
ceflary inftru€tions, was impatient of longer delay, rep 
He at firft refolved to affaule him on his feat, tho? #™" 
he knew this could not be done without much eeutinor 
bloodfhed both of the fenatorial and equettrian “diz. 
orders, preferring the deliverance of his country to 
the lofs of the lives of a tew dignified individuals, 

As Cheereas was going towards the theatre, word 
Was given in the crowd that Czefar was up, and re. 
turning to his palace. The conipirators called to 

the multitude to make way for the emperor, as-if by 

-his order and direction; but, in reality, to afford 
them fcope for the execution of their defign. Clau- 
dius, theuncle, went firlt; then Marcus Minucianus, 

the hufband of his fifter, and Valerius Afiacicus, 
perfons whofe rank entitled them to precedence. 
Caius himfelf, with Paulus Aruntius, followed 
them. When he entered the palace, he left the or- 
dinary way, which Claudius and the reft had taken 
before him, and turned off to a bye-path, leading 

to the paths, to fee fome boys that were fent him 

out of Afia for their fill in finging hymns, and in 

the Pyrric way of dancing. In this paffage Cheereas 

met him, and afked for the word, which being given 
according to former ridicule and infult, the tribune 
returned the indignity with a ftroke of his fword, 

but the wound was not mortal. Some were of opi- .,, 
nion it was contrived by Chzereas, to render his mieat its 
death more painful by a repetition of ftrokes ; bu execu... 
this to me fecms improbable, as it was not a bufi- 

nefs to be protraéted. The wound, in fhort, was 
between the neck andthe fhoulder,. where it ftruck 
upon 2 bone that prevented its going farther. He 
made no outcry, nor called to any around him for 
help, confcious, perhaps, he did not delerve pro- 
tection. Elie urtered a groan, however, and made 

an attempt to efcape; but Cornelius Subinus pre- 
vented it by aftroke that brought him on his knees, 
which being followed by an unanimous outcry of 

** Down with him, difpatch him,” they fell upon 
him together, and executed their purpofe. It is 
faid that Aquila gave him the finifhing ftroke, but 

the gencrality of the people afcribed the glory of the 
action to Chwvreas. ‘hough many concurred in it, chares 
he was the original propoter, and moft effentially princip!, 
conducive to the execution of it. He formed and #05 
united the confederacy, animated and fupported his cui. 
affociates, and, when it came to the decilive point, 
ftrucls the firtt blow, and, by his perfonal bravery, 

laid the pride of this haughty tyrant in the dult. 

So that this laudable exploit muit be attributed_to 

the virtue and refolution of Chereas. Yhus fell 

the emperor Caius, by many hands, and by many 
wounds. oe 









Cheereas and his affociates were not a little em- 
barraffed as to the manner of getting off after the 
accomplifhment of their defign. ‘hey had to con- 
tend with the outrage of a wild and feditious mul- 
titude, and the fury and revenge of the foldiery for 
the death of their prince. The avenues were narrow 
where the fact was committed, and filled with guards 
then upon duty. Finding it impoffible to return 
the way they came, they flruck off to the palace of 
Germanicus, the father of Caius, whom they had ret 
lately Naughtered. ‘Thefe apartments bordered on bi 
the palace royal; and the whole pile is as uniform 9) 
as the efforts of the feveral emperors, from time to ¢ 
time, could make it. Being: now freed trom the 
rabble, they were fecure, fo long at leaft as the death 
of Ceelar could be concealed. 


The German body guards, known by the name 
of the Celtic Legion, were the firft that got intel- 
ligence of it. ‘Vheie were men naturally fierce and 
choleric, in common with other barbarians, without 
any degree of reafon or reflection. They were en- 
raged at the news of the emperor’s death, not fo 


much from pertonal regard to him, as to their oe 
inte~ 
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intereft; for he had been bountiful to them, and [| ftay, as there was danger both ways, the foldiers 





conciliated their attachment by torce of frequent breaking in upon them, put the whole theatre into 
; donations. ‘This corps, under the command of Sa- an alarm; and the people, with{upplications, depre- 
binus, (originally a gladiator, and preferred merely cations, and proteftations, accompanied with tears, 
on account of his bodily ftrength,} marched, with groans, and invocations upon all the gods, attetted 
drawn {words, from houte to houfe, in queit of the their innocence. ‘Vhis ditmal {pectacle drew com- 
murderers of Caius. The firft man they met was, paffion from the obdurate hearts even of the Ger- 
Afprenas, whole robe was ftained with the blood of mans the mitlves, and puta Lop to the further pro-- 
uz the emperor; a moft unfortunate tokca for him, as refs of cheir fury, and cauted them, in fome mea- 
they immediately cut him to pieces. “‘Vhe next they ture, to repent of their inhumanity in the maffacre of 
oe feized was Norbanus, a man of the firft rank, and Aiprenas, and his companions, and carrying theit 
defcended from fome of the moik eminent com- heads up and down by way of oltentation, cll, in 


the end, they were depolited upon the altar. What 
could be more affi@ing to their friends, confidering 
the dignity of their characters, and the infolent 
barbarity of their triumph, than this horrid action ? 
Indeed, the greatett enemies that Caius left behind 
him could.noc now rejoice at his death, trom the 
danger they were in of fharing his fate. 

While things were in this confufion, one Arun- 
cius, a public crycr, a man of property, and of 
Sreat credit and influence with the people, came 
to the theatre, drefed in deep mourning like a 
fenator of Rome, and, with all the formalities of 
forrow and lamentation, that were cuftomary upon Proctamas 
the lofs of the nearett relations, made proclamation tien of the 
of the death of Ca:far. Upon this the Germans ee 
relented, and the officer commanded the foldiers to 
put_up their fwords, fo that the uproar entirely 
ceafed. Vo this the people that were pent up in 
the theatre folely owed their lives, as did all thofe 
in general that might have fallen into the hands 
of the Germans ; for fo long as they could have 
flatcered themfelves with any hope of the em- 


manders. Vinding the dignity of his extraction 
availed nothing with thole barbarians, he difarmed 
the firft man that afTaulted him; and being a perton * 
of extraordinary {trength and courage, would not 
have fallen unrevenged, had he not been opprefled 
by numbers. Phe third that fell into the hands of 
thefe Germans was Anteius, who was drawn out 
trom curiofity to fee the dead body of Caius, as he 
had banifhed his father of the iame name with him- 
felf, and afterwards put him to death. Anteius came 
to gratify himlelf with this fpectacle ; but, as he was 
endeavouring to avoid the tumult, the Germans 
found him out, and involved him in the common 
maflacre. This was the fate of thefe unhappy men. 


When the news of Crefar’s death was brought to 
the theatre, the multitude were aftonifhed, though 
they could not believe it; for, rhough it would have 
given them pleafure, they were feartul of difappoint- 
ment, and therefore would not entertain an hope pre- 
carioufly founded. There were others who greatly 
dittrufted it, becaufe they were unwilling that fo 

Cungers fatal an accident fhould befall Caius. Thele, for the 
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mele | molt parc, were women, children, flaves, and fomeof peror’s being uive, they would have proceeded in 
rn" thefoldiery, who, taking a doubleadvantageof their |{ their outrage. ‘Vhey had fo great an altection for 
Cake fervices, both by pay and oppreflion, as the minitters Caius, that they would have redeemed his life even 


with the lofs of their own, and without any regard 
to the diftraaed ftate of the commonwealth. “But 
now, upon the certainty of the event, the defire 
of revenge ceafed of itlelf, as there could be no 
longer any occafion for conferring obligations on 
one fide, or returning acknowledgements: on the 
other. Befides, they had apprehenfion from the 
power of the ienate, if the democratical form of 
government fhould be revived. ‘hus was the rage 
of the Celtic legion appeafed. 


Cheereas, in the mean time, being very anxious left 
Minucianus fhould fall into the hands of the Ger- chrereas 
mans, enquired of as many of the foldiers as he is folicitous 
could truft, one by one, if they could Sive any tout Mis 
account of him, recommending. him, with earneft 2!" 
intreaties, to their cfpecial care and protection. By 

this means he had an interview with Clemens and 
Minucianus; the latter of whom told him, that he 

could not but infinitely honour him for fo noblea 
refolution ; and that he would take upon himfelf 

to return him thanks in the name of the common: 

wealth, for fo public a fervice, as well for his con- 

duct in the undertaking, as his courage in the exe- 

cution of it. This, he obierved, might ferve to fhew 

the fate of tyranny, which feldom fails, after the 
fhort-lived pleafure of lawlefs ufurpation, to termi- 

nate in an untimely death, or fuch a conclufion as 

expofes the oppreffor to an univerfal odium. This 

was the cafe of Casfar, who Jaid the foundation of 

this confpiracy by a violation of the laws of his 
country, and acts of intolerable infolence and in. 

juftice towards the very beft of his fubjeéts, who, 

upon thefe provocations, became his enemies, and 

then the inftruments of his deftru€tion: but it mult 

be allowed, on all hands, that he was the author and 

firft moving caufe of his own ruin. The guards be- 

ing now withdrawn, the people in the theatre were 


of pride and tyranny, affifted in the perfecution of 
good men, and became fharers in the booty. The 
woinen, children, and common people were cajoled 
with fpectacles, drolls, prizes, and other amute- 
ments, under pretext of making them ealy, but, in 
reality, to gratify the vanity of the opprefior. 
Bondmen, who were indulged in the licence of in- 
fulting their patrons, under the fanétion of Caius, 
allo lamented his death, as they found no difficulty, 
during his reign, of making good any acculation a- 
gainit them, and were affured of advantage in dif- 
covering, where their matters moncy was depofited, ’ 
fince the law entitled the informer to one eighth part 
of the value of the confifeation. 

With refpeét to perfons of condition, towhom the 
report might appear credible, as either privy tothe 
defign, or well-wifhers to it, they were fo far from 
appearing to rejoice at it, that they affeéted abfolute 
iSnorance of it. Thofe, indeed, who were deepett 
in the confpiracy. difclaimed all knowledge of it; 
contcious that death, without mercy, would be the 
refult of the flightett fufpicion. 

. The ftory, ia the mean time, was reprefented in 
wn. Various lights. Scene had it that Caius was wounded, 
tte and under the care of the faculty. It was by no 
means prudent for people, under thefecircu mitances, 
to declare themfelves one way or the other; for 
either the authors of the report were partizans of 
Caius, and confequently under a fufpicion of Ppar- 
tality on thar hand, or, if they were enemies, it 
was dangerous to publifh ill news. There ftarted, at 
thefametime, another report, thacalarmed the higher 
clafs more than all the ref, . This was that Caefar, 
Upon receiving of his wounds, ran into the market. 
place, and, without {taying to be drefféd, all bloody 
ashe was, made his appeal, by way of deciamation, 








to the people. This variety and uncertainty of re- all rifing to fhift for themfelves.. The occafion of 
borts put people in general upon their guard; but it was this. Arcyon, a phyfician, was called away 
they durit not ftir for fear of calumny and mifcon- to’ attend fome wounded men, and difpatched fe- 
ftruction; for the point was not fo much what they veral about him, under pretence of going for reme- 
intended, as the face the judges and informers would dies, bur, in truth, to fecure them trom danger. 


put upon it. . The fenate, in the mean time, met in the palace, 
In this diftragted ftate of affairs the Germans, where the multitude preffed’ in upon them in 





word in hand, befet the theatre; every man giving throngs, to demand juftice for the murder of the 
_ himfelf up for lott upon the fight of t hem, expect- emperors butthe fenate, from prudential motives, 
ing nothing but immediate death. While they ftood held fair with them in appearance. While the rab- 


trembling, with anxious fufpence, whether to go or ble were in queft of the aflaffins, Valerius A fiaticus, 
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aman of confular dignity, in the midft of thefe 


clamorous outcrics, to know what was become of , 


the murderers of Caius, exclaimed, ‘* Would J had 
been the man,” and fo departed. . 


The fenate then proceeded to a decree in condem- 
nation ct Caius; and paffed an-order for both people 
and foldiers to depart quietly to ‘their own habita- 
tions and quarters, with promifes of certain exemp- 
tions and privileges to the one, and of rewards and 
gratuities to the other, if they demeaned themfelves 
peaceably as they ought to do. By this means there 
was a feafonable itep put to the uproar, which other- 
wife might have broken out into frefh rumults, fa- 


crilegious violences, rapine, and all manner of con-" 


fufion. ‘The whole bench of fenators being now 
met, and thofe efpecially that were of the plot, 
began to deliberate on affuming the power them- 
felves, and re-eftablifhing the democratic form of 
government. 


CHAP. I. 


The fenators and foldievs. divided about the form of 
government. The latter ave for monarchy, and de- 
clare Claudius emperor. Oration of Saturnius againft 
granny. Chereas goes to the confuls for the word. 
They give hin tapprry. The wife and daughters of 
Caius put to death by Fulius Lupus. Cheraéter of 
Caius: Character of Claudius. Gratus puts Claudius 
into poffcfion of the-empire. His intereft efpoufed by 
ees Difputes flill prevail between the fenate 
and cominon people. 


Divifion of K HILE the fenate were debating on one hand, 


the serators 
and foldiers 


in the form 


of govern~ 
ment, 


Oration of 


Saturninus 


the foldiers were deliberating in a council of 
war on the other, upon the grand point in difpute, 
whether a popular or imperial government fhould 
now take place. The latter came at length to thefe 
refolutions: that a democracy was incapable of con- 
duéting the weighty affairs of ftate: that, if it fhould 
be fer up, it would not rcedound to their intereft: 
thatif any of thofe, already in adminiftration, fhould 
obrain the fiipremé power, it would tend to their 
difadvantage, unlefs-they, afforded him their coun- 
tenance and protection: and that, therefore, in the 
prefent untettled condition’of things, it would’ be 
moitt expedicnt to chufe Claudius emperor, being 
the uncle of the deceafed, and much fuperior, as to 
birth, qualities, and education, to any of thole who 
vere aflembled in fenate; not doubting but hewould 
reward thofe according to theirdelerts, who had pro- 
moted his advanceinent. This being the fenfe of the 


whole council, Claudius was immediately brought’ 


tromhis houle by the joldiers, and declared emperor. 
The news of this event being carried to the fenate- 
houfe, Anzeus Sentius Saturninus, finding matters: 
come to a crifis, role, and delivered his fentiments, 
upon the important occafion, in terms worthy of an 
orator and a patriot. This was the tenor of his 
fpeech : : : : : 


‘men and fellow-citizens, after fo long an inter- 


mn tavour of © ruprion of our natural freedom, that we fhould 


2 popular 


guvernmen 
2 ares 


* ever have lived to draw one breath of liberty after 
it! and yet, through the goodneis of the Divine 
*¢ Providence, in whofe power it is to give, or to 
* rake, we are at this very day and hour, freemen, 
‘© in fome dégree, once again. Liow long it will laft 
Swe know not: 


** But let the event be what it will, | 
‘© A comfort fhort is yet a comfort ftill. 


*¢ Shall we account it as nothing for a freeman to 
“ live free in a free country, and to have fome relifh 
‘Sof the fWweets of our ancient liberties in the 
** Nourifhing condition of our once free common- 
** wealth, even though we were to enjoy the fatif 
*¢ fuction of ic but for one fingle hour? I can fay 
**Vittle, it is true, to the liberty of former times, 
** before [ came into the world; but I have a great 
“* defire, f mult confeis, for the preferving and im- 
** proving of that liberty which we enjoy at prefent. 
. oF 


** Who would have thought, my noble country- - 
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“© T cannot but efteem thofe men to have been ex. 
“© ceedingly happy, whofe lot ic was to fall in an 
‘© age that afferted the common liberty of mankind 
“and the ftudy of virtue. But the pérfons of al] 
“ others, that, in my opinion, deferve moft to be 
‘* honoured, next to theimmortal gods themfelves 
“ are thofe heroic fpirits that have had the courage 
“ to give us yet fome tafte of it, how late foever, 
** even in this abandoned ftate of the world; a blei.° 
** fing which I fervently wifh may be perpetuated. 
“© As to what concerns ourfelves, one day’s experi- 
** ence is abundantly fufficient for our comfort and 
*¢ inftruction, both young and old. Thofe-that are 
“in years will leave the world with lefs regrer, 
“* when they fhall better underftand the advantages 
‘* that attend-liberty ; and for thofe that are grow- 
** ing up, the very example will inflame them with 
** a virtuous emulation of treading in the fteps of 
‘* their famous anceftors. Virtue, in fhort, is the 
** main _bufinefs of human life, and fo it.ought to 
“be; for, in truth, virtue is liberty itfelf; that isto 
** fay, the liberty of the mind, whatever becomes 
*° of the body. Now Ido not cake upon me all 
** this while to fpeak of things before my time, any 
“© further than upon the grounds of tradition; but 
“° when I come to the fubject of tyranny, and the 
‘* calamitous confequences that attend it, I fhall fay 
** no more upon that topic than I can make good 
“* from what IJ have feen and felt, and upon the in- 
“* fallible certainty of woeful and miferable expe- 
sé rience. It confounds the order of government, 
“and of all civil communities, Great minds, ge- 
nerous difpofitions, and glorious actions, are dif- 
“* countenanced and fuppreffed. It makes mens 
** fouls as fervile as their bodies, quenches all ho- 
a nourable emulations, and accommodates all rules 
: of law and equity, by fear and flattery, ro the 
‘arbitrary caprice of ambitious and_fancaftical 
““ princes. If-we look back to the ufurpation of 
s¢ Valine Ceefar upon'the power of the people, and 
- the trampling of their laws, liberties, and govern- 
<, Ment under foot, in the erecting of a tyrannical 
monarchy upon the ruins of the commonwealth, 
*¢ and ‘all this only to gratify ambition, what atrain 
‘© of mileries has that infatiable affectation of domi- 
** nion drawn after it, both upon the government 
“and the nation? What has the fucceffion been, 
* but a kind of violent competition, betwixt the 
re predeceffor and the fucceflor, wlio fhould do moft 
: mifchief, either in the fubverting of the laws, or. 
depopulating of the cjty, by the fupprefing of 
“all men of honour and virtue in it, and_by all 
“ forts of perfecution, even to the degree of death 
°¢ itfelf ? for they could not be fafe but in che hands 
*© of wicked inftruments, that had abandoned them- 
*“felves to all forts of iniquity, without either 
“* fhame orconfcience. There was notone individual 
‘© in the number of thefe imperious matters, thathad 
“* not acted the part of amolt barbarous oppreffor. 
*. But the tyrant Caius, who hath this day received 
‘© his fate, perhaps has outdone all the reft in the 
“* licentious rage of a brutal and an ungovern- 
“able fury; fparing neither citizens, friends, or, 
“© relations, in a defiance, at the fame time, both of 
* humanity and juftice, and of all rhe laws both of. 
“God and man. Itis not enough for tyrants to 
give themfelves up to their vanity, and their plea- 
«, 1ures, rapines, adulteries, and extravagant appe- 
tites, (for thefe are only human frailties, ). but their 
“© fatistaction lies in the diabolical practices of root- 
= ing out whole families, and involving children 
‘sand infants in their father’s quarrel. | Being con- 
a {cious, to themfelves, of the indignities they mul- 
- tiply upon their fubjects, they find no fecurity at 
laft, but in the deaths of thofe they have wronged, 
= and in the feafonable removal of them out of the 
way. But fince fo it is, that we have now fhaken 
** off the yoke, and recovered the poffeffion of our 
** primitive freedom, all that we have to do for the 
: preferving of unity among ourfelves, and_pro- 
viding for our future fafety, is to join in repairing 
“ the ruins of our dncient glory, and reftoring the 
** commonwealth to its original ftate of union an 
“integrity. We are now at liberty to propofe an 
“* to debate, and to like or diflike at pleafure, with- 


** out any fuperior power over our heads to con- 
“* croul 
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his wounds, and, in bittereft accents, exclaiming 
againft Caius for not attending to the advice of fo 
affectionate a wift, who had repeatedly teld hun 
what would be the confequences of his wild pro- 
ceedings. ‘hefe words were taken in a different 
fenfe, eftecmed equally ambiguous by thofe that 
heard them, and are itill interpreted according to 
the various inclinations of various people. _ Thofe 
who tock them ina more favourable fenfe, intima- 
ted that fhe adviled him to reitrain his outrageous 
fury, and keep himiclf within che bounds of mo- 
deration; affuring bim thar, if he perfifted in thefe 
acts of cruelty and opprefiien, he would incur the 
the aatred of his peeple, and draw the bload of his 
fubjeéts-on his own head. ‘Thofe who put another 
conltruétion upon'them, infinuated, thar the prefled 
him co confule his own Jecuricy in duc time, and rid 
himtelf of all fulpected perfons, fince, where the luc 
of a prince was ac ftuke, a juit ground of fulpicion 
would have been fufficient to proceed upon. Vhus 
was the matter differently interpreted. 

Lupus approaching Ceconia, who was bewailing 
her forlorn condition tn all the birternefs of anguith 
and diftrefs, fhe intreated him, with tears and la- 
mentutions, to draw near, and behold the horrid 
fpegtacle ot her mangled hufband. But reading his 
defign in his countenance then, and affured of ic 
from his words, after a shore ejaculation, fhe pre- 
fented her bare throat to the execution, prefling him 
to difpatch what he had undertaken, and finith the. 
tragedy hiscompanionshad begun. Sheencountered 
the ttroke with wonderful conilancy of mind 5 and gosh 
her daughters died by the fame -hand with her; great refo- 
and the tidings were fent_to Chareas as foon ag Mtien. 
the bufinefs was accomplifhed. 


This was the end of Caius, after he had reigned Character 
four years within four months.. Fle was aman ofa of Civ 
favage, malicious difpofition, even ina private {tate ; 
fenfual in his appetite, a patron of calummniacors and 
informers, timid in cafes of danger, and conte- 
quently bloody in his revenge. He enjoined exorbi- 
tant power to opprels the innocent, and make way 
to confifcations and forfeitures by rapine and mur- 
der. We was charmed with the fervile adulations of 
the common people; nor would any thing fhort of 
temples and-altars fatisfy. his frantic ambition. Ee 
was neither reftrained by law or virtue; nor would 
fpare the beit friend upon the Jeaft pique, ora fup= 
pofed caufe for revenge. Jie was an enemy to-all 
good men; impatient of ‘contradiction ; nor would 
bear reproof even in the cafe of inceft with his own 
fitter. This, indeed, was a vice fo abominable, in 
thofe days, that it was fcarcely credible, and fuch a 
feandal as had not fo much as been heard of among 
them for many ages. Irdoes not appear that he ever 
did, or fo much as attempted, one action truly mag- 
nificent and royal for the honour of the empire, or 
the common good of mankind, excepting the har- 
bours and ‘{tore-houfes he buile about Rhegium, 
near Sicily, for the convenience of the fhips that 
brought corn out of Egypt. This defign-was laud- 
able, though it was not brought ro perfection, 
partly through the inactivity and neglect of his 
agents, and partly through the inftability of his own 
temper; for his mind was diverted by unprofitable 
purluits; and he thought his money better employed. 
upon his own private pleafures, than upon thofe un- 
dertakings that might conduce to the honour or in- 
tereft in the ftate. Ee was an excellent orator, and 
agreat proficient inthe Latin and Greek languages; 
had a wonderful prefence of mind,andan admirable 
faculty in fpeaking extempore ; to which was added. 
a peculiar talent for gaining upon the judgment, as 
wellas affections, of mankind in affairsof thegreatett 
moment. Being trained up in the emulation. both 
of his father Germanicus, and his uncle Tiberius, 
his predeceffor, two perfons fo iluftrious for their 
literary accomplifhments, he fees to have made it 
a_ point of honour not to degenerate from the dig- 
nity either of his birth or education. But what a- 
vails a vircuous education, unlels its influence is dif- 
fufed throughout life ?’ What a train of 11) conte. 
quences eniue when it is perverted to ignoble pur- 
pofes! How hard a tafk it is for men poffeffed of 
power, and, in fome degrec, above law, to act vir- 

tuoully 
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 eroul, and call us.to an account. For what was 
“ i¢ that gave birth and growth to the unbounded 
“ progrets of the late tyranny, but the dull patience 
“ of a befotted people, that had nor fpirit to make 
“ head againft in? Men that were flaves to their 
* pleafures, and men that otherwife aéted and lived 
« Jike faves, were the people that, chufing rather 
“© tg Jead a mean inglorious Jite, than venture an 
* honourable death, caft the city into thofe infup- 
* portable miferies, of which we ourfelves have 
* been-both ear and eye-witnefies. But ler me re- 
“ commend ito you, in che firit place, todo right 
* to Cheereas, in conterring upon him the honours 
he deferves, for ridding the world, and the com. 
“ monwealth, of this abominable montter. © For it 
* was his couniel, and bis hand, by theimpulle of 
“ 4 Divine -affiftance, that wrought our liberty ; 
* and ic is but reafonable chat he that procured us 
“© our freedom with the hazard of his life, fhould 
“ receive acknowledgements and rewards trom the 
* perfons he redeemed, anfwerable.to the nacure of 
*¢ the obligation. It is the part and ducy of an ho- 
“© neit man co'be thankful to his benefactor, efpe- 
“¢ cjally co fuch a benefactor as this, who has in- 
“ volved us all in one common debt. ‘The action 
“¢ of Brutus and Caffius upon .Julius Catlar, was 
“© oreat and glorious ; but Chizreas, over and above 
** the emulicion of their bravery, hath, in this re- 
“ foeét, gone much beyond it. Vheir exploit was 
*¢ tollowed with a civil war, that ran through and 
“ ravaged the whole Romanempire; but Chereas 
* cut offthe tyranny icfelf, cogether with the tyrant, 
*¢ and delivered the whole world at one blow.” 





This fpeech of Saturninus obtained the approba- 
tion of the whole body of the fenate: but he was fo 
intent upon the point under immediate confidera- 
tion, that he forgot he had, at that very time, a ring 
upon his finger, with a head of Caius engraved upon 
it. “Lrebellius Maximus obferving it, rofe up haf- 
tily, and took ic off his finger; and ic was ordered 
to be broken. 


‘ 
( Threonfels _ AS night approached, Chareas went to the con- 
i esethe — fuls forthe watch-word,and they gavehim Liberty. 
yk! The face of things were fo itrangely changed of a 
7" fudden as appeared almott incredible, this being the 
firtt act of autherity in which the fenate had appear- 
ed fince the time they were depofed ; for the fol- 
.diers had their orders from the confuls till the Cre- 
jars took it out of their hands. Cheereas, upon re- 
ceiving the word, delivered it, of courle, to the 
troops which elpoufed the caule of the senate; that 
!s, to four companies, which ftood well affected to 
lawful government, and declared themfelves again ft 
the ufurpation. ‘Thefe men went away with their 
officers, and foon after them the people, rejoicing 
at the thought of the prelent change, and hoping 
that the ancient glory of the commonwealth was 
about Lo be reftored, while, with fhouts and accla- 
mations, they hailed Cheereas as their deliverer, 


,  Chereas, apprehending ir might be dangerous, 
. afterthedeath of Caius, to fulfer his wife anddaugh- 
‘ters to iurvive him, fent Julius Lupus, one of the 
tribunes, with a command to kill them; chu- 
-fing him the rather for that commiffion, both as the 
kinfman of Clemens, and as it feemed proper for a 
man who was fo deep in the confpiracy to have his 
part in the execution. Burt feveral of the confede- 
ratcs were of opinion, that it was an unmanly ac- 
tion to commit fo barbarous an outrage upon the 
perfon of a woman, as fhe had no concern in the exe- 
crable cruelties perpetrated on the flower of the no- 
bility, which was the fole effect of her hufband’s 
malignity. Others imputed his horrid deeds to her 
fuggeftion, and the adminiftration of a potion that 
turned his brain, and from thence confidered her as 
ce principal caufe of the ruin of the ftate. The 
nee opinion prevailing, Julius Lupus haitened to 

ie execution of his comm:fiion, in order to demon- 


ftrate his zealous attachment.to the intereft of his 
country. 








When he came into the pal f i 
1¢ palace, he found Ceconia 
: freer upon the ground with her daughters by the 
ody of her hufband, befmeared with the blood of 
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cuoufly for virtue’s fake! At his firft entrance on 
the government, he made an excellent choice of men 
of integricy and abilities fer his friends and mini- 
dters, by which he gained adeferved reputation with 
the people. Buc in_a fhore time he took another 
bias, turned them off with infolence and fcorn, and, 
by intolerable provocations, forced his iubjccts to 
thole outrageous extremities of defpair and revenge, 
that afterwards brought cn his own deftruclion, 
Claudius 
retires. 


Claudius, as before obferved, hearing of the 
death of Caius, and the tumule occafioned by it, 
betook himfelf co an obfcure retreat; though he 
had no reafon to apprehend danger, uniefs ic might 
arife from the dignizy of his birth. In private life 
he conduéted himfelf with moderation, and feemed 
content with his fortune, applying himlelf to lite- 
rature, efpecially the cultivation of the Greék lan- 
guage, and avoiding, as. much as poffible, fcenes 
ot hurry and confufion. 


Brief cha- 
sider of 
Claudius, 





The multitude were now ina ftate of diftra€tion ; 
the palace thronged with loldiers, hurrying from one 
part to another in furious confternation 5 and the 
common people running from place to place at a 
venture, without any regard to the order or autho- 
rity of government; fo thar the guards, being men 


of the beft credit among the foldiers, in this tumul- , 


tuous confufion, began to deliberate on the moft 

expedient meafures of proceeding. They were not 

to much troubled at the death of the emperor, who 

they choughe fuffered according to his defert, as at 

the difficulty of fettling their own affairs. Indeed,. 
“ the rage of the Germans againft the affaffins, rather 
proceeded from a regard to private intereft than 
good will to the public. ‘hefe circumftances 
weighed together, increafed the apprehenfions of 
Claudius, elpecially when he beheld the heads of 
Afprenas and his companions, that were carried up 
and down in triumph. Having concealed himfelf 
in a dark retreat, Gratus, one of the emperor’s 
guards, efpied him in acorner, but not being able 
toidentify his perfon, advanced towards him (though 
the other requefted him to retire,) and, upon draw- 
ing near, Bnding he knew him, he called aloud to 
thofe that followed him, ‘* This is Germanicus ; 
and no man fitter to fill up the vacancy of the em- 
pire.” Upon thefe words the foldiers were ready to 
lay hold of him; and Claudius, for fear they fhould 
puc him to death for the jake of Caius, carneftly 
intreated them to fpare him, folemnaly protefling his 
innocence of the whole matter. Gratus, upon this, 
took him by the right hand, affumed a pleafing 
countenance, and defired him not to entertain the 
leaft apprehenfion for his fafety, but rather difpofe 
his mind for receiving the empire, which the gods, 
he faid, had taken from Caius, and now oitered to 
Claudius by the hands of Gratus, for the relict 
and prefervation of mankind, who had been long 
groaning under the weight of numerous oppreffions. 
Fie added, “ Rife therefore, and take poffeffion of 
Gratue pus the throne of your anceftors.” They then tock 
aun inw him up and carried him, as, through the cifect of 
pottetien the furprize, between joy and apprehenfion, he was 
“hardly able co fland. 


Claudius 
difeovered 
by Gratus. 





pire. 


During thefe tranfactions between Gratus and 
Claudius, the guards gathered about the former in 
great numbers, lamenting the fate of the innocent 
Claudius, whom they imagined to be carrying to 
execution, while othcrs.were for appealing to the 
confuls. As the foldiers crowded in more and more, 
the people, that had no arms, confulted their fafety, 
and departed different ways. This puta ftop to the 
progrefs of Claudius, for he was not in a condi- 
tion to wall; and_ his bearers had withdrawn them- 
felves for fear of fharing his expected fate. The 
military corps being now poffefied of the palace, 
their numbers increafing, and having none to op- 
pofe them, took into confideration, at this juncture, 

Thefldiers in what manner they fhould proceed in order to 
aE eee fertle the commonwealth. They rejoiced at the pre- 
melvin, dence of Claudius, and were unanimous for ad- 
vancing him tothe empire; partly in honour to his 
brother Germanicus, whofe memory was held in 
univerial efteem, and partly to exclude ambitious 
pretenders from among the fenators, who, having 
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as much mifchief if they had it in. their power, 
They looked upon the republican form of govern- 
ment as loft beyond recovery; and therefore, fince 
an emperor was of neceffity co be chofen, they in- 
ferred the expediency of taking the utmoft care that 
no perfon fhould be advanced to that dignity with- 
out owing his preferment co chem. ; 
fideration they concluded that they could not do 
better chan make choice cf Claudius, and by that 
means engrofs the merit of the obligation entirely 
to themfelves. The whole body of the foldiery were 
fo well fatisfied with this mode of reafoning, that 
upon conferring with one another, they all joined in 
the fame refolution; fo that taking up Claudius 
they curried him away to the camp, there to finifh 
what they had begun; and he was attended by the 
whole army as his guards. 


In the mean time there fell out a mifunderftanding 
between the fenate and the populace. The former 
were for re-eftablifhing the commonwealth in all 
its ancient glory, and vindicating: their authority 
from tyrannical ufurpations. The latter, envious 
of the power of the fenate, defired nothing more 
than an imperial check upon their pride and avarice, 
and a_fecure appeal for themfelves to an higher 
court from republican oppreffions : fo that the peo- 
ple were overjoyed at the elevation of Claudius ,; 
hoping that, under his protection, they might be pre- 
ferved from civil wars,.and the renewal of thoiehor- 
rid icenes that took place during the conteft be- 
tween Pompey and Ceefar. 


The fenate were no fooner informed of the fol- 
diers conducting Claudius to the army, than. they 
difpatched a certain number of chofen men of their 
own order, with inftructions to admonifh him “ not 
to attempt to affume the government to himfelf by 
violence, but rather content himfelf in the {lation 
of one of the fenators, and leave the care of the 
public to that body who were qualified by the Jaws 
to manage by themfelves, and, by their direction, 
all the offices of adminiftration.” They then re- 
minded him how tyrannically the people had_ been 
treated by former emperors, and particularly by 
Caius; and alfo of the danger in which himfelf {tood 
from the wanton cruelty of that tyrant, They 
then affured him, that, if he would jubmit to the 
fenate, and re-adopt his former principles, he fhould 
be crowned with honour by a free and powerful 
people, ‘and gain the reputation of a wife and good 
man, by contenting himfelf to take his lot in the 
courle of things in this world, whether it be higher 
or lowef, as Providence fhould appoint: but that, 
if he was determined to follow the example of the 
Jate emperor, they muft certainly oppofe him in his 
defign, as they wanted neither foldiers or arms, 
nor any other necefiaries for fuch an undertaking; 
and that, after all, their dependence was upon the 
juftice and power of the gods in favour of fo righ- 
teous a caufe as the defence of their country. 


When the deputies, Veranius and Brouchus, who 
were both tribunes‘of the people, had acquitted 
themfelves of their'commiffion to Claudius in words 
to this effeét, they caft themfelves at his feet, with 
the moft éarneft fupplications to avoid any pro- 
ceeding that had a tendency to bring the people 
into a civil war. But finding him befer with the 
foldiers, and that the power of the confuls was far 
inferior to that of the army, they briefly added this 
requeft; that if he was refolved upon the fove- 
reignty, he would rather accept it from the fenate, 
and take it upon him without violence; as it would 
be much more aufpicious to receive it with the 
good-will of the people, than to take it from them, 
by force. They concluded with obferving, that, 
he received the fovereignty from the hands of the 
fenate, ic would indicate a difpofition to govera 
with that mildnefs and ferenity that fhould be the 
charaéteriftic of royalty: but that, if he refufed (©. 
accept it from them, it would indicate a defign of 
his wifhing to tyrannize over the people, inftead © 
governing them in a manner confiftent with the 
principles of a prudent man, and a good foverelg” 
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heretofore embroiled the ftate, would probably do: 


From this con- ° 


They cary 
him awey 
tothecamn, 


The fenare 
and popy- 

lace divided 
in epinist, 
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Claudius. 
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CHAP. Ii. 

Claudius, at the infiance of evippa, alferts bis claim 
to the rmperial dignity. Upon a report afterwards, 
that Caius was not dead, is difpafed to decline all pre- 
tenfious. clrtful proceedings of Agrippa. Claudius 
puts the foldiers to their oath of allegiance. The fol- 
dicrs are vociferous to the fenate for an eniperor. 
Chereas a profeffed enemy to Claudius. Proteft of 
Sabinus againft Claudius. The populace pay court to - 
bin. Cheereas and Lupus put to death: The former 
dies bravely, the latter ignobly. Claudius pardons 
Sabints, and be leys violent bands on binfelf. 


LAUDIUS, being well acquainted with the 

haughty dilpofition of the fenate, gave their 

deputies as courteous an antwer, for the prefent, as 

he could difcreetly do, without laying himfelf at 

their mercy. But, through the advice and impor- 

tunity of the foldiery, the inftigation of Agrippa, 

Ciudivsuf- and their promifes to itand by him in afferting his 

fershis ~ pretenfions, he was prevailed upon not to decline 

peeenfions his claim to the dignity which they had conferred 
upon him. 


pire. 

When Agrippa had decently difpofed of the re- 
mains of the lateemperor Caius, ,.to whom he owed 
his crown, and put every thing in as -good order as 
circum{tances would admit, he went to his guards, 
and gave tt out chat Caius was not dead,.but_defpe- 
rately wounded, and that therefore he had fene for 
affiftance to him. Being informed foon after, that 
Claudius was taken up and carried away by the 
foldiers, Agrippa immediately preffed atter him 
through the crowd, and, with much difficulty, 
found him out, involved in the utmoft perplexity, 
and juft upon the point of delivering up all to the 
fenate: buc Agrippa encouraged him to perfift in 
his refolution of maintaining his right. 


Being foon after this invited to take his place in 
the fenate, he attended in molt fuperb attire, and 
_ enquired of the bench, what was become of Clau- 
dius ? They related to him every particular concern- 
ing him, and then required his opnieN of the pre- 
fent {tate of things. Agrippa replied, ‘* that there 
was nothing dear to him, in this world, that he 
was not ready to facrifice to the honour of the 
fenate; and yet he could with that people would ra- 
ther attend to the fubftanftial good and fervice of 
the commonwealth, than the fpeaking of pleafing 
things to tickle the cars of the vulgar; as it was 
moit certain, that, without a competent provifion of 
arms, men, and moncy, for a foundation to proceed 
upon, it would be fruitiefs to contend for dominion 
and power.” They replied, *¢ that they had abun- 
dance of the articles he mentioned ; and that, as to 
numbers, they had flaves enough to execute their 
purpofe, who would be glad of their freedom for 
their wages.” Agrippa rejoined, with all deference 
to their fage opinions, ‘* that the partizans of Clau- 
dius were veterans in difcipling and experience ; 
whereas, on the other hand, their party was com- 
pofed of a raw and untractable rabble; and there- 
fore he would humbly propoie, with their concur- 
rence, to fend a deputation to Claudius, to endea- 
vour to prevail with him to relinquifh his claim ; 
and that, with.cheir approbation, he would be one 
to go upon the bufinets.”’ 


Agrippa 
Rives the 
fenste his 
omnion of 
the prefeat 
Rate of 
Cungs. 





The fenate, coming to a refolution, that the pro- 
» dere, POfal was reafonable, difpatched Agrippa, with fome 
» Cludius Others, upon the commiffion. But Agrippa, having 
mthete. previoufly found means of acquainting Claudius of 
the confternation that prevailed in the fenate, and 
fuggefting to him an anfwer to the deputies becom- 
; ing the majelty of an imperial prince, Claudius thus 
‘sreply, addrefled them: ‘¢ I do not wonder to find the fe- 
«, Dators fo averfe to the governmentofa ook per- 
fon, confidering what they have fuffered under 
the tyranny of fome late princes. For my own 
Part, I propofe nothing more to myfelf than to 
make my fubjeéts eafy and happy in their per- 
fons, liberties, and fortunes, and in the impartial 
0. 26. 
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“ adminiftration of juftice. My defire is only, un- 

** der the name of a prince, co rule with the com- 

“* mon advice and confent of my people. For the 

“© sood faith of my intentions I refer to the proof I 

“* have given the Jenate of my moderation and in- 

* tegrity, even in the worft of times.’? Wich this 

fpeech he difmifféd the deputies; then harangued 

his foldiers; gave chem the oath of allegiance, and ne givesthe 
five hundred drachmz aman, asa gratuity; and in foldiers the 
Proportion to the officers; with promiies ot the like pach ot als 

to the foldiers that were abfenc. eee 


‘Upon this the fenators fummoned a court, who 4 council of 
met the next morning early in the temple of Jupiter the fenate 
Capitolinus. Some, that difcerned the impending: tmmoned. 
miichief, abfented themfelves on various pretences 3 
fo that the number of thofe who attended upon 
the occafion, did not amount to more than an 
hundred. 


While they were in the midft of their debate, a 
clamour of the foldiers were heard at the door, de- rye totdiers 
firing the fenators.to appoint fome one man to Go- require an 
vern them, as many heads they found bred con~ smrerer 
fufion. With refpeé& to the ability of that_one 
man, they fubmitted ic entirely ro the fenate. This 
overture embarrafled them much, as, inilead of the 
liberty they promifed themfelves from Claudius, 
they now found him to be the perfon they had moft 
reaion to fear; not that there was men wanting; 
among themielves, who, for che honour of their ex- 
traction, and their relation to Casfar, might well pre- certain of 
tend to fer up for that dignity. For inftance, there te tensors 
was Marcus Minucianus, a man of the firlt rank, ae that 
and married into the family of the Caelars, to Julia, 8" 
the filter of Caius. This perfon offered himfelf for 
one; but the confuls were willing to wave it, and fo 
put it off, as they did one propofal after another. 
Valerius Afiaticus would have offered himlelt for 
another, if Minucianus, one of the contpirators 
againit Caius, had not interpoled, and prevented it; 
oblerving, that if any man ftood up in compe- 
tition with Claudius, ir would be atrended with a 
horrid fcene of bloodfhed ; as his party had at hand 
whole troops of gladiators, and military men of all 
forts, who were ready to exert themlelves when oc- 
cafion required. This diverted feveral from their 
intention of ftanding forth, as they forefaw thé 
mifchief that would certainly enfue, both to the 
public and themfelves. 


About break of day Chereas, with his party, came 
into the fenate-houle; and having made a fignal for 
filence, defired to be heard. But the foldiers imme- 
diately exclaimed, that they demanded the choice of Thefoldiers 
an emperor without further delay, and, by their (pret | 
clamour, prevented him from fpeaking. The fenate jeror. 
now found that all their_atcempts to fettle the go- 
vernment would be ineffectual, as their authoricy 
was totally over-ruled by the power of the {word ; 
and the dignity of their rank fubjected to the info- 
lence, fcorn, and mockery of the vulgar. Thefe con- 
fiderations put Cheereas out of all patience, info- 
much, that he told them, in the conclufion, “* If no- 
thing but an emperor would ferve their turn, he oy rens re 
would give them one, if they would bring him an prosches 
order from Eutychus,” This Eutychus was one of them. 
the charioteers of Caius, aninfamous wretch, that 
had been fubfervient to his mafter’s bafeft purpofes. 
Chzzreas followed this taunt with many reproaches, 
declaring, ‘* that he would rather bring them the 
head of Claudius, than ever acknowledge him as 
emperor ; as it would be the greate(t abfurdity, after 
having had a lunatic to rule them, to make choice 
ofafool.” But all that he could fay wasof noeffect; 
for the foldiers immediately drew their fwords, 
and marched with flying colours to find out Clau- 
dius, and join in the fame oath they had taken 


before. 


Thus was the fenate abandoned by thofe that ,. 
fhould have defended it, and the confuls reduced to fumed’ te 
the condition of private perfons. An univerfal con- the foldiers. 
fternation prevailed amongft the people for having 
offered fo many indignities to Claudius, infomuch, 
that they reproached one another ; and each endea- 

44 voured 


Zio 


; voured to transfer the blame from himfelf to’ his 
Sasinuspro- neighbour. At this juncture Sabinus, one of the 
gaingClau. Contederates, ftood forth, and folemnly protefted, 
dius. that he would fheath his fword in the bofom of every 

man before him, rather than fubmit to acknowledge 
the imperial authority of Claudius, and by that 
means confels himfelf a flave. He reproached Chae- 
reas, on having been the principal afferter of the 
common liberty againtt Caius, and now abating in 
his refolution from a daftardly fear of death, as if a 
brave man could exift without freedom. Chereas 
declared his unchangeable refolution not to fur- 
vive liberty, buc that he wifhed to know in the 
mean time how Claudius ftood affeéted. 


chit During thefe alcercations in the fenate, people 
way’ py flocked to the camp, from all quar ay thei 

cuefted by flocked to the camp, from all quarters, to pay their 
tke people. Court to Claudius, and, amongit the reft, one of the 

confuls, Quintus Pompeius, who had incurred the 
hatred of the foldiers for encouraging the fenate to 
ftand. up in defence of their liberties. Upon his ad- 
vancing, they affaulted him with their drawn {words, 
and had certainly flain him, had not Claudius taken 
him into his protection, and placed him by his-own 
fide. But the fenators, in general, were not only 
treated with infult, but many of them repulfed by 
blows as they preffed forward to falute him. _Apo- 
nius was wounded’; and every one of them fubject 
to imminent danger. At theinftance, however, of 


Asippa te- Ising Agrippa, who reprefented to him the ignominy | 


commends 


moderation that would attend the total extirpation of the nobi- 
toClaudius. lity, Claudius was prevailed on to treat the fenators, 
as well as perfons of condition in general, with 
courtefy and refpeét; fo that he defired the fenate 
to meet him at the palace, whither he was conducted 

by a guard of foldiers. Ae 


At the fame time Chereas and Sabinus prefented 
themfelves in public, exprefsly again{t the order of 
Pollio, whom Claudius a little before had appointed 
to the command of his guards. Claudius, being 
now brought into the palace, and furrounded by his 
partizans, pronounced fentence of death upon Chz- 
reas for difobedience of orders. It was pretended 
thac the fentence did not proceed from any perfonal 
pique, but the expediency of making fuch examples 
as might tend to the future fecurity of princes. He 
was led to the place of execution with Lupus, and 


Konteat  feveral other of the con{pirators. According to re- 
Charess port, Chaereas fultained the parting ftroke with 


and Lupus amazing conftancy, indicating, neither by counte- 

a the criti- nance or action, ae {malleft degree of fear, or an 

s moment . . . 
affection derogatory to the dignity of an exalted 
mind. Lupus, on the contrary, betrayed every token 
of pufillanimity : nor could Chzreas avoid paffing 
a contemptuous farcaim upon the occafion ; for Lu- 
pus, when itripping, complaining of cold, his intre- 
pid tellow-fufterer remarked, that ‘* Wolves felt no 
cold,” alluding co the import of his name Lupus, 
which, in the Roman language, fignifies wolf. When 
the executioner was prepared, he afked him whether 
he was accuftomed to the office, or only a novice? 
and defired him to ufe that very weapon with which 
he flew Caius. He did his duty, and_difpatched 
him at one ftroke. But Lupus, through fear, chang- 
ing the pofition of his body, was mangled by re- 
peated ftrokes, before the officer could execute his 
bufinefs. Some few days after, on the feftival of 
the people’s expiatory oblations to the ghoftsof their 
departed friends, by cafting their offerings into the 
fire, according to the ufual ceremony, they paid the 
dame honour to Chzreas as to the rete begging for- 
Sivenets for their lace ingratitude to fo fingular a pa- 
triot. Thus died Chereas in the glorious caufe of 
liberty. He was a man who poflefied a magnani- 
mity of foul rarely to be found among elevated 
characters. His being the in&rumental caufe of the 
death of that abominable tyrant Caius, was juftly 
applauded by the people in general, who lamented 
the death of fo diltinguifhed a patriot for the cauie 
of liberty and his country. 


Claudius not only pardoned Sabinus, but conti- 

Satinus, nued himin his command. The noble Roman, how- 

nousy pa ever, made no further ufe of his clemency, than to 

upon his Tid himfelf of a loathfome lite, by falling upon his 
own fword. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Liberality of Claudius to Agrippa. Commotiens an } 
the 0 Os Greeks. Shaitts of Claudius in bel 
of the Jews. 


ts firft precaution taken by Claudius, after 

his eftablifhment, was to difcharge from the 
army all thofe perfons whom he fufpected, whether 

in an official or private capacity. He then pub. 
lifhed an edict, confirming Agrippa in the poffef. Claudies 
fion of the kingdom conferred upon him by Cains, partial 
as an acknowledgment of his late fervices. He Astin 
added, moreover, to his dominions, Judeea and Sac 
maria; over which countries his grandfather Herod 

had reigned, reftoring them to him as the right of 

his family. But Abela, and the bordering lands 
upon Mount Libanus, that formerly belonged to 
Lyfanias, were beftowed upon him as an act of 
bounty out of his own territories. ‘(he articles of 
alliance between king Agrippa, and the people of 
Rome, were fet up in the middle of the forum, as a 
memorial to pofterity. He alfo took away from 
Antiochus the kingdom of which he was poffefed, 

but gave him a certain part of Cilicia and Coma. 
gena. He fet at liberty Alexander Lyfimachus, his 

old friend, and fuperintendant of the affairs of his 
mother Antonia, who had been imprifoned by Caius. 

He gave Bernice, the daughter of Agrippa, in 
contraét to his fon Marcus; who dying before the 
confummation of the marriage, Agrippa married 

her to his brother Herod, and obtained for him, of 
Claudius, the kingdom of Chalcis. 


About this time there was a rumule between the 4 wns 
Jews and the Greeks, in the city of Alexandria. tes 
Jpon thé death of Caius, during whofe reign the Jews 4 
Jews of Alexandria had been greatly oppreffed, ore 
they took up arms in vindication of ‘their rights, 
Claudius immediately fent an order to the governor 
of Egypt to ufe his utmoft endeavours to fupprels 
the tumult, and, at the requelt of the kings Agrippa 
and Herod, fent an edict to Alexandria and Syria, 
according to the following contents. 





“ Tiberius Claudius Cafar Auguftus Germanicus, 
** tribune and prince of the fenate, greeting: 


cc, Whereas we are given to underftand that the gaiast_ 
«, Jews of Alexandria have ever, trom time to time, Chasis 
«, enjoyed the Jame freedoms and privileges, from itl 
i former kings of ASgypt, incommon with the reft qigiscit. 
. of the inhabitants, as appears by feveral royal de- 
., orees,, and inftruments of record,’ at chis day ex- 
«, ant, in confirmation thereof; and likewife that 

thofe rights and benefits have been continued to 
“* them ever fince the annexing of that city by Au- 
sit guftus to ourempire; and fo tranfmitted uncon- 
troverted through Aquila’s days, and all the go- 

vernors of Alexandria fucceffively, that have 
“been fent thither; having liberty granted them, 
*¢ alfo by the fame Auguftus, upon the death of their 
* ethnarch, to fubftitute another in his ftead; en- 
“ joying the free exercife of their religion and dil- 
* cipline, without any moleftarion or controul: 


«| Now, for as much as Caius Czefar, in a blafphe- 
«, Mous excefs of madnefs, hath rigoroufly prefied 
<, Upon the Jews to worfhip him as a god, contrary 
SS to the good faith and honour of the imperial 
ce Brant, and in a maniteft violence upon their con- 
‘t iciences, and breaking into outrages againft the 
_, refufers, irritated a party of his own faction in 
i, Alexandria againit the Jews, their fellow-citt- 
‘zens; this is to declare ail thofe proceedings of, 
** Caius null and void, and the faid privileges of 
; the Jews to remain {till in full force and virtues 
« equiring and commanding, both the one anc 
the other, by ‘this our fovereign authority, £0 
_ live, as far as is poffible, in aright underftanding 
*“ together, without troubling the public_peace. 
Thele are the contents of the edict, and after this, 
in particular for Alexandria, there was another fent 
abroad by the fame prince, in favour of the Jews 
all over the empire, in thefollowing terms: . 

1 s Tiberius 
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“* Tiberius Claudius Caefar Auguftus Germani- 
cus, high-prieit, tribune of the people, and 
“* the fecond time contul elect, giveth co under- 
* ttand, that, 


“* Upon the requeft of the kings, Agrippa and 
Herod, our fingular good friends, for the fame 
liberty to che Jews all over the empire, in their 
** ways and worthip, chat we have already Granced 
“© them in Alexandria, we do heartily comply with 
** them in their defire,; not only tor the fake of the 
“ advocates, but outof a refpect alfo to the merits 
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spot all 66 
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** of the peuple, in acknowledgement of the friend 


* fhip and good offices they have ever rendered to 
** the ftate of Rome. Wherefore we judge it rea- 
* fonable to have them admitted to a fhare of the 
** common rights and benefits of all our cities, as 
** well Greels as other, and to enjoy them in as am- 
** ple a manner as they did in the reign of Auguttus 
* of bieiléd memory: And we do hikewile ordain, 
“ for the future, that, wherever they shall happen to 
“ be difperted within the dominion of our empire, 
“* they fhall be allowed togovern themfelves by their 
“¢ own laws, without any lett or interruption, pro- 
** vided thac they maké a modett ufe of this our 
“© grace and favour, without envying other people 
** the free exercile of their opinion, 10 long as they 
“© themfelves are allowed to enjoy the liberty of their 
“© own. 


“© This is what we have thought fit to declare: 
* And itis our willand command that thisour pro- 
“* clamation may be duly notified in all our Cities, 
** plantations, towns corporate, and all other parts 
“ yefpectively of our dominions, as well within ftaly 
“Sas wichout ; and copies thereof tran{mitted to all 
“* kings, princes, and governors under our jurif- 
* didticn ; and to ftand pofted upandexpoled for the 
“* {pace of thirty days co the view of all people.” 


CHAP. V, 


Claudius feuds Agrippa to bis government. 
depofes Theaphiins from the high priefthood, and con- 
fers that digitity upon Sinton. Complains to Petro- 
nits, governor of Syria, of a flatue dedicated to Cafar 
in the Synagogue of the “fers. 


CyAupi US Cwefar, by thefe edicts, having made 
~ known to the whole world the opinion he en- 
cip- tertatned of the Jews, fence away Agrippa to take 
pofleflion of his sovernment, after he had advanced 
him toa greater dignity than before, and given him 
letters Of Ipecial recommendation to the Governors 
and intendants of the provinces through which he 
was to pals, Having difpacched all previous buf. 
nels, with expedition anc accuracy, he haftened to 
jerufalem, where he acquitted himfelf of all his 
ioly vows, and offered facrilices according to the 
wow ttrictelt injunctions of the law. In com benfation 
veton for the fuflerings inflidted upon Aprippa by ‘Tibe. 
rus, Who had formerly commanded him to be ma- 
nacled with an iron ‘chain, Caius had prefcated 
him with a golden chain of equal weight. This 
chain Agrippa caufed to be fulpended within the 
limits of the temple, over the receptacle of the fa- 
cred. trealure, as a memorial af the feverity of his 
punithment, and che interpofition of Providence in 
his behalf, as well asa leffon to mankind, that the 
Jame Divine Power can exalt thole whom it dejeets, 
Phe chain reprefented, ar one and the fame view, 2 
‘prince made the sport of fortune, and a prifoner in 
‘tons, With his deliverance ane ¢exultacion to greater 
chenity than evers circum{tances exactly correlpond- 
ne with che hi 
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viciflicudes of human altairs. 


When Agrippa had attended to the duties of Di- 
Vine worthip, he depoted ‘Pheophilus from the high 
pricithood, and conferred that dignity on Simon, 
the fon Of Boethus, whofe furname was Canthara, 
and whole daneheer king Herod had married, Si- 
oe Pherelore, held the pontificate with his bre- 
ea ind with his father, in like manner as the fons 

SHDON, the lon of Onias, which were three, who 
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held it under the Macedonian government, as we 
have already fhewn. 


When the king had fettled the office of the high- 
prieflhood; he made it his next care to ackriowledge 
the refpeét and honour he had received from the in- 
habitants of Jerufalem, by omitting the tax upon 
houfes which’ they had formerly paid. He altd 
made Silas general of his forces, a man who had 
fared with him in many of his troubles. 


Soon after this, a ferof rafh, daring, and incon- 
fiderate youths, inhabitants of Doris, under colour 
of religion, had the hardinets to fet up a ftatue to 
Ceefar in the fynagogue of the Jews. This pro- 
ceeding highly incented Agrippa, as it evidently 
tended to the diffolution of the religion and laws of 
his country. _He therefore, without delay, applied 
in perion to Publius Petronius, then governor of 
Syria, accufing the people of Doris with an offence 
of the moit heinous nature. Petronius refenting 
the offence as much as Agri pa, as it tended to vio- 
late thofe laws which fhou regulate the conduct 
of mankind, expreffed his difpleafure in a letter to 


the people of Doris, couched in terms as follow in 
the next chapter. 


CHAP. VI. 


Petronins, iit @ letter, reproves the conduit Of the inba. 
bitants of Doris. Upon the removal of Simon from 
the high-prieftbood, it is offered to ‘Fonathan, who 
refifing i1, and recommending his brother Matthias; 


hets appointed. Marcus fuccecds Petronius as fover- 
nor of Syria. 
*¢ Publius Petronius, governar of Syria, by. the 
** appointment of ‘Tiberius Claudius Satlar 
Pp 


“<< Auguitus Germanicus, to the magiftrates of 
** Doris, grecting : 


HEVRIZAS J have received certain informa- 
tion, that, notwithftanding a full liberty 
** granted to the Jews, by an ediét of Claudius Ca: 
“ jar Auguitus Germanicus, to live according to 
“ che rules and preferiptions of their own laws, fome 
‘* of your people have been fo audacious as, in 
“* contempt of the faid imperial edit, to prophane 
** theirfynagogue, by ferting up Caelar’s ftatue there, 
“ to the feandal and affront of their religion; being 
“* not only an ufurpation upon the freedom Caelar 
* hath permitted thea: and a violence upon their 
S¢ confciences, but an indignity alfo to the di >nity 
* of Caefar himfelf: for his image fhould have 
“© been rather fet up in his own temple, than in ano- 
“ ther, efpecially in the fj nagogue, fince the em- 
“* peror himfelf hath found it meet and jutt to leave 
** every man matter within himfelf. Lihall fay no- 
Se aero my own orders in this affair, after fuch 
“an alfront put upon the authority of my matter, 
“ who has not only indulged the Jews in the matter 
“* of their religion, but granted them all the privi- 
“* leges of freemen likewife, in the cities where they 
st iaiabie in common with the Greeks. Now, fince 
“< fo itis, that this outrage hath mott certainly been 
* committed, and the majelty of Casfir infolently 
“© defpiled, and that you yourlelves difown an 
“ hand in the thing, ‘and fo curn it off to the |i. 
“* cence of a riotous rabble, this is co will and re- 
fe quire you, chat you fend by my officer, Vitellius 
** Proculns, fomeof the guilty serfons, to anfwer 
“* before me for what they havedone; oratlealt to 
*¢ tell him who they are; for you yourfelves will be 
* otherwife fulpected for parties to the fat. In the 
“" mean time, have a care of the public peace, and 
* of cthofe fedicious {pirits that would put all inco 
“a flame. Buc as for my dear matter and myfelf, 
“© there is nothings we Jay fo much to heart, ats to 
“ keep clear of giving the Jews any occafion or pre- 
text of being troublefome in their own defence, 
And now for your better fatisfaclion, what opinion 
“the emperor himlelf hath of this nuitter, I fend 
you hereunto annexed, a copy of his edict co the 
 Alexandrians, which my deare{t prince Agrippt 
“ fhewed 
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fhewed the (though every body kriew it already) 
as I was fitting upon the tribunal, pofitively re- 

uiring that all Ca:far’s conceffions to the Jews 
hould be made good. Wherefore Ido now 
charge and require it of you, for the future, to 
forbear all manner of feditious controverfies, and 
leave them to worfhip their God quietly in their 
own way.” ; 


ane 


Petronius, by thefe means, removed the griev- 
ance complained of by the Jews, and rendered the 
Greeks cautious of attempting the like infringe- 
ments for the future. 


Soon after this king Agrippa removed Simon 
from the high-priefthood, with an intent to transfer 
it co Jonathan, the fon of Ananus, as a perfon more 
deferving of that dignity. But he declined it, with 
due acknowledgment of the favour defigned him, 
obferving, ‘* that, fince God had been pleafed to 
judge him unworthy of holding it, he fhould con- 
tent himfelf with the honour of having once worn 
the facred habir belonging to it, as he could better 
juitify his entrance upon that holy function at firft, 
than he could now in re-affuming it, begging per- 
miffion to recommend a brother, a man uncorrupt 
in his morals, inoffenfive before God and man, and 
confequently better qualified for the important of- 
fice.’ The king was fo pleafed with the candour 
and modefty of Jonathan, that, with his advice, he 
transferred the pontificate to his brother Matthias. 
Much about the fame time Petronius was difmiffed 
from the government of Syria, and Marcus appoint- 
ed to fucceed him. 


CHAP. VII. 

The ambition of Silas is punifbed by Agrippa, who, at 
the conmand of Claudius, defifts from repairing Lhe 
alls of Ferufalem. Inftances of the liberality and 
magnificence of Agrippa. The pontificate token from 
Matthias, and transferred to Elioneus. Games and 
Soeétacles inftituted at Cefarca in honour of Claudius 
Cafar. Vanity of Agrippa, and adulation of the 
vulgar. He is reclaimed from bis folly by fevere 
judgments, and reproves his flatterers. His death, 
revenue, and offspring. The inhabitants of Cefarea 
and Sebafte revile bis memory. Claudius propafes his 
Jon as fucceffor, but, at the inftance of bis favourites, 
confers the government on Gufpius Fadus. 


ILAS, the king’s generaliffimo, prefuming on 
his fidelity to his mafter, and the very fingular 
perfonal fervices he had rendered him, as well as 
the great familiarity that had fubfifted between them, 
began to afpire at equality wich him, and di€tate to 
him on the moft important occafions, as if he abfo- 
Jurely thought himfelf entitled to a fhare in the go- 
yvernment. He took upon him to behave not only 
with unlimited freedom, but frequently with mani- 
feft infolence; boafting of his own merit, reminding 
the king of his former low eftate, and oftentatioufly 
reprefenting the good offices he had done him. 


An endlefs repetition of thefe circumftances could 
not fail to difguft the king, as it is difagreeable to- 
human nature to be réminded of unpleafing events; 
nor can any thing be more difingenuous than a per- 
pecual intimation of obligations. Silas perfifted in 
this arrogant behaviour folongas to incur the king’s 
difpleajure to fuch a degree, that he not only de- 
prived him of his commiffion, but fent him in bonds 
tohisown country. When his refentment, however 
began to fubfide, and he reflected on his feverity 
towards a man who had undergone fo many dangers 
and difficulties in his fervice, the anniverfary of his 
nativity approaching, he fent for Silas ta be prefent 
at the royal banquet. The general, being a man of 
a frank difpolition, and one that could not difguife 
his fentiments, efpecially where he thought he had 
reaton on his fide, obferved to the meffengers that 
brought the invitation, “ chat, nocwithftanding the 
apparent honour the king did him, his fit of com- 
placency, as he had often experienced, would not 
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laft long: that, after he had taken away not only 

his commiffion, but, as far as he could, his repu- s:, 
tation, he could not imagine that, aggrieved as he prouhy 
was, he could conceal fuch flagrant injuftice: that him. 
the world fhould know the diftreffes from which he 
had delivered him, and the difficulties and dangers 
he had encountered for his fake, as well as the re- 
wards he had received for his fervices ; a dungeon 
and a chain.” He then difmiffed the meflengers 
with advice, or rather orders, that they would carry 
back that aniwer to the king. This being done, 
and Agrippa finding his petulance incurable, com- 
manded him to continue in prifon. . 


Sites is ree 
manded to 
Pprifon, 


Agrippa now turned his thoughts towards the 
concerns of the city, and repaired the walls of thar 
part which was called the New Town at the public 
charge, making them much ftronger and higher 
than they were before. Such were his zeal and affi- 
duity, that, in the end, he would have rendered Je- 
rufalem impregnable, had not Marcus, the governor ciaudi: 
of Syria, given Claudius Ceefar cautionary notice of pus atop 
it; and the emperor, from fufpicion of attempts at ae te ft 
innovation, laid aperemptory cormmand on Agrippa, eee 
by letter, to defift from the work. 


The king of the Jews was of fo affable and ge- tineratity 
nerous a difpofition, that his greateft delight was of Agnpp. 
to difplay his munificence, and acquire fame by the 
extent of his bounty. He was a character in con- chanaen 
traft with that of Herod who reigned before him g of asripps 
the one being inflexibly rigid, implacably cruel, 2! Hes 
and notorioufly partial to the Greeks in preference 
to the Jews, as appears from his profufion of trea- 
fure upon foreign works, both in ftruéture and orna- 
ment, as baths, theatres, temples, galleries, pro- 
menades, and the like; whereas he was never known 
to have put himfelf to any extraordinary expence to 
aggrandize the nation of the Jews. Agrippa, on 
the contrary, was gentle and beneficent, the com- 
mon father of mankind’; but particularly attached 
to the welfare and intereft of his country. He 
made Jerufalem his conttant refidence, ftriétly con- 
formed to the rites and ceremonies of his religion, 
without the corruption of a prophane and fuperiti- 
tious mixture; nor did he fuffer a day to pafs with- 
out its appointed facrifice. 


Notwithftanding the very refpectable character , ...,., 
Agrippa had juftly acquired, one Simon, a pro- Aiwa 
feflor of the law, endeavoured to vilify him. ‘The ated y «# 
king being abfent at Cefarea, this man took occafion, Sim 
ina public aflembly, to reflect on him, as not living 
according to the maxims and precepts of the Jewifh 
religion, and therefore deferving of exclufion from 
the temple. One of Agrippa’s principal officers 
fent him information of the charge alledged againft 
him by Simon, who was immediately cited to ap- 
pear before the king. At the time of his arrival, 
Agrippa happening to be in the theatre, called to 
him, and afked him, in a gentle tone, “* if he knew, 
of any thing he had done contrary to the laws of 
his country.” Simon, having no reply to make in |, ps 
juftification of his charge, with confufion of face hin. 
implored his pardon, which the king granted be- , 
yond all expectations; and, to confit m his character, 
added to this fingular proof of his clemency as re- 
markable an inftance of his bounty, valuing him- 





’ {elf more upon the exercife of mercy than power, 


and efteeming it more worthy a king to be humane 
than imperious. : 

All the different places through which he pafied Aerie 
had fome traits of ‘his bounty and magnificences Mies 
but Berytus far above the rett: for there he erected, wy: 0 
at an immenfe charge, a ftately theatre, an amphi-» 
theatre, with feveral baths and porticos, fparing no ™™ 
coft to render the refpective edifices finifhed models 
of perfection. The pomp of the dedication of chele 
eminent buildings was equal to the ftatelinefs of 
them, as the entertainments of the theatre were 
compofed of moft. pleafing variety. In the amphi- 
theatre were expofed the combats of gladiators; hr 
man to man; and after that whole troops of con- 
demned malefactors, tothenumberof feven hundred 
oneach fide. This might be deemed an execution 
ot juftice in the form of a battle, as they were & 
deftroyed, to the very laft man. ° 

Agripp4 
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Agrippa, having difplayed thele fignal proofs of 





Asripp? - iE 
mars:  generofity and magnificence ac Berytus, paffed to 
cruy Sor Liberais, a cicy ‘of Galilee, where he received ho- 
“eat ours from several kings. There was s\ntiochus, 


ky 
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king of Comagena; Sampfigeran, king ef Umata; 
Cotys, king of the Leffler Armenia: Volemon, 2 
petty prince; and Herod, brother of Agrippa, and 
king of Chalcis. Thele were treated with a mag- 
nifcent hofpitalicy, becoming the dignity of the 
hotl and the guelts; while it redounded to the ho- 
nour of Agrippa, to be held worthy of fo many 
royal vifits. : During the abode of thefe’kings with 
him, Marcus, the governor of Syria, came over to 
hinyy and Agrippa, to prelerve the reipect due to 
the fovereignty of the empire, went feven furlongs 
outof the city to meet him. But this proved even- 
tually che occalion of a milunderitanding between 
wees him and the governor; for as the kings accompa- 

“nied him, Marcus, oblerving fuch apparent fricnd- 
han it. thip amongit them, began to think the public fatety 
cor might be in danger from the afioctation of fo many. 
%  potentates, and therefore fent mefiengers to each of 
them, enjoining them to depart:without delay, 
which gave Agrippa fuch offence, that he was never 
after reconciled to him. Whe pontificate was now 
taken from Matthias, and conterred upon Uliena- 
us, the ton of Cithacus. 
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Agrippa, in the third year of his reign over all 

udaa, came to the city of Cefarea, formerly called 
the Tower of Straton, where he exhibited games and 
thews in honour of Caefar. ‘Vhis fettival drew to- 
gether great numbers of perfons, of the firlt rank, 
from all parts of the province. On the fecond day 
the king went co the theatre in moft fumptuous and 
magnificent apparel, his veftment being of the moft 
curious contexture, and fo interwoven with gold and 
filver, as well as ornamented with jewels of fuch bril- 
liancrefulgence, that it dazzled the eyes of the fpec- 
tators to {uch a degree, as to infpire chem with vene- 
Heiter ration, Some fawning flattcrers, indeed, addrefled 


Agtippe ate 
hibitsgames 
at Colac, 


Seniesa: Hind as a god, imploring him to pardon the fins of 
a gud. their ignorance, in thinking him a mere mortal, 


whereas they were now convinced there was an ex- 
cellency in his nature more than human. The king 
neither rebuked them nor fpurned their impious’ 
adulation; but while he was gratifying his vanity to 
Toman this excefs, he efpied an ow] perched on arope over 
oma he his head, which, Re foon found to be a prefage of ill 
muha to him now, as it had been of good heretofore. He 
tos, fell into an extremity of internal pains, and turning 
to many about him, thus addreffed them: “* Behold 
“© your god is condemned to die, and thereby prove 
“* the fallacy of profligate flatterers, and convince 
** the world that he is not immortal. I have had 
no reafon to envy the happinefs of any prince upon 
the face of the earth, but yer have afpired beyond 
the {phere of human nature. The will of heaven, 
however, be done.” 


The mai. At thefe words, his pains increafing, he was re- 
tele toi moved to the palace; and it was rumoured through. 
rear Out the city, that the king was at the point of 

* death. The multitude was fo affected thereby, that 
men, women, and children, puton fackcloth, accord- 
ing to cuftom, and joined in fervent pplrearions 
for the recovery of the king, who, looking down 
from his apartment in the palace, could not for- 
bear weeping at the fighs of the mourners proftrate 
upon the pavement below. After ftruggling with 
the acuteft pains, without an interval of eafe, for five 
fucceffive days, he departed this life in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age, and feventh of his reign. He 
ruled the firft four years under the emperor Caius; 
(the three former of them under the tetrarchy of 
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joy for the death of the king. 
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Philip, and the fourth under chat of Llerod,) the 

three daft under that of Claudius, who, to che go- 
vernment of Judsea, added thoft of Samaria and Ce- 

farea. His yearly revenue was computed at twelve His revenue 
millions of drachmz:; yet he was fo profutely libe- 

ral, that his income, not being adequate to his ex- 

pences, he frequently borrowed great fums. Before sitisistiin 
his death was made public, Chelcias, one of his @e- at dhe ine 
nerals, and [erod, prince of Chalcis, both of them freee! 
mortal foes to Silas, fee Arifton to flay him in chevice, 
pains as if it had been done by the king’s com- 

mand. ie Wn gk wee ae . 

This Was the,end of king Agrippa,| who left. be- 
hind hinva ion cf his own pame, a youth in the fe- 
venteeth year of his age, and tliree daugheers. Be. His oft 
renice, che eldelt, at che age of fixteen, was married 1" 
to Herod, his father’s brether. Mariamne wis con- 
tracted co Julius Archelaus, cheionof Chelcias; and 
Drufilla to Epiphanes, the ion of Antiochus, king 
of Comagena. 

When the death.of king Agrippa was publicly taatitute 
known, the people of Celarea and Sebatte, forget ory reerls 
ting the obligations he had laid upon them by fo Sng sebute 
many inftances of his liberality, vilified his memory t the me- 
with the foulelt afperfions. “A band of foldiers mys! 
carricd away the ftatues of his daughters our of the 2" 
palace into the public brothels, and reviled and ridi- 
culed their characters in a manner too indecent to 
be related. They alfo celebrated fettivals, with gar- 
lands on their heads, ointments and libations, to 
Charon; and drank to one another in token of their 
Nay, they were not 
only unmindful of Agrippa, who had fo abundantly 
extended his Hberality to them, but of his @rand- 
father Herod alfo, who had himfelf rebuilt their 
cities, and raifed then: temples and harbours ata 
valt expence. 

Agrippa, the fon of the deceafed, was at this time Clondiny ir 
at Rome, and trained up in the court of Claudius, pote ee 
who no fooner had intelligence of the death of his grey” 
father, and the indignities offered to his memory, by ssippa to 
the inhabitants of Cefarea and Sebalte, than he ex. tereed hic 
prefled great forrow tor the Jofs of Agrippa, and re- “"" 
fentment of the ingratitude. He then determined to 
fend away the fon to fucceed his father in the king- 
dom, purfuant to the oath he had taken, and agrec- 
able to the laws of cquity and reafon. But his friends 
reprefenting to him the danger of repofing a truft nines 
in the hands of an inexperienced youth, that was by his 
equal to the beft abilities in the empire, he was di- {4 
verted from his purpofe, and, through their infinua- 
tions, gave the whole governmenttoCufpius adus, 
with this deference to the memory of the deceafed, 
that he fhould by no means introduce Marcus, who 
had been at variance with him, into any office with- 
in his jurifdiction. He alfo gave Fadus exprefs 
charge to chaftife the inhabitants of Cefarca and Se- 
bafte moft feverely for the indignities they had of- 
fered to the memory of the deceafed, and the dif- 
grace they had put upon the characters of his daugh~- 
ters. He gave orders that he fhould fend away the 
troops which were in thofe two citics ro Pontus, 
and detach a body of chofen men out of the Roman 
legions in Syria to fupply their places. But this 
lait order was not obeyed; for Claudius was pre- 
vailed upon, with humble {upplication, to continue 
thofe troops ftill in Judzea. Thele very men be- 
came the fource of the great calamities that after- 
wards befel the Jews, and fowed thofe feeds of dif- 
fention, from which fprang the war under the 
government of Florus, infomuch that Vefpafian, 
though conqueror, was obliged to tranfport them 
our of that country. 
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[Including a Period of about Twenty-one Years.] 





CHAP. I. 

Claudius appoints Caffius Longinus to the government of 
Syria. Diffentions between the Fews and Philadel- 
phians. Tholomeus, leader of a band of robbers, 
‘put to death. Agrippa, fon of the late king, moves 
Claudius in favour of the Fews. Fofeph appointed 
high-prich. : 


PON the death of king Agrippa, Claudius 


Conia Czefar appointed Caifius Longinus fuc- 
made go- ceffor to Marcus in the government of 
vernor of Syria, out of refpect to the memory of 
Sytlts his deceafed friend, who, in his life time, had often 
requefted, by letters, that he would remove Mar- 

cus from his office. 
When Cufpius Fadus entered upon his command 
in Judzea, he found great contentions prevail be- 
Quarrel be- tween the Jews beyond Jordan, and the Philadel- 
Jews and hians, about the bounds of a {mall village, called 
Philadel- Mais. the inhabitants of which were a brave and 
phians. warlike people. The Jews of Perea had taken up 
arms, without any colour of authority from their 
- fuperiors, and kilied ieveral of the Philadelphians. 
Fadus was fo incenfed at this feditious iniolence, 
that he caufed three of the ringleaders to be put in 
‘Three of Chains, Annibas, Amaram, and HEleazar. The 
the ring.  firlt was-afterwards put co death, and the other two 


leaders pur were banifhed. 
nifhed. 


Soon after this Tholomaus, the notorious leader 

Thole. |, Of a band of robbers, who had committed ravages in 
ofthe rob. Ldumeea and Arabia, was broughtto him in chains, 
bers, putte and fentenced to death ; nor was any thing wanting 
oe on the part of Fadus to clear the country of thele 
planderers. He tent after this co the prieils and ru- 

Jers of Jerufalem, and fhewed them Ceclar’s man- 

date, requiring that the veitments peculiarly belong- 

ing co the high-priett fhould be depofited in the 

eaitle of Antonia, and there remain in the cuftody 

of the Romans, as they had done in former times. 

‘Phe Jews durlt not difpure the commands of the 


emperor, and therefore chofe to make refpectful 
application to Fadus and Longinus (who had his 
troops about him by way of fecurity) for permiffion 
to move Claudius upon that point, and refpite the 
proceeding til] chey might receive the emperor’s an- 


fwer. This requeft was granted, upon condition of 


delivering up their fons for hoftages in the mean 
time, to which they readily agreed, and the depu- 
ties proceeded on their embafly. 


Agrippa, being then in Romeat the courtof Ca- 
far, and having timely notice of their arrival and 
bufinets, ‘petitioned Crefar in behalf of the Jews, 
that the facred veftments might remainin their own 
poffeflion, and that he would vouchfafe to fignity 
his pleafure to Fadus by an order to that purpofe. 
Claudius, upon this, fent for the deputies into his 
prefence, and having told them chat he had granted 
their requeft, and- called upen them to thank 
Agrippa for his interpofition in their behalf, gave 
them the following letter. 


* Claudius Cafar Germanicus, tribune of the 
“* people, the fifth time conful eleét, the fourth 
** time emperor, and the father of his country, 
** the renth time, to the fenate, the people of 
“ Jerufalem, and the whole nation of the Jews, 
** greeting: ; 


‘© Whereas we are given to underftand by our 
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up as tender as aur own child, that you have 
fent us your deputies (which deputies he hath alfo 
prefented to us) with acknowledgment of our 
con{tant cares for the good of your people, and 
likewile with your earneit defire of having the 
pontifical robes and ornaments in your own cul- 
tody ; wedo freely grant ye your requeft, in fuch 
manner as was formerly allowed you ih the days 
of that excellent perfon Vitellius, our very dear 
friend. And be it further known unto you, that 
we have defcended to thefe conceffions, partly out 
of a motive of piety, it feeming unto us a rea- 
fonable thing for all men freely to enjoy the reil- 

he gion 
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dearly beloved Agrippa, whom we have trained he fen 
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“ gion of their country, and partly to gratify king 
« Tderod and ché young Arifiobulus, whole triend- 
“ thip we have a greac value for, upon the certain 
« Liowledge of the trieadfhip they both have tor 
us. ; hed 
« We have written to our lieutenant Cufpius Fa- 
dus about this matter, by Cornelius, the fon of 
Ceron; ‘Lryphon, the fon of 2 heudion; boro- 
theus, the fon of Nathanael ; and John, the fon 
of john. Dated the 4th of the calends of july: 


Rtirus and Pompeius Sylvanus confuls.” 
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prince of Chalcis, petitioned Claudius Caelar for 
the charge of the temple and holy creafure, with 
the privilege of appointing the high-prieft. AL 
this was granced him, and the power continued in 
the family till the end of the Jewith war. 7 his 
prince removed Canchara from the pontificate, and 
appointed Joieph, the fon of Canwus, to fucceed 
him. 


CHAP. I. 

Helen, queen of Adiabena, and her fon Izates, em- 
brace the Fewifh religion. Leal of lzates for their 
vites and ceremonies. Lleazar, a profeffor of the Mo- 


Jfaic law, enforces the neceffity of circumcifion. The 
hing Isates is convinced, and complies with it. A 


dreadful fanine in Fernufalem, Liberal contributi- 
ous of tbe queen and Izates for the relief of the inba- 
ditants. Coufpiracy againft drtabanus, king of Par- 
thia, Izates interpofes in his bebalf. Gratitude of 
trtabanus. His death. Vardanes, bis fou and fue- 
ceffor, preffes Inmates to a war with the Romans. 
Makes war upon Izates, is cut off by bis own people, 
and the government transferred to his brother. Izates 
deteds @ confpiracy, and punifbes the leaders. Izates 
involved in various aifputes. [Tis fingilar inodefty, 
piety, and humility. “Death of lzates, and fucecffion 








of Moncbafas. Death of Helen, woo, with her for, 
is interred at Ferufalem. Punifbnrent of Theredas, 
e falfe prophet. ; 
Queen Te. BOUT this time Helen, queen of Adiabena, 
on and 


and Izates, her fon, embraced the Jewifh re- 
ligion upon the following occafion. Monobatus, 
king of Adiabena, became enamoured of his filter, 
and took her to wife. As he was repofing one night 
in the term of her pregnancy, he fancied he hearda 
voice admonifhing him to be cautious, left, by any 
preffure, he might hurt the infant, which was de- 
figned by Providence as a bleifing to mankind. Vhe 
voice ftarrled him; and when he awoke, he related 
the circumftance to his queen. The child, at the 
birth, proved to bea male; and the father gave him 
the name of Izates. He had another fon by the fame 
princefs, whom he called after his own name, as 
well as feveral children by other wives; but his af- 
fection concentered in Izates. 
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_ This partial preference in the king, excited the 
Jealouly and envy of the reft of the brothers. The 
King at firlt took no notice of it, hoping that, 
through his own prudent conduct, thefe paffions, 
by degrees, would fubfide; but Snding them, on 
the contrary, rather increafe, he thought it expe- 
dient, by way of fecurity, to remove Izates from 
the palace, and indeed thekingdom. He therefore 
difpatched him, with a particular recommendation, 
and fumptuous prefents, to Abennerigus, at the fort 
of Spafinus, who efteemed him fo highly, that he 
Save him his daughter Samachas in marriage, with 
4 very extenfive portion of land as her dowry. : 





“nen, 


+ Sa 


nw 


Monobafus being advanced in years, 
ending the approach of his diifolution, had a great 
defire to fee his darling fon, and therefore fent for 
him to that purpofe. Upon his arrival he embraced 
him with the tendereft affeGtion, and beltowed,upon 
im the province of Czeron, a fpot famous for aro- 
Matic plants; and particularly for the remains of 
Noah’s ark that efcaped the deluge, and were there 
expofed to view. Izates took up his refidence in this 
ag 


and appre- 
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Herod, brother of the deceafed Agrippa, and- 
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‘place during the life of his father. Bu 
very day of the king’s deceaie, queen Helen callec 
her great officers o1 flare and conmmanders together, 

and thus addrefled them: ‘** J need not inforin yeu 

“* that the late king, my hufband, defigned Izates 

for his fucceffor, as etleeming him or all his fons 

mofgt worthy of that honour. ‘However, I wait 

your determination, as the happinefs of a prince 
depends not on the approbation of an individual, 

but the fullrages of the people in general.” ‘This 
courteous addrels was delivered to found their opi- 

nion. It had a very good effeét; for the council had 

ne feoner heard of it, than, with the profoundeit 
reverence, according to the cultom of the country, 

they declared themielves unanimouily difpoied to 
advance Izates to the throng, being fully latisfied 

that it was agreeable to his father chat ic thould be 

fo, as the perlon of his family he accounted ‘beit 
qualified for that dignity. ‘Fhey affured her that >, 

the people were in his iaterett ; and that chemlelves tages de- 
were not only ready to acknowledge him for their clus fee 
fovereign, but, in cafe of any danger from the pre- “"°" 
tenlions of brothers, to obviate fuch obitacles, and 

pave him a fate and ealy pafiage to the throne, 


The queen moft gratefully acknowledged this 

zeal and affection; but could by no means conlent 

to the effufion of any blood, till Izates fhould be 
confulted upon that point. When the council found 

the queen thus difpoled, they urged, however, that, 

for the better fecurity of the new king, they might 

be kept in 1afe cultody, and fome other perfons, that 

the queen fhould beft approve of, entruited with the 
adminiltration in his ablence. The queen approved Mis brother 
“the propofal, and made choice of Monobatus, the Monetutus 
elder brother, for the viceroy, fet the crown upon his *preinted 
head, gave him his father’s figner, and committed : 
the care of the government into his hands, till his 

brother fhould come to take it himfelf. Izates did 

not long delay after he heard of his father’s death, 

and immediately on his arrival Monobatus refigned 

his charge. 

While Izates refided at the fort of Spafinus, a 

certain Jewifh merchant, by name Ananias, having 
‘introduced himfelf to fome of the female attend- 

ants belonging to the court, inftructed them in the 
knowledge of the true God, and the rites and cul- 

toms of the Jewifh religion. By thefe means he be- 

came acquainted with Yzates, whom he converted \arc)¢ 
to the fame religion, and attended in his journey to the fewith 
Adiabena, whither his father fene to fee hima fhort religion. 
time before his death. Queen Helen was alfo con- 4, 4 queen 
verted to our profeffion by another Jew. Izates, iteen’ 
upon his return to Adiabena, was much concerned 

to find his brothers, and others of his kindred, pri- 
fonersthere. His confcience recoiled at the idea of 
either putting them to death, or keeping them in 
chains. On the other hand he thought it might be 
dangerous to fet them at liberty under provocation Jystes 
to revenge; fo that he prudently fieered a middle (oye 
courfe, and fent them away tor hoftages; part, with and Art. 
their children, to Rome, to Claudius Cazlar; others ban. 
to Artabanus, king of Parthia. 


When Izates began to find how highly ‘his mo- 
ther approved of the Jewifh mode of worfhip, he 
chOvgHt jt an incumbent duty to make public pro- 
feffion of his religion; and fuppofing he could not 
be in reality a Jew, without undergoing the form of 
circumcifion, determined co perfect the work, by ini- 4, gegiouy 
tiating himfelf with that ceremony. His mother of being 
endeayoured to divert him from it, apprehending ¢ircumcifed 
that ic would be attended with dangerous confe- 
quences. ‘To this end fhefuggeited to him, ** chat 
* his fubjeéts would renounce their allegiance, if 
*¢ they heard that their king had embraced another 
*© religion, and that eoey would never endure a Jew 5. a 

; °° Ph: “n . . c ig dif. 

upon the throne.” This diMuafive fufpended the fuadea 
execution of his purpofe; and, in the mean time, he frem u. 
advifed upon the point with Ananias, who affured 
him he entirely coincided in opinion with his mo- 
ther, and threatened to leave him if he perfifted jn 
his refolution. Ananias very pertinently obferved, 
‘© that, ifthe matter fhould become publia, he him- 
“© felf would be the greareft fufferer, as the auchor 
* of this change, and incur the ftigmaof a ae 

an 
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and public enemy: befides, that religion being 
an aét of the heart, God might be worfhipped in 
{incerity and truth, without the external ceremony 
or circumcifion, upon principles of obedience to 
the precepts of Mofes; and thac God would dif- 
penfe with the omiffion of the operation, when 
the peace and fatety of his dominions would be 
endangered by the obfervance of it.” This per- 
fuafive mode of argument prevailed with the king 
according to the defire of his mother. 


«ce 
ae 
ee 
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But the king foon wavering in_his opinion, it 


. happened ina fhort time, that there came a Jew 


Eleazarpre- 
sails with 

lzates to be 
circumcited 


Queen Me- 
Jen gees to 
Jerufalem. 


Relievesthe 
diftrefed in 
atime of 
famine. 


Tyates con- 
tributes to 
their relief. 


A confpi- 
racy againtt 
Artabanus, 
who takes 
refuge with 
T2ates. 


out of Galilee, whofe name was Eleazar, a man 
verfed in the Mofaic laws. This Eleazar being in- 
troduced to Izates, as he was reading in the penta- 
teuch, thus addrefied him: ‘* You do not confider, 
«© king, how great an injury you do to the law, 
© and how heinous an offence you offer to God, in. 
* knowing his will without obeying it. How long 
«* will you continue in a itate of uncircumcifion ? 
“© TF you have not yet met with the law that requires 
* it, read on, that you may be convinced of the 
* enormity of your crime in the omiflion of it.” 
This addrefs of Eleazar wrought fo powerfully on 
the king, that he immediately retired to a drawing- 
room, and underwent the operation. _He then fent 
for, and gavé information of the tranfaction, to his 
mother and Ananias, who difcovered the greateft 


attonifhment and apprehenfion, left the difcovery | 


fhould hazard the lols of his kingdom, or bis fub- 
jeéts would not endure a prince of anorher religions 
and alfo left themfelves fhould be fubject to dan- 
ger, or be the fuppofed abettors of the innovation. 
‘But Providence mercifully interpofed in their behalf, 
by delivering Izates out of great perplexities, and, 
indeed, defperate extremities, in order to demon- 
ttrate chat piety and virtue fhall never go unreward- 
ed, and that the greac dilpofer of all events will 
never forlake thofe who put themfelves under his 
care and protection. 


When queen Helen had the happinefs of feeing 
her fon fetcled in the peaceable poffeffion of his 
‘crown, and finding he had acquired the reputation, 
both at home and abroad, of a prince highly fa- 
voured of God and man, the was much inclined to 
vifit the city of Jerufalem, in order to worfhip and 
facrifice in that temple, which was fo famous all 
over the world. Ler ion moit cordially gave his 
confent, furnifhed her amply with money and every 
other neceffary for her voyage, and conducted her 
fome days upon her way. , 


She arrived at Jerufalem in an happy hour for 
the citizens, as fo dreadful a famine prevailed at 
that time, that multitudes were perifhing for want 
of bread. Their diftrefs was no fooner made known 
to this benevolence princefs, than fhe fent feveral of 
her train, fome to one place, and {ome to another, 
to fearch for relief; infomuch thar, in a fhort time, 
great quantities of wheat were brought from Alex- 
andria, and dried figs from Cyprus, which fhe im- 
mediately caufed to be diftributed among the poor, 
and thereby acquired immortal honour throughout 
our nation. Iter fon Izates likewife, on receiving 
intelligence of the famine, fent great benefactions 
in money, tothe rulers of Jerufalem, for the ufe 
of their poor: but a detail of thele royal bounties 
will be more properly introduced in another place. 


Artabanus, king of Parthia, perceiving thatacom- 
bined party of powerful and factious nobility had 
formed a plot againtt him, determined to apply to 
Izates for his advice, affiftance, and protection, in his 
then embarraffed firuation. Accordingly, having 
colleéted about a thoufand of his kindred and fer- 
vants, he proceeded, and met Izates by the way. 
He had no perfonal knowledge of him, but ima- 
gined him to be the prince to whom he was repair- 
ing, by the magnificence of his retinue. On advanc- 
ing near, he faluted him with reverential awe, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the country, and then 
made known his circumftances in words to this ef- 
fect: “* Behold, great prince, your humble fuppli- 
“cant, nor defpife the object of your gencrous 


**compafmion. it has been my fortune to be caft 
. I 


_words, Izates fet Artabanus on his own horie, and with ds 
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“¢ down from the throne of majefty to a private and 

“ obfcure ftate, which has compelled me to have 

“ recourle to your benevolence for fuccour. OF 

“¢ this I cannot defpair from a prince fo well ac. 
* Guainted with the viciffircudes of human affairs, 
and conicious that my cafe may be your own, as 
“ your prefent degree of elevation is as mine for- 
“ merly was.. I might obferve, that it tends to 
** the common interelt of princes to aid each other. 
“as the fuccefs of one rebellion becomes a prece- 
* dent for another, by emboldening dilaffected fub. 
“jects.” Thefe words were accompanied with 
“tears, and a dejected countenance. 


Izates, by.this time, perceived his petitioner was , 

no lefs than Artabanus, king of Parthia ; fo that dif- (eae 
mounting, he requefted him to collect his feattered prosits 
fpirits, and contole himfelf with this affurance, thar {2™ 
the malady was not paft relief, and that Providence aa 
would put a fpeedy end to his diitrefs.. He added, 

that he fhouid find in him a more effectual affiftant 

than he could poffibly have expected, as it was his 
determined refolution to fee him_reftored tc his 
crown, or give up his own. After faying thele q.4, 50 








walked on foot by his fide, in honour of a king he greatet x 
hi 9 fped 
owned to be greater than himfelf. But Artabanus 
blufhed at the compliment, and {wore by all the 
hopes he had of recovering his dignity and fortune, 
that he would difmount, unlets the other would take 
an horfe and go before him. Izates, in compliance 
with his refolution, ordered another horfe, and con- 
duéted him to his palace, with all the deference and 
honour one prince could pay to another. He gave 
him the precedence in all places private and public, 
re{peéting his former glory and dignity, without the 
leait degradation from his change of forcune; wifely 


confidering it as the common lot of mortals to be 
exalted one day, and dejected another. 


His mind being intent on rendering the promifed wr 
fervices to Artabanus, Izates wrote a preffing letter the tu: 
tothe Parthians to receive their kingagain, engaging ™» & © 
his honour for their indemnity, and affuring them, (rine 
that all patt injuries fhould be forgiven and for- 5 
gotten. ‘he Parthians did not abfolutely refule, 
but pleaded, by way of excule, that they had tran!- 
ferredthe crown to Cinnamus, and thereby prevent- 
ed themfelves from receiving Arrabanus again ; ad- 
ding, that the very attempt of fuch a revocation 
would lay the foundation of an inteftine commotion. 
Cinnamus, being of a generous and grateful difpo- 
fition, and having been educated under the imme- 
diate care and infpection of Artabanus,, informed 
him ina letter, that if he would return, he would 
himfelf be anfwerable for his reception and fecurity. 
Artabanus, upon this affurance, returned. | Cinna- cians. 
mus met him on the way, paid him reverence in form, whos? 
faluted him in the ftile of king, took the crown from 
off his own head, and placed it upon the head of hie 
Artabanus. This was the manner in which he was : 
reftored to the kingdom, through the means_of $' 
Izates, after he had been expelled from it by a fac- 5.5. 
tion of his own people. Arcabanus exprefied his 
gratitude to his benefactor, by a return of all ho- 
nourable duty and refpeét. . He gave him the pri- 
vilege of wearing the Tiara upright, and to fleep upon 
a golden bed, which are marks of honour peculiar 
to the king of Parthia. He beftowed upon him the 
country of Nifibis, formerly belonging to the king 
of Armenia, a large and fruirful territory, and fa- 
mous for the ancient city of Antioch, afterwards 
called Mygdonia, that che Macedonians had erected 
there. ‘Uhefe were the acknowledgments which 
Jzates received from Artabanus, in confideration 














of the good offices he had rendered him. 









Artabanus dying foon after, appointed his fon vx 
Vardanes to fucceed him in his kingdom, who 1! 
mediately tampered with Izates to draw him into, 
war with the Romans. But Izates was too well ac: 
quainted with the ftrength and conduét of thole : 
people to be drawn into a league again{t fo power!u 
anenemy. Befides, having fivefons trained upamong 
them, to learn their language and difcipline, he had 
fome tie of honour upon him, as well as diferetions 


to reject tuch a propofal. As he was himfelf or 
yin 






Boox XX. 
yvinced of the impropriety of this undertaking, he 
endeavoured co divert Vardanes from it, by repre- 
fenting the extraordinary ttrength and proweis of 
the Romans. But fo far was the Parthian from 
being difcouraged_ by the pomp of werds, that he 
made war immediately upon fzates. Providence, 
however, fo ordered matters for the humbling, his 
vanity, that he was convinced of the advantages he 
would hence derive from giving up the enterprize. 
When the Parthians found Vardanes bent upon a 
war with the Romans, they took their opportunity 
tocut him off, and committed the government to 
his brother Gatarza, who was after taken olF by 
treachery too, and his brother Vologeles fuceceded 
him. He divided the government between his two 
brothers by the father’s fide. Pacorus, the elder, 
had Media; and Viridates, the younger, had Ar- 
menia. 

Monobafus, the brother of the king,-obferving 
his exemplary piety and virtue, the bleflings that ac- 
tended his general conduct, and che univerial elteem 
he acquired thereby, became defirous of renounc- 
ing the religion of their country, and embracing 
that of the Jews. When this was made known to 
the grandees of the kingdom, they were not a little 
difpleated, but ftifled their refentment till a proper 
opportunity for fhewing it. ‘To this end they wrote 
to «bias, king of Arabia, and tempted him, with 
large promiles of money, to make war upon their 
prince, with ajolemn affurance that, upon the very 
firtt encounter, they would defert him, becaufe they 
were determined to punifh him for having abandon. 
ed the religion of his country. ‘hey entered into a 
league with the Arabian king, and prefled him to 
proiecute che defign without delay. Abias com- 
plied with their defire, and forthwith marched with 
a confiderable army again{t Izates. At the frit on- 
fet, before they came toa clofe engagement, the army 
of tzates, according to former aflurance, delerted the | 
figld as ina panic of contternation, without fo much 
as {triking an effetive blow. Izates, by this time, 
found himlelé evidently betrayed, but retreated with - 
out diforder to his camp, where, upon {trict en- 
quiry into the caule of this defertion, he difcovered 
it to be a manifeft creafon betwixt his people and 
the enemy, deteéted fome of the confpirarors, and 

a punithed them according to their deferts. The day 
4 following he went in purfuit of Abias, routed him, 
made a great Naughter of part of his army, put the 
re(t to Hight, and drove their king to the cattle of 
‘Arfanus, which he cook by florm, rifled, and carri- 
cd oF vait boory, and returned in triumph to Adi- 
abena. Abias, finding himfelfencompafled onevery 
ficle, Fell by his own tword. 

. Vhegrandces of Adiabena, however, though they 
failed in their firlt attempt, and were now at the 
mercy of the king, would not defift,; butina fup- 
rlcatory letter co Vologetes, then king of Parthia, 
ivqueited him to take them under his protection, rid 
ticm ar Izates, and appoinc fome potentate of his 
ewn nation to rule over them; obferving, that their 
king had incurred an univertal odium, by apofta- 
Uzing trom che religion of his country. 
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The Parthian king,.upon this application, com- 
Menced huitilities againtt Izates, without any co- 
louruble pretence. Flis firft ftep was a revocation 
of ail the honours and privileges which his father 
had conferred upon him, together with a menace of 
Immediate war, if he dared co difpute his plea- 
fare. Uhis at Arft alarmed Izates, who deemed it 
reproachful to be terrified into a refignation of thofe 
iivueges he lo honouraby poffefed and deferved. 
serfuaded that fubmiffion to the Parthian would 
aval hin nothing, he came to a determinate refolu- 
Uen of committing his caufe to Providence, and, in 

Cependance on the Divine aid, of fetting hfe, 
honour,and fortune, upon the iMfue of a battle. Thus 
relolved, he fecured his wives and children in a 
itrong caftle, laid up ftores of corn in his magazine, 
burnt and deftroyed all the forage about him, and 
pue nintelr ina pofture to receive the enemy. The 
c23 of Parthia had raifed a formidable army of 
wore and foot, with great expedition, and pirched 
"5 cuinp upon the bank of a river that parts Adia- | 
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bena fromm Media. Izates encartiping alfo not far 
from thence with a bedy of fix thoufand horte, 
Vologeits gave him to underitand by a meflengery rygtent 
that he was now advancing againit him with the treats of 
whole force of the empire, from Baétria to Tue the ee 
phrates, to cha(tite him tor his ingratitude to his “’" #"s- 
matter, impioutly obferving, that the god whem he 
adored could not deliver him out of his hands. 

_ Izates replicd to the meRetnger, that he was fenfible atoden ana 
of che fuperioricy of the king of Parthia in point of pious repty 
numbers, and as fenfible that he was under the pro- & ' 
tection of an omnipotent Gad, who was infinitely 
above all che controul of human power. 


TILE 


With this declaration he difmiffed the meffenger, 
and profirating himielf, with his wivesand children, 
ina tuppliant pofture, thus offered up his prayer ro 
the Father of mercies to this effect : 


“* Great God, and Governor of the univer, His prayer. 
* whom none of thy creatures ever terved-in vain, 
* vouchfate in mercy to look down upon thy fer. 
© vant, who hath now wholly cath himtel£ upon thy: 
* Almighty power and intinite goodnels. Delivey 
“© him out of the hands of his enemies, reprels their 
“ prefumptuous boldnets, for the vindication of 
** thine own honour, and avenge thyleli upon them, 
** for their blafphemous defiance of thine omnipo- 
** tence.” 


The prayer_and humiliation of this pious prince 
appeared fo cffeétual, char, upon intcHigence, the 
very fame night, of the Dahae and Sacae (people of 
Scythia) falimg into Parthia with a i{lrong army, Vologefes 
Vologeles drew off his forces, without carrying hig tteswith. 
Meniaces into execution, which was an indication °M jo 
of the interpofition of Divine Providence in favour 
of Izates. 


This pious prince dicd foon after, in the fifty-fifth 
year of his age, and twenty-fourth of his reign. 
He lett tour fons behind him, bur appointed his 
brother Monobafus for his fucceflor, as a due ac- 
knowledgment of the integrity of his conduct, in 
delivering up the crown which he held in trufl, in 
the abfence of Izates, upon the death of their fa- 
ther. een Helen, the mother, could not but be 
Sreatiy afflicted for the lois of fo dear and dutiful a 
fon, but it was fome alleviation to her grief, to find 
that the elder brother fucceeded to the government. 
She therefore immediately repaired to him at Adia. 
bena, but did not long furvive her favourite fon 
Izates. Monobatus' fent the bones of his brother 
and mother away to Jerutalem, to be depolited in the 
pyramids which fhe had built there. They were 
three in number, and about three furlongs diftane 
from the city. ‘he hiftory of Monobafus will be 
Given in another place. 


While Fadus was governor of Judea, there was 
a certain magician, called TVheredas, who, by his 
arts, wrought the common people into a belicf, that 
if they would tollow him to the river Jordan, and 
take their cfeéts along with them, he would but 
give the word, and the waters fhould divide, and af- 
tord them an eafy paffage over iton foot. This im- 
pottor drew after him a numerous train of follow- 
ers; but they fuffered for their prefumption and 
folly; for Fadus, fending a troop of horfe among, 
them, before they were aware, many of them were say 
flain, and many taken alive, and among the reft prehenucd 
their deluder Theredas, whole head was Carried ag and lain. 
a fpeétacle to Jerulalem, 


CHAP. Il. 

Tiberius Mexander fuccceds Cufpius Fadus in the go- 
vernment of Fudea. A great famine in thal province. 
Crucifixion of Janes and Simon. Cyrenius taxes Ga- 
filec. Cisuanus fueceeds Tiberius Alexander. Death 
of Herod, brother of Agrippa. Claudius transfers 
the goveritment to bis youngest fon, dlerinpa, 

WADUS was fucceeded in the government of ‘ribeivs 

B Judea by ‘Tiberius Alexander, fon of Alex. Alesuder 

ander of Alexandria, a much more refpeélable e7viees of 

character than his fon, 
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of his country. Under thefe procurators, the great 
famine happened in Judza as before mentioned, 
when the benevolent and humane queen Helen pro- 
cured relief for the diftrefled out of Egypt at im- 
menfe charge. It was at the fame time allo, that 
James and’ A Jexander_caufed to be crucified James and Simon, 
Citied. the fons of Judas of Galilee, who, while Cyrenius 

was taxing Galilee, was inciting the Jews to revolt 
fromthe Romans. Herod, king of Chalcis, removed 
Jofeph, the fon of Camydas, from the office of high- 
prie{t, and appointed Ananias, the fon of Nebo- 
deus, to the fucceffion. Cumanus fucceeded Tibe- 
rius. At the fame time Herod, brother of Agrip- 
pa the Great, departed this life, in the eighth year 
of the reign of Claudius Ceefar, leaving behind him 
three fons, Ariftobulus, whom he had by a former 
wite, and Bernicianus and Hyrcanus, whom he 
had by Berenice, his brother’s daughter; but Clau- 
dius conferred the government upon Agrippa the 
ycunger. : 


Death of 
Herod. 


CHAP. IV. 


A tumult between the foldiery and populace, upon the 
Seaft of the paffover, is produftive of- the moft fatal 
confequences. The books of Mofes found among ft the 
plunder, and deftroyed by a foldicr. The imultitude 
“apply to Cumanus for juftice. He infliéts condignu 
punifoment on the offender. 


W HILE Cumanus ruled in Judzea, a tumult 
happened at Jerufalem upon thefollowing oc- 
cafion, which proved fatal to many thoufands of the 

: inhabitants. The feftival of the paffover, or un- 
leavened bread, now approaching, vaft multicudes 
of people repaired to Jerufalem to be prefent at that 
folemnity. Cumanus, the governor, thought it ex- 
pedient, for fear of any difturbance, to feta band of 
toldiers as a guard upon the temple, fufficient to 
fupprefs a tumult, if occafion might require it, as 

peeebone’ had frequently been done by his predecefiors. Upon 
thefeidiers, Lhe fourth day of the feltival, a foldiér expofed him- 
felf naked to the people; an aét at once fo inde- 

cent and infolent, that they exclaimed moft outra- 


A tumult 
ae Jerufa- 
Jem at the 
paffover, 


geoufly againft it; not fo much as an affront put ° 


upon them, as an indignicy offered to God himfelf, 
to whofe honour this feaft was dedicated. Some of 
them reproached Cumanus, as if the foldier would 
not have had the hardinefs to behave in this manner 
without his encouragement. Cumanus, though in- 
cenfed at fo foul an imputation, fuppreffed his re- 
denement, and defired them, in fair words, to avoid 
any inftance of behaviour that might look like fedi- 
tion. But he foon found that gentle means would 
have no effect, as they tended to increale rather than 


The amy, Lupprefs the outrage. He therefore commanded the 
the cattle Whole army, compleatly accoutered, into thecaftleof 


of Antonia. “Antonia; which, as before obferved, overlooked the 
temple. ‘The common people were io alanaed at the 
approach of the foldiery, that they betook them- 
felves to flight with the utmoft precipitation, and 
preffing one uponanother, through feveral narrow 
avenues, many of them were thrown down and 
trodden under foot, infomuch that twenty thoufand 
perfons perifhed upon the occafion; a circumftance 
that turned that day of feftival into a day of mourn- 
ing, in which outcries and lamentations univerfally 
prevailed. 


This calamity was attended by another equally 
fatal; for fome of thofe, who had efcaped the prei- 
ture of the crowd, and advanced an hundred fur- 

Stephanus, Longs from the town, meeting with a domettic of 
adomettic the emperor’s onthe highway, whofe name was Ste- 


ener is phanus, they affaulted and robbed him ofall he 
ro: cd. 


Many Jews 
perith. 


had. Cumanus receiving intelligence of this out- 
Cumanes rage, dilpatched a band of foldiers to the fpot where 
ores itwas committed, with orders torifle all theadjacent 
be riled. villages, and bring away fome of the principal in- 


habitants prifoners. In the midit of the pillage, one 
of the foldiers feized upon the books of Motes 
amonalt the other plunder, and prefenting them to 


"The books 


of Motes. the populace, inveighed both againft them and the 
found and whole nation of the Jews in the moft opprobrious 
dettrayed 


terms, and then tore them to pieces. This flagrant 


-afeldier. : “ 
byaveldier COnrempe of what they held moit facred was no 
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or THE JEWS. 


fooner made known to the Jews, than they affem. 


_ bled in great numbers, preferred their complaint to 


Cumanus, who was then ar Cefarea, and defired him 
to do them right on the rioter, not as guilty of g 
private injury, but an heinous offence to the majef. 
ty of heaven. ‘The governor durft not deny them 
juftice, left a popular revolt fhould enfue; fo thar, 
after confulting his triends, he ordered the crimi- 
nal’s head to be ftruck off for the violation of the 
Jaw, and by that means put a ftop to the progrefs 


of the tumult. 


CHAP. V. 


A diffention between the Fews and the Samarians. The 
Sews chufe Eleazar for their leader. Cuinanus puts 
the mutineers tothe rout. Arts ufedto pacify the mul- 
titude. The Samarians call upon the governor for 
juftice on the Fews, who had facked their villages. 

* Several Fews put to death. Ananias and Ananus fent 
beund to Rome. Claudius hears the caufe between the 
Samarians and Fews. The former are condemned to 
die. Cumanus banifbed, and Celer, the tribune, dragged 
to death in thé ftreets.' Claudius Felix fent governor 
into Fudea. Does great honour to Agrippa. Agrip- 


Boox xy. 


The eferd. 
en's head 
fuck off, 


pa aud his wife burned under mount Vefuvius. Be- - 


venice fufpected of inceft. Death of Claudius Cafar, 
who is fi[petied to have been taken off by potfon. Nero 
proclaimed emperor of Rome. Poifens Britannicus, 
and canfes his own mother and OGavia to be put to 
death. Confers the government of the Lefer Armenia 
on Ariftobulus, and that of pert of Galilee upon 
Agrippa. 

FTER this tumult a diffention arofe between 


the Samarians and the Jews upon the follow- quan. 


ing occafion. 


It being ufual for the Galileans to tem ts 


travel by the way of Samaria to Jerufalem, upon }™ 


the celebration of their feftivals, they happened to 
pafs by a village called Nais, under the jurifdiction 
of Samaria, and fituated on the great plain, where 
a difpute arofe between the paffengers and the vil- 


Samiti. 


lagers, and feveral of the Galileans were flain. Some vie Jen 
of the chiefs refented this matter fo highly, that kee 
they animated the Jews to take up arms, and aflére “™" 


their liberties at the point of the fword. Slavery, 
they obferved, was, at beft, bafe and difgraceful, 
but when accompanied with arbitrary juitice, into- 
lerable. The magiftrates did all in their power to 
appeate them, and undertook for Cumanus, that he 
fhould do them fatisfaction upon the abettors of the 
tumule. But the multitude were deaf to all terms 


of pacification, were refolutely bent upon having re- chu: 
courfle to arms, and made choice of Eleazar, the fon Elev 


of Dinzeus, to head them. This Eleazar was a 
mountaineer, and one that made it his profeffion to 
live upon the fpoil of ravaging up and down in Sa- 
maria with fire and {word. Cumanus, having intel- 
ligence of the prefent fituation of affairs, drew out 


their Ieattt 


fome {quadrons of horfe from Sebafte, and four cumxs 
companies of foot, with a body of the Samiarians in pet 


arms, advanced upon the Jews, flew many of them, 
and took more prifoners. “(he moft eminent perfons : 
in Jerufalem, finding things in this hopelets and for- 
lorn firuation, betook themfelves to prayer and hu- 
miliation in fackcloth and afhes, for the averting of 
thofe dreadful judgments they feared were impend- 
ing; not omitting, at the fame time, fuch popular 
arts and arguments, as appeared mott conducive to 
bring the multitude to fober reafon. 
fore them the defolation of their country, the de- 
molition of their temple, the enflaving their wives # 
and children to prophane nations; and intreated 
them, upon the whole, as they loved their country, 
their lives, libertics, families, laws, and religion, 
to adopt more moderate counfels in Future, return 
to their own habitations, and peaceably lay down 
their arms. This reprefentation fo far prevailed, 
that the common people difperfed, and the tumult 
fubfided ; but the free-booters betook themfelves 
to their lurking places, fo that Judaea was expole 
to continual ravages. 

The 


Jews the 
rout. 


They fer be- speecsct 








Book XX. AN TIQULYTLES 


The heads of Samaria now went in a body to Nu- 
midius Quadratus, governor of Syria, who was at 

Shere Lyre, with a charge againit the Jews, of fring and 
tie overoor plundering their villages, for which, they faid, they 
esyis were nocfo much concerned on their account, as for, 
the encroachmenc on the fovereign authority of 
Rome, which had fingly and folely the cognizance 
of cafes of that nature. They obferved, that they 
committed lawlefs depredations, and ufurped aright 
of judgment, thereby fetting the Roman legiflacure 
at open defiance. 


The Jews, on the other hand, affirmed that the 
Samarians were the authors of this cumult, and of 
 courlethe dilafters which enfued. Vhey laid the main 
ftrefs of the charge upon Cumanus, who, they faid, 
had been bribed into connivance at a moit notorious 
murder. Quadratus, having attended to the allega- 
tions on both fides, adjourned the hearing, affuring 
the parties, that he would go himielf into Jadaea, 
and, upon a perfect inveltigation of the whole mat- 
ter, pals judgment accordingly ; fo that they were 
difmiffed for the prefent. Quadratus went {oon atf- 
ter this into Samaria, where, upon hearing the caule, 
The Sama- he concluded that the Samarians were guilty of the 
at riot. He was likewife informed, that many of the 
, Jews had been acceffary to commotions, and there- 
tore caufed feveral prifoners, whom Cumanus had 
taken into cuftody, to be put ro death. From thence 
he went to Lydda, a place of confiderable extent, 
where he heard the Samarian Caufe a fecond time, 
postts ad and underftanding that one Dortus, an eminent Jew, 
vem tt with four more of his own tribe, had incited the 
fahdtion. populace to an infurrection, he paifed fentence of 
death upon them all. But Ananias, the high-prieit, 
and Ananus, the principal officer, werei/en tbound to 
Rome, to anfwer for themfelves before Cafar. Ele 
likewife ordered into Italy the principal men both of 
the Samarians and the Jews, with Cumanus, the go- 
vernor, and Celer, the tribune, thac the emperor 
mighthear and determine upon the caule depending; 
but returned himfelf to Jerufalem, left new cumults 
might require the exertion of his authority. Find- 
ing, however, every thing in a peaccable ftate, and 
the Jews wholly intent upon the celebration of one 
of their ufnal feftivals, he would not interrupt them 
in the exercile of their profeffion, and fo went back 
to Antioch. 


Acreat When Cumanus and the Samarians arrived at 
seuss hee Rome, they were ordered to appear at the time and 
yen the place appointed for the trial, and having made very 
smaarians. POWerful Intereft beforehand, would moft probably 
nave carried the caufe, had ic not been for the in- 
Acting ins terpofition of Agrippa the younger, who finding the 
trtshime Tews in danger of being overpowered by numbers, 
Importuned Agrippina, the wife of Claudius, to 
prefs her hufband for a candid and impartial hear- 
ing, and an indifcriminate execution of juftice upon 
the authors of this encroachment on the fovereignty 
of the Roman empire. Claudius was fo prevailed 
upon by this interceffion, that he gave both fides a 
fair hearing, and finding, upon the whole, that the 
Samarians had been the authors of this cumule, 
paffed fentence of death_upon thofe who came up 
to him, of exile upon Cumanus ; and commanded 
Celer, the tribune, to be carried to Jerufalem, and 
Tate made Ctag@ged to execution through the ftreets in the face 
{Star of ofall the people. He then appointed Felix, the 
we. brother of Pallas, to the government of Judea. 
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ae Zonas Ceefar, in the twelfth year of his reign, 
Chun te COMerred upon Agrippa the tetrarchy of Philip, 
‘npr, With Batanzea; and added to it Trachon and Abila, 
which had been the tetrarchy of Lyfanias; but he 

took Chalcis from him, after it had been under his 

am, government four years. Agrippa, having received 
ii thofe bounties {rom Caefar, gave his fitter Drufilla 
-», (2 marriage to Azizus, king of Emefa, who was 
-ri9 HOw become a Jew, She had before been promifed 
oa pee hanes, the ion of Antiochus, on condition of 
CE ee the jewith religion; but, upon refu- 
a, the march brokeoff, He married Mariamne, ano- 
ther of his filters, to Archelaus, the fon of Chel- 
se to whom fhe had been contracted fome time be- 
ce He her father Agrippa, from which marriage 
as derived a Cau ts whefe name was Berenice. 
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Soon after this Drufilla and Azizus were parted ape 
on the foliowing occafion. Drufilla poffeffing great joued of 
perfonal charms, Felix, the governor of Judaa, be- Drutitla. 
came paffionately enamoured of her. “To obtain 
his defire, he fenct for Simon, his particular friend, 

(a Jewof Cyprus, who pretended to divination,) and 
enjoined him to ufe all his art with Drufilla to de- 

tach her from her hufband, and perfuade her to 

marry him, with full affurance that nothing fhould 

be wanting to compleat her happinefs. Drufilla, to 

avoid the envy of her fifter Berenice, on account of 

et beauty injprudently acceded to the propofal, prude is 
renounced her religion as well as her hufbund, ind married 
married the Roman governor, by whom fhe had a Felix. 
fon, called Agrippa, who, in the days of Titus 

Crefar, and in the prime of life, perifhed, with his 

wife, at 2 conflagration of the Mount Vefuvius. 


Berenice lived tn a ftate of widowhood a confider- 
able time after the death of Herod, who was both 
her bofband and her uncle, but lying under the dif- 
graceful imputation of inceftuous Familiarity with 
her brother, in order to wipe off that ftigma, fhe 
perfuaded Polemon, king of Cilicia, to embrace 
the Jewifh religion, and take her to wife, as it might 
pafs for aconfutation of the report. Polemon, lured 
by herfortune, cameinto the propofal; but Berenice, 
being a woman of alicentious difpoficion, foon parted 
with her hufband, as he did with his new religion. 
Mariamne alio put away Archelaus, and was mar- 
ried to Demetrius, the moft eminent Jew of Alex- 
dria, as well for birth as fortune, and at that time 
alabarcha of this place, by whom fhe had a fon, 
called Agrippinus. 


Claudius Cafar, having reigned thirteen years, neath of 

eight months, and twenty days, departed this life, Ctiudius 
not without a ftrong prefumption of his having been © 
poifoned by his wife Agrippina. She was the daugh- 
ter of Germanicus, theemperor’s brother. Her firft Mis wives 
hufband was Domitius Zénobarbus, a man of emi- 24 chil 
nence in the city of Rome, who leaving her a wi- “"" 
dow, fhe remained in that ftare till Claudius took 
her to wife. She had a fon by Domitius, who was 
called by his father’s name, which, upon his being 
adopted by Claudius, was changed for that of Nero. 
This emperor had a former wite, whole name was 
Meffalina, by whom he had iffue Britannicus and 
Otavia. He caufed Mefialina to be put to death, 
upon a fufpicion of jealoufy, and married Antonia, 
his eldeft child, whom he had by Petronia, a former 
wife, to Nero, his adopted fon. ; 


Agrippina being bent upon the advancement of 
her own fon to the empire, itis reported that fhe 
confulred the death of Claudius and the fecuring 
the fucceffion to Nero at the fame time, left Germa- 
nicus fhould interpofe and fupplant him. She had 
fuborned Burrhus, commanding officer of the 
guards, with fome tribunes, friends, and favorites, 
to be in immediate readinefs, upon the demife of 
Claudius, to carry Nero into the camp, and pro. Nero pro. 
claim him emperor. ‘This they no fooner did, but ‘i#imedem- 
his firft exploit, after his elevation, was the poifon- ""°" 
ing of Britannicus, which was followed by the 
atrocious murder of his own mother, in requita] Proves a 
for the life fhe had given him, and the empire fic ™e* suet 
had procured him. He put his wife Octavia to °""* 
death, and divers perfons of the firft eminence for 
integrity and honor. But the hiftory of Nero is fo 
well known, that it is needle{s to enlarge upon the 
fubjeé&t.. Some writers are as extravagant in their 
panegyric, as others have been in their defamation ; 
fo thae truth, the chief excellence of an hiftorian, 
is totally obicured. Nor do I much wonder at the gefepp: 
palpable contradiétions evident in the recital of the centres 
aéts of Nero by different authors of his life, when the Roman 
T confider the partiality and prejudice that arc ag Mfr 
evident in the hiftories of his predecefiors. With hana 
refpeét to myfelf, truth fhall ever be my direé aim. prsjudice. 
Matters forcign and contingent fhall be paffed over 
with brevity; while particular attention fhall be Prof%s 
paid to the concerns of our own nation, which fhall imperdaliey 
be related without the guife of exaggeration of our : 
virtues, or palliation of our vices. But to return 
to the fubjeét befcre us. 
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‘Judea infefted with robbers and impoftors. 
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Azizus, king of Emefa, died in the firft year of 
the reign of Nero, and was fucceeded by his brother 
Sohemus. Nero gave Armenia the Leffer to Aril- 
tobulus, the fon of Eferod, king of Chalcis. He 
alfo gave co Agrippa a part of Galilee, fubjecting 
Tiberais and Tarichez to his government, with the 
addition of Julius beyond Jordan, and fourteen vil- 
lages under that jurifdiction. 

CHAP. VI. 

Felix 
Jeizes Eleazar, aving-leader, and fends bim bound 
to Rome. ‘fonathan, the high-prieft, is affafinated, 
through the contrivance of Dora, at the infiance of 
Iclix. The people feduced by the wiles of magicians 
and falfe prophets. Difputes between the ews of 
Cefarea and Syria, concerning their privileges. Felix 
turns the foldiers upon the contending parties, and 
gives them the booty. The bigh-priefts divide fron, 
aud opprefs, the priefts in ordinary. 


re affairs of the Jews grew daily worfe and 
worfe, as the country was infefted with rob- 
bers and impoftors, whodeluded the credulous mul- 
titude. A day fcarcely paffed in which Iclix did 
not caufe fome of them to be apprehended, and 
brought to condign punifhment. Eleazar, the fon 
of Dinzus, aring-leader of the party, was taken by 
ftratagem. Felix gave him a folemn invitation to 
come over to him, with affurance of perfect fecurity, 
which inducing Eleazar to compliance, he no fooner 
arrived, than the governor fent him in chains to 
Rome. , 


_Felix conceived a mortal averfion to Jonathan, the 
high-prieft, becaufe he frequently gave him whole- 
fome advice, concerning the regulation of the affairs 
of Judaa, to prevent the murmurs of the people, 
and enfure the approbation of thofe friends who had 
recommended him to the government. Felix con- 
fidered his counfel as reproach, and therefore con- 
certed means for ridding himfelf of the ungrateful 
importunities of the high-prieft, as men of depraved 
minds cannot bear to be chaitifed for their faults. 
‘To this end he tampered, by prefents, with Dora, a 
citizen of Jerufalem, one of Jonathan’s particular 
friends, to fuborn a fet of bravocs to fall upon and 
affafinate him. Dora undertook and executed the 
commiflion. Matters were fo concerted, that thefe 
ruffians went to Jerufalem on pretence of devotion, 
with daggers conccaled under their garments, and 
intermixing with the promifcuous multitude, took 
an opportunity of {tabbing the high-pricit. As theie 
mifcreants came off with impuniry, others were en- 
couraged to perpetrate the fame mafiacres, under 
the fame difguife, upon fuch feftive occafions; ito 
that murders were frequently committed, from mo- 
tives of revenge, or other execrable caules, not only 
in divers parts of the city, but in the very temple 
itfelf, as if thac facred fpot could fanctify the fouleft 
of crimes, Can it then be matter of wonder, that, 
tor the practice and connivance of fuch abominable 
profanations, the Almighty, in his wrath and indig- 
nation, fhould deliver up his city, nay, his own 
houfe, into the hands of the Romans; and that the 
whole nation of the Jews, with their wives and chil- 
dren, fhould be condemned to mifery and bondage, 
to bring them to a due and penitential fenfe of their 
enormeus offences ? 


W hile plunderers and murderers were injuring the 
public in one quarter, magicians and impottors were 
preying upon them in another, and alluring the mul- 
titude by thoufands, to fee the figns and miracles 
they pretended to work. But they fuffered feverely 
for their credulity and curiofity, beingapprchended, 
and many of them put.co death, by order of Felix. 
‘There arrived, at that rime, out of Egypt, a certain’ 
reported prophet, who invited the populace, and 
mifled the common people to follow him to the top 
of mount Oliver, about five furlongs trom the city, 
afluring chem, that, when he came thither, he would 
but give command, and the walls of Jerulalem 


‘Egyptian impoftor made his efcape. 
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fhould be levelled with.the ground, and: cpen to 
them an entrance into the city through the ruins. 


When Felix received intelligence of this adven- 
ture, he commanded his foldiers to take to their 
arms, fo that breaking in upon them with horfe + 
and foot, they foon routed them, New four hundred « 
on the fpor, and took two hundred alive; but the! 
Thofe who § 
fied endeavoured to incite the people toa rebel- 
lion againit the Romans, notwithttanding their late 
defeat, by infinuating that their yoke was Intolera- 
ble, and fhould therefore be fhaken off, and com. 
mast ravages upon all thofe who would not juin 
them. . 


There happened, at this time, another difpute be- a cox 
tween the Jews of Cefarea and Syria, on a claim to beweent: 
fome certain privileges. ‘Thofe of Celarea claimed a 3" 
precedencein right of their king Herod, the founder gyri.” 
of that city. When the report of this conte came 
to the knowledge of the neighbouring governors, 
they caused the incendiaries on both fides to be ap- 
prchended, and punifhed with ftripes, in confequence 
of which the tumule for fome time fubfided. Bur 
the Jewith citizens, depending on their wealth, re- 
proached the Syrians in the moit vehement terms, 
The Syrians, though inferior in wealth, relying on 
the aftittance of the foldiers, returned the oppro- 
brious language of the Jews; fo that they proceeded 4,0 ory 
from words to {toning one another, and many were preceei 
wounded and fell on each fide; but the Jews came bo» 
off conquerors. When Felix found this conteft was 
brought to a kind of war, he urged the Jews to de- 
cline it; but when words proved ineffectual, he fent ,... 
armed troops among them, who killed many, took ier 
more prifoners, and permitted the foldiers to plun- cui 
der the houtes of the opulent for their booty. The !" 
more refpeétable and moderate part of the Jews, 
dreading worfe conlequences, applied to Felix, and 
intreated him to call off the foldiers, and afford 
them time to repent of their rafhnefs. l*elix com- 
plied with their requeft. 


King Agrippa, at the fame time, gave the high- 
priefthood to Ifmael, the fon of Phabeus; and the 
high priefts began to divide themfelves from the 
other priefts and the governors of Jerufalem, each 
of them taking a guard of the boldeit and mott te- 
ditious partizans, infomuch thatallauthority seemed 
to be Jet at defiance, as if there had been a total va- 
cancy of adminiftration. Such was the infolence of 
the high-priefts, that they fent their emiffarics up. 
and down into Baras, to feize upon the tithes of the” 
priefts, fo that the poorer fore of that holy order 
perifhed for want of bread. Thefe were the dire 
cffeéts of faction. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Portius Feftus being appointed to fucceed Felix, the Fews 
of Cefarea accufe him before Nero., His brother Pat- 
lus obtains bis pardon. Beryllus procures a mandate 
for disfranchifing the Jews. They are anntyed by 
robbers, An impoftor decoys the multitude into the 
wilderuefs. Feftus deftroys both the feducer and fol- . 

lowers. Agrippa builds a magnificent palace, ibat 
overlooks the temple, which occafiens a murnuriny 
among ft the Fews. They appeal by commigioners ta 


C.cfar. Fofeph appointed to the office of high-prigh . 








HELIX being removed from his government, p 
I” and Portius Feftusappointed, by theemperor, to 
fucceed him, fome of the principal Jewihh inhabi- ey 
tants of Celarea, went up to Rome to accufe Felix, 
and would certainly have brought him to conaign f 
punithment, had not Nero yielded to the folicita: 2 
tions of his brother Pallas, who at that time 1too 
highly in his favour. 


There were two eminent Syrians of Cefarea, wh + 
by a vatt fum of money, forrned fo powerful an in- ¢ 
tereft with Beryllus, tutor and Greck fecretary 00 
Wero, that he obtained the emperor’s letters man- 
datory to Celarce, for the distranchifing of the Jews, 

: nk 
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and abrogating all the privileges they enjoyed within 
that city, which had been hitherto common to 
Jews and Syrians. ‘Ubis grant was the fource of all 
the calamities that afterwards betel our nation ; for 
the Jews of Cefarea, after this mandate, would never 
reft till they waged war with their enemies. | 





































£ASSAR, upon hearing of the death of Leflus, atpinuetne. 
fent Albinus to take upon him the government ccedsten 

of Juda; and Agrippa, at the fame time, depoted anes Naatte 

Joleph, and conierred the dignity of high-prietk Jofph. 

upon ananus, the fon of Ananus. Ananus, the f2- 

ther, was deemed fingularly honoured, as hehad five 

fons that came fucceflively into the pontificace after 

him, a circumftance of which no other of an high- 

prictt could boatt. ‘he younger Ananus, of whom 

we are now fpeaking, was naturally fierce and im- 

petuous, and of the fect of the Sadducees, a very 

cenforious and uncharitable people. A@uated by 

thele principles, he cook an opportunity, in the in- 

terval between the death of Feftus and the arrival 

of his fucceflur Albinus, to calla council, with the games, the 

affiftance of judges, and then to cite James, the dietheror 

brother of Jefus, together with fome “other per- jets we 

fons, to appear before him, and anfwer to a charee the miline 

brought azainit them; upon which they were all of Ananus. 

condemned, and delivered up to be ftoned, ‘The 

conicientious part of the citizens were fo difpleated 

ze this proceeding, that they privately reprelented it 

to the king as highly unjutk, requefting that Ananus 

might be fo reproved for it, as to caution him not to 

ad in the fame manner for the future. Others were 

jent with an account of it to Albinus, who was then 

upon his journey to Alexandria, letting it forth as 

an_ulurpaction upon his authority. Albinus was fo 

offended, that he wrote a menacing letter to the Ania 

high-pricit upon it; and king Agrippa, at the ex- jetet from 

piration of three months, removed him from his fhe ponti- 

office, and conferred it on Jefus, the fon of Dam- fet. 

neus. 


Albinus no fooner arrived at Ferufalem, than he 
applied himfelf, wich all poffible diligence, to the 
maintaining of the public peace; and to chat end 
brought many of the robbers, called Sicarii, to de- 
ferved punifhment. Ananias, the high-prieft, by his 
bounty and affubility, greatly conciliated che cileem 
of the peoples and alfo cultivated the friendfhip of 
Albinus, and the high-prieft Jetus, by means of 
carefl’s and prefents. But hé had’ a number of 
abandoned fervants, who, joining with others as pro- 
figate as themielves, went from barn to barn, and ‘rhe priets 
took away the tithes that belonged to che Drietks by Gthes taken 
violence, beating and maiming thole thac refuted ro aeayhy vies 
deliver them. Many other high-priefts aéted in the “"“* 
fame unjuft manner, as they were fubject to no con.- 
troul, infomuch that the prieits in ordinary were 
perifhing for want of food, being deprived of their 
only means of fupport. 


A band of thefe Sicarii entered the city by night, 
on the eve of a feltival, and furprized the lecretary 
of Eleazar, an officer of the firlt rank in the 
army, and fon of Ananias, the high-prieft, whom 
they bound, and carried away with them, They then 
{ent information to Ananias, that they had the fe- 
cretary in cultody, and were ready to deliver him up, 
on condition of his prevailing with’ Albinus to res 
leafe ten of their party, whom he held in prifon. 
The department of the { 











When Fadus came into Judaa, he found the 
country detolate, the people torced from their habi- 
in. tations, their houles expoted to fre and pillage, and 
Sk allat the mercy of a brutalclanof free-booters, who 
mada pavaged upand down, ingreatnumbers, at pleature. 
Thele robbers were denominated Sicarit, from Sica, 
ziluding to the fhort {word they wore, a weapon 
bending towards the point, and tormed in a manner 
beowixca Perflan feymetarand the Roman faulchion. 
With thefe weapons they did great execution, by 
intermixing with the multitude ac fettivals, under 
colour or religion, and difpacching whom they 
pleated in that confution, withouc difficulty, or 

danger of dilcovery. 


There were in thofe days a notorious impoftor, 
who had deluded a credulous rabble into an opi- 
nion, thac, if chey followed him into fuch a wilder- 
nes, they would be protected from harm. But 
Pettus, with a detachment of horfe and foot, de- 

Ptedee  ftroyed the feducer and his belotted followers to- 
let, Gether. 

About the fame time king Agrippa caufed to be 
erected, near the porch of the reyal palace, at 
jJerufakem, belonging cto the Armenian family, a 

: iratcly, magnificent apartment, for theentertainment 
of guelts, Lt ttood upon an eminence, commanded 
a noble profpect of the city, and was fo contrived, 
thar the king could {ec every thing that was done in 
the temple, which afforded him very Sreat fatistac- 
tion, “his gave much offence to the principal men 
amongft the Jews, as it is contrary to our laws, that 
our rites and ceremonies, and efpecially our facrifices 
in the temple, fhould be expofed to the view of 
ethers. | “Uhey therefore ercéted a wall, by way of 
relly prevention, before the feats, that enclofed the inner 
CNNAME, parcof the temple, towards the weit, which not only 
tea intercepted the profpect trom the king’s apartment, 
‘ bur allo the view of the galleries to the weltward 
on the ether fide of the temple, where the Roman 
guards were placed upon days of feltival. ‘Phis 
proceeding highly difplealed Agrippa, and more fo 
ieitus, who ordered the wall to be pulled down. 
‘The citizens, upon this, afured him, that they 
prized the temple above their lives, and_therciore 
delired permifion to fend deputies to Caetar, before 
they proceeded to che execution cf his orders. ‘Their 
requelt being granted, they lent to the emperor ten 
eminent citizens, with Hmael, the high-prieft, and 
Cheicias, the treafurer of the temple, as their com- 
Wiffioners. When Nero had heard their petition, he 
hot caly pafied over what they had done, but Save 
them his grant for the continuance of the wall they 
had built. ‘Dhis indulgence they obtained on the 
MterecHion of the emprefs Poppea, a religious wo- 
man, who was greatly ditofed co favour the Jews. 
Lhe ten depu were permitted to returns but 
Poppea detained Umael and Chelcias as hottages. 
Whon Acrippa heard of thefe tranfactions, he tran 
Mert sts derredl the pontificate to Jouieph, otherwile called 
wots Cabis, the lon of Simon, tormerly high-prieft, 
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i ceretary was of fuch im. 
portance, that Albinus was under a kind of necef. 
fity of complying with the requeft of Ananias, 
though it was productive of difaftrous events : for 
when the robbers had found out this mode of com- 
pounding their villainies, they were niceffantly con- 
triving, means for furprizing fome of the donicflics 
of Ananias, in order to detain them, and thereby 
. oe procure the releafe of any of their party who might 
& é Pee be in cuftody 5 fo that they were more and more em_ 
Jeunes #3 floncd. Agritpa |! yoldened, aad intefted che whele country with their 
(and transfers the pontificate to Fefus, avages and depredations. 
aneus. Agrippa exlerees Ceferea Phi- 
> and calls it Nerouias. Builds a magnificent 
Levy ttts. Dearives Tefis of the high. 
gives it to ancther Feofus, the fen of 
S blerus fucceeds Alivus in the 
uden. Agrippa alles the Levites 
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King Agrippa had now enlarged Cefarea Philippi, .. 

and gave it the name of Neronias, in honour of the [iberaiuty 
emperor Nero. He alfo ereéted ar Berycus a mage naupls 
nificent and furptuous theatre, which he largely 
endowed, for the exhibition of annual fhews, and 
diftriburion of corn and oil amony the people in 
duc preportions. i Le caufed the city to be beauti- 

fied, 
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fied, and adorned with curious fiatues and pictures, 
and acollcétion of antique originals, from the hands 
of the greateit matters in the feveral branches; to 
that this town might be deemed a repofitory for, all 
that was rare and precious in the kingdom. But 
this munificence to ftrangers, to the impoverifhing 
of his own people, of courfe incurred their ill will. 


Agrippa foon took away the pontificate from Jefus, 
and gave it to another of the fame name, who was 
the fon of Gamaliel. ‘This created fuch feuds be- 
tween them, that they formed parties of abandoned 
followers, and reviled each other in_the public 
trects in the moft opprobrious terms. From words 
they fometimes proceeded to ftones; but Ananias, 
by dint of money, had the ftrongelt party. 


Jefus, the 
fon of Ga- 





Coftobarus and Saul being of the blood royal, 
and nearly related to Agrippa, had great intereft, and 
drew together a band of refolutes ready to execute 
their commands. They were infolent and rapacious 
towards the lower clafs of people, who had no pa- 
tronage or protection ; fo that from this juncture 
we may dare the declenfion of the Jewifh nation. 

Geftius Flo- 
rus tueceeds 
aAlbinus. 


When Albinus heard chat Geffius Florus was ap- 
pointed to tucceed him, he thought the moft effectual 
means of ingratiating himlelt with the Jews, was 
to do juflice upon thofe whom he had in cultody. 
He therefore cauted all the prifoners to be brought 
before him, and, upon duc examination, proceeded 
againit thein according to their clemerits; putting 
zo death thofe who were manifeftly guilty of capi- 
tal crimes, and difcharging thofe who were only 
convicted ‘of mifdemeanors upon fine and ranfom. 
‘Thete means might tend to clear the prifoners, but 
they let loofe robbers upon the country. 


Thofe of the tribe of Levi, thar officiated as cho- 
rifters in the temple, prevailed on the king to calla 
council, and grant them the ufe of the linen veft- 
ments which had been peculiar to the priefts, fug- 
gelting that fuch a conceffion would fland upon re- 
cord asan act of grace to the king’s eternal honour. 
This requeft was heard and granted in form and 
manner according to defire, and the chorifters were 
permitted to wear the linen veftment. There was 
another clafs of Jevites who officiated in the fer- 
vices of the temple, and were likewife allowed to 
ferve promifcuoully as choritters. But these licences 
were repugnant to our national laws and cuftoms, 
which were never abandoned without a judgment 
upon the violation. 


The repairing of the temple being finifhed, and 
near cight thouland artificers and labourers deftitute 
of employment, and conlequently of the means of 
fubfiflence, the people, unwilling to fteck their mo- 
ney as an_exty prey to the Romans, and defirous of 
making fome provilion tor them, propoied the re- 
pairing of a building on the eait fide of the temple, 
which overlooking a deep narrow valley, was lup- 
ported by a wall four hundred cubits in height, and 
fix in depth, being the work of Solomon, the firft 
founder of the temple. Burt Agrippa, who was en- 
trotted by the emperor with the repairing of this 
glorious ftructure, revolving in his mind how much 
eafier ir would be to deftroy fuch a work than re- 
build it, did noe chink it expedient to comply with 
the defire of the people, and theretore gave them to 
underitand, that if they would reft content with 
beautifying the city by paving the itreets with white 
ttone, he would nor oppofe it. Agrippa alfo de- 
prived Jerus, the fon of Gamaliel, of the pontificate, 
andconferred it on Matthias, the fonof Theophilus, 
in whote time commenced the war between the Jews 
> and the Romans. 


Privileges 
granted to 
the Leyites. 


‘The temple 
tauthed, 








Unrest 
frome, the 


Tt appears to me neceffary, as introductory to a 

work under contemplation, to give an account in 

. this place of the origin of high-prietls, the qualifi- 
cations requifite for thac facred function, and the 
numoer of thofe who were admitted to fuch dignity, 
as dar as tothe cnd of the war. ss 








She firtt of this order was Aaron, the brother of 
Moles ; and atrer his death his children fuceceded 
him, and fo the honour deteended in courte to his 
vamily. “ibis ughcof hereditary fucceMion prevailed 
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or THE JEWS. 
fo far with our forefathers, that none but thofe of 
the blood of Aaron were accounted worthy of thar 
holy office, kings themfelves not excepted. From 
Aaron to Phanatius, who was declared high-prieft by 
a faction in a time of war, there were cighty-three 
in number.; thirteen of them officiating in the {ta- 
tion from the time that Mofes erected 2 tabernacle 
to God in the defert, to their.entrance into Judea, 
where king Solomon buiJt and dedicated the holy 
temple. At firft there was no fucceeding to the pon- 
tificate, but by a vacancy upon death; though it 
became a practice afterwards, to appoint fucceffion 
during the lives of predeceffors. Thefe thirteen 
perfons defcending from two of the fons of. Aaron, 
fucceeded in their turns to that dignity. ‘The form 
of government was at firft ariftocratical, then mo- 
narchial, and laftly regal. “The number of years 
from the time in which Mofes carried our forefa- 
thers out of Egypt, to the building of the temple of 
Solomon, was fix hundred and twelve. ; 


After thofe thirteen high-priefts abovementioned, 
there followed eighteen more, in the courle of four 
hundred fixty-fix years, fix months, and ten days, 
in fucceffion one to another under the government 
of kings. Thefe are computed from king Solo. 
mon to the days of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Ba- 
bylon, when he marched upto Jerufalem, and took 
it, burnt the temple, and carried 2way the whole 
nation, together with Jozedeck, their high-prieft, 
captives. 


After a captivity of feventy years in Babylon, Cy- 
rus, kingof Perfia, difmiffed the Jews to theirown 
country, with permiffion torebuild theirtemple; Je- 
fus, the fon of Jozedeck, exercifing, atthat time, the 
function of high-prieft. [Fifteen of his pofterity 
fucceeded him in the fame dignity, but under adc- 
mocratical form of government, till the time of 
king Antiochus Eupator, a term of four hundred 
and fourteen years, when this fame Antiochus, with 
his general Lyfias, took away both the digniry and 
life of Onias, otherwile called Menelaus, at Bery- 
tus, excluded his fon from the fucceffion, and, in his 
place, appointed Jafinus, one of the race of Aaron, 
but not of the pontifical family. 


Upon this Onias, fon of Onias deceafed, went 
away into Egypt, and infinuating himfelf into the 
good opinion of Ptolemy Philometer, and Cleopatra 
his wife, prevailed upon them to build and dedicate 
atemple to God at Heliopolis, in imitation of that in 
Jerujalem, and toconfticute him high-pricit there. 
Jacimus died, at theexpiration of three years, in the 
execution of the pontifical office, withoutafucceftor 5 
fo that there was a vacancy for feven years. 


When ‘the Jews revolted from the Macedonians, 
the dignity was transferred to the family of the Al- 
moneans, and Jonathan advanced to the pontificate, 
which he enjoyed for the {pace of feven years, and 
then being caken off by the treachery of Tryphon, 
his brother Simon was promoted to his place. Upon 
his being afterwards affafinated by his fon-in-law at 
a public entertainment, his fon FHyrcanus fucceeded 
him, and held it for the fpaceof one arid thirty years. 
Upon his death it devolved on his fon Judas, other- 
wite called Ariftobulus, who was the firft that took 
upon him the name and quality of king. After a 
reign of one year he left his brother Alexander heir 
and fucceffor both to the kingdom and pontificate, 
in both which capacities he adminiftered for twenty- 
{even years, and then departing this life, tranfinitted 
the regency to his wife Alexandra, with authority, 
to difpofe of the pontificate; in confequence of 
which fhe conferred it upon her brother Hyrcanus, 
who enjoyed it during the nine years of her reign. 
Atherdeath Ariftobulus, the younger brother, made 
war upon him, overcame him, anc reduced him to 
the condition of a private man, affuming both che 
kingdom and the pontificate to himfelf, which he 





held for three years, and as many months. | Whe 
Pompey, uponthc taking of Jerufalem, carried aw2y 


him and his children prifoners to Rome, Hyrcanus, 
being reftored to the pontificate, accepred alio of 
the principality, but not under che title of king, en- 
joying the high-priefthood twenty-three vente ee 
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XX. 
belides the nine above-mentioned. At the expira 
tion of this term, Barzapharnes and Pacorus, Par- 
thian generals, pafled the ku shrates, made war 
upon Elyreanus, and carried by away prifoner, 
advancing zintigonus, the fon of Ariftobulus, to 
the crown, who, in three years and three months 
alter, was taken in Jerudalem by Hered and Sofius, 
and then, by command of Anthony, put co death 
at Ancioch. 


Herod having now received the kingdom from 
the Romans, made no feruple of chulings the high- 
pricits out of the Aimonean race, but couterred the 
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dignity indilcriminately upen perions of obicure . 


birth, provided they were in holy orders; except 
in the inftance of Ariltobulus, ci whom he made 
choice, being the grandfon of Hiy:canus, that was 
aken by the Parthians, and brother of his wile 
umine, fo ingratiate himlel’ with che people, 
who held the memory of Fiyrcanus in grear vene- 
ration, Ele was, in Hine, fo generally beloved, that 
Lferod grew jealous of bim, 20d cauled him co be 
drowned in a fifh pond at Jericho, as before rela. 
ted, After this time he would never veit any of 
the Almonean family with chat dignity. tlis fon 
Archelaus took the fame mealures, and fo did all 
the Romans after him, who were fuccellively ap- 
pointed governors of the province. 


Fyom the days of Herod co the burning of Jeru- 
falem and the temple by ‘Virus, there were, in all, 
iwenty-eight high-priefts, in the courle of an hun- 
dred and feven years. Some of thete were political 
governors under the reign of Tierod, and of his don 
Archelaus; but, after their deaths, the goverment 
was changed to an ariftocracy, and the high-pricfts 
held dominion over the nation. 


CRIAP. Ik. 





Gefius Flovus fucceeds Albinus, end caufis the Feows to 
toke up aris againft the Romans. Corclufion of the 
Tewifh ditiquities. 


ESSIUS Florus, appointed by Nero to fucceed 

Albious in the government of Juda, entailed 
upon our nation the direft calamities. lle was a 
native of the city of Clazomena, and the hufband 
of Cleopatra, a character as intamous as himielf. 
Vhrough her interelt with the emprefs Poppea, he 
obtained the dignity, which he abuled to fuch a de- 
grev, char the Jews wifhed for che refloration of Al- 
binus; as theJatter endeavoured to conceal his vices, 
whereas the former openly eloried in his fhame, 1 Le 
wis rapactous tod degree, inexorably cruel, andio in- 
fatibly covetous, that he fcomed dilpofed to univer- 
Jal depredation, Fle fharcd in the plunder oi rob- 
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bers, and thereby gave afandlien to rspine. Such, 
in Rne, was the opprefien under his povernmicnr, 
thac the wretched Jews were forced to abandon their 
habitations, their countiy, and Cheir altars, and fy 
for fancluary even ro the moll barbarous of vercien 
nations, blorus laid us under ane cflicy of taking 
up arms agamlk the Romens, relolving rather to 
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fall together, than perith inelorieufly one by one. # 


“Phis was commenced in the iecond year of the 20- 
vernment of Iiorus, amt twelith of the reign of 
Nero. The particulars of it may be accurately 
known, by perufing the buoks we have wiiiten up- 
on that fubject. 


The Jewith Antiquities [have deduced trom the 
creation of the world to the twelrth year of the 
reign of Nero, recounting, in hiltorical progret- 
fion, the feveral events which related to the Jewith 
nation throughout fomany ages; asin Meype, Syria, 
under the Aflyrians, Babylonians, Perfians, Mace- 
donians, and lattly the Romans. T have cnumerated 
the high-pricfls in regular order and fucceffion tor 
the fpace of two thouland years. 1 have taicthfully 
extracted, according to promilfe, at the frit cnerance 
upon this work, from holy wrir, the defcent of our 
kings, and the couric of other forms of govern- 
ment, as they fuccecded one another, with their 
power, and admintitration of affairs. 














T will be bold to affirm, chat no man living could 


have written the Jewifh Antiquities in a flyle and. 


manner fo accurate, or fo acceptable to the Greeks, 
as mylell ror chote of my own nation acknowledge 
me to be pertectly vericd in the learning of the Jews; 
and my proficiency in the language of the Greek: 
has been cultivated wich unremitting afliduity. ‘Lhe 
knowledge of different languages, and the embel- 
lifhment of dilcourse, by pointed accents, and turned 
periods, are nor fo highly eflimated by our nation, 
as the knowledge of our laws and che holy dor tp- 
ture. This is an excellency to which two or three, 
of all that ever afpired to it, have ateained, to their 
immortal honour, and to the eflential bene of 
fucceeding ages. 

It will not, I prefume, be deemed amifs, to relate 
fome memoirs of my own life, as there are living, wit- 
neffes to expofe falfhood, and contirny truths. “Uhus 
I cloflemy Antiquities, which are here comprized in 
twenty books, intending, with the Divine permifion, 
todraw upaconcile narrativeof the whole war, trom 
the period of its commencement, Lo the prefent fkate, 
being the thirteenth year of Domitianus Cr:lar, and 
the hfty-fiacth of my own life. 1 allo intend co write 
a treatile on che peculiar tenets and opinions, as held 
by the different Jewifh tcéls, concerning the nature 
and eflease of the Divine Being, and the particu. 
lar Jicences and reflriéliong of our laws, 





had of the Jewisn Anvraurcvics of Poavics Josrpics. 





PR MRA CE. 





Cencligan 
of the ane 
tiquities of 
the Jews, 






The Jewith 
wars the 
mott memo- 
rable of all 
others, 









athe 
realon of 
his undere 
taking. 


fofephus 
centutes 
other hithow 
tians, 


Tiofeites 


ding noality: 


PREFACE of JOSEPHUS 


TO THE 


HISTORY 


Or TILE 


WARS or tHe JEWS. 





S the Wars between the Jews and Romans were, in point of events, the moft memo. 

rable of all others, whether national or civil, many have been induced to prefent the 

ublic with a pretended hiftory of them. But it has appeared, upon impartial exa- 

mination, that their feveral produ€tions have been deficient in the {ftatement of fatts ; or that 

they have tended to veil truth by paitial reprefentation, cither from a defire of conciliating 
the favour of the Romans, or manifelting their hatred to the Jews. 


Aétuated by thefe confiderations, I, Jofephus, the fon of Matthias, an Hebrew by birth, 
and a prieft of Jerufalem, have undertaken to tranflate thofe books, which I formerly com- 
pofed in the language of our country, into the Greck tongue, for the common benefit of the 
fubjeCts of the Roman empire; and having firft borne arms, for the Jews, againft the 
Romans, I find an irefiftible impulfe to profecute my defign. 


Thele dreadful wars commenced at a very critical junéture, when-the Roman flate was 
embroiled by faétion, and the affairs of the Jewith nation flourifhed in an eminent degree. 
Power and opulence incited fedition, which was inflamed into tuinults that alarmed the whole 
eaflern world; for the Jews, as well thofe beyond the Euphrates as the reft, feemed all ina 
confederacy to rife as one man. Commotions prevailed among the Gauls upon the borders 
of Italy, as alfo among the Germans. Ina word, all was in diforder wpon the death of Nero: 
fome arrogating fovereignty to themfelycs, and fome attempting innovations from motives of 
perfonal advantage. 


In this fituation of affairs I hold myfelf bound, in honour and confcience, to vindicate fo 
many important truths from impoflure and miftake ; and, afier having inflrutted the Parthi- 
ans, the Babylonians, the moft remote of the Arabians, the Jows on the farther fide of the 
Kuphrates, with the Adiabeni, in the particulars of the rife, progrefs, and event of the wars, 
not to fuffer the Greeks, and fo many of the Romans, to be impoled upon by fiétions, and 
remain ignorant of molt cflential tranfaétions. 


Thefe writers, mdeed, have the confidence to call their accounts hiflorics, though they are 
deflitute of fenfe, conneétion, and even truth iufelf An evident partiality runs through the 
whole; and to vilify the Jews without caufe, in order to aggrandize the Romans, {cems to 
be their main and principal defign, Where is the glory of triumphing over an enfeebled 
adverlary P Why was not the conqueft more fpecdily atchieved, confidering the mighty 
power of the Romans, and the valour of their commanders? All their honours are fullicd, 
uf they deny or milreprefent the bravery and refoluiion of the vanquifhed. 


Far be it from me to exaggerate the exploits of the Jews, as others have done thofé of the 
Romans. 1 profels to do right indiferiminately to both parties, without addition to, or dim! 
nution from, plain matter of fact; to content mylelf with an afiectionate concern for the 
ruin of my country; while I jullly impute our unhappy divifions, and the very burning of 
the holy temple itfell, to the tyranny of our own governors, who compelled the Romans to 
proceed to that extremity. As an inffanee of this [ Mall cite Pins Cafar, who compatlion- 
ated our miferies, when we were rent by intefline factions, to that humane degree, as to ful 
pend the finsl defruction of the city, (which he afierwards faid in athes,) to give the authors 
of the war tine for reflection and repentance. Lf it fhould be urged that, in the warmth o- 
pation for the opprefion of my country, have tranfereficd the bounds of au hifforian. | 
have only to offer, by way of éxcuf. that Twas impelled by an irrefifible concern for the 
fate of my country. It is beyond a doubt. that of ail the piaces that ever fell under che de- 
nuinton of the Roman empire, none arrived to fo great a degree of eminence, or was re rd 
to fo abject a flare, as the city of Jerufalem. As the calamities of our nation were broagi 
on by our own countrymen, Teenld not but be particularly affected hy them: nor can any 
lid reader cenfure ine for the tragieal fle in which F have related them. rr 
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Joszpuus’s Prerace lo the Tisrory of the Wars of the Juws. 
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The Greck hiflorians have difeovered a very reprchenfible partiality, not only in the 


miffion of the tranfactions of as memorable a war as ever occurred in the revolution of 
a e 


: Soo Se ee ge eke © who have undertaken fo laudable a tafk. 
time, but in derogating from the merits of thofe who have undertaken fo laudabie a tafk 


They have compiled the hifiories of the Medes and Aflyrians from ‘the productions of 


ancient writers, to whom they are greatly inferior both im (life and manner. 


Tt is ie part of a judicious and faithful hillorian, to farnifha himfell, if polfible, with fich 
materials as have not been previoully tranfimited to the world, urfuant to this maxim, 
Lhave, at great eXpence and labour, (being a flranger,) furnilhed both Greeks and Romans 
with a memorial of tranfaciions worthy of betig known. In points ol controverly the 
Greeks have faffictently difplayed their abilities : but they fecm to have negletied the pro- 
vince ef hiflory, or affigncd 1 to men inadequate to the tafk. But the inattention of the 
Greeks does by no means depreciate the ment of the Thflory. 


Tmight kere relate the origin of the Jews, the caule of their leaving Egypt, the countries 
through which they pafled, and the viewlitudes of foriune they underwent, But all this 
would be faperfluons, as thole fubjects have been amply treated by feveral of our own people, 
and faithfully tranflated by fome of the Grecks MiG their own tongue. I fhail begin my 
Hiflory where their writers and our prophets left off With refpeet to the tranfadtions of the 
wars, of which I was cye-witnels, Tfbal! be as copious and particular as poflible; and, on the 
other hand, as conciic and general, with refpect to fuch events as preceded my own Lime. 


The method I propofe fhall be to fer forth the eaufe of the cxpulfion of Antiochus, fur- 
named Epiphanes, after taking. Jerufalem by: force, and keeping pofleHion of it three years 
and an lialf, by the fons of Afinonweus. J fhall then relate the conteft bewwixt the fieceflors 
whout the government, and the advantage the Romens, under the command of Pompey, 
took of that divifion; together with the manner in which Herod, the fon of Antipater, with 
the affiflance of Sofius, the general, put an end to the power of the Afmonaan Ine, 


‘The popular revolt under the government of Quintilius Varus, the war that commenced 
in the twelfth year of the reign of Nero, together with the exploits of the Jews upon their 
taking up arms under the cominand of Ceflus, will el as a part of my plan. In this 
narrative I fhall endeavour to obferve the flrictclt impartiality, and do juflice to the merits of 
the Romans as well as our own countrymen. Nor will I fapprefs any part of the calamitics 
that befell the Jews; as I liave cotcmporaries ready to controvert whatever may be advanced 
contrary to the truth, 


Iuwill be alfo neceflary to Mate the events which took place on the death of Nero, and fuc- 
ceffion of Vefpafian, a was called back to affume the Imperial government as he was go- 
ing to attack Jerufalem, with the prefages he had of his future greatnels, the changes that. 
happened at Rome under his government, and his being declared Emperor again{l hus will. 
Tothis will be added the fedition that arofe amongf] the Jews upon his going mto Egypt to 
give neceflary orders, the favery they endured under tyrannical opprefiion, and the anuno- 
iutes that prevailed among! ticm. 


The a@ls of Titus wil] alfo be attended to; fuch as the inroads he made into Judwa, the 
number of his approaches, the flvength of his works, the fortifications of the city and of the 
temple, and the model and dimenfions of the altar, Nor fhall To oniit an account of our 
folenm fcfavals, the ceremonies that attend them, the feven forts of purification, the offices 
of the facerdotal funétion, the vcfiments of the pricfls, or whatever is facred belonging to 
the holy temple, 


Uthall reprefent, with impartiality, the eruclty of our governors:towards thofe of their own 
Inbe and profeffion, the humanity of the Romans evan towards flrangers, and the candour 
and liberality of Titus, in inviting the Jows to come toan agreement among fl themfelves, 
from an honourable detign of faving both'the temple and city, 1 fhall enlarge upon the ful- 
forings and calamitics oF the people, that arofe from war, fedition, and famine, till, in the 
end, they were made prifoners ; nor fhall I pals over the deflruéiion of the fugitives, or the 
torments infli@led upon thofe that were taken. TU (hall alfo advert Co the conflagration of the 
tomple againll the will of Caelar, the conftampion of the fhered trealire, the facking of the 
tty, the prodigies that preceeded the captivating of our tyrannical mafiers, and the (aver 
ofthe people that were carried away. Laflly, I fhall deleribe the progrels of “Vitus diana 
the eny and country, together witly his yerupir HMO Italy, and Iris triamph. : 

Thefe are the heads of the feven following books, which Thave written in confirmation of 
uth, and to exempt myfelf frory the cenftre of thofe who are well acquainted with the 
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CHAP. I. 


Competition between Antiochus and Ptolemy. Antio- 
chus enters Fudea, and takes Ferufalem. Perfecutes 
the Jews, as does Bacchides. Matthias avenges their 
caufe. ‘Judas reftores the werfbip of the true God. 

'. Death of Antiochus and. Fudas. 


HE great men of the, Jews being divided 
into tactions amongit themielves, ata time 


that there was a competition between An- - 


tiochus Epiphanes and Ptolemy the Sixth, 
Onias, the high -prieft, got theafcendancy, and drove 
the fons of ‘I’obias out of the city, who applied 
themfelves to Antiochus, with intreaties that he 
would make an inroad into Judaa, and ufe them 
for his guides. ‘The king being ealily perfuaded to 
an exploit he had in contemplation before, marched 
into Judaa with’a powerful army, toolx Jerufalem 
by affault, and put great numbers to the {word that 
were fufpected to be friends to Prolemy. The pil- 
lage, in general, he gave to the foldiers; rifled the 
temple himfelf; and, for three years and an half, 
difconrinued the prayers that were there daily offered 
up to Almighty God. Onias, the high-pricit, fed 
to Prolemy, who gave him .permiffion to build a 
temple and city near Heliopolis, after the model of 
that at Jerufalem, of which we fhall have occalion 


to {peak hereafter. 


Antiochus was not fatished with his unexpected 
taking-of the city, or with its pillage, or with the 
great flaughter he had made there; but, being over- 
come with the violence of his paffion, and remem- 
bering what he had Suffered during the ficge, corn- 
pelled the Jews to renounce the laws of their coun- 
try, keep their infants uncircuméiled, and facrifice 
fwine’s fiefth upon the altar. Theie were violations 
dreadful to all good mens but none dared to oppose 
them without hazard of their lives. 

Bacchides had, at this time, the command of Ju- 
dea, under Antiochus, who could not have found 
out a fitter inftruament tor his purpote, being a man 





| 
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! 
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naturally fierce and mercilefs, and as ready to exe- 
cute cruelties as the other to enjoin them. It was 
his common practice to treat men of quality with 
the greateft indignity; and Jerufalem was little more 
than a city in name, without privilege, and without 
commerce. “hus proceeded this infolent tyrant, 
cil the fufferings of the people fpurred them‘on to 
meditate revenge. Matthias, the fon of Afmonzus, 
one of the prietts, that lived at a village called Mo: 
din, drew up a band of his own domeftics, who, 
arming themiclves with daggers, lew Bacchides, 
and withdrew immediately to the mountains, out of 
the reach of the garrifons, for their fatety. The 
people came flocking into Matthias, till he found 
himielf (trong enough to venture down into the 
plain, where he gave the enemy battle, and forced 
them out of the borders. This fuccefs gave him 
fuch reputation, that the people, in acknowledge- 
ment of their deliverance, chole him for their ge. 
neral, in which command he died, leaving the go- ,-" 
verninent to his eldett fon Judas. : 


Judas, upona prefumption that Antiochus would 
renew his hoitilities, levied a confiderable ‘army of 
his own countrymen, and entered into ‘an alliance 
with the Romans. Antiochus, upon this, made ano- 
ther incurfion into Judea, where he met with a tota 
repulfe. Judas availed himfelf of this advantage, 
and affaulted the city garrifon, in which action. the 
foldiers were beaten out of the upper city (com- 
monly called the holy place) into the lower. He 
then got poffeffion of the temple, purified it througn- 
ous, ran up awall about it, and turnifhed it with 
forts of veflels for Divine worfhip; the other being 
accounted polluted and prophane.. He cauted ano- 
ther altar alfo to be ereéted, and facrifices to be ol 
fered upen ic; bueas foon as the true religion w#s 
reltored, Antiochus died. . ; 


This Antiochus was fucceeded by a fon of che « 
fame name, who boreas much enmity to the Jews" | 
his tather hed done before him. He put himielt at 
the head of an army of fifty thoufand toot, near five 
hundred horfe, and eighty elephants, and tel 


unon judas by the way of the mountains. He 00% 
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the town of Bethfura, and paffing through a narrow 
deiile, in a plaice called Beth-zacharias, Judas en- 
gaged him inthe pats; and, before the armics could 
jom, his brother Eleazar, wiking notice of one 
dephans, taller than the ret, with a cattle upon his 
back, and arrayed with funptuous trappings, he took 
infor granted, chat che rider mutt be Antiochus. La 
this coniidence he advanced upon the enemy, and 
male his way up to theelephance; bur finding the 
perfon upon him, whom he cook tor the king, out of 
insteach, he fabbed the beall with a weapon, and 
was crofhed to death under che weight of him upon 
his jall, giving thole around him to underttand, how 
mucha brave man valued his honour above his life. 
Buritteems that the rider of this elephant was only 
2 private man; though, ithad been Antiochus him- 
teh, Mleazar could have got no more by it, than the 
reputation of dacrificing his life co the very hope of 
atchieving fo heroic an expluit. ‘This dizappoint- 
ment was looked upon by his brother as a prefage 
to the faie of the batele; for, though the Jews mam- 
tained a long and olsitinate cugagement, they were, 
in the end, overpowered by numbers, and, after a 
great lofs of men, Jucas, with the remainder, re- 
tired into the coparchy ot Gophnis, while Antiochus 
repaired to Jerufalem, After a tew days tay, how, 
ever, he was forced to withdraw through want of 
neceffuries, leaving behind him a competent gar- 
riten, and fending the refl to take up their wiater 
quarters in Syria, 

Judas, availing himfelfof the king’s abfence, and 
having obtained fome reinforcements fron: his own 
countrymen, in addition to thofe who bad cicaped 
out of the Tate battle, encountered a party of \n- 
tiochus, at a place called Adala, where he fo fig. 
nalized himfelf by his valour, that he was opprefted 
by multitudes, and fell in the aétion. this brother 
John did noc durvive him many days, being drawn 
into an ambuth by the friends of zAntiochus, that 
coll him his life. 


Or 
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Jonathan betraved, and put to death, by Trvphon, S:- 

"ion recovers Judea, and falls by a plot of Ploleny, 
his fon in-law. Hyrcauns made high pricf, en at. 
tacks Ptolemy. Cruelty of Ptolemy fo the relative: 
of Myreanus. Antiochus invefts Hernjalen. Sebafle 
difiroyed by Aviflobulus and lutigonus, 


ee was fucceeded, as prince of the Jews, by 
s! his brother Jonathan, who conduéted hinifelf’ 
with great caution and prudence towards thole of 
his own nation, ftrengcthening his interefl, by mik- 
Ing friends of the Romans, and coming to a better 
undertlanding wich the fon of Antiochus. Burthis 
did not fublerve any eflentizl purpofe, for the ty- 
mat Tryphon, the cacor of young Antiochus, had 
secourte to treachery, and, at the fame cime, to the 
means of depriving Jonathan of the afiflance of 
his triends s fo chat upon Jonathan's coming to An- 
nochus, wt Peolemais, with a fender train, Lryphon 
teized him by furprize, and having, made hind pri- 
loner, marched with his army againtl Pudasa, when 
Sunon, the brother of Jonathan, repaulled, and 
routed him. Upon this he wreaked his VOUsCEnog 
on Jonathan, and cauled him to be put to death 
Hen purtued his fuecels, took Gi: ara, Poppa, 
al Janinia, made himfelf matter of Acearon, ane 
ecMolithed ity afitted Antiochus againtl “Pry phon, 
who, before his expedition into Media, laid here to 
Dora, But duch was the avarice of the king, thar, 
theuph Simon had contributed to the death of ‘Lry- 
Dien bythe aid he had Riven him, Antiochus foon 
oer dear Condebsas, with an army, to lay wate 
Matt andl to enflave Simon himflel lf” This prince 











(i tie Tews, though rather advanced in life, con- 
eee the war With preat dpirit, Fle fent his fons 
“tore with a cholen band of troops, and took hina- 
e. oa fee way with the reth, Having planted te. 
ue Pies about the mountains, he mer with 
oe ‘els, (ritined an dinportant vielory, and af 
oe Suns fe ¢ Taree higsh-priett, Jihus was Jue 
_ area out of the hands of the Macedo- 
eee a dabjection of iyo years, : 
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afterwards taken off at a feaft, thro’ 
the treachery of bis fon-in-law Ptolemy, who had, at 
the fame cime, his wife and ewo or his ons prifoners. 
Te allo fent fome bravees to dilpatch Jehn, who 
was allo called Elyreanus. Tiaving netice of their 
delign, John haflened to the city, where he had 
many friends, partly through reverence fer the me- 
mory of his father, and partly chrough avertion to 
Prolemy, for his cruel dilpotition, Prolemy endea- 
voured to get into the city by another poll, but the 


people, having admitted Liyreanus, repulfed hii. 





Upon this Ptolemy betook himiclf to the cattle of 


Dagon, beyend Jericho; and Elyrcanus, being at 
this time poflefed of the facerdotal dignity, in fuc- 
cefion to his father, as foon as he ditcharged the 
duties of his function, fpeedily advanced to beficec 
Prolemy in the cattle, and fet his motherand brothers 
at liberty. Hyrcanus invefted-the fortreis, and had 
even a fuperiority over Prolemy, but was overcome 
by the impulle of natural afleclion. When Pto- 
Jemy found himfelf prefied, he caused his mother 
and brothers to be brought out, and expofed on the 
battlements, with menaces to calt them down head_ 
long, unlets} iyreanus immediately retired; and thofe 
mMenices were accompanied with flripes. Hyreanus, 
though tranfported with rage and refentment at fuch 
unworthy treatment, @ave way co the tender emo- 
tions of lial duty and fraternal afv@ion: but his 
mother, with heroic forticude, Aetying torture, and 
even death ittely, adjured her fon co do juitice upon 
the monter, without any regard to what fhe fuf- 
tered; declaring, that to die by the hand of Prolemy, 
would be more cligible to her than the longeft lite, 
provided that fhe and her family might have jullice 
done them upon the inhuman wretch. Lyrcanus, 
through the refolution and authority of his mother, 
was prevailed upon to refume his courage, and pro- 
feeute the affaule; but finding that, as he repeated 
the attack on the one fide, Ptolemy repeated the 
ftripes and indignities on the other, he became over. 
whelmed with compunclion.  ‘Uhele expoltulatory 
deliberations and trantadlions protraéted the fiege 
to the fabbatic, orfeventh, year of ret, which is ob- 
ferved by the Jews as ilri¢tly as the feventh day, 
Ptolemy finding thar, upon this revolution, the fieee 
wasrefpiced, put borhmother and brothers to death, 
and then fled'to “eno, otherwile called Cotylas, the 
Severnor of Philadelphia. 

Antiochus, refenting the defeat he had fullained 
from Simon, marched with an army into Judava, fat 
down before Jerulalem, and beficged Fyrcanus, 
who, inthis dittrets, opencd the fepulehre of David, 
(the molt cpulenc of princes,) took upwards of three 
thoufand talents out of it, and came toa compo- 
ficion with Antiochus, for three hundred talents, 
to raife the fiege. ‘his was the firll prince of the 
Jews who ever entertained forcien mercenarics, 


Antiochus having quitred Jerufialem, and being 
upon the mareh with all his troops into Media, | lyr. 
canus moved towards Syria, upon intelligence that 
their towns were neither manned nor fortified, 
which he found accordingly to be true, and took 
Medabaand Samana, with divers other places adja- 
cent, Te over-ran the country of the Chuthites, a 
people bordering upon a fimous temple, creéted 
there in imitation of that ac Jerufalem. Pleo Whe. 
wie took Dorion and Marili, with many other 
towns in tduniea, Ife atrerwards went to Samiuria, 
acity re-built by fierod, now called Sebafle. | fe: 
cacompafed it with a wall, and commitced the care 
of the fiege to his fons Ariflobulus and A neigonus, 
who brought the inhabitants to lich diftrets, for 
want of provifions, that a creas mortality enfued, 
In this diflrefy they applied ro Aptiochus for duc 
cour, Who came readily ro their afliftanee, butte 
his own undoing, for the two brothers gave him a 
total overthrow, purtuiny, him as fer as Seythopo- 
lis, burin the end he made his Cleape. ‘Phe bro. 
thers, atter chisy returned to Sart, fhot che au] 
titude again within the walle, forced che Cliv, de. 
molifhed it, and niade faves of the Inhabieuies, 
fvery thing fuceceding to theirs with, they did not 
fuller their ardour to abate, but uiaeched as fir: 
Sevthopols, made an ineurtion pon it, and dail 
walle all the country that lay within Mount ¢ ‘armel, 
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CHAP. I. 


Hyrcanus dies, and is fuccecdcd by Lis eldeft fon Arifto- 
bulus. Eis cruelty to bis snether and brotker Auti- 
geius. Predi@ion of Sudas, one of the feét of the 
isfenes. Death of Avificbulus canfed by a judicial 
diftemper. Alexander fet at hberty, and dcclared king. 
After various fucceffes, be is routed by Obodas. De- 
metrius affifis the fews. Light bunared prifoners 


inbunanly crucified for a [pcétacle. 
TIE fucceffion of John and his fons excited the 
i envy of the adjacent country to that degree, 
that a fedition enfued, and terminated in an open 
war, After that decilion, the. remainder of John’s 
life and government was ealy and happy; and, atthe 
endofiiirty-three years, he departed this life, leaving 
five fons behind him: He was a man of {fo amiable 


a charaéter, as to be univerfally refpceéted ; and was: 


in poffefion of fome advantages peculiar to himfelf, 
being, at the fame time, a prince, an high-priest, and 
a prophet; fo that, having Divine revelations, he 
jeder or never tailed in his preditions. Iie fore- 
faw, and foretold, thatthe dominion of his twwoeldeft 
fons would not laft Jong ; and it willevidently ap- 
pear, froma brief view of the tranfadtions of their 


lives, how Short they fell of the reputation and hap-~ 


pineis of their father, 


Onthedemife of Hyrcanus, Ariftobulus, theeldeft 
fon, changed the government into amonarchy, and 
was the Arit that fer a crown upon his own head. 
This was 481 years and three months after the te- 
turn of the people into Judea, from the captivity 
of Babylon. Ariftobulus was very partial to his 
brother Antigonus, infomuch, that he admitted 
him toa fhare in the government; but he caufed his 
mother, and the reft or his brethren, to be taken into 
cultody: nay, he carried his cruelty towards his mo- 
ther to fuch exceis, that he cauted herto perifh with 
famine in prifon, upon a juggeftion that idyrcanus 
had left the regency in her hands. 


But Ariftobulus was juftly punifhed for thefe un- 
natural proceedings in the lots ot Antigunus, whom 
he caufed to be put to death upon the calumnies of 
a faction, whole bufinels it was to render him odi- 
ous. Ariftobulus had fo great an affection fer this 
brother, and fo fair an opinion of him, that, for a 
jong time, he looked upon thefe reports as mere 
forgery and flander, But an unlucky circumftance 
at lengh raifed his fulpicion, and confirmed the in- 
finuatiens of the enemics of his brother. Ariito- 
bulus happening to be icized with a matignant 
difeafe, during the celebration of the featt of taber- 
nacles, Antigonus in the mean tine returned from 
the camp to Jerufalem, in all the pomp of a con- 
queror. Towards the end of the folemnity he 
marched up, attended by a train of armed men; 
thinking thac the more grandeur he aflumed, the 
greater honour he did his brother; and all this upen 
an impulle principally of devotion. The courtiers 
immediately took advantage of the circumitance, 
fuggelting to the king the ill effeéts thar might 
arHe from this parade of arms and guards, and that 
Antigonus could have nohoneftdelign in it, as trom 
thence it appeared he couid nor reft content with a 
jhare in the government, without the abfolute pof- 
jeffion of it. : 


Arviftobulus was at length prevailed upon, by de- 
grees, to provide againtt all hazards, without dijco- 
vering any tort of jealoufy. ble refided at that time 
in the caltle of Baris, afterwards called Antonia, 
where he fent for his guards, and ordered them to 
waitfor Antigonus ina certain fubterranean paflage. 


ithe came unarmed, they were to let him pats; if? 


otherwife, they were to finifh him on theipor. Arif: 
tobulus then tent for Antigonus, requiring him cto 
come unarmed. The queen concerted the plot with 
the confpirators, by engaging the king’s meflenger 
not to deliver the order in exprels and definitive 
terms, but rather obliquely bing, that the king inti- 
mated a defire of feeing the fuit of armour he had 
got in Galilee ; upon which Antigonus, without the 
2 


, Bonus went through the temple, exclaimed to fome 
-Of his difciples, ‘* that it was time for him to leave 
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leaft fufpicion of the good faith of his brother 
fpeedily arrayed himfelf in armour, and haftened 
to preient himielf. Burin the fubterranean paffage 
iknown by the name of Straton’s Tower, the guards 
fell upon him, and flew him. ‘Chis inftance may 
jerve as a leflon, that the bonds of nature, equity 
and friendihip, are all cancelled where the ear is 
open to calumny and flander, and that no reliance 
fhould be placed in tycophants, thar generally inteit 
courts. 


In this place I cannot omit a remarkable ftory of - 

ig }; by fect Effene : w o* The deasy 
one Judas, by te¢tan Effene, a man famous for di- of Anu. 
vination, who had never been known to fail in his 25 torew 
predictions. Judas happening to pafs by a3 Anti- : is 
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‘© the world, when truth icfelf was dead; that his 
** prediction was falle, as that very Antigonus, who 
*““was to have been flain that day, is ill living. 
“ ‘Yhe tacal place where he was to have been taken 
** off was Straton’s Tower, which is no lefs than 
*© Goo {tadia from hence, and that they were then 
*© but in the fourth hour of the day.?? This excla- 
mation was accompanied bya dejection of counte- 
nance that betrayed the anxiety of his mind. News 
arrived foon aiter, that Antigonus was flain ina fub- 
terraneous paflage, bearing the fame name of Stra- 
ton’s ‘i’ower with that of Cefarea upon the fea-coatt, 
and this ambiguity mifled the prophet. 


The crime of fratricide was no fooner committed, 
than Arifiobutus was feized with all the horrors of 
conicience, which greatly inflamed his diftemper, and 
brought on an exceffive vomiting ef blood, which 
was thrown by the servants on the very jpot where 
Antigonus was flain. This raifed a lamentable out- 
cry among, the fpeétators, which the king overhear- 
ing, fence immediately to enquire into the caule of it. 
‘The more reluétant they were to difclofe it, the 
more he preficd them, till at length they related the 
whole matter, when the king, fetching a deep iigh, 
exclaimed, “ that it was noz to be expected his te- | ay 
*Scret fins thould eicape the eye of an all-feeing anid, 
“God, and that divine vengeance thall not follow sitet: 
‘io hormd a crime. He lamented chat his body 
“ fhould retain his foul from doing the juitice he 
* owed to the manes of a murdered mother and 
* brother; and that he fhould linger and goolf, at 
Jatt, in che bitterneis of agony, the fport of for- 

* tune? — With thele words he refigned his breath, 
having reigned no longer than one year. 








The widowed queen fet Alexander at liberty, and : 
caufed him to be declared king. He was the eldeft (:" 
fon, and reputed a prince of moderation. When he “"* 
came to the crown, however, he put one of his bro- 
thers to death for afpiring to the fovereignty ; but 
the other reconciling himielf to a private itation, was 
admitted to his friendfhip and favour. 


Prolemy Lathur, king of Egypt, having taken was: 
Afochis, Alexander gave him battle, and flew many *" 
of his men; but the victory rather inclined to Pro- 
lemy. Cleopatra, the mother of that prince, fore- 
ing him away into Egypt, Alexander took Gadara 
by fiege, and Amathus, the ftrongeft of all the for- 
trefles beyond Jordan, and the place where Theo- 
dore, the fon of Zeno, had depofited his choice 
treafure. Bue Theodore mreaeking him before he 
was aware, not only recovered his treafure, but took 
the king’s baggage, and cut off near ten thoufan 
jews in the battle. Alexander, however, by the 
addition of fome reinforcements after this defeat, 
carried the war towards the fea coafts, to Raphia, 
Gaza, and Anthedon, which Herod, in procels 0 
time, called Agrippias. 


As public affemblies and feftivals are frequently 4 cs 
productive of jeditions, the Jews raifed an Inti as 
rection againft Alexander, on an accufation of this ' 
kind. Ic came to fuch a pitch, as to fall little fhort 
of a general revolt; fo that the king, in his own 
defence, was under the neceffiry of taking foreign- 
ers into pay, as Pifidians and Cilicians 5 but e 
Syrian mercenaries, fuch was their, averiion to the 
Jews, that he durft not admit them into the fervice., 


-lowever, with the forces he had raifed, he cut ae 
upwards 
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youlund of the mutincers, and then 
inade war on Arabia, where h¢ dubdued the Gala- 
adires, abd the Moabites, made them this tributaries, 
and returned co sin By this cime Vheodore, 
med at che fuccefits of Alexander, quitted the 
; and the other, finding it wichout 2 garriulon, 
ted ig to the ground. 
Lis next expedition was again{ft Obodas, king of 
Arabia, who laid in ambulh tor him near Golan. 


upwards of fix u 
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*“Ajexander was there furprized, and driven into a 


deep valley, where his army was cruthed by the mul- 
titude of camels. We elcaped himielf, with great 
difficulty, to Jerudalem, where he found his dormer 
foes moreimplacable than ever fittce his iait difaiter, 
‘Chey embarrafttd him much; though, in every en- 
counter, he overcame them, infomuch that, wichin 
the courie of fix years, he deftroyed at leatt 530,0co 
Tews. But he could derive no Jatisfaction trom 
victories attended with the devattation of his king- 
dom, fo that, in the end, he had recourte trom arms 
to reafon, and endeavoured toingratiace himiclf with 
his people by lenient meatures. Bur the mutability 
of his conduct, inftead of gaming them over, ren- 
dercd him fo odious and contemptible, thar, on his: 
atking them what he fhould dd to appeate them, 
they replied, thac he mutt die; adding, that they 
could hardly pardon him in his grave forsthe inju- 
rics he had done them in the time of his like. 


The Jews called to their affiftance king Deme- 
trius Muerus, who, dinding it his intere!t to come 
over to them, readily complied, and advancing with 
anarmy, joined the Jews near Shechem. ‘Uhcey were 
computed to amount, in number, to 3090 horle, and 
“wo,ccotoot. Alexander, however, withonly 10,cco 
well aficdled Jews, encountered them. The two 
kings, before they engaged, ufed their endeavours 
to Sain delerters from each party; Jemetrius ap- 
plying himtelf to the mercenaries of Alexander, and 

the other co the Jews that followed Demetrius: buc 
when they found that neither che Jews or Greeks 
could be wreught upon to prove unfaithful, they 
> puticto che decifion of a battle, in which Deme- 
trius came off conqueror, though Alexander’s nier- 
cenaries dilplayed @reat cqurage. Demetrius, in- 
deed, was abandoned by fome of the troops that in- 
vited him to come over tothem,; and thecompafiion 
onleveral of the Jews for thetr unfortunate king, in- 
duced Goo of thole who had fought agzainit him, to 
icck him out, and join him, in the mountains, where 
he had taken refuge. “This fudden turn of fortune 
warmed Demetrius to that degree, that, through 
tear Jett the reft of the army fhould follow this ex- 
ample, he gave up his defign, and withdrew. 

But thete defertions of the auniliaries had no effect 
onthe mulutude, who (ill maintained the war a- 
Seintt Alexander, cill he had Main che greatetk pare 
8 , mo 
orthem, and driven the remainder into the city of 
Bemezcl, where they were all made prifoners, and 
carried to Jerufalem. We have now before us a 
iriking inftance of the ungovernable rage of an 
impetuous pation. Alexander, revelling with his 
concubines, as one part of the cniertainment, cauled 
to be exhibited the horrid {pectacle of Soo prifoners 
02 crofes in the midft of the city, having frit com- 
manded the throats of their wives and children co be 
cut before their faces. This dreadful feene bad duch 

ke effeét on the oppofing multitude, that 

er3urthem fled their country the next night; nor 

Wee ticy return cil) after che death of this prince. 

the iahuman means he at length fuppreffed the 
that aulurbed the peace of his kingdom. 
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CTIA RP. IV. 


Lonius makes an expedition againf? the 

4s jurprifed, and routed, by Aretas, king of 
a Lxploits and death of Alexander. The re- 
left te his giteen, Alexandra, and bis two fois, 









andra weholly under the infiuence of the 
Ariflchvine tokes the Loverniment upon 
7e 
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us. Ihe former is made bigh- . 
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hinferf, but Atexandra, ai her dearb, leaves 
ses > ; 
fhyreanus. Differtion between toe orelhrewt. C0 - 


Premife eitfucs. 


ito 


Expedition 
of Antia- 
chus taint 
the Jews, 


pT inteftine broils amongit the Jews 
had lubfided, Anciochus Dionyfius, the bro- 
ther of Demetrius, and the lait of the race of Se- 
Jeucus, involved Alexander tn ireth troubles. ‘TVhis 
prince, having overcome the Arabians, put Alex- 
ander into fome apprehenfion for himielf; fo chat he 
ran a tine, with a deep ditch, andan high wall, be- 
tore it, with wooden towers, 1n order to prevent any 
fudden approaches. “Vhis line, or retrenchment, was 
carried all along the mountains near s\nripacris, to 
the burders of Joppa. Buc ic was no obitruction 
to the progrels of Antiochus; for he fet fire to the 
towers, filled the ditches, and fo paffing over with 
his army, marched ftraicaway againtt che Arabians, 
regardleis of his revenge upon Alexander. 
Te ts ate 
tucked by 
the Arabi 
alts. 


Aretas, king of Arabia, upon the approach of 
«Antiochus, drew his army into tlrong holds, and 
then on 2 fudden, when the latter thougshe himielf 
fecure, tell upon hin with ten thoufand horte. ‘he 
action was obltinate and bloody; for while Antio- 
chus lurvived, hismen tlood bravely by him, though 
the Arabians made very great faughter. When 
he fell in the heat of the battle, they curned their 
backsand fled; fo that upon the idlue, bet wixe chole 
that were cut off in the engagement and the purluic, 
the army was nearly deitroyed. Somecicaped into 
the village of Cana, where the greater part of them 
scerifhed with famine. “he people of Damatcus 
ad fuch an hatred for Prolemy, the fon of Men.’ 
nivos, thar they entered into a league with Aretas, 


Fouls in the 
acon. 


Aretis des 
fentts Atoas 





and made him king of Ceclo.Syria. Lie carried the a 
war into fuciea, defeated Alexander, and then re. "7 
tired Upon mutual agreement. 


Fyrtoits of 





Vhe king of the Jews having taken Pella, afault- 
ed Gerala, and carried ir, though fortified with a” 
triple cireumvalladion, making himlelf matter noc 
only of the place, but of all che creafure of “Cheo- 
dore depofited therein. After this he demolifhced 
Graulan, Seleucia, anda place called the Valley of 
Antiochus, together with che {trong cattle of Ga- 
mara. Inthis place he rook prifoner Demecrius, the 
governer, (i man of infamous charaéter;) and to 
returned to Joerulalem, where he was received with 
joytul acchunations, alter a fuccels of three vears. 
a\t the expiration of the war he fell into a quartan 
ague, and being of an opinion chat action would do 
him) good, entered into a frefh and unicatonable 
war, and ilrag@ling beyond his tlrength, wore hina. 
felf out with daugues; and thus clofed the fecne of 
lite in the cwenty-feventh yeur of his reign. 

Alexander left the kingdom to Alexandra, his 
queen, as one thar had acquired popularity by her 
moderation and virtue: he therefore made no doubt 
of the people’s ready fubmiffion and refignation ro 
her authority. Nor was hedeccived in his opinion; 
tor the reputation of her goodnels atoned for the 
difadvanrages of her fex, being a woman verfed in 
the Jewifh rites and cuftoms, and one chat had 
given conflant proot of her zeal for the obfervance 
of thofe holy liws. Vs fhe had wo fons by Alex- 
ander, fhe made J-fyrcanus, the elder, high-prieit ; 
not only onaccount of hisi¢eniority, but the ina¢ti- 
vity of his difpofition, which would prevent him 
trom difturbing the public peace. Ariftobulus, the 
younger, being of an cnterprizing fpirit, fhe though 
it more expedient to keep him ina private {kation. 


His death, 


Te Jeaves 
thes 
to Aleta: 
dra, 








Tyrcanes 
advanced 
ta the por: 
Vike ate, 


There was amongit the Jews a certain feck call. 
ed Phariices, who valued themteives upon being 
thought morc holy than their neighbours, and better 
filled in the law. Alexandra, who was bigotted in 
her religion to a degree of fuperilicion, held thefe 
men in the moft profound reverence upon account 
of their mighty pretenfions; and they availed thern- 
felves fo far of her favourable opinion, as to en- 
grofs the honour and privileges of government, re- 
commend to places under adminiflration, and im- 
prifon or diicharge whom they thought proper, 
They referved both the honourable and profitable 
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They op- 
prefs the 
Jews. 


Doinafeus 
sukea by 
Alexandia. 


‘Ariftobulus 
feizes onthe 
hingdom, 


Death of 
Alexandra, 


Difputes 
between the 
brothers 

for the 
Kingdom, 


Shey come 
baa 
pofition. 
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commiflions of government to themfelves; but the 
cares, expences, and difficulties, were left to Alex- 
andra. She had great fagacity in the conduct of 
affairs; made a point of augmenting the militia 5, 
kept cwo armies on foot, and a great number of 
foreign auxiliaries in pay, which rendered her re- 
fpectable at home, and formidable abroad. But 
though fhe had thus far the command of others, 
fhe was herfelf under the abfolute dominion of the 
Pharifees. 

‘The leaders of this feét caufed Diogenes, a man 
of the firft rank, and a particular friend of the late 
king, to be put to death, upon a iuggeftion that 
he had a concern in crucifying the eight hundred 
prifoners at the command of Alexander. Nay, 
furcher, they prevailed with the queen not to fuffer 
one man to efcape that was an adviler to that hor- 
rible proceeding. The queen was fo captivated, 
that fhe could deny them nothing; fo that under 
the colour of fuch prevailing influence, they de- 
flroyed whom they pleated, and carried their vio- 
lence to fuch lengths, that no good man was fafe ; 
infomuch, that feveral perfons of condition were 
forced to take fanétuary with Ariftobulus, who 
perfuaded his mother to fpare thole perlons out of 
refpect to their dignity, and for the future to expel 
thofe from the city whom fhe might fulpeét of hav- 
ing been guilty. This being granted, they were 
banifhed, inftead of being put to death. 


OF 


Alexandra, about this time, fent an army to Da- 
mafcus, upon a pretexce that Ptolemy grievoully op- 
prefled that city, and got poffeffion of it without 
any confiderable refiftance. Cleopatra was now be- 
ficged in Prolemais, by Tigranes, lane of Armenia, 
while Alexandra plied him with pretencs and propo- 
fals; but Iuucullus having already entered Arme- 
nia with a Roman army, he marched away to pre- 
vent further mifchief at home. 


Soon after this Alexandra fell dangeroufly ill; 
whereupon the younger brother, Ariftobulus, witha 
train of adherents, in. the primeof youth, faithful 
and brave, got poffeffion of the caftles, feized what 
money he could find, engaged a body of auxiliary 
troops, and declared himlelf king. Hyrcanus com- 
plaining of this ufurpation to his mother, fhe {fo far 
commiferated his cate, that fhe caufed the wife and 
fons of Ariftobulus to be confined in the cattle on 
the north fide of the temple, formerly called Baris, 
and afterwards Antonia under the government of 
Anthony, as Sebafteand Agrippias drew their names 
from Auguiftus and Agrippa. Alexandra, after a 
reign of nine years, departed this lite, before fhe 
could revenge herfelf upon Ariftobulus for endea- 
vouring to depofe his brother. 


She lefe EIyrcanus all fhe poffeffed, and tranf- 
mitted the government to him while fhe was living ; 
but Ariftobulus was much his fuperior in power 
and magnanimity. The difpute between the two 
brothers came to a battle near Jericho, where the 
greater part of Hlyrcanus’s men went over to Ari- 
itobulus, while he, with his wretched partizans, 
efcaped, with much difficulty, into Antonia, where 
they had their fecurity, the wife and fons of Ari- 
ttobulus being there in cultody. ‘The brothers, 
however, before matters proceeded to extremities, 
came to this agrcement, that Flyrcanus fhould yield 
up the kingdom to Ariftobulus, and content him- 
felf with fuch honours and privileges as belonged 
to the dignity of the king’s brother.” The reconci- 
liation being interchangeably declared in the tem- 
ple, they embraced cach other, and Ariftobulus 
repaired to the royal palace, while Hyrcanus went 
zo the former refidence of his brother. 


CHAP. Vz. 


tlvrecis, at the inflance of <tutipater, applies for 
2 nee, inthe recovery of bis kingdom, to Aretas, 
King of elrabia, who enters Fudeea with a formi- 
dabie arnix, forces triffobulus inte “ferufalem, and 
befieges fim there. Scaurus, the Roman general, 
renpted hy a bribe, raifes the fege. The tsvo bro- 
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thers prefer their fuit to Pompey, who treats the 
younger with great contempt. They plead their daiefe 
before Pompey. Ariftobulus fubmits to Pompey, hie 

#s made his prifoncr. ‘Ferufalem befieged, and the 
temple taken by affault. Moderation of Pompzy, 

He declares Hyrcanus high-prief. Ariptobulus aid 
family carried away prifoners to Rome. 


HE fudden elevation of Ariftobulus to the 

oyal dignity was a great mortification to his 
enemies, and elpecially to Antipater, with whom he 
had been long at variance, Antipater was by ex. 
traction an Idumaean, and, for birth and eftate, a 
man of the firft rank in the country. Hyrcanus be- 
ing now depoled, and arrogantly deprived of his do. 
minions, Antipater adviled him to apply to Aretas. f° 
king of Arabia, for affiftance towards the recovery 
of his kingdom; employing his own intercit, at the 
fame time, with Aretas, to gain the point, by cen- 
furing the ufurpation of Ariitobulus, and applaud. ‘ 
ing the pacific difpofition of Hyrcanus. He ad. 
duced arguments fupported by the honour of con- 
tributing to the reftoration of a much injured kine 
and enfcrced them by reprefenting it as becomins 
the character of a great prince to vindicate the pic: 
rogative of royalty. 





Having thus pre-difpofed Aretas in favour of 
Hyrcanus, Antipater conveyed him out of the city 
by night, and brought him, with the utmott expe- 
dition, to Petra, the royal palace of Arabia, where ; 
he configned him, with plaufible words, and fump- 
tuous prefents, to the care and protection of the 
king, who promifed to exert his utmoft endeavours 
to reftore him to his crown. 





To this end he entered Judsea with an army of 
50,000 men, horfe and foot; fo that Ariftobulus, 
through inferiority in point of numbers, being in- 
capable of making refiftance, was routed at the firtt ( 
charge, and forced to take fanctuary in Jerufalem. 
He was there befieged ; and had certainly been taken, #* 
if Scaurus, the Roman general, had not fealonably 
interpofed, and raifed the fiege. Pompey the Great, . 
who was then at war with Tigranes, fent Scaurus, 
with an army, out of Armenia into Syria; but, upon 
his arrival ac Damafeus, he found the place taken 
by Metullus and Lellius, and their troops drawa 
off. Receiving intelligence of the {tate of affairs ia ¢.. ., 
Judzea, he thought it moft expedient to bend his 
courle that way, and had no fooner reached the bor- Jt 
ders, than he was encountered by two deputies from 
the brothers, who had each of them taftructions to 
implore the affiftance of the Romans tor their re- 
fpeétive matters. But the three hundred talents pre- 
fented by the deputy of Ariftobulus, had much more 
weight than the pretenfions of his brother liyrea- 
nus, as appears from an herald being fent by Scaurus 
to Elyrcanus and the Arabians, threatening them 
with the refentment of Pompey and the Roman te- 
nate, unlefs they immediately railed the fiege. Are- 
tas, terrified into compliance, withdrew with pre. | 
cipitation out of Judza into Philadelphia ; and 
Scaurus returned to Damafcus.  Ariftobulus, not 
fatisied with his efcape, affembled all his forces, 
and purfued the enemy to a place called Papyron, 
where he engaged them, and cut off above fix thou- 
fand of their men, and amongtt the reft Cephalon, 
the brother of Antipater. 


P ate pets 
Hyrcanus and Antipater, thus deprived of their t 

hopes from the Arabians, transferred the fame 0 : 
their very adverfaries; and upon Pompey’s enters 
Syria, and coming to Damafcus, catt themfelves 
upon his honour for protection. They ufed i Me 
fame means of prefents and arguments which they 
had done with Aretas ; entreating Pompey eo aahe 
fider the violent ufurpation of Ariftobulus, anc 0 
right of Hyrcanus, as well with refpect to femlone: 
as character. Ariftobulus, relying upon his interes 
with Scaurus, arrayed himfelf in royal attire, 4” 
prefented his perfon to Pompey with the train inc 
equipage of aking. But finding that his a 
of royal digniry had no weight with Pompey, ook 
difdaining a fervile application, he abruptly to 
his departure, and returned to Diofpolis. 
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cc arrogant behaviour of Aritcbulus pave 
\ great offence, a mott defirable ctreun- 
ance tol Isrcanus and his adherents. Lic imune- 
diately drew out his Remi troops, ane fome Syren 

tries, and marched aiter him. When he had 
pallcd Peila and Scythopolis, and came cto Corea, 
upon the borders of Judea, in the Mediterranean 
wflage, he heard that Arittobulus was Hed to Alex - 
andiion, adtrong hold, fituated on an high moun- 
tala, Whither he tenr, and commanded him to come 
down tohim. Arittobulus, naturally proud and ant 
bicous, could not brook this imperious mandate, 
and thererore decermined to run ali hazards r 
than comply with ic: but, through the murmuring 
or the people, and the prefling inflances of his 
friends, to confider the power at the Romans, and 
the urgency of che Cale, he was ac length pre varied, 
upon to come dawns and ai ter Jpcaking 11 deicnee of 
his pretenfions, wentup again, fie alterwards, atthe 
rapuifition of his brother, came down a iccond sie 5 
aad shen they had each of them preierred their re- 


OF 
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-dpetiveclaims to Pompey, returned without the leat 
“motelbation, 


de was now divided between hope 
end tear, and alternarely difpofed co fubmuffion anct 
retiiiance, cil, pon macure deliberation, he was re- 
folved to goup co the cattle again, left he thould be 
tempted to do any thing derogatory co his royal 
{tare. 

Pompcy was now firongly inclined to take pofiti 
fiew or the cattle; bue being told chat v\rifio’ 
hid given a politive charge to all the eevern, 
attend to no orders but thole under bis own h 











nd 


Vand feal, he cormmmanded hin to write co thens deve - 


rally, todehiver chem up immediately upon the aight 
of his letters. zVriftobulus obeyed the injunctions 
bur wentaway, tn di@uit and indignation, to feru- 
Jalen, meditating a war with Pompey. 

The Romans did not give him time to make pre- 
Parations to withitand a fiege, bur haftened iianie- 
diately after hing; 








1 anche was incited toun expedition 
in his progrets, by the intelligence he recelved at fee 
vicho of the death of Mithridates. ‘Vhis is tae 


“moit fruittul country of Judiea, bearing a vert 


nuniber of palm-trees, befides the balfain-trees the 
jutce OF which, upon the incifien of che bark wich 
wdaarp ftone, drops down like tenis, fle flaie there 
thar night, and potted away the next mOrMinge tor 
jerufulem. Arilobulus, alarmed at this expedition, 


oat hinvelfac Pompey’s feet, with fupplications ane 


mespedient means to purfue, 


tears: he made him promifes of money, 8d pro- 
polulsor giving up both the city, and his own tere 
fo, 1N19 Pampey’s hands.” ‘his appealed hing tar 
the prefnes Puc Aritlobulus did not perform: tie 
conditions; tor, when Gabinius was tent to receive 
the ma ius partivans would notadmit bine ing, 
the city. ; 
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This prevaricating behaviour irritated Pe: pey te 

Breatadeerce, thathe kept Aritlobulus Dritoner, 
aid aevanced to the city, took a view of the fort, 
fications, and confidered upon what quarter co qe. 
tik ite Tloobterved that the walls were i Mone. nel 
lope adble and the temple lo invine bly lores the 
Wola city ilelf was taken, the work would be but 
hilt accomplthed, 


tog 











While Pompey was deliberating: upon the moe 
A violear edillon arate 

Mthe town, between the parties of Ariflobulis and 
Pires. The former were for putting the mare 
ter to tae decifion of an cosigement, and relouine 
Terie by dint of arn; the other tor openias 
themitess and admiteine Pompey into the town with. 
CUh ads G_pulition, ‘This was the lente at theana. 
Meets, trem the awe in which they held the Romans, 
Phe pede at 4 nitobulus, upon this, retlied gta 
Samdbeut dawn the bridge ef communi. 
‘dey Demat that and the City, dererminin ® ty 
Matn it tothe lai. Bue as he others had te. 
Coaved the Romans into the City, ned put ehem inte 
Me oalace, Pompey tent Rito, one of fs generabor. 
a elo With frong: derachiment, to tabepotlefional 
"When he perceived the obitinacy af che few 
yy the temple, and thar there was qe dener¢ ats 
“cor aGComnodation, hie polled his es, anal 
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puc all things in order foranatrack ; 14 yreanus and 
his party contributing the belt they could, both in 
action and countel, to his afiltance. 


‘Phe firtt bufinets was co fill up the ditch and val. 
Jey upon the north fide of the temple; and che fol- 
diers were obliged to carry materials for that Pur 
pole. Te was a work of intinite difficulty, borh with 
relpect to the prodigious deprh, and the advantage 
the Jews had of annoying them from their fuperior 
ftagon. Nor could the Romans have tuceeeded in 
their efforts, had not Pompey reminded them of the 
Jews flict obfervance of their feventh day or fab- 
bath. Vhis great leader, knowing that the Jews 
tnade a& contcrence of doing any work upon that 
day, but what was of abfolute neceflity, cirher for 
the fupport of life, or the defence of it in cale of 
Immediate danger, commanded his foldiers only to 
ply cheir entrenchments on that day, without any 
other act of hoflitigy. When the ground Was Dow 
levelled, the bulwarks advanced, with ilrong and 
large turrets planted upon them, ane manned, the 
Romans, with certainengines they bad brougheirom 
Vyre, began the battery, the fotdicrs, ac the fame 
tine, beating the defendants our ef the powers 
above, with ttones from the walls, till, in the cad, 
they were ured our with the labour. 


Pompey could not bur admire the fortitude of 
thele people, and more elpecially in this particular, 
thar, in the midil of extremity. and danger, they 
Dever ducontmucd the ceremonies of their reheion, 
bur oflered up thei daily prayers and iacrifices as 
regularly as ir had been 2 ume ok profound peace. 
or, Indeed, did they relax in their attention to Dic 
vine worfhip, even alter the temple was actually 
Giken, and many were Wain before the altar. In 
Short, after a three months fiege, and the lofs of 
only one tower, the tanple was taken by ailade. 









‘Phe firti thar entered the breach was May flus 
Corachus, the fon of Sythe; and afier hin ferrites 
and Fabius, lwo centurions, with ther cohor s, who 
befer the temple, and pur to the fword all thar fell 
In Cher Way. “Phere were leveral prieits at chat cime 
In the very exerceile of their holy fundlion, who, 
with che point of che tword at their breafls, wenton 
With cheirobhitions and incenle, without any regard 
fo the flety oi their dives, out of a veneration they 
had jor the duties of ther profefion, ‘Phe Grester 
Part of them: were fain by theirown countrymen ot 
the adwerle fnétion s and an MNumerable multricude 
threw chemlelyves down precipices : others, in a rage 
Of delperition, fet Hireto what they couldreach about 
the walls, and then catl themlelves into the Names. 
Where perithed in this Oulrape 12,000 Of the Jew 
Fowof the Romans were fain, but preat numbers 
wounded. 


_ Bat nothine aflected the Jewifh nation fo much 
in their pucteny calitniities, as that their holy place, 
Which had hitherto been feen by none, fhould he ex- 
poled £0 the view of rangers, Pompey, with a 
U(ainof attendants, went into the temple iell, where 
Hovwas not dawlal for any but the hiph-prictt ta 
enor ana how what was repolited therein, the cane 
dlethieks, hunpes, and tables for tnecnte, With offer 
Wieftel nllof pold, saniats af pices, With gore ta- 
lenis of facred treature, Yer fuch was his liberalic Vy 
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that he would not fifler any thing to be touched hation of 

that wits dedicated to Divine worlbips but cone Ponpey. 

Hiwinded the aninillers aboue the temple, the very 

Next day after he had taken Hy to fuperintend phe 

PU aon of jt, and Oo on With their Coreman ies 

as berore. 

— Ue ato declared I Syrcanue hieh-priell, jn eqn tte mare: 
liderarion OF the good offices he Nil rendered hin, jaune 
both ga the fiece aun otherwife, by: Urawjine off veh pret 


Arent aumbers oi che Liction trom Arithobulus. By 
thede medas, bhea wile wid Coe man, Ne lecured 
Kindtelt the afleiens of the people. Anionedl phe 
Ciptives Was the father in daw ot A rilobuliys, whe 
Was alia hi uncles Pompey cauted the Peineizsal 
anthoreol the eval to be beheaded; aucbe Onterped 
Upon Paalbus, and thofe et his party who had Ge 

ed theit bravery, the maf honourable tevwarcs, 
He tupeledatibute Weon Judieicy tool away far 
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Santas the Jews the cities they had poffefled themfelves ofin 








af Seaurus 


wn 
thes Jews. 


* Caclo-Syria, and annexing them tothe jurildiction of 
the then Roman governor, reduced them to their 
own bounds. de rebuilt Gadara, which they had 
dettroycd, to gratify Demetrius, one of his freemen, 
and a’native of the place. With refpeét to the in- 
Yand cities of Hippion, Scythopolis, Pella, Samaria, 
Mariffa, Azotus, Jamnia, and Arethuta, and the fea- 
coalt towns of Gaza, Joppa, Dora, and that which 
was formerly called Straton’s Vower, and afterwards 
Cefarea by Herod, who beautified it with magni- 
licent buildings, he took them all from the Jews, 
to reftore them to their inhabitants, and fo joined, 
them to the province of Syria. After the paffing of 
thete orders, and fectling Scaurus in the government 
of Judza, and of all the country of Egypt to the 
‘borders of the Euphrates, with the command of two 
legions, Pompey haftened to Rome by way of Cili- 
cia, carrying Ariftobulus, and his family, prifoners 
with him; that is, two daughters, and two fons, 
Alexander and Antigonus; the former of whom 
made his cfcape on his paffage; but the latter, with 
his filters, were carried to Rome. 


CHAP. VI. 


Scourus makes war upon Aretas, king of Arabia, and 
compounds with him for a flipulated fum. Alexander 
is defeated by Gabinius, and retires to Allexandrion. 

Afark Aatbony fignalizes his valour. Takes feveral 
cities from the Fews, and reftores them to their forimer 
inhabitants. Gabinius changes the government of 
Fudea, and commits the care of the tenrple to EHyr- 
canus. <Aviftobulus is defeated by the Romans. Sent 
back to Rome. Gabinius vanquifhes Alexander. 
Craffius fucceeds Gabinins, and comes into Yudea. 
Rifles the temple, and lofes both bis life and army. 
N the mean time Scaurus made an expedition 

I into Arabia, towards Petra, but found the coun- 


intoArabia. try lo cragey, that he could not advance without the 


greatett difficulty. Ie laid watle Pella and its en- 
virons; though he had many hardfhips to encounter, 
through want of provifions for his army. Hyrca- 
nus, however, atlength found means, by the affill- 
ance of Antipater, to furnifh him with a fupply. 
Scaurus, well knowing that there was a good 
underftanding dubfitting between Antipater and 
Aretas, prevailed with the former to go to him upon 
terms of amity, and endeavour to bring him to 
coment to a compolition of the war for a ftipulated 
Jum ct money. Antipater undertook the commii- 
fion, and brought the king of Arabia into compli- 
ance with the propotal,; who, entering into an agree- 
ment to pay three hundred talents as the purchafe 
of a peace, Scaurus drew his army out of Arabia. 


AMevinter Alexander, thefonof Ariftobulus, whoefeaped trom 


iscom- 


menees hol. 


in of men, was ravaging Judwza, and preffing fo hard 


tikoe 
Judea, 








Pompey, had, by this time, railed aconfiderable body 


upon Hyrcanus, that Jerulalem was tuppoied to be 
in danger, upon a prelumpcion that the walls which 
Pompey had beaten down were not as yet repaired. 
But Gabinius, the fucceffor of Scaurus, an officer 
eminent for his conduct and valour, being fent into 
Syria, and marching again{t him, Alexander found 
the necefficy of putting himfely in the beft pofture 
of defence againtt fo formidable an enemy. He had 
raifed an army, confilling of 30,cco foot, and 1500 
horte; and had fortified feveral defenfible places, as 
Alexandrion, Flyrcanus, and Macherus, near the 
mountains of Arabia. 


Gabinius fent Mark Anthony before him, with a 
detachment of fome of Antipater’s choice troops, 
and a great number of Jews, under Malichus and 
Pitholaus, to join him. Gabinius himfelf followed 
with the main body, and advanced towards Alex- 
ander, who, finding himteli fo greatly overpowered 
in number, was forced to retire. But Gabinius 





weg preffing upon hiniin his retreat, came up with him, 


and engaged him not tar from Jeralalem, where he 
. loft Geco men; of Whom 3cc0 fellin the action, and 


"the remainder were taken alive; while he himfelf 
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fled with thofe that efcaped to Alexandrion. When 
Gabinius came up tothe calile, he offered an aét of 
indemnity to all deferters that would come over to 
him, and join him before the battle; but as they 
were too haughty to liften to terms of accommoda- 
tion, he fell upon them, flew great numbers, and 
fhut up the rett in the citadel. Mark Anthony fig. tuoi, 
nalized himfelf in this aétion; and though upon Upon Mark 
every occafion he difplayed his valour and condué, fS 
he feems upon the prefent to have ourdone himélf, 





Gabinius, leaving a fufficient force before the p41. 
cattle, took a view of all the cities and towns in the «ser Gy 
province, with an intention of repairing thofe chat > 
had fuftained damage, and rebuilding thofe that 
had been deftroyed. He then gave peremptory or- 
ders for the re-peopling of Scythopolis, Samaria, 
Anthedon, Apollonia, Jamnia, Raphia, Marifla, 
Dora, Gadaza, Azotus, and feveral other places, 
where the inhabitants came flocking in with the ut- 
-moft joy to refume their former habitations. 





When Gabinius had thus difpofed of thefe places, 
he returned to the fiege of Alexandrion, and car- 
ried iton with renewed vigour. Alexander was fo 
alarmed at the defperate fituation of his affairs, that Ale 
he fent ambafladors, with an abfolute refignation of 5; 
himfelf to his pleafure, an acknowledgment of his os 
errors, and 2 folicication for pardon. They were 
commifioned to tender to him not only Machzrus 
and Lyrcanion, but Alexandrion itielf. Uhits offer 
being made and accepted, Gabinius demolifhed 
them all atthe inflance of Alexander’s mother, Jeit 
they might prove the occafion of another war. 
Such was her tendernefs for her hufband and chil- 
dren, that were carried prifoners to Rome, that fhe 
omitted no application nor addrefs that might in- 
graciate herlelf with the general. 


After this Gabinius brought lyrcanus to Jerufa- 8 
lem, committed the temple to his charge, appoint. 1. 
ed officers tor the civil adminittration, and divided 
the whole province of Judea into five jurildictions. © 
‘Vhe firit was Jerufalem, the fecond Gadara, the 
third Amathus, the fourth Jericho, and the filth 
Sepphoris, a city of Galilee. It gave great fatistac- 
tion to the people to find themlelves delivered trom 
# monarchy to an ariftocracy. 


It was not long before Ariftobulus afforded occa- 

fion for new difkurbances. He made bis clcapetrom ys, 
Rome, and collected a great body of Jews, partly « 
through love of innovation, and partly through 
the regard they bore him. His firft atcempt was the 
repairing of Alexandrion; but upon informatuon « 
that Sifenna, Anthony, and Servillus, were march- 
ing towards him with an army from. Gabinius, he 
withdrew to Machzerus, where he difmiffed the un- 
profitable multitude, and took with him only a body 
of eight thoufand men well armed, includinga thou- 
fand tugitive Jews, that Pitholaus had brought out 
of Jerulalem. Che Romans followed them clo‘, 
and brought them to aétion. Alexander and his 
men behaved gallantly upon the occalion; but, 1n 
the end, being overpowered with numbers, the Ro- |... 
mans obtained a decifivevictory. Fivethouland were 
flain upon the fpor, two choufand withdrew toan hill, Ras 
and made a little ttand, and the other thoufand, with 
ciriitobulus himfelr, cut their way through the Xo- 
man army, and marched to Rlacherus. 7 hough, 
upon their arriva! there, they found it in ruins, Arit- 
tobulus dit not defpair of gaining time enough, | 



































by atruce, to repair the caitle, and reinforce his 
army. 


The Romans in the mean time plied the attack, 
and, at che end of two days, after a very brave re 
fittance on the part of the befieged, took the places 0b 
with Ariftobulus, and his fon Anugonus, that! vd 
from Rome with him. “hey were, both bound, anc 
fent.to Gabinius, and thence to Rome again. : 
denate put the father under confinement ;_but fen 
the fon back to Judsa, at che inttance of, oe 
who had promiiicd 2s much to the wite of sArite u 
lus upon the delivery of the caltles. 
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phrates, anil being on his recurn from fey pr, § : 
hinadivertion. Tyreanus and Antpatcr aflorded 
him all pofible aflittance, fupplying him with men, 
money, arms, corns in fine, with all previlions ne- 
ceflary tor carrying on a war. “Vhey alio prevatied 
withthe Jews, thac guarded theavenues to Peiufium, 
to ler Gabinius pats over at his recuen. J lis depar- 
ture fo alarmed the other places of Syria, and cauied 
fuch a revoltamongit the Jews, that Alexander, the 
fon or s\rittobulus, having collected a vail mule 
tude of people, took up a refolution to put every 
Roman todeath that was to be found in thar quer- 
ter. ‘The general was not intentible of the danger, 
and the fedicion inereafing, he made ufe of his inte- 
reil with zLntipater to bring matters to an accommmno- 
dation. But Alexander being a warlike prince, and 
having anarmy of thirty chouland men, was cager 
ty come to an engagement, which accordingly tell 
out near the mountain of Irabyr. “Ven thoutand of 
alexander’s army were fain upon the fpot, and the 
reft routed and dilperted. Gabinius then recurned to 
Jorutalem, to fetdle the government, according to 
ihe advice of Antipater, “Thence he marched atter 
the Nebacheans, having privately dilcharged two 
Parthian deferters that came over to him, Mithri- 
dates and Orfanes, pretending to the doldiers that 
they had made them efcape. 


Crafius, who fucceeded Gabinius in the govern- 
ment ot Syria, rifled che temple not only of the two 
thoufand talents that Pompey left untouched, but 
all the gold that was depofited there for the purpofe 
or curving, on the Parthian war. Upon this he 
pebed the dfuphrates, where he himiclt was loft, co- 
gether with his army, 

Crailus was tuccecded by Cafius, who puta flop 
tothe Pasthica-., when they were putt ready to break 
into Syria. be was no fooner in pofitiion of his 
gevernment, Ue le marched into fudasa, took Uae 
moh, and carried off near three cheulind Jews 
into bondage. Lie allo cauted to be put to death 
Titholaus, who had fupported the feditious follow- 
crs ot Aritobulus, and this througb the advice of 
Antipaer. Cypris, the wite of Antipater, was a 
noble Arabian, by whom he had four fons, Pha- 
lacl, Elerod, afterwards king, Joleph, and hero- 
ras, aad onedaughter, whole name was Salome. Tic 
Wes eman univerially beloved tor his many excel - 
dent qualities; but his mott particular frend was 
the hiag, or the Arabians, to whom he reconimend- 
et the care of his children when he undertook the 
war agiuatt Ardtobulus. When Caffius had forced 
Alexander to come to terms, and remain quicr, 
he returacd to his poft at the Muphrates, to take 
Poiictiion of the pals, and prevent, the inroad of 
tae Parthians, 
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CHAP. VI. 
WiRealas releafed by Julius Ccfar, emperor of Ree, 
cid efiericards taken off by Pompey’s failion 5 as is 
Tis jon Mexander éy Scipio. shatipater cultivates the 
Wip of Cofar, and performs many heroie ac- 














POW the fudden Nipht of Pompey, and the 
Roman tenate, beyond the Lonian fea, Julius 
Citar was lent in che fole pofleMion of the empire, 
wal onmedtiuecly releated Ariiobulus trom his 
bonds. Tle then difpatehed him with two legions 
Mo Svrias taking ic for granted, that the country 
Would tubmit on the appearance of the Roman tel. 
hers Upon their borders. Bur the expectation of 
tacemperor, and theconfidenceot Arittobulus, were 
both Ahappoited. the latter being toon poiloned by 
tome of Pompeys taction. ‘Phe body wascmbalmed, 
aad Lo tome dime uninterred, ull Anthonys cauted 
i i be Corea to J udaua, and there de pofited 
eee lepulchre, Nordid Alexander, hii lony 
ieee We his Pather s for he was beheaded by Sea 
2 Anttoch, according, to the dircétion of Pom. 
ubition exhibited againit bin be- 
tor feditious pradécices amainit the 
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ane But Ptolemy, the ton of Menncus, and 
ance of Chalcis, upon mount J stbanus, deat his 
No. os, 



























} Ek WS. 

fon Phitippion to Afkalon, to the widow of Arifto- 
bulus, in order to bring with him his ton Antigonus, 
and his daughters.  ihilippion became cnamoured 
of the younger, whole name was Alexandra, and 
took her to wile, tor which his tacher cauled hina 
to be Hain, and afterwards married her hiolelf 
‘his alliance greatly attached hita co her brother 
a\nuigonus, and her fifler. 

Gn the demile of Pompey, Antipater changed 
his Wtlem_ of politics, and made court to Crelar: 
and Mithridates, of Pergamus, Gnding a flop put co 
hisexpedition into E his forces 


AACE 
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“gypt, by prohibiting 
a paflage chrough the avenues about Pelafium, he 
halted with his army at Afkalon, and not only pre- 
vailed with the Arabians for afiftance, though a 
ftranger, but raifed, upon his own account, three 
thouland well armed Jews. Lie broughe allo feve- 
ralof the leading men of Syriainto the party, as 
Perolemy of Libanus, Jamblicus, and another /ro- 
lemy; fo that men of their reputation and inrercit 
induced the whole country to engage in this war- 
Mithridates finding himtelf, through the help of 
Antipater, in a condition to enter upon action, 
marched forwards to Pelufium, and, upon the in- 
habitants oppofing his paflage, laid fiege to the city’. 
Antipater added to the honeur he hact acquired by 
his intrepid behaviour inthis encounter; for he was 
the firth man that mounted the breach, and entered 
the cown with his people after him. 


Thus was Pelufium taken: but che Egyptian 
Jews, of the province of Onias, flopped their fur- 
ther progre{s. Antipater, however, prevailed with 
them not only to offer no hoftilities, but to furnifh 
provifions tor the army. “Chis example wrought 
fo far upon the people of Memphis, that, of their 
own accord, they delivercd thenavelves upto Mirh- 
mdates., Upon this he went on to Delta, and en- 
Beecd the refl of che eyptians at a place called 
“Uhe camp of the Jews,” where Michridates, and 
the whole right wine, were in extreme danger of 
bene totally cucolhs; but Anupater having already 
broken the enemy’s other Wing, wheeled about, 
pafied the back of the river, and came up to featon- 
ably to the refeue of Mithridates, that he turned 
upon his purfuers, flew many of them, and folauw- 
ed the remainder totheircamp, which he plundered 
and all this with the iofs of only fourfcore men on 
his fide. Mithridates loll in the purfuit about ciehe 
hundred men. Fle cleaped with his life beyond all 
expedition, and became an irreproachable’ witneds 
to the Roman emperor of the Pallant exploits of 
Antipater. Crefar was lo frank and Benerous i 
his protcHions and acknowledpiments to this creat 
nan, that he became more and more zetlous and 
ambitious, upon every ocealion, to lay down his 
Hie for to itlullrious amiatter. Ve needed no other 
proots of his fidelity and courape than the honour- 
able marks he wore on bis body. When Casfar had 
fettled the afairs of Mey pty and returned into Sy- 
rity he gave Antipater the privilege of a citizen of 
Rome, and rendered hin at once an object of ad- 
Miravionancdenvy, by the fingular tokens of refpedck 
and efeem he conterred upon bin, On his account 
he contirmed ffyreanus in the dignificd office of 
high-prictt. 














CHAD, 
roms addecfjes himfelf ta Cefer, anid, contrary to 
aleny promotes the interefi of htipaler — Crfar 
ufipoiats Lbyreanus to the pontificate, and Antipater 
ta the governient of ‘Jude. “itipater prefers bis 
Seis Phafsel wuld lovad. Uerad is cited to Oppear be» 

Sore the council, aid acquitted of the charee esbibited 
againfl bitin MMeis declared general in Syria and Sa. 
maria, Sextus Crefar is taken of by the treachery of 
Rafius, and fuceceded by Alircus, 
BOUT this time Antigonnus, the fon of Arifto- 
AL bulus, addicted hime toC ilar, and became 
very contrary to his deliga, the menns of the ad. 
vancement of Antipater. Tle feems to have been 
actuated by a defire of pouring formh the molt Cx- 
© trivapane 
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WARS 


travagant invectives againft Hyrcanus and Antipa- 
ter, as having expelled him and his brethren from 
their native country, and oppreffed the public to 
gratify their own ambition and caprice. He allo 
reprefented, that the affiftance they Jent to Cefar in 
ligypt, was from a motive of fear rather than good- 
will, hoping to atone, in fome meafure, for the fer- 
vices they had formerly rendered to Pompey. Now 
if he had adhered to matter of fact, he would have 
imputed the death of his father to the initrumen- 
tality of Pompey’s faction, and complained of Sci- 
pio’s barbarity towards his brother. 


or 


Antipater, to obviate effectually thefe reproaches, 
threw afide fome parts of his garment, and expoled 
his wounds as a teftimony of his loyalty to Cazfar, 
enforced by remarking, ‘* that he could not but 
** wonder at the confidence of Antigonus, the jon 
** of an enemy to the Romans, afugitive, and, like 
** his father, a feditious incendiary, in exhibiting ac- 
** cufations to Caslar againft the mott tfaithtul and 
** dutiful of his fubjeéts, and infifting upon preten- 
“© fion’s to merit of which he was wholly devoid; and 
“© that his defire in obtaining power, was to employ 
** it in oppofing the will of his benefactor.” 


Caefar was fo wrought upon by this manly con- 
duét, that he declared Hfyrcanus well qualified for 
the office of high-prieft, and gave Antipater the 
liberty of nominating his commiffion. As he re- 
refserred this matter to the good pleafure of his mal 
ter, the emperor conflituted him governor of Ju- 
deea, with the additional favour of permiflion to 
repair the walls of his country. Thefe Honorary 
grants Crefar ordered to be engraved on brafs, and 
the table hung up in the capitol, as a memorial of 
the deferts of Antipater, and his own juftice. 


When Antipater had conducted the emperor to 
the borders of Syria, he returned to Judzea, where 
the firft thing he did was to rebuild the walls of 
Jerufalem, that Pompey had cauted to be over- 
thrown. He then made a tour through the province 
to prevent dilorders, and keep the peace; giving the 
people to underftand, chat, if they behaved with due 
reverence towards Hlyrcanus, they fhould live in 
plenty and happinels ; but if they fhould prove re- 
trogade, and defirous of advancing themfelves by 
the ruin of their country, they would find Anti- 
pater, inftead of a gentle governor, a rigid mafler; 
and Flyrcanus a cruel tyrant, initcad of a gracious 
prince. j , 

Notwithitanding this apparent deference paid to 
Hyrcanus, Antipater took upon him to fettle the 
ftate of the province, and fupply the defe& and in- 
capacity of the other for political adminiilration. 
He gave to Phafael, his eldeft ton, the government 
of Jerufalem, and the provinces adjacent: to Herod, 
his tecond fon, that of Galilee, with the fame power. 
Herod, being naturally bold and active, foon found 
honourable occafion for the difplay of his genius. 
Syria was greatly infefted with bands of robbers, 
till he took Hezekias, the leader of them, and 
cauted him to be put to death, with feveral of his 
followers. ‘This exploit was fo acceptable a fervice 
to the Syrians, that the towns and villages relounded 
with acclamations to the honour of [lerod as the 
reftorer of their liberties and pofléflions. Ir alfo 
made him known to Sextus Cestar, the kinfman of 
Crcfar the Great, who was then governor of Syria. 
‘The fame of this atchievement intpired Phalael with 
a generous emulation to excel his brother, and to 
gain more and more upon the hearts of the people of 
Jcrufalem, where he exerciled his power with fuch 
moderation and juftice, as to produce univertal fatis- 
faction. “he wite conduct of this admiiniftracion 
intpired the people with as great areverence for An- 
tipater, as if he had been their abfolute fevereign; 
and he behaved himfelz, at the fame time, with the 
profoundeit refpect towards Hiyrcanus. 


But as the human mind is too fufceptible of envy, 
we lind, upon this occafion, a notorious intance oF 
ic in Lyreanus. “ihe rcnown thele young gover- 
nors had acquired in their relpediive provinces, and 
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the daily informations he received of the exploits of 
dicrod in particular, raifed this ignoble paffion j 
the heart of Hyrcanus. There were riot wantine. 
as in all palaces, adulating fycophants, to under. 
mine the ions of Antipater, cheoneh a jealouf ‘OE 
the fame they had obtained with the people the 
fuggetted this end, that it was derogatory tothe aie 
nity of Hiyrcanus, that the adminiftration of ¢. 
vernment thould be divided betwixt Antipater and 
his fons, while he held but an empty name; that i 
was abiurd in him to fet up kings in oppofition - 
hinvlelf, and that they difclaimed his authority in 
their general conduét; but more efpecially in’ the 
inilance of Flerod’s caufing fo many to be put to 
death, in direét violation of the Jewith law, and 
without any mandate from him. In fhort, the 
demanded if Herod was a private man or a lane. 
referring, that if he was only the former, he was 
amenable to the king himfelf, and to the laws of 
his country, for the murder of fo many innocent 
perfons. 


Hyrcanus was gradually incenfed by thefe infinu- 1:.. 
ations to fo violenta pitch, that he commanded the : 
proper officers to fummon Herod to make his ap- 
pearance for trial. Herod, confcious of his inno- 
cence, with the advice of his farther, fecured his ear. 
rifon in Galilee, and repaired to Jerufalem, taking! 
with him only a competent guard for the fecurity of 
his perfon, without any defign of offering an affronc 
to Hyrcanus. Sextus Czlar, however, anxious tor 
his dafety, fent a peremptory requifition to him to 
acquit Herod of the charge alledged againit him. 
Hyrcanus feemed difpofed to compliance; but He- 
rod, too cautious to depend upon fair words, went to 
Sextus at Damafcus, witha refolution not to attend 
to a iecond fummons. The court fycophants re- 
newed their application to Flyrcanus, and reprefent- 
ed the abrupt départure of Herod as indicating 2 
defign of fome deiperate atcempr. | Though Elyrea- 
nus creduloufly admitted of their intimation, he re- 
mained undetermined as to the iteps he fhould pur- 
Jue, apprehending the enemy too powerful for him, , 
till Sextus declaring Herod general of all his troops ; 
in Syria and Samaria, it itruck fuch a terror into ¢« 
Hiyrcanus, from aconfideration of his own ftrength, 
and the affections of the people, that he conceived 
him marching at the head of an army againft him. 








_ Norwashe miftaken in his conjecture ; for Herod,, 

from a traniport of indignation at finding himéelt 
treated as acriminal, colleéted a body ot forces, and 
marched towards Jerufalem, with a full determina- 

tion to depole Hyrcanus from the government, 
which he had certainly done, if his father and bro- 
ther hac not ftopped the violence of his paffion. 
Vhey advited him to carry his revenge no farther 
than threatening, and to fpare the prince under 
whofe patronage he had been advanced to his pre- 
fent dignity. They reminded him, that, though he 
might have been arraigned, yet, ‘as he was acquitted, ! 
it was but fetting the confervation of his life againtt 
the hazard of it; and that if the Almighty was the 
author of fuecefs in war, an unjuft caufe would 
meet with a deferved fate; and that therefore he 
fhould not be too prefuming nor confident in his at- 
tempt upon a prince who had been his fupporter anc 
benefaétor, and would never have treated him with 
rigour, had he not been mifled by calumny and ev! 
counfel. Herod was prevailed on by thele argu- 
ments, and contented himfelf with giving the n2- 
tion this proof of his great power and interett. 








In the mean time the Romans fell intoa civil war s. 
near Apamia. It was occafioned by the treacherous '~ 
murder of Sextus Czelar, by Ceciiius Bafflus, whic 
he perpetrated out of his good-will to Pompey, 210 ss 
then alfumed his command. The officers of Julius 
Cwlar, in revenge for the death of Sextus, fell with 

«their utmoit force upon Baffus. Antipater alo fent 
his fons to join them with fucccurs, from a regar 
to the character of the living, and the memory of the 
deceafed, Caelar. ‘Fhe war was protracted toa con: 
fiderable tpace of time, and Marcus was ordered ° 
out of Italy to fucceed Sextus Czefar in the gover ; 
ment of Sytia. CHAP. 
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himlelffulpeeted, had recourte to delucive : 
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CHAP. IX. 


vier of “Fulius Ccfar in the capitol entails ber- 
vite factions. Caffius an intolerable oppreffor. Eered 

frcith him. Malichus plots againft 
vbitipater. titgiyhis Cefar and lathony wage war 
seith Brutus aud Caffins. Hered made governor of 
Syria. Atipater is taken off by the treachery of 
Matichus, who is put to death at the inftance of 
Thevod. : 


HERE fell out, at this time, a more defperate 

war amonait the Romans than the former, 

The murder of Julius Crefar, in the third year and 
{eventh nionth of his reign, by the treachery of Bru- 
tus and Caffius, was followed by dettruéctive fac- 
tions in divers parts of the empire. “The great men 
were divided into parties, cach individual acting: as 
his humour or interelt led him, without any regard 
to the public good. Caffius proceeded to Syria, to 
pofte’s himfelf of che forces that were then betore 
Apamia, where he effected a reconciliation between, 
Marcus and Baffus, and the raifing of the fiege of 
Apamia atthe fame time. 1 Te laid the cities under 
exceflive contributions, and impofed a tax of feven 
hundred talents upon the Jews, which Antiparer 
provided for in time, by an equal diltribution of the 
charge, appointing his fons, friends, and Malichus, 
though his protefled enemy, to take afeafonable care 
of the levy. The firft that wrought himlelf into the 
“ood graces of Caffius was Herod, who prefenred 











inareltat 


-him with an hundred talents for the quota of Ga- 


lilee, and for that verv important caule was ranked 
amonett his friends. Bure Caffius refented the delay 
of others in bringing in their proportions to fuch a 
degree, that he razed Gophna, Thamna, and two 
other places of lefs note, to rhe ground, and when 
this was done, formed a rcfolution of cutting off 
Malichus for being fo dilatory in exacting his tri- 
bute, Bue Antipater prevented his death, and the 
dellinglion of feveral cities, as well as conciliated 
ithe efleem of Caius, by bringing in an hundred 
talenes in due time. 


Caftius, however, had no fooner taken his depar- 
ture, than Malichus, dead to every fente of grati- 
tude and moral obligation, entered into a plot upon 
the lite of the very man whom he had fo often ac- 
knowledsycd as his friend, and whom he determined 
toremove as anobflacle to his wicked practices. An- 
tipater, perfuaded of his power and art, beheld 
him with a cautious eye, and therefore paffed the 
Jordan, in order to raile forces to guard himtelf 
againtk his treacherous defigns. Malichus, finding: 
hrs with 
the fons of Antipater, and plicd both Phafiel and 
Herod fo efleCtually with excules, oaths, and pro- 
tellations, of bis plain dealing and integrity, chat he 
engaged them ina mediation with the father for a 
reconciliation 5 and by the fame means made peace 
with Marcus, governor of Syria, who lad deter- 
mined to puc him to death as a mutineer. 








Auguftus Cafarand Anthony, being now at war 
with Brutus and Cafius, the latter having had con- 
Vibcing prools of the bravery of Plerod, appointed 
aim governor of the whole province of Syria, with 
a contiderable puard of horfe and foot: nay, Cafe 
ius went fo faras to promife him the kingdom of 
the Jews at the end of the war. But it fo happened, 
thar the hope and bravery of the fon was the caule 
Of the deftru@iion of the father; for Malichus held 
hin in fuch dread, that he bribed one of the cup- 
hearers al Hyrcanus to intermix poifon with his 


Ininle ae 1 | 
stink, by which means he lofl his life at a banquet. 


hus was this ereac man requited forthe favours he 
Conterred on the moll ungrareful of wretches. T te 
“iy aoiman oof fineublir prudence and prowels, to 
watch Plyreanus might be laid to be indebted for 
be Kingdom, ‘Phe people were fo enraged at Ma- 
te ee from Afutpicion of this excerable practice, 
ae they were ready to ficrifice him to their relent. 
Met, Buty upon his renouncing, and adjuring any 
“HOwledpe of the matter, they fufpended their pur- 
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pofe ; and Malichus, in the mean time, by way of 


prevention, puc himtelf into a pofture of defence, as 
it could not be expected that } ferod would fufter fo 
atrocious a murder to pals unrevenged. He knew 
Herod was ablolutely for taking his revenge at the 
head or anarmy; but his brother Phalel diffuaded 
him by all means from thac refolucion, for tear a tu- 
mult fhould enfue. “Phe brothers, upon this, gave 
hima hearing, with a femblance of allowing his de- 
fence, andacountenance as if they chought him in- 
nocent, and then proceeded co the funeral oblequies 
of their father, which were very fumptuous and 
magnificent. 


Samaria being at this time rent with faions, He- 
rod went thitherto appeate them, but recurned, upon 
all folemn days, to keep his feltival ac Jerufalem, 
being attended, at his going and coming, by his. 
guards. Hercupon EPlyreanus, at the requeft of 
Malichus, who feared his approach, forbad the in- 
troduction of foreigners to mix theniclves with 
the people of the country, while they were exerci fing 
the rules of their holy profefien. But blerod, in 
contempce both of the caule ittelf, and of the autho- 
rity that ued the command, entered the city by 
night. Upon this Malichus came to him, and, 
with tears, bewailed the lofs of Antipater. | Ferod, 
on the other hand, diffemmbled his rage and indigna- 
tion. But, atthe fame time, he wrote to Caffius for 


juflice upon Malichus, for the murder of his father. 


This was eafily obtained, as the traitor was odious to 
Caffius,; fo that he left Herod to take due courfé of 
law, and fent private orders to his tribunes to give 
bim affiflance as occafion might require. 


Laodicea being Jately taken, perfons of rank re- 
forted from all parts to Hferod, with congratula- 
tions and prefents. “Vhis, therefore, he looked apon 
as the fairefL opportunity for the execution of his 
purpofe: but Malichus, fufpecting his defign, laid a 
plan toevade it, by getting away his fon from Tyre, 
who was an hoflage there, and conveying him pri- 
vately to Judaa. fearing this plan might fail, he 
concerted a greater exploir, “Phis was to jee the 
whole nation of the Jews againik the Romans, while 
Caffius was fully engaged in the war with Anthony. 
By this means he factered himilely he could effect 
the depofition of Liyrcanus, and the acquifition of 
the governmenr to himilel. But fate had otherwile 
determined it; for Plerod, tulpeclings a milchicvous 
delign, invited Malichus and tiyreanus to an enter- 
tainment, and fending a fervant out, under pretence 
of making preparations, @ave him private intl ruc- 
tions forthe tribunes ro atcend, and exeeure the plan 
concerted berween him and Cafius. “bhe eribunes 
accordingly marched our with their fwords towards 
the fea fide, where they met Malichus, furrounded 
him, and cuthimeo pieces. Flyrcanus was fo alarmed 
at this incident, that he fell down ina fwoon, from 
which, as foonasherccovercd, he enquired of J lerod 
who tt was that killed Malichus ? One of the tri- 
bunes replied, that it was done by order of Caius. 
Hlyrcanus then rejoined, that Caffius had faved 
both himand his country ar once, inthe deflruétion 
of a tyrant fo dangerous to borh. Whether blyrca- 
nus (poke the fentiments of his mind cannot be de- 
termined s but this was the revenge: of b lerod, and 
the end of Mialichtus. 













ClrAP Xx. 

al fedition is raifed at ‘foruptlein.  bilis vonted by 
Phafael. (ered expels Nuvian, hie tf Vie, oitt 
of Geller, Ooriranws itivonns, The fems accnfe 
both Meier aid Phapacl before lutbony, vohe acqnits 
them witha a hbearine, end juakes them letrarchs 


of fide. 


Vi PEPIN Cafius departed from Syria, new eu: 

mults arofe in ferufidem, where Felix made 
war upon Phatael and | erod, to revenee the death 
of Malichus. ft so happened, that tfored, bere 
then at Danmiafeus, with fabius, che povernor, wits 
wevented, by indipefition, fromanarching tothe re: 
ief of his brother. But dhadaed dkood in no need of 
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overcomes 
Felix. 


Uerald ex- 
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Vanquithes 
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his affittance, for he defeated Felix with his own 
troops, and tock an opportunity of reproaching 


 Lyrcanus for his ingratitude, in affording aid to 


Felix, and putting {everal itrong caitles into the 
hands of the brother of Malichus, and amongtt the 
reft Maffada, one of the beit fortified places in that 
country. But this availed them little againit the 
power of Licrod, who noiooner recoveréd from his 
indilpofition, than he re-took all he had lott, and 
brought Hyrcanus to fubmiffion, even in Maffada 
itlelk. He drove Marion, king ot Tyre, out of Ga- 
lee, and recovered three caitles of which he had 
pofieffed himlelf, He not only fpared, however, the 
lives of thofe Tyrians whom he took, but gratified 
many of them with donations, thereby attaching them 
to himlelf, and rendering them inimical to Marion. 
This Marion’ was a fit inftrument for Caffius, who 
had fet fo many tyrants over Syria. It was from 
his averfion to Lferod, thatheaffifted Antigonus, the 
fon of Ariftobulus, and Fabius alfo, who was the 
hireling of Antigonus; but Prolemy, the kinfman 
of Antigonus, {upplicd them all with neceffaries. 


Herod made every ,neceflary preparation for the 
enceunter, which foon took place on the borders of 
Judea, and was decided in his favour; fo that hav- 
ing. totally defeated Antigonus, he returned to Je- 
rulalem, and was reccived with every token of ho. 
nour and refpeét, even by thofe who had detpifed 
him before; but this was from a particular regard to 
his family aNiance with Ayrcanus. Hered had for- 
merly married a woman of his own country, who 
was of noble extraction, and called Doris, by whom 
he had his fon Antipater. He afterwards took to 
wife Mariamne, the daughter of Alexander, the fon 
of Ariftobulus, and of Alexandra, the daughter of 
Tyrcanus. 


Upon Cyzefar’s coming into Italy, and Anthony 
into Alia, after the death of Caffius, at the battle of 
Philippi, ambaisTadors were difpatched from feveral 
places to Anthony in Bithynia, whither the chiefs of 
the Jews were repaired allo, with complaints againft 
Phatael and Werod, for ufurping arbitrary power to 
themielves, and allowing Hyrcanus merely the name 
of fovercignty. Herod appeared ready to antwer 
this acculation; but had fo effectually ingratiated 
himfelf with Anrhony, by dint of prefents, that the 
plaintiffs were difmifled without an hearing. 


Anthony being fome time after this ac Daphne, 
in the fuburbs ot Antioch, (about the beginning of 
his intrigue with Clegpaceas) there came an hundred 
of the principal men among the Jews to prefer their 
complaints to him againit the brothers. They {e- 
lected their beft orators for the purpofe of advancing 
their plea. Meffala undertook the caufe of the 
brothers, and was teconded by Hyrcanus, upon the 
ieore of alliance. When Anthony had heard the 
allegations of both parties, he demanded of Hyrca- 
nus, whom he efteemed the fitteft man for the admi- 
niftration of government? Hyrcanus replied, that 
he knew of none fo compatiable as the two brothers. 


_ Anthony was highly gratified at this declaration, 


Made te- 
trarchs of 
Judiwa. 


having been greatly obliged to Antipater of old, for 
# Generous reception and entertainment upon his 
coming into Juda with Gabinius. So he pro- 
nounced them both tetrarchs of Judaia, and com- 
mitted the whole adminittration to their conduét. 
The deputies were fo difgutted at this proceeding, 
that, for their behaviour, he committed fifteen of the 
hundred to prifon, and they efeaped narrowly with 
their lives: the rett he reprimanded, and then dift 
miffed them. ‘This ferved to inflame the mutineers at 
pee to a greater degree, fothar, inftead of an 
rundred, they fent a thoutand deputies to Anthony 
at Tyre, who was at that time preparing to fall upon 
Jerufalem. They were to clamorous, that the ma- 
giitrares of Tyre were ordered to diiperie them; and, 
in cale of refittance, to put all to death whom they 
took; Anthony giving them further charge to 
maintain the authority of the tcetrarchs whom he had 
iet up. Fierod and Hyrcanus being informed of 
this difafter, went up towards the fea-fhore, and ad- 
vifed the ambaffadors to ule the utmoft caution, lett 
they fhould bring ruin upon themielves, and involve 
their native country in a war by their rafh conten- 
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tions. But as they grew outrageous, Anthony wag 
under a neceffity of jending out armed men, who 
flew and wounded great numbers of them. "Hyr. 
canus, however, took care of the wounded, and pro- 
vided for the burial of the dead. This had no ef. 
fe& upon thofe that efcaped, for they continued 
their tumults, till they provoked Anthony to fuch 
2 degree, that he ordered all his prifoners to be put 
to death. 


CLIAP. XI. 


Lyfanias, the fucceffir of Ptolemy, attempts to depsfe 
ofgmias, EE fi te dntigonus. The Cain see 
join Antigonus;, rout and purfue the encmy to Feru- 
falem. Eyrcanus and Phafael force them into the 
temple. Antigonus propofes terms of peace, and Pace» 
rus for the Arbitrator. Plan of the treacherous con- 
trivance of Barzapbarues. [Herod evades it, with- 
draws toMaffada, and obtains au important conguef. 
The Parthians at Ferufalem ravage town and coun- 
try. Mariffa laid wafte. Antigonus declared king, 
Phafael and Hyrcanus delivered up to him in chains, 
Phafael difpatches himfelf. Herod erdered by Ma- 
lichus, the king, to depart from Arabia. ds nobly treat- 
ed by Cleopatra. Paffesto Brundufium, and thence to 
Rome. Generofity of Auguftus and Anthony to Hered. 
Hered declared in the eae king of the Fees. 


BOUT two years after this time, when Barza- 
pharnes, a noble Parthian, held the government * 


of Syria, with Pacorus, the king’s fon, Lyfanias, 
the fucceffor of Ptolemy, the fon of Mennzzus, en- 
tered into anagreement, and confirmed it by articles, 
to deliver up to them a thouland talents, and five 
hundred women, upon the dethroning of Hyrca- 
nus, and fetting up Antigonus in his place. They 
immediately proceeded to the execution of the pro- 
ject. Pacorus took the way of the fea-coalt, and 
Barzapharnes marched over the midland. Prole- 
mais and Sidon opened their gates to Pacorus, but 
the Tyrians abfolutely refufed him entrance. He 
fent before him a party of horfe into Judaa, under 
the command of Pacorus, one of the king’s cup- 
bearers, (an officer of his own name,) with infiruc- 
tions to attend to the enemy’s motions, and to aflilt 
Antigonus, if occafion might require. 


The Jews of Mount Carmel fpontancoufly offer- 
ed their fervices to Antigonus, who directed them 


to advance, and poffefs themfelves ot that quarter ! 


of the country they call Dryma. An action enfued, 
in which the party of Antigonus previnled ; and 
when the enemy was routed and difperfed, their 
numbers increafing, they marched at once to Jeru- 
falem, where Hyrcanus and Phatael made a very 
brave refiitance, and, after afmart contettin the mar- 
ket-place, forced them to retire into the temple. 
Herod, upon this, placed a guard of fixty men over 
the adjoining houles ; but the people fer fire to them 
from the averfion they had to the two brothers. 
Thete practices tranfported Herod to juch a degree 
of indignation, that he tell upon the enemy, and cut 
olf great numbers of them; nor did aday pais with- 
out flaughter. 


The feat of Pentecoft being now at hand, the 
city, upon that occafion, being crouded up to the 
very temple, and many of the multitude coming 
under arms, Phafael took charge of the walls, and 
Herod, with a fmall party, of the palace. The latter 
made fo unexpected a fally into the fuburbs, that he 
killed feveral, and_difperted the whale multitude. 
Some fled into thecity, others into the temple, W hile 
others fheltered themfelves behind the ramparts. 


When things were brought to this pals, eae 
nus propoled a treaty of peace, and nominate! 


corus as the arbitrator. Phafael acquiefced, anda l- 





mitted the Parthians with sco horfe into the city 
His pretence was to compole the mutiny; but his 
real intention was to affift Antigonus, his per- 
dious wretch prevailed afterwards with Phaiael fe 
fend an embaffy to Barzapharnes upon the fame iubd- 


ae + : ee, e- 
ject. This was very contrary to the opinion o ‘ 
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rod, who advifed Phafael to ufe the urmoft caution 
in tratting him, as perfidy was the characterillic ot 
abarbarian. Pacorus, however, went out, and took 
Tiyrcanus with him, that he might be lets fuipected. 
}eallo left with Herod fome of the horfemen which 
they called freemen, and conducted Phatael with 
the ret. 
; VYhen they came to Galilee, they found the peo- 
rly ple ui that country had revolced, and were in arms 3 
.:4 butcthe governors, however, came out to meet them. 
“ Barzapharnes had the art to difguile his intention 
with che external civilities of compliments and pre- 
{ents ; butas foon as they were departed, had an am- 
bufh in readinefs to furprize them on their return. 
‘They were conducted to a place near the fea, called 
Iedipon, where they were informed of the particu- 
kars of the plot; chat a thousand talents, and five 
hundred women, were to be delivered to the Par- 
chians, upon their betraying Hyrecanus and Phafacl. 
Vhey were further informed, chat the plan would 
noc have been deterred fo long, buc chat they waited 
for Lierod’s coming up to Jerufalem, leit it fhould 
take air, and be fruftrated. 
‘ Ophelius was the man to whom Saramalla (a Sy- 
“+ plan of great Opulence) had communicated the par- 
ticulars or che whole defign. Ophelius importuned 
VPhatacl to provide tor his iatery; buche determined, 
atallevents, not toabandon Ifyrcanus, andtherctore 
went up to the Parchian general, and reproached 
him to his face, for encering into this treacherous. 
deiign againit him, from mercenary, the meaneit of 
all, motives 5 telling him, thacif money was his ob- 
ject, he could give him more tor his hte than Anti- 
gonus had promifed him tor the kingdom. ‘Lhe 
Judtle Parthian endeavoured to remove thelutpicion 
by prevarication and caths, and then went immedi- 
ately to Pacorus. Bue no fooner had he departed, 
than Vhatael and Flyrcanus were taken into cuftody 
~ by the Parzhians who were lett behind, according to 
their order, and had only the liberty of exclaiming 
againtt fo horrid a perjury. 

The Parthian, in che mean time, was inftru€ted to 
attempt to delude ELerod out of the town, and teize 
upon him. Fle made che effort; buc Lerod was fo 

: well acquainted with the treacherous practices of 
Be" thofe barbarians, chat he would not vencure out of 
7" the city. Te did not doube but that Phafael had 
$ lent him information of the plot, though the Par- 
thians might have intercepted the letters. Pacorus, 
however, could not draw him out by the moft plau- 
fible pretences he could ule, and the ftrongett af- 
lurances of his perfonal fecurity ; for he ttl] kepc 










upon his guard, having heard that his brother Pha- 


lael was apprehended: befides, Marianne, a woman 
Of great lagacity, enjoined him by no means to go 
forth, nor expoic himiclt to the manifelt defigns of 
thole barbarians. 


Pacorus finding itimpoffible to circumvent aman 
of Herod?’s prudence and penetration by open at- 
tack, began to deliberate how they might bring their 
plot to bear privately. But Herod, while this was 
M agitation, made his efcape, with fome of his nearett 
relations, by night, cowards Idumaea. The Parthians 
no jooner received intelligence of his departure, 
than they purfued him; upon which he fent his mo. 
ther, brother, Mariamne, (to whom he was con- 
traéted, ) and her younger brother, before him 3; whilit 
le himielf, with his party, made a fland againit the 
barbarians, and overcoming them in feveral encoun. 
ters, retired, at laft, to the caitle of Maffada. The 
ee ee him more in his fight than the Parthi- 
tae ee him fixty furlongs from Jerufalem, 
a a at length a regular engagement enfued. He- 
to eoeained the victory, flew great numbers; and, 
eae alae the honour of the action, erected a 
wee i cent palace upon the fpot, witha ftrongcaltle, 
‘cA he called Herodium, after his own name. 


resrea eat nembers repaired to his ftandard in his 
Hoa one rother Jofeph, when he cameto T hreffa, 
jis tran a iavaled him, by all means, co leffen 
tig, 5 - uch amounting, according to computa- 
of Matt qpwards ot three thoufand men, the cattle 

ce Mala Nae not containthem. Herod attend- 
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ed to his counfel, and difiniffed the moft cumber- 
tome part of his retinue, difpofing of his kindred, 
and the bett difeiplined of his followers, in the relpec- 
tive departments of the caltle, with an extra body 
of 800 men for the protection of the women, and 
provifions fufficient to hold out a fice, if occafion 
fhould require. Having thus arranged matters, he 
went forwaid to Petra, In Arabia. 

The Parthians at Jerufilem were wholly intent ‘The Par- 
upon plunder, breaking into che houles of thofe 
who were ablenr, and rifling the royal palace irfelf; 
{paring nothing but the treafureof Hyrcanus, which 
did notamount to more than three hundred talents ; 
though they pofleftd themlelves of the riches of 
others, but not equal to expectation; for Herod, 
from afufpicion or the perfidy of the barbarians, 
had taken care to convey what was moft precious to 
ldumza; and his companions had followed his ex- 
ample. But the Parthians, not content with the 
{porl of the city, infelled che adjacent country with 
a bloody and implacable war. “hey laid waite the 
city of Mariflas and not only contlicuted Antigo- 
nus king, but delivered up Phatael and Flyrcanus 
bound intro his hands. Such was the cruelty of An- 
tigonus, that he tore off the ears of Lyrcanus with 
his teeth, to render him incapable of the pontificate, 
as nomaimed perton was eligible to that facred func- 
tion. Phafael, however, frultrated his inhuman de- 
figns; for having neicher command of his {word 
or his hands, he prevented all further abufes by 
dafhing out his brains againft a itone,; demonttra- 
ting thereby his alliance to Flered; while Hyrcanus 
had given proof of degeneracy. He died like a man 
of honour, and his end was fuitable to the glory of 
his lite. Itis reported that he furvived that violénce 
upon himfelf, and thac a phyfician was fence him 
trom Antigonus, who poiloned the wound, and fo 
difpatched him, ‘Vhere prevails another report, that, 
being tuld by a woman, a little before his death, chat 
Herod had made his efeape, he exclaimed, ‘*T fhall 
now dic in peace, as] fall leave behind mea triend 
to avenge my wrongs.”? But we do not contend for 
the authenticity of cither of thefe reports. 

This was the end of Phafacl; and the Parthians, Hyrcanus 
though they were difappointed in the promife of tencin 
the women, put the government of Jerufalem into chains te 
the hands of Antigonus, and Jent L1yrcanus bound ?t 
into Parthia, Herod was not yet made acquainted 
with the death of Phatael; fo that concluding, from 
his knowledge of the avaricious dilpofition of the 
barbarians, that a lum of money would be the only 
means of his redemption, he determined upon a 
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from the king upon that occafion, cither as a bounty 
upon the feore of an old friend{hip betwixt him and 
Antipater, or a loan upon the jecurity of che pledge 
of his nephew, the ton of Phafacl, a youth of feven 
years of age, whom he propoted to take with him 
for that purpole. “he fum he intended to give was 
three hundred talents, and the Lyrians were to in- 
tercede to procure his requelt. 


But fate unhappily prevented the execution of 
his generous defign in the death of Phatael. Nor 
could he truft himfelf among the Arabians; for 
Melichus, their, king, ordered him to depart im- 
mediately out of his territories, pretending that the 
Parthians had demanded, by their ambafYadors, thar 
Herod might be driven out of Arabia; though the 
real motive was to withhold what wasdue to Antipa- 
ter, and to avoid the obligation of making a requital 
to the fon for the bounty of the father.” He was, 
indeed, perfuaded to aét thus illiberally by thofe 
about him, who were deftitute both of faith and 
honour. 


When Herod found that the Arabians were his 
enemies, and for the very caufe which he imagined 
would have conciliated their friendfhip, he dif- 
patched the meflengers with each an anfwer, as was 
fuggetted by the impetuofity of his paffion, and then 
procecded to Egypt. Fie came in the evening to a 
certain temple, where he had left feveral of his com- 
panions in his paffage. “Che next day he arrived at 
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death of his brother. The furprize, no doubt, af- 
fected him; but when he had given vent to the reel- 
ings of natural affection, and difcharged his laft 
duty to his brother, he proceeded on his journey. 


The king of Arabia foon repented of what he had 
done, and difpatched meffengers to prevail on him 
to return. But it was now too late, as he had ad- 
vanced as far as Pelufium, where the officers [topped 
his progrets, till, upon application to the magiftrates, 
he was permitted to pais on, from the refpect they 
had for his charaéter. He embarked for Alexan- 
dria, whither, upon his arrival, he was received by 
Cleopatra with all pomp and {plendor, hoping that 
he might be prevailed upon to accept the command 
of an army which fhe was then raifing for fome im- 
portant defign. But Herod was fo intent upon his 
voyage to Rome, that neither the entreaty of the 
queen, the rigour of the feafon, nor the hazard of 
the fcas, could divert him from the profecution of 
it. Putting therefore to fea, and taking his courte 
by the way of Pamphylia, there arote fo violent a 
tempeft, that the mariners were under a neceffity of 
caiting the goods overboard to fave the veflel. At 
length, with greatdifficulty, they got fateto Rhodes, 
where he found things ingreardiforder, onaccountot 
the war with Caffius. He was there received by two 
friends, Prolemy and Saphinias, and, notwith{tand- 
ing his then want of money, found means to pro- 
vide himielf a ftout veflel, which conveyed him and 
his friends to Brundufium, and thence to Rome. 
Upon his arrival, he paid his court to Anthony, be- 
tween whom and his father Antipater an ancient 
friendShip had fubfitted, and revealed to him the ad- 
ventures and misfortunes of his family, particularly 
that of his relations, being then fhut up in the cattle 
of Mafflada, which induced him to hazard a voyage, 
in the moft rigorous part of the jealon, to wait upon 
him, and implore his protection. 


Anthony was fo, affected by compaffion for his 
diftrefs, and tender regard for the memory of his 
father, together with the due fenfe he entertained of 
his own perfonal merit, that he determined to have 
him declared king of the Jews, as he had made him 
tetrarch before. -‘lo this he was moved, not only 
trom refpect to Herod, but averfion to Antigonus, 
whom he looked upon as of a turbulent, feditious 
{pirit, and inimical to the Romans. Auguitus was, 
if poffible, more attached to Herod than Anthony ; 
nor was any thing more pleafing to him than to en- 
ter into a detail of ,Antipater’s fervices in Egypt, 
the hardfhips they had there encountered together, 
and the mutual friendfhip they had long enjoyed. 
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Upon this an aflembly of the fenate was called, 
where Meffala, and after him Atratinus, (Herod be- 
ing pretent,) enlarged upon the merits of Antipater, 
and his fidelity to the people of Rome, holding 
forth Antigonus, at, the fame time, as a public 
enemy, not only trom his defection, but receiving a 
crown from the hands of the Parthians, in contempt 
of the jovereignty of theempire. The fenate were 
fo wrought upon by thefe reprefentations, that they 
gave their voices unanimoufly for Herod to be king 
of the Jews, which was enforced by Anthony, who 
pointed out the advantages that would accrue trom 
it in the conduct of the Parthian war. When the 
fenate role, Ceefar and Anthony went out, preceded 
by the confuls and other magiftrates, to give orders 
for facrifice,and the depofiting the decree of the 
fenate in the capitol. Anthony alfo made a fplendid 
entertainment for Flerod on the firft day of his 
reign. 

CHAP. XItI. 
Majlada befiesed by Antigenus. 
the brother of Herod. Wentidius and Silo join 

Llerved againft Antigonus. Hered takes Joppa. Re- 

fieves Maffada, and advances to Ferufaleim, which he 

is, offering an univerfelanniefty. The affeilaits 
are repuljed. The craft aud treachery of Silo. 
dejperate mutiny fuppreffed by Herod, eho 
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excounter with the robbers. Flerod returns to Sania. 
via, and Ptolemy affumes the command in bis place 
Perfidy and barbavity of Macheras. Ay ibony iivvefs 
Samofata, aud lutigouus delivers it up, 


LUNs this time Antigonus befieged the 

4 cattle of Maffada, where the family and rien 15 ves 
of Herod fuffered much thro’ an extreme drought, ; 
infomuch that Joteph, his brother, underitanding 

that Malichus, king of Arabia, had repented of the 

injuries he had done to Herod, took a refolution ie 

leave the caftle by night, with two hundred choten 

friends, and apply to the Arabians for fuccour, But 

at the very precife time that they were about to make 

the fally, there fell fo copious a fhower of rain that 

their pits, cifterns, and other veflels were all re. 
plenifhed, which obviated the neceflity of carrying 
their defign into execution. After this fealonable 
relief, the garrifon made feveral refolute fallies, and 

between furprize and open terce, did confiderable 
execution upon the enemy, though they frequency 
met with fevere repulfes. 





In the mean time Ventidius, one of the Roman v... 
generals, being fenct co reitrain theincurfions of the lee 
Parthians into Syria, entered J udaea, under colourot J: 
a defign to relieve Maflada, but in realiry to feize! 
upon the treafure of Antigonus. When he hadac- 3 
complifhed his purpote ac Jerulalem, he withdrew 
with the greateft part of the army, but left Silo, 
with a fmall body, behind him, in order to coun. 
tenance his pretence; for if he had taken with him 
all the forces, his motive to enrich himlelf would 
have been tooevident. Antigonus, however, main- 
tained a good underttanding with Silo, hoping that 
the Parthians would come again to his affillance. 












Herod, having now failed out of Italy to Pro- 

Jemais, raifed a confiderable army, both of his own 
nation and itrangers, and then marched through 
Galilee towards Antigonus, with the affiftance of 
Ventidius and Silo, who were prevailed upon, by verss 
the folicitation of Dellius, at the inflance of An- + 
thony, to aid Ierod in obtaining the pofleffion o1 * 
his kingdom. Ventidius was then intent on quiet- ; 
ing the tumults which the Parthians had raited tn di- 
vers cities, while Silo was corrupted by the bribes 
of Antigonus in) Judaa. Ierod, however, was 
not deltitute of forces, as numbers repaired to his 
ttandard every day during his march, and the 
greatelt part of Galilee carae over to his interett. 
The principal object of his attention was the rai- 
fing the fiege of Maffada, to fet his kindred and 
friends at liberty ; and Joppa was the firft obitacle 
to be removed, as they could make no attempt upon 
Jerufalem with that enemy fo near at hand. Silo 
took this opportunity to withdraw ; and the Jews 
of the party of Anrtigonus purfuing him, Werod, 
with an handful of men, engaged, deteared them, 
and brought off Silo, after a very faint refillance. 


Noa 





After this Herod took Joppa; and then haftencd, 
with all expedition, to tec free his kindred and 
friends, that had been fhut up a confiderable timeia 
the caftle of Maffada. Vhe inhabitants of the coun- 
try feemed in general ditpoted to join him; fometor 
the fake of his father, others for his own Like, and 
others for their obligations to both; but the greater 
part were aétuated by the hopes of honour and re- 
ward. Llerod was by this time at the head ofa con- 
fiderable army: but Antigonus uted his utmoft en- 
deavours to obftruét his pafiage, by planting am- 
bufhes in his way, though with little or no damage 
to the adverfe party. Fic found, upon the whole, 3 ,, 
great difficulty in raifing the fiege, and removinghis ’ 
iriends and effeéts our of the cattle. From thence», 
he advanced to Jerufalem, where many 0 Silo’s * 
men, and of the inhsabicants, came over to him, 
awed by his increafing power. 














Fle pitched his camp upon the weft fide of o . 
town, where the enemy galled him with fhowers 0 © 
darts and arrows, andthe detendants made CET 
gorous fallics. Asa prelude to his defign, he eT 
a proclamation to be iffied in form by an hera he 
round che walls of che city, fetcing forth chat he 
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had only in view, by his expedition, to promote the 
common good of the people, and the fatery of the 
place; with an offer of burying in oblivion the et- 
torts of all his enemies, of every rank and degree, 
without exception. dntigonus, on the other hand, 
did all he could, with nove and harangue, co keep 
his people from hearing the conditions of the decla- 
ration, or being moved by the force of it, and at 
length commanded them to fall ons upon which 
the adailants were repulicd trom the tower, and 
torced to 2 retreat. The corruption of Silo was 
new evident beyond a doubt, from the clamours of 
the foldiers that he had fuborned to put all in a 
flame. “hey exclaimed thar they were loft for want 
or neceliairies, as well as convenient winter quar- 
ters, through means of the army of Antigonus, 
thac had carried every thing off. By thefe means the 
eople were ftirred up toa revolt, and Silo would 
have eccompanied them in their retreat. | “UVhis ac- 
tempe threatened fo much danger, that Herod wes 
under the neceffiry of applying not only to Silo’s ot- 
fiers, bur to the common foldiers, reprefenting to 
them the mifchicfs chat mult inevitably entue if 
they deferted him, and requefting that, as he had the 
commiftion of Crfar, Anthony, and the fenare, tor 
what he did, they woukl ftand by him one day 


or 





‘s loneerand all their wants thould be fupplied. Upon 
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this affurance Llerod went himielf co give orders 
for the provifions, and forthwith fent them fo abun- 
dant a fupply, thac all Silo’s pretences were obvi- 
ated and to fecure them a future competence, he 
wrote to Samaria, which was then under his pro- 
tection, to fend him all forts of provilians to Jeri- 
chy, juch as corn, wine, oil, cattle, and cvery 
other neceffary arucie. When Antigonus had in- 
telligence of this, he difperfed his troops abroad, 
and laid ambufhes to intercept the convoys. Uhey 
obeyed their orders, fo thata confiderable army was 
polled near Jeriche, and parties placed up and down 
the mountains to obfLruct any kind of relief. 


Herod, in the mean time, with his ufual ativity, ad- 
vanced with ten companies, half Romans, half Jews, 
and a imall body of horle, to Jericho, where he 
found the city totally abandoned’; but five hundred 
men, with their wives and children, had taken poftd- 
fion of the furmmits of the mountains. ‘Fhete he 
took, and then difmiffed them. The town contained 








“= abundance of valuable phainder, which the Ronians 


carried away; and Herod leaving a garrifon in the 
place, returned, and affigned che Roman troops their 
Winter-quarters in the cities that came over to hitn, 
as Idumiwea, Galilee, and Samaria. Antigonus alfo, 
by bribing Silo, had part of his army quartered 
in Lydda, to ftand fair in the opinion of sAnthony. 


1, The Romans now lived in the full enjoyment of 
. peace and plenty: but Herod, whole active ipiric 
i fent his brother Jofeph, with 400 
horte, and 2000 foot, to fortify Idumea, lett A ntigo- 
nus thould enter upon any new device, while he went 
with his kindred, whom he had refcued at Maflada, 
to Samaria. When he had fettled them fecurcly, he 
advanced into Galilee. to reduce certain garrifans 
pofleffed in that province by Antigonus. He came 
up to Sepphoris in a deep fnow, and took the place 
sp» Without any difficulty; for the garrifon quitred it 
without making any refiftance. When he had given 
ils Men time to refrefh themielves after the fatigue 
ot the winter, there being in that city abundance of 
neceflaries, he turned his arms againtt the free- 
hooters that theltered themfelves in caves, and, by 
allies and incurfions, annoyed the inhabitants more 
than an open and profefled enemy in the courle of 
war. Fle tent three companies of foot, and atroop 
or horfe, before him to Arbela, and followed them 
relt forty days after with the reft of his army. 
heaters were not in the leaft alarmed at 
ete cur ou but, onthe contrary, advanced againtt 
ae of, ; body, confident of the conduct and cou- 
te eee their leader. When it came to a pitched bat- 
wheelitot to flight Herod s lett wing; but Herod 
wale it eee them immediately with his right, not 
lier ones he Aight of his own men, but broughe 
Bee a aenin we fuch fury, that the robbers, not 
ie fie a xo and before them, were- purfued 
as the Jordan, many of them cut off, and 
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the refl got over the river. ‘Vhus was Galilee de- 
livered trom thete ravagers, except fome itrape leis, 
that kepe ttillin their faltnefles, which occalionc 
Herod to prolong his flay in the country. 


After this exploit, as the firtt fruits of his foldiers ete s 
y hayek 


fervices, he gave to every manan hundred and fift 
drachmae, and to the officers fo much more in pro- 
portion, and then dilinid them to their winter 
quarters. Ele gave icin charge to his younger bro- 
ther, Pheroras, to fuperintend the fupply of provi- 
fions, and the raifing of a wall abour the caltle of 
a\lexandrion, which was accordingly performed 
wich the utmoit punctuality. 


In the mean time Anthony took up his refidence 
at Athens; while Ventidius fent to Silo and Herod 
to join him in the war againit the Parthians; but 
inftructed them firlt co fetcle the affairs of Judea. 





Herod willingly difmified Sila co go to Ventidius 5 Goes in 
but went hinvielrin quett of the robbers that lurked quet ot the 
Vhete dens or caverns were in the robber. 


in the caves. 
crags of the rocks, hardly acceflible on any fide, 
but by narrow turnings and windings, and adircét 
precipice from repro bottom. As itappeared, irom 
the ficuation of the place, that the attempt would 
be attended with the utmoft difficulty, the king he- 
fitated for dome times; but at length hicupon a bold 
and defperate experiment. ‘There were tlronge cheils, 
with foldicrs in them, Jet down with ropes irom the 
top of the mountain to the mouth of the entrance 
inco the caves. ‘Phete loldiers detlroy ed the robbers 
in their holes, fome wich their arms, and others, that 
rehiled, with tire. As Flerod was delirous of faving 
fome of them, he had proclamations made that chey 
fhould furrender themlelves ; but not one of chem 
came [pontancoully, and many, that were compelled, 
preferred death to captivity, 

There was a very remarkable inftance of the refo- 


Intion of an old man, the father of deven fong, The sen- 


This wife and children entreating hin co fuffer chem 


to goout, and furrenderthemlelves, according to the an oid 
tcnour of the proclamation, he commanded chem) 'ebber 


to come forth one after another, and as they refpec- 
tively appeared, put chem to death. ‘Chis tpectacle 
{truck Flerod with compaftion, fo that he entreated 
him, by figns, tofpare his children. Butneither words 
or actions could prevail with him; for he main- 
tained his refolution, killed the children firft, and 
then the mother, cafting their dead bodies down a 
precipice, and himielt at latt, and reproached MHe- 
rod with the meannels of his fpirit. 


When ITerod had exterminated thefe robbers, he 
left only fuch.a force behind him as he judged ne. 
ceflary to preferve the public tranquillicy.  dde lett 
the command to Prolemy, and returned to Samaria, 
inorder to marchagain{l Antigonus, with threethou. 
fand foot, and fix hundred horfe. ‘Mhe malecon- 
tents of Galilee took advantage of Herod’s ab- 
fence, fell upon Ptolemy by durprize, and New him. 
‘Vhey alfo laid the country wafle, and then retired to 
bogs and places almoit inacceflible. Herod no 
fooner received intelligence of this diforder, than he 
returned, cut off great numbers of the {editious, 
ranted the ficge of the fortrefits they had invefted, 
and fined the cities an hundred talents for the 
riots. 


The Parthians being now defeated, and Pacorus 
flain, Ventidius, by order of Anthony, difpatched 
Macheeras to Herod, with a thoufancl horfe, and two 
legions, asauxiliaries to him againft A ntigonus. An- 
tigonus had fent Machrerasa letter, complaining of 
the indignities he had reccived from Herod, witha 
very confiderable offer to enter into his intereft. 
Though Macheras did not comply, as he had 
Greater expectations of advantage from efpoufing 
the caule of Herod, he kepe fair with the other 
party, and feemed difpoted to treat with him on the 
butinefss; but this was to found himas to the prefenr 
ftate of his affairs, though direétly repugnant to 
the opinion and advice of Herod. 





Antigonus, bythistime, difcovering his intention 
not only refuted him entrance, upon his approach to 
the city, but kept him off with darts and arrows at 
a profefied enemy. Machzeras wes fo mortified at 
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this difappointment, that he went to Flerod at Em- 
maus, and, in the fury of his rage, put all the Jews 
to death he could meet with, whether iriends or 
foes, or attached to the intereft of Antigonus or 
Herod. 


Herel me. Fierod was fo enraged at this mercilefs out- 

ditates re- rage, that, at firft, he determined to avenge himfelf 

ey on Machzeras as an openenemy; but he cooled upon 
reflection, and chofe rather to accufe him before An- 
thony. Machzeras, con{cious of the atrocious na- 
ture of his conduét, inftantly followed Herod, and 
by fubmiffions, proteftations, and importunities, 
fued for pardon. But this did not divert him from 
going to Anthony ; and hearing that he was at that 
time befieging Samofata, a ftrong place upon the 
Euphrates, he made the greater expedition to come 
up to him, in order to ingratiate himlelf by fome 
fignal proofs of his Gdelity and courage. His ar- 
rival puta fpeedy end to the fiege; he flew great 
numbers of the barbarians, and obtained immente 
booty. Anthony, who always maintained afavour- 
able opinion of Herod, held him, upon this oc- 
cafion, in higher efteem than ever, which redounded 
much to his honour, and encouraged his hopes of 
obtaining the kingdom. Antigonus, in fine, was 
compelled to deliver up Samolata. 


340 or 
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Fofeph, the brother of Herod, is flain in a fhirmifh with 
dntigonus, who treats his remains with indignity. 
Sofius made general of Syria. Prediéion of Fofeph's 
death, Flerodinvejts Ferufalem, and takes it by af- 
Sault. Commands the bead of Pappus 10 be cut off, 
iu revenge for the death of ‘fofeph. Pufillanimity of 
Antigonus. He is fent in chains to Anthony, and be- 
beaded. ° Avarice aud illiberality of Cleopatra. 


URING theft tranfactions the affairs of Herod 
Were ina precarious fituation in Judzea, which 
he left, in his abfence, under the command of his 
brother Jofeph, upon this expre/s condition, that he 
ould make no attempt againit Antigonus during 
his ablence. This advice proceeded from a fulpi- 
cion he entertained of the perfidy of Machzeras, 
founded upon former circumftances. But Jofeph, 
when his brother was at a diftance, became unmind. 
ful of his injunétion, and marched towards Jericho, 
with four companies that Machzeras had provided 
him, to carry of the corn that was now fit for fickle, 
The enemy fell upon him from the mountains, and, 
from the advantages of the place, and the occalion, 
Is Main ina Save him a total defeat, cutting all the Romans to 
tkirmith, pieces, and the general himlelt, who left behind him 
the character of a greac and valiant man. Thele 
were only new raifed troops, levied in Syria, and had 
no veterans amongit them to fupply the want of 
{kill and experience in their tellow-foldiers. 


Jofeph rath. 
dy engages 
with Antis 
gonus. 


But fuch was the brutality of Antigonus, that, not 
content with the victory, he committed the moft un- 
His head ~=manly infolences upon the remains of the dead, in- 
mucror  fulting over the body of Jofeph himfelf, and then 
Antigonus, {triking off his head, though Pheroras offered a 
compolition of fifty talents to avoid thar indignity. 
Affairs were fo changed in Galilee, upon the tuccels 
of Antigonus, that they took the partizans of Herod, 
of the firft quality, and plunged them into the lake. 
The affairs of Idumaa underwent feveral altera- 
tions where Machzras repaired the walls of the 
cattle of Gath. Herod was ignorant of thefe tran- 
factions, for, upon thetaking of Samofata, Anthony 
made Sofius governor of Syria, with a charge to al- 
Ott him againft Antigonus; and fo he departed into 
Egypt. Sofius, upon this, fent away two compa- 
nies into Judaza, to join Herod; and he himfelf tol- 
lowed foon after with the reft of the army. 


ees When Herod was at Daphne, near Antioch, he 
dnieph’s had a prelage of the death of his brother in a dream, 
foretold to AAS he leaped out of his bed in a confuled manner, 
Herod, meffengers arrived at that very inftant to acquaint 
him with che calamity. ‘Uhe turprize {truck him at 
frit; bue when his grief had a little fubfided, he 
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‘tertainment to feveral perfonsof the firfi dittinétion ; 


JEws, Bese 


haftened, with all expedition, in queft of the enemy 
Upon his arrival he took eight hundred of the inha. 
bitants, and one Roman cohort, to his amifttance, 


5 é : . " 
With this body he entered Galilee betore day. ae 
charged theenemy, and beat them back to the caf? ime Gi” 


tee, 


tle which they had leit. Ele fat down before it, and 
affaulted it day after day; bur, before he could make 
himielf mafter of it, the wearher became fu tem. 
peftuous, that he was under a neceflity of drawin 

off his army into the next village. Anthony, tome 
few days aiter, fent him a reinforcement of another 
company, which put the garrifon into fuch appre. 
henfions, that they efcaped trom the caftle through 
favour of the night. . 


After this Herod proceeded to Jericho to avenge 
himlelf of the death of his brother, where he feems 
to have been preferved by a miraculous interpofition 
of Providence. TVhat evening he’ gave a grand en- 
and when the company had retired, and the hail ie 
was Cleared, the roof fell to the ground. He cook 
this remarkable efcape as fo aulpicious a prelage 
with refpeét to the war in which he was engaged, 
that he decamped early the next morning. The 
enemy, in a body of about Gooo men, came down the 
mountains, and had a fkirmifh with his van-guard; 
but they did not prefs on to clofe aétion with the 
Romans, affaulting them only with darts and ftones 
at a diftance, by which means Herod, as he pafled, 
received a wound in his fide. 





Antigonus, who piqued himfelf in being fuppofed 
fuperior to Herod, not only in the number but cou- 
rage of his men, fent Pappus, his familiar friend, 
with an army, into Samaria, to try an encounter with 
Machazras. Ierod in themean time took five towns, 
ravaged the enemy’s country, dettroyed 2000 of the 
inhabitants, laid their houles in afhes, and fo re- 
turned to the main army, not far trom a village: 
called Cana. 


Now a great multitude of Jews reforted to him 
daily, both trom Jericho and other parts of the 
country. Some were moved from their hatred co 
Antigonus, others from their refpeét to Herod, and 
others trom their love of innovation. Herod was 
moit fanguinely defirous of bringing on an engage- 
ment; nor were Pappus and his ariny leis anxious é& 
for the encounter; fo that, without difmay, they 
boldly advanced to the charge. When they came jus.ic: 
to cloie action, they made a ftout refiftance for fome oF 
time ; but wherever Herod came, he was fo trani. "> 

orted with the {pirit of revenge for the death of 
fie brother, that his enemies Hed before him. Ina 
word, a mott terrible laughter enfued ; fome were 
forced back into the place whence they came, Herod 
{till preffing and purfuing chem, till he fell in with 
the thickeft of them in the town. The houfes were 
foon crowded with fugitives, and the very roots co- 
vered with them. But thele were eafily deftroyed ; 
and, upon beating down the buildings, feveral pe- 
rifhed under the ruins, and others by the {word; 
and thole who efcaped the one perifhed by the 
other, The itreets were fo blocked up with car- 
caffes, that they found fome difficulty to march over 
them; and the ipeétacle was fo hideous, that it coul 
not be feen without the moft thrilling horror. Upon 
confidence trom this victory, Hered would certainly 
have marched tmmediately to Jerufalem, if the ex- 
treme rigour of the feafon had not rendered the ways 
impaflable. ‘This was the only point wanting ue 
crown his victory, and effect che irreparable ruin o! 
Antigonus, who was now making the previous dit- 
pofitions for abandoning the city. 
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Herod, intheevening, having difmiffed his friends, ue 
to retrefh chemielves after the tacigue of the day, aather 
went to bathe, as is ulual in fuch cates, with only gen? 
one fervant to attend him, and was met on his wey 
by one of the juldiers of Antigonus with a drawn 
iword, then by a tecond, then by a third, aed 
terwards by feveral more, Thele were men who ha 
Hed thither with their arms out of the battle tor ch 
tuge. Upon fight of the king they were feized Bee 
fuch dread and tremour, that they paffed by mo 


Ea ; e- 
precipitately ; and no one being at hand to ae 
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hend them, goto, while Herod fortunately efcaped 
«yedof untouched. ‘The day following he ordered the head 
a of Pappus, the general of Antigonus, to be ttruck 
off, and fent it to his brother Pheroras, in revenge 
a for the blood of Jofeph, who was flain by chat very 

Pappus. 
When the fpring feafon came on, Flerod ad- 
~ vanced to Jerulalem, drew his men to the walls, and, 
for the advantage of the attack, encamped before the 
temple, being the quarter trom which Ptolemy had 
taken it before. ‘Vhis was the third year fince He- 
rod had been declared king at Rome. He affigned 
all his croops their proper ttations, and every man 
his polt in che fuburbs. He ordered the catting.up 
of three ramparts, and the building of turrets over 
them; and when he had given thele commiffions in 
charge to luch of his officers as he could belt confide 
in, he went hindelf co Samaria, to confummate a 
marriage with Mariamne, (the daughter of Arilio- 
bulus, ion of Alexander,) to whom he had been con- 
. tracted fome time before; fo that the fiege and the 
match went on together in fpite of his foes. 


Upon this marriage he returned to Jerufalem with 
anumber of additional troops, befides a ftrong body 
ot horjeand foot, under Sofius, the Roman general, 
who was fentto joinhim, Whe greater part of them 
took their march through the midland, aod he him- 
{elf through Phoenicia. “Phe wholearmy, upon the 
muller, amounted to eleven regiments of foor, and 
fix choufand horie, befides a ttrong reinforcement of 
Syrian auxiliaries. The affaule was made on the 
north fide; Pierod founding his right upon the de- 
cree of the Roman fenate, that had contticuced him 
king; and Sofius preferring the commiffion of An- 
theny for the aMitance of Herod with the troops 
under his command. 


The Jews wichin the city were now in the utmoft 
confufion and diftrets, the common people crowd- 
ing about the temple, and paffing cheir judgment 
upon the times, ina kind of enchufiattical torebod- 
ing of future calamities. The more bold and hardy 
part of the rabble went up and down, pillaging 
whatever they could reach, elpecially within the 
purlieus of the city, where they Jett no neceflarics 

tes for man or horfe. ‘The joldiers omitted nothing 

iss forthe defenceot the place; kept the affailants trom 
f°" their walls, and oppofed one inftrument and ftrata- 

gem toanother. But their chief manocuvre was in 
mining, and breaking In upon the enemy before they 
were aware. 

The king, on the other hand, took care to provide 
againit che depredations of the plunderers, and for a 
Jupply of provifions by convoys from abroad. ‘I'he 
Jews mult be allowed to have dilplayed the greateft 
relolution and courage, but were conftantly excelled 
by the Romans in military fil] and experience. 
They maintained the conteft, however, with the ut- 
molt bravery; and, in cafe of any iurprize of the 
enemy from their trenches, by fally or attack, found 
Jome means or other to fruftrate their attempts. In 
fine, they {pared neither art or labour in the refolu- 
tion they had taken to defend the city to the Jatt. 
But, after ive months refiftance againft fo vaft an 
army, a chofen band of Herod’s men were fo hardy 
#s to mount the wall, with fome of the Roman cen- 
turions to fecond them, and thereupon fel] into the 
city. 
tom. }Mmediately upon their entrance, they pofted 
‘az themfelves round the temple, and as nearly as pof- 
. ° fible, while the army difperted, and carried death 

and delolation, in the moft hideous forms, where- 
ever they went. The Romans were exalperated ro 
revenge, by the hardthips they had endured in the 
courte of the fiege, and the Jews of Elerod’s party 
were implacably crue], in preventing the efcape of 

4 Shy of their adverfaries. ‘Che avenues of the city 

srof WEre Covered with piles of mangled carcates; for 

the conquerors fpared neither age or fex; nor was 
the templeiticlFany longer afanctuary ; nay, though 
the king himielf commanded them, upon their al- 
legiance, to hold their hands, and defift from the 
maffacre, they went on with the carnage to a degree 
of inhuman phrenzy,. ’ 

No. 29. 


OF 








Marisa 





Merit 











rue J E W S. 


Antigonus, with the mott daftardly pufillanimity, 
without regard to his rank, or palt or prefenc for- 
tune, came down trom the citadel, and prottrated 
hinielf before Sofius, who, without difcovering the 
leait pity for his calamitous condition, taunted him 
with adeclaration that his name fhould be no longer 
Antigonus, but utigona. But though he named 
him, he did not treat him ikea woman; for he was 
loaded with chains, and kept a prifoner. Herod’s 
pretent concern, after fubduing his enemies, was to 
reftratn che impetuofity of his foreign auxiliaries 5 
as the mulcitude prefied fo violently into the temple, 
prompted by curiofity to fee the building, and its 
valuable contents, that it was, with che utmoft dif- 
ficulty he could keep them in order, either by me- 
naces, entreaties, and fometimes blows; account- 
ing that his victory would be worfe than a defeat, if 
ictended toexpote thole facred things, which, by the 
Jewifh law, were to be veiled from che fight of the 
prophane. 


He then proceeded to the regulation of the fol- 
diery in the matcer of pillage, percinently oblerving 
to Sofius, ** thac, by leaving neither men or mo- 
ney, the Romans would render him king of a de- 
fert, rather than of a city and people; and that he 
judged the dominion. of the whole habitable earth 
too fmall a compenfation tor the flaughter of fo 
many citizens.” Sofius replied, ‘* that ic was but 
jut ro allow the foldiers this plunder, as a reward 
for what they had duffered during the fiege.”” Herod 
rejoined, * that he would fee juflice done every indi- 
vidual ouc of his own private fortune.” By this ge- 
Nereus manner of proceeding, he preferved the re- 
mainder of his country; and afterwards fulfilled 
his promile to the army, by making Jiberal prefents 
to each private Joldier, and in proportion to the of- 
ficers, with a royal bounty to Sofius himfelf; fo 
that, upon the whole, he gave universal fatisfaétion. 
Sofius aiter this dedicated a golden crown to facred 
fervices, and then lett Jerufalem, carrying Antigo- 
nus bound to Anthony, fatcering himfelf with the 
hope of mercy, till the axe put a period to an ex- 
Hlence not worthy of being protracted. 

The multitude in the city were divided; and Fle- 
rod diliinguifhed party from party, conferring ho- 
nours on his friends, to atcach them to his intereft, 
and putting the adherents of Antigonus to death. 
When his finances ran low, he divided the mott va- 
luable of his effects betwixt Anthony and thofe im- 
mediately about his perfon: but this did not prove 
aneffectual fecurity; for Anthony was fo infatuated 
with a predilection for Cleopatra, that he could: 
deny her nothing. | This execrable woman having 
fated her cruelty with the blood of all her own kin- 
dred, turned her implacable fury againit {trangers, 
by calumniating men of rank and fortune to An- 
thony, and prevailing with him to caufe them to be 
put to death, to obtain poficflion of their eftates. 
ider avarice tranfported her fo far again{t the Jews 
and Arabians, that fhe entered into a fecret praétice 
on the lives of their kings, Herod and Malichus. 
Anthony amufed her with fair words, and feeming 
compliances; but, though he could not indulge her 
fo far as to take away the lives of two kings who 
had treated him with iuch fingular refpeét, he vio- 
lated the terms of friendfhip that fubfifled between 
them, and put herinpofttfiion of great part of their 
territories ; for inftance, the landsin Jericho, fo fa- 
mous for palm-trees and the balfam plant, and all 
the cities upon the river Mleuthcrus, except Tyre 
and_ Sidon. When he had gratified her with thefe 
prefents, fhe accompanied him as far as the Eu- 
phrates in his expedition againit the Parthians, and 
fo took her way into Judaa, by Apamia and Da- 
maicus. 

Herod had already attempted, by large prefents, 
toconciliate the favourof Cleopatra; but her cruelty 
was fo implacable, and her avarice fo infatiable, that 
former largefies had no effect; fo that he found him- 
felf under a neceffity of allowing her two hundred 
talents out of .the revenues of Judea, and then 
with the utmoft obfequioulnefs conduéted her to 
Pelufium. Anthony jfoon returned from the Par- 
thian-war, with Artabazes, the fon of Tigranes, his 
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prifoner, whom he prefented to Cleopatra, with the 
whole booty. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The craft and treachery of Cleopatra. Herod wages 
war with various fuccefs. A tremendous carthquake 
in Judea. The Fews alarmed at the fate of feveral 
of their ambaffadors. Animating addrefs of Herod 
to bis foldiers. Its powerful effect. Herod brings 
the strabians to aftion, and totally defeats them. 
They petition Hered to take them under his pro- 
teélion. : 


N the breaking out of the war in Actium, He- 
rod being at liberty, propofed to accompany 
Anthony in that expedition; for he had gained pof- 
feffion of Hyrcania from the filter of Antigonus, 
and all things were now compoted and eafy at home. 
But Cleopatra, left Herod fhould be a companion 
in the danger with Anthony, craftily diverted him 
from his defign. This princefs, having a mortal 
averfion to the kings both of Judza and Arabia, 
‘ perfuaded Anthony to commit the conduét of the 
Parthians to Herod; forefecing as the coniequence, 
that, if he fucceeded_in the enterprize, he fhould be 
gucen of Arabia; if otberwife, queen of Judaa. 


This crafty defign tended to the advantage of 
Hered, who, having levied a great body of horfe, 
dent them againft the Syrians about Diopolis, where 
he attacked them, and, after fome refiftance, drove 
them out of the field. Upon this defeat the Ara- 
bians drew together a formidable army, and pofted 
them at Camatha, in Coelo-Syria, there to await the 
arrival of the {eve Herod was now advancing to- 
wards them; but, upon fight of their number and 
difpofition, he found 1texpedient to be more than or- 
dinarily watchful, and therefore ordered the raifing 
of a wall about the camp. But the people were to 
elated with one victory, that, regardlefs of Herod’s 
precaution, they fell on without ceremony, and 
routed the Arabians at the very firft onfec. But 
Herod himfelf efcaped very narrowly upon the pur- 
Suit, by a body of the troops of Camatha, which 
were fent in by Athenion to the relief of the Ara- 
bians. This Athenion was one of Cleopatra’s ge- 
nerals, and a deadly enemy to Herod. Animated 
by this reinforcement, the Arabians rallied, fcat- 
tered Herod’s army, and purfuing them through 
crags and woods, flew many of them in the chace. 
‘Thole who efcaped fled to an adjacent village, called 
-Ormiza, where they were pent up and furrounded; 
and the Arabians made themfelves mafters of the 
camp, and the men that were in it. Soon after this 
jevere check, Flerod broughe up fuccours; but 
could not repair the loffes fultained by the late dif- 
alter, which was owing to the contumacy and dil- 
obedience of his officers ; for if they had not been 
too fanguine and precipitate, Athenion could never 
have had an opportunity of putting his plot into 
Mierwards execution. But he avenged himielf afterwards upon 
takes his the Arabians by furprizes and incurfions, and, by 
revenge deveral victories, compeniated for one deteat. 


There befel Herod in the courfe of his fuccefies 
one providential calamity. This was in the jeventh 
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year of his reign, in the beginning of the fpring, . 


and the midi{t of the war at Actium. It was atre- 
mendous earthquake, that deftroyed an immente 
number of cattle, and near thirty thoufand people; 
but the army that lay in the field futtained no in- 
jury. It was in reality a fad difafter; but gaining, 
as ufual, upon report, the Arabians took it tor 
granted that Judaea was totally overwhelmed, and 
flattered themfelves into an opinion, that they fhould 
Severat Bet a land deftitute of inhabicancs into their power. 
Jewith am- In this confidence they put certain Jewifh ambafla~ 
baffados == dors, who were then with them, to death, and ad- 
puttodeathy anced into the country co take poffeffion of it. 

This formidable inroad of the Arabians ttruck the 

Jews with juch a terror, efpecially as they had un- 

dergone fo many calamities upon one another, that 
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Herod was under a neceffity of attempting to re. 
duce them to reafon and relolution by the follow. 

ing f{peech : . 


‘* You are here, in my opinion, (faid he,) under a 

moft unreafonable apprehentfion. I will allow you Ageeress 
* to indulge your forrows under the hand of an of. f°" 
“* tended God; but to fubject yourfelves to the fame ensure 
** defpondencies and paffions, for fear of the power his Glia: 
‘* of men, is 2 meannefs of foul below your cou- 
Nay, fo far am I from any dread of an 
** enemy, after this earthquake, that tt looks tome 
“ rather as if Providence had ordered the enfnaring 
‘© of your adverfaries, by this temptation, intoa ven.” 
‘© geance for the injuries they have done you: nor 
*¢ do they lay fo much ftrefs upon the torce of their 
** own arms or valour, as upon the opinion they 
** have of our abject and miferable ftate. But chofe 
“are falfe hopes, when men fupport themfelves 
‘* upon the infirmities of others, rather than upon 
“* their own virtue. Nor is there any certainty cither 
“* in pret pereus or adverfe fortune, as_they are 
“* both unfteady, and take their turns. For acon- 
“ firmation of this doctrine, you need go no farther 
* than to the late battle, where we were matters one 
“hour, and at mercy the next. This is the very 


.© cafe of our enemies at prelent, or ] am much de. 


** ceived. They think they take, and they are taken. 
*¢ People that are over-confident are unwary; buta 
** confiderate fear makes men provident; fo thar 
*¢ the very ground of your apprehenfion is the foun- 
*¢ dation of my affurance. You would needs be 
*¢ charging the enemy contrary to order, and for- 
“‘ warder than you fhould have been; and Athe- 
*“nion, you fee, made advantage of your error. 
‘But you yourfelves are now upon the relerve: 
* your deliberations are fober, and not fantatftical ; 
“© which is a difpofition that I look upon as an omen 
“ of a certain victory. This is the right temper of 
‘Sa brave man before he comes into action; but 
“© let him referve his fpirit cill he has occafian for it 
“in the field. So let it be your bufinels now to 
“ convince your enemies, by force of arms, that 
“the Jews will fooner pare with their lives than 
‘ their reputation ; and {tand firm at Jaft under all 
“ misfortunes; nor ever own the Arabians for their 
“© mafters, who have fo often been their faves. 


“ But why this fear at laft for things inanimate? 
© How comes an earthquake to be a portent, or a 
“* prefage of things to come? Is there any thing 
“¢ more natural than the agitations and diforders of 
** the elements? They do not foretel calamities, 
“but they aétually bring and create them. Ic is 
¢ noffible that there may be fome forerunning figns 
““ of plagues, famine, and earthquakes, to come; 
“ but when they are once come, the greater they 
“are the fooner will they be over. Or put the 
“ cafe we fhould be conquered now, which is worle, 
“¢ the war or the earthquake? But there’s a defti- 
“* nation of thefe people to ruin, even by their own 
* hands, without the help of cnemies, that could 
“ be fo impious and inhuman, as, contrary to the 
“* Jaws of nature and nations, to dip their hands in 
“ the blood of our ambaffadors, and dedicate the 
“* {acrifice to God for the fuccefs of the war. Can 
“they ever think to elcape the all-feeing eye and 
“ almighty power of a vindictive God, whenever 
“© we fhall but rouze in us the courage and zeal of 
“ our forefathers, and ca)l thefe perfidious violators 
“of leagues and public faich to a fevere and juit 
“account? Wherefore ftand uP my fellow-iol- 
** diers ; not for your wives, children, or.country, 
** but to revenge the murder of your ambaffadors, 
“* whofe very blood will confecrate the caute; an 
*¢ thofe heroes, dead as they are, will do you more 
“© good in the head of your army, than the living 
* Commanders of it. Do you but follow where 
*¢ T will lead you, and I will afk no more. Only one 
“ word of caution; be not rafh; and when it comes 
“to the trial, they will not dare to look youi the 
“© face.” 
This animated addrefs infufed fuch ardour into 
the foldiers, that Herod, availing himielf of the op- 
portunity, facrificed, and, without delay, paffed his 
army over the river Jordan. He pitched his Ey 
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at Philadelphia, not far from the enemy, with acal- 
tle berwixe them, which looked as it the cattle was 
co be the tubject of diipute. Herod, at that dittance, 
provoked them to a battle, defiring nothing more 
than to bring it to 2 fpeedy ifue, for the enemy 
had fene people before to take poffeffion of this cal- 
dle; but Herod’s party, without much difficulty, re- 
pelled them, and gained the aicent. Herod drew 
outevery day in order of battle to dare the Ara- 
bians to 2 combat: but when he perceived they 
would not anfwer the challenge, (for they were all in 
a coniternation, and Altemus, their general, above 
the reft,) he attacked them in their trenches, and jo 
forced them toa battle ; upon which they entered in 
fuch diforder, that their horfe and toot were mixed 
together. They were, indeed, fuperior to the Jews 
in number, but inferior in valour; although they 
were obliged to_expole themielyes to danger from 
their defperate firuation. 
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While they refifted, the faughter was not great; 
but when once they turned their backs, between 
thofe that fell in the purtuic, and thole that were 
trampled to death by their own people, there were 
scoo mifling ; and the reit were driveninto thecamp, 
where Ferod foon encompafled and beheged them. 
They were alfo much diflrefled for want of water. 
In this embarrafed firuation they ient ambaffadors 
to Herod, with an offer of fifty chouijand talents for 
acompofition; but he would not fo much as deign 
them an hearing, Chey came out after this in troops 
in the tormentof a raging thirft, and delivered them- 
{elves up to the Jews at difcretion; fo that, in the 
courte of five days, Herod had four thoufand of 
them in bonds. Upon the fixth day the remainder 
of them, ina tranfportof defpair, provoked che Jews 
to battle; where about 7000 men were fain on the 
{pot. This ftroke Hniihed Herod’s revenge upon 
the Arabians ; for it humbled them to that degree, 
that they chote him afterwards as their protector, 


CHAP. XV. 


Herod's free addrefs to Cerfar at Rhodes, upon the de- 
feat of Anthony at Adium. Lis gracious reception 
Jivom the emperor. LHe is confirmed in his government 
with large additions. 


THE affairs of Herod now took a profperous 

_ turns but the news of the defeat of Anthony ar 
Actium affeéted him moft fenfibly, as he entertain- 
ed the higheft regard for him, Tis apprehentfion 
however, was nor juflly founded ; for Crefar could 
never think Anthony ablfolutely fupprefled, as lone 
as Herod continued to aMift him. L erod, in confe. 
quence ofthis unfortunateevent, repaired to Rhodes 
where Auguilus was at thac time, and prelfencine 
hintel! without any enfigns of royalty, in the ha. 
bitor a private man, but with che majelty of a king 
thus candidly and frankly addrefled him : ‘ 


: “Tinutt confefs, mighty Caefar, thatas A nthony 
« Made me a king, T have exerted my regal autho- 
tty in the fervice of the benefactor from whom 
« Lteceived it, And you yourtelf, if Tmay be per- 
« Mitted to tpeak freely, would have found the ef. 
feets OF my fervices, had E not been diverted by 

_ the Arabian war. f¢did not, however, prevent me 
« fom tending lupplies both of troops and provi. 
« PONS; nor has this daft fatal blow ac Atium in the 
«Weal abated my zeal for the intereit of my patron, 
I could not, indced, furnith him with men and 
arms, nor attend hind in perfon upon the oeea- 
« fons but To gave hina this falucar countel, to 
« “hich himielt trom Cleopatra, which done, | 
« Homited him money, fortrefes, troops, nay, my 
: wry no asian alittance ino the war againtt you, 
., Ae Meee his infatuation toa woman on the 
ie ine 2 und your fuceels in arms on the other, 
cae eHorts are fruitrated ; fo that che fate of 
oe oy and Herod are involved: we fell upon 
une day, and with his fortune L now Jaid 


a 
¢ 


ue 
‘ 


THE 


JEw Ss. 


“© down my crown. All my pretence to gain cle- 
* mency is founded upon a confcioulnels or having 
“ ated confiltently with the character of an honett 
*© man and a fincere friend.” 


Ceelar, ftruck with this addrefs, thus rejoined : 


*¢ Herod, be fecure, be happy, be {till a king, and 
* that more firmly than ever; as ] am confident fo 
 venerous a triend muft make a good governor, 
* Be as faithful in your attachment to the conqueror 
“Sas you have been to the vangquifhed, and I fhall 
*¢ cherith the hope of deriving mighty benefits from 
“ fo exalteda mind. Anthony has been fwayed by 
“ the countels of Cleopatra to our mutual advan- 
* tage. Rett, cherefore, content with che confirma- 
“dion of the kingdom cto you; and I fhall take 
*€ care that, in future, you fhall find no detriment 
“© trom the lois of Anthony.” : 


Augultus Cazfar, after this fpeech, with great hu- 
manity adjurcd LYerod not to doube of his friend- 
fhip; and then putting che crown upon his head, 
confirmed his title to it by an act of tate, with ho- 
nourable commendations of his character. When 
Herod had made due acknowledgments, by fair 
words and fumptuous prelents, he interceded with, 
the emperor in behalf of Alexander, one of An- 
thony’s friends, to obtain his pardon; but Cazlar 
would not hearken to his folicitation, declaring that 
his offences were unpardonable. 


As Auguftus was afterwards paffing through Sy- 
ria into Kgypr, Herod entertained him with royal 
magnificence; and Cazfar, in return, did him the ho- 
nour of caufing him to ride by his fide, while he was 
reviewing his troops about Prolemais. Herod alo 
made a plentiful provilion of water for them, du- 
ring their march to Pelufiam through a dry coun- 
try; nor were there any neceffaries wanting ; info- 
much chat Castar, imprefied by thele extraordinary 
inttances of his munificence, declared to his train, 
that the kingdom of Judaa was too little for the 
mind of jo great a prince. 


Cleopatra and Anthony being both deceafed upon 
Cerelar’s arrival in egypt, he not only conferred new 
honours upon Herod, but annexed to his kingdom 
thole parts which Cleopatra had taken from him, 
with Gadara, HLlippion, Samaria, and the maritime 
Cities, Gaza, Anthedon, Joppa, and the Tower of 
Straion. He alfo prelented him with four hundred 
Gauls, who had been Cleopatra’s body guards. 
He alio gave him the province of ‘Trachon, with 
Hokie and Auranitis, upon the following occa- 

ion, 


Tt had been a common practice with Zenodorus, 
who refided ina manfion he hired_of Lylanias, to 
fend robbers our of Trachon to Damatcus. ‘Ihe 
inhabitants applied themfelves to Varus, ae char 
time governor of Syria, for relicl, entreating him cto 
reprefent their calamitous ficuation co Caelar, Varus 
accordingly complied with their requell and the 
emperor fent him orders immediately to fupprefs 
thele robbers; in conlequence of which parties 
being cifpatched to all fufpeéted places, they treed 
the country from thote pells of lociety. ‘Uhe po- 
vernor alfo having been enjoined to deprive: Zeno- 
dorus of apart of his eflate, Caesar bellowed it upon 
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Crfar'’s rea 
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Herod is 
confirmed 
in the kings 
dom. 


Entertains 
Augullus 
magnihe 
cently im 
Syria, 


Is smply 
rewarded, 


Hlerod, ro fecure it from being any longer a recepla- Contituted 
cle tor thole caterpillars, appointing him, at the rover ior of 
fametime, Bovernor of all Syria, Pdealfo cautioned “2 Ayis 


the fubordinate rulers to confult Lierod in all mat. 
ters Of importance; and, upon the demile of Zeno- 
dorus, gave him all the land between ‘Urachon and 
Galilees But Herod was more abundantly Sratificd 
by the conlideration that he was beloved by Caglar 
above all men living, next co Agrippa, and by 
Agrippa nexe to Cadar, From thefe concurring 
cireunlances he wis advanced toa preat depree 
of human felicity, and evinced a magnanimiry equal 
to hisexaleation, by adapting his acquifition to dau- 
dable purpoles. 

CRAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Lherod eres feveral magnificent buildings both at home 


and abroad. Repairs the temple. Calls the cafile ou 
the north fide Antonia, in allufion to Anthony, and 
two other fumptuous edifices Cafarion and Agrippion, 
in bonour of Cafar ond Agrippa. Immortalizes their 
names by {pecial dedications, particularly that of Se- 
Lafte in Samaria. C.far’s royal bounties to Hered. 
Herod builds Antipatris, to the memory of Antipater ; 
Cypros to that of Cypris, and Herodion to that. of 
Tlevod. Repairs Siraton’s Tower, and adds to it a 
fiately palace. A foacious port between Dora and 
“Yoppa. Detail of the various inftances of Herod's 
extenfive munificence, and extracrdinary atchieve- 
snenls of mind and body, which acquired him an unt- 


verfal fame. 
BR I:ROD, inthe fifteenth year of his reign, applied 

himtelf to the repairing and rebuilding of the 
temple, which he accomplifhed with {plendid mag- 
nificence, and at immenfe charge, as appeared from 
the ttately galleries round about it, that were raifed 
from the very foundacion, and the caltle on the 
north fide adjoining to it, which, for grandeur and 
elegance, was not inferior to the royal palace itlelf, 
giving it the name of Antonia, alluding to his fa- 
vorite Anthony. He greatly enlarged the enclofure 
round about the temple; and raifed upon an emi- 
nence, that overlooked the city, two fuperb fpa- 
cious (truétures, comparable to any temple, which 
he called Cefarion and Agrippion, in honour of his 
two illuftrious friends Czefar and Agrippa. 


Nor did he reftrain his zeal for perpetuating the 
memories of three celebrated characters to palaces 
and particular fabrics, but dedicated whole cities to 
the immortalizing of their fame to pofterity; for in- 
{tance, Sebatte, in Samaria, a city twenty furlongs in 
compats, with a {tately wall about it, a colony of 
6000 inhabitants planted in it, and an endowment 
of fruitful lands belonging to it, with peculiar im- 
munities to the people. Amongft other eminent 
works he ereéted 2 majeftic temple, with an area of 
three furlongs and an half about it; and this temple 
he dedicated to Auguiftus Ceefar. 


After this Casfar gratified Herod, with an addi- 
tional donation of lands; and Herod, in acknow- 
ledgment, creéted another temple, of white polifhed 
marble, near the head of the river Jordan, ata place 
called Panium, which he allo dedicated to his Mlul- 
trious patron. Not far from hence flands a moun- 
tain of ftupendous height, that overhangs the crags 
and rocks, and looks down intoa deep valley. Ac 
the bottom is a dark and hideous cavern, worn and 
hollowed to fuch adepth by the conftant fall of wa- 
ters upon it, thac itcannot be founded. Irom the 
foot of this cavern there bubbles forth an tffue of 
feveral [prings, which, according to tradition, pafes 
for the fource of the river Jordan. 


The king gave equal proofs of his magnificence 
at Jericho, where he cauted to be eredled, betwixt 
the caltle of Cypros and the old palace, other {lately 
and commodious buildings, and called them by the 
nines oF the fame augue perlonages. In fine, he 
did not leave one conliderable place in the whole 
kingdom withoutfome monumental memorial tothe 
fame of Crelar, When he had ornamented the bor- 
ders of the temples throughout Judasa, he did the 
like inthe provinces, dillinguilhing teveral of them 
by the name of Cefarea. 


As J Terod was on his progrefs along the coatl, he 
oblerved one maritime city amonglt the rett, with 
all che decays ol antiquity aboutit. Trt was known 
by the name of Straton’s Power, and appeared, from 
its fituation, worthy of the king’s royal care and 
bounty. Ele not only repaired the catlle with beau. 
iful white (lone, but erected a palace there equal 
ingrindeur to his ather works. Te Ties betwixt 


hover inl Dora and Joppa, where there is no pood haven; ane 


pad, a pate 


fies, 


the pallage is to dangerous, that mariners, who 
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fhape their courfe that way towards Egypt fi 
i their | ; ne y g rom 
Phoenicia, run great rilque from a fouth-welt wind 
which fets in with fuch violence upon the rocks, that 
ic rebounds in eddies, and raifes a turbulent fea 


But the king’s liberality and refolutions fur 
mounted all the difficulties and obftructions thar 
could arife ¢ither from fituation or expeince; for h 2 
built an haven there larger than the Pyreneum a 
Athens, with ftations for the largeft fhips to ride in 


with the utmoft fecurity from wind and weather, sibw. 
It was fo fortified againit the violent furges of the 8 i 
= 


fea, and ornamented fo agreeably to the view, as to 
admit of no addition, either of ftrength or beauty 
of contrivance. 


Upon taking meafure for the dimenfions of the 
port, he ordered huge {tones to be caft into the fea 
at twenty fathoms water, ‘Che greateft part were 
fifty feet in length, nine in depth, and ten broad 
sind forse (till larger. When they had filled up the 
fpace to the furface of the water, they carried on a 
wall rcwo hundred feet wide; the one half to break 
the force of the waves in the nature of a mole, from 
whence it was called Procymzea, and the other for 
the fupport of the turrets rhat were fixed upon it; to 
one of which he gave the name of Drufion, in com- 
pliment to Drufus, Czelar’s kinfinan. 


There were alfo a great number of vaults for 
ftores; and before and above thefe vaults a pave- 
ment of fat ftones, that ferved both as a landing- 
place and walk for recreation. lt fronted the north, 
which, upen that quarter, is the moft gentle of all 
winds. On each fide of the entrance ftood three 
coloffi, mounted on pillars. Thofe on the left hand 
were fupported by a {trong tower of oncentire ftone, 
and thoie an the right by two large ftones, in the 
form of columns joined together, ‘The buildings 
next the port were all of white ttone; and the ftreets 
that led from the city to the quay exactly uniform. 
Uponan hill, oppofite the mouth of the haven, ftood 
Celar’s Temple, a building, in magnitude and cu- 
riofity, notinterior tothatof Jupiter Olympus, from 
the model of which it was taken; as alfo of another, 
at Rome, that did not fall fhort of the temple of 
Tuno at Atgos. Herod’s defign, in erecting this 
ftately tower and port, was the advantage of the pro- | 
vince, and the fecurity of voyagers ; and, to the ho- S« 
nour of Cwlar, he called ic Celarea. 


There was other famous works of LIerod worthy Orat 


of record; as a fpacious market-place, a theatre, an? 
amphitheatre, and the infticution of the Ludi Quine 4, 
quennales, Yo called from their being games ap- 
pointed co be celebrated every fifth year, which he 
dedicated tothe honour of Auguftus. THe was the 
firt who, in the 1g2d olympiad, propounded hono- 
rary rewards, not only to the victors themielves, but 
to the fecond and third competitor, in courte one 
after another. Ife repaired Anthedon, which had 
been nearly demotifhed in the war, and called ic A- 
grippion ; and, as a teftimony of, refpect for his 
friend, inferibed the name of Agrippa on the gate 
of the temple he bad buile there. 


Herod was a dutiful fon, as well as a gencrous 
friend and patriot; lor he founded a city to the ho- | 
nour of his father, in the mofk plealanc and fruictul 7. 
part of his dominions, abounding with plants and iat 
rivulecs, which he called Anupatris. There was it 
calle avo near Jericho, which was {trong and a 
lightfully ficuated.. “Phis place he walled in, and 
gave ir che name of Cypros, after his mother, Nor © 
was he unmindful of his brother Phafael on fever, 
occafions; as in 2 tower he buile at Jeruialen, 
which he called Phataclis , and likewile # city to O08 
north of Jericho, which he allo called by the Lame 
name. 


As he tranfinitted ro pofterity the racmories Of 
his family and friends, he did noroniut a memorit 
for hinvel!; for be buile and fortified a cattle on 4 ts 
mountain ob Arabia, which he called | feradion, at 
ter his own name. Tle pave the fame appellation je 
alfo to an hill, which he eautcd to be thrown 1p 
the form of a woman's breall, about HsTy furlongs 


dilkant from Jerutaleny ‘2his mount was Bra 
: i 
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yaffed at the fummit with round turrets: ee 
fit filled with royal apartments, as {plen tid ane 
hin and without, as art and coft could 

The ftairs were of pure white mar- 
ng two hundred fteps from the bot- 
p. It was of itupendous height. At 
the feet of ic he buile other magnificent apanens 
for the accommodation of his friends, mens ay 
that, confidering it was adapted toevery ule anc oe 
venience, ic feemed to be a city rather than a ca es 
though it was nothing more than a ftructure erectec 
for the temporary refidence of the king. 
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Elaving given fo many proofs of munificence eH 
difplay his’ liberality to his own fubjects, picrer 
feemed difpofed to render foreigners parta aie 
his generofity. To thisend he Giules public baths 
to be fet up at Tripolis, Damaticus, an I tolemais 5 
built {trong walls at Byblis; galleries, council cham- 
bers, public magazines, market-places, and rete 
ples, at Berytus and Tyre; theatres at Sidon anc J a 
mafeus; an aqueduct at Laodicea, water- works ac 
Afkalon, with plazzas of exquilite workmanfhip. 
To fome he gave groves and harbours, to others 
lands. He appropriated annual revenues for the 
fupport of baths, diltributed corn to the necel- 
fitous, and frequently furnifhed the inhabitants of 
Rhodes with money for equipping a navy, when oc- 
cafion required it. He repaired thetemple of Apollo, 
(called Pythium,) and rendered it more magnilicent 
and commodious than it was in its priftine tate. I 
might add, tochefeinftances, his liberality to the Ly- 
fians and Samians; his largefTes throughout Tonia, 
Athens, Lacedsemon, Nicupolis, and particularly, 
his bouncy to Antioch, one of the principal cities of 
Syria, that ttood ina bog for the {pace of twenty 
furlongs, till he caufed the paflage to it to be paved 
with white marble, and fhelters to be put up againit 
foul weather. 





Men of narrow minds may fuggefl that thefe fa- 
vours were confined to a few particular places. 
to fuch we need only oppofe the obligations he 
laid upon the Elians, wherein not only the people 
of Greece, but the whole world were concerned ; 
at leaft all thofe who have heard the fame of the 
Olympic games: for when he found, upon his ar- 
rival at Rome, that thefe games were all that re- 
mained of ancient Greece, and that they were upon 
the decline for want of money to fupport them, he 
not only took upon him the charge of that year, 
but fetdled an annual allowance for the perpetual 
continuance of them. It would be endlefs to recount 
the debts and tributes which he remitted, and parti- 
cularly chofeof the inhabitants of Phataelis, Batanea, 
and the fmall towns in Cilicia, where he dilcharged 
them from the payment of their penfions. Fle would 
have extended his liberality ftill farther, but was 
prevented by an apprehenfion of incurring envy 
from other monarchs. . 


Herod poffeffed great ftrength and agility of body, 
was an excellent horfeman, and difcovered perfect 
fill in the Jance; for he-darted forty bealts upon 
the chace in one day. He was a confummate fol- 
dier, and finifhed fwordfman. Ina word, he was as 
fortunate as accomplifhed ; and if he failed in any 
warlike exploit, it was attributed to treachery, or 
the rafhnets of his foldiers, and not to their gallant 
commander. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Ikred exbibits a reverfe of charader. Great diforders 
prevail in bis family. Fle puts away his wife Daris, 
it marries Marianne. Expells his fon Antipater. 

s HHyrcanus to death. Caufes Ariftobulus. to be 
arexned. Becomes jealous of the defigns of his wife 
nd fifter, Yofeph and Mariamne put to death. 
irivs bis two fons. Calls Aatipater from exile. 
The craft of Antipater. Herad accuses Alexander be- 
fore Cefar. Alexanders defence. Reconciliation be- 
‘oven Ceved and his fon. “Herod entertained by Ar- 
es Charatier of Mntipater, Machinaltions of 
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Antipater’s mother, and Salome, the fifter of Herod. 
Herod’s advice to bis fons. Pheroras and Salome 
their mortal enenies. “el plot projected upon Tcrod’s 
life.» His cruelty and injuflice. wHexander appre- 
bended, and his friends put to_the torture. drehe- 
laus debates the point with Hered. Pheroras cou- 
Selfis, and obtains his pardon. Hered an advocate for 
alexander. cirebelaus brings lexender to bis fa- 
ther. Lurycles the confident of Elered. Ait acenfa- 
tion brought againft dlexander and clriftobuius, Se- 
veral put io the terture. Herod liftens to calunnies. 
Salonie irritates the father againjt the fous, and canfes 
him to lay the brothers in chains. The king opens the 
cawe before council ar Berytas Sentence of death 
pajed tipon the brothers. The bravery of Txro, and 
bajenefs of Tryphon. The brothers firangled at Se- 


bafte. 


EROD, inthe miditofhisexternal fuccefles, was 
greatly perplexed by dometlic broils, which 
took their rife from his putting away one wife, and 
taking to himiclf another; tor he no fooner became 
poflefied of the kingdom, than he ditmifled Doris, 
and married Marianne, the daughter of “Alexander, 
the fon of Ariftobulus. Fle banifhed out of the 
city Antipater, whom he had by Doris, for the fake 
of the fons he had by Mariamne, and permitted him 
to come thither at no other times than the teftivals. 
He then put co death Flyrcanus, his wite’s grandtfa- 
ther, upon hisreturn from Parthia, under pretence of 
having plotted againtt his life: for Barzapharnes 
having carried him away priloner to che king of 
Parthia, after the caking of Syria, the Jews, on the 
other fide of the Euphrates, from pure compaffion, 
fet him ac liberty, and paid his ranfom. If he had 
followed their countel, and not paffed over the river 
to Herod, he might have lived fate and happy; but 
through a paffionate defire to reviflit his own coun- 
try, he was inveigled to his ruin; as Herod was 
conicious of his right and title to the government, 
though he had no reaton to entertain a thought of 
his defign to Jay claim to it. ; 


Mariamne had fivechildren by Ferod, twodaugh- 
ters and three fons. ‘Phe youngelt of the latter died 
in the courle of his tludies at Rome. ‘The two cl- 
der were educated according to their royal defcent, 
both with refpeét to the dignity of the mother’s ex- 
traction, and their being born when their father was 
in pofléMion of the crown. But nothing moved 
Herod fo powerfully in their favour, as the wonder- 
ful afcendancy Mariamne had over him, which grew 
to fuch an height, as to render him intenfible of all 
indignities and alfronts. Mariamne requited this 
warmth of affeéltion with an equal degree of aver- 
fion. She did not want matter of pretence for dif- 
gult, and prefuming upon the extravagant paffion 
he had tor her, the peremptorily charged him with 
the rnurder of Jlyrcanus, and her brother Arrifte- 
bulus, and highly aggravated her reproaches. The 
Jatter, an innocent youth, fhe objerved, but feven- 
teen years of age when he was created high-prieft, 
was cut olf as toon as he obtained that facred func- 
tion, amidft the approbation of the people, who 
wept with joy at his appearance in the pontifical 
vellments to officiate at the altar; but the very fame 
night he was fentaway to Jericho, and there drowa- 
ed ae aJjake, by the Gauls, ac the inftance of He- 
rod. 


Mariamne did not content herfelf with thefe out- 
rages againit Herod, but uttered the foulest invec- 
tives upon his filler and mother, which he heard 
with patience, through the excels of his affection. 
This incenfed them vo that degree, that they con- 
certed means to rare the indignation of Herod, and 
to that end dropped tome oblique hints to him 
touching the honourand virtue of his wife. Amongi{t 
other plaufible matters they related the circumitance 
of Mariamne’s fending ber picture to Anthony, and 
the pains fhe took roingraciate hertelf with hirn from 
a principle of concupiicence; adding, thar An. 
thony was lo great a libertine as to gratify his in- 
ordinate defires at the expence of his very life. 
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Through the rage of jealoufy, the confideration of 
Cleopatra’s inlatiable avarice and cruelty, and the 
power fhe had over Anthony, in the inftance of Ly- 
fanias, and Malichus, the king of Arabia, who were 
both put to death at her initigation, Hlerod was 
thunderftruck at chis intimation of his fifler and 
mother, apprehending danger of lofing not only his 
wife, but his lite alfo. 


In this perplexity of mind he determined to go 
to Anthony, and recommend the care of his wile, 
during, his abfence, to Joleph, the hufband of his 
fitter Salome, whom he had ever found faithful co 
him; but with this fecret inftruction, that if An- 
thony took away his life, he fhould caufe the death 
of Mariamne. “Jofeph immediately hinted this to 
the queen, as a proof of the king’s extraordinary 
affection for her, fince he could not endure the 
thought of feparation even in death itfelf. Herod, 
upon his return, in an_hour of daliance, was pro- 
tefling, the rhaplody of his affection for Mariamne, 
and that he never had a paffion for any other of the 
fex upon which the queen farcattically replied, 
“that he had given an infallible proof of it in the 
order he had Jefe with Jofeph to difparch her.” ‘Phe 
ditclofing of this very important fecret flied the 
mind ot Herod with indignation, as he was per- 
duaded Joleph would never have divulged it but in 
the confidence of an amour. In this ftate of dif- 
traction he fuddenly arofe trom his couch, went into 
the court-yard, and there met Salome, who, availing 
herfelf of fo fair.an opportunity tor caluminating 
the queen, fo effectually confirmed Herod in his 
fufpicion, that, in the rage of jealoufy, he ordered 
both Joleph and Mariamne to be put to death. The 
command was no fooner iffued than he repented of 
it; buc the execution was done before it could be 
recalled. He afieéted extreme compunétion ; and, 
trom the extraordinary pomp of her funeral folem- 
nities, and the grief he exprefled upon the occafion, 
feemed defirous of manifefting that he bore the fame 
efteem for the memory of his deceafed wife, as he 
had affection for her perfon whilft living. . 

The fons of Mariamne were fo inflamed by the 

horrid barbarity of this proceeding towards their 
mother, that they looked upon their father as an 
open enemy. ‘They, had entertained a very unta- 
vourable opinion of him, even when they were at 
Rome together, and were confirmed in it upon their 
return to Juda, as their knowledge improved by 
experience and oblervation. Being arrived at years 
of maturity, one of .them married the daughter of 
his aunt Salome, who was mortally averte to their 
mother. Uhe other teok to wile the daughter of 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia. tn procels of time 
they indulged thenlelves in a greater Jiberty of 
ipeech than formerly, and that confidence betrayed 
them to the malice of informers, 1nlomuch that their 
enemies peremprorily afured the king, chat they 
had entered into a con{piracy againtt his lite, and 
thac the fon-in-law of Archelaus defipned to go 
rivately to Rome, with a complaint againtt blerod 
hinelf to Crvtar. When Plerod had information 
of thele tranfactions he recalled Antipater to court, 
whom he had by his former wife, Doris, pro- 
pofing co ule himas @counrermine againit che bro- 
thers, and to chis end treated him with fingular 
tokens Of refpedct, 

The brothers refenting this preference, Given to 
the fon of an obfeure woman, as the highelt in- 
dignity olfered co princes of their Hullrious defcent 
on the mothers fide, look every, ocealion of fieni- 
fying: their diteall, andeven indignation, But thete 
means, intead of furthering their defien, tended to 
the advantipe of aNutipater, for he managed nat. 
ters fo ardhully with his lather, chat, through the pre. 
vailing, elect or factery on the one hand, and eae 
lumany an the other, he brought into this ie ar 
lath, that the brothers were corally excluded from 
the fneeelion, which was to devolve to him by vir- 
tue ol his father’s willand teflamenr, Cle was tent 
ater this to Cain ia kind of royal (late, having: 
the robes and train ofa king, and only wanting the 
crown, So clated wats he with this pomp, that, 
through the means Of intinuation and Mander, he 
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introduced his mother intoMariamne’s hedchamber: 
and at length wrought his tather, by degrees, intoa 
defign upon the lives of his brothers, OS 


With this view Herod took Alexander to Rome 
with him, and there charged him, before C: fae 
with an attempt of taking away his lite by poilon, 7. 
When Alexander was admitted t9 his defence an Pel 
before a judge that was notto be impoted on cither 
by Herod or Antipater, he cautioully avoided lay. 
ing any imputation to his father, but, with great - 
force of argument, refuted the calumnies brought . 
again{t himielf; demonftrarcd the innocence ot his 
brother, who was involved in the fame accufation. 
and from thence proceeded to lay open the impo. 
tures, frauds, and contrivances of Antipater, and 
this with fuch power of elocution, and grace of ac- 
tion, as carried the ftrongeft conviction to the minds 
of the auditors, and impreffed them with a due 
fenfe of his integrity, as well as his accomplifhments 
as an orator. This fpeech had fo powerful an efled 
upon Caafar, that, rejecting rheaccufations, he made 
them all friends, provided that the fons, in furure 
fhould be obedience co their father; and the farher 
at liberty to appoint whom he pleafed to fucceed him 
in the kingdom. 


Herod, at his return from Rome, could not but 
acquit his fons of the accufations brought againit 
them; yet he could not catk away his fuipicions, for 
Antipater tampered with him fo effectually, that he 
kept jealoufies alive; though he durft not openly 
avow his fentiments, left he fhould feem co difpute 
the authority of the arbitrator. We took his patie |, 
by Cilicia, and fo to Eleula, where he was received 71 
by Archelaus with great pompand refpedct, whocon. 
fratulared him onthe reconciliation cfeGed beeween * 
chim and his fons. Archelaus had not in the mean 
time been wanting, by letters, and other inftances, to 
his friends at Rome, to make inrercit for Alexander, 

Tle condu€ted Herod as far as Aephyriuim, where 
he prefented him with thirty talents, and took his 
leave. 

The king, upon his arrival at Jerufalem, calletan 
aflembly of the people, and, in the hearing oi his 
three fons, thas addreffed them on the fubjece of the 
late reconciliation. 

This isa blefing which I fhall ever value in- 
© comparably above the glories ol a crown, a |¢ 
“ which b fhall endeavour to preferve and iniprove ’ 
© secerdingly. Iris to Ctar chat Titana indebted! 
“for my dignity and eflate; and to Crsfar asain 
“ that Powe the liberty and privilege of appormung 
“ my own fucceflor. Tt isto him alto thar | am to 
‘nay my acknowledgments, erith chis declaration, 
“ thac Pdelizn them all three both for the love- 
© reionty and the fucceffion, if it may be agreeable 
“ to the will of God and your good pleafure. “The 
“ eldeft of them has the tithe of tenioriry, €e other 
© two may pretend rochedigniry by theirexcraction; 
“ and the command, at alk, is extenfive enoush lor 
“all three. 

“ Ags for thole that Cavar hath united, and the 
7 father fet Up, you, mult, be fu re we pay phat 

due relpeets, thar is te fay, ir mul be impartial. 
“equal, and jult, with regard toa precedency Gi 
* birthright, forthe advancing of one mtn befor 
his time, wilbnor be pear fo prearan obligation 
upon him that is preferred. as a diigull tot ‘ 
“other that is pati poned, _ But now, for fen a 
* evil countel or example, it thall be my cae 
“Hlace wife and lober people about then, foc Da 
* can depend upon, aad fuch as dhalb bo qndiy ero 
‘for their Rood order and decorum. 











® Edo further expect tram thefe miniflerss bo 
© wellas Cron the officers of my army, chats fore 
* nrefent, chey hall own no other matter oe i 
“leHs for it is noc the Bovernment, but the sae 
rary part of ity that) L have rraninnired fo a 
‘ons, fo that they may have the ylealure iftra- 
“ hindof reeency, bar the barden eb ada Hal res 
“Gon isto rett npon ry thondders stad cheb 0” 
“tole al mations, in che judeaneng and eter 


: ae shan code 
“Gon of thiaes, mull be tay province. Wyo fight 
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fider my age, the courfe of my life, or manners, 
lam not fo far advanced.upon the firtt poinc, bur, 
by the courle of nature, 1 may be allowed many 
days. Neither have J done any thing to fhorten 
my life by intemperate plealures. As co my duty 
ta God, IT have been fo true to his holy worthip, 
that I will not delpair of the blefing of a longer 
time yer in this world, even in conlideration of 
that zeal and devotion. But if any of you fhall 
take upon him to advance the fons while Lam yet 
living, in contempt of the father, let him expect 
to be feverely punithed foric. le would give me 
pleafure to have my children honourably treated 
in the world; but young men are hot and prag- 
matical, and ’tis but throwing a temptation im 
their way co inflame their defires. People would 
do well to confider, before they make thele ap- 
plications ; tor itis my part, as men do well or 
ill, to fee them rewarded or punifhed; nor will 
I be wanting in that article of my duty. The 
beit way will be for the fons and father to be all 
of amind, for it is their interelt to have me go- 
vern, and ic is mine for them to agree among 
themilclyes. 


* And now, my dear children, (fays he,) contule, 
in che firfll place, thac natural afeelion which 
Providence hath made common even to_beatts 
with men, and acquit yourtelves like dutiful 
children to your father. Bleis Crelar, in the next 
place, for the good office of his mediation; and 
rake tt kindly Irom me, in the thivd place, chat I 
only delire what T have a right to command , 
that is co day, let me encreat you to live amicably 
as brethren. J fhall now take care to provide 
you fuch a train and equipage as may be fuitable 
to your quality. Be fure you live peaceably one 


‘with another; and I beleech God to keep me 
{teady in the fame mind.” 


When the king had thus feeken, he embraced 
his fons, and difmifled che multitude. Some male- 
Contents Went away muttering that he was not au- 
dible in his addrefs, others delcanting on particular 
Parts of it, and others doubting the fincerity of his 
declarations, 


The brothers were fill divided among themi{clves, 
and their diflencions produced a voluntary jepara- 
-tion. s\riftobulus and Alexander were much dile 
gutted chat Ancipater fhould have the preference, 
Amipater, on the other hand, that his brethren 
thoull be allowed any fhare in the government, 
Antipater being of a malicious and relerved dilpo- 
Hoon, dig@uited the mortal averfion he had to his 
brothers 5 whereas the other two, being frank and 
open, delpiled the mean arts of difimulation. ‘Lheir 
cneniies had their inflruments planted up and down 
towatch their words and actions, provoke them to 
Indulge their natural tranknels of dilpotition, and 
fin upon them by infinuation, under the matk of 
Confidence and driendthip, infomuch thac not a 
word pafltd from Alexander, bue it was broughe 
0 Elerod with contiderable additions. “Uhe mot! 
fimple remark had a criminal Interpretation, and 
very thing was milreprefented that could tend to 


Caluminiate, 


| Phe scents at Ancipater, on the other hand, were 
tke hintell, everon the relerve, either from difpo- 
honor the toree or bribery, fo that their whole 
| Tuceedinas were enveloped in myflery and ambi 


Suit. Antipacer, in dine, conducted matters with 
rich art and addrets, thac the triends amd ferventy 
a Alexander were all corrupted, cither by flatrery 


5 doto Che betrayiag, of hind in whatloever 
le tasdordid, — frflend ob appearing hinael! as an 
Peleneny to his brothers, he had his coutidents at 
cd ey toaceute them, while he flood forth fpe- 
: ‘h yhimelf in their Vindication, butintroduced 
de lobligue hints, and fubtleinfinuations, as oreat ly 





Gittings 





Pied Elerod, and fully pertuaded hint thar che 
went ot Mexancder’s Plot upon his lite way well 
dears indeed, Antipater’s arttul manner of mif- 


yeas 
nt 


Ueabiton gave the feinblince of ruth to every 
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Herod was greatly incenfed againft the two bro- 


thers by thefe practices of Antipater, infomuch chat 
he gained the good opinion of the king in propor- 
tion to their lois of it, and by that means obtained, 
the interett of the courtiers, particularly that ot 
Prolemy, his dearett triend, as allo his brethren and 


domeit ics. 


‘Phe influence or Aneipater was all pre- 


vatling, as was that ot lis ameckher: nor could any 
cireumtlance be to morufyiig to Alexander, as the 
part fhe bore in the whole icheme, well knowing 
her mortal hatred to the children or the queen, 
Great refpeet was paid co Antipater, from a confide- 
ration ot his iiflucnce with che king, who ablolutely 


prohibited his courtiers, ingeneral, iim halding any 
intercourte with alexander or his brother, on | 
of his fevereit dupleaiure. 





an 
‘Dhis interdiction ftruclk 


adread not only mtu che king’s houfhold, buc their 


triends abroad: for bicrod bad privile 
upon him by Auguitus which he never ep, 


res conferred 
anted to 









any other, as the liberty of bringing delerters out 
of the jurifdiction of other princes, where hinlelt 
had no ablolute authority. 


gi 


pubhe charge 
fo much the ¢ 
tora necefliry defence. 





The brothers were noe as yet confcious of having: 
vea any offence, as Ficrod had not exhibited any 
gainit them, which made the danger 
sreater, through want of precaurion 
Vhey inferred, however, 











the flate of their cate trom the king’s coulnets to- 
wards them, which conlequently merealed their 
anxiety. 


rovas, and thet aunce Salome, 


Antipater had alo prejudiced their uncle Phe- 
againil the brothers, 


and intkigaccd them co ule their mfluence with He. 


rod to their difadvantage. 


The feud already ran 


very high, but itwas greatly inflamed by Glaphyra, 
the wile of Alexander, who, upon all occafions, 
would be boating of the dignity of her birth, and 


claiming a fuperioricy above others. 


She came trom 


Themeous, the bid, on the father’s fide, and fron 
Darius, the lon of Piytlatpes, on the mother’s; re- 


Ale 


hi 


he wife and fitler of 


cling, at the fume cund, ont 
them with all ima- 


crod as upilarts, and treating: 


inary contempt; oblerving that Terod did) noc 


marry for rank, but for beauty. 

oblerved that he had feveral wive 
pr 
Jaw, and they 


We have already 
s, and much ap- 
oved of polyganny, it being allowed by the Jewith 
were all exatperated againtt A lex- 


ander jor the haughty and injolent behaviour of 


Glaphyra, 
slaw, allo his enemy. 


in 
ac 


br 


Avillobulusimade Salome, his mother- 
| She was fufficiencly piqued 
the prideot Glaphyra, who was canuibudlly up- 
aiding: her with the meanness of her origin. Ite 


would allo reproach his wite in like manner, and 
complitin that he bad married a woman of low dele 
cent, whereas his brother had taken to wife one of 


royal 


defeent. “Phe dauehier of Salome carried 


thede taunts to her mothers adding, that s\lexander 
threatened the mother of his other brethren with 
the vile indignities ihe fhould come to thecrown, 
and dechied he would put their « hildren, male and 
female, tothe mott fervile and menial Offices, as betk 


becoming their made ol cducanon, 


Lic 
th 


‘Tihede intima- 
ns Vaned che relentiment ob Salome to that deeree 
at the relared the whole tot lerod s horcould her 


tellimony be dulpected, fince it was apaintl her fone 


in 


famed Pferod more than all the reth. 
out that] 


Taw. 

‘Phere was another calumny propagated, that in- 
| Ir was piven 
ander and Arilobulus were coutinu- 





ally bemonaing, the fate of their mother, and exe- 
erating, their rather ior his cruelty; and farsher 


fu 


We 
fore boded that thor eaudy apparel would loon be 








elled, thar, upon t lero s dividing, Marianne’s 
idrobe among, the rel of his wives, the brothers 


turned into journing, 


high feat of the princes, 
anfian Of vielence from them, 
reed thei te tilrad chaty’ 


he 
at 


Dierod, on thete tnfinuations, confeious of the 
Was hot without appre. 
yet did not detpair 
and obedience, Be- 


ing on the point of fetiins, out tar Rame, he order. 


cd his fons to be called, and, with theauth 
kin 


orinyead jt 


uz, dnd tendernels of a father, adnoniihed them 





togetee atone, thenitelves, and love one anather, 
With promi: of ain ablolute pardon for what chew 


fiat 


Antipater*s 
mother cons 
ducls the 
plot, 


Enmity he! 
tween Note 
Hotadus and 
Salone, 


Vherod's athe 


Pheroras 
and Salome 
enemies to 
the bro. 
thers, 


Pheroras 

and Salome 
are fulpect. 
ed by Herod 


Herod is ree 
coneiled to 
them. 


New diflur. 
sbanees in 
the family, 


Contedion 
et the cue 
muchs, 


Herod ia 
greatly em 
barratied, 


Tis cuneley 
aod anjul. 
fet, 


waARS 


had done amifs, upon condition of their repentance 
and amendment. By way of reply, they refuted the 
calumnies that had been railed againft tems andal- 
Jedged, that their aétions were fufficient for their 
vindication; adding, that the king fhould not cre- 
duloufly admit of iuch tales, as there never would 
be wanting thofe who would poifon the royal ear 
with them. 


Though they had thus pacified him, and freed 
themfelves from any further apprehenfion of dan- 
ger, they foon fell into new anxieties. They knew 
that Salome, and their uncle Pheroras, were their 
deadly enemies, who were both of them rigidiy fe- 
vere. The latter alfo had great power and_in- 
fluence, as he fhared with Herod in all the dignities 
of royalty, the crown only excepted. Elis own pro- 
per revenue was fixed at an hundred talents, befides 
the arnount of all the lands beyond Jordan, which 
he enjoyed through the bounty of Herod, at whole 
requell Cwlar was prevailed upon to make him a 
tetrarch. Llerod honoured him alfo with a royal 
match, beftowing upon him his wife’s fifter,in mar- 
riage; and, upon her demile, offered him his eldefl 
daughter, with a portion of three hundred talents. 
But Pheroras was fo captivated with a paffion for a 
private perfon, that he declined the propofal of the 
royal marriage, which Herod refenting, gave her to 
the fon of his brother, who was afterwards flain by 
the Parthians. But though Herod was incenled for 
the prelenc, upon reflection, he imputed the refulal 
to the violence of his paffion, and fo pardoned his 
folly. 

Tt feemed that a rumour had long prevailed of 
Pheroras having entertained a defign, even in the 
life-cime of Mariamne, of poifoning his brother, 
‘This was a feafon fo favourable to fpies and in- 
formers, that Herod, though poffefled of great 
fraternal affection, was alarmed at the report, though 
he did noc abfolutely credit ir, Many were appre- 
hended upon fufpicion, and feveral put co the quet- 
tion, pafling from one to another, tll they came at 
Jat to the friends of Pheroras. They conteffed 
nothing of the poifonous intention; but acknow.. 
ledged that Pheroras had made preparation to [teal 
away With his miftrefs to Parthia; and that Coflo- 
barus, Salome’s fecond hufband, was privy to the 
defign. lerod had delivered her up to this Colto- 
barus, after her former hufband had been put to 
death for adultery, Nor was Salome free from ac- 
cufations, for her brother Pheroras exhibited a 
charge againtt her, of having entered into a mar. 
riage treacy with Sileus, Sovernor of Arabia, un- 
der king Obodas, one of Herodd’s moft implacable 
enemies. Salome was sound guilty of the charge 
alledged againtt her by Pheroras, Herod, however, 
pardoned them both. 

The florm of fadlion now refted upon the head of 
Alexander, and trom the following caule. . “Vhere 
were three cunuchs who were in high efleem with 
the king, and employed in offices immediately about 
his perlon, Alexander, by flatteries and rewards, 
had rendered then his creatures, fublervient tu his 
purpoles, Jderad, lutpecting tome collufion, put 
then tothe torbuig, and extoreed from them acon. 
feMion, chac Alexander had exprefled to them *S the 
vanity and folly of che king in colouring his hair, 
from an affectation of youthful gaity ; whereas he 
was entitled lo their attention, as being fuccellor to 
the crown, and having, on che attainment of it, 
power of avenging himlelf on his enemies, and re- 
warding his dends, amongit whom he ranked them 
in particular.” “Phe informers added, that the great 
officers of {late were in their hearts allatuached tothe 
interell of Alexander, and concerted their fehemes 
in private mectings and cabals, 


OF 


Thele contefions alarmed ITerod, though he 
would not venture to publith them immediately , 
but he had his (pies ac work, night and day, co make 
dileoveries i all places, and amonett all families , 
and death was the certain confequenee of fulpicion, 
This part of Plerod’s biftory: was one feene of 
cruelty and injuttice, very difbult made way for 
wenlumny,, dd that calumny was conllrued amor. 
talcrime, for} lerod executed the malicious defigns 
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jvet of the tour narratives, which Herod 
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that were fuggefted to him by others : no witnefs {9 
infamous, norimpofturefo grois and ridiculous, but 
it gained credit; and the punifhment immediatel , 
followed even the fuppoted offences; fo that the we. 
cufed and the acculer frequently went off together, 
as Herod contemned the formalities of law where 
the life of a prince was in danger. Nay, he was tant 
ported, by fufpicion and apprehenfion; to thatdeerce 
that he could not behold an innocent perfon with 
complacency, and his nominal and quondam friends 
beeame, as it were, the objects of his averfion, 


Antipater was the fource of Herod’s difquiet and 
turbulent proceedings. He firft fuggefted, and then 
exaggerated charges. Nay, he fo terrified the kin 
with groundlefs infinuations, thathe fancied Alex. ‘ 
ander ftood before him with a drawn {word ready to 
afflafinatehim. Uvnnder theie frantic apprehentions 
he caufed him to be taken and bound, and then pro- 
ceeded to put his adherents to the torture. Many 
of them died mute, and facrificed their lives to 
a good conicience; Others, who wanted refolution 
to bear the rorment, tramed a falfhood, charged the 
brothers with plotting againft the life of the king as 
he was upon the chace, and a defign afterwards of 
flying to Rome. Improbable as this {tory was, it 
had fuch an effect upon the credulity and fufpicion 
of the king, that he urged it in his own juitification 
for committing his fons to prifon. 








The jealoufy of Herod raging to an incurable de- 
gree, Alexander difmiffed all thoughts of vindica- 
ting:himielf by way of argument, and had recourle 


to another expedient, which was to concur with his Curc:. 


enemies in their declarations, and, by conteffing his ©" 
own guilt, involve them in the fame condemnation, ao 
To this end he drew up four narratives, acknowledg- 
ing himfelf a confederare againit the life of his fa. 
ther, with che names of divers of the conipirators, 
but particularly thofe of Pheroras and Salome, 
charging her with forcing him to a criminal inter- 
courte with her. 


Thofe narratives, which contained the fevereft 
allegations againft feveral perfons of the firft rank, 
being put inco the hands of Herod, it to happened 
that Archelaus came inco Judea at that very junc- 
ture of time, anxious for the deliverance of his 
daughter and fon-in-law from their prelent very 
alarming Gruation. Archelaus managed matters 
with fuch arc and addrefs, that he reflored Herod 
to the ufe of his reafon, and accomplifhed a mach 
defired purpofe. . When he came into his preience, 
he began to exclaim mot bitterly againtt his fon-in- 
law as a traicerous parricide ; to wifh for anoppor- | |, 
tunity of ridding his daughter from fuch an hue”, 
band with his own hands, and to lament the taint +. 
fhe had received trom inrercourle with fo flagitious 
and abandoned a charaer. He profefled the pa- 
tience of Herod to be miraculous in fparing the lite 
of acon{pirator at the hazard of his own, and his 
wonder at finding Alexander alive, He then foothed 
him, by obferving, thar his feclings would he too 
tender to inflict condign punifhment upon fo rebel 
lious a fon, and therefore requeited chat he would 
leave to him co do him right, as he would recom- 
mend to his generofity the difpofal of his daughter. 
‘Thelelpecious means, as they cauted Terod co abate 
of his rigour rowards Alexander, inflamed him the 
more apain{L Pheroras, ag he was the principal jub- - 
; eave Are 
chelaus to perule. Livery thing appearing. oppors 
tune for his pur vole, Archelaus infinuated hindelt, 
by litle and rictles into the merits of che eaule, lav- 
ing the blame upon the rin@-leaders,, and chielly 
upon Pheroras, and tinding the efeet of oneartlices 
had recourfe to another, 








| le reprefented to the kings “ that, in his opinion, 
his fon was in more danger of being undone by a 
faction, than he was of being defkroyed hy his fon: 
rhat Alexander mull be frantic to enrertain fuch a 
delittn, as he had already a fair pretence to the lue- 
cedion s that young ten were rath, ieonfidlerates 
and eaGly impoled upon by evil company and cor: 
rapt countels, chro? wane of snow led Be and experts 
ences and chat fuch wag che prevalence of thie artsy 
machinatiogs; 
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inati i incendiaries, that 

machinations, and calumnies of incendi: sf 

they were, in general, as irrefittible as deitructive.” 


Herod began now to coincide with Archelaus in 
opinion, and think more favourably of Alexander, 
and worte of Pheroras than he had done, from the 
fubftance of the four narratives. Pheroras perceiv- 
ing the king in a more tractable temper, through the 
influence of Archelaus, he left Alexander, and had 
recourfe to him ; by whom he was told plainly, that 
he could not poflibly exculpate himlelf from a 
charge jo manifeftly proved againft him, as the fun 
was not clearer than the evidence of his being in a 
con{piracy againtt the lite of his brother; and alfo 
of his contrivance of the detraction of Alexander. 
‘Toentorce his former remarks, he fubjoined, that it 
would tend more to his advantage to give up his 
evafive manner of behaviour, and frankly contels 
that part of his charge of which he was conicious 
of being guilty; that his brother had a natural ten- 
dernefs tor him, by which he might be prevailed 
upon co pardon him; and that, if he would make the 
experiment, he would do his utmoft to render it ef- 
tectual. . 

Pheroras took the hint; and having affumed the 
appearance of contrition, both indrels and counte- 
nance, caft himfelf ac Herod’s feet, made contel- 
fion, implored forgivencis, and urged, as a plea for 
his behaviour, the foolith paflion he bad for a wo- 
“man, which tranfperted him beyond the bounds of 

revon and duty. Pheroras having thus made his 
confeffion, and pleaded for his pardon, Archelaus 
availed himfelfof that circumttance to work Licrod 
intoa more complacent humour. 


Archelaus having now foftened ITerod towards 
Pheroras, to carry on his defign, treated Alexander 
with reproaches and menaces, and, in theconclution, 
threatened to take away his daughter. This feem- 
ing fiercenels of Archelaus wrought fo fenfibly upon 
Herod, that he became an advocate for his fon, and 
made his fuite co Archelaus not to annul the mar- 
riage, His anfwer was, that, out of the reverence he 
had for the rights of alliance, he was content to 
leave his daughter at Herod’s difpotal, provided 
only that he fhould not give her to Alexander. Bur 
all this was counterfeit and difguife. Herod was 
averfe to a difunion ; and obferved, that, as they had 
children, and their affection was fo evidently mu- 
tual, it would be death to part them: befides, it 
would be a perpetual barrier to the domeftic felicity 
of the family, 

This converfation was no fooner at an end, than 
Archelaus retired, and, in a very fhort time, return- 
ed, bringing with him Alexander, whom he recon- 
ciled to his tather. He approved of Herod’s refo- 
lution to go to Rome, with an account to Crefar of 
the late traniaétions, as he had written at large to 
him upon that fubjeét. Thus did Archelaus ac- 
complifh his purpofe, and deliver his fon-in-law 
from impending danger. ‘Vhe reconciliation was 
celebrated with feftivity, and mott agreeable enter- 
tainments. EYerod prefented Archelaus, on his de- 


yy Parture, with feventy talents, a throne fet with pre- 


cious flones, a train of cunuchs, and a concubine, 
called Panychis. All his great officers and friends 
Were treated, by Flerod’s expreis order, with rich 
Prefents, according to their rank; the king himfelf, 
and his nobility, conducting him on his way as far 
as Antioch. 

There came a perfon into Judza not long after 
this, a man of fuperior policy to Archelaus, one who 
not only overthrew the project of Alexander's re- 
conciliation to his father, but to ordered matters, 
that he brought Alexander himfelf to his end. Lis 
‘ame was Eurycles, a Lacedzmonian by birth, a 
man to exorbitantly luxurious and profufe, that the 
revenue of a prince would not anfwer his demands. 

¢ made Herod feveral valuable prefents, ‘which 

cing deemed allurements to conciliate his friend- 

'D, Were returned by gifts of much greater value. 
in ufed divers means to conciliate the favour of 
. arene age through captivating fpeeches, and the 
rs attery, wrought fo effectually upon his 

temper and difpofition, that whatever he faid or did 


met with his approbation. By this parafitical beha- 
0. 29. 
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viour he acquiréd great intereft at court: befides, 
being a Spartan, they had a refpect for his country 
as well as his perfon. 


When Eurycles difcovered the fa@tions and divi- 
fions that prevailed in Herod’s family, and marked 
how the king flood affeéted towards the differenc 
parties, he took up his refidence with Antipater, 
and pretending a mighty regard for Alexander, re- 
lated to him the good offices that had paffed between 
him and Archelaus. This ferved as a paflport to 
Alexander, who not only gave credit to the tale 
himielf, but pofteffed his brother Ariftobulus with 
the belief of it alfo. When Eurycles had founded 
the different parties, he affumed’ divers forms and 
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modes of proceeding, as the cafe required; his grand tis main 
bufinefs being to obtain money from Antipater, and cad and de- 


to betray Alexander. To this end he intimated to 
the former, ‘‘ that it was furprizing to him, that, as 
the eldeft fon, and next heir to the crown, he could 
fuffer himielt to be impoicd on by pretenders to his 
juft right.” ‘Po Alexander he exprefied his atto- 
nifhment, ‘‘that the ton and hufband of a great 
princets could endure to fee the fon of a private wo- 
man interpole betwixt him and the crown, efpecially 
having a patron of fuch weight and importance as 
king Archclaus.” This duplicity gained ground 
with each party, upon the credit of profeffing a 
friendfhip for Archelaus. Alexander was fo tar 
from diftruil, that he took Eurycles into clofe con- 
fidence, and dilfclofed every particular to him rela- 
tive to the affair with Antipater, oblerving chat it 
was no matter of furprize that Herod, who de- 
prived the mother of hfe, fhould deprive the fon of 
the kingdom. Eurycles exprefled, both in counte- 
nance and gefture, his horror at the inhumanity of 
fuch a practice; and by engaging Ariftobulus in che 
difcourfe, entangled him in the fame fnare. When 
this arch impoftor had derived the neceffary informa- 
tion from them both, he went to Antipater, and re- 
Jated to him the ftory, with fome additional circum- 
ftunces of his own, infinuating, that the confpiracy 
was upon the point of execution, and the king’s 
life every moment more and more in danger. An- 
tipater prefented him with a confiderable fum of 
money for this important fervice, and a recommen- 
datory word to his father over and above; in confe- 
guence of which, he offered himfelf as an evidence 
again{t the brothers. He then went to Herod, and 
thus addreffed him : 

“© Tam here come in gratitude to acknowledge all 
“your favours, and to give you your very life in 
“requital. It is now a long time that your death 
** has been refolved upon; infomuch that Alexander 
*< had a drawn fword in his hand once, with a full 
“© determination to have done the deed. And let me 
“tell you, Sire, this horrid wickednefs had been 
* compleated, if I had not put a refpite to the dif- 
“patch, by feeming to approve of the thing, and 
“* offering myfelf to join in the exploit. What! 
““fays Alexander, cannot Herod content himfelf 
“with the ufurpation of a kingdom, the death of 
my mother, and the renting the government to 
pieces, without declaring that pitiful wretch An- 
tipater his fucceflor, to the {candal of all crowned 
** heads? But it belongs to me to do juftice to the 
manes. of Hyrcanus and Mariamne: neither 
would ic be confiflent that the government fhould 
defcend from fuch a father to juch a fon without 
** blood. Nota day paffes over my head without 
“‘frefh arguments and provocations. If I drop 
** but a fyllable upon the fubjeét of honourable fa- 
“* rnilies and extraction, Herod upbraids me with it 
“Sas an affront that ftrikes at him. When I ama 
** hunting with him, if I fay nothing, Why do not 
“you talk? he cries: or if talk, Why do you not 
“hold your tongue? Nay, I cannot fo much as 
“commend him, but he fulpeéts my truth. I can 
** do nothing, in fine, to his liking; and it is only 
“* Antipater that has the good furtune to pleafe him. 
© So that (fays Alexander) if this plot fhould mift 
“* carry, I had rather be in my grave than outlive 
“the difafter. If it tucceeds, I can eafily get off to 
“my father-in-law, and thence to Cetar, who 
“© knows but little, alas! of this hiftory, or of the 
“* temper of Iferod. I fhall not now ftand tremb- 
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“¢ ling when I come to Rome, as formerly, under 
“ the awe of a fevere father, who was then pre- 
¢ fent:. nor fhall I much infift upon private injuries 
“done to myfelf, but rather turn my difcourfe to 
“ public grievances; as horrible corruptions and 
*¢ oppreffions, and the fquandering away of exorbi- 
“* tant impofitions in luxury and pleafure. I fhall 
“© fhew which way they went, and into what hands}, 
“* the miferable lavery of the cities, and the true rea- 
“< fons of it: And, to conclude, I fhall deliver fuch 
** an hiftory of the death of my grandfather Hyrca- 
“© nus, and my mother Mariamne, and make fuch a 
“¢ difcovery of the wickednefs of the prince, that no 
** man living, after thefe neceflary truths, fhal! ever 
“* deem me the murderer of my father.” 


When Eurycles had finifhed this invective againft 
Alexander, he turned the remainder of his difcourfe 
into a panegyric upon Antipater, declaring him to 
be the only fon that truly loved his father, and puta 
feafonable ftop to the propels of the defign. The 
king, ftill labouring under his former jealoufies, took, 
fire at this hint; fo that it was now the bufinets of 
Antipater to inflame his paffion, by producing new 
witneffes againft the brothers. ‘Fhe evidence was 
this: “© That Alexanderand Ariftobulus held a pri- 
vate correfpondence with Jucundus and Tyrannus, 
two officers of horle, who, for fome mifdemeanor, 
had been difmifled from their command.” 


This information fo enraged Herod, that he com- 
manded them immediately to be put to the torture. 
They denied any further knowledge of the matter, 
than that a certain letter was fent from Alexander, 
as to the governor of Alexandrion, defiring him to 
receive himfelf and his brother Ariftobulus into the 
caftle, in cafe of their father’s death ; and to furnifh 
them both with arms, and other neceffaries, if that 
event fhould happen. Alexander charged this Jet- 
ter as a forgery of Diophantes, an enterprizing 
man, and very expert at counterfeiting hands; be- 
fides which, he was the king’s fecrerary ; and it is to 
be obferved, that he fuffered death for forgery. The 
governor of the caftle was alfo tortured, but made 
no confeffion. ‘Lhe brothers were honourably ac- 
quitted; yer Hurycles, that peit of fociety, and pro- 


or 


jector of this vile accufation, was applauded by 


Herod as his friend and_preferver, and rewarded 
with fifty talents for his fervices. 

This abandoned wretch, before Archelaus could 
have any certain information of the imprifonment 
of the brothers, went to him by ftealth, and had the 
effrontery to aflure him, that he himfelf had effeed 
a reconciliation betwixt Herod and his fon Alex- 
ander. From thence ‘he went into Achaia with his 
treafurc, and {pent it in riot and luxury; till, in the 
end, he was arraigned by Ceelar, for fedition and op- 
preffive practices, and condemned to banifhment. 
This was the punthhment he fuffered for his abomi- 
nable practices. 


Ie will be very pertinent in this place, to adduce 
the character of Evaratus, of Coos, in oppofition to 
that of Eurycles, of Sparta. He was one of Alex- 
ander’s moft intimate triends, and was at Herod’s 
coure at the fame time with Kurycles. The king 
demanded of him, upon his honour, what credit he 
gave to the report of the confpiracy, and to the ac- 
cufation given out upon it. E.varatus declared upon 
oath, that he never heard the moft diftant hint of 
any iuch defign from either of the brothers. This 
teftimony, however, was of no avail to them; for 
Herod was fo open to calumny, as to be entirely pre. 
poffefled by it; nor was there any other method of 
obtaining his tavour, than by faying, doing, and 
beHeving as he did. 

In the mean time Salome exafperated Herod a- 
gainit his fons, in order to fecure herfelf. Ariftobu- 
Jus cautioned her, as a relation, to take carc of her 
words and actions ; intimating, that fhe was itill in 
danger from Herod, as fhe lay under a fecond charge 
tor the fame crime of which fhe had been accuted 
before; which was, that fhe had entered into acon- 
cractof marriage with Syllewus, the Arabian, though 
fhe knew hin to be the king’s enemy; and that fhe 
gave him, trom time to time, fecret information of 
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the king’s council. This caution proved eventual] 

the very means of the ruin of the brothers; for Sa. 
lome acquainting the king with it, he was tranf 
ported to fuch an impetuous paffion, that he com. 
manded them to be feparated, and laid in chains, 


‘In his fury he difpatched Volumnius, a general of 
his army, and Olympius, one of his chief friends, to 
Caefar, with copies of the proceedings. The em. 
peror, upon reading them, was much affected by the 
fituation of the princes, but, at the fame time very 
fearful of exerting his civil power to the prejudice 
of the natural feclings of a father over his children: 
fo that he returned Herod for afifwer, “* That he 
was maitter over himfelf, and thofe thar belonged to 
him; but that he thought it advifeable tocallana{_ 
fembly of refpeétable perfons, to enquire into the 
confpiracy, and proceed to juftice according to fub- 
ftantiated evidence.” 


They are 
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The emperor having pointed out Berycus as the 
place of meeting, Herod, in conformity to his di- 
rection, called a council there. It was compoted of 
Saturninusand Pedanius, ambaffadors; Volumnius 
the governor of the province; the friends and rela. 
tions of Herod; not omitting Salome and Pheroras, 
the principal men of Syria, Archelaus only excepe- 
ed, Herod having fulpicion of him as father-in-law 
of Alexander. “The council did not approve of 
bringing the fons into court, and from prudential 
cautes; for their -very prefence would have tended 
to excite compatlion; and if they had been heard in 
their own vindication, Alexander, with the greatett 
eafe, would have baffled all their obje€tions; fo thar 
they were rather kept under cuftody at Platane, a 
village of Sidonia. 


A councit 
held at be. 
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When the king ftood up, he began to inveigh Hera at 
Pee) 
Ty 


again{t his fons with great acrimony, and exhibit “ 
tokens of paffion as if-they had been prefent. ” 
Touching on the fubject of the confpiracy his voice 
faultered, and he feemed rather difpofed to pais it 
over, becaute he was deftitute of evidence; butwhen 
he came to fpecify expreffions, indignities, injuries, 
and inftances of difobedience refpecting himfel, he 
was abundantly vociferous, giving the affembly to 
underftand, that thofe reproaches were worle to him 
than death ; and finding every allegation pats with- 
out contradiction, he only lamented his own unhap- 
pinels in gaining a caufe fo ruinous to himlelf; 
and then called upon the court to proceed to pals 
fentence. 


Saturninus gaveit as his opinion, that the brothers 
delerved to be punifhed, but not with death, as it" 
was by no means juft in him, who had three fons 
prefent in the aflembly, to pafs fentence upon thofe 
who were abfent. The two ambaffadors were of the 
fame mind, as were others who fpoke after them. 
The firlt who voted for fentence of death was Vo- * 
Jumnius, and others followed him, as they were in- 
fluenced by their paffions or intereft ; but none from 
a principle of ill-will to the prifoners. 








Judza and Syria were in dread and fufpence for 
the iffue of this affair; though ic could hardly be 
fuppoled that Herod could be fo inexorably cruel 
as to be the murderer of his own offspring: but to 
deftitute was he of the feelings of nature, that he 
fent his fons in chains to Tyre, and thence by fee 
to Cefarea, deliberating, at the fame time, on the 
means of their execution. 


There was a certain old officer of the king’s much 
attached to the princes, and whofe fon was upon 
terms of friendfhip with Alexander. His name was 7. 
Tyro; and being greatly incenfed at the proceed- tyr. 
ings of Herod, he went up and down exclaiming, 1a 
a fit of phrenzy, “ that juitice was trampled on, 

“© and truth loft; that nothing but iniquity pre- 
“* yvailed in the world; and that there was neither 
** humanity or natural affection to be found among 
“© mankind.” He had even the refolution to go to 
the king himfelf, and remonftrate with him to this 
effect: *“* Of all men Hving, Sire, you are certainly 
“the moft inexorable, in believing the allegations 
“¢ of the moit abandoned characters to the preu- 


** judice of your beft friends. Permit me to vate 
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“our Pheroras and Salome as perfons you have 
«¢ pronounced deterving of death; yet upon their 
“ teitimony you are about to take away the lives of 
“ your fons. You do not confider that, when the 
“ right heirs are removed, they will have, in the 
“ fucceffion of Antipater, a king framed co their 
“ purpole. But let him beware of the foldiery 5 
“they will not tamely fuffer_ the maflacre to pafs 
“ unavenged, as they compaffionate the cate of the 
* unfortunate prigces; and there is not a man of 
“ honour but murmurs at fuch foul proceedings.” 
Tyro, upon this, named teveral of the nialcontents, 
who were inftantlysemoved, by order cf the king ; 
and the old officer and his fon were put into cul- 
tody. m 

: There was one Tryphon, at that time the king’s 
4 sonfor, fuborned to exhibit himielt fuddenly as a 
* witnels, and depose, “* that Tyro offered him a 
confiderable reward, in the name of Alexander, to 
difpatch the king during the operation of fhaving.” 
Upon this allegation Tyro, his fon, and the tonior, 
were ordered to be put to the queition. T'yro and 
his Jon denied the charge, and T’ryphon was wholly 
filent,; whereupon Herod commanded ‘Tyro’s tor- 
ments to be increaled, when his fon, trom filial 
piety to his father, promifed che king a difcovery 
of the whole tranfaétion, on condition of his grant- 
ing hima pardon. The old man being taken from 
the torcure, the fon declared, thac his facher had 
been initigated by Alexander to take away the life 
of the king. This was, in general, fuppofed to be 
an evafion of che Jon; yet there were thole that gave 
credittoit. JHerod, in an harangue to the public, 
foon after this, took occafion to inveigh againit 
fome officers of rank, together with Tyro, by which 
the rabble were fo exafperated, that they fell upon 
thole officers, Tyro, and ‘T'ryphon, and {toned them 
to death, Herod cauled his fons to be flrangled at 
Sebatte, and their dead bodies carried to Alexan- 
drion, and there depofited by the remains of Alex- 
ander, their mother’s uncle. This was the end of 
Alexander and Ariftobulus. 


CHAP. XVIIL.. 


Antipater confpires againft the life of bis father. Dif- 
Simulation and duplicity of Herod. The wives and 
children of Ariftobulus. The cafe of Salome and Syl- 
heus. The infolence of Antipater. Cabal of wo- 
men, Ioul practices charged upon Salome. Herod 
fends Antipater to Rome with his laft will, declaring 
him his fuccefer. A dcfign upon the life of Herod 
proved againft Sylleus. 


‘ NTIPATER had fo far wrought upon thecre- 
ie dulity and fufpicion of his father, that he en- 
tertained not a doubt of fucceeding to the throne 
of Judwa, but, through one continued fcene of 
talfhood and perfidy, he had rendered him{elf ob- 
noxious to the people. Nor was he free from appre- 
henfion that the children of the murdered brothers 
would revenge the deaths of their parents. Alex- 
ander had by Glaphyra two fons, Tigranes and A- 
lexander: Ariftobulus had by Berenice, the daugh- 
ter of Salome, Herod, Agrippa, and Ariftobulus ; 
and two daughters, Herodias and Mariamne. Gla- 
phyra was fent away with her portion into Cappa- 
docia, after the death of Alexander; and Berenice, 
the widow of Ariftobulus, was married to the uncle 
of Antipater, who promoted this marriage to cffeé&t 
“a reconciliation with Salome, and put an end to all 
diffention. Antipater plied Pheroras with compli- 
ments and pretents, and conciliated the efteem of 
Carfar’s friends, by fending vaft fums of money to 
‘ome to engage them in his intereft. Nor was he 
le's bountiful. to Saturninus, and the reft of his 
triends in Syria. But this munificence, inftead of 
conciliatinge their efteem, incurred their contempt, 
as they confidered it as arifing from a notion of 
far. Indeed, he was generally obnoxious to the 
People, notwithftanding his liberalities, as they were 
Convinced of the malevolence of his difpofition, and 
the fallacy of his conduéi. 
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Herod, having fummoned his friends and kin- 
dred, fent for the young princes, and, with tears 
of compaffion, addrefled them in words to the fol- 
lowing effect : 


**'You have here before you the children of an 
“untorcunate family. ‘heir fathers have been 
“taken trom me by a fad face, and I find myfelf 
“bound in humanity to do the bett I can for che 
“orphans, in dilcharging the part of a grandfather 
“more to my fatisfaction than I did that of a fa- 
“ther. In purfuance of this purpofe, I fhall make 
“Sit my care, in the firft place, to put thefe chil- 
“* dren in good hands, and under the charge of the 
* belt friends 1 fhall leave behind me when I am 
“gone. ‘Vo begin with you, Pheroras, I would 

‘have you marry your daughter to Alexander’s 
“eldelt fon, and fupply the place of a father and 
‘guardian. As for your part, Antipater, I would 
* have your fon co take one of the daughters of 
** Ariitobulus, under which relation you will be as 
* good as a parent to the orphan. As for my fon 
** Herod, the grandchild of Simon, the high -pricit, 
“by the mother’s fide, let him marry the other 
“ filter. ‘his is my will and defire, and no rela- 
“vive that has any regard or kindnefs for me will 
“ difpute it. Thus I would have ic; and I befeech 
“© God to protper thefe alliances to the comfort of 
“my kingdom and family, and grant in mercy 
“* that the children may be looked upon with a more 
** favourable eye than their fathers.” 

With this benedi@ion Herod concluded; and 
joining the hands of the princes, and weeping over 
them, affectionately embraced, and then dif{mifled 
them. ‘Lhis inftance of Herod’s behaviour greatly 
alarmed Antipater; nor could he conceal his fur- 
prize, as he confidered the refpeét paid to the fa- 
thers, thro? the children, as a degradation to hinwvelf. 
This he likewile imagined would be a means of 
fupplancing him, efpectally if Pheroras, the cecrarch, 
fhould join intereft with Archelaus in fivour oj the 
fons of Alexander. He alfo confidered the univer- 
fal hatred he had incurred, the compaffion of the 
people for the Fatherlefs children, and, in fine, thé 
concern the whole nation had for the living chil- 
dren, and reverence for the memory of the dead, of 
whom he was deemed litde better than the mur- 
derer. Thefe circumtlances duly weighed, Anti- 
pater had no other remedy but co diflolve the con- 
tracts ; a pointot the greatell difficuley, as Herod, 
being rather rigid and fulpicious, was not to be 
wrought upon by craft and circumvention. Ie 
therefore adopted a more frank and open manner of 
proceeding, and defired him, with all modetly and 
deference, that he would deign him the honour of 
which he thought him worthy, as without it all 
other grants were but the mere thadows of a king. 
dom withour the fubllance, as would certainly be 
the cafe, if Alexander’s fon fhould not only have 
Archelaus for his grandfather, but Pheroras alfo 
for his father-in-law. Antipater preffed Llerod, 
with vchemenc importunity, to change the difpofi- 
tion of the marriages, which might ealily be done, 
as he had fo numerous a family. 


Herod had nine wives, and children by feven of 
them. Antipater by Doris ; Herod by Mariamne, 
the daughter of the high-prieft,; Antipas and Ar- 
chelaus by Malchace, a Samarian, and a daughter, 
Olympias, whom his brother Jofeph married; Le- 
rod and Philip by Cleopatra, of Jerufalem; and 
Phafacl by Pallas. He had alfo two other daughters, 
Roxana and Salome; the one by Pha:dra, the other 
by Elpis ; and two wives that had no children; the 
one was the daughter of his brother, the other his 
coufin-german. Befidesthefe, hehad, by Mariamne, 
the two lifters of Alexander and Ariftobulus. Since 
therefore the royal family was fo numerous, Anti- 
pater requefted him to change the intended mar- 
riages. 

The king perceived by this time the difpofieion 
of Antipater towards his children, and was very 
much difturbed at it, left he fhould follow his own 
example, and difpatch the furvivors as he had done 
their predeceffors. In this humour he ame 
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‘he power him to quit his prefence; but wasfoon after prevail- || city of Petra. He likewife cortupted Tabatus, one 
of flattery ed upon, by foothing flateery, to vary his projects || of Czefar’s governors, with a fum of money, to af. 
ever the fo that he gave to Antipater himlelf the daughter of |} fift him againft Herod; but Herod, by out-bidding. 
mrad of Ariftcbulus, and married the fon to the daughter of induced him to leave Syllaus, and made him re. 
, Pheroras. This cirumftance evidently proves the ceiver of his duties. Syllceus, finding that he came 
afcendancy of Antipater over the mind of Ierod, to noaccount, gave Augultus to underttand, by way 
in effecting that in which his own fitter, aided by the of complaint, that ‘Cabatus was not Crefar’s cover. 
intereft of the emprefs Julia, had failed before. nor, but Herod’s. ‘This provocation tran{ported 
For when Salome was difpofed to marry Syllzus, Tabatus to fuch a degree, that, being as yet in great 
the Arabian, and engaged Julia to intercede in her |} credit with Herod, he went and betrayed Syllaus to 
behalf, Herod not only oppofed the match, and re- him, telling the king that he had engaged Corin. Sylle: 
jected the interceffion, but bound himfelf by oath thus, one of his guards, for a fum of money, tojoin chins 
to treat her as the greateft_enemy if fhe did not with him in a confpiracy ; advifing Withal, that he ‘its 
give up the project. Fle caufed her, againft her con- || might be forthwith taken into cuftody. Theking ti". 
ient, to be married to Alexas, a friend of his; and to complied; for this Corinthus, though he had hig Heo!” 
give one of her daughters to his fon, and the other |] education in the court, was by birth an Arabian; {o 
to the uncle of Antipater by the mother’s fide. He that Herod ordered not only him to be apprehended 
_alfo gave one of the daughters of Mariamne to An- but two Arabians who were found with fin, One 
tipater, his fifter’s fon; and the other to his bro- || of them wasa friend of Syllzus, the other the head 
_ ther’s fon, Phafael. of atribe. This laft being put to the queftion, con. 
jai : . ¢ feffed that they had prevailed with Corinthus, for a 
pag ‘When matters were thus changed, and everything {| large fum of money, to undertake the killing of the 
pater. fettled to the mind of Antipacer, and confequently king. Saturninus, the Severo? of Syria, took the 
to the manifeft exclufion of the orphans, his auda- examinations, and fent them away to Rome. 
ee Became tnEnlerap lt. ae he bry eon vinesd he 
ad incurred the hatred of the people, he founde 
his fecurity on rendering himfelf : terror to them. CHAP. XIX. 
Befides, Pheroras treated him as a prince eftablifhed ; . j : 
in his fovereignty. Pheroras is banifoed the court, and retires to his own 
heart ; . . tetrarchy. Flerod falls fick, and fends for Pheroras, 
nae New difturbances were now excited at court by a acho refufes to vifit him. Herod recovers, and Phe- 
cabal of women; for the wife, mother, and fifter Sey : : 
of Pheroras, together with the mother of Anti- roras becomes indifpofed. Herod vifitshim. Death 
ater, behaved with infolence even towards the of Pheroras. Evidence of his being poifoned at the 
ing’s daughters, with which Antipater was well inftance of Sylleus. Infolence of Antipater towards 
Pleated, as he held them in utter deteftation. The his father. Herod is inexorabie. Teftimony of the 
Salomea eft of the women ftood all in awe of the cabal, ex- i : ; 4 
fpy upon cept Salome, who informed the king of their pri- widow of Phereras. His owit confeffion at his death. 
them, vate confultations, and pointed out to him that they Proof adduced of Mariamne’s being in the. plot. 
did not tend to the promotion of his intereft. When : wie xt 
the women came to underftand that the king had Eyer continued his importunities with Phe- 
notice of thefe meetings, and took great offence at ||: roras to put away his wife. He found abundance ,, 
them, they defifted from their cabailing, and pre- caufe to hate her, but could not devife any means of gyije: 
tended, in his hearing, to be at enmity with one ano- |] bringing her to punifhment, till, ina frantic outrage, coun oi 
ther. Antipater availed himfelf of this diffimula- || he banithed both herfelf and her hufband the coure. "«* 
tion, and, in public, oppoted the meatures of Phe- {| Pheroras fubmitted to the difgrace very patiently, 
roras; but they had ‘til private entertainments and || and retired to his tetrarchy, binding himfelf, by an 
confultations in the night; though nothing efcaped || oath, never co return during the life of Herod; fo 
the knowledge of Salome, who acquainted Hered || that nothing but his death fhould put an end to his 
with every particular. banifhment. Ierod foon after fell nea CunEe tous 
This put him ina rage, efpecially againft the wife ft of eens SO ee 
of Pheroras, upon whom Salome laid the greatett {| hin before he died Bur Pheroras could not be pre- 
Foul itreis, Herod, upon this, called a council of his vailed upon to go; ‘and "Herod, on the other hand, be- 
Enaeaes friends, and, among other foul practices, complained yond all expectation, recovered. Pheroras, a little 
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againit her for iniulting his daughters, engaging 
the Pharifees in oppofition to him, and giving his 
brother a potion to render him his enemy. At length 
he turned to Pheroras, and afked him which of the 
two he would part with, his brother or his wife ? 
Pheroras replied, that he would part with life itfelf 
rather than with his beloved wife. Herod, ftruck 
with this refolute anfwer, directed his {peech to An- 
tipater, and charged him to hold no intercourte ei- 
ther with Pheroras or his wife, or any perfon be- 
longing to her. | Antipater pretended compliance 
with the king’s injunélions in public, though he 
continued to attend the noéturnal meetings. Hfow- 
ever, for fear of difcovery, he fo ordered matters with 
Jome friends he had in Italy, that letters were writ- 
ten to Licrad by all means to fend Antipater to 
Rome, to pay his court to Cjar. Upon this invi- 
tation klerod immediately provided him a {plendid 
equipage, furnifhed him with money, and difpatch- 
ed himdor Rone, with his laft will and teftament, 
whercvin he declared Antipater his fucceffor; and af- 
ter Antipater, Herod, whom he had by Mariamne, 
the daughter of the ligh-prieft. 


Syllwus, the Arabian, went allo at this rime to 
Rome, without any regard cto Cafir’s injunctions, 
to difpute the fame cauie again with Antipater, that 
he had formerly defended againtt Nicolaus. It was 
a controverly of great moment chat he had with Are- 
tas, his own king, having put feveral of his friends 
to death, and, among the reft, Sohemus, the molt 
eminent person for wealth and power in the whole 
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after this, became indifpofed himfelf, and the king, 

his brother, upon that occafion, difplayed fome de- 
gree of humanity, for he not only made him a vifit, 

but gave him fingular proofs of fraternal affection, 
The difeafe, however, carried him offina fhort time. Mister 
Though Herod had evinced this kindnefs for his 
brother in his expiring moments, a rumour went 
forth that he had cauied him to be deftroyed by 
poifon, The body, however, was conveyed to 
Jerufalem, where public mourning, and 2 moft 
pompous funeral, were appointed. This was Be 

end of one of the murderers of Alexander an 


Ariftobulus. 


But the punifhment w 
author Antipater, and too 





as foon transferred to the 
k its rife from the death of (ris © 
Pheroras ; for certain of his freemen, 1n the agony Phere? 
of their paffion for jo irreparable a lofs, went po} } 
to the king, and told him, ‘* that his brother ie 
been dettroyed by poifon; that his wife had brought 
him fomething prepared after an unufual nn 
that, upon eating it, he fell into his diftempers fe na 
the mother and fitter of Antipater, two days bee 
brought a woman out of Arabia, that was SS . 
in drugs, in order to prepare a love potion 10! . 
roras ; that, inftead thereof, fhe had Bien a 
deadly poifon; and that this was done at ait 
9 <3 of Sylleus, who was well acquainted W 


tins woman.” . 
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feveral perfons, bond and free, to the ape on A 
female fervane exclaimed, in the agony of her or 
ture, “ May the Almighty, ruler of heaven and. 
* earth, avenge himfelt and us upon the mother of 
“ Ancipater, for all the miferies we fuffer ior her 
“jake ?? The king availed himlelf of this contet- 
fon, and proceeded to further enquiry into the cruth 
of the matcer. Another woman laid open the whole 
circumftance of the familiarity betwixc the mother 
of Antipater and Pheroras and his women; the 
clendeftine meetings; that Pherorasand Antipater, 
when they came from court, regaled together all 
night, nor would admit.a fervant into the cham- 
ber. It was one of the free-women thar, gave this 
evidence. 
When the witneffes came to be examined apart, 
there was fuch an agreement in their informations, 
“that the cruth of the charge was no longer to be 
doubted. Itwas occurred to Herod, that Antipater’s 
withdrawing to Rome, and Pheroras’s procuring his 
own baniihment, were only contrivances to get out 
of the way: for they had often been heard to fay, 
“ that, after the caking off Alexander and Arifto- 
bulus, they mult prepare for their turns; fince, from 
the excerable murder of his own wife and children, 
they had no ground to expel to fare betters; and the 
only fence against fuch a montter of barbarity was 
to be out of his reach.” 

Thewomen depoted further, that Antipater would 
often compliin to his mother, ** thac he had already 
“Corey hairs on his head; that his fether giew 
“ younger every days that perhaps he might dic be- 
“ fore he came to govern; that, mn cafeof the death 
“of Lierod, the enjoyment of the fucceffion would 
“be bue tranfitory, as thofe heads of Flydra, the 
“ fons of Alexander and Ariflobulus, were fhooting 
“ups; that he was deprived, by his father, of che 
* hope of being fucceeded by his children, as He- 
“vod, the fon of Mariamne, was appointed to fuc- 
“cecd him; that, in this point, Herod was plainly 
“ diftracted, to think chat his teftament fhould take 
“olace therein, as he would take care that none of 
“his poilerity fhould remain, being, of all parents, 
“molt averfe to his children, and more fo, if pof- 
“fibie, to his brether, as appeared from his giving 
“him an hundred talents to hold no intercourfe with 
“ Picroras; that, however, though they could ex- 
i, best nothing but inhumanity and barbarity from 
2 juch a moniter, if they had but the hearts and 
. hands of men, they might afferc their rights and 

Nbertics another way.” 


To this confefMfion it was added, that Pheroras 
had fome thoughts of flying with them to Petra. 
Phe dilttovery was clear upon the whole; but the 
moll corroborating circumitance to FIcrod was that 
G: the hundred talents, tor he had only mentioned 
that particular to Antipater. He firft vented his 
rage againtt Doris, his mother; took from her all her 
Jewels and trinkets, which he had purchafed for her 
ican immenie charge, and then ejected her from the 
After this he caufed the women of Phe- 
roras to be tortured to death; though he trembled 
all the while, and was diftraéted between fears and 
Jeatoufies: nay, he was fo rigid in infli€ting punith- 
ments, that he put the innocent to the torture 
ae diftinction, left any of the guilty fhould 
elcape. 


Phe next that paffed examination was Antipater, 
the Samarian, and iteward to Antipater, the king’s 
fon. Ttappeared, upon putting him to the torture, 
that Antipater fent for poifon into Egypt, by Anti- 
philus, his friend, witha defign upon the king’s life, 
Which he received from Theudim, the uncle of An- 
Upater, and, upon his order, delivered it to Pheroras, 
Who had taken upon him to execute the defign while 
he was at Rome, and, from diftance of fituation, 


freed from fufpicion ;’ and that he committed the 


care of the poifon to his wife. 


ad Herod fent for the widow of Pheroras, and com- 


ae her, without delay, to fhew himthe fecret fhe 
(Ad Teceived. She went out, ona pretence to fetch 


it, mg hee headlong from the top of the 
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houfe, to preven both the torture and the dilcovery. 
But Divine Providence would not fuffer Antipater 
to efcape thus, for her fall was not mortal. She was 
taken up, and carried to the king, who, as foon as 
fhe recovered berfelt, demanded of her to tell him 
the caufe of fo defperate an aét, affuring her, upon 
his oath, that if fhe fpoke the truth, fhe fhould have 
no farther punifhment; but if fhe deviated from 
that, the fhould die upon the rack, without being 
allowed the rites of a funeral. 


By this time fhe recovered her fenfes, and thus 
rapturoufly exprefied hertelf: 


** Am I to keep fecrets now Pheroras is dead and 
gone, in favour of Antipater, that has been the 
deflruction of us all? Great prince! Give me the 
hearing, and I call that God, who cannot be de- 
ceived, to bear witnefs ro the truth of what I fay. 
When you were upon a vilit co Pheroras in his 
ficknels, and weepingover him, my hudband called 
me to him. Sce, my dear wife, fays he, how 
much FT have been miftaken in my opinion of 
my brother’s kindne{s to me; for, in plain terms, 
T hated him, and meditated the death of this 
man, that fhewed fo generous a pity for me in 
my dillreis, (though yet among the living ;) but 
Phave the jutt reward of my iniquity. Fetch me 
immediately the remainder of the poifon that An- 
tipater gave you to keep, and burn it before my 
“face; cHe f thall carry the vengeance of a trou- 
© bled contcience into the other world. I brought 
“Steas Twas bid, and threw the greater parc of the 
** poifon into the fire before his eyes: the reft I re- 
*“ferved for a time of need.” 
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With thefe words fhe produced a box, containing 
a hiede of the poifon. “Lhe brother and mother of 
Antiphilus were then put to the queflion, and their 
information was, that Antiphilus brought that box 
outof eypt, and that he received the poifon from 
a brother of his at Alexandrion, that praétiled 
phylic. It was now evident that Mariamne, the 
daughter of the high-prieft, was concerned in the 
plot, as appeared from her brothers upon the quef- 
tion. But Herod punithed the mother in the fon, 
for he {truck her fon Herod out of his will, in which 
he had formerly declared him his fucceffor. 


CHAP. XX. 


Antipater convidled by Bathyllus. Perfidy and villainy 
of Antipater. Le is ordered to prepare for his trial. 
The court mects, and witneffes are produced. A 
plaufible difcourfe of Herod to Varus. Nicolaus en- 
ters upon the proofs. Antipater’s defence. Nicolaus 
very fevere upon him. The evidences of the poifon 
produced in order. Autipater in a plot with Acme 
againft Salome. A refolution taken to put Antipater 
to death , but the indifpofition of Herod prevents the 
execution. Ilerod erafes Antipater from bis will, 
appoints Antipas to the fucceffion, and fettles bis 
legacies. 


HE laft and convictive evidence was Bathy]- 
lus, one of Antipater’s freemen, who was juit 
returned from Rome, and brought with him the 
poifon of an afp, and other ferpents, for Pheroras 
and his wife to compleat the work, if other attempts 
fhould fail. Fie brought alfo, as an addition to An- 
tipater’s devices again{t his father, feveral letters, 
which he had written to the prejudice of his brothers 
Archelaus and Philip, though they were princes of 
moitt gencrous difpofitions. 


Archelaus and Philip were at that time at Rome 
purtuing their ftudies. They were youths of promi-_ 
fing genius, and confequently fuch objeéts of envy 
to Autipater, that he entertained no hopes of gain- 
ing his point, unlefs he could get them removed. 
‘Lo this end he forged letters againft them, in the 
names of feveral of his friends ar Rome. Some of 
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them infinuated the irreverent manner in which 
they had created their father, openly bewailing the 
deaths of Alexander and Ariftobulus, and difcover- 
ing much reluctance at their being recalled, a cir- 
cumftance that gave Antipater more difquiet than 
all the reft. Antipater, indeed, was in a practice of 
forgery and fecret intelligence even before he le: 
Judza, and procured letters trom Rome to Herod 
upon the fame fubjeét, while he himlelf, to evade 
fufpicion, applied himielf to his father as a kind of 
advocate for his brothers, alledging that fome of 
the charges contained in the letters were falfe, and 
others only the effeéts of youthful folly, The in- 
telligence he obtained to circumvent his brothers 
was attended with great expence; to compenfate 
which, he purchafed a variety of rich apparel, fur- 
niture, gold and filver plate, and feveral other cu- 

; riofities of great value, tothe amount of two hun- 
dred talents, which he placed to the account of the 
fuit they had with Syllus, to difguife the fuborna- 
tions. 


But, notwithftanding thefe artful practices, the 
whole country rang with the parricide, and all wit- 
nefles and letters concurred to prove repeated de- 
figns upon the lives of the brothers; yet not one 
that came to Rome took any notice of the prefent 
{tate of Herod?’s family, though feven months had 
intervened between his conviction and his return. 
Indeed, he was an object of univerfal deteftation; fo 
that their filence might arife froma defire of feeing 
juitice executed upon fo many horrid murders. He 
then wrote from Rome, informing Herod that he 
was upon the return, after having been moft ho- 
nourably difmiffed by Czelar. 


The king, being deGrous of fecuring this plotter, 
in order to divert him from any precaution, diffem- 
bled his anger in his epiftle to him, and, in a familiar 
ityle, defired him to be with him as foon as pof- 
fible; upon which condition he would lay afide the 
complaints he had againft his mother; for Antipa- 
ter knew fhe had been ejected from_the palace. 
‘The firft news he had of the death of Pheroras was 
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by a letter he received at Tarentum, which very © 


much affected him. Some looked upon his lamen- 
tation as the refult of the feelings of nature; but 
others, with much greater reafon, imputed it not to 
his tendernefs for Pheroras, but his concern for the 
lofs of fo neceffary an inftrument for the execution 
Profe of his plot. He was alfo under fome apprehenfion 
rofecutes = . r . oe 
his journey OF being detected. However, upon his receiving the 
fromRome. king’s letter when he came into Cilicia, he purlued 
his journey with all expedition. At his coming to 
Celendris, he had a kind of foreboding of his mo- 
ther’s {tate and_condition. The moft cautious of 
are divided his friends advifed him not to go rafhly to his father, 
concerning till he had learned the caufe of his mother’s eject- 
its ment, left he fhould be involved in the calumnies 
that had been caft upon her. But thofe who were 
Jefs confiderate, and preferred the fight of their 
native country to his intereit, perfuaded him to 
haften his return, le(t delay fhould raife fufpicion, 
and fuggeft matter for his enemies to work upon. 
For if any thing fhould be moved again{ft him, he 
could not clear himtelf in his abfence ; but if pre- 
dent, they would be more circumfpect in their pro- 
ceedings. They added, it would be abfurd to de- 
prive himfelf of a kingdom from uncertain fufpi- 
cion: fo chat, from thete fpecious reprefentations, 
Antipater feems to have been actuated by the fata- 
lity of an impulte to profecute his voyage to Sebatte, 
a port ot Celarea. 
Tivos _Gpon his arrival, to his great furprize, he found 
to Shute, bimiclfunivertally thunned. ile was, indeed, as much 
detefted there as upon his former vifit, but the people 
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cdvth were not fo much at liberty to thew their averfion. 

tempt. SOME were fearful of incurring the dilpleafure of 
the king; for the country was filled with rumours 
concerning Antipater, and himfelf was the only per- 
fon that was ignorant of them. Never was man dif- 
miffed more magnificently when he fet out upon his 
voyage to Rome, or treated with more ignominy 

Has re- and contempt upon his return, than was Antipater. 

cnteuife on y He fulpected the broils that prevailed in Herod’s fa- 


duplicity. Muly, bue concealed his apprehenfions as much as 


. tial hearing, without prejudging his caule;-as, in 
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poffible, and affumed a_chearful countenance to 
veil a perplexed mind. here was no poflibility of 
efcaping, nor had he any view of extricating hin 
felf_ from the difficulties with which he was encom. 
paffed. Nor could he obtain any certain intelli. 
gence of the affairs of the royal family from the 
mienaces the king had iffued ; fo that he had fome 
intervals of hope, either that things were not dif. 
covered, or that, in cafe of extremity, he miehr 
bring himfelf off by confidence and impofture 
the only means upon which he relied. , 


Encouraged by thefe hopes, he advanced to the 
palace without his train; tor-they had been con. 
temptuoufly repulfed at the firft gate. Ic {o hap- 
pened thar Varus, the governor of Syria, was then 
prefent. Antipater, at his entrance, with his ufual i 
effrontery, approached his father with a dutiful fa- i 
lutation; but Herod rejected his embraces, exclaim. s. 
ing againft his prefumption as a parricide, and de- 
nouncing a curie upon him, till he had cleared him- 
felf of the crimes alledged to his charge. He allo 
affured him he fhould be judged by Varus, who 
would pafs fentence according to his demerit; and 
then ordered him to depart, and prepare tor his de- 
fence the next day, that being al} the time allowed 
him. Antipater was fo confounded, thar, without 
reply, he took his departure. He was afterwards 
vifited by his wife and mother, who informed him 
of the évidence they had procured to jubftantiate the anos: 
charge, which induced him to refleé on the mott perv 
effectual means of defence. Metis: 

















Upon the following day Herod fummoned a 
court compofed of his kindred and friends; ordered 
the friends of Antipater to attend allo; and, toge- 
ther with Varus, afcended the bench. Tle caufed all 
the witneiles to be brought in, among whom were 
certain domcftic fervants of Doris, who had brought 
letters fromthe mother tothe fon, purporting, “ that, 
fince every thing had been difcovered by Herod, he 
fhould be cautious of coming near him, unlefs he 
could prevail upon Ceefar to afford him his protec- 
tion.” When the witneffes were introduced, Anti- 
pater entered the court, and throwing himfelf at ayer 
his father’s feet, fupplicated the grant of an impar- hte: 
that cafe, he entertained not a doubt of demonftra- 
ting his innocence. 


Herod vehemently enjoined him to hold his peace, 
and then thus addreffed himfelf to Varus. 


“I do certainly know that you, Varus, or any tteri 
“¢ other unbiafled judge, will be fully fatisfed that ¢« 
“¢ Antipater deferves todie: but I am afraid, inthe ™ 
‘* mean time, of the opinion you may conceive of 
“my invidious fortune, as if this calamity ha 
“juiltly befallen me for being the father of fuch 
** children. I have fome right, however, to your hu- 

‘© manity and compaffion, for having been fo in- 
“ dulgent a father to fuch profligate wretches. As 
“¢ for the young princes that are gone, IJ defigned 
“them for the government, and trained them up 
* ar Rome, in the court and favour of Cetar, the 
“ better to prepare them for the exercife of roya 
“¢ dignity: and none, at laft, were fo great enemics 
“* to my peace and fafety, as thofe that I had raife 
“© even to be the envy of princes. Antipater made 
“his profit of their ruin; for he found his account 
“in it, as a fecurity to himfelf in the fucceflion. 
‘© What is now the requital this monfter defigns me 
“< for all thefe tokens of favour, but the entering 
“into a practice againft my life? I was likely c 
“ live too long,. he thought: nay, I had lived A 
** long already; that was his grievance. T he cry 
“ alone would not content him, it feems, unlefs pe 
*¢ made his way to it through the blood of a . 
“ther. And in this truly he feemed to have ee 
** colour of reafon, for my bringing him Pare 
** court out of a private condition, to theexclufion 
“ of the fons I had by the queen, in declaring 4! 
“* my fuccefior. 


; ; ft 
“ To confefs myfelf to you, Varus, I am ae 


. ) se 
“¢ vinced of my error. I did not do well to Pree ite 


** my fons, by cutting off the fucceffion, to ee huts 
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“jury, in favour of Antipater: for what did I ever 
“ Uo tor them comparable to what I did for him! 
“ He had a very great part of the adminiftration 
“ferded upon him during the continuance of my 
“ Hite, and the fucceffion atter my death; and, befide 
other gvatilications, a feparate revenue of fity 
talents, and his expences every where upon my 
charge: three hundred calents upon his voyage to 
* Rome: and himlelf the only perfon of my: whole 
“ family that | recommended to Cazfar as my pre- 
‘forver. “Lake them altogether, they had not half 
“the wickednels in them of Antipater: the proofs 
© geaingt them were infinitely fhort of what I have 
“ sont him, and yet this daring wretch has the 
“ee co plead innocent, and does not detpair, | 
“ perceive, of bailing the crach by impofture. Va- 
“rus, look toyourlelr; for he will cel! his tale well : 
“ bucl know the montter through all his dilfguifes, 


es 
a“ 


ec 


“This is the man that was fo earneft with me, in 
“tine palt, to have a care of Alexander, and how 
‘Texpoled my perfon. How often would he come 
into my bed-chamber, and fearch about, for fear 
“of treachery! “his man was my Suardian, and 
‘omy fecuritv, while I dept, my comforter in my 
“mourning, for the dead brothers ; and one that 
would undertake For the duty of thofe that were 
“living: my champion, in fine, and my guard, 
When [ call co mind, and confider the addres 
“and hypecrily of this man, how artfully he laid 
“ his fnares, and covered his defigns, bcan hardly 
“think myiclf alive at this day, or how it was 
“ poflible for me to efcape the danger. But fince 
“my face willed ic fo, and that my g@reatett ene- 
“mies are to be thaic of my own family, and thote 
“T have been the kindeft to, 1 fhall only deplore 
“the hardthip of my taevicable delliny, and keep 
“my forrows to mylelf; bur with this relolution, 
that not one man comes off that thall be found 
“ouiley of thirtling after my blood, though the 
“whole houle fhould fall in the condemnation.” 


. 


6 
- 


Herod, being then interrupted by the confufion 
of hismind, directed Nicolaus, one of his countel, 
to produce the evidence againft Antipater, who 
being proftrate before the king, railed his head, 
and, in an exclamatory tone, thus proceeded : 


“You have had the goodnefs, Sire, to plead my 
“cane: for how can [bea parricide, and yet re- 
‘corded by yourtelf for your prelerver 2? If my 
“piety be only impofture and pretence, as you are 
‘pleated co fay itis, how came I to be fo crafty in 
“one cale, and fo ignorant in another, as not to 
| uaderilind, thar, though men may beimpoted up- 
“on, yet the all-fearchingand all-{ecing eye of God, 
“that knows our hearts, will not fufler fo ercat a 
« Wickedneds to pals unpunifhed ? God’s vengeance 
_ overtook my brothers becaufe of their undutiful- 
« Nels to you. Bue what tempracion had T now to 
cc Dractile upon your life? “Lhe hope ofa kingdom ? 
. Why, T did reign in fact already. | Was it that ] 
: thought you hated me? ‘That was impoffible, af. 
_, fet fomany demon {trations to the contrary. Was 

Talraid of you? When, quite on the other hand, 
“others flood in awe of me, in confideration of the 
( eeal Thad for your fatety. Or was it thac I want. 
ied any thing ? So far from it, thatall my profu- 
B6 fons were fupplied out of your trealure, So that 
(, Seruunly Tomuft be the worlt even of men and 
(Ot brutes, to be wanting in good offices towards 
a '© Kind a father, being a perfon that you your- 
“ Hy as vou lay, received into your favour, pre- 
: ferred before ‘fo many of your other fons, and 
Whom you declared king while you yourtelf were 
Yet living, belide other benefits in proportion, 

to make me the envy of other men, 


ao. Wreteh that Tam! that this fatal journey 
a lhould afford fo much time and_mateer for envy 
ean Neachery to work upon. But ic was, Sire, 
Or the fervice of yourfelf, and of your affairs, 
2 that Toundertook this voyage, and to keep Syl- 
_BeUs from Putting affronts upon your old age, 
Rome is withels to my loyalty; and fo is the 

rakee of Rome, and of the world, Castar him. 
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“felf, that has fo often celebrated me for my re- 
“ verence tomy father. Be pleafed, I beteech you, 
* to receive thele letters, thac have more truth in 
“them than all che forgeries that have been trump- 
“ed up againit me: thefe letters are my jultifica- 
“tion, and the infallible arguments of a fincere 
“affection for you. You may remember, Sire, how 
“unwillingly { cook that journey, to lay mylelf at 
“the merey of all the enemies 1 ie behind me. It 
“was your command, Sire, that ruined me, how 
“unwillingly foever, in forcing me to give my ad- 
“ verfaries time for concerting their malice againft 
me. 

“TfT had been a parricide, divine juftice, eicher 
“by fea or land, would have found me our. Bue 
““T fhall not lay the ftrefs of my innocence upon 
“that argument, for 1 know very well that you 
“have condemned me in your heart already. AH 
“that T beg, even in this flate, is only that I may 
“not fuffer upon the credit of proots extorted by 
“torment; but let me rather be puc to the tell, et- 
“ther of fire, fcrews, or what other inftruments 
“of cruelty you fhall think fit, without any mercy 
“to a milerable careale. Mor if Lam a parricide, 
“Sho pain can be too much for me.” 


Thefe words were attended with fuch energy and 
pathos as to excite the commileration of the whole 
court, and of Varus in particular. Itcrod alone 
remained unaffected, from a contcioutneis of the 
clearnets of the evidence, and the confummate hy- 
pocrify and fallacy of Antipater. 

Nicolaus then, at the king’s command, having: 
premiled many intlances of the crate of the culpa ity 
and thereby obviated the cAcels of the commifera- 
tien he had excited in the minds of the auditors, 
exhibited a long catalogue of charges againtt him; 
alcribing to him all che mifchiefs of the kingdom, 
and cfpecially the murders of his brethren, whom 
he demonitrated to have perifhed by the calumnies 
he railed againft them. He obferved, that he had 
laid plots againit the furvivors as ftanding in the 
way of his preferment; and commented on che foll 
of tuppofing that he, who prepared poiion for his 
father, would {pare the lives of his brethren. He 
then proceeded to conviét him of the attempt to 
poilon Herod, recapitulated the feveral difcoveries 
that had been made, produced the evidences, and 
reprelented Antipater as principally acceffary to the 
cermne of Pheroras, the corruption of the court, and, 
indeed, all che calamities that‘had lately befallen the 
kingdom : nor did he conclude without expatiating 
largely on the feveral accufations. 

Varus then called upon Antipater to produce what 
he had to offer to clear himfelf from the acculations 
laid againft him, After fome paule he briefly faid, 
** God is my witnefs that I am entirely innocent.” 
Varus then called for the poifon, and cauted it to 
be adminiftered to a condemned malefaétor, who, 
having drank it, inflantly expired. Ide then, after 
fome private difcourle with Herod, tranfinitted the 
proceedings of the court to Casfar, and the next diay 
cook his departure. The king commanded Anti- 
pater to be bound, and fent che emperor an account 
of his proceedings. 

Fle was charged after this with a treacherous de- 
fign upon Salome, for a servant of Antiphitus 
brought letters from Rome, froma female attendant 
of the emprefs Julia, whole name was Acme, By 
her # meflage was fent to the king, chat fhe had 
found aletter, written by Salome, amongtt Julia's 
papers, and tent ic him privately from a motive of 
good-will, “Phis letter contined the bitterett invec- 
tives againgt the king. “Whey were forged by Anti- 
pater, who had bribed Acme, and cinployed her as 
an inttruamentte convey them to Herod. "“Mhis wag 
rendered evident from Acme’s letter to Antipater, 
which ran thos: EP have written to your father 
‘according to your direélion, and difpatched the 
“derter, Loam perfiaded the kings will noc {pare 
‘Chis fifler after readings it, T have executed the 
6 bulineis; do you look to the performance of your 
* promile.” 

f Upon 
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. Upon the deteétion of this plot againft the life of || forty of the moft active, and breught them be% 

. : ~ > P. <.0re 

Salome, Herod was greatly alarmed, to reflect how the king, who demanded of them if they had bee 

narrowly his fifler had efcaped the traicor’s fnare ; fo infolene as to demolih the golden eagle? When 

nor cosid he avoid fufpecting thar Alexander was they replied in the affirmative, and he interree ier 
ee taken off by a fimilar impofture. He therefore || at whofe command they had done it? they rejoined, 
ficknefspre- formed a peremptory refolution of bringing him to at the command of the laws of their country: and 
ventsthe  juttice for all his crimes, domeftic and national, but when he further afked them-how. they could be {fo 
execution of was diverted from the execution of it by a levere |) chearful, as they mult fhortly die? they returned 
jadice upon dittemper. He tranfmitted, however, a detail to for anfwer, becaule they were affured of a better 

‘ Ceaefar of Achme’s parc in the intrigue, and the || life after deat ; 

Excludes treacherous practices againit Salome. Fle fenc alfo 
himfrom for his teftament, altered it, appointed Antipas to 


This incenfed the king to fuch a degree, that, 


: <a . 2 . eeming i : “A ieale ga wiaangasacdis 

she lucsele the fucceffion in lieu of Antipater, but omitted Ar- eminely snepiicl tl OF ie ale ue, a reproached 
: chelaus and Philip, through former fuggeftions of || tempted sae ia a eee 2 baying ut 

Herod’s lat char execrable milcreant. He bequeathed to Caefar, FE ¢ s government under colour 


willand te Lefdesother prefents, a thoufand talents; and to the of law, and declared, as they had behaved them- 
tament, , gett 5 felves hke abandoned wretches, as fuch they fheuutd 
emprefs, her children, friends, and freemen, about {| yderso an exemplar Shack uc “1 ey theakd 

five hundred more, with lands and confiderable }} 3.6n thi et ee Pp as cha shea _ the peje, 
bounties toothers. He alfo teftified his regard for reo ie nS ede ened ae he fe yey might be 

his fitler Salome by many valuable bequelts. This ar extended, preferred their requeit to the king, 


: : that he would content himfelf with juftice upon th 
as th . ‘ and teftament. : oH 1} pon the 
was the purport of his laft will and teftamen ringleaders and the prifoners, and fhew mercy tothe 


ae Bee was at Jength prevailed upon, and cr- 
5 ered thofe that came down by the ropes, and the 
CHAP. XXI. two heads of the faction, to be burnt alive; and 
thofe thac were taken together, to be delivered up to 


Ilevod lapfes into bodily and mental calamities. Al tit- che proper oficers: in crder i be put taduach, 


mult raifed concerning the golden eagle, which ts de- ee 
firoyed by the multitude. The guards overcome the se th time Oe bing «OU vemney e ized alee as 

; epee whole frame, and produced various fymptoms, fuch 
cabble. ringleaders are pit to death. Tlered ; ears : rian ' 
rabble. The ringleaders are pitt lo avat L i asan intermitting fever, an intolerable itching, drop. : 
labours under a complication of diforders. Attempts |) fica) rumours about his feet, an inflamation in the & 
violence on himpelf. Inftance of his cruelty in the ini:- abdomen, a putrefaclion thar cauied worms, con.” 

' . , ie 303 SEY : a Sepgeei. et atitle ae cease 
qnediate view of death. Autipater difpatched by the hee the nervy ce a a vullions co 
: : : as the opinion of thofe who pretended to di- 

a 2 - la yeaa , red ee 9g, . : t ot . i 
king’s guards. Archelaus declat ed Jucceffor iftead vination, thac thefe calamities were inflicted upcn 
of cintipas, Death of Herod. Salome and Alexas \\ him as a judgment for his rigorous procceding tw. 
prevent the execution of bis cruel order. Archelaus wards the rabbies. But, notwithtlanding the coni- 

: : : . . Bahasa oh ta esate se ‘ Sra a 
accedes to the throne omidft the acclamations of the plication of his dileales, and the torments unier 
panty, “tbe Paneral eleniey which he laboured, he was {till fo defirous of life, 
people. The funeral folemnity. thac, in this very extremicy, he fought for new reme- 
Hernd's k ¥LEROD’s diftemper became more and more fe- dies, and cherifhed tome hopes of his recovery. le 


steric vere, through the bodily decay of advanced croficd the Jordan, and tried the warm baths oi 
incredles, 





ears, and the effects of adifordered mind. Dis ca- Callirrhoe, which run into the lake Aiphaltites, a 

amities were not a little aggravated by the con- water not only medicinal, bur grarcful to the talte. 
fideration of Antipater’s being itill alive, whom Here the phy ficians advifed him ro bathe his whole 

he determined to bring to condign punishment inthe |] body inwarm oil; but upon his being Jet down into 

mott public manner, as foon as the {tate of his health the veiitl, his eyes and fentes failed him together. 

would permit. This lait fit was fo alarming, that his attendants 

3s exclaimed with horror, and he revived a little at the 

Judasend —-"Thefe calamities were followed by a popular fe- || ourcry. But at length, when he found there was no 


Mauss, dition, which was headed by Judas, the fon of Se- 
ton on oc. Phoreus, and Matthias, the fon of Margalus, two 
eafionof — fophifts, famous for their {kill in the laws, and con- 


thesellen feguently highly revered by the people. They had 


hope, he ordered the soldiers Aity drachma amin, 
and left money to a great amount, to be divided 
amongtt his governors and friends. 





ei many dilciples, and were attended at their expo- When he came back to Jericho, and found his * 
fitions by numerous audiences. When, thefe rab- || cafe defperate, he feemed to ict death at defiance, by} 
bies were informed of the king’s Janguifhing con- a refolution the moft dreadful that ever entered the «. - 
dition, they intimated to their friends, that the pre- heartof man. Hie fentan order throughout Juda 
fent would be a convenient opportunity for vindi- for feizing all the nobility, and fhucting them up in 


cating the honour of God, in the demolition of all || the circus, called alfo the hippodrome, or hore. 
works erected in oppotition to his facred laws: and || courfe. He then called for Salome, his fitter, and 
oblerved further, thac the fecting up of images in || Alexas, her hufband, and gave them this charge: 
the temple, or the likeneis of any living creature, ** I know that the Jews will celebrate my death by 
was abfolutely forbidden. Itwasevident thatthey |] ‘a feftival; but I fhall rake care not to want 
alluded to the golden eagle, which 1 ferod had caufed * mourners, or the fplendid pomp of funeral 10- 
to be fixed over che great gate of the temple. The || “ lemnities, provided you will but follow my ¢ 
multitude therefore came to a refelution to pull ie |] “ reétions. Be it your care then, the moment Tex- 
down, as the moft glorious hazard they could run }} “ pire, to fend foldiers to encompals the circus, aiK 
in fupport of the laws of their country, evenifthey {| ‘ flay all thofe who are there in cuftoedy. ‘This wi! 
fhould die in the attempt. It was reprefented to || “ be an infallible means of making the whole pro- 
them, that, fhould they do this, it would be follow- || ‘ vince of Judzea, and every particular family 
ed with everlafting happincts and immortal honour; |] ‘ true mourners for my death.” 


while the mean {pirited, and chole who were regard- . WAG han his 
lels of a future ftate, would preter death in “their Herod had ot scones fees ele piers from { 
beds by 2 difeate, chan to fall a jacrifice to religion deputies brought him letters of into Crefar’s com- 
and virtue 2 Rome, that Acme was put to death at Cielar s ¢ 





° > = 
mand, andthat Antipater was under fentence of con: 


‘thesekes While this popular enthufiafm was fpreading, a || demnation; but ic was added, that, if Herod chot 





Navel, “report prevailed char the king was at che point of |} ro mitigate the punifhment, and banifh him, he a 
death, which emboldening the multitude, they |} the emperor’s permiffion. This complacent melhin 
mounted the temple at noon-day, and letting them- procured him fome little relief 5 but foon relaplings 
felves down with ropes and axes, demolifhed the || as he was at that time afflicted with a pees - 
golden eagle in the prelence of a numerous congre- cough, he had fume thought of laying violent ian we 
gation of ipectaters. “he commanding officer of || on himfelf, and, to that end, called for an apple *: 


the guards no looner had notice of thisoutrage, than || aknife, as if he had been about to cut and Fon, 
he tell in among them with a party, feized about |} Having looked around him with an eye of ON. 
1 : : i 
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he ralfed his hand with the point towards his breaft, 
which being perceived by his nephew Achiab, he 
wretled the Knife out of his hand, and prevented 
the feemingly incended milchier. 


Upon this a rumour was {pread that the king was 


5) 





ed with his keepers, fora tum of money, to releale 
him: but the principal officer not only rejected his 
requeft, bur gave initant notice of it torthe king, 
who, upon hearing it, burft out into a vehement 
exclamation, and ordeted his guards immediately to 
diipatch him, and tee his body depofited in the cattle 
of Hyrcanion. He then altcred his teftament once 
more, declared Archelaus, his eldett fon, fucceffor, 
and con{ticuted ¢Antipas a tetrarch. 


Herod died five days after his fon, having reigned 
Re. thirty-four years from the death of Antigonus, and 


fi thirty -feven fince he was declared king by the Ro- 
ee mans. He was fortunate in every other refpect but 
i. that of his family ; being advanced to the throne 
be from a private itation, which he maintained a feries 


; of years, and was at length fucceeded by one of his 
: fons. 

Before the foldiers knew of the king’s death, Sa- 
lome and her hufband went to the circus, and dif- 
milled thofe who were confined there, in order to be 
flain by the king’s command. ‘They did this upon 
a pretence that Herod had changed his mind; but 
as {oon as they were releated, proclamation was made 
t, of the king’s death. The foldiery and populace be- 
° ing affembled at the amphitheatre of Jericho, Pto- 





dead, of which Antipateravaiing himielf, tamper- . 
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lemy, the keeper of the royal fignet, made a fpcech 

in honour of the deceaied, whom he mentioned as a 
fortunate prince, condoling with them, at the fame 

time, for fo tenfible alofs. He chen read the epiitle 

which had been left for the foldicrs, and contained 

an carnelt recommendation of his fucceflor to their 

loyalty and allegiance. | After this he read the will ; aie 
by which Philip was to inherie ‘V'rachon and the ad- publicly. 
jacent country, Antipas was made tetrarch, and Ar- 

chelaus appointed to fucceed to the throne. He lett 

orders for the delivery of his ring to Coefar, who 

was to be informed of every tranfation; as the 

whole was to be confirmed by the emperor’s fole 
authority and direction. 


This was followed with joyful congratulations to Avchelaus 
Archelaus upon his acceflion to the throne, both SUnBt eS 
trom the foldiers and populace. Preparations were nao 
then made for the funeral of FIlerod, for which nei- 
ther care or coft was wanting to render it as pom- Hered’s 

x 7 ry; . a old * pompous 

pousas poffible. The bier was covered with anem- Pore 
broidery of gold and jewels, and an intermixture of 
purple, The corple was placed upon a purple bed 
of various contexture, a diadem was put on the 
head, with a golden crown about it, and a fcepcre 
fixed in the right hand. Next the bier were the de- 
ceafed king’s fon and kindred. ‘Vhe guards, ‘Thra- 
cian troops, Germans and Gauls, marched at the 
head of the folemnity, as in form and order of battle, 
‘Vo clote the proceffion, five hundred officers, do- 
mettics and freemen, broughtupthe train, The body 
was carried two hundred furlongs to Herodion, 
where it was interred according to mandate. 


End of the First Boox of the Warns, 
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Archelaus appoints the ceremony of mourning and feaft- 


ing. is gracious declaration in favour of the peo- 
ple They are clamorous on the fubjeét of grievances. 
Raife a tumult on account of thofe who had been put 
to death for the demolition of the golden eagle. The 
multitude overcome the guards, but are afterwards 
routed by the whole army. Three thoufand Fews are 
Slain. Archclaus goes to Rome, leaving the adiminif- 
tration to Philip in bis abfence. Sabinus advances to 
Cefarea in his way to Judea. Varus puts a Stop to 
his jouracy. Sabinus goes to Ferufalem, and demands 
polfeffion of fome caftles and treafure. Meets with a 
formal refufal from the officers. Antipas goes to 
Rome, and prefers bis claim to the fuccefion. Sabi- 
nus and Salome exhibit a charge againft Archelaus. 
His defence. C.cfar attends to the refpective allega- 
tions of the parties, and proceeds to trial. Aunti- 
pater, the fou of Salome, opens the caufe againft Ar- 
chelaus. Nicolaus pleads for the defendant. Archelaus 

gracioufly received by Cafar. The court adjourned. 
7 EIE neceffity Archelaus was under of go- 
ing to Rome proved the occafion of new 


difturbances. After a public mourning for 
his father feven days, and he had given a 


Archelaus Very expenfive feait to the multitude, (a cuftom 
well receive FUINOUS to many of the Jews, who cannot difpente 


ed by the 
multitude, 


Fis addreds. 


with it,) he arrayed himielf in white, and went up 
tothe temple, where the people accofted him with the 
Joudeft congratulatory acclamations. 
the compliment, from a throne of ftate, ina manner 
becoming the dignity of his chara&er. 
turned them thanks for the zeal they had fhewn in 
the funeral of his father, and the royal honours they 
had paid to himfelf as to an anointed king, he o!- 
ferved withal, 
“upon him either the authority or name of a king, 
** until Cactar, the declared lord and mafter of all by 


He returned 


Having re- 


“that he would not at prelent take 








. vengeance on the ringleaders, as his journey 


II. 


“* the teftament of his father, fhould confirm the 
“* fuccefiion: that, for this caule, when the army 
** would have fet the crown upon his head at Jeri. : 
* cho, he would not accept it; buc that he would 
“* make abundant requitals, not to the foldiers only, 
** but the people, tor their good will towards hin, 
“* when the tuperior power fhould have given him 4 
© compleac title to the kingdom, as it fhould be i's 
** itudy, upon all occafions, to be more complacent 
“*¢ than his father.” . 

The people were highly gratified by this declara. Moni 
tion, and prefently put him cto the teft by preferring 
feveral petitions. ‘The purport of fome was to a 
their taxes abated, of others to have them who , 
remitted, and of others for a general releale oi ve 
foners. Archelaus readily complied with the whe t, 
in order to iecure their attachment, which being 
done, he facrificed and featted with his friends. 


Soon after this, however, a great multitude, sie 
rous of innovations, affembled together, and ae ath 
ing thefubjet of thecommon mou nung for tnee Sy 
of the king, began to murmur az the pub ee hate 
ances, and particularly to lament the cale or He 
who were put to death by Hierod for demoliihing | - 
golden eagle which he had placed over, ene 
the temple. This lamentation was exprefied Deer 
ing their breafts, tearing their hair, and ee ‘ 
exclamations for the lofs of fo many pious anc a 
tuous men, who had died martyrs tothe i 
laws of their country. They demanded jultice uy - 
Herod’s mercenaries, thofe accuried inttrumer 
his cruelty, the expulfion of Herod’s high-p and 
and the appointment of a man of more piety . 
integrity to that facred and digniticd cfice. — ns 

Archelaus was highly incenfed at thefe ete 
proceedings ; but reftrained himtelt no ie 

, : es 
required expedition, and immediate ieverity Ve 
be productive of difaftrous confequences. jorhity 
ing it more advifable to have recourle el ig ar) 
admonitions, he tent a principal officer han by 
to quiet the feditious by perfuafion, rather ye he 
force, But the ringleaders of rhe tumule dro awa 

[ . 
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away by ftones from the temple, without fuffering 
him co {peak a word. Archelaus dent other officers 
onthe fame errand, but they were treated in the 


of monarchy, and being immediately under the Ro- 
man government, who, Jn cafe they could not ob- 
tain their wifhes, preferred Antipas for their king. 








same Der ech ee ee Antipas had great dependence on the intereft oF Sabinus aca 
They anise Oy CHMUNOELS . Sabinus, who had already exhibited an accufation tuhs At 
rebellion. 3 againit Archelaus, by letters to Caefar, and, on the Geri. 
tt The fealt of unleavened bread, or the paflover, other hand, highly commended his charaéter. Sa- 

: & being near at hand, and annually celebrated by Jome and her adherents {tated their charge againit 

were abundance of facrifices, crowds of people retorted Archelaus, and prefented it to the emperor. Ar- 
fromiall parts co the metropolis, on account of being chelaus then drew up the grounds of his claim, and 
prefent at chat folemnity. Amonglt the reft were the feveral heads of his ju(lification, which, with his 
divers of the fa€tion of the two rabbies, Judas and, father’s fignet, and an account of the bequeits he 
Matthias, who came thither to lameht the death of made him, were cranimitted to Caefar by the hands 
thofe two venerable martyrs, and wait an opportu- of Ptolemy. 


nity of inflaming the multitude co fedition. 


Archelaus had the prudent caution to fend a tri- 
_ bune, with a band of foldiers, withorders to feizethe 
ringleaders if they fhould continue refractory, as 
the mott effectual means of obviating the danger of 
a general riot. The multitude made head again{t 
this party: fome they flew with f{tones, and dange- 
roufly wounded the tribune, and afterwards betook 
themfelves to their facrifices as if nothing had hap- 
pened. Archelaus, Ainding that the riot could not be 
fupprefied without bloodfhed, turned the whole 
army loofe upon them, the toot by way of the city, 
and the horte before the walls. The former tell tud- 
denly upon them as they were facrificing, and killed 
near three choufand at the very altar. The remainder 
difperted and fled to the mountains; and Archelaus 


When the emperor had duly weighed the refpec- 
tive allegations, the greatnels of the kingdom, the 
variety of large revenues, the numerous tamily of 
Herod, together with the contents of the letters of 
Varus and Sabinus, he called a council of the Re- 
man nobility, where Caius Cretar; the fon of Agrip- 
pa, and his daughter Julia, was, for the first time, 
called to take his place at the board, and then pro- 
ceeded to the trial. Che caute wes opened by An- Antipater 
tipater, the fon of Salome, an advocate of great eee 
ability, who urged Ins plea ae@aing Archelaus hy Wee 
flating, * Thacarchelaus had long fince exerciled 
“ fovercign authority in efleet, and that it was now 
“but matter of form to comend about che name. 
“A hearing betore Cretar was nothing co him that 
“has already refuted him fora judge. Chat Herod 






















The whole 
stents 





- caufing proclamation to be made, commanding all at : : : : 1 
: PES was no fooner dea suUE people were saiaredar 
people to depart to their own habitations, put an « ie ead, buc people were immediately 


engaged, and fuborned, tu fet the crown upen his 
head; while he himielt did notonly fic like a 
“ king in royal ftate, and upon a golden throne, but 
acted Hike one too; as in changing the order of 
i the militia, difpoling of charges, receiving and 

granting petitions, exerciling the power of life 
and death in public crimes, fetcing his father’s 


end to the feitival. 


‘This fedition being quelled, Archelaus, with his 
mother, and his three particular friends, Poplas, 
Ptolemy, and Nicolaus, embarked for Rome, leav- 
ing Philip behind him, both as viceroy and truftce 
tor his private affairs. Salome, with her fons, accom- 


ee 
“c 





panied him, as did feveral of his kindred, under prifeners at liberty, &c. which are all regal pri- 
pretence of affifting him in the confirmation of’ his vileges. “Phat this perfon, that has already en- 
tucceffion, but, in reality, to preter an accufation Srofied to himtelf che powers and enfigns of roy- 
againtt him for his breach of the laws in the viola- = alty, coming to Ca:far only for the title of it, 
tion of the holy temple. f makes Auguitus but a fhadow of a prince, and 

Upon their arrival at Cefarea, they were met by ce ming in aa eee singe Pets (fays An- 
Subinus, governor of Syma, who was then going up & aMsurniig Meds foci Acl fihere Pe ee 
to Judawa, to fecure rhe effects that He ad left . 2 ; Bey a aera ein eee SOIR 

J, >t cts that Flerod had left |} « forrowlully all day, and then fits up featting: 


behind him. But Vatus, at the in cof : : : : 
i i us, ie inftance of Arche and making merry all night. What was it, at lait, 









Jaus, and mediation of Prolemy, reftrained Sabinus “ but ihe derefkari . . ; 
from proceeding any farther. So that, to gratify “e ea Fe caien oo eds as Hoe elle Nye. 
Varus, he neither demanded the caftles or the trea- ““ iL : As ft he ee oe jon? But the main 
fure to the prejudice of Archelaus, and pafied his “ i eal hott etn Ba Meee Cone ee owas 
word thac he would do nothing tn the bufinefs “ Folie ada ie. aes Be ae aes 
without the approbation of Crear, and remained aa thi oan ear Et ee er emer iee fe wore 
where hee «fp, and pay their devotions, and they them- 
rd . {elves were made the facrifice. Pheir throats, in 
But as foon as Warus was gone for Antioch, and ** thort, were cut; and fuch heaps of dead bodie 
Archelaus tor Rome, Sabinus, upon the removal of ee piled up inthe temple as, in the mail impl ale | 
thete obitacles, went to Jerufasem, feized on the pa- “and mercilels of foreign wars, Was Hanliy cyee 
jace, and fent from thence to the governors of the “heard of. ITerod was fo well acquainted with the 
caftles, and the officers of the trealury; the former * cruclty of this man’s nature, rhac it was almoft * 
to deliver up to him poffeffion of the caftles, and the * impoffible for him ever to give him the lealk: hat 4 
latter the accounts of thetreafure. But the officers, “ of acrown, fo long as he was in his rj rhe sae 
faithful to the truft repoted in chem by Archelaus, “ And thar, alas! was the king?s cale a lee 
evaded compliance with this anlwer, “ ‘That what “ teftament: his mind was more out of Bitte alten q 
they had in charge was rather the property of Czfar “his body; and he did not know what he did § 
than Archelaus.” - Befide that, after all this, there was no inability i 
In the mean time Antipas went to Rome alfo, in cc Of dcfeet charged upon. Antipas, the fucceflor, by ! 
order to prefer his claim to the kingdom, infifting cc the former will; but people gave him the cha- 4 
“ Upon the validity of the former teftament, in'which |] ¢, ack of a prince very well qualilicd for the royal i 
tur the fucceffion was fettled upon him. Befides, he was || (. funétion. Or if it fhould be fuppoted that I fe- i 
bromited the intereft of Salome, and others of their or rod was, in truth, found, and in his right fenfes, { 
kindred that failed with Archelaus, in the fupportof {} ¢. Atehelaus has As good as abdicated the royal dig- | 
his claim. He was accompanied by his mother and ce MEY, by acting again{t the laws of the conftitu- d 
Ptolemy, the brotherof Nicolaus, anapproved friend eaulon: What havock would he make now, if he 4 
: . * had Caefar’s authority to cover him in his cruel- i 


of Herod, a circumftance of fome weight: bur ce 
his chief dependence was upon Trenzeus, 2 fhrewd 
and fubtle logician, Antipas, relying on the abiliry | 
sie advocates, totally Milregarded thofe. who [| When Antipater had thus powerfully argued the 

oe a to ay oe deference to the feniority point, and produced a great number of the kindred 

ae ae and t pee uroney OF Hs father in his | oF Archelaus to prove the feveral parts of his ac- 

te eens and leemed perfectly fecure of the culation, he fatdown; and Nicolaus rofein behalf of Nicolana 
eageem. When they came to Rome, he was joined the deiendant, alledging, “ ‘Phat the flaughter com. fer the ten 


tics, that docs all chis upon his own account, with- 
** out any power at all ?? 











by a eoeakal Bee a Ban ow es : ; 
oa cee a eods ol Arche aus 3 thofe e mitted in the temple was not only of abfolute ne. fats 
pecially Wao were defirous of fhalzing off the yoke cefity, but the people that were killed were Cas, 
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“© far’s enemies. He fhewed likewife, that, for the 
“© other pretended crimes, the prefent oppofers of 
“© Archelaus were themfelves the advifers of them. 
*€ As to the validity of the fecond teftament, he ar- 
“© cued, that it ought to ftand, in regard that He- 
“© rod had, at that time, the confideration and refpect 
*€ ro refer the confirmation of itto Cafar. Now he 
*© that had the judgment to know the right lord and 
“€ mafter, had certainly fenfe enough to appoint the 
** right heir.” 


OF 


Nicolaus having thus fpoken concifely, but point- 
edly, in vindication of Archelaus, the latter fud- 
denly cat himfelf at Ceefar’s feet, who raifed him 
with fuch fingular grace and benignity, as indicated 
that he thought him worthy of the fucceffion: but 
no pofitive refolution was entered into at that time. 
This being’ done, Cazlar difmiffed the council for 
that day, and entered into a confultation with his 
friends refpecting the decifion of the cafe; whether 
it were fitting to conftitute any of thofe named in 
Herod’s teftaments as his fucceffor, or make an 
eae participation of the principality amongit the 
whole family, as they were numerous, and would 
requirea great revenue to fupport them with honour. 


CHAP. I. 

Death of Mualthace, the mother of Archelaus. Great 
uproar amongft the Fews. Sadinus inflamesit. The 
feaft of Pentecoft. The Fews draw up in form. 
Sabinus prefjes Varus for relief, and takes fantiuary 
in the Tower of Phafacl. A bloedy confliét between 
the Fews and the Roinans. The Romans fet fire to 
the galleries of the temple, which makes great flaugh- 
ter amougft the Jews. The foldicrs plunder the facred 
treafure. The. fews fuminon the palace to furreuder, 
and fit down before it. They offer Sabinus conditions, 
wich be oe Fadions and broils throughout Fu- 
dca. Exploits of ‘fudas, a notorious robber. Ambi- 
tion and courage of Simon. Athronges and bis four 
brothers enterprifing men, 


EFORE Ceefar came to any pofitive determina- 
tion as to the fucceffion, Malthace, the mother 
of Archelaus, fell into a diftemper, and departed 
this life. Letters alfo at the fame time were re- 
ceived from Varus out of Syria, containing infor- 
mation of arevole amongit the Jews, and of his 
going up to Jerufalem upon Archelaus’s journey to 
Rome, to reftrain the incendiaries, and reitore peace 
and good order. When-he found advice and re- 
monttrance ineffectual, and that the multitude were 
{till refractory, he quartered one of the legions 
he brought out of Syria in the city, and fo returned 
to Antioch, 


But when Sabinus came afterwards to Jerufalem, 
he furnifhed them with new occation for tumults : 
tor depending on the reinforcement of the troops of 
Varus, anda band of his own domettics well armed, 
and at hand, to fubferve the purpole of his ava- 
rice and rapine, his defign was to get poffeffion of 
the caitles and Herod’s treafures by force, and me- 
nace upon the governors and officers who had them 
in charge. It was now the featt of Pentecoit, or 
fiftieth day, fo called from the term of the revolu- 
tions, after feven times feven days after the pats- 
over; fo that the people affembled in great num- 
bers, not trom a religious motive, but difcontent 
with the pretence fituation of affairs. They repaired 
to Jerufalem from Galilee, [dumea, Jericho, and 
the country beyond Jordan, with the inhabitants of 
Judsea, who, for number and courage, furpaffed all 
the relt. They divided themielves into three bo- 
dies, and pitched their cents in three quarters; one 
upon the north fide of the temple, another upon the 
fouth towards the circus, and the third to the weft- 
ward of the palace; fo that the Romans, by thefe 
means, were beiet on all fides. 


Sabinus, alarmed at the number and refolution of 
the cnemies, prefied Varus, by divers meflengers, to 


THE 
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come tohis fuccour immediately, or his legion would 

be cut to pieces. He reached, however the higheft Sins 
tower of the fortrefs, that commandsall thereft, and." 
from the name of Herod’s brother, that was fain bea 
the Parthians, is called Phatzelus, and then Baye 4 : 
fignal to the foldiers of that legion to break in upon 
the enemy ; for fuch was his pufillanimity, that he 
durft not lead on the very men he was appointed to 


command. 


The Romans, according to order, made a vigo- ats 
rous attempt upon the temple, and a defperate en. bee 
gagement took place between them and the Jews, %™™ 
in which the latter, while they had no help trom oie 
above, either with darts or arrows, were worfted. 
but when once the Jews got poffleffion of the gal- 
leries, and galled the Romans from thence, many of 
them were cutoff; and the reft were too far diltant to 
take their revenge; though, if they had been hand to 
hand, they would have been much too hard for them. 


After this the Romans fet fire to the galleries, The su. 
which, for workmanthip, proportion, andornament, ties 
were incomparable. Many of the Jews perifhed in j.! 
the flames: fome were cut off by the enemy upon ints 
their fall; others pufhed from rhe battlements: fome &™- 
again, in defpair, choofing rather to dieby thefword 
than by fire, laid violent hands on themfelves. Thofe 
that made an attempt on the Romans from the walls, 
weredeftroyed without any difficulty; cill, at length, 
they were cither flain or fcattered. The foldiers gy. is5 
plundered the facred treafure, carrying off four treaue’ 
hundred talents, and leaving to Sabinus the re- Fes. 
mainder. 


This lofs of men and treafure brought a more 
powerful reinforcement of the Jews upon the Ro- 
mans than the other, both for valour and number. 
They fummoned the palace to furrender, and tet 
down before it, with a menace of giving no quar. 
ter unlels they immediately quitted it, and offering 
Sabinus liberty if he would depart with his legion. 
There were many of the king’s party who delerted 
the Romans, and affitted the Jews. But the moft pouiss a2 
warlike body, amounting to three thoufand men of Gane 
Sebafle, went over to the Romans, under the com. yon 
mand of Rufus and Gratus. The Jews {till prefied ° 
the fiege, and attempted the walls of the fortrels, 
calling upon Sabinus to retire, without _oppofing 
himfelf to the refolution they had taken of recover- 
ing their liberty. Sabinus was inclined to provide 
for his fatety, but diftrufted the affurances the Jews 
gave him, and fufpected their preferred lenity as a 
bait laidro enfharehim. ‘This confideration, toge- 
ther with the hope of relicf from Varus, induced hin 
to ftand the fiege. 


Judea was at this time involved in tumults and seer: - 
factions, an opportunity now offering for pretenders mie"s~ 
to tart their claim to government. A band of two 
thoufand veterans in Idumaza, who had ferved under 
Herod, had feveral encounters with the king’s 
troops, and in particular with Achiab, Werod’s 
kinfman, who often fallied upon them out of ftrong 
Sera but could not cope with them in the open 
plain. 


In Sepphoris, a city of Galilee, one Judas, the {ON Eyota 
of Hezekias, Jeader of the band that was taken by jo 
Herod, affémbled a confiderable party, forced the #* 
king’s ma@azines, and arming himfelf and compa- 
nions out of rhofe ftores, fer oppofition at defiance, 
and ravaged the country. 


In Perea alfo, on the other fide of the river, Si- 
mon, one of the late king’s domettics, relying on the 
fymmetry, agility, and ttrength of his perfon, placed 
a crown. upon his head, and, affifted by a band of 
robbers he had colleéted, burnt down the palace at 
Jericho, laid feveral ttately buildings in afhes round 
about it, and procured immenfe booty by rape: . 
Nay, .he would have laid wafte the whole country, 
if Gratus, who commanded the king’s foot, had not 
brought che Trachonite archers, anda warlike body 
from Sebaite, to their relief. In fine, they came to 
action, when the robber was overcome, and great par : 
of his foot cucolf. As he himfelf was upon the flight 


acrofs a tteep bottom, Gratus felled him by ace 
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lique ftroke on the neck, and thereby put an a o 
his life and depredations. The royal palaces 7 ou 
Amathus and the borders of Jordan, were alio ee 
down by another feditious gang that came out o} 
Perea. 

There was alfo at the fame time a certain fhep- 
“herd, named Athronges, who had the Ponudence 
fet up for king. He had ftrength of body, and . . 
lucion of mind, equal coanyenterprize; and wasaided 
and abetted by four brothers of the fame qualifica- 
tions, who ferved him tn his incurfions both as ofhi- 
cers and counielors. Upon affairs of moment, he 
alcended a throne, with a crown upon his head, pro- 
nounced judgment without appeal, and ih every in- 
{lance aflumed regal authority. Under this ufurped 
fanction he continued cto over-run the country for 
fume time, deftroying whatever he met with, and 
exerciling hottilities towards the Romans, the king’s 
troops, and even the Jews themfelves, if there was 
aprobability of gaining any booty. Thele irce- 
booters once met, near Emmaus, a convoy with corn 
and aros, which the Romans were carrying to one 
of their legions, and encountering them, killed 
s\rius, their centurion, with forty of his beit men; 
and would havedcltroyed the whole, if Gratus, with 
his oops trom Sebaite, had not come fpeedily to 
their relief, -laving thus plundered both foreigners 
and their own countrymen for fome time, three of 
the brothers at length were taken, the eldeft by Ar- 
chelaus, the two next by Gratus and Ptolemy, and 
the fourth durrendered himfelf to Archelaus upon 
conditions. ‘hus ended the enterprizes of thefe def- 
peradoes, While Fudiva might be faid to be over-run 
with depredations and rapine. 


OF 


CHAP. Iii. 

Farus joins the Romans againft the Fews. Sepphoris 
urnt to the ground, Sappho taken and plundered. 
Ammaus laidin afbes. Upon the approach of Varus 
ta Ferujalen, the Fews quit the fiege in confiernation, 
The citizens difelatm all feditious praédices, and wel- 
conte Maris inio the town. Near 2000 of the ring- 
leaders ave punifoed with crucifixion. Varus dif- 
charges the Avabian auxiliaries for their nou-confor- 
mily 10 military difeipline. Elis gencrofity towards 
the Jews of Idiwinea. 





Vt RUS having received intelligence from Sa- 
binus, and the chief officers at Jerufalem, that 
the Roman legion there was in danger of being cut 
off, he hattened with all expedition to their relief, 
and marched with the two other legions he had under 
hiscommand, and four troops of horfe, to Pto- 
lemais, ordering the auxiliaries, that were fent by the 
kings and governors of cities, to join him there at 
the rendezvous. The people of Berytus, as he 
patted through their city, furnifhed him with a re- 
Inforcement of fifteen hundred men, well armed. 
Upon his coming to Prolemais, Aretas, king of A- 
ieoia, (a bitter enemy to Herod,) joined him’ with a 
tontiderabie body of horfe and foot. When he had 
nmautlercd his forces, he fent a detachment into Ga- 
Mee, under command of his friend Gallus, who foon 
ater encountered a party, totally routed them, en- 
tered the city of Sepphoris, burnt it to the ground, 
and made all the inhabitants flaves. 


Varus himfelf marched with the main army into 
sanaria, but fpared the city, becaufe he found the 
inhabitants had not joined in the late commotions. 
Fe encamped at Arus, a village belonging to Pto- 
lemy, whichthe Arabians plundered, merely becaufe 
Was 2 friend to Herod. The army advanced next 
to Sappho, a fortified place, which they took, rifled, 
and pillaged. The Arabians carried all before them 
a fireand fword. Emmaus was abandoned by its 
innabicants, and then burnt by command of Varus, 
in revenge for the deaths of Arius and his com. 


Panions. 


Thence he marched to Jerufalem, where the Jews, 


upon ue very tidings of his approach, quitted the 
30: 
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fiege, difperfed, and took fhelter in the fields and 
woods; but thecitizens, on thecontrary, maintained 
their ground, and received the conqueror with due 
honors, They cleared themfelyes trom all futpicion 
of joining in the late revolr, alledging that they had 
raifed no commotions, bur had been torced to admit 
the multitude on account of its being the day ofa 
grand feftival, fo that they were rather belieged 
themlelves, together with the Romans, than accet- 
fary to che leaft mutiny or fedition. 


Varus had been met on his entrance by Jofeph, the 
nephew of Archelaus, with Rufus and Gratus, the 
king’s generals, at the head of the Roman foldiers 
and the troops of Sebafte, all in their military ha- 
bits, Sabinus, from conicious guilt, to avoid the 
prefence of Varus, had flolen away out of the city, 
and lurked about the fea-fide. Varus, in the mean 
time, difperfed his troops up and down the cou ntry, 
in quett of the ringleaders of this tumult. They 
apprehended great numbers, of whom thofe who 
appeared to have the leaft concern were put into 
cultody; bute fuch as were moft criminal he or- 
dered to be crucified, to the amount of about two 
thouland. 


Varus was informed that there remained in Idu- 
ma ten thoufand Jews tlill in arms. Finding, how. 
ever, the Arabians did not ad like foldiers tnd men 
of honour, butgavethemlelves wholly upto fpoiland 
rapine, laying the country watte wherever they came, 
in oppofition to his will, he ditmifled them, and, at 
the head of his own legion, marched againftt the re- 
volters: but, before it proceeded to blows, at the 
inftance of Achiab, they furrendered, and laid down 
their arms. The Roman governor treated the com- 
monalty with lenity, but fent the officers to anfwer 
for their conduét to Crlar. Finding fume of }ie- 
rod’s kinfmen in the number of revolters, he pro- 
eceeded againit them as traitors, for taking up arms 
againft their king; and having thus reflored tran 
quillity to Jerufalem,the left che former legion asa 
guard, and then returned to Antioch. 


CIIAP. Iv. 

The Fews accufe Archelaus before Cefer, and petition 
for the free cxercife of their religion. The emperor 
calls a council upon the occaffou.” Hears the allega- 
tions of the Jews, by their deputies, on the one had, 
and thofe of Archelaus, and his adherents, on the other. 
Nicolaus pleads the canfe of Archelaus. Cafar, hav- 
ing duly weighed the whole matter, fettles the goverit~ 
ment, and makes the difpofitions according tothe will 
of Herod. 


ETER matters had been thus accommodated 
5 in Judzea, the pretenfions of Archelaus were 
delayed by an accufation which the Jews had pre- 
ferred again{t him at Rome, by fifty deputies, who 
had been fene from Jerulalem before the tumults 
broke forth, and that with the permiffion of Varus. 
‘The purport of their embaffy was to addrefs the em. 
peror for the liberty of their country, and the exer.. 
cile of their religion ; and their petition was figned 
by 8000 Jews, principal inhabitants of Rome. 


This being a point of importance, Czefar called 
a council of the Roman nobility, and his own par- 
ticular friends, tomeet in thetempleof A pollo, upon 
mount Palatine, a {lately and fuperb ftruéture of his 
own ercéting. ‘The council being alfembled, the 
Jews and their ambaffadors were ranged on the one 
hand, and Archclaus and his adherents on the other. 
His kindred maintained a neutrality ; as, from their 
envy and hatred, they would not efpoufe his caufe 3 
nor would they be (een to take parc with his ac- 
culers ; fo that they acted from a two-fold motive. 
Amongft others was Philip, the brother of Ar- 
chelaus, whom Varus fent before for two reafons: 
the one that he might be enabled to affi{t his bro- 
ther upon the occafion , the other, that, in cafe Ay- 
guftus Ceefar fhould think fit to make a diftribution 
of the poffeffions of Herod amongtt his children, he 
might come in for his fhare. 
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The deputies of the Jews being called upon to 
fet forth their complaints, and then prefer their pe- 
tition, addreffed the court to the following effect: 


“ That Herod never demeaned himfelf like a 
“king; but, on the contrary, as the moft intole- 
*¢ rable tyrant upon the face of the earth. ‘That his 
“** cruelty did not itop at the profufion of innocent 
*¢ blood, and the violation of juftice; but that he 
“© madethevery living wifh themfelves dead. Thathe 
“© didnot only tear the bodies of his fubjects to pieces 
“< with torments, but ftript his towns and cities of all 
** that was choice and precious, and gave it away 
* in oftentation to foreigners; facrificing the very 
“© lives alfo of the Jews to ftrangers. Inftead of 
“ the bleffings of their ancient laws and liberties, he 
“* left his people nothing but beggary and iniquity 
** in exchange; infomuch that they fuffered more 
‘© plagues fince his coming to the crown, than their 
** forefathers ever felt fince their deliverance from 
** Xerxes out of the captivity of Babylon. 


“© The Jews (they faid) had been now fo ufed to 
flavery, that they were grown modeft and patient 
under the yoke, even to the degree of entailing a 
voluntary fervitude upon their pofterity in the 
** berfon of Archelaus, the fon of the late tyrant, 
“© whom they faluted as king immediately upon the 
“* death of his father. ‘They mourned for Herod 
“* cogether, and offered up their joint vows for the 
** Jong and profperous reign of his fucceffor; and 
** then, to put it out of doubt that he was the true 
*“ fon of this inhuman father, he made his aufpici- 
ous entrance upon the government with the 
flaughter of three thoufand citizens: and, the 
better to entitle himfelf to the fucceffion, this 
maffacre was his oblation to God of three thou- 
fand victims: and all this upon an holy day, and 
the carcaffes piled up in the holy temple. 
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<¢ What wonder is it for men that have outlived 
** fo many miferies, andefcaped fodangerous a rock, 
“© to own their averfion to this man, and to fall (if 
*¢ perifh they mutt) like men of honour with their 
“* faces to the enemy? All the Jews defire_at the 
S* hands of the Romans, is only that Caefar will 
** judge the wretched remainder of them fo far_wor- 
“thy of pity, as not to expofe them to the rigour 
** of their mercilefs oppreffors ; but rather to annex 
“¢ Judea to Syria, and range them under the laws 
“and rules of the Roman government. It will 
“* then be feen whether the Jews are, in truth, fo tur- 
“* bulent and feditious a fort of people as they are 
** oiven out to be, when they fall once into the 
** hands of humane and temperate governors.” 
With this petition the deputies clofed their charge. 


a 


Nicolaus rofe in behalf of Archelaus, and, in his 
reply, cleared both him and Herod from the accufa- 
tions brought againft them, and then proceeded, in 
very pointed language, to chara€terize the nation of 
the Jews, as averle to_any government, and more 
particularly to that of monarchy; concluding his 
tpeech with fome farcaftic remarks upon the rela- 


tions of Archelaus, who had deferted his caufe, and 


joined his accufers. 


When the emperor had heard the arguments on 
both fides, he difmiffed the court, and, after fome 
few days deliberation, beftowed upon Archelaus one 
halfof Herod’s kingdom, underthetitle of ethnarch, 
with a promife of making him king, if he fhould 
appear worthy of that dignity. ‘The other half he 
divided into two tetrarchies, which he gave to two 
other fons of Herod; one to Philip, the other to 
Antipas, who had contefted the fovereignry with 
Archelaus. Where fell to his lot the country be- 
yond the river, and Galiiee, producing a revenue of 
two hundred talents. But Batanza, Trachon, Au- 
ranites, and fome part of the land of Zenon, about 
Jamnia, were affigned to Philip, and yielded a re- 
venue of an hundred talents. In Archelaus’s eth- 
narchy were comprized Idumea, all Judza, and 
Samaria; which laft was remitted a fourth part of 
its tribute, as a reward for not joining in the rebel- 
lion with their neighbours. Straton’s Tower, Se- 
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bafte, Joppa, and Jerufalem, were all caft ; 
fhare of Archelaus ; ‘but Gaza, Gua tee 
pon, Grecian cities, were detached from the ine 
dom, and annexed to Syria. ‘The revenue of A 
oe amounted, upon the whole, to four hundred 
talents. 


_ Ceefat beftowed upon Salome, befides wh: 
bequeathed by will of Herod, Jamnia, ‘Aves ae His ts 
Phataelis. He gave heralfoapalaceatA fkalon, which ao? 


was valued at fixty talents, but was fubjected to 
the jurifdiction of the ethnarchy. When Czefar had 
thus difcharged all Herod’s bequefts, he granted to 
his two virgin daughters 500,c00 drachme, and 


_ gave them in sags to the fons of Pheroras. 


But after this family diftribution, he madea liberal 
diviiion of a thoufand talents more, which were be. 
queathed to himfelf, referving only fome particular 
prefents in memory of the deceafed. 


CHAP. V. 


Exploits of a fourious Alexander. His impoftures are 
deteéted, and he is fent to the gallies. The firft pro- 
jeétor put to death. 


T this timethere was a man, by birth a Jew, but 
brought up at Sidon with the freeman of a Ro- 1 
man citizen, who falfely pretended, onaccountof the «. 


refemblance of their countenances, to be that very ater: 


Alexander who was flain by Herod. This man 
came to Rome to praétife his impofture; and had 
with him, for countenanceand counfel, another Jew, 
who was perfeétly acquainted with the attendants 
and intrigues of the court of Herod. His com- 
Ppanion inftruéted him to give out, that the people 
who were employed by his father to put him and 
Ariftobulus to death, had fo great a compaffion for 


. them, that they fubftituted other bodies in their 


places, and conveyed the brothers out of the way. 


This paffed current with many Jews in Crete, who n: .--.. 


furnifhed the pretender with plentiful fupplies for °* 
travelling in fplendour. From thence he proceeded !** 
to Melos, where he experienced more refpect and 
bounty: nay, he fo far_impofed upon. the public 
credulity, that he took feveral of his friends along 
with hin to Rome. Upon his arrival at Putcoli, 
the Jews of that place made him fumptuous pre- 
fents; and the friends of his father treated him asa 
fovereign prince. The ftriking refemblance, in fine, 
procured him fuch credit, that as many as had feen 
Alexander would not hefitate to fwear this was the 
man. ‘The report was fo prevalent, that the whole 
body of the Jews, who wereat Rome, camein crowds 

to fee him; and innumerable multitudes {tood in the 
avenues, through which he was carried in a fedan by 
the inhabitants of Melos, who kept him a negroe 
train at their own proper charges. 


But Czfar, who knew perfectly well the linea- 
ments of Alexander’s face, becaufe he had been ac- ;, 
cufed by Herod before him, fufpecting the fraud, : 
fent for one Celadus, and ordered him to bring the b=. 
young man tohim. When Ceefar law him, he im- 
mediately difcerned the fallacy in his countenance 5 
and when he difcovered that his whole body was of 
acoarfer texture, and more robuft form, like that o 
a flave, he was convinced that the whole was an 1m- 
pofture. But he was moft aftonifhed at the effron- 
tery of his reply, on being afked concerning Arilto- 
bulus, which was, ‘“* That he was living, but eu 
on purpofe at Cyprus, for fear of treachery, 351 
would be more difficult for plotters to get them into 
their power while they were feparate.” 


Czefar then took him by himfelf privately, at 
fured him he had difcovered the fallacy, and ne 
he would fpare his life, if he would own [to im 
who had perfuaded him to adopt that mode 0 ve 
pofition. Having promifed compliance, he ee 
with Czefar, and pointed to the Jew that had oe 
vifed himcto it in order toget money: for, in fact, te 
fum he raifed upon this piece of chicanery, ve had 
than Alexander himfelf could have procure te 
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he been alive. 
the impo- and condemned the. 1 : 
tere Hies on account of his ftrength, and the projector ot 
emilee; che impofture to death : buc the people of Melos 
thepre- had been fufficiently punished for their folly, by the 

expences they had been at on his account. 


jector to 
CHAP. VI. 


weath, 

Avchelaus is acenfed of oppreffion to Ccfar, and ba- 
nifoed to Vienna, a city of Gaul. d foreboding 
dream. The expofition. Auother very extraordinary 
dream of the princes Glaphyra, who bas a vifion of 
her firft bufband, Ler death. 


‘7HEN Archelaus took poffeffion of his eth- 

V narchy, he created not only the Jews but the 

Samarians with great rigour, from a refentment of 

former difputes betwixt them. In confequence ot 

this they fent embaflies to complain to Caefar, who, 

fxtetne In the ninth year of his government, banifhed him 

phwabhal to Vienna, a city of Gaul, and Jequeitered his ct- 
by Calar, fects. 

A report prevailed that Archelaus, before his 
fummons to attend the emperor, dreamt he faw 
nine ears of corn, large and full, devoured by oxen; 
and that when he fent for feveral who were fuppoied 
to be {killed in divination, fome faid one thing, and 
fome another; till at length Simon, one of the fect 
of Lifenes, gave it this interpretation: ** That the 
vars of corn denoted years, and the oxen the vicil- 
fitude of things, as the earth is overturned by the 
qlough; that therefore he fhould reign as many 
ycars as there were ears of corn, and, after many 
revolutions, depart this life.” Te do fell out that, 
five days after this interpretation, Archelaus was 
called upon his trial. 


There was another memorable dream of the prin- 
cefls Glaphyra, daughter of Archelaus, king of Cap- 
padocia, and wife of Archelaus, the prefenc fubject 
of our hiftory. Her firft hufband was Alexander, 
the Jon of Elerod, by whom he was put to death. 
‘This princes, after his death, married Juba, kingof 
Lybia, and, upon his deceafe, returned home, and 
lived with her father in a ftate of widowhood. Ar- 
chelaus, the ethnarch, became fo enamoured of her 
at firft fight, that he put away Mariamne, and mar- 
ricd her. Soon after this fhe came back into Judzea, 
and had there a vifion of her firft hufband Alex- 
ander, who thus feemed to reproach her: ‘* Could 
not your marriage with one hufband after me fuf- 
fice, but_you mult take a third, and this under my 
own roof ?_ and, toadd to thy criminality, my own 
brother? Thefe are injuries not to be borne. But 
Pfisgess, You thall foon return to me again.?? Glaphyra fur- 

vived this dream but two days. 


Cwlar {miled at the contrivance; 





His dream. 








CHAP. VIL 


Ite ethnarchy of Archelaus is reduced into a Roman 
Province. The fedition of Fudas, of Galilee. Three 
forts of Jews, Pharifees, Sadducees, and Effenes. 
Of the Effenes. Their temperance aud opinion of 
marriage , their effeéis in common, their apparel, 


‘ charity, and mode of living , their feruples of con- 
x fe: . ’ : 

‘ Jenice, peaceable difpofition, and fidelity. The method 
i of introdudion into the fociety, and of punifbing of- 
fenders, Their piety, virtue, and contempt of death. 


Their opinion of the foul. Veneration for the an- 
cients. A different fort of Effenes. Brief deferip- 
ion of the fects of the Pharifees and Sadducees. 


HE ethnarchy of Archelaus being now re- 
Be aed into 2 Roman province, Coponius, a 
Path of equeftrian rank, was vetted by Czefar with 

rat million to govern it. Under his admini- 
ee n ace tain Galilean, named Judas, ftirred up 
; ecee € to revolt, on a fuggeftion that, in fub- 
the & to the Romans, and paying them tribute, 
ws. they acknowledged a fupremacy due to God alone. 
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This Judas was leader of a peculiar fect, and en- 
tertained tenets peculiar to himfelf. 


Jews three philofophical Three teas 


There are among the : 
of Jews, 


fects, diftinguifhed’ by the different denominations 
of Pharifees, Sadducees, and Lifenes, which lait 
maintain a more rigid difcipline than the reft. 


The Effénes are Jews by birth, and feem to have Peculiar 
a greater affection for one another than the rett of E28" 
the feéts. They rejeét pleature as an evil; 
efteem continence, and a conqueft over the paffions, the Eienes. 
as a cardinal virtue. They neglect wedlock; but 
feleét the children of others, while they are young 
and docile, and adopt and train them up as their 
own, They do not abfolutely deny the moral fit- Their opi- 
neis of marriage, and the fucceflion of mankind, vien of 
continued thereby, but guard againit the frailty of "8° 
women, and can hardly admit an inviolable atrach- 
ment to one man. 


They hold wealth, and what are called the good ‘They tase 
things of this world, in contempt; fo that they are savally in 
equally itrangers to riches and poverty, as they have this world, 
all things in common; or, in other words, the whole 
tociety live like.brethren, being all equal fharers in 
one common patrimony: upon fuch a principle 
no man can be contemptible for being poor, nor 
honourable for being rich. 


They think oiladeflement, and value themiclves Their ap- 
upon the fimplicity of their appearance, provided parel gain 
their garments are white and clean. 


They appoint flewards for che management of Their phi- 
their common ftock, and leave it to their difcretion Janthiropy: 
to make diftribution out of ic to every man in pro- 
portion according to his need. 


They have no certain place of abode, but difperfe Menver ef 
themfelves through different cities, towns, and vil- °""* 
lages, where they are ever ready and open to receive 
and entertain any of their own fed, and treat them, 
though ftrangers, with the fame familiarity as if in- 
umately acquainted. 


They carry nothing with them, when they travel, or travet- 
but arms for the security of their perfons. ‘Uhey ting. 
appoint, in every place, fome one to take care of their 
ftrange brethren, and provide them with lodging, 
food, apparel, and nececffaries in. general. “Vhe 
drefs they wear refembles that of children when they 
are under the charge of mafters and governors. 

Nor do they change their garments or fhoes, but 
when one is torn, and the other worn our. 

They neither buy or fell among themfelves, but They nei- 
fupply each other’s wants; not by way of exchange, 14 i"%,,,, 
but an obligation on the one party to give, and the one another 
other to receive. 


Their piety towards God is extraordinary; as Their piety 
they never fpeak a word of the common affairs of 204 feruples 
life before fun-rife, but upon certain traditional Shot. 
forms of prayer, imploring the Divine proteéction ence. 
for the day. After this act of devotion, they betake 
themfelves to their feveral occupations and employ- 
ments, in which they labour with great diligence 
till an hour before noon, when they aflemble in 
white veils, and bathe in cold water. Upon this 
purification they retire to their apartments, into 
which it is not permitted to any one of another i¢é& 
toenter. From thence they enter into a refectory, 
or dining-hall, as into an holy temple, and fit down 
without uttering a word. The attendants place 
their loaves in order, and bring each one a fingle 
plate of one kind of food, which is not touched be- 
fore the prieft pronounces a bleffing; as in like 
manner he returns thanks to the divine donor atter 
meat. This duty performed, they lay afide their 
white garments, as in fome degree facred, and re- 
fume their ordinary avocations till evening, when 
they return to fupper in the fame manner; and if 
there be any ftrangers they fit down with them. 

Their houfes are free from clamour or difturbance. 
They fpeak by turns, and obferve a gravity and 
filence which excite the veneration of ftrangers, and 
arife from a conftant courfe of moderation and fo- 


briety. 
They 


UC mnanners, of 
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‘Pheir reves They are not allowed to do any thing without the 
fuperiors. advice of their fuperiors, except in offices of com- 


paffion and affiltance, in which they are left at li- 
berty; for every man is free to help the virtuous ; 
though they are reftrained from relieving their kin- 
dred without permiffion from their fuperiors. They 
curb their paffions, and are eminent for their fidelity, 
Their fide- and preferving peace and good order. Their word 1s 


ity. as facred as an oath, which they avoid as worfe than 
perjury, accounting a man, who cannot be believed 
without bringing God for a witnefs, as a liar, and 
unworthy of confidence. 

Their reve. They hold the works and writings of the an- 

renee for _ cients in great veneration, and felec& from them what 

sncqeny- is conducive to the benefit of their minds and bo- 
dies, as in the cafes of ethics, or morals, or remedies 
for difeafes, the virtues of plants, metals, minerals, 
and the like. 

Form and When any perfon is difpofed to become a member 

method of of the fociety, he is not immediately admitted, but 

inte the fo. Prefcribed the mode of living for one whole year, 

cicty, ‘and prefented with an axe, a girdle, and a white gar- 
ment. If, in that courfe of time, he has given evi- 
dence of hiscontinence, they, infome refpect, change 
his diet, and allow him the benefit of the water of 
purification. But he is not permitted to enter the 
refectory till he has pailed a two years probation 
of his integrity ; upon which trial he is taken into 
the fociety upon the following conditions : 

Conditions Leis firtt to bind himfelf, by folemn oaths, tolove 

fpecified. and worfhip God, and obferve juftice towards man; 


to injure no one of his own accord, nor at the com-~- 
mand or periuafion of others; to declare himfelf an 
enemy to the wicked, and a friend to the righteous ; 
to fhew fidelity toallimen, and efpecially to thofe in 
authority, as they are the minifters of God by his 
own appointment. He is likewife to declare, thar 
if ever he fhould attain to an elevated ftation, he 
will never abufe that power to the injury of thofe 
who are fubordinate to him, nor diftinguith himfelf 
by any peculiar ornament of drefs ; that he will 
love and embrace the truth, and reprove thole who 
{peak falfhood. He binds himfelf alfo to keep his 
hands clear from theft and fraudulent dealing, and 
his mind from the defire of unlawful gains. He 
{wears that he will not conceal trom thofe of his own 
fect any of the myfteries of his religion, nor com- 
municate any of their doctrines to others, though it 
fhould be to fave his life: and finally, that he will 
communicate their doctrines in no other manner 
than as he received them himfelf; and will preferve 
the books belonging to their fect, and the names of 
thofe by whom they are written. 


Thofe who are deteéted in heinous offences are 
excluded the fociety, and generally come to a mife- 
rable end, as they are bound by oath not to receive 
even amorfel of bread from the hand of a ftranger, 
and thus compelled to graze like beafts till they 
perifh. In this diftrefs the fociety fometimes com- 
paffionates a cafe, and receives the delinquent again, 
deeming the punifhment, in fome degree, an atone- 
ment for the offence. 


Their tia Inthe adminiftration of juftice they are fingularly 


juttice, ftric&t ; determining nothing without the concur- 
rence of at leaft an hundred voices; and from their 
fentence once paffed there is no appeal. 

Theirrevee Next to the fupreme authority of God himfelf 

rence for they hold in reverence that of their legiflator, 


ieirtesila- (MA ofes,) whomif any one blafphemes, heis punifhed 

with death. They afcribe great honour to their el- 
ders, and to the majority of the people; deeming it 
highly reafonable to obey the one, and hearken to 
the other. When there are ten members in coun- 
cil, no particular one is to fpeak if the other nine are 
againft ir. They hold it indecent, and even immo- 
ral, to {pit towards the middle of the affembly, or 
upon the right hand of it, 


They obferve the fabbath with greater ftrictnefs 
than any other fect of the Jews; as they notonly pre- 
pare their food the preceding day, to avoid kindling 
a fire upon that day, but will not move an utenfil 
trom one place to another. 


Peculiar 

Rrictuels in 
the obferv- 
ance of the 


fabbach, 


tus JEWS. ree 


, Lhofe who profefs thefe tenets and practices, are Precei 
divided into four forts, according to their refpedtive tofenany, 
obligations. The younger are reputed fo much in. 
ferior to their elders, that if the fenior is touched 
by the junior, he muft purify as it were upon the 
contact of a itranger. 


They live to a great age, many of them an hun- Their. 
dred years and upwards, which muft be afcribed tg sn 
the fimplicity of their diet, and their remperance in @="** 
general, They are alfo firm and hardy, contemnine 
the miferies of life, and accounting an honourable The 
death more defirable than an inglorious exiltence. "6 
Indeed our war with the Romans abundantly proves 
this part of their character; as, upon divers occa. 
fions, neither burning, or the mofl exquifiterorture 
could force from them an irreverent word of their 
legiflator, or the breach of one of their rites or ce- 
remonies. ‘T'ortures they alfo endured not only 
without fupplication and tears, but with chearful- 
nefs of countenance, defying the tormentors, and 
yielding up their breath with ferenity and compo- 
fure, in the affurance of exchanging the pretent life 
tor a better in future. 


They firmly believe the mortality of the body; 7 
and that the foul, being of the fame nature with the 2-4 
fubtilett air, is incorruptible and immortal, and by ™" 
a kind of attraction enclosed in the body as ina pris 
fon; but that when it fhall be freed from thefe cor- 
poreal bonds, or from a long flavery, it {hall alcend 
to the region of blifs. This tenet feems to corret-. 
pond with a certain opinion of the Greeks, who 
conceit that there is a region beyond the ocean, 
where there are neither rain, fun, or raging heats, 
but only gentle refrefhing breezes: this they make 
the refidence of the ble{t in a future ftate. As for 
the wicked, on the other hand, they ftand, in their 
opinion, condemned to impetuous tempetts, de- 
{troying frofts, and everlafting agonies and groans. 


This is analogous to what Grecian fabulifts relate 
of the fortunate iflands, defcribing them as places 
fet apart for the beatific enjoyment of thole glori- 
ous {pirits they call heroes and demi-gods. They 
have alfo their hades, or hell, which their fabulitts 
inform usis an infernal pit, where Sifyphus, ‘Tan- 
talus, Ixion, ‘Tityus, and the like, are configned to 
different, but eternal, plagues and torments. ‘This 
is built on the firft fuppofition that fouls are immor- 
tal, and from thence are derived exhortations tovil- 
tue, and diffuafives from vice; for good men are 
rendered better, even in this world, by the hopes of 
reward in another; and the vehement inclinations or 
bad men are reftrained by the fear and expectation 
they are in, although their wickednels may be, 10 
fome meafure, concealed in this life, of fuffering ecter- 
nal punifhmentafter death. ‘Chefe are the doctrines 
of the Effenes concerning the fubject of che foul; 
and we find very few, when once they have imbibed 
the fame, that ever depart from it. 


There are amongft the Effenes thofe who pretend 
to the {pirit of prophecy, founding their prefages ;, 
upon holy writ, and ufing preparatory puriications fr 
to ft them for the work ; and it is obfervable that 
they feldom fail in their predictions. 


There is another order of Effenes, agreeing with * 
the former as to meats, manners, and laws, but dit- 
fering from it in the point of marriage, as thinking 
that, by not marrying, they cutoff lucceffion, anc 
thereby tend to extinguifh the human race. ne 
woman, however, mult be fubject to a three ee. 
probation; and if fhe fhould be found in a concer 
tion for child bearing, fhe is to be reputed, after 
that trial, qualified for wedlock. ‘Thus much for 
the Effenes, 


The Pharifees are profeffors of the law, 7 eh 
learned in the Jewifh rites and ceremonies. ee 
irk article of their creed is, in effect, that fate an’ 
Providence do all; and yet that, whether we do ae 
or ill, it is much in our own power, only thar Oo 
tiny interpofes fometimes in this or that Dae ike: 
They believe the foul to be immortal. They by i 
wife believe a tranfmigration of the fouls of go 


pi : ne 
meninto other bodies; but, at thefame time, that oe 
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{fouls of the wicked are tran{mitted toa ftate of ever- 
Jaiting woe. 


The Sadducees, ontheother hand, abfolutely deny 
fate, affirming that God can do no ill, and that he 
leaves men ac liberty to do what they litt. They 
have good and evil before them, and they take their 
choice. The former fect are fociable, and live upon 
cood terms with one another, while the latter are 
harth and il-natured among themiclves, and abfo- 
Jacely inhuman and intolerable to ftrangers. But 
to return to the main fubject. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Death of Auguftus Cefar. Succeffion of Tiberius. Pi- 
late made governor of Fudea. Al tumult upon con- 
veying Cafar’s enfigns into Ferufalem. Pilate fum- 
gions the “fews under a colour.of hearing. Is induced, 
by the generous behaviour of the Fews, toremove the 
enfigns. Another tumult occafioned by a tax upon the 
holy treafure. Agrippa complains of Herod to Tibe- 
rins, and, in confequence of an expreffion to Cais, 1s 
kept prifoner till the death of that enrperor. Caius 
Cafar fuccecds Tiberius, and advances Agrippa. Le- 
rod, ai the inflance of Herodias, fecks the favour of 
Caius. Deaths of Herod and Herodias in exile in 
Spain, 


WE ethnarchy of Archelaus being now_re- 
duced into a province, the two brethren, He- 
rod and Philip, (called Antipas,) continued in the 
adminiftration of their terrarchies. Salome, upon 
her demife, bequeathed her toparchy to Livia, the 
wife of Auguitus, together with Jamnia, and a 
plantation of palm-trees at Phafaelis. 


Auguttus dying after a reign of fifty-feven years, 
fix months, and twodays, Tiberius, the fonof Livia, 
fucceeded tothe Roman empire. Philip, the tetrarch, 
builtacity in Paneas, which he called Caefarea, and 
another in Gaulanitis, which he called Julias.. Ti- 
berias in Galilee was built by Herod, as was Julias 
in Perea, 


Pilate being appointed governor of Judzea by 
Tiberius, fecretly conveyed, by night, into the city, 
certain enfigns, with the image of Caefar infcribed 
upon them. This excited a tumule amongft the 
Jews, who were alarmed at fo flagrant a prophana- 
, tion of their religion, and violation of their liber- 
ties, as the introduétion of images to the city was a 
thing totally forbidden. This tumult in town was 
tpeedily inflamed by a vaft concourfe of people from 
all parts of the province; in confequence of which 
the Jews went in a great body ro Caefarea, to move 
Pilate for relief, and there earneftly befought him 
to be tender of their laws, and order the removal 
of the images out of the city. Upon Pilate’s in- 
attention to their requeft, they fell proftrate, and in 
that pofture continued immoveable five days and as 
many nights. 
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On the fixth day Pilate mounted the tribunal, 
which was in the great court, and called to him the 
multitude, as if defirous of giving them an_an- 
iwer; when fuddenly, upon a fignal given, the Jews 
were furrounded with armed troops; and Pilate, in 
the inflancof their confternation, declared thatevery 

~ Man fhould die, unlefs they admitted the images into 
seo the city, and gave intimation to the foldiers to draw 
their fwords. The Jews, in this ftate of terror, caft 
themlel ves proftrateone and all before him, ftretched 
out their necks, and offered themilelves to the exe- 
Cution, crying out with one voice, that they would 
rather die than jee the prophanation of their Jaws. 
Pilate was fo aftonifhed at the daring zeal of chete 
People in defence of their religion, chat he gave im- 
mediate orders to have the ftatues removed. 


raeeistumule was followed by another.. The Jews 
Piletel aed treafure, which they callcorban, and 
q ae aia a tax upon it towards the charge of aque- 

ucts for the bringing in of water-at the diftance of 


t 
three nundted furlongs. The common people were 
» 3T 
3h 
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fo irritated at this impofition, that they came with 
complaints to Pilate abouz it as he fat upon the tri- 
bunal. But he had caution to provide againit a tu- 
mult, by intermixing foldiers in difguile with the 
multitude, to be in readinels to fall on whenever a 
fignal fhould be given; but, in calé of riot, to ufe 
ftaves only, and not their fwords. The people grow- 
ing clamorous, Pilate gave the foldiers the fignal, 
who did execution according to their orders. Many 
of the Jews were deftroyed, tome dying by blows, 
fome crowded and trampled to death, and others pe- 
rifhing in the purfuit.. ‘he multitude, alarmed at 
this chaitifement, ceafed from murmuring ; fo that 
this jevericy put an end to the tumult. 


In the mean time Agrippa, the fon of that Arif- 
tobulus who was put to death by his father Herod, 
went to Tiberius with a complainet againit Herod 
the tetrarch. ‘Tiberius did noc attend to the accu- 
fation; fo that Agrippa continued at Rome in the 
condition of a private man, and made his court tv 
pertons of the firft quality, and in particular to Caius, 
the fon of Germanicus. Regaling him upon a cer- 
tain occalion with a collation, Agrippa took an op- 
portunity, in the hour of conviviality, of exclaim- 
ing, *S how joyful he fhould be in teeing Caius em- 
peror of the world inftead of ‘Tibernnus.”  Vhis 
being told to the latter by one of the company, he 
ordered him cto be put in chains, and hardly treated 
in prifon for the courfe of fix months; at the expi- 
ration of which he departed this life himtelf, after a 
reign of twenty-two years, fix months, and three 

ays. 


Caius Czefar, upon his fuccecding to the empire, 
difcharged Agrippa, and gave him the tetrarchy of 
Philip, who was now dead, with the ticle of king 
annexed. The advancement of Agrippa excited 
theenvy and ambition of Herod the tetrarch, which 
were not a little inflamed by his wite Herodias, who 
reproached him for his floth, and told him it was 
only becaufe he would not attend Cacfar, that he 
was deprived of greater dignity; Jor fince the em- 
peror had made Agrippa king trom a private per- 
fon, it was much more probable that he would pro- 
mote him from a tetrarch to that rank. ‘L‘hefe ar- 
guments foliar prevailed with Herod, that he repaired 
to Caius; but was followed by Agrippa, in order 
to prefer accufations againft hig ‘The emperor 
was fo far from gratifying his ambition, that he re- 
proved him feverely, and gave his tetrarchy to 
Agrippa, in confequence of which he retired to 
Spain with his wife, and there died in exile. 


CHAP. IX. 

Cains C.cfar arrogates divine honours, His horrid cru- 
elties. He orders Petronius, one of his generals, to 
fel up his flatue in the temple, and put all malecon- 
tents tothe fword. Petronius advances with an army 
from Antioch towards Judea.  Defcription of Pto- 
lemais. The Fews repair thither, and petition Pe- 
tronius, who fummons them to Tiberias, and there 
reafons the cafe with them. Le relents, and difiniffes 
the court withoul coming to any refolution. Promifes 
his mediation with Cxfar. Writes to the emperor to 
that purport. He orders him tobe put to death, but 
bis own premature fate prevents the execution. 


O elated was Caius Cacfar with his fortune, that 
he had the vanity to affume the name of a god, 
and afpire to divine honours. His cruelty alfo kept 
pace with his blafphemy, for he cut off great num- 
bers of the Roman nobility, and extended his bar- 
barity to Judea, whither he fent his general Pe- 
tronius, charged with a commiffion to fet up his fla- 
tue in the temple, and put every individual to the 
{word who fhould dare to make the leaft oppofition, 
and make flaves of all the reft of the Jews. But 
the Divine Providence interpofed and defeated his 
defigns. 


Petronius marched with all expedition from An- 
tioch towards Judaea with three legions, and acon- 
fiderable number of auxiliaries out of Syria. ‘The 
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report of this expedition gained no credic with the 
greater part of the Jews, nor were thofe who_be- 
lieved it in a condition to put themfelves in a pofture 
of defence: but when the army advanced as far 
as Prolemais, they were ftruck with an univerial 
confternation: 


Ptolemais is a city upon the coaft of Galilee, fitu- 
and encompaffed with 
mountains. Thaton the eatft fide, at the diftance of 
fixty furlongs, belongs to Galilee: that on the fouth 
to Carmel, which is diftant an hundred and twenty 
furlongs: that on the north is the higheft of them 
all, called, by the people of the country, ‘* The 
ladder of the Tyrians,” and diftant alfo an_hun- 
dred and twenty furlongs. The fall river Belus 
runs by it at the diftance of two furlongs. Not far 
from it ftands Memnon’s fepulchre, bordering upon 
a profpect of near an hundred cubits over, which 
has fomething in it well worthy of oblervation. 
‘There is the appearance. of a round valley, that 
yields a kind of glaffy fand. It is carried off by 
Shipping; and as faft as they fetch it away, the winds 
from the fummit of the mountains fill the place 
again. It is the nature of the foil to curn every 
thing to glafs that comes into it; and, what is more 
extraordinary, that glaffy fand, whichis fuperfiluous, 
once removed out of the place, becomes common 
Sand again. 


In this flate of confternation the Jews, with their 
wives and children, went to Petronius at Prolemais, 
and there befought him for their country’s fake, and 
their own, not to enforce the violation of their laws, 
to the utter deftruction of fo many wretched people. 
Petronius was prevailed upon by the number of 
the fupplicants, and their deplorable condition, to 
Jeave his army, and the ftatues of Caefar, at Ptole- 
mais, advance towards Galilee, and fummon the 
Jews, of all ranks and degrees, to attend him at Ti- 
berias. Being there affembled, he entered upon a 
detail of the ftrength and power of the empire, 
and the menaces of Ceefar, adding, that this requett 
was a tacit affront, as they could claim no right to 
difpute thefe orders, to which all the tubjects of the 
Roman empire, befides themfelves, had fubmitted ; 
which was the placing of the emperor’s itatues in 
the temples amongft thole of their othergods. He 
added, that their oppofition was little fhort of a re- 
volt, and would be confidered by Czzlar as the moft 
palpable indignity. 


They had only to alledge, that the laws and cuf- 
toms of their couhtry would not allow them to {fer 
up any images whatever, cither of God or man, or 
in any place whatioever, either facred or prophane. 
Petronius replied, that he was underas indifpenfable 
a neceffity of obeying the injunctions of the empe- 
ror his matter, as they were of thofe of their legifla- 
tor; fo that, in confequence of tranfgreffing in their 
favour, he muft be liable to punifhment, being as 
much under command as they were. Hereupon the 
whole multitude exclaimed, that they were ready to 
lay down their lives in vindication of their laws. 


When the outcry fubfided, Petronius demanded 
if they were refolved to take up arms again{t Ceefar ? 
Vhey not only replied in the negative, but declared 
that not a day paffed but they offered up facrifices 
for the profperity of Czfar, and the whole Roman 
people; but that, if he was determined to place 
images in the temple, he would make the nation of 
the Jews one common facrifice, as they were ready 
to expofe themfelves, with their wives and children, 
Petronius was {fo affected 
by this demonftration of invincible ardour, for the 
prefervation of their religion, in the unanimous re- 
jolution of fo vait a multitude, that he difmilfed 
them without coming to a final decifion. 


OF 


Petronius then affembled the higher clafs in pri- 
vate, and the multitude in public; and fometimes 
had recourfe to perfuafion and advice, but chiefly 
to threatenings, infifting upon the power of the 
Romans, the high dilpleafure of Calar, and the 
neceffity he was under of obeying his injunctions. 
But when he found that no confideration would pre- 
vail with chem, and that the feed rime was almott 
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- bearers of this order were detained three months by 
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elapfed, having employed fifteen days inurejng +: 

fuit, he told them that, for their Gee. he oer Here 

mined to expofe himfelf to a defperate hazard, in ce side 
tempting to fatisfy Caefar, in failure of which hi Bhs 

lite would bear ftake. He then difmiffed the mul ie 
titude, who offered up_a thoufand prayers for his 
profperity, and drew off his army from Prolemais 
to Antioch. From thence he immediately rant. 
mitted to Ceefar an account of the manner in which 
he entered Judawa, of the petition in which the 
whole nation joined, and the danger to which the 
whole province would be expofed in cafe of denial. & 
They defired nothing more, he obferved, than the ; 
maintenance of their laws againft all innovations, 








Caius very concifely anfwered the epiftle of Pe. | 
tronius, by an order for putting bim to death for not 
executing his command; but tt fo fell out that the 


contrary winds; and, in the mean time, Petronius : 
received intelligence of the death of the emperor by 5 
a quicker paflage, twenty-feven days before the ar. 
rival of the other. 





CrIAP. X. 


Claudius declared emperer by the army. Ee is oppofed 
by the fenate. Agrippa courted both by Claudius a 
the fenate. Efpoufes the intereft of Claudius. Hin 
raugues in juftification of Claudius and the ariny. Ar 
Swer of the fenate to Agrippa. Of Claudius to tre 
Jenate. A foldier ftands up for the honour of Clau- \ 
dius. Defertion of the foldiers followed by that of the 
Senate. “Agrippa prevents the deftruétion of the par 
tizans of Claudius. Claudius acquires popularity, | 
Sacrifices in form. Beountifully rewards Agrippa and | 
Herod. The immenfe wealth and power of the foraxr. 
Ternfalem is walled in. Death of Agrippa at Ce- | 
farca, Defcendants of Alexander and Ariftobulus. 


ATIUS Cecfar being taken off by treachery, after 7,1: 
he had maintained the imperial fway three years sen: 

and ix months, Claudius was advanced to the go- 7 
yvernment by the army, which was then at Rome. ¢ 
The confuls Sentius Saturninus and Pomponius Se- ’ 
cundus appointed, according to the refolution of the u 
fenate, three regiments of foldiers for the guard of 
the city, whilft they met in the capitol, determined '** 
to oppote the elevation of Claudius, on account of 
the barbarous treatment they had met with from 
Caius, as well as from a defign of reftoring the aril- 
tocratical form of government, when men of rank 
and integrity were taken into adminiftration. Ac 
this time Agrippa happening to be at Rome, he was 
invited into the council by the fenate, and into the 
camp by Claudius, as a confiderable, addition, to 
what party foever he efpoufed. Agrippa finding 
Claudius emperor in effeét, efpoufed his incerelt, Ef 
and was immediately employed upon an embaffy to © 
the fenate. He reprefented to them, upon the occa- 
fion, ‘© Thatthe army’s fetting him up.as emperor 
was an aét.of abfolute force, in which his will wes 
totally unconcerned ; that it being paffed, he coul 
not recede with honour or fafety, as it would pro- 
voke them to revenge if he fhould feem infenfible 
of the obligation; infitting, again and again, on tne 
danger he muift inevitably incur by a pufillanimous 
refignation of the power vefted in hin by the grand 
bulwark of the empire. He added, that fince the 
main point was gained, and he was in poffeffion of 
the government, Claudius had determined with him- 
felf to attend and execute the office, not as a tyrant 
to domineer at will and pleafure, but as a prince [0 
exprefs the tendereft regard for the welfare and pro- 
fperity of his people. That he fhould content him- 
felf with the honour of the name’of emperor, 20" 
in cates of importance, be ever ready to hearken (@ 
the advice of the fenate, as the exemplary fate © 
Caius was a warning to him to exercile moder 
gion, 
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When Agrippa had proceeded thus far in bis r 
drels, the fenate, relying upon their credit NA 
army, and the prudence of their own councils, ea 
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him this concife reply, ‘‘ That they were nota body 
phy to be made voluntary flaves.” Agrippa reported 
uae Y che aniwer to Claudius, who fent him back ro aifure 
Pit hem, “ That Claudios was noc a man to betray 
his friends that raifed him to the empire: that he 
was much concerned ac the thought of entering into 
adilpuce with the fenate; but if it mutt come to 2 
decilion by dint of arms, he defired they would ap- 
poinc fome {pot of ground without the city for the 
4 place of action, as it would be dreadful, beyond con- 
as ception, to have Rome laid in blood and afhes to 
eratity the humour of a few rath and turbulent 
people.” With this meflage Agrippa was charged 
by Claudius to the fenate, and he accordingly de- 
livered it. 


Book II. oe 








At this very critical juncture of aMnirs, one of the 
foldiers then prefent, belonging to thefenare, ttood 
forth, and drawing his tword, thus exclaimed : 
“ My brave companions, why are we thus at dag- 
gers with our bett friends, and upon the brink of 
«ey civil war only ror adhering co Claudius, anem- 
* peror of fpotlels character, and a prince whom we 
*“thould rather treat with duty and refpect as our 
“ nrocector, than threaten with arms as an enemy?” 
Having thus fpoken, he marched through the whole 
fenate, followed by the reil of the foldiers. This 
detertion fo itarmed the nobility, that, co avoid more 
{erious confequences, they gave over oppolition, and 
following the example of the foldiery, went their 
way, and declared for Claudius. In the mean time 
divers of the male-content party Jay upon the watch, 
with cheir Swords drawn, under che walls, to difpatch 
them at their coming out; and chey would have been 
allcut off, before Czefar could have had any know- 
ledge of the matter, had not Agrippa given timely. 
notice £0 prevent it; telling Czefar plainly, that it 
he did not retrain the licence of the army, efpecially 
toward the nobility, an univerfal maflacre would 
fhortly enfue, and, inftead of being matter of a glo- 
rious empire, it would leave him only prince of a 
depopulated nation. Claudius, prevailed on by the 
Mette advice of Agrippa, reftrained the violence of the 
* tae foldiery, received the fenate into the camp with due 
honours, and then went out with them, according to 
cultom, to offer vows and facrifices for the profperity 
of the empire. [fe beftowed upon Agrippa not 
only his father’s kingdomentire, but, overandabove, 
thole places’ chat Auguitus had conferred upon He- 
rod, as ‘T'rachon and Auranitis, with what was 
called che kingdom of Lyfanias, appointing the par- 
ticulars of this grant to be notilied by proclamation 
to the people; and giving it likewile in charge to the 
Jenace, to have it cut in brals, and fet up in the capi- 
tol. | iegave the kingdom of Chalcis to LIerod, the 
brother of Agrippa, who was become his fon-in law, 
by his marriage with Berenice, his daughter. 
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The wealth and power of Agrippa now exceeded 
the bounds of imagination; nor did he iquander 
what he had acquired in vain and trifling objeéts. 
Tis rit undertaking was the walling in of Jerufa.. 
lem, which, had it been brought to perfection, would 
nave rendered ic impracticable for the Romans to 








name was Agrippa. Being very young when his fa- 
ther died, Claudius reduced the kingdom into a pro- 
vince, and made Cufpius Fadus governors and after 
iin Piderius Alexander, who making no innova- 
tions in the laws and cuftomis of the counrry, pre- 
lerved the public peace. A little after this died 
Pero. governor of Chalcis, and left, by Berenice, 
the daughter of his brother, two fons, Berenicianus 
co Hyrcanus ; and by Mariamne, his former wife, 
gens There was enother brother named A- 
ane us, jvho died in a private ftation, and left a 
Shieeat” whofe name was Jotapa. Thefe, as before 
Ofileect et the children of Ariftobulus, the fon 
oe Ofer ut Alexander and Ariftobulus were the 
tee os by Martamne, who were flain at the 
Pole eee Tel father. The pofterity of Alexander 
td afterwards in the Greater Armenia, 


ae take it by fiege. Bur, after three years reign as king, 
g he died at Cefarea, and left the work unfinifhed, 
i. having governed three years before in quality of te- 
£ trarch. He left three daughters by Cypris, Bere- 
in nice, Mariamne, and Drufifla; and one fon, whofe 
ft 
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CHAP. XI. 


Herod of Chaleis dying, is fucceeded by Agrippa, as 
is Tiberius Alexander by Cumanus. An infult of- 
fered by a Roman foldier to the Fows occafions a tu- . 
mult, Ten thenfand Fews are taken off. A Roman 
Soldier tears the backs of the law. The offender put 
to death by order of Cumanus. Adifpute betwixt the 
Jews of Galilee and thofe of Samaria, An univerfel 
tumult in Ferufalem, Kleazar aud Alexander ravage 
and murder in the villages. Fudiea infefted with rob- 
bers. Complaint made to Quadratus, who goes to 
Serufalem to be farther informed. Cafar gives Cr- 
manus and the Sumariens on bearing at Rome, Tle 
paffes judgment againft the Samariauns, and orders 
the execution ef it, Death of Claudius, and fucceegion 
of Nero, a moft flagitious and abandoned prince. 


WN the death of Herod, who reigned in Chalcis, Asrippa the 
Claudius introduced Agrippa, the fon of A- Pn ieceeda 

grippa, jato the kingdom of his uncle; and Cuma- dom ef be 
nus fucceeded ‘Viberius Alexander in the govern- uncle 
ment of Judawa. During the time of his adminiflra- 
tion the Jews fell into new grievances and dittur- 
bances. ‘Lhe people being atlembled together in 
valt numbers at Jerufalem, to celebrate the feait of 
unleavened bread, and a band of foldiers being tka- 
tioned ac the gate of the temple, as was cufkomary ai 
upon thole occalions, to prevent tumults, one of the A leldier 
foldiers turned his back, and ttood in an indecent wane at 
pofture cowards the Jews. ‘Uhis put the whole mul- Jemfalem- 
titude in tuch a rage, that they prefled in throngs to 
Cumanus for juiice upon the foldier for that af- 
front; and rhole who were mott tumultuous amongit 
them bean to tone the foldiers. Cumanus, ap- 
prehendsng further mitchier fiom a popular outrage, 
fent a reinforcemence of men to fuppore the former 
band. his fo alarmed the Jews, that they prefed 
to get out of the temple with all hafle, infomuch Many of 
that the paflages were fo crowded, that ten thoufand fs Jews 
of them were trodden and Jqueezed to death. “Lhis ‘ 
accident rendered it a melancholy folemnity to the 
whole nation. Vears and wringing of hands were 
fecn in every houfe; nor was there a Lamily bur had 
a fhare in the mourning. 


There foon followed another calamity, which arofe 
from a tumult occafioned by robbers. One Stephen, 
adomeftic of Crefar’s, carrying fome furniture from 
Bethoron, was fect upon and ‘robbed by a band of 
thieves. Upon this Cumanus fene a party to ap~ another ty 
prehend the people in thencighbouring villages, anal muit. . 
bring them bound to him, making them refponfible 
for not purfuing ant taking the robbers. While ‘ihe hooks 
they were upon this enquiry, a foldier happening, ee 
in the fearch, cto lay his hands upon the books of feldier. 
Motes, rent them in pieces, and threw them into the 
fire. ‘Lhe Jews affeimbled in an inftant as if the 
whole country had been in a flame, and, actuared 
by the moft fiery zeal for their religion, haftened to 
Cumanus at Cefarea, and there preffed him moft 
importunately not to fuffer the wretch to efcape 
unpunifhed, who had offered fo daring an infult to 
God and his facred Jaws. Cumanus, finding there 
was no appealing the enraged muleitude without 
fome fort of fatisfaétion, commanded the foldier to 
be brought out, and put to death in the Gght of 
the whole field, which putting an end to the tu- 
mult, the Jews departed. 


There happened, at the fame time, an unfortunate 4 guarvet 
difference between the Jews of Galilee and thofe at between the 
Samaria. There was a certain Jew of Galilee paf- Jew? of Sa- 
fing through a village called Geman, in the great Gates” 
plain of Samaria, that was there killed as he was 
going up to Jerufalem to worfhip at a folemn fefli- 
val. The people of Galilee, upon this, drew oura 
body to revenge themlelves upon the Samarians by. 
arms: but the better fort applied to Cumanus, and 
adviled him by all means, before the difpute went 
too far, to go over to Galilee, and, upon ftriét en- 
quiry into the matter, fee ju&ice done on the mur- 

derers. 
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derers. Cumanus having other concerns in hand, 
difmiffed the petitioners without entering into the 
caufe. The report of this outrage afterwards reach- 
ing Jerulalem, foenraged the whole multitude, that, 
leaving the bufinefs of the day, they determined, 
without either officer or order, to fall upon Samaria, 
in fpite of the efforts of fuperiors to reftrain them. 
The ringleaders of this robbery and murder were 
Eleazar, the fon of Dinzeus, and Alexander, who 
breaking into the borders of Acrabatena, laid wafte 
all before them, and put men, women, and chil- 
dren to the iword. 


Cumanus, upon receiving intelligence of this ra- 
vage, came with a party of horfe to the relief of the 
country, took many of Eleazar’s band, and cut off 
many more. The remainder of this rabble com- 
mitted {uch depredations in Samaria, that the great 
officers and leading men of Jerulalem went out with 
mournful appearance, and ufed every art and ar- 
gument to prevail with them to defift from their 
outrages. They entreated them not to deftroy Je- 
rulalem to be revenged of Samaria, to have pity 
upon their country, their temple, their city, their 
wives, which were all at ftake, and not to facrifice 
all that was dear to them in this world in revenge 
tor the lois of one poor Galilean. The Jews at 
length became cool, and the tumults fubfided. 


It might now be faid to be the period of univer- 
fal rapine, in which the main bufinefs of the people 
‘was to prey upon each other; and the moft power- 
ful plundered the lower clais of their countrymen. 
Numidius Quadratus being then governor of Sy- 
ria, feveral of the heads of the Samarians applied 
to himat Tyre, witha heavy complaint againt{t the 
tobbers that infefted that country. There were di- 
vers of the leading men of the Jews then prefent, 
and amongtt the reft Jonathan, the fon of Ananus, 
the high-prieft, who turned the blame upon the Sa- 
marians as the firft authors of the tumult in the 
death of the Galilean. He charged the confequences 
alfo upon Cumanus, for not bringing the offender 
to juftice in due time. 


Quadratus, having heard the caufe, deferred the 
further confideration of it till he came into Judzea, 
where he might receive more particular informa- 
tion. He then went to Cefarea, and there caufed 
all thofe that Cumanus had taken alive to be put to 
death. From thence he proceeded to Lydda, where 
he heard the Samarian caufe over again, and ordered 
eighteen leading men of the Jews to be beheaded, as 
they were found to: have been abettors of the tu- 
mults. He fent the two high-priefts, Jonathan and 
Ananias, with Ananus, the ion of Ananias, and 
fome other Jews of the firft rank, to Calar, toge- 
ther wich fome noble Samarians. Fe alfo ordered 
Cumanus, and Celos, the tribune, away to Rome, to 
Give an account of what had been done to Claudius. 
Elaving thus Anifhed thefe matters, he went up to 
Jerufalem from Lydda, and finding the multitude 
celebrating their feaft of unleavened bread without 
any tumult, he returned to Antioch. 


‘When the parties repaired toRome, where Agrip- 
pa appeared a zealous advocate for the Jews, and 
Cumanus was fupported by fome weighty friends, 
Ceefar, hearing the refpective cafes, gave fentence 
againtt the Samarians, condemning threeof the moft 
powerful of them to be beheaded ; Cumanus to be 
banifhed ; Celos, the tribune, to be fent boundto Je- 
rufalem, delivered over to the Jews to be tormented, 
his body drawn round the city, and then beheaded. 


He conftituted Felix, the brother of Pallas, go- 
vernor of Judzea, Samaria, Galilee, and Perea; and 
preferred Agrippa from Chalcis to a greater domi- 
nion, giving him the tetrarchy that had belonged to 
Philip, which contained Batanea, Trachon, and Gau- 
lanitis, ftuperadding the kingdom of Lyfanias, and 
the province which Varus had governed. 


When Claudius Crefar had reigned thirteen years, 
eight months, and twenty days, he departed this 
life, and left the fucceffion to Nero, whom his wife 
Agrippina had artfully introduced to the empire, 
notwithitanding, he had at that time a legitimate fon, 
Britannicus, by his firft wife Meffalina, anda daugh- 
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ter, Octavia, whom he married to Nero. 
alfo another daughter, by Petina, called Aaa 


No man, perhaps, perverted power and wealth 
more than Nero to the injury of others, as appears 
from the imbruing his hands in the blood of his Skthet 
brother, his wife, andhismother. He merited the ach 
complicated charaéter of tyrant and buffoon, in. mee 
compatible as they may feem; for he not only exer. 
cifed the moft horrid barbarities towards his neareft 


relations, but introduced fubjects of dignity and 
importance ina moft ridiculous point of view upon 
the public flage. But as the hiftory of this em- 
peror is fo generally known, I fhall pafs over trivial 
matters, and confine myfelf to thofe particulars in 


which the Jews were chiefly concerned. 


CHAP. XH. 


Nero’s liberality to Ariftobulus and Agrippa. Felix 
chaftifes the robbers. Anew fet of free-booters, called 
Sicarii. Fonathan, the high-prieft, the firft that fell 
by their hands. Anarchy and confufion prevail through- 
out Ferufalem. Dangerous effects of enthufiafin, fe- 
duction, and impofiure. A magician pretends to the 
Spirit of prophecy, and marches with thirty thonfand 
followers towards Ferufalem. Felix meets and totally 
routs him. A lawlefs banditti perfuade the Fews to 
revolt. An outrageous tumult between the Fews and 
Syriaus. The matter in difpute finally referred to 
Cafar. Felix is fucceeded by Feftus. 


NES O, foon after his acceffion to the imperial 
dignity, conferred upon Ariftobulus, the fon yes, 
of Herod, king of Chalcis, the government of Ar- mi 
menia the Leifer, and annexed four more cities to b= 
the territory of Agrippa; that is to fay, Abila and 
Julias in Perzea; and in Galilee, Tarichee and Ti- 
berias, with their dependencies. ‘The remainder of 
Judzea he gave to Felix, who was no fooner vetted 
with his commiffion, than he went in queft of the 
robbers, took Ejleazar, their leader, with feveral 
others, and fent them all bound to Rome, after 
they had ravaged the country for the fpace of twenty geist 
years ; fo that the number of robbers whom he cau- tien«- 
fed to be put to death, and the country people that bss 
joined them, was almoft incredible. 


Thefe ruffians were no fooner fuppreffed, than 
there fprang up another fet of robbers, under the 
name of Sicarii, from /ica, the weapon they ufed. 
They made no icruple of executing their deftruc- 
tive practices in the open day, and in the very , 
ftreets of Jerufalem. Their cuftom was to carry 5, 
fhortdaggers under their garments, and mixing with cc. 
the multitude at feftivals in particular, deal death 
around them without being detected. They con- 
tinued this horrid practice fome time, not only with, 
out difcovery, but without being fo much as ful- | 
pected. The firft man flain by thefe affaffins was: 
Jonathan, the high-prieft ; after which not a day | 
paffed without feveral executions of the fame kind. yn. 
This occafioned a general alarm, infomuch, that 
the apprehenfion was almoft as dreadful as the mil- 
chief itfelf; and it was as dangerous to walk che 
{treets as to be in a field of battle. Every man ac 
a diftance was fufpeéted for an enemy; nor coulc 
even reputed friends be trufted upon their approach 
to each other. Nor was the utmoft watchfulnels, 
and minuteft caution, a fufficient fecurity, 10 dex- 
terous were thefe bravos in the exercife of cheir 
profeffion. 


There ftarted up at this time another fort of mil- The: 
creants, who did more mifchief with their tongues ¢ 
than the others did with their weapons. They ince’ , 
no blood, indeed, but caufed more deftruction by ti 
their pernicious do€trines than the others did wit 
theirdaggers,raifing diforder and confufionthrougn- 
out the city. Thefe were impoftors and feducers, 
who, under pretenceof divine infpiration, inculcatee 
vague opinions and abfurd innovations. They drew 
the multitude into woods and folitudes, pretending 


that God would there fet them at perfect liberty,and 
9 
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reveal himfelf ro them by fuch tokens from heav 
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as would give them infallible affurance of it. Felix 
forefaw the defign of this proceeding, and was con- 
vinced of the neceffity of nipping the attempt of a 
revolt in the bud; fo that he ent out a body of 
horle and foot in purfuit of thefe enthufiatts, which 
deftroyed great numbers of their difciples and fol- 


lowers. 


Thefe milchiefs were followed by thofe of an 
Egyptian pretender, that proved more fatal to the 
Jews than the former. He was a: magician, but 
pailed tor a prophet, and railed a fet of followers, 
to the number of about 30,000, whom lie inveigled 
into his trammels. TVhete deluded people he led, by 
the way of the wildernefs, to mount Olivet, propo- 
fing to march thence to Jerufalem, expel the Ro- 
man garrifon, and make himtelf matter of the city 
and country, having his followers and guards about 
him to affift in the enterprize. Felix, finding it to 
be a growing evil, advanced up to the Eayptian 
with his Roman legions, and a confiderable body 
of Jews that joined him. He then gave him battle, 
and totally deteated him ; the Egyptian himfelf 


CHAP. Xur. 


Loftus is fucceeded by Albinus, who proves @ corrupt 
and tyrannical governor. His fuccefjar, Geffius Florus, 
1s more flagitious. Their characters compared. Florus 
7s accufed to Ceftius Gallus, governor of Syria. Ife 
endeavours to excite the Jews to rebellion. The rife 
of the Fewifh war. oe 


LBINUS, who fucceeded Fettus, did not tread Atbinus a 
in the fteps of his predeceftor. He was aman one 
univerfally depraved, addicted to corruption, ava- nu.” 
rice, extortion, and oppreffion; fo that che nation 
groaned under moft intolerable burthens during the 
time of his government. He adopted the molt de- 
itructive fyitem of policy, was influenced in every 
mealure by venality, would pafs or revoke fentence 
as bribed; in fine, as money was his god, fo it 
iwayed his conduct in general, to the utter perver- 
fion of juttice, and abolition of every principle of 
Virtue, 

There prevailed, at this time, a faction in Jerufa- 
lem, which had determined to introduce an inno- 
Vation, and compounded with Albinus to connive 
at their practices. “he ringleaders of this {edition 
had each of them a bynd of refolutes at command; 
while the governor himfelf, Rupine uni~ 


> and 
fome few of his followers, faving themfelves by 
flight. Great numbers of them were flain, others 
da. taken and put into chains, and the reft difperted to 
their own habitations. 


The ftate of a nation refembles the ftate of the 
body, in which one difeale is Senerally followed by 
another; for thefe magicians and frecbooters were 
now concerting a icheme for afferting abfolute li- 
berty, and engaging the multitude ina refolution 
to fhake off the Roman yoke. This they attempted 
both by argument and menace, threatening death, 
without mercy, to any man who acknowledged the 
Roman juritdiction; and propofing to reduce thofe 
by terror, that would otherwife fubjcé themlelves 
to a voluntary flavery. They formed themfelves 
into different bodies, and difperfed throughout the 
country, diffufing laughter anddevaftation; fo that 
Judaa'was brought to the very extremity of def- 
Jeration, and the deftruétive Aame raged more and 
more every day. 

Alt the fame time a difturbance happened at Ce- 
- farea, upen a commotion ftarted there betwixt the 

Jews and Syrians living promifcuoufly together. 





> as anarch-robber, with ecb ineciins 
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his guards about him, perverted his aucthoriry in the yrs, 

Plunder of thofe who were not in a condition tor 

refiflance or defence. Thefe iniquitous proceedings 

came at length to that pals, that thofe who fuftained 

the lois of their property duril not complain; and 

thole who elcaped, were under a neceflicy of giving: 

up a part of what they had to fecure the ret: in 

fine, all good faith was banifhed, tyranny and op- 

preifion univerfally prevailed, and proved eventu- 

ally the foundation of flavery. 

Such was the charaéter of Albinus; but Geffius Chara@ers 
Florus, his fucceffor, exceeded him in iniquity; for of Albinus 
the former had recourle to privacy and diMmulation compared. 
in his nefarious practices, while the latter gloried in 
his fhame, valued himfelf upon the enormity of his 
crimes, and vaunted in profeffing himfelf an enemy 
to the whole nation. In the province he aéted the 
part of an executioner rather than that of a gover- 
nor, treating the whole body of the people as com- 
mon criminals, without fetting any bounds either to 
his rapine or his tyranny. He was as void of pity 
as of fenfe of honour, mercilels to the miferable. 
loft to fhame, and incapable of a bluth at the foulef 
actions, Ie poffeffed the art of difguifing truth 
with paradox and chicane, and working mifchief 
under the fanétion of plaufibility. Injuries to indi_ 
viduals would not fatisty his rapacious defires, but 
whole cities muft be Jaid defolate to gratily his more 
than favage barbarity. L-Te gave as much liberty and 
encouragement to rapine as if it had been publicly 
tolerated; nor was any one prohibited from plunder- 
ing, if he might be admitted to fhare in the booty, 

Such, in effect, was his avarice, that the whole pro- 
vince was drained, and conjequently deferted by 
its inhabitants as a dreary wafte. 


The Jews claimed it as their city, arguing, that a 
Jew was the founder of it, reterring to king He- 
tod. ‘The Syrians could not deny that a Jew had 
been the tounder of it, butintifted, on the other 
hand, thac ic belonged to the Gentiles, fince, if it had 
been a fewith city, they would never fuffer ftatues 
to be creéted in it. The conteft between the parties 
became fo warm, that they had recourfe to arms ; 
and nota day paffed, but there was mifchief done by 
the moft refolute of cach party. ‘The elders exerted 
their authority and counte? ‘to quiet the Jews on 
the one hand; and the Greeks had too exalted an 
idea of their own importance to fubmit to the Jews. 
The latter were deemed to poffels more wealth and 
Courage than their competitors, who had, however, 
Steater intereft with the ioldiery; for a confiderable 
Part of the Roman army being drawn out of Syria, 
they were the readier to aMfift them, both as their 
countrymen and kindred. The magiftrates and of- 
ficers did their utmoit, by feverity of dilcipline, to 
luppreis the tumult, taking the incorrigible into 
Cullody, and inflicting punifhment with rigour. 
ut the exemplary fufferings of a part had no effea 
} SD 
Upon the whole; on the contrary, that which was 
eligned to intimidate, ferved but to harden them 


1 their daring purfuit. 


thoy hen Felix found that no means would bring 
thes ic rea.on, he commanded. the faétious out of 
diene y Mroclametion, acineirutmoit peril; but 
ence maining there in contenipr of authority, the 
flew hae ser @ party of foicliers amongft them, who 
Gece Oh and feized on their effeéts. But the fe- 
ERE Prevailing, he difpatched fome of the 
lepers Se nee of both Parties to Nero, as commif- 
reedec pee: cad their caufe before him. Feftus fuc- 

Coca Felix, and was very active in fuppreffing thefe 


diflurbance : 1 
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punithment,’ nd bringing the authors to condign 
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Ceftius Gallus was at this time Sovernor of Syria, cerius 
and fo much attached to Florus, that not a Jew, Gullus, go. 
even of the firft rank, durft prefer a complaint a- gor of 
gainft him ; but, upon his coming up to Jerufalem, comes to 
at the feaft of unleavened bread, the multitude, to Jerufulem. 
the number of three hundred thoufand, made their 
application to take pity of a miferable people, and 
deliver the province out of the hands of Florus, that 
peft of fociety, and tyrant of a governor. Florus 
was within hearing of this complaint, but fo far from 
being moved at it, that he turned it into ridicule. 

Ceftus ufed his utmott efforts to pacify the people, 
affuring them that Florus fhould treat them with 
more lenity in future, and then returned to Antioch. 
Florus attended him on his way as far as Cefarea, 
and amufed him with many vague reports as they 
paffed, in order to induce him to act in an hoflile 
manner towards the Jews, as the only means of 
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lying. undifcovered, and bringing himfelf off. In 
cafe of apeace, the Jews, hethought, would embrace 
that opportunity for bringing the caufe before Ca- 
far, which would fubjec&t him to danger; whereas, 
if he could but once work them up to a revolt, the 
greater mifchief would divert their attention from 
the leffer; and therefore his only means were to 
force them, by degrees, into a rebellion in his own 
defence. 


he rifeof . The Cefarean Greeks had, at this time, carried 

the Jewith their caufe againft the Jews before Caclar, and ob- 

wee tained a decree in their favour, which jentence gave 
rife to the Jewifh war. It bore date the twelfth year 
of Nero, and the feventeenth of Agrippa, in the 
month Artemifius. - 


CHAP. XIV. 


A violent difpute between the ‘fews of Ceferea and the 
Greeks. Bribery and perfidy of Florus. A mock fa- 
crifice occafions a tumult. Fucundus endeavours 10 
fupprefs it, but in vain. The ‘fews petition Florus 

_for relief, and are punifbed for fo doing. THe incenfes 
them to outrage. His barbarous proceedings. The 
Sobriety and moderation of the fews. Florus becomes 
worfe for good council. His cruel orders. Several of 
the nobility whipped and crucified. Florus caufes 630 
Hews to be maffacred in one day. 


7-77 HE tyranny of Florus wasa dangerous temp~ 
tation to a rebellion, but the Jews ftood 

- firm againft that provocation, till, at length, it was 
brought about by an incident that fellout in Cefarca, 


° 

Acertain Greek had a houfe in Cefarea, near the 
{pot upon which ftood the Jewifh fynagogue. The 
Jews were defirous of making a purchaic of this 
houfe, and treated with the proprietor feveral umes 
about it, offering much more for it than the intrinfic 
value. But the proprietor was fo far from comply- 
ing with their propoial, that, from a fpirit of aggra- 
vation, he raifed other buildings, and fo blocked up 
the avenues, that there was fcarcely room for a {ingle 
“The Jews perfon to pals to the fynagogue. Upon this, fome of 
their fyna- the Jewifh youths applied to the infpeétor of the 
gogue. buildings, and warned them, at their peril, to order 
the workmen to defilt. Florus countermanded the 
prohibition; fo that the Jews had only to tamper 
with the governor by the offer of a fum of money. 
Several of their principal men mee about it, and, 
amongit the reft, John, a publican, or collector of 
revenues, who contracted with Florus, for eight ta- 
lents, to forbid the profecution of the work. They 
Bribery and Celivered him the fum_ according to a ftipulated 
perfidy of agreement, and he promiled to fulhl the conditions ; 
Flor. = ut immediately after, upon the receipt of it, he 
went from Cejarea to Sebaitte, and left the parties at 
liberty to contend the point, as if he had taken the 
money to furnifh an opportunity for them to mai- 

dacre one another. 


"he Jews The next day, being the Jews fabbath, when the 

infulted at people were afiembled in the fynagogue, a feditious 

Cotes by Cefarean placed an earthen vefiel j uft atthe entrance, 

amok with a facrifice of birds uponit. ‘This contemptu- 
ous mockery incenfed the Jews to a degree of mad- 
neis, as it was in open derifion of their laws, anda 
prophanation of their moft facred rites. The more 
moderate and fubftantial men of their party were 
for appealing to government for redrefs, but the 

Avioteat YOunger, and more hot-brained, determined on re- 

commonion. Venge; and the Cefareans being as ready for an en- 
counter, which was the defign of the infulc, the 
conteit accordingly took place. 


Jucundus, an officer of horfe, who was left to 
keep the peace, coming up at this juncture, ordered 
the carthen veflel to be taken away, and endea- 
‘the Jews yourcd to puta ttop to the tumult, But the Jews 
vemovethe finding Jucundus overbore by the Cefareans, took 
eee the yp che books of their law, and carried them off to 
faa Narbata, a place about fixty furlongs diftant from 

Cefarea. John, abovementioned, and twelve of their 
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principal men, wentto Florus at Sebafte, with a com. 
plaint of what had paffed, and a petition for redrefs 
reminding him, though with the utmott delicacy, of 
the eight talents he had received. But Florus note 
withitanding, ordered them to be apprehended, and sn" 
putin prifon, for prefuming to remove the books of 1. 
the Jaw from Celarea. 





This aétion of Florus ftruck the Jews of Jerufa- 
lem with horror and deteltation, but they found it 
expedient, for the prefent, to reftrain their paftions, 
Florus itill continued to aggravate matters, and, to 
add tothecaule of the quarrel}, fent, in Ceetar’s name 
for feventeen talents outof the facred treafury, pre- 
tending they were for the fervice of the emperor. 
This threw the Jews into the utmoft confufion, in- 
fomuch that they ran up and down the temple, ve. 
hemently calling upon Ceefar to-free them trom the : 
tyranny of Florus, whom they -upbraided with the 
fevereft reproaches, and execrated, if poifible, be- 
yond the power of malediction. One cf the male- 
contents carried analms-batikec about the ftreets, en- 
treating charitable donations for the milerable Flo- 
rus, by way of derifion. But thefe taunts had no 
other effeét than that of increafing his avarice, and 
inflaming his rancour; fo that, inftead of checking ! 
the tumult in its rife, as it was his duty in cente- ; 
quence of the concract, he marched, with an army of Je- 
horte and foot, to Jerusalem, and rendered the power 
of the Roman empire fubiervient to his private 
paffions, cither of pride, profit, or revenge, filling 
the minds of the people, wherever he came, with 
confufion and terror. 








Vhe multitude, however, notwithftanding the in- 
dignities offered them, affumed the appearance of an 
officious refpeét in going out to_reccive him vpon 
the way, and preparing to entertain him with all the 
tokens of honour and efleem ufual upon fuch occe- 
fions. But, as an anticipation of their very fub- 
miffive defign, Florus fent Capito, a centurion, be- 
fore hand, with a band of fitty horles, to top their 
progrefs, and deliver them a meflage to the follow. .__, 
ing purport: “ I any tocommand you, in the name ee 
“Ot Florus, to return home, and to Jet you under guises 
“ ftand, that the man with whom you have fo freely bos 
“ dnurted, is not to be cajoled into a better opinen 
*¢ of you by plaufible appearances. If you are as 
you would be thought to be, men of courage and 
refolution, aver your reproaches to his face; and 
affert that liberty by dint of arms, you have to 
vainly endeavoured to.do by tumule and cla- 
mour.” This meflage alarmed the multitude; Jo 
that, upon the approach of the centurion with his 
band of horle, they dilperfed, without waiting for 
the ceremony of falucing Florus, and manifetting 
their fubmiflive difpefition. They retired to their 
own habitations, and pafied the night in difquicung 
apprchenfions. 
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Florus took up his abode at the palace, and the 
next day afcended the tribunal, the high-prieft and 
ereat officers of the city being there prefent. He 
animadverted, with great feverity, upon fome Fe 
proachful and farcaftic fpeeches that had been 
thrown out againft him; peremptorily infifting chac 
the authors fhould be produced, and threatening ° 
take vengeance upon thofe that were on the {pot, ! 
they did not find out the guilty. 


The heads of the Jews affured Florus, that the ,- 
people in general were peaceably difpoied, and the 
plored pardon for chole who had uttered farca ; 
and reproachful expreffions; oblerving, SNe 
vail a multitude, there muft be fome rafb ma het ; 
{trong mens; nor was it poflible to diftinguilh a 
guilty; for even_thote who repented of what ke 
had done, would not make confeffion. They hin 
mitted it to his confideration, whether any WH” 
could tend more to the honour and intereit ol ‘he 
Roman empire, than to confulc the dane tale 
people and city, by preferving them firm im bemore 
legiance to Cecfar, and whether it might not! far the 
advileable to {pare fome few of the guilty art 10 
fake of a great number of innocent peoples Fo few 
deftroy fo many innocent fer the inke oF 4 
gnilty. 
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| garments, and, in humblcit tone, befought the mul- 
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Ilorus was fo inflamed by this remonftrance, that 
ordered the foldiers to plander what 
, and flay thole 
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titude co delilk rrom exclaiming, as the exalperating 
of Florus would be attended with inevitable ruin 
Vinis mode of interpotirion appeaiee 


parr ote : 
puctis he ammediately 
was called the upper market-place 
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Wee iets : ae Poicery therefore. Gndin® them all. satin 

who oppoted them. hell eretore naling | Ther an ney exaleatghete outrages parely tou fhm 
Te cOncUurrine authority of their commander, not pele See ens ane Darel through hope 
only exceuted their order upon the places and people thac the governor would relent. 
they were lent co, but forcing themlelves into every Florus, who tcemed to delight in broils, bethought BS as 
houle, rifled at plealure, and put the inhabitants to hintelr of a device to rekindle the Mame. fae lent: qantas dor 
death without diltinétion, as well chole they took for the high-priclis, and feme of the chiet men ot revnung ie 
upon their flight in bye-ways and fecret pallages, as ) the Jews, tocameto fim, and cold them, ebacas chere 

ae thole they found in their houfes. In fact, no booty [| were wo companies of loldiers comm trom Ce- 

i Game ants to them, Several men of rank, whom!) farea, i¢ would be 2 convincing evidence of the poo- 

: they deized and brought co d‘lorus, were, by his or- }} ples yood aifeetion to Qoverament, ip they would yo 


Vins bere ay 





der, whipped and crucified. “Uhe whole number of 
the fain upon that day, including women and chil- 
: dren, (for they fpared not iniants at the breath? a- 
mounted to fix hundred and thirty, “Uhe calanuty 
was aggravated by anew Ipecies of Roman feverity 5 


forth and meet chemion the way. 

upon, Florus tcut beforchand, dad gave tin charge 
tothe centurions, Ciitin cate Che fows greeted them 
with any thew of compliment or refpect upon ther 
meeting, they should not make the deal woken oF at 
recurs aad ubat, upon the dels ib apy cerance of, 








jor before the time of Florus, it was never known 
that any of che equetlrian order were whipped, or 
senominioully nailed to the crols , for cho? the per- 
jons, thus dilgraced, were, by extraction, Jews, 
they were, notwithitanding, of Roman dignity. 


CHAP. AY. 


Berenice, the filer of dlerippa, goes to Ferufalem to 
fava vow. The form and imanaer of performing that 





the flames of difcord. The high-prichs appeafe and 
bring thei to reafon. The projectt of Llorus attended 
with mof deftructive effcdls. Te attempts the caftle, 
and isrepuljed. Retires tothe palece. The conmu- 
teation cut off betwixt Lort Antonia and the Temple. 
Florus quits his defign, and returus to Cefarea. 








GRIPPA was at this time gone to Alexandria, 
Lh tocongratulate Alexander upon his having ob- 
twined the government of Meype trom Nero. Ilis 
fier Berenice was then at Jerulalem, and in extreme 


other conliderations (the interceffion of Berenice 
Hot exeepled) with acelect and contempr. Nay, to 
luch a degree did the violence of the toldicry: pro- 
ceed, that they not only perperrated cheir mafheres 
hetore her tace, bue would have wreaked their cru- 
ey oa her perfon, if fhe had not made her efeape 
intothe palace, and remained there during the night, 
Vberruards under the (Lrictedt watch for fear of 
@turprizge, , 

fhe oceation of her coming to Jerufalem was to 
vher apa vew to the Almighty, as is cuftomary in 
Povaent hd deliverance trom ficknels or any great 
maser. His afual, with perfons under thefe circum- 
hanees, to continue in prayer for thirty days before 
Mev lacrthice. abtlaining trom wine and fhaving, the 
hh Corenice wes now tn the regular pertorm- 
mdeeci this duty, aad took an opportunity of fland- 
he hareloor before the (ribunal, to intercede with 
sn beball of the people of the Jews. But as 
‘former, toon the prefent, ocealion, fhe meet 
‘rowith duecels or retpeét, but incurred immi- 













PMD Gaand of THe tor her pious offices. 
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onan eneton the fixteenth day of the month 
vedas sy che upon the following, day rhe people 
eettovether gn the marker-plice in the upper 
Seuueeecouily exclaiming againik the mur- 
Sob thor trends who had been (lain there the 
Cdn tay. Lhe whole thrers of their rage and 
wlelapon Ploras “Phe leading men, and 
Hietes, were fo fenfible of the danger of ad- 
"PhS or ation to provocation, chat they rent their 
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digit, they inould betake mhemlelyes to thew arias. 
Lhe high-prichs aflembicad the people sm che tent 
ple, and there adjured them, by albicans, f6 e6 Guc 
and compliacec che Komaas wpon the ways Qed 
them a fricndty falutation to prevent future id 
chicts. “Phe more rath and relolute oppcted this 
counlel; buttome of chem, revolving, in thew maids 
the horrid madiere of their rehttions and tiicnds, 
were dilpoled to compliance. 


While this was in agitation, the priefls and TLe- 









felves cothe people with carne:t entreatios to prelerve 
the honour of che temple inviolate, withour pro- 
voking the Romans by contumehous alfronts to 
mfcit There were allo divers of the high-prietis, 
who, covered with (iek-cloth and afhes, and with 


garments rear, applied theavelves to all cae men of 


rank, both individually and collectively, repeatedly 
Imporcunmngs them net Lo betray them country tor fo 
trivial a confideration to thote very people who were 
continually meditating its deitruction, “hey jutlly 
oblerved, “S Phacthe Roman joldicrs would derive 
no benefit irom a talutation from) the Jews s nor che 
Jews, on the other hand, any advantage trem neg 


i) concern for the barbarous outrages practifed there, lecting the falutation. “Phat, en the cuntiary, if 
» : + dntomuch that fhe ene teveral officers of her guards they created them with honour, and according to the 
: ito Plorus, carneitly to entreac him to defilt from the punctiios Wual upon uch ocealions, Plorus could 
* etrufion of human blood. Bue lloras was equally have ny pretence for urging hollilities,; fo that, in 
intenfible of the atrocious nature of the fin, and eledt, in would tend £0 the redern péion ol their coun= 
dignified rank oF the mediatrix. Elis heart was to try fron the ealamitics they had otherwiie revlon to 
fet upon Jucre and pillage, that he looked upon all apprehend; and further, thar chey fhould confider 


the dilproportion betwixt the peaceable majoricy of 
the mulutude and a few fhragp ling muiineers, and 
the propricty of the Greater parte over-ruling the 
lefler’ 

Vheteareumeors had fuch an cleat, thac, beewixe 
authority andinenace, the moll retolute were broughe 
to attend to the dictittes of reafous fo that when 
mutters were broupht to this moderate pals, the 
pricits, and heads of rhe people, marched out to tacer 
the foldiers, and the muleitude followed thems in 
pood order. 


When the Jews were advanced within diflance of 
exchanging ceremonious lalurations, they addrefled 
them with every exprefion of refpects but receiving: 
no return, the more choleric pare, reviled florus as 
the author and contriver Olimfcldel "Phe foldiers 
took the hint, and began to fall upon the Jews, 
threw then inte confufien, and, tpon the purtuit, 
trampled greac numbers Under he horles fects lo 
that betwixt thole that died of blows ane wounds, 
thole thar were crufhed to death tn the crowd, or 
Imothered in the pate by prefling, (0 Pet out, a hore 
rid carnage enfucd, and exhibucd fo drencdful a 
fpedtacle, that from buutles, mains, and fulloen. 
tion, the bodies were fo disiipured, that one rela. 
tien did not know the face of another, jn order to 
provide a decent funeral. In fine, the enemy flew 
all they came up with in the purfuil, fhewine ne 
metey, Dut their natin defien was to ee. hoon ie 
the Jews and the pates ob Beverhiy bein a pthread 
that led to the cattle  Adtuuia and the pemple, 

: Petorus. 








She intercedes with Dlorus in bebalf ej ihe Vitcs entered, expoling the facred vefichs, and ouber ca tevies 
‘ jews. The people are incenfed agaiuft Flerus. Af- ornaments of the temple, and filling the choir are peace. 
rerwurds brought to moderation. Llorus re-kindles with their mutical iftraments, and addrefled then. ae 
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Florus at- 

tempts the 
eaftle, and 
is repulfed. 


Relinquifh- 
es his de- 
fign, and 
urns lo 
fufarca, 






Flows 

charges the 
Jews 
ro Ceflius, 





Cots 


feral Polie 


thane to 

feat the 
true ate 
at Judit, 


wely (ending a letter to Ceftius, and charging the Jews 


- Buc the queen Berenice, and the principal men of 


waArR 


Torus, at the fame time, made a fally out of the 
palace, with what troops he had, upon the back of 
the Jews, with a view of forcing the caftle,; but the 
people immediately rallying, and making head a- 
gainit him, he failed in his attempt. Having got 
poffeffion of the houtes, they annoyed the Romans 
to juch a degree with their darts from the roofs, 
that, finding no defence againtt that mode of at- 
zack, nor any pofMfibility of breaking through the 
throng which {topped up the narrow paflages, Flo- 
rus was obliged to retire with the remainder of his 
army to the palace. : 


5 of 


The Jews being now under fome appreherfion 
that Florus would return to the affault, and make 
an atrempt upon the temple by the way of Fort An- 
tonia, they cut down a certain gallery of communi- 
cation betwixt the fort and the temple, which fo 
mortified Florus, chat, finding his project hopelets, 
and his avarice dilappointed, (the facred trealure 
being, all his aim,) he gave up the enterprize. ‘ 


Upon this he conferred with the high-prieft and 
Sanhedrim, affuring them that he was now leaving 
the city, and ready to affign to them as large a gar- 
rifon as they fhould defire. They promifed, in con- 
fequence of this liberal propolal, that they would 
make no innovations, provided he would Icave them 
one company; but not that which had maintained 
the contelt again{t them, on account of the preju- 
dices the people had imbibed from the injuries they 
had fultained trom them. Florus changed the com~ 
pany according to their defire, and, with the reft of 
his torces, returned to Cefarea. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Florus accufes the Fews to Ceftius, governor of Syria, 
as enemies to Cefar. Ceftius deliberates on the mat- 
ter, and charges Politianus to make feriét enquiry con- 
corning it. The people of Ferufalemreprefent to bim 
the deftrudtive meafures purfued by Florus. Give 
proof of their obedience to other governors. Addrefs 
themfelves to Agrippa for his concurrence in fending 
deputies to Nero to prefer a complaint againft Florus. 
Agrippa calls an affembly, and, in an elaborate {peech, 
diffiades the “fews from profecuting a war with the 
Romans. Tis foecch produces a momentary effed 5 
but the Feows lapfing into their former outrages, he 
leaves then, and retires to bis own kingdom. 


LORUS, upon his arrival at Cefarea, purfued 
other means for inflaming awar, which was by 
faltely with a defign of revolting trom the Roman 
government, and imputing to them the very mil- 
clemeanor of which he had been guilty himielf. 


Jerufalem, were fo equitable and candid in this mat- 
rer, as to tlate the particulars in the clearett light, 
and reprefent to Ceftius, without exaggeration or 
palliation, the government of Llorus, 


Lipon receiptot this intelligence, Ceflius confult- 
ed with his principal officers refpecting the moft 
expedient method of proceeding. Some were for 
his advancing with an army immediately into Ju- 
daa, in order to bring the offenders to jultice, if 
the reportthouldappear trugs or otherwile toencou- 
rage them in their loyalty, if they were fallely ac- 
culed. Ceflius was of opinion thac ic would be 
more advileable to fend tome perton ef honour and 
nddretsbetorchand, coinvetligace niatters, and erat 
mit to him a taithful accouncol their prefenr tlace. 
Tle accordingly made choice of one of his tribunes, 
named Polidanus, who necting king Agrippa near 
qauonia, on bis retara from Alexandria, told him 
by whom he was tent, and What was the purport 
of his midion. 


Ehere were thea prefent feyeral high-pricils, as 


weollas members of the Sanhedriny, and others of 


the firfh rank amon fl the Jews, who came to con- 
gratuhice the king upon his tate rcturn,  ‘Vhele bad 
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no fooner paid their obedience in due form, than 
they proceeded to lay before hima lamentable detail 
of the piteous condition to which they were redu- 
ced by the barbarities of Florus: Agrippa tele for ; 
their dittrefs ; but, from iecret defigns, apparently 
turnéd his invective again{t the Jews rather than the * 
governor, in order to reftrain the impetuofity of °’ 
their paffion; as the lefs they might feem to Juffer 
the leis provocation they could pretend to revenge. 
Thofe who had molt property at ftake, and conic. 
quently moft reafon to defire a peace, looked upon 
this gentle reproof as intended by the king tor their 
good. ; 






_ Fhe people of Jerufalem met Agrippa and Poli- 
tianus upon their way fixty furlongs trom the city 
to efcort them with all refpect and honour; while 
the women bewailed the lofs of their murdered huf- 
bands, andthe whole multitude joined in one general 
Jamentation ;-fome imploring Agrippa generoully to 
compafiionate the calamities of the nation,andothers ¢ 
entreating Politianus but to So into the city, in or- 
der to be an eye-witnels of the defolations of Flo- 
rus. Upon this they took him into the market- 
place, and’ pointed out to him its abandoned and 4 
torlorn ftate. Theythen prevailed with him, through 
the means of Agrippa, to make the tour of the city 
as far as Siloah, with only one fervant, that he might 
thereby have demonftrative proof how ubedient the 
Jews were to all other Romans in authority, though 
the horrid crueltics of Florus were utterly intolera- 
ble. When he had taken a view of the city, and 
informed himfelf fufficiently of the loyal difpotition 
of the Jews, he called the people together, and , 
went up to the temple, where he entered into a de- 
clamation of commendations of their approved fide- 
lity to the Romans, earneftly exhorted them to keep 
the peace, and, having performed {uch parts of Di- 
vine worlhip as he was allowed to do, returned to 
Ceftius. 


Immediately upon the departure of Politianus, 
the multitude addreffed themielves to the king and 
high-priefts, importunately foliciting permiffion to : 
fend deputies to Nero with a complaint againtt 
Florus; alledging, that their filence would afford 
fufpicion that they had been the occafion of the ha- * 
vock which had been made, that they were difpoted 
to revolt, and were the authors of the war, and 
thence inferred the expedience of {tating chele mat- 
ters totheemperor. Irwasevident, on the one hand, 
that nothing would fatisfy them, but the grant, of 
this liberty; andirappeared aninvidious proiccution 
on theother, to fuffer the multitude to prefer fuch an 
invective again{t their governor under the fanction 
of anembally. So that Agrippa, in this dilemm, 
called the multitude together ina large gallerys and 
having placed his fitter Berenice in a chair of fkate 
in the Afmonean palace, which overlooks that 92° 
lery from the upper part of the rown, he adarelled 
them in words to the following import 











“ Tf T found you under any fort of difpofition  ¢ 
make war upon the Romans, as Tama chis une 
clearly convinced of the contrary, and that the | 
greater part. of your profefion are men of peace v 
and order, J fhould have faved both you anc my Me 
{elf this trouble, [or whac would any applic: 
tion or advice fignify co a body of men that ae 
bour under an incurable prejudice ? Buras fome 
wople are uNnquict for Want of an experiment 
aowledee of the mileries of war, fome out ol a 
vain and inconfiderate hope of Jiberty, ochers one 
of avarice for the advantupe of the booty Att 
making profitto themicl ves our of a genera Or 
fufion, [ have now thoughe fir to call you bor 
ther, and tell you what Uthink convenient te he 
done under your cireumtlances, I order oe 
rectifying of your errors, and ro prevent Lhe Oe 
of a teva mijority by che inten perate heat ot | 
lew defperate libertines. ATL | delire ts your pe 
cence and filence, ane to be heard without Wun 
muring and noile, whether you approve Mat 
Tday ornot. As for chole thar are abandence’ . 
the dpirit of dilorder and confufion, and rece 
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“ own way, let my opinion be what it will. But it 
«is to no purpole for me co {peak at all, unlefs I 
«© may be heard by thole that defire to hear me. 


‘© | well know tliat the faults of governors, and 
“che bleffings of Jibercy, are two common topics 
¢ ¢op men of art and paffion co work upon. Before 
“| enter upon the dilquificion of what you your- 
“ elves are, and che force you are pretending to en- 
“counter, 1 muft, in the firft place, divide two 
“ points that you confound, by taking them into 
“one. If revenge upon your oppreffors (or let it 
“be called juflice) be che thing that you contend 
“ tor, what is the meaning of your crying up h- 
“ berty ac fuch an extravagant rate? Or, if fub- 
« jection be in itfelf fo intolerable, why quarrel 


“wich your governors? Subjection is but iubjec- 
“ tion ftill. 


“ Confider upon what ground it is that you pre- 
« tend tocalumniate and cavil, and in what manner 
‘you are to behave yourlelves, even if your go- 
“ vernors fhould be to blame. It is your interett, 
“as wellas duty, to moderate things with offices of 
 cendernefs and refpect, and not to treat your fu- 
“ periors with unbecoming language. When you 
“ make things greater than they are, you provolxe 
“thofe that are over you_to make things worte 
“ than they would otherwile be; and co turn that 
 mal-adminiftration, that they were halt-afhamed 
“of before, into a bare-faced tyranny. Nothing 
“takes off the edge of oppreffion like patience: 
“refignation is enough to put perfecution out of 
“ countenance, even let it be ever fo violent and 
“ unjuit. 


* Suppofe it the cafe now, that you are, in truth, 
“extremely abuled by the, Roman government, 
“ will you have this to be the act of all the Romans, 
“yay, and of Cafar himiclf too? There’s your 
“ quarrel. You cannot imagine that thole gover- 
* nors have it in their commiffion to opprels you, 
“ or chat Caetar himfelf-can look eaft and weit, and 
“to through the four quarters of the world, allac 
“atime, when it is no ealy matter for him toget a 
“ faithtul account, at Rome, even of what is done 
“here. iow great a madneis is it, then, torun the 
“ yifque of fo dangerous a war for trifles ? and, in 
- tact, tor we know not what? Belides, matters may 
“mend in time; for governors are neither im- 
“mortal, or perpetual, but take their turns; and 
{itis reafonuble to hope, and promite ourfelves, 
: that the ducceftion will be better. When a war is 
;, once commenced, it is neither to be given up, or 
., be continued, without inconveniencies, As for 
«, thofe that det up for liberty, let them beware, in 
|, the frit place, not co run themielves out of it; 
a 108 the latt Mavery is always the moft burthenfome; 
(and to avoid that yoke mult be acknowledged a 
edu caule of war, Fie that is once a subject, and 
- then talls off, is rather a ftubborn flave, than a 

Senerous advocate of freedom. 


«If any thing could have been done againi the 
,, Power of the Romans, why was it not done when 
Pompey brake in upon us? But if your fore- 
tathers, and the princes of thole times, (though 
much your fuperiorsin men, money, and conduét, ) 
«, Were not able to tkand betore fo inconfiderable a 
.,cctachment of their power, with what face or 
fenfe can you pretend, at this time, to bid defiance 
», the whole bady of the empire? To fay nothing 
ofthe obligation of an hereditary allegiance of 
. /0 longa continuance, that hath defcended from 
your predeceffors to their pofterity. : 


“ce 


wo 


enee 
de What do you think of thofe brave and gene-. 
« fous Athenians thar contended for the liberty of 

reece to the very extremity of laying their 
« SOuntry in afhes? thofe people that brought 

own the proud heart of the vain and intolent 
e oe atone him to flight at Salamis, and, hav- 
te to thiftf en the whole power of Afia, forced him 
ee or himfelfin a boat: that haughty prince, 
wc Ghat Curned the fea into land, and the Jand into 


fea, to maker 3 : : : 
a, Noor room for his fleets and armies, that 
ats 


rue JEW S: 


“ looked as if they would have fwallowed Europe? 
© and yet the nation, that did all this, are new Jub- 


*€ jeéts co the Romans; and Greece receives laws 


** trom Italy. 


“* The cafe is the fame with the Laceda#monians, 
after all their famous exploits at‘Vhermopyle and 
* Platea, and Agefilaus’s carrying their victorious 
** arms into the heart of Afia; and yet, at prelent, 
* thefe heroes own the fame matters ftill. 


t 


e 
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** To come now to the Macedonians, with their 
Philipsand cheir Alexanders, a people that, to chis 
“very day, propote lictle lels to themielves than 
“© the empire of the univerle: has not fortune re- 
* duced thele people alfo to the fame fate, and of 
“conquerors made them fubjects, and .fubjects 
“© alfo co the fame governors ? | might reckon upa 
“© great many other nations now, much more conii- 
“* derable than yourlelves, that, in the vanity of an 
“¢ ambitious contention for liberty, have been forced 
“to fubmit and obey: and are you the only men 
‘© in the world that are too good to ferve the fove- 
“reign lords of all other people ? Where is your 
“¢ militia, or the arms that you depend upen? your 
“Meets co ivcure the Roman feas ? Where is your 
“treafure to anfwer the expence of this under- 
“taking? You fancy an Egyptian or an Arabian 
*S war, perhaps: buc you piuceed altogether upon 
“ tale meafures, without comparing the dilpro- 
“© portion betwixt your abilicy and your under- 
“ raking, and the inequality betwixt a weak and 2 
* diforderly people, and the ttability of a formi- 
“ dable empire. It is a common thing for you to 
** be over-run and furprized by. your next neigh- 
“ bours, when, at the fame time, the Romans carried 
“ the whole world before them. 


é 


. 


« 
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“© Nay, and the known world would not content 
“¢ them neither; for though they were poffeffed of 
“ the courle of the Louphrates co_the eaft, the Da- 
“€ nube to che north, the Libyan deferc to the fouth, 
“ and as far as Cadiz to rhe weft, nothing would 
* ferve them but another world’ beyond the ocean, 
* and the carrying their arms into Britany, which, 
“© at the lame time, was looked upon as inaccefiible. 
*¢ What is it that you pretend to? Would you be 
*¢ thought richer than the Gauls, hardier than the 
*¢ Germans, or wiler than the Greeks ? Or do you 
“© take yourfelves to be hard enough for all man- 
“ kind belide? Upon what ground is it that you 
* are thus bold and confident againf& the Romans? 
*¢ It will be faid, perhaps, that ic is an uneafy and 
“irkfome thing to ferve; but if ic be fo to you, 
‘¢ what muft ic be to the Greeks, who, over anc 
“ above a Jarge extent of territory, are looked upon 
“as men of the nobleft extraction of any people 
“ under the fun ? And yet thefe men, great and no- 
“¢ ble as chey are, live in obedience to the Romans; 
«as do the Macedonians alfo, who have un- 
“¢ doubtedly more right to a claim of liberty than 
“you can pretend to. Or what fay ye to the five 
‘¢ hundred cities of Afia, that peaceably fubmic 
“¢ tchemfelves to a conful, without any guard or 
* carrifon to over-awe them? To fay nothing of 
*¢ the Heniochians, the Colchians, the nations about 
*¢ the Bofphorus, and the inhabitants of the coafts 
“of Pontus, and the lake of Mzotis;, people fo 
‘¢ free in former times, that they never had fomuch 
“©as a mafter among themfelves: and yer three 
* thoufand Romans were enough to keep them all 
“in fubjeétion: and forty galhies fufficient to pre- 
* ferve all thofe jeas in peace and obedience, Hick 
‘© no power durft venture upon before. 


. 


‘© Hlad the Bithynians, Cappadocians, Pamphy- 
“© jians, Lydians, and Cicilians, nothing to fay for 
“ themfelves oe the poinr of liberty? ‘They are, 
“Car prefent, al] tributaries, and pay their duties 
*¢ without foldiers to compel them. How is it with 
“the Thracians, in a Jarge country of feven days 
“* journey in length, and five over, and much more 
“rude, and more defenfible than yours, being al- 
‘© moft impaffable tor the’ bitter frofts and deep 
*€ fnows there; and yet a guard of only two thou- 
© find Romans keeps them all in order ? And then 
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“ for the Ilyrians, from beyond the Danube, as far 
«a5 Dalmatia, and fo likewife the Dacians; they 
“ are all under the guard only of two legions. Nay, 
“tthe Dalmatians themfelves, after fo many con- 
“ cetts for liberty, fo many baffles in the attempt, 
“¢ and fo many ralliesand reinforcements afterwards, 
*©in profecution of the fame defign, how quiet 
we ane eafy are they under the command of one fingle 
* Jegion { 


“ But, after all this, if any pretence whatfoever 
might juttity a revolt, theGauls, of all menliving, 
* have the greateft encouragement and tempration 
“to do it, from the very fituation of their country. 
“ ‘They are naturally fortified, on the eatt with the 
“ Alps, the Rhine on the north, the Pyrenean 
Mountains on the fouth, and on the weft with the 
“© Ocean. But, notwithttanding all thefe advantages, 
& three hundred and fifteen nations tn the fame 
< intereft, an inexhauftible fource of all good things 
“ within themfelves, both for ufe and commerce, 
“not only for their own, but likewife for the 
* common benefit of mankind, we find thele 
“ people under the Roman allegiance, and pro- 
© Hounding no other happinefs to themfelves than 
«in that of their matters. This refignation does 
“ Got arife from the want of courage, either natural 
“ or aquired, or from the want of brave examples 
‘Cin their anceftors, who had ftood a difpute of 
& eighty years for the maintenance of their liberty; 
but finding fo admirable a concurrence of for- 
 cune and virtue in the actions of the Romans, the 
* Gauls were fo awed betwixt the veneration they 
“6 had for the one, and their dread of the other, that 
“the Romans gained as much upon them by their 
*s goodnel as by their arms; infomuch that, at this 
« day, with only twelve hundred men, ,they fecure 
6 atmoft as many cities in their allegiance. 


“ What was Spain the better for their golden 
“< nyines, when they came to contend with the Ro- 
“<¢ mans for their freedom ? Or I might inftance na- 
¢ tions more remote from Rome, both by fea and 
“ lands as the Lufitanians and Cantabrians, where 
“ neither valour, diftance, or pofition could war- 
“rant them againft the power of Rome, though 
*€ bordering upon a fea fo impetuous that it cannot 
“ be fomuchas named, orthought of, withoutdread 
“and horror. What fignified Hercules’s pillars, 
“Cor the Pyrenaan mountains, fo many- warlike 
« nations in the way, diftance, or any other diffi- 
* culty, to the obftructing the progrefs of their 
“ victorious arms? But they were reduced as well 
“as the reft, and one fingle legion ferved fora 
“ guard upon them all. 


“¢ T need not tell you that the Germans are a po- 
* pulous nation, ‘and that their country is of vaft 
“extent, the people ftrong, their courage aniwer- 
< able to their fize and ftature, and firm to the very 
< contempt of death itfelf. But part of this you 
“ are eye-witnefles of, for the Romans have flaves 
“‘ of that nation all over the earth. In their anger 
*¢ they are more outrageous than brutes, and the 
«ce * . . . > 

Rhine is at this day their frontier. They have a 
“ guard of eight Roman legions upon them, that 
“ make flaves of as many of them as they take, and 
* the reft fave themfelves by flight. 


“© As for thofe that place fo much confidence in 
“© the walls of Jerufalem, they would do well to 
“¢ confider the walls of Britain, where the inhabi- 
“rants are furrounded by the fea, in a kind of a 
“¢ new world, not much inferior to the other. ‘They 
“have made themfelves matters of this vaft ifland 
“ego, and affigned only four legions for a guard 
“upon ic. What fhall we fay of the Parthians, 
“a powerful and warlike people, that have here- 
“ cofore given laws to fo many great nations them~- 
** felves ?. Why do they fend the flower of their no- 
“‘ bilicy for hoftages to Rome, but as a tacit ac-. 
* knowledgment of fubjection under the colour of 
“ peace? Are we the only men in the world to make 
“ war upon the empire, when all other nations trem- 
*¢ ble under the apprehenfions of their arms ? 


THE 


_**to bridle the Macedonian. nobility. 


_ & a bleffing from heaven in the very act of y' 
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«© Cail to mind the fate of Carthage, a peopl: 

* valued themfelves as branches oF che rouie ihe 

“of Phoenicians, that had the honour of the fa 

*¢ mous Hannibal for their commander. What was 

* the end of that brave people, but to fal) under 

* the conquering arms of Scipio? 


“ Butneicherthe Cyrenzans of the Lacedzemonian 
“race, or the Marmaridans, that ftretched their 
** dominions as far as the parched defarts, or the 
* Syrtes, fo frightful to our apprehenfions, or the 
*¢ Nafamonians, or the Moors, or the number. 
“ jefs multitude of the Numidians, were able to 
“ check the Roman courage. They had reduced 
“in fine, the third part of the world to their fub: 
* je€tion, fo large that the very nations are hardly to 
*‘be numbered, beginning from the Atlantic {ea 
and the pillars of Hlercules, ro the red fea, and 
comprizing all Aéthiopia. A)l this they took by 
arms, referving, over and above to themfelves, a 
yearly tribute of corn, fufficient to maintain the 
peoplé of Rome for eight months, befides other 
duties that they pay chearfully and readily, tho’ 
there be but one legion in garrifon to raife the 
contribution. 


ern nen nen 
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“But there is no need of recourfe to remote ex- 
- amples for proof of rhe uncontroulable power of 
= Rome, when we nay have inftances fo much 
“nearer at hand; as in Egypt, a kingdom that 
2 ftretches out as far as fethiopia and ‘Arabia 
oe Felix, contiguous to the Indies, and an infinite 
a multitude ot people in it, befides thofe of Alex- 
= andria; and yet this mighty populous kingdom 
: fubmits to be rated by the poll towards the fer- 
* vice of the ftate, and as a tributary to the Ro- 
‘mans, and fuffers impofition, though not with- 
* out plaufible ground to murmer at it. 


oc 


n 
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* EJow comes it about that Alexandria does not 
revolt too? a ftrong, large, and opulent city, 
thirty furlongs in length, and ten in_ breadth; 
peopled, and fortified round about, cither with 
defarts, feas without ports, deep rivers, or boggy 
* quagmires. But the fortune of Rome furmounte 
“ all thefé difficulties; for two legions, in the city, 
* were enough to fecure the peace of Egypt, and 

. i This city 
“ paid more tribute in a month than you do ina 
* year, and four months provifion in corn for the 
** people of Rome, befide money. 
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“If this be the cafe, what deferts do you pro- 
pound to repair to for companions in your under- 
taking? For all the habitable part of the worl 

is clearly againft you, and, in effect, Romans; 
unlefg you farter yourlelves with hopes of affift- 
ance from your countrymen, the Adiabenjans, on 
the other fide of the Euphrates. Suppoing that 
they could be guilty of fo grofs an overfight as 0 
* engage in a war fo defperate, upon fo unrealon- 
able 2 ground, the Parthians themfelves woul 


eee 
ane 


* never endure fuch difrefpeét towards the Romans, 


as muft inevitably end in a rupture, by countt- 
nancing a war againft them. So that you have 
“no retreat left but a recourfe to God’s power 
“ againft his providence, which jis mott evidently 
* feen in the advancement, eftablifhment, and pro 
“ tection of the Roman empire. 


° 


* Confider war in a religious view, even ta 
“ yourfelves were the ftronger of the two. low 
‘can you pretend co difpenfe with the violatice 
“. both of God’s and of your own laws, OE rae 
« obedience? If you keep the fabbath-day as ciety 
‘and religioufly as you profefs, and as your @ 
« bind you to do, you will moft certainly be cals. 


x : : t- 
«in the fame fnare over again, that your predect! 


; £3 
&e were ey herecofores 
fors were hampered in. by Pompey ar fer" 

a 


“ec iti j 7 

that itis to fay, by taking advantage ony en 
« ples, and falling upon you on thofe 8 ee 
* you dare not fo-much as move an hand nce of 
*¢ fend yourfelves. If you make no confer a3 
“ breaking the laws, in fighting one day, 38 V other, 
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« another, how do you fight for the maincaining of 
“chem, and how can you look for any tavour from 
* God in the deliberate breach of his own com- 
“ mandments ? Whoever made war but in hope of 
“ affiftance either from God or man? and when 
““ both fail, what can be the confequence but a vo- 
“ Juntary wilful flavery? If this be your refolution, 
‘“what have you more to do than to lay violent 
“hands upon your wives and children, and to lay 
“ your glorious country in afhes? The extravagant 
“ madnefs of the action will be fome fort of excuie 
“toric; befides, that ic will fave you the difhonour 
“of falling by the hands of an enemy. 































“Tris a high point of wif{dem, my good friends, 
“and a very neceffary point, to 1orclee and to pro- 
* vide for a ftorm while the fhip is yet in the har- 
“ bour; and itis as dangerous, yon the other hand, to 
“put off the confideration of it till the rempelt is 
“upon you, and then to ftand trembling, and ata 
“lols which way to turn yourtelves. As for thole 
* calamities thac threaten us unawares, and by fur- 
“ prize, people that fall into them are to be pitied, 
“ for there is no preventing of evils not to be fore- 
“teen; but tor men that run headlong into vifible 
* hazards, they fall not only unlamented, but with 
“infamy allo and fcandal. 


“ Your way of proceeding, in this affair, would 
* almoft perfuade one that you have already agreed 
* upon terms with the Romans, how they are to be- 
“have themfelves in caie of gaining their point; 
‘that is to fay, with tendernefs and moderation, 
“and not according to che practice of orher nations, 
“with fire and fword, burning your facred cities, 
“ extirpating your whole race, and deftroying every 
““tman‘upon the puriuic chat outlives che battle: 
“tor which way can you fly, but in the very 
‘* mouths of your enemies, who are either the fub- 
** jects of Rome already, or fuch as live in fear of 
“ being quickly made fo ? 


“Nor are you to flatter yourfelves that this cala- 
“* micy will ttop here: all the Jews upon the face of 
“ the earth are to expect your fate, and the whole 
“ univerfe will join as one man to the punifhing of 
“this rebellion. You will remember what I tell 
“you now, when you fhall fee the ftreets run with 
ie blood to gratity the impetuous violence of a few 
: turbulent and ‘hot-brained councils. The Ro- 
«Mans are not to be blamed at laft, for doing only 
«that which you yourfelves have forced them to ; 
« ind you are to confider, on the other fide, in cale 
“ they fhould fpare you, what an impiety you have 
« CO aniwer for, in the abufe of fo much humanicy 
and goodnels. 


« , if you have no longer any fenfe of natural ten- 
dernels for your wives and children, have at leaft 


es fome compaffion for your capital city, and the {a- 
cred wall of it: have mercy even upon the 
« fe Mple, your law, as the holy fanétuary, which you 
- yourlelves are now about to deftroy with your 
(OWA hands 3 for you are never to hope for mercy 
Gain from the Romans, after fo ungrateful an 
: abuie of the indulgencies you have formerly re- 
ceived from them. 


‘ “ But, to conclude, I hereby call God and our 

, Whole country to witnels, that I have done the ut- 

«, Molt in my power towards your prefervation. If 

«, YOU Will follow my counfel, you may yet live in 

, Peace; but if you are determined to perGi{t in 

_ mult and outrage, I have only to confult my 
own fatety.”? 


This addrefs, which was enforced by tears from 
Is fitter Berenice, in fome degree abated the rage 
of the multitude, who acknowledged that they 
Were not inimical to the Romans, but to Florus, for 
ae indignities he had fo repeatedly offered them. 
we Ppa replied, “* that what they had already done 
“8, In effeet, profeffing enmity to the Romans, as 
re had broken down the galleries of the cattle of 
eden a and refufed paying tribute to Cacfar.”? He 
ay that if they would obviate all fafpicion of 


.muft entail upon the city, 
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revolt, they had only, without further delay, to dif. 
charge the one, and rebuild the other; fince neither 
the citadel or the tribute belonged to Florus.” 

The people hearkened to this advice, and went 
with the king and Berenice into the temple, where 
they applicd-themfelves to the rebuilding of the 
galleries, and, at che fame time, fent the proper offi- 
cers up and down the province, to colleét the duties 
which were delicient, and then paid in the whole ar- 
rears, amounting to forty talents. Having broughe 
them thus far to reaton, Agrippa counfelled them to 
fubmit to the government of Florus till Cafar 
fhould appoint afucceflor. But this incenfed them 
to fuch a degree, that they not only reviled him in 
the mottopprobrious language, butitoned and drove 
him oucot thecity. The king, fenfible of this con- 
temptuous behaviour in the highelt degree, and 
finding the rabble irreclaimable and defperate, tent 
feveral men of rank to Florus ac Cefarea, in order 
that he might make choice of colleétors of the reve- 
nue for the whole province, and then retired to his 
own kingdom, 


CHAP. XVII 


The Fews furprize Maffada, and put the Roman gar- 
rijon to the fword. Rejeé? the Roman Sacrifices at 
the inftance of Eleazar, who heads a faftion. This 
refufal the ground of the war. The leading men con- 
tend for moderate proceedings. Reprefentation of the 
inpiely and injuftice of the refufal. Of its being an 
injult to Cafar. Precedents and reports in favour of 
the praélice. The leading men apply to Florus and 
Agrippa for relief. Agrippa fends troops to Feru- 
Salem. Difturbances excited in the city betwixt the loyal 
and the male-contents. Great flaughter enfues. The 
Siftival called Xylophoria. The king’s troops worfted. 
The feditions quit the upper town, and lay all in 
afues. The nobility compelled to feek fhelter in Sitb- 
terrancous places. Antonia taken by affault. The 
JSeditious Fews beaded by Manabem. An artful de- 
vice frufirated. The loyalifts obtain permiffion to 
depart. 


OON after this, a {trong party of thofe who ex- 
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The multi 
tude treat 
Agrippa 
with the 
Rreatett ine 
dignity, 
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cited the people to a revolt made an affault UPON feize on 
Maffada, a Roman garrifon, took it by furprize, the ttrong 


pucall the Romans to che tword, and fubtticuted for hol! of 


A : aflada 
them a guard of their own people. There hap. M*™4™ 


pened, at the fame time, another diforder in the 
temple at Jerufalem. One Eleazar, the fon of Ana- 
nias, the high-prieft, an intrepid youth, and military 
officer then in command, preffed fome of his friends 
amongit the priefts to receive neither offering or fa- 
crifice but from the nation of the Jews. 
the very foundation of our war with the Romans 


. Rejectionof 
This was the Roman 
. oblations 

> the ground 


for, at the inftanceof Eleazar, the facrifices of Caelar, of the ware 


which were daily offered up for the welfare of the 
Roman people, were rejeéted. The high-priefts, and 
men of the firft rank, declared their difapprobation 
of the novelty of fuch prohibition, and importu- 
nately defired the continuance of fo pure a cuftom 
as the offering up of prayers for pririces and gover- 
nors. But the factious party were refolute and in- 
exorable, relying upon their numbers; and all thofe 
who were defirous of innovation efpoufed. their 
caufe, which, as before obferved, was principally 
fupported by Eleazar, an officer bold in enterprize, 
and high in command. 


‘This occurrence brought together the-rulers, the 
high-priefts, and the Pharifees of the firft quality, 
to deliberate on the moft expedjent meafures to be 
taken at this juncture ; for they plainly forefaw the 
calamities which the continuance of the tumult 
; 7. They debated the point, 
and came to this refolution, to attempt, by repre- 


fentation and counfel, to pacify the minds of the Many of the 


people. In order to this, 


they called a general af. 
fembly before the brazen eee a 


gate, on the infide of the 


firft 
are for pas 
cific meas 


rank 


temple to the eaftward, and there pointed out the fures. 


2 tafhnets 
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oo soe rafhnefs of the enterprize, and, indeed, madnefs of 
montrae involving their country in fo deltructive a war. 
with the .From thence they proceeded to fhew the unreafon- 
multiude. 


able ground of the difpute, and the injuftice of the 
caufe; oblerving, that their predeceffors were fo 
far trom prohibiting any oblations from ftrangers, 
(which was the higheft inflance of impiety,) that,” 
in fome fort, they made it a part of their worfhip, 
as appears from their donations being preferved in 
the temple as ornaments, and in honour of the me- 
mories of the donors. 
provoke the Romans to a dangerous war, to the 
« icandal, if not ruin, of Jerufalem irfelf, by fetting 
up new modes of religion, to the exclufion of all 
dorts of people, but Jews, ‘trom offering up prayers 
and oblations to God in his holy temple, was {fo 
extravagant a meafure, as could not admit of ex- 
cufe, even in the inftance of a private perfon ; but 
further, to make it general, to the abfolute excom- 
munication of Calar himfelf, the infulc would 
juftly be deemed unpardonable. It was interred 
from thefe premifes, that the contempt would re- 
vert to themfelves; and that, in confequence of 
their refufal to offer up prayers and oblations for 
others, they would not be allowed the liberty of 
worfhipping chemfelves, when the city would be 
left without all difcipline and good order. This it 
was concluded they mutt expect, unlels they gave 
up fo idle a project, and relinquifhed jo impious a 
defign before it came to the knowledge of Caefar. 


After thefe reprefentations, feveral of the fophifts, 
verted in the Jewifh rites and ceremonies, produced 
precedents and reports of the practices of former 
times upon the poincin queftion ; and their concur- 


hefe re- ying opinion was, that their anceftors never retuied 
vee have Oblations from ftrangers. Burthofe who were bent 
no infu. Oninnovation, and therefore for {tirring up conten- 
coer epee tion, would not hearken totheir opinion; nor would 


tidus, the Levites attend Divine fervice, being wholly in- 
tent upon the war. 

‘The menof rank finding the multitude too ftrong 
for government, and that the refentment of the Ro- 
mans would firft fall upon them, deliberated upon 
the matter, and agreed upon fending deputies, fome 
to Florus, of whom Simon, the fon of Ananias, 
was to be chief; others to Agrippa, the principal 
of whoin were to be Saul, Antipas, and Coitobarus; 
which laft was the kinfman of Agrippa. Their 
commiffion was to folicit them to come with fome 
troops to Jerufalem, and crufh the fedition in time. 


Deputies 
Tent to 
Florus and 
Agrippa. 


This meflage was grateful to Florus, who was 
difpofed to inflame the war at all events, as appear- 
ed by the delay of his anfwer to the deputies, in or- 
der to give the feditious an opportunity to collect 
their force. But Agrippa, who was for the com- 
mon intereft, was defirous of faving both parties 
as much as lay in his power, the guilty as well as the 
innocent, and by that means fecuring the as to 
the Romans, and Jerufalem to the Jews. I*inding 
alfo his own interett at ftake, he fent two thoufand 

Tea auxiliary horfe, collected from Auranites, Batanza, 
ends troops “ : A 5 

to Jernfa~ and ‘Frachon, with Darius at the head of them ; and 
lem. Philip, the fon of Joachim, their general. 


Agrippa 


The rulers of the people, with the high-priefts, 
and all that were difpofed for peace, received thefe 
deputies into the upper town, the lower partof the 

Awarke- rcemple being in the hands of the faction. They 

zen inthe began a fkirmifh with flings and darts, bows and 
™ arrows, and maintained it without intermiffion. 
Sometimes they made fallies and excurfions, and 
fometimes fought hand to hand. The feditious 
were the more refolute and daring, but the king’s 

* foldiers were fuperior in military fill, Their prin- 
cipal aim was to force the facrilegious faction out 
of the remple; while Eleazar, and his accomplices, 
laboured as hard, on the other fide, to make them- 
felves matters of the upper town. The conteft 
lafted feven days, without any material advantage 
on either fide, but with great flaughter on both. 


Attended 
with great 
flaughter. 








The feftivalof Xylophorianowdrawingon, which 
took its name from the cuftom of carrying wood to 
the temple, to keep fire all the year round, they ex- 
cluded the feditious from their worfhip. But while 


It was reprefented, that, co - 
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as i broad h ee 
a party of the Jews were abroad upon this off 

band of affaffins, called Sicarii, Fell sig aa 
them, and improving the advantage of the king’s 7... 
troops being overborne both with hardinels and tor. 
numbers, they forced them out of the upper town, *.- 
and the faction immediately took pofleffion of it 
They then fet fire co the houfe of Ananias, the high. 
prieft, and to the palaces of Agrippa and Berenice 
propofing, in the next eae to burn the offices of 
record, and the contracts belonging to their credi- 
tors, and thereby diffolve their obligations for pay. 

ing theirdebts. This was done to gain to their in- 
tereft multicudes of debtors, who might then join 

in an infurreétion with fafety againft the more weal- 
thy. The. keepers of the records, in fine, abandon- 

ed their cruft, and confulted their own perfonal 
Safety, and both writings and_ offices were all burnt, 
After this {tab to the ftrength and credit of the city 

they applied themfelves more particularly to the 
profecution of the war. 





In this fcene of confufion many of the rioters, 
and high-prieits, were forced to fly for fatety to fub- 
terraneous caverns; while others got amongft the 
king’s troops into the upper palace, and immedi- 
ately fhut the gates. In this number were Ananias, 
the high-prieft, Hlezekias, his brother, and the de- 
puties of Agrippa. 


The feditious contented themfelves, for the pre- 
fent, with the advantage they had obtained, and the 
milchiefs they had done, and proceeded no farther. 
But the day following, being the fifteenth of the 
month Lous, they attacked the caftle of Antonia, 
atter two days carried ic by affault, cut off the whole 7 
garrifon, and fet fire to the place. Pafling fronv? 
thence co the palace, where the troops of Agrippa 
had taken fanétuary, they divided themfelves into 
four bodies, and attempted the undermining of the 
walls; but the detendants were obliged to keep 
clofe, not being ftrong enough to venture a fally. 
The affailants plied their works, and feveral of the 
faction, as well as the Sicarii, perifhed under the 
walls. In fine, they foughe day and night, without 
refpite : the faction, in hopes of: rendering the be- 
fieged defpond by tlarving them; and the befieged, 
thinking to tire out the faétion with the fatigue of 
unremitting duty. 


There was amongft the feditious one Manahem,' 
the fon of Judas of Galilee, a fubtle and {pecious 
orator, who had formerly upbraided the Jews, un- 
der Cyrenius, for proteffing to worfhip one God, and 
at the fame time acknowledging the fupremacy of 
the Romans. This Manahem, having a defign upon 
Herod’s arfenal ac Maffada, inveigled_feveral men ™ 
of rank into his party, took them with him, and fe 
forced the place, armed a band of vagrants, and }: 
marched with the ftate of a_king co Jerulaiem, 
where he jet up as head of the mutinecrs, an 
gave orders in form for carrying on the fiegeot the 
palace. 


But they wanted proper inftruments; for it wes 
impracticable to undermine the wall, as the enemy 
fhowered darts upon them from above; fo that they 
began to break ground ata diftance, and carried on 
a covered way to the foot of one of the towers, which 
they undermined at the foundation, and then prop- 
ped it up with timber to fupport the weight. W hen 
they had finifhed the work, they fer fire to thole 
timbers, and fo withdrew ; and the pillars heing 
confumed, the turret fell to the ground. — Bur the 
king?s troops, it feems, were aware of this ftrarager", 
and ran up another wall immediately behind the 
turret to make the place good. Thisdifcevery, oper 
the fall of one of the towers, and when they deeme 
their work accomplifhed, threw the befiegers 1nf0 
the utmott confternation. “The king’s peopicin her 
palace, however, fent to Manahem, and the ot a 
heads of the faction, for permiffion to depart, 4 
thiofe of his religion, who forthwith took their 
parture. 





















‘The Romans, in confequence of this, were greatly n 
deiefted, as they were incapable of coping seo ae 
vaft anumber; nor couldthey, inhonour, defcen he 
treat with rebels. In this excremity they can ap 

i 
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camp as indefenfible, and betook themfelves to the 
king’s forts, 2s Hippon, Phafaelis, and Mariamne. 
Manahem’s party brake in as fait as the foldiers 
guitted, flaying all that came near them, plunder- 
ing whatever was left behind, and, in theconclufion, 
burning the camp. This action bare date the fixth 


of the month Gorpizus. 







CHAP. XVIII. 

Death of Ananias and Hexekias. Eleazar and his 
patty offault Manabe in the tenple. Two factions 
oppofe each other. Metilius, a Roman general, treats 
upon terns with Eleazar. The agreement ratified 
upon outh and articles. The barbarity and perfidy of 
Eleazar. Leading caufe of the deftructicn of the 
Fews. Execution upon a fabbath day. 


N the day following Ananias, the high-prieft, 
%_ and his brother, Hezekias, were taken out of 
one of the aqueduéts, wherein they had concealed 
thenielves, and beth put to death by fome of the 
Sicarn. Vhe faétion fer a ftriét guard allo about 
the forts, infomuch that none of the foldiers could 
make their efcape. Manahem was fo elated with 
the ravaging of fo many fortified places, and the 
death of Ananias, the high-prieft, that he became a 
moft inhuman and infupportable tyrant, and be- 
haved as if he had engrofled to himfelf the govern- 
ment of the univerfe. Thele overbearing tyrannies 
pave occafion to Eleazar, and fome of his conti. 
dents, toreafon amongft themfel ves upon the fubject. 
It was oblerved, that it was by no means confiltent 
that thofe who had revolted from the Romans, from 
a defire of afferting their liberty, dhould betray that 
liberty to any of their own people, and admit of a 
fupreme governor, who, though he fhould be guilty 
ot no violence, was inferior to themielves ; conclu- 
ding from thence, that if there was an abiolute ne- 
cellity of fetting up one man above the reff, it fhould 
by nomeans be Manahem. In the heat of this refo- 
lution they went up to the temple, where they found 

fanzheni at his devotion, arrayed in royal robes in 
all the itate of a prince, both as to drefs and train, 
with all his guards about him. : 


cng ¢, While _he was vauncing himfelf in all his glory, 
iy fome of Eleazar’s party made a violent affaulton hig 
u. Peron, The multitude then began co tone him, 
a thinking that the death of the fophift would bring 
* about the revival of their liberty. His guards made 
a flight refittance, till chey found he was oppofed by 
the people, when they refpectively fhifted for them. 
felves, They flew all they took, and made diligent: 
fearch tor the re(t. Some few fot privately into 
Maflada, and amongit the reit Eleazar, the fon of 
Jairus, and Manahem’s near kinfman, who after 
} Wards exerciled a tyrannical government in that 
, Place. Manahem himielf was taken lurking in a 
: Place called Ophlas, dragged out, expofed, ror- 
ees tured, and then put codeath. His deputies and af. 
>. e4nts Were treated in the fame manner, and amongft 
"the relt Abfalom, who was the chief abettor of the 
tyranny, 


,Uhe people efpoufed the caufe of the oppofers of 
Manahem, i i ‘ 














Imagining, as before objerved, that it 
would be a ready means of effecting an accommoda- 
tions whereas the party, in truth, was only an anti- 
‘ton to Manahem, that were fetting up for them- 
tlves, not fo much with a defign of fuppreffing one 
tyranny, 4s promoting another. The multitude ear- 
nettly prefied the prevailing faction not to bear fo 
wre Upon the Romans, but rather to raile the fiege, 
ae them to depart. But the more they preffed 
hee ic one fide, the more it was oppofed on the 
ther, When Metilius, the Roman general, and his 
Frente, had exerted their urmott power for the de- 
yfice of the place, and were now reduced to the 
or a ues they offered to capiculate with Elea- 
toe glee tO deliver itup with all that was in it, upon con- 
“MON ony of {paring their lives. 








readily az ‘ The terms were 
“lly accepted; and Gorion, the fon of Nicode- 


rus, Ananias, che fon of Saddaca, and Judas, the 


On . . . 
1 of Jonathan, were appointed to ratify the treaty, 
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and fign and feal the articles. As foon as the agree- 

ment was confirmed, and the due formalities had 
paffed, Metilius drew off his foldiers, without in- 
terruption, or the leaft fufpicion of danger, as long 

as the Romans were under arms. But when, ac- 
cording to compat, they came to deliver up their 
{words and fhields, Eleazar’s guards broke in upon 

them, feized and barbaroufly aliaflinated them, with- Berbarens 
out refiftance or fupplication on the part of the Ro- perayigt 
mans, or fo much as one word of reproach, except °S"*"" 
thofe of “ oaths and articles.” Metilius was the 

only man that begged it, which, however, was grant- 

ed him upon promife of turning Jew. 


The Romans fultained no real detriment by this 
ftroke, as their lots, upon the occafion, was trifling, 
when put into compariton with their vait armies. 
But it was manifellly che leading caule of detlruction 
tothe Jews; tora war now beeanie inevitable, and. Prelude té 
that upon juft grounds; and that very city which the sain gf 
took fo principal a part in the contett, was fo pol- “Jes 
luted with perfidy and rebellion, that, if ic mghe 
efcape the vengeance of the Romans, it would cer- 
tainly fall a victim to Divine juttice. “Never did the 
flate of the Jews wear fo melancholy an alpedct; 
delpair univertally prevailed, and the innocent were 
involved in the dread of the common fate, as they 
were to be an{werable for the guilty; andthe faugh- A faughtes 
ter being perpetrated on the fabbath day, rendered ens fab 
ic the more horrid and heinous, as upon that day we bath day. 
are not allowed to perform any work, though ever 
fo laudable and praife-worthy: 


LAE 


CIIAP. XIX, 


Slaughter and calamities befal the fFews. Morus con. 
dens many of them to the gallies. Shocking ravages 
iu Syria andits environs.  Peruicious effec?s of ava- 
rice. Civil diffentions bring on the mafficre of 13,000 
Jews at Scythopolis. Tixploits of Simon, a man of 

Singular flrength aud refelution. 1 lis conf ion aud 
recantation. Puts bis father, mother, wife, and chil- 
dren to death with bis own hands and Sinally bimfelf, 
to avoid the firoke of the enemy. 


PON the very fame day and hour, as if by 
the direétion of Providence, there was a mat. 20,cco 

facre of the Jews at Cefarca to the number of above reich 
twenty thouland: nor was there a Jew left in the fucain ing 
place; dor Florus caufed thofe that’ fled to be ap- day. 

rehended, and fent in chains to the gallies. Vhis 

horrid carnage incenfed the wholenation, infomuch, é 
that the Jews divided themfelves into feveral bo- einenti ae 
dies, difperfed, began their inroads upon fome of riaand itt 
the villages of Syria, and then laid watte feveral of environs. 
the bordering cities, as Philadelphia, Gebonitis, 
Geraffa, Pella, and Scychopolis. After this they 
broke in upon Gadara, Hippon, and Gaulonitis, 
deftroying fome places, and fetting fire to others. 
‘Thence they advanced to Cedala, belonging to the 
Tyrians, to Prolemais, Gaba, and Cefarea. They 
alfo over-ran Sebafte and Afkalon without Oppo- 
fition; and when they had reduced thele places to 
alhes, they demolifhed Anthedon and Gaza. They 
rifled alfo, and laid wafle, feveral villages upon the 
frontiers; and put to death as many of the inhabi- 
tants as they could find. 





The Syrians, on the other hand, made their repri- The Sy. 
fals upon the Jews, not only in the vatk numbers of Tens a 
them that were put to the fword, but the perlecu- faiveestne 
tion extended to the very inhabitants of their cities, the Jews. 
The ftate of Syria was at this time moft deplorable, 
asevery city had, in effeét, twoarmies in it; and there Terribte 
were no means of preferving either, but by deftroy- diforders 
ing the other. The days were fpent in bloodfhed, ” eps 
and vifionary fears rendered the nights more hor. 
rible. The pretence of the Syrians was to remove 
the Jews; but they were fo divided concerning 
others, whom they fulpeéted to be Judaizers, or fa- 
vourers of their clan, that, as they thought it hard 
to put them to death upon fufpicion, fo they were 
fearful of fuffering them to remain, left they fhould 
afterwards prove to be Jews. 

5B Thofe 
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Pernicious 
. effects of 
avarice, 


The Jews 
become ene- 
mics to one 
another. 


Theinhabi- 
tants of 
Scythopolis 
mike great 
flaughter a- 
mong the 
Jews, 


Exploits of 
Simon, 2 
man of ex- 
traordinary 
ftrength and 
refolution. 


Ile talees 
vengeance 
on hymfel 
and punily 


WAR S 


Thofe who before had difcovered fome degree of 
humanity and moderation, were now become inexo- 
rably cruel, from mereavarice, and the hopeof lucre; 
for hey plundered all they killed, and had the booty 
for areward, reputing him the braveft man who ob- 
tained the greateft_fhare, as having overcome the 
Sreateft number of his enemies. 1c was an horrid 
fpe€tacle to behold the ftreets filled with dead bo- 
dies of men, women, and children, that Jay there not 
only unburied, but uncovered. ‘The provinces Ja- 
boured under the fame calamities, befides the dread- 
ful profpeét of various and much greater milcries in 

uture. 


or 


The confli& had hitherto been maintained betwixt 
Jews and itrangers, but drawing towards the bor- 
dersof Scythopolis, they found the very Jews of that 

uarcer inimical to them, fo much did they prefer 
hee intereft and convenience to every other con- 
fideration; for che Jews of Scythopolis joined the 
inhabitants againit the other Jews. Nay, fuch was 
their alacrity, that the citizens of Scythopolis fuf- 
pected them, left they fhould join againft them with 
the other Jews, furprize the town inthe night, anc 
impute it, at laft, either to a defire of revenge for 
their fufferings, or the neceffity of their condition. 
Thecitizens, upon this account, told the confederate 
Jews, that if they would confirm their agreement, 
and demonftrate their fidelity to them, they fhould 
withdraw, for the prefent, with their families, intoa 
certain groveadjacent. ‘his they accordingly did, 
and for the two following days all was quiet at Scy- 
thopolis; but, upon the third night, their fcouts 
bringing them intelligence that they lay in a care- 
lefs, eafy, and fupine poflure, the inhabitants fell 
upon and cut them all off, to the number of 13,co0, 
feized the plunder, and fo departed. 


Having given this general account, I cannot pafs 
over fome particulars relative to one Simon, who 
perifhed in this barbarous action. Tie was the ton 
of Saul, a man of rank among, the Jews, and diftin- 

uifhed from the reft of his cotemporaries for the 
firmneis of his mind, and the itrength of his body, 
both which faculties he had employed in favour of 
the Scythopolitans, to the injury of his country. Ele 
did daily execution upon feveral of the Jews living 
near that place, and would frequently put whole 
troops co the rout, infomuch that his fingle perlon 
was held almoft equivalent toan army. Butin the 
end, a vengeance overtook him adequate to his 
crime; for when he faw the Jews furrounded by the 
Scythopolitans, and annoyed by arrows and darts all 
over the grove, he drew his fword, and, without giv- 
ingattroke, (which hefound of no availagainit fuch 
a multitude,) thus paffionately addrefled himielf ro 
the men of Scythopolis: ‘* How juftly am 1 pu- 
“ nifhed for the wrongs 1 have done, and pur- 
* chafing your conlidence with the lives of fo many 
“of my tellow-citizens. As I am now to die, and 
“it will not become a man of honour to fall by che 
** hand of an enemy, but rather to do juftice upen 
*S mylelf, Twill not therefore put it in the power 
“of an enemy to glory in my ruin, and triumph 
* over me in my calamity.” 


Having thus fpoken, he furveyed his wife, his 
children, his aged parents, and whole family, with a 
mixcure of rage and commileration, and while gaz- 
ing, as in fulpence, he took his father by his grey 
haiys, and ran him through che body, and after him 
hig mother, who willingly fubmitted to the itroke. 
After che father and mother, he did execution upon 
his wife and fons, who appeared rather to meee che 
weapon thin avoid it, as By that means they pre- 
vented the enemy. When he thus put all his kin- 
dred to death, he piled them up, and ordering their 
bodies to be teen by all, he Qretched out his right 
hand, and fheathed the (word in his own bofom. 
This man, from the (lrength of his body, and firm- 
nets of his mind, delerves co be remembered wich 
compilion, but whoever confiders his attachment 
‘to flrangers, mull contels chat, in the end, he met 
Wich a delerved fate, 
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CHAP. XX. 


Moaffacre of the Jews at other places. Agrippa zoos to 
Antioch, and leaves Varus his viceroy. Batanea 
Sends feventy deputies to folicit fer a garrifon. Varus 
fends a band of armed men to cut them off upon the 
way. Agrippa deprives bin of bis commiffion. The 


JSeditious takes poffeffion of the caftle of Cypres. The 
Romans furrender up Macherus to the Fews. 


I PER the maffacre at Scythopolis, other 7, 
cities rofe up againft the Jews that were a. ac 
mongft them. The people of Afkalon flew two 
thoufand five hundred ; thofe of Prolemais twothoy. * 
fand ; thofe of Tyre a confiderable number, but kept 
more of them in bonds. In Hippon and Gadara 
they cut off all that were young and active, impri- 
foning, the reft; and proceeded in like manner elfe- 
where, as they were actuated by hatred or fear. Burt 
in Antioch, Sidon, and Apamia, they were fafe and 
quiet in the enjoyment of their lives and liberties : 
whether it was that they were not powerful enough 
to be dangerous, or from compaffion to a people 
who did not feem to have any defign upon the ftate, 
cannot be determined, but the latter feems the more 
probable caufe. As for the Gerafenes, thofe who 
were difperfed were permitted to abide with them in 
peace, and they gave the reft fate conduct to their 
borders. 


There fell out, at the fame time, an unfortunate v 
incident for the Jews in the kingdom_of Agrippa, rl 
who, having occafion to vifit Ceitius Gallus at An- le 
tioch, committed the adminiftration of his govern- agi 
ment to Varus, a kinfman of king Sohemus. The 
province of Batanea, during the king’s abfence, fent 
{eventy deputies of the firft rank to defire the indul- 
gence of a garrifon, to the end that, in cale of any 
commotion or tumult, they might be able to Hp 
prefs it. Varus immediately fent out a party of the 
king’s troops to cut them off upon the way. This 
he had the confidence to do, not only without the 
knowledge of Agrippa, but entirely againft his ap- 
probation, Fle was induced to this horrid outrage 
by his avarice; fo that, after fo flagitious a begin- 
ning, he ftopped_ at no manner of tyranny or int 
quity, bur continued his havoc throughout the 
kingdom. When Agrippa had intelligence of his ,, ..4 
deflructive proceedings, for the fake of Sohemus he hs 
{pared his life, but removed him immediately trom [sr 
his Government. : 


The feditious, in the mean time, got poflefiion of 
the citadel ot Cypros, upon the frontier of Jericho, 
put the garrifon to the {word, and demolifhed the 
fortifications. At the fame inftant anocher con |, 4, 
fiderable body of the Jews treated with the Romans 1. 
in Macherus to deliver up the garrifon, who, 
choofing rather to part with it by agreement than ¢ 
compulfion, furrendered it upon conditions. 


Iem 


















CILAP 


luflances of the Fews former favour with Alexander 
the Great, and afterwards with the Cafars. A vio- 
lent tumult at Alexandria beraveen the Jews and the 
Greeks. It is compofed hy Tiberius, who sins his 
army loafe upon them with a commiffion to kill, bis 
and pillage at pleafure. — bifty thousand yee 
Slain upon the foot, and the veft beg their lives. qh: 
implacable rage of the Alexandrians 


XXI. 


Te natives of Alexandria conceived a mortal Ane 


antipathy to the Jews, trom the diys of se 
ander the Great, who, in acknowledgment of 1 het 
fervices they had done him againtt the Egypthiny 
made them free of this city, with the grant fe re 
privileges in common with the Greeks. Phere pre 
vileges were cantinued to them by the fucceflors 


} : apart £0 
Alexander, a peculiar quarter was afligned ae 







Yo themlelves, where they lived in a manner feque from 
4 


W A RR S cE 
from the converfe of other people; being alfo en- 
titled to the privilege of calling themte] ves Mace- 
domans. When Egypt came afterwards to fall into 
the hands of the Romans, the Jews had their ane 
cient privileges {till continued by Caelar and is 
fueceflors: but they were perpetually at variance 
with the Greeks ; and though they futfered juttice 
on both fides for their mifdemeanors, it had no other 
effect than to inflame the contention. 


‘Things were extremely out of order at this time 
every where, but particularly fo at Alexandria. ‘The 
inhabitants being met in aflembly about an embafly 
to Nero upon an extraordinary occafion, there came 
rufhing into the amphitheatre a mixed crowd of 
Jews and Greeks. The latter immediately exclaim 
ed that the Jews were enemies and {pics, and at the 
{ame inflant fell furioufly upon them. “They cook 


I. 








three of them, and che reft made their efeape; bur - 


thele three they dragged away in order to burn them 
alive. This commotion brought in the whole bedy 
of Jews to their retcue. They began with calting 
{tones atthem,; andafter that ran with lights in their 
hands up to the amphitheatre, threatening the whole 
multitude co burn them to afhes, which they had 
certainly done, if Tiberius Alexander, the governor 
of the city, had not reftrained their tury. He did 
not ule violent meafures, but employed fome of the 
mot popular men amongit chemielves toattempt, by 
mild perfuafion, to bring them to reafon, adviling 
them to moderation, and due caution how they in- 
“gaeveg cetled the Roman foldiers. The feditious Jews, 

iwotuit however, made a jeft of che entreaties of ‘Viberius, 
4+ and reproached him for the pacific meafures he had 


purlued. 
When the governor found the tumult was not to 
be fuppreffed wichout having recourfe to arms, he 


"OM Serias 
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bo qurct at. 
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fent out upon them two Roman legions that were 
 demnay then in the city, and five thoufand Libyan troops, 
Their orders were not 


‘pur, to harrais the mutineers. ‘ 0 
only to flay all that oppofed them, but to feize their, 
effects, and. then fire their houfes. The word of 
command was no fooner given, than they marched 
toaquarcer of the town called Delta, where the Jews 

: chiefly refided, and there executed their orders to 

‘ the ucmoft extremity. The Jews placed their beft 
armed men in the front, who, tor fome time, madean 

Te fers Obfinate refiflance, but, upon the firft diforder, they 
aria. were fcatcered and cut to pieces; though it proved 
to the conquerors a bloody viétory.. Death and de- 
7 ilruétion never appeared in more hideous forms : 
fome were caughe in che open field, others torced 
taco their houses, which were firft plundered, and 
then fet on fire by the Romans. No mercy was 
thewn to age or fex, till the place ran with torrents 

“vq, OF blood, and Atty thoufand of them lay dead in 

ast, heaps nor had che remainder been preferved, had 
they not betaken themielves to fupplicationtor their 
lives; fothar che governor, commilerating their cafe, 

. fave orders for the Romans to retire, which they did 

at the frit word, out of the deference they paid to or- 
der and difcipiine. But the populace of Alexandria 
bore fo implacable an hatred to the Jews, that it 
Was with difficulty they were prevented from infult- 
ing the very carcafes. Such was the confequence of 
the tumule at Alexandria. 





CHAP. XXII. 


Coptins marches with a powerful army againft the Fews. 
Theinbabitants of the couniry come in to him upon his 
march to Ptolemais. He is joined by Agrippa. Ze- 
luisa, the Sirongeft city of Galilee, plundered and 
furct, Ceftius returns to Ptolemais. The Fews cut 
ef two theufand Serians. Ceffius removes to Cefa- 
rea. Letal defiruttion of Foppa by the Romans. 





a 

Tees ESTItt : : — 

tar ee IUS finding the Jews, from their feditious 
fin. eons become fo totally obnoxious, deter- 
ie hed On a vigorous profecution of the war. To 


a cot he drew out his troops, and marched for 
1 emis. Fie took with him the twelfth legion en- 
* st acch he had at Antioch; two thoufand chofen 
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men out of the other legions; four troops of horfe; 
befides the king’s auxiliaries, that_1s to fay, two 
thoufand horie, and three thouland foot, belonging 

to Antiochus, armed with bows and arrows; a thou- 

fand_ horfe, and three thoufand foot, belonging to 
Agrippa; a body of four thouland men trom king 
Sohemus, a third part horie, and the remainder of 

them foot, chiefly archers. The people came Huck- Is joined 
ing in to Celtius out of the cities through which he by numbers 
pafied in his way to Prolemais, who, though they his 
might be deficient in military fkill, were zealous in 

the caute, trom their implacable hatred to the Jews. 


Agrippa affilted Ceflius nar only with his troops, 
burt his couniel; Yo that at his inttance the general 
marched away with part of his army to Zebulon 
(otherwile called Andron, or the city of mez) which 
divides Judea from Prolemais. When he came up 
to the place, he found ic cotally deferted by che in- 
habitants, who had all fled up to che mountains, , 
abounding in all forts of provilton; fo that he gave Zebulon 
his foldiers the plunder oi the city. ‘Vhough he plundered, 
could not but admire the beauty of the butidinys, and burnt. 
which much relembled chole of ‘Tyre, Sidon, ancl 
Berytus, he cauied them co be razed to the ground. 
From thence he over-ranthe whole country, deftroy- 
ing whatever fell in his way. “When he had Jaid 
waile the territory, and fet all the adjacent villages 
ina blaze, he left them in afhes, and to returned to 
Prolemais. Vhe Syrians were fo intent upon the 
boory, elpecially thole of Berytus, that many {tayed Two thon. 
behind for che fake of plunder; fo thar the Jews, & Sy- 
taking: courage upon the retreat of Ceitius, and air hy the 
falling upon them by furprize, cut them off to the Jews. 
number of near two thoufand. 


from Ptolemais Ceftius removed to Cefarea, and 
from thence sent a detachment of his army to Joppa, 
with orders to preferve the place, if they could 
quietly ger pofléffion of it; but, in cafe ae inha- 
bitants fhould put themfelves in a potture of de- 
fence, they fhould wait for the bringing up the reft 
of the army. The Romans, in fine, affaulted the 
place both by fea and Jand, and maflered it without 
much difficulty, for theinhabitants were fo far from 
attempting to difpute ic by force, that they had no Joppa de- 
opportunity for fo much as an efcape. They were thoyed, and 
all put to the fword, men, women and children, {he nh 
without diftinétion. Phe city was plundered and ae 
burnt; and che number of the flain was fuppofed 
to amount to eight thoufand four hundred perfons. 
Ceftius allo fenet a body of horfe into the adjacent 
toparchy of Narbatane, near Cefarea, where they 
Jaid the country wafte, put great numbers of the 
inhabitants to the fword, feized upon their effeéts, 
and buried their cities in afhes. 


CILIA P. XXIII. 


Ceftius fends Cefennius Gallus into Galilee. Scepphoris, 
and the neighbouring parts, join with the Romans. 
The Romans overcome the freebcoters. Gallus moves 
Srom Galilee to Cefarea, and Ceftius marches with his 
army to Antipatris. Lydda deftroyed. Ceftius en- 
camps near Ferufalem. The Fews make a furious 
Sally on the fabbath day, and put Ceftius and his army 
indanger. The Fews pul toarectreat. The Romans 
draw off, and the Fews fall upon their rear. 


CEsTIUS now fent Cefennius Gallus, the com- Cefennius 


mander of the twelfth legion, into Galilee, with Galluscom- 
ftich additional forces as he judged fufficient for the Pind un- 
reduction of that province. “Che inhabitants of Sep- jn cane: 
phoris, the ftrongeft city, opened their gates to him, 
and the reft of the towns had the prudence to follow 
their example. But the mutineers and free-booters 
withdrew to the mountain of Afamon, that croffes 
Galilee, and lies juft oppofite to Sepphoris. Gallus 
advanced upon them in their own poft; but folong 
as they maintained the upper ground they were too 
hard for the Romans, and flew near two hundred 
of them in the encounter. But when the Romans 
came to takea compafs, and, by degrees, had gained 
the cop of the mountain, and were thereby enabled 
te 


Gathus 
moves to 
Cefarea, 
Ceftius to 
Antipatris. 


Ceftius en- 
camps 50 
furlongs 
from Jeru- 
falem. 


The Jews 
nuke a 
furious 
ally on the 
fabbath 
day. 


The Jews 
prefs hard 
upon the 
Romans, 


WARS 


to cope with them upon even terms, the fugitives 
were prefently routed, their light-armed men not 
being able to fland the fhock, nor thofe that fled to 
efcape the purfuit of the horlfe. Some few, indeed, 
concealed themfelves in lurking places among the 
mountains; but upwards of two thoufand of them 
were Cut to pieces. 


Gallus, apprehending no caufe for innovation in 
Galilee, drew off his troups to Cefarea; and Ceftius, 
with his whole army, went to Antipatris. He was 
there given to underitand, that a confiderable body 
of the Jews were ‘got together into the tower of 
Aphec, and fent a party thither to diflodge them. 
The Jews, not being in a condition to ftand the at- 
tack, left it to the Romans, who riffed it, and then 
ferting fire to all the adjoining villages, took their 
departure. From ‘Antipatris Ceftius removed to 
Lydda, where he found only fifty men, the reft be- 
ing gone up to Jerufalem to the featt of tabernacles. 
He put thote filcy tothe fword, burnt the town; and 
then advanced, by the way of Bethoron, to a cer- 
tain place called Gaboah, fifty furlongs from Jeru- 
fale, and there pitched his camp. 


The Jews, finding the war approach their metro- 
polis, left the feftival, and betook themielves to their 
arms. They thought their number fufficient, and 
in that confidence fa}lied out upon the Romans, with 
hideous clamour, and in great confufion, regardle{s 
of any qualms, it being now their fabbath, which, as 
often mentioned, is by them mott {crupuloufly ob- 
ferved. But the fame rage which caufed them to 
difpenfe with the obfervance of the fabbath, proved 
an advantage to them in the execution of their de- 
fign upon their enemies; for they threw the Ro- 
mans into diforder upon the firft charge, broke into 
their ranks, and made fo furious anattack upon their 
main body, that, if they had not been fupported by 
a party of foot which was then entire, and a troop of 
horfe that came up to their relief in the critical mi- 
nute, Ceftius, and his whole army, had been in dan- 
ger of being loft. There fell five hundred and 
fifteen of the Romans in this fkirmifh; four hundred 
of them horfe, the reft foot. Two and twenty only 
of the Jews were flain upon the fpot. Thofe who 
fignalized themfelves upon the occafion were Mono- 
bafus and Cenedoeus, two kinfmen of Monobatus, 
king of the Adiabenians. The next in reputation 
to thefe two heroes were Niger of Perea, and Silas, 
the Babylonian, who went over from king Agrippa, 
whom he had formerly ferved, into the intereit of 
the Jews. 


The Jews, at length, being forced to a retreat, re- 
tired into the city; while the Romans, drawing off 
likewife to Bethoron, were preffed upon the rear by 
Simon, the fon of Gioras, who cut off feveral of 
them, feized their carriages and baggage, which 


‘they found upon the road, and fo went off to Jeru- 


falem. Ceitius continued three days after this in 
thie field, as the Jews had poffeffed themfelves of 
the elevated parts of the city, fet watches at the en- 
trances, and appeared refolved to fall upon the Ro- 
mans if they had quitted their ftand. 


CTIA P. XXIV. 

Agrippa propefes to the Fews an alliance with the 
Romans. Lhe people rife upon it, and treat the am- 
haffadors with feverity. Ceftlius falls upon them, and 
purfies them to the walls of Ferufalem, bringing his 
cobole army up to the city. [le encamps near the pa- 
lace. The Yews repair to the defence of the walls. 
The Romans are repulfed upon feveral affaults. An 
invention to fecure the pioneers. Ceftius raifes the 
fiege, and the revolters fall upon his rear. A great 
Slaughter of the Romans by the Fows. Ceftius is in 
great perplexity. Lhe miferable condition of the Ro- 
araus. Ceftius faves bimfelf by a fivatagen. 

GRIPPA, oblerving that the affairs of the Ro- 


& mans were ina dangerous fituation, while fuch 
an inunente number of their enemies had feized up- 


or 


rHe j E W S. Boos j 
on the mountains round about, determined to ty 
if the Jews were to be influenced by words, latter, Ant 
ing himfelf that the parties might be reafoned into is" 
a better underftanding one of another,; or thinking. ™ 
however; if he could not reconcile them, he might k 
poffibly be able to divide them, and abate fomething ™ 
of the rancour of the quarrel. Purtuant to this de 
fign, he fent two of his officers, Barceus and Phe. i. 
bus, men of approved integrity, to offer them 4 


ft 





‘treaty of alliance with the people of Rome, with an 


affurance of pardon and indemnity for all chat was 
pait, upon condition of laying down their arms, and 
coming overtoRome. The fatious, upon hearing 
of this propofal, were fo apprehenfive of the people: 
going over to Agrippa, in hopesot thisamnefty, thar 
they determined to affaffinate the ambaffadors. Ac. . 
cordingly they flew Phebus before he could open his 
commiffion, and Barceus was wounded, but pre. u 
vented his fall by flight: but the multitude was fo & 
enraged at the bafenels of this a€tion, that they droye 
the fedirious before them into the city, 


This inteftine divifion gave Ceftius the fairett op- 
portunity to break in upon the factious; fo chat le 
advanced upon them with his whole army, charged, 
routed, and purfued them to the walls of Jerufalem. -, 
He then marched off to a place called Scopus, leven 
furlongs from the city, and there pitched his camp, © 
He remained three whole days in a flate of inact- ! 
vity, without fo much as making an attempt upon 
the place, hoping, perhaps, that the people might 
become difpofed to peace; bur, in the mean time, 
fent out a party of foldiers into the neighbouring 
villages, to procure corn and other necelffaries. 














On the fourth day, which was the thirtieth of rhe 
month Hyperbereteus, he advanced with his whole ¢2:: 
army, in good order, up to the city, where the people» 
durtt not ftir, through fear of the factious purty. 72755 
But their very leaders were fo intimidated by the os, 
apparent order and difcipline of the Romans in their 
march, that they retired from the fuburbs, many in- 
to the inner parts of the city, and fome into the 
temple. Ceftius took his way by Bezetha, and, as 
he advanced, burnt Cenopolis, and a place called 
the timber-market. Thence advancing to the upper 
town, he pitched his camp near the palace. ff 
he had then made a vigorous affault, he might eafily 
have carried the place, and put an end to the war. 
But Tyrannus and Prifcus, and fome other great o!- 
ficers, had been corrupted by Florus to divert him 
from his purpofe. ‘Lhis falfe ftep proved the ab- 
folute ruin of the Jews, and the fource of all their 
future calamities. 





Under thefe circumftances divers of the princt- 
cipal men amongft the Jews, at the inftance of A- 
nanus, the fon of Jonathas, invited Celtius into the» 
city, propofing to open the gates to him; buthede 7 
layed his refolution {0 long, either through indigna- 
tion or diffidence, that the defign was difcovered, 
and Ananus, with his party, forced, by ftones from 
the walls, to fly for fanétuary to their own houles. 


The Jews difperfed themfelves upon this into the 
turrets, to thedefence of the walls, which they m2 ;., 
good for five days againft the utmoft efforts of (1 
Romans, though prefled with the moft impetuors 
violence. On the fixth day Ceftius, with the choicet 
of his troops and bow-men, affaulted the temple ot 
thenorthernquarter; but the Romans were fo gelle 
with flings and arrows from the porch and galleries, 
that they were not only obliged to sive way, but! 
the end totally repulfed. After thefe dilappoi 
ments the Romans had recourfe to this inventiol : 
the firft rank refted their fhields upon the ¥?'s 
and guarded themtelves with what they_called tel- 
tude, From its refemblance ro the back of 3 torial. 
which being proof againft all the enemies darts 
arrows, they were at Jiberty to undermine the v4" 
without further danger. They then made preps 
tion for fetting fire to the gate of the temple. 
fo alarmed the faction, that they gave up all fo . 
and many of them quitted the town. Buti" 
matter of joy to the moderate and peaceable part, © 
fomuch, that they called out to open the gates © 
Ceftius, whom they deemed their friend and Pe. 


yc : iit 
ferver. Tofuch « plight were they reduced, chart 
t 3 ; Celties 
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Ceftius had profecuted the fiege buc a little longer, 


wad the Romans would certainly have had poffeliton or 


the city: bur it feems not to havy been agreeable to 
the Divine will, that this dreadtul war fhould chus 
terminate: for Ceftius, as if unconicious of the 
good difpofition of the people in general, or the 
defperation of the feditious in the city, by a kind of 
judicial infatuation, drew off his men ona fudden, 
even when their hopes were at the faireft, and, con- 
trary to all reafon, quitted che fiege. This unex- 
pected retreat fo emboldened the revolrers, that they 
fell upon the rear of the Romans, and cut offa 
confiderable number both of their horte and foot. 
Cettius lodged that nighe at the‘camp he had forti- 
fied at a place called Scopus. ‘Whe next day he con- 
tinued his march, with the enemy at his rear, who, 
purfuing, cut off many of the hindmoft of his. 
men. They allo fell upon the fank on each fide of 
the army, and- failed then with darts s-nor durft 
they fo muchas turn their heads to look the enemy 
in the face, imagining the number of thofe that 
purfued them was immente. They did not even at- 
tempt to repel chofe that prefled them oneach fide, be- 
cauie their armour was heavy, and they were fearful 
of breaking their ranks; whercas they knew che 
Jews, on the other hand, were light armed, and ready 
for excurfions and furprizes upon any occafion, 
Upon the whole the Romans fuftcred greatly, with- 
out being able to avenge themfelves upon their ene- 
mies. ‘The ways, in fae, were covered with dead 
and wounded bodies upon their retreat. Amongft the 
flain were Prifcus, whocommanded che fixth legion; 
Longinus, the tribune; and Emilius Jucundus, a 
principal officer of horfe; fo that, with difficulty, 
and the lofs of their baggage, they got to Gabaoh, 
where they had encamped before. 


Ceftius remained here two days, doubrful gas to 
pon 


‘ageatde the third day he found the number of Jews greatly 


+ derams, 


‘Thr deze their march to Bethoron. 


fe Ro. 


Ta doing 





increafed, infomuch that the country was over- 
tun with them, From this he was fenfible chat his 
delay had not only hindered but endangered him, 
and that the longer he flayed the more enemies he 
fhould have. 


Upon this he ordered the army to be difcharged of 
all incumbrances, for the cafe and expedition of the 
march. The mules, affes, and other beafts of bur- 
then, he caufed to be killed, referving a few only 
of thofe which were to carry machines that he might 
have further occafion for, and which he was de- 
firous alfo of retaining, lett they fhould fall into the 


hands of the enemy. 


This was the {tate and pofture of the army on 
They were not annoyed 
by the Jews fo long as they continued in an open 
country, but when they came into narrow paffages, 


Sods. they charged their front and rear, to deparare them 


‘ 





from the main army, and force chem Further into rhe 
valley, while the multicude, from the racks and 
cragss, Qalled theny with their darts. While the 
foot were in this ftate of diftrefs, not knowing how 
to defend themlelves, the condition of the horfe 
was much more defperate, as they could neither ad- 
vince up to the Jews to attack them upon the moun- 
tains, or fecure themilel ves again{t them in the val- 
hes: nor could they keep their own troops in order 
againit the fhower of arrows that poured down a- 
pongit them. They were at Iength in fuch a 
een, that they could neither fight or fly; and 
al a defponding extremity they had recourfe to 
ia ne pafionate extravagancies of tears, roans, 
fe that are ufual in fuch cafes; whilft the 
Ho and che valles rang, on the other fide, with 
“nlports of joy, triumph, and vaunting. 


an was their advantage, that if the Jews had 
ie ere wich day-light, the army of Celtius 
the Rom totally deftroyed : but night coming on, 
cured di ee to Bethoron ; and the Jews fe- 
treat oY. tue Pailes round about, to cut off the re- 
Cat of the Romans. 


" sae fh A ; : 
e yhenCeftius found in what manner hewas befer, 
cape ‘He eee of a itratagem to affift him in his ef. 
No eéted about four hundred of his braveft 


+ 32, 


or 


ne 
lamananensemegnpensemneanee oy 


armed fituation, 


throw, being by this time retu: ned to 
deavoured, by every means, fair and foul, to engage 
as many of the Romans as they could in their party. 
Upon this they had a meeting in the temple, for the 
ele€lion of officers for the government of the war. 

as well as civil and ecclefiaftical departments. They 
declared Jofeph, the fonof Gorion, and Ananus, the The Jews 

high-prieft, governors of all affairs within the city, sprint 
recommending to their care, in amore efpecial man- the citys 
ner, the rebuilding of their walls. As forEJeazar the 
fon of Punon: though ona 
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men, and placed them at the ftrongeft of the forti- 
fications, giving orders that, when they went up to 
the morning, guard, they fhould erect their enfigns, 
that the Jews might be induced to believe the army 
had not yet decamped. In the mean time Ceftius 
fhronk away wich the rett of his forces without any 
noile, about thirty furlongs during the night. - 


When the Jews perceived in the morning that the 
place was abandoned, and the main army withdrawn, 
they immediately fell upon the four hundred Ro- 
mans who had deluded them, flew them to a man, 
and then went in_purfuic of Ceftius. But having 
availed himfelf of the night to profecute his efcape, 
they could not overtake him. The foldiers fled in 
fuch confternation, that they left: behind them all 
their warlike inftruments, which the Jews took'up, 
and afterwards ufed againit the Romans. They fol- 
Jowed the purfuit as far as Ancipatris; but finding 
it vain to continue it longer, fecured their engines, 
Rripped the dead, colleéted their booty, and fo re- 
turned with joy and triumph to Jerufalem, for hav- 
ing obtained fo important a viétory with fuch very 
licele lofs. ‘Phis defeat happened on the eighth day 
of the month Dius, and in the twelfth year of the 
reign of the emperor Nero. 


CHAP. XXV. 


The soft eminent Fows quit Ferufalem. Ceftius Sends 
aipities to Nero, imputing the late mifeondu® to 
Lloris. A confpiracy at Damafeus againft the Fews. 
Ten thoufand are maffacred in the Jpace of one day. 
The Jews, who overcame Coftius, return to Ferufalenr, 
and appoint their officers, civil and military. Eleazar 
acquires popularity. Fofiphus, our bifforian, appointed 
governor of both the Gatilecs. His leading principles. 
Mode of adminiftration. He inflitutes a council of 
Seventy. Walls in the defenfible cities. Eftablifoes 
the Roman order and diftipline. 


VTER this difatter had befallen Ceftius, the 
mott confiderable of the pews in Jerufalem 
quitted the city, as mariners would 
a ftorm. Coftobarus and Saul, two brothers, toge- 
ther with Philip, thefon of Jacimus, formerly A grip- 
pa’s general, withdrew toCettius, But Antipas, their 
Jellow prifoner in the palace, difdaining to fave him. 
felf by Night, was put to death by the faétion; the 
particulars oJ’ which I fhall relate hereafter... Now 
Cefiius fent Saul and his companions to 


Nero in Ceftiius 


Si 


The mot 


{a fhip Goking in Jews betake 
y gu themfelves 


to Ceflius, 


Achaia, with information of his dittreffed condi- fends depus 
tion, and to transfer the blame of the whole mif. stNere. 


carriige to Plorus. Ceftius adopted this meafure to 
exculpate himfelf, and raife the indignation of the 
emperor againit the other. 


When the people of Damafcus heard of the de- 
flruction of the Romans, they entered into a refo-~ 
Jution of cutting off all the Jews in that Place. 
This they were perfuaded they could effect, if they 
could but take them together at che baths, or any 


of the places of public exercife or recreation. Their 


Principle ground for apprehenfion of failure was 


Its coming to the knowledge of their wives, who 


were moftly attached to the Jewith religion. They ten thous 


took, however, their opparcunity, when the Jews fand Jews 
i maffucred 


were at one of thele public meetings, in an’ un. 


difficulty. 


The Jews who gave Ceftius that terrible over. 
Jerufalem, en- 


he had in his poffeffion a 
5 mighty 


to fall upon them, and maffa- 2 Dama 


cred ten thoufand of them in one day without any cus, 
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Cettius had profecated the fiege but a little longer, 
wash the Romans would certainly have had poefietiion of 
the city: buc it feems not to hav¢ been agrevable to 
the Divine will, thac this dreadful war fhould thus 
terminate: for Ceflius, as if unconfcious of the 
gaod dilpofition of the people in general, or the 
defperation of the feditious in the city, by a kind of 
judicial infacuation, drew off his men ona fudden, 
even when their hopes were at the faireft, and, con- 
trary to all realon, quictted the fiege. This uncx- 
pected retreat fo emboldened the revo}rers, thar they 
fell upon the rear of rhe Romans, and cut off a 
confiderable number both of their horie and foot. 
Cettius lodged that night at the ‘camp he had forti- 
fied ata place called Scopus. he next day he con- 
tinued his march, with the enemy at his rear, who, 
purluing, cuc off many of the hindmoft of his 
men. They allo fell upon the flank on each fide of 
the army, and-fialled them with darts :-nor durit 
they fo muchas turn cheir heads to look the encmy 
in the face, imagining the number of thofe that 
purfued them was immente. They did not even ac- 
tempt torepel thofe that prefled them on each fide, be- 
cauje their armour was heavy, and they were tearful 
of breaking their ranks; whereas they knew the 
Jews, on the other hand, were light armed, and ready 
Jor excurlions and furprizes_ upon any occefion. 
Upon the whole the Romans fuffered greatly, with- 
out beingable ro avenge themlelves upon their ene- 
mies. ‘Phe ways, in fine, were covered with dead 
and wounded bodies upon their retreat. Amonegft the 
flain were Prifcus, whocommanded the fixth legion; 
Longinus, the tribune; and Emiltus Jucundus, a 
principal officer of horfe; fo that, with difficulty, 
i and the lofs of their baggage, they got to Gabaoh, 
‘ where they had encamped before. 


Ceftius remained here two days, doubtful how to 
proceed in-his prefent embarrafled firuation. Upon 
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CeBeucisin 
> axed. the third day he found the number of Jews greatly 
1 Fee. inereafed, infomuch that the country was over- 
. run with them. From this he was fenfible that his 
. delay had not only hindered but endangered him, 
i and thac the longer he ftayed the more enemies he 


jhould have, 


Upon this he ordered the army to be difcharged of 
all incumbrances, for the cafe and expedition of the 
march. The mules, afles, and other beafts of bur- 
then, he caufed co be killed, relerving a few only 
eed of thofe which were to carry machines that he might 

: have further ocenfion for, and which he was de- 

iirous allo of retaining, lett they fhould fall inco the 
Nands of the enemy. 


This was the flace and pofture of the army on 
their march to Bechoron.  "Phey were not annoyed 
by the Jews fo long as they continued in an open 
Country, but when they came into narrow palthges, 
they charged their front and rear, to feparare them 
from the main army, and force chem further into the 
valley, while che mulcirude, from the reeks and 
Chai, Called then with cheir dares. While the 
too were in this {late of diftrefs, not knowing how 
to defend themelves, the condition of the horfe 
Was much more defperate, as they could neither ad- 
vance up to the Jews co attack them upon the moun- 
tuns, or lecure chemlel ves again(t chem in the val- 
i lies; nor could they keep their own troops in order 

again the fhower of arrows that poured down a- 
Monit them, ‘They were ac length in fuch a 
hiuacion, that they could neither fight or Ay; and 
inthis defhonding extremity they had recourle to 
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av ie piMonate extravapancies of tears, Rroans, 
we outertes, Chat are ufualin fuch cafes; whillt the 


hae and the vallies rani, on the other fide, with 
"Miparts of joy, triumph, and vanting. 


coe was Apes advantage, that if the Jews had 

ark tvoured with daylight, che army af Cellius 

hs eee totally deflroyed > but night coming on, 

ane Aho eapee to Bethoron, and the Jews fe. 

tren oe, ge Palles round abour, co cut off the re- 
elt or the Romans, 


be een Celtius found in what manner he was beler, 

cape Thee oe a Rratagem to aMill him in his ef. 

F wee eéted about tuur hundred of his bravetl 
tyes 
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men, and placed them at the ftrongeft of the forti- 
fications, giving orders that, when they went up to 
the morning guard, they fhould ereét heir enfigns, 
that the Jews might be induced to believe the army 
had not yet decamped. In the mean time Ceftius 
fhrank away wich the reft of his forces without any 
note, about thirty furlongs during the night. 

When the Jews perceived in the morning that the 
place was abandoned, and the main army withdrawn, 
they immediately fell upon che four hundred Ro- 
mans who had deluded them, flew them to a man, 
and then went in purfuic of Ceftius. But having 
availed himfelf of the night to proiecute his efcape, 
they could not overtake him. The foldiers fled in 
fuch contternation, thac they left’ behind them all 
their warlike inftruments, which the Jews took ‘up, 
and afterwards uted againit the Romans. They fol- 
lowed the purfuit as far as Antipatris; but Hnding 
it vain to continue ir longer, fecured their engines, 
{tripped the dead, colleéted their booty, and fo re- 
turned with joy and triumph ro Jerulatem, for hav- 
ing obtained fo important a victory with tach very 
lictle lols. “(his defeat happened on the eighth day 
of the month Jius, and in the twelfth year of the 
reign of the emperor Nero. 


CHIAP. XV. 


The imo? cniinent Fess quit Ferufatem. Ceflius fends 
a putics ta Nevo, iniputing the late mifcondu® to 
Llovis. l confpiracy at Damafets againft the Fews. 
Ten thoufaid are maffacred in the fpace of one day, 
The Fews, coho overcame Coflius, return to Ferufalen, 
and appoint their officers, civil and military, Eleazar 
acquires popularity. Foftphus, our biftorian, appointed 
governor of both the Galilecs. His leading principles. 
Mode of adminiftration. He inflitites a council of 
Sfevenly. Talls in the defenfible cities. Eeftablifoes 
the Roman order and difcipline, 





The moh 
eminent 
Jews betuke 
themfelves 
to Cetlius, 


ZL FTE: this difafter had befallen Ceflius, the 
“ moft confiderable of the Jews in Jerufalem 
quitted the city, as mariners would a fhip inking in 
aftorm. Coflobarus and Saul, rwo brothers, toge- 
therwith Philip, the fon of Jacimus, formerly Agrip- 
pas general, withdrew toCetlius, But Antipas, their 
fellow prifoner in the palace, ditdaining ro fave bim- 
fol by Night, was put to death by the fadtion 5 the 
pirnteulars of which | fhall relate hereafter. Now 
Celitus fent Saul and his companions to Nero in 
Achaia, with jnformanion ot his diltreed condi- 
ion, and to transfer che blame of the whole mif- 
carage to floras, Ceftius adopted this meafure to 
exeufpare hinifelt, and raife the indignation of the 
emperor aging’ che other. 


When the people of Damafeus heard of the de- 
flruction of the Romans, they enrered into a refo- 
lution of cutting: off all the Jews in that place. 

Vhis they were perfuaded they could efleét, if they 

could but take then together at che baths, or any 

of the places of public exercife or recreation, ‘Mheir 
principle ground for apprehenfion of falure was 

its coming, to the knowledge of their wives, who 

were rmoflly attached to the Jewith religion, “Chey ‘ves mone 
took, however, their opportunity, when the Jews find fews 
were at one of thele public meetings, in an un. mlliered 
armed fituation, to fall apon thea, and maflie a yee 
cred ten thoufand of them in one day withour any cu. 
difficulty. 

The Jews who pave Ceftins thae rerrible over- 
throw, being by this time returned to Jerafalem, en- 
deavoured, by every means, dairand foul, to en@apre 
asmuany of the Romans as they could in their party. 
Upon this they hada meeting inthe temple, for che 
eleétion of officers for the Bovernment of the war 
as wellas civil and eccletiattical departments, They 
declared Joleph, the tonof Gorion, and Anannug. the 
Jugh-pricit, overnors of all affairs within the Citys 
recommending, to their care, in amare efpecial mane 
nev, the rebuildingcof their walls, As for Ile uy, the 
fon of Simon, though he had in his pollefion a 
BO nuighty 


Ceftius 
fonds depita 
lies toNere, 


The Jaws 
appoint 
ruleiy over 
tha eny, 
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mighty booty taken from the Romans, a confider- 
able {um of money from Ceftius, and a mafs of pub- 
lic treafure to an immenfe value over and above, 
they did not think him worthy of having any com- 
miffion conferred upon him, looking upon him asa 
man of an imperious, tyrannical difpofition, and 
upon his fpecious friends and confidents rather as 
guards than companions. But this did not prevent 
Eleazar ace Eleazar from infinuating himfelf, by degrees, into the 
quires pop affections and efteem of the people; for he fo pre- 
2 vailed upon them by the popular means of money 
and addrefs, that, in their profeffed opinions, no man 
was fo well qualified for governor as himielf. 
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Governors _ The commanders they fent into Idumza were 
a AcDEsnte Jefus, the fon of Sapphas, one of the high-prietts, * 
Jaumea and Eleazar, the fon of the new high-priett, at the 
parts. fame time enjoining Niger, the prefent governor of 
that province, to obey their orders. ‘This Niger, 
coming from Perea, beyond Jordan, was called Pe- 
raites. Nor did they neglect the care of other parts 
of thecountry. They fent Jofeph, the fon of Simon, 
to Jerichag:Manaffes to Perea; John, the Effene, to 
Thamna, while Lydda, Joppa, and Emmaus, were 
to be governed in the form of toparchies. John, the 
Jofephus fon of Ananias, was made governor of Gophnitis 
Jotun? and Acrabatena; and Jofephus, the fon of Matthias, 


rian, made. governor of both the Galilees, adding to the com- 
governor of mand Gamala, the ftrongeft place in the whole 


both the 
Galilees;&c country. 


Thefe governors difcharged their duty with ala- 

crity and prudence, according to the extent of their 

pee refpeétive commiffions. The firft care of Jofephus, 

quire popu When he came into Galilee, was to obtain the good- 

larity. will of the people, an intereft which he knew to be 

- moft conducive to the prefervation of order and 

good government. He was alfo con{cious that the 

certain way to make great men his friends was, to ad- 

mit them to a fhare in the government; and that the 

. moft effectual means to conciliate the efteem of the 

ae °f multitude, was to employ natives, and popular in- 

ftruments in popular cafes. Elis ee was therefore 

this: he fele&ted a council of feventy out of the 

elders and ableft men of the nation. ‘fo this coun- 

cil of feventy he committed the whole government 

of Galilee, under fome few reftrictions, appointing 

feven to every city, to hear and determine all com- 

mon caufes, in fuch manner_and form as he had pre- 

{cribed; relerving to himfelf the judgment of capital 
caufes, and matters of, greater Importance, 


He ietti~ 
tutes a 
council of 
Seventy, 


Provides for 
the fecurity 
of the cities 
of Galilee. 


Having thus regulated affairs at home, fofar as re- 
lated to domeftic policy, he took into confideration 
the neceflary means of fecuring, his people from 
foreign injuries and infults. Talking it for granted 
that the Romans would break into Galilee, he took 
care, in the firft place, to wall in all the defenfible 
Cities, as Jotapata, Berfabee, Selamis, Pereccho, Ja- 
pha, Sens ‘Tarichee, and Tiberias, with the moun- 
tain Itabyr. He fortified alfo the caves about the 
lake of Genezareth, in the Lower Galilee; and in 
the Upper, Petra of the Achabarians, Seph, Jam- 
nith, and Mero, and Seleucir, Soganes, and Gamala, 
in Gaulanitis. The people of Sepphoris being wealthy 
and warlike, had liberty to build their own walls. 
John, the fon of Levi, by order of Jofephus, walled 
in Gifchala, As to the reft of the caftles, they were 
fortified by the direction and affiftance of Jofephus 
himfelf. 
more than an hundred thoufand young men, and 
armed them with old weapons, which he had col- 
lected together, and prepared for them. 


Farntthes 
the Gatiic- 
an, with 
arms, 


ne Lhe next thing that occurred to him was the 
4 mighty power of Rome, and the means by which ic 
‘i+ became invincible, which evidently appeared to be 
their {tri€ attention to military difcipline. Ob- 
ferving, therefore, that their, readinefs in obeying 
orders was owing to the multitude of their officers, 
he made partitions in his army after the Roman 
manner, dividing and fubdividing offices of, com- 
mand into feveral fubordinations. He had his off- 
cersover tens, hundreds, and thoufands, and all thefe 
fubjected to other fuperiors, He taughe them the 
difcipline of fignals, the points of war in the found 









Je collected an army out of Galilee of 


7 : 

true J E WS. Book II, 
of the trumpet, to diftinguifh an alarum, a charge 
and a retreat, the difpofition of an army and form of ie 
battle, the order of bringing off or on, feconding ba 
the weak, or relieving the weary. He explained tg t= 
them the nature and effeéts of fortitude, mental and “ 
corporeal; and whenever he treated on military fyb. 
jects, held forth the Roman difcipline as the grand 
inftance of authority and example. He told his fo). 
diers, that, if they would lay a foundation for fuccefs 

in their milirary undertaking, they muft renounce 
before-hand, all violence, robbery, fraud, pilfering,~ 
and the like, that they muft do juftice ro all people 
without exception, nor feek to raifé themfelves upon 

_the downfal of others ; obferving, upon the whole 
that a good conicience is the only real foundation of 
genuine courage. 


























Jofephus had now raifed his complimentof forces: 
they canfifted of fixty thoufand foot, and two hundred T= 
and fifty horfe; and befides thefe four thoufand five *! 
hundred mercenaries, with fix hundred felect men ie 
for the guard of his perfon. Thefe men were no 
very great charge to the country, for_all but the 
mercenaries were maintained by the different cities, 
which, as they fent out one half of them to the war, 
employed the other half in providing neceffaries, fo 
that one part wrought for the other; and thofe that 
were In arms protected their purveyors. 








CHAP. XXVI. 


Charaéter of Fobn of .Gifchala. He obtains the con- 
Jidence of Fofephus, and then abufes it. Raifes a fed 
tion againft him. Fofephus is deferted by all his friends 
but four. His addrefs to the feditious Fews. He 
gains upon the multitude, and thereby puts Fobn upon 
other treacherous prattices. Silas gives notice of it to 
Fofephus, who haftens away to Tiberias. Fobn coun- 
terfeits ficknefs. Fofephus fet upon, and narrowly 

-efcapes. ‘ohn is execrated for his perfidy. All Ga- 
lilee reconciled to Yofephus. Terms of acconmosa- 
tion propofed and accepted. Secret plots againft Fo- 
fephus. -Four cities go over to the enemy. 


AT LE Jofephus was engaged in his admi- 

- niftration in Galilee, there ftarted up an ¢x- 
traordinary kind of impoftor. He was a native of Gif- Jose! 
chala, the fon of one Levi, and his name was John. © 
He poffeffed cunning and fraud in an extraordinary is 
degree, and was capable of the moft Aagitious prac- 
tices. His poverty for a long time prevente the 
execution of his wicked defigns. Though he wasa 
notorious liar himfelf, he was as credulous as thofe 
he impofed on. Fraud by him was eftimated a vir- 
tue, and his belt friends were the objects of his delu- 
fion. He made great pretence'to humanity, but was 
barbaroufly cruel where he had hopes of gain. His 
ambition had no bounds, and the foundation 0 his 
hopes was laid in his crimes. He was fo naturally 
addiéted to theft, that he acquired its various 
tricks, and particularly of alluring others, infomuc 
that he colleéted accomplices, by degrees, till they 
amounted to a train of four hundred, in which num 
ber there was not one irrefolute man, or inexpert @ 
the ute of arms, fo fcrupuloufly careful was he 10 
his choice for mental and corporeal qualifications: | 
The greateft part of this band was raifed from ¢ e 
villages and borders of Tyre. With this bandittl, 
however, he made great ravages, and put many 0 
thofe to the fword who had withdrawn upos the oe 
prehenfion of a war. But he afpired to far Bree at 
things, and wanted only money to put himfelt § 
the head of a well formed party. 













When he found that Jofephus was reatly 
pleafed with the adtivity of “his difpofition, 1 oa: 
ployed his influence with him to obtain the fupent 2 
tendance of the re-building the walls © of 
chala, upon which pretence he drew large Ss 
money in contributions from all the citizens 0 ee 
perty. He had then recourfe to another invented 
concerted with wondrous fhrewdnefs. He procu a 


> 
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anorder from Jofephus to all che Jews in Syria, for- 
bidding, them expretsly to fend any o7] into the bor- 
© dering parts, but of the produce of their own Ra: 
* tion. Upon this prohibition John engrofféd the 
oil, and fold it again at eight times the price it coft 


him. 

This being a plentiful year, and Galilee a country 
abounding with oil, the monopoly which he prac- 
rifed in fending fo much abroad, where there was a 
great {carcity, brought an incredible fum of money 
into his coffers, which credit he converted _after- 
- wards co the mifchicf of his benefactor.’ Perfuaded 
a at this time, if hecould once overthrow Jotephus, he 
fhould himielf obtain the government of Galilee, 
he gave ic in charge to the ruffians under his com- 
mand to harrais the inhabitants more and more, 
which would either exafperate the people into prac- 
tiles upon his perfon, if he controuled_ chem, or 
ele expole him to accufations and complaints, if he 
let them alone. As an introduction to his defign, he 
cauled a report to be circulated far and near, that 
Jofephus was in a plot to betray the province to the 
Romans; and many other {tratagems did he con- 
trive co effect his ruin. 


There was at that time a party of young men of 
the village of Dabarith, who kept guard on the 
great plain; and as Ptolemy, king Agrippa’s and 
queen Berenice’s fteward, was travelling that way, 
{et upon him, and took away all his boxes and bas- 
gage, toa great value, in rich robes, filver plate, 
znd fix hundred pieces of gold. This was a prize 
not to be concealed, fo that they carried it whole as 
it was to Jolephus at Varichee, who checked them 
tor the violence they had offered to the king and 
queen, ‘and ordered the booty to be depolited in the 
charge of one Eneas, an eminent man of that city, 
e land to be forth coming upon demand. ‘This a&t of 
a juftice had well nigh coft Jolephus his life; for 
when the pillagers cameto underftand that they were 
excluded trom all fhare in the prey, and chat the O- 
vernor referved it entirely for the king’s ule, t rey 
ran through all the neighbouring cities and villages, 
exclaiming that Jofephus had betrayed them. 















_ Uhis outery raifed fuch an uproar, that, by day- 
light next morning, there was a body of an hundred 
thouland people affembled, who ran to the Circus 
at Tarichee, exclaiming againtt Jolephus ; fome 
s being for depofing, fome for ftoning, and others 
. for burning him as acraitor. “he tumult at the 
fame time was encouraged by John, and Jefus, the 
_ lon of Sapphas, who were magiftrates of Tiberias. 
“y his violence outrage of the people threw the attend- 
ants and guards of Jofephus into fuch a confterna- 
tion, that all but four perions deferted him. He 
Was at that time in a found fleep; and as they were 
jut fetting fire to the houfe his tour friends waked 
him. Jofephus maintained an extraordinary degree 
of compoture, nor difcovered the leaft emotion, ci- 
ther at the number of his enemics, or the desertion 
of his friends, but frankly prefented himfelf to the 
view of the people in rags and afhes, with his hands 
behind him, and his fword about his neck. ‘This 
Scnerous conftancy moved his friends, and efpeci- 
ally thofe of Tarichee, ‘to the higheft degree of 
commiferation, But the favage mob, both of the 
town and country, to whom his government feemed 











burthenfome, reviled him for his treachery and op- 
Preffion, calling upon him, again and again, to re- 
itore the money, and confefs the fac. “They con- 
cluded in fine, from his habit and behaviour, thar 
ee now difpofed to declare the truth, and that 
ind it ee of obtaining both pardon and pity. 
dees t ie circumftances he thought it moft éxpe- 
a Pon ivide his enemies, and fet them at variance, 
a a end promifed them a frank confeffion of 
ined tore Matter; fo that having obtained an hear- 
s: N€ Ipoke to this efed : 








nA *T neither did j i 

i ois ee intend to. fend this money back 
ko ee” £9 “Agrippa, or to convert it to my own 
fs cgied AS it never was my defign to court the friend-. 
t a Bee an any prince that was inimical to you, or 
ee Bare, «to mytelf any benefit ro your prejudice. 
| ‘addrefing himielf to the people of Tari- 
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‘* chee) confidering the defencelefS ftate of your 
“ city without walls, your own inability to rebuild 
“them, and the avidity with which the people of. 
“ ‘Tiberias, and feveral other cities, have beheld 
* this prize, I thought I could not do better than 
s inereale it for the accomplifhment of fo laudable 
“a purpofe. If youagree with me in opinion, you 
“are bound in honour to juftity me in what] have 
“done; if otherwite, I am ready to lay all that 
“I have taken at your feet, to be difpofed of at 
** your pleafure.” 


The people of Tarichee loudly applauded this Different 


fpeech; but thofe of Tiberias loaded him with ca- 
Jumnies, menaces, and reproaches, and their rage 
and animofity became Hercer than ever. In the heat 
of their divifion, however, they declined their quar- 
rel with Jofephus, and entered into a warm conteft 
one with another. . 


When Jofephus found he had fecured the people 
of Tarichee in his intereft, (who amounted to near 
forty thoufand,) he addrefled them with more free- 
dom, pointed out to them their error, and affured 
them hae for his part, he was abiolutely foremploy-- 
ing the money they had in the fortification of the 
town. He recommended to them to leave to him 
the care of the other cities alto, affuring them, if 
they would follow his direétion, nothing fhould be 
wanting towards the charge of the work. 


Vhis carried fo fair a face, that part of the muti- 
neers, though {till diffatishied, withdrew; bur, at 
the fame time, another party of two thoufand armed 
men advanced Furioufly towards Jofephus, who ef- 


caped into the houfe, while the rioters ttood preffing - 


and menacing without. 


effects of 
the Speech, 


Jolephus was now under a fotephus 


neceffity of having recourfe to another invention : hvinge hints 
he went up to the top of the houfe, and waving his sikedaceeie 


right hand as a fignal for filence, when the uproar 
fubfided a little, thus addreffed them: “ J cannot 
* underltand the drift of your defire, nor is it pof- 
“* fible for_us to underftand each other in this con- 
** fufion of noife. I ftand here ready to fulfil your 
“© commands, if you will depute any perfon to come 
** to me, that we may treat on the matter with com- 
“© pofure and temper.” 


Upon this propofal fome of the leaders repaired 
to Jofephus, were admitted into the houfe, taken 
into a remote quarter, and there tcourged with the 
utmoft feverity. The rabble thought they had waited 
long enough at the door for the iffue of the confe- 
rence, imputing the delay to fome difficulties in the 
cafe, when, ona fudden, thedoors were thrown open, 
and the commiffioners difmiffed in their bloody hue 
after the flagellation, which ftruck the people with 
fuch terror, that thole who were higheft in their me- 
naces before, ‘were the firft to caft down their arms, 
and betake themielves to flight. 


This difappointment fo mortified and exafperated Johnframes 
Johnagaintt Jofephus, that he concerted other prac- 3 new plor 


tices to gratify his revenge. Tle counterfeited fick - 
nels, and defired permifMfion of Jofephus to go to the 
hot baths at ‘Viberias for the recovery of his health. 
Jofephus, upon this, gave him recommendatory let- 
ters to the governor of the city, to afford him affitt- 
ance in what might be requifite for his accommo- 
dation, without the leaft fulpicion of treachery. But 
John was no fooner poffeffed of the advantages he 
defired, than he tampered with fome, and corrupted 
others with money and fair words, to abandon Tole: 
phus. "When Silas, who, at that time, had charge 
of the city, received information of this practice, he 
torwarded advice of it to Jofephus, who, upon the 
very inftant of receiving the letter, (though late at 


againtt Jos 
fephus. 


night,) haftened away for ‘Tiberias, and arrived Jofephus 
orcs to Tia 


thither early the next morning. The people in ge- & 
neral received him with the utmoft deference, John > 
only excepted, who fufpeéted the Matter, and the 
faction which he had corrupted. He fent him, how- 
ever, acomplimentary excufe for not doing himfelf 
the honour of waiting upon him, pretending to be 
confined through ficknefs. ‘The people of Tbe. 
rias were now afiembled by order of Jofephus, with 
an intent to acquaint them of the advice he had 


reccived, 


Crias, 


Seca sewers 
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Jofephus fet 
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ration, 
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They are 
accepted. 


John has re- 
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private plots 


Four cities 
of Galilee 
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received. John, having notice of it, fent a band 
of bravos. to deftroy him; but, at the inftant of 
their drawing their fwords, the people gave a fhriek, 
and Jofephus taking the alarm, when the weapons 
were juft at his throat, leaped down from a ftand- 
ing of fix cubits high, which he had mounted for 
his harangue, and made his efcape to a little boat 
upon the lake, with only two of his guards to pro- 
cect him. : 


The foldiers immediately betook themfelves to 
their arms, to avenge their general upon thefe trai- 
tors. But Jofephus, fearful left a civil war fhould 
be raifed by the envy of a few men, and involve the 
city in ruin, fent a meffenger to his people, with a 
pofitive command to proceed no farther with the 
traitors than was neceffary for their own preferva- 
tion ; and they accordingly followed his orders with 
the ftricteft punctuality. 


. When the rumour of the plot, and the author of 
it, was fpread throughout the country, the people 
affembled in great multitudes, and went in queft of 
John; but he prevented their defign by flying to 
Gifchala, his native place. The cities of Galilee 
went over in general to Jofephus upon this occafion, 
and with ther many thoufands of armed men, who 
offered their beft fervices againft John, whom they 
reviled as a traitor, and the common enemy of man- 
kind, and declared him deferving of being com-. 


mitted to the flames, with the city that protected | 


him. Jofephus affured them that he was highly 
fenfiblé of their kindnefs and good-will, but in- 
clined to moderate proceedings where the cafe would 
admit, as he had rather fave an enemy by candour 
and prudence, than deftroy them by force. He de- 
clared, however, ac the fame time, that_he would 
with to find every man out of the refpective.cities 
excepted by name from pardon, ‘his goods confil- 
cated, and his family deftroyed, who fhould not, in 
five days after the publication of fuch a decree, 
abandon the intereft of John, and return to his al- 
legiance. 


The heads of feveral cities were unanimous in the 
promotion of thele conditions: proclamation was 
made in form, and all things purfuant duly exe- 
cuted. This declaration brought over three thou- 
fand of John’s party, who caft themlelves and their 
arms at the feet of Jofephus. But John, with the 
remainder, which confilted of about a thoufand Sy- 
rjan fugitives, betook himlelf to fecret practices, 
when he found he could not carry his point by open 
attempts. He fent private emiflaries to Jerufalem to 
calumniate Jofephus for extravagant levies, and in- 
finuace that he would foon become tyrannical, un- 
lefs reftrained by a fuperior power. Uhe people in 
general difregarded this intimation ; but fome of the 
Teading men fupplied John with money towards 
maintaining the conteft with Jolephus. Nay, they 
even paffed a decree for re-calling him from his go- 
vernment; nor did they think that decree fufficient, 
but fenta detachment of two thoufand five hundred 
armed men, and four perfons, eminent as lawyers 
and orators, in order to fupplant Jolephus in the 
credit he had with the people. ‘Chey were directed 
to offer him no violence, if he would come away 
by fair means; but, in cafe of refufal, to treat him 
as an cnemty. “hele commilflioners were Joazar, 
the fon of Nomicus ; Ananias, the lon of Sadduc; 
and Simon and Judas, che fons of Jonathas. 


Vhe friends of Jofephus gave him intelligence 
that an army was coming againit him; but the de- 
fign of the enemy was keptfoclole, they could not 
torm the leaft judgment of it. For this caule four 
cities immediately revolted from him: thefe were 
Sepphoris, Gamala, Gilchala, and Tiberias; but he 
foon recovered them without bloodfhed. Four of 
the principal men he had taken, both for arms and 
countel, he fent back to Jerufalem, which enraged 
the people to fo violent a degree againft them, that, 
if they had not efcaped in time, they would have 
been all cut to pieces, both thofe who were fenr, 
and thofe that fent them, 


THE 


- conveyed to Tiberias of his defign. 
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CHAP. XXVH. 


Tiberias again revolts, and is recovered by a notable 
ftratagem. The inhabitants furrender, and fend bof: 
tages for the performance of articles. Clytus docs 
jiftice to bimfelf, and cuts off the one hand with the 
other, according to feutence. 


URING this time John was in fuch dread of 

Jofephus, that he kept himfelf clofe within 
the walls of Gilchala. Within a few days Tiberias inal, 
revolted again, invited Agrippa to take poffeffion P+ 
of the town, and acknowledged him for their kine, 
But, as he did not come at the time appointed, fome 
Roman cavaliers appeared, and expelled Jolephus 
out of the city. When the news of this detertion 
reached Tarichee, Jofephus was in a very embar. 
raffed fituation, as he durft not venture himlelf 
alone among the whole body of the deferters, nor 
could he ftay in town for fear of-being furprized by 
the king?s foldiers: befides, as the next day was the 
fabbath, no pian could be carried into execution. 
Thus circumttanced, he found himfelf under a ne. Reo 
ceffity of circumventing the’ revolters by a ftrata. 3° 
gem. He ordered the gates of Tarichee to beall”” 
fhutand guarded, to prevent any intelligence being 
Upon this he 
caufed all the veflels in the lake to be got together, 
to the number of two hundred and thirty, and four 
mento be put in each of them. With thele veffels 
he failed early in the morning for ‘Tiberias. When 
he was advanced within fuch a diftance of the town 
that they might eafily difcern the number of the 
fleet, without diftinguifhing what men they had on 
board, he ordered all the veflels to come to anchor, 
and ftay behind, while himfelf, with only feven of 
his guards, and thofe unarmed, rowed up cowards 
the town within view of the place. His adverfaries 
were {till reviling him from the walls; bur, upon _ 














fight of him in this fituation, and taking for grant. en 
ed that the veffels were full of men, they threw down ‘ixx 


ube te 
foxk 


their arms in confternation, and, by tokens of the 


Jolgyet 


mot fubmiffive interceffion, belought him to fpare 
the city. 


Jofephus uttered terrible menaces againft them; 
and reproached, that, when they took up arms a- 
gainft the Romans, they fhould fpend their force 
beforehand in civil diflentions, and do that which 
their enemies defired above all things; that, befides, 
they fhould endeavour fo haftily to feize upon him 
who took care of their fafety 3 and had net been 
afhamed to fhut the gates of their city againit him 
who built their walls. Ele, however, told them, he 
would admit of fuch interceffion from them as he 
could enter upon terms with for the fecurity of the 
city. 


Upon this they difpatched ten of their principal 
men as deputies, whom Jofephus ordered to be put 
on board a veffel, and conveyed fome diftance from 
the city. He fent afterwards for fitty of the prin- 
cipal fenators as a farther fecurity for the perform- 
ance of the conditions; and fo proceeded, upon ont 
pretence or other, till he had the whole fenate In hss 
hands, to the number of fix hundred pertons, ‘t 
fides two thoufand of the inhabitants, who, as al 
as the veffels could be filled, were all conveyed 


Tarichee, and there kept in cuftody. 





The people now exclaimed againft Clytus as Be ci 
author and ringleader of this tumult, defining | fe 
fephus to make him an example, and to accept 






his punifhment for fatistaction. Jofephus had no 


defign of putting any man to death; but, howev"l, 
on the fupplication of the people, he ordered Lev . 
one of the guards, to cue off both the hands * 
Clytus. The foldier durft not venture upon rh 
execution in fuch a crowd of enemies; oni! 
Joiephus was inclined to goon hore, and doit te 
ielf. Clytus, perceiving this, entreaced Jolep 
2 
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to content himfelf with one of his hands. The re- 
queft was granted, upon condition that he himfelf 
thould cut it off. Clytus drew out his fword, and 
with his right hand cut off the left. Such was the 
awe in which Jofephus was held: and thus was Ti- 
berias recovered by Jofephus, feven foldiers, anda 
number of empty veffels. 


Not many days after this, upon the revolt of Sep- 
phoris, and fome other cities, Jofephus gave his jol- 
diers the plunder of that place and Gifchala, but, 
upon application of the inhabitants, he caufed rei- 
titution to be made of all they could difcover, and 
the like at Tiberias; propofing, at the fame time, 


to chaltize and oblige them. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


The inbabitants of Ferufalem prepare for war. Ra- 
wages and cruelties of Simon, the fon of Gieras. 

TIUS were the difturbances of Galilee quieted, 

and the Jews no fooner ceated the profecution 
of civil diffentions, than they applied themlelves to 
making preparations for’a war with the Romans; 
Ananus, the high-prieit, and the men of power in 
Terufalem, that ftood in oppofition to the Romans, 
both repaired the walls, and procured numbers of 
warlike implements, fuch as darts, arrows, and the 
like. All hands were employed upon warlike pre- 
parations ; andthe youth, in general, were trained 
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to the exercife of arms. In this confufed ftate of 
affairs the more moderate and candid part of the 
people could not reftrain from lamentation at the 
profpect of calamities to come. Thole of a pacific 
turn beheld with horror the difcord that prevailed 5 
but public incendiaries were pleafed with the expec- 
tation of mifchief. The city, in fine, wore the at- 
pect of dettruction, before the Romans came a- 
gainft it. Ananus contended for laying afide thefe 
preparations for a war, and endeavoured to bring 
them to reafon; but he mifcarried in the attempt, 
as will appear from the fequel of this narrative. 


Simon, the fon of Gioras, was, at this time, at 
the head of a band of free-booters, who lived upon 
the fpoil in the toparchy of Acrabatena, where 
they not only plundered great mens houtes, but 
injured their perfons alfo, and treated the matters 
themfelves with the greateft ignominy, exercifing 
indeed, the mott barefaced tyranny.” He went on 
in this lawlefgs manner till he was forced, by the 
troops fent againft him by Ananus, and other ru- 


Jers, to_ retire with che {mall party he had remain- 


ing to Maffada, where he continued till Ananus 
and his other adverfaries, were cut off. He made 
fuch ravages in Tdumaa and its environs, and com- 
mitted iuch horrid outrages, that, for the fecurity 
of the country, government was under a neceflity 
of putting garrifons into the very villages. This 


Iw 


was the late of affairs in Juda ac this juncture. 


End of the Si:coxnp Boor of the Wars. 
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CHAP. I. 


Inftances of the vanity and oftentation of the emperor 
Ne Lithoned “ate of ve Ronee afaire Nee 
appoints Vefpafian to the government of Syria. Elis 
qualifications for fuch atruft. Vefpafian, and his fon 
itus, draw together a powerful army. The defeat 
of Ceftius render the Fews rafb and infolent. They 
advance towards Afkaton, The armies engage, and 
the ‘fews are totally routed, as incompetent to vie with 
the Romans. Great flaughter of the Fews upon two 
Several occafions. Niger, their general, preferved in 
@ wonderful manner. The inbabitants of Sepphoris 
ave friendly to the Romans. ; 


Nero is af- HEWN Nero was informed of the ill fuc- 
pe by cefs of the Roman arms in Judza, a con- 
cefs of the {ternation and terror, as is ufual upon 
Roman fuch occafions, fell upon him; though 
sues Je he openly affected unconcern, Intimating, that what 
aed had happened was rather owing to the negligence 
of the commander than to any valour of the enemy. 

It feems he thought it becoming him, who bore the 

burthen of the whole empire, to contemn fuch mif- 
fortunes, which he pretended to do, as poffeffing a 

foul {uperior to all the cafualties of fortune. But, 


after all this oftentation of invincible courage, his‘ 


folicitude for the want of a general equal to the 
neceffities of the empire was plain andevident; for 
the eaft was now wavering and falling off; the Jews 
were in deep rebellion already; othernations prepar- 
ed to revolt; and the ftate of affairs univerfally 
perplexed. The great points neceffary to be at- 
tended to, were to keep the one quiet, reduce the 
other, and prevent the feditious f{pirit of the third 
from tainting the whole body. Vefpafian was the 
inftrument pitched upon as the only perfon Nero 
deemed competent to the difcharge of fo important 
a crau{t, He was now advanced in years, and had 
been exerciled during the whole courte of his life in 
military exploics. This was the man that fettled the 
peace of the empire in the weft, upon the revolt of 
the Germans. This was the man who compleated 


the conqueft of Britany, which before was neither ,, ate 
perfectly fubdued or known ; and he prefented his ,, 
tather Claudius with the honour of a triumph for t.. 
it, without any danger or fatigue of his own. Con- 
fidering Vefpafian under all thefe circumftances, his 
ears, refolution, faith, and conduét, the children 
he had, (hoftages for his fidelicy,) together with 
other incidental matters in favour of the empire, Ms 
Nero was induced to conftitute him general of his 
forces in Syria. For his further encouragement, ss 
his commiffion was accompanied with many fair 
words and alluring promifes, according to the cuf- 
tom of the world in an hour of neceffity. 


Vefpafian had no fooner received his commiffion 
from Nero, in Achaia, than he difpatched his fon ¥¢ 
Titus for Alexandria, to draw off the fifth and yi. 
tenth legionsthere, while he himfelf crofied the Hel- 1s: 
lefpont, and fo made his way by land into Syria, 
where he came to a rendezvous with all the Roman 
troops, and the auxiliaries fent in by the princes 
bordering upon that province. 


The Jews, in the mean time, were fo tranfported 
with the unexpected advantage they had gained over 
the Romans under Ceftius, that they behaved in the 
moft extravagant manner, carrying on the war be- 
yond all the bounds of moderation and prudence. 
They collected with expedition a multitude of their 
moft hardy troops, and marched towards Afkalon, ' 
an ancient city, diftant near 520 furlongs from x 
Jerufalem. They ever had an averfion to the inna- 
bitants of this place, and therefore made choice 0 
it for their firft attack. They had for their leaders 
three celebrated commanders; Niger, of Perea; 9! 
las, a Babylonian; and John, an Effene; menem 
nent for fagacity and rejolution. 


Afkalon had a wall of prodigious ftrength, if 
there had been but men to defend it; the whole gat 
rifon confifting only of one company of foot, an¢4 
troop_of horle, under the command of Anthony: 7 
The Jews were impatient till they came to blows 
with the Romans, and therefore marched with mor 
than ordi we 
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inary expedition to fall upon them by 
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prize. But Anthony, being apprized of it, had 
drawn his horfe out of the town before hand, to be 
in readinefs for the encounter, without being intumi~ 
dated either by their numbers or their courage. 
: Upon their advance, he received their charge with 
he great bravery, and fo puta ftop to their progrels 
: towards the walls of the town. The Romans, 
through the advantage of veteran horife to foot, or- 
der to confufion, troops well appointed to people 
without arms, countel and conduct againit rage and 
paffion, and men, in fine, of obedience and refigna- 
tion, againtt a looie headitrong multitude, made no 
difficulty of putting the Jews to the rout; for their 














Seigfous firit ranks were no fooner broken by the Roman 
pee hore, than they fled feveral ways; jome towards 
&-t © che town, where they were crufhed to death by 
(ett owds of theirown people; while others were {cat- 


tered all over the plain, with the Roman cavalry at 
their back, and ipacious room for the horfe to play 
in. Thefe circumi{tances greatly favoured the Ro- 
mans, and occafioned the flaughter of great num- 
Aces bers of the Jews; as which way foever they fled, 
‘tt the Romans were upon them, overtaking fome, 
croffing, others, while they furrounded many, and 
dilpatched them with their darts. In this calamitous 
{tate of defperation their vait multitudes were no 
more than fo many fingle men; and the Romans, 
gieady Aufbed with victory, out of their imall num- 
ber had enough co tpare. The Jews, on the other 
hand, as they were afhamed of having turned their 
backs, fo they did all chat was poffible towards the 
recovery of their honour: but the Romans, in the 
courfe of their fuccefs, without wearinefs or inter- 
miffion, purfued cheir victory the greateft part of the 
day, killed ten thoufand Jews upon the {pot, two of 
their generals, John and Silas, being of the number. 
Vhe reft were moitly hurt, and made their efcape, 
with Niger, their only furviving general, to Salis, a 
town in Idumza; and during the whole conteft 
there were but few wounded on the Roman fide. 





But the Jews were fo far from defponding under 
fo great a calamity, that the lofles they had fuftained 
feemed rather to have _quickened their refolution 
tor other attempts. This confidence entailed on 
them a fecond overthrow. When they had pauted 
a little, fcarcely long enough to drefs their wounds, 
they got together, in the moft outrageous indig- 
nation, all the power they wereable to make, and ina 
much greater body attempted Afkalon once again, 
under the fame difadvantages of want of fkill and 
dicipline, and with the fame forcune as before; for 
: they tell unawares into an ambufh laid by Anthony 

in the way they were to pafs, where they were belet, 
Bites. Charged, and routed by the Roman troops, before 
frites they could put themfelves in order of battle. Kight 








ges? thoufand were flain upon the fpot. The reft gor off 
dn” With their general, Niger, who acquitted himlelf 


feveral times upon that occafion like a gallant of- 
heer: but the enemy purfuing them clolely, they 
were driven, for fanétuary, into a {trong cattle, be- 
long toa village called Bezedel. This caftle was 
deemed impregnable; fo that Anthony, to bring 
Matters to a fpeedy conclufion, fet fire to the fort, 
as the only means’ of deftroying the caftle and the 
Seneral at once. Upon this exploit the Romans 
Went their way triumphing and rejoicing, making 
no doubt but Niger was deftroyed in the Hames. But 
it f{eems, to avoid the fire, he leapt down from the 
top of the caftle into a deep vault; and as fome of 

is friends were fearching for his body, in order to 
give him a decent funeral, he prefented himfelf be- 
fore them yet living, which tranfported the Jews out 
of an affliction almott inconfolable into an excels of 


Joy, to find their commander delivered by fo fignal 
@ providence, 





_ Vefpafian being now come with his army to An- 
toch, the capital of Syria, and, without difpute, for 


Empire, he found king Agrippa with all his forces 
Waiting his arrival. He pafled from thence to Pto- 
a in which city the inhabitants of Sepphoris, 
een of Galilee, were ready to attend him. Thefe 
rae had prudently provided for their own fafety, 
nd being tenfible of the formidable power of the 
“omans, without ftaying for the arrival of Vefpa- 
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tauty and ficuation, the third city of the Roman | 
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fian, to fhew their good affection to the government, 
they had, by anticipation, promifed as much to Cef- 
tius Gallus, receiving a garrifon from him, acknow- 
ledging him for their governor, and binding them- 
felves to terve him even againit their own country- 
men. Veipafian granted them, at their requeit, fuch 
a body of horie and foot for a garrifon, as might be 
a fufficient fecurity againft incurfions, if the Jews 
fhould make any tuchattempt. Sepphoris, indeed, 
being the largeit and itrongeft city of all Galilee, 
Velpafian judged ita matter of high importance ro 
have it in good hands. 
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CHAP. It. 


Defeription of Galilee, Samaria, and Fud.ca. Divi- 
Sion or diftribution of Fuda. 


HERE are two Galilees, known by the names Two Ga- 

of the Upper and the Lower Galilee, which: lilees- 
are encompafled by Phoenicia and Syria. They are Their he 
bounded on the weit by the cicy of Ptolemais and ~ 
mountCarnel, formerly belonging to theGalileans, 
at prefent tothe Tyrians. ‘To this mountain adjoins 
Gaba, or the céty of Lerfemen, fo called from the 
plantation of Licrod’s horfemen that iettled there 
upon their difmiffion, “hey are bounded, on the 
fouth by Samaria and Scythopolis, as tar as the river 
Jordan; on the ealt by Hippene, Gadaris, and Gau- 
jJanitis, together with the borders of the kingdom 
ot Agrippa; and on the north by Tyre, and the 
frontiers of the ‘Tyrians. 


The Lower Galilee extends in length from Tibe- 
rias to Zebulon, near Ptolemais on the lea-coatt. 
In breadth, from Xaloth, on the great plain, asfaras 
Berlabe; and there begins the breadth of the Upper 
Galilee, which extends as far as the village ot Baca, 
that divides it from the territory of the Syrians. Its 
length is computed trom ‘Chella, a village near Jor- 
dan, to Meroth. 


‘Vhefe two provinces are of large extent, and fur- strength 
rounded by feveral diftinét nations, but yet have and fertility 
ever been able to make powerful refittance upon all of Ottiee- 
occafions of controvertly ; forthe Galileans are inured 
to war from their infancy, and have been always 
very numerous. The men neither wanted courage, 
or the country provifions. Their foil js univer- 
fally rich and fruitful, and full of plantations of 
trees of every kind, infomuch that it invites the 
hand of cultivation, and courts thé cherifhing art 
of the hufbandman. The grounds are every where 
dreffed, and nota foot of it hes unmanured.’ There 
are Citics, towns, and villages in abundance, which, 
info plentiful a country, muft be populous; for the 
inhabitants of the leait of them are computed to 
amount in number to fifteen thoufand. Though Ga- 
lilee talls fhort of Perea beyond Jordan, in point of 
megnitude, it is much fuperior to it in ftrength and 
value; for, befides the fertility of the foil, every fpot 
is fo improved, that no ground is loft; whereas 
that vaft track of land beyond Jordan is, in general, 
dry and barren, and not fo proper for corn, and the 
milder kind of fruits. In tome places, indeed, as 
Perea in particular, the foi] is more fruitful, and 
produces excellent fruits, which appears from the 
vines, palm-trees, and other plants {cattered up and 
down the fields in great abundance and _ perfeétion. 

They are all watered and refrefhed with torrents 
from the mountains, and with quick {prings in the 
feafon of exceffive heat. 


The length of Perea is from Machzrus to Pella; 
the breadth from Philadelphia to Jordan; with 
Pella on the north; the river Jordan on-the weft ; 
the land of the Moabites on the fouth;, and Arabia, 
Silbonitis, Philadelphia, and Gerafa, on the eait. 


Samaria is fituate betwixt Judea and Galilee, be- St? 
ginning at a village called Ginea upon the plain, and Pefription 
extending to the toparchy of Acrabatena. The try cfSa. 
country is much of the fame nature with that of Ju- maria, 
dzea, rich in foil; eafily tilled and manured, abound - 
ing in trees and autumnal fruits, both thofe which 
grow wild, and thofe which are the effeét of culti- 


tion. 
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vation. Iris naturally dry, but amply fupplied with 
- fhowers. ‘The waters of thofe few rivers they have 
areexceeding {weet; and, asthey haveexcellentgrafs, 
cheir cattle yield abundance of milk. But the upe- 
rior advantage of thele provinces is the incredible 
number of inhabitants. “The boundary of Samaria 
and Judea is Annath, otherwife called the village 
of Borceeus. 

The fame village likewife bounds Judzea on the 
north. ‘The length of it runs from the fouth fide to 
a village, upon the borders of Arabia, called Jordan. 
"The breadth is from the river Jordanto Joppa. In 
Jeruflem the midit of it ftands the city of Jerufalem, which 
ttands in has been aptly denominated by fome the ‘* Navel,” 
of Judva, OF Center of the province. Judaa wants nothing to 
render it as delightful as it is fruitful, and that by 

fea as well as Jand, as far as Ptolemais. 


Divifion of It is divided into eleven parts. Jerufalem, the firft, 
jue ag the fovereign head of all the reft, is called em- 
phatically the royal city. The other ten are diftri- 
buted intoas many toparchies. Gophna isthe fecond 


and then Acrabatena, Tamna, Lydda, l’mmaus, 


Pella, Idumaea, Engedi, Herodion, and Jericho. . 


The neighbouring countries are under the jurildic- 
tion of Jamnia and Joppa; as Gamala, Gaulanitis, 


Batanea, and Trachon, are comprized in the king- 
dom of Agrippa. This country, which is inhabited 
by the Syrians and Jews promifcuoufly, extends 
in breadth from mount Libanus, and the fources of 
Jordan, to the lake of Tiberias; and in Jength from 
the village of Arphas as far as Julias. Thus have 
we, with all poffible brevity, defcribed the country 
of Judea, with its boundaries and confines. 


CHAP. Il. 


Vefpafian fends relief to the people of Sepphoris under 
the command of Placidus, Fofepbus attacks Seppho- 
ris, but is fruftrated in his attempt. Galilee is mife- 
rably barraffed. Titus comes with a great army to 
Ptolemais. The order of the Roman difcipline. The 
Roman method of encamping and decamping. The 
order they obferve in marches. Extent of the Roman 
empire. 


aia: HE auxiliaries fent by Vefpafian to the relief 
faa ate of the people of Sepphoris, being a chouland 
fidanee to horfe and fix thowland foor, were diftributed, after 
the Seppho- drawing them up on the great plain, into two divi- 
see fions. Ibe horfe continued in the camp; but the 
foot were quartered within the walls, for the fecurity 
of the city. They made daily excurfions up and 
down the adjacent parts, which, though they com- 
mitted no aét of holtility, cicher by allzule or fur- 
wize, was very difgulting co Jolephus and his men, 
Befides, they pillaged all che places which were out 
of the liberty of the city, and intercepted all the 
inhabitants that durft venture oucof the gates, 


stoi Upon this account Jofephus made a bold attempe 
iniaed Upon the oe but finding, co his coft, chat he him- 
mana  delf, before his going off from the Galileans, had 
emp ween made the place almolt impregnable againtt himtelf, 
Seyphores and that if was not to be gained: from the Seppho- 
rites by any means, he drope his encerprize. | “Vhis 
practice, however, as the Romans deemed it highly 
treacherous, rendered the war much fiercer, and 
the enemy more outrageous than before; depopu- 
lating the country, night and day, with fire and 
iword, pillaging whatever they could lay their 
hands on ; putting all to death, without mercy, 
where they found refillance, and making Maves of the 
ref, Galilee, in fine, was one tremendous feene of 
canteen Hire sind blood, not exemipe from any kind of ea. 
pie laity, with no refuge lett but the places which 
weil Votephus himlelt had fortified. 


ae, bitus was by this time come up to Velpafian at 
aoe Ptolerais, with the troops he broughe from Alex. 
natags fone andries and his arrival was much fooner than could 
Woo have been expected from a winter's mareh. Ele then 

: jommed che Hiteenth, fitth, and tenth legions, which 
were reputed the choicell troops of che einpive, 
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Thete legions were followed by eighteen cohorts, 


‘There came allo five from Celarea, with one 
of horfe, and five troops of horfe from Syria, 


troop 
Len 


of thefe cohorts had a thoufand men each, and the 
reft fix hundred and thirteen, with an hundred and 
twenty horfemen. There was _alfo a confiderable 
number of auxiliaries from_neighbouring princes 
as Antiochus, Agrippa, and Sohemus, cachot whom 
contributed two thoufand foot and athoufand hore 
Malichus, king of Arabia, fent Give thoutand foot, 
moitly armed with bows and arrows, and a thoufand 
horfe: fo that the whole army, including the auxi- 
aries fent by the relpective princes, amounted to 
fixty thoufand horfe and foot; befides the train of 
baggage and fervants that followed the camp, who 
had been io trained to military exercifes, that they 
could icarcely be dittinguifhed from the proteffed 


foldiers. 


The policy of the Romans, in thus training cheir 
fervants, cannot be too much admired, or too clotely 
imitated, as it renders them, at che fame time, nor 


only ufeful to private families, but alfo to the com- 


monwealth, in the important particulars of war and 
government. Whoever attends to the excellency of 


the Roman difcipline in military matters, will find 
that fortune had the lealt fhare in the fuccefs of their 
arms, and that they advanced themfelves to the com. | 
mand of the world upon the foundation of their 





own honour and virtue. They were not to learn the 
art of war when they were under a necefiity of ex- 


ercifing it; but they made it their practice In times 


of peace, and handled their arms with as much eale 
as if they were their conftant ap endages. 
and war were in every refpeét the tine to them, and 
they were ever in readincis for all occurrences, mes, 
and feafons. Their very trials of fill refembled 
real combats: not a day paffed but every man went 
through all his exercifes, which kept them in dilpo- 
fition and in breath. By thefe means they were al- 
ways in order, without feeling the inconyeniencies 
either of fear or fatigue. “Their exerciles are elfec- 
tively combats without drawing blood, as their 
fierceft encounters are but bloody exerciles. 


_ To fecure themfelves from furprize, when enter- 
ing into an enemy’s country, the firft thing they do © 
is to pitch and fortify their camp, Not flightly or 


Peace 





diforderly, but with regard to the fituation and ¢on- 
dition of the place, levelling the ground where its 
uneven, and making it in form refembling a qui- 
drangle. To difpatch the execution of this bul 
nets, they havetheirfmiths, carpenters, pioneers, and 
other workmen for fortifications, co attend the army. 
The inner part of wie camp is diftrilsuced to 
and foldters. 
‘Vhe ourfide bears the refemblance of a wall, where 


quarters, or lodaments, for the officers 


another. In the intervals. they have 


‘they raife turrets at an equal dillance one from. 


all forts ot 


weapons to be ufed ata dittance, as darts, a 
nachines for 


flones, Acc. as well as inflrumencs ands 


calling, the 





rrows, 


m. The camp has four large garess Or 
horfe and foot to pats and repats at pleature, 


Qn 


the infide there are feveral tlreers, orderly ditpoleds 


with lodaments in the middle for the p 
cers; and within chensa cencereéted for 


men; courts of juftice and eribunals, fo 


to direct, and many hands to execute, 


rinctp 


“| oll 


the general 
after rhe form of a Htcle temple 3 4 marker-pleey 
with fhops and fkandings ter arciicers and paces 

i rehe hearts 
of caufes, Civil and military; !o chat, Upon a ee 
view, itlooks likea city rebuilt on a fudden, fo Yr 
derfal is the difpatch where there are great ma 


HY o¢ 


requires, 2 trench is drawn found the whole, 


depth is four cubits, and its breadch e¢ 


When they have thus fccured themlelves, the’ 
vod, ort 


together ina kind of military brotherh 
and peaceably one with another, (yx 


fion of foraging, chey go OUT I PATE’es ¢ 


their cimes of repatk, Chey do nog cae fin 


tedly, and allrogecher, ancl the rpamperdirests 


when to feep, when to rife, and whe 


qual. 


cradel- 


ecafioll 
whole 


live 
jerly 


an any eect 


ly b 


ang as for 


ut {tle 
chem 


“ny oro fet 


watch; fo that they do nothing hut by rule anc 


mand. In the morning the folders ware uPo- 


: ‘. Neva word 0 
ollicers, frou whom they receive the word | A che 


and (uch other orders to be conmunte 


ates 
fubore 


fool: 
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yjqnates 


poo ill. 
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inates as the occafion requires; to the end 
ey man may be inftruéted in his duty, and 
how to behave himielf in action; how and when to 
jally out, or to retreat ; and todo all things in order. 
"The rrumpet informs them when they are to decamp, 
ie and then they take up their tents, pack up their 
baggage, and prepare to be gone. Upon the icone 
sounding they load their carriages, and ftand ready 
for motion. They then fet fire to the camp, which 
may be ealily repaired by throwing up another, while 
it prevents the enemy from taking an advantage. 
Upon the third founding the army marches, and all 
poflible care is taken to prevent ftragglers, and to 
move every man in his rank. 


On the right hand of the general ftands the herald, 
who, with an audible voice, puts the queftion thrice 
over tothearmy, whether they are ready for battle? 
‘The foldiers, in martial tone and action, return for 
aniwer thrice in the affirmative. Nay, they often 
prevent the very demand, by ftretching forth their 
right hands, and giving other tokens of joy and fa- 
tistaction, in hopes of coming to that iflue. After 
this the army advances with order and compofure, 
as if in the face of the enemy. 


The footmen are armed with breaft-plates and 
head-pieces, and have {words on each fide; but the 
fword on the left fide is much longer than the 
other. Thole that are chofen from the reft to be 
about the general have a lance and buckler; and 
all che reft pikes and long bucklers, afaw, a bafker, 
a pick-axe, a hatchet, a rein, a fcythe, a chain, and 
bread for three days; fo that che men carry little 
leis burthen than the beafts, 


The horfemen were long {words girt to their right 
fides. They carry a lance in their hands; a buckler 
in a {carf hanging acrofs the horfe’s fide; 2 quiver, 
wich three or more darts uponit, broad pointed, and 
about the length of a fhore javelin. Their helmets 
are like thofe of che foot, The arms of the caviliers, 
that attend the perfon of the general, are the fame 
with che reft, only being chofen by lot, the fuccets - 
ful troop has the precedence. 


This is the Roman mode of marching and en- 
camping, with the various manners of their arming. 
They do nothing, in their military enterprizes and 
combats, that is rafh and inconfiderate; but their ac- 
tions are the refule of deliberate councils, by which 
means either their failings are few, or thofe thar 
happen are eafily redrefied : for, provided that 
matters are well digefled, it is more eligible to fuf- 
fer difappointment from the ill fuccefs of a well- 
Srounded enterprize, than become indebted to for- 
tune for an advantage gained from an ill concerted 
plan. Thefe blind events give perfons an ill habit 
of abandoning all to chance, without any precaution 
or forefight; whereas men become wifer and better 
for »inflrutive examples, even in cafes of mifcar- 
nage, and have the confolation of having aéted 
with propriety, though a calamity may have be- 
fallen them, which human prudence could not 
prevent. 


The conftant exercife of arms not only tends to 
ttengthen the bodies of men, but to fortify their 
fouls tor daring enterprizes. Itis death, by the Ro- 
Man martial law, for a foldier not only to defert his 
Gon, or betray his truft, but for being in the leaft 
degree remifs in any point of duty. Their officers, 
U poffible, are more fevere than their laws, and 
make amends for the punifhment they infiét upon 
criminals, by the honours and rewards they confer 
fen men of merit. Such is the reverence in which 
R ty hold the authority of military difcipline, thar a 
soman army exhibits a moft glorious fpeétacle in 
tine of peace; but when under Preparation for ac- 
ton, it appears awful and tremendous. Every in- 
“ividual moves as a member of the fame body; and 
there is fuch harmony of motion as if they were all 
0% erned by the fame mind. Their ears are ever 
pen to the word of command, their eyes watching 


jor the fignal, and their hands ready to execute the | 


Grders of their fuperiors. j : i 
ors, in i ° 
feulty and danger” : eee 
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When they come to the encounter, and_a_ battle 
is once refolved upon, they are not at all folicitous 
as to the number of the enemy, or the danger of the 
paffés, but break through all obftacles, and think 
themlelves fure of the victory before the firfton- 
fet. If their counfels are thus guided by political Ditipline 
maxims, and executed with a proportionable de- cout of the 
gree of vigour, what wonder is it to behold the fuccels of 
oman empire give laws to the univerfe, and extend the Reman 
itfelf as far as the Euphrates on the eaft, the ocean ; 
on the weft, the fertile climes of Africa on the 
fouth, and the Rhine and Danube on the north ? 
And yet, after all, the dominion feems too narrow 
for the great fouls of the pofleffors. 


I have not recounted thefe particulars from amo- 
tive of writing a panegyric in honour of the Romans, 

ut by way of confolation to thofe who have been 
obliged to fubmic to their al] conquering arms, and 
todivert rafh innovators and male-contents from ab- 
furd and fruitlefs attempts. This fummary of the 
Roman _ military difcipline will alfo afford a very 
inftructive leffon to fuch as may be difpofed to enter 
into a martial life. 


CIIAP. IV. 


Placidus breaks into Galilee. Attempts to take Fota- 
pata, but is repulfed, 


HILE Vefpafian remained with his fon Ti- ptacidus 
tus at Ptolemais, he gave all neceffary orders makes in- 

for the fupply and government of the army; and in eornena say 
this interval Placidus made an inroad.into Galilee, mea 
over-ran the whole country, took a great number of 
prifoners, and put many of them to the {word. 

“hele were a timorous, puGllanimous people; but 
the more daring Gulileans took fané&tuary in the 
cities, and other [trong holds, that Jofephus had for- : 
tifed. Placidus, obferving this, reiolved to ter upon PBeficees Je- 
them by affault, and to begin with Jotapata, the “?** 
ftrongelt place they had, making no doubt of carry- 
ing it upon the firft attack by furprize, acquiring 
a reputation among the reft of the gencrals, and 
Opening a way to the taking of other places, as the 
very example of Jotapata would foon intimidate 
the reft to make’a furrender. But Placidus was 
much miftaken in his conjecture; for the inhabi- 
tants, being apprized of his defign, and that he was 
already upon his march, went out of the city toen- 
counter him, and_ falling upon the Romans unh- 
awares, with a confiderable body, and in high {pirits, 
as deeming their country, wives, children, and allat 
ftake, they put chem to the rout; but killed only Is repulfets 
feven of them, they being wellarmed, and making an 
orderly retreat. Of the Jews there were only three 
flain, and fome few wounded; for being lightarmed, 
they were obliged to throw their weapons from a 
great diftance, without venturing a confliét at clofe 

uarters; and upon this repulfe Placidus took his 

cparcure, 


CHAP. V. 


Vefpafian comes from Ptolemais into Galilee. Deferip- 
tion of the order of bis march. Shews himfelf to the 
Galileaus. Fofephus is deferted by bis foldiers, gives 
up the conteft, and withdraws to Tiberias. 


SOE A SIAN, being refolved upon an iricurfion Vefpafiar 
into Galilee, left Ptolemais, and gave the army marches ine 
their marching orders, according to the form of ene: 
the Roman dilcipline. “Vhe auxiharies, being light 
armed, and the bow-men, advanced before the reft, 
to keep the enemy at a diftance, and, by fcouting out 
into the woods, and other fufpeéted paffages; for the 
difcovery of ambuthes, to prevent furprize. Thefe orderofthy 
were followed by a party of Roman horfeand foor, march. 
and after them marched a detachment of ten men out 
of every company, with their arms and neceflary 
provifions for the forming of a camp. ‘T'henextin 
courfe were the_pioncers, to level) and mend the 
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ways, and cut down the trees and bufhes that in- | 


‘commoded them in their march. After thefe came 
the general’s baggage, with that of his principal of- 
ficers, and a {trong party of horfe for their convoy. 
Next marched Veipafian himfelf, with a felect body 
otf horfe and foot, fome troops of lances, and fix 
{core of his own men, drawn out of fo many fqua- 
droris. ‘The engineers, with their machines and in- 
itruments for affaule and battery, took their place 
next; then followed the tribiines and other officers, 
with a thoice body of troops about them. Thefe 
were followed by the imperial eagle at the head of 
all the reft of the Roman enfigns, as the prince of 
birds for authority and power; an emblem of go- 
vernment, and a good omen of fuccefs in arms. 
After the facred enfign came the trumpets; and af- 
ter the trumpets the main body of the army, fix in 
front, wich the proper officers to keep them in rank 
and ‘file, according to arder and good difcipline. 
‘The fervants of every legion marched along with 
the infantry, and took care of the carriages and bag- 
gage. In the laft place were the purveyors, and 
other mercenaries for the fervice of the army, under 
aconvoy of horfe and foot. 


In this order Vefpafian advanced to the frontiers 
of Galilee, and there encamped with his foldiers 
about him, earneftly preffing for action; but, partly 
in confidence that the enemy’s courage would fail 
upon the very approach of the army, or otherwife 
that they might change their minds before it came 
to.a battle, he gave them time for reflection, and 
made the neceflary, preparations for a fiege. 


Such was the fame of this great general, that the 
Jews were {truck with confternation at the very re- 
port of his approach; infomuch, that the foldiers 
of Jofephus, ‘who were then encamped near Sep- 
phoris, abandoned their commander, not only with- 
out ftriking a blow, but without fo muchas a fight 
of the enemy. Finding himfelf therefore thus de- 
ferted, and‘out of condition to encounter the Ro- 
mans, the fpirits of ‘the jews totally funk, the 
Greater part gone over to the Bae and the re- 
mainder in all appearance ready to follow them, he 
declined all further warlike purfuirs, and, con- 

* fulting his own fafety, withdrew to Tiberias. 


CHAP. VI. 


Vefpafian, having taken Gadara, puts the inhabitants 
‘to, the fword., Fofephus refers to the council of 
Ferufalem to decide upon the propriety of fighting or 
treating with the Romans. ? 


J ESPASIAN marched to the city of Gadara, at- 

Y:. tacked it, and catried it without any difficulty, 

there not being men to_make a neceflary defence. 

The Romans, upon the forcing the town, put all to 

- death without diftin@tion, through hatred to the 

Jews, and revenge for the overthrow of Ceftius. 

‘They fet fire not only to the city icfelf, but to the 

fmali towns and villages about it, laying them ut- 
terly wafte, and making the inhabitants flaves. 


The retreatof Jofephusto Tiberias, for fanctuary,, 
Bicasly alarmed the inhabitants, as they concluded 
that nothing but defperation would havedriven him 
to flight. Nor were they miftaken in their judg- 
ment; for he forefaw the tendency of the war, and 
that nothing but fubmiffion and repentance could 
fave the Jews from inevitable deftru@tion. With 
refpect to himfelf, he made no doubt of obtaining 
lenity from the Romans, if he fhould requeft its, 
but rather than betray his country and his truft, he. 
was determined to fuffer a thoufand deaths, with-. 
out foliciting the friendfhip of a public enemy. 


He wrote upon this to the principal and leading 
ft Jerufalem a plain ftate of the cafe, without 
extolling or depreciating the merit of the Romans, 
leit, by agerandizing the power of the enemy, he 
might intimidate them, or, by reprefenting it in an 
inferior light, he might encourage them to make 
refiftance without ability. He, in fine, referred the 
2 


a 
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whole matter to the council, requefting t} 

due deliberation, to fend fie word ee thes ate 
difpofed to treat; or, if, on the contrary, they wae 
determined to profecute the war, to fend him Ae 
army, without delay, to encounter the Romans 
This was the purport of the letter which Jotephus 
fentexprefs to Jerufalem. 


CHAP. VIL 


Vefpafian refolves to befiege Fotapata, whithey oft 
phus had betaken himfelf. A defperate conflid? be. 
tween the Fews and the Romans for five JSuccefive + 
days. The fituation of Fotapata. Pefpafian carries 
on the fiege with all poffible vigour, Manner of the 
attack and defence. Invention of Folephus to keep 
off fiones and fire. The Romans under great difap- 
poiutment. 


JOTAPATA was deemed the ftrongett place in 

all Galilee, which Vefpafian obferving, and tak. 
ing notice alfo that the Jews, in all their difficulties, 
fled thither for fanétuary, he determined to affault Verte 
it, and to that end fend horfe, foot, and pioneers 
acrofs the mountains to clear the ways, which were, ® 
at thattime, craggy, andextremely difficulc for the“ 
foot, bur utterly impaffable for oe horfe. Thefe 
pionecrs, however, in four days, cuta paflage for 
the whole army to march without any trouble, 


On the fifth day, being the twenty-firft of the 
month Artemifius, Jofephus went privately out of tats 
Tiberias, and conveyed himfelf into Jotapata,which, pi: 
in fome degree, revived the {pirits of the Jews, A pul Ge 
certain deferter carried the news to Velpafian of “ 
Jofephus being arrived in the town, and advifed 
him, by all méans, to haften thither, as, if he could 
once get him within his power, the Jewith war mult 
beatanend. Vefpafian was fo tranfported with the 
tidings, that he looked upon it as a, particular pro- 
vidence to infatuate the moft confiderable enemy 
they had, and thereby inveigle them with a kind of 
voluntary bondage. He therefore commanded Pla- 
cidus away with a thoufand horfe, and Ebutius, one 
of the beit officers for counfel and execution in 
the whole army, along with him, giving them ex- 
prefs orders, without delay, to inyeft the city, and 
take particular care that Jofephus did not make his 
efcape. ; 








Vefpafian followed the next morning with the j, 
whole army, and got up to Jotapata in the evening, im tu * 
when he drew up his army on the north fide of the #4 
city, feven furlongs diftant, encamping upon an hill 
within view of the enemy, in order to ftartle them 
with fo tremendous a fight. This was accordingly 
effected ; for the people were feized with fuch con- 
flernation, that not an individual durft fo much as 
look over the walls. Ihe Romans were Jo fa- 
tigued with the march of the day, that they made 
no attempt at prefent. Vefpafian, however, ordere 
the encompaffing the town with two great bodies, 
and a third troop of horte to be pofted at a diftance, 
to cut off all communication with the place. When 
the Jews found they were ftreightened and pent UP, 
their very defpair inflamed their courage, as daring 
enterprizés take their rife from neceffity. 


The next. morning. the Romans began to ae 
upon the walls, and the Jews, arfirft, madea ga eh 
refiftance; but when Vefpafian attacked them “ik 
flings and arrows, to force them from the es Ss 
and when hehiméelf, at the fametime, witha porhe 
foot, affaulted the wall upon an hill over again ae 
other, that lay more expoted to the danger of a He 
tery, Jofephus was fo alarmed-for the fafety © os 
town, that he fell moft outrageoufly upon the me 
mans, at the head of the whole body of the sae 
beat them from the walls, and followed the ac yi G 
tage with a defperate refolution. The havock oe 
fuffered was not inferior to what they did, bota ts 
ties being equally provoked and inflamed ; the | 7 
by defperation, and the Romans by fhame an ote 
dignation, to find the others cope.with them fo Pade 
erfully. There were fkill and valour on ae ried 





Back HE WAR S or rut JE W S. 39! 
hae be * 
oppokd ta fury and rage on the other. Of the Ro- 
mans there were leveral wounded, and thirteen 
fain; of the Jews fix hundred wounded, and feven- 
yee Edled wpen che ipot. The fight was main- 





therefore called the workmen together, and gave or- 
ders for the raifing of the wall, and keeping it up 
ftill above the height of the terrace. But, upon their 
reprefenting the impoflibility of advancing the work 
under fuch thowers of weapons, he bethought him- 








a tained all the day, until night parted chem. wager 1 h 
so fe ta a re ony . re os 
‘Che afailants renewed the conflict the enfuing Abe SO ee pole iavenuian 
mort, snd in this encounter both parties performed into the ground a threrehine, up a oes GE of Jofephus 
wonders. ‘Uhe Jews took courage from the repulle raw hides againit chem; thele were tobe interfperied sochesroll 
they had given the enemy already beyond all expec- betwixt che enemy and the bodics of the befieged, as ones 
tations, and the Romans from the flame a being ihewmolitucear the teins ould el and alsa te 
fo tong in ply for the very de.ay of a victory was flame, and their yichding romperacure throw ofthe 
Herle fefs co chem than an overthrow. 4 he cambat ftones and lances with Hatle r ar oni 
continued five fucceifive days, cheatlazilants prefling a . € or no impreiion. 
ih} harder and harder upon them; the Jews, on the Under the protection of this cover, the workmen 
only fupporting the defenee, but, ar plied fo hard day and night, without either fear or 


_ other hand, not 
7 the fame time, 
being daunted 


danger, chase, ina fhore time, they raifed a wall of 
twenty cubits, and forcified it with turrets and itrong 
battlements. This greatly difcouraged the Romans, 


making oceafonal tallies, without 
by the prodigious numbers they had 
Nor did the Romans abate any thing 





toencounter. Nor c ) { ¢ r 
of the vigour of their actack from the difficulty and who before looked upon thensfelves as mailers of 
hazard of the enterprize. the place ; wit they were ac once attonifhed at the 
a . i < « contrivance oO ephus, z > torti > of 
With pellet to the fituation of Jotapata, it ftands femdants Jotephus, and the fortitude of the 
upon a rock utcerly inacceffible, faving only upon Pe pt 





one quarter. [tis encom pafled, on three fides, with 
fuch precipices of fteep and proyound vallies, that, CTIAP. VIF. 
to look down from the top to che bettom, is enough 





to caufe a vertigo of the brain. It cannot be ap- Vefpafian attempts to effec? t sylay 
: raffan a Sto thed ly Parving wh e dd 

proached but towards the north, where part of the Ia , ies : 1, of ae pare $ oe eli 
: by force. No provifions wanting in Fotapata 


city is buile upon the brow of the mountain ; and 
that way alone itis aceeflible. But Jolephus had 
cauled this place to be fortificd, and taken into the 


bit scater. Stratragem of Yofephus to conceal the 
ue efrcater, and frufirate the hopes of the enemy, 





town, to fecure a mountain that overlooks andcom- Vefnof ens ee aaigs % 

C C 1 ; ) ( , an azdin has recourfe to arms. , 

mands ies; which, with other mountains adjacent, joes as of ft nw. P. uf ee Sofiphus finds 

kept the place fo clofe, thar ic was not difcernible oy OE PPL's ropofes an efrape. The Fews 
Solicit him to fland by them. He reafons the matter 


till the neareft approach. This was the fituation 
and ttrength of Jotapata. 

_ Vefpafian, finding chat he had the natural difficul- 
ties of the place, and the rugged hardinefs of the 


uth them. They continue their importinities. Fo~ 
Sephis deliberates, and enters into aétion, Fi ofpafian 
declines the affault, The invincible courage and refo~ 





people, to contend with, took up a refolution of lution of the Jews, 
ee ale ie with oon vigour, ae called 
«council of his officers to deliberate on the manner cet 
inwhich chey fhould carry on the attack. Vhe de- i HE citizens of Jotapata were fo elated by the 
bate came to this iffue, ghac a large terrace fhould be {i fuccet’s of this ttraragem, chat there paffed not 
crested on the weakelt pare of the town; purfuant ten se withouc fallics, skirmifhes, plunder, and vio- 
towhich, Velpatian tec the whole army to work, to ea by fre, {word and pillage. Vetpafian was 
provide necefury materials for raifing fuchamount; ea y irritated at this dilgrace and difappointment, Velpafian 
tach as vafl quantitics of fone and tithber trom the Ns upon mature reflection, declined the affaule, Pine er 
avighbouring mouncains, with provifions tor hur- ri determined on ftarving the place inftead of Fett of fae 
les to fhelrer the befiegers againft the darts and ha eee concluding that cither want would mine. 
fhottrom the cown. Under che cover of thete de- ring them to fubmifiion, or, if they ftood it out, 
tences they advanced their delign, though the wea- ae would do the bufinefs of the tword, and, ci- 
pos from above fell down in fhowers upon them, Aes Ns weakening er walling them, put them out 
Chey procured the earch they uled from che neiah- tl 2 condition of defence, With this relolution 
hourhoed, anddo handed it from one to another; fo ee lore he blocked them up fo clole, chat there 

, was no poflibility of paMing either in or out. 


that, with the muluplicity of hands they had to 


Tilt the . 4 Ferparle] yy i "The ai . : : 
it them, and the undertaking going on without Phe befieged had plenty of corn within the city, 


Searcity of 





ae 4 Ty Small, the work advanced with great expedi. and, indeed, of all other neceflaries, except: water t 
be, Et h. The Jews, in the mean time, did their ut- as they had not fo much as one fountain, and ale Mater bs 
bea. mot, Iyy dares and arrows trom the walls, to divert rn for their common ufe, which, in that hor andl Sy 

Bea. taem frem their defun; butall they were able toda dry. country, was very fearce in fummer, and this Wad 


cher prefent cate. “Phe very thought of a dr : 
ie ; Ce 1g a drought 
was a prear afllidion co them: indeed, they had 
abeady fallen into diftrefs for want of warer, ‘I'he 


Conk only interrupe the procecding, Without de- 
feating or difappuincing, it. 














Mairi We, : . 
“fan had by chis tine fixcy engines at work : Ae 
UA Veh yee Ea eAR eA IATES DehGe latina din place being pleatifully ferved with all ather provi- 
Veale ms to thraw toe PAR ae ne fons, and the men in oo Ipirits, Jofephus put the 
Madaltires, which were all managed by the A bilitc garrifen upon an allowance of water, that the ftock 
als abd sendercd sotanty che wall ely but the Hee SE Et Mee ee ee 
% ave : : ) | ead) Yr a . “TP . Ve 
whole toace betwixt that aid the cerrace, loo hoe for oe chee ieee chemi very much, aa thuy were 
Modlin: apprehentive of an approaching drought, infomuch 
dlsitasenee : ; that they became refraétory, and defifted from their 
iE, an ee hinderthe [ews from fally. work, 
Zoutupoan the Romans, (ripping chem of all chen: This ¢ i 
defences ; pea oe ieee : i This froward difpofition of the Je : . 
fet ae ae y thing thour them that ealily’ be eet FoI knowte: Joe not 
ee Sufable, and by dhele nieans counteracting ; re within diftan ; : ee 
with Pb eaay A re CTH ES who were in dflance ving. fy : 
sata iho ts. Vetpatian, finding: the michievous rher bill fe at eine a obit anes reat ee 
J oeances of the Jows prevail more ancl more he ( ; a Vesa amirmeg 
eYothat there warng means of preventing their “2 thems tuchas a umulwous throng, the meaturing 
h “sy but hy GHing up the intervals, fo as co exclude i. a portions, and their diffuistaétion therewith s 
Hil VaRieg. Vath we Sa does CONG rhat many of them were cut off fy 
iT aitinge, joined his troops ina clofe body, eee Aes upon the {por by 


1 Aad baa &# . ’ * 
s hota tinal end co cher excurfions. ‘ 
Che pie warer being by thistimenearly exhautled, suargem 


4 ‘ Nyy i C NV 
; Out being now breuche ‘ : : “eH i 
ae Or the town wall, oleh eee and \ clpalian m hourly expeetinee of the town fall. of barphus 
Tat eateng ie have more done on wh : ohe fice to ihe ing into his hands, Jolephus, Lo fruftrare his hapes fe aeellt a 
ae A. de- had recourte toa (ratigem, He eauled a peat maa 
. 4 ‘ pda ny 


ras tly tow > : + tind le Vyceye . ade ety I then 
: woTOwW oy than os vhs athe ty te wand 4 t ‘ y 
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hung upon the battlements within view of the Ro- 
mans, by which means he ‘induced them to believe 
thatthere could not be fuch a fearcity of water in 
the place where they were {fo lavifh of it. _Upon 
that prefumption, they defpaired of ever taking the 
place tor warit of water. Nay; Vefpafian himfelf 
gave over all hopes of carrying it by a fiege, and 
therefore again had recourfe to arms: This was ex- 
aétly the defire of the Jews, as they themfelves, as 
well as their city, were reduced to the laft extremity, 
and wifhed nothing more earneftly than to change a 
calamitous ftate of dearth of water for an hono- 
rable death in the field of battle. 


Another While Jofephus was racking his invention for 

Rratagem fome expedient, ic occurred to him, that, on the 

of Jofephus- weft fide of the town, there -was an hollow gutter, 
that ftood fo much out of the way as to be in gene- 
ral unobiferved. He propofed through the conve- 
nience of this paflage to get relief into the town, 
fuch as water, and whatever elfe was wanted. To 
that end he wrote to fome of the Jews, who lived 
about thar quarter, to fend him, from time to time, 
fuch fupplies as might be requifite ; together with 
exprefs initruétions to cover the meffengers with 
hatr-{kins, and caufe them to creep along, fo that 
if they fhould be obferved by the watch, they might 
pafs tor dogs, or fome other four-footed animals. 
"This went on till the correfpondence was difcovered, 
and the communication cut off. 


Jofephus at Jofephus, perceiving, by this time, the utter impof- 
length pro- {ibility of defending the city, and the certainty of 
poles an lofing his own life if he ftayed, called a council of 
none the leading men, in order to deliberate on the means 
of efcape. When this came to the knowledge of 
the multitude, they furrounded him in throngs, en- 
treating him not to overlook their fafety, as their 
The multi. 10le reliance was upon him. They obierved, that 
tude impor- there was {till hope of the city’s deliverance, if he 
tune him to would remain with them, as they were in general 
fey: reacly to undergo any hardthips on his account; that, 
if they fhould be all feized upon, it would be re- 
corded to his eternal honour, that he was too brave 
either to fly from his enemies, or to_abandon his 
friends; as, in that cafe, ic would. refemble a man 
leaving a veffel in a ftorm, of which he had taken 
charge in a calm, upon a comparative view of the 
cafe of the veffel with that of their city; for (faid 
they) who fhall ftand up in defence of our country, 
when we have lo{t the very man whom we looked 

upon as the only means of our fafety ? 


jolep hus, unwilling to have ic thought he con- 
fulted his own particular fafety, gave them to un- 
Ite veafons derftand, ina plaulfible difcourte, that his motive for 
the matter Withdrawing was more for their faces than hisown, 
with them. Meee “¢ i > 
obferving, that, if he ftayed with them, he fhould 
be able to do them little good while they were in 
fuch a condition, and that, if they were once taken, 
he fhould only perifh with them to no purpofe: but 
thac if, on the other hand, he was ac Hberty, and 
abroad, he might bring an army into the field out 
of Galilce time enough to raife the fiege; while, as 
Jong as he continued pent up in the town, the Ro- 
mans would be more eager for the profecution of 
the fiege, as their great object was to have him in 
their poflefion, 
The fows ‘This plea was fo far from moving the people to 
aie empl accord with his defire, chat they urged him with 
‘ freater lmportunity , nen, women, and children, 
mothers with their infants ac their brealts, bathed in 
tears, embracing his knees, and cafting themfelves 
at his feet, entreating him, with outecries and fuppli- 
cations, not to forfake chem in their diflrefs. This, 
it is prelumed, they did, nor from envying his de- 
liverance, but from a certain impulle of perfuation, 
that the prelence of Jolephus would be a kind of 
protection to his friends. 

Ie occurred to him, uponrefection, that, if he de- 
termined to flay, tt would be aleribed cto their en- 
treaties; Hto go, he fhould be taken into cultody, 
Lis commiferacion of their ftate, deplorable as ic 
was, had alfo much weight with lim; fo that ae 
length he refolved to fland it outwith chem, and bear 
his part in the common defperation of the city. 
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Having fixed this determination, he thus addrefted 
them: “* This is the time, my friends and country 
“© men to difplay our valour, when we have nohoye Wy 
*¢ of fafety but in our arms; when we are [ure to 
“¢ receive immortal honour in exchange for tran{j. ™ 
* tory life; ands by acting as firm patriots, to have 
“¢ our names celebrated by pofterity as devotees to 
* the good of our country.”’ 


From thefe words Jofephuts advanced to aétion 
and putting himfelf at the head of the braveft men 
he had, cnawed the enemy’s guards, beat them ry 
from their trenches, and drove them to the very : 
camp, tearing the coverings of their tents to pieces 
and fetting fire ro their works. This they did, from 
time to time, for three fucceffive days and nights, | 
wie infuperable boldnefs, and indefatigable Ja. 

our. 


When Vefpafian found thé Romans diftreffed by 
thefe fallies, and, though they were worfted, difdain- 
ed to turn their backs; when he alfo obferved that 
if, at any time, they got the better, they were too 
heavy armed to purfue the advantage, fo that the 
Jews never fallied, but they annoyed them much; vj: 
he commanded his troops to give over the attack, s* 1 
and not throw away their lives again{t men who de. *#** 
fired to die under the provocation of remedilefs de- 
fpair. Their rage, he obferved, was like a blazethat 
would go out of itfelf, if ic wanted but matter to 
entertain it; befides, the cafe of the Romans was to- 
tally different from that of the Jews as the former 
fought only for dominion, the latter for life and li- 
berty, fo that the one ftood much more in need of 
vigtory thanthe other. In the mean time the Ara- 
bianand Syrian flingers, archers, and engineers, were 
all bufily employed, asthe Jews found to their coft, 
But this was fo far from {taggering their refolution, 
that, onthe contrary, they prefied throughalldiffiicul- 
ties to fingle out the Romans man to man; and they « 
fought it our without quarter, the living on both sre 
fides {tepping up to fupply the place of the dead, !** 
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CHAP. IX. 


Deftription of the battering ram, The manner of ors 
dering it, A contrivance to repel the force of il. 
The Fews have recourfe to fire. One Samaasfigna- 
lizes his bravery. Two brothers diftingnifbed heroes. 
Vefpafian is lightly wounded. The extraordinary 
effec? of battering engines. A terrible flanghter of 
gallant men, The Yews maintain their resolution 
to the laf. 


HROUGH the length of the fiege, and the 
perperual excurfions of the befieged, Velpi- 

fian looked upon himfelf as in a manner befiegeds 
but, having now carried, up his works near the 
height of the walls, he refolved to bring matters 1 
an iffue by dint of battery, and ordered an engine, 
called a ram, to be brought up to the place o 
action. 

This ramisa machine of prodigious bulk and lize, ne: 
like the matt of athip, fortified with a ftrong piece” 
of ironat the cop of it, wroughe into the form of, 
the head of a ram; from which, and the maniecre 
plying it in the ule of ic, like the butting of that 
animal, it derived its name. This machine is hung 
up by the middle, with great cables, or ropes, HE 
tened to crofs timbers, well cramped cogether, ae 
itrongly fupported. There it lies upon a poile, 1 
the beam of a pair of fcales5 and, as it hangs thus 
ballancing in che air, ic is moved backward and tor 
ward by the force of many hands, and falls with 
fuch violence upon the place where 1t 15 Co battely 
with the iron part thar is pre-eminent, that 00 wit 
is able to withiland irs repeated attacks. 

Delay was now death to Velpafian, as the lenge 
of the fege had rather damped the exertions ab oe 
Romans, while the Jews were inceflantly annoy 
them by fome means or others fo that he was i 
determined on difpatch. ‘he firit ching he dil wt 
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clofer up to the town, to beac che defendants from 
the walls, and to make way for the battering ram, 
which was then brought on, that is, as toon as the 
bow-men and their companions had made the wall 
too hot for the Jews to fhew their heads. It was co- 
vered with hurdles, and wrapt in hair-fkin, for the 
fecurity both of the directors and the machine. 
‘The wall was fhaken by the very firlt ttroke of this 
engine, which railed a terrible clamour amongit the 
: people inthe city, as if all had been loft; and Jote- 
é vhus, finding that the continuance of their batter- 
ing would bring down the wall over their heads in a 
very fhort time, ordered feveral tacks of chaff to be 
paicecf provided, and let down by ropes fromthe battlement 
“Jeers © goainit the place where the engine played; and fill, 
elude the as the Romans charged their battery, the Jews en- 
ee countered them with their facks; by which means 
they generally mifled the mark, or failed of the 
effect. ‘ 

This invention greatly impeded the efforts of the 
Romans; for, in whatever line of dire&tion they 
pointed the engine, the Jews would be fure to meet 
them with their chaif bags, fo that the wall fullained 
very lictle damage from the flroke, till the Romans 
found out another means to defeat the contrivance. 
‘They procured fome long poles, with fharp iron 
hooks faitened to the ends of them. With theie they 
immediately cut the ttrings of che bags, and, upon 
this difappointment, the machine did its office again ; 
and the wall, being but newly repaired, and not yet 

fettled, could not poflibly hold out any longer. 





Tle mine 








Jofephus and his companions had no other re- 
fourcethan that of fire; fo that collecting all thecom- 
° buttible matter they could, befides pitch, fulphur, 
and the like, they diviced it feverally into three par-. 
cels, and fer fire to the Roman machines, huts, anc 
all materials that would take it, in three feveral 
places at the fame time. “he rage of the flames and 
of the Jews were fo terrible, that there was no place 
tor relict, and the danger of perifhing both ways 
wasequal. “he conflagration, in fine, was to dread- 
ful, that in a moment ict deftroyed that which 
ha ae the Romans a long feries of labour and 
razard, 
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were. Lbere was one Samazas, of Paab, in Galilee, and 

wu. the ton of Mleazar, who fignalized himielf, on this 
occafion, by a mott memorable aétion. He took up 
aflone of enormous bulk, and cafl it down trom 
the wall upon the machine with fuch prodigious 
force, that he broke off the iron head of it; and 
then leaping down into the middle of his enemies, 
carried it off, without any apprehentfion of danger, to 
the foot of the wall, where he ftood awhile, unarmed 
as he was, a common mark for the enemy, till he 
had five arrows ituck in his body. In this condi- 
tion he re-mounted the wall, where he ftood, for a 
fhort time, a glorious {pectacle, without any change 
either of countenance or behaviour, till at length he 
expired with the anguifh of his wounds, and the 
head of the machine in his arms, which he would 
never quit till che laft. 


, Uhere were alfo two'brothers, of Ruma, in Gali- 

lee, Netiras and Philip, who exhibited fingular 
-inftances of refolution. “Chefe men fell upon the 
foidiers of the tenth legion with fuch impetuous 
fury, that they broke into Roman army, and drove 
all oppoficion before them; while Jofephus, at the 
head of a troop of men with fire-brands, burnt the 
machines, huts, and works, of the fifth and tenth 
legions 5 and thole that followed made the fame 
havoc with what was left. 





By the evening of the fame day, the Romans were 
at work with the fame engine upon that part of the 
wali thar had heen fhattered and broken before. Vef- 
; bauian, atthe fame time, received a fhot upon the 

ee by an arrow out of the town; but it proved a 
fighe wound, as the force of the arrow, through the 
Sreat diftance, was fpent. Chote who were near 
enough to fee their Sencral’s blood, fo alarmed the 
whole army with the report, that the principal offi- 
Cers quitted their potts, and came to the head quar- 
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ro bring his Mingers, archers, andordinary machines, |} ters to Jearn the particulars of the incident; Titus 
AS ? 


himielf being at the head of them, from an impa- 
tient regard tor the welfare of his father: but this 
generous concern threw the multitude into a con- 
ilernation. 


Vefpafian, however, quickly put them all out of 

their, pain, both his fon Vitas and the army, by 

fhewing hinfelf with the utmoik franknefs, and 

pointing out to them that the accident was attended 

with no injurious effeét; fo that the anxiety and for- 

row under which they laboured before, for fear of 

a mortal ftroke, were now turned into the trant 

pere of an honourable revenge; Velpafian encou- 

raging the foldiers, and the foldiers one another, to 

renew the aflaule in defiance of all oppofition. The The befieg= 

enemies ttones and arrows deftroyed great numbers ed refill the 
i. Si ae : farce of the 

of the Jews: but Jofephus and his people did not pachines. 

defert the wall, but, with fire, fword, and other im- 

plements of war, galled thofe who had the direétion 

of the battering engine. The Jews, however, with 

all their bravery, could advance but very flowly, as 

they were forced to engage in fight of the enemy ; 

and the very fire they nade ufe of againft the Ro- 

mans, afforded the enemy light againit themielves; 

fo that they ttood fo fair'a mark, that there was no 

miffing it on the one fide, nor any avoiding iton the 

other; for they could not fo much as fee the very 

machines from whence the weapons came. By the te 

force of {tones from thele engines, the very battle. Tne tones 

ments, and the corners of the towers, were broken gines. 

down, and where they fell in a body, they carried 

away whole files before them. But thofe who 

would be informed of the wonderful effeeét of thefe 

machines, need only look into the hiftory of the 

tremendous events of that memorable night. 


One of the guards of Jofephus, as he was upon 
the walls of Jotapata, had his head ftruck off with 
a flone fron: one of thefe engines, which was car- 
ried three furlongs from the place, as if it had been 
thrown outofa fling: and another coming acrofs a 
pregnant woman, carried the child within her half 
aturlong fromthe body. ‘The prodigious violence 
and noife of thefe machines, and of che weapons they 
caft, the groans of the wounded falling from the 
walls, the fhrieks of women within the town, an- 
{wered by miferable wretches without, the town- 
ditch running with blood, and filled with piles of 
carcales fufficient to mount an enemy to the affaule, 
and the echo fromthe mouniains rev fr ocrating the 
difmal founds during that tremendous nighe, fer ved 
to itrike the eye and ear with inexpreffible horror. 
There was a great flaughter of gallant men in this Many gat. 
agtion, who fell in defence of the liberty of their ews 
country, which they maintained all night, againit che ponce ot 
utmolt ciforts of the enemy’s machines, till break of their coun- 
day, and then the walls fell to pieces. But the Jews, ' 
even in this extremity, made the breach good with 
their bodies and their arms, beforethe Romans could 
pafs their men over the ditch to the attack, 


CTHIAP. X. 


» Pefpofian makes ready to florm the city. Tofephus makes 


the neceffary preparations for its defence. Horrid out- 
cries upon the approach of the Roman army to the 
city. A bloody conflitt betwixt the Jews and the Ro- 
mans. The Romais advance up to the wall under co- 
wer of their bucklers. FJofephus orders Scalding oil 
to be poured on the affailants to force them off. The 
extraordinary courage and conftancy of the Romans. 
Vefprfian orders the reifing of his platform. The 


‘Tews are compelled to quit the breach. 
¥ A/ HIE. N the army had _a little refrefhed them- Vefpaf 

VV telves, after the fatigue of the laft night’s ex- ichires te 
traordinary exertion, Vefpafian made every necef- form the 
fary preparation foranaffault, taking care, inthe firtt %Y- 
place, to keep the Jews from daring to thew them- 
felves in the breach. To this end he difmounted a 
party of the beft horfe he had, armed them ar all 
points, and fo ranged them in three divifions, with 

5 F pikes 


Jefephus 
Prepires to 
defend it. 


Gives his 
people prea 
vious ine 
ttructions, 


Horrid out- 
cries on the 
approach of 


the enemy, 


A bloody 
contlict bee 
tween the 
Romans 
and the 
Jews, 
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pikes in their hands, to make good the breach, and, 
upon the advance of the bridges, to be the firft to 
enter the town. The horfe were ieconded by a body 
of choice foot. The remainder of the horfe werc to 
be diftributed round the mountainous parts of the 
city, to prevent any of the enemy from efcaping 
upon its furrender. The next in order were the ar- 
chers, with their bows and arrows fixed-at hand; 
and then the flingers and engineers. Others were 
employed with ladders to attempt the fcaling of 
{ome parts of the wall that were entire, which was 
intended only for an amufement, and draw off the 
affiltance from other places that more needed it, and 
to ad them, by this diverfion, to abandon the at- 
tack. 


or 


Jofephus was fo well informed of the purpofes 
and defigns of the Romans, that he employed only 
men that were fuperannuated for the guard of thofe 
parts of the wall that were found. But wherever 
there was the leaft flaw, he appointed none to that 
duty, but thole of tried integrity and courage. He 
put himfelf, with five more, at the head of them, to 
receive the firft fhock of the enemy; giving them 
in charge, not to heed the outcries of infulting cla- 
mours, but rather to fhut their ears againit them, 
as they were but empty founds. He directed them 
to cover their heads with their fhields, as the beft de- 
fence againft the arrows of the enemy; or to with- 
draw a little till they had emptied their quivers; 
but added, that, if they once came to Jay over their 
bridges, the only refource then was fighting; not as 
in defence of a country that is to be preferved, but 
for the honour of a country that is already loft; 
and that therefore they fhould make the authors of 
their deftruétion pay dear for their acquifition; for 
they mutt expect, upon the fubduing of their city, 
that theiradverfaries would gratify theircruelty with 
the blood of their fathers, wives, and children. 


When the common people, the women, and the 
children, faw the town furrounded by a three-fold 
army, and no force fent out to encounter them, the 
enemy marching up with their drawn fwords towards 
the weak fide of the wall, the mountains round 
about glittering with arms, and the Arabians ready 
with their arrows, they made a lamentable outcry, 
as if deftruction not only threatened, but was actu- 
ally come upon them. Thefe clamours were fo mov- 
ing, that Jofephus ordered the women totheirhoules, 
Jeft they fhould intimidate the foldiers, enjoining 
them, atthe fame time, filence at their peril; while 
he himfelf went to that part of the town which fell 
to his lot, paffing by the fcaling ladders without the 
leaft fear, his thoughts being wholly taken up with 
the enemy’s way of attack by their darts and their 
arrows. 


Upon the feveral Roman legions founding their 
trumpets together, and the warlike fhout of the 
army, the very fky was darkened with a cloud of 
arrows. (The foldiers of Jofephus, however, were 
not unmindful of the charge he had given them, 
but ftopped their ears againit the clamours, and co- 
vered themfelves with their fhields againft the darts. 
Upon the leaft advance of the bridges, they fet 
upon the Romans with amazing intrepidity to put a 
ftop to their delign, either keeping them off, or beat- 
ing them off, and difputing every inch of the pot- 
fefhon. As faft as the Romans endeavoured to 
mount the bridge, the Jews violently pufhed them 
down again, with fignal inftances both of their fkill 
and courage in the conduét and execution; fhew- 
ing themfelves bold and fearlels in the extremity of 
danger, as were the Romans where there was any at 
all: nay, the greater their hazard, the firmer was 
their refolution; fo that when they were once en. 
gaged, there was no parting them, till one or the 
other fell upon the {pot. 


Bue the Jews being kept upon perpetual duty, and 
no reinforcements to relieve them, while the Ro- 
mans had continually a frefh fupply of men to fub.. 
flitute in the places of thofe that were wearied or 
wortted, numbers muft of neceffity prevail in the 
procels. “he Romans were fenfible of the advan- 
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tage they had, fo that preffing as clofe together as 
poffible, they threw long bucklers over their backs 
and making an impenetrable figure, drove the Jews 
before them, as it che ftrength of the whole army 
had been united in one body, and thus they ae 
vanced up to the very wall. 


Tn this ftate of diftrefs, or rather defperation, Jo. 
fephus refolved upon the trial of an experiment 
The Jews having a great deal of oil by them, he 
ordered a confiderable quantity tobe boiled, and calt 
down {fcalding hot upon the foldiers under the wal] 
together with the very pots and veffels in which it 
was boiled. Uhis was accordingly done, and Pafiing +p, 
between the bucklers, and over the bodies of the ae 
Romans, it utterly broke their order, and deftroyed 
the men, by forcing them down from the wall in ™ 
their extreme mifery; for the oil fowing under their 
arms from head to foot, and fo all over the body. 
confumed the flefh like fire itfelf, being naturally 
apt to take heat, and Jong in ccoling. Their ar- 
mour alfo being braced and buckled to their bodies 
there was no getting clear of the torment; fome of 
them leaping and {pringing in their pains, others 
drawn double, and all falling from the bridge down 
to the ground. ‘Lhofe that attempted to get off ro 
their own people were cafily maftered by the Jews 
at their backs. 





Sy, 


In the whole courfe of this calamitous circum- 
ftance, there was no failure either of courage in the 
Romans, or prudence in the Jews: for the former, 
notwithftanding the mifery they endured by the 
icalding oil, had the refolution to prefs upon thote 1 
that poured it among them, and not without acom. ! 
petition who fhould be foremoft. The Jews, after " 
this, put another check to the progreis of the Ro- 
mantis, by cafting boiled fenugreek, a feed of a glu- 
tinous nature, upon the boards of the bridge, which rss 
rendered them to eee that the Romans could not *! 
keep their feet, fo that they could neither fight or 2", 
fly. Some fell ar their length upon the planks, where «: 
they were trampled upon by their own people; others * 
tell lower, and were flain by the Jews.  Vefpatian " 
found his people fo_harraffed out by this way of 
fighting, that, towards evening, he called them olf, 
having loft feveral men, and had many wounded. 
Of Jotapata there were only fix men flain, although 
three hundred were carried off wounded, ‘I’his ac- 
tion happened upon the twentieth day of the month 
Defius. 













_Vefpafian was fo fenfible of this mifcarriage of 
his, that he took an opportunity of confoling the 
army upon the occafion; but finding the foldiers fu t 
far from being dejcéted, that they were rather, in- ni; 
flamed, and defirous of being continued in action, fr 
he ordered the raifing of his platforms, and the ti." 
erecting of tiree wooden turrets upon them, each 
fifty feet high, covered with plates of iron, to keep 
them fteady wich the weight, and not fo liable to be 
feton fre. In chete. turrets were the choicelt or 
his markfmenandengineers, with their machines, in- 
{truments, and arms. The people in them had this 
advantage of the befieged, that they were out of 
fight and reach of the others; whereas thofe upon 
the walls were eafily feen, and wounded fromthe tur- 
rets, The Jews, therefore, being neither able to 
avoid the arrows from above, or fo much as Co i€é 
thofe that annoyed them, quitted the breach; but r 
itill, upon all attacks, made a vigorous and brave « 
refiftance. Thus did the people ot Jotapata defend ‘ 
themfelves againft the Romans, though with daily 
lofs of men, without being able to retort the mi 
chief upon their enemies. 












CHAP. XI. 


Fefpafran fends Trajan to befiege Fapha. The peepee 
meet bim on the way to give him battle. The Fews 
put to flight, and driven into the firft enclafire. a 
great flaughter. Trajan defires Vefpafian te fd 
Titus to his affiftance. Titus, in confequences is 

2 his 
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yous ESPASIAN. being given to underftand ae 
ae Japha, a neighbouring city to Jotapata, after 
‘the example of others, was inclining to a revolt, and 





2 ‘~ * 
elpecially as being encouraged by the defence, of 
chat place, which held ouc beyond expectation, ee 
‘Frajan, the commander of the tenth legion, with 
mxvo thouland foot, anda thoufand horfe, to reduce 
ir, But he found the town impregnably forti- 
fied, as, befides the natural ftrenath ot fituation, 
itwas encompatied by adouble wall, ile was like- 
wile encountered on the way by the inhabitants. of 
the place, ina poiture to give him battle. Lhe 
parties accordingly joined, and, after a Night refilt- 
ance, Trajan put chem cto fight, and purfued them 
io clofe to the out-wall, that chey tell in together 
with them. But, upon their preffing to get up to 
the fecond wall, the inhabitants fhut the gates, lett 
they fhould admit friend and foc one with another. 





This extraordinary mode of the Galileans being 
delivered into the bande of the Romans, fteems 
to have been in confequence of a judicial provi- 
dence, as they were fhuc out of their own gates by 
their own people, and given up fora facrifice toan 
enemy chat thirtted for their blood. “Vhey crowded 
in throngs up to the gates, called to the officers by 
their names, and begged admittance; yer were they 
maificred in the midft of their fupplications. “The 


wy Romans kept one gate, and the citizens the other. 








jaid violent bands on themielves; others fell by the 
{words of their companions; befides an immente 
number that were flain by the Romans. Nor had 
one of thele the fpirit to lirt upan hand, or fo much 
as offer to revenge; for, belides the dread of an 
enemy, they were daunted by a fenie of treachery 
‘ amongit themielves. “Phere died, in fine, to the 
number of twelve thoulind perlons, curling not 
the Romans, but their own citizens. 





‘a age . Drajan now taking it for granted that their mar- 
Bs vay. tial men were in amannerali cut off, and that thole 
wekel tew who remained would take warning from the 

tau fate of their companions, fent to Velpafian, requett- 

ing that his fon Vitus might have the honour of 
compleating the vigtory. Velpafian, apprehending, 
that fomething was ftill requifite to be done, dil- 
patched ‘Ticus accordingly, with a reinforcement of 
tive hundred horfe, anda thouland teer, which im- 
mediately, on his arrival, he tormed into two divi- 
lions; that on the left he gave to Trajan, thar on 
the right he commanded hinilelf, 





_ Vhe fic thing the Romans did was to plant {ca- 

t ling ladders, and then mount the wall upon all quar- 
ters at the fame time. “Che Galileans made a faint 
refitlance, but foon quitting the wall, Titus and his 
party leaped down after them, and entered che town. 
Chere was now a defberate conflict in the ilreec, 
which, through ambufhes and fallies from narrow 
pafles, where a number of refolutes were potted, to- 
gether with annoyances of every kind they received 
_ trom the very womenat the tops of the houfes, lafted 
‘Near fix hours. But the braveit being by this time 
 cutor, the remainder of che multicude, whether ia 
their houles or not, young men or old, were all de- 
Kroyed indifcriminately, and not a male left alive, 
ut infants, who were carried away captive with the 
women. The number of the flain in the city, and 
inthe firft encounter, was fifteen thoufand ; and che 
pioners were two thoufand one hundred and thirty. 
"is calamity berel the Galileans on the. rwen- 


teeth dg 


aay of the month Defius. 









CHAP. NIL 


(me camariais afjembie upon mount Gerizim, and feem 
46 threaten arevelt. Vejpafian Sends Cerealis againft 
them. The Saimarians raife a formidable body. A 


ve Sone of thofe who were pent up in this encloture | 
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aertal drought. Cerealis offers then: an indemnity, 
sehich they rejed, and are ail put to the fword. 


Pek did the Samarians efeape the calamity Of aye sama 
the times, ‘Vhey aflembled themtelves toge- cians medi- 


zim, which is by them deemed ea 





ther upon mount Ger 
an holy mountain, and there feemed to wait the 
event of things. Bur, in the mean time, the com- 
plexion of the aflémbly, and the manner of their 
behaviour, feemed menacing and turbulent, and in- 
dicated a difpofition to revolt. “They had noc be- 
come wile by the example of others, but, without 
confidering either their own weaknets or the mighty 
power of the Romuins, were precipitating themlelves 
into a rebellion, which Velpatian took early care to 
prevent. ‘Vhough the province of Samaria was well 
garrifoned; he was not without fome apprehenfion 
of what fuch a multitude, and fuch an union of ill 
aifelion, might produce, and therefore, by way of c.reatis is 
prevention, difpatched Cerealis, a tribune of the tne among 
filth legion, with fix hundred horfe, and three thou- the Sama. 
fand foor, to maintain the public tranquillity. shun 


When Cerealis came up with his troops to this 
mountain, hefound the Sumarians gathered together 
in fo vafba body, chat he did not think it expedient 
toattack them upon that pot, but rather intrenched 
himielF round about them at the foot of che moun- 
tain, and chere narrowly watched their motions. It 
fo tellour, that, being now in the height of fummer, 
audoavery hoc ieaton, the Samarians were in great 
want of water, (the people having made no provi- 
Gon co fupply it,) infomuch chat lome perifhed daily a morta 
by a parching droughr, whillt others went over to drought. 
i HOmnasls: preferring flavery to fo milferable a 
acath. 


Cerealis being informed, by deferters, that thofe 
who flayed behind were as much dilpiriced as their 
fellows, advanced up the mountain, and furround- 
ing them with his army, not only offered them life 
and liberty, upon condition of Jaying down their, 
arms, but courteoully entreared them to accept of 
the indemnity preferred, upon an affurance chat it 
fhould be made good. But when the Roman com- pe sama- 
mander found they could nor be prevailed on, he sisns reject 
cauled them all te be put to the fword, to the num- #7 indem- 
ber of eleven thonfand fix hundred perfons. This Ree es 
peppered on the twenty-leventh day of the month the fword. 
Delius. 


CII AP. XII. 


The Roman works at ‘Jotapata ave finifoed. A de> 
ferter informs Vefpafian of the bad flate of the city, 
aid advifes him to affault it about break of day. He 
makes due preparation. The Roman army enter the 
city. Their relentiefs cruelty. Forty thoufand mer 
fain in the fiege, the city razed, and the caftles 
burut. 


hon people of Jotapata held out manfully, 

and ftood frm againit all extremities with ad- 
mirable conftancy; but, upon the forty-feventh 

day of the fiege, when the Romans had carried their 

works to over-top the walls, Vefpafian had an ac- A deferter 
count brought him, by a deferter, of the miferable ipferms 
ftate of the town, which was, that, with the lols of ofoay 
men, watching, and hard duty, the garrifon was fo tate of the 
weakened, that, with one fharp affault more, the city 
Romans might certainly carry the place ; or, as the 

eafier way, they might take an opportunity of fur~ 
prizing them. The deferter advifed Veipafian to 

take his time about break of day, when he would he 

fure to find them fupine and carclefs, and the guard 

fo drowly and fatigued, that he could not fail of car~ 

rying his point. 


Vefpafian was fo well acquainted with the natu-~ 
ral fidelity of the Jews, and how much thcy con- 
temned force or torments, that he gave litrle or no 
credit co this fugitive, and particularly from an in- 
ftance’he had of 2 wonderful conftancy of mind in 

one 
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WARS oF 
one of that city already. He was a prifoner of Jo- 
tapata, and being put to the quettion about the 
condition of the town, he ftood all manner of tor- 
tures, even to fire, and the crois itfelf, to the con- 
tempt of death in all forms, rather than make the 
leaft difcovery. But as there was fome probability 
in the account, he thought he fhould run no rifque 
in feeming to believe it; upon which confideration 
he ordered the informer to be taken into cuftody, 
and every thing made ready for the affault. 


Purfuant to this refolution, at the hour affigned, 
the army made a filent march up to the walls, Ti- 
tus at the head, with Domitius Sabinus, and fome 
chofen men from the fifteenth legion. They killed 
the guards, entered the city, and were followed by 
Sextus Cerealis, the tribune, and Placidus, with the 
troops under their command. The Romans were 
now in poffeffion of the fort, mafters of the town, 
broad day-light, and yet the garrifon was fo fpent 
with fatigue and over-watching, that they did not fo 
much as know the town was taken. Nay, thofe 
that were awake were almo(t as ignorant as the reft; 
for there fell {uch a mift ac chat very inftant, that 
either they faw nothing, or knew not what they 
faw. This fog continued till the whole army entered 
the place, the people never waking till they felt the 
danger, and till they were convinced, by the. fatal 
confequences, that they were undone. 


The Romans had fuffered too much in the fiege to 
have any fenfe of mercy or tendernels upon theftorm. 
Some were thrown headlong down from the top of 
the fort to the bottom; others, that wanted neither 
good-will or refolution to revenge themfelves, were 
either preffed to death in crowds, forced down pre- 
cipices, or dafhed to pieces by the ruins over their 
heads. This was the cafe of feveral of the felect 
friends of Jofephus, who chofe rather to die by 
their own hands, than by the hands of an enemy, and 
to flay themfelves in private, when they could not 
have the fatisfaction of taking a Roman along with 
them. ‘This induced divers of them to withdraw 
together into a remote part of the city, and there 
do the laft office for one another. 


Thofe of the watch, who firft perceived that the 
town was loft, got into a certain turret towards the 
north, and, fora while, defended themfelves , but 
being overborne by numbers, they offered to treat, 
and finding no terms would be allowed them, they 
were cut to pieces upon the place, and fell like men 
of honour. This aétion clofed the fiege, and the 
day had paffed without the fhedding of one drop of 
Roman blood, had it not been for the death of An- 
thony, a centurion, who was bafely flain at the tak- 
ing ot the city. 


There were feveral of the Jews that fled into 
caves; and one of them called out to Anthony for 
quarter, defiring that he would give him his right 
hand upon it, as an obligation of honour for the 
performance of the condition. Anthony unwarily 
ftretching his right hand for the fatistaction of the 
Jew, the other itabbed him under the loins with a 
dagger, and killed him on the fpot. 


The Romans flew all they met that day without 
diftinétion; and for fomedays following they learch- 
ed all hiding places, vaults,and cellars, for fugitives, 
putting all to death they could find, women and 
children only excepted. There were twelve hun- 
dred taken prifoners, and forty thoufand flain dur- 
ing che whole courfe of the fiege. Vefpafian or- 
dered the city to be razed, and the caftles to be burnt. 
Jotapata was taken the firft day of the month Pa- 
nemus, in the thirteenth year of the reign of Nero. 


CHAP. XVI. 

The fristeft fearch is made after Fofephus, who is be- 
trayed by a woman. Vefpafian offers him quarter. 
Nicanor endeavours to prevail with him to comply. 
The foldiers enraged at his befitation. [He calls to 
mind former revelations. Is for delivering himfelf 
up to the Romans. The Fews inveélive againft him, 
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Expoftulation of Fofephus with the Fews. They 
continue irreclaimable. Draws lots for their lives, 
Fofephus and ane more Submit to live. He is fet at 
liberty, and conducted by Nicanor to Vefpafian, who 
confers with him in private. Titus expreffes cfteem 
Sor him. Fofephus foretells the fucceffion of Vefpofian 
and Titus to the empire. Vefpafian difregards the 
prediftion, tillitis afterwards confirmed. Vefpafian 
returns to Ptolemais, and thence to Cefarea, 


LIE Romans made the ftri€teft fearch for Jo- 
fephus, partly through pertonal animofity to ,,. 

him, and partly through an officious defire of ob. epee 
taining the favourof Vefpafian, who looked upon Jlephan 
him as the main fupport of the war. It was his 
good fortune, upon the taking of the town, to make 
his efcape through the mid ft of his enemies, and con- 
ceal himfelfin a deep pit, with a paffage that led out 
of it into a large cavern, which could not be dif- 
cerned from above. In this recefs he found forty 
perfons of eminence under his own circumftances, « 
with provifions about them for feveral days. The 
enemy being in poffeffion of the whole country, he 
was under the neceffity of keeping clofe in the day- 
time, but went abroad in the night, to obferve the 
pofture of the guards, and look for fome means of 
making his efcape. But the watch were fo ftri@ly 
oblervant, and particularly on his account, that it 
being impoffible to elude their vigilance, he went 
back to his retreat, and there continued for fome 
time. 


On the third day he was betrayed by a woman 
that was taken up; and Vefpafian fence two tribunes 
to him, Paulinus and Gallicanus, to invite him fron 
his receis, and affure him, upon the word of the 
general, of the mott liberal creatment. Jofephus 
could not think it prudent to truft fo far to the 
Roman generofity as to venture himfelf upon the 
general’s parole ; and being con{cious, from the mil- 
chiefs he had done them, he had more reafon to ex- 
pect revenge than favour, he excufed_himfelf from 
complying with the propofal. Vefpafian then fent a sip 
third tribune to him, Nicanor, his familiar friend. dsos 
Nicanor reprefented to him the humane difpolition d's 
of the viétorious Roman towards thofe whom he j°F" 
had fubdued; and affured him, moreover, that, 
fo far from refenting his conduét, confidered in 
the light of anenemy, he highly approved his bra- 
very, and efteemed his virtues. He farther pro- 
ceeded to reaton with him, when he had only to 
enjoin fubferviency to his will: that his behaviour 
was a proof of his refjeét for a worthy man, and 
his difpofition to treat Jofephus in a manner be- 
coming that character: that, if duplicity had been 
his defign, he would not have employed a friend in, 
the office of a mifcreant; nor would he himielt 
have fubmitted to be the inftrument of treachery. 
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Jofephus ftillcontinuing to hefitate, notwithftand- 
ing the pertinent reafoning of his friend Nicanor, 
the foldiers became fo incenfed, that they woul 
have fet fire to the cave, if che tribune had not pre~ 
vented it, by affuring them that he was defirous ot 
taking him alive. As Nicanor became more prefling 
in his inftances to bring him to compliance, the rage 
and menaces of the foldiers increafed. This recalle 
to his mind certain dreams he had, in which hae ,, 
been revealed to him the calamities that were to De. 
fal the Jews, and the grandeur and profperity oF ® 
the Romans. He was endowed with a gift of oe ti 
pounding dreams, and revealing many things which 
had been veiled under the guile of myftery. As te 
was a prieit himfelf, and of the facerdotal race, N° 
was well veried in the writings of the infpired bia 
phets; and at this very infant, as if impreffed ve 
facred emotion, and under the immediate impulfe © 
the tremendous images reprefented in his forme 
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fions, he thus addreffed the Almighty. 





oe . 3 Hit, 
“© Great God! fince it is thy bleffed will to deprels We 
“the Jews, and toexalt the Romans, and to make .,, 









& ine the inftrument to foretel thy purpole, Ue 
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mit mytelf to thy providence, and to the ac are 
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“ ance of my life upon condition of fosrendeniae 
“ mytelf co the Romans = but inthe pretence of thy 
“ tacred Muajetty, 1 do lixewile declare, thar 1 do it 
“ag the miniiler of thy suod plealure, and not asa 
“ betrayer of my country. 


Book I. ae 


He had no fooner complied with Nicanor’s invi- 
tation, than his companions, in therecels, reproached 
him with invectives co the following purport: 


“ What is become of the laws of our country, 
“or of the honour of our proieffion ? the ipiric 
* « of our anceltors, and that primitive vigour of the 
“ Jews, that, wich che firit breath of lite, drew in a 
“ Contempt of death? Can Jofephus be fo fond of 
“ thaclife coo, as to think of lovking the fun in the 
“face, and feeing himlelf a fave? Why does he 
“not aét according to his doctrine, and practtife 
“what he teaches He recommends liberty to 
“ others, and renounces it himiclf. You were cer- 
“tainly very much miltaken (they exclaimed) in 
“the mealures you took of true wildom and cou- 
“rage, either if you could hope for quarter where 
“ you have fo little deferved it, or if you can fink 
“fo low as to accept of life upon difhonourable 
“terms. But, however the fortune of Rome may 
“fright you into a forgetfulneis of yourtfelf, it 
* hall never make us depart from the dury we owe 
“ to the good of our nation; and we have yet hearts 
“ and {words ready to ftand by you in that quarrel, 
“Tf you are otherways relolved, you have it now at 
“your choice, whether you will die a general of 
“the Jews, or the death of a coward and a traitor. 
“Jal upon your own fword, and you do the for- 
“mer; or leave it to us, and it will be the latter: 
“ for the work muft be done.” 





ldaving uttered this invective, they unfheathed 
their fwords, and threatened him with immediate 
death, if he entertained a farther thought of fub- 
mitting to the Romans. Jofephus, apprehenfive that 
he might be taken off before he had delivered to 
the Jews what he had been enjoined by Divine re- 
yelation co communicate, thus expoftulated with 


his companions : 


“What can be the meaning, my, good friends 
“ and companions, of this delperate tancy you have 
“ caken up of laying violent hands upon yourtel ves, 
“and fetuing the two deareft friends in nature at 
“ variance, the foul and the body? Am I changed? 
“ Aik the Romans. Is it a glorious fate to die in 
“war? Itis fo undoubtedly, if ic be ina war ac- 
“cording to the law of arms ; that is to fay, where 
“a man falls by the hand of the conqueror, Neither 
* fhould 1 make any more contcience of killing my- 
“delf than of defiring a Roman to do ic; but if 
“the Romans have a mind to fpareanenemy, fhall 
= that enemy, on the other hand,: be fo cruel us not 
,, 00 fpare himfel¥? or fo foolifh as to be more rigo- 

rous in his own cafe, than he he would have an 
“enemy to be? No man dies fo great, itis true, as 
«, be that facrifices his life to his liberty; but then 
mult be in arms, and in the act of contending 
, for it; and that life mult be taken away in 

‘the conteft by the competitor that would take 
“away chat liberty. But we have todo with an 
enemy at prefent, that neither kills us, or fights 
: with us; ror the quarrel is over. Now he is as 
_ bufillanimous a wretch chat prefies to die when he 
*thould not, as he that is afraid co die when his 
‘honour calls him to it. What is it, at laft, but 
_ tie fear of death that keeps us from going up 
tothe Romans? Shall we calt ourlelves into a 
_ certain death one way, for tear of an uncertain 
death another? But itis, you will fay, perhaps, 
_vavor:d flavery: snd do you think yourfelves 
ow at Nberty? Buc it is looked upon as the 
., Prt of a brave man to take away his own life 
"1 ., “eth hisown hand, What would you think of the 
ts _ Matter of a veflel, that, for fear of a ftorm ap- 
‘ proaching, fhould fink the boat before it comes? 
_ a) ould you accountthat mana brave commander ? 
Vo jay nothing of che affront that is offered to 
, ie common wifdom of Providence in the nature 


ot tines, (for che defire of felf-prefervation is a 
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“‘ principle implanted in all living cszetures ;) for 
“any thing to deilroy iefelf ic is contrary to na- 
“cure, and conlequently a dacrilegious wickedneis 
“againfl God himfelt. “Lhere is no crearure that 
“ jeeks or covets its own death, in oppofition to the 
“ univerfal impulle of a defire to live; and there- 
** tore we pronounce thoie people our enemies thac 
“© would take away our lives, and punifh thofe thar 
“© lie in wait to deltroy us. It is from: God that we 
* have received life; and it is to him again, in his 
** good time, that we are to render ic. What can be 
** more provoking and ungrateful than the defpifing 
‘of his gifts? Our bodies are all mortal, and io 
“© are the materials of which they are compounded; 
“ but che foul is a divine particle, infuled into the 
“© body by God himlelf, and it can never die. If 
“any man fhall embezzle or abule a depofit be- 
*“ cwixt man and man, we can fay nothing bad 
“enough of him. WNow the foul is effectually but 
“* God’s deyolit; and fhall we prefume to rob the 
“Divine Majefty, and think to come off ac laft 
** without either dilcovery or punifhinenc? We find 
** ic reafonable enough to punith fervants whodelert, 
“© though it be from the worft of matters; and fhall 
“* we at the fame time, that forfake a gracious anda 
** righteous God, pretend co juflify ourlelves? As 
“* for thofe that govern themiclves according to the 
‘© inftinét of nature, and pay the debr of life back 
“* again to him that gave it, whenever he commands 
“it, do not you know that everlafting honours at- 
tend the memory of thofe blefléd fouls from gene- 
ration to generation, which, after a certain num- 
ber of ages in the heavenly manfions provided for 
them, fhall return, and animate bodies, pure like 
“© chemielves? Whereas the deepeft pit of hell is 
“* relerved for felf-murderers; and God will revenge 
the iniquities of the fathers upon the children in 
after ages. ‘They are hateful to God: and the 
wifdom of our great law giver hach been fo fevere 
upon them, that he chat kills himfelf is not al- 
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“lowed burial till after fan-fet; though a privi- 
s lege never denied to an enemy. In other places 


the right hand is cut off from the body of the 
dead, as armed againit himfelf: for it is rea-' 
fonable that the hand that parts the foul and the 
“© body Shall be divided from the body itfelf. It 
“is a great bleffing, my good friends, to make a 
** yighct judgment of things, and not to render our 
* condition worle than it is, by blafpheming and 
* incenfing our Maker. _ If we are dilpofed to live, 
“* what hinders us ? for life can be no difhonour to 

us, when we have given fo many fignal proofs of 
our virtue. But if nothing eu ienve us but dy- 
ing, let us fall by the hands of thofe that have 
mattered us. ] am not for going over to the enemy 
in fuch a manner as to deprive myfelf of life, by 
doing the fame thing to my deftruétion, thar a 
“* deferter does to fave himfelf. If che Romans fhould 
“* betreachcrous, and break faith with us, it would be 
““no more in fome refpeéts than what one might 
“ honeftly with for, as it yields matter for a {leady 
*“ and a generous mind to work upon, not only in 
“* the fufferance, but in the contempt of death; for 
*° the very bafenels of the perfidy will be fome fort 
** of comiort to us, when we confider that the au- 
“ thors of our ruin have made themfelves infamous 
** and odious to pofterity.”” 
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Thefe, and many arguments of a fimilar nature, The Jews 
did Jolephus ufe to diffuade his companions from continue ir 
the impious refolution of fuicide. But defperation reclaimable 
had rendered them deaf to all prudent advice, as 
having long ago devoted themfelves to deftruétion. 

In the molt frantic rage they preffed upon him with 
their drawn {words one after another, reviling him 
as an infamous coward, and declaring him deferving gor kt 
of death at their hands. Jofephus, in this extremity, Je amie 
conducted himlelf with all poffible addrets and fa- nent dan- 
Gacity, interpofing one while the authority of his ger ols 
commuffion, which carried a kind of reverence with '!* 
its; at another the plea of friendfhip; at another 
the force of argument; fo that at length, by a pru- 
dent application to their refpective humours and 
dilpcfitions, he diverted the blow. When it came 
to the point of execution, however, the venerable 
atpeét of their general {truck them with remorfe, and 
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conipelled tltem to drop the weapons they had up- 
lifted to deprive him of life. 


ftate of defpair he acted with his ufual, 
and trufting himfelf to the providence of 
the Almighty, determined at laft to put his life to 
the hazard, obferving to his companions, “‘ thar, 
fince they were refolved upon death, they had no- 
thing more to do than to commit that death to de- 
termination by lot, fo that he on whom the lot fell 
firft, might be killed by him that had the tecond lot, 
in which manner fortune would make its progrefs 
through them all, and prevent any of them from 

erifhing by their own hand; as it would be unrea- 
onable, when the reft were gone, that any one fhould 
repent and efcape.” 


OF 
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This propofal appeared to them all very juft and 
equitable ; fo that they accordingly drew, and the 
perfons upon whom che lots fell were fucceffively 
put to death by che next men, as fuppofing the ge- 
neral would die in his turn, a confideration dearer 


to them than life. At length (either through fortune, 


or Providence) there was only Jofephus and one 
more.remaining of the whole number; upon which 
Jofephus thus reafoned with his furviving compa- 
nion. ‘ If we caft lots once again, either my 
friend muft kill me, or I mutt kill him, and imbrue 
my hands in the blood of my countryman” By 
thefe means he prevailed with his companion to 
fubmit to live, upon his engagement tor his fe- 
curity. 


Having extricated himfelf from the difficulties in 
which he was involved, not only with the Romans, 
but his own countrymen, Jofephus committed him- 
felf to Nicanor, who conduéted him to Vefpafian. 
The multitude thronged to fee him, and were va- 
rioufly affected by the incident. Some rejoiced that 
he was taken, fome threatened him, fome prefied to 
get near him, ahd others, at adiftance, cried out for 
juftice upon him’as a pebiic enemy. Thofe.who 
approached near enough to obferve his perfon, re- 
flected on his extraordinary enterprizes in a compa- 
rative with his prefent condition, and were ftruck 
with amazement at the change. Nor was there any 
of the Roman’ commanders, however prepoffeffed 
againft him before, but relented at the fight of him. 
Above all the reft, Titus, in particular, fhewed.the 
higheft efteem for his character and perfon, and the 
infuperable dignity of his mind in the greateft mis- 
fortunes, comparing what he.remembered of him in 


. the war, with what he faw of him now in the hands 


Prophetic 
fpeech of 
Jofephus to 
Vefpafian. 


of his conquerors, and making pertinent remarks 
on the uncertain chance of war, and the viciflitudes 
of all human affairs. Such were the fentiments of 
Titus concerning Jofephus; and he broughtall that 
heard him to coincide with him, his father not ex- 
cepted, with whom he was very inftrumental to- 
wards effecting his prefervation. Vefpafian gave 
{trict orders that he fhould be kept with great cau- 
tion, as he intended to fend him to the emperor. 


_ When Jofephus heard him give thofe orders, he 
informed the general that he had fomething to com- 
municate to him in private. | Vefpafian, upon this 
intimation, ordered all to withdraw, except Titus 
and two friends, and then giving him audience, Jo- 
fephus addreffed him to this effect. 


“¢ You have now, general, in your hands, Jofe- 
‘¢ phus, aprifonerof war; and your prefentthoughts, 
“¢ perhaps, extend no farther. ButI comeasa mei- 
“‘fenger of greater tidings, in a matter of much 
*¢ more importance. Had it not been for this com- 
“¢ miffion, I could not have been here at pretenr, 
“ contrary to the duty of a Jewifh general, living, 
*¢ and in the hand of an enemy. But why am I to 
“ be fent to Nero, when Vefpafian himielf is io 
*© near the empire, that I can hardly diitinguifh be- 
** tween Velpafian and the emperor, or Ca:far? Be- 
“* fides, his fon Titus is to fucceed him. Keep me 
ee at pleafure; but let me be the prifoner of Vef- 

patian, who is not only my mafter, but in effect, 
** fovereign of the univerfe. This is what I have 
“in charge to deliver; and whenever J am found fo 


THE 


cities of the Jews. 


“manner of port: the fhore is fteep and crage 
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° facrilegious an impoftor as to call‘God witnefst 
“a fallacy, deal with me as I delerve.” : 
This addrefs, carrying with ic the refemblance of - 
defign, was not attended to at firft by Velbafian, til! 
comparing the particulars with other predictions of 
the fame tendency, which appeared exaétly to cor. 
refpond, he was at length induced to give credit to 


‘the prefage. A friend and confident of Vefpafian, 


expottulating with Jofephus on the credibility or 
his declaration, obferved to him, * that, as tie see 
fo fkilful in divination, it was extraordinary he 
fhould know nothing of the ruin of Jotapata, and 
his own imprifonment.” Reply was made by Jote- 
phus, “ that he foretold the inhabitants very par- 
ticularly what was to befall the town and himlelf; _., 
that the former was to be deftroyed on the forty: 
feventh day, and that he himielf was to be taken 
prifoner by the Romans.” Vefpafian caufed ftriét 
enquiry to be made in private of che truth of this 
relation, which he found verified by the prifoners, 
Though Jofephus was not actually fet ar liberty, he 
was, in every inftance of accommodation, treated 
with great courtefy and refpeét, but by Titus ina 
more peculiar manner. 


On the fourth day of the month Panemus, Vef. 
pafian returned to Ptolemais, and thence proceeded 
to Cefarea on the fea-coaft, which is‘one of the firlt 
cities of Judwa. The. greater part of the inhabi- 
tants were Greeks, fo that they received the Roman 
army with great acclamations; not only from the re- 
fpeét they bore the empire, but the averfion they 
had for the Jews, on which account they prefled 
Vetpafian with ¢lamorous importunity to put Jole- 
phus to death. But the general, confidering this 
tumultuous way of proceeding only as the act of a 
rafh multitude, difmiffed the petitioners without an 
anfwer. Decming Cefarea a commodious place for 
winter quarters, he placed ‘two legions in it, and 
fent the Gfth and tenth legions to Scythopolis, that 
he might not diftrefs Cefarea with the encire army. 
‘This town is fituated upon a plain near thé fea, and is 
extremely hot in the fummer, but temperate in the 
winter fealon. : 


CHAP. XV. 


Joppa arefuge for revolters and robbers. Vefpafian 


fends an avy thither. Defeription ef Topps. The 
inhabitants fuffer foipwireck. It is taken a fecone 
time by the Romans. Vefpafian places ¢ garrifon it 
the coftle. ‘Fofephus is reported to have been flain, 
and is thereupon lamented by the Fews, who, wher 
they found that he was living, and in favour with the 
Romans, beld him in the greateft avexfion. 


gathered together, partly revolcers from the 1. 

Romans, and partly fugitives from fome conquer © 
They applied themfelves to the 

repairing of Joppa, which Ceftius had demolifhed, 
and, for want of fubfiftence in the country which he 
had laid walte, refolved to try their fortune, at fea. 
To this end they put out with a ficet of piraticy. 
fhips, feowering Syria, Phoenicia, and the coaits 0 
Egypt, pillaging all trading veffels in thofe feas, anc 
thereby wholly obftruéting commerce. | Vefpalian, 
recciving intelligence of thele proceedings, ee 
body of horfe and foot to Joppa, which being loole i 
guarded, they entered the town in. the night a 
much eafe. ‘Ihe inhabitants were fo alarmed att a 
furprize, that, without attempting to oppale the ‘l 
mans, they Hed to their thips, and tay off at fea 4 
night, out of the reach of their darts. 
without any ) 
Ys with 
two pointed rocks on each fide, flretching ah 
fidcrable way into the fea, and bending in the) 0. a. 
of an half-moon, which renders it very rempel a ie 
there in foul weather. Here are ftill to be feen ae 
marks of Andromeda’s chains, which atte fable 


Joppa may be faid to bea fea town, 
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-o-* HERE was, at this time, a great multitude ),.., + 
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fable of antiquity. A-crofs wind upon the quarter 
dathes the waves nit the rocks In fo dreadrut a 
manner, that nothing can be more hideous or dan- 


Or 





serous. 

While the people of Joppa were riding in this fla: 
tion, there aroie a furious ftorm at break of day, 
which is called by the name of the Black-north. 
‘Phis wind dathed their veflels to pieces, jome againtt 
one ancther, and others againit the rocks. Great 
numbers, that laboured againit the ride, to put out 
tofea, were up-fet, and twallowed up; for che fhore 


was fo rocky, and had fo many of the enemy upon - 


it, that they were afraid to come to land. Their 
ficuation, Indeed, was defperate, betwixt the wind 
ac dea, and the Romans on fhore. ‘Their lamenta- 
tions and outcrics were horrible: fome were drown- 
ed, others died on board the wrecks; fome fell up- 
on their fwords, to prevenr other confequences ; 
jeveral were wafhed away by the billows, and dafhed 
to pieces againit the rocks, cil the water was dill 
coloured with bload, and the whole coatt covered 
with dead bodies; the foldiers waiting all the time 
upon the Jand, to difpatch thole that were driven 
onfhore. There were fuppofed to be four thoufind 
wwo hundred bodies caft up with the tide. 
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Tiyan takes peyefion of the caftle. 
Putas : ated with 
Felpafian cutcrs tre city aud is received wilh ac- 


clomaliens. 


ING Agrippa having invited Velpafian to pafs 

away Jome time with him in his country, and 
to bring his army with him, partly from a motive 
of gencrofity, and partly from the hope of bring- 
ing fome male-contents to better order, the general 
embraced the offer with cordiality, and marched 
from Celarea upon the fea-coalt to Celarea Philip- 
pi, where he ftaid twenty days, refrefhing himfelt 
and his troops, and returning public thanks to the 
great dipoler of all events for the fuccels which he 
bad been pleated to crown his undertakings. He 
was th,re given to underitand, that ‘Tiberias was 
at tht time wavering, and that Tarichee had al- 
ready revolted, (both of which cities were parts of 
the kingdom of Aprippa,) and therefore thought 
he could not have a fairer opportunity of acknow- 


ledging his obligations to Agrippa, than by redu- 


cing thole people to allegiance, elpecially being re- 


Jolved within himfelf to prets harcl upon the Jews. 


399 


fanee of clerippa, parceis 


Vefpafiin 

gocs to Cem 
farea Phi- 
lippi. 


With this view he iene his fon Vitus for the troops 
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leit it fhould become an harbour for pirates, once 
again fortified the caltle, and placed in it a compe- 
tent garrifon, leaving a confiderable body of horte 
inthe place, to fcour, burn, and lay waite the cir- 
cumjacent towns and villages; which orders were 
accordingly executed. 


The report of the furrender of Jotapata was {ov 
extraurdinary, and the fact fo dubitable in itich, 
that ie gained littleor no credit. Indeed, there fur. 
vived not a man of the place to carry the tilings 5 
though a rumour was fpread at random, that the 
city was taken, as adverfe incidents foon tran{pire. 
By degrees, however, it pafléd for current; andin 
the courle of time, was generally admitted, with 
many additional and fidtitious circumftances. It 
was confidently reported, that, upon the taking of 
the city, Jofephus was fain, to the infinite affliction 
of the inhabitants of Jerufalem in general. Some 
that fell were lamented by particular families, others 
by particular friends; buzthe general, beinga public 
lois, was the fubje@ of univertal mourning, inlo- 
much, that for thirty days there was no intermiffion 
of the folemnity, nor any coft {pared for the celebra- 
on of the funcral pomp. But when time brought 
trunto light, and repretented the tranfaClionsat Jo- 
tpatain cheirerue colours; when itcameto be known 
that Jofephus was not dead, as reported, but {kil] 
Living, and in fuch credit with the Romans, that 
“it generals, initead of treating him as a captive, 
Conterred the highett honours upon him, the vene- 
mation they had for him, while they fuppofed him, 
dead, was turned into the mot rancorous envy and 
hatred, ‘They reproached him with cowardice and 
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J treachery, in abandoning the caufe, and the whole 


quy Joined in calumny and detraétion againit him. 
He men avail chemfelves of one misfortune as a 


* Precaution againtt another 3 but thole devoted peo- 


Pe, when they had once deviated, purfued their 
cine and fhe the end of one miulchief the be- 
a ining, of another, “TE he | Jews, by a kind of fa- 
thew Were now thrown into a greater rage againft 
ee omans than ever, as if the wreaking of their 
a eatice on them was the moft efectual means 
won VENSINg thenfelves upon Jolfephus. Thefe 
“ere the tumults in Jerufalens at this time. 


CA’LA PL XVI. 

viet Sees te Cefarca Philippi, where be is enter- 
tatned by Agrippa teventy days. Tiberias and Tari- 
thee peng Srom the Rewmans. Fefpafian orders fome 
a OPS: 6 Sistbopatis, and encanps at Sennabris, with- 
fight of the rebels. The Jaion fall upon Vaie-~ 









The Romans being now matters of Joppa with- } 
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‘of Tobias, leader of a band 
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mu out a flroke, (this being the fecond time of their that were quartered at Celarca, to DIS them 7 
; taking it,) razed it to the ground; but Velpafian, from. ‘Ciberias, anc 


Scythopolis, 2 place not fi 
much che lanett town in the dittict of Decapolis. 
Veloafian got thither firft, and waited the arrival 
of his fens when he advanced with three legions 
within thirty furlongs of ‘Viberias, and encamped 
ata place called Sennabris, within fight of the re- 
beis. From thenee he fent Valerian Ducurtori, 
with forty horie, to endeavour, by fair words, to 
reduce them to their duty. Jie was inflruéted to 
tell them, that the general fuppoted the people to 
be peaceably inclined, if they were not incited to 
fedition by a number of male-contents. When 
Valerian approached the town, he alighted from 
his horfe, and enjoined his companions to do the 
fame, to obviate any fufpicion of an holtile intent. 


The faction, under the command of Jefus, the fon 
of rovers, fell furi- 
oufly upon Valerian and his people, without giving 
them the leaft previous notice. Valerian, though 
alarmed at the affront, durft not ttrike a ftroke con- 
trary to the order of his general, though he had 
every probable view of fuccels. Valerian, in fine, 
and jive of his men, made their efcape on foot, be- 
ing forced to leave their horfes behind thein, which 
Actus and his crew carried off in triumph into the 
town, as trophies of vidtory, rather than the booty 
or an infamous treachery. 


This mean and unmanly conduét excited in the 
minds of the leading men of the place fuch appre~ 
henfions of revenge, that they immediately repaired 
to the Roman camp, under the countenance and 
protection of king Agrippa, and cafl themflelves at 
Velpafian’s fect for mercy and pardon, imploring 
him not to impute the crimes of particular perfons 
to the whole body of a people who never wanted 
veneration tor the Romanss and likewifeto {pare the. 
innocent, and punifh the authors of the deteétion. 
Velpafian could hardly forgive the feizure of the 
horles : however, upon the mediation of Agrippa, 
he granted their requeft. As foon as this aét of 
grace was paffed, Jefus and his party, not thinking 
it fafe for them to'continue at ‘Tiberias, made the 
beft of their way to Varichee. 


Vefpafian fent Trajan, the day following, with a 
party of horfe, to take poffeffion of the caftle, and 
to found the common people if they were of the 
fame peaceabledifpofition with theirdeputies. Upon 
finding they were of the fame mind, Vefpafian 
marched up to the city with his whole army, the ci-~ 
tizens opening the gates, and receiving him in the. 
way with due honours and acknowledgments as 
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a leader of 
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their benefactor and proteétor. But the Sates bein® Vitpafian 


too narrow for the troops to march at libercy, the en 
Roman gencral caufed a part of the fouth wall to be Si 


but with a com- tions, 


beaten down to widen the paffage, 
mand of the utmoft penalty, not to offer any violence 
to 
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to the people. This he declared was for the fake of 
Agrippa, as it was that he fpared the remainder of 
the wall, upon the king’s undertaking for the good 
behaviour of the people for the time to come. “Vhus 
did he reftore this city to a quict ltate after it had 
been grievoufly afflicted by fecition. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Vefpafian leads his army againft Tarichee. Its Sitita- 
tion and fortifications. The faction break in upon 
the Roman pioneers. The Romans purfue the ews 
up to their foipping. Great numbers of ews afjem- 
bled in a plain. Titus fent out for difcovery. Lis 
addrefs to bis foldiers. Total deftruction of the Fews. 
A violent fattion in the city. Titus improves the oc- 
cafion. Tranfinits bis father an account of the ex- 
ploit. Sends veffels in purfuit of the fugitives. 


Wy eke having departed from Tiberias, 

encamped betwixt that city and Tarichee; but 
fortified his camp with a wall, upon an opinion that 
the taking of the place would be a work of time. 
It was remarkably ftrong, both by arc and nature; 
and being fortified by the lake of Genefareth, it 
was looked upon as the receptacle of all the defpe- 
rate turbulent people of the faction. Itis fituaced, 
like Tiberias, at the foot of a mountain; and on 
thofe fides that are not wathed by the fea, Jofephus 
had run up a {trong wall, but in fome degree inte- 
rior to that of Viberias. Atthe commencement of 
the revolt, there wanted neither men, money, or 
provifions to render that place impregnable : in- 
deed there was a furplus to tpare for Tiberias. The 
befiegers had likewife a fleet of armed veffels in 
readinefs upon the lake for a retreat, in_cafe of an 
adverfe ftroke by land; and to ferve for a naval 
fight, if chere fhould be any occafion. 


While the Romans were fortifying and entrench- 
ing, Jefus and his party made a furious attack upon 
them, {cattered the pioneers, and overthrew a good 
part of their works, without any dread either of 
the Roman difcipline, or of their numbers, The 
Romans purfued them to the lake, when they em- 
barked on board their veffels; and when they 
had got out of the reach of the enemy’s darts and 
arrows, they came to an anchor, and there lay ar- 
ranged, as if drawn up in order of batile. 


During thefe tranfactions Vefpafian received in- 
telligence that a confiderable body of Jews were ga- 
thered together on the next plain, and thereupon 
dent out his fon, with a detachment of fix hundred 
chofen horfe, to difperfe them. —Vitus accordingly 
proceeded, and finding himfelf greatly overpow- 
ered by numbers, fent co his father for a reinforce- 
ment. Finding, however, the greater part of his 
troops eager for action, notwithftanding a difparity 
in point of numbers, he took up his itand where 
he might beft be heard, and thus addreffed them: 


*¢ Romans, (for I cannot begin my difcourfe more 
*¢ aufpicioufly than by putting you in mindof your 
“race, telling you whence and what you are, 
*¢ and whom you have to do withal. As to the 
“ Romans, the whole worid allows them to be in- 
* vincible, upon undeniable proof and experience. 
“¢ ] have this to fay for the Jews too, that, though 
“they have been often conquered, they would 
“never own themfelves to be overcome: fo that 
©‘ we have no more to do, than to ftand as firm at 
“ leait in our profperity, as_they do in their adver- 
* ficy,) I read chearfulnefs and courage in every 
“ fnee, and it joys me to fee it: but yet Iam un- 
* eafy fometimes for fear the vaft numbers of your 
* enemies dhould itrike a fecret damp upon that re- 
© {olution Wherefore let every man duly confider 
“< his own force, and that of his adverlary. The 
“© Jews, itis true, are generally bold, and fearlets 
“¢ of death, but utcerly deficient in military con- 
** duét and difcipline, and may be more properly 
© called a croud af people than an army; whereas 
& nothing can be more regular than our order and | 
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“* experience. “Whatare we the better for the prac. 

tice of arms in time of peace, if it does not help 
“us to fupply the want of numbers by fkill pi 
“addrefs? Or, what is the benefit of a perpettal 
* exercife of war, if it gives us no advantage over 
“men that are raw and inexperienced ? Do but 
*© confider what it is toencounter naked bodies with 
‘men in arms, foot with horfe; men that under. 
“ ftand nothing of government, with eminent com- 
** manders ; and that we are as good as double the 
“* number we appear to be, at that rate of advan. 
“tage; and the enemy not half fo ftrone as they 
“may appear. It is not number alone that does 
*€ the bufinefs in war, Ict the combatants be ever 
* fo flout; but true courage, as we fee every day 
© does wonders with a few ; for moderate numbers - 
* are manageable tothe beftadvantage of the party; 
““ but great bodies are liable to diforder and confu: 
* fon, and often more mifchievous to themtelves 
“ thananenemy. ‘he daring, defperate, and bru- 
“© tal flercenefs of the Jews, does a great deal, I muft 
contefs, in a profperous courfe of fortune; but, 
upon the Jeaft check of a difafter or difappoint- 
ment, that impetuous ardour abates, and comes 
to nothing; whereas virtue, refignation, obedi- 
ence, and true valour, will fuppore us in all our 
fortune, good or bad, without puffing us up, or 
deceiving us. Befide, we have a greater intereft 
at {take than the Jews; for their’s is only a po- 
pular quarrel for liberty, and their country; but 
we contend for glory, and forthe fame of immor- 
tal memory; and not without fome indignation 
neither, after the conqueft of the whole world 
befide, to find ourlelves hampered in a competition 
with the Jews. You may obferve again, even in 
cafe of the worft, that we fhall run no great rifque 
neither in the conteft, being fure to be well te- 
conded with fo many of our allies, fo ftrong, and 
fo near us. But what have we more to do now 
than to anticipate the victory, and engrofs the ho- 
nour of it to ourfelves, without waiting for the 
reinforcement we expect from my father? The 
glory will be the greater when it comes home to 
us entire, without fharing. ‘The point at prefent 
in queltion, is no lets than the characters of my 

father, myielf#, and my fellow foldiers, that is 
*€ to fay, whether or no my father deferves the ho- 
“ nour the world has done him. And am not [ his 
“ fon then, and are not you my foldiers? My father 
“ has been fo accuftomed to viétory, that I fhould 
never dare to look him in the face again after one 
& defeat; and would not you be as much afhamed 
“ of tardinefs on the other hand, where the gene- 
yal leads the way ? The firft poft of danger fhall 
“ be mine: do you but ftand by me, and commit 
“the reft to: Providence: only remember what 
“7 tell you, that a clofe fight will be to our 
** advantage.” 


This addrefs of Titus greatly animated the Ro- ai 
man army, throughout which the {pirit of heroilm ™ 
jeemed now to be diffuled,. infomuch, that the at», 
rival of Trajan with four hundred horfe, before the the 
engagement came on, difgufted them much, as 
they could not bear the thought of having more 
partners to fhare in the glory of the day. Veipafian 
had alfo fent Anturius and Silo, with two thouland 
archers, and given them in charge to take poffeliion 
of the mountain that was over again{ft the city, 4" 
repel thofe that were upon the wall, which was a¢- 
cordingly done. Titus, in order to render his arm) 
more formidable in appearance than it was in reality, 
drew up ina line, to anfwer the front of the enemy, 
and was the firft man himlelf that charged in aa 
their body, the men following him with the loudel- 
exultations. The Jews, though furprized at the ae 
folution of their attack, made fome refiftance, | 
they were beaten down and trampled uj 
horfe; when they difperfed, and precipicately 5 
for refuge towards the city, after maby had be : 
fain upon the fpot. Ticus preffed upon the hind 
moft, croffed others, and maimed them, and rae 
others back that made for the walls, ‘infomuch ne 
very few efcaped, but thofe who got into thetowk 

There fell out at this time a terrible fedition in 4 


city betwixc the old inhabitants and the tran he 
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The former were concerned for their poficfiions, and 
eraverig toa war, and more fo now aiter their de- 
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jena. Bue the forcigners, who were violent and nu- 
merous, Were the more eager on that account for ace 
boa. Lhe diipute produced fuch Joud claumours 


and outrages, that Vitus, being near the wall, and 
overhearing the whole, ainproved the occafion, and 
gavin addreiled his foldiers to this eflcet :- 





« ‘The time is now come, my fellow fuldicrs, if 
& we have but hearts to mike uie of it; ter God 
* Lath delivered up the Jews into our hands, and 
“ we may have avictory ror the taking ig up. Do 
you not hear the outrageous contentions of the 
“ very mea chat have efcaped our hands, and are ac 
this cime ready tocut one another’s throats? The 
* ciry Is ourown, if we do noc flip the opportunity. 
“ Burchis isa bufinels that requires refolution as 
* wcllas dilpatch; and great things are not to be 
‘done without hazard. Why do we not tzke the 
advantage of this mortal animofity, and fll upon 
them betore their necefiities torce them to unite? 
And why de we not fall upon them too, before 
“ our auxiliaries come up to rob us, not only of 
“ the credit, buc of the proficalfo of the aétion? 
“ Tor, befide the repucition of fo gallant an exploit 
by Juch an handtul of men, we fhall have boch 
** the credit and the fpoil to ourtel ves.” 





. 


‘ 


‘ 


‘ 


« 


Having chusfpoken, he mounted his horfe, pofted 
away co the lake, and was the firit man chat entered 
the cown, followed by his troops. ‘Lhe defendants 
were lfeized with fuch contternarion at the boldnets 
of tae attempe, that they had neither refolucion to 
eppote his perlon, or obitruet his paflage. “Uhey 
lett the guard of the city; and Jefus, with fome of 
his companions, fled into the fields; while others ran 
down to the lake, and met the enemy in che teeth. 
Others endeavoured to fave themlelves by cheir 
boats, but were cut off by the way; oshers by 
iwimming, buc funk in the attempe. Where was 
great laughter in the city, while the foreigners, who 
had not ied away, made refittunce. ‘ihe natives made 
none atall, hoping that ‘Vitus would confider them 
only as paffive in the cafe, and never having con- 
Jented to the war. Vitus, trom this motive, having 
quelled the fedition, puta ltopto any farcher Naugh- 
ter, out of commiferation to the inhabicants. The 
town being now taken, thofe that had fled to the 
lake withdrew as far as they poffibly could from the 
enemy. Titus fent.a party of horle exprefs to his 
father, with the joyful news of this glorious exploit, 
and the greatelt difficulty of the war was fuppoted 
to be furmounted by the reduétion of this city. His 
Next care was to place a proper guard about it, and 


. lve command that none fhou!d attempt to efcape 


Privately upon pain of death. ‘The next day he 


© went down to the lake, and ordered veflels to be 
~ fitted up to purfue chole that had got off to fea. 
” Thele vefitls were fpeedily prepared, as there were 


both materials and artificers in abundance. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Defcription of the leke of Genezarcth. Head and 
coitife of the river Fordau. Defeription of the 
country about the lake of Genezarech. The fountain 
6f Capernaui. 


FIT late a¢ . : 
PETS lake of Genezareth derives its name from 


the country adjoining to it. Its breadth is forty 
»#nd its length an hundred. Its waters 
t, and agreeable to the palate, as they are 
Jurer than thofe of other fens. It lies upon a gravel, 
“ore conveniene for drawing, and milder than 
‘iver or fountain waters yct fo cool, that the 
h-Cves cannot warm it by fetting ic in the fun in 
the hotrelt fealon of the year. Trabounds with va- 
; Lins w hich, for form or flavour, are not to 
eee 7 where elf; and the river Jordan runs 
eae oS middle of it. The head of this river 
ie Saeed ee to be i anion, but, in reality, it 

¢ er aiter an occult manner, from a 
No. 34, 3 
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place called Phiala, an hundred and twenty fur 
ongs diltantirom Ceiarea, a littleonthe righe hand, 
and not much out of the way to Vrachonis. It ts 
called Phiala from its round figure; and the wacer 


always continues up to its edge, without cither 


fhrinking or overflowing. "Phe firth difcovery of 
this was by Philip, tetrarch of Vrachonis, whocauted 
chaffto be thrown into Phiala, which cume out again 
at Panion, ull thac time caken for the head of the 
Jordan. Panion is not only delightful from fitua- 
tion, burmoit magnificently beautiticd and enriched 
by the reyal bounty of Agrippa. ‘Uhis vitible fiream 
or Jordan arifes trom this recels, croflés the marfhes 
and tens of the lake Semechanitis, and, altera courte 
of an hundred and twenty furlongs and farther, 
paffes by the city of Julias, and fo over the lake of 
Genezareth, a great way into the defert, cil it emp- 
tics ittelf into the lake of Afphalctes. 








‘This lake takes its name from the country that 
furrounds it, which is pleafane to admiration. Its 
foil is fo fruitful, that itabounds with plants of 
every kind. It ts allo fo improved by the fkilland 
induflry of the inhabitants, that, through a peculiar 
exuberance of climate, every thing that is cultiva- 
ted profpers; as nuts, palms, figs, and olive-erees, 
which flourith here in perfection; though, fromtheir 
nature, they [eem to require an air that is more tem~- 
perate. One, indeed, might term this {pot rhe am- 
bition of nature, that produces plants of quatities 
totally different; fo that there appears an’ happy 
contention of the feafons, as if cach of chem laid 
claim to their country. It not only nourifhes va- 
rious kinds of autumnal fruits beyond expectation, 
but preferves them a long continuance of time, in- 
fomuch, that figs and grapes hold in feafon there 
ten months in the year, and other fruits the whole 
year round. 
the air, itis famous tor a chryitaline lowing: foun- 
tain, called, by che natives, Capernaum. Some have 
thought it to be a vein of the Nile, becatle it pro- 
duces a certain fifth, called Coracin, which is no 
where cle to be found but in Alexandria. ‘he 
length of this country along the lake is thirty fur- 
longs, and the breadth ewenty. — Lice this fuflice for 
a defcription of that beautiful {pot. 


ClIAP. XIX. 


A feafight upon the lake between the Romans and the 
Jews. Miferable flanghter of the latter. Vefpa- 
Sian deliberates in council on the cafe of the Jews. A 
dreadful fentence upon them. 


HEN the vefléls were prepared according to 
order, Velpafian embarked as many of his 
forces as he deemed fulicient to cope with the fu- 
Gitives, and fee fail in quett of them. Thofe who 
were driven to the lake could neither make for the 
Jand, where they would immediately fall into che 
hands of theenemy, or engage upon a level at fea, 
as their veffels, being fimall, and fitted out for pi- 
racy, were too weak to encounter with thofe of 
Velpafian: befides, they were fo deficient in point 
of men, that they were afraid to approach the Ro- 
niins, who were well manned, and in good order. 
‘he only manner in which they could annoy them 
was by calting ftones: yet they themfelves were the 
greaten fufferers; forthe Romans being well armed, 
the ftones made a found where they fell without any 
effect, while they lay open and expuled to the Ro- 
man arrows ; or if they made any atrempres at clofe 
quarters, they were cut off before they could exe- 
cute their defign, their boats upfet, and their men 
drowned. 


Befides the agreeable temperature of 


4Ot 


Phiata the 
true head of 
the Jordan. 


Fertility of 
the foilot 
Genesareth 


Fountain of 
Capernaant 


Vefpatian 
encounters 
the enemy 
Upon the 


lake. 


The enemy difpatched fome of them ata A terribte 


diftance with their darts, others thev boarded and Maughier uf 
deftroyed with their fwords, and fome were hemmed '!¢ Je“ 


in, and taken, veitels and all, as they were locked in 
between the two fleets. “‘Uhefe who were tumbled 
overboard, and flruggling for life, no fooner thewed 
their heads above water, than they were taken off by 
a lance, or over-run by the enemy’s boats and funk. 
If any of them, in the rage of defpair, made towards 


5 ; their 


Vefpafian 
deliberates 
about fpare 
ing the peo- 
pie. 


 vebelling againdt 
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their adverfaries, they were fure to have their hands 
or their heads chopped off. 
Nothing, was to be feen but death and deftruction 


in all the variety of horror, till they were totally 
ing through the midft of 


OF 


broken and routed, prefiing 
the enemy to get on fhore. In this confufion many 
were killed upon the water, and more upon the land; 
nor was any thing to be feen upon the lake, or the 
borders of it, but blood and carcafes. The putrid 
bodies, in a few days, tainted the air to fuch a de- 
gree of malignancy, that the cafe was not only 
dreadful to the fufferers of the calamity, but the 
very conquerors were fhocked atthe fcene, and 
many exprefied abhorrence at the barbarity of it. 
This was the iffue of the naval battle; and the 
whole number of the flain, in both aétions, were 
65co perfons., . 


Whenthe fight wasoyer, Vefpafian took his place 
upon the tribunal, and separating the ftrangers, that 
were the caufe of the war, from the natives and olc 
inhabitants, who were merely paffive in it, he called 
a council of his officers about him, to confider what 
was to be done wich thefe people, and whether they 
were to be treated all alike. The council oppofed 
the {paring of the ftrangers, as they would ever be 
reftlefs, having no habitation, and confequently dan- 
gerous and troublefome to any prince that would 
receive them. Vefpafian acknowledged that they 
deferved to die, and that he made no doubt of their 
their prefervers, but the difficulty 


was, the manner of dilpofing of them, as the inha- 
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bitants would lay it to heart to fee fo man 

put to death aiter a promiie of quarters u Maia 
mediation ; befides the general’s {erage nig 
point of honour and juftice of breaking ee 
his prifoners. His friends, however infilted aan 
that he was not ticd up to punstilios with theJews 
and that where ftriét honour and policy are saeoh 
fiftent, the common good ought to have the é 
ference. . pre- 


Vefpafian was over-ruled by hiscouncil, and gave 


the ftrangers leave to depart, upon condition they »: 


kept the way that led co Tiberais. As mankind are 
ready to believe what they wifh to be true, in this 
confidence they fet out for Tiberais, without the 
leaft apprehenfion of any violence in their paffage 
either upon their perfons or property. The Romans 
had befet the road that led tothe city, fo that ic wa 
impoffible for any one to efcape. When they gor 
them into the town, they made them all prifoners; 
Vefpafian caufing them to’be fhut up in the amphi- 
theatre, where he ordered both old and young, tothe 
number of 1200, that were not able to bear arms, to 
be put to death; 6cco of the ftrongeft of them to be 
fent to Nero, and 30,400 were fold for flaves; be- 
fides thofe given to kang Agrippa, whom he leftat 
liberty to difpofe of as he thought fit. The reft were 
inhabitants of divers places, moft of them incen- 
diaries and fugitives, and promoters of thé war, be- 
caufe they could nat live in peace. Thefe prifoners 
were taken upon the eighth day of the month Gor- 
pizus. 


End of the Tuirp Boox of the Wars. 
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es CHAP. I. 


Siege of Gamala. Formidable ftuation of that city. 
2 Fefpofian advances up toit. The Romans make an 
i affautt. elre afterwards repul[ed with great lofs. 
" Vefpchaws bravery and prefence of mind. Noble ac- 
tion uf Gallus, a Roman centurion. Noble [peech of 
Tefpefian to his foldiers. Second attempt upon Ga- 
: nila. 


rT: cities and towns of Galilee, which, af- 
4 ter the taking of Jotapata, had revolted 
trom the Romans, upon the conqueft of 
ad ‘Varichaea, returned to their allegiance, 
: fo thatthey were now in poffeftion ofall the fortreffes 
except Giichala, and rhe mountain of Itabyr. Ga- 
mala alfo, a city over again Tarichaea, fituated 
upon the lake, and under the government of Agrip- 
I, joined in the rebellion. Sogane revolred alfos 
and to did Seleucia, after theirexample. They were 
both cities belonging to the province of Gaulanitis; 
Sogane jn the upper part of it, which is called Gau- 
lana, and Gamala in the lower. Seleucia {tands 
upon the Inke Semechonitis, which is fixty furlongs 
in length, and thirty in breadth, and its marfhes 
reach as faras Daphne. This is a delightful coun- 
try in many refpeéts, but more efpecially for the cu- 
rious Iprings in it, that feed the Leffler Jordan, as it 
® called, and then take their courfe to the Great 
Ordan, at the foot of Jupiter’s golden temple. 
hing Agrippa, atthe beginning of this defection, 
entered into an alliance with the people of Sogane 
ae Seleucia, but Gamala, depending on its own 
fue as being much ftronger chan Jotapata, re- 
ae “ie € oF the party. Gamala, which ftands upon 
tof ie lr ofa reck, that arifes out of the middle of a 
Paes and, in the pofture of elevation, with 
Gi ahe pore and behind it, has fome refemblance 
aa gous ofa camel, from whence it originally 
aeee S name; but ume and cuftom have cor- 
Taped the manner of writing it. Upon the front 
and the two fides are inaccefible vallies. The 
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part that joins the mountain is not of itfelf fo hard 
of accefs; but as the inhabitants have fortified ic 
with trenches and defences, itis next to impregna- 
ble. ‘Vhe houfes fland as thick upon che iteep of 
the hill to the fouthward, as if they were dropping 
into the precipice. ‘There is alfo an hill of fo pro- 
digious an height, that it may férve for acitadel to 
the valley in the botcom. There was alfo a fountain 
within the circuitof the city, which terminates the 
town. 


Notwithftanding all that nature had done towards 
making this placeimpregnable, Jofephus had cauled 
a wall to be run aboutit, and caft up artificial works, 
trenches, and fortifications, for a farther fecurity. 
The inhabitants were much more confident in the 
defenfible condition of the place, than thofeof Jo- 
tapata, though ncither fo many, or fo martial. But 
the difficulties of the attack made amends for the 
want of numbers. Thecity, indeed, was well man- 
ned, as it was the fanctuary of all the refugees; in- 
fomuch, that king Agrippa fpent feven months be- 
fore it without any manner of advantage. : 


Velpafian at this time decamped from Emmaus, yipagan 
near Viberais, (the former of which was fo called inarthes 
from a warm bath of fovereign virtue again{t fevera] trem km. 
difeafes,) and_fo proceeded to Gamala, where he } 
found itimpoffible to draw a regular line of circum- 4 
vallation about it, but fer guards, however, upon 
all the paffes he could come ar, and poffefed him- 
felf of the mountain above. The Romans, accord- 
ing to their cuflom, fortified their camp, carried up 
a wall about it, and fo entrenched. “he fifteenth 
legion was pofled again{t a tower, ealtward, upon 
the higheft part of the town; the fifth toward the 
middie of the town; and the tenth was appointed 
to level the ditches, and other hollow places. 





While things were in this firuation, king Agrippa 
drew up cloic to the wall, to ery if he could bring 
the people to furrender the place, and reafon them x: 
into a fenfe of theirdury. But atthis inftant he re- ++ 
ceived a terrible flycke with a flone from a fling 413 
upon his rightelbow. Lis friends thronged Te o 

diately 
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diately about him to bring him off; and the Romans 
were highly incented, by reflecting how barbaroufly 
thefe people would treat itrangers and enemies, that 
could be fo inhuman to their own prince, their coun- 
tryman, and a friend that advifed them for, their 
good. In this heat they preffed the fege with all 


pofiible vigour. 


Betwixt many hands and diligent application, the 
walls were not long in raifing; and the next thing to 
be done was the mounting of their machines. Chares 
and Jofeph, two of the principal men in the town, 
had the ordering of the defence, and to led up the 
foldiers to the wall with exhortations and encourage- 
ments to behave themlelves like men of honour. 
But wanting water, and other neceffaries, they were 
not much difpoled to the alion, as they found they 
couid not hold it out long. Upon the advance of 
ihe Roman machines, they made fome fort of refilt- 
ance at firft; bute when they come to throw their 
itones and arrows amongit them, they ran prefently 
into the town. hey battered the walls with their 
temper Tams upon three attacks; and upon difputing a 
weeGe breach, nothing could be more hideous than the 
male by af- Gurcries without and within the town, the found of 
ms the trumpets, and the noife of the arms. 


The defendants maintained the frft attack with 
great bravery, and put the Romans toa ftand; but 
being overborne, in the end, by the force of num- 
bers, they all fled, and betook themielves to the 
higheft pares of the city, with the Romans all this 


time at their backs. 


"The Row 
mans at 


ws, finding themfelves preffed, turned 


But the Je { ‘ 
drove them down preci- 


fhort upon their purfuers, 
pices before them, and through difficult paffages, 
where they did_execution upon them at plealure. 
The Romans, finding the difadvantage of contend- 
ing withenemies over their heads, betook themfel ves, 
for fan@uary, to fome of the houfes below; but 
being crowded fo full, they funk under the weight, 
fo that the fall of one brought down another, and 
thata third. Many of the Romans pcrifhed under 
the ruins; and yet, in this extremity, they chote 
rather to commit themfelves to the hazard of thofe 
tottering houles, than be openly expoted for a public 
mark. Some were crufhed to pieces with the tim- 
bers, others maimed in attempting to elcape, and 
fon e again were fuffocated with the dutt. 


Great difat> 
ters befall 
the Ro- 
mans. 


from being troubled at the 
at they efteemed them- 
any of cheir enemies 


The Jews were fo far 
lols of their habitations, th 
felves gainers by the fall of fom 
in exchange, atid as one houfe failed, prefied them 
into unother, in order to bring down that. Thole 
who lott their hold were fure to be taken off by 
weapons from above, with which the very walls and 
dead bodies furnifhed them in abundance; the one 
with ftones, and the other with arrows: the fwords 
of thote that were flain were ufed to difpatch the 
reft, and every thing contributed to the common 
fate. Some calt themfelves down headlong from 
the tons of the houfes, to avoid being fqueezed to 
death in the fall of them; and fome few had the 
good fortune to eicape out of the town, and avoid 
the general deftruction. 


Vefpafian was deeply affected to find his army 
thus broken by the ruins of a vanquifhed city; fo 
that, fearlels of perfonal danger, according to his 
common practice, he flipt away privately to a poft at 
the upper part of the town, where he was lefr, with 
fomercfolute menabout him, in the greateft dittreds ; 
his fon ‘Titus being abroad, at this time, in Syria, 
upon acommiffion to Mutianus. Such was his con- 
dition, thac he could not retreat with fafety or ho- 
nour; tothst calling co mind former gallancexploits, 
and refolving, to perfevere inthe path to fame, a very 
extraordinary expedientoccurred to his mind. This 
was to plant hincclf, with the few valiant remains 
he had, as clete to each orher as pofible, and cover- 
ine themfelves with their arms, fand rm againtt 
all attempts of violence from above. The Jews 
were to {tartled at this aftonifhing inftance of refo- 
luten, that, deeming it a kind of providencial im- 
pulle, and dreading the vengeance of cppofing the 


Vefpafiin's 
bravery and 
prefenee of 
mind. 
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higher power, they abated fomewhat of the vigour 

and fury of theaétion. Welpafian, oblerving this 

drew of by degrees, and never turned his back till 

he had got from the walls. Phere fell many Ro 

mans, both officers and private foldiers, in the en 

counter, and, among others, Ebutius, 2 decadarch 

who, as helived, fo he diced, exhibiting proofs of in 

vincible magnanimity. 


One Gallus, acenturion, being ina certain houfe 
with ten Syrian foldiers, and overhearing fome mea. & 
fures intended cobe taken with the Romans which ce 
as being, themlelves Syrians, they perfeétly under. 
ftood, fell upon them in the night, flew them all, 
and got off faye to the Romans. 8 


Vefpafian finding, atlength, his foldierscaft down 
by a feries of difatters, and not a little abafhed trom’ 
leaving their general alone to encounter the greatett 
difficulties and dangers, bethought himlelf of a 
method of affording them fome degree of comfort 
without relating the particulars thatconcerned him. 
telf, or dropping an hint by way of reproach. To 
this end he thus addreffed them: 


** Since, my fellow.-foldiers, misfortunes cannot 
be avoided, lec them be generoufly borne. Ic is 
not for any one fort of men to expect an exemp. 
tion from the common lot of mankind. Who. 
ever. confiders the nature of war, will find that 
victory is not to be gained without blood, that 
fortune is variable, and that this lofs is buta re- 
prifal for the thoulands of Jews that we have flain 
before. As itis vanity and weaknefs to grow in- 
folent upon profperity, fo it is a mark of as mean 
a foul to be caft down by adverfity. Confider 
again, how infenfibly the change pafits from one 
extreme to the other, and that no man is truly 
great but he that ftands his ground, and keeps up 
the fame dignity of. mind in all conditions, cor- 
recting the malignity of the one by the prudence 
of the other, Weare not now to impute our pre- 
fent mifcarriage either to the want of refolution 
on our parts, or to the valour of the Jews: for, 
if they fought better than ufual, or we worle, the 
true reafon was the odds of the ground we fought 
upon. Ifyou were to blame for any thing in this 
encounter, it was, intruth, for your rafhnefs, in 
purfuing the enemy when they fled up the town 
from you. You fhould have held your hands, and 
contented yourfelves with the poffeffion of the 
lowertown, till neceffity fhould have forced them 
down to engage you upon fafer, furer, and more 
equal terms. Bur you were fo impatient to have 
the thing done, that you never attended to the 
right way of doingit. The Romans are a people 
famous for order and difcipline, and not for this 
impetuous and inconfiderate way of making war, 
like the Jews and Barbarians. Wherefore let us 
have recourfe to our own methods of fobriety 
and refolution, and aé like men that are rather 
animated with an indignation for what they have 
done amifs, than finking under the burden of It 
Everyman hath this fatisfaction in his own power, 
if he will but fet his own hand to the work, and 
give himfelf the comfort of revenging the lols of 
his friends upon the heads of thofe that deftroyed 
them. In this profpeét and confidence you fhe 
find me ftill, as you have done already, the firlt 
and the laft in all dangers.” 


ce 
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The army of Vefpafian was greatly animated by 
this {pirited addrefs, and refumed their former cou 
rage and refolution. 


ala could not but be elated by 
a fhore vimes, 
hopes of 


cap- 


The people of Gam 

a feries of Juch unexpected fuccets for 
but afterwards reflecting that they had no he 
any terms of accommodation, no poli bilicy of cical 
ing, or procuring a fupply of provifions, thetr iit 
rits were deprefled, and they were feized with the 
horrors of detpair. ‘Vhey_perfitted, however, " 
the exertion of their urmoft efforts tor the defence 
of the place, fetting their belt men to guard He 
breaches, and difpeling of the reit co the gree 
advantage. The 
he 
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‘The Romans, by this time, having repaired their 
crorms, and made ready for another attack, divers 
“the citizens flole away through occult and intri- 
cate paluges, Where no guards were pofted. Others 
concealed themfelves in fubterrancous caverns, 
where they perifhed for want of food, as the pro- 
yidons were wholly relerved for fuch as bore arms. 
Thele were che diftrefies with which the people of 
Gamala had to encounter. 











CHAP. UH. 





» fends Placidus againf? a faéfious party that 
faken polfeffien of mount Tabor. Le draws 
fente diftance from the niountain into the plain, 
end toere fubdues their. 











LULE Vefpatian was fo harraffed by this vex- 
ations liege, he was under a neceffity, in the 
mitt of his confufions, of fending ouc Placidus, 
with a party of fix hundred horle, to mount Tabor, 
to difperfe a feclitious multitude that were affembled 
there. ‘his mountain lies betwixt the great plain 
and Scythopeolis. ‘Lhe atcent is fuppofed to be thirty 
furlongs. Iris inaceffible on the northern part. The 
top isa plain of twenty furlongs, and encompafled 
with a wall, which, tho’ extenlive, had been ereéted 
by Jofephus in the {pace of forty days. He furnifh- 
edie with water and other neceffaries from below, 
jor the inhabitants had only rain water for their 
ule. 


When Placidus, upon his arrival at the place, ac- 
cording to order, found it impoffible to afcend the 
mountain, he amufed the leaders of the faétion with 
hopes of peace and pardon, and brought numbers 
“sar them down to him upon a pretence that they 
“were wrought upon by the reafon of his addrets; 
. though, in reality, their defign was to draw him into 
- iinare, and turprize him. —Placidus had alto a de- 

fign upon them: his plan was to get them into the 

plain, and icize them unawares. They feigned com- 
pliance with what he propofed; but the icheme of 

Vlacidus fucceeded in the refult. When the Jews 

began the fray, Placidus and his men, as if intimi- 

dated, betook themfelves to flight. The Jews pur- 
fucd them, till, in the purfuir, they were difperfed 
throughout the field. Placidus watched his oppor- 
tuaity, and _curning quickly upon them with his 
horiemen, flew feveral, and’ put the reft to flight; 
nor did one of them return to the mountain. ‘hofe 
or the faction who were left at Tabor, now quitted 
it, and haftened to Jerufalem; but the natives fur- 
rendered themlelves and the place to Placidus, upon 


iecurity for their good behaviour. 


CHAP. Il. 


DelrucFien 6f Gaala. The inhabitants ave thrown 
ite aconflernation by the fall of a tower. Titus enters 
thout oppofition. A terrible flaughter of 


the inhabitants, 
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“TATIE bravelt of the people of Gamala had now 
“  recourle to flight or concealment, while the 

ptt pulillanimous and inferior perifhed by famine. 
vut the refolute in arms fultained the fiege till the 

wenty tecond day of the month Elyperberetzeus, 
fen Cree foldiers, of the fifteenth legion, ftole our 
fore break of day, to the foot of the higheft cower 
2, } tncir quarter, and undermined it fo privately, 
to clude the vigilance of the guards. They made 
rot the leat noite, but having rolled away five of its 
: Paoeipal itcnes, retired that very inftant. The 
fell to the ground with a moft 









; wttet immediately 
; waidhul noite, dafhing the guards, and all that 
: es init, under the ruins. ‘Ihe horror of this 
wvicent frightened the other guards from their 
polis, and fome of ; 

orem one of them fell into the very teeth of 


the 2 , 
Ie coe - Amongtt thefe was one Jofeph, who 
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was flain by a dart as he was running: away over 
that part of the wall that was broken down. Such 
was the terror that prevailed in the city, that it 
excited as univerfal a panic as if the whole Roman 
army had entered the town. Chares was at that 
time much indifpofed, and it was believed that this 
itroke hattened his end. But the Romans were fo 
imprefied with a remembrance of theit former il 
fuccets, thac they poftponed any farther attempe 
till the following day. 


THE 


Titus was by this time returned, and, from indig- 
nation at the dilafters which had befallen the Ro- 
mans in his abfence, drew out a body of foor, and 
two hundred chofen horfe, and entered the city with- 
out oppofition. The watch were the firft that took 
and gave the alarm, and the news was Ipread 
throughout in an inftant. It was no fooner con- 
firmed, than the citizens, in the utmoft confufion, 
took their wives and children, and fled to the cita, 
del, amid{t horrid outcries and lamentations. Some 
were cut off by the Roman foldiers; others, that 
could not get into the citadel, and ftrageled about, 
fell into che hands of the guards. Death, in fine, 
prevailed in all its forms of wounds and groans, 
and horror had diffuled itfelf throughout every 
quarter. 


Vefpafian then drew up his whole army to attack 
the caftle. It ftood upon the point of a rock, high 
and fteep, and almoft inacceMible, with many crags 
and precipices round about it. Upon this diladvan- 
tage, it was impoffible for the Romans to avoid the 
{tones and darts of the Jews that were catt down 
from above, or to reach the Jews from below. 
Vhrough a wonderful providence, however, in fa- 
vour of the Romans, and for the deftruétion of the 
Jews, there arofe a violent ftorm, which drove the 
Romanarrowsdirectly in the faces of the defendants, 
and kept theirs trom the Romans, or diverted them 
away from them. The blatt, at the fame time, was 
fo ftrong, that the befieged could not maintain the 
ground on which they were to make their defence, 
nor fee the people with whom they had to en ape. 
The Romans, with thefe advantages, made them- 
felves mafters of the mountain, which they fur- 
rounded immediately, and, in a rage of revenge 
for their former mifcarriage upon that attack, put 
all to the {word indifcriminately, whether they re- 
fitted or not. In this ftate of déiperation many caft 
themfelves, with their wives and children, down 
the precipice from the cattle. They were fuppofed 
to amount to the number of five thouland, of whom 
four thoufand werethus flain: fomuch more merciful 
were the Romans to the Jews, than the Jews were 
to themfelves. The very infants were thrown down 
the rocks, without {paring fo much as a fingle 
creature, two women only excepted, who were the 
daughters of Philip, a man of rank, and formerly 
a general in the army of Agrippa. Thele two fifters 
were not, indecd, fo much beholden to the cle. 
mency ot the Romans for their prefervation, as to 
the good fortune of laying undifcovered till their 
rage, in fome degree, fubfided. The rebellion at 
Gamala_began on the twenty-fourth day of the 
month Gorpizzus, and the place was deftroyed on 
the twenty-third of the month Hyperbereta:us. 


CHAP. Iv. 


The people of Gifchala are feduced by a Seditious iin- 
poftor to revolt from the Romans. Vefpafian fends 
Titus againft them, intending himfelf to attack Fe- 
rifalem. The generofity of Titus towards the people 
of Gifchala. Yokn of Gifthala Seemingly accepts the 
conditions, and makes his efcape in the night. The 
inbabitants are in great difirefs. Titus is received 
into Gifchala, which puts an eud to the conquest of Ga- 
lilee. 


ee Province of Galilce was now wholly re- 
duced, except the fmall city of Gifchala, where 
the people, in general, were difpofed to Pacific obedi- 
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ence; being moftly employed in the purfuit of 
agriculture, and conféquently dependent on the 
produce of their lands, They were intermixed, how- 

ever, with a band of libertines, who lived upon pil- 

lage ; and there were fome citizens of the firft rank 

tainted with feditious principles. The chief leader 

of the faction, and perverter of the people, was one 

ohn, aman of diflolute morals, a vile impoftor, 

verled in the arts of fraud and chicanery, defticute 

of honour and confcience, and a promoter of fedi- 

tion from finifler views. He was the fon of one 

John, tho. T.evi, and the head of the rabble in Gifchala. Had 
fonor ev’ he not interfered, the people would. probably have 
the people fent their deputies to the Romans, with propolals of 
of Gifchala an alliance; but, at his inftigation, they were pre- 
torevolt’ § yailed upon to put it off, till a war fhould be 


from the 
Romans, brought on. 
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Vefpafian, upon this juncture, fent away Titus to 
Gifchala, with a thoufand horfe, andthe tenth legion 
to Scythopolis, returning himfelf, with the other 
two legions, to Czefarea for refrefhment, in order to 
prepare their bodies and minds for the difficulties 
they had yet to encounter. He forefaw that the fub- 
jection of the inhabitants of Jerufalem would be 
‘an arduous tafk, not only as it was populous and 
powerful, and the capital city, but as it was an 
afylum to all the fugitives of faction from other 
quarters, a nurfery of bold and daring men, natu- 
rally (trong, as well as fortified by art, though not 
impregnable in point of fituation. The Roman ge- 
neral revolving thefe circumftances in his mind, 
trained his foldiers like champions in the exercife of 
their arms, to render them the more expert when 
called into action. 


Generofity 
and cle- 
mency of 
‘Titus. 


Titus, as he rode up to Gifchala, finding, from 
the view he had, that it was not a place to ftand_an 
affault, and reflecting at the fame time that the fol- 
diers would undoubtedly treat the inhabitants of 
that city as they had done thofe of Gamala, con- 
founding the innocent with the guilty, if ever they 
fhould take it by ftorm, from a motive of compat- 
fion for the people, and the deteftation in which he 
held thofe inhuman cruelties, bethought himfelf 
how he might gain upon them by treaty. The walls 
being now covered with foldiers, and the majority 
within the town of the corrupted party, he thus ad- 
dreffed them in an audible tone of voice: 


Exhorfation  *¢ It’ is wonderful to me, that, when all the reft 

of Titus. * of your towns are gone, and places, much better 

the pect. “¢ manned and fortified than yours, taken without 
“¢ any difficulty, (many of them at the very firft at- 
*¢ tack,) you fhould be now fo inconfiderate as to 
“ think of itanding out; efpecially when you may 
“¢ yet be fafe, ealy, free, and happy, upon a return 
“to your duty. This, I dare undertake, fhall be 
“¢ made good to you; andall your inlults pardoned, 
<¢ paffed over, and imputed only to an tnordinate 
“© defire of liberty. But if you do not know when 
“ you aré well offered, and refule to caft yourfelves 
“upon the faith and honour of the Romans; 
“if you refolve, at laft, to run head-long to your 
“certain deftruétion, and to contend with im- 
“© poffibilities, you muft expect to tee] the weight 
“© of the Roman power and dilpleafure; and you 
“* will find, before you are aware, that your paper 
*¢ walls will fall like dirt before their engines: fo 
“€ that this is the way to fhew yourfelves to be the 
“* moft arrogant flaves of all the Galileans.” 


Not one of the populace durft make a reply, or 
even come up to the wall; for the faction over- 
ruled, and had pofted guards at all the gates, that 
none of the reft dhould pals in or out, to propole any 
terms of fubmiffion. John, at length, took upon 
him to return for anfwer, in the name of the people, 

reply of ** That he accepted the conditions, and that the 
Johninthe © ¢qwn fhould agree to them likewile, or he would 
Been the ¢ force them to it: only he made him this requelt, 
Peoea * wich regard to the inviolable {trictnels of the Jew- 
“¢ ith law for the obfervance of their fabbath, which 
“ would no more fuffer them to treatof peace, than 
“to fighta battle, that he would indulge them thac 
“¢ day; it being a cafe whercin either their comply- 
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‘* ing, on the one hand, or, as the Romans kn 
** very well, the enforcing them on the other ule 

“ be equally unwarrantable. Befide, there could 

“¢ be no danger in putting off the treaty to anoth 

** day; for, if they imagined that any man would 

“* attempt to efcape that night, it would be an eaf 

* marter, by placing guards atalltheavenues, to es 

“ yentit: befides, the reputation he would cet by 

“ thewing himtelf as tender of their laws as they 

“© were of their own, and of their confciences a 

“© well as of their perfons, which was a favour be 

“¢ yond their expectation.” ” 


a 


John had recourfe to this manceuvre with Titus 
not fo much from a regard to the feventh day, ag 
to his own pefervation ; for he was apprehenfive of 
being deferted, if the city fhould be taken; and all 
his hopes centered in making his efcape that night. 
But the prefervation, if eventually, tended to the de. 
ftruction of Jerufalem, as it wag the occafion nor 
only of the truce, but likewife of the encampment 
of ‘Vitus, farther off the city, at CydafMia, one of 
the ftrongeft and moft populous places in Tyria, 
and mortally averle to the Galileans. 





























The night being now come, and the town un-,..., 
guarded, John feized the opportunity, and made t., 
his efcape to Jerulalem; taking with htm not only # 
his military people, but feveral fubitantcial inhabi- 
tants of the town. The old men, women, and chil- 
dren, that had left the place at his inftigation, with 
difficulty kept up with their leader for the firlt 
twenty furlongs; but finding themielves ipen:, and 
not able to continue the march, they betook them- , 
felves to lamentation, for thofe that had outttrijt ,. 
them, and gone before; as the farther their friends » 
were advanced from them one way, the nearer they!" 
accounted themfelves to theirenemies the other. Nay, 
they fancied the very noife of their own feet to be the 
tread of their adverfaries, and {till looking behind 
them, took their own people for their purtuers. In 
this imaginary fright they tell one over another; and 
the way was covered with the bodies of women and 
children, that were crufhed to death by the crowd 
preffing who fhould get foremoft. There was lit- 
tle more to be heard than the cries of milerable 
wretches to their hufbands and friends to ftay for 
them. But John’s exhortations to fave themfelves by 
flight prevailed. Ie obferved, that if the Romans 
fhould feize upon thefe whom they lett behind, they 
would be revenged on them for it. The multitude 
upon this difperied themfelves, and every one made 
the beft of his way. 


When Ticus came to the walls of the town to exe- ts." 
cute the treaty, he found the gates open, and the jai 
inhabitants ready, with acclamations, to receive and ¢ 
acknowledge him as their benefaétor and preferver. 
They informed him of John’s elcape; entreated 
clemency for the innocent, and juftice upon thole 
left in the town, that fhould be found to have been 
abettors of the revolt. ‘Titus fent out a part of 
horfe in purfuit of John, but they could not over 
take him before he got into Jerusalem. They flew, 
however, neartwothoufandof his party, and brought 
back near three thoufand women and children, 
whom they found wandering up and down. 





Titus was highly difpleated at the efcape of the a 
impoftor, which prevented his being brought to ex: * 
emplary punifhment: but then fetting the advan- 
tages of the prifoners, the flain, and the taking i 
the town, againft the difappointment of milling t : 
fingle perfonof fucha mifcreant, he ballanced the one 
with the other, andentered the place with a ee : 
difpofition towards the people. He took poffefion 
of it in form, by the ceremony of his foldiers brea is 
ing off a piece of the wall, and reduced the yl oe 
ot the fedition rather by menaces than actua Une 
nifhment. ‘Titus wilely and humanely he 
that, in a cafe where fo many family feuds, pert ‘e 
piques, and inordinate paffions were concernt™s 
might be dangerous to infliét punifhments, as 4 bad 
mon rule of diftinétion between the good an fice 
tor fear of injuring the innocent, while doingJ¥ 
to the guilty. ; 


Upon 
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: Upon this deliberation, he thought it more ho- 

able and humane, rather to {pare the lives of 

jome criminals, than run the rifk of deftroying 
there being no place leftfor remedy 


fome INNOCENLS 3, 
and atonement in the latter; whereas, in the other 


cale, there mighc be hope of anjendment, whether 
from fear of punifhmenc, fente of fhame, or an 
impulle of virtue, Upon conclufion, however, he 
laced a garrifon in the town, partly to retrain tur- 
bulenc ipirits, and partly for the fecurity of nes 
». who were difpoled for peace. “L his action finifhec 
i the conquelt of Galilee, at the expence of much 
labour and bleed. 


nour 


CHAP. VY. 


John of Gifchala impofes upon the multitude at ‘Feru- 
fatem with a falfe flory.  dnflames then to profecute 
the car. Great confufion among ft the Jews, Out- 
rages of robbers and incendiaries. The faftion create 
and depofe high -pricfs at pleafure. The multitude 
oppcfe them at the inftance of Ananus, the bigh-pricft. 
The faction withdraw to the temple. Gorien and 
Sinvon, leaders of the feditions party. Yefus and 
dunanus, men of refpedtable character. Ananus fates 
the case in an addrefs to the people. An encounter 
in the temple. Charaéter and hiftory of ‘fobn of 
Gifchala. 


ok. comes Lees John’s entry into Jerufalem wich his 
Jenlai party, the whole body of the people were in 
Bi vporty ay uproar, and valt throngs gathered about them, to 
enquire concerning the {tate of affairs abroad. John 
and his companions had been jo expeditious in 
their fight, as to indicate apparent tokens of want of 
breath: neverthelefs, they endeavoured to fupporc 
their pretences, by infinuating, thatthey had not fled 
trom the Romans, but were come {pontancoufly to 
* find out fome fpot for the encounter, where they 
Eclesours Might engage upon equal terms; alledging, that it 
Buirpieon WOuld be unreatonable to expote themlelves to det- 
. mee perate hazards for the defence of Gilchala, and other 
nije. Places of little importance, when the metropolis it- 
fection of tel was at ftake, and every man obliged, in duty and 
s* honour, to exert his utmoft efforts to defend it. 


But, notwithflanding the plaufible manner in 
which they related the caprureof Gifchala, and their 
own departure from that place, many of the people 
faw through the difguife, and confidered that ho- 
nourable retreat, as it was termed, as little lels than 
an ablolute flaghe. 


The difcovery, and ftory of the prifoners the Ro- 
mans had taken, itruck the people with as much ter- 
ror, as if theruin of Gilchala had been the prelude to 
the dettruétion of Jerusalem. But John, regardlels 
of the miterable condition of thofe he had left be- 
hind him, went amoneit the multitude, animating 
them to the profecution of the war, by affirming, 
that the power of the Romans was much decreafed, 
and that of the party refolved to oppofe it much 
enlarged ; fo that by thefe means of chicane and ini- 
polture, he wrought upon a credulous rabble. He 
farther infinuated the impoffibility of the Romans 
taking Jerulalem, even if they had wings, from their 
finding fo much difficulty, after fo many of their 
Projects were counteracted, in fubduing fome incon- 
liderable places in Galilee. Thefe pompous ha- 
rangues had the defired effet upon the rafh and 
NeXperienced ; but men of fober reafon forclaw 
Impending ruin. 


; Such was the confufed ftate of things in Jerufa- 
ace we time; but the country led the way to the 
Tie b that followed afterwards in the city: for 
fixe edealt Sone from Gifchala to Casfarea, Vefpa- 

ait fubd ae oom Ceafarea to Jamnia and Azotus, 

and {5 oe them both, fettled garrifons in them, 
‘people al urned, bringing up a vaft multitude of 
aleacue with we him, that were now entered into 

Michs itn the Romans. ‘I he cities were infefted 

tumults and inteftine broils, and nofooner at 
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peace with the Romans, than contention prevailed 
amongft themielves, and particularly between thote 

of a warlike and thole of pacific turns. Vhe quar rio sie 
rel began in private families, which had been long andprogiet 
advertaries upon the {core of hereditary feuds. It of hem. 
thence pailed into divided multitudes, and thole 

who had been friends became enemies. It termi- 

nated in matter of faction and opinion, where men 

of the fame mind formed an oppofition of party to 

party, and fo incorporated in a rebellion. Sedition 

and faction, in fine, univerfally prevailed; the 

young, rafh, and active being bent upon arms and 
innovations, and the more grave and prudent dil- 

pofed to moderation and candour; but the former 
overpowered the latter. 


A general licentioufnets now broke through all ‘The tuig 
rettraint, and a right to pillage was aflumed, with- of icenti= 
out any regard to law or conicience. Bands and °“""* 
parties were tormed, who committed the moft 
baretaced outrages and depredations, in the practice 
of which the Jews did themlelves as much injury as 
they couldthe Romans : befides, the calamity would 
have been much more tolerable trom an enemy than 
from their own countrymen. 


The garrifons placed to guard the cities, confult- 
ing their own eale on the one hand, and being mor- 
tally averfe co the people on the other, would not 
exert themfelves in their protection or defence, ill, 
in the end, fome of the leaders of the faction en- 
tered Jerulalem with a great body they had raifed i. fedisions 
in different parts. “Ihe city being under no rule or feratilen. 
government, they met with no oppofition : befides, 
according to ancient cutlom, the gates were open to 
all Jews, without exception, and at this time more 
efpecially, when they took all people that entered 
them as friends and afliftants againtt the common 
enemy. Whis liberty, or rather licentioufnefs, even- 
tually proved the ruin of the city, when infinite 
numbers of idlers and runnagates devoured the ne- 
ceffary provifions that were laid up for the foldiers 
who had the guard of the place. | By thefe means 
the miferies of fedition and famine were added to 
the calamities of war. 


‘There came, at the fame time, another band of Another 
robbers out of the country, who joining them- bard ef rob. 
felves with thote they found in the town, omitted Pe" Pe 
no inftance of infolence, rapine, and barbarity. than the 
‘Lo robbery they added the heinous crime of mur. former 
der; not privately, or in the dark, or upon com- 
mon perfons, but in the face of the fun, and upon 
the moit confiderable men in the city. They began 
with the imprifoning of Antipas, ‘a perfon of the 
blood royal, and of fuch credit and authority, that 
he was entrufted with the charge of the treafury. 

They treated Levias afterwards, and Sophas, the 
fon of Raguel, with divers other perfons of rank, 
with the lame indignity. 


Nor did thefe profligate wretches ftop here, but 
finding their prifoners to be men of power, intereft. 
and credit, and apprehending danger from keeping 
them longer in cuflody, either of a refcue or revenoe 
from their friends, or a popular tumult from fo de{_ 
perate a provocation, they proceeded to a formal $ 
fentence of death upon them, and employed a blood- 
thirfty hireling of their own band, (one John, the 4 bloody 
fen of Dorcas,) with a train of ten bravoes, to exe- nates 
cute the fentence. As a colour to this execrable tion. 
villainy, they gave it out that thefe perfons were in 
a conipiracy to deliver up the city to the Romans, 
and boafted the merit of a public fervice, in doing 
fo neceflary an aét of juflice upon the betrayers of 
the liberty of their country. 


The faction now became fo daring and arrogant, The faion 
and the fpirit of the people fo depreffed, that they difpofe of 
affumed to themfelves the right of difpofing of the the ponti- 
pontificate, and accordingly took that office out of *t # 
theright line, abrogated thefucceffion, andadvanced "= 
creatures of their own, without dignity or virtue to 
produce as a title. By a choice of minifters Jike 
themi{clves, they fubverted all government; for the 
wicked inftruments of wicked matters are alike dia. 
bolical and pernicious to fociety. 

Artificial 
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Artificial calumnies, and feigned flories, were pro- 
pagated, to create mifunderitandings amongit thole 
who had it in their power to fruftrate their defigns, 
and take advantage of the dilagreements, till, in the 
end, having glutted themfelves wich indignities and 
cruelties towards men, they carried their impieries 
againft God -himfelf, againit his laws and holy fanc- 
tuary. But, upon this daring attempt, the people, 
at the inftigation of Ananus, the high-pricit, made 
head againit them. Ananus was a per{on no Iefs 
venerable for his years, piety, and witdom, than his 
general chara€ter, and might probably have pre- 
derved the city, if he could have efcaped the hands 
of thote who confpired againit him. 


The faétion took fanétuary in the temple, as a 
place of defence againil the refentment of the mul- 
titude, as well as the feat of their tyranny and ufur- 
pation. But the moft fenfible part of the calamity 
was the conremptuous mockery that attended it, in 
the wanton experiment of their own power, and the 
pufillanimous defpondency of the people. For in- 
ftance, they undertook to difpote of the pontificate 
by lot, according to precedent, as they pretended; 
whereas the facerdotal function was originally a fa- 
mily privilege, and defcended in aline by fucceffion. 
This practice was no better than the abrogation of 
a pofitive law, to get the power into their own 
hands; but they were taken in their own fnare; for, 
upon f{ummoning one of the facerdotal tribes, called 
Eniacim, in order to make choice, the lot fell upon 
a perfon that fully difcovered the iniquity and cor- 
ruption of the proceeding. His name was Phanes, 
the fon of Samuel, of the village Aphthas, a man 
brutifhly ftupid, and not only unworthy of the high- 
priefthood, but wholly ignorant of the nature and 
duties of that facred function. They compelled 
him, however, to relinquifh his ruftic concerns, and 
dreffing him up in his pontifical robes, gave him 
his leflon how he was to behave, and exhibited him 
as a buffoon on the mimic ftage. This horrid pro- 
phanation greatly affected the other priefts, into- 
much that they could not refrain trom tears, to fee 
their holy laws trampled upon, and their profeffion 
and worfhip fo impioufly ridiculed. The people 
were at length fo enraged with the fenfe of this op- 
preffion, -that they had no longer patience to endure 
it, but zealoufly joined as one man to depofe the 
tyrant, and caft off the yoke. Vhofe who princi- 
pally encouraged them in this neceffary oppofition, 
were Gorion, the fon of Jofeph, and Simeon, the 
fon of Gamaliel, who inculcated the doétrine of 
liberty, and exhorted them, one and all, to ftand 
up for the vindication of their religion and laws, 
againft their prophane and facrilegious enemies. 


OF 


There was alfo Jefus, the fon of Gamala, and 
Ananus, the fon of Ananus, two priefts eminent 
for their piety and virtue, who laboured unweari- 
edly in frequent difcourfes to their dilciples, to ex- 
cite their deteftation of the principles and practices 
of the zealots. They had affumed the denomina- 
tion of zealots, from an hypocritical oftentation of 
holinefs ; though, in their lives and practices, they 
were the moft abandoned and diffolure of men. 
The people being now affembled, were inflamed to 
a degree of indignation bordering on phrenzy, to 
fee the havock thefe mifcreants made in their holy 
places, and the murder and rapine they had com- 
mitted without controul. 


But, notwith{tanding this paffionate zeal, they did 
not attempt to oppofe them in their impious pro- 
ceedings, not thinking themlelves able to encounter 
the zealots by force of arms, as, indeed, they were 
not; till, at length, Ananus, ftanding in the midit 
of them, and cafting his eyes, deluged with cears, 
towards the temple, thus addreffed them: 


“© Why did I not rather die than live, to fee the 
* houfe of God thus polluted and prophaned, and 
“ the wickedeft of men admitted promifcuoufly into 
“© thole facred places of privilege that were only re- 
*“terved for the high-prieits ?~ Why do I live aad 
** fee all this? in my facerdotal robes toe, and with 
** the venerable name of the great God written on 
£* my forehead ? Why do I liveany longer, after to 
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glorious an opportunity now in my age of endine 
my days with honour ? What have I more to do. 
in dine, under my circumitances, but to full alone 
and give up my life to my Ged and my duty ? 
Why thould any man defire to live in an aMtce. 
fible generation, and among people that have 
neither the prudence to forcice calamitics, or the 
courage to refift them? ‘You fiand Rill to ike your 

felves robbed, beaten, and abuled, and you; 
friends and companions murdered betore your 
faces, without fo muchas one look, word, of ac. 
tion of tendernefs or compafiion that you dare 
own. A fhameful and an infupportable tyranny! 
But why do [ talk of the actors of the tyranny, 
and not rather of thote that fuffer it, and that 
trained up the tyrants themfelves to the power of 
exercifing what they now practife ? W hy did von 
not crufh them when you might have dene ic? 
when they were but few, weak, and inconfider. 
able? It was your patience, and nothing elie, thar 
made thefe people your matters. When you fhould 
have turned your arms againft your enemies, you 
mutt be cutting throats among yourfelves. You 
fhould have called them to an account betimes 

for the outrages they put upon your brethren. 
You fhould have confidered that the fufferanceof 
one affront naturally draws on and encourages 
another, as appeared in what followed. For 
when they found that they might commitall man- 
ner of injolence without _controul, they advanced 
a ftep farther, and put feveral of the beit men of 
the city in chains, (who were effectually betrayed 
by your tamenefs,) and dragged them to prifon, 
not only unheard, and without a fentence, but 
without fo much as an accufation; and all this 
was done without one creature appearing in their 
favour. After the lofts of their eftates and liber- 
ties, there remained nothing more to be taken 
away but their lives: and that was done too, and 
their throats cut, like fo many beaits drawn our 
of the herd for facrifices, before our very faces; 
and not a mouth opened, or an hand lifted up, in 
their defence. After all thefe fufferings, one 
after another, can you have the patience now io 
fee your holy altars prophaned, and your religion 
expoled to icorn, without fhewing fome relent- 
ment worthy of your profeffion ?) Whatis it that 
you are atratd of, at laft, but monfters of your 
own creating, and the profeffed enemies or all 
that is good and holy ? If they {top here, it is not 
for want of good-will to be yet more and more 
wicked, but for want of frefh matter to work 
upon ; for it is impoffible for them to outdo the 
ill things they have done already. They are pol- 
{effed, you fee, of the ftrongett place of the city; 
and that which you call the temple ferves them 
only for an impregnable caftle, maintained againit 
you. Confidering now the ftrength of the place, 
and your enemies the matters of it, (as that you 
fee is the cafe,) what is it that you propole to your- 
felves ? Or what do you imagine will be the end 
of thefe things? unlefs vou fancy that the Ro- 
mans will efpoufe the caule of your religion and 

ceremonies: and, intruth, fuch is the mifery of our 
prelent condition, that our very enemies cannot 
but picy us. If fo many beatts were in your places, 

hunted, affaulted, and wounded, as you yout- 
felves are, they would havethe {piri ro turn again 

upon their purfuers, and to revenge themielves 

upon their enemies ; while you, at the dame aime, 

fulfer all ramely, without fo much as the fente oF 

apprehenfion of the brutes. But will you bear 

this always? and fink in infamy, under the al- 

fronts, publick and private, thac have been put 
upon you, without avenging yourfelves? T hisab- 
jeét patience looks as it you had no longer 4ny 
fenie of the moft natural and powerful of human 
affections, the defire of liberty; but as if you 
had taken up, on the contrary, the love of flavery» 
in{tead of ic; atemper which fam fure you never 
inherited trom your anceftors: wisnefs the ie 
dangerous wars they underwent again, the 
Medes and Egyptians, to affert their frecuot 
But what need of looking back for precedents 
when the very war we are now engaged in again 
the Romans (whether it fucceed well or ee 
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« vanced evidently upon the fame foot ? And ell 
“ we now, that difpute our liberties with the maiters 
« of che whole world, crouch, like flaves, to our oun 
« countrymen? Yo be overcome by itrangers Aa ne 
“ chance of war, and may be imputed, without c s 
“of honour, to the iniquity of fortune ; ae or 
“ people to give themlelves up in fubjection to their 
“ own brethren and countrymen, and to the very. 
“ worlt of them too, betrays a fordid fervility of 
“ {pirit, and a foul prepared for bondage. 


“ Wich refpeét to the Romans, make it the cafe 
“that we were all actually now their prifoners, 
“ (which heaven forbid!) whether would our con 
* diction, in. probability, be better or worle than 
“Gris now? For what mifery could an enemy in: 
“flict upon us that we have noe ater slendy ¢ 
“Can any man ftand a ipectator’to look upon i e 
“ Jews, and fee them robbing the temple Seu 
* oblations and donations that the Romans have be- 
“ {towed upon it? Defacing the moft glorious city 
“ underthefun; and dipping their hands in the blood 
“ of thiole heroes, which the Romans themlelves, tn 
“the very triumph of their victories, would have 
“had a veneration for? Can any man fee all this, 
‘“ without tears in his eyes, and a bleeding heart? 
“Whereas the Romans, on the other fide, make 
“a conicience of paffing the bounds of facred and 
“ prophane, and of breaking in upon the folemni- 
“ties of holy cuftoms, or but fo much as caiting 
“a look, unlefs with reverence, and ata dittance, 
“ toward the facred enclofure, we have a_fort of 
“ people among ourfelves, trained up after our 
“way too, and calling themfelves Jews, that make 
“no more fcruple of walking in the temple than 
“in a common place, and that while their hands 
“are yet reeking wich the blood of their fellow- 
“citizens. Shall any man, after this, {tand in dread 
* of a foreign war, compared with fuch a domettic 
“one? The enemy is, in truth, (to call things by 
‘ their right names,) the greater triend of the two; 
‘for while the Romans fhew themfelvcs the pre- 
“fervers of our laws, our pretended friends de- 
“itroy chem. Certain it is that thefe tyrants 
“have betrayed your liberties, and that no punith- 
“iment can be equal co their crimes. I tell you no 
“more in this, than what you all knew before I 
opened my mouth; and you need no other inftiga- 
* tion ugainit chefe men, than the fenfe of your own 
“ iulferings. But you are afraid of their numbers, 
“perhaps, the daring boldnefs of thefe men, and 
“the advantageous poft they are now poflefled of. 
“What was it, I beteech you, but our want of 
“relolution, that raifed them up to this, and made 
“them lo confiderable? You have no way left you 
“now but a {peedy, a generous, and a joint affoci- 
“ation among yourtelves, to bring them down 
“again; for delay gives time to fectle, opportunity 
** to increale, and heart togather courage. The whole 
“taction will flow in the party, which will make 
“them numerous, They have nothing to fear where 
Mi they meet with no oppolition, and that makes them 
= bold; and to for deterring the attempt, the longer 
« it 1s put off, the more time they have to fortify 
« and entrench. It is but one. bold pufh, to thew, 
«, that you are in earneft, to bring down their intfo- 
o lence; and you will find that, betwixt the terrors 
« OL 4 guilty conicience, and the infamy ot bale 
7 actions, they will have little joy of their {tation. 
ie Who knows but thefe impious wretches may be 
« Cut OF by the juft judgment of a righteous God, 
« 384 vengeance upon them for their contempt of 
7 his Divine Majetty? and that the very weapons 
ee they launch at us may, by a providential miracle, 
«, Ut turned againft their own hearts; fo that they 
- fhall not be able to ftand the very fight of us, but 
a With contufion. Or, to put matters at the worit, 

, /f we fhould fall every man of us in the conteit, 

could any thing be more glorious than to lay 

Own our lives, at the gates of the temple, for the 

« JOnour of God, and in the fervice of his holy 

« Houfe and caufe? As to the conduct of the enter- 

« Prize, you fhall have my heart, hand, example, 
and advice along with you.” 


aoe {pirited addrefs of Ananus encouraged the 
mu Nos to perfevere in their refolution again{t the 
© 34. 
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zealots; but being fully informed of their riuim- 
bers, their choice of men, and their courage, toge- 
ther with the circumftances of the place, and the 
potture they were in, and finally their defpair of par- 
don, in cafe they fhould be overcome, he was not too 
fanguine in his expectation of immediate advantage 
trom the meatures that wer#Scen. He was deter- 
mined, however, torunall hazards, rather than aban- 
don his country tn this dittrels; while the people ex- 
prefied the moit importunite defire that he would 
dead them on againit thele mifereants, in defiance of 
every danger they could poffibly encounter. 


Ananus, finding the multitude thus bravely refo- 
lute, ielected the beft men he could find, and ranged 
them in the beft order the time would permic. ‘Phe 
zealots, receiving intelligence trom their {pies of his 
motions and defigns, advanced immediately cowards 
him, firft in fmall parties, then in large bodies, flay- 
ing all before them. Ananus colleéted his men with 
great expedition, and in point of numbers exceeded 
the others; bur the zealors had the advantage of be- 
ing better armed. But the alacrity from each party 
feemed to fupply all other defects. ‘Lhe rage and in- 
dignation of the citizens increaled their ardour in 
oppofing the progrefs of the zealots; and the zea- 
lots, on the other hand, were inflamed by their re- 
folution againit the multitude. ‘The inhabitants were 
affured they could not be fafe, unlets they cleared 
the city of the faétion; and it was certain death to 
the faction if they came not off yiétorious. 


Thus difpofed, both parties engaged, and a fkir- 
mifh began, not far from the temple, by cafting 
ftones, and throwing javelins, at a diag ‘Vhote 
that fled were cut oir by the {words of their ene- 
mies, fo that many fell on both fides. When any 
of the inhabitants happened to be wounded, they 
were carried off by their friends to cheir own houles; 
but the zealots were conveyed up to the temple, 
which holy place they polluted with their blood. 
The faétion, however, in all their fallies and en- 
counters, obtained the advantage. 


The populace now became more numerous, and 
loft all patience with the fugitives for not flanding 
their ground, infomuch that, clofing up the way 
behind them in their fight, they curned them back 
again upon the enemy; fo that they were forced to 
cut out their way forward in their own defence. By 
thefe means they were brought every man to the 
combat, and the faction not being able to ftand the 
fhock of the whole body, gave way by degrees to- 
wards the temple, when Ananus and his party fell 
into it at the fame time together with them. When 
he had driven the faétion before him out of the firft 
court, they gor into the fecond enclofure, haftily 
fhutting che gates upon their purfuers. Ananus had 
too great a reverence tor the holy place, ro ufe any 
fort of violence for the forcing of | his paffage, 
though the enemy did all that was poffible to be 
done, by darts and lances from above, to provoke 
him to it. But fuch was the confcience the high- 
prieft made of polluting the holy temple with the 
mixture of an unpurified multitude, thar, if he 
might have gained the main caule by fuch a difpen- 
fation, he would not have admitted it. All that he 
did at prefent was, to order a ftanding guard, of fix 
thoufand chofen men, upon the frontiers of the tem- 
ple, and a fucceffion of the fame number to do duty, 
and be relieved. ‘The firft men of the city were not 
exempt from their part in this fervice; onl they 
were permitted, when it fell to their lot, to have a 
fubftitute to watch in their ftead. 


The popular party now carried all before them ; 
but John of Gifchala, the fugitive, difconcerted 
their meafures, and counteraéted their defigns. He 
was afubcle mifcreant, ambitious toa degree, an in- 
veterate enemy, and perfidious traitor to the public, 
To dJublerve his Magitious purpoles, he aflumed the 
mafk of a patriot, ftatively attended the councils of 
Ananus in the day-time, and went round the guards 
atnight. But the traitor divulged their fecrets to 
the zealots; and every thing deliberated upon was, 
by his means, known to their enemies even before it 
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had been well agreed upon amongft themfelves. In 


order to evade fufpicion, he cultivated, with affi- 
duity, the greateft friendihip with Ananus and the 
people; was molt officioufly refpeétful in his be- 
haviour to the high-prieft, and, in fhort, to every 
man of rank and power. 


But his flattery was fo grofs, and his officioufnefs 
and affiduities were fo palpably deceptive, that they 
naturally railed fufpicions and jealoufies, which 
were not a little augmented by his conftant atcend- 
ance on councils, without fummons or Invitation. 
Tt was evident, trom divers circumftances, that their 
enemies wereapprized of all refolutionstaken againft 
them act their confultations ; nor was there any one 
whom they had fo much reafon to fufpect of the dif- 
covery as this John. But he had played his part fo 
artfully, and Infinuated himfelf with fuch addrefs 
into the goad opinion of Jeveral great men, that it 
was deemed impoffible to remove him from his poft ; 
fo that they could think of no better expedient of 
putting him to the teft, than adminiftering to him 
an oath of faith and fecrecy to keep their countels, 
and lerve them againit the faction to the uttermoft of 
his power. 


He mofl readily took the oath; and Ananusand 

his party feemed as readily to believe him fincere ; 
as they not only admitted him into their confulta- 
tions, but fent him on a commiffion to the zealots, 
with propolals of accommodation. They were chiefly 
induced to adopt fuch meafures, by an earneft defire 
of avoiding the pollution of the temple with the 
blood of the Jews, and the blame they fhould con- 
fequently incur. This perfidious impoftor availed 
himtelf of the truft repofed in him to perpetrate his 
bafe defigns, and accordingly went to the zealots, 
and totally mifreprefented the whole matter by in- 
timating to them, moft artfully and malicioufly, in 
the tollowing addrefs, that the oath he had taken 
was a confirmation of his good will towards 
them. 
“* T have run (faid he) all hazards for your fakes, 
in order to give you authentic information of the 
** defigns and practices of Ananus and his party 
*¢ againtt you. Iam now to affure you, that neither 
“© you or I were ever in fuch great danger as at 
** prefent, if fome providential interpolition does 
“not avert it, as Ananus has prevailed with the 
“people to fend deputies to Vefpafian, to defire 
“him to come immediately and take poffeffion of 
“6 the city; having ordered the people to purify 
“ themfelves the next day, to the end that, under 
“* the pretext of religion, they might, either by fair 
means or foul, get into the town. I do nor find, 
under their circumftances, how they fhould be 
able to hold out againft fuch a number of armed 
men; but, as it hath pleated the Divine will, Lam 
deputed to bring you propofals of peace, which, 
in faét, is no other than a ftratagem of Ananus to 
amule you with a treaty, and fall upon you by 
furprize when you think yourfelves moft fecure. 
You have now no other choice than to throw 
yourfelves at the feet of the befiegers, or callina 
foreign power to your refcue. If you are taken, 
the coniciouinels of what you have done mutt 
exclude you from all hope of mercy. Befides, 
criminals prove frequently worle for repentance. 
Confider again, what you are to expect from the 
friends and relations of thofe whom you have 
flain, and from afurious multitude, in the height 
of their rage, for the abrogation of their laws and 
cultoms A fingle individual may have fome 
tente or humanity and cendernefs, but what will 
that avail againit the violence of an irritated 
million 2” 
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‘This artful fpeechalarmed the factious party: but 
John durit not name what foreign affiltance he hint- 
ed at, thourh there was every reafon to think it was 
that of the {dumzeans.  Aiter this he took fome of 
the leaders apart, and loaded Ananus with calum- 
nies and reproaches, in order to inflame their refent- 
mene againtt him. 
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CHAP. VI. 


be Iduineans, being fent for to the Biftance of the 
zealets, repair to Ferufalem with @ formidable ariyy 
Fefus, the bigh-prieft, reafons the matter with them, 
Simon makes a reply to the particulars of his Speech, 
The Idumeans refolve to make good the Siege. 


een the fon of Simon, and Zachary, ¢} 

> x stl Ys The 
fon of Phalek, were deemed two of the ablet 
men the zealots had_in their countel, and the beft 
qualified for bufinefs, either in point of advice or 
execution; and they were both of the facerdotal 
race, Thele perfons taking it for granted, that, be. 
fides the general menaces, their lives in particular 
were threatened, and that Ananus and his party had 
called in the Romans to their affiftance, as John had 
reprefented ; imagining alfo, that they fhould fall 
a facrifice to the fury of the multitude, and that no 
foreign fuccours could arrive in time to prevent the 
execution of the plot; they came at length to areto. 
lution of applying to the Idumzans, and wrote them 
a letter upon the occafion to this effect: 


** Finding that Ananus, having firft feduced the 
people, hath defigned the betraying Jerufalem to | 
the Romans, we have retired into the temple in i 
defence of the common liberty, where we are now 

befieged, and upon the very point of falling into 

the hands of Ananus, and the reft of our enemies, 

and the city itfelf into the hands of the Romans, 

“without immediate relief.”? The bearers had 

charge to relate many other circumftances verbally 

tothe principal of the Idumzeans. The perfonschofen 

for this commiffion were both called Ananias: they 

were active, good fpeakers, endowed with the fa- 

culty of perfuafion, and (which was equal to all the 

reft upon this occafion) men of refolution and dit: 

patch. They made no doubt of the ready compli- 

ance of the Idumaeans, being a people fond of broils 

and changes, brutal and churlifh, that needed no 

great pains to be wrought upon, as they go to war 
with as much alacrity and delight, as other people 
do to abanquet. Expedition was therefore the main 
bufinefs, and the meffengers did their duty. 


When they arrived at Idumza, and delivered their 
letters and inftru€tions to the governors, the people 
were no fooner informed of the particulars, than they 
caught the flame, and encouraged and provoked one tx~ 
another to take up arms, infomuch that they foonaf- ! 
fembled in a body of 20,000 men, which was {pee 
dily railed, and difpatched to Jerufalem, under the 
command of Johnand James, the fons of Sofas, Si-! 


mon, the fon of Cathlas, and Phineas, the fon of 
Clufoth. 


Though Ananus knew nothing of the deputation 
tothe zealots, he had intelligence of the Idumzan 
expedition, and ordered the gates to be fhut, aad 
the walls guarded, but ‘no act of hoftility, to be 
committed, till he had tried the effeét of reafon and 
fair words towardscompofing the broil; fo that Jefus, 
the firft prieft next Ananus, mounted a tower over 
againit the Idumeeans, and thus addreffed them: 


“© Of all che calamities that ever befel this famous . 
“city, nothing amazes me more than to fee fortune 
“ in a confpiracy with the moft abandoned people 
“in nature to deftroy it. Who could ever have 
“ thought to have feen you joining with a band ot 
“ mifcreants againit us, even more heartily than 
‘© would have become you toward barbarians them. 
“ felves, if Jerufalem had defired your aid? But 
“ you are of the fame mind with your fuperiors: 
“‘ this you have to fay tor yourfelves, that a fimi- 
‘© itude of manners naturally begets an agreement 
‘of affe€tions. This, however, ale 
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betwixt you and them. For if you confider thett, 
lives and adtions, vou will not find one man Of 
them that does not deferve a thoufand deaths. AS 
to their quality, they are the very fcum of man 
kind: then for their manners, after their fquat- 
dering awsy their fortunes in luxury 4n be 
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“ flealing afterward into the city like thieves, Oy 
« advanced to facrilege and Se in t de 
* holy temple itielf; wallowing in drink at Ene xe! y 
¢ alc, without either fear or fhame; devouring t he 
“ ipoils of chole they have murdered, and pera 
“ing the facred place with all manner of po Men: 
“ Tn che middle of this confufion, I find your people 
“here in as regular a formality of order and eae 
“page, asif your army had been brought in ate re 
“ requelt of a whole body of the city again a 
“ foreign enemy. What ihall I call this, but the 
“iniquity of fortune, to dee your whole nation uni- 
“ced in fo infamous a contederacy againit your own 
“© brethren? ] cannot but admire, L mutt contcis, 
* the fuddennefs of your relolution, as well as the 
“thing itfelf, Ic muit be fome great matter, fure, 
“that could move you to take up arms for thieves 
“ and vagabonds againit your allics. But you have 
“areportamong you, | perceive, of our calling in 
“ the Romans, and betraying the city to them; and 
“upon that pretence you take upon you to fet up 
“sor afferters of the liberties of Jerulalem againit 
“a foreign power. “Though it was a grois and ma- 
* Jicious calumny, it was yet pertinent enough to 
* the purpole of the inventors of it: for our ene- 
“mies could never have gained their ends upon 
“ men chat value liberty at the rate that you do, and 
* would venture fo far for the preferving of it, but 
“* by pofleffing you with a rage againil us, as the 
“bale and unmanly betrayers of a bleffing and pri- 
“vilege that you have fo great a veneration for. 
* But you will do well to conlider who they are that 
“thus bely and craduce us, and then form a judg- 
“iment upon the whole; not upon the credit of 
* plaulible tales, but upon the force of clear truths 
“and convincing reafon. 


5 


“ Low will it be confiftent that we fhould difpute 
“ our liberties thus long with the Romans, and jutt 
“now own them for our matters? How came it 
“that we fell off from them at firit ? Or how came 
“it that we did not go over to them again, before 
“our lands, towns, and villages were totally laid 
“ wafte and deftroyed ? Neither is this a time fora 
“treaty, if we had ever fo great a mind to it; for 
* the conquelt of Galilee hath made them too proud 
to hearken to any conditions. And then to go 
“out tuing to them for a peace as foon as they fhew 
* themielves betore our walls, would bean infamy 
“ more na asthe than death itfelf. For my 
“ own part, 1am rather for peace than war; but, on 
: the other fide, when the war is once begun and 
«, inevitable, Tam rather for a glorious death than 
“the life of a fave. 
is “ But how ftands the cafe, I befeech you, of our 
« ending tothe Romans? Is it that the ring-leaders 
* have privately fent fome particular perfons out of 
© their own number or families? Or will you have 
_ it to be a deputation as the common act of the 
‘ people ? If this was done by a particular com- 
_Mifion, why are we not told the names of the 
_Gommifiioners ? Are there any letters to be pro- 
_cuced in proof of this fuggeftion ? Or hath any 
man been taken up going or coming upon this 
_civand? How comes it that, among fo many thou- 
: fands of people as we daily converle with in the 
city, not io much as one man ever heard of it? 
«And how comes it again, that chis fecrer, that has 
«ch Managed with fo much caution out of the 
city, fhould be only known to a few perfons that 
are locked up in the temple, and not at liberty fo 
much as to ftir out of the walls? Is is not a 
{lrange thing too, that this treafon fhould never be 
leard of, till the reporters of it were in danger 
themfel ves, and in dread of being called to an ac- 
count for theirown crimes ? Neither could-it be 
called the People’s act, without paffing the vote 
of a general afiembly, which would have made it 
« Mpoffible to be kept fo longa fecret. Or to what 
end fhould there be a deputation, when the thing 
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rea before hand, and no room left for a 
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an RR RRR RRR 
aon ae FRR RR ER 












aa 


ce 
ee 
oe 


HE Ta, W S.:z 


felves. If ic muit be the city’s fate, atiafi, to fail 
by treachery, none are to hkely to bring ic to that 
end as our acculers themielves 5 for it is but ad- 
ding treaton to blood, facrileze, and the reat or 
the impieties they are guilty of already, to fill up 
the mealure of their iniquitics. 


“* But fince you are here upon fhe place with us, 
andinarms, what can you do better chan to join 
with us in the reliet Gf the city, and in the rooting 
out of thete tyrannical moniters ? Weretches thac 
have trod all our laws under joor, to make way 
for tumule and viclenee ; treated our Lovernors 
worle than bond-flaves, or common criminals, in 
Jails, chains, nay, and with death iulelf, though 
ever fo innocent, and, which is worle, without lo 
muchas any pretence to the contrary; and with- 
out any place, at lait, for prayersor interceffionsin 
favour of the milerable. This is no more than 
whac you may be eye-witnefles of yourtelves, if 
you will but enter the city as friends, and believe 

our fenfes. There you will fee the rantacking of 
routes, and the whole town in mou rning for their 
mailacred kindred and friends; your ears will be 
fhocked with cries and lamentations, and not one 
creature to be found, upon the whole, but has his 
part in this oppreffion. “Phey have carried their 
infolence to fo extravagant a pitch, thar, after the 
barbarous robberies and outrages committed in 
the country towns and villages, they havebroughe 
the feenc likewile into the mother-city icfelf, tho? 
the head and glory of the nation; carrying che 
outrage from thence alfo into che very temple 
ictelt, which they have made the feat of the war. 
From thence it is that they make their fallies, and 
thither their retreats: there they keeptheir guards, 
their flores, and their magazines. At thie rate it 
is, in fine, that thefe profligates (of our own 
tribe and extraction too) projane, difhonour, and 
trample upon God’s holy habitation, and the 
place thatis venerableal! over the world, fave only 
among our own people. “They are never fo dele 
perate, but, in the depth of their delpair, they 
{till cake delight in forcing all things to extremi- 
tles, and in fetting cities and nations againil cach 
other, and all in a contufion of civil broils. The 
moft righteous and reafonable thing that you can 
do (and that which would beit econ: you) 
would be, togo hand in hand with us, in deliver- 
ing the nation from thele firebrands, and in taking: 
your revenge upon them for the impotture they 
have put upon you, and for prefuming to invite 
you into their party for affiftance ; whereas they 
fhould rather have dreaded the vengeance and 
juftice trom you, that belongs to a common 
enemy. If you take it to be matter of decency 
and refpeé, to pay fome fort of deference to their 
requelts, be but plealed to pals into the city as 
friends: leave your arms at the gates, make your- 
felves neuter, give the caulea fair hearing, and be 
yourlelves the judges of the controverly, But for 
thofe people that have fo many notorious crimes 
to aniwer for themfelves, and particularly the 
hurrying away of fo many men of quality to 
death, without fo much as the forms of either 
charge or defence; for thefe people, Llay, to be 
admitted to fo impartial and caly a way of trial, 
will be 2 condeicenfion very extraordinary, and 
it will become them to acknowledge the obliga- 
tion they have to you for the favour. But if you 
will neither join with us in the equity of thecaufe, 
or appear in the capacity of judges betwixt us, 
withdraw from both parties, without either infulc- 
ing over honeft men in their affiiction, or fiding 
vith traitors and ufurpers againit your mother 
city. Or, if you are not as yet thoroughly fatished 
of our innocence, as to any feerer corre/pondence 
with the Romans, fend out your icouts and zgents 
to fpy upon the paffes and avenues; and w henever 
you find one creature of us guilty of fuch a prac- 
tice, {pare neither the aétor or the party, “hac 
will be the only proper time for you to ftand up 
tor your metropolis: and there is no danger in the 
mean time; for, as you are polted, itis not pofmi- 
ble for any enemy to Interpole to your prejudice. 
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* otherwile, you cannot think it reafonable for us 
** ro open our gates till you lay down your arms.’ 


WNotwithftanding this fpirited and reafonable ad- 
drefs of Jefus, the multitude continued much en- 
raged, becaule they did not meet with a ready en- 
trance into the city; and the generals looked upon 
the very mention of laying down their arms as the 
higheft indignity that could be offered them. -Si- 
mon, however, the fon of Cathlas, one of thcir 
principal officers, quieted the tumult they had 
raifed, and ftanding upon an elevated place, fo that 
ine pacts might hear him, fpoke to the following 
effect : 


“I do not wonder to fee the defenders of our 
country’s liberties fhut up in the temple, when 
“* the very befiegers of thofe patriots have likewite 
** fhut up the city itfelf, which ought to be free and 
*© open to the whole nation; but at the fame time 
** ready enough, perhaps, to entertain the Romans 
“¢ with garlands and acclamations. It is enough 
*¢ for us, you think, to talk to us from your tow- 
“¢ ers, advile us to lay down our arms, (though ta- 
“¢ Icen up in the comnion caufe,) and not to tru{t our 
“© neareft friends with the guard of the city. But, 
“* inftead of defending our capital, we are held in 
‘** hand with propofals of being made judges of the 
“© matter in queftion; and, in the fame inftant, while 
*¢ you are laying a load upon others for deftroying 
“* your fellow-citizens without any colour of law, 
“you yourfelves pronounce judgment at will and 
‘© pleafure on the whole nation, and violently keep 
** your own brethren out of a city that gives admit- 
““ tance, upon the account of piety and devotion, 
** to all mankind befide. But is this your way then 
“© of acknowledging obligations? Do you call it 
“* an expedition Sean you, and a fiding with your 
** enemies, to make all the hafte we could to your 
** refcue ? At the fame rate are thofe in the temple 
** your enemies ; and you have juft as much to fay 
** againftus as againft them. ‘You have, at Prats 
“the very fupporters of the commonwealth pri- 
““foners in the temple; and we are to be amuted 
*¢ with a pretence, that the end of your keeping all 
** the world out of the city, is to avoid theirtyranny, 
“* when, in fact, the very tyranny you complain of 
“* yourlelves pecile. This is too grofs to pais on 
** any man who hath eyes to fee. Keeping us out 
** of the city is not all neither, for we are barred, by 
“* that exclufion, from the exercife and enjoyment 
** of the religious rites and ceremonies of our pro- 
** feffion. And it is the fame cafe again with thofe 
*¢ who are befieged in the temple, for punifhing 
‘© certain traitors, whom you are pleafed to honour 
** with the title of honeft men and perfons of qua- 
‘* lity, for the credit of the confederacy. The only 
‘* thing they were to blame tor was, that they did 
** not begin with you; that is to fay, at the root of~ 
** che conipiracy. But if they were over tender, it 
*© will concern us to act with more vigour, for the 
“* maintenance of the houfeof God, andof the rights 
** of our country, as well within the city as without, 
** and again{t all oppofers. So that this fiege we 
* are refolved to make good, till either the Romans 
** deliver you, or the confcioufnefs of what you 
** have done amifs bring you back co your duty.” 
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CHAP. VIL. 


The Idumeans encamp under the city wails. A dread- 
ful form. Several opinions and forebodings upoitit. 
The great consern of the zealots for the fecurity of 
their friends. The Idumaans enter the city by night, 
aud join the zealots. An inbuman imaffacre enfues. 
The pricfs Ananus and Fefus put to death. 


Fils Idumaeans teftified, by their acclamations, 
their approbation of the {peech of their gene- 

ral; while Jefus, on the other hand, went away pen- 
five and forrowful, on finding the Idumzans op- 
pofed all moderate countels, and that the city was 
befieged on both fides. Nor werethe minds of the 
Idumivzans at reft, being enraged at the affront of- 
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fered them by their exclufion from the city, as wel] 
as at their dilappointment with refpec to the fup. 
pofed ftrength of the zealots, together with the dif. 
ficuicies they had met with in their expedition, Bue 
the fhame that would attend them, in cafe they re. 
turned without making any attempt, outweighed Tit 
al] other feruples, fo that they lay all night before 
the wall, though in a very bad encampment. The: 
following night there arofe an horrible ftorm of cna 
wind and rain, accompanied with fuch peals of 
thunder, Hafhes of lightning, and dreadful earth. 42 
quakes, as produced an univerfal confternation, ‘ 
The prodigies were deemed a manifelt indication 5 
of fome approaching deftruction, as the fyftem of 
the world appeared to be in general diforder, 


The inhabitants and Idumzeans were both under _ 
the fame apprehenfion. Their opinion was, that the 23 
1 1 * Mlezs oy, 
Almighty was difpleafed with them for taking arms, cesey 
and that fome vindictive judgment threatened them t= 
both, if they perfifted in a war againft the mother 
city. 


But Ananus and his party looked upon it as a 
declaration from heaven in their favour ; taking it 
for granted, that Providence would interpole in 
their behalf, and give them a victory without a 
But the evenc proved the fallacy of their 
conjecture ; for that which they applied to the ene- 
my, befell themfelves in the conclufion. In this 
ftorm the Idumzans fenced one another by edging 
together as clofe as they could prefs, thereby keep- 
ing themfelves warm, and connecting their fhields 
over their heads, were not fo much hurt by the rain. 
The zealots all this while were in more pain for the 
Idumzeans than for themfelves, and therefore en- 
tered into a confultation to devife means for affift- ¢ 
ing their friends. The more daring and refolute i 
were for forcing the guards with their arms, and, "9° 
after gaining that point, burfting open the gates, and "“* 
making way for the Idumeans; as fuppoling the 
guards would be in diforder, and give way at fuch 
an unexpected attempt, efpecially as the greateft 
part of them were ill armed, and unfkilled in mili- 
tary difcipline. Befides, the multitude would not 
be cafily affembled, as they were difperfed to their 
feveral habieidons by the ftorm. They were deter- 
mined, however, at all events, and in fpite of every 
danger, to fupport and proteét their friends and al- 
lies, who came fo generoufly to their affiftance. 


Bat the more prudent part difapproved of this 
method, perfuaded chat the guards, at this critical 
time, were doubled, and that a ftri€ter watch than 
ordinary was fet upon the walls on account of the 
Idumveans. They alfo fuppofed that Ananus would 
be every where up and down at all hours, to keep 
the foldiers to their duty. This, indeed, was the 
cafe every other night but that, when Ananus went 
to refreth himfelf, not through flothfulnefs or inat- 
tention, but rather a kind of fatality to the ruinot 
himfelf and people; for the night being far {pent, 
and the cempett increafing, Ananus permitted the 
guards at the temple gates to go to reft. 


At this fatal inftant it occurred to the zealots, that, 
if they could bute deftroy the bars of the gates, their 
defign would be accomplifhed. Upon this they 
took certain inftruments belonging to the temple, 
and cut them afunder; and it fell out fortunately 
for them, that, through che raging of che wind, and 
roaring of the thunder, the noife was not heard by 
the befiegers. They then went privately co the city 
gates next to the Idumzans, which they opened as 
they had done the former. The Idumezeans at firlt 
apprehended that Ananus and his party were m2 
ing a fally, fo chat every man made towards aL 
faze fword in hand; but, on finding their milta ia 
they entered the city, and with fuch rage, that 
they had difcharged it upon the people, they mv: 
have put the whole body to the fword. Bur, as tie 
firit concern was to deliver the zealots, their frien¢’s 
out of cultody in the temple, according to aay 
earneit requett, and it was pointed out co then 
how much eafier they would find the enterpriz; 
they began with the guards, whereas, if the inhi): 
tants took the alarm, they would gather in mu 
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fach advantage, chat they could never carry moe 
joint. I'he Idumaans were brought to coincide wit 

them in opinion, and therefore made it their main 
bufinefs to pals direétly through the city to the re- 
lief of their friends, who were pritonersin thetemple, 


and waited their coming with great impatience, 


They had no foonerentered, than the zealotscame 
boldly out of the inner tem ple, and joined with them 
jn an attack upon the guards. Some they killed in 
their fleep; but the multitude, alarmed by the out- 
cry, arofe, and, in great amazement and confufion, 
feized upon their arms, and ftood in their own de- 
fence. Imagining, at frit, chac they were only a 
party of the zealots, they had no doubt of dverpower- 
ing them by numbers, and therefore prefied on bold- 
ly; bue when they found others advancing, and that 
the Idumeans had joined the zealots, che greater 
part dropped their arms with their courage, and la- 
mented the horror of their ficuation. Some tew, 
more brave and refolute thanthe reft, covered them- 
{elves with their armour, und valiantly encountered 
che Idumazans; but the major parc ran up and down 
bewailing, in direful yell, the ruin of thecity. Noz 
a blow was ftruck, when it was generally known 
that the Idumazans were mafters of che place. | The 
fireets rang with hideous outcries and doleful la- 
mentations; the fhrieks of the women were render- 
ed more piercing bythe fhouts of the Idumaeans and 
zealots, and the tempeftuous violence of the winds 
and thunder. Such were the barbarity and fiercenefs 
of the _Idumzans, aggravated by the thought of 
being fhut out of the city, and expoted to the itrefs 
of weather, that they ipared neither age or tex. 
Some of the diftrefled mortals pleaded religion, 
others kindred; butdeath {topped all mouths. Phere 
was neither place for flight, or hope of prelerva- 
tion; but as they were driven one upon another in, 
heaps, fo were they Main. Nay, the very fear of 
death contributed as much to the execution of it as 
the rage of theenemy. In this extremity of diftrac- 
tion fome of them, to avoid one death, leaped head-. 
long down a precipice into another. Rivers of 
blood Nowed round the temple; and, by day-light, 
the place was ftrewed, upon computation, with 
85co dead bodies. 


The rage of the Idumzans was not fatiated by 
this horrid maffacre, but afterwards turned upon 
the city, where they pillaged all the houfes indiffe- 
rently, and flew every one they met. The rabble 
they looked upon as below further notice, and 
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chiefly wreaked their vengeance upon thofe of the 
facerdocal order, which they did by taking off their 
heads without the lea{t diitinion, and then tramp- 
ling on their bodies, deridingly upbraided Ananus 
with his popularity, and Jelus with his elaborate 
harangue upon the wall. They proceeded to that 
degree of impiety, as to forbid the rites of burial; 
though the Jewifh laws, from ‘a reverence to the 
dead, have provided for the taking down even of 
executed criminals from the very crofs, and bury- 
ing them before tun-fet. 


I prefume I fhall not be found guilty of an error, 
if I date the dettruction of this city from the death 
of Ananus, and affirm chat Ananus and Jerujalem 
fell both on the fame day; for, in the lots of this 
man, they Joft the fuppore of their government, 
and all hope of fafety; and Jerutalem was, in fac, 
as much excinét as Ananus.  Befides the digmity of 
his extraction and character, he was highly eileemed 
for his perfonal virtue and juttice; and his humility 
was an ornament toall his good qualities. Fe was 
a zealous aflertor of the caule of liberty, and ever 
preferred the public to private interctt. His {Ludy 
and concern were to promote peace, well convinced 
of the infuperable power of the Romans, and thatthe 
only fecurity of the Jews was to maintain a good 
underftanding with them. ‘(eo fum up the whole, 
if Ananus had furvived, the Romans and Jews 
would have come toan agreement. Lie was a pow- 
erful orator, and endowed with the faculry of per- 
fuading his hearers in an eminent degree. “He had 
already humbled thole incendiaries called zealots; 
and the Jews, under fuch a leader, would have made 
a vigorous oppofition to the power of the Romans. 


He was fo happy as to be aided in his counfels by 
Jefus, a perion of very great abilities, rchough infe- 
rior to Ananus. Bucit feems to have been the Di- 
vine will to doom this city to deftruétion, and purge 
the fanétuary, as it were, by fire, for all the pol- 
lutions and abominations that had been committed 
init. ‘This was done by removing thele two itu 
trious perfons, who were the only means of pre- 
ferving it. Vhefe who, a little before, were venera- 
ble for their facred garments, the protectors of our 
holy religion, and the delight not only of their own 
prople, but of all foreigners who had the honour to 
know them, were now wantonly expoled as a prey 
to dogs and wild beafts, to the aftonifhmenc and 
grief of all good men, who lamented to fee virtue 
deje&ted, and vice triumphant. 
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BOOK V. 


CHAP. I. 


Cruelty of the zealots and Idumeans. Zachariah falfely 
accifed of treafon. Makes an bonotrable defence, and 
is acquitted. Is afterwards murdered in the temple. 
Lhe Ldumecans difcover the iniquitous practices of the 
zealots, difebarge their prifoners, aud leave the city. 
Gorion, aud Niger of Perwa, put to death. Divine 
vengeance overtakes the tyrants. 

FTIR the murders of Ananus and Jefus, 

the people, in general, were treated with the 

roe horrid barbarities by the Idumzans 
and zealots, who carried devattations and 
flaughter every where before them. As to perfons 
of rank, and thole who were in the prime of life, 
they only kept them incuftody, in hopes that, forthe 
{paring of their lives, they might be brought over 
totheir party; but they chofe rather to die than join 
in a confpiracy with traiters again{ft their native 
country. Death, however, might be accounted the 
leaft pare of their milery, as it was brought on by 
the molt exquifite torture: their bodies were torn 
and lacerated with fcourges till they were covered 
wicthulcers; and,{when they could no longer duftain 
the torments, they had recourfe to the Iword for 
finifhing the work. ‘hofe whom they caught in 
the day were crouded into prifons, and flain in the 
night; and then their dead bodies were carried out 
in order to make room for others. Vhele horrid 
maffacres excited fuch terror in the minds of the 
people, that they durit not affect forrow, or perform 
funeral rites for their ncareft relations: nay, they 
were even afraid to fhed atear in their own houfes, 
without the ucmolt caution, left any fhould be privy 
to it; for humanity was become fo dangerous a 
crime, thar it was death even to fhew a tender regard 
for the memories of thofe who were departed. 
they could do, was, now and then, in the night, co 
calt a Hittleearth upon the body; chough fome few 
were fo darings as to venture upon itin the day. 


Baurbarities 
of the Idu- 
meecans and 
zealots, i 


Vhere perifhed, in this manner, 12,c00 perfons of 


the firit rank. 
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with their barefaced cruelties, had the effrontery to 
fet up fiGtitious tribunals, and conttitute judicatures, 
under a pretended form of law and equity. The 
firit who became amenable to this Ose court Was 
Zachariah, the fon of Baruch, a man of the firl ja. 
rank, and a character eminent for piety and virtue. : 
He was looked upon by the zealots as a man fo dan- 
geroufly popular, that, to enfure their own fafety, it 
was neceflary toremove him. Refolving, therefore, 
to take away his lite, they put him upon his trial, 
and to that purpoie convened feventy of the princl- 
pal men amongft them, vinder the name of judges, 
but without even the femblance of juridicial autho- 
rity. This felf-conftituted court being met, the 
zealots exhibited a formal charge again{t Zachariah, 
of a defign to betray Jerufalem to the Romans, and 
treating with Vefpatian about it. There appeared 
not the leait colour of a proof; neverthelefs, they at- 
tempted to eftablifh their affirmation as fuficient 
evidence. Zachariah, perceiving manifeftly chat 
his life was at flake, and thar che whole defign was 
fraudulent, in this {tate of defpair, prepared tor his 


Thefe inhuman montters being almoft furfeited 
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defence with that icrenity and freedom ofmind which 
are the infeparable concomitants of conicious Mr 
tegrity. 






He began with pointed reflections on the feanda- Herd 
lous praétices and frivolous pretences of his 2cct- 
fers, and proceeded to thew the evident calumaies 
and inconfiltencies of their allegations, expoted the 
fuciliry of their objections, and turned ail their at 
uments againtt themfelves, fecting forth che whore 
courle of their iniquities, and the dreadful cone 
quences which had attended them. The nobleace 
{pirited conduét of Zachariah enraged the zealots © 


fuch a degree of malice, chat they had certaint 
n fee 


ndest 


murdered him on the f{pot, if they had not bee 
itrained by a neceffary deference ro their pretenet™ 
court of judicature, and a defign of making the er 
periment whether their new judges would ventl 
their lives on fo dangerous a point. 

When it came to the iffue, the whole court pie: 
nounced the prifonerinnecent: nor was there one a 
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of the feventy judges, but chofe rather to rua the 
hazard of his own lite, than take away that of fo 
ood a man, by a fentence repugnant to conicience 
and equity. ‘This judgment of acquittal highly in- 
cenied the zealots, whocenlured the judges as idiots, 
in not comprehending the defign of their appoint- 
ment. ‘Iwo of the mott fplenetic and daring tell 
oucrageoufly upon Zachariah, and murdered him in 
the middle of the temple, and having infolently ex- 
claimed, ‘* Thou hait alfo our verdict, which will 
prove a more fure acquittal than the other,” caftithe 
* body down a precipice into the valley. ‘The lives of 
the judges were {pared: their punifhment was a fen- 
rence of infamy’, to be beaten out of the temple with 
the backs of their fwords. By this means they were. 
difperied up and down as fo many eye-witnefles of 
the (lavery of the capital city ac that time. 


_ By this time the Jdumzeans repented of their com- 
ing, and were difguited at the horrid proceedings of 
B the zealots. While they were conferring on the 
i iubject, they had fecret intelligence fent them by one 
R of the party, of che tranfactions and principles of the 

people that invited them, to the following effect: 


“ That they took up arms upon the credit of a 
report, that the high-prieits were treating with the 
. * Romans for betraying of the city; however, upon 

°  turther enquiry, they found nothing at all in its 
* bur, onthe contrary, the precended aflertors of our 





i “liberties were actually the fubverters of them, 
be “and they themielves the tyrants that ought to 
‘. : “have been timely fupprefled. But (daid the zea- 


* Jor) fince it hath been your unhappy lot to join 
“© with them thus far in their iniquities, ict will be 
“ time for you_ to break off fo criminal an alliance 
* with the profefi¢d enemies of your Jaws and coun- 
“try. You took it Wl to be kept out of the town: 
“and are you not Jufficiently revenged upon thole 
* that excluded you, in the death or Ananus, and 
“do many thoufands of the citizens in one night? 
an action which many of your people will live 
“torepent. J speak this only to fhew you the bar- 
“ barity of your confidents that had che effrontery 
“to commit thefe fhamelefs cruelties even before 
“the tace of their prefervers, and by doing the ba- 
““jett things that ever were heard of in the fight of 
2 their allies, to transfer the infamy from the zea- 

tots to the Idumacans, who, intruth, fhould either 
“have hindered them, or left them. “Now, fince it 
ficic as clear asthe tun, that the whole tlory of the 
( coalpiracy is nothing but a calumny, and that 
Z there is no fuch thing in protpeét as the dread of 
(2 oman army, belide the impregnable ftrength 
of this city, if i were true to itlelf, fince thus it 
warn what have you more to do than to return 
- whence you came, and, by abandoning thete 
e tmoniters, expiate, in fome degree, the il things 
You did in their company? Wherein you are thus 
_ fay excufeable, that you were rather paffive under 
wa well meaning mittake, than voluntary alors at 
“your own liberty and choice.” 


oa 


r. Thefe perfuafions wrought fo effectually on the 
“ Idumzeans, that they immediately fer all the prifo- 
Be nets at liberty, being about two thoufand, left the 
city, and returned home. ‘Their unexpected depar- 
ture greatly furprized both the inhabitanrs and the 
zealots on feveral accounts. The people, whe knew 


being delivered from fo many of their enemies. ‘he 
zealots, on the other hand, became infolent wpon it, 
n confidence of their own ttrength; and, from re- 
flecting that the check was removed which kepe 
them in fome degree of awe of the Idumzans, they 
were now at liberty to purfue their own meafures, 
without the leaft reftraine or delay, they went on 
without deliberation or countfel, perpetrating what- 
ever could be either iniquitous or cruel. 


But their deadly rancour was levelled at men of 
ronour and valour, whom they perfecuted to the ut- 
ine oe thofe of rank froma principle of 
oe ai oe ¢ of refolution and virtue from a principle 
Bis ce they could never think themfelves fate 

ong as eny of that charaéter was living. This 





the caule, took courage, from the confideration of |i 
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TIE 


‘was their motive for taking off Gorion, 2 man of Gorion and 


birth and virtue, and a gencrous affertor of che caule 
of liberty. Niger of Persea fell under the fame di- 
fattrous fate. Fie was an officer who had difplayed 
his courage again{t che Romans, and gloried in the 
wounds he had received in the fervice of his country 
as they dragged him along the ttreets. When they 
brought him out of the gates, and he defpaired of 
lite, he made chem this requeil, that his body might 
be buried: but it was denied him; and they put 
him to death with this prophetical imprecation in 
his lait breath, “* that the Romans might come to 
avenge his blood: and Divine Jullice overtake 
them with famine, fword, peililence, and morta) di- 
vifions among thenvflel ves, in proportion to the enor- 
mity of their crimes.” 


Nor was it long before the Almighty, in righteous 
judgment, poured down alithote plagues upon them, 
according tothe good man’s imprecation, beginning 
with ther intciline broils. ‘Vhe removal of Niger 
fo far diffiparcd their fears, that there was no part of 
the people buc they found out fome pretcuce to de- 
ttroy. Some they put to death for pretended of- 
fences paft. In other cafes, where matter of Lact 
could not be produced, bare jealouly or poffibiliry 
was fuflicient. If they made court to the faction, 
they were fpics; i they Kept off, ic was conflrued 
into enmity and contempt; bur, whether the pre- 
tended crime was greator mall, the penalty was 
fll che tame, and none cleaped that puoledied either 
dignity or property. 


CHAP. JJ. 


Diftracied flate of the Jews. Kelpafian deliberates a- 
bout befiesing Ferufalen. Aduiny of the fews defert 
Srout the zealots to the Romanus. Tyranny and op- 
preffion prevail in the bigheft degree. Predittions 
verified concerning the deftrudtion of erufalem. 


FECLIE. ambition of the Roman officers prompting 

them to the capture of Jeruialem, they could 
not embrace a fairer opportunity for the advance- 
ment of their defign, than that afforded by the pre- 
fent diftracted itare of the city. ‘Io this end they 
urged Velpatian, as their commander in chief, to 
improve the fame, without allowing the Jews a pro- 
per time to concert meatures of defence. ‘They alfo 
reprefenred to him, that the interpofition of Provi- 
dence evidently appeared upon thefe factions in fa- 
vour of the Romans. “ihe general replied to then 
in tera:s co the following eflcct, obferving, 


“That their bravery was more than their policy; 
“Sand chat they confidered the glory of the action, 1m 
“che oftentation of their courage, (as it were to 
* fghte prize,) more than the prodence and advan- 
*S tage of it. Stor to atiack the city hand over 
“head, would be the ready way to make them all 
* triends again, and to draw their forecs upon us, 
“* which are very confiderable, into a conjunction, 
“as againit a common encmy; whereas, if we do 
* but waie with a Jictle patience, they will do our 
* bufincis to our hands, in {pending their num- 
*€ bers and their {pirits one upon another. God 
* does betier for us than we can do for ourfelves, in 
* delivering up the Jews io the Romans without 
“ dabour or peril, and giving us vittory withouc 
“ fomuchasa battle. Are they nocalready involved 
“ina civil war? (which is the heavieit of all judg- 
“ ments.) Who buta madman then will enter into 
* a needlef. conteft with madmen,and run the rifque 
** of bearing a part in the tragedy, when he may do 
“his bufinels Decter in the quality of a fpeétator? 
“ Thofe people are rafh and furious, and, rather 
“than not be deftroyed, will kill one another. 
** As for thoie that look upon a cheap victory to be 
“ inglorious, they would do well to ferthe advan- 
“tages oF a temperate accommodation, without 
© blood, againit the uncertain chance of war. 
“ ‘This is noc to derogate from the honour of mili- 
“¢ tary virtue; for, provided the fame thing be done, 
“ir maiters noc whether it be by arms or council. 


} * Undoubedly 
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Undoubtedly that muft be the beft way of doing 
« ic, which atthe fame time that it weakens theenemy, 
“ keeps our own men, by daily exercile, in difcipline 
“and in breath. Neither is this a time for us to 
“* propofe to ourfelves the fame_of a glorious e€x- 
* ploit, when the Jews are playing our game for 
¢ us, and mind neither their arms, their works, or 
“¢ their walls, or the making of intereft and friends, 
“¢ but are deftroying one another, and doing the part 
“<< of the worft of enemies one to another, till they 
& have brought themfelves into fuch a condition, 
“ that the beft they can hope or wifh for is to be 
& our faves. As to the prudence and honour of 
<¢ the matter in queflion, if they have a mind to 
“© plague one another, why fhould we hinder them ? 
“¢ Nor is there, in fine, any reputation to be got by 
4 victory that was rather ca{ft upon us by the fac- 
“ tion of the one fide, than gained by the valour of 
“ the other. And this is the truth of the cafe.” 


Thus did Vefpafian deliver his opinion, with 
which, from the fequel, the officers appeared tocoin- 
cide; for deferters came over to him from the zea- 
lots, in greatnumbers, day after day; though the paf- 
fages were fo befet, that it feemed almoft impoflible 
to efcape. They put every man to the fword that 
upon pretence, that he was going 
of to the Romans, unlefs he redeemed himfelf for 
a fum of money, which never failed to procure his 
deliverance. ‘here was no charge of treachery 
where there was no want of money; fo that the rich 
compounded; andthe poor were obliged to fubmit 
not only tooppreffion, but even murder itfelf, The 
maflacre was 1o outrageous, that the dead bocties lay 

iled in heaps upon the highways; and many, who 
had meditated theirefcape, changed their minds, and 
chofe rather to perifh in the city, from the mere hope 
of a little earth to coverthem. But fuch was the in- 
humanity of chote montfters, that they would not al- 
low burial either to thofe flain within or without the 
city; but, like profefled enemies to the inftinct of 
nature as well as the rites of their country, they of- 
fended God and man, and expoted the bodies to rot 
above ground in the face of the fun. Nay, it was 
deemed as unpardonable a crime to attempt the bu- 
rial of a friend, as to go over tothe enemy; and he 
that had but lately buried another, wanted, perhaps, 
the next moment, a friend to do the fame office for 
himfelf. Compaffion, the molt humane of affections, 
feemed to be wholly extinés in the hearts of thele 
mifcreants, and milery was' rather a provocation to 
rage than a motive to pity. 


The fpeétacle, in fine, was fo hideous, that it 
caufed che living to envy the dead; and the want of 
a grave was much more tolerable than the miferies 
of a prifon. Nor did they only trample upon all 
that was facred among{t men, but trifled wich the 
Deity, and paid as little regard ro the prediétions of, 
the prophets, as they did to the fabulous reports of 
necromancers. But, notwithftanding this contempt 
of the laws and precepts of their forefathers ’con- 
cerning the meafures of good and evil, they found 
the predictions verified, in the conclufion, concern- 
ing, themfelves and their country. There was a 
traditional prophecy handed down to them from 
antiquity, that, in future time, there fhould break 
out a violent edition in Jerufalem, and that the Jews 


themfelves, with their own hands, fhould prophane | 


the holy temple; that the city fhould be atterwards 
taken, and all that was facred in it laid in afhes. The 
zealots made no doubt of the authority of this pro- 
phecy, and contributed the utmoft in their power te- 
wards the fulfilment of it. 


CHAP. Ill. 


Yohn ufurps fovereign power. The fadlion divided into 
tavo parties, Zealots and anti-zealots. “Fobu efpoufes 
the latter. Heavy judgments fall on the Jews. ln 
excurfion of the Sicarii from the citadel of Maffada. 
Engaddi taken by ftorm. Fudca becomes the feat of 
avar. The Fews bold feeret corréfpondence with Fef- 
pafian, and sue to bin for relief. Gadara invites aud 





Boosf, 
receives him. The fattious betake themfalves to Flight 
Placidus follows and puts them to the rout. The hi 
gitives make their way to Bethennabvis. Placidus 
rifles the place, and lays it in afbes. The country ees 
rified with a falfe alarin. The ows are forced into 
a&tion, and lofe fifteen thoufand men. 


GuCcH was the ambition of John of Gifchala, that 
nothing would content him Jefs than fovereign 
power; fo that withdrawing infenfibly from the reft 
of his companions, and bringing over to his inte- 

reft a party of the mott abandoned mifcreants, he ae 
afumed to himfelf a kind of defpotic fway. "He fe: 


took upon him to impofe his own orders and opi- eg 






nions imperioufly upon others, and of treating 
theirs with contradiétion and contempt, and this he 
did from a manifeit affeétation of fole and abfolute 
authority. Some joined with him out of fear, and 
feveral trom affection and good-will; for he was a 
great malter of the art of perfuafion, and well knew 
how to work upon the human paffions. Many fol- 
lowed him for their own fecurity, hoping that their 
mifdemeanors would be imputed to him as the ori- 
ginal caufe, if they fhould be called to an account 
forthem. But divers fell off from him ; fome from 
envy, and others from a difdain of fubjection to one 
that had fo lately been theirenemy. But the grand 
objection was the dread of monarchy, and the de- 
{pair of difpoffeffing him of that power if he once 
obtained it. Befides, they were perfuaded he would 
never forgive thofe that oppofed him in his pre- 
tenfions at the beginning. 


The people, upon thefe deliberations, came at laf 
to a refolution, rather to ftand the events of a war, 
than perifh under the infamy of making themfelves 
voluntary flaves. The faétion, upon this, divided 
into two parties 5 John putting himfelf at the head te: 
of the anti-zealots. They ftood both upon their 
guard one againtt the other, and not without fome 
flight fkirmifhes; but rather with the people in ge- 
‘neral, than betwixt themlelves, for the main point, 
which of the two parties fhould get the greatelt 


booty. 


Jerufalem Jabouring at this time under three 
heavy judgments, war, tyranny, and fedition, the 
people, taking the former to be the moft tolerable of *- 
the three, quitted their habitations, fled from their * 
own countrymen for fanétuary to ftrangers, and 
found afterwards thac fafety and protection from the 
Romans they could not obtain one from another. 











The three forementioned judgments were follow- 
ed by a fourth, which contributed as much to the 
deftruétion of the Jews as any of the reft, There 
ftooda caftle not farfrom Jeruialem, called Maftada, 
a place of great_antiquity, ftrength, and import: 
ance. It was ereéted and made ule of by our kings, 
in former times, for a royal treatury, and a magazine 
of all kinds of ftores and neceffaries for war, am 
for an impregnable retreat in times of danger. It 
was now in poffeffion of a band of ruffians, cal ed 
Sicarit, who _over-ran, plundered, and Jaid_ watte 
the country. It happening, at this juncture, that the 
Roman army lay quiet while the Jews were divided 
berween fedition and tyranny, thele affaffins took the 
opportunity of making fill bolder atrempts wien 
they had ventured on before. Jt was now the Ie 
of unleavened bread, a. feftival celebrated by the 
Jews with great folemnity, in commemoration o 
their deliverance from Ligyptian bondage, and traa- 
lation into the Land of Promile. On that nighethe 
ruffians broke into Engaddi by furprize, {curteres 
the people, and made. themlelves matters of fh 
place, before the inhabicants could take 0, rheit 
arms. ‘They drove them out of the towns 200 a 
ing put to death upwards of feven hundred perlons 
moftly women and children, rifled their houies, 2 
feized vpon all the fruits that were in feafon, Wr a 
they carried to Maifada. Indeed, they laid wate a 
the villages ia the neighbourhood of the fortres | 
for their numbers increafed daily by the acceflion 
an abandoned rabble, that came Hocking 9 topo" 


them. “ha 
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The vegion of Judea now became one scene of 
violence; and, as it 1s with the human body, w a 
any of the nobler parts are indilpoted, all the eM 
fympathize, to it Is wich refpect co a tedlicious an 
dilorderly city. When che capital is rent by faction, 
rhe tubordinate parts fufler, of courte, In proportion 
as they are rainced by evil example. Having ple 
dered al) within their reach, thole robbers marche 
of with the booty into deferts, joined in  con- 
{piracies, and gathered cogether in multitudes hetle 
jnterior to armies, tufficient to deftroy cities, and 
lay temples defolate. 


Vv. 


The fufferers, as was very natural, availed them- 
{elves of every Opportunity to revenge themlelves 
upon their oppreflors : but that was rare, for the 
robbers were too dexterous and active, and generally 
sot off with their prey before the purfuers could 
reach them; fo that there was not a spot in Juda 
but what partook of the calamity of the metro- 
polis. 


The fadion had guarded all the avenues with the 
utmott caution, fo thac there was no ftirring without 
imminent danger of lite. But, norwithflanding al) 
this vigilance, deferters ttole away with intelligence 
of the ftate of the city to Velpafian, and to implore 
his relief, in the name of the miferable remainder of 
diftreffed citizens, as great numbers had Jolt their 
lives through their attachment co the Romans, and 
many more were at prefent in danger of perifhing by 
the fame fate. Wefpafian, in generous compatlion 
for the lamentable condition of an unhappy people, 
advanced wich his army nearer the town; not, as 
fome imagined, to Jay clofe fiege co it, buc with a 
view of delivering them trom any fiege at all, by 
reducing all the ttrong holds about it, 10 as to leave 
no obftucle co impede hina in the profecution of his 
defign. 


When he came to Gadara, the richeft and ftrongeft 
city beyond Jordan, and the metropolis of that pro- 
vitice, he entered the place on the fourth day of the 
month Dyflras, upon an invitation of fome of the 
leading men, by their deputies, co take them under 
his protestion. ‘his they did co fave both their 
lives and eftates, being avery wealthy people. ‘Uhe 
oppotite party knew nothing of this embaffy ; bur 
fulpecting it, when they found the Roman general 
drawing near the walls, they became greatly embar. 
ralled. They were affured it was utterly impoffible 
for the town to hold out again{t fo many enemies, 
both within and without; the majority of the citi- 
zens being againtt them, and che Roman army 
athand. “They had nothing to trufk co but fight, 
which was a point that, in honour, could not be re- 
folved upon, without finft taking revenge upon tome 
of the authors of their rain. Upon this confidera- 
tion they apprehended Dolefus, the firft man of the 
city, both tor rank and merit, cauled him to be put 
todeath, and ordered the dead body to be feourged, 
which being done, they went privatcly out of the 
town, 


Upon the nearer approach of che Romans towards 
the city, the inhabitants met Velpafian on the way, 
and conducted him in with congratulatory acela- 
Mauionss and, belides the ceremony of oaths of alle- 
Hiaee, and aflurances of char kind in fimilar cales, 
thes made it their own adt and deed to demolith 
Ther own walls, ats a Farther lecurity OF their good 
Vech and peaceable intentions. Vetpafian, alter this, 
Pave then carrifon tor their dafeg@uards and fence 
twas Vhaidus, with 500 horle and 0c toor, after 
foc dusitives, white he himtelt, with the refl of his 
Hoopes, went back to Civlarea, 





When the fugitives found thentelves purfued, 
and a party of hore behind them, they turned off 
Mto a village, called Bethennabris. belore the Ro- 
Mins could come up tothem. Flere chey engaged a 
umber Of youn men co join them, and with this 
parts peel Oue and made a defperate charge upon 

oe Who gave way atthe onters but it was only 
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to draw his adverfaries a lictle farther from the town. 
The tcheme fucceeded; for Placidus got chem into a 
place of advantage, and there attacked and put them 
to the rout. Vhotechac fed for their fafety were in- 
tercepted by the Romans, and thoie that fought were 
cut off by their foot. Indine, they were totally de- 
feared. When they attacked the Romans, it was to 
no effet; tor they flood fo frm and clote, chat there 
was no breaking the body; and they lay upon fuch a 
guard under their arms, that no lance or dart could 
touch chem. Whereas the Jews, onthe other hand, 
lay expofed co all forts of weapons, and to all man- 
nerof affaults, cll, inthe end, ina tof delpair and 
brutal rage, they call chemfelves, with the utmott 
fury upon the points of their enemies fwords, and 
fo perifhed. Some were dilperted by the horte, and 
trampled under foot. Placidus made it his parti- 
cular care, as far as poflible, that none of the fugt- 
tives thould gct back into rhe town. If any of them 
attempted it, he intercepted them with his horte, and 
forced them off again. ‘Chote within reach were 
flain wich lances. Some, however, fecterand tlronger 
than che refl,-made their way cto the very wall; fo 
that the watch were puzzled whom co admit, and 
whom to exclude, deeming ic hard to open the gates 
to the townlmen, and relule entrance to thote of 
Gadara. On the other hand, they were fearful, left, 
by opening to all indifferently, chey might endanger 
the lofs of the place, as had like to have been the 
cule foonatter; forthe Romans, having purtued fome 
of the fugitives up ro the wall, had very near fallen 
into thetown; bur, with much difficulcy, they fhuc 
the wares, and thereby prevented them. 


Placidus, upon this, vigoroufly affaulted the places 
infomuch that he made himlelf matter both of the 
wall and the village in afew hours. ‘Uhe wretched 
common people, who had no means of defence, were 
all put to the fword; but rhe reft endeavoured to 
fave themielves by flight, carrying terror along with 
them wherever they went. To finifh the calamiry, 
they firtt pillaged the houles, and then laid the vil- 
lage in afhes.” ‘Phe mifery of the inhabitants was 
great in fact, but much greater in report; for it was 
given out that the whole Roman army was coming 
toward them. ‘his alarm jo cerrified the people, 
that they quitted their habitations, and retired in 
great numbers to Jericho, being a garrifon well tor- 
tified, and, of courte, the fatell retreat to which they 
could betake themlelves. Placidus, in the career of 
his juccefles, purlued them to the river Jordan, 
putting to the fword all that were ciken on the 
way. 


When the fugitives came to the river fide, a great 
fall of rain had cauted fuch an overflow of the wa- 
ters, that there was no palling, nor, as the cafe flood, 
any poflibility of petuings away. Tn this dilemma 
they found chemielves under an abfolute neceflity of 
coming to anadtion. ‘Phe Jews pofled thenlel ves 
along the bank of a river, which they made good for 
fome time; butwhen once they were broken, betwixt 
thole who were drowned, and thofe who were flain, 
the lots could hardly be computed. — ft was cflima- 
red at fifteen choufand killed on the fpot, and about 
cwo thousand two hundred taken, befides a mighty 
boory of fheep, caniels, and oxen. “Phis was one of 
the oreatefh difaflers chat ever befel the Jews. The 
highways, where theymarched, wereall covered with 
dead bodies, the river Jordan fo choaked with care 
eales, that there was no crofing its and vafl numbers 
floated down feveral channels that led to the Inke 
Alphaltiiis. 








Placidus being, now in the train of his good sor. 
tune, reduced Abila, Julias, Belemoth, and other 
places as far as the lake, where he Jetded garrifons 
of the choicelh men he could feleé fron anon (t 
thole that came over tothe Romans. Els nexe care 
was to cnibark his foldiers, and cleante the lake of 
all the fugitives that fled thirher for refuge, info- 
much, that, by this time, the Romans were matlers 
of all Persea, as tar as Machirus, 
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CHAP. IV. 


Gaul revolts. Vefpafian fortifies all the places be bad 
takenin Fudea. Defeription of the country about 
Sericho. Of the lakes of Afphaltitis and Tiberias. 
Lilifoa’s fountain. 


TURING thefe tranfactions in Juda, advice 
was received that Gaul had revolted trom Nero, 
and feveral principal men of the 
abetted the male-contents. Velpafian, on 
this intelligence, profecuted the prefent war with 
more vigour, as it was probable that one revolt 
might be produétive of another, and the whole em- 
pire atlength be indanger froma civil war; whereas, 
if che troubles in the ealt were firft compofed, Italy 
would have the Jefs to fear. Butit being the winter 
feafon, all that could be done to tt at preient, was to 
place garrifons in all the towns and cities he had fub- 
dued, and order fuch reparations as might be found 


needful. 


country, 


In the beginning of the fpring he marched, with 
the greareft part of his army, from Caelarea to Anti- 
patris, where he ftayed two days to put things in 
order, and on the third day proceeded, laying all the 
neighbourhood waite with fire and fword, trom the 
borders of the toparchy of Thamna, and thence to 
Lydda and Jamnia. 


When he had peopled thein with inhabitants from 
other towns, fuch as he thought he might belt con- 
fide in, he advanced to Emmaus, and poffeffing him- 
felf there of the paffage that leads to the capital 
city, pitched his camp, and ran a wall about it. 
Having lefe the fifth Jegion there, he moved with 
the reff of his troops into the toparchy of Bethlep- 
ton, which he burnt and dettroyed, together with 
the neighbouring country, and the borders of Idu- 
maa, faving only fome itrong caltles, which he 
manned and fortified. 1aving taken two towns 1n 
the very midft of Idumzeza, called Bethabri and Ca- 
phartoba, he flew upwards of ten thoufand of the 
people, referving near a thousand for flaves, drove 
out the relt, and left a confiderable part of his 
troops to fally out and commit outrages upon the 
mountainous part of the country. 


Te returned, after this, with the remainder of his 
army, to Emmaus, and paffing from thence to Sa- 
maria and Neapolis, (called, by the natives, Mabar- 
tha,) arrived, the fecond day of the month Defius, 
at Corea, where he encamped, and fhewed himfelf 
next day before Jericho. At this place he was joined 
by Trajan, one of his principal officers, with the 
troops under his command, after the entire redudétion 
ot all the country beyond Jordan, But moft of the 
inhabitants were withdrawn to the mountains over 
againft Jerufalem before the arrival of the Romans. 
A great part, however, of thofe chat ftayed behind, 
were put to the {word. 5 


Vefpafian found Jericho a defolate city. It is ficu- 
ate ina plain, that is overlooked by a naked and bar- 
ren mountain, and of fuch extent, that it reaches 
upon the north fide to the region of Scythopolis, on 
the fouth as far as Sodom, and the borders of the 
lake Afphaltitis, a country uninhabited by reafen of 
its barrennefs. Oppofite to this, and on the far- 
ther fide of the river Jordan, lies another mountain, 
which rifes at Julias towards the north, and {tretches 
fouthward up to Gomorrha, and fo borders upon 
Petra, a city of Arabia. There is allo another 
mountain, which they call the Iron Mountain, and 
runs out as far as the land of Moab. Betwixt thefe 
mountains lies a place called The Great Plain. Ic 
begins at Genabara, and itretches out to the lake 
Atphaltitis. The length of itis two hundred and 
thirty furlongs, its breadth an hundred and twenty, 
and the river Jordan crofles the middle of it. 


There are two remarkable lakes, the one called 
Afphaltitis, the other Tiberias, but of very diffe- 
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rent, if not contrary, qualities; the f i 

falt and crude, without iihh ; the other fee “ping 
and fruitful. The fummer heats there are excel 
five, the country being burnt up with them, and 
the air hot and fickly, without any refrefhment, but 
from the river Jordan, as appears trom the palm 
trees, which thrive much better upon the bank, 
than at a diftance. oo 


Near Jericho there is a large and plentiful foun. 
tain, which overflows all the grounds thereabouts 
and rakes its rife not far from an ancient city, the 
firft place that Jofhua, the fon of Nun, and fa. 
mous general of the Hebrews, gained from the Ca- 
naanites by thefword. There goes a tradition that 
this fountain in time paft was jo dangerous, that it 
not only corrupted the fruits of the earth, as well 
grain as plants, but likewife caufed abortions in 
women, and tainted with a blafting infeCtion what: 
ever it touched that was capable of {uch an impref- 
fion. It is further reported, that, from the days of 
the prophet Elifha, the illuttrious fuccetior of Eli- 
jah, the waters of this fountain became not only in- 
nocent, but wholefome and nourifhing, and upon 
this occafion : Elifha having been treated with great 
bopirslity and refpeét by the people of Jericho, he ¢ 
thought himfelf of fuch an acknowledgment, as : 
they themfelves, their country, and potfterity, might Ms 
be the better for to time immemorial. The prophet, 
upon this, went out to the fountain, and caufing an 
earthen veffel, ‘full of falt, to be let down into the 
bottom of it, advanced his right hand towards 
heaven, and prefenting his oblations at the fide of 
it, belought the Almighty, in his goodnefs, to cor- 
rect the waters, and to fwecten the veins that pafied 
trom them ; to foften the air, and render it tempe- 
rate and fructifying ,; to beftow children, as well as 
fruit, upon the inhabitants in abundance ; and never 
to withdraw thefe bleffings fo long as they conti- 
nued in their duty. Upon the offering up of this 
prayer, with all due form and ceremony, the qua- 
licy of the fountain was changed, and, inftead of 
fterility and famine, the waters now became an 
efficacious means of plenty and increafe; infomuch 
that the bare touching of the ground with them 
gives every thing a more favory relifh. Befides, 
there is not another water in the country that runs 
through fuch a track of land. 





The country is feven furlongs in length, and , 
twenty in breadth; abounding with curious gar- 
dens and thick groves, with palm trees along the « 
banks, of different kinds, names, and taftes. ‘They 
prefs out of fome of them great quantities of a 
fort of honey, not much inferior to other honey, 
which they have there alfo in plenty. There is great 
ttore of balfam, cypreis, and myrobalanus : and it 
is undoubtedly a remarkable bleffing from heaven 
for a country to produce not only the choicett of all 
the fruits of the earth, but the largelt and belt of 
the feveral forts. Nor are they lefs happy than other 
countries in the produétion of other fruits, and in 
the improving of them, as well in growth as in vit- 
tue. Vhis, I prefume, may be afcribed to Jome pe- 
culiar property of the water, and toa certain kindly 
wart in the air: the latter ro draw outand diftule 
the virtue of the fubjeét matter it has to work upon 
as in the difclofing of leaves, flowers, and the hike. 
The other ferves to bind and confine the roois, 2nd 
to fortify them, by increafing the fap, againtt ihe 
parching heats, which are fo exceffive, that nothing 
would !prout or bud without it. In the extremity 
of thei¢ heats, they have likewife every mornlss 
fuch retrefhing breezes, chat the very breath of them 
renders the water, that is drawn before fun-rile, cc9 
and comfortable. In the winter it is warm and 2 
lutary to bathe in. Such is the temperature of this 
climate, chat even when the reft of Judwa 15 CO 
vered with {now, the natives of this place are 
cloathed in linen. It lies an hundred and filty iu 
longs from Jerulzlem, and fixcy from the river Jo™ 
dan; and the whole country, betwixt it and Jeru- 
falem, is rock and delart. Thus much for the 
happy firuation and natural advantages of Jericho. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Fxiraordinary qualities of the lake of Afphaltitis. So- 
dom produces a fair fruit to the eye, that falls to afbes 


upon the touch. 


HIE nature of the lake of Afphaltitis is alfo 

worthy of defcription, It is bitter and un- 
fruitful, and fo light, that it bears up the heaviett 
things that are thrown into it. Vefpafian, having 
heard of the ftrange qualities of this water, took a 
out of curtofity to fee ir, and ordered feveral 
pertons, that could not fwim, to be thrown into it, 
with their hands tied behind them. They all rofé as 
if by means of a puff of wind, and floated on the 
furtace of the water. This lake changes colour 
thrice aday, according to the various refractions of 
the light of the fun-beams upon it. There are alfo 
to be leen, in feveral parts of it, large lumps of a 
dark bituminous matter, not much unlike the bo- 
dies of bulls without heads. The natives draw 
them up in cheir boats; but the fubftance of chem 
is fo vilcous, and one part to glucd to another, chat 
there is no getting the veffel off again, but by dif- 
folving the Tamps., and feparating that part without 
the boat, from the other within, which is effected 
by moft extraordinary means. This biruminous 
matter is not only uled for caulking of fhips, but 
as a medicine for the cure of many diforders. The 
length of the lake is five hundred and_cighty fur- 
jongs, the breadth an hundred and fifty, and it 
reaches to Zoardin in Arabia. 


The lake of Afphaltitis borders upon the land of 
Sodom, once famous for the wealth of its inhabi- 
tanta, and the fruitfulneis of its foil; but it is 
ince become totally detolare, having been dettroyed 
bya judgment or fire from heaven, ror the abomina- 
tions of the people. “Phere are yet to be feen fome 
remains of five cities that perifhed in that confMagra- 
tion, and there are mock fruits to be fecn to this day, 
Ipringing out or the afhes, fair and Jovely to the 
eve, but diffolving into imoke and afhes upon the 
touch; to chat we have not only tradition, but occu- 
lur teltimony of this hittory. 


CHAP. VI. 

Vefpafian inves Ferufalem. Gerara taken by frorm. 
Mojpafian receives intelligence of the death of Nero, 
and, in confequence thereof, fufpends his defign upoi 


Ferufalen. 


VESPASIAN, being determined to inveft Jeru- 
Jalem on every fide, raifed two forts at Jeri- 
cho and Adida, putting into each of them garrifons 
both of Roman and auxiliary troops. He then fent 
Lucius and Annius, with abody of horfe and foot, to 
Gerara, which he took by ftorm upon the firtt at- 
tack. He caufed a thouland young men to be fain, 
Whom he intercepted in their Aight, carried away 
Whole families prifoners, and gave the foldiers the 
pillage, which done, he fet fre to the place, and fo 
Went forwards. Vhe men of power fled, the weaker 
rare were dettroyed, and whatever they took they 
burnt. Nothing, in fhort, efeaped them, neither 
‘sor vallies, places or people; burall fuf- 
ihe vuirages of the war. “Thole who were 
in’ Ierufalem could not ftir, the zealots 
i.rigt awatch upon thoie that were friends 
s3 and the town being fo befet by the 
taat the zealots durft not venture forth, 
3-t tear of falling into their hands. 












When Vefpafian was returned to Cefarea, and 
aFING Lo advance with his whole army againik 
crulatens, he received intelligence of the death of 
ee QO, no Had note reigned thirtcen years and eight 
aa ae ee it needlets for me to relate minutely 
a ane antially the particulars of his hiftory, 

becting the difhonour he refeéted on his charac. 
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ter, in fuffering himfelf to be impofed on by Nim- 
phidius and Tigillinus, two infamous mifcreants, 
that attended on his perfon; his being betrayed by 
them, abandoned by his fenators and guards, and 
being forced to fly into the fuburbs only with four 
of hts freemen ; the death he inflicted upon himfelf; 
the iffue of che war with the Gauls; the fucceffion 
of Galba to the empire, who, upon his coming out 
of Spain to Rome, was calumniatcd by the foldiers 
as a pulillanimous being, and afterwards Main in the 
middle of the great market-place; the fucceflion of 
Otho, who marched with his army againft Virelliuss 
the troubles of Vitellius; the combat before the ca- 
pitol ; the defeat of the German troops, by Anto- 
nius Primus and Mucianus, who, having lain Vitel- 
lius, put anend co the civil war: thefe particulars [ 
omit, as they have been accurately deferibed by fe- 
veral eminent hittorians, both Greck and Latin, and 
contenting mylelf with chis fketch, return to my own 
narrative. 


Vefpafian, upon this intelligence, put a ftop, at 
firft, to his expedition againit Jerufalem, till he 
could Jearn how the government was ditpoted of 
after the death ot cro, and finding Galba ap- 
pointed to the fucceffion, he deemed it imprudent to 
proceed without orders. flcereupon he dene his fon 
‘Titus to Galba, to congratulite his acceflion to the 
empire, and to receive initruétions and commands 
as to his fucure conduct. wing Agrippa accom- 
panied ‘Vitus on the commiftion: bur, as they were 
upon their palage near Achaia, they were informed 
of the death of Galba, who was {lain after a govern- 
ment of feven months and feven days 3 as allo of the 
fucceNion of Otho, who reigned three months. 
‘Vhis revolution did not hinder Agrippa from pro- 
ceeding to Rome; buc Titus, through an extraor- 
dinary impulle, failed from Achaia into Syria, and 
from thence very feafonably got back to_his father 
at Ceelarca. They were now both in julpenic con- 
cerning the public affairs, the Roman empire being 
in fo Mudtuating a condition. They fufpended their 
expedition againit the Jews; nor was it a cime to 
think of extending the cmpire, when intefline broils 
prevailed amongit thote of their own country. 


CIIAP. VIL 


Another war in Yerufalem. Simon commits ravages and 
depredations. litempts the conqueft of Idumea, En- 
counters the zealots. Eleazar, one of his party, fum- 
mous Llerodion, and the garrifon receives him. He is 
deteéied asthe agent of Simon, and puts an end to bis 
life. Perfidy of Yames of Tdumea. Mdunecais taken 
without a flroke, aud afterwards laid wafle. The 
scalots ferze upon Simon's wife, but, upon bis dreadful 
menaces, they difinifs her. 


N this revolution there broke out another war 

in Jerufalem. “There was one Simon, the fon 
of Gioras, by birth of Gerara, in the prime of 
life, and though not fo dextrous and artful as John 
of Gilchala, who had already seized upon the’city 
fuperior in bodily itrength and refolution of mind. 
As he was found to be a perfon dangerous to the 
community, Ananus, the high priett, drove him our 
of his government in the toparchy of Acrabatena 
and made him fy to the free booters in Mafiada for 
refuge. Ac frit they fufpeéted him, and only per- 
mitted him to come, with the women hebrought with 
him, into the lower part of the fortrefs, while they 
dweit in the upper part of it themfelves. Finding. 
at length, his difpofition and manner correfpond 
with theirs, they repofed confidence in him, and ap- 
pointed him head of a party upon an adventure, in 
pillaging and depopulating the country about Maf. 
fada. He endeavoured to in{pire them with an ar- 
dour to attempt greater things, and ieemed to affea 
fovereignty; but all his efforts proved abortive 
till the death of Ananus. “ a 


Immediately upon the removal of this obftacle 
he took his couric into the mountainous parts of the 


country, and iffued out proclamations of liberty to 
alf 
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All faves, and rewards to all freemen who would en- 
litt under his banner. This brought over to hima 
number of licentious rabble from all quarters; and 
as his power thereby augmented daily, he firft ran- 
facked the villages that were fituated upon the hills, 
and then proceeded to the plains, rendering himfelf 
formidable toall the places through which he paffed. 
His party, in procels of time, was not compofed 
week of flaves and robbers; for many men of 
power came over to his intereft, and the populace 
feemed to treat him with the refpect and reverence 
due from a fubjeé&t to a prince. He then made fe- 
veral incurfions into the toparchy of Acrabatena, 
and the Greater Idumzea, where he made choice of 
Nain, a town he had himtelf walled in and fortified, 
for his retreat. In the valley called Pharan, he found 
many caverns ready for his purpofe, and others he 
enlarged, for granaries, ftores, magazines, and, ina 
word, repofitories for the-fruits of his rapine. From 
thefe preparations it was generally taken for eran 
he 


ed that his main defign was upon Jerufalem. 
zealots being of the lame opinion, and finding it 
dangerous to fuffer him to augment his ftrength 
daily, determined, by one vigorous effort, to ttop the 
career of his ambition, before it wastoo late. Pur- 
fuant to this refolution, they advanced in a full body 
to charge him at the head of his troops. Simon met 
and encountered them with great valour, made a 
confiderable Maughter amongit them, and put the 
reft to the rout. 


or 


But not thinking his forces yet adequate to an at- 
tempt upon Jerufalem, he chofe rather to begin with 
the conqueft of Idumza, and therefore marched, at 
the head of twenty thoufand armed men, towards 
the borders of that country. Upon their appear- 
ance, the leading men, with great expedition, raifed 
a body of twenty-five thouland choice troops, leav- 
ing a competent number to fecure the country from 
the ravages of the freebooters in Maffada. T hey 
then waited for Simon upon the borders, where, 
upon his advance, the two armies engaged, and the 
action continued from morning till night, upon 
terms fo equal that the fuperiority could not be de- 
cided. Itappeared, however, that both parties had 
fuftained great lofs ; for Simon retired to Nain, and 
the Idumzans returned home. 


Nor long after this, Simon took the field again, 
with a very confiderable reinforcement, and en- 
camping near the village of Thecue, fent Eleazar, 
one of his aflociates, with a fummons to the gover- 
nor of Fierodion, requiring him to deliver the caftle 
into his hands. ‘The officers received him, at firft, 
with all tokens of military honour; bur, upon com- 
ing to underftand his commiffion, they all drew 
upon him inan inftant; and Eleazar, finding itim- 
poffible to make his efcape, leaped down the preci- 
pice from a wall, and was dafhed to pieces. 


The Idumzans were poffeffed with fuch appre- 
henfions of the power and ambition of Simon, that 
they were not difpofed to contend with him again, 
till they were perfectly well informed of the itate 
and ftrength of his army. James, one of their com- 
manders, very readily (but with a treacherous de- 
fign) took upon him the office of a fpy. Upon this 
commiffion he went away from Olivius, where the 
Tduman army lay encamped, and thence proceeded 
to Simon. After fome difcourfe upon the bufinets, 
he entered into a folemn contract with him, todeliver 
up his country to him, upon condition of being 
treated, after the performance of it, as his firft mi- 
nifter and favourite; and undertaking, in the next 
place, to afift him in fubjecting all Idumaza. When 
Simon had gratified this treacherous inftrument with 
atplendid entertainment, fair words, and large pro- 
mites, he returned to his own people, and magnified 
every particular, as to ftrength, conduét, number, 
and order, which made fuch an impreffion not only 
upon the ignorant multitude, but the very officers 
themfelves, that they came to a refolution not to 
dilpure the point any longer by arms, but rather fur- 
render themiclyes to Simon, for fear of worle con- 
fequences. 


THE 


‘out Idumzea; not only ravaging the cities and vil- !s= 
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James, at that inftant, difpatched meffengers to $; 
mon to come off immediately, and by no means n 
leé&t fo fair an opportunity, affuring him that Id i 
mzea would be_ his own without fhedding a don 
of blood. His affurance proved valid; for, upon cle 
approach of the army, James was the firft man tha 
took horfe, and fled, together with thofe whom . 
had corrupted; and this ftruck the whole multi. 
tude with fuch a terror, that they difperfed fevera] = 
ways; and the whole army was diffolved without ne 
coming to any action. estas 


‘ 


Simon being now almoft miraculoufl t 
Idumza without bloodfhed, Ripe 3 
Hebron with corn in it, and other booty of immenfe © 
value. This city is of great antiquity; not only as“! : 
it refpeéts that province, but, if we may credit thena- 
tives, of more ancient date than Memphis in Egypt. 
being computed to be of 23c0 years ftanding, They 
have a tradition that Abraham, the original father 
of the Jews, took up his habitation there upon his 
leaving Mefopotamia, and that his pofteriry removed 
from thence into Egypt, where there are monv- 
ments of the moft excellent_marble, with infcrip- 
tions confirming the fame. There is alfo to be feen 
at the diftance of fix furlongs from the place, a very 
large turpentine-tree, that, according to report, has 
remained there from the creation of the world, 





From this place Simon made his inroads through. | 
lages, but eying wafte the whole country; for, be- ite 
fides thofe that were compleatly armed, he hada 
train of 40,000 followers. The progrefs of this 
multitudinous throng was as deftructive to the peo- 

le as locuits are to the vegetable creation. They 
eft every place defolate behind them, nor was there 
to be feen the trace of any thing that contributed to 
human aliment, It was utterly impoffible to find 
provifions for fuch an hoft, which, added to the na- 
tural ferocity of Simon, and the inveteracy of his 
rage againft the Jdumzeans, aggravated that pinch- 
ing want. In fine, from their burning, demolith- 
ing, and devouring the fruits of the eartl:, or tramp- 
ling them to duft, Simon’s troops did not leave fo 
much even in a fruitful, well cultivated country, as 
the jen figzn or memorial of what it had been tor- 
merly. 





Thefe rapacious proceedings of Simon could not 
fail to incenfe the zealots, though they durft not 
bring it to an open war, but contented themfelves 
with what they occafionally got by furprize. At 
Jength a valuable acquifition tell into their hands, 
for they took Simon’s wife prifoner, with feveral of ,..... 
her attendants, and carried her away to Jerufalem gs 
with as much joy and triumph as if it had been the 
hufband himfelf, making no doubt but he would lay 
down his arms, and enter into a compofition. But 
this violence upon the woman wrought, ‘t feems, 4 
contrary ¢ffeét upon the hufband, and, inftead of 
moving him to tendernefs and compaffion, enraged , 
him into the moft furious extravagance. 







‘These 


gates of Jerula- 
all that fell yx 
chat o 


He haftened immediately to the 
Jem, and there vented his {pleen upon 
in his way, caufing men, women, and children, 
came out of the city upon any neceffary occalion, t0 
be apprehended and_fcourged to death, young ane 
old, without diftintion. He cut off the hands ot 
many, and fent them into the'city to aftonifh his 
enemies, and in order to make the people fal] into 4 
fedition, and defert thofe who had been the authors 
of his wife’s feizure. He alfo enjoined them to. de- 
clare, *¢ that Simon {wore, by the Great God of the 
Univerfe, that, unlefs they immediately reftored him 
his wife, he would force their walls, and in fligt the 
like punifhment uponevery creature, whether young 
or old, guilty or innocent.” Thefe menaces io Cer 
rified not only the multitude, but the zealots them- 
felves, that they fent back his wife, and chereby 10 7 
far appeafed him, that he fufpended the continuance © | 
of his dreadful maffacres. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The Reman empire rent by faction and inteffine broils. 
Tranfacions and fate of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. 
Vejpafian meditates the abfelute conqueft of ‘Jude. 
Cereals takes Cepharis, aid lays Hebron in afpes. 


GEDITION and civil war prevailed now not only 
throughout Juda, but in Italy allo. Galba 
was (ain in the midft of the marker-place at Rome, 
and Otho was declared his fuccefior. Then ftarted 
up Virellius, wha, being elected emperor by the 
German legions, difputed his title with him. They 
had two battles near Betriacum, in Gaul. Otho gain- 
cd the advantage on the firft day, and Vicellius 
the next, under the command of his two generals, 
Valens and Cecinna. After much ayghter, Otho, 
when he heard of his defeat at Brixellum, flew him- 
felf, after a nominal reign of three months and two 
days. Upon this event, Orho’s foldiers went over 
to the party of Virellius, who prelencly marched 
away with his army to Rome. 


Vefpafian, in the mean time, removed from Czfa- 
rea, on the fitth day of the month Defius, with a 
defign of making an abfolute conquett of Judaza, 
by reducing chole places that yet food our. He 
went Brit up the mountainous country, and_ made 
himfelf matter of the toparchies of Gophnis and 
Acrabatena, poflefling himiclf afterwards of the 
cites of Bethel and Ephraim, and, when he had 
fettled garrifons in them, proceeded towards Jeru- 
falem, in his way te which he took captive and New 
great numbers of Jews. 


Cerealis, one of his commanders in chief, in the 
mean time, with a body of horfe and foot, over-ran 


the Upper Idumiea; took and burnt the caitle of 


Caphetra by the way; and Jaid Hege to Capharis, a 
ilrong walled town, and fuppoied capable of miatc- 
ing a good defence; but the inhabitants opened 
their gates, and furrendered thenilelves to the_al- 
jailants. faving thus carried every thing before 
him. he went to Fiebron, the ancient town upon 
the mountains before mentioned, not far frum Je- 
rufalem, which he attacked and carried on the firft 
alfiule. Pte put the people to the fword, and facked 
and burnt the city. Vhere were yet three cailles 
in the potlcAion of the free-booters, Licrodion Mal~ 
Jada, and Mecharus; though nothing might be 
Jaid to be wanting to puta final period ro this de- 
Struétive war, but the conquelt of Jeruialem. 


CHAP. IX. 

avenges the feixure of his wife upon the Liu- 
fafenous principles and practices of the zea- 
The lduscans revolt, roue coe sealols, purfue 
the palace, aud thence te the temple. A ve- 
a foriied to aduiit Simon inca the city, wick be 
chiens ainidj? the acelamations of the people. lu af- 


feat wpow the temple. 
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: AS foon as Simon had recovered! his wife from the 


zealots, he turned his rage upon the remaincer 
: vans, and driving them before hin 
rom all quarters. divers of them, in a fit of de- 
Spair, Bed to Jerutiem for fanctuary.  1de purfucd 
ee to the very foot of che wall, putting co death 
bie one within his reach 5 fo thas Simon, with- 
the Ito » Was a Greater terror to the people than 
oe themielves; and the zealots within were 
peee ihiurious to them than borh. “Vhev fecm to 
ane imbiber thefe principles trom the Gatileans, 
Pillage ee them in the arts of wickedneis, by 
i: ees, encouragement, and example. John 
W (iichala, having been advanced by them, made 
obeincs ie ees the authority he had 
dene permitting them to live in the moft i- 


x pee without the Jeart degree of con- 
+ 35s 
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troul. In matters of rapine and pillage, their ava- 
rice was infatiable. They {ported with the lives of 
men and the honour of women; and when they had 
fated themfelves with blood and oppreffion, they 
‘wallowed in the very fink of brutality, gloricd in 
the commiffion of horrid and unnatural crimes, and 
polluted the whole city with impuritics that decency 
forbids us to mention, Ac the fame time that they 
proceeded in thete infamous practices, they contri- 
nued their bloody maflacres, and had their weapons 
coniftantly ready to flay all chat oppoied them. He 
that efcaped John tell into the hands of Simon, the 
molt inhuman moniter of the two; and tholewho gor 
clear of the ryrant within the wall, were deftroyed 
by the other before the towns; fo thatall che paflages 
were blocked up, and there was no poflibulity of de- 
lerting to the Romans. 


At length the Idumzans, through envy of John’s 
power, and deteitatien of his horrid barbarities, re- 
volted from the tyrant, and made head againtt hin. 
An engagement enfued, and many of the zealots 
were flain upon the tpot: thereft fed into the royal 
palace, which was originally erected by Grapte, a 
relation of Izates, king of the Adiabenians. “Vhe 
Idumeeans prefitd in with them, and forcing the 
zenlots into the cemple, made themfelves matters of 
the whole of John’s treafure, which was there de- 
pofited under the roof of his own habitation. Upon 
this, the zealots, that were dilperfed throughout the 
town, gathered together, in order to join thole of 
their clan thar were got into the temple; and John 
immediately prepared fora tally upon the Idumzans 
and the citizens. ‘The lateer were under no appre- 
henfion from the numbers of the oppolite party, 
but fearful left they fhould privately fally out of 
the temple, and fet fire to the city. Upon this oc- 
cafion they called a council, and deliberated with the 
high-priefl what meatures they fhould purtue. Bur, 
as if Providence defigned to Infatuate their policy, 
they propoted a remedy worle than the dileate, and 
relolved, amongit themlelves, to cafk off John, and 
admit Simon, a tecond tyrant, into the city. The re- 
folution accordingly pafled; and Matthias, the high- 
priefl, was fent to invite Simon mto the town for the 
governor. ‘hole alfo, who had beea driven out of 
Jerufalem by the zealots, joined in this requelt, from 
a delire of preferving their houfes and cileéts.  Si- 
mon arrogantly told them that cheir petition was 
granted , and entered the city amidft the acclama- 
tions of the populace, as their protector and de. 
Jiverer. ic had no fooner made his entrance with 
his troops, than he ateended co the fecurity of his 
authority, as he looked upon thofe that invited him 
to be no Jets his encmics than thofe againft whom 
che invication was intended, 





Simon got pofiteMon of Jerufaleny in the third 
month, called Nanthicus; upon which John, with 
his party, being hindered from coming out of the 
temple, and having loft their power in the city, were 
in delfpair of deliverance. Simon, with the afiltance 
of che people, made an affault upon the temple; but 
the afailants were fo galled with ftones, darts, and 
arrows, from the galleries and battlements over head, 
that they were repulled with great lols, feveral fain, 
others carried off wounded; fo that, upen the whole, 
they were fatally dilappointed; the zealots having 
the advantage of Htuation, where the weapons of 
their opponents could not reach them. They had, 
befides, four Jerge towers, of their own ercéting, to 
annoy the enemy from above: one to the ealtward, 
another to the north, a third upon a gallery at the 
corner over azainit the lower town, anda fourth 
upon the tep of what they call the © Paftophoria ;”” 
a place where one of the pricits ftood to make pro- 
clamation, by found of trumper, when the fabbath 
began, and when ic ended, that the people might 
know when to jeave off work, and when to return 
toitragain. “Phe archers and flingers were pofted 
upon thefe towers, with all their engines and mili- 
tary implements. Simon, however, perfevered in 
his oppofition, depending on his fuperiority in poine 
of numbers, though he fuftained very great lols 
from the weapons of the adverfe party. 
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CHAP. X. 


Vitellius makes the whole city of Rome his camp. Vef- 
pofian is alarmed at his promotion to the empire. The 
Soldiers are difeufted from the fame caufe. The officers 
inveigh againft Vitellins and his party, to the boneur 
of Vefpafian and Titus. Salute Vefpafian eas em- 
peror. He accepts the empire with reluGance. 


[® the midft of thefe inteftine broils in Jerufalem, 
Rome was rent by civil diffentions. Vitellius 
came out of Germany with a prodigious multitude 
of foreign troops; and, as the departments allotted 
for the foldiers could not contain them, was under 
a neceffiry of quartering many of them in private 
houfes. The iparkling of the ore they had taken 
from their enemies, was fuch an attraction to thofe 
who had not been accuftomed to it, as to excite a 
defire of pilfering or taking it by force. Such was 
the ftate of italy at that time. 


” Upon Vefpafian’s return to Ceefarea, after laying 
\ p 


walte all about Jerufalem, he received intelligence ° 


of ttrange tumults that prevailed in Rome, and that 
Vitellitis had been declared emperor. Though Vei- 
pafian was a man of order and dilcipline, and as 
ready to obey as he was able to govern, he could 
not but be difgufted at the idea of fubje€tion toa 
man who had Jeized upon the empire, without one 
requifite qualification. This ftrange turn of affairs 
affected him fo much, that he could not attend any 
toreign wars at a time when his country laboured 
under fuch calamities at home. Bur, as his indig- 
nation {purred him to revenge on the one hand, fo 
the difficulties of fo long a journey, in order to the 
execution of it, elpecially in the winter feafon, re- 
{trained him on the other: befides, many mifchiefs 
might happen before he could reach Italy.. 


While this was in agitation, the officers and fol- 
diers formed cabals and parties, and confulted about 
a change in public affairs. The prevailing opinion 
was as follows: ; 


** That there were foldiers at Rome fo effeminate 
“and delicate, that the noife and clangor of war 
“© would terrify them: That fuch creatures, truly, 
**° were well gualilied to difpole of empires, or rather 
‘© to fell them to the belt bidder: Thar, atter the fa- 
** tigue and labour of a life worn out in fervice, 
** they would -never fubmit to an emperor of their 
“© choofing, while they had among themfelves one 
** much more worthy of governing: Ihat, if they loft 
“ the prelent opportunity of expreffing their grati- 
‘© tude for the favours fo generoufly conferred upon 
“© them by Vefpafian, it was probable the like would 
*S never return: That Velpafian was in himfelf as 
** much tuperior to Vitcllius, with refpeét to quali- 
** fication for an emperor, as they were themfelves, 
** in point of choice, to thofe who made him one: 
*° Phat they had run as many hazards, and borne as 
** a great part in the war, as the German legion, that 
** brought the ufurper into the metropolis, and 
““ were as well fkilled in military difcipline as they 
*S were: That, as to Vefpafian, there could be no 
** poffible competition; for the people and fenate of 
** Rome would never bear fo licentious an empcror 
“* as Vitellius, when compared with a charaéter fo 
““eminent for moderation and temperance as Vef- 
** pafian: ‘Phat ic could not be expe&ed, his fon 
© Titus, though a prince of extraordinary virtues, 
**thould be chofen in preference to his father; 
** bur that, however, if either maturity of expe- 
** rience, or vigour of youth, might be allowed a 
“© title to choice, they had the one in Vefpafian, the 
‘other in Vitus, with all the advantages that at- 
** tend wifdom and refolution: That it was farther 
“to be confidered, that, in electing the admirable 
** facher of fo incomparable a fon, the three impe- 
*© rial legions and auxiliaries would be ftrengthened 
* by the whole power of the eait: That pare of 
“¢ Hurope, that lies out of the reach of Virtellius, 
“and all the intereft that the friends of Vefpafian, 
*€ his brother, and his fon, (Domitian,) could make 
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“in Italy; (the one being przefeé of 


ee 
oe 


Boox y 

1 Ro 

charge of great influence, and the other as ng 

« Pular,) and the flower of the nobility, would 
efpoufe him in the fame caufe: and that, final] 

ey delayed in ae point, the fenate mish? 
chufe an emperor who might be obnoxious too 

“* foldiers.”? 7 pee 


_ This was the topic of difcourfe amonett the fo). the: 
diery in their feveral companies; and their confidence 
increafing with their numbers, they came unani.! 
moufly to the point, and declared Vefpafian emperor, 
requeiting him, at the fame time, to take the totter. 
ing {tate under his protection. Notwithftandine he 
might {till be faid to have been the fupport of the 
empire a long time, he withed to decline the title of 
emperor; nay, abfolurely refufed it; protetting that 
he had much rather fpend the remainder of his days 
in the freedom of a private life, than amonett the 
{nares and difficulties of a more illuftrious iFation 
The more he refuied, the more preffing were thos. 
ficers for his acceptance; tillat length, upon perle. 
verance in denial, they came up to him with their 
drawn {words, and threatened to kill him, unlefs he 
would fubmic to accept of the honour he deferved. © 
fo that, after much reluétance, when he found the 
would not be denied, he yielded to their impor. 
tunity. 






































CHAP. XI. 


Vefpofian is urged to proceed againft Vitellins ; but de. 
clines it, and propofes to begin with Alexandria. De- 
Seription of Hegypt, and the port of Alexandria, swith 
the Tower of Pharos. Tiberius Alexander joins bef. 
pofian. 


ESPASIAN was no fooner advanced to the 
empire, than Mucianus, and the reft of the 
officers who invited him to the government, were 
unanimous for his marching againft Vitellius. Buc 
Vefpafian thought it more expedient to begin with 
Alexandria. Igypt being one of the moft con. 
liderable {pots with refpect to the corn it produces, 
if he could but reduce that country, he was in 
hopes that Rome itfelf would rather dethrone Vi- 
tellius than run the hazard of famine, which mutt 
inevitably be the cafe without relief from Egypt. 
He alfo defired a reinforcement of two legions that 
lay at Alexandria, He likewife confidered with him- 
felf, that he fhould then have that country as a de- 
fence againft the uncertainty of fortune. 


Iigypt is hard to be entered by Jand, and hasno | 
good port towards the fea. It is bounded on the ® 
weit by the parching country of Libya; on the 
fouth, Syene divides it from Ethiopia, and the im- 
paffable cataracts of the river Nile; on the ealt, the 
Red Sea ferves it for a rampart, as far as the city 
Coptos ; and on the north, it ftretches outas far as 
Syria, and that which they call the Egyptian Sea. 
The coait throughout has no havens for fhips; 
fo that nature feems to have provided for the fecu- 
rity of Egypt in the very ficuation of it. Its length, 
from Pelufium to Syene is computed at two thou- 
fand furlongs ; andthe paflage by fea, from Plinthine 
to Pelutium, is three thousand fix hundred furlongs. 
The Nile is navigable as far as K-lephantine, beyond 
which there is no paffing for the cataradts. 


Alexandria, in the faireft weather, is a dangerous 
port, the entrance being very narrow ; and the rocxs 
fo fcattered up and down in fhallow water, thar it-" 
requires the utmoilt flail] in the pilot to fteer Wi 
out accident. On the left hand it is encompal 
with a dyke; and on the right lieS the ifle of Pharos: 
which has been fo celebrated for a famous lanc-. 
mark. The light of it is feen three hundred fur 
longs out at fea, and ferves as an unerring guiye 
mariners. About this ifland there are great )C"" 
againft which, when the fea dafhes, and its wave 
are broken, the paifage is rendered very dangero> 
But the haven, when once entered, is very Nor ned 
length of it is thirty furlongs; and it is a 





The 





DTT RY 


ITO 


RENT CE 





ro 
i 
L-7 
3 
6: 
1 
c 
re 
C3 
ry 
ry 
rs 
t) 
t} 
rs 
c- 
e 
rs 
es 
£3 
b-} 
* 
f3 
® 
fu} 
& 
©: 
@: 
pe 
2: 
Cs 
t3 
e: 
PS 
Ps 
Es 
f) 
) 


ll 


RTE ee ene Gianna 


in TET ER ERK 


pa 


CI TC CR 


WO a 
TF ( i PUL 


lop 


AYNARD’ 


pon te 


tl 
EY Koes kt rs Le 


SS i 
[1 


eR 
STUN U UCC 


PLT EEK ELELURER RARE EK LEK RARER ERROR REE ERIE ER LER ER ERK 


uct 
ITN 


i 


TERRES EER ELES 


SOIR Oe AUR OE EE SSD ROY XC KORO RR 


OA beehe 


i ri f 
SAU 


Neaels deln, 





he are th i 
20 oll ed 
eA Sees Hae 


i , ? we 
JosErnus Aeught bifore the EMPE 


Va Ma peslired to 
urn “res CONM,O 


‘LIBERTY, 47) 
avon ftie gical 


ON had 





CMarepes tuber bro herpe , ctie f 
HONOURS wt REWARD. 


Tublested isthe tet dérevts byt rks Nr Laur nett Beae. 












Vv w A R S oF 
OOK Ve 

with convenient ftore-houfes both for the ieapore 
tion and exportation of all manner of commodi- 


ties. 
With great propriety, therefore, did “i eff pan a 
5 ffan fire the acquifition of Alexandria, in o} der to ‘ - 
aveMsthe he empire; and he immediately fent to _int or 
aace of Tiberius Alexander, the governor, that, being pre- 
“er, wailed upon, by the importunity of the ioldiers, 9 
take upon him the burthen of government, hero 
not do better than requeft the favour of his affi ane 
and advice in the adminiftration. Alexander aS 
no fooner read the letter, than he readily obbEe 
the legions and the people to take the oath of al . 
siance to Vefpafian, which they did with the utmott 


franknefs and alacrity, being well convinced of 
i Alexander, 


his diflinguifhed virtue and valour. der, 
in the mean time, made a juft and generous ule of 
the power that was given him for che fervice of the 
public, and applied himlelf to the making of every 
neceflary preparation for the reception of the new 


emperor, 


a 






CHAP. XIL 

General joy on the advancement of Vefpafian to the 
imperial dignity. He calls to mind the omens that 
forefocwed the fame, and perticularly the predi€tion 
of ‘fofephus, whom be felts at liberty, and treats with 
refpe and honour. 


PaAME fpread the report over the eaft that Vel- 
pafian was emperor more juddenly chan could 
have been imagined; fo that every city kept fefti- 
ffrewi- Vals, and celebrated facrifices and oblations upon 
veri ete the aulpicious event. ‘Whe legions that were quar- 
Gis. tered in Myfia and Panonia, and had lately taken 
up arnis againit Vitellius for his tyrannical conduct, 
readily took the oath of alleguince to Vefpafian on 
his acceffion to the empire. 





Upon his temoval from Czefarea to Berytus, am- 
bafladors’from Syria, and other provinces, prefent- 
ed him with congratulatory addreffes. Mucianus, 
in particular, afured him, with what joy the people 
received the news of his advancement, and with 
what alacrity they had profefitd an inviolable at- 
tachment to him. 
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Velpafian fucceeding in his undertakings to his 
Sutmoit with, began.to confider that he had not ar- 
ae, fived tothe fummit of hum’n grandeur without the 
interpofition of Divine Providence. Efe allo called 
to mind jeveral prophetical hints and tokens he had 
obierved in the courfe of his life, all tending to one 
and che fame point. But he was more fenfibly im- 
prefled with a predi€tion of Jolephus, who ventured 
to foretell his advancement to the empire in the very 
lite-time cf Nero. ‘This produced fuch a concern 
for his imprifonment, chat, calling for Mucianus, 
and feveral of his friends and officers, he rool oc- 
cafion to mention the bravery of Jolephus, in the 
inftance of the fiege of Jotapata, and then related 
the prediétion he at that time fulpected to be Aéti- 
tious, and fuggefted by apprchenfion and perfonal 
danger, but had_now been demonftrated to be of 
Divine origin. From thefe circumftances he con- 
cluded, that ‘¢ it was fhameful in him co fuffer the 
man who had foretold his coming to the empire, and 
been the means of conveying to him a Divine mef- 
{age, to be retained in the abject flate ofa prifoncr;” 
and therefore caufed Jofephus to be fent for, and 
fevat liberty. This initance of generofity in Vefpa- 
fian towards a thranger, afforded his officers a molt 
pleaiing profpeét of his future adminiftration, as 
conducive to the intereft and honour of the empire. 
Virus, however, being then pretent, reprefented to 
his thther, that the fcandal fhould be taken from Jo- 
fephus, together with his iron chain; as barely to 
loofe his bonds, without cutting them to pieces, 
would not be a fufficient reparation for the injury 
he had futtained. Vefpafian approved the obferva- 
Hon, and ordered the chain to be deftroyed. Jofe- 
phus not only obtained his freedom, but every token 
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of honour and refpect, as a teftimony of his inte- 
grity. 
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CHIA P. XIII. 

Vefpafian leaves Berytus, goes to Rome, and fends 
Mucianus, with a great arny, into Ltaly. The party 
of Fitellius go over to Fefpafian at the inflance of 
Cecinna. They afterwards defert, and feise Cecinna as 
atraiter. Anencounter between Anthony and Vitel- 
lins, in which the latter is worfted, and, flying towards 
Cremona, totally rcuted. Ceciuna is difeharged, and 
feut to Fefpafian with the news of the vidtory. The 
capitol feixed by Sabinus. Witellius is ignamiutoufly | 
expofed, and fiabbed to death in the midft of the city. 
Popularity of Vefpafian. 


1 K 7HEN Velpafian had given anfwers to the am- 
bafladors, and properly dilpofed of the offices 

under government, he declined his intention of go- 

ing to Alexandria, and proceeded for Rome, where y.gagan 

affairs were greatly dilfordered by Vitellius. Je fends Mu- 

fent Mucianus over Jand into Italy with an army of cianus inte 

horfe and foot, by the way of Cappadociaand Phry- 

gia; for he durft not venture his troops upon a 

Winter fea. 

Antonius Primus, governor of Myfia, with the anteniue 
third legion, that lay in chat province, was greatly Pumus 
delirous of coming to an encounter with Vitellius, mache. 
who, on ihe other hand, fenz Cecinna, atthe head of (his, 
a {trong army, to oppofe him. As he was upon his 
march, he met Anthony upon the borders of Traly, 
not far from Cremona, where, after he had obferved 
the numbers, the order, and difcipline of the enemy, 
he thought ic moft prudent to decline coming to an 
engagement. In this dilemma he called his centu- 
rions, tribunes, and, in faét, all his officers coge- 
ther, and took that opportunity to defcant upon 
Velpafian and Vitellius, derogating trom the merit 
of the one, and extolling thar of the other, witha 
defign to draw the party of Vitellius over to Vel= cociana 
pafian. Fle then oblerved to them, that the former perfuades 
had but the name of an emperor, the other che righe te ratty of 
and authority, as well as the true {Lamp of an im- {yer 
perial charaéter in his very perion; that it was there- Vefpatian. 
tore better for them to prevent mifchief, and obtain 
tavour; and, as there was every reafon to fuppote 
they would be overcome in battle, avoid the danger, 
and go over willingly to Anthony; and, laftly, thac 
Velpafian was able of himfelf to fubdue thole who 
had nor yet fubmitted without their affiftance, while 
Vitellius was not able to proteét- himlelf, nor any 
party that adhered to him. 


Cecinna, by thefe means, gained his point, and 
brought the foldicrs over to Anthony; but rhe next 
night, through repentance for what they had done, 
and fear of punifhment, if -Vitellius fhould get the 
better, they came in a rage, with their words drawn, ‘rhey de- 
upto Cecinna, to kill him, which they would cer- fert. 
tainly have done, if the tribunes had not interpoted 
in his behalf. ‘Vhough they fpared his life, they 
kept him in chains, and fent him bound to Vitellius 
as a traitor. 


When Anthony heard of this, he commanded out 
a party to fall upon them as deferters. They made a 
fhort ftand, but, atter the frft fhack, gave ground, 
and tovk their Night cowards Cremona. Anthonys pre rotatt 
with his horfe, cut off their entrance into the city, cur of Wy 
and encompaffing them, flew great numbers on the Anthony. 
fpot, and gave the foldiers the pillage. There pe- 
rifhed promifcuoufly, in this ravage, foreign mer- 
chants, as wellas inhabitants, inabundance, together 
with the whole army of Vitellius, to the number 
of thirty thoufand two hundred men. There fel} 
of thoie whom Anthony brought out of Myfia, no 
more than four thoufand five hundred. Hie then 
fet Cecinna at liberty, and fent him to Velpafian f 
with che news of the viétory, where he was rece cd pak 
with greatand unexpected honours,te balance the dif. be 
grace he had incurred for his treachery to his mafter. 
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Upon the news that Anthony was approaching 
Rome, Sabinus, the brother of Vefpaiian, took 
courage, and drawing together the city guards, 
feized upon the capicol in the night. Great num- 
bers of perfons of rank came in to_him next day, 
and amongit the rett his nephew Domitian, who 
had a great hand in the glory of that action. Vitel- 
lius was not fo much incenfed againft Anthony as 
avzaingt Sabinus, and.thofe who joined with him in 
the revolt; but, being naturally ferocious and cruel, 
efpecially cowards fuch as were of noble extraction, 
he fent a body, of his own troops againft the capitol, 
who, as wel! &5 thofe in the temple, gave fignal 
proofs of valour. “ At length the Germans, being 
too numerous for their adverfaries, got the hill in 
their pofieffion. Domitian, and feveral of the prin- 
cipal Romans, elcaped by a miracle; but Sabinus 
was brought to Virellius, who ordered him im- 
mediately to be flain. ‘Ihe foldiers plundered the 
temple of its ornaments and utenfils, and then fet 
it on fire. 


The next day Anthony came up with his army, 
and being met by Vitellius, they engaged in 
three feveral places, till the army of Viteilius was 
totally deftroyed. Vitellius then came out of his 
palace, wallowing in gluttony and drunkenneis, 
where he was taken up, and dragged through the 
ftreet, vilified with every kind of. fcurrility, and, in 
the end, {tabbed to death in the midft of, the city. 
Fle had now reigned _cight months and five days ; 
and fuch was his profufion, that it was fuppofed, if 
he had lived longer, the revenue of the empire would 
not have been adequate to the charge of his luxury. 
This aétion happencd on the third day of the month 
Apelleus, in which it is computed that fifty thou- 
fand men were flain, over and above thote already 
mentioncd. 


Mucianus, the following day, entered Rome with 
his army; and, having reitrained the fury of An- 
thony’s foldiers, who were flaying all before them, 
whether guilty orinnocent, pointed out to the peo- 
ple the expediency of choofing Domitian for their 


governor, till his father fhould arrive. But the peo- 


OorFr 


ple, being freed from every difagreeable apprehen- | 


fion, would hear of no other governor than Vefpa- 
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fian, whom they extolled to the fkies, celebrati 
double -feftival ,; one for the bleffing of the accehien 
of Vefpafian_to the empire, and_the other for their 
deliverance from the tyranny of Vitellius, 


CHAP. XIV. 


Vefpafian is congratulated from all quarters at Alexay. 
dria. Sends Titus towards Ferufalem. His feveral 
ftations in the courfe of bis progrefs. 


W 7J3AEN Vefpafian arrived at Alexandria, he y, 
not only received the agreeable news of what 
had paffed at Rome, but congratulatory addrefizs 
from all quarters, upon his advancement to the im. i 
perial dignity. Though Alexandria was deemed 
the largelt city in the world, Rome excepted, it 
proved too fmall to contain the multitude that re. 
forted thither upon that occafion. The ftate of af. 
fairs at Rome being now fettled and fecured, the 
people quiet and eafy beyond all expectation, and the 
winter feafon paffed, Vefpafian curned his thoughts 
towards iubduing the remainder of Judza, and 
preparing for his journey to the feat of his em. 
pire. When he had put every thing inorder at 
Alexandria, he difpatched his ion Titus, with a fe- 
lect part of his army, upon an expedition again Je- ,.. 
rufalem. Titus went as far as Nicopolis by land, te 
which is twenty furlongs diftance from Alexandria, 
and then embarked his troops, paffed down the 
Nile, along the banks of the Mendefian Canton, to 
the city of Thumis, and went on fhore at a {mall 
town, called Tanis. From thence he proceeded to 
Heracleopolis, and fo to Pelufium, where he ttayed 
two days to refrefh his troops, and then marched 
away acrofs thedefert, and encamped near the temple 
of Jupiter Caffius. 


The next day he went to Oftracine, a place fo ex- 
tremely dry, that the inhabitants have no water, but 
what they fetch from other places. His next fla. 
tion wasat Rhinocorura, where he ftayed aw hile, and 
then went on to Raphin, the firft city upon the bor- 
ders of Syria; thence to Gaza, thence to Afkalon, 
fo to Jamnia and Joppa, and Jaftly to Czefarea, in 
order to ftrengthen himi{elf by reinforcements, 
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BOOK VI. 


CHAP. I. 


A threefold fedition in Ferufalem. Eleazar begins the 
breach by fetting up the zealots againft the people. 
Yotn of Gifchala and Eleazar contend for power. fs 
do afterwards Fobu and Simon. A terrible flaughter 
in the temple. The deplorable ftate of Ferufalene. 
March end order of the army of Titus. 


HEN Titus had marched over the de- 
fart, which lies between i.gypt and Sy- 
ria, in the manner before mentioned, 
he at laft came to Crefarca, with a re- 

folution to draw his troops together, and form his 
army. But while he was affilting his father Vefpa- 
fian, at Alexandria, in fertling the adminiftration of 
theempirewhich Providence had putintotheir hands, 
the fedition at Jerufalem was revived, and the fac- 


ue tious {plit into three parties, each faction contending 
~, With the other. 


With refpect co the faction of the 
zealots, which may be deemed the leading caule of 
the deftruction of the city, we have defcribed its 
rile and progrefs. It was, in fact, one fedition ori- 
ginating trom another, and relembled the fury of a 
wild beatt, that, for wantof prey, fatiates irs ravenous 
appetite by devouring, as it were, its very felf 


_ Vleazar, the fon of Simon, was the firft who began 
“the teparation in the temple, by fetting the zealors 
“gainit the people, upon a pretence of indignation at 
the inlolent attempts of John of Gilchala, while 
huimkir was guilty of the fame enormities. Bat 
the fact was, that the former tyrant could noz fub- 
mitto the tyrant that came after him; and being 
cetrous of Gaining che entire power and dominion 
to hinncis, revolted trom John, and took to his af- 
Liance Judas, the fon of Chelcias, Simon, the 
toner Meron, and Heavkiah, the fon of Chobar, all 
hen of rank and eminence, and each of them fol- 
lowed by a great party of the zealots. ‘Vhis party 
took poflefion of the inner temple, and placed 
fuercs on the facred porches and doors, in confi- 
“ence that the provifions of the place, from the 
neue of daily oblations, would fupply them 
aN. 











with all_neceffaries, and making no difference be- 
twixt things facred and prophane. 


Being thus pofted, the only thing they feared was 
wane of men for the execution of any confiderable 
defign. John was much the ftronger of the two, 
but whar Mleazar wanted in number, was abundantly 
made good by the advantage of the place, for he 
had his enemy under him. John could not attempt 
any thing without lofs; fo that through fear of a rath 
action on the one hand, and impatience of inaéti- 
vity on the other, he was greatly embarraffed. Am- 
bition, however, at length prevailed over difcretion : 
he made feveral attacks, with dares and other wea- 
pons, cill the temple was polluted with the gore of 
dead bodies. 


Contelt he» 
tween John 
and Eleazar 


_ On the other fide, the tyrant Simon, the fon of Go- Between 
rias, whom the people, in their diftrefs, had invited John st 


and entertained as their governor and protector, hav- 
ing in his pofleffion the upper town, and a great part 
of the lower, made a vigorous affaule upon John 
and his party, feeing how he was preffed from above 
by Eleazar. John had the fame advantage over 
Simon that Iéleazar had over him; fo that, in faét, he 
had a double conteft to maintain; and his efforts 
proved as powerful with the one as ineffectual with 
the other; for, in proportion as EJeazar was too hard 
for fohn, whom he had under him, to was John too 
hard for Simon, who was before him. Ife had little 
orno difficulty in repelling theattacks from beneath; 
but was obliged to repe? thofe trom above by the 
engines of war, while thele engines did execution 
not only upon the people in arms, but on thofe who 
came out of devotion to worfhip. Tt muft be ac- 
knowledged that thele mifcreants, even in the out- 
rages of their impicties, gave admittance to all wha 
offered themiclves on religious pretences, although 
the Jews were more liable to examination. Nor- 
withitanding, ftrangers, that were fo happy as ro ef- 
cape the effects of a military fury, frequenely fell 
through cafualty and mifchance, being cut off by 
ftones and lances, that reached the very altar: nay, the 
priefts themfelves, in the exercife of their holy faunc- 
tion, fell victims, together wich a multitude of per- 

a i) fans 


mon. 
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fons affembled for Divine worfhip. The altar, by 

Thetemple thefe means, was defiled with the blood not only of 

Aaahee the Greeks, but even the wildeft barbarians, who 
had the greateft veneration for the rites of our holy 
religion. The dead bodies of ftrangers and of na- 
tives, perfons holy and prophane, were promifcuoufly 
confounded, and their gore ftreamed in one com- 
mon: flow. 

Jofephus “¢ © wretched city! The fire and {word of. the 


deploresthe Romans, which entered by force, and purged it from 
coamities the pollutions of faction and apottacy, with all the 
Jfews, 5 . 
defolation that enfued thereupon, could not becom- 
pared with its prefent deplorable ftate. It was now 
no longer the refidence of the Moit High, being 
converted by civil broils into a common charnel- 
. houte, a juit punifhment for its moft impious pro- 

vocations. But yet it isnot impoffible, bur chat 
unfeigned repentance might appeale the incenfed 
juttice of arighteous,God, that inflicted this heavy, 
but deferved, judgment.” But here lec me ftop, and 
reftrain thofe paffions which I feel as a private indi- 
vidual, while I proceed to relate the confequences 
of this horrid outrage. 

The rage of . AS before obferved, Jerufalem was divided into 

the fagions three factions. Eleazar and his party, who had the 

againtteach Charge of the frft fruits and oblations, became in- 

ether. * = ine : 
toxicated, and fell upon John. John fallied out upon 
Simon, and the people that affifted him with provi- 
fions againft himlelf and Eleazar. When John hap- 
pened to be attacked, at the fame time, by Eleazar 
and Simon, he divided his forces, and held thofe in 
play that affaulted him on the city fide with ftones 
and arrows from his engines. If at any time he 
had a little refpite from thofe above him, he was art 
liberty to make ftronger fallies upon Simon and his 
accomplices; and, as he drove him farther into the 
town, he burnt all before him, whether magazines 
or granaries, and, in fact, whatever came in his way. 
Upon his retreat, Simon followed him, and aéted 
the fame dettructive part as John had done before. 
Such, ina word, were their malevolent efforts, thar 
they leemed to have been aétuated by a moft diabo- 
lical fpirit, as if they had entered into a confpiracy 
for betraying Jeruialem co the Romans, by putting 
it out of a condition of defence, in deftroying all 
that was neceffary to preferve it. Accordingly, all 
places abour the temple were burnt down, the city 
was turned into a defert by the very natives, and in- 
termediate {paces were opened by them for fhedding 
the blood of each other. The provifion of corn, and 
other neceffaries, fuficient to have maintained a fiege 
for feveral years, was almott confumed, which led 
inevitably to a famine, and the de(ltruction of the 
city, which they brought upon themfelves. 


Jerufalem now, betwixt the faction within the 


Thelamen- . : : 
town, and the affailants without, was like a great 


table cales 
maitics of body rent afunder. | ‘The aged and the women were 
derufslem. fy Uiftreffed by, their internal calamities, that they 


prayed for the fuccets of their very enemies the Ro-. 
mans, anc for a foreign war in exchange for a civil 
one. The citizens were under terrible contternation, 
nor had they an opportunity of taking counfel, or 
changing their meatures. All paflages were guarded ; 
and the heads of the factions, averfe to each other as 
they might be in other points, were agreed in this, 
that whoever delerved to live fhould die. They 
fuffered not an individual to efcape, who was but 
fulpe&ted to be amicably difpofed towards the Ro- 
mans, but created them all as common enemies. 
The clamour of fhouts, and the clangor of arms, 
was heard day and night. The fear of evils co come 
was a greater mifery, though prefent confternation 
prevented outward lamentation. No regard was paid 
to thofe thar were living by their relations ; nor was 
any care taken of burial for thofe that were dead. 
The caule of all this was an univertal defperation, as 
he who hath nothing to hope for, hath nothing to 
fear, Fevery man that was not of the faction gave 


himlelf up for lott, and carried his lite in his hand,- 


as if he were to refign it the next moment. The 
faction, at the fame time, maintained their conteft, 
with heaps of carcaies under their feet, with a tri- 
umphant oftentation, as if the horror of the {pectacle 
had rendered the living as infenfible ag the dead. 
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‘They meditated mifchief againft themfelves; and 
when they had refolved upon any thing, they exe. 
cuted it without mercy, nor omitted any inftance of 
torment or barbarity. John even perverted to pro 
phane ufes the facred materials that were fet apart 
for the fervice of the holy temple. 


The people and the priefts had formerly deter. 
mined to raife the temple twenty cubits higher, and 
carry up an arch to fupport the work. To this end 
king Agrippa, ac incredible charge and labour, 
broughr from mount Libanus certain curious pieces 
of timber, both for Jength and _fize; but the war 
breaking out, interrupted the defign. John, having 
occafion for the materials, had the trees cut out into 
lengths for his own proper ufe, and then framed into 
turrets for his fecurity and defence againgt Eleazar, 
They were raifed along the wall to the weftward 
over againft the great hall, as the only place capable 
of fuch a ftructure, as there were fo many fair. 
cafes in the way. John flattered himielf that this 
impious contrivance would have laid-his-enemies at 
his feet; but Providence difappointed him, by 
bringing the’ Romans in upon him before he could 
perfect the work. 


When Titus had colleéted part of his forces, and 02, 
ordered the remainder to mect him at Jerufalem, he m3 
went to Cefarea, where he had with him, belides 
the three legions which had formerly made tuch “ 
havock in Judea under his father, che twelfth le 
gion alfo. They were animated by a defire of re- 
venge for the difaftrous encounter they had under 
Cettius. He ordered che fifth legion to meet him by 
way of I°mmaus, and the tenth by Jericho; while 
he himtelf marched with the reft, in conjunétion 
with a body of royal auxiliaries, larger than here- 
tofore, anda great number of Syrians. The detach- 
ments that were fent by Vefpafian, under Mucianus, 
into Italy, out of the four legions, he made good 
out of 2000 choice men of the Alexandrian army 
that he brought along with him, and 30co men tha 
followed him from the Euphrates. His bett friend 
znd countellor was Tiberius Alexander, former- 
ly governor of Egypr, but now appointed to com- 
mand the army, being the firft man thac efpouted 
the intereft of Vefpafian in the infancy of his go- 
vernment, entered into a league with him, and 
ftood firm to ir, in defpite of all the hazards of un- 
certain fortune. He poffefitd, in a word, every 
qualification, natural and acquired, for martial u- 
dertakings. 













CHAP. IL. 


Titus marches to Ferufalem. The Fews make a dept 
rate fally as he takes a view of the city. Titus 8 
miraculoufly preferved. His valour and conduct. 


THE following was the order in which Titus O% 
marched with his army into the country of the 
enemy. The auxiliaries led the way. After them 
came the pioneers, to prepare the roads, and mark 
outthe camp. Thele were followed by the officers, 
baggage, and a fufficient guard. Then came Titus 
himfelf, with a feleét body of men, and his enliga 
bearers about him;a body of horfe following tem 
at the head of the engineer of war. After them the 
Roman eagle, with the enfigns of the legions about 
ir, and trumpets before them; the body of the army 
marching rank and le, fix in front, and, the cor 
mon fervants, every one following the legion he be- 
longed to, with the baggage before them. The mer 
cenaries and their guards brought up the rear. 


In this order Titus advanced, according to the 
method of the Roman difcipline, by the way of S* 
maria up to Gophna, aplace that his father had for- 
merly taken, in which, there being a garrilons & 
pafled that night, and protecuted his mareh next 
morning to a place the Jews call “ The Valley Ne 
Thorns,”. near_ the village of Gabath Saul, 
“The Valley of Saul,” where he encamped, abot! 
thirty furlongs dittant from Jerufalem. 
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Atthis place Titus pur himfelf at the head oh 
hundred chofen horfe, and led chem toward Je u ‘ 
lem, to take a view of the city, and learn what re 
could of the ftate and difpoficion of the Jews. cing 
well affured chat the people were defirous of pear 
weary of their opprefiors, and therefore want a 
thing but ttrengch and opportunity for a revo ts be 
apprehended that, upon fight of him and his arniy, 
they might be inclined to bring matters fo an ac- 
commodation, rather than proceed to extremities. 


With this idea he marched towards the city; and, 
while he went forward in the ready road co the walls, 
nobody appeared upon the bartlements.. But, upon 
croffing over towards the turret called Pfephinos, 
there fallied our a vaft number of Jews from the 
vate over againit the fepulchre of Helena, in the 
quarter they call che Womens ‘Tower, that broke 
through the main body of the Romans, and cucting 
off the communication between the two divided 
parties, they could not relieve one another. ‘7 hus 
confuled, the Jews fingled our Vicus, with a very 
fmall number of his people about him, in a place 
where there was no Going forward for the encloiures, 
gardens, and ditches betwixe him and the wall; and 
his retreat was intercepted, on the other hand, by a 
itrong body of the enemy, who had got betwixt him 
and iisown people. The guards, not knowing the 
danger their general was in, fuppofing him to be 

‘et fafe, and in che croud, thought they bad nothing 
todo but to follow on. Vitus, therefore, finding, in 
this extremity, that he had nothing but his Iword 
and his courage to truft to, called our to his tellow- 
toldiers to follow him, and, atthe fame time, rushed 
into the midit of the enemy, co force his way 
through to che reft of his men. 


We may hence learn how far Divine Providence 
interpofe’s in the events of war, and in the pertonal 
prefervation of princes. Lor Vitus, who came not 
outto fight, but to make difcoveries, had not pro- 
vided himfelf with armour either for his head or 
body; and yet not one dart or arrow, out of the 
Showers that were launched at him, touched him, 
but were carricd off from the mark, as if they had 
been defigned to mils it. 


Titus, in the mean time, cleared his paffageon both 
fides {word in hand, overbearing all before him, and 
trampling his enemies under his horle’s feet. ‘This 
dauntlets refolution of the Roman general drew the 
rage of the whole party upon him with fury and cla- 
mour, infomuch, that they cried out one to ano- 
ther co fall upon him, as the only check ro their fuc- 
cefles. But which way foever Titus turned the Jews 
fled before himy; yet, at the fame time, others preffed 
hin Hank and rear, whiltt his guards bravely fup- 
ported him, They found, aclatt, there was no means 
af coming off, but by one feafonable, refolute charge 
quire through che enemy. The gallanceffore was 
nade. One of the companions ot Titus was flain; 
anocher overthrown from his horic, and carried off; 
while Titus,with the remainder of this noble few,got 
back to his camp, without fo much as one wound. 
The Jews were elated by this temporary advantage, 
and looked upon it as an earneit of future fuccefs ; 
but they were cotally deceived in their expectation. 


CHAP. Il. 


Titus pitebes bis camp. Domeftic factions are nuited 

(ya foreiga scar. The Jews fally out upon the Ro- 
as, and drive them from their camp. The Ro- 
witds ave alarmed at miffing their general. Titus 
Prefies wpeu ihe Fows as they retire. 
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CDN the coming up of a legion, that night from 

Kimmaus, to join Titus, he marched away,early 
rext morning, to Scopos, a place feven furlongs to 
the northward from the city. Ir ftands low, and in 
2 fair prolpect both of the town and temple, and 
: therefore very properly called Scopos, or The 
Jorpect. Fle ordered ewo legions to encamp upon 
that tpors and the fifth legion to withdraw three fur- 
ongs of, where they mighe entrench without any 
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danger from the enemy, being much wearied with a 
tedious night’s march. ‘Vheie legions had no fooner 
proceeded to the execution of their orders, than the 
tenth legion came up from Jericho, a place lately 
taken and garrifoned by Velpafian. This Jaft was 
appointed to encamp fix furlongs to the eaft of Je- 
rufalem, and the Mount of Olives, which is over 
againft the city, and che valley of Cedron betwixt 
them. 


The factions continued to vent their fury upon 
each other as the bittereft adverfaries, ull che dread 
of a foreign war, and a common enemy, produced a 
reconciliation. Upon the very fight of the Roman 
camp, the three parties began to think of concord, 
reafoned with themfelves upon the equity and necel- 
fity of a compofition, and thus expollulated in cheir 
prefent fituation: ‘* Whar will be the end of this, 
if we fuffer ourlelves to be furrounded with forts 
and troops, and remain pent up within walls, the 
tame ipectators of a war, to the advanrage of our 
enemies, and our own deitructions ? We are only 
valiant againit ourlelves, in fhedding the blood of 
each other, to make way for the Romans to a con- 
quelt without blood.” 


Upon this they gathered into parties; and that 
inflant betaking themlelves to their arms, made a 
furious excurfion aérofs the valley upon the cench 
legion, with horrid clamours and outcries, as they 
were entrenching their camp, 


This fally greatly alarmed che Romans ; and their 
furprize was much increated from an opinion they 
had entertained, both that che Jews durit not offer it, 
and that their divifions had rendered them incapable 
of fuch an agreement. “Whe loldiers being at work 
without their arms, the Jews fell upon them un- 
awares, fo thatevery man quiteed his {tacion. Some 
ran away; others fled to their arms, but were cut 
off before they could make ute of them. Fhufhed 
with chis fuccefs, the Jews came flowing in flill more 
and more; and ‘though they were not, in truth, very 
numerous, their good fortune made them appear 10 
both to the Romans and themlelves. 


‘Though the Romans, of all nations upon the face 
of the earth, are mofk expert in the arcand diicipline 
of war, and difcharge their military duties with fin- 
gular grace and alertnels, they were ftruck with 
fuch aflonifhment at this furprize, that they curned 
their backs, while the Jews followed them upon the 
purfuit. As the numbers of che Jews increafed 
through their fallying out of the city, fo did the 
confufon of the Romans through the alarm, till, 
in the end, they were forced to abandon their camp; 
and the whole legion had been entirely cut off, if 
‘Vitus had not come at the precife momenc to their 
fuccour, and, betwixt reproaches for their cowardice 
on the one hand, and exemplary bravery on the 
other, puta ftop cto their flight. “Che general took 
this opportunity of joining the fugitives with a 
party of choice men of his own, and charging the 
Jews in flank, Killed Several of them upon the fpot, 
wounded more, and drove the whole body down 
into a valley in the greatel: diforder. Upon their 
paffing the valley they made a fland, and maintained 
afight with the Romans acrojs ic cil mid-day. In 
the afternoon Titus reinforced the legion with the 
troops he had brought to fuccour it, and_pofting 
parties up and down, co fecure the Romans from fal- 
lics, he ordered the remainder of his forces up the 
mountain to fortify their camp. 


The Jews, that were within diftance of obferving 
this motion from the walls, took it for a direét flighrs 
and, as the centinel gave them to underftand as 
much by fhaking a garment in the air, as a fignal 
concerted among themlelves, they rufhed out, upon 
this intimation, with fuch outrageous fury, that they 
refembled an herd of ferocious animals, rather than 
anumberof men. ‘heir violence was fo impetu- 
ous, that not fo much as one man of the contrary 
party could fuftain the fhock; and they were all 
driven, as if it had been by a blow from an engine, 
foe one way, fome another, fying up the moun- 
tains for refuge. 

In 
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ln the midft of the acclivity, Titus made a ftand 
witha few of his generous refolutefriends, who, from 
the veneration in which they held the dignified cha- 
rater of their general, befought him not to expofe 
his own life any longer againft the lives of a defpe- 
rate rabble of Jews, whofe condition was fuch, that 
death was the beft thing that could befall them, but 
rather confult his own quality and fafety. They re- 
minded him, that he was not there in the circum- 
ftances of a foldier only, but in the character of the 
fovereign of the univerie, in whofe prelervation the 
ftate of things upon this habitable earth abiolutely 
depended. 


fee a Titus paid not the leaft attention to their exhor- 

the forti- tations, but ftood upon his guard againft all oppo- 

tude of fition, and encountered all affaults, maiming ome, 

; flaying others that preffed upon him, and torcing 

fome again down the mountain into the valley. The 

vigour and refolution of the prince kept them in 

fome degree of awe, though not fufficient co frighten 

them into the city again; fo that opening to the 

right and left, they attacked his people on each hand, 

while Titus, by galling them in the flank, gave fome 
obftruétion to the purfuit. 

Whenthe Romans, whowere fortifying theircamp. 

A panic UPON the hill, obferved the havock that was made of 

feizes the their companions below, it ftruck them with fuch 

Romans. 


horror and amazement, that che whole legion dif- 
perfed, taking it for granted that the Romans were 
not able to ftand betore the Jews, and that Titus 
himielf had quitted the field, or (as they thought) 
his foldiers would never have forialken him. In the 
midft of this diftraélion, an alarm was given to the 
whole legion, by fome who had teen ‘Vitus ftruggling 
for his life in the midit of his enemies, calling upon 
them to haften away to the refcue of their general. 
The reproach of having abandoned their commander 
enraged them to fuch a degree, that, without regard 
to confequences, they fell with all cheir might upon 
The Jews the Jews, and drove them before them down the 
makearun- brow of the mountain. ‘I'he Jews, however, for a 
ning fight. while, difputed every toot of ground they lott, cill 
the Romans, through the advantage of the higher 
ftation, forced them all down into the valley. Titus 

refled upon the Jews as they retired, and fent the 
[ics back again to fortify their camp, ltaying with 
thofe who were with him before to keep the enemy 
at adiftance. It may be affirmed, with that truth 
which becomes an impartial hiftorian, that this was 
the fecond time that ‘Vitus faved chis legion in the 
dame day, which afforded the foldiers full liberty to 
fortify and feptle their camp. 


CHAP. IV. 
The revival of fedition at the fea of the paffover. 


» John overcomes Lleazar. The three faétious arere- 
duced to two. Titus moves towards Fernfalem. 


{OREIGN hoftilities ceafing fora time, internal 
A fedition fedition was revived. The Pafchal feaft, or the 
gute ten feaft of unleavened bread, being now at hand, Elea- 
cen P zar, and his party, caufed the temple gate to be fer 
open for a free entrance to all people that came up 
to worthip. John made ule of this religious pre- 
text as acloak for his treacherous defigns, and armed 





anereer’ che moit inconfiderable of his own party (of whom 
under the the Qreater part were not purified) with weapons 
neo concealed under their garments, with inftructions 
religion, 


how they were to proceed. A tumult immediately 
arole both within and without; and the uproar was 
looked upon as a general defign upon the whole 
multitude, by all thofe who were not in the plot. 
But Lleazar and the zealots were perfuaded that the 
malice of this exploit was principally levelled at 
them. “he guards drew off from the gates, others 
leaped down from the batulements without itriking 
a blow, and crept into the temple vaults to hide 
themtelves. The common people, that betook them-, 
lelves to the altar, were miferably deflroyed ; fome 
of them crushed and trampled to death in the crond; 
others lay weltering in their blood, upand down, as 
fpectacles of horror and defpair. Many were flain 
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from private enmity; and to call aman a zealot w 

a fufficient pretence for taking away his life. rt 
amidft thefe barbarities towards the innocent thee 
granted a truce to the guilty, and connived ar thei 
efcape out of the caverns, where they had abfconded, 
John’s party now feized upon the inner temple, and, 
by refolutely oppofing Simon, reduced the fa@ion} 
to two. 


Titus, forming a defign of decamping from Sco. 
pos, and advancing nearer Jerufalem, in order to 7, 
his removal, pofted a competent number of his belt mut 
troops, to prevent and encounter ihroads, and gave * 
it in charge to another detachment, to fee all the 
ways levelled betwixt that and Jerifalem. Upon 
this they demolifhed all the hedges and walls which 
the inhabitants had made about their gardens and 
groves, cut down all the fruit-trees that lay between 
them and the wall of the city, filled up all the 
chafms, and plained thé rocky precipices with iron 
inftraments. “Che whole fpace was by this means 
levelled from Scopos, or The Profpeét, to Herod's 
fepulchre, which adjoined to the pool, called The 
Serpent’s Pool, 









CHIAP. V. 


The Romans are deluded by the Fews. Titus fufpetts 
the pretence. Titus veproaches his men, and delivers 
them up to the martial law. The foldiers interced: 
for their comrades, and obtain their pardon, Th 


Siege of Ferufalem. 


"THE Jews at this time concerted a plot todelude 
the Romans. The moft refolute of the fedi- 
tious went out of the town a little beyond the place 
called The Womens Tower, on a pretence that they 
were ejected by thofe who were for peace, and durit 
not venture any farther tor fear of the Romans, but 
there chey kept themfelves clofe, and as much out 
of fight as poffible. ‘T’here was, at the fame time, 
another party upon the walls, that cried aloud for 
peace, and an alliance with the Romans, imploring 
them, at the fame time, to come over to them, and 
affuring them that they would open the gates. To 
grace the impotture, they counterfeited a fquabble 
among themlelves; fome pretending to prefs out to 
the Romans, and others cafting ftones ac them to 
hinder them, and {till perfiiting, in appearance, el- 
ther by fair means or foul, to make their way. Af 
ter feveral feigned attempts and repulfes, they went 
their way, affecting the utmoit chagrin at their dil- 
appointment. 


The ftratagem lured the common foldicrs, who 
looked upon the tower as in their poffeffion already, 
and prefled moft eagerly to be in action, as if there, 
had been nothing wanting but the ceremony ot 
opening the gates to make them matters of it. But 
Titus had too much penctration and difeernment 
place confidence in this pretexe for invitation, hav- 
ing made them an offer by Jofephus, but the day be. 
fore of what they now affeGed to defire, when they 
peremptorily rejected the propofal. THe therefore 
commanded his ioldiers in general to {and to cheir 
arms, and maintain their polls: but in the me 
time, fome, that were employed in the trenches, be- 
took themlelves to their weapons, and ran rowerts 
thegates. Thole, who pretended to have been cect 
let them pafs without any interruption; but 2s igen 
as they had reached the rowers on each fide of uae 
gate, the Jews followed them clofe upon the rer, 
hemmed them in within reach of ftones, darts. 9 
other miffile weapons, from their engines, plied chem 5 
with vigour, and killed and wounded great nun- 
bers, being fo pent up by thofe that prefied uped 
their backs, thac there was no getting clear of ie 
yall. Befides, through fhame and confulion ont 
one hand, and the fear of punifhment on the others 
they were hardened into a refolution of profecutils 
what they had begun, At length, after a long dil- 
pute, and with equal Jofs an both fides, the 9: 
mans forced their way through the body of oN 
Jews, who yet purfued them, in their recreate, 
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Jances, and fuch ike weapons, as far as the fepul- 
chre of Helena, and not without contemptuous re~ 
proaches for their foolifh credulity, This they did 
by waving their bucklers over their heads, and ex- 
ulting all che way with fhouts of joy and triumph. 


% 
Eddeots of The Roman foldiers, in confequence of this ae 
ferot fon, were upbraided by their officers, and reprove 
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thom THUS FY. Ticus himfelf, who, with a degree of relentment 








iphis fol- 


and indignation, thus addrefitd them : 

“ Flow comes it (lays he) that the Jews, who have 
“ nothing but their delpairsor their directors, fhould 
“ yer manage their affairs with fo much -confidera- 
“ tion, ftratagem, and fuccels? ‘The quettion is an- 
“ twered in one word: They live in obedience to 
“ their fuperiors, and in good will and union one 


* with anocher: Whereas the Romans, that have’ 


“ been hitherto fo famous for their excellent order 
“and dicipline, and confequently for their good 
“ fortune, are now fallen olf, and deiftroyed by the 
* head-itrong intemperances of their own tolly, in 
making war without officers 5 and, which is worlt 
“ of all, Cecfar himfelf to be a {pedlator of this. 
“ What a fcandal will this be to the very rules and 
“ orders of arms! Or what will my father fay, when 
“he fhall come to hear of ic? A general that, in 
“the whole courte of a long and milicary lire, ne- 
“ ver met with any thing like ic before. Now, fuch 
“is the jeverity of martial law, that ic makes it ca- 
** pical tor any man co deparc trom che ilrict rale of 
* difciplineg, even in a fmall matrer; but in this 
“caie the whole army are deterters. And be it 
* known to you all, thac, according to the ttrictnels 
* of the Roman difcipline, victory itlelf is a fcandal 
“ when it is gained without order for fighting.” 


From the manner in which ‘Vitus delivered thefe 
words, it was evident co the officers, chat he deter- 
mined co put the martial Jaw into execution 5 fo that 
the whole body of offenders gave themlelves up ier 
lott, being confcious they dejerved the jultice they 
feared. Uhe other legions, however, applicd to the 
general with petitions to behalf of their unfortunate 
1ellow-toldiers, imploring, his pardon for the failings 
ofa rath tew for the fake of a great number that 
Rood firm, upon affurance that they would atone, by 
their fucure fervices, for their pait faults. “Litus, 
upon reflection, calling to mind, that however re- 
quifite feverity might be towards individaals who 

i. were delinquents, the fame reafon did not hold good 
ao with relpect to numbers, complied wich the peti- 
~ won of the interceflors, and forgave what was patt, 
upon condition of their behaving in a more prudent, 
as Well as obedient, mannerin future; and thence- 
forward meditated means of avenging himfelf upon 
the Jews for their treachery. 

When the fpace between the Romans and the 
walls had been Jevelled, which was done in sour 
m “ays, he ordered the cheice part of his army to ad- 
mh. Vance towards the ramparts betwixt north and weit, 
| the foot drawn up infeven battalions, and the horie 
+ inthree iquadrons, with archers betwixe them. ‘This 

coving a force fufficient to prevent or repel all tallies, 

as, or courle, a fecurity for the baggage and train 
thereunto belonging. ‘Titus himfelf encamped at 
ihe diftance of two furlongs from the city, over 
againil the tower called Piephinos, upon that angle 

-0F the wall where it winds off from the north vo the 

Wellward. Le entrenched another part of his army 

towards the tower of Hfippicos, about two furlongs 

trom the city; while the tenth legion continued in 

% former ficuation upon the mount of Olives. 
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CHAP. VI. 

dion of Yernfalem. Three famous towers. A 
ecuflagration. Strudlure of the temple. Tis 
His and appurtenances. The fort of Antouia par- 
venorly defcrited. 

‘THe city of Jerufalem was fortified with three 
ba aus on thoie parts which were not encom- 
2 orth impaiiable vallics, where there was but 
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one. It was built upon two hills oppofite to each 
other, and a deep valley betwixt them covered with 
houfes. Of thele hills, that which contains the up- 
per city is much higher, and in length more direct, 
Jo that, from the ftrength of its fituation, king David 
formerly called ic “ Vhe Ciradel: but it 1s now 
called by us ‘* The Upper Market- Place.” 

The lower town is feated upon another hill, that 
bears the name of Acra, witha fleep decliviry round 
about it. Vhere was tormerly another hill over 
againit this, bue lower than Acra, and formerly 
parted from the ocher by a broad valley; bur the 
princes of the Afmonazan race caufed it to be filled 
up, being defirous of joining the city to the tem- 
ple, which by chat means overlooked and com- 
manded all the seft. The name of the atorctaid val- 
Jey, thac divides the upper town trom che lower, is 
Tyropaon: ittlretches as faras the fountain of Si- 
loam, that affords an exceHene water, and in great 
abundance. 

Vhe oldeit of the three walls was almofl impreg- 
nable, by reaton of the depth or the valley below, 
and the overhanging of the rock from above, upon 
which it was ereéted. Befides the natural advan- 
tage of the ficuation, David, Solomon, and feveral 
other princes, contributed to the further itrengthen- 
ing it by all the means of arr, induflry, and expence. 
‘This wall began on the north, at the cower of Hip- 
picos, and extended as faras a placecalled the Xiltus, 
ending at the weflern porch of the temple. It pafled 
onthe other fide, reckoning from the fame place by 
Bethlo to the Mfene-gate, and co the fouchward by 
the fountain of Siloam, where ic ttrikes off to the 
eallward, cowards the pool of Solomon, and thence 
by Ophlas to the caft porch of the temple. 


_ The fecond wall begins at Genath, a gate belong- 
ing to che former wall, and fo runs on upon the 
north fide of the city co the fore of Antonia. 


THE 


Vhe third wall began at the tower of Hippicos, 
and ran northward to that of Piephinos, over againit 
the fepulchre of Helena, queen of Adiabena, and 
mother of king Izates, paffing alone by the royal 
caverns, from the tower at the corner, towards that 
which they callthe Monumencol the l’uller, whence 
it came up co the old wallin che vale of Cedron. 
‘This wall was the work of Agrippa, for the fecurity 
of that part of the town he had built, which before 
was naked and defencelels. ‘Phecity, by this time, 
became fo populous, that its {pace was too cir- 
cumlcribed tor the inhabitants, fo that, by degrees, 
they crept ouc into a kind of fuburbs; and on the 
north fide of the temple, next the bill, their build- 
ing increalcd extremely. 


_ Phere was another hill that fronted Antonia, with 
ditches cut out of a prodigious depth betwixe them, 
fo that there was no coming ac the foundation of 
Antonia to undermine its befide that the finking 
of the trench added fo much to the height of the 
tower. ‘They gave the fourth hill the name of Be- 
zeth, or Betheida, being an enlargement only of the 
former. When this place came to be inhabited, the 
people carneftly defired to have it farcified ; and 
Agrippa, the father of the king of the fame name, 
modeled his defign, and ran up this wall about it 
that we have detcribed. But it occurring to him 
that Claudius Cailar might take fome offence and 
jealoufy at the pomp anc oftentation of fo magni- 
heent a work, Agrippa went no farther than laying 
the foundation, und fo dropped the projeét ; where- 
as, if he had purfued it, Jerufalem might never 
have been taken. 


The ftones of this wall were twenty cubits in 
Jength, and ten in breadth, and fo hard and firm, 
that they were proof againit either mining or bat- 
tery. “the wall was allo ten cubits thick, and would 
have been high in proportion, if they had perfifted 
in the work. The Jews, indeed, carried it up alter- 
wards to iwenty cubits, with battlements of two 
cubits at the top, and parapets of three, which, in 
all, make twenty-five cubits. The wall was fortified 
with pope of twenty cubits fquare, as fub{lantial ae 
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itfelf, and not inferior, for ftrength and beauty, to 
the {tones and workmanhhip of the remple. 


Thefe towers were raifed twenty cubits above the 
wall, with winding ftair-cafes leading up to them, 
convenient apartments at the top, and cifterns for 
rain water. Upon the third wall there were nincty 
towers of the fame form, and at the equal diftance 
of two hundred cubits one from another. The 
middle wall had only fourteen towers, and the old 
wall fixty. The compafs of the whole city was 
thirty-three furlongs. 


The third wall was an exquifite piece of work- 
manfhip from one end to the other; but yet not 
comparable to the tower called Pfephinos. It 
ftood upon the angle of the wall, north-weft of the 
city, upon that quarter where Titus had encamped. 
Being jeventy cubits high, it afforded, ona clear 
day, a profpect of Arabia, the fea, and uttermolt 
confines of the Hebrews. It was, in figure, an octa- 
gon ; and over againft it was the cower of Hippicos: 
and hard by it were two other towers, ereéted by kle- 
rod on the old wall, which, for magnitude, beauty, 
and ftrength, were looked upon as mafter-pieces. 
For, befides other inftances o the magnanimity an 
magnificence of this king towards the city of Je- 
rufalem, he caufed thefe to be ereéted in fo extraor- 
dinary 2 manner, to gratify a particular inclination, 
dedicating them to the memory of three perfons, tor 
whom he poffefied the greateft efteem, is brother, 
his friend, and his wife, the two former having fig- 
nalized themfelves by dying giorioufly in the field 
of battle, and the other being flain at his own in- 


ftance ina firof jealoufy. 


The tower of Hippicos, fo named from one of 
his friends, had four angles, five and twenty cubits 
in breadth, and thirty in height, and the whole body 
of it folid.. Above this was a platform of ftone ac- 
curately joined, and a receptacle for rain water of 
twenty cubits depth. On this terrace were two 
{tones of five and twenty cubits each, divided into 
feveral apartments; and over that building were 
two battlements of two cubits in height, and pa- 
rapets of three cubits all round, amounting, in the 
whole, to the height of eighty-five cubits. 


Herod called the fecond tower Phafael, from the 
name of his brother. Its breadth and height were 
forty cubits. It was folid within from top to bot- 
tom. Above this was 2 porch ten cubits high, 
fupported with arches, and embellifhed with divers 
curiofities. Over the middle of this porch was an- 
other, with elegant baths and apartments belonging 
to it, fuirable co the magnificence of the royal foun- 
der. On the top of it were battlements and forti- 
fications; the whole height of the tower falling little 
fhort of ninety cubits. It had, ara diftance, tome 
refemblance of the watch-tower of Pharos, the 
famous land-mark to thoie that failed towards 
‘Alexandria; but much larger; and at this time the 
refidence of Simon, that oppreffive tyrant. 


The third tower was Mariamne, fo called from 
the name of his queen. It was twenty cubits square, 
and 55 cubits high. It muit be allowed, that the 
ftruéture, apartments, and furniture of the orher 
two towers were pompous and elegant; but they 
were as much beneath the curiofity, beauty, and 
ornament of this, as this fell fhort of the ftrength 
of the other two, being properly adapted to the 
delicacy of the fair fex. 


Though thefe towers were very high, they ap- 
peared more fo from the place on which they were 
raifed : for the old wall hey ftood upon was itlelf 
erected upon a very high piece of ground, and thofe 
turrets were advanced upon the topof a hill that was 
yet thirty cubits higher than the ancient wall. Nor 
were they lefs admirable for the materials they were 
compoted of than the itructure. The ftones were 
neither common, or of a weight to be removed with 
hands: they were of white marble, cut out into 
planks, twenty cubits in length, ten in breadth, 
and five in depth, and put together with fuch art, 
thac there were no joints to be feen; fo that every 


diftinét tower looked like one entire piece. 
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As thefe towers were on the fouth- j 
wall, the king had thereunto sane of a Teeptag 
magnificent beyond defcription. “It was enclatd a 
with a wail thirty cubits high, and adorned a 
turrets, of the beft workmanthip, planted around 
at an equal diftance one from the other, with eleg: a 
apartments, and fpacious halls for public enternin: 
ments. There was an incredible collection of che 
choiceft marble, for variety of colours, that could 
poffibly be purchaied. ‘Ihe roofs were wonderful 
both for the length of the beams, and the {plendour 
of their ornaments. Vhe number of aiparanente 
was very great, and they were amply furnifhed with 
whatever could tend to clegance or convenience 
There were porches and galleries in abundance. 
leading in a kind of circle from one to another. and 
in each of them a row of pillars. The courts, thac 
lay to the open air, had the agreeable profpeét of di- 
vers groves, and many nurferics of plants, long and 
pleafant walks, befet with cifterns, fountains pipes 
and brazen figures tiTuing forth water, with flights 
of tame pigeons gathering about it for refrethment 
But, indeed, it is impoffible to give a compleat de- 
{cription of this fumptuous palace: befides, ir is 
irkfome to call to remembrance the devattation that 
was made of” it by an impious crew of incendiaries 
and traitors. This conflagration was not the work -: 
ot the Romans, but a band of mitcreants, as we have 
already obferved, upon the breaking out of thele 73 
tumults, who burnt all from the fort of Antonia, ; 
and then carrying the fire into the palace, fer the 
roofs of the three towers in a blaze. 







The temple, as before obferved, was built upona p-: 
very hard rock, which was fo fleep, that, at firlt, « 
there was f{carce ground on the top fufficient for the “** 
facred fabric, and the enclofure that was to be about 
ic. When king Solomon erected this edifice, he 
commanded the running up a wall to the eaftward of 
it to keep up the earth; and having thus far fecured 
it, he built a porch upon the rampart. There was 
not as yet any other fortification ; but the people 
carrying up mould from time to time, the banks be- 
caine greatly enlarged. They broke down, fome 
time after this, the north-wall, and took in as much 
ground thereto as ferved, at length, for the founda- 
tion of the whole temple. 


Thedefign fucceeded fo much beyond expectation, 
that they encompaffed the hill with three walls, aca 
prodigious expence of time and trealure : for it was 
not only the work of ages, but the whole mais of r- 
ligious oblations from all parts of the world, to the 
honour and fervice of the Moit High, was expende 
upon this undertaking, computing the charge as 
well of the upper as ot the lower temple, which lat- 
ter was erected upon a foundation of three hundred 
cubits deep; but the depth did not appear, as the 
valley was now filled up to the very level of the 
{treets in the city. The ftones, provided for this in- 
menfe work, were forty cubits in length, which 
proves, upon the whole, that liberality, conltancy’ 
and perfeverance can effect attonifhing things. 


_As the foundations were wonderful, fo the mag: 7 
nificence of the fuperftructure was not inferior 10°" 
that of the ground-work. ‘Whe galleries were @ 
double, upheld by pillars of white marble, all of4 
piece, and five and twenty cubits in height, wain- 
{cotted with cedar, mott curioufly carved, fo that 
they exhibited a moft elegant view to the {pectstor, 
They were all thirty cubits over, and fix furlongs 
the whole compats of them, including the cower 0 
Antonia. Theleentire courts, that wereexpoted tote 
air, were laid with ittones of all forts: but the fecon 
court was lined on each fide with fione balluttraces 
of three cubits high, delicarely wrought, and highly 
polifhed. In this paffage were {everal pillars, di. 
pofed ia regular form and order, with moral pre: 
cepts inferibed upon them in Latin and Greek, ae 
pofitively forbidding {trangers to enter into tit 
holy place; for the fecond court was called the {anc 
tuary, and was alcended by fourieen tteps above 
firtt. The figure of it was four-iquare, with a wo" 
peculiar to itlelf, which, though forty cubits ae 
out, was but twenty-five within, the place belts 


covered with iteps that Jed to afcend it. This. . 
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being built upon an advanced ground, with fteps to 
it, partéof the infide was fo obfcured by the hill, 
char it could not be difcerned. At the top of thete 
fourteen tteps there was a plain level of three hun- 
dred cubits up to the wall, and from thence five 
tteps more to the gates of the temple. There were 
alfo four from the north, as many from the fouth, 
and two from the eatt. 


The women had an oratory, or place of worfhip, 
by chemielves, with a particion wall to it, and two 
gates, one to the fouth, and che other to the north, 
which were the two only paflnges of entrance for the 
women; aor were they permitted to pals their own. 
‘V'his place was free indifferently to women, inhabi- 
tants as well as {trangers, that came hither on pur- 
pofes of devotion: ‘The weft fide was a dead wall, 
without any door at all. Beewixt the aforefaid gates, 
and over againtt the wall, near the treafury, there 
were galleries, with ttately pillars to dupport them, 
fingle, and, excepting their magnitude, not inferior 
to those of the lower court. 


Some of the gates were plated over with gold and 
filver, pofts, fronts and all: but there was one with- 
out the temple of Corinthian brafs, which was 
much the richer metal of the three. There were 
double doors to every gate, each thirty cubits high, 
and fifteen broad. They were wider within, and 
had drawing rooms on each hand, of thirry cubits 
fquare, after the manner of turrets, upwards of, 
twenty cubits high, each of them borne up with pil- 
lars of twelve cubits in thicknefs, the other gates 
being of the fame dimenfions in proportion. As to 
the Corinehian portal, on the eait-fide of the remple, 
where the women entered, it was certainly the largeft 
and mott magnificent of them all, being fifty cubits 
high, and the gold and filver plates upon it more 
fubttantial than thofe that Alexander, the father of 
Tiberius, laid uponthe other'nine. There were fit 
teen (teps which led from the wall of the court of 
the women to the greater gate, whereas thole that 
led thicher from the other gates were five fteps 
fhorter. 


' The holy temple itfelf, called emphatically the 
tty. fanctuary, was placed in the middle, with twelve 
ficps to afcend it. The height of ic was an hundred 
cubits, and the breadth as many in the front; but 
behind ic wanted forty of that number. The height 
of the firft gate was ieventy cubits, and twenty-five 
over; but it had no doors, being an emblem vifible 
and open to the whole world. The front and out- 
fides were gilt; nor was there any ching in the 
niddle of the temple that had not a brilliant luftre. 


The inner part was divided into two partitions. 
The firit of them in fight was open to the top, 
which was ninety cubits in height, forty in length, 
and twenty in breadth. There were lavers and 
branches of vines over head, and large cluiters of 
Srapes thac hung pendant, between five and fix feet 
deep, all of gold. The other partition of the tem- 
ple, being ceiled above, appeared the lower of the 
two. ‘The doors allo of it were of gold, fifty-five 
cubits in height, and fixteen in breadth, witha piece 
of Babylonian tapeftry hanging before them of the 
Jame dimenfions, interwoven with blue, purple, and 
fcarlet, ina moft curious manner. Nor was this 
mixture of colours without a myftical interprera- 
ton, as ic alluded to the four elements, cither by 
the colours themfelves, or the matter of which they 
Were compofed; the {carlet reprefenting the fire, 
the ilk the earth that produced it, the azure the 
air, and the purple the fea from whence it comes. 
“o that this veil, or hanging, was, in miniature, an 
emblem of the univerfe. 


 Phis entrance led to the lower part of the temple; 
tae height and length of it was fixty cubits, and 
the breadth twenty. This length of fixty cubits 
Was then fubdivided into two unequal parts, one of 
sorty cubits, and the other of twenty. The former 
part, of forty cubits, had in it the three wonders that 
had been celebrated over the whole world 3; thecan- 
dleftick, the table of fhew-bread, and the altar of 
incenie, The candleftick had feven branches all 
out of the fame ftem, with feven lights, reprefenting 


or 








rue J E W S. : 


the feven planets. The twelve loaves of fhew-bread, 
upon the table, pointed at the twelve figns of the zo- 
diack, and the courfe of the year. By the thirteen 
forts of perfumes in the cenfer upon the altar of in- 
cente, with which the fea replenifhed it, we are 
given to underitand, that the Almighty Creator is 
fovereign of the univerfe, and thac all things are 
formed for his honour and fervice. 


The inner part of the temple being only twenty 
cubits in height, was alfo divided by a veil from the 
other: nor was any man permitted to enter, or fo 
much as look into it. It was called the Sanétuary, 
or Holy of Holies. Upon the fides of this lower 
temple there were feveral apartments leading from 
one to another, with three ttories over head, and pal- 
fages into them out of the great portal. The upper 
part, being narrower than the other, could not have 
the convenience of the fame order of chambers ; 
but ic was forty cubits higher, chough che lefs fplen- 
did of the two. ‘Vhus we colleét that the whole 
height, including the fixty cubits frum the floor, 
amounted to an hundred cubits. 


The curiofity and beauty of the outfide of the 
temple was charming to a degree, being faced ever 
where with fubftantial golden plates, that fparkled 
like the beams of the fun, and dazzled the eye of the 
beholder. “Where there was no gilding, the parts 
were {fo delicately white, that ic appeared, ata dif- 
tance, to travellers, like a marble mountain, or pil- 
lar of fnow. The roof was covered with fharp- 
pointed fpikes, to prevent any pollution by birds fit- 
ting upon it. Some of the ftones of this building 
were forty-five cubits in length, five in height, and 
fix in breadth. ; 


_ Lhe altar before the temple was fifteen cubits 
high, and forty !quare, with four angles to it, refem- 
bling horns. ~The paffage to the altar was by anin- 
fenfible acclivity. I was formed without any iron 
tool. There was a partition raifed of ftone-work, 
curioufly wrought, and of one cubic in height, en- 
clofing she emble; or the fanétuary and the altar, 
and feparating the people from the priells. No un. 
clean perfons, cither male or female, were fullered jn 
the temple, or even in the city; nor were men al- 
lowed to enter the inner temple without being firlt 
purified, and even then allo they were not to mix 
with the priefts. 

Thofe of the facerdotal race, that were hindered 
by any defect from the cxercife of their function, 
took their places with thole that had none, and had 
their allowance in common with the reft, but under 
the diltinction of a lay habit: for no man is allowed 
to wear the veflments of a prieft, but he that ac- 
tually executes the office. 

The priefts that miniftered in the temple, and at 
the altar, wereto be menexemplary in their lives and 
converfation, and without cither fcandal or blemifh. 
Vheir cloathing was to be fine linen, and they were 
to be abflemious and temperate in their eating and 
drinking,out of reverence to their holy function. The 
high-prieft went up, with the other priefts, to the 
altar every feventh day, upon the firft day of every 
month, and_upon all public anniverfary feltivals 
when he officiated in a veil girt about him, and 
hanging down over part of his thighs, with a linen 
veil under it, that reached down to the ground. On 
both thefe he wore a large violet coloured garment. 
fringed atthe bottom, and golden bells and pome- 
Sranates interchangeably faftened to it; the bells 
reprefenting the thunder, and the other the lighten. 
ing. His pectoral, or girdle, that tied the Sarment 
to the breaft, was embroidered with five rows of 
variegated colours, as gold, purple, {carlet, linen 
and violet, which were the colours alfo of the veils 
of the temple. , 


The like embroidery was upon the ephod; butir 
had more gold in it, its form refembling ‘thar of a 
breaft piece. It was bound together with two gol- 
den buckles, and fet with the largelt and richeft far- 
donyx ftones that could be procured, with the names 
of the twelve tribes of Ifrael infcribed upon them. 
‘There were alfo four rows of emeralds hangingdown 
in the order of three and three in a row; that is ro 
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fay, a fardonyx, a topaz, and an emerald; a car- 
buncle, a jafper, and a fapphire; an agate, ame- 
thyit, and a lynx; an onyx, a beryl, and a chryfo- 
lite, with the fame names upon them re{pectively as 
before. He had upon his head a filken tiara, with a 
crown over it of a violet colour, and another crown 
over that of gold, with the facred name of the Deity 


engraven upon it. 


he high-prieft’s ordinary habit was not fo rich 
and magnificent; the grand veftments were only 
put on tor the annual jolemnity, and when he en- 
tered into the holy of holies, which day was ftriétly 
obferved as arcligious fait. 

The fort of Antonia was built in an angle betwixt 
the two galleries of the firft temple, looking weit 
and north. Ic was raifed upon a rock of fifty cu- 
bits in height, inacceMibly tteep on all hands, and, in 
fine, the greateft of Herod’s works, both for magni- 
ficence and contrivance. The rock was faced with 
thin {cales of marble from the bottom to the top, 
both for ornament and fecurity, as it was fo Nippery 
there was no poffibility of afcending or defcending 
it. This tower was enclofed with a wall only of 
three cubits high, and within that compafs ftood 
the fort of Antonia, of forty cubits, with the ftate, 
iplendor, and conveniencics of a court, containing 
apartments and offices for all purpoles, with {pacious 
halls and places of parade for the ule and fervice of 
acamp: fo that, in. point of accommodation, it 
might be deemed a city rather than a fort; and, in 
point of magnificence, it vied even witha palace. It 
bore, upon the whole, the refemblance of a tower, 
and was encompaffed with four other towers atequal 
diftances from each other, andonetromevery corner. 
Three of them were fifty cubits in height; but the 
fourth, that looked to the fouthward and eaftward, 
was feventy, and from thence had a view of the 
whole temple. From the place where. the galleries 
joined them were, upon the right and left, paffages 
tor the foldiers to go down to the temple. For when 
the Romans were matters of Jerufalem, there were 
guards pofted {till at that quarter to prevent fedi- 
tions upon their public feltivals and meetings. Vhe 
temple commanded the city, as Fort Antonmiacom- 
manded the temple. ‘Vhis place had a guard upon 
its and Elerod’s palace was as good as a fort to the 
upper town. The hill Bethelda was cut off from 
Antonia, and joined to part of the new_ town, and 
was the only place that hindered the fight of che 
temple on the north fide. Let this then fuffice for 
adefcription of ,the city of Jerufalem and its ap- 
purtenances. 

CHAP. VH. 

Simons party greaily increajed. ‘Fobiz is poffelfed of the 
temple. The faétions are as violeut as ever, though 
the Romais ave at the very gates of the city. Titus 
lakes a furvey, iit oraer to wake aneffault. Nicanor 
being bafely wounded, Titus ineditates revenge. Or- 
ders three attacks. The factions fall heavy on the 
Roman engineers. Titus fupports them. The Ro- 
mans beaten back to their coup. <A party of Alexai- 
drians recover the honour of the day. Titus forces 
the Fees into tbe city. 


CPF, party of the feditious Jews, under Simon, 

amounted to ten thoutand men, befides Idumz- 
ans, which were five thoufand more, comprizing in 
the whole fifteen thouland. Theten thoutand Jews 
had fifty commanders, of whom Simon. was chief. 
The other five thoufand, under twenty officers, were 
the moft daring of the whole faction, The princi- 
pals were James, the fon of Sofias, and Simon, the 
fon of Cathilas. 


John was now in poffeflion of the remple, with 
fix thouland men, under the command of twenty 
principal officers. There came into him alfo two 
thoufand four hundred of the zealots, who enlifted 
thenielves under Eleazar, whom they had former- 
ly ferved, and Simon, the fen or Arinus. 





Boox Vi, 


In this oppofition of the two parties the people 
were common robbers, and thofe who were aac 
ably difpofed were plundered by both faAtions, $i. 
mon was now matter of the upper town, and the 
great wall as far as Cedron, and as much of the old ; 
wall as bent from Siloam to the eaft, and reached 
down to the palace of Monobazus, who was pane 
of the Adiabenians, a people beyond the Euphrate 
He was poffeffed alfo of the hill of Acra che feat 
of the lower town, as far as the palace of queen He 
lena, the mother of Monobazus. But John, in ihe 
mean time, held the remple, and the places there: 
unto adioining. As for Ophlas, the vale of Cedron, 
and what lay between him and Simon, it was all 
confumed to afhes, and could only ferve as a {pot 


-Simoa of 
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for aétion. 


Though the Romans were at this time drawn up 
at the very gates or Jerufalem, internal fedition did 
not ceale. ‘he enemy preffing upon them, brought 
them fometimes to a degree of reflection and mode. 
ration; but, upon the leaft fufpenfion of affaulr, they * 
relapied into fa¢tions amongft themielves, and an 
tended together upon tormer_ pretenfions, They 
tended to the advantage of the Romans, as they 
treated each other with more malignity than they 
were treated by the common enemy, and were in {o 
wretched a ftate that they had no new calamity to 
fear. They were reduced to harder extremities, in- 
deed, before the city was totally deftroyed: but the 
Romans atchieved a much greater exploit than the 
taking ofthe city; for, if the feditidn deftroyed the 
city, the Romans deitroyed that very fedition, which 
was a far greater work than the bare demolition of 
the walls: fo that, in faét, the Jews themfelves 
brought this ruin on their own heads; and the Ro- 
mans were only the executioners of Divine juftice 
upon them for their wickednefs. 

Tye Tissuls 


While affairs were in this pofture in the city, 
tus, witha {elect party of horfe, took the whole tour ne 
of the walls, to Hnd out upon what quarter it lay pen 
moft expofed to an attack. It was cotally inaccel- 
fible, hc obterved, by the way of the vallies; and on 

the other fide, the firtt vale was fo firm as to repel 

the force of battery. After fome paufe, he pitched 
upon that part of the line towards the fepulchre of 
John, the high-pricit, as the moft- convenient place 
tor an affaule, the firft wall being lower there, and 
likewife cut ofF from the fecond wall; for chey had 
negleéted the fortifying it, the new city being but 
thin of inhabitants. Flere alfo was an eafy paffage 
to the third wall, and fo to the upper town; and, 
with the help of tort Antonia, they might take the 
very temple ittelf. 





While Titus was weighing thefe matters in his 
mind, one of his particular friends, by name Ni- 
canor, was wounded in his left fhoulder by an ar- 
row from the wall, as he was endeavouring, together 
with Jofephus, to perlfuade the Jews to pacific mea- 
fares. Titus was fo tranfported at this inftance of 
ingratitude towards thofe that endeavoured to per- 
fuade them to what tended to their own preferva- « 
tion, that he immediately determined on a mott vi- 
gorous profecution of the ficge. He alfo, at the 
jame time, gave his foldiers leave to pillage, and let 
the fuburbs on fire, ordering them to make ule ot 
the rubbifh and ruins for works and platforms. He 
divided his army into three bodies, affigning to cacn 
divifion their employments and {tations. He difpoled 
of his archers and flingers in the midft of the banks 
that were then raifing, with engines to cait javelins, 
darts, and ftones betore them.” This ferved for two 
purpoles, either to repel the enemies fallies, or 1 
hold them in play upon the walls. “The trees were 
all cut down, the fuburbs laid naked in an inftant, 
and the timber employed in raifing the banks. ihe 
whole army, in Gne, were bufily engaged 10 theit 
works, nor were the Jews idle at fo important 4 
crifis. 

Thofe of the citizens of Jerufalem, who had been 
formerly expofed to robberies and mu rders, finding 
the faétion fo wholly taken upin their own deiences 
began to flatter themfelves with fome prolpeat ts 
eale, in the very hope that the Romans theafelves. 
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: if chey obtained the victory, would be avenged on Titus, in this confufion, difpatched, with all ex- 
thofe who had been the auchors of their miferies. pedition, aparry of horfe and archers upon the gua ard a rey ate 
of the engines, to keep off ae and, by holding , Dees 

John’s party made a_refolute defence againit che 

aflailants; but he bimielf durit not tir out ot the 

tte temple, for fear of Simon. Simon, being, pofled next 

vw ghe enemy, was never out or aétion. fie planted 

» all along the wall the engines he had formerly taken 

from Ceitius, and out or the Jort of Antonia. But 

they were of little advantage to the people, through 

a wantot underitanding the right ule and manage- 

ment of them, as all the (kill they: had was derived 

from the information of 2 deferter. ‘Vhey plied 

them, however, fo as to gall the enemy nee the 

raniperts with arrows and flones, dally ing out 2lto 

in {mall parties, and entering into dhirm thes with 


the Jews in pl ay upon the walls, leave the engineers 
at liberty to do execution. Bur all chis bartering: 
mace litle or no imprefion, One ram, of the fitch 
leoton, indecd, frook che corner of @ tower, but 
wichoutany damage to the walliticlt; for the cower 
bemg much Iigher than the wall, 1 fell without 
drawing any pare of the wall after it. 








Vhe Jews having, for a. fhort cime,, intermitted 
their fallies, the Romans hiyputed ic either to fear 
or wearinels, and fo became indolent and inatren- 
tive, as ina ilate of jecurity. But when the fews 
obierved this from the town, and that they were 
featecred and out of order, they made a furious fally ‘The Ro- 
fiom the tower of } Lippicos, fet fire to their works, yg 
and, in che heat of this tuccels, forced the affailants reputed to 
back to their veryeamp. Lhe alarm {pread tmiic- ir camp. 
diately throughout the whole army, and the Ro- 
mans, fergnd near, drew prefeatly together, tor the 
relict of their companions. “Phe 4 erand conniet was 
about the engines, how to burn: them on the ene 
fide, and fave chem on the other. 
with outerics from both patties, and many brave conte 
men fell in the encounter, butthe Jews were niuch abou the 
the bolder and more adventurous, ‘The 
length ieized the engines, 





i the Romans, who, on the other fide, covered their 
k. workmen with hurdles. 


The Roman legions had engines of wonderful can- 
trivance to re epel | ‘the efforts of the enemy, and ei- 
p.ctally the tenth, not only for the caliingy of large 
jignes, but throwing then more forcibly, and toa 
greater diilance, every flone calk by thele cagines 
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was of a talent weight, and did execution ot only | 
et hand, but at the top of the walls ! 
though at the diftance of a furlong, and here ic 
fell ic carried a whole file before it. “Phe Jews were 
IF 
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Foes 
' Ee its by tlic HORE thes Pade initheatrenid: eis ety tock with atl a aclone to a 
r from the notice given them by the wate Limen placed ‘Al en cen fupporced by a cheice party © 
y on the walls, who had inflrudlions to ablerve ie 4 exundrian troops, who performed wonders upon 
F play ing thele engines, and when any of then ak te ocentols and bad a great fhare in che honcur 
= difcharged, to exe laim, in che mother Conzuc, *) Phe Ow gt n, 
i flone comes ‘Phis gave every man thie to fecure | This was the flate of things, ull che Seneral hint- 
i hinglelt. ‘he Romans, atter this, dileoloured the | Jel, with a fee body of horie, ae Ne kee the caemys 
ie flopes, that they mighe not be ditcavercd in then; New twelve men with his own ha; and drave che 
‘ courte, aad, by means of that invented, famcomes | rell betore him into the qty. OF an xP Toit was the 
Ie flew teveral jews aco: ie blow. But; lw asnotlaficient faving of the enpanes. Ys hap; eHING In this encoun- 
4 to divert them irom oppofing the progrels of “the | ter that a Jew was token alive, “Vitus one hig 
i enemy inraifing cheir banks, for they pertifled, mighic ro be cruciticd berore the wall, to try how far loch 
é and day’, in doing all that was poflible ro be done, by | an exemph: wy terror mihe work upon the ret. But 
i policy and courage, to obllruct their proceedings. jf) alter the Fews were reted, John, a principal officer 
e Ag feon as the Romans had comoleared their ws the tetra aos, ashe was talhing with a folder 
4 works, the ‘ meatured the diftance irons the bank to a ae tn . a alls, sea thot with an a through 
4 ihe wall by the lead and line, tor it could net be ie eee ra | Arabian, to the great grict of all 
: deh oiherwile, s there was no appreachin® iran | i ‘ se in, being aman eminent {or r his valour 
§  aesoune of the arrows and darts that we i thewercl ne sy lesen, 
fe Gown trom above. When they found the on pits 
ke could reach the walls, Litus ordered them “ fas Cc ; 
y pooh up, and le wed att proper dituinces, bue ATA ONTIE 
Pte ihe Ghicels, t thac they might have more liberty 
; Gaba. | lereupon they tee three batterics ta work Phe Renans are alarned by the fall of « tow in ihe 
‘ aba tune Upon three {everal parts of the wall. “1 he Hig, Phe Lows are greatly annoyed fi ‘ont the towngs 
: tin ble nole of the engines was heard throu@hout Whe ‘ . 
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A, : . Pass pethls Me onnae 
and che : rctions crembled with apprehenfions, “PF he be il fa thes; bul the Roman difeipline prevails agaist 
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i Guided gacibers oF this fetition, finding Caoantelwes tenerily. Attachment af Sinams gen lo theér 
| ONpute ct ee vie common career, decmncd it exprecti- hetieer, Mxteaordinary for titiude of Lang ints. 

) ERE to gaia in one common detence, “They were now 

2 (CNiole chat, as they went on, they wore Ree te HERE happened the next niphra dreadful tue 


vw degign of the enemy s and that, if they cou ki muliodn the iooman camp. 


fof Cann: Coa Final ae commod: ution, 1 Was in dijpen- A rs for the raifing three rowers, 


My neechaty, at prelent, to join uadodaneatly 
anit tbe aeQMains. 


Titus bad epivea 
of fifty cubits, 
upon tice feveral ramparts, fads to have the com. 
inand of the town wall in the dead of the night Li 
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- Moen, Upon this, difpatched a mefienger 10 mic OF Thcle rowers Lal dawn tet 






pages te 
i Vad acl the ¢ Ground with lo tareted by 
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The factions coaleleed immediately wpbon this 
Mette, and lasing: afide, pardicntar qtuurels, 
deat up to the wails ina fall body. When 
J tat polled theomlelves for their inl jales they 
hettheir fires and tarches upon the bain e ‘1 
“th s preffing rarioufly upon chofe who had the 
Mion ov then, with darts and other we ee 
itt iatermifion. | Nay, in the beat oi their 
aid refolution, the Jews leaped dowil ¢ lefpe- 
“OR Trony the walls in Croops upean the SOHECHS 
viure all they covers, and broke in upon the 


vty that were to defend them. 
SO. jo 


and every one demanded Of his neighbour the 
© \WWatchword? with ereatt earneflnets. and wit] 
the dame darnalicy and Nricinels, i ; 
had Mavaded their camp, “Phey lay under the con- 
(lerpation of chis panic ail ‘Pitus was informed of 
the whole matter, dnd made the much of it public 
ny | FFOCIAMATION: Dhis, with fome dificule pout 
an vill 4 the conmmotion, ata 
‘Phe Jews flood firm again all dificulries but 
thate of the towers, which could nat be difputed, the pew 
ee voided, From thence the ry were galled by all ce ahoead 
hinds of enpines, archers, esc. while they. hud trom he 
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W ARS oF 
remedy againft them; for it was impoffible for them 
to carry up the platform to the height of thefe 
turrets: they were alfo too f{lrong and heavy to be 
overturned; nor could they be burned, as they were 
plated with iron. The Jews had, therefore, only to 
retire out of reach of the darts, arrows, and ftones, 
without endeavouring to oppofe the force of the 
battering, rams, which, through the fhock of re- 
peated itrokes, at length prevailed. 


The Romans had one formidable engine, which 
the Jews called Nicon, or the conqueror, and it was 
this that made the firft breach. The befieged were, 
by this time, fo fpent with watching and fighting, 
(having been upon duty all night,) thar, becwixt 
difpofition and ill advice, they came to an agree- 
ment among themfelves to quit the firft wall, hav- 
ing two others yet to cruft to. 


Upon this they retired, and the Romans mounted 
the breach that the Nicon had made, and after that 
opened the gates to the whole army, the Jews being 
all withdrawn to the fecond wall. Thus did the 
Romans get poffeffion of the firft wall on the fit- 
teenth day of the fiege, which was the feventh day 
of the month Artemefius, when they demolifhed 
great part of it, as they did of the northern parts of 
the city, which Celtius had ravaged before. 


Titus, being now removed to a place they call 
the Camp of the Affyrians, poffefled himfelf of all 
betwixt that and the valley of Cedron, fomething 
more than a bow-fhot from the fecond wall, refolv- 
ing from thence to begin his attack, and accord- 
ingly immediately entered upon it. The Jews 

ofted themfelves upon the wall, and made a gal- 
ant refiftance. John, and his party, engaged in the 
fortrefs of Antonia, and at the north fide of the 
temple, from the fepulchre of Alexander. Simon, 
and his party, maintained the paffage from the mo- 
nument of John, the high-prieft, to the gate, by 
which water is conveyed to the tower of Hippicos. 
The Jews mace feveral defperate fallies, and 
fought clofely with the Romans a confiderable 
times; but the difcipline of the latter overcame the 
inexperience and temerity of the former, who were 
therefore repulfed with great lofs, only upon the 
walls they had the better of them. ‘The Romans had 
both fortune and conduct on their fide; but the 
Jews fupported themfelves by a kind of defpairing 
ferocity, and a hardinels againtt fatigue and danger. 

It is farther to be confidered, that the Jews 
fought for life and fafety, the Romans for victory 
and honour, and they were neither of them to be 
tired out; for approaches, affaults, fallies, and com- 
bats of every kind, were their daily exercifes. They 
began with the dawn of the day, and fo continued 
till night parted them, when both fides were kept 
waking; the one from fear of their walls, che other 
from tear of their camps all nightin arms, and the 
hext morning, by day-light, ready for a battle. 


The Jews valued themfelves fo much upon con- 
tempt of death and danger, that they made it a point 
of emulation, who fhould dare moft, as the only 
way to ingratiate themfelves with their fuperiors. 
Such were the fear and reverence they had for Si- 
mon, that all and every man of his party would have 
died at his feet, if he had but faid the word; nay, 
would have been their own executioners. As to the 
Romans, they were fo accuftomed to victory, that 
they fcarcely knew what it was to be overcome; jo 
that they needed no other incentive to behave gal- 
lantly than experience and fucceis. Befides, war 
was familiar and habitual to them, by the continual 
exercife of arms in the fervice of a glorious empire, 
which, with the prefence and affittance of a martial 
prince, over and above all the reft, could not but in- 
{pire them with more than ordinary courage. What 
could be more infamous than cowardice under fo 
gallant a leader? Or what more glorious, on the 
other hand, thanthe bounty and efteem of a leader 
famed for great and noble exploits ? Such ardour 
and ambition have traniported heroic {pirits to foar 
to daring attempts almott beyond human power. 


Vhere was, at this time, a ftrong body of Sews 


drawn up before the walls, and they were come with- 
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in diftance of exchanging weapons with the Ro 
mans. While they were engaging, Longinus, one 
of the equeftrian order, rode into the midft of the 
enemy, and flew two of their braveft officers. One 
of them he {truck through the jaw with his lance. 
and ran the other through the body with the fame 
weapon, coming off to his party without a wound 
He gained renown by this aétion, and infpired 
others with a generous emulation of following his 
example. © 


The Jews, at this time, were fo intent, throve 
defpair, of doing mifchief, that they were hedge 
of what they fuffered, and jet death irfelf at defiance 
if they had but one life in exchange for another’ 
But Titus, on the other hand, had regard to the 
lives of his men as well as the obtaining of victory, 


Boox VI, 


Heroic ag 
tion of 
Onginus, 


and juftly looked upon an inconfiderate temerity a5 - 


another kind of defperation. Nor would he deem 
any exploit truly valiant that was not direéted by 
caution or prudence. . 


CHAP. 


Caftor, a bold, crafty, and treacherous Few, imposes cu 
the humanity of Titus. Makes bis efcape through 
the very flames. Mercy mifapplied, bad policy. 


[Plrys having ordered one of his engines to be 
pointed againft the middle of the rower, on the 
north-fide of the city, it poured in fuch fhowers of 
arrows upon the befieged, that they all quitted their 
pofts ; but a certain crafty Jew, whofe name was 
Caftor, and ten others like himtelt, lay in ambuth be- 
hind the battlements. Being alarmed by a violent 
fhock, that caufed the tower to totter under them, 
they arofe, and Caftor, in bchalf of himfelf and the 
reft, addreffed Titus, in the pofture and language of 
an imploring fupplicant, for mercy and pardon. The 
Roman general, from a principle of moderation and 
candour, thinking that the ews repented of their 
rafhnefs and obftinacy, ordered a flop both to the 
engine and che archers, and gave Caftor to under- 
{ftand that he was difpofed to hear what he had to 
offer. The fubtle Jew fubmiffively affured him 
that he defired nothing fo earneftly as atreaty. Ti- 
tus cordially affented, and told him, that, if his com- 
panions were of the fame mind, he was ready to 
grant them his pardon. Five of the ten diffembled 
with their principal: che other five exclaimed, that, 
while they could die free, they would never live 
flaves. This occafioning a fufpenfion of the attack, 
Caitor, in the interval, fenc privately to Simon, and 
informed him that he had now time to deliberate on 
future meafures, as he would delude the Roman _ge- 
neral, under the pretext of advifing thofe of lus 
affociates, who remained inflexible, to come into 
terms of peace. 


The artful Jew performed his part with admirable 
adroitnefs; {words were drawn by the contending 
parties, blows given, and men apparently flain. Ti 
tus, and thofe about him, were amazed at the obfti- 
nacy and hardinefs of the Jews; nor could they re- 
frain from compaffionating their milerable ftate: 
burt being upon the lower ground, they could nat 
fee fo diltinétly what was done above. While this 
paffed, Caftor, being wounded with an arrow upon 
the noie, drew it out, and held ic up to Titus, as an 
appeal to him for jultice. The noble Roman i 
fented the feeming injury to fuch a degree, that i 
ordered Jofephus, who itood by him, to go to Cattor, 
with affurance, in his name, of amity and aay 
ter. Jolephus begged to decline the com 
and diffuaded his friends from going upon AS aon 
them, that the pretended fubmiffion was foun a i. 
a fraudulenc defign. Eneas, however, ont 0 te 
deferters to the Romans, undertook to go uren 
invitation of Caftor, who promifed him a or be 
for the execution of his commiffion. UTE 
thefe terms, Eneas hafted, and had no Oe tat 
himielf in a potture to receive the egies all 
Cattor dropt a huee ftone down from, the aed 
which Eneas with difficulty avoided; bue it wourte 


a foldier who ftood near him. When Tituss rh 
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this means, detected the delufion, he was convinced 
of the danger of humanity’ mifapplied, and, per- 
tuaded that rigour was the beft defence againit fate 
words and plaulible pretences to avenge hint 
upon Caftor and his companions, he ordered the 
engines to be plied with greater violence than before. 
The treacherous accomplices finding che cower tot- 
ter, and ready to fink under them, fet 1t on fire, and 
wa made their efcape into a vaule through the very 
i- flames. From this laft exploit the Romans were as 
re much aftonifhed at, their refolution, as they had 


* been incenfed at their treachery. 


Titus made himfelf mafter of this part of the 
wall within five days after taking the firft; and 
now finding the way open. to the fecond wall, he 
drove out the Jews before him, and, with a thoujand 
choice men, entered the town, and pafled through 
the cloth-market, and other avenues, up to the wall. 
Tf Titus had immediately demolifhed the greater 
part of this wall, as by the martial law he might 
have done, he would have obtained the victory at 
an ealy rate. Butconfidering the miferable itate of 
the Jews, on the one hand, if they ftood it out, and 
the fecurity of their retreat, on the other, if they 
were difpoled to fly, he once again relented, in con- 
fidence that they would be duly fenfible of his cle- 
mency, nor treat aan with treachery and_ingrati- 
tude, the man to whom they owed the prelervation 
of their lives. 


CHAP. X, 


Extraordinary humanity of Titus. Malice and ca- 
luniny of the faction. The Fews overcome the Ro- 
mans in an encounter. Titus recovers the day. The 
Romans gain the fecoud wall, but are quickly repilfed. 
Famine a greater calamity to the Jews than the war. 
Titus carries the fecond wall on the fourth day of 
affault. 


HE Roman general, having entered the town, 
would not permit his foldiers fo much as to 


ny 


hoe 


sof put to death one prifoner, or Jet fire to one houle: 


nay, he was fo candid to the very faction, that he 
left them at liberty to contend the point in difpute, 
provided they did not force or opprefs the people. 
He promited che inhabitants alfo, at the fame time, 
to maintain them in their lawful poffeffions, and to 
reftore to them what had been taken from chem. 


Thefe propofals.were generally acceptable; fome 
defiring the city might be {pared for their own fakes, 
others that the temple might be fpared for the fake 
of the city. Bur this humanity and tendernefs was 

4 imputed, by the obdurate and _relentlets faétion, to 
a pufillanimity in the general, whom they repreiented 
“as having offered thele conditions, becaufe he was 
apprehenlive he could not perteét his defign of re- 
ducing the city. They allo threatened thofe with 
death who fhould even throw outa hine of a fur- 
render, 





The Romans were no fooner got into the town, 
than the Jews annoyed them by divers means, fuch 
as blocking up the narrow pafles, galling them fron: 
the tops of the houfes, and forcing the guards, by 
fallies from the walls, to quit their towers, and retire 
to the camp. Never was greater confufion and out- 
cry than betwixt the foldiers within the town in 
the midit of their enemies, and thole without the 
town for fear of their companions within... Vhe 
Jews, being more numerous, and better acquainted 
with the byc-ways and fecret paffes, than the Ro- 
mans, had the advantage of them in their en- 
- counters and the breaches not being wide enough 
“"" to march out many a breatt, they were fo hampered 

in the crowd, that they would have been cut to 
Pieces, if Titus had not come to their relief By 
potting a body of archers at the end of every ftreer, 
and taking place himielf where there was moft dan- 
Ser, with Domitius Sabinus for his fecond, (2 man 
emiment for his valour,) they held the Jews in play 
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with their darts and lances, till they brought off 
their men under cover of that diverfion. Thus 
were the Romans, after gaining the fecond wall, 
again repulled. 


_ The refolute part of the citizens, flattered therm- 
felves into an opinion, upon their fuccels, that the 
Romans would never venture into the city again, 


and thac 


if they kept within ic themtelves, they 


fhould not be any more conquered. Bur theie de~ 
voted objects ecm to have been judicially infatu- 
ated, or they would have confidered, that the Ro- 
mans, whom they had lately wortted, bore no com- 


parifon, 1 
they had 
dreadful f 
rioted on 


blood of the city. Many excel 


ciety tell 


n point of numbers, to thofe with whom 
to encounter; nor did they forefee the 

‘amine that approached. They had hitherto 
the public, and drank, as it were, the very 
jent members of 1o- 

into extreme neceffity, and not a few died 


even of famine icfelf. But the lofs of men of can- 


dour and 
who only 


moderation alforded joy to the facétious, 
wifhed fuch to furvive as were for carry- 


ing on the ruinous war with che Romans, The rett 
they looked upon as an ulelels burthen, fo averle 


were they 


to their own real inttereil. 


The Romans made another attempt to recover 
the wall which they had failed in before, and for 
three days, Without incermiffion, plied the afthulr, 
attack upon attack, and were as valianily reputed: 
bur, on the fourth day, Vitus gave fo furious a 
charge, that they could refiti no longer, and by that 
means goc pofleffion of the wall, demolifhed the 


northern 


part of it, and immediately placed garri- 


fons in all the towers to the fouthward. 


CHAP. AL 


Titus prepares for the profecution of the war. Tries 
the effect of advice and argument with the Fews. 
Deputes Fofephus to reafon and renouftrate with bis 
countrymen on the blefings of peace and miferies of 
war, as deducible from the hijflery of their own na~- 
tion. Lis generous reofignation for the good of his 


country, 
tion. 


The ews accefary to their own defiruc- 


A, RESOLUTION was taken by Titus to relax 
~ & the fiege for a fhore time, and afford the fac- The fiege 
tious an interval for confideration, in order to try 


whether t 
not rende 


he demolition of their fecond wall would 
r them more compHant, or whether they 


were not fearful of a famine, as the booty they had 


obtained 

Upon ad 
troops to 
enemy; tf 


and the ¢ 


by rapine would nor long fuffice them. 
ay of general mutter, he commanded. his 
be drawn up, and paid in fight of the 
1¢ Loot advancing with their fwords drawn, 
cavalry with their horfes elegantly capari- 


joned. No fight could be fo grateful to the Romans, 


4 


or fo tremendous to the Jews, who were aflembled 
in multitudes upon the old wall on the north-fide of 


the town. 


‘Phe houfes were crouded, and the whole 


city covered with people, gazing at this pompous 
difplay of the power and greatnefs of the Romans. 


A confer 
would pre 
mans, ha 
tions and 
pardon, 


nation feized the boldeft of the Jews, and 
»bably have brought them over to the Ro- 
d not a contcicufnels of their provoca- 
affronts worked them up to adefpair of 
Afured, therctore, that immediate death 


would follow furrender, they rather chofe to fall in 
the conteft; but it feems to have been fo ordered by 


the great r 


ruling power, that the innocent fhould fait 


with the guilty, and the city itfelf with the fa@ion. 


When Vitus had paffed four days in muttering 
and paying his army, without any aét of hoftiliry, 


but tound no dilpotition in the Jews towards peace, ‘The f 


Pamine 
more calae 
mitous. 


Pits ¢rr- 
ties the fe» 
cond wall 
atter an af? 
frule of 
thiee deys, 


intermitted, 


Ageneral 
muster of 
the Roman 
troops, 





he divided his legions, and began to raife banks at renewed. 


the fortre 


fs of Antonia, near John’s monument, in 


order to gain the upper town from that quarter, and 
make himlelf matter of the temple from Antonia; 


for he kn 


ew that, without-taking the fort, the city 
vis 


436 


_ they greatly annoyed the Romans, 


Exhortation 
of fofephus 
tothe Jews. 
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was not to be maintained. At each of thefé parts 
he raifed banks, cach legion raifing one: Thofe 
that worked at John’s monument were annoyed, 
and, in fome degree, obftructed by the Idumzans 
and Simon’s party, who made occafional fallies upon 
them; while John’s faction, and the multitude of 
zealots with them, did the fame to them that were 
before the tower of Antonia. Thele Jews had the 
advantage of the Romans, not only as they ftood 


upon higher ground, but, through conitant prac- 
tice, had attained a periect knowledge of the ule 


of the engines. They, had three hundred engines 
for darts, and forty for fttones, by which means 
and impeded 


their defign of raifing the banks. 


Titus, however, affured that the city, whether 
faved or deftroyed, would eventually fall into his 
hands, not only profecuted the fiege with vigour, 
but cried again the effect of advice and perfuafion 
to bring the Jews over to reafon and reficétion. 
Being fenfible chat exhortation is f{ometimes more 
prevalent than force, he counlelled them to fur- 
render the city, in a manner already taken, and 
thereby fave themlelves; and fent Jclephus to ad- 
drefs them in their own language, imagining that 
they might yield to the arguments and remon- 
firances of their countryman. 


Jofephus, purfuant to comimiffion from the noble 
and generous Roman, went round about the wall, 
and finding a place fecure from weapons, and con- 
venient for hearing, delivered himfelf in words to 
the following purport: 


“ Tam now to befeech you, my dear friends, as 
< you love your lives and liberties, your city, your 
* temple and your country, let your tenderne(s ap- 
* pear upon this occafion, and learn to be merciful 
“< to yourlelves from your very enemies. The Ro- 
*¢ mans, you fee, have fo great a veneration for holy 
* things, that they make confcience of Jaying vio- 
© Jent hands upon any thing that is facred, and 
& without pretending to any part or intereft in the 
& communion; whereas, inttcad of defending the 
“ religion you were brought up in, you are engaged 
*& here ia a direct contpiracy tu fupprets it. Do you 
not fee that your flrength is all beaten down al- 
“ ready, your weaknefs expoled, your walls de- 
¢ fencelels, and thar, in this condition, it is mo- 
« yally impoffible for you to hold out any longer 
« goaintt fo formidable a power? Neither is ita 
« new thing (in cate of the worfl) for the Jews to 
& be fubject tothe Romans. 1k is truly a glorious 
* caufe when liberty is the quettion, provided it 
& be early enough, and before that liberty is either 
“© forfeited or loit; but for people to talk of fhaking 
“off the yoke, after they have once fubmitted to 
€¢ ic, and continued in that obedience till they be- 
“ came faves by prefcription, is not the way to live 
« free, bue rather to die with infamy, It would be 
& a fcandalous bondage, indeed, to ferve a matter 
*© thar a man of honour would be afhamed to own; 
6 but icis another cate to be fubject to a people chat 
< have the whole world at their feet. As where is 
“ that {pot ta the univerle that has efcaped the do- 
“¢ minicn of the Romans, faving only where extreme 
“ heats or colds have rendered the places intole- 
& rable and ufelels. Fortune is efeQually gone over 
 rothem; andche Great Dilpoler of empires him- 
“© felf hath, in his providence, ac pretent made Italy 
* the feat of che univerfal monarch.  Belide thar 
“ itis according, to the fovereign law of nature, 
“ shat governs in beaits, as well as in men, to oive 
“* way to the ftronger, and fubmic quietly to the 
“ fword. Ie was this that made your ancettors 
“ though, ia pewer and politics, much your fupe- 
& yiors, pay allegiance to the Romans; which they 
& would never have done, if they had not been 
* chureughly convinced that ig was Gods’s will to 
& have itio. Bur to what end is it for you now to 
« difpute a point any longer that is the fame as loft 
* already? dor if the walls were yet entire, and the 





* Geee railed, famine alone would do the work. It. 


“Chas begun with the multitude, and the foldicrs 
*© turn will be next, and every day itil worfe than 
¢¢ the other: for the calamity is infuperable, and 
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there is no fence againft hunger. Wherefore 
you would do well to bethink Pee ee 
and to take wholiome advice before it be too late, 
The Romans are naturally a generous enemy, 
ready to forgive and forget all that ts paft a 
vided you do not carry on the affront to acne 
pardonable extremity. They are not a people A 
facrifice their intereft to their revenge, and a 
charge themielves with the incumbrance of a ac 
populated city, and a defolated province, but ra- 
ther for receiving you with open arms into their 
triendfhip. But ifever you come to be taken b 

{torm, you muit expect to be put to the iword 
every man; thole efpectally that, in defiance of 
the emperor’s grace and mercy, fhall continue 
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*§ obftinate to the Jaft, As for your third wall 
7 what have you to look for from it, but the fate « 


of the other two that are gone before ? Or what 
if your works were ablolutely impregnable ? che 
very want of bread, as I have before obferved 
would do the office of the fword.” ; 


This cxhortaticn had fo little effet upon the ob. 
ftinate contumacious Jews, that they not only de- 
rided and reproached the fpeaker, but difcharged 
weapons at him trom the wall. Defirous, however 
from a principle of genuine patriotifm, it poftible, 
to avert their impending deftrudtion, he proceeded 
thus to expatiate on many hiltorical fats, that he 
mighcterrify, if he could not perfuade. 


‘c With common weapons, as if the viclories you 


have formerly obtained had been the effect of your 
own wildom and virtue! Can you fay that the 
Great Creator of heaven and earth ever tailed of 
protecting the Jews when they were opprefled ? 
Will you never be wifer? Do but confider 
whence you come, where you are, what you are 
doing, and how glorious a Proteétor it is that 
you provoke by thefe outrages. Do you not call 
to mind the divine exploits of ycur illuftrious an- 
ceflors, and the wonderful deliverances that God 
« hath wrought for them by the facrednefs of this 
choly place? It gives me horror to think of ¢x- 
poling, the hiflory of God’s miraculous difpen{2- 
tions to a people fo unworthy of the bleffings 
but yet, upon this occafion, Tihall ditpente with 
that ieruple, to fhew you that the war you are 
now engaged in, is not fo much againit the Ro- 
mans as againit God himlelf. 
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«¢ Pharaoh Necho, king of Aigypt, carried away, 
with a mighty army, Sarah, the queen and mother 
of us all. You would have thought, perhaps, 
that Abraham, the hutband of Sarah, and our 
common father, having, ac that time, the com- 
mand of three hundred and cightecn heutenants, 
and troops innumerable under them, fhould have 
attempted the righting of hinvelf by arms: but 
he chole rather to lie quiet; and offered up his 
prayers towards this holy place, which you have 
polluted, to implore God’s aMiftance. What 
came of it, but the king’s fending the queen 
back again untouched to her hufbana, the lecond 
night atter fhe was taken away 3 che Zgayptian, in 
the mean while, contracting a veneration Jor the 
place, which you have defiled with the blood ot 
your countrymen, till, in the end, finding him- 
felt haunted with frightful, dreams and vilions, 
he pofted back again to his own country 5, but 
firft fcattered large donations of gold and filver 
among the people, in token of the reverence he 
had for a nation fo much in Gou’s favour. 


« What fhall I fay of our predecefiors cran{port- 
“¢ ing themfelves into cigypt, their four hundred 
years bondage under a foreign tyranny, and their 
fubmitting with patienceand refignation [0 od’s 
cood pleafure, even at a time. when they were 
¢ throng enough to have redeemed themifeives by 
force? If I thould tell you now how the ZESyP- 
tians were infelted with lerpents, and cainced wit 
all manner of difeales, how the fruits of the 
earth were blafted, the Nile corrupted. and ten 

& plagues 


“ Ah miferable and ungrateful wretches, to for- jor; 
get your beft friends, and encounter the Romans tue e 
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‘ : : 
broughe Pompey into thecity, and made the Jews, 


that were unworthy of liberty, flaves to the Ro- 


you know, and other fountains without the city, . 


< 2 another, it would be no of y 
ig ee ay knows : bur thote of = mans ? When they had held ic out three mendes 
« guranceftors that God had defigned to the prieft- = they furrendered the place, though in a ae 
« hood, were conduéted out fate and found, with- SS better condition to defend it than you are, and 
“ guceither blood or danger, under the guard of a = infinitely fhort of what you are to account OT 
“ fecial Providence. the laws and religion of our country. Yea 
P “ know whar was the end of Antigonus, the fon 
“ So when the Affyrians forced away from us the SS of Ariftobulus ; in whoit reign the Jews ae 
“ holy ark, how did Palettine, Dagon, and the es punifhed with another judicial captivity for ‘ e 
“ whole nation fare that was concerned in the fel- . fins of the people. Did not Liecrod likewile e- 
«cure of it? their bowels became putrid, and their i fiege Jerutalem with the affiftance of Sofius, a 
« pain intolerable; infomuch that their bowels and § Roman general, and at the head of a Roman are 
“ blood came away together. What was the end = my? After fix months the town was reduced, 
“ of ic, but the bringing of the ark back again - and rifled by the enemy, as a juit judgment upon 
“© to us with the found of mune) ante a: and the party for their iniquities. 
OoWwi »fame facrilegious hands thac took it away, . 2 
3 ae in fome degree, tor the wickedneis ?. > * Enough has been faid to fhew that this way of 
“ This was the work of God himielf in favour of “arms and fieges hath ever been fatal to our bre- 
“ ouranceitors, torcatting themielvesentirely upon |} ** chren; and that the end of fuch a war would be 
“ his Providence and mercy, without having any s certain ruin, | Therefore ic feems reafonable to 
** recourfe to common Means. a me; that thote, who are in poffeffion of this holy 
F place, fhould entirely fubmit themfelves to the 
“ What became of Sennacherib, king of AI- S conduct of God’s providence; who will never be 
“ fyria, and that prodigious army of his, when he “ wanting to them that ferve him, and keep his 
<¢ ft down before this place with the whole itrength commandments. But you lead lives in direct op- 
“ of Afiaat his command ? Was he cut off by the *© pofition to his holy will, ne undone what 
“ arm of flefh, or any human power? No. But ** you are commanded to do, and doing what you 
“¢ when the Hebrews were quictly at their prayers, ‘ are forbidden. Wow much have you more to 
“ the angel of God confounded in one night that, . anfwer for, than chofe that you have feen taken 
* mighty army ; and the Afiyrian found 185,000 of <. Off by a vindictive juftice in the career of their 
“ his men dead upon the place next morning, and & wickednefs? As for the lecret fins of theft, fraud, 
the reft fying in confternation from the unarmgd treachery, and adultery, you look upon them as 
* TIebrews that had no thoughtsof purfuing them. “* crifles. “But you value yourfelves upon oppref- 
“© fion, murder, and other fins of the firft magni- 
* You know likewife thatour people were feventy = tude, that were hardly ever heard of. Nay, you 
“ years captive in Babylon, without making any at- || * have made the holy temple itfelf the feene of your 
** rempet towards the recovery of their liberty, till - wickednefs ; 2 place fo facred, that the Romans 
* God put it in the heart of Cyrus to difcharge _, themfelves havea veneration for it, notwithftand- 
“them, and difmifs them to their own country, ing the inconfiftencies of their religion : yet this 
“© where they began to offer facrifices again to God, place, that the very Romans have fo great a re- 
* as their only deliverer and preferver. ‘I’o be brief, i verence for, is polluted and blafphemed by thofe 
** what great thing did our forefathers ever bring to © who have been trained up to the temple worfhip. 
“ nats, cither with arms or without, but by God’s “© With what face now can you pretend to expect af- 
“ particular direction and affittance in the execu- ** fiftance froma power that you have fo daringly 
“‘ tion of his orders? Hf they ftayed at home, they ** ‘provoked ? But taking ic for granted chat you are 
* yore victorious without fighting; ic being God’s “ Jutt, humble, and righteous, and your hands as 
“ uleafure chat it thould be fo: and when they “clean as our king’s were when he ftretched them 
“ tought in confidence of their own itrength, they out to implore fuccour from heaven againit the 
“ neveriucceeded. For inttance, when the king of |] ‘* Aflyrian, and when the return of his prayer was, 
** Babylon laid fiege to this city, our king Zede- * the next night, the utcer ruin of the enemies army, 
** kiah gave him battle, contrary to the advice of * if you will have ic that the Romans behave them- 
“the propher Jeremiah; what was the event, but ‘ {elves as the Affyrians did, you may expeét that 
‘* the routing of his army, the taking of Zedekiah “© God will deal with them after the die manner. 
“ prifoner, and the deftruction both of city and “© But this is quite che reverfe; for the Affyrian 
“temple before his face? Do but obferve the dif- ** compounded for a fum of money to fave the city, 
* ierence now betwixt the moderation of that prince ** and then broke his oath, and fet fire to the tem- 
“and people, and yours. “Phe prophet cold them “* ple: whereas the Romans only demand a yearly 
*, plainly, that they were fallen under’s God’s dif- “tribute; and no more either than what had been 
* pleature tor their wickednefs ; and thar, if they “* paid them formerly time out of mind. Let this 
«did not deliver up the city, it fhould be forced “ be made good to them, and the temple and city 
‘ trom then by aflaule,; yet forall this foreboding, ‘* have nothing to fear: you fhall enjoy your fa- 
“neither prince, or people, offered him any vio- * milies, your liberties, and your eftates, with the 
“dence. ‘Jo fay nothing of what paffes within “© free exercife of your religion, and under the re- 
“your walls, (an iniquity, in truth, not to be ex- ** gulation of your own Jaws. You mult be fran- 
“ prefléd,) { fhall only take notice how barbaroufly “tic to imagine that God will treat tyrants and 
_ imylelf have been treated by you both in words os murderers, and men of moderation and juttice, 
= and actions; and whatis my crime, I befeech you, alike, efpecially when punifhment and vengeance 
ib 7 the ae Ley Ru ee you your faults, are but the work of a moment to the Almighty. 
and advifing you for the belt : 
ey ; A “The Affyrians, you fee, were deftroyed the 
«et was much the fame cafe too, when Antio- - firft night they came before the town; and if ic 
chus, called Epiphanes, laid fiege to this city. ie had been the will of God to fet the one free, and 
., Gur foretathers, having by many ways incurred to chaftife the other, he would have poured down 
‘ God’s high difpleafure, preffed the enemy to a ** his wrath upon the Romans as he did upon the 
_, battle, without waiting for his Divine direétion “* Affyrians; either when Pompey firft forced Je- 
|, and aififtance: the Jews were totally defeated, ** rufalem, or Sofius after him; or when Veipa- 
,, the town taken znd pillaged, and the fanéuary, {| ‘* fianharraficd Galilec, or now, at laft, upon the at- 
., forthree years and fix months, wholly abandoned. |} ‘¢ tack of Titus. But neither Pompey or Sofius 
; In few words, what was it but the contumacy of |; ‘* met with any fignal oppofition from heaven; and 
« OU,own people that firft irritated the Romans |! ‘* they both fucceeded in their enterprizes upon the 
«. Wainit the Jews ? Whence are we to date our |i ‘* place. As for Vefpafian, he advanced himfelf to 
a flavery but from our own feditious countrymen; | *© the empire upon the credit of the war he made 
; when the two factions of Ariftobulus and Hyr- | * upon us. And what do you think of (almott) a 
canus, in an ambitious heat of compctition, | - miracle, wrought in favour of Titus? Siloam, 
| 
| 
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** were drawn fo low before Titus came hither, that 
** water was hardly to be gotfor money; but fince 
‘© his arrival here, the {prings are grown fo quick 
** again, that there is fuflicient for the Romans tor 
“* all manner of purpoles; and not only for them- 
“* {elves and their cattle, but for the gardens too. 
“© The fame thing happened at the tine when the 
“** king of Babylon, before-mentioned, marched up 
to Jerufalem with his army, took the town and 
** city, and laid them both in afhes.. This prodigy 
** was the forerunner of that ruin and conflagration. 
“© Noc that I take the wickednefs of thoft days to 
** have been comparable to that of the prefent age ; 
“© but it looks as if God had abandoned his own 
“© houfe and people in favour of the enemy. Make 
it the cafe now of the matter of the houte, witha 
vicious and debauched family. If he be a virtu- 
“© ous man he will fhift his quarter, and never en- 
** dure to be under the roof with that fort of people. 
*¢ Flow can you imagine then chat God will coun- 
“© tenance your abominations? An all -fecing God, 
that fearches your inmoft jouls, and reads your 
“© thoughts in their very conception? But, alas! you 
“ have no relerves, but make your very cnemies 
confidents of all you do. You live in a kind of 
“© competition who fhall be moft abominable, and 

vale yourfelves upon an oftentation of wicked- 
nefs. - 
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a 
a 
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“© God is not inexorable to thofe that confefs their 
mifdoings, and truly repent; which is the courfe 
that you muft take, if ever you hope for mercy. 
Wherefore caft away your arms; let your hearts 
bleed for the judgments you have brought upon 
your country. Wo butlook wellabout you, and 
confider the beauty of the place, the glory of the 
city, and the majefty of the temple, that you are 
now about to betray, with the ineftimable mafs 
** of treafure that is there dcpofited, in donations 
** and oblations from all quarters. Can any man 
“© have the heart to think of expofing thofe magni- 
“© ficent curiofities to fre and pillage? or of fecing 
“ thofe excellencies deftroyed, which, of all rhings 
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“* under the fun, are beft worth preferving ? If 


a you were not harder, and more infenfible, than 
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nothing elfe will work upon you, bethink your- 
felves of your parents, your wives, your chil- 
** dren, and your families, that are at this inftant 
** upon the brink of perifhing, either by famine or 
** the fword. It will be faid perhaps, becaufe I 
** have a wife of my own, a mother and a family, 
*° (of fome credit formerly) concerned in the com- 
‘© mon hazard, that it is for their fakes, and my own 
*¢ intereft, that I give this counfel; but if either the 
** facrificing of their lives, or mine, or both, may 
** conduce to your fafety, [am ready to deliver up 
** all, upon condition that you will be wifer and 
** honefter after my deacl:.” 


a 


This recapitulation of hiftorical events was heard 
by the factions with the fame unfeeling difregard as 
the preceding exhortation ; but the multitude were 
difpofed. to defert to the Romans. Accordingly, 
fome of them fold what they had, and even their 
moft valuable effects, which they had treafured up, 
for a trifling confideration, and fwallowed down 
pieces of gold, for fear of being robbed in their 
way, by which they fupplied tchemicives with necef- 
faries when they got over to the Romans. ‘Vitus 
gave many of them free liberty to go whitherfoever 
they would, which was a great inducement to them 
to defert, as they were thtreby not only freed from 
the miferies they endured in the city, but alfo from 
fMlavery to the Romans. John and Simon, with 
their factions, however, as carefully watched their 
exit as they did the entrance of the Romans, and 
death was the immediate confequence of the lea{t 
fhadow of a fufpicion. 


The rage of faction, and the pinch of famine, in- 
creafed daily. No man appeared publicly: the plun- 
derers fewehed private houfes, and, if they found any 
corn, abuted the tenants for denying them what they 
had: if they found none, they abufed them the 
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ftones, this refleéLion would move you: or, if 
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more, from a fuppofition that they had concealed 
it. Lhe indication, whether they had any or nor 
was taken from the bodily ftate of thele miferable 
wretches. If they were in good cafe, they fuppoted 
they were in no want of tood; if wafted, they wear 
off without further fearch. Nor did they think jt 
neceflary to put fuch to death, as they would foon 
dic of themfelves with famine. Many, indeed, fold 
what they had for one meafure, that is, of wheat, jf 
the richer fort; but of barley, if the poorer. When 
they had fo done, they fhur themfelves up in the 
molt retired part of their houfes, and eat what they 
purchafed ; tome without grinding, through extre. 
micy of want; and others making bread of it, as ne. 
ceffity or fear dictated to them. <A table was no 
where fpread for a regular meal; bur chey fnatched 
the bread out of the fre half baked, and devoured 
it moft greedily. : 


A more fhocking fpeétacle never prefented itfelr 
to human view, where the ftronger had more than 
jufficient, and the weaker were bemoaning abfolute 
want: ftarving being certainly of all deaths themott 
deplorable, as it takes away all fenfe of fhame, ten- 
dernefs, and refpeét. Wives tore the meat from the 
mouths of their hufbands; children did the like by 
their parents; and, what was yet more barbarous, 
mothers by their infants, taking from them, as they 
lay languifhing in their arms, He very laft fupport 
ot life. Nor could this be done fo privately but 
fome one was ftill at hand to take away that from 
them which they had taken from others. Wherever 
they fawa houfe fhut up, they concluded there was 
food within, and therefore broke open the door, ran 
in, and took the meat from them by force, as they 
were rapacioufly devcuring it. They had mercy for 
neither age or fex; but beat the old men who offer- 
ed to defend what provifion they had got; and 
dragged the wemen by the hair for endeavouring 
to conceal the leaft trifle. Nor did fucking infants 
efcape their fury, but were torn from the breatt, 
and dafhed againf the ground ; fo that children 
and grey hairs had the fame quarter. But, if pol- 
fible, they were more barbaroufly cruel to thole 
that prevented their coming in, and had adually 
iwallowed down what they were going to feize up- 
on, as if they had been unjuftly defrauded of their 
right. They alfo invented dreadful torments, to 
difcover where any food was; and a man was for- 
ced to bear what is too horrid to relate, in order to 
make him confeds that he had but one loaf of bread, 
or that he might difcover an handful of barley that 
was concealed. All thefe cruelties were perpetrated, 
not from the compulfion of hunger, which had 
been fome degree of pailiation, but merely to keep 
their favage practices in exercife, as rapine and mur- 
der were the very foul of their exiftence. 


This was the treatment the common people ful. 
fered from thetfe tyrannical guards ; but perfons of 
dignity and opulence were carried before the ufurp- 
ers themfelves. Some of them were put to eat 
for treafon, and a defign of betraying the city to the 
Romans, upon the teftimony of falle witnelies; an 
this was fure to be one of the articles, that they had 
an intention of going over to the encimy. Thote 
whom Simon had pillaged were carricd to one as 
John’s prifoners were to Simon, as if they had ech 
caroufing together, and fharing the prey between 


them. ‘Ihe contention was who fhould be npr ie 
moft, though they were perfectly well agreed They 


methods of their tyranny and ufurpation. ta 
divided the fpoil they took ; and it was deeme 
unpardonable crime in every one to See aim 
companicn of his moiety, as it was his jult 

according to contract. . 
niquities OF 


“fs 2 the i 
It would be needlefs to recount aionat 


thefe mifcreants, or the miferies of our nay’ | 
this time: to be bricf, therefore, I am pet ua “ 
there never was fo wretched a city and people we 
the face of the earth. In order to palliace chet 
humanity to ftrangers, they reviled the very 2? Pratt 
the Hebrews, and confefled themfelves, Bee hey 
they were, flaves'and vagabonds. At ene as. i 
laid the city inafhes; nay, the very burning effect 
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eld, their own at, as they forced Titus, againtit ple, they looked upon the world to be a much more 
& act, @ ’ ced T he ‘ dtc ’ 
his inclination, upon chele extremities. As the magnificent ttredture; but made no doubt of its 
upper town was in flames, the Romans indicated a being preierved by him chat inhabited therein, in 


+ 7 ay o 24] = ro = vos ant a gt . 2 
generous compsfion ; bur not a figh was heard, o% deipite of all the threatenings of the nen 
acearfeen, amongil the hardened Jews. Antiochus LE:piphanes, in the mean time, caMe UP Apival of 
with a train of armed troops; one company of which Antinchus 
was compoled of men in the prime of life, accou- Epipbanes 
: 2 . heads ‘ ; rom Coma= 
CMAP. Nf. tered and ditciplined after the Macedonian manner, a 
from whence they cook the name of Macedonians. 


Of all the princes that were ever fubject to the 





The Fows are crucified before the sails of the city. In- 
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funces of their ntalice and refolulign. Thi Remans Ronan ERICH, che Kine GF Commecniy wae in 
raife four mighty works in foventecr days. The Feros doubtedly the mott profperous and fuccefstul for 
fet five to the bulwark, The Reimais are driven frem the former part of his life; but, in his latter days, 
their works, aid their batteries deftroyed. A fharp his torus forfook is and vero eee old anges 
: : ne : : aes Seas ed happy betore 
encounler upon MOULINE the engines. Titus begins ae aaa al a oe eral eens ‘a = . 
to deipair of carrying bis point. fpiric; robuil, firm, and daring to the utmoft de- 
r . gree of rafhnels. ‘Vhis ion oblerved, upon a certain 
Hil. banks were now far advanced, notwith- occation, thache wondered the Romans flood trilling 
{landing the Roman foldiers had been much before the walls, and did not pufh the attack with 
annoyed fromthe walls, Pitus then fent out a party vigour. ‘Vitus replied, that the way was open ; and 
of horte, and ordered them to lay in ambuth_for had no fooner uttered thele words, than Antiochus 
thole Jews who went abroad for provilions. The led up his Macedonians to the affaule, and gave 
@reater part of thele were poor people, who were de- sroot both of his valour and conduct in the aétion. 
terred from delerting by the concern they were in Tue his felec&t company were almoft aj] killed or 
tor their relations; vor durit they rake their fani- wounded. Having boatted before of the Jeats they 
Nes with them for tear of a dicovery. Hunger would perform, they could not in honour recede. 
had rendered them detperate, fo that they went out, Trrom this ic was evident chat Macedonian courage 
and tell into cheambuth of the enemy. When they would never conquer without Alexander’s fortune: 
found themlelves hampered, they were compelled fo that they were forced to give up the attempr, and 

by neceflity to tight, through fear of fome punifh- bring off the remainder of the men as they could. 


ment worte than death idelt: belides, ic was now too 
late co think of fuing for mercy. Jn fine, they were 
overpowered; and, ater being expoled co all manner 
of torture, they were crucified in fight ef the be- 
fieged. ‘Vitus was not gratified by thele rigorous 
proceedings ; but he did noc think it fafe either co 
difcharge fo many obitinate prifoners, whom he had 
now at mercy, or fpare men enough to look alter 
them from the fervice of the army. tle likewile en- 
tertained hopes chac the terror of fuch examples 
might move them to bethink themielves, lett it 
fhould come to be their own cate, ‘They were all 
crucified, but in feveral ways and poftures: Jome 
to exprels rage, others hatred, and others contempt 


The Romans began to raife their banks on the +h. po. 
twelfth day of the month Artemefius, and finifhed mans tinith 
them on the twenty-ninth, after they had laboured their | 
hard for Jeventeen days ; for there were now railed 7 
fourgreat banks. ‘Vhere was oncat the fortrefs of 
Antonia, railed by the fifth Icgion, over againit the 
middle of the Struthian pool. ‘Vhere was another, 
caft up by the twelith legion, within twenry cubits 
of the former. The tenth legion, which was more 
confiderable than the other two, threw up another 
work to the north, oppolite the pool called Amyg- 
dalon ; and at thirty cubits from the laft was ano- 
ther, railed by the fifteenth legion, not far from the 

















i and mockery. “fhe number of unhappy perfons monument of John, the high-pricit. 
. thus put ie deen was fo great that room was want- TVhefe works were no fooner finifhed than John ,.., « 
7 ing tor the crofies. caufed amine to be wrought under that which Jook- ye. on 
: So far was the horror of this dreadful fcene from ed towards “Antonia, and feveral wooden props to be thed of de- 
foftening the faction, that it produced a contrary et= fet up along the trench to keep the weight of the [ying he 
feet. “he triends and relations of the fugitives, and earth above from falling, pjaiftering the wood-work , 
thofe who had but the lealt inclination to peace, were with a bituminous matter that would take flames 
dragged out to the walls, in order to fhew them what || immediately. John had now no more to do than to 
they had to trutt co chat went over to the Romans, jet fire to the pillars, which, when the props were 
while they endeavoured to perfuade them that the gone, brought down the whole bulwark with amoft 
“ men they fiw in chains were not prifoners of war, hideous noite. “Phere was no fire to be feen at firft, 
but deferters that fued for mercy. This device kept but only a imothering duft and {moke, till the Name 
many from going off till the truth came to be burft chrough all oppofition, and fhewed itself This 
known; though fome immediately efeaped to the was fuch a furprize to the Romans, that they were 
enemy to avoid ftarving, which, on a comparative much embarraffed as to their future proceedings, ¢f- 
view, appeared much the more miferable death of pecially as it would anfwer no purpole to quench 
the two. the fire when the ramparts were gone. 
Titus, upon this, caufed feveral of his prifoners Two days after this, Simon and his party, made 
hands to be cut off, and fent away to John and Si- an attempt todeflroy the other banks, where the Ro- 
monin fuch a plight, advifing them, at the fame mans had planted their engines, and began to play. 
time, to put anend to the war, without forcing him ‘Vhere was one Jepthzzus, of Galilee, Megaffarus, a 
upon the deftruétion of the city; as it was not yet domeftic of queen Marijamne, and one of Adiabena 
too late, upon 2 feafonable fubmiffion, to preterve the fon of Nabatzus, who, from an accident, was 
their lives, their country, and the temple. ‘Vitus, called Agiras, which fignifies, lame. _‘Vhefe three, 
however, at the fame time advanced his works, with torches in their hands, flew direétly tothe ma- .. 
quickening and encouraging the men, being refolved chines, and breaking through the enemies troops ate Jew 
very fuddenly ro follow tholfe works with effect, with no more concern than if they had been among dettioy the 
and gain his point by force, if he could not com- their friends, fet fire to them, and, in defpite of all Roman che 
pals it by reafon and pertuafien. oe with darts and Te purfued their de- &"** 
a , uae : < ox ign till the engines were all ina flame. Thete ao 
‘ The factious Jews, notwithftanding their defpe- reputed three of the bravelt men that appeared in 





rate fituacion, caft out curfes from the walls again{t that war 


both Velpafianand Titus; declared, oneandall, their 
Pere of death; and how much dearer their li- Upon the mounting of the fire, the Romans dif- 
hoi eee than their lives. “Chey had the patched a detachment from the camp to the relief of 
es ut eis to add, that, provided they could plague their companions ; but the Jews, in the mean time, 
ihe Romans, they cared not what. became either of poured their fhot upon them from the walls, and 
Heres 8 their country, which Titus affured without any regard to their own lives or perlons, 
em were In danger of perifhing. As to their tem- fought irout hand to hand with thofe thar were en- 
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The Romans 
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deavouring to put a ftop to the fire. 


OF 


did all they could to fave their engines, the covers of 


them being confumed already. “he Jews ventured 
into the very Hames to hinder them, and would not 
lec gotheir hold, though the iron-work was burn- 
ing hot. he fire pafled from thence to the ram- 
parts, nor could it be prevented. The Romans at 
length, finding themfelves encompafied with flames, 
and no hopes left of faving the works, withdrew 
into their camp. The Jews had fo many reinforce- 
ments out of the city, that the increafe of their num- 
bers rendered them more and more prefiing and in- 
confiderate ; infomuch, that, in the heat of their 
fuccels, they advanced to the very.camp itlelf, and 
attacked the guards. : 


The office of thefe guards, according to the rule 
of the Roman difcipline, was to do duty by turns, 
and relieve one another; and nota maa, upon pain 
of death, without mercy, to quit his poft under any 
pretence whatfoever. “Vhefe people, having this 
charge before-hand, either to fall like men of ho- 
nour, or fuffer an infamous death as deferters, made 
a gallant refiftance, and broughe ieveral of thole 
back again, who, betwixt fhame and neceffity, had 
abandoned their ftations, and, withtheirengines, put 
a flop to the excurfions of the Jews from the city. 
They made their fallies without any guard of de- 
fence for their own fecurity, encountering all they 
met at a venture, and cafting themfelves as frantic 
upon the enemies pikes. It mutt be confeffed that 
the Jews gained more upon the Romans by a rafh- 
nefs and fool-hardinefs than by real courage; and 
that the Romans, on the other hand, gave way rather 
to the outrageous boldnefs of the Jews, than any 
apprehenfion of mifchief they could do them. 


Titus, at his return from Antonia, where he had 
been to find out a commodious {pot for advancing 
his attacks, feverely reprimanded the foldiers for {ut - 
fering themfelves, after gaining the enemies works, 
to be diftrefted in their own, and, in a manner, be- 
fieged by thofe that were no better chan prifoners 
themfelves.. Upon this, with fome of his choice 
troops, he furrounded the Jews, and charged them 
in the fank, while they, on the other fide, main- 
tained their ground with amazing intrepidity. This 
encounter railed fuch a duft and clamour, that there 
was nothing to be feen or heard diftinétly, nor 
friend or foe to be known afunder, Neither were the 
Jews thus obftinate out of any confidence in their 
own ftrength, but out of delpair of fatety ; while 
the Romans were foenraged on theother fide, betwixt 
the punétilio of military, honour, and the regard 
they had for the perfon of their general, which was 
then in danger, that, if the Jews had not retired into 
the town juft as they did, they had undoubtedly 
been all cucto pieces. But the Romans were greatly 
chagrined at the lois of their bulwarks, and to find 
it the work of but one hour to deftroy what had 
colt fo much Jabour and time in raifing. This dif- 
appointment, together with the difmounting of 
their engines, canfed them to difpair of gaining 
the place. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Titus calls a council of war. The refult of their deli- 
berations. cl wall is built round Ferusalem in three 
days by the Roman ariny. 


N this Gituation of affairs Titus called 2 council 

of his great officers, to give their opinion and ad- 
vice refpeéting future operations. “ihe moit refo- 
lute and active were for a general affault, and fall- 
ing on withthe wholearmy ; obferving, that hitherto 
nothing had been done but in fkirmifhes and parties, 
and that if once it came to a main action, the Jews 
would never be able to ftand the fhock of the very 
darts and arrows. The cooler, and more confiderate, 
part were for renewing and repairing the ramparts. 
Others were for having no works at all, and recom- 


i 
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mended'a ftriét guard to prevent the Jews from 

bringing provifions into the city, as a famine would 

se the bufinefs of the fword without ttriking » 
ow. 


Titus, indeed, did not think it honourable to con. 
tinue inactive at the head of a formidable army, nor 
was he tor fighting with a people fo bent upon ‘their 
own deitruction. Fle pointed out to the council the 
impractability of cafting up any more banks for 
want of materials, and the difficulty of encompaf. 
fing the whole city with his army, on account of its 
magnitude, fituation, and the jallies they had reafon 
to expect from the enemy. For though they might 
guard the known paflages out of the place, yet the 
Jews, when they found them under the greatett em. 
barraffment, would find out private conveyances, as 
being well acquainted with all the different avenues; 
fo.that carrying provitions by ftealth, the fiege would 
be confiderably protra¢ted. He confeffed his fear 
that delay. would diminifh the honour of the con- 
queft; and therefore gave it as his opinion, that if 
they aimed at expedition, joined with fecurity, they 
mutt run up a wall round the whole city, by which 
means all excurfions would be prevented, and the 
Jews compelled either to deliver up the place in the 
extremity of their defpair, or, weakened by pinching 
want, into an incapacity of defending themfelves, 
He added, that this fhould not hinder him from 
Giving orders for repairing the works, more elpe. 
cially when the fituation of things fhould render it 
neceffary ; but that, ac the fame time, the difficulty 
of the project refpecting the wall fhould_ not deter 
them from undertaking it, as great things were 
to be brought about by exertion, and the aflift- 
ance of an Almighty Power. 

Thefe arguments prevailing with the council, 
Titus gave orders to his officers to attend iimmedi- 
ately to the crecting this wall, and to enter upon 
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it witha regular diftribution ot the whole army into ‘ 


their proper ftations. The word was no fooner 
given, than the foldiery feemed tranfported into a 
Senerous emulation of out-doing one another; for, 
after meaiuring the ground, and dividing the le- 
gions, the fame fpirit of competition ran through 
the whole body, infomuch that each foldicr was am- 
bitious to pleafe his decurion, each decurion his 
centurion, cach tribune his fuperior officer, and all 
this in fubordination cto their noble general, who 
was fo intent on the defign, that he furveyed the 
whole works, by taking his rounds feveral cimes 
every day. 

The wall was begun ata place called the camp of 
the Affyrians, where ‘Titus took up his quarters, an 
carried forward to the lower Cenopolis, and fo a 
the way of Cedron to the mount of Olives, which 
was enclofed, on the fouth, as far as the rock Peritte- 
reon, together with a neighbouring hill that over- 
looks the vale of Siloah. From thence it turned 2 
little to the weftward, and fo on to the valley of, 
the fountain. It then went on to the fepulchre of 
Ananus, the high-prieft, and fo enclofing the moun- 
tain where Pompey had formerly encamped, turned 
again to the northward, and went toa village called 
Lrebinthonicus, took in Herod’s monument towards 
theeaft, and there joined one end to the other where 
it was begun. 

The compafs of this wall was nine and thirty fur- 
longs. Thirteen forts were built on the outfide of it, 
the circumference ot each amounting co ten fur- 
longs. That which might have required fome 
months, was compleated in three days; fo that It 
might be deemed a work of incredible difpatch. 
When Titus hadencompaffed the city with this wall, 
he pofted guards upon it every night under arms. 
He went the firft round himfelf, Tiberius Alex- 
ander went the fecond, and the commanders OF che 
legions the third. The foldiers and the watch flept 
by turns, fo fome or other were ftill upon the guare 
in the forts all night. 
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larger than ihe [orizy. 
re hin Jews, by the raifing of this, wall, were 
£ not only cutoll trom ail hopes of eicape, but 
driven to the utmoft degree of derpair by a niott 
oucragcous famine, that iwept away whole ranilics 
‘Phe houfes were tivewed with carcales or wo- 
mica and chiidrea, and the narrew lanes with the 
bodies oF old men thac lay dead there; while the 
younger parcor the inhebicints wandered about like 
fhadows, being wholly emaciated through hunger. 
‘Phere was no burying the dead. Some wanted 
fircngch to perform the office, ovhers wanted will, 
as bem, difcouraped partly by: the Sreat number of 
them, tad pardy by an epprebeniion that cheir own 
turn might be next. Some expired in the very act 
of burying others; and fome hatlened away to the 
grove betore their time, to enture a reiting place 
while they were yet living. er, in the extremity 
of all this mifery, there was not heard fo much as a 
groan or an outery, as all other paflions were itifled 
wy the pain of a tormenting hunger. ‘Vhote that 
were reddy to expire ttood gazing, with dry eyes and 
ghailly looks, upon fuch as were gone to relt before 
them. “Phe city was wrapt ia profound filence, and 
enveloped in a kind of deadly gloom. Bur the mott 
deplorable pare of the calaniity was che mnfolence 
and brutality of robbers, who broke into houtes, 
put.co death all they met with, {Leipped them, and 
made wancon tport with their naked bodies. Lf 
any one called for an hand or a {word to difpatch 
Nim, the kind office was refuted, and the fulferer left 
to perith by famine. As they came to the point of 
death, they direéted their cyes towards the temple, 
grieving to the heart that they fhould leave thete 
mifercants among the living, who had fo abomina- 
bly prophaned that facred place. 


When the feditions were no longer able to endure 
the ttench of the careales, they gave orders for their 
interment at the public charge ; but, for want of 
room to difpofe of them, thele moniters in inhuma- 
ni cauted then co be eatt down headlong from the 
walls into the valley, which was lo horrid a {pecta- 
cle, that Titus, upon taking the rouad of the place, 
finding the ditches fo infected with peftilential va- 
pours, ttretched out his hand in aa appeal to hea- 
ven, that it was againit his will co have it fo. Such 
was the miferable tate of the city at that cime. 











While the faétion was thus pent up within the 
walls, and Jaboured under the complicated calami- 
ues of ramineand defpair, the Romans pafled their 
days ineafe and jollity, and were abundantly fupplied 
with provifions from Syria and the neighbouring 
provinces. Some of them, from an invidious ollen- 
tation of their flores, came up to the very walls, to 
augment the wants on the one fide, by expofing the 
plenty on the other. But all this had no effeét upon 
the infenfible hearts of the ieditious, infomuch that 
Titus, in pure compaffion to the remainder of a mi- 
jerable people, refolved to expedite the catling up 
new works as much as poffible. The only difficulty 
was the providing materials, fur the wood near the 
city was cut down already, fo that they were now 
Torced to fetch timber, for a fecond fupply, atninery 
furlongs dittancefrom the places and there weretour 
ramparts erected at the fortre/s of Antonia, larger 
thanthe former. Titus lott no time, and rendered his 
dilpatch apparent to the faction; bur they went 
en without remorfe, as regardlets of themiclves as 
others, and delighting in whatever was derogatory 
and fhocking to human nature. 


CHAP. XV. 
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of mene. 
ey hil: cyrant Simon, having firft put Matthias to 

q the torture, atterwards put him to death, nut- 
withftanding he got poflefion of the city through 
his means. “Uhis Matthias was the fon of Bocthus, 
a pricil in high cttecm, and univerfally beloved by 
the peopic. “Phe multitude were ditlrefied by the 
zealots; and, upon John’s joining chem, Matthias 
moved the calling in Simon, to their affiflance, 
but without the neceflary caution of previous con 
ditions. Simon was no fooner in polleffion of the 
town, than he treated Matthias as one of his greatele 
enemies, and imputed the advice he gave co profs 
fimplicity and overtight. Upon this pretence Mat- 
thias was arraigned, and acculed ot holding cor- 
refpondence with the Romans; and fentence of death 
Was pafltd upon che father and his three fons, (the 
fourth having elcaped to the Romans,) without fo 
much as hearing what he had to offer in his own 
vindication. 

The only favour this venerable old man had to 
defire of Simona, in return for the obligation of Iect- 
ting him into the town, was, that he might die firft 
himiclt; butthcinhuman moniter refuted thatgrace, 
and commanded the father to be executed Jail, to 
keep him fo much the longer in pain. Matthias, in 
the conclufion, was put to death upon the bodies of 
his three fons, and in the fight of the Romans, ac- 
cording to Simon’s order to Ananus, the fon of Ba- 
madas, the mofl barbarous of all his party. Nor 
did he content himielf barely with the exceution of 
this deteftable tentence, bur, in a frolic of infolence 
and derifion, when he was jutt upon the point of 
flriking the ftroke, reviled the old man, by telling 
him he might now fee whether the Romans, to 
whom he intended to go over, would fend him any 
fuccour to bring him off. In fine, to confummate 
the inhumaniry, the bodies were all refuted burial, 
by che fpecial command of Simon himfelf, 


Ananias, aprieft, the fon of Mafbalus, nobly de- 
feended, and Arifteus, a native of mmaus, and fe 
cretary to the fanhedrim, wich fifteen men of rank, 
were all put to death. ‘Phe father of Jofephus was 
made prifoner, and proclamation ifMfued that noman 
fhould prefume to aflociate with him upon piin of 
death. 





Tt fell out after this, that Judas, the 
an officer of Simon, and commander 
turrets, feeling for the 
people, and anxious at the fare time for his own fe- 
curity, took occafion to addrefs a fele& party of his 
molt trufty friends upon that fubject, to the follow- 
ing purport: ** Lfow long fhall we crouch under the 
‘© burthen of this tyranny? or what hope of fafety 
can we have in the fervice of fo mercilefs a mon- 
fter? We have {word and famine to encounter ; 
and the Romans, ina manner, in poffeffion of the 
city. Simon, of all men living, ts che vileft and 
moft ungratctul: the Romans, on the other hand, 
aremen of faith and honour; fo that we have only 
to deliver up the walls, ane preferve ourfelves and 
our country. Nor has Simon any caule of com- 
plaint, unlefs it be that he will’ be brought to 
Jjuitice a little fooner than he expected.” 


The friends of Judas being prevailed on by thefe 
arguments, he fent the reft of thofe that were under 
hirn fevera] ways, to prevent the difcovery of his de- 
fign; and, about the third hourof the day, called out 
to the Romans from the turret, and gave them to 
underitand the relolution they had taken, Some 
Save no credit to its others were for delaying the 
matter, trom an affurance they fhould get poffel. 
fion of the city ina fhort time without hazard. Bur 
as ‘Vitus had juft drawn fome troops up to the wall, 
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Simon at that inftant furprized the town, and kill- 
ing, the guard in the fight of the Romans, threw the 
dodies down the wall. 


While Jofephus was going round the city, and 
doing the’ Jews his beit offices, by encouragement 


or 


‘and advice, it was his fortune to be wounded by a 


ftone from the battlements, upon which the Jews 
made a defperate fally, and would have carried him 
off prifoner, if ‘Vitus, at that inftant, had not fent 
a party to his refcue. During this fkirmifh they 
bore off Jolephus before he was well recovered from 
the fhock of the blow, fo that the faction exulted 
in the hope of his being Main, ‘Fhe rumour paffed 
current through the city; and gave the inhabitants 
infinite concern for the lofs of their mediator and 
patron amonglt the Romans. he tidings of the 
death of Jolephus being brought to his mother in 
prifon, fhe told her guards fhe had heard the Jame, 
and fhould never fee him more. Upon this occa- 
fion the women condoled with her; and fhe deplored 


her own misfortune, that, in bearing a fon, whom fhe 


hoped would have buried the mother, {he was now , 


deprived of the power of performing the funeral 
rites for her fon. The report, however, did not long 
give his mother pain, nor his foes pleafure; for the 
danger of the wound was quickly over ;.and, upon 
returning to his poft, he gave the feditious to un- 
derftand, that they fhould pay dearly for what they 
had done, while he exhorted the people to continue 
their allegiance to the Romans. The fight of Jo- 


fephus animated his friends as much as it difpirited 
the faction. 


In this extremity feveral deferters went over to the 
Romans. Some leapt the wall, and made their el- 
cape thac way ; others got off under colour of pur- 
fuing the enemy with ftones. But, inftead of avoid- 
ing one calamity within the town, they fell into a 
worfe without ; and the furfeics they contracted by 
gorging in the Roman camp, were much more mor- 
tal chan the famine they lett at home ; tor being 
empty, and puffed up with a droplical diftemper, 
without’a prudent rettraint on their appetites, they 
were in danger of burfting. But the moft mifera- 
ble circumlitance remains yet to be related. 


‘There was afupitive furprized, among the Syrians, 
in the very aé& of fearching for gold that had been 
fwatlowed and paffed through him. New the tfac- 
tion pucall to the fearch ; and there was fuch plenty 
of gold in the city, that as much was now fold (in 
the Roman camp) for twelve attic drachims, as was 
fold before for twenty-five. But when this contri- 
vance was difcovered, the Arabians and Syrians ript 
up two thoufand of their bellies, in one night, for 
their treafure, which was one of the greatett bar- 
barities the Jews ever Juflercd. 


Vitus was fo enraged at the brutality of this 
aétion, that he had ccitainly ordered every man that 
was concerned in it to be put to death, ix the num- 
ber of the guilry had not been fo much greater 
than that of the Main. Llereupon he called his of- 
ficers together, both Roman and auxiliaries, and en- 
tered into an expoltulatory reproof with them on the 
fubject. Fle afked if it were poitible that any Ro- 


man foldier could be guilty of fo unmanly a cruelty. 


for an uncertain advaniage, and not blufh at the 
thought of fo infamous a purchale ? “Turning tothe 
auxiharies, he demanded, if they thought it rea- 
fonable, chat the murder and inhumanity of the Sy- 


rians and Arabians, in a foreign war, fhould be im- 
puted to the Romans ? 


But as fome of his own feldiers were fuppofed to 
have been guilty of this infamous practice, he 
threatened death, wichout mercy, to any man that 
thould pretume, in future, to commit fuch outrages; 
appointing the legionsallo, at the fame time, to make 
ttriét fearch after all duipected perfons, and bring 
them before him to ftand their trial. Avarice, how- 
ever, overcame all fear of punifhmenc, and a vehe- 
msent dcfire of gain appeared to be unconquerable. 


JEWS. 


Other paffions have certain bounds, while that 
alone is unlimited. When a people are given a 
to a {piritof reprobation, the ordinary means of fe. 
curity turn to their deftruction; fo that what Titus oY 
fo feverely prohibited in public, was neverthcleis oe 
executed upon the Jewifh deferters in fecret. Their 
cuftom was, upon any fugitives coming over, firtt 
to make fure that none of the Romans should be 
within fight, and then diffect therm for the execrable 
booty. This horrid practice ar length terrified the 
Jews from deferting, and kept them from going 
over any longer to the Romans. ae 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Inftances of Fobu’s facrilege. The race of the Ferws is 
extirpated. Six hundred thoufand dead bodies carried 
out of the city, 


‘ 
WEN John could no longer plunder the peo. :. 

: ple, he had recourtfe to facrilege, appropri- «. 
ating to his own ufe and fervice feveral donations ™ 
and oblations confecrated for the worfhip of God in 
his holy temple; fuch as cups, difhes, tables, toge. 
ther with the veflels which were predented by Au- 
guftus and his emprefs, who held that facred place 
in the higheft veneration. But this mifcreant, on the 
contrary, prophaned it, and {tripped it, of the very 
bounties of {trangers., encouraging his affociates to 
take all manner of liberty with holy things, andal- 
ledging, that it was reafonable thofe who toughe 
for the temple fhould live by it. Ete made no icru- 
ple of diltributing, among the people, the facred 
wineand oil that was relerved in the inner partot the 
temple for facrifices ; and as John made the diftri- 
bution, the multitude took their parts of it, drink- 
ing and anointing without any difficulty. I cannot 
relate thefe circumftances without horror: and I 
am perfuaded that if the Romans had delayed call- 
ing theie abandoned wretches to account any longer, 
this city would either have been deluged by water, 
or fwallowed up by an earthquake, or dettroyed, 
like Sodom, by thunder and lightning ; the Jews, 
if poffible, being more abandoned ; infjomuch, that, 
for their notorious profligacy, the whole race of 
them was extirpated, Ir would, indeed, be endlels 
to recite the feveral inftances of their milery. 





Mannceus, the fon of Lazarus, who had the com- 
mand of one of the city gates, gave them the 
following account: that, from the time of the Ro- 
man army’s encampment bejyore the town (that is 
from the tenth day of the month Xanthicus, to the 
firft of the month Panemus) there paffed through 
that gate 115,080 dead bodies, and this was no 
more than what fell to his fhare to notice by virtue 
of acommiffion for that purpofe ; befides thole that 
were buried by their relations, or, in other words, 
thrown outof the city; for there was no other mode 
of burial. 





After this, upon the computation of divers men 
of rank who came over to Titus, there were no Ics 
than 600,cco poor people carried out of the gatess 
befides others innumerable, that, for wantof frien 
to remove their carcafes out of the city, were ple 
in heaps, and fhut up in large houfes. Wheat, # 
this time, waseftimated ata talent, or medimnu’ 
the bufhel; and, fince walling up the city fo clole, 
they were cut off from all provifion, and brought 
to that pinch of extremity, that they were glad to 
fearch the common fewers for fuftenance, and t° 
feed upon the moft naufeous articles, The very 
relation of thefe calamities drew pity from the Ro- 
mans; but the faction in the city, who faw and test 
their fufferings, were wholly infenfible that their 
own rebellious obftinacy had been the caulc. They 
perfifted under the fatality of a blind infacuacions 
that led them into the irreparable ruin oF thearfelves: 
their city, and their country. 


End of the Sixtu Boox of the Wars. 
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BOOK VI. 


CIITAP. I. 


The Yews proceed to carry on a civil war. Feru- 
felem and its environs defolated. The Romans are 
terrified by the Fews, who attempt firing their 
cigines, but fail. The Remans atiack the tower of 
sdntonia, whichis gallantly defended by the ‘Jews. 
The Romaus fall to mining. Titus barangues his 
ariny.  Sabinus figualizes bimfeyf by bis bravery. 


Pa He miferies of Jerufalem daily increafed; 
y and the faction became more anc more 
fierce and turbulent, as they became more 
3 and more wretched ; the famine now prey - 
Ing upon great and fmall, without diftinétion. The 
multitude of carcafes, that lay in heaps one upon 
another, afforded an horrid {pectacle, and produced a 
reftilential ttench, which hindered them from mak- 
ing fallics out of the city upon the enemy. But all 
this excited in them neither terror or pity; fo that 
atter deftroying one another, they proceeded, in their 
endeavours, to oppofe the Romans, as Providence 
had deemed them to deftruétion; for they did not 
Contend to much from any hope they had of victory, 
4s Trom a degree of rage and defpair. 


The Romans were greatly diftreffed for materials 
to hnifh their works: however, by means of cutting 
Gown all the woods within ninety furlongs of the 
city, they raifed their placforms in the fpace of one 
and wwenty days. Never wasa more difmal reverfe 
of appearance than the prefent. That fpot, which 
Was once deemed a paradife, was now become a de- 


tert, and, inftead of the moft beautiful country upon 


the face of the earth, for curious gardens and fruic- 
ul plantations, not a tree was left ftanding, or any 
thing to be feen, but the marks of defolation and 
ruins infomuch that ‘ftrangers could not forbear 
Weeping to fee the difference between the former. Je- 
rulalem and the prefent ,; tor war had fo defaced its 
auty and glory, that it was hardly to be known; 
I 3 


and_the place that was once fo peculiarly diftin- 
guifhed tor its grandeur, was now nothing, more 
than a fcene of delolation. 

Upon finifhing the works, the Jews and Ro- 
mans were cqually folicitous for the event. ‘Ihe 
Jews were either for deftroying them by one de- 
cifive effort, or lofing the city; and one difappoint- 
ment onthe other hand, would put them out of 
condition to repair them; for no more wood could 
poMibly be procured, and the foldiers were harraffed 
out with fatigue of the fervice. The Romans, how- 
ever, were more afflicted-for the calamity of the city 
than the Jews themfelves, who maintained their re- 
folution in fpite of every thing. When the Romans 
found themfelves over-reached by {tratagem, their in- 
ventions eluded, the wall proof againit their engines, 
and themfelves foiled at every manoeuvre, their 
courage failed, efpecially as they found they had 
an enemy, that, initead of finking under the preffure 
of faction, famine, and war, rather gathered {pirir 
from the oppofition. They inferred, from their bra- 
very, in defiance of every difadvantage, that they 
would atchieve wonders if they had fortune on 
their fide. From thefe confiderations the Romans 
doubled their guards. 

John and his party, in the caftle of Antonia, did 
all that could be done, before the engines were 
mounted, to prevent the danger of a breach. But 
it was only labour loft; for the defign they had of 
fetting fire to the engines was frultrated. “[n fac, 
they wanted union and vigour, and fo were forced to 
aretreat. As the Tews fell fhort of themfelves on 
the one harid, fo the Romans exceeded themielves on 
the other, in planting fo ftriét a guard on the bul- 
warks, that there was no poffibility of doing any ex- 
ecution by fire: befides, they were refolved every 
man to die upon the fpot, rather than fubmit to fo 
irreparable a mifchief, as the lofing of that poft. No- 
thing, indeed, could put foldiers morcon the mettle, 
than to fee brave men deluded, their courage bailed 
and injured by an audacious temerity, military 
difcipline and experience confounded by popular 
outrage, and the Romans, in Ane, worited by the 

Jews. 
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WARS 


Jews. While the Jews advanced, the Romanswere 
ready with their darts co encounter them 3 and the 
foremott that tell, not only hindered his next man, 
but the exemplary danger of the one ferved asa 
warning for the other. Some of thofe that prefled 
upon theenemies weapons, were furprized at the dig- 
nity of the Romanerder; others at their numbers 5 
and fome again marched off with their wounds. At 
length they reproached one another for their cowar- 
dice, and retired without doing any thing. 


OF 


The attack was made upon the firft day of the 
month Panemus; and the Jews having now retreat- 


ed, the Romans advanced with their engines towards" 


Antonia, in defiance or all they were able to do by 
fire, {words, ftones, and all other implements of hot- 
tility. Though che Jews depended much upon the 
ftreneth of their walls againit che battery of the cn- 
gines, they exerted their utmott efforts to keep the 
Romans at a diitance from fAxingthem. ‘he infe- 
rence they drew from this exertion of the Jews was, 
that they were conicious to themielves, Anto- 
nia was in danger, and this apprehenfion was the 
caule of ic. ‘“Uhey continued the battery, and the 
wall ttood hitherto firm; but the Romans fortifying 
themfelves, tinder the defence of their bucklers, 
againit the weapons from above, they applicd them- 
felves to digging and mining ; and when, with inde- 
fatigable labour, they had lcotencd four ftones under 
the foundation of the work, they betook themfelves, 
when night drew on, to rett. In this interval thac 
part of the wall which John had undermined for 
the deftruétion of the tormer works, fell down ona 
fudden. ‘This unexpeéted accident alarmed both 
parties. “Lhe Jews, who had reaion to be troubled 
at it, elpecially when they might have foreleen and 
prevented it, were yet in as high fpirits as if An- 
tonia hac been flill ftanding ; and the joy of the 
Romans, on the other hand, for anaccident that ap- 
peared fo feafonable, was as quickly dafhed, upon 
the fight of another wall, that John had carried up 
within the former ; only che latter feemed to be the 
Jeaft defenfible of the two, both as the ruin of 
the one facilitated the paflage to the other, and as 
the work of the new wall could not yet be fo firm 
and feitled as thac of Antonia. But no one durft 
Scale it, from a conviction that whoever attempted to 
feale ic mut certainly be killed. 


Titus now confidering that the alacrity of fol- 
ders in military exploits was to be excited by hopes 
and fair words, and thatexhortations and promies 
frequently caute men to forget the hazards they run, 
and fometimes to delpite death itfelf, funsmoned the 
flower of his army, and thus addreffed them : 





“© My brave fellow-foldiers, there can be no room 
for encouragement where there is no danger. Exx- 
hortations are more properly for doubttul cates, 
wherein all brave men will advile themfelves. It 
will be a hard work, I muft confefs, to matter the 
wall we have here before us; but great fouls are 
given us for great and glorious exploits; and 
death is defirable, when it is followed with im- 
mortal fame tor a reward: befides, it fhall be my 
care to reward thofe thar deferve it. In the firit 
place, ] would have you think of that_for your 
encouragement, that works a contrary effect upon 
others. J mean the infuperable patience and con- 
ftancy of the Jews in the worft of fortunes. What 
can be more ignominious than for the military 
Romans, that{itudy war in peace, and are fo wont 
to conquer, that it is almoi{t natural to them to be 
victorious ; for thefe, I fay, to be besten out of 
their fhrength and courage by the Jews; and at 
the end of the day too, with God’s providence 
molt evidently on their fide, and the enemy no- 
thing to fuppore them, but the fury of their own 
extravagant defpair? befides, that they fuffer daily 
under the judicial vengeance of God’s high dit- 
pleafure in our favour: witnels their factions, fa- 
mine, fiege, and the ruin of their walls, even 
without battery ; which are but fo many declara- 
tions from heaven againft them, to our advantage. 
Tt willnot become us, therefore, to crouch to our 
inferiors, end to cait of the Divine protection. 


THE 


J E WS. 
* Shall the Jews, that have been trained up to fla 
“ very, and conlequently have little or no credittg 
© Jofe upon thataccount; fhall thefe people, I fay 
* have the bravery to charge into the middle of ae 
“* Roman troops, and look death in the face, rather 
* than run arilque of the Jame condition over again. 
and all chis in a frolic of oftentation and vanity, 
without the leafk hope cr profpec of fuccefs? 
And fhall we, on the other hand, that are effec. 
tually the lords and matters of the univerfe, and 
in a manner entitled to 2 right of conquelt, thal] 
we, I fay, lye itll and inactive, without fo much 
as one bold attempt upon our advertaries, waiting 
only in our arms, cill hunger and fortune thall 
give up the cnemy, without any difficulty, into 
our hands? It is but taking Antonia, and the 
town is our own. Or, in cafe we. fhall meer 
with any refiftance from within, (which I donot 
expect,) it would not be worth mentioning ; for 
the advantage of the hig!:er ground lays the enemy 
ac our feec, without all hepe of recovery. Ido 
not take upon me here to celebrate the hittory of 
tholfe heroes, that, having ended their days inthe 
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‘© field of battle, yet live in the memory of future 
. a@es to perpetuity. As for thofe worthlels 
c 


wretches that think of going down body and foul 
into the grave together, with chem a death fuit- 
able to fo abjecét a mind. ‘Since death is inevi- 
table, and that the fword, compared with any dif- 
eafe, is the eafier death of the two, how mean 
and degenerate a cowardice would it be to with- 
“draw the ule of a life from the fervice of the 
“ public, which is an indifpentable debr to na. 
ture, and a man’s country ? , 


*¢ This may look, perhaps, as if I took the ftorm- 
ing of this wall tobe certain death; but refclu- 
tion is above danger; and he that fears nothing, 
defpairs of nothing. ‘The fall ofthe firft wall 
has opened a way to the reft; and the iccond will 
be ealily over-borne, if you do but encourage and 
fupport one another: only ftand firm, and your 
very numbers will do the work : and who knows 
at Jaf, but you may carry your point without 
blood too ? You are to prepare, however, fora vi- 
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* gorous oppofition, and to affure your thar. 
* upon any advantage, either by ftracagem, or by 


“ force, they will never be able to with{tand us. 


As for him that firit mounts the breach, ie shall 
* be my care, whether he lives or dies, to crown 
‘© him with honours and rewards.” 


This addrefs of the general caft fach a damp upon 
the foldiers, that only one perfon was animated by 
it. His name was Sabinus, a Syrian by birth, 
one of the guards, and a man eminent both for cou- 
rage and execution. He had not a military appear 
ance, being fhort in ttature, and of a wan com 
plexion, but poffeffed a foul capable of valiant en- 
terprizes. This man, bowing to Titus, thus ad- 
dreffed him: ‘I do here tender myfelf to the ge- 
“ neral as the firft man to give the affault. May the 
refult anfwer my good will, If Ifhould micarty 
inthe attempt, I fhall have the honour of laying 
down my life for my mafter, which renders i¢ 1n- 
different to me whether I live or dic.” 


Upon thefe words, with his fword drawn in his 4 
right hand, and his fhield over his head in his lett, § 
ne advanced towards the wall about the fixth hous 
of the day, with a train of eleven men, that follow et 
him purely in emulation of his magnanimity. Sabi- 
nus, in this action, encountered the enemy’s weapons, 
with a refolution more than human; and feveral ot 
his followers were wounded in the attack : never: 
theleis, he prefled forward, amidi{t darts and a 
till he had well nigh mounted the wall, and force 
the Jews to abandon their ftation for fear of a reine 
forcement of greater numbers to overpower them. 
Bur, alas! an accident fruflrated this heroic accepts 
for, when this valiant foldier had nearly gained fal 
point, he was unfertunately overborne by wi 
of aftone. The noife alarming the Jews, they loo} ‘ 
behind, and finding Sabinus lying alone, Oe 
fell upon him wich their darts. Ide defended IN 
idl upon his knees, with his buckler over his he : 
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as long as he could, and avenged himfelf upon his 
enemies with his tword, killing tome, and wounding 
others, till, in the end, being abic to {trike no longer, 
he breathed his laft covered with wounds. 

‘The valour of this man deferved a more propitious 
fate, though he died as @reac as he lived. Three of 
his companions were dafhed to pieces with ttones 
trom the top of the wall; and the remaining eight 
were carried off wounded to the camp. This action 
happened upon the third day of the month Pa- 
nemus. 


CHAP. HI. 


The Romans march up to Antonia, find the guards flecp- 
jug, and flay them. dn adiou attended with great 
is Y 
Slaughter enfues. 


HORTLY after this, twenty of the Roman van- 
«2 guard upon the works, the enfign of the filth 


pate. f legion, cwo horfemen, anda trumpeter, made a filent 


shertower 
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march over the ruins up to Antonia, in the dead of 
the night, without any oppolition, and finding the 
cnemy’s advance guard ialt afleep, flew them, got 
pofleffion of the wall, and ordered the trumpet to 
found. Upon this alarm the reit awoke, and fled 
withcut waiting to fee what numbers had cnicred 
the place; bur, betwixe fear and fancy, they took 
it tor granted they were very flrong. 


‘Vitus, upon intelligence of this exploit, put him- 
felf at the head of a chofen band, and advanced up 
to the ruins. The Jews were fo tlartled at this fur- 
prize, that fome of them made for the inner tem- 
ple, and others towards the mine that John had 
wrought co fupplant the Roman works: but the 
two iactions of foln and Simon giving up all for 
lott, if the Romans fhould once get into the cem- 


of ‘ as : 
Abba; son- ple, there followed a fierce and obftinace conceit 





before the very doors of the place; the one fight- 
ing for lic, the other for victory. Lances end 
darts being of no ule on either fide, the matter in 
difpute was decided by the fword. 


In this confufion they fought at random; the men 
being intermixed one with another, without order 
or dilcipline, by reafon of the narrowncfs of the 
paces and a medley of outcries prevented their 
nearing any word of command. ‘The flaughier 
was great on both fides, and the ground covered 
with arms and carcaies.  ‘Uhere was no room either 
to fly or purfue, but, as they had the better or the 
worle, they advanced or retired, exulting on the 
one hand, and lamenting on the other. ‘i‘here was 
a neceffity for the front of both armies cither to 
kill or be killed, for there was no diftance lett be- 
twixe them for a retreat. 


_The battle lafled ten hours; that is, from the 
ninth hour over night to the feventh next morning. 
The furious obftinacy of the Jews carried ‘it 
trom the refolucion and conduct of the Romans ; 
and happily for them ic was fo, as their lait adven- 
ture was ac ftake. Buc the Romans were content, 
tor the prefent, with getting pofleffion of the rower 
ot Antonia, with only one part ot their army; for 
the legions upon whom they chiefly depended were 
Not as yet come up, 


CHAP. Il. 

“1 gallant exploit of one Julian, a centurion. The 
Romans are foul -up in the tower of Autonia. 
The naines of the Feows that Signalized themfelves 
fa this GBion. 


FiERE was in the Roman army one Julian, a 

native of Bithynia, and a centurion. Fe was 
@ man as eminent for dauntlefs refolution and mar- 
tial fkill, as any that had fignalized themfelvesin the 
courte ofthe war. Standing by Titus at che tower 
ot fntonia, and oblerving the Romans give way 
to the Jews, he took an opportunity of leaping on 
a fudden into the thickeft of the enemy, and gave 


wn 


them chace in his fingle perfon up to the innermoft 
NO. 37. 


Or 


M1 


i. BOWS: . 
courtofthe temple. “Phe multitude fled from him 
in crowds, being, as it were, thunder-ftruck atfuch 
amazing exertion of ftrength and refolucion, which 
feemed to them to be more than human. 


Julian purfued his courfe; fome he overturned ; 
others he overtook, and put to death : nor, indectt, 
was there anv fight that appeared more wonderful int 
the eyes of ‘Vitus, or more terrible to his enemies. 
Bue this gallant man was at length himtelf purtued 
by fate, which, as mortal, he could not efcape; for 
having his thoes fhod with iron nats, according 
to the rafhion of other foldiers, as he was running 
on the pavement near the temple, be flipt, and the 
Romans, upon the clath of his armour, brake into 
an outcry, fearing he might have done himlelf a 
mifchief. The Jews fell upon him at the fame time 
with {words and darts, while he fenced himielf with 
his buckler; but, as he atrempred to rife, he was 
borne down by multitudes. Such were his valour 
and agility, that, even at_his lengeh upon the 
ground, they had fome difficulty to difpatch him, 
ull ac lait, through lofs of blood, and none to fuc- 
cour him, he gave up the gholt. 


THE 


Titus was deeply affected to fee fo brave a man 
made fo public and deplorable a fpPectacle, and 
ef{pecially to find hinalelf under an utter Impoflibilicy 
of faving fo valuable alite. ‘Phere were others, in- 


-deed, who might have relieved him, if they had had 


the courage to accempt ie. Julian, in fine, after a 
long ftruggle with human frailty, and leaving fe- 
veral of his murderers wounded behind him, de- 
parted this lite to his immortal honour both with 
friends and foes. “Fhe Jews at latt carried off the 
dead body; and, after giving another check to the 
Romans, fhut them up in the cower of Antonia. 

‘The Jews that fignalized themlelves in this ac- 
tion, were Alexas and Gyptheus, of John’s party 5 
and of Simon’s faction, Matachias and Judas, the 
fon ot Merton; James, the fon of Sozas, commian- 
der of the Tdumatans; and of the zealots, two bre- 
thren, Simonand Judas, the fons of Jair. 


CrAP 


Fitus gives orders for the demolition of the tower of An- 
fonia, Provokes Fobn to an engageuent. “fofephus 
reafons with the Fews according to comuriffion from 
Titus. Memorable inftance of the piely and prudence 
of Fechouias. The fate of Ferufalem near eat hand. 
The Jers are punifbed by the hands of the Romans. 
Lhe general and whole army of the Remans hold the 
temple in veneration. 


Iv. 


ae now refolving to give orders to his fol- 
diers to dig up the toundations of the tower 
st Antonia, to make a ready paffage for his army, 
called tor Jofephus, and (being informed that on 
that day, which was the feventeenth of the month 
Panemus, the folemnity of their daily facrifice could 
not be performed for want of a congregation, and 
that the people were much troubled at it) fent him 
a tecond time upon the fame errand. The purport 
of it was, “ thacif John was inclined to fight, he 
might bring what numbers he pleafed, and put mat- 
ters to the decifion of a battle, provided only that 
the city and temple might not be expofed tothe com- 
mon ruin, and that he would ceafe to prophane the 
name and worfhip of the Almighty: or, if he was 
defirous of reviving the religious fervices that hact 
been for fome time difcontinued, he might appoint 
which of the Jews he pleafed to officiate.” 


Jofephus, not thinking it fufficient to acquit him- 
felt of this commiffion to John alone, mounted an 
eminence, and then communicated to the multitude 
the pleafure of Titus, in rhe Hebrew language, and 
in the loudeft tone of which he was capable, beg- 
ging the Jews to have compaffion on their coun- 
try, and prevent the burning of the temple before 
it was too tate, by folemnizing their prayers and fa- 
crifices 2s formerly. The people kept a melanchol 
filence Gees occafion; but the tyrant John, af- 
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ter reviling Jofephus with the bittereft invectives, 
fuperadded this irony, ‘* That there was no danger 
of Jerufalem, if it was the city of God.” Jofephus 
interrupting him, thus replied: 


or 


“© Doubrlefs you have made confcience of keep- 
* ing every thing pure and holy, and of paying 
your duty co chat Ged from whom you pretend to 
icok for help. What would you think of that 
man, but as the worlt of enemies, that fhould rob 
you of your daily bread ? Yer, at the tame time, 
you make no difficulty of robbing Aimighty God 
ot his daily facrifices and oblations. What is 
your quarrel with the Romans, but for ttanding 
up in defence of your own laws and worfhip, 
which you yourfelf fupprefs ? Never was there fo 
miferableachange in religion and flate! Strangers 
and enemies to do the office of your hett friends ! 
and the Jews themielves more crucl than barba- 
rians one to another! As in the inftance of Jc- 
chonias, king of the Jews, who, when the Baby- 
lonians made war upon Jerufalem, quitted the 
town upon choice before it was taken, and gave 
up himlelf, mocher, and relations, for hoitages, to 
faye the holy city and temple from being laid in 
afhes. ‘he name and honour of this prinee itands 
upon record to this day, in an anniverfary folem- 


cannet recommend you to a more pertinent or 
fexfonable precedent. Let your diltrefs or offence 
be what it will, my life for yours the Romans 
will pardon it. Wherefore conlider well with 
yourfelves who it is that adviles you, what they 
are to whom I pats this promife, what moves me 
to it, and in whole name L undertake iz, Heaven 
forbid that 1 fhould ever fubmic to be fo mean a 
{lave as to forget what f owe to the place of my 
nativity, and to the laws of my country. After 
all this, what do i get for my good-will, but freth 
indignities, railings, and injurics? Yet all this is 
not fo bad as tdeterve, for endeavouring to pre- 
ferve a fort of people that fate and Providence are 
refolved to ccilray. What can be clearer than 
the trequent predictions we meet with in hittory, 
pointing ar the deflructicn of this miferable city ? 
and that the time of ic is near at hand, when the 
Jews are tearing our the hearts one ef another ? 
This is fo far come co pals, thac not only the 
houles, but the temples, are polluted with the 
blood of your own tribes. What is all this bac 
the divine judgment of God, punifhing the Jews 
by the hands of che Romans, whichwiil probably 
end in purging the ciety by fire F? 





Jofephus was interrupted by an overfiow of tears, 
which cautedthe Remans to compaMionate his afllic- 
tion, and admire his humanity : but the more hela- 
mented the deplorable itate or his country, the more 
inyplacabie were John and his confederates againtt 
the Romans, as well as defirous of geiting Jofephus 
into their power. But his addrefs had great influence 
with che better fore. Many of the faction allo, find- 
ing the cafe defperare, and giving up all for loft, 
would have gone over tothe Romans, but durit not 
shir chrough rear of theirown guards. Ochers there 
were who took opportunity of cluding the vigilance 








= of their companions, amonglt whom were the high- 


prietts, Jofeph and Jetus, the three fons of Tfhmacl, 
who was beheaded at Cyrene, four foie of Niatchias, 
and one fou of another Matthias, who made his 
clcape tothe Romans, after Simon, the fonor Gioras, 
had put the father and three of his tons to death, as 
before-mentioned. ‘Chere were many perions of 
condition that deferted with che pricits, who were 
gracioully received by “Vitus Caclar, but tent away 
to Gophne for the prefent, with a promile of large 
poileflions tu be diltributed amongtt them at the end 
ot the war. ‘Titus gave them this afignment apart, 


to avoid the uncafinets of mixing with people of dif" 


ferent manners, laws, and cultoms; and they were 
highly pleated with cheir allotment. 


When they were all withdrawn to their colony, 
and none of them teen any longer in the city, the 


uty to the memory of that illuftrious action. I. 
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faction {pread a report, that thefe deferters were f1yj 
by the Romans, to deter the rett trom making the: 
efcape. This device fuecceded once again as Before, 
but Titus, being aware of the defign, recalled them 
from Gophne, and ordered them to take the tour of * 
the walls with Jolephus, and fhew themiel ves to a , 
town, which brought over more protelytes to te 
Romans than ever. As they were affembled ae 
this occafion, they flood before the Romans; mat 
preffing the faction with importunitics and lanienta 
tion, intreated them either to receive the Romans 
into the city, and deliver their country, or otheryy 
guit the temple, to prevent the Aring it, which the 
Komans would never agree to but upon the laltex. 
tremity. This rendered the faction more outrageous 
againft the fugitives with their {tones, darts, arrows 
flings, and engines, which being planted at the very 
gates, the temple refermbled a repofitory of arms 
more than a place of religious worfhip; and the dead 
bodies lay,as thick every where about it as if it had’ 
been a common burial ground. 


THE Boos! 
xt 


‘ 













Thofe facrilegious wretches rufhed into the holy . 
fanétuary with their arms itill warm and reeking - 
with the blood of their countrymen: nay, they weit 
tothe extremeft degree of impiety and prophanenef;; 
while the Romans, to the cternal fcandal of the 
Jews, paid a greater reverence to their rites and ce- 
remonies than they did themfelves. ‘There was not 
aman in the army of Vitus who had not a venera- 
tion tor the temple itfelf, and the Supreme Being 
that was there worfhipped; and that did not heartily 
with for the repentance ot the faction, while meicy 
was yet to be obtained. 





Titus was fo deeply affeted with the ftate of 
thefe wretched people, that he once more endew + 
voured, by appeal as follows, to bring the faction 
to reaicn. ‘ ine 








“ Tell me, inhuman mifcreants ! what were all ; 
the bars and partitions for abeut this holy place, 
with che Latin and Greek interiptions upea tie 
pillars, forbidding all people, upon a penalty, niet 
to pals this enclofure ? Wor have we ourlelves 
been lefs tender of your privileges, in making it 
death for zany men co pals thefe bounds, ot ex- 
cepting the Remans themtelves. Low comes the 
fancluary, alter this, to be prophaned with allktli- 
nations and murders, and the ceniple defiled with 

lood, foreign and demetlic ? I appeal to all the 
gods of my country, and to the Jate patron of 
this holy temple, (who hath now forfaken it,) to 
avarmy, to the Jews that have joined with ime, 
‘and finally to yourlelves, that Tam innocent oF 
all thefe abominations: and I do facredly promis 
that if you will but comply in quitting this hoiy 
place, no man fhall offer it any indignity 3 10m: 
will preferve and protect your temple.” 
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CHAP. 


ed are ftill refraftory, and Titits procecis 
sever. ‘Le forms bis party, aud profs hii ‘ 
Port Antonia. ln attack inthe night foliawe 
difiual uproar and coi Phe Raisins cid 
contend defperaiely, il! at lengib it ecines 10. ols 
battle. Several Pow hers fignalize their v6 
Pour bauks raz : conteft, At 
exploit of cite Pedanins. The Fews fire thet 
galleries. .f fautafiicc! chaltenge ef one Sais! 
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OE S,uponthis occafion, had Jofephus tur h 
interpreter; but the faction crroneoully ce 
ftrued his generous application to them inte 
dity, and thereupon grew morc infolent and ou 
geous. The noble Roman therefore, findii 
had no regard either for the prefervation of the & 
ple or themieives, took a refolution, though 
gainit his inclination, to profecuie the war. £45; 
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fae their bre 
‘Vitus lubmitted co the opinion oi his vflicers and 
siichds, dud withel gw Lo a watch toweron Port An 
fonda, Where be mi: ehe fee and judse of the whele 
aciigls charging’ hi> olticei sy atrhe fame tine, toob- 
ieave minutely Who did well oral, thac they iathe 
Soremanded or punithed a cording). Phete mace 
tos Were do feeker jettle, buc orders were piven, 
an hour appointed for the attul. ‘Phe Ro- 
rons didnat find the fuares attecp yA WAS EN pected, 

fo tat rhe parues, on ‘the advaneeot both ides, came 
th acontution of clamour, 
companions, brought then 
“Che fomiuis 
{tood the firft thecis , but fhe numbers thac followed 
tell indifferently npen their awa poeple, without 
hnowing tricnd or fee dtuaders, for, bets vixt the 
noi ot the uproar, and the darknels of the nig he, 
they knew neither voices or faces apart, but fol. 

lowing the inpulic of a blind rage, {cll foul upon 
whatever came i thelr way aca venture, 
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Some Romans, Who kept themielves hrorder under 
the cover of their buc leis, and Knew one another 
by che word or fi8nal, made a tolerable fhitt in the 
feudHe; whereas the fows were In perpetual contu- 
fon, and, by miflaking foes for iriends, and friends 
tor Foes, dleflray« d njore of their own men than the 
Romans did. Butac break of day, whensdight re- 
vente their error, they proceeded more ree ralarly, 
aid plied their aittts and ‘Arrows on both fides with 
smu vigour asi; they had not been engaped in 
Ce oniehe the Romans, who had ‘Vitus for the 
: cine, the witncis and tpectitor of their behaviour, 
Tooke upon the Valour oF chat city’s action ats the 
pounds LON Oa the np ypare lo irunes, anal loushi, One 
endall, with a neble crsulation, whilethe fe Wey ail 
ihedame time, bud then Hyves and their wimple at 
ches with the Grant john ae the head of them, 
wel ttn "fone with pain w ords, and treating, others 
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wey oe ipeamneys inthe conchafion, toa 
pt en AN gee everal noble Konwns behased hike: 
ees ane rood Who figadived chemlelve amongil 
ode sore tin POllawiness Dudas, the fon ot Mer. 
Pty tee abn Jobs 3): wal, the lonoi Sek 
‘ ae eon fhe ion ot G athe 5; Whe were [dum sans, 
Ci tad vite (hy ptheus ane Adexas sand 
bee TOS ies Aad TINE lie fon ot Jat, 
Plt cade ct tevin days the foundations of 


Po Ltodhedp anda broach way cur for 
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oe pa wert upon four banks. ‘Phe frll 
goth Ate piece Wher ob the daner temple, chat 
ay aeath rd tls thie fecond gent the ¢ walery, 


eat he the Well potelot cae ourward temple sand 
ae nih toy. I thencith porch, Burthe brine 
ic the nuateriatls an hiadred thylongs from the 
ees wn ationdeb With infinite eharce and Inbours 
Pett the puny durprices they met within the way 
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for the Romans were loo conlident and carelets, and 
the Jews rafh chounh to attempe any ching. 

Trwas the precuicg of fteverslotthe Ro satis, when 
they went out to furage, to Guin then horles louie ta 
Qlaces ane ic ws as commen fer the Fev i to filly 
out npon de dain sn ppportusity, end cary tl hen off. 
Chis h. uy pened fo often, that Pius imputed it, ae 
Lidl, rather te the peshecic cof the Romans, than 
the artic: cilorts of the Jews, Nor did he judge 
erroncaully 3 y for, pen punidhing tome of the fol- 
hers tor che lols of their horfes, it lectured all the 
rele as they were afl more wory in future. 


Wien che Ronwans had railed their banks, and 
put themifelves in a pellure te begin their atl tks 
upon the temple, many ef the iaction was lo predied 
by famine, on the pallure of biheir ravages, thar the “y 
aflembled ma body, about the aed hour of the 
Gay, and made an "afule upon the Ronan gua ds 
towards the mount ot Olives, in hopes of cither tik. Om 
ing them unawares, or tinelings F them wither, Ww, Pa 
Bur the Romans, appr ised Gi their intention In duc 
time, drew ouc al} the flrensch they were able to 
make, and puta jfop roa mot dolps artenipt 
they: Ih rd proicetedt "pen tre wall, Ie came, in fac, 
toa blo ly Conteit, aU bhatt) ficdes vied won. 
ders; the Romans yal tings thenuelves upen the ree 
putation et their prowels and military conduct, and 
the Jews VAUNCIBY on 2 fool-hardy and mittaken va 
lour. ‘Phe ane gor daame, rhe ether from necefity : 
for it aapented diertectil ro the Ronmians co toler 
the dows to Cieahe, a8 ikey were Now entrapped; 
and the fows had ha Hopes oF Living themicives, but 
by foreme the Kenyans. 

An iniance of che fortitude Gf ene Pedanius, a 
noble Roma! upon this.oc cation, isworthy ol beng 
ce The fows beins, rowed, and: purducd by 

befiegers inte the Valley, thas Pedanias prefling 
full teed alter thes overtucls a conpulent man, 
heavily armed, tpursing on for tile. Such were his 
itrength, agility, and ei i ln the equentriamart, thac 
he tools “the lugitive Jew off his horte by the lee, 
and c: wr ied hiny as his. prifones to Viras, who ad. 
mired the forduide of the youn Ronn a, but or- 
dered the prioner Lo De punihed with death, for his 
RAUCH pe: craititt the Lomon works 5 alter which he 
Protected [is delign Of butieg ing ‘the temple, anct 
rating: the bak 


Phe Jews willie thenviclves every val ly became 
More we: ak, a8 the war {rew more hoe, and advanced 
tothe very comple jfell, followed) the example of 
menin pefilenual difiempers, by cutting off the ing 
fecled pares £0 fave che boudy, Accordin,s » to this 
Mlesory, they bean with feaing fire to that part of 
the eallery tbat, peuchiae trom che north to thecal, 
faced Antonia, where they: niide a aap of near 
twenty cubirs and thereby made a bepinning, of de- 
flroying. the flnetuary: with their own hands. 


On the awenty-flourth day of the month Pane- 
mus, the Romans pur he hime callery ina fame, and 
w hen the fire Patned pourleen cubirs, the fe ws took 
down the rool, and fo wen on, thi CULLIDES ol 
all Comm antie tay with Antonia ‘he ‘yoy Mi hy lve 
florped ihe Posed Gt the times tad they noi 
decreed then frostine, 69 tend pe thelr own advan. 
Mee. dt aowe ver, the pet Red atl this time daity 
{hk Trimithe ij ancl en ouple! yevery Where about the 
temple, : 


There wes at this tine aManamonte the fess, low 

Of tature, mes UP ayy? oe mee, Of neither Lath or 
charadler | to chitin relpe whole Dame was Pora- 
ei Thin ititaiieat ante wept out ca the mo. 
Auincnt of fol Dy ili higte-pricth, aod there an at vi Te 
Ps Grits Gone, ( at ma diay tan Ol Veit whole Ru. 
Mabartay comeer hi) dwori da hand. t.o dadivi- 
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mans, one Pudens, of the equeftrian order, incenfed 
at his taunts, {tood forth, and accepted the chal- 
lenge. ‘he contempt in which he held the infigni- 
ficant Jew rendered him rafh and carelefs ; fo that 
unfortunately {tumbling, Jonathan took the advan- 
goin tage, and flew him when he was down; and then 
Jos fkanding on the dead body, brandifhed ‘his fword, 
bloody as it was, and fhook his fhield with his lefc 
hand, triumphing over his antagonitt at his feer, and 
deriding the fpeétators. in the Roman army. While 
the Jew was in the height of his exultation, Prifcus, 
acenturion, fhot him through the heart with an ar- 
row, which laid him dead upon the body of his 
enemy, and was dcemed a juit judgment upon him 
for affuming merit from an action net founded on 
genuine courage, buat intemperate zeal, 


CHAP. VI. 


An open war betwixt ihe temple and the banks. The 
Sews deftroy the Romans by a ftratagem. Titus cont- 
paffionates his foldiers. The fortitude of Longus, aid 
craft of cirtorius. 


fee faction in the temple now openly endea- 
Y voured to beat off the Roman foldiers that 
were upon the banks; and, on the twenty-feventh of 
the month aforefaid, the Jews contrived the follow- 
ing Itratagem. They filled the roof of the weftern 
etn porch, betwixt the top and the timbers, with a quan- 
pernicions €lty Of dry wood, fulphur, and bituminous matter, 
tothe Roe and then pretending to give way uponan attack, fuf- 
mons, fered themfelves to be beaten out, as if they had not 
been able to maintain it. Many of the rafh and in- 
contiderate among, the Romans followed them clofe 
upon the purfuit, and fer up ladders to make good 
what the others had quitted ; but the cool and dif: 
paffionateamong them conceived it to be aftratagem, 
and remained in their former fituation.. Upon the 
Romans crouding into the porch, the Jews fet fire 
toit, andail was immediately ina blaze, to the afto- 
nifhment of thofe that were ovt of the reach of it, 
and moft defperate horror and confufion of the reft. 
Some plunged chemfelves into wells and pits, others 
leaped headlong down the houles ,; fome were fino- 
thered in the Hames, and others ran upon their 
fwords, to prevent one death by another. 


ius genes Titus could not but commiferate thofe who thus 

wuly sem miferably perifhed, though they rafhly ventured up- 

wattionates, on the attack without orders, and thereby tubjected 

he gidiers. thenifelves to the penalty of death by their own law, 
if they efcaped it by the ftratagem of the cnemy. 
"Vhey had this consfort in their diltrefs, that, to ba- 
Tance the lols of their lives, they had the love and 
pity of their prince for whom they died, as they 
could fee him calling and labouring up and down to 
do all chat was ponible for cheir relief; and every in- 
ikance of his eeeaon was looked upon as a memo- 
ral to his immortal honour. ‘Chole who turvived 
the fatal catatlrophe were befer by the Jews, and, 
after a flouc refillance, every man of them put to 
the fword, 


Many brave men fell in this defperate adventure 5 
but none more valiant than one Lougus, who, in jul- 
ticeandhonour, cannot be patled over in filence upon 
fo memorable an oceation, “Uhis Jongus was a Ro- 
man, andin che vigour of his youth. The Jews 
found hima daring and dangerous man, and had no 
way of cutting him off, unlets they coukl pet him 
down to them, upon honour that he thould return 
fale amain withour any violence to his perfon. ft lis 
brother Cornelius taking notice of this, called out 
to himon the other hand, adjuring him not to doany 

tyne tani thing tha either his country or himlcl! thould have 
baste at reaton to be alhamed of. | Tongus upon this drew 


ae his dword, and flew himielf in the fight of both par- 
SUI, Teees 
tics. 


Chere was one Artorius that delivered hinmidell 
trom the fire by his fubtlery. Beings reduced to an 
extremity, he called our to Daicius, one of his fel- 
low foldicrs, tolemnly declaring, “S tharif he would 


cot Gaeeh hin in bis arms, and break his fall, he would 
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make him his heir.” Artoriusaccordinaly took bis 
leap; and the other difpofing himlelf to receive him 
the weight of the one dafhed the other with fuch vic. 
lence on the ftone pavement, that he immediately 
expired. : 


This melancholy accident greatly affected the Ro. 
mans, but it kept them afterwards more upon their 
guard again{t the frauds and ftraragems ot the Jews 
by which they had been moft efientially injured, in 
divers inftances. , Be 


‘The porch was burnt as far as the tower thac 
John ereéted in his war with Simon 3 and the Jews, 
after burning of the Romians,-brake down the reft. 
The following day the Romans fet fire to the nerur 
porch, and carried it before them to that on the eatt, 
that overlooks the valley of Cedron from a ttupen- 
dous precipice. Such was the ftate of the temple 
at that time. 

CHAP. VIE 
A dreadful famine in Serufalem, with the iniferies that 
attended it, 


O add to the diftrefs. which befell a devoted The«. 
nation, a dreadful famine now raged in Jeru. 
falem, and the mifcries that attended it were incon- (... 
ceivable. The city was well nigh depopulated. The 
bare mention of food was fufficient to create family 
difcord, and diffolve friendfhip cemented by. the 
deareft ties. ‘Thofe that were evidently expiring 
with hunger, could {cearcely be believed at the latt 
gafp; and they would fearch the very bofoms of the 
dead for bread. If they were difappointed in thir 
expectation, ier hurried them BD and down, 
raging like mad dogs, and ftaggering like drunken 
men, ranfacking the fame houfes over andover again, 
‘Their hunger was fo intolerable, that they gathered 
and eat fuch things as the moft filthy animals would 
not touch; nor did they abttain trom their girdles, 
fhoes, nor the very leather which belonged to their 
fhields. An handful of old hay was told for four 
attics. But why fhould I point out their dreadful 
judgment by referring to things inanimate, when } 
have a perional inftance to cite, that cannot be 
equalled in hittory, either among the Greeks or Bar- 
barians ? As the faét cannor be relacd or heard 
without horror, I was inclined co supprets its ber, 
upon reflection that there were fo many living Wit- 
nefles to confirm ic, 1 hold ir my duty to hand it 
down upon record to polterity. 





CHAP. VIII. 

Mary, a woman of rank and quality, is fo tormented 
awith hunger, that foe cats the flefle of her owil jiifant. 
Solemn proteflation of Titus upon the ovcafiei. 


HERE wasa certain woman that dwelt beyond br 

Jordan, whole name was Mary, Ile father *” 
was Fileazar, of the village of Bethezob, which fig- 
nilics the houte of hyffop. She was opulent, as We 
as nobly detcended, and had fed to Jerufalem with 
the relk of the multitude, where, ac this time, fhe 
was with them befteged.. The tyrant (ripped: her 
of her moft precious creafure which fhe had brought 
out of Pereas and her houfe was daily broke open 
and rifled by the foldiers, for either goods or Prov: 
fions, which the had concealed. Tn confequence of 
fuch outrages, fhe reviled the faction in che me bop: 
probrious terms, bur could not work chen up lo 
fuch a pitch of indignution as co put her to deat, 
When the found herlell broughe to the lal exe” 
mity, corally deprived of the means ol {upportlos 
exiflence, the pains of atormenting famine having. 
already feized her, fhe {eems to have given ri ! 
upto all the fury of the direlk want, and formed! e 
moll horrid and unnacaral refolucion that cance 
be conceived or expreficd, 
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_ She had an infane fucking at her breafl, ater 
fhatehings UP, and looking tenderly aha fhe 
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: YEN two of the legions had 
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* unfortunate child, who art brought into the world 
“ under a complication of three fuch dreadful judg- 
ments as war, famine, and rebellion ? In which 
of the three fhall £ relerve thee? The Romans 
will give thee thy life, perhaps, but not thy li- 
berty. Famine will alfo prevent flavery: but 
chou wilt Gnd our prefene tyrants incomparably 
worle than the other two. Be thou then my toed; 
and Hnally compleac che hiltory of the Jews with 
the only execradle abomination that is yer wanting 
to perteét their mitery.” With thefeé words fhe 
few her child, drefled it, and having: eaten one 
part herlelf, fet by the remainder, and kept it co- 
vered, Some of the fadtion entering her houfe, and 
{mclling a nauteous fcent, threatened her with im- 
micdiate death if fhe did not bring out her provi- 
tions. Upon this fhe produced the remainder of the 
inhuman repatt ; and che robbers being thrilled with 
horror at the fighr, fhe thus addrefled them. ‘ “Phis 
‘sis really my child, and this the food I have my- 
“felf prepared. I have eaten one part; do you 
cue dic other. You will noc, I prefume, be more 
* ferupulous than a woman, of more tender than a 
“mother. If, however, you loath the offering | 
“ prefent you, as | have caten one part, Jet the 
* orher allo be reierved for me.” ‘Phey then de- 
parted, ftruck with horror and amazement, as the 
only inftance of humanity they had ever fhewn. 


Vhe report of this horrid deed foon  fpread 
throughout the city, and it became the fubject of 
equal terror and deteftation, as if cach individual 
hed a part inthe crime. The milerics of famine ex- 
cited an averlion to life; and the Hving envied the 
dead that were taken away before they were brought 
toan extremity of woe. The dreadful flory foon 
reached the Romans, fome of whon) piticd the mi- 
{erable people, others deteiled them, and others 
gave no credit to it. 


‘Ticus, to acquit-himfelf of having been acceflary 
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>to fo horrid a deed, folemnly protetled, as in the 


pretence of God, “that he had propofed to the 
** Tews peace and liberty, as well as an oblivion of 
all their former infolent practices ; but that they, 
inflead of concord, had chofen fedition ; inttead 
of peace, war; anc inftead of plenty and abun-. 
dance, famine. That they had begun with their 
own hands to burn that temple which the Romans 
had hitherto preferved, and that therefore their 
miferies were what they deferved. “hat he was 
determined to bury their iniquities in their ruin, 
and not leave a city ftanding upon the face of 
the earth, where mothers devoured their own 
children, and the fathers, more impious if pol- 
fible, perfilied in a war, after fo many demon- 
lirations of the Divine vengeance.” ‘Virus, re- 
licéting on che incorrigible obitinacy of thefe peo- 
ple, gave chem for loft, as, if chey had any fen- 
nbility, the calamities they had fuflered muit have 
recliimed them. : 
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CHAP. 


vs veldly oppofe ali the efforts of Titus. The 
Ss behave themfelves bravely. Two treache- 
aefrters go over to Titus. Te fufpedis aud 
Pardons ikem. The temple is fet on fire. Titus calls 
a ccuncil to deliberate concerning the temple. They 
are divided in their opinions. The Fews make a def- 
prvats fally upow the Romans. Titus brings then off; 
end forces the Fews into the temple. ‘Ferufelen a 
frccud Mine burnt on the fame day of the mouth, 


Ix. 








finifhed their 

works, on the eighth day of the month, 
itus ordercd the battering rams te be planted 
againtt the weftern gate -of the outward temple, 
having played the laft piece of battery he had for 
fix whole days without intermiffion, but to no pur- 
pole, for the edifice was proof againit the engines. 
There were others, at the fame time, fapping the 
icundation on the north-fide; and when they found 
that, es incredible labour, they could only loofen 
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fome ¢f the outward ftones, without moving any of 
the reit, (forthe porch yet ttood firm, ) they perceived 
tharnething efleétual could be done by digging and 
mining, do that che Romans betook themlelves tv 
their icaling ladders. 

Though the Jews could not hinder them from 
planting their ladders, they made a brave refitlance, 
where places would admitor it, encountering thote 
that got up hand to hand, before they could pue 
themiclves upon their guard, cafling others down 
headlong as they were mounting, cutting off fome 
as they were advancing with relief, and fometimes 
overturning ladders, men, and all together. ‘he 
lofs of the Romans upon this encounter was very 
confiderable, elpecially in the difpures they had yor 
defending or recovering their colours: buc, in the 
conclution, the Jews kepetheenfigns they cook, aud 
kiled the enfign-bearers, which terrified the ref, 
and forced them to a retreat. “Lo do juilice to th 
aRailants, icmufl be confefted, there tell net a man 
of them but diced like a Roman. ‘Vhote of the iac- 
tion who had acquitted themielves bravely in former 
encounters did jo till, as did Lleazar, the nephew of 
Simon, the tyrant. Buc ‘Titus, Binding, by this time, 
that, in tparing a foreign temple, he facrificed his 
own men, ordered his people forthwith to tee fire ro 
the gates. 
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In the mean time there deferted to him Ananus, 
of Immaus, the moft bloody and inhumiua or all 
Simon’s guards, and Archelaus, the lon of Maga- 
dathes, hoping torgivenels trom the late fuceeilus of 
the Jews. ‘Vitus was fo well informed of the infa- 
mous Characters, and barbarous practices, of thole 
pretended converts, that he was once inclined to 
have both put.to death, nocewithttanding this pre- 
tence, being fully convinced that it was necefiicy 
and defign, not aftection or good-will, thac broughe 
them over. Nor did he think thofe deferving: of lie, 
who had firfl let their country ina Jame, aod then 
abandoned tt. J lowever, upon fecond thoughts, he 
overczme the provocation, and forgave them, tho? 
with arctolution never to trutt chen 





The gates of the temple were by this time ina 
blaze; the filver-work over them melicd, and the 
timbers all in a flame, infomuch that the fire caught 
held of the galleries. ‘he Jews were fo furprized 
to fad thenilelves wrapped up in dames, that they 
{tood gaping at cach other in ailonifhment, withour 

fo much as atcempting any thing coward their relies, 
or concerning themielves cither tor what was al- 
ready confumed, or faving the reft. “Phey had, 
in fhort, neither heart nor strength left them; and 
the fire prevaried all that day and the night follow. 
ing, till, by degrees, it burnt down the gallerics. 

‘Titus gave orders next day for the quenching of 
the fire, and levelling the ways for the march 

or hisarmy. After this he called a council of his 
general oflicers. Ie confilted of ‘Tiberius Alexan- 
der, his lteutenant-general, Sextus Cercalis, com- 
mander of the fitth legion, Larcius Lepidus, of the 
tenth, “Pitus Vrigius, of the fifteenth, Iétefnius 
Pronto, Julianus, governor of Judaea, with other 
oflicers of the frit rank. ‘Dhis refpcétable council 
being called to deliberate on what meafures were 
neceifary to be taken in the bufinels of the temple 
fome were for maincaining the rigour of the law of 
arms, as, fo long, as that temple flood, and the nume- 
rous micetings therein continucd, the Jews (they 
faid) would never be quiet: others were for favine: 
the temple upon condition of the Jews quitting ir, 
that there might be no farther quarrel about it; but 
that, if poffeftion fhould be obtained by the {word 
by all means to burn it; not as a temple, but a 
caltle; for, inthat cafe, the blame would be theirs 
that forced the burning it, not theirs that did it by 
neceflity. 


_ Titus interpofing here, made fome remarl:s on the 
impropriety of turning a temple into a citadel, tho? 
the Jews were obftinate, revenging the {tubborn- 
nefs of a rebellious people upon ftocks and {tones 

and laying the moft glorious fabric in afhes for chu 
fakes. Ide added, it would be an affront to the dit- 
nity of Rome itfelf, to think of depriving the em- 
pire of fo illuftrious an ornament. % 
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When Alexander, Cerealis, and Fronto, found 
how Titus was difpofed, they came over to his opi- 
nion; andthe council was dimiffed, with orders to 
the army to re{t and refrefh_ themfelves to be the 
fitter for a€tion ; feveral choice battalions being or- 
dered out, in the mean time, to look after the fire, 
and cut out ways over the ruins. The Jews, being 
much fatigued and harraffed, remained inattive this 
day; but the day following, when they had gathered 
ftrength, and recruited their fpirits, they made a def- 
peratefally, about the fecond hour, through the ealt- 
ern gate, uponthe guards of theoutward temple. The 


or 


- Romans ftood the firft fhock, under cover of their 


bucklers, with great refolution ; but they could not 
long have oppoied fuch vaft numbers, fo refolutely 
bent, if Titus, who faw the aétion from Antonia, 
had not feafonably come up, with a feleét body of 
horfe, to their relief, before they gave ground. The 
Jews fhrunk upon this charge; and the Romans 
breaking in upon their front, the reft betook them- 
felves to fight; but when the Romans drew off in 
their courle, the Jews rallied, and came on again. 
Inthis manner they took their turns interchangeably, 
one after another, till about the fifth hour of the 
day, when the Jews were forced into the temple, and 
fhut up there. Titus retired to the tower of Anto- 
nia, with a refolution to ftorm the temple, with his 
whole army, early the next morning; as.it feems to 
have been doomed by Providence to fire; and, in 
courfe of time, the fatal day was now at hand, ac- 
cording to the revolution of time. Itwas upon the 
tenth day of the month, and the very fame day 
whereupon it was formerly burnt by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon. But this was a conflagra- 
tion which the Jews brought upon themfelves, for 
Titus had'no fooner left them quiet, than the re- 
bels made a fally upon his guards, as they were at 
work, by his order, to extinguifh the fire. But the 
Romans put the Jews to flight, and purfued them 
to the cemple icfelf. 


CHAP. X. 


A foldicr, under pretext of a Divine impulfe, fets fire 
to the temple. Titus gives orders to have the fire 
quenched. Al terrible flaughter of the Jews. 


AS this time one of the Roman foldiers, without 
ftaying for any orders, or without any concern 
or dread upon him for fo impious an a&, and be- 
ing hurried on, as he afterwards pretended, by acer- 
tain Divine impulfe, mounted che fhoulders of one 
of his comrades, and caft a flaming brand into the 
golden window, that looks towards the apartments 
on the north fide of the temple. The place took 
fire immediately, which raifed fuch an hideous out- 
cry among the Jews, that they haftened with all pot- 
ible expedition to prevent its progrefs; for this was 
not a time to confule their perfonal fecurity, when 
all_ that was dear and precious to them was at 
itake. 


The news of this conflagration being brought to 
Titus, as he was repofing himfelf in his tent, afterthe 
fatigue of the combat, he arofe in great hafte, and 
immediately taking his chariot, paffed to the tem- 
ple, in order to have a ftop put to the fire. His great 
officers followed him; and the legions after them, in 
fuch confufion as is natural to a vaft multitude 
without dilcipline. Titus did all that could’ be done, 
by words and figns, towards quenching the fire; 
but it was ineffectual ; for the greater noile drowned 
the lefs; and they were as blind to the fignals he 
gave with his hand, as they were deaf to the words 
he uttcred from his mouth. Nor were the foldiers 
to be f{wayed by menaces or commands, but follow- 
ed the impulfe of rage and paffion. Some were 
trampled to death in crouds, others choaked in the 
fultry ruins of the galleries over the porches; and it 
was the fame, in effeét, whether they overcame, or 
were overcome. The corhmon foldiers in the tem- 
ple pretended, in excufe of their difobedience, that 
they could not hear the word of command from their 
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general; and thofe who followed, 
torward to throw fire. 


The faction were in too great diftrefs to afforg 
any affiftance, for, wherever they turned themfelyes 
they faw nothing but blood and deftruétion. The 
poor, the fickly, and unarmed, were put to death * 
in every quarter: mountains of dead bodies wer 
piled upon the altar, and itreams of blood flowed 
down the fteps leading to it, with numbers of 13. 
ferable wretches weltering in their gore. . 
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When Titus found’ there was no reftraining the 
enthufiaftic fury of his foldiers, and that the fire 
continued to gain more and more, he took fome of 
his chief officers with him into the inward temple, 
where, upon ftriét examination of matters, he found 
the glory and magnificence of the place even beyond 
the very fame of it, or at leaft equal to the report 
of the Jews themfelves.. But as the flames had nor 
reached, and there was therefore ground to hope 
it might yet not be too late to fave, the Holy of 
Hiolies, Titus, in perfon, endeavoured to perfuade. 
nay carneftly befought, his foldiers to do their uc. 
moft to ftop the progrefs of the fire, giving itin 
charge to Liberalis, a centurion of his guards, w 
prefs his commands, and inflicted coporeal punifh. 
ment upon thofe that difobeyed. But, through un- 
governable rage, that approached phrenzy, neither 
fear nor refpeét were fulficient to keep them within 
the bounds of duty. There was others whofe hearts 
were fet upon booty, not doubting but, where the 
doors were plated with gold, they fhould find the 
infide filled with hidden treafure. 


While Titus was fo very intent upon faving the 
temple, one of the foldiers at the fame time fet fire 
to fome of the door-potts ; whereupon the general, 
and his officers, were forced to withdraw out of 
diftance of preventing the mifchief; fo that the 
temple was deftroyed at laft, in defpite of whatever 
Titus could do to hinder it. 


This defolation was a calamity fufficient to melt 
the moft obdurate heart, if we duly confider the 
ruins of the moft ftupendous fabric that ever was 
feen or heard of, both for ftruéture, bulk, flat, | 
magnificence, the honouf of religion, and of holy 
things. But it is to be remembered, to our comfort 
and inftruétion, that an uncontroulable fatality at- 
tends all terreftrial works, animate and inanimate, 
and that all things muft have their period, Itis# 
moft remarkable revolution alfo, that this fecond 
conflagration fhould jo exactly anfwer the very 
month and day of the former under Nebuchadnez- 
zar, as already obferved. We reckon from the be- 
ginning of the firft temple by Solomon, to the de- 
itruction of this, in the fecond year of Velpafian, one 
thoufand, one hundred, and thirty years, {even 
months, and fifteendays; and fromthe fecond build- 
ing of it by Haggai, in the fecond year of Cyrus, fix 
hundred and thirty-nine years, and forty-five days 


CHAP. XI. 


The diftreffes in which the Fecws were plunged upow tht 
conflagration of the temple. Sewsral priefts are til- 
gaged in the quarrel with the Romans. The deftrs:- 
tion that was occafioned by the advice of & feu 
prophet. 


"‘ RK 7HILE the temple was in flames, the foldicrs , 

plundered all that came to hand, and flew? is 
they met, without refpeét to age or fex, both yours « 
and old, facred and prophane, priefts and laicks; 44 ¥) 
went together; and men of all forts and conditions 
were involved in the common calamities of the Wa) 
and, whether they refitted orfubmicted, whether they 
ftood it out, or begged for quarter, they all faree 
alike, falling victims in the common deftrudlion. 
As the fire advanced, the crackling of the flames Wee 
heard in unifon with the dying groans of peop ee 
their laft gafp; and betwixt the depth of the hus 
and the extent of the confagration, the whole cit! 
feemed to be but one continued blaze. The id 
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and uproar were fo d readful, that nothing more tcr- 
rible can poflibly be concerved. Vhe raging out- 
cries of the Roman legions, the howling of the re- 
bels under the devatlation of fre and iword, and 
the diimal jamencation of diltredied wretches in the 
temple, berwixe che enemy and fire, could nor bur 
pierce the car and wound che heart of the mott ob- 
duracely pecrifed. ‘Lhe adjacent mountams and 
piaces beyond Jordan, echoed the fame complaints 
and @rieVvances over und over again, and the cala- 
nity excveded the noite. ‘he ames were lo 1m- 
petuous and violent, that the very mountains, Upon, 
which the temple itood, appeared as one body ef 
fire fromthe bottom; and the blood in proportion 
was an{werable to the fame ; for che number of the 
{lain was fuperior co that ef thofe who did the execu - 
tion. ‘Lhe ground was covered over with careales, 
and the foldiers purfued the living over the bodies 
ot the dead. Burt, inthe end, a band of ruilians 
beat back the Romans, and having forced their way 
into the outward temple, made their efcape into the 
city, and the rell of che miulticude got into the out- 


ward porch. 


Vit. 


There were feveral prichs engaged in the quarrel 
with the Romans, chat uled the temple {pikes in- 
fread of dares, and dilcharged them at the enemy 5 
buc when they found thac chis availed nothing, and 
that the fire burit out upon them, they covered 
themielves, for a while, under a thick wall, that was 
eight cubits in breadth. Two of the principal men 
of this number, which were Meirus, the fon of Bel- 
gas, and Joteph, the fon of Daleus, that might have 
faved chemfelves by going over co the Romans, 
chole rather to ftand or fall with their companions, 
and fo plunging themfelves into the flames, fhared 
in the common fate. 


When the Romans found the temple ittelf reduced 
to afhes, they looked upon the reft of the buildings 
as trivial, and io fired all at once, except one of the 
gaileries on the eait fide, and another on the fouth ; 
but they joon after followed the fortune of the reft. 
They burnt alfo the treafury and the wardrobe, with 
jewels, money, and coltly habits, toan immente va- 


‘lue. ‘The place, in fine, was the repofitory of all 


the Jews had that was precious. 


There were now aflembled, in one gallery, yet 
ftanding, women, children, and a mixed ‘multi- 
titude, that fled from the rabble, to the number of 
near fix thoufand perfons. But before ‘Titus had 
determined any thing concerning thete people, or 
given the officers any orders relating to them, the 
joldiers, ia a rege of brutal rury, fet the place on 
fire, and plied it fo clofely, that, berwixe thofe that 
were burat to death, and others that had caft them- 
felvcs headlong down the ruins to fave themfelves, 
there was not one that efcaped death. 


A falfe prophet was acceffary to all this milchief, 
by making proclamation in the city, thac it was 
the will of the Almighty they fhould go immedi- 
ately up to the temple, with an affurance that there 
they fhould have an infallible proof ot his Divine 
Tavour and protection. it was, indeed, acommon 
practice of the fadlion, to pretend to revelations, in 
order to keep the credulous multitude firm againit 
all dangers, and to fecure them from deferting. Buc 
men In adverlicy are apt to hope the beft, etpecially 
where they are promied relief, though it be only 
upon the credit of a falle prophet. 

CRAP. XII. 

The pertentous fzns which preceded the deftrudlion of 
Terufelein. AA conet refembling a fword. Ai extra- 
ordinary light about the altar. An heifer brings 
forth alanb. The brazen gate of the temple opens 
of itfelf. Various conjeétures about its fignification. 
Chariots and aries in the air. A voice crying in the 

ny . 
temple S Let us be gone.” A ftrauge exclamation of 
one Fefus, aplebcian and hufbandman, with his death. 
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The prophecy of an emperor to come out of Fudca 
_Julfilled in the perfon of Vefpafian. 
ra HUS were thefe miferable people deluded by 


impottors, while they did not atrend, nor Give - 


credit, to figns that were moit evident, and plainly 
foretold their future defolation. Indeed, like infa- 
cuated mortals, with neither eyes capable of feeing, 
nor minds capable of reMe&tion, they could not per- 
ceive the denunciations of the Almighty againft 
them, among{t which were the following. “Phere 
was a flar, refembling a fword, which itood over 
the city, and a comet that continued a whole year. 


Thus allo, before the Jews revolted, and before 
thete commotions, which preceded the war, when 
the people aflémbled in multitudes to the tealt of 
unleavened bread, on the eighth day of the month 
XManthicus, and ac che ninth hour of the day, to 
great a light fhone round the altar and the fanctu- 
ary, that it appeared to be bright day. ‘Uhis pro- 
digy was looked upon by the ignorant as 2 good 
omen; but it was expounded by the more difcern- 
ing as che forerunner of a war, and the myitery un- 
Jolded before It came to pals. 


At the fame fellival alo an heifer, as flre was led 
by the high-pricit to be facrificed, brought forth a 
Yamb in che midit of the temple. 


Moreover the eaftern gate of the inner temple, 
which was of brals, and very ponderous, and had 
been, wich difficulty, fhue by twenty men, reited 
upon a bafis armed with iron, and had bolts faften- 
ed very deep into the frm floor, which was there 
made of one entire ftone, was feen to open of itfelf 
wbout the fixth hour of the night. Upon notice 
given of it to the proper officer, he came immedi- 
ately to look after it, and with much difficulty fal- 
tened ic again. This alfo appeared to the vulgar to 
be an happy prodigy; but the wifer formed a con- 
trary judgment, and fuppojed that the opening of 
the gate was in favour of the enemy, and foretold 
the defolation of the city. 


A few days after the feftival was over, on the 
twenty-firft of the month Artemifius, there appear- 
ed fo extraordinary a vifion, that 1] would not un- 
dertake to record it, if I could not produce feveral 
witnefles, yet living, to confirm the truth of it, and 
if the calamities, that were foretold, had not come to 
pafs. There were feen, up and down in the air, be- 
tore fun-fet, chariots and armed men, all over the 
country, and furrounding feveral cities. 


_ At the featt of Pentecoft, as the priefts were go- 
ing, by night, coofficiate in the inner temple, accord~ 
ing to cuftom, they heard, at firft, a kind of confuted 
murmur, and, after that, a voice, calling out articu- 
lately, ‘* Let us be gone, Iet us be gone.” 


But what is ftill more extraordinary, one Jefus, 
the fon of Ananus, a plebeian and an hufbandmian, 
who, four years before the commencement of the war, 
and at a time when the city enjoyed peace and plenty, 
came to the feaft of tabernacles, brake out into 
this exclamation : “* A voice from the eaft, a voice 
** from the weft, a voice from, the four winds, a 
© voice to Jerufalem, and a voice to the temple, a 
voice to the bridegrooms and the brides, and a 
voice to the whole nation.”” This was his cry 
day and night, from place to place, through every 
{treet of the city. Several perfons of eminence were 
fo offended act this dire yell, that they cauied the 
man to be apprehended, and feverely punifhed ; 
to which he fubmitted without a murmur, or al- 
ledging aword in his own defence, but ftill perfift- 
ed in the exclamation before-mentioned. The ma- 
giftrates fulpecting (as the cafe proved to be) that 
he was actuated by an extraordinary impulle, caufed 
him to be brought before Albinus, at that time our 
precurater, who ordered him to be fcourged with 
the utmoftrigour. HJe fubmicted in the fame man- 
ner as before, without either tear or fupplication; 
but cried out atevery ftroke, in the moft melancholy 
tone, woe, woe to Jerufalem! When'Albinus de- 
manded of him what he was, whence he came, and 
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why he uttered thefe words ? He made no manner 
: of reply, but continued his doleful ditty, rill the 
procurator difmilfed him as a lunatic. 
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From that time, to the beginning of the war, he 
was never known to hold intercourfe with any of 
the citizens, but every day uttered thefe lamentable 
words, ** Woe, woc to Jerufalem.” He never gave 
an ill word to thofe that icourged him, or a good onc 
to thofe that fed him, but this was his reply to all 
men, and, indeed, no other than a melancholy pre- 
fage of what was to come. He was obferved to be 
much more clamorous upon feftivals than upon 
other days; and in this manner he continued. to 
proceed, nor did his, voice or itrength fail him, 
till the siege of Jerufalem verified his predictions. 
After this he took the tour of the wall once again, 
vehemently exclaiming, ‘* Woe, woe to this city, 
this cemple, and this people!” and adding, by way 
of conclufion, ‘* Woe, woe to myfelf!’? At this 
inftant he was taken off with a {tone from an engine, 
in the midit of his forebodings. 


Reflections . Lhefé circumftances tend to prove that the de- 
of fotephue. ftruétion of mankind is from themfelves ; and that 
a benevolent Creator, in his all-wile providence, is 
wanting in nothing that may conduce to the com- 
mon good and benefit of univerfal nature. But 
when we are precautioned of future events, and 
will take no warning, our ruin lies at our own 
door. Why did the Jews, after the taking of /Anto- 
nia, make the temple fquare, when they were con- 
{cious to themtelves of a prediétion, that both tem- 
ple and city fhould be-taken, when it fhould be re- 
duced to that form? But they were chiefly ftimu- 
lated to this unfortunate war by the mifconitruction 
of a prefage, importing that, in thofe days, there 
fhould one come out of Judea that fhould have 
the command of the whele world. This they ap- 
plied to their own nation, and many great men tell 
tthe prow tO the fame error. But this prophecy, in faét, re- 
pheey or Jared to Velpafian, who was created emperor in Ju- 
avemperor diva, But fancy fuggells divers interpretations ; 
of fudea, and thus ic was with the Jews, till, in the end, they 
tuffercd For their errors, by the irreparable deltruc- 


fultitled in 
Veipafin. tion of themielves and their country. 


CHAP. XIII. 

Titus is faluted emperor, according to ancient cuftei. 
The fei ce of hunger and drought in extremity, Ti- 
ius orders certain pricfts to be put to death. Sinion 
and Joli, the heads of faétions, defire a conference 
ath Titus. The cmperer egrees to it, and makes 
a fuitalle fpecch upon the occafion, The ews rejedl 
tie terns be offers. Titus refolves on the total diino- 

liticnw of the eity, but, on the fupplications of jeime 

royal inferceffers, abates of bis vigour, aid demon- 

Sirates bis cleiwncy. 

















ryshil faction having fled into the city on the 
burning of the temple, and_all che buildings 


“Titus pra- 
elarmed em~ & 


poorbythe about it, the Romans lodged their enfigns againit 
army, 2 a a = 


the caftern gate, where they oftred facrifice, and, 
with great dhouts and acclamations, proclaimed 
‘Titus emperor. The foldiers acquired fuch im- 
menfe booty, that gold in Syria was reduced to one 
half of its former value. 


There was a boy among the priefts, upon the wall, 
that begged permiffion of the Roman guards to de- 
fcend, and get fome water to quench the parching 
thirft under which he laboured. The guards com- 
miferating his tender ycars and extreme neceffity, 
gave him their right hands as a fecurity for his 
lise. ‘Lhe boy accordingly defcended, drank, filled 
a vetlel he had with him, and returned to his friends 
with fuchexpedirion, thatthe guards could notover- 
take him. ‘he Romans, upon this, charged him 
with perfidy; but he ingenioufly pleaded that he 
covenanted only for liberty to fetch the water, not 
to continue with them when he had it, and confe- 
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quently had not viclated any agreement. The plea 
was admitted, and the delufion looked over on ac. 
count of his tender years. ‘ 
Cn the fifth day after this, the priefts, urged by 
outrageous hunger, came down from the walls, and; 
being conducted by the guards to Titus, caft them. 
felves at his feet, and implored his mercy. But he 
told them the time of pardon was over; for the 
temple being dettroyed, it was but reafonable they 
fhould follow, fince the priefts and their temple 
fhould be inffeparable ; and upon this he ordered 
them to be put to death. 





The heads of the faction, finding themfelves fo 
encompafed, that there was no pofibility of eféap- 
ing, defired a conference with Titus, who, with his 
natural generofity, was inclined to grant it; partly ix 
from a defire to fave the town, and partly at the ia. 
ftance of his friends, in hopes that the rebels might 
be brought to better terms for the future. * 





Titus then made a ftand on the weft fide of the 
inner temple, near the gates that led to the gallery 
where there was a bridge of communication betwixt 
the temple and the upper town, which, at this time, 
parted the Romans and the Jews. ‘Phe multitude 
on both fides gathered about their generals; the 
Jews about Simon and John, to learn what hopes 
there were of pardon; and the Romans about Titus, - 
defirous of teeing the manner in which pe would re- 
ceive the fupplicants, Having commanded ‘lence, 
and an intermiffion of all hoftilities, he delivered his 
zing to them, by an interpreter, to the following 
cffeét : 


“ Ts not your country wretched enough? Will ; 
you never be brought to a fenfe either of your own 7 
weaknefs, or of the Roman power, but, like to 
many madmen, ruin your people, city, and temple, 
at once, and yourfelves too moft deierved|y in the 
conclufion 2?) When were you ever out of broils 
and tumults, fince Pompey laid your city in 
afhes ? Nothing will ferve you now but open war 
againit the Romans. Is it your numbers you de- 
pend upon? You have feen the time that one 
half of our army have been able to cope with you. 
Jo you value yourfelves upon the faith of your 
auxiliaries and allies? Where is that people under 
the fun, that is not more or lefs in our allegiance? 
or that would not rather have the Romans as 
friends than the Jews ? If you reckon upon the 
{lrength of your. bodies, take notice that the 
Germans are our fubjects. And as to the firmnels 
of your walls, are they [tronger than the Britons’ 
wall, the ocean ? and yet thofe people, with chat 
fence, have not been able togvithitantl us. If you 
rely upon the addrefs and“refolution of your 
leaders, we have been too hard, you know, for the 
Carthagenians themlelves. Butitis the humanity 
of the Romans that hath raifed up enemies [0 
themfelves ; firft, in giving you lands in pofiel- 
fion, and then fgtting up kings out of your own 
tribes to gover them. We have alfo granted 
you the freedom and exercite of your country ¢ 
laws, and permitted you to live, both at homean 
abroad, according to your own liking. And, 
what is more than all the reft, we have, allowed 
you the privilege of collecting, receiving, 
employing contributions and tributes, tor. the 
maintenance of your religion and God’s holy 
worfhip, with all freedom to yourfelves and your 
friends. f 








Wrhat’s the ufe you have made of all 
thefe benefits, but toenrich yourfelves jnto aca- 
pacity of doing us the more mifchief, in the em; 
ploying of our own money againit ourfelves ¢ 
You do, in truth, bchave yourfelves like the wo 
of ferpents, that practite, upon the lives of thele 
that take them into thcir bofoms. 


“ Tr is agreed, that the contempt you had for the 
fpiritlefs dilpofition of Nero, made you forget the 
quiet that at the fame time you enjoyed, and put 
“© you upon ambition and extravagant delist: 5, 
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& My father, you muft know, did not come into 
* Judsea to call you to an account for your defec- 
“tion from Cellius, but rather to reform you by 
* admonition and good advice. If the depopula. 
*¢ cing of this nation had been his bufinets, he would 
“have itreck at che_root, and begun with Jerufa- 
‘lem, rather than Galilee, and thofe parts, which 
“ he did on purpote to give you room and leilure to 
“repent. But his liberality pafied for weaknels, 
“and our lenity harch given you a boldnefs that you 
* take for courage. 


** After the death of Nero, according to the cuf- 
“com of other wicked men, you took advantage of 


** our divilions ; and my father and myfelf were no- 


“ fooner gone to igypt, than you took the oppor- 
“cunity of our being abfent, co Jay the foundation 
“ of a war againit us; and, notwithftanding all the 
“ proofs we have given you of our tendernels and 
of Jaianey in the government of thofe provinces, 
** you had yet che effrontery to enter into practices 
“ again{t us, even when my father was already de- 
“© clared emperor, and mytelf Czefar. Nay, ic went 
** further yee; for, after the very eftablifhment of 
“us, by commonconfent, inthe quiet and peaceable 
* pofieiiion of the empire, and the congratulatory 
** compliments that were paid us by foreign mi- 
“‘ nifters, upon our acceffion to the government, 
“who but the Jews were {till our enemies ? as ap- 
“ peared by their difpatches of embaffies and depu- 
** rations beyond Euphrates, for affittance in their 
“revolt. To fay nothing of your new fortifica- 
“tions, faclions, and competitions, till it came, 
“inthe end, toa civil war; an ingraticude that 
* none but the wickedelt of men could have been 
** guilty of. 


“When my father fent me (though with great 
“ difficulty and reluctance) to call this ttubborn re- 
** bellious city to account, how pleated I was to 
“hear that the people were dilpofed towards a 
** peace ! how did I beg of you to prevent a wat 
* before a blow was ftruck ! Can you fay that I did 
«, not make it as ealy to you afterwards as I could ? 
«, Did T ever refule any man of you that offered 
«, bimlelf? Did I ever break faith with any man 
= that came over to me? How tender was I of your 
S prifoners ! or was I ever hard upon any man that 
«Suid not inflame the quarrel? With what re- 
«, ance did I come to the battering of your 
«, Wall! Tavoided all bloody executions as much as 
«, PoMible. When did I ever get the better of you, 
«2nd not fue for peace, as if you yourfelves had 
;, been the conquerors? Whenever I came near 
: ye temple, I took no advantage of the right I 
_ bad, by the law of arms, to deftroy it; but only 
«, Made it my requeft to you, to fpare yourlelves, 
«ind all that was holy that belonged to you. Did 
<, ) Not offer you free leave to depart, and upon 
ee terms Of fecurity too? Or, if nothing but fight- 
«. Ng would ferve your turn, I gave you the choice 
. of your own time and place. What is the fruic 

now of all this tendernets, but the burning of the 


rus Jj E W Sz. 


“to the contrary; but chat they were ready to be 
** gone, if he pleated, wich their wives and children, 
“into the defart, and leave the town. to the Ro- 
“mans. ' Titus was fo incenfed at prifoners giving 
“law, and impofing conditions upon the con- 
** querors, that he caufed proclamation co be made, 
“that no Jew thould prefume, tor the future, to 
“make any further application to Titus, or expect 
“ cither protection or quarter; but that they might 
“now defend themfelves by arms as well as they 
“* could ; for Crelar was refolved to govern himfe!r’ 
* by the rules of war.” 


‘Titus then gave orders to the foldiers to plunder 
and burn the city; fo thaton theday following, they 
fet fire to the repofitory of the archives, to che 
council-chamber, and a place called Ophlas; at 
which time the fire proceeded as far as the palace of 
queen Helena, which was in the middle of Acra. 
The lanes were allo confumed, as were the houfes 
that were full of the dead bodies of thofe who 
perifhed by famine. 


On the fame day the fons and brethren of king 
Izates, with feveral other perfons of rank, preferred 
a petition to Titus for their lives, which, according 
to his wonted benevolence, he granted, thouh they 
had juftly incurred his indignation. He ordered 
them, indeed, to be kept in cultody ; and the fons 
and relatives of Izates were fent bound as holtages 
to Rome. 


CHAP. XIV. 


The faction move to the palace-royal, where they Slay 
about 8400 perfons, and feize all their treafure.” Al 
nice point of honour amongft the Romans. The affec- 
lion of Yofephus for his country. Dreadful ravages 
va oe and famine. Miferable refources of the 

aclion. : 
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TIE faétion now rufhed into the palace-royal, ‘rhe rebels 


where many had depofited their effeéts on ic= fy tothe 
count of its ftrength, drove the Romans out of it, P** 


flew about 8400 perfons, and plundered them of all 
their treafure. They took, upon this occafion, two 
Roman foldiers alive, the one belonging to the in- 
fantry, the other tothe cavalry. ‘Che former they 
flew, and had him dragged throughout the city, as 
revenging themfelves upon the whole body of the 
Romans by this one inftance. The latter, on pre- 
tence of having fomething to communicate relative 
to the intereft of the faétion, was brought before 
Simon; but the pretence appearing frivolous, he 
was delivered up to Ardalas, one of Simon’s offi- 
cers, to be punifhed. He was brought out with his 
hands bound behind him, and a band over his cyes, 
in order to be beheaded within fight of the Romans 3 
but as the executioner was preparing for his office, 
the prifoner flarted away, and made his efcape to 
the Romans. 


Though Titus could not think of putting him to 


* temple with your own hands, that I would fo wil- 
clingly have preferved ? Have you the hardinefs 
«, NOW at laft to invite me to aparley, as if you had 
« any thing left to acone for what you have de- 
«, troyed ? How can you expect a pardon for your- 
«, felves, that would not fo much as pardon your 
, own temple ? You prefent yourfelves in arms too, 
, Without fo much as pretending to be fupplicants. 
But to come to the ground of this miferable con- 
fidence; your people are wholly difheartened, 
«, Your temple is gone, the city mine, and yourfelves 
<, all at my mercy: and yet you would be thought 
_ 50 infift upon ‘terms of honour at laft. Not to 
., tand expoitulating any longer with you on your 
«, follies, lay down your arms, and furrender your- 
: felves, and I am yet content to give you your 
a lives. W hen J have once done neceffary juflice 
ee UPON the principal rebels, you fhall find me a 

gentle mafter to the reft.?’ The faction returned 
im this anfwer, “ That they could not deliver 
i themfelves up upon any promife or affurance he 
cule e them, becaufe they were under an oath 

No, 38, 


death for thus cfcaping from the enemy, yet, as he A point of 
deemed it unworthy ofa Roman foldier to be taken benour a- 
alive, he was difarmed cafhiered ; an indignity to aes 
ila of honour more piercing than the lots of 

ife. 


The next day the Romans drove the rebels out of 
the lower city, and fet all on fire as far as Siloam. 
‘L hefe foldiers, indeed, had the pleafure of fleeing 
the city deftroyed; butthey miffed the plunder, for 
the Jews had carried off all their effeéls, and were 
retired into the upper city. Such was their obftinacy, 
that, fo far from repenting of the mifchiefs they had 
done, they became infolent, and beheld the confla- 
Sration of the city with joyful countenances, in ex- 
peétacion of death, as they declared, to end their 
miferies. The people were now wafted, the temple 
burnt down, and the city in a blaze; fo that there 
was nothing farther left for the enemy todo. 


“ 


‘ 


7 3 : 2%: 
: Inthis utmoftextremity, however, Jofephus didall Pati tolifm 
that could be done to fave the miferable ruins of 2°) i?" #! 
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defolated city. He remonftrated with them on their 
barbarity and impiety, and gave them advice as to 
their future ‘proceedings. But they derided his 
counfel;, as they were bound on oath not to furren- 
der themfelves, as wellas fo accuftomed to laughter, 
they could not reftrain from the commiffion of it. 


OF 


-In this diftratted ftate of things they difperfed 
themfelves throughout the city, and laid in ambufh 
amonglt its ruins, to furprize thofe that might at- 
tempt todefert tothe Romans. Accordingly many 
of them were taken; for they were too much re- 
duced by famine to efcape by flight.” Their dead 
bodies were thrown to the dogs: but of all deaths 
famine was the moft frightful and ghaftly, info- 
much that many went over to the Romans, defpair- 
ing of mercy, and merely to exchange one death for 
another. ‘Uhe itreets were ftrewed with dead bodies 
trom one end of the city to the other, that had been 
either murdered or ftarved. 


‘Vhe laft hopes of the faction were in their re- 
cefles in fubterrancous caverns, from a vain fancy 
that there they might lie concealed till the Romans 
were gone, and that then they might make their ef- 
cape, not confidering that no receis could hide them 
from the atl-lecing cye of Divine juftice. They de- 
pended, however, on thelefubterfuges, and did more 
mifchier than the Romans by fire, killing and rob- 
bing all they could meet, that came for fanétuary to 
thofe caverns. Nay, they now fought one with ano- 
ther about their plunder; and [ cannot but think, 
if their deftruction had not prevented it, their bar- 
baricy would have induced the living to cat the 
fleth of the dead. 


CHAP. XV. 

The Romans begin to raife banks againft the upper 
town. The Idumcans offer their fervices to Titus, 
who accepts the fante, aud grauts then: pardon. Simon 
puts the deputics of the Idumeans to death. Men, 
women, and children, fold like herds of beafts in a 
market. Titus féts 40,000 of the populace at liberty. 
Phineas, treafurer of the temple, makes a valuable 
diftovery. 


i IT US obferving that the upper town was 
feated on fuch crags and precipices, that it 
could noc poffibly be taken without raifing banks 
againft it, entered upon that arduous undertak- 
ing the twentieth day of the month. ‘The con- 
veyance of the materials was attended with much 
difficulty, as all the trees within the diftance of an 
hundred furlongs from the town were cut down for 
the former works. The four legions threw up a 
bank on the weft fide of the city, over againft the 
palace royal. The auxiliaries, and the rett, caft up 
another towards the gailery with the bridge, and a 
fert that Simon built in his war with John, known 
by the name of Simon’s Tower. 


Atthe fame time the Tdumzzan officers concerted a 
plan of defertion to the Romans, and fent five de- 
puties with a tender of their fervices to Titus, and a 
petition for mercy in the name of the rett. Though 
the application was rather late, Titus, from an opi- 
nion that the rebel tyrants, John and Simon, would 
never ttand it out after fuch a defertion, fent thede- 
putes back with a promife of their lives; for he 
looked upon the Idummeans as the moft confiderable 
part of their army. The plan, it feems, had tran- 
ipired ; for the deputies were apprehended, immedi- 
ately puc to death, and thcir leaders imprifoned, of 
whom James, the fonof Solas, was thechief, Though 
much could not be expected from rhe common fol- 
dicrs, now deprived of their officers, they were kept 
under a ftricter guard, but even that precaution 
could not prevent their deferting. Many were cut 
off, but more eicaped ; for Titus had too much ge- 
neroficy to prefs his former prohibition to the utmoft 
rigour; and thevery foldiers themlelves, betwixt the 
hopes of booty, and: a glut of blood, became more 
humane and moderate.” Ihe common people were 
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fold; with their wives and children, like beafts ina 
Maha and at eafy rates, there being but few pur. 
chaiers, 


Titus reflecting upon this, and upon his own pro- 
clamation, forbidding any more Jews to come over 
to him fingly, was now pleafed to difpenfe with his 
order, and to receive as many of them, one by one. 
as prefented themfelves; but with fuperiors over 
them, to diftinguifh the good from the bad, and to 
deal with them according to their merits. Vat 
numbers of them were fold; and upwards of forty 2 
thoufand fet at liberty by Titus, to go whitherfoeyer 
they pleated. oe 





There was, atthe fame time, one Jefus, a prieft, and 
the fon of Thebuth, who compounded with Titus 
for his life, upon condition of delivering up to him 
fome of the veffels, donations, and other ornaments 
belonging to the templé. He came out, and deli. 
vered to him, from the wall, twocandlefticks, fome 
tables, cups, and goblets, all likethofein the temple, 
of gold. Iie gave him alfo feveral veils, facerdotal 
habits, and a great number of {facrificing veflels. 


- Phineas, the treafurer of the temple, produced » 
many priefts habits and girdles, purple and fearler = 
ftuffs, that were folded up for ufe. There was allo 
@ proportion of cinnamon, caffia, gums, and per. 
fumes, for daily incenfe, befides feveral forts of 
holy ornaments, and private goods. “This man, in 
confideration of thofe fervices, obtained from Titus 
the fame pardon that he allowed to fuch as volun- 
tarily deferred. 





CHAP. XVI. 

Lhe banks ave finifoed, and the Romans advance with 
their engines againft the upper wall. Soime of the 
faéion withdraw, while others fland their ground. | 
Simeon and Fohu are terrified by falfe alarms. They 
Leconte infatuated, and réfign the flrongeft places they 
had to the Romans, who carry all before them. Titus 
tuputes bis fuccefs to an over-ruling Providence, ant 
caufes a monument to be creéted as a teftimony of it. 
Gives orders concerning the difpofal of the prifoners. 


T ‘HE works being finifhed on the feventh day 

of the month Gorpieus, the Romans advanced 
their engines; and that part of the faétion that de- 
{paired of holding out, quitted the walls, and with- 
drew to the caftle; and others into fubterraneous 
vaults, while the more refolure maintained their, 
ground, and oppofed thofe who had the direction of 
the battery. The Romans overcame them by their 
numbers and _ftrength, tho’ chiefly by the alacrity 
with which they executed their orders, while the 
Jews were dejected, and become weak. As foon 
as they obferved any flaw in the wall, or that any ot 
the turrets gave way to the engines, the defendants 
fhifted away as faft as they could. Simon and John 
themfelves were feized with a panic, and fled, even ; 
before the Romans were come within diftance of do: 
ing themany hurt. Thefe men, whofe infolent and 
arrogant practices had been fo notorious, now tren) 
bled with the direft apprehenfions, and exhibited 
every proof of dread and pufillanimity. They made 
an attempt, indeed, upon the wall of circumva’ 
lation that the Romans had _raifed about the city: 
attacked and made a breach in it, with a refolution 
of falling upon the guards, and making their efeape; 
but perceiving, when they expected to be fecondet, 
that their friends had all forfaken them, they hur- 
ried away in confufion, as their fears and neceffities 
moved them. P 








In this fantaftical variety of frightful imagine 5" 
tions, one brought news that the whole wall to ie ae 
weftward was overthrown ; others that the Roman 
were juil at the foot of it, thar fome were oe 
and fome of them feen.in poffeffion of the oO 
Whatever they feared they faw, falling proftrats 
upon their faces, and bemoaning their follies, a, 
they had been thunder-ftruck, and knew not wht 
way to turn themfelves, 
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The interpofition of Divine Providence wis 
very remarkabie upon this occalion ; forthe tyrants 
wholly deprived themlelves er the fecurity they had 
in their own power, by quitting thole holds of their 
own accord, that could never have been taken 
but by famine, and this atter they had {pent fo much 
dime to no purpole, upon other places of much lels 
importance. By this means the Romans became 
matlers of three Impregnable forts by fortune, that 
could never have been taken any other way; for the 
three famous towers formerly mentioned were proof 
ainit all batcery 

Upon their quitting thefe towers, through the im- 
pulle of a judicial inratuacion, they haftened away 
tothe valeot Siloam, and, arteriome recollection and 
refrefhment, made an affaule upen the new wall 
there; but twas fo fainc and weak, thac che guards 
beat them offs for, betwixc fauue, defpondency, 
dread, and mulery, their ftrengih faded them, and 
they again retired into fubterrancous caveras. 


The Romans being now maflers of the walls, 
planted their enfigns upon the towers, with acclama- 
tions of triumph for the victory they had gained, as 
having found the end of the war much lighter than 
the beginning ; if, at dealt, the war was now at an 
end, which they could not well doubt, without dit? 
trulting their own cyes. 

The foldiers were now broke loofe all over the 
town, wich their fvords drawn, Maying all that fell 
in their way without dillinétion, and burning entire 
houles, and whatever was in them, in one common 
flame. In many places, which they entered to fearch 
tor plunder, they found che carcaies of fuchas had 
perihed by famine; fo thar, flruck with horror at fo 
hideous a fpectacle, they came our withour touching 
any thing: but chis commileration for the dead did 
not render them in the leail degree more humane to 
the living, for they flabbed every one they met, in- 
fomuch that the channels of the city ran down with 
blood, as if it had been to quench the fire. In the 
evening they defitled from Naying, and proceeded 
to burning, 

« The eighth day of the month Gorpieus put an 
- end to the conflagration of Jerufalem ; and if all the 
bleffings it ever enjoyed from its foundation had 
been in proportion to the calamities itfuflained dur- 
ing this fiege, it would certainly have been the envy 
of the world. ‘I'he fource of ‘all its miferies arole 

from its producing fo iniquitous and abandoned a 

Seneration, as brought on its total overthrow, and 

iheathed their fwords in the very bowels of their 

country. 


As Pitus was taking a furvey of the upper town, 
the works, the fortifications, and particularly the 
‘P towers, which the tyrants in their infatuation had 
_ abandoned, when he contemplated on their alti- 

tuce, dimenfions, and ficuation, together with the 

curious delign and execution of the whole fabric, 
he broke forth into this pious rhaplody: ‘ Tf an 

., Slmighty arm had nor been ftretched forth to 

our ailiftance, we could never have ejeéted the 
Jews out of thefe fortifications, as it was certainly 
«, HM undertaking not to be accomplifhed by human 
.,.poweralone.”” Elaving made this remark to his 
triends about him, his next care was to fet all the 
pruoners ac liberty whom the tyrants had left in the 
towers, and afterwards, upon demolifhing the city, 
to prelerve thole turrets as a monument of his fuc.- 
cels through Divine aid, without which their reduc- 
tion would have been impracticable. 


ae Ihe Roman foldiers being quite fpent with doing 
~. EXecution, and numbers fill remaining alive, ‘Litus 
- ++ Gave orders that only fuch fhould be put to death as 
Were found to make refiftance; appointing I*ronto, 
oncof his own council, to determine the fate ofevery 
one according to his merits. The robbers and {e- 
ditious impeached one another, and were all put to 
death, Thofe of comely and graceful perfons, and 
In the prime of youth, were referved to adorn his 
triumph. As for the reftof the multicude, all thole 
epee deventeen years old were fent in bonds to the 

‘SyPtian mines. Others were diftributed up and 
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down the provinces for the ufe of the theatres, as 
@ladiztors; and thoie under deventeen were fold for 
flaves. = 

While the prifoners were under the charge of 
Fronto, eleven thouland of them were ftarved to 
death, through the charlifhnels of the keepers on 
the one haad, who neglected to bring them food, 
2nd their own difgutt on the other, chat retrained 
them from eating. But their numbers in fact were 
jo great, that there was not provifion adequate to 
their futtenance. 


i CoPtone Dy 


The number of thofe that perifoed in the fiewe, and ef 
thofe taken captize. “John and Sinon taken, The 

one kept fer triauph, the other a prisoner for life: 

The city laid in afoes, and the calls thrown dotci. 





AVET. 





TEI. number of thofe taken captive durin® xambe 

{ ochis whole war, was computed co amount CO the 
nincty-feven thoufand 5 andthenumberof tholfe that toners and 
perifhed during the ficge, was eftimated at cleven the "in 
hundred thoufand : the greateft pare of them were 
Jews by nation, though not citizens of Jerulalem 5 
for it was ata general aflembly in thac metropolis, 
from all quarters, to celebrate the featt of the pals- 
over, thac they were furprized into a war. ‘Phe 
multitude was fo prodigious, that, for want of de~ 
cent zccommodation, they firft brought the plague 
into the city, which, through want of competent 
provilion, was followed by a famine. ‘Phat the 
city was capacious enough to contain fo many peo- 
ple is manifeft, if credic may be given to the cal- 
culation of Cellius. 

Nero held the Jéws in fuch contempt, that Celtius 
miuade fuit to che high-priett, to devile tome method 
of numbering the people; and this he did from a 
defire of convincing the empcror that the Jewith 
nation was not fo delpicable as he imagined. ‘Vhey 
took their time to enter upon the computation at Comput 
the celebration of their pafchal featk. When offér- tion aren 
ing up facrifices, according to cultom, from the phighe nulls 
ninth hour of the day to the eleventh, which ftacri- ees = 
fices were afterwards to be caten in their families, by 
ten at lealt, and fometimes twenty,. to a lamb, the 
number of facrifices was 25,650, which, at the rate 
of no more than ten toalamb, amounts to two mil- 
lion, five hundred and fixty-fve thoufand perfons, 
all pure and found; for fuch as labour under cpi- 
demical or naufeous diftempers, are not admitted 
to any part of this folemnity, nor any ftrangers, 
bur fuch as repair thither from religious motives, 


This prodigious concourfeof people, which might 
be faid to comprize the Jewifh nation, was after- 
wards, by a kind of fatality, fhut up in the city as in 
aprifon; for the Roman army encompafied it when 
crowded with inhabitants. Accordingly, the num- 
ber of the flain in the fiege was the heaviett judg- 
ment thatever was infliéled upon mankind. Some 
were put to death openly, others kept in cultody 
by the Romans, who fearched the very fepul- 
chres and vaults for them, and put all they found 
alive to the fword. There were upwards oftwo thou- 
fand that had cither laid violenthands on themfel ves, 
or killed one another by confent, befides thofe that 
perifhed by famine. ‘Phe putrid exhalation of the 
dead bodies poifoned as many as came within the 
reach of it. Some went out of the way to avoid it 3 
others had their hearts fo fet upon booty, that they 
rifled the very carcafes, and trampled upon the dead 
bodies in a putrified ftate. “hey brought out feve- 
ral prifoners the two tyrants had laid in chains there; 
for they perfevered in their crucity to the laft: bute 
Divine vengeance overtook them in the end; for 
John and his brethren, in the caverns, were driven, Julticeoy 
by infupportable hunger, to beg that mercy they had teste 
fo often defpifed; and Simon, after a long ftrugele tyrant 
with an infuperable neceffity, delivered up himielf, nd 
The latter was referved for triumph,and John made 
a prifoner for life. The Romans now fet fire to the 
extreme parts of the city, and threw down the 


walls. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Yerufalem taken and deftroyed. Brief account of its 


hiftory. 


E1US was Jerufalem taken, and utterly deftroy- 

\ ed, in the fecond year of the reign of Vefpa- 
fian, on the eighth day of the month Gorpieus. Ic 
had been taken five times before, that is to fay, by 
Azochzeus, king of Egypt; Antiochus Epiphanes, 
king of Syria; Pompey, Herod, and Sofius, who 
{till preferved it. But Nebuchadnezzar, king of Ba- 
bylon, laidicwafte, one thoufand, four hundred, fix- 
ty-eight years, and fix months after it was firft built. 


The firft founder was a man of power amongft the 
Canaanites, called Melchifedeck, which, in the He- 
brew language, fignifies a righteous king ; for fuch 
he was in aneminent degree. Ele firft dedicated the 
city to the, Almighty ; ereéted a temple in’ic, and 
officiated in quality of a prieft, giving ic the name 
of Jerufalem, which before was called Solyma. 


When David, the'king of the Jews, came after- 
wards to drive out the Canaanites, he planted his 
own people there; and, mn four hundred feventy- 
feven years, and three months, after this, it was 
jaid wafte by the Babylonians. From the reign of 
David to the deftruétion of the city under Titus, 
were one thoufand, one hundred, and feventy-nine 
years : and two thoufand, one hundred, and feven- 
ty-feven, from the, foundation of it. Yet neither 
its antiquity, nor its vaft riches, nor the diffufion 
of its glory over all the habitable earth, nor the 
great veneration paid it on a religious account, have 
been fufficient to preferve it from deftruétion. This 
was, in fine, the iffue of the fiege. 


When the foldiers had neither rapine nor blood- 
fhed to gratify their fpleen, Titus gave orders for 
laying the city and temple level with the ground ; 
and leaving nothing ftanding but the three famous 
towers, Phafaelus, Hippicos, and Mariamne, and 
fo much of che wall as enclofed the city on the left 
fide, where he defigned to_ keep a garrifon. The 
towers were to remain as fo many monuments to 
pofterity of the power and conduct of the Romans 
in taking them. This order was punctually exe- 
cuted; but all the reft was laid fo level, that, the 
place feemed as if’ it never had been inhabited. 
"This was the miferable end to which Jerufalem 
was reduced, from the inordinate propentity of the 
inhabitants t6 innovations. 


CHLAP. XIX. 


Titus diftributes honours and rewards amongft his fol- 
diers, accompanicd wilh an elegant and generous ad- 
drefs. Offers a thankfgiving Sacrifice for bis vic- 
tory. 


‘YTUS having formed a refolution to leave the 
: tenth legion in garrifon in Jerufalem, with 
fome fquadrons and battalions of horle and foot, and 
having difcharged every duty incumbent on a vigi- 
lant and carctul general, was defirous of bettowing 
proper rewards upon thofe who had fignalized them- 
felves in the fervice of their country. To this end, 
he mounted a tribunal, with his principal officers 
about him, and, from an eminence, where he mighc 
beft be heard, delivered himielf to the army in 
terms to the following effect : 


“¢ Iris impoffible, my brave fellow foldiers, to ex- 
prefs the fenfe I entertain of the refpect and obe- 
dience you have fhewn me during the whole courfe 
of this war. Your invincible Srmnefs, upon all 
occafions, and in the moft imminent danger ; the 
reputation you have acquired in advancing the 
honour, andenlarging theterritory, of your coun- 
cry; and, Gaally, the proof you have given, that 
neither tuperiority of numbers, advantages of 
torts, ttrength of places, nor the outrageous fury 


. 


t 


ee 
ae 
ec 
ee 
ec 
ee 










iE 
st 


gus J W = OS:« Boos i 
“ of brutal adverfaries, can ever difcompofe the 
“. Roman conduct and courage, claim every mark 
“¢ of gratitude and refpect. It was but reafon. 
“‘ able for you to put an end to a war that had 
« Jafted fo long, which was your chief defire when 
“ you entered uponit. It muft afford you fingular 
“© pleafure and fatisfation, to fee your choice of 
“© the Roman emperor and generals not only ad. 
“© mitted, but univerfally approved. I cannot but 
© efteem and admire you all for what you have done. 
“© but thofe who have rendered themfelves exemp. 
“© lary in their enterprizes, and thereby done honour 
“¢ to their charaéters and profeffions, may depend 
© on my care to make an equivalent return. Every 
* emulation to excel fhall have a proportionate ac. 
*¢ knowled&ment, as I take more delight in reward- 
¢¢ ing che meritorious, than in punifhing che delin. 
** guent.” 


Titus hereupon ordered the proper officers to pro- , 
duce the lift of thofe who had fignalized.themfelves f" 
by their gallant exploits in the courfe of the war, 
They were Specified by name, and highly applauded, ™™ 
both by the general, and all the refpectable perfons 
prefent on the occafion. From.words he proceeded 
to fubftantial inftances of liberality and bounty, 
They were crowned with coronets of gold; had 
golden ornaments put about their necks ; lances, 
pointed with gold, put into their hands; preiented 
with filver medals; and advanced every man ac- 
cording to his ftation, He gave them money, in 
gold and filver, out of the booty, with rich robes, 
and other things of value. 


Having made this diftribution according to the 
merit of each individual, Titus, accompanied by 
the vows, prayers, and acclamations of the whole 
army, defcended from his tribunal, to offer facrifi- 
ces, and give thanks for his victory. A great num- Oi: 
ber of oxen were facrificed, and diftributed among 
the army. ‘Titus having regaled his officers for 
three days, the troops were difmiffed to their re- 
{peétive quarters, and Jerufalem committed to the 
guard of the tenth legion, without fending it back 
to Fkuphrates, whence it came. 


Bearing in memory that the twelfth legion had 
given way to the Jews under Ceftius, their com- 
mander, he expelled them out of all Syria, (for they 
had laid formerly at Raphanea,) and fent them away 
to a place called Maletine, that lies along. the Eu- 
phrates, upon the borders of Cappadocia and Ar- 
menia, keeping two legions to himielf, as a compe- ° 
tent guard to convoy him into Egypt. From hence 
he took his paffage to Cefarea upon the coaft; but 
it being winter, he durft nor venture into [caly ; fo 
that he depofited his treafure for the prefent, and 
took every precaution for the fecurity of the pri- 
foners. 


CHAP. XX. 


While Titus lay before Ferufalem, Vefpafian vifits fe 
veral fea-ports. Simon taken prifoner by Terentus 
Rufus, and put in chains. Promotes farther difes- 
veries. The births of Domitian and Vefpafian cele- 
bratcd with great pomp. 

Do G the fiege of Jerufalem by Titus, Ve ,, 






pafian embarked on board a trading ve el for ,. 


Rhodes, where he took a galley, and fo paffed OMe ee 
of Ionia into Greece, vifiting all the towns in di 6 
way, where he was moft magnificently receive’ 
He then proceeded to Corcyra, and fo to Japye' 


whence he took his journey by land. 


Titus was now come back from Cefarea upon the 
{ea-coaft, to that called Cefarea Philippi, where. h 
made a confiderable ftay, entertaining himfelf wit 
adiverficy of fpeétacles, as combats betwixt men 
and beafts, man and man, troop and troop, which 
coit him the lives of many of his captives. 


At this junéture Simon, the fon of Gioras,, hap . 
pened ro be taken in the following manner. Simons , 
upon the fiege of Jerufalem, was forced into the up> 4 
per town, and the Romans breaking into the citys 
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he was much puzzled to devife means of effetti? 
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his efeape, UL at length he hic upon this contri- 
vance. Lie got togecher a number of nuncers, itone- 
cutters, fmiths, andimen well fkilledin iron-works, 
ehayving aid ia a tlock of provifions ior feveral 
, they let themiclves all down into a fubterra- 
neous cavern. When they had made their way as 
tar 2s they could, and found che pailige too narraw 
d, they betcok themtelves to digging 
@, hoping to work asthoroughfare, and 
ty to make ther efeape. But, before they could 
ratke apy conliderable advance, their provilion fell 
{bore, and the plan of courle iailed, though they 
managed their ttores with the ucmoil aconomy. 












Simon had now recourle to another device, which 
was to alarm and territy che Romans, “Lo this end 
he put oa a white garment, over which he threw 2 
purple cloak, and in this garb prefented himlelf out 
of the ground {rom under the ruins of the late tem- 
ple, co the amazement of the foldiers and others, that 
tirtk law the tuppoted apparition, Bur, on his ap- 
proach, they took courage, afked him his name, and 
who he was, and, upon his refuling to fatisfy them, 
Alling to fpeak with the officer of the guard, 
tlus Rurus, who had che command, was imme- 
. dent for, and learning che truth from Simon, 
{him to be pucin chains, and traniimitred an 






caules 
a count or the whole affuir to Cacfar. 

Thus was this inhuman tyrant, who had taken 
away do many of his countrymens hives by tubor- 
nation and fall evidence, upon pretence of their go- 
ine over Cothe Romans, brought to jultice himtelf, 
and delivered into the hands of his enemies, with- 


out any force upon him, by his own act. | But the 
flyoke of Divine vengeance cannot be avoided; nor 
is the power of innocence and juftice to be con- 
tended with; while the punifhment is frequently 
ageravated by being deferred, and when notorious 
ollenders hug, themielves in fecurity.  “Vhis was the 
cate of Simon in the hands of the Romans; and his 
fantatticaltehemeof rifling outof the ground, proved 
anoccafion of dilcovering divers of his companions 
in thetr lurking-places. 

Simon being prefented to Titus in chains, on his 
return to Celarea by the fea-fide, was ordered to be 
kept for his triumph at Rome. While ‘Vitus was 
at Cefarea, he feta day apart for the celebration of 
the nativity of his brother Domitian, and a great 
number of his condenined prifoners were dedicated 
to the honour of the folemnity. “Che number of 
thote that were deftroyed by beats, fire, and in com- 
bat one with another, Were ftuppoled to amount at 
leat to cwo thouland five hundreds; and all this coo 
lite in the opinion of the Romans, who bore them 
a mortal averfion. “Pitus went afterwards to Bery- 
tus, acity of Phoenicia, anda Roman colony, where 
he continued for fome time, and celebrated his ta- 
ther’s birth-day with more tplencdour and magni- 
ficence than the former, both for fpectacles, and 
other lumptuous cnicriainments, 





CrlL~AP  NAI. 







rfed throughout the habitable carth, ef- 

a.oand sintioch,  clutiochus, the fon of 

many difafters, by fetting up the Pa- 

fuppreljing the obfervation of the 

“takes fire, and duliochus imputes 
S. 








5 OCF? 
4 and 
leg at 





“TIE Jews in Antioch were now accufed for di- 
vers mifdemeanors againft them, of a public 
erthan a private nature. But it is neceflary to 
v ze upon this fubjeét, for the better underftand- 
Mg the fequel of this hiftory. 
‘fhe Jews are a people difperfed over the face of 
¢ wholeearth, particularly amongft the Syrians, as 
ey are their near neighbours, and more cipecially 
ch, where there are great numbers of them, 
: iy on account of its being a large and popu- 
ous city, but alfo by reafon of the privileges and 
immunities they have enjoyed through the favour of 
Sovemnment ever fince the days of Antiochus lpi- 
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phanes, who laid wafte the city of Jerufalem, and 
rifled the temple. ‘Phe fucceflors of Antiochus 
cauled reflicution to be made to the Jews of all the 
braven vellels that had been taken away, in order to 
be dedicated to che fervice of their fynagogue at An- 
tioch, allowing them the time freedom of the city 
with the Greeks; and they were likewile treated by 
the fueceedingy Kings after the faroe manner, their 
numbers increatiny, and their temple rich and, flou- 
rifhing, infemuch, thac leveral Pagan proielytes 
cane over to them, and incorporated with their na- 
tion. 





But, upon che breaking up of the war, and Vel- 
pafian’s paling by fea into Syria, the Jews rendered 
chemtelves extremely odious from one parcicular in- 
flance. 
the mofieminene Jews in Antioch, both for rank 
and power. “Uhis Antiochus coming into the thea- 
tre upon a public aslembly, openly charged his fa- 
and certain other torcuzn Jews by name, with 
en to fire che city in the mghe. “Phis enraged 
the multitude co fuch a dezree, chat they called in - 
mediately for fire, and burne the precended contpi- 
rators in the nvidit of the theatre. “The rabble were 
for doing the tame execution on all che reft, and fe- 
curing their country before it was too late. Antio- 
chus aggravated their rage as much as poffible; and, 
asan argument of the affection he had for the Pa- 
gan worlhip, and his averfion to that of the Jews, 
he not only lacrificed after the Pagan manner hin- 
felfy bur toreed others to do fo, upon pain of death 
in cafe of refulal. Some of the inhabitants of An- 
tioch complied with this injunction; but moll of the 
Jews flood out, and were put to death. 


Antiochus being by this time in a better condi- 
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tion to wreak his vengeance upon the Jews, having, 


acommand given him by the governor, exereited 
more rigour cowards the citizens, not permitting 
them to rcit on the feventh day, forcing them to 
work indificrently upon that day as upon others; 
and carried matters to fach excremity, that the ob- 
fervation of the fabbath was not only abolifhed at 
Antioch, bution danger of being abrogated every 
where clic. 

The perfecution of the Jews at Antioch was fol- 
lowed by another calamity. ‘Lhe fquare market, 
with feveral offices where the public records were 
depofited, and other flarely buildings, happening to 
take fire, the Name was to fierce, that the whole city 
was in danger of being burnt to che ground. An- 
tiochus imputed the caule of itto the Jews, and the 
natives were apt_cnough to believe it, for the very 
fake of the hate flory, even if they had not been pre- 
poflefled againft them beforchand. “Paking the 
matter, however, for granted, they fell upon the per-~ 
fons accufed with fo outrageous a fury, thar Calle- 
gas, the deputy-governor to Cerennius Petus, had 
the utmoll difficulty to keep the people quicr, till 
the emperor might be duly informed of the afFair. 
Cerennius had his commiffion as the governor, but 
was notas yet come to his command. Callegas, upon 
a ftriét examination of the matter, evidently difco- 
vered that not one of the Jews acculed by Antio- 
chus had any hand in it. It appeared, on the con- 
trary, to be the fcheme of a few abandoned profli- 
gates of defperate fortunes, whoic only means of te- 
curing themielves trom being apprehended by their 
creditors, was to deftroy their evidence. But the 
Jews were yet under great terror from uncertain ex- 
pectations of the iffue of thele fale accufations. 


CHAP. AX. 

Titus expreffes the greatest jay upon bis father’s arrival 
in Italy. Vefpafian is received at Rome with uni- 
wer fal acclamations. 


ITUS, on, receiving the news of his father’s 
happy arrival in Italy, and of the honourable 
reception he had met with in the courfe of his pro- 
grefs, and particularly the fingular refpeét flhewn 
him on his entering the city of Rome, could not 
Shae bur 
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but give every demonftration of pleafure and fatis- 
VefpaSanis faction. Velpafian was held in the dame veneration 
univerfally ap all diftances, as if he had been prefent; and the 
sepecte’-  pleafing expectation the people had of fecing him, in 
> dome degree compenfated for his abfence. Whe fe- 
nate, who bore in memory the milerable revolutions 
they had feen, upon transferring the fovereign rule 
trom one prince to another, elteemed themiclves 
happy inthe bleffing of an emperor that brought re- 
putation, conduét, and experience with him into the 
adminiftration. ‘Che common people were no lefs 
pleafed with the change, efpecially as they were at 
that time embroiled in civil wars, and entertained a 
_ hope of being reftored, by his means, to their ancient 
freedom and plenty. ‘The military part had a pecu- 
liar affection tor hina; for the proors he had given 
them, upon divers occafions, of his martial {killand 
genuine prowels, befides the fenie they retained of 
the fhame and fcandal they had duffered under other 
commanders, made them conclude thac no man 

was {o fit to fet them right as Velpafian. 


This prince, in fine, was fo univerlally beloved, 
that thofe who enjoyed any potts of dignity under 
the government, had not patience to wait his com- 
ing at adiftance, and therefore went out to meet him 
a confiderable way from the city, with fuch atrain 
of the populace after them, that more came out than 

‘All peopte feayed behind. As he advanced near the town, word 
charmer was brought him how he gained upon the affection 
with hisaf of the people by his affability and addrefs; the ways 
fbility and being chronged with women and children, from a 
"longing curiofity to fee him, breaking into rapture 
of admiration at the elegance of his perfon, and the 
politenels of his manners; calling him their benefac- 
tor, deliverer, and protector, and excolling him as 
the only prince under the fun that deferved an im- 
perial crown. The whole city was fo fet out with 
garlands and perfumes, that it retembled a temple 5 
and the ftreets fo crowded, that there was hardly any 
pafling to the palace. Wefpafian at the jame time, 
offered up to his houfhold gods facrifices of thank{- 
giving for his fafe return, while the multitude gave 
themielves up to featting, with their tribes, tami- 
lies and neighbours, wilhing a long and happy reign 
to Vefpafian, and a continuance of the imperial 
fovercignty to his fon, and thofe of the line that 
fhould come after him. This was the manner in 
which the citizens of Rome reccived Vefpafian, and 
the empire immediately expericnced the happinefs 

of his aufpicious reign. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 






The Germans revolt, with the caufe ofit. Coffins and 
-Civilis the anthors of arebellion. ~ Petilius Cerealis 
puts foie flop to it, and Domitian totally fupprefs it. 
An ivruption of the Scythiens into the Remain terri- 
tories. Rubrius Gallus puts them all to the rout. 


Bes the arrival of Vefpafian at Alexandria, 

and during the time that Titus was before 

theGer. Jerufalem, there happened a revolt among the Ger- 

mans rebel. Mans, to which they were animated and encouraged 
by their neighbours the Gauls, in hopes of fhaking 
off the Roman yoke. ‘The Germans being naturally 
terocious and inconfiderate, readily engaged in any 
rath undertaking ; befides, they were incited to it by 
a mortal averfion to the Romans, as the only power 
they feared: to which may be added, a favourable 
conjucture of the times, with refpect to the prefeat 
jaétions and divifions of the empire upon fo many 
changes of government. 


Cantus and. Clflius and Civilis, two men of rank among the 
Civilisthe Germans, took advantage of thele diftractions to 
a.u0s0f promote fedition, to which they had been difpoted 
arebellicl. [one before. Upon founding the multitude, they 
sound chem eager for the attempt; and in all proba- 
bility they would in general have embarked in it, 
had they not been prevented by a fortuitous circum- 
tance fur the Romans, Petiltus Cerealis, formerly 
governor of Germany, received letters from Velpa- 
(tan, appointing him contul, and commanding him 
19 repair inimediately to italy, and take upon bim 
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the command. Flaving intelligence, on his way, of 
this infurreétion, he marched againlt them as they Pe 
were in a body, charged and putthem tothe rout with * 
very great flaughter, and brought che reft back . 
again to their duty. Flad not Cerealis fallen thus 
juddenly upon them, it had not been long betore 
they would have been brought to condign punith- 
ment. For the news of this rebellion had no fooner 
reached Rome, than Domitian, the jon of Velpa- 
fian, who inherited the heroic {pirit of his valiant 
father, put himfelf at the head of an army againft o-., 
thele barbarians, who, upon.the very rumour of his * 
approach, furrendered themfelves, deeming ita hap. 
pinefs to return to their former allegiance, without 
juffering any farther punifhment. When Domitian 
had appeafed the commotion in Gaul, fo as to ob. 
viateany fulpicion of arelapte, he returned to Ron, 
amid{t the acclamations of the people, as having 
performed exploits that were above his ownage, and 
worthy the fon of fo great a father. 





The rebellion of the Germans was followed by a 
furious incurfion of the Scythians, or Samarians, 
who, tranfporting themfelves over the Danube, 
with a vaft body of men, into Myfia, without being 
perceived, furprized feveral Roman garrifons, and, 
with relentlets cruelty, put them all to the fword. 
They allo few Fonteus Agrippa, aman of confular 
authority, at the head of his troops, and procecded to 
lay watte the whole province. When Velpafian re- 
ceived intelligence of the havock they mace in My-" 
fia, he fent Rubrius Gallus to call them to account. 
Vhis oficer. did great execution upon them, fo that 
the infurreétion was quickly at anend ; and the ge- 
neral took care to fecure the paffages leading to the 
province from any {uch incurfions in future, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Titus marches in triumph with bis prifeners. The feb- 
batical river, and whence it derived that appeileti 
The people of Antioch rejoice at the arrival of Titus. 
Prefent a petition againft the Jews, which is re- 

jected. Titus goes for Egypt, and is much affedted ct 

the defolate condition of ferufalem. Vaft treafures 
buried in its ruins. Simon and Fobn, with fevcr 
hundred chofen men, arereferced to grace the tritaph. 

The order and magnificence of it. Che folenuity cet 

cluded in the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus. Death 
of Simon Gioras. Vefpafian dedicates a temple to 
peace. 








Pues on his return from Berytus, exhibited 
magnificent fpectacles in all thecities through : 
which he paffed, carrying his captives with him for 
the honour of his arms, and the ornament of his 
triumph. ‘Che prince dbferved on his way, betwixt 
Arceaand Raphanea, two cities in the kingdom of 
Agrippa, a certain river of fo peculiar a nature 
delerves to be recorded in hiftory. While this river 
flows, it has a full {tream of a trong currents after 
which its fprings fail for fix days together, aie 
leaves the channel dry to the very bottom, On the 
feventh day it fills again, as though. it had undet- 
gone no change, and keeps exactly the fame courle 
ns before. Fence it is called the fabbatical river, 
ps to the feventh day’s feftival among 
ews. 








When the people of Antioch were informed that 
Titus was approaching, they were fo rejoiced ar the 
tidings, that the populace pofted away thirty tr 
longs out of the town, to meet and welcome him © 
his way. «As hedrew near, they made a lane tot 
ceive him, and with all pofiible demonftration of ai- 
fection and refpect, conducted him tothe city, inter 
mixing with their acclamations earneft impor 
nities to banifh all che Jews out of the city. a 
did not yield to their intreaty, but gave them the 
bare hearing quierly. ‘Che Jews, however, were 10 
fearful apprehenfions of the refult. 


Titus made no ftay at Antioch, but continued his 
progrefs towards Teugma, which lies_upen 
- Euphrates 
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Kuphrates, where he was attended with anembafly 
i- trem Volo: s, king of Parthia, and the compli- 
y omenr of a weiden crown ip congraculation of his 
victory over the Jews. “L'irus accepted of the pre- 
feat, treated with the ambaffadors, and went back 
ayain to Antioch, whither he no fooner arrived, 
than the magiflracy invited him, with great earnett- 
nets, to the theatre, with which he gracioufly com- 
plied, and there found a mighty _concourle of the 
citizens waiting his entrance. —Vhey immediately, 
renewed their intreaties to him for the expuifien of 
the Jews; to which ‘Vitus, with his ulual pretence 
of miad, made this reply, “¢ That their own coun- 
try was deftroyed, and no other would receive 
them.?? When they failed in this intkance, they 
preferred anocher requeft, which was, that the pil- 
lars of brats, with the tnferiptions upon them, of 
the Jewith privileges, might either be removed or 
defaced. Titus would noc intereit hindelf in either ; 
but lete the Jews at Antioch in the fame flate as he 
found them, and fo went on his way for Egypt. 





Tiaréon- As he was on his journey, and faw the milerable 
ae defolated condition of Jerulalem, and the country 
Sie about it, he could not but form a comparifon be- 


twixet the former and prefenc ttate; the one refem- 
bling a paradite, the other a defert. “Vhis induced 
him molt compalionately to deplore the deflruction 
of fo famous a city, and execrate the authors of the 
fedition thac were the caule of ir. So tar was he 
irom pretending to raife his reputation upon a pub- 
Nic calamicy, that he decetied che inftruments that 
forced him upon this exeremicy. ‘There was vatt 
treafures buried in the ruins of the city, as gold, 
filver, and other precious conimodities, to an inelti- 
mable value, which the proprietors had concealed 
there through fear of the enemy. Some the Keo- 
nans found our, but che greateft ditcovery was 
made by the prifoners. ‘“Ditus purfued his intended 
journey to ey) pt, paffed over the delert with expe- 
dition into Alexandria, and formed arefolucion of 
embarking thence for Italy, having fenz back the 
4.n- two legions that accompanied him to their old quar- 
ters; the fifth co Myfia, and the tenth into Panno- 
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* of their perlons, were tranfported to Italy, in order 
“to grace the triumyh. . 


Afteraprofperous voyage, Titus arrived at Rome, 
where he was received with the fame honour and 
retpect as his rather. Velpafian went up with the 
reft co meet his fons acircumitance which the peo- 
ple looked upon as an carneft of greater blefings, 
fince the father and his two fons were brought to- 
gether by to aufpicious a Providence. 


Some few days after this, the fenate having refolv- 
ed upon two feveral triumphs, one for the father, 
the other for the fon, in honour of their illuitrious 
atchicvements, Velpafian and ‘Titus, notwithitand- 
ing this decree, declared themfelves for contracting 
both triumphs into one. Previous notice having 
been given of the day appointed for this pompous 
a folemnity, not one of the immenfe multicude was 
leitin the city, but every one went out to fecure a 
Aation, infoniuch that, when they were all placed, 
there was hardly a paffage for the proceffion. ‘The 
loldiers, with their officers at the head, marched in 
good order before day, up to the gates near the 
temple of Ifis, where the princes refled the fore- 
Song night,’ in order co waic their coming up. Ac 
break of day, Vefpafian and ‘Titus advanced, with 
crowns of lauvel upon their heads, and purple robes, 
after the manner of their country, as far as the O&ta- 
Vian Walks, where the fenate, nobilicy, and Roman 
Hairhes, waited for them. A tribunal was ereéted 
herore the portal, and ivory feats upon it, which 
they mounted, and Siting down, were faluted wich the 
ecclamations of the whale field. As they were go- 
Ing on with their culogics on the princes, Vefpafian 
Madea fenal ter filence; and when all was hufh and 
Giuiet, he ttood up, and covering part of his head 
with his garment, offered up certain vows and 
}Tayers according to cultoms, and, after him, Titus 
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did the like. Vefpafian then, ina fhort fpeech, ad- 
drefled the {pectacors in general, and fent away the 
foldiers to.an entertainment prepared for them at the 
charge of the emperor. He then went to the tri- 
umphal gate, fo called from the proceffion in tri- 
umph pafling that way, where, taking a repatt, and 
putting on their criumphal habits, they offered fa- 
crifices, and fo led on the triumph, and marched 
through the theatres for the better view of the 
people, and the greater glory of the folemnity. 


THE 


The magnificence and variety of thefe {pectacles. 
cannot be conceived, much lefs exprefled; whether 
they are confidered in point of exquilite workiman- 
fhip, immente value, or attracting novelty; for they 
comprehended an aflemblage of curiofities many 
years felecting, and now combined to compleat the 
triamph of che aufpicious day, to the honour of the 
tranicendant dignity of the Roman empire. There 
was a vall quantity of gold, filver, and ivory, 
wrought into a multiplicity of forms, and fo dif- 
pofed as to exhibit a view pleafingly variegated. 
Some parts were compofed of the rareit purple hang-- 
ings ; others accurately reprefented, to the lite, 
figures embroidered by the art of the Babylonians. 
‘Vhere were allo jewels and precious {tones ; fome 
enchafed into golden crowns, and fome fet with 
other fancies, to add to the variety and fplendour of 
the fpectacle. They had the images of their gods, 
with figures of divers animals, exquilitely finifhed, 
and fuperbly attired. ‘Thefe were borne by a vait 
number of people, arrayed in purple garments, in- 
terwoven with gold; and all chofe that were fet aparct 
dor the fervice of thefolemnity, had their diflinguifh- 
ing ornaments of {tate and iplendour. ‘The very 
captives were not without fomething graceful in 
their habits, to difguife the mifery of their condi- 
tion, and the marks of flavery they wore in their 
faces. 


But nothing was more worthy of admiration than 
the flruéture of the pageants, which were of fuch 
magnitude, that it was almott incredible that the 
bearers could fupport them, The coft was equal 
to the execution; for the furniture was wrought 
with gold, filver, and ivory. There were alfo the 
moft lively reprefentations of war, with all the cir- 
cumftances thacattend it. In one place was the de- 
lineation. of a fruitful country laid wafle; in ano- 
ther whole armies cut to pieces; fome flying, others 
purfuing, or taken prifoners; {lrong walls battered 
to the ground; forts demolifhed ; breaches made 
in fortified cities; towns taken by affaulc; f{treets 
Nowing with blood, and the vanquifhed imploring 
mercy; temples in flames ; houfes falling upon the 
heads of their tenants; and rivers, with their{lreams, 
warped from refrefhing the fields, and taking their 
courle through a general conflagration. ‘This, in 
a word, pourtrayed a lively image of the mileries 
of the Jews; and was fo admirably conttruéted by 
fancy and art, that it might furnish a picturefque 
defeription of the ruin of our once famous city, for 
the information of thofe who were not eye-witneiles 
to it. 


Upon each of the pageants were reprefented the 
governors of the place that was taken, and the man- 
ner of taking it. Next in ordercame the fhipping; 
and then the fpoils, that were difperfed up and down 
in feveral places. The moft confiderable pieces 
were the golden tables, and the golden candleltick, 
that were taken out of the remple of Jerufalem; the 
former weighing feveral talents, and the other not 
applied to the ule for which it was intended. There 
was a kind of pillar that came out of the foot of it, 
and out of that pillar, as from the ftem of a tree, 
feven branches, every branch having at the top the 
retemblance of a lamp; tha number of feven inti- 
mating the veneration the Jews have for their te- 
venth day. After this came the Jewith law, which 
was the lalt trophy of their conquefts that the 
Romans expofed. Vefpafian himlelf, with Titus, 
broughtup the rear, attended by Domitianon horfe- 
back, mounted according to the dignity of his {ta- 
tion, ‘Chey marched together into the temple of 
Jupiter Capitolinus, and there finifhed the triumph. 
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They remained fome little time in this place, it 
being according to ancient cuftom fo to do upon the 
like occafion, till news was brought them, that the 
general of the enemy was flain.. “This general was 
Simon Gioras, one of the captives that was led in 
triumph through the market-place, with a rope 
about his neck, and putto death by thofe that drew 
him, according to the Roman law and practice in 
the cale of fuch maletactors. Word being brought 
that Gioras was dead, the whole field rang with 
fhours and acclamations, and the people betook 
themfelves to their vows and facrifices; and when 
the folemnity was over, the princes returned to the 
palace, where they gave an elegant entertainment ; 
and nothing prevailed throughout the city but mirth, 
teftivity, and giving thanks for the final victory they, 
had obrained over their enemies, to the glory of 
their generals, and the moral affurance of public 
tranquillity. 


_ When thefe triumphs were over, and the empire 
fettled on che fureft foundation, Vefpalian erected a 
temple dedicated to peace. It was finifhed in fo 
fhortatime, and fo glorious a manner, as exceeded 
all human expectation. He fpared_no coit, over 
and above a collection of the choiceft curiofities in 
painting, and tculpture, to adorn it; infomuch, 
that people flocked from all quarters co ice the glory 
and order of chis admirable ftructure. In this tem- 
ple he depofited the golden table andthe candle- 
flick, as the moft valuable trophies of his victory ; 
giving orders that the Jewifh laws, and purple veils 
of the fanétuary, fhould be lodged with great care 
and reverence in.the place. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


fhe fituation of Macherus. Nature of the plants, 
sue aad baaras. Baffius befieges Macherus. The 
natives defend the caftle, and the firaugers the lower 
Daily fhirmifoes.. A gallant enterprize of 
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Eleazar. Raffus difcharges the garrifon, and fets’ 


Eleazur at liberty. 


YA HEN Lucilius Baffus was fent, by Czefar, as 
y legate into Judaa, he took upon him the 
command of the army trom Cerealis Pctilianus, 
and made himlelf malter of the caltle of Herodion, 
with the garrifon that was in it. Atter this he drew 
his troops together, chat lay fcattered up and down, 
propofing, with the help of the renth legion, to re- 
duce Machverus; adefign of the urmolt importance, 
as the flrenach of that place would ever be an in- 
ducement to a rebellion; and as the fituation of it 
gave confidence to the cown, fo it ftruck an awe, on 
the other hand, upon any that fhould attempt it. 


The mountain, upon which Machzerus ftands, is 
prodigioufly high and rocky, to the degree of ren- 
dering it almoft impregnable. Nature has made it 
well nigh inacceffible too, by enclofing it with val- 
lies that are neither to be pafied, nor to be filled up; 
and to deep likewite, that the eye cannot reach their 
bottoms. It reaches to the weitward fixty furlongs 
in length, and borders on the Jake Afphaltitis; and 
the caftle hath an unbounded profpect over all chat 
quarter. Onthe north and fouth it is encompaiied 
with vallies of the fame dimenfions, and as fecure 
trom any attemptas on the other parts. The depth 
on the eaft, is, in length, an hundred cubits, and 
reaches to the mountains over againft Machzerus. 


Alexander, king of the Jews, was the firft chat 
fortified this place, and builta caftle upon it, which 
Gabinius afterwards demolifhed in his war with 
Ariltobulus. Vhen Herod the Great, deeming it 
an object wotthy of his regard, as a place of defence 
againtt the Arabians, ran a fubftantial wall about it, 
with {trong turrets at the corners, of fixty cubits in 
height; and in the middle built a magnificent pa- 
Jace, which was abundantly fupplied with water 
trom cillerns, wherever there was occafion for it, 
as if nature and art had been at {trite which fhould 
exceed the other, the one by fituation, the other by 
improvement. Lle likewile furnifhed this caftle 
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with fo plentiful a magazine of arms, arrows, en 
gines, and provifions of every kind, both for iva 
and fuftenance, that the garriion never need to fear 
either force or famine. 


Within this palace there grew a fort of rue, that 
excited admiration on account of its fize, being as T: 
tall and well fjiread as any fig-tree. According to : 
report, it has been there ever fince the days of fie. "= 
rod, and might have continued longer, it the Jews 
had not rooted it up upon taking the place. I the 
valley on the north fideot Macharus, called Baaras 
there grows a plant of the jame name. Its colour 
refembles that of a flame, and towards the evening 
it fends forth a ray like lightning. It is not cally 
taken, as it recedes from the touch; nay, it is cer. 





inthe hand. Ic is allo taken without danger in the 
following manner. They dig a trench quite round 
ir, till the hidden part of the, root becomes very 
fmall, and then tie a dog to it, and when the dog 
ftrugeles hard to follow him that tied him, the root 
is plucked up; but the animal expires immediately, 
as if it were to redeem the man. After this it may 
be touched with as much fafety as any other plant; 
but it poffeffes one quality that compentfates for the 
trouble in obtaining it, being, on the touch, a cer- 
tain remedy for the expulfion of demons. 


In the fame place there is a wonderful diverfity of 
fprings and fountains, of very different qualities and Cs 
taftes ; fome being hot, others iweet, and others *** 
bitter. ‘Phere are alfo cold {prings, intermingled 
one with another, in the lower ground. But that 
which is more furprizing, is a fhallow cave, witha 
rocky ftone over it, and the figure of two breatts, 
like two fountains, prominent trom it; theonedil. | 
charging hot water, and the other cold; and they 
compole a mott agreeable bath, which is falutary in 
many maladies, and efpecially thofe of the nerves. 
‘There are alfo mines of fulphur and allum. 


When Baffus had taken a full view of this place, 
he refolved to beficge it, propofing to fill up che! 
valley to the ealt of che town, and make his ap- 
He frft, with great pains and 
expedition, raifed a bank againft the caftle, as the 
moft probable means of facilitating the attempt. 
The Jews refident divided themielves from thofe 
who were ftrangers, and turned them olf as an in- 
fignificanct herd to iuftain the firit fhock; while they 
feized on the upper citadel, and held it, not only as 
the moft defeniibié of the nwo, but as a place where 
they might make better terms with the Romans in 
cule of the wortt, They determined, however, to ule 
every effort to divert the fiege ; and there pafied not 
a day without refolute fallies and fkirmithes, anda 
confiderable lofs of men on both fides; one party 
fometimes having the advantage, and fometimes the 
other. The Jews, when they fell upon the Romans 
by furprize, and the Romans, when they were aware 
of the Jews coming, provided to receive them. But 
the conclufion of the fiege did not depend on thele 
fkirmifhes, for an incident happened that reducec 
ae to an abfolute neceflity of giving up the 
caftle. ns 


There was amongft the beficged, one Fleazar,4 
young man, of a bold and enterprizing fpirit, who 
made feveral vigorous fellies, and did ail that was 
poffible, both by counfel and example, to obitruc 
the progrefs of the Romans, and puta check to their an 
undertakings, infomuch that he became at once 3 
terror to his enemies, and a fupport to his friends. |; 
He was the fArft that prefented himfelf in all en 
counters, and the laft in cafe of a retreat that came 
off. It happened, ona certain time, when’a fkirmila 

vas over, and both parties were withdrawn, that 
Eleazar, in a vain-glorious contempt of the enem™)s 
made a itop without the gate, and began to talk £0 
fome of the defendants upon the walls. This be 
ing within view of the Roman camp, one Rufus 4 
Egyptian, availing himielfof the opporrunity, fe" 
him unawares, and carried him off, armed as he was 
into the enemy’s quarter. The Roman general Ga 
dered him to be ftripped and feourged upon as 
ground in the fight of the city. The Jews were” 
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gallant youth, that ke became a fubject of univer 
condolement; which Baflus perceiving, he nacurally 
concluded, thar, if he could but excite their compal- 
fion, he might gain his point, and bring them toa 
compoficion of giving up the place to fave Mleazar’s 
lite. | ‘Uhis fancy fucceeded to his wifh; for, mpen 
the fetting up of a crofs, as if Eleazar was to be 
forthwith crucified, the garrifon broke out into an 
outcry with one voice, ‘* that their affliction was in- 
tolerable.” Eleazar, upon this, begged of them to 
confider both his cafe, who was now to die a wretch- 
ed death, and their own, nor contend longer with 
the valour and fortune of the Remans, fince the 
world had already jubmicted itfelf co their cem- 
pire. 
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This fubmiffion and fupplication of Fleazar, to- 
gether with che powerful interceffions of his friends, 
who were men of rank and influence, foftened the 
defendants into fuch a tendernefs, that they fent de- 
puties immediately to the Romans, with propofals to 
deliver up the caftle, upon condition of difcharging 
fleazar, and leaving the garrifon at liberty to go 
whither they would. Baffus accepted the terms ; 
while the multitude of ftrangers that were in the 
lower town, hearing of the agreement that was made 
by che Jews for chemfelves alone, were refolved to 
fly away privately in the night. Upon opening the 
gates, Baffus had notice of it from thole who had 
come to terms with him; but the molt courageous 
prevented the enemy from entering the town, and 
got off; while the reft, to the number of 1700 men, 
were put to the fword, and the women and children 
made flaves. Butas Baffus deemed it expedient to 
fulfil his articles, he difmiffed the garrifon, and fet 
Eleazar at liberty. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


The forest of Fardes is befet by the Remans. The for- 
titude of the Fews when befeecd. Great Haughter 
anwough then.  poll-tax impofed by the emperor. 


HEN Baffus had_fettled thefe affairs, he 

marched hatlily with his army to the foreit 
of Jardes, upon intelligence that great numbers of 
Jews, who had efcaped from Jerufalem and Machee- 
rus, were there affembled. Finding, upon his arrival, 
that the information was authentic, he firft fur. 
rounded the whole place with his hori#, where he 
ordered fo ftri€t a guard to be kept, that nor a 
Jew could poffibly pats them. He employed his 
foot, at the fame time, to cut down the trees and 
buthes of the thickets where the Jews had taken 
fanétuary 5 fo that they had no way of efcaping bur 
by ruthing thro’ the troops of the enemy. ‘This 
being the laft experiment, they drew all into a body, 
and, with an impetuous clamour, made one def 
perate pufh upon chofe who furrounded them, and 
were as bravely received. “The conteft, in fine, 
through the dauntlels temerity on the one fide, and 
firm refolution on the other, was hotand obftinate; 
but victory, in the end, declared tor the Romans, 
with the lofs only of twelve killed, and not many 
wounded; whereas of the three thoufand Jews thar 
were in this action, not fo much as one man came 
off. Among the reft was Judas, the fon of Jair, 
their leader, who had formerly a command at the 
fiege of Jerufalem, and made his efcape at laft out 
of a vaule. 


The emperor, at the fame time, wrote to his 
officer Liberius Maximus, to make fale of all the 
Jews lands, as he would not trouble himfelf with 
rebuilding any other cities, but take them all to 
his own we, leaving only eight hundred foldiers in 
immaus, about fixty furlongs diftant from Jeru- 
falem ; and impofing a poll-tax upon every Jew of 
two drachma, or half a fhekel a year, to be paid 
Into the capitol, as had been formerly done into the 


temple. _ Such was the miferable ftate af the Jews 
at thar time, 
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CHAP. XXVIL 
The calamities that kefel Auticelus, king of Comagend. 
He is reprefented as an enemy 10 Cucfai’, by Cefenitins, 
who makes an incurfion into bis dominios. wlatio- 
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chus vefolves to withdraw, and net return any act of 


hoftility. Epiphanes aud Callinicus, his tivo fons, give 
battle to the Romans. Aatiocbus flies into Cilicia. 
The brothers efiape to the king of Parthia, who re- 
ceives them generoufly. Mefpafian kindly treats An- 
tiochus, his captive. The father and Sens are Coit 


ducted to Rome, and highly entertained. The Seythians 
break into Media, and carry off immenfe booty. Nar- 
row efcape of Tiridates, king of crmenia. 


N the fourth year of the reign of Vefpafian, it 
happened thac Antiochus, king of Comagena, 
with his whole family, fell into very Great calami- 
ties ; and this was the occafion, Cefennius Petus, 
who was governor of Syria at this time, wrote Crclar 
word that Antiochus, with his fon I{piphanes, were 
refolved to revolt from the Romans, and had treated 
with the king of Parthia about it, pointing our, ac 
the fame time, the neceflicy of preventing the mif- 
chief, by ftriking the firft blow. Whatever mighe 
be the motive on the part of Cefennius, Caetar 
could not, in prudence, neglect theadvice; as the vi-. 
cinity of the kingdoms rendered the confideration of 
importance; andas Samofata, the capital of Coma- 
gena, bordering upon Fuphrates, might afford the 
Parthians an ealy paflage, or a fecure retreat, 


Vefpafian, however, was fo pofefied with thecredit 
of the itory, that he left Celennius at his own dif. 
cretion, and a commiffion to aét as might feem to 
himielf moft expedient. ‘Mhe Roman governor 
availed himfelf of his deputation, and fell immedi- 
ately into Comagena with the fixth legion, and fome 
{quadrons of horfe and foot, He alfo called in to 
his affiftance Ariftobulus, king of Chalcis, and So- 
hemus, king of lémcfa; Antiochus not in the leatt 
fufpeéting his defign. “His entrance met with no 
oppofition ; for the natives were notina condition to 
encounter him; nor had Antiochus, when he heard 
of the incurfion, the leaft thought of a mifunder- 
fianding with the Romans. In this embaraffmene 
he determined to leave his kingdom in its prefenc 
ftate, and retire, with his wife and children, to 
Rome, in order to demonttrate his good faith to the 
empire. Hereupon he withdrew about an hundred 
and thirty furlongs from the city, and encamped 
upon a plain. Cefennius, in the mean time, fence 
foldicrs to take poffefMion of Samofata, and keep 
garrifon there ; while he himfelf, with other troops, 
marched away alter Antiochus. But all this vIO- 
lence and injuttice did not provoke the king to any 
unfriendly act againft the Romans. Ee only be- 
moaned his hard tate, and endured, with Patience, 
what he was not able to prevent. 


But his fons, Epiphanes and Cailinicus, who were 
outhful, brave, and martial, could not, In honour, 
ba betake themfelves to arms; fo that drawing out 
what forces they were able to raife, they gave the 
Romans battle, maintained it the whole day, and, in 
the end, evinced a condué equal to their valour ; 
for they came off with very little lofs. 


The fortune of this day, though favourable to 
Antiochus, did not flop the retreat upon which he 
had refolved; for he took his wife and daughters 
away with him into Cilicia, and by thatmeans Sreath, 
difeouraged his foldicrs, who having nothing to 
hope when their king defpaired, deferted, and went 
over to the Romans. It therefore became neceflary 
for his fons to provide for their own fecurity before 
it was too date; fo thar, with ten horfemen, they 
pafféd the Euphrates (where they were now fate) in 
the This 





r way to Vologefes, king of Parthia, 
Generous prince, upon their arrival, did not treat 
them as tugicives, but with a refpeét that became 
their birth and quality. 


1 ft 


Antiochus 


Antiochus 
an untortu~ 
Nate prince. 


Expedition 
of Cefen~ 
nius into 
Comagenites 


The fons of 
Antiochuy 
give the 
Romans 
battle. 


He fies into 
Cilicia. 


The bre~ 
thien fly 

to Vale. 
gefes, and 
are kindly 
received by 
the king of 
Parthia. 


Ww aAR S 


Antiochus having reached Tarfus, in Cilicia, Ce- 
fcnnius fent an officer to take him into cuftody, and 
carry him bound toRome. But Vefpafian was too 
generous to treat a crowned head with indignity; and 
chole rather to fhew refpect to an ancient friendfhip, 
than to revenge himfelf for a fuppofed injury. “He 
therefore ordered his chains to be taken off upon the 

Antiochus Way, and his journey to Rome refpited, that hemight 
make fome {tay at Lacedwmon, where he furnifhed 
him with a provifion of money fuitable to the dig- 
nity of his character. 


This frank and honourable proceeding towards 
Antiochus, not only delivered the brothers from the 
anxiety they were under for their father, but encou- 
raged them to hope for a reconciliation with Cziar 
himfelf, efpecially at the interceffion of Vologefes, 
that they might be permitted to go to Rome, being 
ever defirous of living within the pale of the empire. 
They came on, in fine, to Rome, whither their fa- 
ther was foon after conducted ; and they were all 
three treated with every token of affection and 
efteem. 


The people now known by the name of Alanes, 
formerly called Scythians, inhabiting the country 
near the river Tanais, and the lake Mzeotis, joined 
in confederacy with the king of Hyrcania, to break 
into Media, and commit depredations ; for he was 
miafter of that paffage which Alexander fhut up 
with iron gates. This pafs being now laid open, 
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they pofefled themfelvecs of the place, without either 


fufpicion or refiftance, and carried off a booty, in 
goods and cattle, to aconfiderable value. This in- 
road fo alarmed Pacorus, chen king of the place, 
that he left his poffeffions at mercy, and fled, for his 
own fafety, into obicure receffes, till he found means 
at length, with fome difficulty, to redeem his wife 
and concubines for an hundred talents. ‘iridates, 
who afterwards became king of that country, met 
and fought them, but was nearly taken alive in the 
battle, by the nooie of an haltar that was thrown 
over his head ; but, in the very moment as they were 
drawing him off, he cut the rope with his {word, 
and made his efcape. The fuccefs of this combat 
rendered thofe barbarians more bloody and_ in- 
folent than before, infomuch that they ravaged the 
country, and carried off with them an immenfe 
booty. 


A narrow 
etcape of 
YViridates, 


CHAP. XXVIII 


Maffada, aveceptacle for thofe robbers called Sicavii, 
under the government of Eleazar. The abominable 
praétices that now prevailed. Silva, the Roman ge- 
neral, befieges Maffada. Its fituation, ftate and con- 
dition, both fromartandnature. Silva advances his 
batteries, and gains the rock Leuce, but, after a 
failure, fets callin a flaine. Difcourfe of Eleazar on 
the contempt of death, and immortality of the foul. 
RefleGtions on the opinions of the Indian philofophers 
and Brachmaus. The effecis of the difcourfe upon the 
Yews. Lhe Romans advance the next morning to the 
affault, and find only a pile of dead bodies to receive 





thei. 
Site N the demile of Baffus, Flavius Silva was ap- 
cuds pointed governor of Judzea; and finding abe 
Buus in whole country reduced to the obedience of the em- 
une sovera: dire, excepting one rebellious caftle, he drew out 
dea” ie utmoft {trength, with a refolution to attack it. 


The name of the caftle was Maffada; and it was 

Wear is under the command of one Kleazar, ringleader of 
eee of the Sicarii, who had feized upon it. This Eleazar 
“was a defcendant from that Judas who perfuaded a 
great number of Jews net to fubmit to the taxation, 

when Cyrenius executed the office of cenfor in Ju- 

daa. The faction of the Sicarii, it is to be ob- 

ferved, were profefled enemies to all that fhewed any 

manner of refpeé to the Romans, and treated them 

in that light, even to the degree of pillaging their 

goods, driving away their cattle, and burning their 

houles; alledging, ** that chofe men were no berter 

than ftrangers who betrayed their country ina dal- 


FE 


_ Sicarii, under the command of Eleazar, who was 


JEWS. 


tardly manner, and had rather live Maves than free. 
men, notwithftanding fieedom is a bleffing that can 
never be too dearly purchafed.” 


But this fpecious declaration was only a covert 
for their inhumanity and avarice, as moft’evidently 
appeared in the conclufion; for, when thefe very 
men, whom they branded with perfidy and cow- 
ardice, came to join the revolt, and in the common 
caufe again{ft the Romans, they were more injuri- 
oufly treated than before, efpecially thofe that laid 
open the hypocrify of their pretenfions, and the 
iniquity of their practices. 


There never was an age fince the creation, in 
which all manner of impicty prevailed among tt the 


Jews more than at thisjunéture. Invention icemed ™ 


too racked for a_new ipecies of wickednefs; men 
feemed to agree in every kind of corruption, and 
there was an emulation to excel in evil doing. ‘Thote 
in power oppreffed the common people, and the 
common people oppofed the authority of thole in 
power; the one contending for dominion, the other 
tor plunder. 


_ The Sicarii were the firft that led the way to this 
licentions courfe of maffacre and rapine, never let- 
ting pafs any opportunity, either by word or deed, of 
doing mifchief. But the cruelties of John were of 
all the reft the moft extravagant. This inhuman 
moniter not only put particular men to death as 
common enemies, and efpecially citizens, for pre- 
fuming to advife meafures profitable for the public, 
but multiplied all manner of outrages upon his 
country. What better, indeed, could be expected 
from a man who feemed to fet the majefty of heaven 
at defiance, as in the particular inftances of the ule 
of forbidden meats, renouncing the purity of his 
profeffion, and departing from the laws and cultoms 
of our forefathers ? That man will fcarcely prove 
humane to his fellow-creature, that is impious to- 
wards his Creator. ; 


Simon, the fon of Gioras, feems to have emulated « 
John of Gifchala in his nefarious practices. What *” 


barbarities did he not infli&t upon the very men that ° 
railed him! He enflaved thofe that were born 
free, violated the ties of blood and friendfhip, in- 
flamed his myrmidons to the execution of the molt 
horrid butcheries, who deemed the injuring of 
ftrangers a kind of difgraceful exploit, compared 
with the heroic bravery of trampling upon their 
own flefh and blood. 


The Idumzans bore their part in the infamy of +: 
the times. Thefe execrable mifcreants, after afiaffi- 
nating the high-priefts, and thereby cutting off, as; 
much as in them lay, the whole frame and order of 
religion at one ftroke, endeavoured to.deftroy the 
remains of political government, and introduced 
every fpecies of iniquity that was praéticable. This 


‘was the province of thofe that were called zealots, ™ 


to whom that appellation was juftly affixed, as they ;, 
were the warmeft patrons, and moft fanguine advo- 
cates, for vice and irreligion, under the colour of 
piety and virtue, feducing thole they would impole 
upon by fallacies, giving evil the femblance or 
goad, and good that of evil. At length, however. 
Divine vengeance overtook and ittopped them i 
their career; for they fuffered all the calamities an 
torments that is poffible for human nature to un- 
dergo, and this throughout the whole courle of their 
lives. It might be juttly faid, that they fufferce 
lefs than they deferved, becaufe they could not be 
punithed according to their deferts. Indeed, their 
crimes were of fo crimfon an hue, as to excluce 
them almott from pity, divine or human. Burto 
return to our main point, 


Silva, the Romangeneral, was naw upon his march 


to befiege Maffada, where there was a garrifon of the 


the head of that party. THe had gained pofteftion 
of the whole country about ir, without much dift- 
culty; fettled his garrifons in the moft convenient 
places ; and run upa wall about the caftle, to Pr 
vent excurfions or cicapes, and to fecure his guarc®. 
tHe made choice of a quarter for his camp ae 
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found moit commodious for his purpofe: this was 
upon the joining of the caitle rock tothe next moun- 
tain. Provifions, indeed, were extremely fcarce ; 
for they were brought a great length of way, and 
with much trouble to the Jews, whofe bulinefs it 
was to fupply them; befides the conveying of wa- 
ter another way, as there was no fountain near the 


TIE 
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fhould prevail with Anthony to fcek his ilfe, in or- 
der to raife her to the government of Judaa, us fhe 
acknowledged to have campered with hun to accom~ 
plith fuch a purpote, Whatever was the motive, 
Herod put Maffada in uch a cendition, that it was 
long deemed impregnable; and was, indeed, the 
finifhing {troke for the Romans in the Jewifh war. 


Silva, the Roman gencral, having, by the wall 


4 


oN 


place. 
Having taken thefe previous fleps, Silva made 
the necefiary difpofitions for the fiege, which was 


he built on the outtfide, precluded the Jews from sitva te- 
efcape, advanced with his engines, there being but poe Mat. 
one place that he could GH up to raif@a bank; for 





aE 


like to be a work of time and labour, as will ap- 
pear from a delcription of the ficuation of the 
cattle. a: 

ic ftands upon a large high rock, with deep and 
craggy precipices round about it. “Phere is no dil- 
~ cerning the bottom, by reafon of other rocks, that 
interpole and cover it. The aecels is io difficult, 
thac even beafts cannotclimb it, except by two pal- 
fages; one to the eailward from the lake Atphal- 
titis, which is very dangerous; che other from the 
welt, which is more practicable of the two, One of 
thele paffages is called by the name of the Serpent, 
trom the feveral windingsand turnings intheafcent; 
tor the rocks in many pace double upon them- 
telves : the paffages are likewile fo narrow, that there 
is a neceflity for ftanding upon one toot, while the 
other is advanced ;_befides, one falfe tlep is certain 


behind that tower which iecured the road that led to 
the palace, and to the topot the hill trom the weil, 
there was a large long rock, called Leuce, but not 
fo high by three hundred cubies as Maifada. “Che 
general had no fooner gained this rock, chan the 
foldiers fell to work with fuch alacricy, that a bank 
was foon railed two hundred cubits high; but not 
being ttrong cnough to fupport the engines, they 
railed a kind of plattorm uponit, wrought with large 
itones, fifty cubits both in breadth and height. Bae 
befides thete ordinary engines, they had others, of 
the invention of Velpatian, improved afterwards by 
‘Vitus. “Whey creéted farther upon this platform, a 
tower of fixty cubits, plated with iron, 


The Romans, from this turret, galled the defend - 
ants with darts and {tones from the engines to fuch 
a degree, that they were forced co retire. At the 


death, as, on each fide, there is a precipice tremen- 
dous to behold. This paffage is eftimated at thirty 
furlangs from the bottom. to the top of the moun- 
tain, upon which is a plain, where Jonathan, the 
high priett, builea fortrels, and called it Maflada. 









fame time Silva ordered the great battering ram to 
be brought forward, and played again{k the wall, 
and, in courie of time, it made jome impreftion. 
‘The Sicarii, however, quickly fupplied the defeét, 
by building another wall within that, which cluded 
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Ste ot Herod the Great afterwards adorned and fortified netaene oni Pie s 
geiehs c- it, at immenfe charge and labour. “He builea wali - 1€ eerste a ee ice é or the matter being pli- 
aa round it feven furlongs in compais, compoled of || #8 1t deadened the flrokes. 


curtous white ftone, twelve cubits in height, and 
eight in breadth. He ereéted alfo upon that wall 
twenty-feven turrets, cach fifty cubits in heighr; 
and thefe turrets had a communicatien with al) the 
buildings on the infide of the wall. ‘Uhe plain 
above was of fo fruitful a foil, thar Herod ordered 
it to be fet apart for tillage, that thofe who fhould 
take fanétuary in the citadel, might never want pro- 
vifion. He built a magnificent palace for himielf 
within the compafs of the caitle, che entrance front.- 
ing the weit, and inclining a little co the north. The 
walls of it were high and ftrong, with towers in the 
four corners, each fixty cubits in height. ‘he 
apartments, galleries, and baths, for conttruction 
and ornament, equalled any of his works, being fup- 
ported by pillars each of one entire ftone, and 
wrought with exquilite fkill. In each quarter of 


the palace were many large cilterns, hewed out of 


the rock, for the preierving of water; fo that chefe 
relervoirs abundantly fupplied the want of foun- 
tains.. {here was alfo a way cut under ground from 
the palace up to the caftle, which was not to be dif. 
covered from without ; and that on the eatt fide, as 
before obferved, was impaffable. On the way to the 
weitward, and in the narroweft place, was built a 
large tower, a thouland cubits diftant trom the caf- 
ties; and thus was their citadel fortified by arc and 
nature, fo as to truflrate che attempts of affailants, 


Nor was this fortrefs provided only againft force 


and {tratagem, but allo againft the dint of famine, 


being itecked with corn, winc, oil, pulle, and dates 
for many years, all which [leazar found there, when 
he, with his Sicarii, took icby furprize. Moreover, 
tic provitions were as trefh and found as if they 
hed been recenzly depofited, though they had re- 
Maied there litde lels than an hundred years, which 
probably might be owing to the purity of the airat 
that height abitracted trGm grols vapours. 

‘There was alfo found here a magazine of arms 
fuficient tor ten thoutand men, ttored there by or- 
der of Herod, rovether with a great quantity of un- 
Wroughtiron, brais, lead, and tins from which it 
may be prefumed, he had fome important defign in 
Contemplation, According to report, Herod pre- 
bared this tortrefs as a refuge again{t two kinds of 
“anger: the one, lett the people fhould depole him, 
dnd rettore the Afmonean family to the throne; 
the other, and much Sreater danger, leit Cleopatra 











When Silva found his engines inefleQual, he re- 
folved to attempt that by fire which he could not 
compafs by battery, and therefore ordered his fol- 
diers to try what might be done by fire-brands to- 
wards dettroying the defences. ‘The new works, 
being chiefly compofed of tiniber, took fire imme. 
diately, and burft out into a mighty flame, which 
began with the wind at the north, and beat fo ter- 
ribly upon the Romans, that they almott defpaired 
of faving their engines; bur the wind fortunately, 
though fuddenly, veering about to the fouthward, 
drove fo furioufly upon the wall, that it fer all in a 
flame {rom top to bottom. ‘he Romans were fo 
fenfible of this providential appearance in their fa- 
vour, that they returned chearfully to their camp, 
wich full refolution to attack che enemy next morn- 
ing at day-break, and to keep careful watches, in 
the mean time, that they might noc efcape in the 
night, 


_ But Eleazar never entertained a thought of fly- 
ing himtelf, or fuffering any of his People 10 to do. 
The wall, however, being confumed to the ground, 
and no hope or poffibility left of fafety or relief, 
the main point was to confider how they might de- 
liver their wives and children from the ignominious 
treatment they had reafon to expeét at the hands of 
the Romans, whenever they came to be matters of 
the place. Eleazar, upon weighing the matter, con- 
cluding that a glorious death was infinitely prefer- 
able to a life of infamy, and thar the noblett relo- 
lution they could take was not to outlive their ]i- 
berties, called together the mott couragcous of his 
friends, and, in the following addrefs, endeavoured 
to prevail with them to a compliance with it. 


‘ : : 
* Itis no new thing, my generous friends, for our 


- people to difclaim any other lord and miafter, than addrefi to 
& the true and fovereign Lord and Matler of the his romps 
univerfe, God himfelf; and this without excep. Men. 


2 tion to the Romans, or to any other nation what. 
2 foever. The time is now at hand to make good 
Sf our words by our deeds ; wherefore let us act like 
> ourfelves. We have hitherto run all hazards to 
«, Prelerveour freedom, but weareat prefent threat. 
- ened with chains, and the worl of torments, if 
c, We fall alive into our enemies hands 5 as the firtt 
that fell off from them, and the lait that ftood out 

“ againit them. “Phe matcer duly confidered we 
t ; are 
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people to whom it was addrefled. 


WARS 
are to look upon it as a fingular grace and favour 
from above, to be left {till at liberty to chule our 
death ; a bleffing denied to many that are gone 
before us. We are certain of being all fiaves 
to-morrow, if we do not prevent it by ferting 
ourfelves tree this very night; and itis not in the 
power of our enemies to hinder it; neither is 
there any thing they defire more than to take us 
alive; and it is now too late to think of contend- 
ing any farther. 
done at firft, perhaps, if the affertors of our li- 
berties had but duly confidered things. For they 
would have found, that if God had not caft us 
off, though formerly his chofen people, he would 
never have expofed us to what we have fuffered, 
both by our own divifions, and trom our ene- 
mies, the deftruétion of fo many of our principal 
men, and the holy city itfelf laid wafte with fire 
and fword. How comes it,-at laft, that we alone 
are the men of the whole nation to itand up for 
our liberties, as if we ourfelves were innocent of 
thofe iniquities that we have taught to others ? 
You fee, by this time, the vanity of your extra- 
vagant hopes, and the mifery of your difappoint- 
ments. What are we the better for an impreg- 
nable caftle, with ample provifions of arms, and 
all neceffaries for our fupport, when God hath ma- 
niteftly doomed us to deitruction? What do you 
think of that judicial wind and fire, that left the 
Romans to confume us and our new wall? Or, 
was it not an infliction upon us for the crying fins 
we had been guilty of onetowards another? Since 
our punifhment is juft, and there is no avoiding 
it, will i¢ not be much more reafonable for us to 
do juftice upon ourfelves, than to leave it to the 
victorious Romans, as the executors of Divine 
vengeance? By this means we fecure the honour 
of our wives, and the freedom of our children. 
Next to them, let us honourably take our own 
turns, and die free; leaving that memorial be- 
hind us as the beft of monuments. But firft, lec 
the caftle be fet on fire, and our own gold and 
filver melted down; for the Romans will be fick 
of their purchafe, without the poffeffion either 
of our treafure, or of our perfons. Let the pro- 
vifions for fuftenance be left behind as a tefti- 
mony that we are not ftarved into this condition ; 
but kepe to our firft refolution of chufing death 
rather than bondage.” 


OF 


Eleazar’s fpeech was differently received by the 
Thofe of a ten- 


der turn ftarted at the thoughts of laying violent 
hands on themfelves, and their tears betrayed the 


foftnefs of their hearts. 


Others were pleafed with 


the propofal, and defirous of putting it into execu- 


tion. 


Yo work the former, however, into com- 


pliance, he proceeded in his exhortation, and ad- 
vanced the doctrine of the immortality of the foul, 
with divers remarks and inferences, to the follow- 
ing effect : 
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** Tam wonderfully miftaken, I perceive, in my 
opinion, that brave men, in a contett for liberty, 
had rather lofe their lives than their caufe. For 
itis otherwife with you I find, that are afraid 
to die, though to deliver yourtelves from calami- 
ties worfe than death ittelf; and ina cafe too, that 
neither needs countcl, nor will bear delay.” We 
have it from antiquity, the holy icriptures, the 
laws and cuftoms of our country, the doctrine 
and practice of our forefathers, that it is not life, 
but death, that makesamanhappy. What is it 
but death chat fets the foul at liberty, and tranf- 
mits it into thole pure and bieflfed regions where 
it fhall never know corruption? Butio long as it 
communicates with the mortal body, it partakes 
alfo with the evils of that body, and it is in-a 
manner dead; for what aflinity is there betwixt 
divine and mortal? Soul and body in conjunc- 
tion, it is true, may do much; for the body is 
but the foul’s inftrument, and their fecret offices 
and operations are unaccountable. But when the 
foul comes once to be dilfcharged of its clog and 
veight that keeps ic down, and to recover its 
proper fiation, it enjoys a vigorous and perfect 


Something might have been . 


THE 
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‘ againft us, and not with our friends again 


JEW S. Bose 


liberty ; not vifible to human eyes, but invifthle 
as God himfelf is; and it is invifible alfo in GUe 
bodies. It comes into us unfeen, and fo ir aotg 
out again, incorruptible in itfelf, but caufine yg 
riety of changes in the body : for whatlover the 
foul influences, it puts lite and vigour into it. 
and whenever it withdraws itfelf, the feparaticn 
is certain death. This does not hinder the {oui 
yetfrom being immortal. Asin fleep, for inttance 
how quietly does the foul repofeitfelt in that refpite 
from the diftraétions of the body! which fhews 
the happinefs of the foul is wrapt up within jr. 
felf, and likewife that ic holds fome fort of com. 
munication with the Almighty, in foretelling 
things tocome. But how can any man pretend 
to fear death that loves reit ? or who, but aamad. 
man, for the fake of a fhort life, would grudeg 
himtelf a life eternal ? Befides, we are trained up 
by the laws and inftitutions of our profeffion, not 
only to the contempt of death ourfelves, but alfo 
to recommend and practile it for an example to 
others. 


** If there needed any recourfe to ftrangers fo; 
argument or authority upon this fubjeét, what 
fhall we fay to the Indian philofophers and Brach- 
mans? awife and virtuous fort of people. They 
look upon life only as a neceffary funétion of na- 
ture; an office which they diicharge uneafily 
enough, and not without fome impatience to be 
quit of the trouble. They are not weary of life 
neither, upon the account of pain or inconve- 
nience; but, for the love of immortality, anda 
bleffed converfation that fhall never have anend, 
Nay, they take folemn leave of their friends too, 
as if it were but for a journey, and tell them when 
they are going: neither does any body offer to 
hinder them; but, on the contrary, with them 
happy; and fend formal meffages by them to their 
friends, in full and certain confidence that they 
underftand one another. So when they have re. 
ceived all their orders and inftructions, they com- 
mit their bodies to the fire, as a preparatory puri- 
fication, and go off with acclamations, and to the 
fatisfaction of all the fpectators. Among thei, 
friends follow one another more cheartfully to 
death, than they would do to a long journey; 
congratulating thofe who are now entering intoa 
ftate of immortality, and only lamenting the reft 
that ftay behind. Whatra fhame will it be for us 
now to fall fhort of the Indians, in a matter of 
this importance, and to bring a icandal upon the 
excellent laws and religion of our forefathers, by 
an inglorious pufillanimity ! Or, put rhe cafe that 
we had been otherwife inftruéted, and brought up 
in the contrary principles trom our infancy, 2 
if life were the fovereign good of mankind, and 
death the moft difmal of calamities, the very oc- 
cafion fhould make us refolute in our cafe, fince 
neceffity and the will of God will have icfo.. We 
are now to be punifhed with the lofs of life, for 
our former abules of it; by the ordering of a Di- 
vine Providence. Neither are we to afcribe it to 
our ownarms, or to the generofity ofthe Romans, 
that we were not every man cut off in this war. 
Nor was it fimply a conqueft, but the effect of 2 
more powerful cauie, that made it look like one. 
What had the Romans to do in that bloody mal- 
facre of the Jews at Cefarea, by the people of the 
place, where man, woman, and child, were cvt 
off upon their feventh day’s feftival, without one 
word of a confpiracy, or the leaft refiftance- 
Whereas the Romans never looked upen the 
Jews as their enemies, but only when they re- 
volted. It will be faid, perhaps, that there was 
an old grudge betwixt the Jews of Celarea an 

the citizens, and that the latter took this opper, 
tunity for revenge. Whac fhall we fay then o 
the Scythopolitans, that joined with the Gree 
Romans? What did they get at laft for ther 
good-will, butthe utter deftruétion of rhemfelves 
and their families ? This was the reward, in Bn 
that we had for our affiftance; they brought 0 
inte the fame extremity, out of which we refcue 

them. 
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fer, cad any man be fo unnacural to his country, 


* been well 


ot cowardice, when a man might have died, and 
‘ : 
don the Rornins, fly in the face of our matters, 


(thd atterwards re 
It was offered us, and nor fo much as acee 


“us ahve, this will be forfotten ? 


WARS 
“ Te would be too tedious to cite particular in- 
(lances; for you well know cthac there is not fo 
much as one city in Syria that has weated us bet- 
ter, and that has not been incomparably worle to 
us than the Romans. What think you of Da- 
malcus, that, without any colour, or pretence 
of difguft, bucchered ten thoufand Jews, with 
their wives and children, in chat Gnele city ? Then 
they reckon at leaft fixty thouland killed in 
Aigypt. That is no wonder, you may fay, ina 
itrange land, where they had no feconds to ttand 
by them. But to come to ourown cafe, we, who 
had the courage to affért our liberties againit the 
Romans in our country, and wanted neither men 
or arms, fearlels fpirits, impregnable cities, 
firong holds, or any other manner of provifions 
that might encourage or ftrengthen a revolt, and 
entitle us to a reafonable hope of a victorious 
iffuc. _ How long did this laft, and co what end 
did this pompous preparation ferve, fave only to 
ageravate confulfion ? For allis loit, and only to 
the honour of the enemy, without any advan- 
tage to ourfelves, for, and by, whom thele flores 
were provided. 










































“© Low happy are they that fell with cheir fwords 
in their hands, concending for their liberty, and 
in the fame aét preferving it, compared with the 
furviving remainder of us, that are referved in 
chains ! fome for torture, fome for the fire, others 
for {pectacles, fome for combat, and others to 
be torn with fcourges ; fome halfearen by beatts. 
Who would not fuffer a thoufand deaths rather 
than Jead fuch a life? But the moft deplorable of 
all the reft are thofe that are yet living, calling 
upon death, and yet have not the refolution to 
difpatch themfelves. 


** Summon up your thoughts, and confider what 
is become of your glorious metropolis, your 
mighty walls and fortifications, your impregna- 
ble towers and caltles, your valt treafuries and 
magazines, (though too litcle for your ftores, ) 
your prodigious multitudes of men; your holy 
place roo, known by the name of Gad’s houfe ? 
Is it not all torn up by the roots, and nothing to 
be {een of it, but the ruins, chat ferve only fora 
camp to the conqueror; a few unfortunate old 
men, mourning over the afhes of the temple; and 
a number of unhappy women, fet apart for che 
molt ignoble purpofes ? 

“Can any thing, that hath the foul of aman, 
lubmit to look another fun in the face after this? 
Vhough he might live without cither fear or dan- 


fo mean and narrow-{pirited, as not to be arieved 
that he ever lived to fee this day ? Iewould have 
if we had been all in our graves be- 
fore ever we beheld thele facrilegious ruins, and 
this glorious pile of Jerufajem laid in rubbith, 
But fo lone as we had hopes and courage, we Dac. 
tered ourfelves with the ponibility of a redemp- 
tion, hat conceit, however, being now over 
and nothing lett us to trult to but the confidera. 
tion of an inflperable neceflity, we have nothing 
more to do than te take pity of ourfelves, our 
wives, and our children, and to make all the 
hafle we_can, while we have the means in our 
hands. We are all born to die, the brave and the 
coward alike, and all fubjected to the fame fate. 
As. to thele points of indignity and favery, the 
weing of our wives difhonoured, and our chil- 
wren led tn triumph, thefe are not evils arifing 
trom the neceflity of our nature, bur che refults 
would not. Astous, that had the heart to aban. 
fule quarter and pardon, when 
| ( prof 
windemnity, though they themfelves heeped it 
at us, can itbe chonehe thar, if ever they take 


vi Ir weDyacleive hink . op : 
Js fnocwing to think of the niferable condi. 


Nie OG, 


ject to the Romans, 


or trie J E W 8, 
“© of body, en the one hand, to helanguifhing un- 


“© der a lingering corment, and the weaknels of age, 
on the other, that isnot able to fupportir. “the 
huifband mutt expeét to fee his wite difhonoured 
betore his face; and the father co hear his chil- 
dren begging in chains tor relief. Bue while we 
are free, and maiters ot our fwords, lec us make 
a glorious ufe of them, and preferve our Irber- 
ties. Let us die freemen, with the comiore and 
company of our wives and children about us. Ie 
jis but what they themlelves defire, what our laws 
require at our hands, and what Providence irfelf 
hath made neceflary for us. Only the Romans 
are againit it, for fear we fhould do their work 
tor them. Let us difpateh then; for ic will be 
to our immortal honour to take the prize they 
long for oucof their hands, in leaving them only 
the poor fatisfation of dead bodies for their tri- 
umph.”’ 
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As Fleazar was proceeding in his exhortation they 
cut him off fhort, and expreffed the greatelt eager. 
nefsof accomplifhing the cefign recommended, con- 
tending, with a kind ofdemoniacal fury, who fhould 
be toremott, as a mark of fuperior bravery; fo ar- 
dent was the paffion of thefe people for thé deltruc- 
tion of themfelves and families. Nor did their cou. 
rage fail them when they came to the execution ; 
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The whole 
body con 

cur in opi- 
fion will 

Tleazar. 


they retained their natural affeétion to the laft, from 


a confirmed opinion that they could not do their 
friends a better office. The hufbands tenderly em- 
braced their wives, cook their children into their 
arms, and, with gufhing tears, compleated their Jatt 
refolve, ‘he neceffity of the action was at once 4 
fource of comfort and 2 plea of excule, from a con. 
fideration of deliverance {rom thofe milerics they had 
to expect from the hands of their enemies. Not a 
man at length refufed to act his pare in the rueful 
fcene, but deale deftruGion, witha relentless hand 
amongft the neareft and deareft friends and relatje 
ons. Miferable men, indeed ! whole poignant woes 
compelled them to flay their wives and offspring, ag 
the lighteft of evils chat were before then. =~ 


When they were no longer able to fuftain the 
Srief they were under for what they had done, deem. 
InBitan injury to thole they had flain to furvive 
them even the fhorteft fpace, they piled up all their 
goods in an heap, and burnt them; then chufing 
ten men by lot, out of their humber, todo execution 
upon all the reft, they ranged themfelves as clofe as 
pofible to the dead bodies of their friends gave 
then a parting embrace, and chearfully fu bmitted 
to the decifive flroke. When thefe ten had ae 
charged their office with unfhaken refolution they 
calt lots among themlelves which of them thoul 1 
difpatch the other nine, on condition that the far 
viving tenth man fhould flay himlelf upon the bow 
dies of the reft. “Che nine died with the fame con- 


deney as the former, and the latt Man, having fur. 
veyed the bodies of thole fie had fain, to aNure 


himfelf of their being, effeétually 
fire to the palace, caft hinvelf upon 
fell amongft his friends.” 


diipatched, fer 
his fword, and 


Thus concluded the fatal tragedy, upon a pre 
fumption that nota foul remained to become tub. 

Yet it appeared afterwards 
that there was Oneancient woman, and a femile ree 
lative of Téleazar, (a perfon of admirable qualities. ) 
with five finall children, who had Gincentel them. 
felves in caverns, and efeaped the maflacre. he 
number of che flain was nine hundred and fixty, 
including women and children in the computation’ 
Chis dreadful calamity happened on the fifteenth 
day of the month Xanthicus, , 


Next morning, at break of day, the Romans m 
every prepararion for an afhult, | 
appeared, nor any note was to be heard but the 
crackling of flames, they ftood in amazement and 
fulpence, and at length made a eenerial thoue. Fore, 
if they could be aniwered. “The chumour alacening 
the women, they came our of their caverns, a d 
related the melancholy Nory of what aac beonone 
to the Romans, whieh appeared to thers Fctridiide: 
ull, attempringg to quench the fire, dnl followings 
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WwWaRS 
their way up to the palace, a dreadful fpeétacle of 
piles of carcafes convinced them of the truth of it. 


OF 


They were ftruck with admiration ac the courage , 


and refolution of the Jews, who had thus magnant- 


moufly braved death, and maintained their freedom 


to the laft gafp. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


Many of the Sicarii retire to Alexandria, and raife 
commotions. The Fews impute to them all their mis- 
fortunes. Refufe to acknowledge the fupremacy of 
Cefar. 


TV eee being thus reduced, the Roman ge- 

neral left a garrifon in the fortrefs, and march- 
Cefarea, leaving the country 
in perfect peace behind him; for the Jews of Ju- 
dzea were fo broken and fubdued by the burthen and 
continuance of the war, that not an enemy was to 
be heard of in that quarter. “Yet difturbances foon 
after prevailed in Alexandria, where feveral Jews 
‘were put to death. 


Many of the faétion of the Sicarii had‘ fled thi- 
ther for fanétuary, and, not content with living in 
fafery and eafe, endeavoured to raife frefh commo- 


tions, by perfuading many of the citizens to affert | 
their’ liberty, efteem the Romans no better than . 


themfelves, and acknowledge no other lord than the 
Almighty Sovereign of the univerfe. They pro- 
ceeded to avow thele principles, which, if any 0 


their own countrymen prefumed to contradict, they 


were immediately put to death. Some they terrified, 
others they feduced from their allegiance to the Ro- 
mans, till, in fine, their practices became fo bold and 
dangerous, that the leading men took the alarm, and 
fummoned a general meeting of the Jews, to ar- 
raign the temerity and folly of the Sicarii, and de- 
monflrate that they had been the authors of all the 
evils that had fallen upon them. They obferved, 
that as {oon as their defign fhould be known to the 
Romans, they would certainly avenge themlelves 
upon all promifcuoufly, fo that the innocent and 
‘guilty would be involved in one common calamity. 
‘From thefe confiderations they cautioned the multi- 
tude to beware of bringing deftruction on them- 
felves through their means, and admonifhed them 
to provide for their own fatety, by delivering thefe 
mifcreants up to the Romans. 


The multitude, thus apprized of their danger, 
complied with what had been propofed, fell vio- 
lently upon the Sicarii, and teized fix hundred of 
them immediately. The reft fled to Egypt, Thebes, 
and places adjacent, where they were foon taken, 
and broughe back again; but fo infuperable was 
their refo}ution, that they endured the moft exqui- 
fite torments, rather than acknowledge Caelar for 
their matter. And what is more aftonifhing, the 
very children fuftained the fame tortures with the 
fame refolution as the adults : in fine, not one foul 
of them would acknowledge Czefar to fave life, fo 
aE did their contempt of pain prevail over the fear 
of it. 


CHIAP. XXX. 


Onias moves Ptolemy to grant the Fews permiffion to 
build a temple, and enjoy the exercife of their reli- 
gion. Ptolemy grants the requeft. The temple is 
erected, and afterwards rifled and fbut up. 


UPUS being at this time governer of Alexan- 

dria, gave Ceefar early intelligence of this com- 
motion ; and the emperor, well knowing the turbu- 
lent and feditious temper of the Jews, thought it 
advifeable to be cautious of their meetings and ca- 
bals, to prevent faction and parties being railed 
and therefore fent orders to the governor, to demo, 
lifh their temple in the city of Onias, in Egypt. 
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This temple was built, and had its appellatior 
the following occafion. Eero 


THE 


Onias, the fon of Simon, one of the high-priefts 
being driven out of Jerufalem, in the time of the 
war between Antiochus, king of Syria, and the 
Jews, withdrew to Alexandria, wehre he was kind] 
received by Ptolemy, king of Egypt; partly as Hs 
enemy to Antiochus, and partly upon a condition 
agreed upon betwixt them. Onias undertook to 
bring the Jews over to the intereft_of Ptolemy, if 
he would grant him one requeft. The king figni. 
fying compliance, Onias preferred his petition fo; 
permiffion to the Jews to erect a temple in fome fro 
in Egypt, where they might meet for Divine fervic, 
according to the laws and religion of their coun: 
try. By thefe means he intimated Antiochus would 
be rendered more obnoxious to the Jews, and the 
Jews moreattached to his intereft; befides, vaft mut. 
titudes would (he added) put themfelves under his 
proteétion for the free exercife of their religion, 


Ptolemy acceded to the propofal, and affigned the 
Jews a fpot of ground, diftant about one hundred 
and eighty furlongs from Memphis, in the track of 
Heliopolis. Onias built a caftle there, and after 
that a temple; not comparable, indeed, to that a 
Jerufalem; though the tower bore a_refemblance, 
being compofed of huge. ftones, and fixty cubits in 
height. There wasan altar, after the model of thet 
at Jerufalem, and adorned in the fame manner, with 
a diverfity of donations, excepting that there was no 
candleftick, but a golden lamp of great brilliance, 
which hung: upon a golden: chain before the altar. 
This temple was encompaffed: ‘with a brick wall, 
and had gates of ftone. It was endowed witha con. 
fiderable revenue, both in land and monies, that 
there might be nothing wanting to the folemnity and 
celebration of the fervice. Onias was not influenced 
to this undertaking by an unfeigned regard for the 
caufe of religion, but the averfion he had to the 
Jews at Jerufalem, who forced him away ; and he 
propofed to himfelf, by the erecting of this temple, 
to draw a great number of them back again to him- 
felf. There had been alfo an ancient prediétion of 
the prophet Ifaiah, about fix hundred years befor:, 
that a temple fhould be builtin Egypt by one of the 
Hebrew race. 


Lupus, purfuant to the emperor’s orders, went 
to this temple, took out of it feveral donations pre 
fented to it, and then fhut it up. But Paulinus, wh 
fucceeded to the government on the demife of Lu 
pus, not only rifled the temple of all that it con 
tained, but threatened the priefts feverely if they 
concealed the leaft article. Nor would he permit 
any one to enter it on the account of religion, but 
rendered it wholly inacceffible, infomuch that 
there was not even’ the femblance of Divine wor 
fhip there. The duration of time, from the build- 
ing of this temple to the fhutting it-up, was three 
hundred and forty-three years. 





CHAP. XXXI. 
Sonathan, one of the Sicarii, firs up a fedition tu Cyrti. 
He is taken, and brought before Catullus, goverie" 
of Pentapolis. Proves an adept in the vile arts a 
fubornation and corruption. Fofephus, the hifieris'. 
is falfely aceufed, but acquitted by Vefpafian, ©" 
infliets condign ptmnifhment on bis calunmniater. Ge 
tullus expires in great agony of body aud iid. 
HE baneful influence of the principles of . : 
Sicarii fpread like a contagion, and extende: 
as far as Cyrene. One Jonathan, an enthufiatti ; 
weaver, having made his efcape thither, drew ach 
dulous multitude after him into woods and dete 
under pretext of fhewing them figns and appari 
ons; and this impofture paffed current with fe, 
lower clafs of people. But_reaching the cars o 
fome of the leading men of Greece, they gave 10" 
mediate notice of it to Catullus, governer oF --?" 


bia Pentapolis, refpecting their defign, and thew ; 
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they took. They were immediately purfued by a 
military band, and being unarmed, eahly overcome. 
Many were flain, and the reft taken and carried 
prifoners to Cacullus. 


or 


onathan, the ringleader of this miferable clan, 
at firlt made his efcape, bur, after along and {trict 
fearch, was taken, and likewife carried to Catullus. 
But he found means to divert the ftorm from him- 
felf, and co furnifh the governor with an acceptable 
occafion of turning itanother way. J 
by bringing the wealthieft Jews af.the placeinto the . 
plot as the promoters of the con{piracy. “Vhefe ac- 
culations, falfe as they might be, were welcome to 
Catullus, who aggravated matters co fuch a degree, 
that a_war with the Jews feemed inevitable. He 
not only lent a ready ear to thole calumnies himielf, 
but encouraged the Sicarii_to alledge falfe accafa- 
tions; and fuborned witneffes to impeach one Adex- 
ander, a Jeiv,’ (to whom he had long profefted en- 
mity,) and his wife Berenice, who were condemned 
upon the fame evidence. Thefe were the firlt that 
fuffered; and after them a train of three thoufand 
more were put to death at once, whole only crime 
was, that they were men of property and character. 
This he thought he might do with fafety, fo long:as 
their eftates were confiicated to the empire. Nay, 
through fear of being detected in his villainy by 
Jews of credit elfewhere, he prevailed with. Jona- 
than, and certain others, to exhibit matter of accu- 
fation again{t the moft eminent, both in Rome and 
Alexandria, and among the reft Jofephus, the hifto- 
rian. Catullus now coming to Rome, and bringing 
Jonathan and his companions with him in bonds, 
made no doubt but the ftory would pafs as he-had_ 


This he effected, 1) 
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concerted and reprefented it. But theeverit of this 
contrivance did not anfwer his expectation; for 
Vefpafian,- fufpectingthe matter, determined upon 
inveitigation, and findiig out the iniquity of it, he 
pronounced, ar the inftance of Titus, fofephus, and 
the reft of the Jews, innocent, who were thereupon 
difcharged ; while, at the fame time, he fentenced 
Jonathan to be firft fe 


THE 


2 {t {courged, and then burnt alive, 
which was accordingly executed. 


As for Catullus, fuch was the boridage of the two 
princes, that’they-proceeded no farther again{t him 
at prefent; but, in a fhort time, he fell into acom- 
plication of difeates, both mental and corporeal ; 
though the former were mott poignant and diftref- 
fing; for he was tormented with all the horrors of 
con{cious guilt, and faw, in imagination, the ghaftly 
apparitions of thofe whom he had “intrdered, info- 
much thatihe ftarted from his’ bed,’ as if he would 
endeavour to avoid-approaching Hames. His bodily 
diftemper, in fine, increafed upon him, till his in- 
teftines were corroded, and camefromhim,; and thus 
was brought to his end, by the Divine vengeance, a 
man who acted in defiance of all the laws of huma- 
nity and jultice. 


Thus con¢ludes our hiftory, in which we have 


ftritly adhered to truth and candour, according to 


promife, for the information of thofe who may be 
defirous of becoming acquainted with the particu- 
lars of the wars between the Romans and the Jews. 
The ftyle muft be fubmitted to the judgment of 
the reader ; but as to the facts recorded, I muft be 
bold to aver, that truth has been my invariable aim 
throughout the whole compofition. 


End of the History of. the Jewitsu Wars. 
1 
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T is prefumed, moft excellent Epaphroditus, 
that I have already incontrovertibly proved the 
antiquity of the pee nation, which origi- 
nated with themfelves, and maintains a claim 

of priority to this very day. The Antiquities con. 
tain the hiftory of five thoufand years, are founded 
on the facred writings, but tranflated by me into the 
Greek tongue. Since, however, this arduous, and, 
I may add, unprejudiced, undertaking, has not been 
fufficient to exempt the author from illiberal cen- 
fure, or his productions from fabulous imputation, 
(and that upon the mere prefumption of the Greck 
hiftorians having negleéted to record the antiquit 
of che Jewifh nation,) Iam bound, in duty to mytelf, 
and my country, firlt, to refute the invidious af- 
fertions of opponents ; fecondly, to inform the ig- 
norant; and, thirdly, to {tate plain faéts, in terms 
obvious to the underitaading of thofe who defire to 
inveftigate truth. 


The authorities I fhall cite will be derived from 
men of undeniable reputation among the Greeks; 
and I fhall tec afide the affeverations of thofe who 
have malevolently or ignorantly traduced me or my 
nation, by recurring to their own writings. I fhall 
alfo affign the caufes for which many of the Greek 
hiftorians have paffed over our nation without men- 
tion in their records, and then endeavour to obviate 
vulgar prejudices in general. 


There are many people fo fuperftitioufly attached 
to the Greeks, that they confider them, abftractedly 
from all others, as the very oracles of hiftory, to the 
contempt and difparagement of the reft of the ra- 
tional creation. In point of antiquity Lam con- 
vinced the reverfe will appear, if mankind will 
not be led by vain opinions, but fearch for fa&s 
upon the bafis of fubitantial evidence. They will 
then find little or nothing amongit them that is 


not novel; I mean with refpect to the building of } 


their cities, the invention of cheir arts, and the de. 
feription of their laws. Vhe wricing of hiftory ig of 
very Jate date among them; whereas, by cheir own 
conteflicn, the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Pheoni- 
clans, (to tay nothing of ouriclves,} have, from time 


totime, recorded and tranfmitted to pofterity, memo- 
rials of paft ages in monumental pillars and infcrip- 1: 
tions, with the advice and direction of the wilelt cs 
men, to perpetuate tranfactions of moment. Be. **P 
fides, thefe people living in a clear air, the very cli- e::1 
mate sontibured to the prefervation of thefe anti- t+ 
quities from corruption and decay; which was quite 
otherwife with the Greeks, refpe€ling duration, 
order, and appointment. 





Their bare pretence to the knowledge of letters 
is of late date, and their fkill in chat particular is 
at this very hour defective. The antiquity of which 
they boait goes no farther back than to the Phacni- 
cians, and they value themfelves upon the reputa- 
tion of having had Cadmus for their firft matter. 


’ Bat fo far are they from being able to produce, !- 


ther in their temples or public regiftries, anv one 2u- 
thentic memorial of thefe times, that, when it came 
to be propounded as a queftion, whether the ule of 
letters was fo much as known at the time of the Tro- 
jan war, it was carried in the negative. It ts un: 
verfally acknowledged that there is no Greek manu- 
fcript in date antecedent to the poems of Homer; 
and it is certain that the Trojan war was over be- ,. 
fore that poem (the Iliad) was written. Nor has «: 
it been admitted that tomer ever committed this 
production to writing. The prevailing opinion runs, 
that it paffed like a kind’of ballad. which the pes- 
ple committed to memory, till, in the end, copies 
were taken from oral digtation, which is afigned 45 
the caufe of the many contradi€tions and muttakes 
found in the tranfcripts. 


With refpect toCadmus, the Milefian, Acurilaus, 
and other Greek hiiftorians, they lived but 2 fhort 
time before the inroad of tne Perfians into Greece. 
Pherecydes, Pythagoras, and Thales, who firit tn- 
troduced philofophy, and the inveftigation of {ub- 
jets Divine and celeftial, unanimoufly acknowledge © 
that they derived their information from the Egy? ust 
tians and Chaldeans. Nay, it remains a doubt (0 us? 
this day, whether thefe men were the authors of the 
works attributed to them. 


I From 











niu 


bee 2 EB Sr 






re 


Sse 





SSH ASEAN 





RES 


ox I. 


In 


From thefe premifes ic appears extremely abfurd 
for the Greeks to claim to themlelves not only the 
fole knowledge of antiquity, but a preference in 
point of hiftorical accuracy, candour, and credit. 
Nay, is i¢not evident, from their own writings, that 
their hiftories are the refulcof fancy and conjecture, 
rather than records of fubitantial facts? “As their 
authors clath one with another, and report one and 
the Jame thing in a manner totally different. 


It would be tedious to point out the difagreement 
between Hellanicus and Acufilaus refpecting their 
senealogics 3 the differences between Flefiod and 
-\cufilaus ; the proofs repeatedly brought by ipho- 
rus to demonftrare the reprelentations of Hel- 
lanicus; thereof ‘Timeus to the fame purport 
againit phorus; thole of fucceeding writers againit 
Timeus; and, in fine, thofe of all the latter authors 
againit Herodotus. Nor could Timeus agree with 
Philiftrus or Callias, about the Sicilian hiftory. 
‘The hiftorians of Athens and Argos differ as effen- 
tiaHy. So that doubts mutt arife in the minds of the 
readers, when they difcover fuch palpable contra- 
dictions amongi{t writers. Nay, TRUE rcidts him- 
felf is called in queftion upon feveral occafions, 
though the moft cautious, candid, and impartial 
hiftorian of his age. 


Upon due confideration, many reafons might be 
affigned for the great differences which prevail 
amonatt Greek authors 5 but] apprehend the prin- 
cipal parts arc thefe. Firft, the neglect of the 
Grecks in not laying a timely foundation for hittory, 
in records and memorials, to preferve the remem- 
brance of great atchievements; for, without thefe 
monumental traditions, pollerity are apt to err, hav- 
ing no clue to guide them into the path of truth. 
‘This mode of recording antient traditions was noc 
only neglected in other parts of Greece, but even in, 
Athens icfelf, which has been deemed the very feat of 
the polite arts. Draco’s penal laws, now extant in 
manufeript, are the moft antient of their public re- 
cords, though bearing date but a fhort {pace betore 
the tyrant Pififtracus. As to the Arcadians, who 
make fuch pretentfions to antiquity, they came later 
to the ule of letters than any of the rett. 


Now there being no authorities extant, there mutt 
naturally arife greac differences amongit the writers; 
becaule fuch vouchers might be introduced to 
confirm truch, and refute error, and thereby diftin- 
guifh between the authentic and groundicis hiflo- 
rian. Another caufe of contradiétion is the mo- 
tives which induce writers to take up the pen. ‘Evo 
many will for the applaufe of their cotemporarics ; 
and prefer the reputation of being efteemed florid 
ia dtyle, rather than candid in narrative. Some 
write to gratify tancy or humour, without any re- 
gard to bulk and juttice; others deal in panegyric, 
to court the patronage of the rears and there are 
tome that lavifh their time and talents in calummni- 
wing the writings and characters of their predecef- 
: are all contrary to the duty and office 





‘ors, which 
or a Senuine hiftorian. 


,_ Phe characterittic of crue hiftory is the concor- 
“ance of feveral writers, as to fubjeét, time, and 
place: bur the Greeks feem to adduce their diver- 
{ity as an arzument of authenticity. If the matter 
ia datpute betwixt them and us, were nice arrange- 
ments of words, and precifion of periods, we would 
uid them the palm, but we cannot but contend 
for fuperiority in point of fact and antiquity. 





Frecile In the date of their annals, which was com- 
ted zo the care of their prielts, who were punc- 
tu } In the difcharge of that office; that the’ Chal]- 
ueans followed the exam ple of the Babylonians, and 
taat the Phoonicians, who were intermixed with the 
Greeks, inftruéced them in the ule of letters, is uni- 
verfally acknowledged. It therefore only remains 
for me to fhew, that our forefathers provided, ar 
caft, as well for the lecurity of this order and rezu- 
lation, if not better, than any that went before them, 
ia charging the high-priefts and prophets with this 
commiffion; and thefe records have been handed 


Own Co our times with the utmolt accuracy; and I 
No. 30. 


That the Egyptians and Babylonians of old were 
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dare pronounce that our furure annals will bear the 
dame itamp of authoriry. Care was taken, from the 
beginning, to make choice of men of exemplary 
Piety and virtue for this function ; and further pro- 
vifion was made for preferving the facerdoral race 
pure and untainted, as no man is qualified for the 
office of a pricit, whole mother was not of prieftly 
extraction 5 and therefore, without apy regard ro 
wealth and honour, whoever pretends to the prieft- 
hood, mutt prove his delcent in a right line by a mul- 
ticude of witneflés. ‘Ehis is the practice not only in 
Judaa, but wherever our people are difperfed over 
the face of the whole earth; tor our priefts make 
it a kind of confcience only to intermarry with 
their own tribes. In this cafe, they fend from the 
father to Jerufalem the name of the woman they 
intend to marry, with her pedigree well 2nd duly 
attelted. 


But in time of war, as for initance, in the days of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, Pompey the Great, and Quin- 
tiius Varas, and principally within our own me- 


To 


mory, the turviving prielts compofe new tables of ¢ 


genealogy out of all records, and examine the cir- 
cunitances of the women thatremain. The prietts 
marry no captives, through a fufpicion they might 
have had intercourfe with foreigners; and, as2nin- 
controvertible proof of their purity, the names of 
all our priefts, In an uninterrupted fuccefion, from 
facher to fon, have ftood upon record throughout a 
fpace of two thouland years. If any of them pre- 
varicate, they are forbidden the altar, and depofed 
from the exercife of rhe facred funétion. And this 
is juitly, or rather neceffarily, done 3 becaute every 
one Is not permitted to write, nor is there any difa- 
grcemenct in what is written. ‘Ihe writings of the 
prophets we hold of Divine original ; and as to thole 
who have written the hiftory of their own times, 
their number is not great, nor are they very repug- 
nant one to another. 


We have not a multitude of books among us, 
dilagrecing and contradiéting one another, as the 
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The Jews 
had only 2% 


Greeks have, but are confined to twenty-two, that books of she 


we are bound to believe, 
books comprife the hiflory of the world trom the 
beginning to this day. ive of them treat of the 
creation of che world, and the generation of man- 
kind, and fo to the death of Mofes, in a feries of 
lictle lefs than goco years. 


From the death of Mofes to the reign of Ar- 
taxerxes, the fon of Xerxes, and king of Perfia,every 
one of our prophets wrote the hiflory of the times 
In which he lived, comprehending the whole in 
thi the other four books containing 
iJivine poems and moral precepts. ‘Vhere has, in- 
deed, been a continuation of our hiftcry trom Ar- 
taxerxes to this inftant; but ie is nor elteemed, in 
point of authenticicy, comparable to that of our 
forefathers, as there bas not been an exact fuccef- 
fion of prophets fince that time. ‘Phe former wri- 
tings are the objects of our implicit belief; for, dur- 
Ing many ages of the world, no attempt has been 
made, either to add to, or diminifh from them, or 
even fo much as to transform or difguife them. As 
we hold thefe writings Divine, we call them fo; and 
are trained, from earlicft infancy, to meditate upon, 
obferve, and maintain them as fuch - nay, we are 
enjoined rather to fuffer death than Sive them up. 


and thole twenty-two 


How many are there of our captive countrymen gz, 
at this day, ftruggling under exquifite torments, be- fe 
caule they will not renounce the Jaws of their coun- P : 
try, nor blafpheme the God of their forefathers ? pi the® 


When did any of the Greeks undergo fuch trial ? 
Lhey would not venture fuch thocks to preferve all 
they hold moft dear. They hold their writings in 
no other efteem than as words, and have the fame 
opinion of antient as of modern productions. Many 
have taken uponthem to write our fubjects, of which 
they were wholly ignorant, and that withour apply~ 
ing for information to thofe who were acquainted 
with them. We have an example of this inthe hit. 
tories of our date wars, publifhed by perfons who 
were never on the fpot of aétion, but who never~ 
thelefs, have the confidence to uther into the world 
a jargon of inconfillencies as Genuine hiftarics, 
ok e Lut 


higheft 
eflecm. 
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But this | can aver, with refpee to my hiftory of 
our wars, that it is genuine and authentic; as 
had ocular teltimony, certain knowledge, and the 
means of informing myiclf particularly of every 
eccurrence. I have beenas faithiul in my report, as 
I was minute in my inveftigation. 1 had acommand 
in Galilee as long as our nation was able ro oppote 
the Romans; and it wasmy fortune, in theend, to be 
made prifoner, and carried to Velpalian and ‘Virus, 
who, at firft, ordered me to be kept bound; but I 
was afterwards generoully relealed, and fent to ac- 
company Titus, when he came from Alexandria to 
the fiege of Jerutalem. During the whole time 
there was nothing done that efeaped my knowledge. 
Whatever paffed in the Roman camp was open to 
me; nor was any care wanting, on my part, moit 
faithfully to reprefent every circumftance. With 
refpec: to the ftate of the city, I had accounts of it 
from deferters, with an exprefs from the emperor 
to take minutes of each occurrence. 


Being furnifhed with thefe materials, and finding 
jeifure at Rome, I applied co fome friends to affitt 
me in acquiring a competent knowledge of the 
Greek tongue, and then proceeded to the compila- 
tion of my hiftory, in which I am fo confcious of 
having obferved the utmoft candour and jultice, 
that I dare appeal to the generals Vefpafian and 
‘Virus as my vouchers. To thefe illuftrious per- 
fonages I firft prefented my work, and next to them 
to certain noble Romans, who commanded in the 
fame war. Others I difpofed of to feveral of our 
own nation, who were {killed in the Greek tongue, 
as Julius, Archelaus, Hicrod, and the moit excellent 
king Agrippa. ‘Thefe bear honourable teftimony, 
that I acquitted myfelf as a faithful hiftorian ; and 
furely 1 could never have obtained fuch fanétion and 
patronage, if, through ignorance or favour, I had in 
any inftance deviated from facts. I have been ex- 
poled to the calumnies of the illiberal, who have 
ceniured my productions ina vein of irony and far- 
cafm: but they would do well to confider, that 
whoever pretends to authenticity in the relation of 
trantactions, fhould firit render himfelf minutely 
acquainted with them, either from his own perfonal 
oblervation, or the information of others: of both 
thele advantages I have fully availed myfelf. 


With refpeét to my Antiquities, Ihave, in charac- 
ter of a prieft, tranflated chem from our facred wri- 
tings, and digefted them in methodical order. But 
inthe hiftory of the war, I was an aétor in fome 
cates, a fpectator in others, and, upon the whole, a 
ttranger to nothing that was either done or faid. 
What infolence, therefore, it is in thofe, who would 
endeavour to deprive me of my title to authenticity ! 
Vhey pretended to have infpected the journals of 
the commanders; but can thatinvalidate my hiftory, 
in points abfolutely unknown to thofe commanders ? 


T have been under a neceffity of making this di- 
greflion, in order to expole the vanity of many who 
pretend to write hiftories; and, I apprehend, that 
what L have oblerved, is fufficient to fatisfy any 
man, that the very barbarians have better prelerved 
this cuftom of trantmicting down the hiltories of 
ancient times than the Greeks themfelves. I would 
now offer fome matters for the confideration of 
thole who endeavour to prove, that our confti- 
tution is but of modern date, becaufe the Greek 
writers have made no mention of us: I fhall then 
produce teftimonies of our antiquity from the wri- 
tings of foreigners, and demonttrate the injuftice of 
thole who catt reproaches on our nation. ~ 


Wre neither inhabit a maritime country, nor do 
we delight in merchandile; nor in thar incercourfe 
with other nations which naturally arifes trom it. 
Our cities lie remote from the fea; our foilis fruitful 
and cultivated with care. Our grand concern is the 
cducation of our children, to train them in pious 
exercifes, and flrict obedicnce to the laws of our 
country: this, indeed, we elteem the main bufinefs 
or our lives. Befides, we have a peculiar way of 
living to ourlelves, which gives us to underitand, 
that, tn times pai, we had no communication with 
the Greeks, as the Mgyptians and Phoonicians had, 
as allo other nations, by a common tie of naviga- 
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tion, trade, and commerée, for the advancement of 
their fortunes. Nor cid our predeceffors makein. 
roads upon their neighbours, as others have Gone 
for the enlarging their eftates ; though they wanted 
neither numbers or courage, to be dangerous ond 
troublefome, had they been fo didpofed. * 


Thus it was that the Phoenicians became know, 
to the Greeks, and chrough them the Egyptians ani 
other traders into Greece. After thefe the Medes 
and Perfians, having become lurds*of Afia ae 
ried the war into Europe. The Thracians’ Were 
alfo known by being contiguous; the Scythians by 
holding = correfpondence with thole that failed to 
Pontus; and fo all along the eaftern and welern 
fea, there was a fufficiency of fubject matter for 
hiftory. ; 


But thofe whofe habitations were remote from the 
fea, were for the moft part unknown; as was the cafe 
in Kuropealfo, where the Roman empire, thatlont 
had poffefféd tuch mighty power and greatnefs per. 
formed fuch gallant exploits in war, are never men. 
tioned by Herodotus, Vhucydides, nor any of their 
cotemporaries : and it was very late, and with great 
difficulty, that the Romans became known to the 
Greeks. What fhall we fay of writers in ordinary 
when Ephorus himfelf, the moft celebrated of ther: 
hiftorians, was fo ignorant of the Gauls and Iber. 
ans, that he fuppofés the kingdom of Spain, with™ 
the vatt continent it ttands upon, to be no more than 
one city, and fo afcribes to them things that were 
never done, faid, nor heard there? Whence comes 
this ignorance of the truth, but from the writers 
having no knowledge of the parts alluded to? Nor 
can it be any wonder that our nation was no more 
known to many of the Greeks, nor had given them 
occafion to mention them in their writings, while 
a were fo remote from the fea, and had a conduct 
of life fo peculiar to themfelves. 








_ But if [ fhould turn the Greeks’ mode of reaion- 
ing upon themfelves, and alledge, by way of dif: 
proving their antiquity, that no mention is madeor 
itin our records, would not fuch an inference be 
exploded as ridiculous ? Would they not appealto 
neighbouring nations to confirm their claim? ff 
this manner of proceeding may be admitted on the 
one fide, why not on the other? The Egyptians and 
Phoenicians are thechief witneffes that I fhalladduce 
in this cafe, nor can there be any ground of excep- 
tion to the evidence, as the former are known tob: 
our profeffed enemies, and the latter no better di- 

ofed towards us, particularly the people of Tyre. 

ut the Chaldeans have a better opinion of us, 
having been formerly under their command; like- 
wile on account of confanguinity and country, 3% 
appears from the honourable mention they make of 
us in their chronicles. When I have cleared our 1 
tion from the afperfions of the Greeks, and wiped 
away the flanders they have caft upon us, I willtle 
advert to their own hiftorians, and fo obviate #l! 
farther cavil. I fhall begin with the writings of the 
Egyptians, and cite an extraét from the works 
Manethon, an Egyptian by birth, but well fkilled ia 
the Greek language, as appears from an hiftory he 
took from holy writ about the Jewith religion. He 
finds much fault with Herodotus, for his ignoran 
and mifreprefentation of the Egyprian manners2 
cuftoms; and, in the fecond book of his hiflors 
delivers himfeif in thefe very words, which I que 
without the leaft deviation, that they may fufiee® 
confirm his teftimony. 


4 
2 





** We had a king whofe name was Timeeus; # 
in his reign we fell, beyond all imagination, nae’ s 
God’s heavy difpleafire. There came flowing : re 
upon us, a rugged, robuft people out of the et + 
that made an inroad into the province ;_and thee 
encamping, took it by force, and carried all 
fore them without fo much as a ftroke, putts 
our princes in chains, cruelly laying our city % 
afhes, demolifhing our temples, and miferably 
preffing our inhabitants; fome being cut ro piece 
and others, with their wives and children, ¢% 


° . : . ing 
away in bondage. After this, they tet up? ae 


ft 
1 iro! 
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* from among themfelves, whole name was Sa- 


“© Jaris. 


“ The new king advanced to Memphis, and hav- 
“ ing fubjected both the upper and the lower pro- 
& yinces, and put garrifons into all tenable places, 
““he fortified to the ealtward in a more efpecial 
<¢ manner, for fear of an invafion fromthe Affyrians, 
whom he looked upon as the ftronger of the two. 
“ Le found in the country of Saites, a city, for- 
merly called Avaris, which was fituated very con- 
“ veniently for his purpofe, to the ealt of the river 
«© Bubattis. This city he improved and repaired, 
«and fortified it with itrong works and walls, and 
“a body of two hundred and forty thouland men 
“to cover it. He made choice of harvelt rime for 
“the execution of his defign, witha regard both to 
“the plenty of the feafon for provilions, to the 
‘¢ means of paying his foldiers, and to the lecuring 
 himlelf likewile againit alJ aflzules, or invafions, 
“ by his excellent difcipline and conduct. 


. 


. 


. Salatis died in the nineteenth year of his reign ; 
* and one Boeon fucceeded him, who governed 
“ forty-four years. After him came Apachnas, and 
“ rejened fix and thirty years and feven months. 
« Apochis came next, and ruled fixty years and one 
“month: Janias, fifty years and one month: and 
“ Jatt of all came Affis, who ruled forty-nine years 
“and two months. ‘Thele fix were the firft kings, 
and perpetually in war, to exterminate the E-gyp- 
“tians. ‘he people we called dycfos; that 1s to 
“fay, ine bapber Is: for hyc, in the holy tongue, 
“ is as much as ding 5 and /os, according to the vul- 
“ par, is a /bepherd < fo that byc/as is taken as a com- 
“pound. ~ Some will have it that thefe people were 
“ Argbians. According to fome other copies, Lye 
“ does not fignify king-fbepbherd, but fhephere-cap- 
“ gives for hye and bac, with an afpiration, found, 
“in Egyptian, as much as captive; and it Jeems to 
« me the more reafonable interpretation of the two, 
“43 it fuics better with the antient hiltory.” 


eo 


We have it upon credit of the fame author, “ that 
“ when thole (by whatever name they may be called) 
‘* kings, or fhepherds, and their train, had kept the 
* government of Igypre in their own hands for the 
“ {pace of srr years, the king of Thebes, and_the 
“remainder of Egypt, that was not as yet fub- 
* jegted, made a violent and obftinate war upon the 
“Yhepherds, and routed them, under the command 
“of king Alisfragmuthofis : and when the greatcft 
“© pare of them were driven out of Egypt, the refit 
6 withdrew into a place called Avaris, of ten thou- 
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and to hear Manethon, in his own words, about 
the time when this happened. 

“ King Themofis reigned five and twenty years 
“ and four months, trom the departure of the fhep- 
“ herds out of Egypr, to the building of Jeruia- 
“lem. His fon Chebron took the kingdom atter 
“‘ him, and governed thirteen years : and after hin 
«© A menophis, twenty years and jeven months : his 
“fitter Amefles, one and twenty years and nine 
& months: her fon Mephres twelve years and nine 
¢ months: his fon Mephramuthofis, fiveand tweaty 
* vears and ten months: his fon Phemofis, ninc 
“ years und cight months: his fon Amenophis, 
“ thirty years and ten months : his fon Orus, thirty- 
“(Gx years and five months: his daughter Acen- 
“ cheres, twelve years and one month: Rathotis, 
“Cher brother, nine years: his fon Acencheres, 
“< ewelve yearsand fivemonths : another Acencheres, 
“ his fon, twelve years and three months: his fon 
“© Armais, four years and one month: his fon Ar- 
“‘mefis, one year and four months: his fon Ar- 
* meflts Miamun, fixcy-fix years and two months: 
“ Amenophis, nineteen years and fix months, Se- 
* thofis, having raifed a great force, both at fea 
“Cand land, contticuted his brother Armais licu- 
“ tenant-general of Egypt, and vefled him with 
“ all fovercign powers and privileges, the wearing 
* of the crown excepted ; and, with a caution not 
© to opprets the queen or her family, mor to inter- 
“© meddie with the king’s concubines. 


“* Sethofis, upon this, marched up co Cyprus and 
S Phoenicia, and fo forward to the Medes and Afty- 
“rians, conquering ftillhas he went; Jome by the 
“ word, others by the very terror and reputation of 
his arms. He was fo elevated by his fucceflts, 
“ that he ttope at nothing, but laying all watte to 
* the ealtward, carried the whole country before 
“him. While this was doing, his brother Armais, 
“© without any difficulty or feruple, broke faith with 
“ his brother in Egypt, and did juft the contrary to 
“* what he thouwld have done. He expelled the 
** queen, abufed the king’s concubines, and, at the 
* inftance and advice of his falfe friends, afumed 
“¢ the crown, and took up arms against his brother. 
“ The Egyptian high-prieft gave Setholis notice of 
“all thele indignities from time to time; upon 
“‘ which advice the king came immediately back 
** again by the way of Pelufium, and made good 
“his government. From this prince the country* 
** rook the name of Egypt; for Sethofis was called 
‘¢ Heyptus, and his brother Armais named like- 
*¢ wile Danaus.” 


“* Jand acres in extent; and this the fhepherds (ac- 


. i f This is the account of Manethon; from which it The infe- 
* cording to Manethon) encloted with a ftrong jub- i cea fr 


is evident, upon a clear computation, that our pre- sences from 
Manethon’s 


“ttantial wall, thac fecured to them al] neceffaries 
** within themifelves.” He lays further, ** that The- 
** mofis, the fon of Alistragmuthofis, laid fiege to it 
“© with tour hundred and eighty choufand men: but 
“when he found the place was not to be carried 
* by affaule, they came to conditions, upon articles 
“to depart Egypt, and a fate convoy to go whither 
“they would. Upon thefe terms they marched out 
“with their goods and families, to the number of 
** cwo hundred and forty thoujand fouls, by the way 
** of the wildernefs, into Syria; and, for fear of the 
“* Affyrians, who were then matters of Afia, retired 
{, Wto a country that is now known by the name of 
= Judzea, where they erected a city large enough to 

receive this vaft multitude, and called it Jeru- 
“ falem.”? 


as 


_ The fame Manethon tells us, in another book of 
his Egyptian Hiftory, ‘* that he finds thefe people 


deceffors, otherwife known by the name of fhep- 
herds, left Egypt three hundred and ninery-three 
years before Danaus went to Argus; though the 
Greeks pique themfelves mightily upon the anti- 
quity of that prince. Mancthon therefore advances 
two great points for us out of the Egyptian recordss 
the firft, that our forefathers came out of another 
country into Jigypt; the fecond, that their deliver- 
ance out of it was of fo antient a date, as to precede 
the fiege of Troy almoft a thoufand years. With 
refpeét to fome other particulars which Manethon 
adds, not out of the Lgyptian records, but, as he 
himfelf conteffes, from ftorics of an uncertain ori- 
ginal, I fhall demonftrate hereafter, that they are 
no better than groundlefs fictions. 


I fhall now pafs from thefe records to thofe of 
the Phoenicians, concerning our nation, and from 
them produce atteftations of what 1 have advanced. 


7 in books of great authority, diftinguifhed by the 
~ nameof Captive Shepherds;” our anceftors hav- 
ing been brought up to grazing, and from that 


There are among the Lyrians public records of The Tyran 
great Bneseieittys and they are fo carefully preferved, ecords of 
as to contain all tranfactions that are worthy of me- 8"¢#t 2nu- 
morial. aunty. 


paitoral employment taking the name of fhepherds. 
Uhey imagine that they had fome ground for calling 
them captives: it was by that name that our father 
Jofeph made himfelf known to the king of Egypr, 
when he obtained permiffion to fend for his bre- 
thren, But of this more particularly elfewhere. 
0 that it will be fufficient, at prefent, to confult 
the teftimonies of the Egyptians upon this fubjeét, 


Amongft other paffages concerning our 
nation, they make mention of king Solomon’s ¢reét- 
ingatempleat Jerufalem, an hundred and forty-three 

ears and eight months before their predeéceffors 

uilt Carthage; defcribing alfo, in their annals, the 
very model of the temple. Tliram, king of Tyre 
had fo greata friendfhip for David, and his fon So. 
lomon for his fake, that he prefented him with an 
hundred 
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hundred and twenty talents of gold towards the or- 
nament of the fabric, and furnifhed him with the 
mott excellent timber from mount Libanus for the 
roof and wainfcor. Nor was Solomon wanting, on 
the other hand, in a magnificent return, as, among 
other acknowledgments, he made him a prefent of 
Zabulon in Naphtali. Butthe love of wifdom, or 
akind of philofophic paffion, cemented the friend- 
fhip betwixt them. ‘Chey fent problems and intri- 
cate cales to be folved by each other ; and Solomon 
evinced a fuperiority to Hiram. There are extant 
among the Tyrians, to this day, divers copies of 
the letters that paffed betwixt them; and for con- 
firmation of the fame, 1 fhall refer to Dius, an hif- 
terian among the Phoenicians of unqueftionable 
credit. ‘Thele are his words. 


“ Firam, the fon of Abibal, fucceeded his father 
“Cin the government. He repaired and improved 
“¢ divers cities in the eaftern parts of his dominion, 
* enlarged Tyre, and, byraifing a caufeway between 
“¢ them, joined it to the temple of Jupiter Olym- 
“ pus, itanding in an ifland, and beautified ic with 
“‘ many rich donations. After this he went up to 
“© mount Libanus to cut down’ wood for temples. 
“© They fay farther, that Solomon, king of Jerufa- 
“Jem, and Hiram, interchanged certain problems 
“* rg be folved, upon condition that he who failed 
“ in the folution, fhould incur a forfeiture; and that 
*¢ Hiram, finding the queftion too difficult for him, 
< paid the penalty ; and propofed new ones for So- 
“Jomon to interpret, upon the penalty of paying 
“¢ forfeit to Hiram.” This is what Dius records upon 
this fubject, 


T now proceed to Menander, the E.:phefian, an au- 
thor who made an hiftorical colle€tion of the tran- 
factions of the Greeks and barbarians under every 
one of the Tyrian kings, which, for the better autho- 
rity of the work, he has extraéted from their own 
records. Flaving paffed through the fucceffion of 
the T'yrian kings as far as Hiram, he thus writes : 


“ Upon the death of Abibal, his fon Hiram came 
“© tg the crown, and lived to enjoy it thirty-four 
“¢ years. This prince threw up a large bank, that 
“* joined Eurychorus to the city of Tyre; and de- 
*“dicated a golden pillar to Jupiter, which was 
*¢ there depofited in his temple. Hle went after 
“¢ this into a foreft, to a mountain called Libanus, 
“¢ where he cut down all the cedar for roofs for 
* temples; raifing the old buildings, and advancing 
“* others. One he dedicated to Hercules, another 
“to Attarte: the former in the month Peritius, 
“and the other when he marched againft the ‘T’y- 
““yians, for not paying their taxes : but, upon their 
* reduction, he prefently returned. 


** TTiram had, at this time, a young man, a fervant 
in his houte, whofe office it was to expound So- 
lomon’s riddles ; his namewas Abdemonus. From 
this king’s time to the building of Carthage, the 
computation runs thus: 
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“* Baleazar, the fon of Hiram, fucceeded his fa- 
*€ ther, and died in the forty-third year of his age, 
*¢ and the feventh of hisreign. Tthe next was Ab- 
¢¢ daftartus, the fon of Beleazar, who died in the 
*¢ twentieth year of his lite, and the ninth of his 
‘reign, This prince was murdered by his nurfe’s 
“* four fons, and the eldeft of them governed 
“¢ twelve years in his place: and after him came 
*¢ Aitartus, the fon of Delceaftartus, who lived fixty 
“* years, and_reigned twelve. After him came his 
*¢ brother Alerymus, who lived fifty-four years, and 
*¢ reigned nine, atl was murdered by his brother 
¢ Phelles, who took the government upon him in 
“¢ the fiftieth year of his age; and, after a reign of 
“© eight months, was flain by one Ithobalus, a prieft 
*©of the goddefs Aftarre, who lived to the age of 
*¢ fixty-cight years, and ruled thirty-two. Lis fon 
“© Badezorfucceeded him, wholived forty-five years, 
and reigned fix: and then his fon Matgenus lived 
two and thirty years, and reigned nine. The next 
was Pygmalion, who lived fifty-ffx years, and 
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*: governed forty, It was in the feventh year of his 
reign, thachis fifter Dido buile Carthage,in Africa 
‘© So that from the time of Fliram to the ereéting of 
“ Carthage, we account an hundred and fifty-five 
“* years and eight months. Taking for granted tha 
“the temple of Jerufalem was built in the twelfth 
“year of king Hiram, it makes an hundred id 
“¢ forty-three years and eight months, from the raif. 
* ing of the temple to the building of Carthage” 


Nothing can tend more to con&rmation than this 
te{timony of the Pheenicians: for our ancettors cer. 
tainly came into Judea long before the building of 
the temple; nor did they build that temple till they 
had obtained poffeffion of the country by dint of 
arms, as I have clearly proved from the facred 
writings in my Antiquities. 


We will now proceed to fhew how far the Chal- 
dean records agree with others concerning our hif. 
tory, and begin with Berofus, by birth a Chaldean 
well known by the learned from his publication of 
the Chaldean treatifes on aftronomy and philofophy 
among the Greeks. Berofus following the moft an- 
tient records, gives us an hiftory of the deluge, and 
the deftruction of mankind thereby, exadtly con- 
fonant with the defcription of Mofes; as alfo of 
the ark, and the prefervation of Noah in it, when % 
it was brought to the higheft part of the Armenian 
mountains. He gives us a catalogue of the pofte- 
rity of Noah, and adds the years of their chrono- 
logy, from Noah himfelf to Nabulaffar, king of 
the Babylonians and Chaldeans, with an account of 
this king’s exploits. He tells us that he fent his fon 
Nabuchodonofor with a mighty army into Egyptand 
Judea, where, upon his being informed of a revolt, 
he reduced the people to fubjection, {et fire to our 
temple at Jerufalem, and carried off our whole na- 
tion in captivity to Babylon. After this our city lay 
defolate during an interval of feventy years, till the 
days of Cyrus, king of Perfia. Te then fays that 
this Babylonian king conquered E-gypr, Syria, Pho- 
nicia, and Arabia, and exceeded in his exploits all 
his predeceflors. But to quote his own words. 





** Nabulaffar, the father, underftanding that his 
deputy in ZEgypt, Ccelo-Syria, and Pheenicia, 
was up in arms, being old himlelf, and paft the 
fatigues of war, he tent his fon Nabuchodonofor, 
(in the vigour of his youth,) at the head of a 
{trong army, to bring him to reafon. This prince 
encountered the rebel, defeated him, and _reco- 
vered all the provinces that were engaged in the 
revole. 
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‘¢ Tt happened, at the fame time, that Nabulaflar 
fell fick at Babylon, and died, after a reign of nine 
and twenty years. It was not long before the jon 
had noricé of his father’s death ; whereupon he 
immediately fettled his affairs in Egypt, and the 
reft of the provinces; and committing the cap- 
tive Jews, Phoenicians, and Syrians, thathad been 
in Egypt, to the care of fome particular conll- 
dents, to fee them brought up to Babylon, toge- 
ther with the army and the baggage, he himfelr, 
“ with a fmall retinue, took his journey for Babylon 
by the way of the defert. Upon his arrival, he 
“ found all things difpofed to his wifh; the Chal- 
“ deans, and all the great men, declaring them- 
“felves in his intereft, and for his eftablifhment 
upon the throne of his father. 


© In this interim, while the prifoners were upon 
the way, he ordered them the moit commodious 
lodgings of the city for their quarters, and 4 
accommodations to be provided for them. | 1! ; 
fpoils of the war were applied with wonderful 
munificence, to the enriching and adorning © 
the temples; as that of Bel, and others., 
caufed to be ereéted a new town, as an addition [0 
the old one: and to prevent the turning of t fe 
river the city ftood upon, from the place, 1n ce 
of a fiege, they ran up a triple wall, part 0 i 
© brick, and the reft of brick and bitumen, about 


“ the whole. After all thefe fortifications, Ne 
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“‘ fuch gates as might have become the dignity of a 
“temple. He built likewilea glorious palace, near 
“chat of his father, but incomparably beyond it, 
« both for extent and expence. “The detcription 
“ of it would be too tedious, but ic mult be ob- 


 forved, that this admirable piece was the work of 
“ only Afteen days. 


* There were in it alfo feveral artificial rocks, that 
“ had che refemblance of mountains ; with nurie~ 
“ sies of all forts of plants, anda kind of hanging 
“ garden, fulpended in the air by a mott admirable 
“ Contrivanee. This was to gratify his wife, who, 
*¢ being brought up in Media, among the hills, and 
*¢in the treth air, found relief from fuch a pro- 
& geet.” 


. 


Thus writes Berofus refpecting the king: and 
there are other circumftances worthy of remark in 
his Chaldean antiquities, and more particularly 
where he cenfures the Greeks for affirming that 
Babylon was founded by Semiramis, queen of Al- 
fyria. Moreover, we meet with a confirmation of 
what Berofus relates, in the records of the Phocni- 
cians, concerning the king of Babylon, and his 
conquering all Syria and Phoenicia. Philottratus 
agrees with him inhis hittory of the fiege of Tyre; 
as does Megafthenes, in the fourth book of his In- 
dian Hiftory, wherein he pretends to_prove that 
this king of Babylon was fuperior to Hercules in 
ftrength and prowefs, adding, thac he had _the 
ereateft part of Lybia and Iberia at his devotion. 
: With refpeét to the temple of Jerulalem, we have 
the authority of Berofus, that it was laid in afhes 
by the Bab foniaies and that Cyrus, when he had 
reduced Afia, began to rebuild it. That hiftorian 
thus writes in his third book. 





_ * When Nabuchodonofor was juft entered upon 

* the third wall, in the forty-third year of his reign, 
‘© he fell fick and died. Evil-Merodoch, his fon, 
* fucceeded him; but having rendered himfelf odi- 
“ous ro the higheit degree, by his exorbitant op- 
*: preffions, he was cut off by the treacherous prac- 
“tice of Niriglifforor, his fifter’s hufband, in the 
**fecond year of his reign. After his death, the 
“ traitor advanced himlelf to the crown, and kept 
“ict four years. His fon Laborofardochus came 
“very young to the government, and continued 
“in it only nine months, being deftroyed by the 
“ treachery even of his very friends, who looked 
“upon him as a youth of vicious and dangerous 
‘inclinations, and therefore removed him. Hie was 
“no fooner difpatched than the confpirators met, 
““and confulting together, chofe one Nabonidus 
“ tor their king, being both a Babylonian, and of 
‘the fame family. ‘he walls about the river of 
* Babylon were finifhed by this prince. 











Z “In the feventeenth year of this king’s reign 
* Cyrus, with a mighty army out of Pertia, over- 
qe han all Afia, and marched directly tor Babylon. 
* Nabonidus fairly met him in the field, fought 
him, and loft the battle: only himfelf, and fome 
«, few of his people, got into the town of Borfippe. 
& Cyrus was now before Babylon, making no 
ve doubt but, upon forcing the firit wall, he might 
« eatry the place. But, upon fecond thoughts, he 
a quitted the fiege, and went back to Berfippe, 
, With a defign to ‘attack the place. Nabonidus 
a chofe rather to caft himie}f upon Cyrus’s mercy, 
. than to ftand the fhock; fo that, upon his humi- 
‘lation, Cyrus banifhed him out of Babylon, and 
« gave him quiet poffeffion of Caramania, where 
he ended his life in a private ftation.” 


» .. .Thefe accounts of Berofus exaétly correfpond 

.. With our facred books, in which it is related that 
Nabuchodonofor, intheeighteenth ycar of his reign, 
deftroyed our temple, and that it lay defolace for 
htty years, But chat, in the fecond year of the reign 
ov Cy rus, its foundation was laid; and it was finifh- 
ed again in the fecond year of Darius. I fhall now 
add the records of the Pheenicians, as too many 
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proofs cannot be adduced, provided they agree in 
point of chronology. The computation itands thus: 


TO 


Nabuchodonofor befieged Tyre forthirteen years, 
in the reign of king Ithobal. After him rexgned 
Baal ten years. After him judges were appointed, 
of whom Ecaibalus, the fon of Baflec, judged the 
people two months. Chelbis, the fon of Abd:cus, 
ten months. Abbar, che high -prieft, three months. 
Myrgonus and Geraffus Betus, the fons of Abdeli- 
mus, fix years. Atter them Balatorus, one year. 
Upon his death they tent or Merbalus trom Baby- 
lon, who governed tour years, and was fucceeded 
by his brother Hirom, who ruled twenty years, 
during which Cyrus obtained the empire of Perfia. 
The whole interval amounts to fifty-four years and 
three months; for, in the feventh year of the reign 
of Nabuchodonolor, he began to befiege Tyre; 
and Cyrus enrered upon his reign over the kingdom 
of Perfia in the fourteenth year of Hirom. So that 
the records of the Chaldeans and Tyrians agree 
with our writings concerning this temple; and the 
teltimonies here produced are an indifpucable attel- 
tation to the antiquity of our nation. 


records. 


But it is now expedient to fatisfy thofe who dif- reaimo- 
believe the records of barbarians, and think thofe 
of the Greeks only worthy of credic, by producing 
many of thofe very Greeks who were acquainted , 
with our nation, and {ietting before them Juch as, 
upon occafion, have made mention of us in their 


own writings. 


Pythagoras, of Samos, lived in very ancient times, 
and was efteemed fuperior to all philofophers in 
piety and wifdom. Ic isevident that this great man 
was not only verfed in our laws, but, in many in- 
itances, an admirer and obferver of them. ‘This is 
not interred from any thing thac he ever wrote, but 
from what others knew and reported concerning 
him. Hermippus, an hiftorian of credit, in his firtt 
book cencerning Pythagoras, informs us, ‘‘ that, 
Sf upon the death of Calliphon, of Croton, onc of 
2 his affociates, the philofopher ailirmed, that the 
a foul of cthis man converfed with him night and 
i. day, and enjoined him not to pafs over a place 
ie where his afs had ttumbled, to drink only of 
a clear fountain water, and to {peak illof no man. 
This he did in imitation of the Jews and ‘Vhra- 

cians, with an application to himielf.”’? And it 
was truly faid; for Pythagoras incorporated divers 
cuftoms of the Jews into his own philofophy. 


goras. 


Nor was our nation unknown of old to feveral 
of the Grecian cities, or, indeed, thought unwor- 
thy of imitation by fome of them, as appears from 
Theophraftus, in his book of laws, where he fpeaks 
of the Tyrian law again{t iwearing by any ftrange 
god, naming the Corban, amongft other oaths, 
prohibited, that is to fay, in Hebrew, the gift of 
God ; and this oath was only co be found amongft 
the Jews. 


phraltus. 


Herodotus, of Halicarnaffus, was no ftranger to 
our nation ; for he makes fome mention of us in his 
fecond book, where, tpeaking of the people of Col- 
chos, he has thefe words: ‘* With refpect to cir- 
** cumcifion, I find only the Colchians, the Egyp- 
** tans, and the Ethiopians, to have ufed it of old. 
“* But the Phoenicians and the Syrians in Paleftine. 
“* confefs that they derived it from the Egyptians. 
*° The Syrians that border upon the rivers Ther- 
modon and Parthenius, and their neighbours the 
: Macronians, are reputed to have taken it up of 
*Jate from the Colchians. ‘there are no others 
. that are circumcifed, and they proceed after the 
. manner of the Egyptians. As for the Egyptians 

and Iechiopians, Fcannot determine which of them 
“© received it from the other.” ‘This author is pofi- 
tive that the Syrians of Paleftine are circumcifed 
whereas there are no people circumcifed in Paleftine 
but the Jews; it muft therefore be his knowledge 
of them that induced him to fpeak concerning them. 


dotus, 


Cherilus alfo, a more ancient writer and poet, Of Chari. 


makes pecoton of our nation, and informs us, that ! 
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it came to the aMfittance of king Xerxes, in his ex- 
pedition againft the Greeks; for, in his enumera- 
tion of other nations, he lait of all inferts ours, 
when he fays, 


“* Thefe people, with an admirable grace, 

** Brought up the rear: their language Tyrian was ; 

“© Themielves unknown; the mountains theirabode 

“* By Solymus, that near a vatt jake ftood. 

* Their hair cut round; and their heads cover’d 
; over . 

*¢ With head- pieces of tann’d horfe-hides they wore.” 


From hence, I think, it is evident, that, [peaking 
of the mountains of Solyma, or Jerufalem, and of 
a large lake at hand there, it can be underltood of 
no other than cf the Jews chac dwell amongil thote 
mountains ; and of the lake Afphaltitis, which is 
by much the largeit in all Syria. 


Nor were the Jews barely known to the common 
fort of the Grecks, but likewife to their philofo- 
phers of the frft rank, by whom they were honour- 
ed with Gngular marks of triendfhip and eiteem. 
Clearchus, who was the difcipic ‘of Ariftotle, and 
inferior to none of the Peripatetics, in his firtk book 
on the fubjeét of Meep, days, trom Ariltotle, his 
matter, ‘* f¢ would be tedious co run through the 
“ whale hiltory of the people of the Jews, and 
“© therefore 1 fhall only give you a fpecimen of a 
S¢ particular perfon’s actmirable wifdom.” Eiype- 
rochides niade anfwer, that ic would be the greatett 
favour hecoulddothem. Arittotle chen proceeded 
thus: ** Vhis was a Jew of the Lower Syria, of the 
“© race of u lort of philofophers whom the Indians 
** call Calani, and the Syrians Jews, from the coun- 
* try of Judaa, which they inhabit. Vheir capital 
“* city has a hard name, and they call it Jerufalem. 
*° He was a perfon of great holpicality to ftrangers, 
* and no lefs confiderable for his learning and mo- 
““ vals. It was my torctune to be in Afia with tome 
** difciples, and this man paid us feveral vilits 
“© there, to the great fatista€tion and improvement 
** of thoie who adinired his converfation.” , 


This is the character, according to Clearchus, 
that Artilotle gave the Jews, to which he added his 
extraordinary temperance and moderation in the go- 
vernment of his paffions. 


Mecatzus, the Abderite, aman learned and active, 
who was trained up with Alexander the Great, and 
lived afterwatds with Ptolemy, the fon of Laeus, 
and king of Fgypt, wrote an entire tra& upen the 
fubje&t of the Jews, from which I fhall extraG tome 
paiiages that tend to elucidate the matter under pre- 
dent contideration. Ele relates an account of a 
bate fought betwixt Prolemy and Demetrius, near 
Gaza, eleven years after the death of Alexander, 
and in the hundred and feventeenth olympiad, ac- 
cording to Cattor in his hittory. ‘“* ft was in this 
Salympiad (he writes) that Prolemy, the fon of 
“ Lagus, defeated Demetrius, the fon of Antigo- 
“nos, otherwite called Poliorcetes, in 2 bartle, 
not far from Gaza.” Now it is agreed, on all 
hands, that Alexanderdied inthe hundred and four- 
tcench olympiad; and it is therefore evident that 
the Jews were a Hourifhing people in the days of 
that great prince.  biecaraus fays further, chat af- 
ter the battle of Gaza, Prolemy made himielf maf- 
ter of Syria, and the country round, and that the 
poople were fo charmed with his humanity and mo- 
deration, that many followed him into Egypt, and 
were willing to affift him in his concerns. Among 
the relk was one Hezekiah, an high-prieft of the 
jews, and a perfon of the firft rank. He was a 
man fixty years of age, pofitiied of the powers of 
eloquence, and great knowledge of the world. The 
Jame author iays likewile, thar the number of 
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prielts who reecived tenths lived in common, and | 


amounted to about Afteen hundred. Speaking ar- 
terwards of Flezckiah, he thus proceeds. 

a “We have had feveral conferences with this great 
éman, and others about him, concerning our dite 
“* ferent cutloms, practices, and opinions, infomuch 
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* thar he carried us to his habitation, and inftruéed 
** us in the polity of hiscountry, which he had down 


** in writing.” 


. Hecatzeus proceeds to fhew the zeal and veners. 
tion we have for our laws, and that we are ready 
to fubmit to the moft excruciating torment, rather 
than be guilty of the leaft violation of them. Le 
then expatiates on the fubjeét of our patience under 
calumny and reproach in the following manner, 


“*-What indignities have thefe people endured 
from their neighbours? How have they been per. 
fecuted by the Perfian kings and their officers 
and yet ftood firm to the laft extremity againit aif 
trials? For inftance; the temple of Bélus was 
fallen down at Babylon, and Alexander, being ar 
thac time in the place, had an intention to repair 
it, and accordingly ordered all the foldiers ty 
affift in carrying timber and materials towards the 
advancing of the work. , The Jews were the only 
people that refufed, and were teverely punithed 
for their difobedience: but when the king faw 
nothing would work upon them,.outof generous 
tendernefs for fuch confrancy, he ordered them tu 
be difcharged. i 
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Upon their return into their own 
country, they demolifhed all the temples and al. 
tars that they found erected to ftrange gods; fer 
which fome of them were fined and -punithed, 


** and others pardoned.” 


The hiftorian enlarges then upon our wonderful 
fteadinefs and refolucions, the vaft.mulcitudes of our 
people, the prodigious numbers that were carried 
away captive, by the Perfians, into’Babylon, and 
others again, after the death of Alexander, tranf- 
ported into Egypt and Pheenicia, upon occafion of 
a {edition in Syria. Fie fpeaks likewife of the ex- 
tent, the beauty, and the fruicfulnefs of our coun- 
try, (that is to fay, of Judzea,) which he computes 
at near three millions of acres, and affirms it to be 
a moft excellent foil. Of the city of Jerufalem, 
its tpaciouthefs, the people, and the temple, he 
{peaks to this effect. , 


“© The Jews have in their poffeffion a great many 
“* towns, villages, and {trong holds; but one city 
eminent above all the reft for largenefs and 
itrength. It is accounted fifty furlongs in com- 
pats, to contain an hundred and fitty thouland 
“* inhabitants ; and the name of itis Jerufalem. In 
“the middle of this city ftands an enclofure of 
“¢ ftone, an hundred cubits abour, and two mighty 
Gates to it. Within this encloture is a quadran- 
Sular altar, made of unwrought ftones, that never 
tool touched ; the fuperficies of it rwenty cubits 
‘over, and the depth ten. Near about it there 
“* ftands a fpacious building, with a golden altar, 
** and candleftick init, of two talents weight, and 
lamps burning continually night and day. But 
for images, plants, groves, &c. as in other tem- 
“* ples, here they were wholly wanting. But there 
* are priefts that pafs their time there day and night 
in great purity ; and they drink no wine.” ‘The 
fame author again thus relates a ftory of a Jew, 
upon an expedition, that ferved under one of Alex- 
ander’s fucceffors. 


‘* As I was travelling towards the Red fea, there 
“* was one Mofollam in the company, a Jew, and 
** one of our horfe-guards, that was looked upon to 
“* be very brave, and a famous markfman with bow 
and arrow. As they were advancing on, their 
‘Sway, a foothfayer, that took upen him to foretel 
“ the fortune of their voyage, bade them all ftand, 
* and they did fo. This Jew afked them, what chey 
“ftood for? The cunning man, fhewing them 4 
“bird, replied, If that bird ftands, you are, t? 
“ ttand; if it rifes, and flies on, you are to go iar 
** ward too; butif the bird takes its Aight the con 
* trary way, you muftall go back again. The Jew, 
‘* without any more words, let fly an arrow,, a 
S* killed the bird. The diviner, and his companion 
* fell prefently upon the Jew, in moft ourrageoes 
terms. Why certainly (fays Mofollam) you lik 
“all mad, to ‘be thus concerned about a fool! 
“ bird. I fow thall that poor wretch pretend ee 





ox I. 


* cular inftances. 


Ix 


“us our fortune, that knew nothing of its own? 
“ 1ftnis bird could have foreleen good or evil to 
come, it would have kept itlel! ous of the way of 
“ this arrow.” Thus much of IHecarvus. 


I fhall add one word out of Agatharchides; not 
asany friend of ours; though [take him, in charity, 
ro be no enemy. ** He relates a ilory, how Stra- 
* tonice cat off her hufband Demetrius, and patied 
“one of Macedonia into Syria, with a defign to 
“marry the king Seleucus. But Scleucus not an 
“ fwering her expectation, fhe ftirred up a commo- 
“tion in Antioch, while he was with his army in 
“ Babylon. Ac his return he took Antioch; and 
“© Straconice making for Seleucia, the was taken, 
“and ir colt her her lite’? Her only courfe had 
been to have taken her patlage by ier; bur fhe was 
diverted from ic by adream. Agatharchides, re- 
flecting upon Stratonice’s fuperflition, takes occa- 
fion to treat more at Jarge upon the topics, and fo 








enters upon an invective againit the Jews. 


“ The people (fays he) they call Jews, are pof- 
** teed of a city by the name of Jerufalem, a place 
“of impregnable ftrength. Vhey have a cuflom 
“there of refting the Jeventh day, wicthout either 
“* bearing of arms, cilling the ground, or attending 
“fany common bufinels whatloever; but they ene 
“ploy it wholly in their temples, and upon their 
“ devotions, from the morning to the evening. 


** Ptolemacus, the fon of Lacus, took advantace 
** of this cultom, and entered the city with an army 
“upon that day. What was the conlequence ? 
“When the Jews fhould have been defending their 
“lives and Hberties, their attention was altogether 
“ taken up with the tuperilitious foolery of not vio- 
** lacing their fabbath ; and fo they delivered them- 
““felves up to an infupportable tyranny; which 
*Sraughe them, by experience, the unwarrantabie 
“* foundation of fo pernicious a law. brom hence 
“itis, chat men fly co dreams and opinions, never 
“* confidering that things neceflary are not to be 
* controuled by human reaton.” “Lhus Agarhar- 
chides reflects upon our conduct: but wholoever 
paiies a fober judgment upon the whole matrer, will 
find the proceedings grounded upon the molt glort- 
ous foundation of honour and virtue: for what 
can be more heroical than to_pive up Hie and 
country to the duty we owe to God’s holy laws and 
religion? 


VUhat tome writers have omitted to mention our 
nation, not becaule they knew nothing of us, but 
becaule they envicd us, or from tome other unjulli- 
hable cauie, i chink FE can demonttrate from parti- 
Jerome, who wrote the hiftory of 
Alexander’s fucceffors, lived at the fame time With 
Hecatzeus, who was a friend of king Antigorus, 
and had the government of Syria. “Now Fi 
teus wrote a compleat voluine of our affairs, 
while Jereme never mentions us in his hittory ; 
though, from the viciniry of the place of his nati. 
vity, he might be faid to have been bred up amongit 
us. Bur men act according to their different incli- 
nations. ‘Ihe one thought our ations worthy of 
being tranfmitted to pofterity, while the other was 
blindiy dilpoted cto fupprefs the truth. - 









But furely we have fufficient evidence to demon- 


1 {trate our claim to antiquity, as the Egyptians, 


Chaldeans, Phoznicians, together with many of the 
Greek writers; for, befides thole zhready mentioned, 
there are ‘LPheophilus, Theodotus, Mioaaieas, Aric 
tophanes, Hermogenes, Fuemerus, Conon, Zopi- 
Mon, and many others, who have made particular 
Mention of us, The greater part of thele writers 
matt undoubtedly be in the dark, for want of the 
holy icriptures for their guide; yer they all afford 
taeir teftimony to our antiquity, which js fuficient 
Hey prelent purpofe,, Lhe errors of Demetrius 
eS the elder Philon, and Eupolemus, may 
fe Paked over with candour, as they had nor the 
Means of better information. 


There remains behind one material circumftance, 
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to which I hold: myfelf bound in duty to attend. 
‘This is to demontiratethe calummnies end reproaches 
laid upon our nation, and turn the afleverations of 
the authors againit themielves. “Vo all men, who 
are converianc in hiftory, the prejudice and parti- 
ality of writers mult have been obvious. Some cx- 
erclic their malignity and prejudice upon whole na- 
tiens ; fome caft the fhatt of detraétion ac one ob- 
ject, fome acanother. “Vhus ‘Theopompus inveighed 
‘againtt che Athenians, Polycrates againit the Liace- 
daemanians, and ‘Lripoliticus (not Theopompus, as 
fJome tnagine) againil the ‘Phebans. Some of the 
writers are actuated by malevolence and ays fome 
irom the hope of acquiring fame, and others by 
reprefencing things extravagant and extraordinary. 
But whatever efieet fuch iliberal efforts may have 
with the weak and fuperficial, men of fober judg- 
ment will treat them with che conrempe they delerve. 












The Mgyptians being our profefled enemies, the Cautes of 
mot effectual means of gratitying them was. to the eum. 


pervert cruth, and mifreprefent the tory ofour fore. | 
and their departure jews. 


tathers coming into Igypt, 
thence. Indeed, they envied and hated us for many 
causes. Virit, for becoming powerful and confider- 
able while we were amonelt them, and afterwards 
profperous when we returned to our country. ‘The 
difference of our religion from theirs was another 
caute of enmity 5 a diflerence wide beyond concep- 
tions for they paid adoration to brute animals. ‘Uhis 
practice they imbibed trom earlicttintancy; and thar 
prepofteftion that blinded their minds, and rendered 
then incapable of fublimer ideas, excited their aver. 
fion to thole profelytes who came over to us; and 
fome of them have proceeded to that degree of folly 
and meannefs in their conduct, as not to icruple to 
contradict their own antient records. This affertion 
{ fhall prove by quoting the words of one of their 
principal writers, who Y have already cited in con- 
firmation of our antiquity. 


ics raifed 
buat che 


Manethon, having undertaken his Egyptian hilt rhe tatty 


tory, folemnly promifed to found it upon fome {i- 
cred writings, and premifes, “ that our ancetkors 
ee 


“try, but that, being expelled foon after, 





of Mane. 
thon’s &. 
A < . : pypdian hit 
carricdanarmy intoigypt, and fubdued thecoun- eres : 
they foedling 


“* fettled themiclves in a province that is now called the Jew 


“ Juda, builea city by the name of Jerulalem, 
“Cand ercdled a temple.” “Fhus far he followed the 
antient records, But he afterwards becomes ex 
centric, admits vulgar rumours and traditions, and 
introduces incredible flories, repreienting us as in- 
termixed with a rabble of Mgyptian lepers, and thus 
driven ouc of the country. Ee brings upon the 
pis an ideal king, under the fidlicious name of 
Amenophis; but, conicious of the impofture, does 
not calculate the years of his reign, which he has 
accurately done in ether cafes. Fle then afcribes 
even fabulous {tories to this king, as having, in-a 
manner, forgotten what he had already related, that 
is, that it.was now five hundred and cighteen years 
fince the fhepherds went out of Ingypt towards Je- 
rufalein; for it was in the reign of ‘TVhemofis that 
they departed. Now, from his days, the reign of 
the intermediate kings, according to Manethon 

amounted to three hundred and ninety-three years, 
till the time the two brothers, Sethon :ind Elermeus. 
of Whom Sethon was otherwife called Igyptus, and 
Elermeus Danaus. Fle alfo fays, that Sethon caft 
the other out of ligypt, and reigned fifty-nine years ; 
as did his eldeft fon Rhampfes, fixty-fix years. 







Tiaving acknowledged that our forefathers were 
gone out of Lgypito many years ago, he introduces 
his fictitious king Amenophis, as a prince of divine 
fpeculations, like Orus, and fuys, that he was de- 
firous to become a fpeclator of the gods. He alfo 
communicated his defire to one of the fame name 
with his own, who was the fon of Papius, and a 
kind of pricit. Manerhon adds, that this faid prictt. 
Amenophis, teld him, that his defire of feeing the 
gods fhould be granted, upon condition of his clear. 
ing the kingdom of all lepers, and other unclean 
perfons; and that the king, pleafed with this in- 
Junétion, gathered together, out of Egypt, all thac 
had any bodily defeéts, to the number uf fourfeore 

2 thoufand, 
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ere Boog) 
thoufand, whom he fent to work in the quarries to “© and rifling of towns and villages, was nothing ¢ 
the ealtward of the Nile, with a mixture of other | ** them without facrilege, and breaking the ani 
Egyptians, to whom that fervice was allotted. He | *¢ of their gods to pieces; mott barbaroufly tearing 
fays further, that there were fome of the learned - the conlecrated creatures, that the Egyptians 


adored, limb from limb; forcing the pricits and 
prophets to be the executioners of them then. 
delves, and then turning them off naked.” 


priefts polluted with the leprofy. 


In profecution of his purpofe, he goes on to ob- 
ferve, that the wile and heavenly prieit Amencphis, 
in ahorror of conicience for what he had done, and ee 
in dread of a judicial vengeance from heaven upon 
himielf for giving that countel, and upon the king 
for taking ic, durft not mention it to him, but lefc 
a writing behind him, and then put an end to his 
own exiftence. The author then goes on in thete 


very words. 


The author fays yetfurther, “* That the 

of that polity was one Ofarfiph, a eon 
** liopolis, fo called trom Cliris, a god that was 
worfhipped there :” and he jays that this priet 
changing his religion, changed his name too, and 
called himielf Moies. This is an Egyptian itory of 
the Jews, but contracted for brevity-iake. 


° . . . ee a . ce . 
“© ‘The king, being plied with petitions on the ke- ec Manethon fays yet again, that ‘* Amenophis and 


* half of thele miferable people, and particularly 
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for fome place of retreat, where they might live 
fafe and eafy, they pitched upon Avaris, tormerly, 
known by the name of Typhon, and the feat of 


ec 
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histon Rhampfes marched atterward out, of Exhi- 
opiawith two greatarmies, encountered the thep- 
herds and the lepers, routed and chafed them 
with great flaughter to the borders of Syria” 


This is the account we have from Manethon, which 
is molt ridiculoufly trivial, as will evidently appear, 


“‘ the fhepherds. The prince granted them this 


* boon; and they were no fooner fettled in it, than, 
“© Gnding it acommodious poft for a rebellion, they 
*© lifted themfelves under Ofarfiph, a prieft of He- 
“< liopolis, and took an oath of fidelity to him, to 
“© obey whatever he fhould command them, upon 
“¢ thete preliminaries, that they fhould neither wor- 
“ fhip any of the. Egyptian gods, nor ab{tain trom 
<< any of the meats that they account holy, nor in- 
“ termarry but with people of their own opinion. 
“© When they had gone thus far, in oppofition to the 
** Keyptians intereft and cuftoms, the commander 
“¢ prelently ordered the fortitying and walling in 
“¢ of the city, and the levying war againit Ame- 
«© nophis, who taking other priefts along with him, 
* fent an embafly to the fhepherds at Jerujalem, 
** whom king ” 


Now this fabulift takes it for granted, in the firft ,.. 
place, that our forelathers were not originally of re 
Egypt, but came thither from another country, and «sx. 
having fubdued it, went again ouc of it. Buc thar {8h 
thete Egyptians, who were thus difeafed, did not °” 
afterwards intermix with us, and that Mofes, who 
brought us out of the land of Egypr, was not one 
of that number, I fhall endeavour to demonttrate 
from Manethon’s own account, and prove thatitis 
not only a fiction, but that the foundation of itis 
as ridiculous as ralie. 







Manethon fuppofes that ‘* King Amenophis de- 
fired to fee the gods.” I afk what gods? If hé 
meant thegods their laws ordained to be worhhipped, 
as the ox, the goat, the crocodile, and the baboon, 
he had already teen them. But if he meant celel- 
tial gods, they are altogether invifible. What could 
excite this defire ? Another king, it feems, had {een 
them betore. He might have been informed what 
they were, and after what manner they had been 
feen, without any new artifice for obtaining his de- 
fire. However, the prophet, itisfaid, by whole means 
the king thought to compais his delign, was a good 
and wife man. If jo, he muft have known that the 
king’s defire was inattainable. But he failed of his 
end. To come more cloiely to the point, what pre- 
tence could there -be to fuppofe that the gods would 
not be feen by reafon of any defeét in the human 
body? Vhe gods are not offended at the defects of 
the body, but at thofe of the mind. How can irbe 
conceived that io many thoufand difeafed pertons 
fhould be gathered together in one day? Why did 
not the king follow the direétion of the prophet, 
and rather expel them out of Egypt, than condemn 
them to the quarries, as if he rather wanted Jabour- 
ers than to purge his country ? He fays further, 
that the prophet New himfelf in dread of a Divine 
vengeance, and left this prediétion for the king 10 
writing. iow came the prophet not to foreice his 
own deftruétion as well as that of the reft? Why. 
did he nor diffuade the king from the indulgence of 
fo fantaftical a defire? Why that dread upon hin 
of judgments that were not to happen during ns 
life? Or was the mifery he apprehended worle than 
death irfelf? but che moft ridiculous part of the 
ftory remains for comment. 


The king, although he had been informed , of 
thele things, and was terrified at the apprehenfion 
ot them, did not ejeét thele difeated people out of 
his country, but, as Manethon relates, gave them 
thatcity toinhabit, which had belonged to their fore- 
fathers, and was called Avaris, where they m4 e 
choice of the high-prieft of Heliopolis for cheir 80; 
vernor. This priett firft ordained thar they fhoule 
neither worfhip the gods, nor abftain from thofe ant; 
mals that were adored by the Egyptians, butkillan 

eat them; that they fhould affociate with none ae 
r their contederates ; and he bound the miulticude Oy 
and the very {pectacle of their impiery was a ca- oath to the obfervance of theie laws. _ In fine, t ey 


. a : - = . . rine. 
lamity not to becxprefled. The razing, burning, fortihed Avaris, and took up arms againit hee 
: t i 


Themofis had forced away out of 
“° Egypt, with inftru€tions to the deputies to con- 
*¢ {ult upon the common caufe, and invite them 
“ into a league againft Egypt, with a promife to 
*¢ join in the confederacy, and receive them into 
“¢“Avaris, the feat of their anceftors, where they 
** were fure they could want nothing; buc they 
*¢ might fight when they found it convenient, and, 
“ with the utmoft eafe, make themfelves mafters of 
“¢ the province. They were tranifported with joy at 
“¢ this propofal, and immediately drew out to the 
<* number of two hundred thouland men, and fo 
“© marched away to Avaris. 


‘© Amenophis, upon the news of this invafion, 
was in great confulion of mind, as to the prophe- 
tical paper the prieft left behind him; immedi- 
ately called a great council of his princes and peo- 
ple together, and fent away all the beafts that 
paffed tor facred among the LMgyptians, with a 
itri€t order to the priefts to keep all their idols as 
cloie as poffible. He committed his fon Sethon, 
otherwife called Romafies, after his father’s name, 
Rhampfes, a child of five years of age, to the 
care of a particular friend; and fo marched away 
himfelf, at the head of three hundred thoufand 
fighting men, toencounter theenemy. But, upon 
decond thought, and a check of confcience, he 
turned fhort without fighting, and went his way 
to Memphis, where he and his people took fhip- 
ping, and, with Apis, and the reit of their gods, 
*° fed into Ethiopia. The king of the country 
** gave him and his people to generous a reception, 
*¢ that they wanted for nothing the place afforded; 
“© neither provifions or habitations, for their en- 
tertainment and convenicnce, to ferve them the 
whole courte of that fatal thirteen years banifh- 
ment. Thus it fared with the Egyptians in Ethi- 
opia; befide chat they had a guard allowed them 
upon the frontier, for the farety of their king’s 
perfon. 
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*¢ But, in the mean time, the Jerufalem auxiliaries 
made infinitely more ravage in Egypt, than they 
that called them in: for there was nothing they 
ftuck at that was cither inhuman or wicked ; 
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fending to Jerufalem for affiftance, with a promile 
of putting Avaris into their hands; noc doubting 
but from thence, upon a conjunetion, they might 
eafily obtain poffefion of all isgypre. 


In 


He further fays, that they advanced with two 
hundred thoufand men; buctthat Amenophis, king 
of Egypt, becaufe he would not fight againtt the 
gods, took his Hight into Echiopia, and took Apis, 
and other facred animals, along with him. Vhat 
the Jews, afterwards breaking into Egypt, laid their 
towns watte, fired the temples, put their nobility to 
the fword, and committed outrages withour mercy 
or diftinétion. Thar the prieft who dettled their 
polity was a native of Heliopolis, by name Ofarfiph, 
fo called trom their god Oliris,; but that he atter- 
wards affumed the nume of Motes. That Ameno- 
phis fellinto Egypr, out of Kthiopia, with a mighty 
urmament, in the thirteenth year after his expulfion, 
and joining bactle with the thepherds, and the pol- 
luted people, overcame them, flew many of them, 
and puriued the reit as far as the bounds of Syria. 


Manethon did not here reflect that his florics are 
totally unconnected and improbable; for though 
the difeafed people, and the multitude that were 
with them, might deem ir, ac firfl, a hard meafure, 
to be treated with fuch rigour by the king at the in- 
fiance of the propher, yet, when they were freed 


from the flavery of the mines, and allowed a com- i 


modious habitation, they mult certainly have enter- 
tained a more candid opinion of him. Or, admir- 
ting their averfion to have been implacable, they 
would rather have contrived fome fecrec pradlice 
upon his perfon, than involve not only their,coun- 
trymen, but neareft relations, in the calamities of 
aowar. Their contett was with men, not with the 
gods; neither would they act contrary to the laws 
m which they had been craincd up We owe our 
acknowledginents to Manethon, for declaring that 
the ring-leaders of this outrage were none ol thole 
thac came out of Jerufalem, but the very Egyp- 
tians themfelves, and ¢fpecially their prieft, who 
had bound them by oath to thote practices. Llow 
abfurd it isto fuppofe, that, when they found none 
of the relations or friends of the difealed could be 
prevailed upon to revolt, nor bear any part in a 
war, they thould fend to Jerufalem for fuccour ! 
Could it be on the icore of friendfhip or interett 
betwixt them? Certainly not; for, on the contrary, 
they were profeffed enemies, from a total repug- 
nance in manners and cuftoms. 


Mancthon affrras, that they immediately com- 
plied, upon the promile of being put in poffefion 
of Leeypts as it they could be ignerent of the con- 
dition of that country our of which they had been 
driven by foree. Lind they been in a neceflitous 
ftate, they might have undertaken fo hazardous an 
enterprize; but to fuppole that people, living at 
eale, and in a much more fruitful and agrecable 
country than Ingype, fhould incur tuch danger for 
the fake of enemies, and thofe fo nauteoufly dif- 
tempered, argues a degree of folly bordering on 
phrenzy. "They could not forefee the Aight of the 
king at the head of three thoufand men; for thet 
was the number, according to the fabulilt, he 
brought to Pelufium to encounter the revolters. 





He charges alfo upon the army from Jerufalem, 
the teizure of the Egyptians corn and provifions, 
the embezzlement of their ftores, and the commil- 
fion of the moft horrid aéts.. What lefs could be 
expected from an open and declared enemy, efpe- 
cially when the Egyptians had done the fame things 
before, and bound themfelves by oath to continue 
the fame practices ? 

Tn what light fhall we view the ftory of the rout” 
Amenophis gave his enemies, together with rhe 
flaughter and purfuit of them to the borders of Sy- 
ria? Does Egypt lie fo openon all hands ? and would 
not thofe who had the conduét of the war, when 
they were informed he was upon the march, have te- 
cured the avenues out of Ethiopia, and drawn an 
army together to oppofe him? Bur, fays the fabuliit, 
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he followed them over the Jandy defert, and purfued 
the flaughter as faras Syria. 2\ very probable fup- 
polition! to purfue an enemy over a delert hardly 
paflable, and that without any interruption. It is 
evident, even from Manethon’s own account, that 
We neither derived our origin from the Egyptians, 
or ever intermixed with them. As to the difealed 
partof them, it is nor doubted bur that many died 
in the quarries, more in the war, and great num- 
bers in this latt action and flight. But we now pro- 
ceed to examine into the validity of what Manethon 
advances concerning Moles. : 


The Egyptians univerfally acknowledged Moles 
to have been aman of fingulae wifdem and inte- 
grity; and forchat reafon, icivems, they were defi- 
rous of having it chought chat he was of their coun- 
try, and theretore reprefented him as one of the 
prisits of Licliopolis, who was ejected, amongtt the 
rett, as an infecled perfon. It has been demon- 
ilrated, from their chronclogical records, that Mo- 
fes lived five hundred und cighteen years earlier, and 
conducted our torerathers out of Leeypt into the 
country which we now inhabit. “Uhat he was fub- 


Ject to no bodily diflemper is evident from his own 


words 5 for he politively prohibited any lepers from 
being admitted into any towns or villages, enjoined 
them to live apart, and declared, that whofoever 
touched them, or lived under the fame roof with 
them, fhould be reputed unclean. Ele farther or- 
dained, that whotocver fhould be cured of that 
difeafe, and rettored to a former ttate, fhould pats 
certain purifications, wafh with fountain water, 
fhave off the hair, and offer particular fucrifices, 
previous to their reception into the holy city. If 
Moles had been affeéted with this diftemper him- 
felf, he would never have been fo rigidly fevere 
upon others. 


JNor were thefe laws ordained for perfons aMided 
with the leprofy only, but they difqualified any man 
for the facerdotal oflice, who had maim, or corpo- 
real defect. Nay, if any prieft, already initiated, 
fhould have fuch a calamity in future, he was de. 
prived of his function. Can ic then be fuppofed, 
chat if Mofes had been a leper, he would have or. 
dained laws to his own reproach ? 


Nor is there any probability of his changing his 
name from Olarfiph to that of Moles, as there ap- 
pears not che Jeaft affinity between the one and the 
other. Moy, in the Mgyprian language, is water; 
and Moyfes fignifies a perfon who js prelerved our 
of the water.” Upon the whole, it is prefumed, J 
have rendered it evident, that, while Manethon 
followed the ancient records, he was not far wide of 
the truch; but where he is guided by fiction and 
fable, there is no longer any connection or truth in 
his hiitory. 

I fhall now enquire into the merits of Cheremon, 
another lgyptian hiftorian, who juppofes the fame 
names and perfons of Amenophis, and his fon Ra- 
mefics, with Mancthon. fle relates that the god- 
defs {fs appeared to Amenaphis in his fleep, and re- 
prehended_him fevercly for fulfering her temple to 
be demolifhed inthe war. But that Phritiphantes 
a facred {crihe, fugeefted to the king, that if he 
would clear Kgypr of all perfons labouring under 
joul and malignant diftempers, he fhould never 
more be troubled with thofe frightful apparitions. 
hat Amenophis accordingly chofe out two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand of thofe that were thus dil. 
eafed, and caft them out of the countr yy under the 
command of Mofes and Jofeph, two of then umber. 
and holy men. What their names were originally 
igyptian; Mofes being called Tilitles, and Jofeph, 
Peteleph. | “That they found at Pelufium three hun- 
drecl and eighty thoufand, that Amenophis had left 
there, refufing them a paflage into Kgypt. Phat they 


ftruck a league, and joined in an expedition again{t 
the i4gyptians; but thar Amenophis, not being able 
to fuftain their attacks, fled into Vethiopia, leaving 
his wife pregnant behind hin. Fhat fhe lay con. 
cealed in a cavern, and there brought forth a male 
child, whom fhe called Meflenes, who, when he 
was grown to man’s eflate, drove about two hun. 
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- ‘The night coming on, theie poor people beean 
‘to think what to do with thenilelves : they nad 
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* Gres, fet watches and guards, and the next nae 
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dred thoufand of the Jews into Syria, and brought 


} 
back his father Amenophis cuc of Ethiopt ‘hus 
much for the account of Cheremon. 
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‘To invalidate the credit of thete writers, ic will | ee fait, to reconcile theniclves to: the gods 
be only neceftary to coniront them. Lruth and } 
error can never be reconciled, wor can truth be di- 
vided againit itch. When men have recourle to 
fable and fiétion, what they write may be deemed 
‘ancy rather than hittory. Manethon imputes the 
expulfion of the lepers to the defire of Aracnophis 
to jive che gods; Cheremon to the vilion oi ifs. ” ; 
former makes rhe price Amenophis the adviler of 


The writers 
contradict 
each other, 


whom they had onended. “Phe day followine 
there was one ivioles thatadviled chem to cecamp, 
“2°95 


oe iy pastel sp ae ryt rhe y are: 
Sand march on together till they met with better 


oe 


Sacco mmudation; with a charge to do no goud 
Gifices upon the way, nor fo much as to give any 
“ man good counfel chat fhould defire it; and like. 
SS wile to break down all the temples and altars 
© chey found in their march. Thete propofals were 
“no fooner approved, and the refolution taken 
“ chanthe multitude prefently put themlelves upon 
“the march over the wildernels ; and, alter man 
“hardfhins, came at laft into a country that ce 
‘* both culavaced and peopled, They treated the 
“ inhabirants cruelly in the highctt degree, burnt 
“Cand pilleged their temples, came in the end toa 
“ place thar chey now call Judea, and built a city 
“ there by the name of Elierolyla, (according to the 
“ oceahion,) being as much as to fay, the [pail of 
= boly thiizs : but coming afterwards into power 
‘ and mputation, they were alhamed of their own 
‘name, changed Hicrofyia into Hiercfolyma, and 
* called chemielves after their city.” , 





theexpuliion of the difeuap<red peuple out of the 

eed ee “3 : 
king’s dominions , the latter atirms, that it was 
s Lh 


m 





Phiitiphant erce equally cxact With re- 
Jpeét to th as their flores , the former 
computing them at eighty thoulind men, the latter 
at wo hundred and f.ty thousand, Mancthon again 
fends the lepers lirft to the quarries, and after that 
tranfports them to Av: is, whence they apply to che 
Jews for aflithance, and make that the rife of the 
war. Cheremon, on the concrary, afirms, that, be- 
inz driven out ef ieypr, they availed themiclves 
of the three hundred and eighty thoufand men that 
: Felufium, Invade 






















fimenophis had iit: 
and caufed Amenep 
ttrange co obterve | he 
thee men were, nor whence ibey came 5 whether 
they were Fgyptians or foreigners, or why Ameno- 
phis would mot recetve them. After forging the 






re fly into iichiopta. But, 
ves us ne information who Te is here obfervable, chat this laft fabulilt does 


not difcover or mention the fame king with the i: 





dream as the suppoted caute of the expulfion of the 
lepers, he writes that Motes and foleph were expel- 
led together; whereas the Jatter was dead four ge- 
nerations berore the time of Moles, which fpace 
makes almoft one fundied and ieventy years. sko- 


the lepers, and ocher unclean pertons. He tays, that 
the Jews gathered together in multitudes about the 
temples. Mow it is uncertain whether he aleribes 
this appellation to the lepers, or co thole thae were 
fubjeét to fuch dileates ainong the Jews only, tor 


cording to Mancthon, Rameites, the fon cf Ame- 
nophis, Was a young man, afitled his fatherin the 
war, left the country with hia, and fled into izhio- 
pia, By Cherenion’s account, he was born in a 
cave alter the death of his father, in procets oF time 
overcame the Jaws im bale, and drove about two 
hundred thoufand of then: into Syria, 
herence { whatinconfiitency | What the three hun- 
dred and cighty thoufand were, we are as yet Lo 
learn; as we are the manner in which the ccher 
eighty thouland perilhed, whether they fell in bate 
ule, or went over fo Ramelics. But what ts yet more 
exeraordinary, we Cannot gather from Cheremon 
who they were that be calls Jews, of to, which of 
the two parties he applies chit denon ination, whe- 
ther to the rwo hundied and iiley thoufend lepers, 
or to the thrée buddred and eiehty chouland that 
were about Velutium, de would, however, be dots 
of tine vo dwell upon the conrutation of thule wii- 
ters, Who cvidentry Contute themieclves. 


he feems fo ro rettriét it in calling them the people 
of the jews. But why not be explicit, and point 
out whether he means natives or ftrangers? If 
Egyptians, wherefore call chem Tews ? Ir itrangers, 
why nor inform us whence they came ? TF, by com- 
tnand of the king, fo many were drowned, and the 
reft cate our ro deterta, itis extraordinary that there 
{gould he fo great a multitude remaining, which 
fhould pats the wilderneis, pofle!s the country, 
builla city, anc erecta cemmple celebrated through- 
out the world. 


What inco- 


Agzin, how comes it to. pafs chat he mentions 
barely the name of our legiflacor, without a word 
converning his country, his perfon, or his defcent? 
Or withoucaffipniag the reafons for his makingfuch 
extravagant laws in his paflage, ro the difhonour 
both of gods and men? Hither thele exiles were 
ey ptians or not: if they were, they would not fo 
fuddenly have changed the cutloms of their coun- 
try. I! chey were nor, they had certainly manners 
of theirown, which they attained from long habit 
It is likewile to be confidered, that, if they had 
bound themfelves by oath never ro bear goo: will 
towards thole who ejected them, they had a plau- 
ible reafon for fo doing + but for men, in their 
wretched plight, fo wage an implacable war againit 
allmankind, nothing could argue preater folly, of 
even phrenzy, but the atten pt-to impoly lo mone 
Hrous a figtion upon rational end inteligent beings. 
tee has the eirontery to affirm, chara mune imply- 
ing, “robbers of the teniple? was given te the city, 
and thar this nante was afterwards chanoed, Bue 
how was ic thet the very name, whieh at that tine, 
according to his report, was fo pyent a feandal to the 
citys fhould ater wards be necounted the hishett 
honour co its inbablcants 2 Tt feems chac chis male 
volent dealer in ficGion imagined, icneraatly Wl 
eined, that the word ] Herofols ma iy died che lame 
things ia Efebrew as it dich in Creck. Bac where 
fore multiply words ro dete’ ¢ an impotture lo Bie 
rine ly mands, Cleecially ince in is prefamed, that 
the very fice Gf the narrarive bears a tampa the 
thor 2d thall proceed therefore, 1 
2) fo ae complifh my debgn. 





| 

To former tabblos, U fhadb add thote of Lyfina- | 
Chis, Whole iorjeues and inventive FACUILIGS Tar 
exceed thole before ientioncd, aed cemoniinate fy 
rancotous hatred OF Gus nadon, a fis Wolus are 
there: 

“tn the reien of Bocehoris, king of Meype, the 
otis puruieai, dndover ron woth 
that they prefled into the tenples 

Phere dled oteai iis 
Upon Wich there 
: Hocehorts, ta this 

& Uibrets, dent roo Conti: ihe orsele ob Jupiter 
Varner stout the dearth. Vheaniwer was, that 
She dhould parity €he tenes, by fending away 
Coatl ueclea and dioptous perlons out ob therm 
Inta fhe Gerere, and chown thaie chat were ul- 
conted and leproues dorche tan iWely ida hore 
Sora for toal aminabbea ede. which bene doar 
fhe earth fhoutd bring, toy ih runt in, and ha. 
“ture retuin to her come, | Gerchoris, upon this, 
‘Coals libs prictia dad didaers abouc hints and 
with char sdviee, orders the tek people to be 
€6 eathercd fomerhory and atk Weer up bo the tol. 
“ dierit the epers to be wrapped upon bead, and 
oath antothe Sa ahebthy cihers tobe cured tate 
Sabslliere es pated to delliuction. 
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“foul dillenmed: 
to 1y for eh iieesy 
oop phen of cone tous sales 
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fallacvor its 
the following, 






others, but feigns a more modern name, and palling “ 
over the dreain and the Egyptian prophet, brings 
him to Jupiter Ammon, to afk countel concerning 


5 
the ow praevia 
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FLAVIUS FOSEPHUS 


TO 


EPAPHRODITUS 


ON THE 


ANTIQUITIES of the JEWS, 


IN ANSWER TO 


APION. 


AVING, in the former book, moft excel- 
lent Epaphroditus, demonttrared the an- 
tiquity of our nation, and confirmed the 
truth of what L advanced, from the wri- 

tings of the Phoenicinns, Chaldeans, and iigyptians, 
together with chofe of feveral Greek authors, in 
my remarks upon Manethon, Cheremon, and others 
of our enemies, I thal! now direét my attention to 
perfonal opponents, and, in the irl place, to 
Apion, the grammarian, if he may be deemed 
worthy of notice. 


Tis writings contain much the fame accufa- 
tions as thefe with which we bave been charged by 
others, They are contempuibly dull and fcurrious. 
Palpable ignorance, and malevolence calumny, per- 
vide the wholes imomuch chat they befpeak, ac 
once, the author’s want cf judgment, of learning, 
and of canduur. 








Bat, as the frivolous and fuperficial part of man- 
Kind far exceed the confiderate and dilcerning, and 
the liberal delight rather in detraétion than enco- 
mium or characérer, I find myfelf under fome kind 
Of neceffity to detect and expofe the errors of this 
man, who has the arrogance to make himfelf judge 
ia the caufe; and } am particularly induced to the 
undertaking, from confidering that perions, in gene- 
ral, are gratified in Hnding reproach and Icandal re- 
taliaced upon their authors. 


His manner of writing is fo dark and intricate, 
that his meaning frequently cannot eafily be con- 
Celved; and his flories abound with contrad:@tions 
and inconfiftencies. At one time he muifreprefents 

: the circumttance of the departure of our forcta- 
thers out of Egypt, in the iaine manner with thote 
Whom I have already confuted. At another he in- 
veighs againft the Jews of Alexandria, ana then 
breaks forth into “matt outrageous clamours a- 
gamit the rites and ceremonies of our temple and 
Worlhip. 


: Now, although I cannot but think T have al- 
ready abundantly demonttrated, that our forefathers 
2 








were not originally from Egypt, nor thence expelled 
on account of bodily difeates, or any fimilar cala- 
miities, yet I hold it expedient to animadvert parti- 
cularly to what Apion advances in the third book 
of his sgyptian hiftory, where he thus writes, “ [ 
** have heard, from fomeancient men of Egypt, that 
<< Motes was a native of Heliopolis; chat the people 
“ tormerly had their religious meetings in the open 
“air, till Moles, who was well filled in the wor- 
¢ fhip of his country, brought their congregation 
“out of the fields into private houtfes in the city, 
** enjoining the people to addrefs their prayers till 
“towards the fun? Ele adds, “* that, with refpeét 
to the fituation of the place, there were, inftead of 
obelifics, certain pillars advanced upon the figures 
of batons, with engravings upen thems; and the 
fhadow falling upon the bafons, (for all was open 
above,) {tilt as the fun moved, the fhadow moved 
along with it.” 





This was the profeffed opinion of our Sramma- 
rian; to confute which J fhall not cite any authority 
from myflelf, but only advert to the writings of 
Moles. 


vine worfhip, he neither gave orders himlelf for 
any fuch reprefentation to be made, nor ordained 
that thole who came after him fhould make fuch a 
one. When, ina future age, Solomon built his 
temple in Jerufalem, he avoided all fuch fantattical 
decorations as Apion hath here devifed. 


With refpeé to the authority he cites of the old 
men, who informed him that’ Mofes was a native 
of Heliopolis, it feems he was too young to know 
it himiclt, and therefore confulted fome of his co- 
temporarics, who, he fays, were well acquainted 
with him; a fuggeflion pregnant with abfurdity. 
Lhis grammarian could not find out the country 
either of ffomer or Pythagoras, though the latter 
wus in comparifon but of yefterday. Why then fo 
pofitive in the cale of Moles, who lived fo many 
ages before them, and all this upon the credit oF 
his ancient men ? 

Nor 


fes. It is manifeft, from his works, that, when errors of 
he firit ere€led a tabernacle for the purpote of di. Apies. 





FLAVIUS 


or are thefe hiftorians lefs divided as to chrono- 
logical determination of the time when Motes led 
the lepers, the lame, and the blind, out of Egypt. 
According to Manethon, it was in the reign of “Veth- 
mofis, three hundred and ninety-three years before 
Danus Led into Argos. According to Lylima- 
chus, it was in the reign of king Bocchoris, that is 
ene thoufand feven hundred years ago. Molon, and 
jJome others, determined ic as they pleafed. But 
Apion, whe claims more authenticity than all the 
reit, determines it to have been precifely upon the 
firfk year of the feventh oly nypiad; the very year, he 
days, of the building of Carthage. He makes men- 
tion of Carthage asa token that would intallibly 
confirm the truth of hiscomputation, But he was 
not aware that, by this means, he furnifhed argu- 
ments and cvidence againit himfelf, at leaft if my 
credic may be given, inthis cale, to the Phoenician 
records. For we Gnd in them, that Jdiram lived, 
arleafl, an hundred and fifty years before the build- 
ing of Carthage, and that he had a particular friend - 
fhip, and, indeed, veneration, for Solomon, the 
founder of the temple at Jerufalem, and contributed 
materials in abundance towards the perfecting of 
that work. But Solomon, in fine, Jaid the Joun- 
dations of the temple fix hundred and twelve years 
after the Jews came out of Egypr. 


AAs to the number of Jews that were expelled out 
of Egypt, Apion agrees with Lyfimachus, that they 
were an hundred and ten thoufand, Buc the origin 
he gives of the word Sabbath is frivolous and nu- 
gatory beyond expreffion, He fays, that, ** when 
the Jews had travelled a fix days journey, they had 
inflammations about the groin, and that, for this 
caule, they retted thefeventh day, Being fafely ar- 
rived in the country now called Judaca, they gave 
thar day the name of the Sabbath, from the ligyp- 
tian word Sabbarolis, which fignifies the di/fea/e of 
the groin.” Could any thing more abfurd or ‘ridi- 
culous be impofed on the credulity of mankind un- 
der the fanction of hiltory ? An hundred and ten 
thoufand men all labouring under the dame difeate ! 
If they were blind likewile, lame, and languilhing, 
as Apion elfewhere reports them, how could fuch an 
infirm multitude hold out fo much as one day’s 
journey in the defert? Befides, they, were to cut 
their way through all oppofition. ‘he improba- 
bilicy of an hundred and ten thoufand men falling, 
into the fame dileate, at che fame time, mult be unt- 
verfally admitted 5 and as fuch an incident could 
never be according to the ordinary courle of nacure, 
it would be che hehe of folly to impute it to 
chance. Our author had before told us, thac ‘ they 
came to Judaea in fix days57? and again, tha Motes 
aleended a mountain, beewixe Arabia and ay pe, 
called Sinai, was concealed there rorty days; and 
thar, when he came down, he delivered the law to 
the Jews.” } would aik hin if it is pollible tor fuch 
a body Of men to march over fo vatl a defere in 
fix days. and co fubliit forty days in a place chat 
afforded! neither bread or water, 








}fisexplanarion of the origin of che word Sabbath 
is frivedeus co the hil depree of ignorance and ine 
folences fer the Words Sabbo and Sabbath are widely 
different Cronreschother. Phe word Sabbath, in the 
Hebrew language, denotes rey from all forts of work: 
but the word Se aba, as he affirms, denotes the name 
ot the “erpelan difecje. “Vhs is the novel account 
which the May ptian A pion has piven us concerning 
the Jews departure our of Meype, and is nothing 
more than a contrivance Of his own. But why 
(hould we syonder at his mifreprefenting: the origin 
ot our fathers, When he affirms them to have been 
Hpypriaas, when he errs Intenuonally concerning 
hisown? [Efe was born at Oafis, in Meypty bur re- 
nounces the phice of his nativity to be thought an 
Mexandrian, which fhews what an opinion he hac 
of the Hayprians s for that name he pives to all 
Who be would feprefent in an odious lipht,; and 
this is the cwufe tor whieh he takes duch pains to dat. 
poiie his exo aebion, 







Thote that glory in che dimnity of their country, 
dean if pumet of hongur to make good their dite, 


JOSEPHUS 


| 


and maintain the rights and privile 


Boox I, 
ges belonging to 


it. This is the cale of the Egyptians with reipedt 
tous. Kither they claim country and kindred with 
us to agprandizethemfelves, or to involve us intheir 
own inramy. But Apion feems to vent his fplene. 
tic paffion again{t us merely to gratify the Alexan- 
drians for the privilege they allowed him of being a 
fellow citizen with them, apprized of the illawill 
the Alexandrians bear thole chat are in reality their 
tellow citizens; and yet, tho” he pretended to expo! 
only one fort of Jews, the poifon of his detraétion 
extended to the whole race. 


Let us now attend to the abominable crimes which 
Apion charges with fo much rancour upon the Afex- 
andrian Jews. “t ‘hey came (he fays) out of Syria 
and inhabited the fpot along the fea coatt ara place 
within the wath of the tide ; but there is no port at 
hand fora veffel to ride in.”? Was not Apion highly 
cenfurable for reproaching a country he fo much gio- 
ried in (how vainly and falfely, however) as the place 
of his nativity? For thac quarter is a dependency 
upon Alexandria, and univerfally reputed a mott 
commodious habitation. If the Jews took it by 
force, and fo maintained it againit all oppolition, 
the more it redounds to their honour. 


But, to be candid and ingenuous. It was Alexan- ,. 
der the Great that put the Jews in poffeffion of that 


place, and granted them the fame freedoms and im- 


munities with the Macedonians themtelves. 





Nor 


can I devife what Apion would have faid, had their 
refidence been allotted them at Necropolis, inflead 
of that royal city, and their tribes been called Ma- 


cedonians to this day 


If Apion had read the epit- 


tles of king Alexander, of Ptolemy, the fon of 
Luagus, and the succeeding kings of Egypr, the in- 
{criptions which the mighty Ca:far cauled to be en- 
Graven upon the pillar ar Alexandria, in memory or 
the privileges by him granted to the Jews; had he, 
Ifay, known thefe records, he muft have been lott 
to all fenfe of fhame, thus to have perverted truth, 
and oppoted the conviction of his own mind. 


When he affects furprize at the Jews being called 
Alexandrians, it is a proof of the greatelt igno- 
Is ir not notorious that all co- 
lonies take their names from the firft founders? 
Need we feek for foreign inftances, when we have 
fo many near home ?. ‘he Jews of Antioch we call 
Antiochians, becaufe Seleucus, che founder of the 
city, vellect them with the privileges belonging there: 
unto. Tn like manner the Jews of Ephefus are 
called Hphefians , and thofe of Ionia, Jonians; © 
which right they ftand encitled by the fucceflive pri- 
vileges oF Former grants. “Uhis is a favour which 
the Roman ftare hath vouchfafed not only to partl- 
cular perfons, but to whole provinces and mations; 
for theancient Lberians, “Tutcans, and Sabines, are 


rance or prejudice. 


now caled Romans. 


obtaining the privilege of a citizen of Alexam 


If Apion rejects this ay of 


" a, 


let him renounce the title of an Alexandrian, For 
what pretence hachany man, according to his maxis 
who was born in the inland pare of Lgypr, to 
himtelfan Alexandrian, and elpecially an Ligyptas 
thole beings the people of the whole world to whom 
the mallers of it, the Romans, refute this, pre, 
lege? Buc anenvious hiltorian, being, deprived ot 
tile to this advantage, vents his fpleen at thole who 
are in rightful poflefiion of it. 


In the erecling of this city, Alexander mace ufe at 


the afliftance and fervice of the Jews 5 noc for pee 
of inen, but in teflimony and approbation of els 


want 


fidelity, and with adefien to thew thear honour anu 
relpeét. Mor, as Lleeativus biys, ( Alexander” 
“houred the Jews to fuch a degree, chat, fool 


c 
ce 
c 


valour and alle iance 


planted Cyrene, and o¢her cities of yb, wit 


people. 


Srindiee(romreribute.” Peoaleary, the lon ol 
ached i che fame manner, with refpect to thate, 
who dwelt at Alexanderits for he entrulted the 
treHes of Mepy pt in their hanas, in confidence of 


’ 


‘ cquity and fidelity, which they pave pproat Oh 
he permitted them to hold the country of San 


“Pags 
Jews 


aod for his berter lecuritss 
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Ix 


Prolemy Philadelphus fucceeded Prolemy, the fon 
of Lagus, who not only jet thole of our nation 
tree, bucremitzed chem feveral duties ; and, what is 
more extraordinary, had fo great a defire of being 
inttructed in our laws and cuttoms, and in the facred 
feriptures, that he requelted interpreters might be 
dent him tor his better information. For the more 
dpeedy advancement of the work, the care of it was 
committed to Demetrius Phalerus, Andreas, and 
srifteus. Demetrius was one of the molt learned 
men of theage; the other two were officers of rank, 
and belonged to his body guards. Can it now be 
reafonably fuppoled, that this princecould have had 
fuch a veneration tor the Jewilh laws and cuftoms, 
and for the ptecy and wildom of our forefathers, 
without a degree of affection and regard for the pro- 
feffors of thole Jaws and cuftoms? Apion mult be 
lictle verfed in that hittory, if he did not know that 
moit of che kings of thele Macedonians, whem he 
pretends to have been his progenitors, were well 
affeCled towards the Jewifh nation. 


The third Ptolemy, called Energetes, when he 
got potteffion of all Syria by torce, did nor offer 
thankigiving for his victory to the gods of the 
Iigyptians, but dacriliced, and returned thanks, to 
the Almighty God of the univerle, in the temple of 
Jerufalem, atter the manner of the Jews. 


Prolemy Philometer, and his queen Cleopatra, 
commiteed the charge of the whole government to 
Onias and Doritheus, who were both Jews. Apicn 
treats them with ridicule; bue he ought rather to 
admire cheir actions, andown his acknowledgement 
for the preferving that Alexandria of which he pre- 
tended to be a citizen: for when Egypt was up in 
rebellion, and upon the brink of being irrecover- 
ably loit, thele two Jews interpoled, and reduced 
the revolrers to former obedience. Apion fays, that 
Onias, foon ater this, entered the place with a {mall 
army, in the prefence of Vhermus, the Roman am- 
baflador. In this trice manner he recounts an ex- 
ploit worthy of being celebrated by a much more 
candid and able hitlorian. 


Upon the death of Prolemy Philometer, Ptolemy 
Phyicon, his brother, marched out of Cyrene, anc 
would haveejected Cleopatra, and her fons, outoft the 
kingdom, that he might obtain it unjuftly for him- 
felt. For this caute Onias undertcok the defence of 
Cleopatra; nor would he delere che cruft the royal 
family had repofed in him now they were in difkre!s. 
Never was there a more remarkable demontlration 
of the Divine power and juftice than upon this oc- 
caflon, When Piolemy Phyfeon had prepared for 
action with Onias, he caufed all the Jews in Alexan- 
dria, men, women, and children, ro be expoted naked, 
and ta bonds, co the elephants, to be trampled co 
Geath ; nay, the bealts were made drunk to inflame 
their vury. But the event proved contrary to his ex- 
poclacion ; jor the elephants left the Jews, who were 
expeled to them, turned their rage another way, 
sell violently on the friends of Phyfcon, and de- 
‘troyed a Great number of them. At che fame time 
an horrid ipectre appeared co Ptolemy, with a me- 
nacing precaution cto leave off perfecuting the Jews. 

dis favourite concubine (by name called Ithaca, by 
others Hirene) Joining her office of mediation, he 
Aotonly complied wich her requelt, but repented of 
what he had already done, or intended to do. ‘his 
82 circumftance jo notorious, that the Jews of 
Mlexandria keep, to thisday, an anniverfary teftival, 
4) Commemoration of their deliverance. Yet fuch is 
the inveteracy of Apion, that common detractor, 

the Jews tor joining in this war 








that he reproaches 
' againit Phytcon, whereas he fhould have extolled it 
#8 a moit laudable aélion. ; 


Bat the partial and perverfe principles of Apion 
molt Hagrantly appear in the inftance of Cleopa- 
tra, the Jaft queen of Alexandria; for he applauds 
that molt infamous woman for her ingratitude to- 
noes the Jews ; whereas he oughe co have repro- 
ae a for every fpecies oF injuftice and wicked- 
dent ore refpeét to her neareft relations, the ten- 
t of hufbands, the Romans in general, and her 

Mperial benefaétors in Particular. Did fhe nor 
No. 4o. 


ANSWER 
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caule her fifter Arfinoc to be put to death in the 
temple without a crime? Her brother to be raken, 
olf by treachery ? Did fhe noc rifle the temples of 
the gods of her country, and the iepulchres of her 
progenitors ? Wid fhe not receive her kingdom as a 
bounty from the hand of the firft Caefar, and after- 
wards rebel againit his adopted fon and fucceflor ? 
Did not her feducing wiles render Anthony a traitor 
to his country and his triends ? 


Belides thefe inftances of her ingratitude, inhu- 
manity, and avarice, ] might enlarge on the infa- 
mous dilpofition fhe evinced at the naval battle of 
Adium, where fhe abandoned even her beloved An- 
thony himlelf, who had been father of many chil- 
dren by her, and compelled him to refign his army 
and his honor to follow her into Mgypr. In fine, [ 
might add to_all this, char, upon Cachir’s taking 
Alexandria, fhe was fired to fuch a degree of rage, 
that the valued herielt upon the teore of a mercilels 
barbarity, and declared the would have elteemed it 
fome compentation tor the lols of che town, if the 
could have pucall che Jews thae were in ic to death 
with her own hand. (Lf Cleopatra, according to 
Apion’s reproof, refuled corn to the Jews in atime 
of famine, why docs he charge chat upon us as a 
diigrace, which in effect redounds to our honour ? 
However, fhe at length met wich the punifhment fhe 
delerved. 


But we can appeal for our own juftification to 
Cazlar himielf, to the public decrees of the Roman 
fenate, and to the teltimonials of Auguitus Calar 
in his epifles. Thefe, in general, bear witnels of the 
true allegiance we have ever paid the empire, and 
particularly in the war againtt the Leyptians. 


Apion, if he would have done us right, fhould 
have examined thefe authorities, and particularly 
the opinion that Alexander, all the Prolemies, and 
the moft iluttrious of the Roman empcrors, enter- 
tained of the Jewifh nation. If Germanicus could 
not fupply all the inhabitants of Alexandria with 
corn, this can only prove that there was a dearth, 
and by no means tends to the accufation of the Jews, 
The good affection of the emperor towards the 
Alexandrian Jews was never called in queftion, nor 
were they denied wheat any more than their neigh. 
bours ; but, on the contrary, found credit upon all 
occaficns, as in the command of the river, and other 
confiderable paffes : and they were trufted, in fine, 
in all places and matters of moment, beyond all 
others, 


A\pion brings another objection, and demands, if 
the Jews be citizens of Alexandria, why do they 
not worfhip the fame gods with the reft of their fel- 
low citizens ? J reply by putting unother quere. 
W hy do the egyprians wrangle and maintain an im- 
placable enmity to each other concerning diverfity 
of opinion, or matters of religion ? Shall we, on thar 
account, pronounce that you are not Egyptians ? 
Or fhall we doubr, on the other hand, whether you 
arg, in truth, men or not? For you take pains to nur- 
ture animals, and then render them the objects of 
your worfhip. Now if you are thus divided amongit 
yourfelves, why fhould you wonder that the Jews 
of Alexandria, whocame fromanother country, and 
had original laws of their own, thould perfevere in 
the oblervance of them ? 


Moreover Apion charges us with being the au- 
thors of fedition. If the imputation holds good 
againft the Alexandrian Jews, why not againi€ the 
Jews in general? for wherever difperfed, we are 
known to be of one mind. Whoever looks minutely 
into che caufes of thefe turbulent revolutions, will 
find that they were occaGoned by men of fimilar 
principles with Apion himfelf; for, as long as the 
Grecks and Macedonians were in pofteffion of this 
city, the Jews had the free exercife of their reli- 
gion, and the people lived in peace and happinefs ; 
bur as the number of the Egyptians increaled the 
times, 1n proportion, grew more and more trouble. 
fome. The Jews, however, continued the fame 
throughout all changes; while the others, having 
neither the conftancy of the Macedonians, nor the 
prudence of the Greeks, ftirred up thete ‘commo. 
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tions, perfifted in their evil practices, and retained 
their former averfions to our people. The Pere: 
tians, therefore, gave rife to all the differences that 
prevailed; though we are charged with thole very 
errors and mifdemeanors of which our acculers 
appear to have been fo palpably guilry. 


Apion is likewifedifpofed to vilify us as ftrangers, 
though poffeffed to all purpoles of the rights of 
citizens; yet our adverfaries claim that privilege 
without the Jeatk colour or pretence. We do nct 
read, jn ancient hiftory, any more than in modern, 
that any prince, or any emperor, ever granted fuch 
privileges to the Egyptians. The firtt that intro- 
duced us to aright co that claim was Alexander 
the Great, and the grant has been enlarged by other 
kings ; and fince that, all the privileges have been 
continued, and confirmed, to us by the Romans. 


Apion further takes occafion to pafs a heavy cen- 
fure upon us for not fetting up images and ftatues 
in honour of the emperors, as if they could noc 
have judged of this matter, or ttood in need of his 
defence.  Inftead of arraigning our conduét, he 
fhould have celebrated the magnanimity and can- 
dour of the Romans, in allowing their fubjeéts the 
freeciom of our religion, without extorting from 
them fuch honours as they could not conicientioufly 
pay them, and accepting fuch tokens of retpeét as 
they could with propriety render. It is the good- 
will that ftamps the obligation, and fets a value upon 
the benefit, without the intervention either of ne- 
ceffity or violence. It may be urged, perhaps, that, 
as it is a common praétice both with the Greeks and 
other nations, to hold the images of their relatives, 
friends, and formetimes their very fervants, in high 
efteem, it argues confummiate pride in thole who 
withhold thar deference from their lords and 
matters. Yo this reply, with refpect to ourtelves, 
that we pay implicit deference to our venerable ie- 
giflacor, who has pofitively forbidden us the ule 
of all images, and of any creature whatever, whe- 
ther animate or inanimate. He did not lay this in- 
junction with any view of derogating from the dig- 
nity of the Roman empire, but he would by no 
means fuffer any corporeal image, or reprelentation, 
to be made of an invifible and incomprehenfible 
Deity. Weare not, however, forbidden from pay- 
ing reverence to great and good men in due fubor- 
dination to the one Supreme Being, as in the cale of 
the emperor and people ot Rome, tor whofe welfare 
and pro{perity we offer daily facrifices at the public 
charge, and this we do for noother perfon whatever. 
Let this fuffice for anlwer in general to Apion as to 
what he urges with relation to the Jews of Alex- 
andria. 


I cannot but admire the confidence of Pondorius 
and Apollonius Molon, who furnifhed Apion with 
his materials, and charge us with not worfhipping 
the fame gods as others worfhip, nor think them- 
ielves guilty of impiety, in fpreading fcurrilous re- 
ports, even to the ridiculing and prophaning our 
very temple. Lalfity is of all vices one of the 
moit unmanly, bur more efpecially fo where the 
fuandal falls upon a temple celebrated through-~ 
out the world for the exemplary dolemnity of its 
devotion. 


Apion affirms that, in this holy place, the Jews 
had the golden head of an als, of immenfe value, and 
that they worthipped this head asa deity; that che 
Image was depotited in the treafury, there found, and 
carried away, by Antiochus Epiphanes, upon the 
rifling of that facred place. ‘Vo this I reply, that, 
fuppoting the itory to have been true, it became 
notan Egyptian to reproach us with ic; for an afs 
is Not a more contemptible animal than a goat, or 
other beaits which they adore. [t is ftrange thar 
.\pion could not perecive this to be a palpable lic, 
and the very extreme of contradiction and abfurdity. 
Tlave we nor, irom time to time, retained the fame 
laws and culloms, without variation? Though Je- 
rufalem has fhared the fate of other cities, and re- 
peatediy fallen into the hands of enemies, as Theos, 
Pompey the Great, Licinius Craffus, and ar latt 
Vitus Ceclar, and our temple has been thus taken, 







JOSEPHUS ag 


yet nething bearing fuch refemblance was ever 
found, nor any thing contrary to rules of the 
ftrictett piety. 


Antiochus Epiphanes is chargeable with the 
higheft degree of perfidy and facrilege in pillaging 
the temple. Ele did not obtain poffeffion of jag 
an avowed enemy, but as a pretended friend, and 4 
traitor to his allies. His principle was avarice 
which he gratified as a common plunderer. We 
have, however, the teftimonials of many refpectable 
writers, that there was nothing found, upon the 
rifling, torender the party, orthe caufe, ludicrous, as 
was fallacioufly reprefented. Amongft others I may 
enumerate Polybius, of Magalopolis; Strabo. oF 
Cappadocia; Nicolaus, of Damaicus; Timagenes. « 
Caitor, the chronologer; and Apollodorus: who * 
allagree that Antiochus, through neceffity, violated 
his league with the Jews,-and fpoiled their temple or 
a vaft mats of gold and filver. If Apion was nor 
as obdurate and fenfelefs as the animals which the 
Egyptians worfhip, he would have taken thofe cir. 
cumftances into confideration, and not contended 
for fuch palpable fictions. We have not that vene. 
ration for our affes which the Egyptians have for 
their alps and crocodiles, when they efteem fuch as 
are {tung by the former, or bitten by the latter 
happy perions in being tranflated to the gods. Affes 
are to us the fame as they are to other confiderare 
men, creatures to bear our burdens; but if they 
tpoil our corn, or become refra¢tory, we chattile 
them with ftripes. But this Apion was fo frivolous 
in his inventions, and fo defective in his defcriptions, 
that he could never obtain fufficient credit with the 
world to do us effential injury. : 


There is another malicious tale which he borrows 
from the Greeks in order to reproach us. Of this 
we need only obferve, that they are little acquainted 
with divine fubjeéts, who are not fenfible chat it is 
lefs impious to pats through temples, than to calt 
aJperfions upon thofe that minifter in facred things. 
But it was evidently their defign to palliate the fa- 
crilege and perfidy of a prince, by imputing his 
actions to neceffity, rather than do juttice co truth, 
to our nation, and our temple. 





Ms Apion writes that ** Antiochus found, upon en- Aft. 
«, tering the temple, a man lying upon a bed, with «! 
(, ttable before him, fet out with all the delicacies #3 
* that either fea or land could afford. This man 2. 
was fo furprized at the encounter, that looking 
upon Antiochus as his good angel, and one that 
came to refcue him, he threw himfelf at his feet, 
and, ina pofture of adoration, implored his at- 
fiftanee. The king bade him fpeak freely, tell 
him who he was, what he did there, and finally 
what was the meaning of the table’s being thus 
ferour. The man, upen this, burtt into tears, and 
proceeded to aniwer: Tama Greek, and, wan- 
dering up and down in quett of the means of 
fubfiltence, was taken up by fome foreigners, 
brought to this place, and fhut up, with pofitive 
orders not to fuffer mortal to approach me. 
was pleated, at firit, with entertainment fo unex- 
pected; but fulpicion arifing in procefs of time, 
L enguired of my keepers into the caute of this ¢x- 
traordinary treatment. They gave me to under- 
itand, that the Jews had a cuitom among them, 
once a year, upon a certain day prefixed, to leie 
upon a Grecian Itranger, and when they had kept 
him fattening one whole year, to take him into4 
wood, and offer him up for a facrifice according 
to their own form, taking a talte of his bload, 
with an horrid oath to live and die fworn enemics 
to the Greeks, after which they caft the remain- 
der of the milerable carcafe into a ditch. The 
man added, that his time was nearly expired, and 
adjured him, by the veneration he had ne 
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- Grecian gods, to deliver him from the fate he a? 
prehended at the hands of the Jews.” 


This tragical invention was carried to the highs! 
pitch of extravagance, but not fo far as to exempt 
Antiochus trom the imputation of perfidy and fact 
lege, as thofe who endeavour to vindicate him woul’ 


infinuate. For it was net on account of the aaa 
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that he entered the temple, but he found him there 
without any foreknowledge of the matter, fo that 
the iniquity of his defiznis maniieit, nor can it be 
raftifed upon any principle of equity, or reafon. 
‘Now the difference is much greater berwixtour laws | 
and chofe of the Egyptians, and feveral other na- 
tions, than betwixt us and the Greeks. | Where is 
the country through which, in the courfe of time, 
people of all religions do not pats >. And how comes 
it to pafs thac this fantaltical barbarity fhould be 
exercifed only upon the Greeks ? How 1s it pollible 
that all the Jews thould join in thele facrifices, and 
that the entrails of one man fhoukl fuffice for fo 
many thoufands to ratte? How comes it that we 
have not the name of this perfecuced Greek, and 
that Antiochus did not fend him back in {tate to his 
own country, which would have given him the re- 
putation of a patriotic prince, and formed a power- 
tul party againit the Jews? 


But as the vulgar and fuperfictal part of mankind 
are not to be wrought upon by argument, J thall 
have recourte to the demonftrative evidence of fact. 
No man ever faw our temple, but can witnels that 
ic was fo con{tructed as to preferve every thing in pu- 
rity and perfection. It had four partitions, encom- 
paficd with cloifters, ‘Lhe firtt divifion was open 
to all, even foreigners, without referve ,; Jews and 
their wives (if clean and purified) were admicted 
into the fecond; and male Jews, purified in like 
manner, into the third. The fourch was only for 
the priefts in their facerdotal habits ; and none but 
the high-prieft, in the robes peculiar to his dignity, 
was toenter the holy fanctuary. Nay, fo {triet and 
punctual are they ia cheir adherence to form and de- 
corum, that the very prietts chemfelves could noc 
have admittance but at certain hours. 


Upon opening the temple in the morning, the 
priclts, who were to officiate, attended, and 10 at 
noon, upon fhuttingicup. There were in the tem- 
ple an altar, a cable, a cenfer, and a candlettick, 
according to the direétion of the law; nor was it 
legal to carry any other vefiel into it. ‘There was 
no fafling, nor any myileries carried on, butinthe | 
face of the whole congregation ; and tuch method 
was oblerved, chat, though there were four tribes 
of priefts, and in every tribe upwards of five thou- 
fand perfons, they togk their curns of atrendance 
upon certain fer days, and that in due regular fuc- 
ceffion, Mceting about noon all together inthe rem- | 
ple, they delivered up their refpective trufts one to | 
another; fome difcharging themfelves of the keys, | 
Gthers of the vetitls; wichout any thing relating to | 

| 
| 
| 
| 

































food or drink eing carried into that facred place: 
for itis not lawful to afer any thing uponour altars, 
but what is provided tor facrifice. Bue what avaiis 
Laredogmatical aflertions, without confidering whe- 
ther it be Founded on truths or not?) What can re- 
Geet sreater difgrace upon any man that fets up for 
wn hiforian or a lover of letters? Befides, itis far- 
ther obiervable, that, while Apion puts forth his 
investives azaintt us without any foundation, on the 
one hand, he fuppreffes known faéts on the other. 
Mhe rancy of his Greek prifoner, his luxurious en- 
tertainment, and the people paffing through the | 





icmipie as a thoroughfare, are evidently the contri- 
vance of malice propente, to feduce thofe who will 
not be at the pains of inveftigating truth. 


Apion, led by a vein of fidtion, enumerates Fable 
upon table, to render us, if poffible, more and more 
odious ; and his inventive faculty fuggefted the 
tollowing tory: “* While the Jews and Idumseans 
, Were engaged in a long and obftinate war, there 

came a man over to the Jews, out of fome city of 
; tdumeea, where they worfhipped Apollo. ‘this | 
_ man, whofe name was Zabidus, promifed to pur 
«Pollo, the god of Dora, into their hands, if they 
- could but get the Jews to gather all together into 
« ie templein a body. Zabidus, upon this, con- i 
« Hlved a certain machine of boards, and convey- j 
ing himfel¢ into it, fet three rows of lights upon | 
it, which appeared, at a diftance, like 2cometon ! 
the ground. This appearance fo furprized the | 
; Jews, that they gazed at it afar off, without {peal:- | 
ingaword. Zabidus, inthe mean time, flipped | 
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“ into the temple, and, without any difficulty, feized 
“© the afs’s golden head, and carricd it away to 
“Dora.” “This ridiculous fiction proves the au- 
thor more ftupid than che animal; for he writes of 
places tharexiftonly in his imagination; nor does he 
know where Idumaea lies, or that there is any fuch 
city in itas Dora. There ts, indeed, a place of that 
name in Phoonicia, not far from mount Carmel, but 
this is four days journey from Judaa. 

He is to be juftified in condemning us for not 
worfhipping the gods of ocher nations, if, as he 
fays, our foretathers were fo credulous as to beHeve 
that Apollo would come to them in the form of a 
comet. Tt was rather excraordinary that che Jews 
thould not know a lamp, or acorch, when they faw 
it, from atlar, when they had fo many ac their fetti- 
vals. And it was lietle lefs miraculous that Zabi- 
dus fhould gee clear off, with the als’s head, through 
fo many thoulands of people, and that there fhould 
be no guards to ftop his progrefs, even ina time of 
War, 

The very circumftances of the tale prove its fal- 
lacy. How the temple gates, fixcy cubits in heighth, 
and twenty in breadth, plated over, and no tewer 
than two hundred men required to fhut them every 
day, could be managed by one lingle man, is fub- 
mitted to the determination of common fenfe. It 
remains, upon the whole, a queftion whether Zabi- 
dus broughe the head back again, or gave it to 
Apion to be laid in the cemple, that Antiochus, 
fading it, might give rife to another ftory. 


Apion is equally fale refpeing the oath, when 
he declares that the Jews do folemnly fwear by the 
maker of heaven, earth, and the feas, to bear no 
good-will to any foreigners, and more efpecially to 








the Greeks. If this falfifiecr had faid to none of the 
legyptians, he would have been more confiltent with 


himielf; at leatt if our predeceNors were driven out 
of L’gypr not for their ill-conduét, but the calami- 
ties under which they laboured. ‘he Greeks and 
Jews were fo remote in point of fituation, that there 
was not the leat colour for envy or jealouly beewixe 
them. On the contrary, many of them came over 
to our religion: fome perlitted in it, others receded 
tromit; but, for this pretended oath, no man ever 
heard it, nor was ic any thing more or lefs than a 
project of Apion. 


This fabulift adduces, as an argument againik 
the juitice of our laws, our manner of worlhip, and 
the truth of our holy religion, that we are under the 
burden of fervicude and oppreffion; and that our 
city, free and powerful as ir might have been, is no 
better than tributary tothe Romans. But where are 
the people now that are able to contend with them ? 
Who but Apion would realonin this abfurd manner? 
Government and fubje@ion fuccced by turns. ‘Lhe 
jugyptians are the only nation that pretend to an im- 
munity from all tervices to any of the monarchs of 
Afia and Hurope, which they ground on the ftrange 
gods having fied into their country, and fecured 
themielves by being changed into the fhapes of wild 
beafts. Whereas thefe Egyptians are the very peo- 
ple that appear to have never, in all patt ages, 
enjoyed one day of freedom, either at home or 
abroad. Burt I will not reproach them, by relating 
the manner in which the Perfians ufed them, not 
once, but many times, when they laid their cities 
wafle, demolifhed their temples, deftroyed their 
ido] deities, and vilified their worfhip: for it is not 
feemly to imitate the example of Apion, who turned 
into cenfure the misfortunes of the Athenians and 
the f.acedemonians; though there never wasabraver 
people than the latter, ora people of more exemp- 
Jary piety than the former. Yet neither the piety 
of the one, or the courage of the other, was 
lufficient to fecure them againt{t the chances of war 
and the common fate of flates and kingdoms.” 


When we reflect on the miferable difafters thar 
have attended the bef of kings, and Particularly 
Crocfus, the laying of the towerof Athens, the ten- 
ples at Mphefus and Delphi, and feveral other mag- 
nificent buildings in athes, the diferace in fuch 12. 
jlances refts not in the fuflerers, but the actors of 
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thefe tragical devaftations. Butouraccufer Apion 
has difcovered a new mode of crimination, forgetful 
of the miferies of his own people the Egyptians. 
Je feems to have been blinded by Sefoftris, once a 
celebrated king of Egypt. 


Wre will not boaft of our kings David and Solo- 
mon, though many nations were conquered by their 
victorious arms, but rather confine ourfelves to the 
cafe in point. Were not the Egyptians at firft flaves 
to the Perfians, with other princes of Afia, and {fo 
to the Macedonians, when they were lords of Afia, 
while we lived ina ftace of freedom, with the com- 
mand of all the neighbouring cities, for the {pace 
of an hundred and twenty_years, that is to fay, to 
the time of Pompey the Great? At Jength, when 
the Romans had conquered all the other kings with 
whom they had to do, our anceftors were the only 
people they treated as friends and allies, on account 
of their fidelity and valour. Apion, however, af- 
fees ignorance of thele faéts, though they are ob- 
vious to all the world belides. 


Weare further traduced, by this malevolent wri- 
ter, for an ob{fcure, ignorant people. The Jews, he 
affirms, haveamongft them no eminent men for their 
knowledge of the arts and {ciences, or of politics, or 
the government of ftates, fuch as Socrates, Zeno, 
Cleanthes, and the like. He does not forget to in- 
fert himfelf in the lift of celebrated perfons, but 
pronounces Alexandria happy in the honour of hav- 
ing Apion foracitizen. He was the propereft man 
to be his own eulogift, as other people maintained 
adefpicable opinion of him, from the general depra- 
vity of his manners; fo that Alexandria is rather to 
be pitied than envied, for valuing itfelf upon fuch 
a fupporter. As to the pointincompetition between 
the two nations, which {hould have the preference 
tor men of learning and abilities, the reader is re- 
ferred to our antiquities for his fatisfacticn. As to 
the other part of the {candal that remains unan{wer- 
ed, we cannot do better than refer him to his own 
contradictions, wherein he accufes him#elf and other 
Egyptians. 

He feems to take great offence at our facrificing 
ordinary beafts, the icruple we make of eating 
fwine’s Hefh, andturnstheceremony of circumcifion 
into abfolute mockery. As for the flaughter of 
tame animals for facrifice, we do itin common with 
all other men; and as to our facrifices, he difcovers 
himfelf, before he is aware, to be an Egyptian in 
fpeaking againft them; for a Greek, ora Macedo- 
nian, that makes profeffion of offering whole heca- 
tombs to their gods without any difficulty, would 
never havedi{covered averfion to this practice. They 
alfo make ufe of thele facrifices for featting, with- 
out any danger of dettroying the {pecies of thole 
animals, as Apion feems toapprehend. But if man- 
kind in general followed the Egyptians, the world 
would want men, and fwarm with the wildeft of the 
brute creation, which are the objects of their aco- 
ration. 

Tf the queflion was put to Apion, what clafs 
of the Egyptians he efleems as the moft wife and 
pious men, his aniwer would undoubtedly be the 
priefts,; for they have thete two precepts tranf{mit~ 
ted down to them trom their firft kings, to worfhip 
to the ftudy of 
wildom. ‘his they protefs to do, they are all cir- 
cumciled, abftain from fwine’s Aeth, and join with 
no other clafs of Egyptians in their facrifices. Apion 
therefore deviates drom his purpofe, when, initead 
of gratifying the Egyptians with invectives againft 


us, be advances a direct accufation again{t thofe |} 


he pretended to fayour, in charging them with the 
fame ceremonies for which he blames others; and 
likewile advifing and encouraging circumcifion in 
others, as we have it upon the credit of Herodotus. 
It feems that Apion was juflly punifhed for cafting 
fuch reproaches on the laws of his country ; for it 
fo fell out, thar, through the prevalence of adileafe, ° 
he was under a neceffity of being circumciled. The 
wound purifying, a cancer enfued, which carried 
him off in great torment. ‘This fhould ferve as a 
warning to thote, who, regardleis of the duties 
both of religious and focial lie, profticute their 
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! time and talents to the bafe purpofes of envy and 
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detraction. This was the cale of Apion; he apof. 
tatized from the laws of his own country, and mif 
reprefented thofe of ours: and thus concludes out 
difcourle concerning him. - ue 


But fince Apollonius Molon, Lyfimachus, and », 
feveral others, have caft difhonourable reflettion 
on Mofes, our excellent legiflator, afperfing ee 
vilifying his character as an impoftor and magician : 
and reprefenting his laws as injurious to focier ; 
partly through ignorance, but chiefly through en! 
mity to our nation, I fhall endeavour, witha I pol. 
fible brevity and precifion, to treat on the conftitu. 
tion of our government, and its feveral particular 
branches. l apprehend it will thence be rendered 
evident, that there never was fuch a code of lays 
framed, for the common good of mankind, as tho'e 
of Motes; for the advancement of piety, jut 
tice, charity, indultry, the regulation of fociety 
patience, and perieverance in well doing to the very: : 
contempt of death itfeli. I have therefore only to 
requeft the candour and impartiality of the reader 
as I folemnly declare my defign is not to write an 
encomium upon our nation, but to affert the caute 
of truth and jutftice, againft the efforts of calumny 
and detraction. 


Apollonius does not vent his fpleen like Apion, in 
a continued fucceffion of accufations, but varies as 
to time and mode of afperfing us. At one time he 
reproaches us as Atheifts and Mifanthropes, at ano- 
ther’ he upbraids us as cowards, at another he 
charges us with temerity and fool-hardinels, and re- 
prefents us as ignorant and favage as the wilde 
barbarians, declaring that the Jews never invented 
any thing for the benefit or improvement of man- 
kind. ‘lo confute thefé malevolent fuggeftions, it 
will be neceffary to examine the contticution of our 
laws, and the conformity of our lives to thofe pre. 
cepts. If, in the courfe of this undertaking, I fhould 
be compelled to make mention of the laws and po- 
licy of other nations, it is to be imputed to thofe 
who have provoked us to an opprobrious compa- 
rifon, and rendered the reproach we caft upon them 
necefiary to our own defence. 


There are in the cafe under prefent confideration ;. 
two efiential points: Firft, the tendency of our laws; 
and fecondly, the degree in which we obierve them. 
To fuch as deny the tormer, we are ready to produce 
an abftrac&t of thofe laws; thofe who call in quel- 
tion the latter, will be referred to demonttrative 
evidence. 


It is an incontrovertible maxim, that the firt 
founders of Jaws tor the eftablifament of difeipline 
and good order in fociety, are to be preferred to 
thofe who live without any form or method at all; 
for they appeal to antiquity, and deem it a greater 
honour to teach others what they ought to do, than 
barely to imitate what they {ée done before them. 
‘This pofition being admitted, the excellency of @ 
legiNator is apparent from his providing fuch laws 
as may tend to promote the intereft of the commi- 
nity, from a conviction that they are as reafonable 
as beneficial, fo that the people firmly adhere to tt 
obfervance of them, both in a profperous and ad- 
verle flare. 


The antiquity of our legiflator gives him an un- 
doubted right to precedence ; for Lycurgus, Solon, 
and Faleucus, of Locris, with the reft of the laws 
givers held in fuch efteem amongft_ the Greeks, 
jeem but of yefterday, when compared with Mofes. 
The very name of law was not yet fo much as heat 
of; and Homer is witnefs to the truth of this obter- 
vation, for that term cannot be found throughout 
his poems. The people in thofe days were not eo 
verned by written precepts, but by the abfolute wl" 
and pleafure of kings; and fo it continued for a tons 
time by authoritative orders and provifions, occa 
fionally made and iffued. Our legiflator, havin 
this claim of priority admitted by his very Oe 
acquitted himfelf to general admiration, 1° al oe 
offices of adminiftration and council: firit, in Hh she 
pofing fuch a body of laws as might a ee all & 


contingencies of human life, and afterwards ne 
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taining a moft cordial reception of them by the 
people, and their folemn declaration of obeying 
and maintaining them. But let his works {peak for 


him. 


When our forefathers, to the number of many 
thoutands, marched out of the land of egypt, into 
the country appointed for them by Divine Provi- 
dence, through a barren fandy defere, without wa- 
rer, and had feveral encounters with the enemy by 
Mofesan = che way, in defence of themfelves, their wives, an 
egeltect | children, they were guided through thele almoft in- 
+ Ee ane fupersble diditculties by our vigilant legiflator, who 

fello:. maintained che character of a valiant general, a pru- 

= dent counfellor, and a common protector. He was 
aman of fuch exemplary moderation, that, though 
he held the people in implicit obedience to his in- 
junétions, he never availed himfelt of his autho- 
rity to promote his private advantage; but, on the 
contrary, where other men tyrannized, and indulged 
a general licentioufnels, he obferved the rules of 
i. piety and virtue, and, by hisexample, encouraged 
ies the multitude to fuch a conduct as proved their beft 


fecurity againft all accidents. 


Moles looked up to the only All-wife Being as 
oracie and guide; and being perfuaded that he could 
noc err, fo long as he committed himfelf to the care 
of Divine Providence, chought it his duty to im- 
print that belief on the minds of the multitude; for 
nothing jo effectually checks us in the progrels of 
vice as i due conicioufnefs of the Divine Omnipo- 
tence. From this charaéter of our legiflator, it is 
evident that he was nora feducer or a magician, as 
he is raltely reprefented ; but fuch a one as Minos, 
and others after him, were reputed among the 

, Greeks; fome afcribing the origin of their laws to 
" jupiter, others to Apollo, or the oracle at Delphi. 
But whether thefe men thoughe they were thus de- 
rived, or were defirous of impofing fuch a belief in 
the people, I pretend not to determine. But the 
origin and excellency of thefe laws will beft appear 
by placing them ina comparative point of view, 
which is the next thing to which we fhall attend. 


Several nations have their feveral forms of go- 
vernment, and their diverfities of Jaws. Some go- 
vernments are committed to a fingle perfon, others 
a tothe people. Our legiflator had no regard to any 
Ys of thefe forms, but ordained a government, that, 
by aftrainedexpreffion, may be termed a Theocracy, 
or {oly Commonwealth, in afcribing all authority 
se and power to God, and perfuading the people to re- 
: gard him as the author of all the good things that 

were enjoyed either in common by all mankind, or 
by each individual in particular. ‘Io him he di- 
rects us to fly for fuccour in ourdiftreffes, as he hears 
MMefs de. OWN prayers, and fearches into the very fecrets of our 
faite: se hearts. He inculcates the doctrines of one God, 
eins the uncreated, immutable, and eternal Being, infi- 
‘wbibes;, Titely Biorlous, and incomprehenfible one, further 
: than what we know of him by his works. 





























. This is what may be derived, in fome meafure, 
Oysion of from the wifeft of che Greek philofophers, who, 
«trom the light of nature, unanimoufly agrce on the 
tonpruity of thefe principles to the majesty and ex- 
cellence of God ; as forinftance, Pythagoras, Anax- 
agoras, and Plato; and che ftoics, chat fucceeded 
them, were of the fame fentiments, and had the fame 
nouons of the nature of the Divine Being. But the 
Multitude being aétuated by a violent and fuperfli- 
tous eles again thefe opinions, the philofo- 


pher durit not venture too far in promoting them. 


‘: pale ane legiflator was the only man that lived as 
Hee EtG both co the facistaion of the prefent 
: nies ane to the eftablifhing and confirming pofte- 
hid ee truths which he delivered, governing 
ue by this conttane rule, to make the public 
i ve i ie Brand end of all his laws. He pointed out, 
eri ie youn of the Divine Being was but the 
Otiek papers Bood man's duty ; annexing to it the 
aie Pa uch ats relipnacion, temperance, jultice, 
ieee ane interchange of food offices towards 
en omuch that all his precepts and ordi- 
Jaces Neat to the advancement of piety, and of 
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courfe to the honour and glory of God; this being 
the main objeét he had in view. 


There are two ways of attaining to a degree Of aye me. 
excellence in religion and morality; the_one is by thods of in 
inttrudtion in words, the other by practical exer- *4ion, 
ciles. Now law-givers, in general, commonly at- 
tended to one part, and neglected the other. As 
for example, the people of oF acederion and Crete 
taught by practical exercifes, withourc rule and pre- 
cept; while the Athenians, and moit of the Greeks, 
had prefcribed laws for every thing, though they 
fell fhort in the practice. 


But our legiflator wifely connected chefe two me- 
thods of inftruction; for he neither left thele prac- 

tical exerciles to go on without verbal inktruction, 

nor did he permit the hearing of the law to proceec 
without the exerciles for practice. Tle begins with 

the fubject of meats and diet, what we may be al- 

lowed to eat, and what not, and with whom, and 
enjoins al] people in general to the observance of 

that method and order. He takes the fame care with 

re{pect to a regulation in matters of Jabour and reit, 

to the end that no man may be ignorant of his duty; 

for what the law enjoins us is the digtare and com- 

mand of our mafter, and it punifhes only wilful of- 
fenders, To leave us wholly without excule, in 

cale of tranipreffing any of thele facred laws, we The Jew: 
hear them read over, ponte, twice, or oftener, per. Irequently 
haps ;) butare pofitively commanded (all other work bv dhe 
or bufinels apart) to meet conttantly once a week in WY ede 
full congregation, expretsly to atterid the reading of ©” 

the law, and learning it exactly, which was never 
practiled by any other law-giver, Indeed, the 

Sreatelt part of mankind are fo far from living in 
conformity to their own Jaws, that they do not {o 

much as underftand what they are, bur, in commic- 

ting a fault, they enquire of others what law they 

have violared. ‘This is the cafe even amongit men 

of the firft rank, who are not, athamed tacitly to 

confeis their ignorance in taking men learned in 

the law to their counfel and affiftance: but our peo- 

ple are as well acquainted with their laws as their 

own names, having been trained up in them from 

earlieft infancy, till they are imprinted in their 

minds: our tranfgreffions therefore are but few, 

and thofe who do offend cannot poffibly etcape 
punifhment. 


This is the foundation of that admirable agrec- phe ynant 
ment of mind which prevails amongtt us. We have mnity of the 
all of us the fame notions concerning the Divine Je 
Being, the fame forms of difcipline and worthip, the 
fame way of life, and the fame rule of manners.’ Ic 
is not with us as with others, who entertain various 
opinions concerning one and the fame God; and 
this is the cafe not only with the common People, 
but the very philofophers themfelves, Some of them 
have denied many _ of his attributes, others his fu- 
Pecans providence, upon an impious fugeel- 
tion that all men are equal, and that all things are 
incommon, We affirm, on the contrary, that God Pitty the 
fees and difpofcs all things, Nay, our wives, chil. sont” 
dren, and fervants, are all inftructed, that our ac. ; 
tions, in general, fhould be direéted to the honour 
and fervice of God. 


_ This has given rife to a refle€ion pon our na- 
tion, as having produced no men eminent for polire 
literature, as we continually purfue the fame dull 
plodding path; whereas men of genius and fpecula- 
tion value themfelves upon improvenient and inno- 
vation. While others think it meritorious to devyi- 
ate from every thing delivered down by their fore. rhe tmmua 
fathers, we, on the contrary, deem it the greatelt jy- Ubility ot 
ftance of wifdom and virtue, to acinit of 10 adtiong (he Jeviln 
or principles that are repugnant. to our original ane 
Jaws: antiquity, with us, is the infallible mark of a 
Good and well founded ttatute, which nejther time 
or argument will ever be able to deftroy,  Befides 
as we firmly believe thofe laws to be of Divine in. 
flitution, we have only to preferve them facred and 
inviolate. Who fhall dare to offer at the removal 
of thofe foundations which have been Jaid by the 
hand of the Almighty?) Who can amend fo Divine 
afyftem, by poner the molt beneficial proyi- 
fions, fromthe Paice other Bovernments, to thecode 
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of his commonwealth? Can any conftitution be 
more firm or juft than that of which the King of 
kings is king ? 


As for the priefts, they are qualified, in common, 
for feveral fpecial fervices; and the high-prieft is 
veited with power and fuperiority above all the reft. 
They are not promoted, by the legiflator, to that 
dignity forambition, wealth, or any corrupt influ- 
ence, but for the fignal teftimony they have given 
of their piety, remperance, and wifdom; and to 
them is committed the care of religion, and the 
peculiar functions of divine worfhip. They ferve 
alfo as judges in controverfies betwixt man and 
man, and have a power to punifh thole who are 
guiley of mifdemeanors. 


What form of government can be more facred 
and venerable than this? Or what greater honour 
can we dothe Almighty, than to {pend our lives in 
a daily attendance upon his fervice, and under the 
infpection of priefts who fee that all things are per- 
formed with due order and reverence ? We ieem 
to celebrate a perpetual feftival ; and whereas fo- 
reigners difcover a laffitude, in a few days attend- 
ance on their myfteries, we are:as firm, chearful, 
and vigorous, in the di{charge of our religious du- 
ties at this time, as we were many ages fince, upon 
their frit infticution. 


Among other known precepts of our religion we 
are taught, in the firft place, that God is allin all, 
pertect, felf-fufficient, and {fupplying all other be- 
Ings; the beginning, middle, and end of all things. 
He is glorious in all his works, and tremendous in 
his power and greatnefs,; bur, at the fame time, fo 
incomprehenfible, that ic is not for the tongue of 
man to expreis, nor the heart to conceive, any re- 
femblance of the Divine Majetty. He is,-in fine, 
incomparable in all his exccllencies and attributes, 
infinitely beyond art and imitation ; io that it is 
impoffible to fee or imagine any thing like him; 
for, being a Spirit, he is invifible. 


But we are allowed to read the great Invifible 
Being in his works; as in the light, the heavens, 
the carth, the fun, che moon, the ftars, the rivers, 
the fea, feveral forts of animals, and various kinds 
of plants. Thefe things hath the Creator formed, 
not with hands, not by labour, nor as wanting the 
affiftance of any to co-operate with him. But as it 
was his Divine will they fhould be made, and be 
made good alfo, they were made, and became good 
immediately. This is the Almighty Sovereign 
whom we are all bound to love and adore in the 
ftudy and exercile of virtue, which is the only way 
to pleate him. 


Ass there is but one God, and one world in com- 
mon to all mankind, it holds the analogy, that 
there fhould be but one temple ; for likeneds is the 
con{tant foundation of agreement. This temple 
ought to be common to all men, becaufe he is the 
common God of all men. 


Fiis priefts are to be continually about his wor- 
fhip, over whom the fenior is to be perpetual ruler. 
His bufinets is to offer facrifices to God, affifted by 
thofe who are joined with him ; to fee that the laws 
are obierved , to determine controverfies ; and to 
punifh thofe who are convicted of injuftice. Such 
as do not fubmit to him, fhall be fubject to the fame 
punifhment as if he had been guilty of the greareft 
impiety. 


In eating what has been offered in facrifice, we 
mull avoid extending the liberty toa degree of glut- 
tony and excefs; for that Being, who delights in fo- 
briety and temperance, can never be pleated with 
luxury and profufion. 


The prieft begins his office with prayers for the 
general good of mankind, and after that to every 
man for himielf, as a part of the whole; being well 
aflured, that nothing is more acceptable in the fight 
of God, than mutual charity, tendernefs, and for- 
bearance among mankind. 


’ 
When we offer up our prayers to Almighty God, 
we are not to petition for wealth, honour, and the 
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good things of this world, for thefe are bleffings 
which he is pleafed to beftow in common upon man- 
Kind; but our prayers mutt be for grace to make 4 
right ufe of what we have. 


The law hath prefcribed us certain formal puri- >: 
fications, under kinds of limitations and rettriGions 2!" 
too many and too tedious to be enumerated and fp ye) 
cified. This is the doctrine concerning God and 
his worfhip, and what the law enjoins for our at. 
tention and practice. 





In point of marriage, the law approves no other o;-,< 
juncticn of the fexes than that upon fuch Principles a 
which nature hath appointed; not from regard to 
intereft, or the gratification of inordinate paffions 
but for the procreation of children, and that with 
the confent of parents. The very attempt of an 
unnatural crime is punifhed with death. 


‘The law further ordains, that the woman fhall be. 
fubject, in all things, to her hufband, which mutt 
noc be taken tor a diipenfation to abule her, buta 
provifion for the maintenance of decency and good “ 
order; for God hath given the authority to the hut. 
band. The woman is to have no carnal knowledge 
of any other man, upon pain of death without 
mercy ; and he that abutes a betrothed virgin in 
curs the fame penalty. It is the fame alfo in cafe of 
corrupting a married woman, or a mother of chil- 
dren. Our law is no lefs fevere upon thofe women 
who either conceal their children when they are 
brought into the world, or otherwife deftroy them, 
Purification is tobe ufed after intercourfe’ of the 
fexes; tor which purpofe water is to be provided for 
the Bretenyeuan of a becoming decency and clean- 

inets. 


The law does not permit us to make fumptuous 
feftivals at the births of our children, and thereby 
afford opportunity of drinking to excefs, but or- 
dains that the earlicft period of our education fhould 22% 
be direéted to the purpotes of fubriety. We ares. 
alfo enjoined to bring up our children to a general 
knowledge of things, but more efpecially of law 
and hiftory; the one to furnifh chem with a perfect 
acquaintance with their duty to God and man, and 
the other with great examples, to incite them to the 
imitation ot noble actions. 





Care has alfo been taken of the decent burial of ;, 
the dead, but without extravagant pomp in funeral 
folemnities, or fumptuous monuments. The law 
ordains that the neareft relatives fhould perform the 
obfequies; and that thofe who pafs by when any one 
is conveying to the placeof interment, fhould attend 
the funeral, and join the lamentation. It alfo or- 
dains that the houfe, and its inhabitants, fhould be 
purified after the funeral is over. Every one 3s 
directed not to deceive themfelves with the imagi- 
nation of being excufed by purification, if he hath 
been once guilty of murder. 


hi 
Weare enjoined reverence to parents next to God : 
himfelf,; and the law appoints ungrateful and dil- 
obedient children to be ftoned to death. The 
younger are commanded to pay refpeét to their 
elders, as God was before all things. Secrecy 
among fricnds is prohibited, as friendfhip implies 
an entire confidence without any referve. Nay 
where shen iaip is diffolved, we muft not be fale 
to a former truft. 


The judge who takes a bribe is to be punifhed 
with death, for countenancing the guilty, and op 
prefiing the innocent. Te that dilregards the Ft 
tition of an indigent perion, when he is able to re 
lieve him, is held guilty. No one is to touch ie 
property of another. He that lends money mu 
not demand ulury. Thefe, and many others of 
like kind, are the rules by which we are united 10 
the bonds of fociety one with another. 


It may be worthy of our pains to enquire into o : 
equity our Iegiflator would have us exercile in oe j 
intercourfe with ftrangers,; whence it will appa 
that he hath not been wanting in any thing eat 
tend to the public good, cither by keeping us be 
roour laws, or communicating the benefit of a 
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to others; who may be difpoied to cultivate a ie 
ledge of them. He receives, with open arms, all who 
come over to us, of every nation indifferently, pro- 
vided they agree in the fame common principles of 
lite and manners. ‘hole who come by accident, 
and without intent to join us, are not fuffered to 
intermix with us in our jolemnities. But we are ob- 
liged to render them our beit offices in many in- 
itances: as for example, if they fhould want wa- 
ter, fire, wood, or the like, we are commanded co 
fupply them; to fetany of them right who are out 
of their way; and to give the dead, a decent burial. 
‘Lhefe are dates of humanity, and abftracted from 
the peculiar laws of our religion. 


He prefcribes rules of moderation to be obferved 
towards enemies, co prevent the dreadful extremi- | 
tics of Are and iword.. His charity extends to the 
eafing of prifoners, and efpecially women; nor 
would he fuffer dead bodies, chat fell in battle, to 
be ttripped. 

Such was his regard for the cultivation of tender 
principles amoung men, cthat-be recommended them 
even to beaits, in allowing us no other power over 
theni than for lawful and neceffary ules. Domettic 
creatures, brought up tame in our houles, are to be 
fpared , nor, in other cafes, are the dams and the 
young to be deftroyed together. Bealls of labour 
and commion ule, are likewile to be forborne, though 
in Jjome refpeéls mifchievous. 


e laws of 


Vhus hath our admirable law-giver contrived, by 
every means, to teach us an equitable conduct, by, 
fuch ftatutes as forcibly tend to that excellent pur- 
pofe; while, at rhe fame time, he hath ordained that 
tranfgreflors fhall be punifhed with the urmott ri- 
gour. In capital offences the punifhment is no lefs 
than death: for inftance, in murder, adultery, rapes, 
and unnatural pradélices: nor are any conditions, 
bond or free, exempt trom the penalty. 


We have our laws concerning weights and mea- 
fures, and all forts of trauds in buying and felling, 
taking away another man’s goods, or appropriating 
to ourfelves what is not our own. Offenders of 
this kind are punifhed with much more feverity un- 
der our laws than thofe of other nations. 


Blafphemy, or any a&t of indignity towards the 
Majefly of heaven, together with contumacious be- 
haviour towards parents, incur the penalty of im- 
, mediate death upon the very {pot where committed. 
But the reward of conforming to cthefe laws is not 
Sold, filver, imperial crowns, or precious {tones, 
bur the teftimony of a geod confeience, with the 
aflurance of future blils, founded not only on the 
prediction of the legiflator, but the promile of in- 
fallible truch. In this confidence, therefore, they 
look upon death only as the blefTed means of tran{- 
porting them from this life toa better. This is 
evident from many occurrences in the hiftory of our 
anceftors, particularly the refolution with which 
they have undergone the moft excruciating tor- 
tures, rather than let tall one word tothe difhonour 
or their profeffion. Suppofing now the Jews were 
a people never heard of upon the face of the earth, 
and there were no witneffes to the vencration we 
have conftantly paid to our laws, what opinion 
would the Jews form, if an account was related to 
~ + them of a people, in fome imaginary unknown land, 
who had itood frm fo many ages to the religion, 
laws, and cuftoms of their predeceffors 2? Would 
they not deem it matter of admiration, efpecially 
thote that are fo fickle and changeable themfelves ? 


FASO SEARS BR 


a 





Modern writers, on the fubject of political Zo- 
vernment, are mich centured, for having advanced 
many abiurd and improbable ftories. Plato him- 

- deli, the very oracle of the Greeks, and a man in 
fingular efteem for his piety, wildom, and virtue, as 
well as the excellency of his philofophy, is expofed 
to contemptand ridicule by arrogant pretenders, for 
his wild notions of government, as they term them; 
while thote who perufe his writings with attention 
and candour, will find them confonant both with 
fesion and nature. Plaro himfelf ingenuoufly con- 
ielles, that “* it is nor fate tora wife man to publifh 
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“his notions concerning the Deity amongft the ig- 
*“norant multitude.” Yet fome affirm that Plato 
wrices ike aman of vanity and licence. 


TO 


Lycurgus was a man eminent as a finifhed legi- 
flaror; and the Spartans were commended for hay- 
ing continued in the firm oblervance of his laws for 
a tong fpace of time. From thence it is inferred, 
that it is conieffedly a mark of virtue to fubmit to 
laws. Buc then let thofe who admire and applaud 
this conilancy in the Spartans remember, that cheir 
continuance in point of duration bears no compa- 
rilun cto that of ours. Let them. alfo remember, 
that, though che Spartans maintained exact obedi- 
ence co their laws while they enjoyed their liberty, 
yet, When tortune abandoned them, they fel off, and 
abandoned their laws. 


But itcannot befaid of us, that, underall che vicif- 
ficudes or tortune which happened co _us in Alia, 
where we were driven to the lait extremiry, we ever 
departed from the laws and cuftoms of our fore- 
rathers. Nor can it be objected co us, that we ever 
coniulted either our cafe or cur pleafure when call- 
ed upon to maintain them, Whoever compares the 
conditions of both parties, will find the labour and 
difficulties of the Jews tar exceed thote of the Spar- 
tans; for they were expoied to no fervile offices, but 
Jived in their city at cafe, in the enjoyment of re- 
pole and plenty. Notwirhitanding thefe advan- 
tages, they went over to their enemies in frequent 
dclertions, and, contrary to law, duty, and the com- 
mon obligations of citizens and foldiers, tamely de- 
livered themilelves up with their arms. I cannot 
recollect more than one or two of our people that 
ever betrayed their cauie through fear of death. I 
mean not the death of a foldier {word in hand, and 
in the ficld of battle, but a death of exquifite cru- 
elty and torment, acalamity to which many of our 
nation have beenexpoted ; not, Lapprehend, through 
hatred, bue to try the experiment of fo heroic a 
conttancy; and to try if there were fuch men in the 
wuld, as wouldendure theacuteft pains, rather than 
be guilty’of any one word or aétion derogatory to 
the dignity of hee laws. 





Nor in this refolution in the Jews above all other 
nations matter of furprize; for our ordinary mode 
of living would be a kind of feverity to any other 
fort of people; I mean with refpeét to the fatigue of 
Jabour, hard fare, days of abftinence, coarte cloath- 
ing, hard lodging, and thelike. Thefe people, in 
the fucceiles of a military life, would not brook the 
forbearance of meats prohibiced, and many others 
of the fevereit reftriétions. Whereas it is our glory 
to refign ourlelves, with unchangeablecontftancy, to 
the obedience of the laws of our country. Let the 
partizans of Lyfimachus and Molon, and other fri- 
volous cceniors and perverters of youthful minds, 
perfilt in their reproach and detraétion, while we are 
conicious of dilcharging our duty to God, our 
country, and ourlelves. 


It is our cuflom to keep firm in the obfervance of 
our own Jaws, but not to traduce thofe of others. 
Nay our legiflator hath exprefsly forbidden us to 
offer the leait indignity or contempt to the reputed 
gods of other nations, and this he did from a reve- 
rence to the very name of a Deity. But we cannot 
remain altogether filent, where it is both fo eafy and 
neceffary to confute the affertions of our opponents, 
and where, in truth, the work is done by other au 
thoritics ready to our hands. he moft admired 
among the Grecks for wifdom, have heartily exclaim- 
ed again{ft the moft celebrated of their poets, andef- 
pecially their law-givers, for poifoning the minds of 
the common people with the impious doétrine of a 
plurality of gods, advancing the account to what 
number they thought fit, and deriving their origin 
from what age and country they pleate. Nay, they 
allot them their proper ftations and places like other 
creatures; for they have their fubterrancous fods 
and their maritime gods; and the eldeft of the race. 
or family, they keep upin chains in the infernal re- 
gions. With refpeét to their celeftial Bods, they give 
Jupiter the name of Father; but reprefent him, in 

a¢tion, 
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action, as atyrant; infomuch that his wife, his bro- 
ther, and the daughter of his own brain, entered 
inte aconfpiracy, according to the fiction, to deftroy 
him, as he himfelf had ferved his father. 


This was the light in which all wife men held 
thofé fabulous deities ; the idea being fo ludicrous, 
thar they could not entertain it without fcorn and 
derifion. Some of their gods they reprefented as 
itriplings, others in the prime of their youth and 
(trength, and others as feniors, with long beards. 
‘They have their gods, or patrons, of mechanical arts 
or trades, as {miths, weavers, harpers, archers, and 
foon. They have their feuds and factions among 
themfelves, and take part with mortals againft one 
another. They receive wounds in the conteft, grieve 
and pine away under the anguifh of them. Nay, 
thefe pretended gods and goddeffes go farther ftill, 
even to the horrid licence of amours and embraces, 
indifferently with men and women. "What was the 
cafe of their Jupiter himfelf, the father and prince 
of the whole train of gods? After feducing many 
goddeffes, he fuffers them to be kept insprifon, or 
drowned in the fea. He is himfelf fo bound by fate, 
that he cannot fave his own offspring, nor can he 
bear their deaths without fhedding tears. 


What a train of lewd practices, and worfe confe- 
guences, in probability yet remained. Open viola- 
tion of the laws of decency not only committed 
but Bpplauded by the gods! If their fovereign, te 
piter htmfelf, could not refift the wiles of an harlot, 
what are we to expect from the paffions and weak- 
neffes of interior deities ? What fhall we fay, again, 
of gods affuming the forms of fhepherds and ma- 
fons, and being made clofe prifoners in the infernal 
regions ? Can any man, endowed with common rea- 
fon, but reprobate the inventors, the encouragers, 
and believers of thefe blafphemous ftories? In fome 
cafes they make gods of their paffions, as fear, mad - 


nefs, and the like, and then worfhip them in the | 


wortt of forms; fo that there can be nothing fo fcan- 
dalous among{t men, but it may be introduced in 
the character of one of their gods; nor is it fuf- 
ficient to deter the people from facrificing to the 
better fort of thefe monfters. They look upon their 
gods as the authors of good and evil, and confe- 
quently as their friends or their enemies, in propor- 
tion to the one or the other. Upon this confidera- 
tion they deal with their deities as with the wileft of 
men, they worfhip and make them prefents for fear 
they fhould do them injury. 


But it deferves our enquiry how mankind came to 
lay under fo many defperate and dangerous miftakes 
concerning the Deity. I fuppofe it to have been de- 
rived from the imperfect knowledge the heathen 
legiflators had, from the beginning, of the Divine 
nature; or elfe from the want of communicating to 
the world the notions they had of things, as matters 
of little moment, perhaps, in their opinion, and fo 
fuffered the poets and orators to introduce their own 
gods, and by this means confounded their fyftem 
of politics with idle tales of uncouth deities, and 
itrange wortfhip. 


The ftatuaries and painters of Greece contributed 
in a great meafure to this abufe, by the liberty they 
took of reprefenting their gods _in what fhape and 
figure the artift thought meet. They had their va- 
riety in point of matter as well as form; fome work- 
ing in plaifter, others in Fold and ivory; fome in 

culpture, and others in colours ; and the laft piece, 
for the fake of novelty, was reputed the beft. As the 
old gods fell off, and went out of fafhion, they were 
infenfibly fucceeded by new; and, upon the failure 
of one religion, another ftarted up. It was fo with 
temples, as one was laid in rubbifh, another was 
raifed out of the ruins of it, according to the fancy 


of the age; whereas the true worfhip of the Al-°: 


mighty ought to be as unchangeable as his own 
nature. 


Apollonius Molon was puerile, weak, and fu- 
perficial in his underftanding; but thofe among the 
Greeks, who deferve the name of philofophers, are 
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- ftrangers; but preferve their government in jts*** 


. the gods of the 
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no ftrangers to the truth of what I have delivered 

and entertain the fame exalted ideas of the Deity 7, 
that we do, and with as hearty a contempt of the fe 
abfurd fables of their countrymen. Whence it wag fic: 
that Plato would fuffer no poets in his common. 
wealth; nay, he difmiffed even Homer himfelf, tho « 
with ali the honours of a poet laureat, lett tables! 
fhould deftroy right notions of the Deity, 







This great man of all others comes neareft to the 
example of Mofes, in the model of his common. »,,,.. 
wealth, where he cbeee all his fubjects to ftud ie 
their laws, get them by heart, and not intermix with chase 






original purity, and pay ftri& obedience to their or. 
dinances and decrees. Apollonius Molon did nor 
confider this, when he preferred his accufation a. 
gainft che Jews, for not joining and communicating 
with men of different perfuafions ; as if, in thatin. 
ftance, we were fingular; whereas all people (ge. 
nerally fpeaking) do the fame thing; the Greeks 
themfelves, and the moft difcreet men amongft 
them too. 

The Lacedzemonians would admit no ftrangers atts 
among them; nor fo much as fuffer their citizens to ne" 
travel abroad, left they fhould contraét fuch habits ziz:2 
as might tend to a diffolution of their laws. Per-"* 
haps there may be caufe tocenfure this rigid feverity, 
in debarring ftrangers the common privileges of 
fociety and commerce. But fo far are we from this 
uncharitable reftri€tion, that, though we do notin- 
terfere with the concerns of others, we are ready 
to entertain profelytes, and_ receive thofe who are 
difpofed to join with us, which muft be acknow- 
ledged a certain indication of humanity. 








The Athenians, on the other hand, contrary to 
the cuftom of the Lacedazmonians, make it their ™* 
glory to give admittance to all ftrangers; but of this jis 

fuppofe, Apollonius was ignorant, ‘They are fo teyic 
zealous for the honour of their gods, that it was 
made capital to let fall fo much as one irreverent 
word upon the fubject. On what account was So- 
crates put to death? Not for betraying thecommon- 
wealth, or burning their temples; not for treafonor 
facrilege;, but for framing new oaths, by the direc- 
tion, as he fuggefted, of a certain demon. Whether p, 
he was in jeft or earneft is not known to this day; 
but for this he was tried, condemned, and put tof 
death by poifon. He was alfo charged with propa- 5; 
gating falfe doctrines, and endeavouring to fupplant a= 
the religion and laws of his country. This was the ™** 
cafe of Socrates, a citizen of Athens. 






As another inftance of their rigour, Anaxagoras, 
the Clazomenian, was puttodeath, foraffirming that 
the fun, which the Athenians thought to be a god, 
was a ballof fire. A talent reward was offered by 
pees to any man that would bring in the 

ead of Diagoras, of Melos, for ridiculing the myt- 
teries of their religion. They would have proceed- 
ed in like manner with Protagoras, if he had not 
made his efcapein duetime. His pretended crime 
was the writing of a traét, wherein he delivered 
himfelf ambiguoufly of the gods of the Athenians. 
But why fhould we wonder at their treating men 
with this feverity, when the women themfelves were 
not fpared ? For inftance, they put a prieflefs to 
death, upon an an accufation of worfhipping flrange 
gods. It was made death alfo for any man to 1n- 
troduce a foreign religion. What therefore can be 
more evident, than that, fo far as thefe laws were in 
force, the people could have no faith in other gods. 
Befides, if they had, they would never have deprives 
themfelves of the comfort and benefit of their 
fayour. — 


The Scythians themfelves, though the moft bare ghee 
barous and brutal people upon the face of the earth, 5% 
were fo fcrupulous of preferving the myfteries © 
their profeffion, that they flew Anacharfis, a m2n 0. 
eminent parts, only for fpeaking too reverently 0 
reeks. We read likewile, that 
many amongft the Perfians fuffered death upon te 
fame account. Apollonius Molon was attached © 


hat 


the laws and cuftoms of the Perfians, and one hel 4 
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held them in admiration, as well as the Greeks, for 
their firmnets and agreement 10 the matter of wor- 
ihip, as exemplified inthe burning of their tem- 
ples. Molon had not only a good opinion of their 
cuttoms, but, in fome depree, umitited thent in the 
extravagant liberties he cook with other mens wives, 
and the cruclties he exercited towards their childrens 
barbarities that are declared death by our laws, 
though committed upon any of the brute creation. 


Such is the veneration we have for the oblervance 
of thefe laws, thac neither power, profit, fear, or 
any other confideration, can divert, or deter us from 
the contciencious dilcharge of our dury. Nor have 
we exerted ourlelves in military exploits from mo- 
tives of ambition or avarice, but for the tupport 
and maintenance of our lawful rights. We have 
{ubmaitted co every kind of outrage with paticnceand 
refignation ; but we feel moft fenlibly for every vio- 
lation of our laws, and are thereby rendered daring 
and obllinate co the Jatt degree. Whac reafon can 
we have for defiring vo imitate che cuitoms of other 
nations, which we fee abandoned by their very 
founders? Why do noc the Spartans abandon their 
inhoipitalicy, as wellas cheir contempt of matri- 
mony? And the people of Elis and “Vhebes their 
abominable propentities ? “Lhe molt fhametul prac- 
tices Senerally prevailed among the Grecks through 
connivance; and they afcribed to their very gods the 
gratification of che molt criminal paffions. 


What fhall be faid of thofe legiflators who have 
been more affiduous in deviling means for the ef- 
cupe or malefaclors, than for bringing them fo con- 
din punifhment, compounding fora fine in cafes 
or adultery, and atoning for debauchery by mar- 
riage? It would be endlefs to recount the tempta- 
uians to fwerve from the rules of piety and virtue, 
that are thrown out to the unwary by thefe compo- 
ficions, even to the total fubverfion of their laws, 


But nothing of this kind is permitted amongit us; 
tor, though we bedeprived of our wealth, our cities, 
and every thing we hold mott dear, our laws conti- 
nues inviolate, and inimutably the fame. Now if 
this be our difpolition towards our laws, and thar 
from their intrinfic value, let ourenenies make this 
confeffion, that they are moit excellent. If they 
deny us this requifition, we demand of them where- 
fore they neglect the oblervance of their own laws, 
which they elteem fo far fuperior to ours ? 


‘Lime is the fureft touchf{tone in all human cales; 
nor 1s there a more convincing proof of rhe good- 
nets of a law than the antiquity of it, We there- 
tore calt our caule upon that iflue for the honour of 
our legiMator, and of the laws chenilelves with reeard 
ty God’s holy worfhip, Ie will be granted us that 
Moles was the firll legiflator for many ages, and 
that as our laws had their origin thence, 10 they 
were followed and imitated, more or lets, by all 
other nations. “That the generality of the ancient 
Greeks had, in appearance, their own peculiar 
laws, Ladmut;, but their philofophers held the fame 
socdons of the Detry with us, and inculeated the 
fume doétrines of tte and manners. 


Such is the reputation we have held in che world 
for our religion and politics, chat chere is hardly an 
nation, cher Greek or barbarian, thar does not aét 
in jome conformity to our example, either in the 
oblervance of our feventh day’s fabbath, the ule of 
lamps, the celebration of fafts, or abftinence from 
certain meats; as allo in matters of humanity, 
charitableagreement in fociery, indefatigable labour 
and indullry, and an invincible conftancy in fuffer- 
ny, for the truth. In fome of thele particular in- 
itunces they feverally imitate us. 
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But the matter of greateft admiration is, that our 
laws havenobaitsof pleatureto allure men, butpre- 
vail through their own force, and feem to pervade 
the human mind as the Almighty pervades the uni- 
verfe. Thoie who look into their own country, or 
their own families, will bear teilimony to my afler-, 
tion, Can there be any propriety then in the idea of 
changing our old laws tor new ones? If not, let the 
reproach ceafe. We are notadtuated by a malevo- 
lent and envious principle, buc a veneration we 
have for the memory of our prophet, and in full 
perfuafion of his divine authority. If we were nor 
fully convinced of the intrinfic excellence of our 
laws, the great number of their admirers and pro- 
teflors would be duflicient to give us an high eiteem 
for them. [I have treated on this fubject more co- 
pioufly in my Antiquities, and chererore only hint 
now what is neceflary for, my prelent purpofe, 
without any delign of depreciating the laws of other 
nations, or making a panegyric upon thofe of our 
own, but folely for the vindication of truth againtk 
calumny and injuttice. 


TO 


To draw towards a conclufion: I prefume I have 
fuficiently compleated what I propofed in writing 
thefe books; for whereasour accusers have pretended 
that our nation is of late dace, [have demonitrated 
the antiquity of their origin. J have likewile pro- 
duced feveral eminence authorities, that make ho- 
nourable mention of us in theirannals. | have in- 
conteftibly refuted the aflertion, chat our anceftors 
came originally out of Egypt, and, with refpect to 
the table of our being expelled for epidemic mali- 
dies, I have rendered it evident, on the contrary, 
that they cut their way through troops of their ene- 
mies into their own country... There are thof¢ who 
atperfe che characler of Mofes, in oppolition to the 


' concurrent teftimony of feveral ages to his immor- 


tal honour. 


In vindication of our laws, more words are fuper- 
fluous. ‘Thole who read and underitand them, mutt 
be convinced of the piety and wifdom of their intli- 
tution. Whey are declared enemies: to iniquity, 
luxury, and faction; promoters of peace, charity, 
induitry, and juitice. They allow of no war found- 
end on ambition or avarice; nor do they approve of 
returning evil jor evil. Vhey infpire valour and re- 
folution jn the defence of the deareft rights of man- 
kind. ‘hey are vigorous in the punifhment of ma- 
lcfactors 3 and point out that aétions, nor words, 
are the itandard of merit. 


From thefe premifes I may juftly conclude, that 
we have the moil perfeét lawsextane. For what can 
be more excellence than unfeigned piety towards 
God? What more reafonable than fubmiffion to 
Jaws ? What more beneficial than union in profpe- 
rity, and a well cemented tricndfhip in adverfity 2 
a dauntlefs refolution in arduous exploits ? a Ie- 
dulous application to arts and hufbandry in times 
of peace ? and finally, a perpetual contcioufnels of 
an omni-prefent, omnilcient, and fuperintending 
Providence ? . 


Tf thefe precepts had been written at firft, or 
more exactly retained by any others before us, we 
fhould owe them thanks, as dilciples owe their tu- 
tors, But if ic is evident chat we derived them from 
no foreagn origin, and that che inflicution of them 
is Our own, that, from time to time, we have 
handed them down, as the precife and invariable 
rules of our profeffion and practice, lec Apion 
Molon, and the whole tribe of calumniators anc 
detractors, ftand confuted.  £ have compleated my 
defign, in dedicating co thee, and others, molt 
excellent Mpaphroditus, an authentic hiltory of 
our pation, 
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I MACCABEES. 
CHAP. I. 


S my defign, in this difcourfe, is to fhew that 
reafon is the perfection of wildom, and ruler 
of the paffions, when duly improved by 
ftudy and religion, I cannot but exhort my 

readers toapply themfelves, with the utmoft affiduity, 
to the attainment of knowledge, the moft important 
of all acquifitions. Reafon is a neceffary prelimi- 
nary to knowledge, in which, if we excel, we may 
be faid to excel in the nobleft and moft comprehen- 
five of all virtues, which is prudence. It is reaton 
alone that can effectually rettrain the inordinate at- 
fections of the mind, correct the depravity of na- 
ture, and ‘thofe corrupt inclinations which are op- 

ofed to the love and practice of virtue. That 

ranch or degree of it which fubdues the paffions of 
anger, fear, and grief, and whatever elfe enervates 
the mind, may properly be denominated fortitude. 


To this it may perhaps be objected, if reafon has 
this dominion over the paffions, or perturbations of 
the mind, why has it not the fame controuling power 
over ignorance and forgettulnefs? Thisisatrivolous 
objection, and foreign to the cafe in point; for when 
we affirm that reafon has a controuling power over 
the paffions, we mean thole defects of nature only as 
are oppofite to juftice, temperance, and fortitude, 
all which are of a diftinét kind, and belong to the 
fenfitive foul; but not fuch as are defeéts peculiar to 
itfelf, and appertain tothe rational iyftem. Again, 
in this objection the nature of this fovereignty is 
mifreprefented ; for we do not mean that reaion en- 

- tirely removes thofe affections, but does not fo far 
sopen as to fuffer itfelf to be vanquifhed by 
them. 


That it isin the power of reafon to command and 
fubdue the paffions, I could demonftrate by a va- 
riety of arguments, but fhall, at prefent, confine my- 
felf to the moft approved and undeniable one, mat- 
ter of fact. I mean-the examples of perlons who 
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have fignalized themfelves in refolutely afferting and 
dying in defence of truth and virtue, among whom 
I apprehend none are more confpicuous, or more 
defervedly admired, than thofe of our country, 
Eleazar, and the feven brethren martyred with their 
mother. Thefe, defpifing the moft exquifite tor- 
tures, and perlevering even unto death, have incon- 
teftibly proved the command of reafon over the 
paffions: I mean thofe of the fenfitive kind, as be- 
fore alluded to. I fhall endeavour to give jultcom- 
mendations to thefe brave men, and their incompa- 
rable mother, for their immoveable conftancy ; and 
to tranfmit their names with honour to pofterity, for 
their ftedfaft adherence to virtue and their duty. 
Thefe men excited the admiration not only of thole 
who were indifferent fpectators, or readers, of their 
fufferings, buteven of their very enemies, and mott 
prejudiced tormentors, who ftood amazed at thecou- 
rage and patience which their own implacable ma- 
lice exercifed after fo inhumanand barbarous a man- 
ner. hus they became the means of seleafing 
their nation from oppreffion, conquering the rage 
of a tyrant by their fufferings, and becoming ala 
crifice of expiation for their country. 


The method in which I propofe to proceed, will 
be, fir, to make fome general remarks on the 
point in debate, and chen attend to this particular, 
initance, giving glory to God, the fountain cf 
wifdom, who hath been pleafed to leave fuch un- 
deniable evidence of this truth in the perfons whole 
virtues I am now about to celebrate. 


The queftion to be refolved is plainly this. Whe; 
ther reafon can controul and govern the paffions: 
In order thereto it will be neceffary to explain what 
is to be underftood by reafon, what by paffion, how 
many fpecies there are of paffions, and whether 
reafon bears fway over them all. 


By reafon then I underftand the intelleétual  fa- 
culty improved and rightly guided by reflection, 
preferring a life conducted by wifdom and cruch. 
By wifdeam I underftand the knowledge of divine 
and human affairs, and the true cautes and eum 


Ox 
of each, fach as we attain by the diteipline and in- 
{truétion of the laws, which teaches us fo embrace 
thole truths which relate co God wit h reverence, and 
thote refpecting men as things directed Los and de- 
figned for, the benefice of 1 yankind. W idem may 
be divided into four particular branches; 1 pales 

altice, Fortitude, and “Pemperance. I he noolel 
and moft comprehentive of thefe is prucence, be- 
caufe reafon, through its afiiitance and influence, 
attains dominion over the paffions. 

‘The paffions that are mot general are two, plea- 
fure and pain, each of which acts upon the body 
and foul. in thele wo paffions of plealure and pain 
are comprehended many others. ‘Yhos, in the in- 
{lance of pleafure, ic is preceded by delire, and fol- 
lowed by joy. In that of pam, Ic 1s preceded by 
fear, and tollowed by forrow. 

Anger is a mixed paffion, between pleafure and 
pain, of which thofe muit be fenfible who mi- 
nutely obferve how they are affected by it. In plea- 
lure is comprehended ai bate and wicked affection, 
which of all che paffions is the moi difulive. In 
the mind are avarice, cavy, aud contention; In the 
bods greedinels and fordidnets. Pleature and pain, 
like certain branches growing out of the body, have 
teveral {cions, which realen, like the common hul- 
bandman, by lepping, tying up, watering, tran!- 
poling, and ordering, Corrects in their atures, and 
tames their wildneis. Realon is the Suide of the 
virtues, and governels of the paffions. That this 
is not athrmed without ground, is evident from the 
mighty effeé it has in matters where the vircue of 
temperance is obftructed. Temperance reftrains the 
defires, fome of which beiong to the foul, others to 
the body; both of which are under the government 
of reaion. When our appetites incline to fuch fh, 
fowl, or other delicious focds as are forbidden by 
our Jaws, and we abflain from chem upon that very 
account, this is a demoniiracive proof of the do- 
minion of reafon over the pafions. lor the im- 
pulfe of the appetite, by the affiflance of reaton, is 
reftrained, and all the motions of the body are 
bridled by its cocrcive power. 


TILE 





CilAP. UW. 


UT this is a matter of finall weight when com- 
pared with the more {liniulating defires of the 
mind, efpecially thofe that are excited by beauty. 
Joleph acquired immortal renown for conquering 


his pasion by the flandard of reafon and found re- 


fleétion, though in the bloom of years, and urged 
by the united Impulle of beauty and importunity. 
lt is not the mere allaying the fury of vehemenc 
purfuits after pleafure, and abilaining trom the im- 
pure act, that reafon can or ought to do, fince itis 
plain our very inclinations are under tts jurifdiétion ; 
otherwife the law would have been molt abfurd in 
laying upon us a command fo impracticable as 
that, ‘© Lhou fhale not covet thy neighbour’s wife, 
nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.” Now it is 
evident that when the law forbids us to covet ar all, 
it more firongly implies that reafon is able to curb 
and conquer our defires. snd thus it is not only in 
thole things which are oppolite to the virtues of 
temperance, but juftice allo. Otherwife what re- 
medy could there be for reforming the luxurious, 
avaricious, or fordid man? When a man, of a co- 
vetous dilpofition, is prevailed upon to conform to 
the precepts of our Jaw, he reftrains his defires, 
lends to the poor without taking ufury, and remits 





. the debr at the year of jubilee; and though he be 


ever fo frugal, yecheis obliged, by this law, neither 
to wacher in the fruits of his field or his vineyard 
in the fabbatic year. 

Many other inflances might be produced to fhew 
that reaion governs our paffions: tor the law, in 
tome cales, exercifes dominion over natural affec- 
tions to parents, forbidding us, for their fakes, to 
betray the caufe of truth and virtue: fo it docs 
over tendernels to our wives, commanding us to 
punifh them for che tranfgreffions of their duty: 
{o again over love to our children, enjoining us to 
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les when they do ants: and 
to ourfricnds, in directing us 
In confirmation of this 
truth, ic is further to be eblerved, that reaton, 
when influenced by the haw, overcomes hatred Co 
mies; for it prohibls the curting down their 
t : it orders us to reflore to our enenies 
h they have leti, and to help cheir cat- 
tle When fallen and in dillrels. 
urcther, it is evident that reafon bears fway over 
the more violent paffions, fuch as ambition, vain- 
glory, andenvy , forall chefe unfeemly difpofitions 
are removed and fubdued by a mind intlructed by 
found realuns as is anger allo, though the moft un- 
eovernable of all pathons. If this were not the 
cafe, how could cur wile anceitor Jacob to feverely 
condemn that fast of his fons, Simeon and Levi, 
when they, contrary tor 1, utterly deftroyed the 
whole race of the Shechensites ? fying, in abhor- 
rence of their intemperate rage, “t Curted be their 
anger, for it was tierce, and their wrath, for it was 
crucl.”) lle had certainly no view in fpeaking thus, 
runt perfuaded chat reaton was able to conquer 
wrath. 





make them exam 
latily, over-kindne! 
to reprove their vices. 
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CliAb. Hi. 
YA7 HEN God created man, and endued him with 
Be v reafon and a frecdom of will, be, at the fame 
time, implanted in his nature variety of paffions and 
difpofitions, and fet his intelectual mind upon the 
throne, to cxercife government over all the fenfual 
appetites within, Ide then impofed a law as a rule, 
whereby he might direct himielf, and lead a life of 
temperance jutlice, and goodnels. What ground 
ean there be then for that objection, which makes a 
doubt whether reaton can matter the patiions, be- 
caufe it does not appear thac it attains to abfolute 
dominion over forectfulnefs and ignorance? We 
are not to expeét that reaton fhould torally exempe 
us from all evil dilpoficions ; but it will aid usin 
our conflids with fuch dilpofitions; ic being the 
proper office of reaton not to change, but affitt na- 
ture; not to bea deitroyer, but an auxiliary. 

This matter may receive fome iNuftration from 
the example of David. We read that, after hav- 
ing engaged a whole day with an army of Philif- 
tines, and made great flaughter among them, the 
king retired in the evening Into the royal tent, fa- 
tigued and fpent, where all the forces of our fore- 
fathers were encamped around him. ‘Phe rett of 
the company refrefhed themfelves contentedly; but 
the king, being exceeding thirlly, could not fatisty 
his. appetite with any water drawn out of thofe 
{prings of which they had plenty. An inconfide- 
rate defire {eized him to drink of the water fetched 
from the encmy’s garrifon. — } [creupon fome of his 
officers, defirous of fatisfving him, armed them- 
felves, took .a veffel, broke through the enemies 
tienches, pafled their guards, fought out the weil 
of Bethlehem, and thence brought to the king the 
water he fo ardently defired. But David, though 
parched with thirft, recolle@ling how inhuman and 
dangerous a thing it would be to gratify his ap- 
petite at the hazard of mens lives, and chat drink- 
ing the water would be in effeét to drink blood, op- 
pofed reafon to inclination, and made a libation of 
ic to the Deity. 

Thusamind, flrictly temperate and wife, canover- 
come the impuli¢ or the paMfions, extinguifh the 
flames of the moft furious defires, contend with the 
mott exquifite bodily pains, and, in fine, quell all the 
perturbations that difcompote the human frame, by 
afleady principle of virtue. But ic now becomes 
neceffary to confirm this argument, by demontftra- 
tive proofs of this power of reafon exemplified by 
practice, of which our forctathers have given un- 
deniable inftances. When, through ftriétoblervance 
of theirlaws, they had ingratiated thenvfelves with 
foreign princes, and prevailed upon Seleucus Nica- 
nor, ‘king of Afiia, fo far, that he fec aparta portion 
of his public revenues to defray the expence of the 
facrifices, as highly approving their institutions, it 
happened, alter this profound tranquillity, give of 
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them were brought under various and fevere trials, 
by the ill offices of wicked men, who difturbed the 
public peace in the manner hereafter related. 


CHAP. Iv. 


Certain man, named Simon, creating a quarrel 
A with Onias, who was high-prieft for life, and 
a man of the greateft integrity, after having endea~- 
voured to vilify his character by the fouleit alper- 
fions, and finding his attempts vain to leffen him in 
the efteem of the people, fled to a foreign court, 
with wicked intent to betray his country. He ac- 
cordingly applied to Apollonius, who was then go- 
vernor of Syria and Phoenicia, and told him, that, 
from his great zeal for the king his mafter, he was 
come to make a difcovery of a vaft {um of money 
depofited in the treafury at Jerufalem, not appro- 
priated to the temple, or employed to any public 
ufe, but wealth hoarded up by private men, and 
therefore of courfe the right of Seleucus. Apol- 
lonius having received this account, commended 
Simon’s zeal for the king’s fervice, waited upon Se- 
leucus, and imparted to him the fecret. Upon this 
information he foon obtained a commiffion from 
the king, and marched into our country, bringin 
with him the traitor Simon, and a very powerfu 
army. 


Upon his arrival, he gave out, thathe came, by 
order of the king, to remove the private money 
that was in the facred treafury. The nation taking 
alarm, and complaining of it as an horrible injuftice 
to deprive thofe of their money who had depofited 
it in the facred treafury, refifted the officer as much 
as they were able. But Apollonius, with menaces 
of force, made up to the temple. The priefts, upon 
this, with their wives and children, proftrating 
themfelves before the facred placc, implored the 
Almighty to defend his own temple trom prophana- 
tion and contempt. 


Apollonius ftill perfitting, and entering the place 
with a body of armed men, as he was about to feize 
upon the treafury, behold angels from heaven fud- 
denly appeared, mounted on horfes, clad in minis 
armour, and {truck Apollonius and his foldiers wit 
fear and trembling. _ The governor fell to the 
ground in the court of the Gentiles, ftretching out 
his hands to heaven, and fupplicating the Hebrews, 
with many tears, to offer their prayers for him, that 
he might not be deftroyed by that tremendous hott. 
The high-prieft Onias, moved with compafiion, and 
fearing left Seleucus fhould impute the death of A- 
pollonius to human treachery, granted his requeit; 
fo that being miraculoufly faved, he returned back 
tothe king, and related to him the particulars that 
had befallen him. 


But king Seleucus dying foon after, he was fuc- 
ceeded on the throne by his fon Antiochus, aman of 
an imperious and favage difpofition, who deprived 
Onias of the priefthood, and put into that office his 
brother Jafon, upona compact of an annual tribute 
of three thoujand fix hundred and fixty talents, 
which he had covenanted to pay him. The king 
having conftituted this Jafon fuperintendant, not 
only over ecclefialtical matters, as high-prieft, but 
alfo over civil affairs, he put our nation under fe- 
vere trials, and, by introducing new cuftoms, con- 
trary to the law, hurried them into all manner of 
impunity. He noc only inftituted Grecian games 
in our metropolis, but abolifhed the ufe of the 
temple, infomuch thac the Divine vengeance being 
provoked, Antiochus was ftirred up to make war 
again{t the Jews. Being engaged in an expedition 
againit Ptolemy, king of Egypt, and informed, at 
the fame time, that fome of the inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem had cxprefied joy at the report of his being 
dead, he turned his forces that way, and made great 
havock among them, publifhing withal an edié&, 
forbidding any of them to obferve the cuftoms of 
their country, upon pain of death. Finding this 
edict had not its intended effeét, bur that all his fe- 

2 


verett threatenings and punifhments were 
defpifed, that even the women (who Sonne 
the practice of circumcifing their children) were caft 
down headlong from the walls of the city, (though 
they knew what they were to fuffer,) he was To 
amazed at the little regard fhewn to his authority 
that he came in perfon, and by torments compelled 
thofe that were brought before him, to eat of meats 
unclean and forbidden by the law, and thus abjure 
the religion of their country. 


CHAP. V. 


W HEN Antiochus, that curfed tyrant, had 
_ feated himielf upon a tribunal, furrounded 
by his counfellors, and a itrong body of armed 
men, he cammanded many of the Hebrews to be 
brought by force before him, and compelled them 
to eat of iwine’s flefh, and meats offered to idols, 
upon pain of the torture in cafe of refufal. After 
many had been thus barbaroufly treated, a certain 
man, named Eleazar, of the family of the priefts, 
by profeffion a lawyer, far advanced in years, and 
known to feveral who ftood round the tyrant, was 
brought before him. Antiochus obferving the ve- 
nerable fage, thus addreffed him: 


é “* Before I proceed to ufe any feverity, let me ad- 
* vife thee, reverend old man, to fave thy own life, 
** by fubmitting to eat of fwine’s fleth ; for I pay 
* great refpect to thy age and grey hairs; and am 
<, lurprized that the experience of fo many years 
. fhould not have made thee wifer than {till ro per- 
«, fevere in the Jewilh fuperftition. It feems to me 
*, @ moft unreafonable thing for men to abridge 
“; themfelves of any innocent pleafures, and great 
oy injuftice to themfelves, and ingratitude to nature, 
; to refufe any of thofe enjoyments which her 
“ bounty hath provided for us. Why fhouldelt 
** thou then exprefs fuch abhorrence of that moft 
* delicious of all meats, which feems, in the flefh of 
°° fwine, to have been defigned as our belt entertain- 
“* ment, and a fingular favour? This may in others 
** feem fomewhat more excufable; but in you, who 
“fare a perfon of better judgment, ic would bea 
“* moft unaccountable folly, to be prejudiced bya 
** falfe and empty notion of religion; and for an 
** idle fancy to contemn my authority, and draw 
“* needlefs punifhment upon your own head : wilt 
** not thou then fuffer thine eyes to be opened, and 
** be awakened out of this dream of thy peculiar 
‘* perfuafion, and fet thyfelf free from the bondage 
** of fo morofe and fingular a notion? Will this 
** friendly expoftulation prevail for no deference to 
“be paid my kindnefs ? and the compaffion 
*“ have for thy age, move thee to no compaffion 
“upon thyfelf? Methinks it fhould; for though 
** what I have faid does not convince thee of the 
** vanity of thy opinion in this point, yer you mul 
“ needs allow, thatif there be a power above, which 
** does, as you fuppofe, require the obfervance of 
* this religion, that power hath fo much goodnels 
‘* as to pardon the tranfgreffion of his laws, whentt 
*< is not the offender’s own aét and choice, but the 
** effect of force and pure conftraint.” 


Eleazar, having duly attended to thefe words, 
entreated of the king permifizon to fpeak for hin'- 
felf, which being granted, he ftood forth, and, I" 
the prefence_of the whole affembly, {poke to te 
tollowing effect : ; 


“ Know, Sire, that we, who are fully convinced 
“* chat it is our duty, in all things, to behave out 
** felves according to the law given us by God, 4° 
‘* perfeétly perfuaded, that no neceffity can more 
‘* oblige us, no force be ftronger upon us, than thet 
*¢ by which we ftand bound to obey his Jaws a 
*¢ for this reafon we think our aéting contrary 1016 
‘© cannot be difpenfed with on any terms whatlo- 
“ever. Nay, though our law were not, as you 
“* pleafed to fuggeit, "really divine, yet, aul 
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& paul crave leave to fay, that, fo long as we cou- 
o* ie to believe ic disiae, chat very perfuation 
to be an efivciaal retiraint upon us irom 
Violating, or thinking meaznly of, any religious 
‘ordinances eilablilicd by it. Do not cheretore 


“ Tnegine, if we fbould fubmic to dele ourlelves 
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“by unclean mets, ‘that this would be deemed a 
pall and pardonable iaule. 


For the prelump- 
s the fame, and the autho- 
“Osiey of che haw equally infulted, be the inflance in 
which 2 man trantgrefies greater or lets. “ihe 
“t ittely makes no difference in point of guilt. 
Vou were plicated, Sire, to dpeak, conwmptuoully 
of our religion, as an. iniitution unbecoming 
“nen of reaton and philotuphy, Buel mutt be 
“hold to day, icis che bell and molt confummiate 
* Qhilofophy, for ic reaches us temperance, the 
* conqueit of our paffions and delires, and fers us 
“above all our pleadures. Ie trains us up in che 
“esercile of fortitude, and commands us to un- 
© Gergo all manner of pain willingly and chear- 
‘sally. it teaches us the mott exact jultice ; and 
“ orders us to confine our worthip and absoluce re- 
& verence to the one trac God, where alone they 
“are of right duc. Upon this account we dare 
“not cat chings prohibited and unclean; for we 
“are rally pertuaded thac God, who created our 
“racure, bad due regard toi; thac the very in- 
“tieucion of this law was fo dar from a hardthip, 
“as in ithe to be an act of goodnels and mercy 5 
“and that the things forbidden are hurcful co_our 
“douls, whereas thofe alowed ior food are ufeful 
“and convenient. Itis therefore the very extre- 
“ mity of tyranny to force us not only to fin againit 
“our daw, Gut co cat thac which is therefore not 
* sHiowed us becaule of a quality not fit to be 
eaten. But this is a fort or triumph which 1 
© fall never give youover me. Nor aiuft | falfity 
“ theiclenin oaths, and only engagements, where- 
“ by our ancettors have bound thenielves, and their 
« Dolterity, to the faithful obiervance of this Jaw 5 
“ not chough you fheuid command my eyes to be 
“ pur our, and my bowels to be burnt. Old age 

Fath not fo impaired my mind, or enfeecbled my 
“ body, but that, when religion and duty call me 
“co it, my realon can yet approve idelf youthful 
and vigorous. Vi this reply provoke you, pre- 
“ pare your Inflruments cf torture, and heat your 
* rurnace hatter tail: all char fhall not move me to 
* fpare my old age, to as, for the faving my per- 
“don, to violate the law ef my country and my 
God. Vhat hely law, to which £ owe my in- 
“ruclion, Lwill never detert. 
all virtues, temperance, by which we prelerve 
our native fovereignty ever our appeutes, J 
will never abjure thee; thou beik of all philo- 
fophy, 2 will never difrace thee. Vhou_holy 
order of prieihood, and ftudy of the law, I will 
‘neither forego, or be a blemifh to you. My 
aneeitors fhall find me come to you pure and 
‘conitants a doulas tree from fuch a ilain as un- 
taunted under all manner of torments, cven 
‘uuto death.” 
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CHAP. VIL 


TS LE AZAR, having made this noble and fpirited 
LY. reply to the tyrant’s exhortation, was dragged 
bs the guards that flood round co the crueleft tor- 
its. Lhey pulled off the old man’s garment, the 
veuctable habiz of his religion, and having bound 
both his hands behind him, unmercifully fcourged 
huns an officer callingoucatevery itroke, ** Obey the 
ning’s commands.” ‘Lhe brave ifleazar fuftamed 
i tment asaf he had been in a dream, without 
vlutiag a tittle from his profeffion. The good old 
flood with his eyes uplifted to heaven, while 
the blood itreamed down trom his body to the 
treund, till, no longer able tofuflain the torments, 
be tell upon the pavement: but this was owing to 
Ludily infirmity; tor his mind was as conftant and 
redglute as ever. Upon this one of the guards 
amped upon him in order to raife him. Still he 
dure cheir barbarous infolence, and, with furprizing 
Poe fufivred their {tripes, till his very tormen- 
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tors flood in admiration of his extraordinary mag- 
nanimity, and wondered to find fo noble a foulina 
body io aged and infirm. Ac length fome of them, 
touched with compaffion at his decrepid age, and 
moved by remembrance of ancient friendfhip, thus 
addrefied hina: 


TErn 


ar 





“© Why doft thou thus, for no manner of reafon, 
* oxpole chyiclf to all chele futtcrings ? Permit us, 
“Wieszar, toiet before thee jome lawful and clean 
“meats; and do thou make as though thou didfk 
“ ear twine’s Beth, according@ ro the king’scommand 5 
Sto dhale thou dave thy lite, and yer commic no 
 wickednels.” Bur Mleazar refolucely anfwered, 
“Bar be itfrom us, whoare children of Abraham, 
“ro be guilry of tuch cowardice and wicked fub- 
“tilicy, by fo much as iceming todo an act that 
** does not become us. How ablurd would it be 
“tor me, who have led a life of fincerity and truth 
“hitherto, and prelerved my reputation tree from 
“blemifh, by a lkrict obfervation of the law, ro 
** change my course now in extreme old age, and 
* fer an ill example to others! to purchafe a heele 
** remainder of life at the expence of foul diflimu- 
**Jacion, and live that little wich the feorn and de- 
** rifion of all the world, tor my fear and bale com- 
* pliance??? When they perceived him thus refoluce 
and inflexible, and chat their pity could have no in- 
fluence upon him, they changed their difpofition, 
and brought him to the fire. ‘There they applied 
new inttruments of torture, threw him upon the 
fuel, and, as he burnt, poured fealding and naufeous 
Hiquors up his noflrils. Burne to che very bone, and 
ready to expire, he lifted up his eyes ro heaven, and 
faid, “S Phou feeft; my God, the miteries [endures 
“and that I chute to die by fire and rorment, for 
“© the fake of thy law, when ie was in my power to 
** prelerve my Hie dor trantgreHing ic. Be thou, 
* therefore, gracious, QO Lord, to thy own people, 
“Cand let che vengeance execured on me fulice for 
““ what they have delerved. Make thou my blood 
“Sa purliication for them, and accept my life in- 
dtead of their lives.” With thefe words this 
pious man gave up the gholt. ; 
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Tlence it is evident that reafon, improved by reli- 
gion, has command over the paflions; if ic were 
otherwile, it is to them that the.praife of this noble 
tellimony to truth and conitant virtue ought to be 
alcribed. But fince, from this inftance, it appears 
plain that thetormer was victorious, we cannot, with 


iruth, deny that reafon is the governing principle : 


and, indecd, it is molt equitable to conicis the fame, 
after fo full a demonttration not only of bodily 
patos, but likewiie of pleafures too, refilled and van- 
quifhed : for the undeviating tendency of our pat? 
fions is co indulge plealure and decline pain. 


CHAP. VII. 


UR reverend father Mleazar may be deemed a 

-f skilful pilot, holding the rudder of the fhip of 
piety in the fea of the paffions, toffed to and fro with 
the threatenings of the tyranc, and overwhelmed 
with the waves of torment. Neverthelcfs, he changes 
not the rudder til he reaches the haven of vidlory 
by a direct and prefperous courie. A city befieged 
with various engines, never made fuch refiltance 
again{t the furious affaulrs of an enemy, as the di- 


vine mind of this pious fage againft the attacks of | 


ftripes, tortures, and deach, till, at length, he van- 
guifhed through the aid of reafon engaged in the 
cauie of religion. 


“ © prieft, moft worthy of the facerdotal dig- 
nity, who didft not pollute thy facred body with im- 
pure viands! © guardian of the law, and profeffor 
of a philofophy all divine! © nobleft affertor of 
the religion of thy country, in fpite of paffion, of 
torture, and or death! “Phou haft glorioufly con- 
firmed the equity of our law by thy fuflerings and 
perfeverance ; rendered our rites more con{picuous, 
but not abrogated them; and, by realities and deeds, 
eftablithed the precepts and doétrines of our holy 
pernen O, vencrable lage, fuperior to corments, 
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above the force of raging flames, moft glorious 
of conquerors, who haft led thy paffions in triumph! 
‘As heretofore our father Aaron, armed with acenfer, 
ran into the midft of the temple, and vanquifhed the 
deltroying angel, in like manner did Kleazar, de- 
foended from the fame Aaron, tteadily adhere to his 
profeffion, and conquer in the midft of devouring 
flames. And, what is moft aftonifhing, when age 
and infirmities had enervated his body, he exerted 
an invincible refolution of mind. O happy age! 
integrity and fanctity unqueftionable, that gave tef- 
timony of fo illuftrious a death !”” 


‘What more fatisfaétory evidence can be required 
of the power of reafon over the-paffions, than that 
of an aged man enduring fo much for the caule of 
piety and virtue, with fuch undaunted intrepidity ? 
Butas it may be alledged, by way of objection, that 
this in age is lefs to be wondered at, becauie, as 
ftrength and courage decreafe, fo the paffions and 
love of life may then be fuppofed to be confiderably 
abated, I thall proceed to fhew, that even young 
men, whofe reafon has been fixed upon true prin- 
ciples, have undergone, and overcome, torments 
heavier than the former. 


When the tyrant found himfelf foiled in this firft 
attempt, and that he could not compel the venerable 
Eleazar to violate the laws of his country, he be- 
came fo incented, that he commanded others of the 
Hebrew captives to be brought before him, promi- 
fine them immediate liberty, upon condition of their 
eating forbidden meats, and threatening chem with 
greater torture than had been infli&ed in cale of 
refufal. 


CMAP. VE 
URSUANT to the order aforefaid, there were 
brought before the tyrant feven tons, with their 
ancient mother. ‘The men, from the iymmetry of 
their form, and elegance of their deportment, at- 
tracted his notice ; and therefore, after beholding 
them with a kind of approbation, he commanded 
them to approach, and thus accofted them : 


“© Young men, from an ape pates of your per- 
fonal appearance, I have kind intentions towards 
you: nor can J but pay a more than ordinary re- 
jpe&t to your family, which hath the unulual 
bleffing of fo many fuch brethren, ‘Io advile, 
therefore, that you would not be guilty of the 
fame mad and mott abfurd zeal, wich that poor 
old bigot, whom you faw perifh in the midit of 
agonies and tortures, 1s a kindnels far below what 
Idefign for you. [invite you to comply with 
me, with an affurance of my particular friend- 
fhip: for I haveit in my power to oblige and ad- 
vance them that obey me, inas eminent a manner 
as T have co punith thote that fland out againtt 
my commands. Be aflured then, you fhall noc 
fail of preferments, but have places of honour 
and profit, and great trult under me, provided 

ou will renounce your country’s cultoms, and 

¢ content to live after the Greek manner , laying 
“ afide the foolifh diltinetion of meats, and indule= 
“ ing thole appetites and pleatures Ireely, in which 
ee a never fond of rellraine, mutt tind a de- 
“ light now denied you by the tyranc of your own 
“fupertticion, Confider too, chat if fuch advan- 
“ tapeous offers be rejected, you mull expect that 
“ your obflinacy will be the more provoking , and 
“1 fhall be obliged to make every one of you ey 
amples, by a death as full of pain and horror as 
“the anger of an incented king, can inthét. Be 
. perfuaded to pity yourlelves, when a (lranger and 
‘an enemy has fet you an example of pity. “Uhrow 
not lavithly away fo much youth and beauty, 
which | am. very loth fhould perilh : but perifh 
imuil, unlels you will fave it by that one way. 
‘Therefore confider well, Methinks you thould 
conlider, and noc relolve too ralbly, when Tatlure 
you, that, in cale of difobedicuce, you have no- 
“ thing toexpeet but racks, fire, and death.” 
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The tyrant had no fooner thus fpoken, than te 
commanded the inftruments of torture to be is 
duced, in order to work more ftrongly upon thei 
fears, than words and menaces he imagined could 
do. When the guards had fet before them the 
wheels, racks, manacles, combuttible matter. an 
other implements of horror and execution, Antio. 
chus, taking the advantage of the impreffion he fup- 
pofed this fpectacle would make, once more applied 
to them in terms to this effect : “* Young men, con- 
“< Gder the confequences ; your compltance cree 
* longera wilful offence: you may reft affured that 
“ the Deity you worfhip will confider your cafe, in 
“* being compelled to violate your law.” But they 
were fo far from being terrified at the confequence of 
a denial, that their relolutions became {tronger, and 
through the power of reafon, aided by religion, they 
triumphed over his barbarity. What is it reafon- 
able to fuppofe would have been the meafures pur- 
fued, had there been but an individual among them 
timorous, or inordinately fond of life? Would not 
fuch a one have addrefled himielf to the relt, in 
terms fimilar to the following ? , 


“© What ftupid and fool-hardy wretches are we, 
© +hus to continue deaf to the invitations and kind 
“¢ advice of a king, who calls us to gain and pro- 
“motion upon our obedience! Why thould we 
“ amufe ourfelves with vain imaginations, and per- 
*¢ Git ina fatal obftinacy, which can end in nothing 
* but death? Shall we ie fo infenfible as to haveno 
“ regard to thefe dreadful engines of cruelty ? None 
“to the menaces of an unrelenting tyrant, inexo- 
“ rable enough to put in execution all that he hath 
“ threatened? Shall we not rather abandon this 
“empty: point of honour, and that falle pride of 
“ conftuncy, that is certain to prove our deftruc- 
“tion? It can be no crime to have fome refpect to 
“our youth, which promifes many happy years, 
“fome pity to our poor aged mother, whofe grey 
“hairs mutt be brought down with. unfpeakable 
“ forrow to the grave, to fec fo many fons cut off at 
“* once, and herfelf made childlels in an inftant by 
our difobedience. Whatthe king fays is very ra- 
“ tional, that God is too juit anu good not to make 
“ allowance for the hard circumftances we lie un- 
“ der. Why fhould we then throw ourlelves out of 
“ lite, at a time when we are belt fitted to tafte the 
“ fweers of living? Why hurry ourlelves headlong 
“out of a world where every thing con{pires 
delight and entertain us moft agreeably ? Let us 
not Itrive any longer with our fate; nor buy ap- 
plaufe fo dear as at the expence of racks and 
death. The law itfelf is not to fevere as to con- 
« demn for involuntary offences ; and che more jult 
“ our fears are, the lets there is of will in the com- 
pliance. What pretence can we have, then for, 
“ this obduracy ? Or why fhould we be fo fond ot 
“amiflaken courage, which is indeed no better 
“than defpair and obf{tinacy, when nothing but 
death is before us if we and out, and lite and 
“ fecuriry, plenty and pleafure, are furely ours, # 
we do but fubmit ? 


CMAP. IX. 


|} UT no language fimilar_ to this was uttered 

from the mouth of one of thele brave youths 
for the apprehenfion of the racking, pains they were 
about co endure little effeéted their minds. “They 
triumphed over their impending misfortunes 5 a 
when the cyrant commanded them to ear of the for 
hidden viands, they, with one voice, and, as tt Wee 
with one {pirit, made him chis reply: 


“To what purpofe, O king, is the delay? It 
with defign co know our final refolucion, ce 
fred we are ready to encounter death in its me, 
“ fright forays, rather than trantreds the laws ut 
our fathers. Mor, befides the reyerunce die - 
the example of our anceilors upon orher accounts 
“Chis is what our obedience to the law, and the ha 
cepts of Motes, requires, from us, Do not t wt 
aLtempt any mote to perfuade us to apollacy 
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“ not put on a counterfeit pity for thofe who know 
‘you hate them: eyen death irfelf is more fup- 
“portable than fuch an infulting, diffembling com 
““paflion, as would fave our lives with the lofs of 
“our innocence. ‘Vhou thinkeft to ery us by 
* threarenings of death and torture, notwit hftand- 
‘ing the fame experiment made upon the old man 
*e hath fo lately taught thee how ineffectual all fuch 
“© methods are upon the fervants of the true God; 
* and if the old men of our nation endure fo cou- 
* rageoufly fuch exquifite pains for their religion, 
“is it reatonable to duppofe thae the young oncs 
“ will fuffer the reproach of being behind them in 
“ conftancy and patience? As we have been edu- 
** cated under his particular care and inftructions, 
“fo we thall conquer after his example. Try us, 
‘* therefore, and fee if.it be in thy power to_deftroy 
“ our fouls, when we fuffer in the canfe of God and 
“religion? This isimpoffible: your cruelty can- 
‘not hurt us; for all the effect our pains can have, 
“ will be to fecure us the glorious rewards due to 
*‘ unfhaken patience and injured vircue. Upon 
“ you the contequence will be very different and 
“ dreadful, for, by the murders of fomany innocent 
“ men, you arm the Divine vengeance againft your: 
“felt, and, for the temporal punifhments which you 
 infliét, will become fo obnoxious, as to fuffer the 
“ punifhment of everlafting torments.” 


The tyrant, enraged at their contumacy, gave the 
word of command; and the guards immediately 
brought forth the eldeft of the feven brethren, and 
having torn of his garment, and tied his hands 
behind him, cruelly tcourged him; and continued 
their lafhes till chey were tired, but could avail no- 
thing. ‘They then put him on the wheel, where his 
body being extended, he underwent the fevereft tor- 
tures of the rack; thus reproaching his tormentor: 
* Monfter of cruelty! enemy to the Divine Juttice ! 
** you torment me in this manner not for homicide 
“ orimpiery, but as an affercor and defender of the 
“ facred Jaw.? ‘The guards then exhorted him to 
comply, eat of the king’s meat, and thereby obtain 
arefpite. But he anfwered, “ ‘Uhink not, bafe men, 
“© that your wheel can deftroy my reafon. Break my 
“© my limbs in pieces, burn my fleth, diftors my ar- 
““teries; yet all the torments you can inflict on me 
* fhall ferve but to convince you, that itis the pe- 
* culiar glory of an Hebrew to be invariably firm 
**in fuffering for the caule of virtue.” They then 
put fire under him, and expofed his body, as much 
extended as poffible, to the devouring flames, info- 
much that he exhibited a fpectacle horrible beyond 
delcription, and thus continued till nothing was left 
of human torm, but a fkeleton of broken bones. 


During the fhocking fcene, this brave youth, and 
worthy defcendant of faithful Abraham, was not 
heard to utter a groan, but bore his torments with 
fuch invincible fortitude, as if he had been tranfla- 
ted to immutability in the midft of the flames, ex- 
claiming, ‘* My brethren, follow my example: de- 
“fort me not in this noble confiiét, nor difclaim 
“* the relation of generous conftancy, by which we 
* cre allied in foul more nearly than in blood. En- 
“gage, refolutely engage, in the facred warfare; 
* nor doubt but that the Almighty Creator of the 
“univerfe will be propitious to our nation, and 
* avenge himielf on the cruel tyrant.’? Wich thefe 
words the brave youth expired. 


While the fpeétators ftood fixed in aftonifhment 
and admiration, the guards advanced with the fe- 
cond brother, and fixed his hands in manacles of 
iron: but, before they put him to the rack, they de- 
manded if he would accept the conditions, Find- 
ing, by his reply, he had adopted the fame noble re- 
folution with his brother, they tore off his flefh with 
Pincers, and flayed off the flkin of his beard, face, 
and head. He bore this torture with fingular mag- 
nanimity, faying, “ How welcome is death in any 
form, when we fuffer for our religion and laws! 
so Art thou infenfible, inhuman tyranc, that thou 
«aft rather thine own tormentor than mine, in 
finding thy tyrannic aims defeated by our con- 
ie itancy? The comforts of confcious virtue allevi- 

ate my pains, while the dreadful load of your im- 
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“ piety fhall fall on your own head, and the Di- 
“ vine vengeance make an example of fuch a mon- 
“* fter to the whole world.” 


CHAP. X. 


LIE fecond brother having made this glorious 
exit, the third was produced, and prefled with 
arguments and entreatics to tafte and preferve his 
life. But he replied, with vehemence, ‘* Are you 
‘ignorant that I am the fon of the fame father and 
* the fame mother with chofe that went before me ? 
** Shall I then, in this laft fcene of lite, renounce 
“the honour of that alliance? The fame inttitu- 
“tions were taught us all, and I will abide b 
** them until death.”? Vhe freedom of this foceeh 
enraged the executioners, who, to exprefs their ma- 
lice and refentment, {treeched his hands and feeton 
the engine, and broke them to pieces: but when 
they found this method did not deprive him of life, 
they drew off his fin at the ends of his fingers, and 
flayed him trom the very crown of his head. Not 
content with mangling his body in this mercilefs 
manner, they dragged him to the wheel, where, 
being yet more diftended, he faw his own fiefh torn 
from him, and ftreams of blood gufhing from his 
body. ‘When at the point of death, he exclaimed, 
** Mercile(s tyranc! we fuffer thus for the religion 
“Sand law of that God who is able to reward us: 
“© but remember, thou fhalt fuffer pains much more 
© infupportable for thy impicty and cruelty. 


Having died thus equally glorious with his pre- 
ceding brothers, the fourth was produced by the 
guards, and perfuaded to bethink himfelf, and be 
wifer than thofe who had gone betore him. His 
aniwer was, ‘* Your fire has not heat enough in ir 
st to make me defpond or renounce my opinion. J 
. folemnly {wear by the happy exit of my brothers, 

by the eternal deflru€tion of the tyrant, and the 
“glorious life of the pious, I will not renounce 
re their magnanimity. Invent and bring thy tor- 
‘ements, tyrant, and make the experiment whether 
on am noc a branch of the fame ftock, and ani- 

mated with the fame foul, as thofe whofe blood 
“thy impious hands have {pilt.”” Antiochus, on 
hearing thefe words, was fo exceffively en raged, that 
all the force of paflion was vifible in his counte- 
nance. Jie gave immediate orders to cut out his 
tongue ; whereupon he thus proceeded: “ You 
ef may deprive me of the inftrument of utterance ; 
“* but that God who feeth the heart, knows the in- 
: ward fenfations of the filenc. Flere is the mem- 
ber; you cannot, by this adét, deprive me of rea- 
. fon. O that I could lofe my lite by inches, to 
= fupport the caufe of religion.” Though you take 
* away the pneu, which chaunts the praifes of 

God, remember that his high hand will very foon 
“let its vengeance fall down upon your head.” 


© 
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CHAP. XI. 


Ofooner had this brother, exhaufled with pain 

and miferably mangled, finifhed his courfe. 
than the fifth fprang forward of his own accord, 
exclaiming, “© Prepare your torments: I am here 
«, ready to fuffer the worft you infli&. I come 
voluntarily to die in the caufe of virtue 3 and, by 
‘fa cruel cataftrophe, ro procure an endlets punifh- 
(, ment on you for the barbarities you have com- 
;, mitted on the bodies of my brothers. Mortal 
< ghemy to virtue, religion, and mankind, what 
‘have I done, wherein have I tranfereffed, to de- 
“* ferve this mercilefs trearment? Do we not wor- 
“< fhip the univerfal parent of nature according to 
“his own decrees ? Io we not aét in conformity to 
** the inftitution of his moft holy laws? Thefe are 
- things that ought to mect vith reward inftead of 

punifhmentr. 


While thefe words were in his mouth, the tor- 
mentors bound and dragged him to the wheel, to 
which faftening his knees with iron rings, they 
ftretched him round the engine, and then broke 

2 his 


495 


496 


FLAVIUS 


his joints. Being rilerably cortured in this man- 
ner, he thus fpoke in untpeakable anguifh: “ Ty- 
rant, thou doft us the greateft honour again{t thy 
inclination; for the glorious torments you inflict 
vpon us, only ferve to teilify an extraordinary zew. 
ter our laws and religion,” 


‘When he had borne teftimony to the truth of his 
religion, after che example of his heroic brothers, 
the fixth youth was brought before Antiochus, and 
being demanded, by the tyrant, whether he would 
accept deliverance in the terms aforementioned, re- 
jolutely anfwered, “* Itis true, indeed, Lam younger 
** than my brothers, but my mind is the fame with 
theirs. We had all of us the lame parents, and 
the fame inftructions, and it is but neceffary that 
we fhould all die alike for them; therefore if you 
are determined to put me to the torment on my 
““yefulal to eat, torment me.” Hercupon they 
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faltened him to the wheel, and having broken his 
bones, put fire under him. ‘Then the guards heated 
their fpears, and thruft them into his back and fides, 
till his very entrails were burnt up. In the midtt of 
thefe corments he exclaimed, ‘* O glorious conflict, 
** in which fo many brethren have engaged for the 
“fake of their religion, and all came off viéto- 
** sious; for a mind rightly informed of the truth, 
“Sand armed with tteady principles of virtue, muft 
“* tor ever be impregnable. I will accompany my 
“* brothers, and relying on my own probity as my 
** defence, now fubmicto death. But thou, tyrant, 
* mult not think to avoid a punifiment which your 
** cruelcies delerve;, for adeach, atrended with the 
“© mot dreadful of torments, hangs over your head. 
*° Six of us have baffled thy rage and malice. As 
** for your fire, it{vels cold to us; your tormenting 
** engines are sar from giving us pain; and all the 
** violence you can ule is fruiticis, and of no con- 
** fequence. For fo long as our jaw is fo nobly af 
** ferted, we retain a reafon that all the world and its 
** punifiiments cannot tubdue.” 


CHAP. AIL 
LIE fixth brother being difpatched at lafi, by 
being thrown into a boiling cauldron, the fe- 
venth, and youngett, appeared, whom, when the 
tyrant faw fettered and pinioned, and though fo im- 
placably outrageous againtt the reft of his brethren, 
his heart began to relent. Calling upon him, there- 
fore, to approach the tribunal, he endeavoured to 
Joothe hith with thefe words : 


** You fee what kind of deaths your brothers have 
undergone; but their dilobecience and contu- 
macy have been the fole means of all their tor- 
ments, and the crucities they have fuftained. 
Yet you, if you obey not my commands, {hall 
be expoled to the fame, nay, worle torments, and 
fo fuller an immature death: but if you comply 
with my defires, I will take you into the num- 
ber of my friends, you fhall have a confiderabic 
polt in my kingdom, and be a governor in the 
ikate.”? Not content with thele perfuations to rhe 
fon, he addrefled hinilelf to the mether, with teem- 
ing compaifion tor her lols, entreating her to pre- 
vail upon her child, in pity to her at dealt, co fave 
this {mall remnant of the family, and not to bring 
on her the affliction of having all her offspring fo 
fadly torn away atonce. But his mother, addreffing 
him in the Hebrew tongue, exhorted him to fufier, 
as we fhall thew in che fequel. Upon this he fud- 
denly exclaimed, ** Take olf my tetters, for I have 
jomething to communicate to the king, and all his 
friends.” The king and his nobles hearing the 
promife che youny man made, teemed greatly re- 
joiced, and his chains were immediately knocked 
off. “Paking the advantage of this circumflance, he 
“ thus exclaimed : 
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*Tmpious and curfed tyrant, have you no feurs 
nor apprehenfions in your mind, after having re- 
ceived at the hands of the Almigbry the kingdom 
and riches you enjoy, than to put to death bis fer- 
yants, and torment his worthippers 2? “ihele cru- 
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ject paffions than in thofe initances. 


JOSEPHUS 


*elties fhall be returned with an eternal punith. 
“* ment from the hands of the Divine vengeance, Js 
“* your conicience touched with no feruples, inhy. 
**man montter, chus to deprive of their tongues 
* thofe who fhare alike the fame nature and pat. 
fions with you, and who are born of the fame 
elements, and thus put innocent pertons to cruel 
torments, and take away their lives in the moft 
unmerciful and barbarcus manner ? ‘They haye 
undergone 2 glorious death, and fhewn how much 
their piety and obfervance was for the mainte. 
nance of the truc religion; whereas thou, impi- 
ous man, fhall be expoled to ills you little dream 
of, for taking away unjuftly the lives of thole 
who were worfhippers of he Supreme Being, 
For this reafon 1 will fuffer death, and, in my lalt 
pangs, diicover how much my defire was to fol- 
low the brave example of my brothers. J ber 
and entreat the God of my fathers that he would 
“* be propitious and merciful to our nation; but 
°* that he miay chaitife you while yeu live; andafter 
*¢ death, that your punifhment may be augmented.” 
Having finifhed this.addrefs, he threw himielt into 
the boiling cauldron, and to gave up the ghoit. 
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CHAP. XII 


Ey, ROM thefe particulars we have enumerated, ir 
i muft be confeffed that reafon, guided and fup- 
ported by religion, has power over the paffions, when 
we fee feven brothers in perfect agreement, and upon 
the fame principle, deipifing and vanquifhing the 
molt exquifite pains, andeven death idelf. Is it not 
manifett, that had chefe men been governed by their 
paffions, they had fubmitted to pollute themfelves 
with unlawful meats, refuled no condition to pro- 
cure eafe and fatety, and been totally fubdued ? But 
fince they combated thefe paffions by a judicious uiz 
of reafon, weare bound to acknowledge, with abun- 
dant praife to the holy martyrs who fuffered, that, 
as they defpiled the moft dreadful torments, fo rea- 
fon never more dilcovered its dominion over the jup- 
For as the 
moles and forts upon the fhere break all the force 
of the waves and weather, and render the harbour 
commodious and fafe to ride in, fo did this feven- 
fold fortification of reaton protect the harbour of 
piety from all the ttorms and boitterous inundations 
of paffion. 


How moving, how affeéting a fight was fuch a 
company, encouraging and alfifting each other in 
the exerciles of their piety, like the voices which 
contribute, every one by his diltinét part, comakeup 
a perfect melody? With fuch an harmony of hearts 
did they exclaim: “ Let us die like brethren in the 
** defence of our laws; let us imitate the brave ex- 
ample of the three Affyrian youths, avho defied 
the furnace of the king of Babylon, in fightingtor 
the caufe of virtue; let us never defpair, nor once 
be calt down. When religion and a good con- 
{cience are at ftake, ler us abandon all ignoble 
** fears, and act with becoming refolution.”’ no- 
ther daid, ** A ffume courage, my brother, and luber 
“all with an infurmountable bravery of mind.” 

. . . - cet Ip 
Others of them recognized ancient facts. Re- 
“© member whence you derive your origin, and whet 
*¢ gather Haac could tuffer in the caule of piety 
Then in general looking on each other with coun 
tenances lerene, and highly pleated, they exclaimed, 
‘© Let us chearfully contecrate our bodies to Gou: 
“© Juet_us pay him back the lives he lent us for ms, 
°° fervice, and devote thefe bodies to the defence of 
** his mott holy law. Why fhould we ftand in fear of 
** one who only feems to kill the body ? The only 
danger worthy of our dread is that of fouls 
abandoned to torments everlafting, which ce 
never be the fare of uch as keep and honour te 
truth. Jet us then arm ourielves with an hely 
fortitude, fo fhall Abraham, Ibac, and Jacob: 
ceive us when we die, and all our pious ancehos 
congratulate and applaud our conitancy.” 


: 1,4 f 

As they were dragged one by one to the place of 
execution, thofe whole turn was not yet come, ef 
couraged Uhvie that went before them, with aaa 
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to this purport: ‘* Brethren, do not difhonour uss 
“ nor clude the expectation of your brethren who 
“ have already fuffered death.” 

Thefe muft have been very engaging exhorta- 
tions; for none can be intenfible what charms, what 
powerful influence fo near a relation carries with it; 
what tender affeGLions the All-wife Providence hath 
jnfufed into theif hearts, who have derived their be- 
ing from the fame father and mother, been main- 
tained acone common table, converted perpetually 
together under the fame root, initrucied by the fame 
teachers, and initiated in che fame religion. Such. 
was the affection, fuch the cndearments, and, of 
courte, fuch were the weight and efficacy the admo- 
nitions and mutual encouragements of thefe feven 
brothers to one another; for they were brought up 
jn the fame faith, trained up in the exercife of the 
fume virtues, and the better men they were, the 
beiter they mutt love each other. Natural afice- 
tion is never fo happily improved as by periect 
agreement in goodnefs, and united zeal in the love 
and fervice of God. And as cach of thefe would 
love the reft more tenderly in proportion as he him- 
telf was more religious, fo would he neceffarily, in 
the fame proportion, and upon the fame account, be- 
come more worthy to be beloved by all the reft. 
sind yee we may obferve in this very cate, a mighty 
conquell of reafon over paffion; for though the bre- 
thren had all the tender concern that nature and 
blood, birth and education, acquaintance and per- 
tonal worth, could infpire them with, yet thefe mani- 
fold endearments were fo vanquifhed, and borne 
down when religion lay at flake, that, in a caute fo 
noble, the very tortures and deaths of their deareft 
relations gave a fenfible datistaction to thofe of the 
number who yet iurvived, and were the undaunted, 
nay, even pleated, fpectators of them. 


CHIAP. XIV. 
Pye pious and virtuous youths not only ex- 
cited one another to fuffer thele terrible con- 
flicts fo as to make them furmountall the pains they 
might be put to, but alfo were the caule chat their 
brothers, during their torments, bore every thing 
with aflonifhing refignation. Oh! minds more abfo- 
lute than the moft fovereign princes, and more free 
than liberty ictelf! Not one of them was oblerved to 
betray any fears, nor have any tcruples on the ap- 
proach of death, but all, as with one accord, run- 
mg the race of immortality, embraced death amidft 
their torments. As the hands and feet obey the mo- 
tions of the mind, and fo direét themfelves, even fo 
did thefe youths, from a motive of piety, confent to 
die in its caute. AAs the number of days in which the 
world was created give us the idea of God, and 
thew the perfection of his majetly and goodnels, fo 
do thefe moft renowned martyrs, by running the 
whole circle of pains and tortures, compofe one 
finifhed piece of conftancy and courage, and teach 
us that perfection of forcitude which banifhes the 
flavith fear of death. Buc alas! how far fhort of 
this pattern do we ttop! we, who cannot fo much as 
hear or read without trembling and amazement, 
what they not only heard, not only faw, but felt 
and bore without the Jeaft diforder of mind. 


Nor ought we to wonder that reafon in man 
fhould have this dominion over his paffions, when 
the ofa woman contemned more cruelties than 
thele, and of a different nature. lor the mother of 
tneie feven youths had fuch prefence of mind as to 
be a fpectator of the tortures her children endured. 
Refeét on the force of natural affection, how diffu- 
five to one’s offspring: nay, this we obferve in the 
brute creation, who have a tinéture of the fame kind 
cf affection and love for their young as mankind. 
But there is no neceffity for producing examples of 
brute animals te confirm this love for their young, 
when the very bees, at the time they are employed 
about making their honey, revenge themfelves on 
thote that approach them, and caule their tings to 
Co the office of fwords, and other military weapons, 
upon thofe that would attack their litele ones. 
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CHAP. XV. 
UT fo true a daughter of Abraham was the 
mother of thefe gallant youths, that even com. 
pation tor her own children could not breakin upon 
her duty. Such was her noble zeal, that, when two 
things were offered to her choice, religion and_ the 
prefent fatety, and great preferment of feven fons, 
fhe wilely gave the preference to the former, which 
leads co eternal life and happinefs. By what lan- 
guage fhall 1 deferibe thole tender paffions of pa- 
rents, that union of nature becween them and their 
children, which, in a wonderful manner, draws 
upon their offspring the fame lines and features of 
body, and imprefles the tame difpofitions of foul ? 
How can J reprefene the concern they teel for thele 
images and parts of themfelves, when in any man- 
ner of diftrefs? How efpecially thac of mothers, 
whole weaker minds, and natural excels of fondnets, 
render them {till more fentibly touched by what- 
ever affects their children, than fathers are wont or 
expected to be? ‘This mother was more under the 
influenceof fuch affection than mothers in common. 
Seven painful births had made as many additions to 
this love; and every time her travail was repeated. 
it was a trefh exerctie of it, a frefh and ftrong en- 
dearment towards all for whom the had endured the 
{amie pangs. 


But, notwichftanding all this, the fear and love of 
God overcame her concern for the prefent fafety and. 
advantage of her children. Never did fhe love them 
focenderly as when their iteady virtue, and conftancy 
in the truth, charmed her affections, and endeared 
them to her; for they werejuftand wile, temperate 
and magnanimous, affectionate to cach other, and. 
dutiful to their mother to that degree, that they even 
died in the caule of their law in obedience to her. 
Though the had fuch extraordinary reafons to love 
her fons, yet not all the exquifice pains and cruelties 
they were expoted to could once divert the opinion 
and refolution fhe had formed within her breatt, for 
fhe exhorted each of them fingly, and all of them 
together, not to decline any fufferings, or death, for 
the fake of religion. ‘hough fhe was an eye-wit- 
nefs to the torments inflicted on each of her fons, 
yet the caute of piccy engrofted her foul, and fhe {till 
maintained the fincerity of her intentions. Fer piety 
was fo frm, that it remained unchangeable by the 
horrid, the thrilling {pedtacle of her children being 
expofed to inconceivable tortures, Extraordinary 
mother! that fele greater pangs of forrow now than 
fhe ever experienced at bringing them into the 
world. Perfect pattern of piety!” Thou didft not 
utter a figh at feeing thine eldeft expire. The fe- 
cond giving up the ghoft amidft his torments could 
not draw a tear from thofe eyes ; nor could che third 
in his Jatt terrible moments, or any one of them in 
the midit of their torments. 


The fongs of Syrens, and thedying notes of fwans 
with all their bewitching and enchanting melody, 
were not fo perfualive to your ears as the laft ace 
cents of your fons in their expiring moments. When 
nature and affection pleaded {trongly with thee, and 
the pains and unparalleled fufferings of thy children 
added weight to their arguments, thou wouldeft not 
accept a fhort deliverance with guilt, but gaveft 
them up to death in profpeét of a more latting blifs. 
Thou didft thus approve thyfelf a true daughter 
of se ena an heirefs of all his faith and for. 
titude. 


Mother of our nation! protectrefs of our laws! 
bulwark of picty! more patient than man, andarmed 
with more fortitude to undergo difficulties ! the 
glory of thine own fex, and fuperior to ours! For as 
the ark of Noah, which then contained all the 
jurviving world, rode triumphant upon the waters 
of the general flood, fo thou, proteétrefs of the law 
toffed on every fide with the deluge of the paffions. 
and the torments of thy fons, as with the moft vio- 
lent ftorm, didft bravely bear up again{t the fierce- 
nefs of a dreadful tempetft. 

61 CHAP. 
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“** nace, 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 


CHAP. XVI. 


r j © return to the point at which I have been 

aiming ; if a woman, aged, and the mother 
ot feven fons, could not only fuftain the fight of 
thofe children expiring in tortures, in confideration 
of the caufe for which they fuffered and died, it is 
evident, beyond difpute, that reafon, fupported by 
religion, hath a power fuperior to our paffions. It 
has been abundantly proved, that not only men 
hhave overcome valt difficulties, but that a woman 
defpifed the moft exquifite pains. The lions among 
whom Daniel was thrown were not fo fierce, nor 
was the furnace of Mifhacl, though heated with the 
mott raging fires, fo hot as thofe violent paffions 


‘which natural affection and pity had kindled in her 


breaft, when fhe {aw feven fons fucceflively expire 
in agonies inexpreffible. Yet reafon and_religion 
quenched thefe fo furious and manifold affeétions. 


It is reafonable to fuppofe, that had this woman 
the leaft degree of pufillanimity in her compofition, 
fhe would have burlt out into lamentations fimilar 
to the following, ‘“* Miferable woman that I am, 
*¢ who having brought feven fons into the world, 
“am now parent of none! To_what purpofe, my 
“© fons, have I borne the many forrows I heave fut- 
* fered for you, andthe many folicitudes in bring. 
“ing you up? Beloved children, whofe faces I 
*€ fhall no more behold, nor rejoice in their mar- 
“riage and pofterity, nor have the much defired 
*« bleffing in being efteemed happy in any defcend- 
*© ants of the fecond and third generation. I once 
** was happy, happy above my neighbours, when 
*€ furrounded with feven comely children; but 
“now I am deprived of them, and left defolate ; 
“ nor have I a fon to pay me the laft duty of inter-, 
** ment.” 


The piety of this eminent woman difdained fuch 
complaints. She was fo far from defiring any of 
her children to live, that it would have been matter 
of grief to her had they not died as they did. She 
therefore befought them to fulfil her joy, and en- 
couraged them in dying for the caufe of religion, 
Noble matron! the ryrant was fubdued by thy per- 
feverance; and, both in thy words and adtions, thou 
haft approved thyfelf mighty ; for when thou wert 
apprehended with thy fons, and faw Eleazar put to 
the torture; thou ftood{t immoveable, and thus ad- 
dreffed them in the Hebrew language. 


““ My fons, you havea glorious conflict before 
* you, to which being called, that you may leave 
** your nation a teftimony of your faith and reli- 
“¢ gion, contend chearfully in defence of the laws 
“© of your country. It would derogate from your 
‘* charaéters, to fulfer an aged man to be expoted 
“¢ to the pains of the rack, while you fhrink, in the 
S¢ prime and vigour of youth, under the fame trials. 
“© Remember what lite is, from whom you derived 
“it, to whom you owe it, and that it is your indif- 
“ penfable duty to undergo every difficulty and 
** danger in the courfe of the religion of its grand 
“ author. For him did our father Abraham hatften 
“ ¢o facrifice his fon, the future parent of our na. 
“tion. Nor did thac fon tremble, or once recede, 
** when he faw a father’s hand, armed with a wea- 
*‘ non of death, uplifted to give the fatal f{troke, 
*¢ For how was pious Daniel caft a prey to hungry 
* lions, and the three children into the fiery fur- 
You, who are partakers of the fame faith, 
“© fhould not be difheartened, if you are made par- 
“* takers of the fame fufferings ; for it is moft daf- 
* tardly, in thofe who have a true fenfe Of religion, 
“to betray a pufillanimity, when called upon to 
* fuitain difficulties.” 


Thus did this matronexhort her feven fons, whom 
fhe enjoined rather to fuffer death than violate the 
divine law, efpecially when affuredly perfuaded that 
thofe who die in the caufe of God, fhall live with 


God, with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, and a) 
ie eeceedine patriarchs, in manfions of immortal 
11s. 


CHAP. XVII. 


'T is faid of this dauntlefs woman, that, after be. 
ing fcourged, and otherwife feverely tortured, } 

order of Antiochus, fhe finifhed her punifhment ae 

voluntarily throwing herlelf into the flames. 


Courageous matron ! thus defeating the tyranr’s 
rage, difappointing his internal f{chemes, and exert. 
ing amoit noble faith, proof againft all fhocks thar 
laboured to overturn it! Take comfort, therefore. 
thy patience is fupported by a firm reliance on the 
divine goodnefs, and a well grounded hope of future 
reward. The moon, encircled with her attendant 
ftars, fhines notfo bright in the firmamentrof heaven 
as doft thou, reflecting light upon, and receiving jt 
back again, from thy feven illuftrious fons, fixed in 
the celeftia] manfions, and honourable in the Divine 
prefence. Thy race defcended from the ftock of 
Abraham. Were we able to depict this act of piety 
in true and lively colours, our paffion fearcely could 
fuftain the mere reprefentation. Were a monument 
to be ereéted as a memorial by the nation to which 
they are fo great an honour, an infcription to the 
import of the following might become it. 


‘© Here lies a venerable prieft, an ancient mother, 
and feven gallant fons, cut off by the rage of 2 
tyrant, attempting, butin vain, to overthrow the 
Jewith coniticutions. Thefe brave champions 
itood in the gap, afferted the religion and rites of 
their country, committed themtelves and their 
caufe to God, and perfevered in defpite of tor- 
© ments and death.” 


ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
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ce 


The encounter was truly divine: virtue was the 
judge of the combat, and difpofer of the prize, 
and patience was the proof and exercife of it. To 
this the victory was to be adjudged, and immortal 
blifs was to be the reward of the conquerors. 


Eleazar was the firft champion; the mother of the 
feven fons made a glorious defence ; the brothers 
ftoutly fought; the tyrant was their adverfary, and 
the world were the witnefiés. Religion obtained the 
victory, and yielded the crown to her champions. 
Who but mult admire thelfe noble affertors of the 
divine law? Who but, on gazing on them, mutt 
{tand inamaze ? The tyrant himfelf, and the whole 
court, were {track with admiration at their fort- 
tude: but now they ftand at the throne of heaven, 
and enjoy a life of immortality. Mofes writes, 
“© All his faints are in thy hand: for thefe men, ® 
being devoted to God, are celebrated with immor-* 
tal renown. Nor was the benefit of their trials 
confined to their own perfons, but the blocd {hed 
upon this oceafion was accepted by divine juftice 
as a propitiatory facrifice, and delivered Lfrael from 
the oppreffion under which they groaned. 


Antiochus, confidering the extraordinary virtue 
and refolutions of thefe men, gave teftimony 
their magnanimity, and, by a public officer, pro- 
pounded it as a pattern worthy the imitation of his 
own foldiers. He enlifted many of the Hebrews into 
his fervice, and, by their valour, having fubdued kis 
enemies, becamean abfolute conqueror; learning, by 
experience, that religion infpires men with the cruelt 
courage; and that none are capable of ferving thei 
prince in wars, comparably to thofe undaunted con- 
temners of life, who dare to encounter torcures an 
death for the fake of God, and.a good conference. 


O fons of Ifracl! race of faithful Abraham ! Py 
obedience to this law , that reafon, affifted by re. 
gion, has dominion over the paffions, not only “t 
thofe which are called internal, but alfo exte!™ 
pains and troubles. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Zi SHUS did thefe heroes nobly fight and cong 
_nor did they overcomé death and torme 


. ~ > . Te- 
only, but the enemies alfo that inflicted BG 
tort 


On 


ftoring peace to their nation, and the obfervance of 
that long neglected law, the contempt whereof pro- 
voked the Almighty to fcourge the people with chat 
worlt of calamities, the tyrant Antiochus. But 
while he became an infirument of vengeance to 
others, he treafured more againit himfelf; for, when 
he found he could by no means force the Jews to 
embrace foreign cuitoms and rites, and abdicate 
their own, he departed from Jeruialem, and under- 
tovk an expedition againit che Perfians ; nor was it 
lony beiore the divine jutiice overtook him, and cut 
him cfF the face of the earth by ad molt miferable 
death. 


For duty to the memory of the pious mother, I 
add gnother exhortation fhe vave co her feven brave 
and virtuous fons. 


TILE 


“Twas long a chafte virgin, nor did I wander 
“from my father’s houfe. No feducer of youth 
“ corrupted me in the fields; nor dic I fall a prey 
“co the fubtle craftinefs of a betrayer. The prime 
“ of my lite T paft ia che ilridteft conjugal fidelity 
“to my hufband. When you, my children, were 
* crown up, your father died, happy in, the efteem 
“of all chacknew him. He had the fatisfaction of 
* being the parenc of dutitul tons, nor dic he fur- 
“vive the lofs of one of them. While he conti- 
“nued with you, he ufually inftrug¢ted you in the 
* knowledge of the law and the prophets, and fet 
“before you the renowned examples of patience 
“and fuflering virtue: Abel murdered by his own 
“ brother Cain, Haac defigned for a burnt offering, 
* Joleph imprifoned for his chaitity, and Phineas 
“* zealous for the divine law. He difplayed the vir- 
** cues of Ananias, Azarias, and Mifhael, and of Da- 





* Such of our Readers as are defirous of being acquainted 
with the Lives of the Martyrs, more particularly of thote 
who have foaled the “Truths of the Chriflian Religion with 
their Blood, are referred to 
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Containing an authentic and genuine LHiftorical Account of 
the various Perfecutions againtt the Chureh of Chrift in all 
Parts of the World, by Pagans, Papifls, Turks, Jews, and 
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he Perfecutions under the Arian Vandals. Che horrid 
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doms of the Waldenfes and Albigenfes in France, the Per- 
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in Bohemia and Lufatia, and the Martyrdoms in Italy. 
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niel caftintotheden of lions. He would frequently 
remind you of God’s prelerving providence by re- 
** peating trom Haiah, * When thou pafielt chrough 
** the waters J will be with thee, and when through 
“© the rivers they fhall notoverflow thee. Whenthou 
* walkelt through the fire thou fhalt not be burned, 
“neither fhall the fame kindle upon thee. lle 
“taught your infant tongues that fone of David, 
“ Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
“© Lord delivereth him out of themall,? and called 
‘S upon you to obferve that maxim of Solomon in 
*“ his Proverbs, ‘ ‘hat wifdom is 2 tree of life to 
“all that lay hold upon her.’ Nor did he forget 
“co teach thac divine hymn of Moles, ‘7 kill and 
“© T make alive:’ and again, what he pronounces 
“of the law, and the diligent oblfervers of it, 
““Tcis your lite, and through this thing ye fhall 
prolong your days.” 


ee 
cc 


O melancholy, or rather glorious day! when 
the mercilefs Grecian tyrant kindled his impious 
fires, prepared his cauldrons, and, withinfernal fury, 
dragged and bound to the engines of torture, andex- 
ercHed, with the mott excruciiting pains, che feven- 
told offspring of this daughter of Abraham! when 
he deprived them of their cyes, of their tongues, and 
put them to death with all the cruelties chat malice 
could invent! ‘Chele horrid barbarities were retali- 
ated on their perpetrators; while thofe fonsof Abra- 
ham, with their vi€torious mother, are tranflated to 
blifs unspeakable, admitted to the triumphant fo- 
ciety of their pious anceftors, and enjoy with them 
a glorious immortality in the vilion of that beatific 
Bemg whom they had to f; ithfully ferved, and to 
whom be afcribed all glory and praife, both now and 
for evermore. Amen.* 


eS . 





ce eee 
The fhoching Barhasities pra@ifed by the Inguifitions of 
Spain, Portusal, &e. and the Popiih Perfecutions of the 
Proteflants during the Matlacte. of Paris. A full Ac- 
count of all the Enelifh Martyrdoms, particularly thofe in 
the ‘Times of King Henry VIM. and Queen Mary. ‘Vhe 
Perfeeutions in Holland, Flanders, Scotland. &é The 
bloody Tvith Maffucre. ‘The Gun Powder Plots; and the 
horrid Confpiracies in 1678. ‘The Martyrdoms of the 
Miffionaries in Chinas; the Perfecutions in the Eaft Indies; 
the Barbarities exereifed in Americas; and the Crueltics 
praQifed on the Chriftians of Abyflinia and Georgia, 
The late Perfecution in France againgt the Calas Family, und 
many others too numerous to be here inferted. f 

With a Sketch of the Martyrdoms of the Faithful and 
Firtuonsin the firl Ages of the World; the Perfecutions of 
the Maccabees by the Greeks: of the Hebrews by the legyp- 
tians; and of the Children of Ifracl by the Philiftines, and 
other barbarous Nations. 











The Whole interl[perfed with Accounts of feveral fingular 
Judgments again{l Verfecutors, a great Varicty of original 
Ancedotes, and many curious Lives and Memoirs. Forming, 
at once, a complete Miflory of Perfer utious, and a Biography 
of Martyrs, Calculated t6 promote the Proteflant Religion 
expel Superflition, and give a pious and Chriftian Turn to 
the Mind. 





End of th Martyrvom of the Maccasets. 
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PREFACE of th AUTHOR. 


OW long will men, though advanced in 
years, entertain notions, and exhibit a con- 
duét in lite, incompatible almoft with the 
inexperienced youth? This can only be 

imputed to a reliance on fortune, and a deviation 
from the dictates of reafon and nature; the former 
being ever fickle and wavering, the latter unchange- 
able and permanent. In this manner we invert the 
order of things, eftimate uncertainties as certain- 
ties, andfoonthe contrary. The beft'reafon which 
can be affigned for fuch error is, that weak and 
short-fighted men are incapable of forming a judg- 
ment of what is to come, led away by things pre- 
fent, and influenced by a fallacious fenfe, rather 
than the conviétion of deliberate inveftigation. The 
eye, indeed, is a fit inftrument to receive fuch ob- 
jects as are near and confpicuous, but it is reafon 
that penetrates future and invifible things. This 
eye of the mind is clearer than that of the body, 
which is too frequently rendered dim by luxurious 
exceffts, or by ignorance, as the refult of indolence, 
and greater milchief of the two. 


Thefe our times, however, and the many remark- 
able events that have fallen out in them, are fuffi- 
cient to perfuade us to a belief of a Divine Provi- 
dence, a providence that takes particular care of 
the virtuous, and thofe efpecially who devote them- 
felves to the worfhip and fervice of the Almighty. 
Thefearethe people called, in Chaldee, Ifrael, which 
fignifies ** Seeing God;” a bleffing, in my opinion, 
more eftimable than the treafure of ten thoufand 
worlds. For if the afpect of feniors, if magiftrates, 
if parents, if precepts can excite in us an awe and 
reverence, and correct our manners and demeanour, 
how much more muft we fuppofe it contributes to- 
wards the perfection of virtue, to foar above vulgar 
minds, beyond all created beings, to the contem- 
plation of the great fource of all things, even that 
Supreme Being, who is the chiefeit good, and the 
chiefeft happinefs ? 


3 


The human mind cannot comprehend, norhuman 
language defcribe his excellencies : they cannot 
reach the perfeétions of the Deity, who is fupericr 
toevery thing. If the whole creation were butone 
tongue, it would fall fhort in declaring his atiri- 
butes, and difplaying his omnipotence in the crea 
tion of the world, his fovereignty in the difpofition 
of it, his wifdom in the order and government ct 
it, and his juftice, both towards good and bad, in 
the retribution of rewards and punifhments. 


Vengeance itfelf muft be ranked amongft the 
Divine benefits ; not only becaufe it is a partof the 
Divine law, and naturally reiults from a principle 
of rectitude, in the diftingtion of the good from the 
bad, but as it frequently brings offenders toa due 
fenfe of themfelves, and checks their progrefs in 
their enormities ; for it is an obvious maxim, that 
the punifhment of fome is often the reformation of 
many. : 


CHAP. f. 


The happy tate of the firft feven sonths reign f 
the emperor Caius Caligula, after the death f 
Tiberius. 


HE commencement of the reign of the ct 
f peror Caius Caligula affords an ample difplsy 
of the maxims advanced in the preface. Never did 
there prevail fuch profound peace and tranquillity 
throughout the whole empire. North, fouth, cal 
and weit, concentered in perfect harmony ; Greers 
and Barbarians, foldiers and burghers, living 
gether like brethren, in the mutual exchange o! 4 
neighbourly offices of friendfhip and commerce. * 
was a degree of felicity almoft incredible, for 3 
young prince to afcend the throne, netonly wit ule 
univerfal acclamations of the people, but the acc 
mulated poffeffion of whatever his heart could 
fire; fuch as treafure, both in money and pli, 
wrought and unwrought, as well for. ornament © 
convenience ; a mighty armament, military ae 


PHIL O’s 


val, and a revenue flowing, as it were, fon tne 
retual iouree 5 for he had the whole habitable eae 1 
under contribution. lis empire was bounded hy 
so rivers, the Euphrates and the Rhine; the latter 
rating Germany, and ozher barbarous LALIGUS 
mig termer Parthia, and the people inhabiting 
Sarmeua and Scychia, no more civilized than the 
Qacrinilas. 


From the eaft to the weft, as well upon the con- 
cinent as in the lands, prevaiied an univerial com- 
placency and joy. Lhe people of Rome performed a 
nerabuellivicy, and all Italy, with the provinces, 
thin Murope and Afia, partook of the diffutive 
bling: for if compleat happinets was enjoyed 
under the reign of any emperor, it was certainly 
under the prelent act this ume, when mankind did 
wot uciuate between bope and defpair, but had fure 
potleMion both of their public and private rights, 
and were bleded with a plenary indulgence of pre- 
pitious fortune. Vhroughout the city and towns, 
noihing was to be {een but aitars, viclins, facri- 
fico, garhinds, blithe and jocund alpects, nvu- 
fical pertormances, crouded theatres, banquets, and 
every dpecies of enterrainiment and paltime that 
could gratify the fentes.  “Lhere was no diitinétion 
between the rich and the poor, the lofty and hum- 
ble, the creditor and debtor, the mit erand flave, 
but ail promifcuoufly mixed together. Such, in fine, 
was the felicity of the times tor plenty and pleature, 
and the univerfal fatis(aclion ot perions and fami- 
lies, thac whac we find deleribed in the tabulous 
aecount of poets, concerning the Saturnian days 
ov old, now appeared to be verilied.  “Mhis was the 
happy fkate of things during the firtt feven nionths 
ot the reign of Caius. 













CHAP. IL 


The emperor falls into a defperate difeafe in the eighth 
month of his reign, Lo the general affliction of the pre- 
needs, which are afterwards as much rejoiced at his 


MECOwTY. 








ATUS, inthe eighth month of his reign, and in 
the career of his profperity, fell into a very 
acute diftemper ; for having quitted the temperate, 
aad contequently healthful, courieof life, he Jed un- 
dcr “Liberius, he addigied himtelf to every [pecies 
et luxury and diffipation, and purfued inordinate 
iratiiications to a degree of bettiality. He follow- 
ed, ina word, every corruptandienfual practice, thac 
contd tend to enervate both the mind and body ; 
audas health and ftrength were the attendants on 
timperance, fo were weaknels and difeale the con- 
senutants of debauchery and riot. 


tr was now about the beginning of autumn, at 
witch furene featon the returning fhips from all 
quarters are upon their voyage homeward bound, 
that isto fay fuch as do not winter in forcign parts. 
By this opportunity the news of the empcror’s in- 
dipofition was immediately dilperied; fo thata fud- 
ceva Jerrow and dejection fueceeded the late univer- 
fal content and joys for all the cities, towns, and 
houles, were filled with mourning and fadnels, anda 
gloomy atpedt. appeared in every place. ‘The pro- 
‘iices were feized with an indifpofition worfe than 
that ol the emperor, which was contined to the 
bods alone, but the other reached the mind. ‘Phey 
Were anxioufly apprchenfive of lofing not only the 
peace they enjoyed, but their lives, liberties, and 
chates, They feafonably recollected all the calami- 
tes that generally rofe up in the empire when de- 
Pfived oF tts prince, fuch as wars, depredations, de- 
vattations, banifhments, plunder, imprifonments, 
tears, dangers, and even death itlelf. The only 
mreitdy avainit this train of calamities, they ima- 
@Aed, was placed in the prelervation of the em- 
beror, 











Upon hearing, therefore, that his diftemper was 
lomewhar abated, (for nothing moves with fuch ye 
locity as Tame,) they feemed to enjoy an interval of 
happinels, which wasfoon diffufed to the farther fron- 
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tiers of the empire. All the cities were plealed with 
the tidings; though they retained theiranxicty, tit 
they received the welcome news of Crufar’s perfect 
recovery, which gave them as much joy as if the 
cale had been therrewn. ‘he inhabitants, borhon 
the continent and iflands, immediately returned 
to their mirth and teiliviey. Ie never was known, 


in the memory of man, that any nation or country 
demontlrated fuch a general and public rejoicing, 
for the recovery of their prince, as was feen, UpoOrL 
this occalion, throughout the wor ld, tor the fatety of 
Caius, when he was reftored to his former health. 
d 





Ieappeared like a momentary tranfition from Livave 
to focial Hfe, from deferts to political coumiuiat- 
tics, 416m contufion to orders and all this was ow- 
ing, as they thought, to the government and protec - 
tion ef a generous and righttul prince. But man - 
kind in general do not penetrate into the merits of 
caules, and therefore are pleated and rejoice without 
fullicient ground. 


Cira Pp. Ol. 
Caius gives proof of a depraved difpofitionin bis treat- 
went of young Tiberius. 


N avery fhort time the truth of the latt remark 
evidently appeared in the inftance of Caius, who, 
alter having® been celebrated for the profufion of 
his bounties and favours all over Ifurope and Afia, 
as the moft iNuftrious bencfactor toall glorious pur- 
poles, publicand private, degenerated intoa moniter 
of cruelty, and diicovered that he had been carry- 
ing on a icene of diffimulation. 


The lateempceror iV iberius had, by his fon Drufus, 
a grandion, called ‘Viberius, and another by Germa- 
nicus, called Caius, who fueceeded him on the Im- 
perial throne, Tle was reconimended by ‘Fiberius 
1 preference to the fucceflion, provided he fhould 
thew the fenfe he had of the obligation, in his re- 
fpeétful behaviour to his relative, whole father had 
been the elder fon. But it did not fatisfy Caius ro 
enjoy that by adoption, to which the other had a 
right by feniority; fo that moft barbarou fly, andun- 
gratefully, he caufed his near kinfnan, co-heir of 
the empire, and next fuecellor to Tiberius, to be put 
to death, under a pretext that he was engaged in a 
plot againfi his lite, of which, from his tender age, 
there was not the leatt room for {ulpicion. Indecd 
it was the opinion of many, that, if the youth had 
atttincd toa few years more, the emperor would 
have nominated him as his tuccefor s for he hada 
very particular reaton for being jealous of Caius. 
But he died before he put this delign into execution ; 
and Caius had recourfe to artificc, in order to de- 
prive his colleague of his common right, imagin- 
ing by this means to avoid cenfure. Uhe fcheme 
was thus executed : he firll fent for Tiberius, and 
then calling a council of his friends, addrefled them 
in words to this efleét : 


“* My intentions are to tender my love to this my 
; relation, in making him iy colleague in the em- 
“pire. But youth, alas! without experience, {lands 
in need of a governor itlelf, more than a commil- 
fion to govern others. If it were not for this dift 
ficulty, I fhould be happy in eafing mylelf of 
one part of the cares and troubles of my office 
over Jo many nations, by dividing the burthen, for 
tear of finking myfelf under the weight. Inthe 
mean ume let hiny depend upon me for protection 
and advice, not only as a 8overnor to his pupil, 
but as a father co his fon; which, for the future, 


fhall be our refpeétive denominations.” 


This addrefs wrought fo effectually upon the 
whole council, and the young prince himfelf, that 
the defign of the plot was ina Great meafure accom- 
plithed ; for, inftead of confirming the adoption 
and poflefing Tiberius of that to which he had a 
title, it made void that which was ranted him al. 
ready; fo that Caius was now left at liberty to treat 
his colleague in what manner he thought proper. 
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For the Roman law gives parents an abfolute autho- 
rity over their children, and the fapreme magiftrate 
an uncontroulable power over the people. Caius 
therefore, in order to gain his point, had only to de- 
clare ‘Liberius an enemy, and proceed againft him 
according to pleafure. ‘Chis, without ferupleof con- 
fcience, he did, either to his years or conlanguinity, 
or to his quality, as having been trained up by the 
emperor with a view of appointing him to the fuc- 
ceffion. 


It is reported that he commanded him to put an 
endtohisown life, ftriétly prohibiting many tribunes 
and centurions, who were prefent, to. aflilt in fo de- 
reftable an aét, as if he made a point of con{cience of 
not fpilling royal blood by a common hand. He was 
defirous of appearing tenacious of the laws, and 
covering his hypocrify with the mafk of fandtity. 
The royal youth, upon this, who had never feen a 
murder committed, nor had been trained up to the 
exercife of martial arms, as the fons of kings ge- 
nerally are in times of peace, offered his throat, to 
thole who approached him, but every one declining 
the office, he took a poinard himfelf, and afked 
where he fhould ftrike, to put an end to a wretched 
life; and, after receiving information, became his 
own executioner. ‘Thus died, at the inftance of a 
oe brother, the unfortunate and innocent T'1- 

erius. 


CHAP. Iv. 


Caius ungratefully puts Macro to death, to whom he 
owed bis life and fortune. 


HEN Caius had thus removed the firft and 
principal caule of his jealouly, and there re- 
mained no competitor for the difaffected party to 
fet up again{ft him, he prepared to make Macro the 
fecond facrifice, in which he evinced a moft cruel 
and ungrateful difpofition. Macro had rendered 
him many fignal fervices, not only after he had ob- 
tained the empire, (for it is the province of flatterers 
to fawn upon the great,) but alfo previous to his 
advancement; for he was deemed the chief inftru- 
ment that induced Tiberius to appoint him to the 
fucceffion. 


The late emperor, through years and experience, 
was well acquainted with mankind, and had faga- 
city to difcern the fprings and motives of human 
actions; nor was he lefs powerful than prudent. He 
was fenfibly touched with frequent fufpicions of 
Caius, and had too much reafon to think he was 
averfe to the whole family of Claudius; or if he 
had any tendernefs for his relations, it was for thofe 
only on the mother’s fide. 1 
apprehenfions for his grandfon, leit, being left in his 
minority, his life fhould prove but of fhort date. 
Nor did he look upon Caius as competent to fultain 
the weight of empire, being a man frothy and in- 
confiftent, without genius tor political rule, ora 
mind adapted to fublime purfuits. 


Macro, however, exerted his utmoit efforts to dif- 
poilefs the emperor of his prejudices, left their pre- 
valence fhould exclude Caius from the fucceffion. 
He would frequently infinuate to him what a defe- 
rence and veneration he had for his perfon and dig- 
nity ; and that he retained fo generous a friendfhi 
and ref{peét for his kinfman, that he would mot 
cordially yield the empire to himalone; adding, that 
his modeity and referve were unfortunately taken 
for want of fenfe and refolution. 


When he found that_the fpecious arguments he 
offered were of none cffeét, he made no feruple of 
covenanting for him, and being his iecurity, as he 
had fufficiently proved his loyalty to the Ca:fars, 
and particularly to Tiberius, to whom he had been 
of fingular fervice, in difcovering and fuppreffing 
the confpiracy of Scjanus. In fhort, he extolled 
Caius to the fkies, if defending him againft caules 
of fufpicion, and uncertain and dubious charges, 
may be deemed a commendation. Not to multi- 
ply words, he could not have done more for his 
nearcit relative than he did for Caius. Many pre- 


He hac therefore many * 


tend to fay that this extraordinary refpe&t was found 
ed on the feveral good offices which Caius rendered 
Macro, as he was at that time highly in cred: 
with the emperor. Others alledge that the wife of 
Macro, from a certain attachment to Caius, was 
conftantly imporcuning her hufband to efpoule his 
caufe; and it is well known that female folicitation 
is very powerful, and rarely fails of fuccefs, 


Macro, who had no fufpicion of difhonour, im. 
puted thefe blandifhments of his wifeto conjugal at. 
feétion, and was thereby fo tar impofed on, that he 
took his moftdeadly enemies for his fincereft friends, 
In confequence of this, as he was conicious to him. 
felf that he had been the means of preterving Caius 
at feveral times, he took his ufual liberty of coun. 
felling him openly, withous harbouring the leatt {uj. 
picions for his defign was, likea great matter, tomake 
his work perfeét and lafting, that it might not perifh 
through his own negligerice, or be deftroyed by 
others. For inftance, if at any time he faw him 
fleeping at an entertainment, he would take the tree- 
dom to awaken him, fecretly hinting, that it was 
neither decent or fafe, fince it expofed him to dan- 
ger. So likewile when at any time he fondly gazed 
at dancers, or betrayed a childifh imile at the riba)- 
dry of buffoons, or vocally accompanied mufical 
inftruments, he would ftrive to check him, by ad- 
monitory fuggeftions to the following purport: 


** Tt is not for you, Sire, to fee, hear, and gratify 
your lenfes, like other men; butyouare now toad- 
vance yourfeli as much above the reft of the world 
in the dignity of your mind, ‘as in the elevation 
of your perfon. For what can be more incon- 
gruous than for the mafter of the world to en- 
tertain himfelf with the amufements of finging, 
dancing, infipid jefting, and other trifles of that 
kind 2? Whereas it is his part, in all cafes, times, 
and places, to uphold the majefty of an imperial 
prince, as a fhepherd fet_over the whole flock, 
and aggrandize his character daily. 


an 
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“© When you are at the circus, the theatre, or any 
other public fpectacle, you are not fo much to at- 
tend the thing in icfelf, as che pains taken to form 
the entertainment, and to reafon the matter thus: 
if people take fuch care and pains to pleafe fpec- 
tators, without any benefit to mankind, purely 
for popular applaule, and at laft reckon it as am- 
ple reward to carry the caufe with credit, what 
thall we expeét from the profeffion of a much 
more excellent art? ‘That is, the art of govern- 
ment, which provides for tillage, planting, na- 
vigation, and the fecurity of commerce, in the 
-eftablifhment of a reciprocal exchange of com- 
modities all over the provinces for the fupply one 
of another. Some perions and places have, indecd, 
been tainted with a venomous envy for this falu- 
tary provifion and agreement; but the malignity 
never went fo far, however, as to poifon the whole 
world, nor the greater part of it; here and there 
aman, or a family, or, perhaps, a city or two, 
might be concerned, but for whole countries, oF 
nations, there has been nothing of ir; efpecially 
* fince your illuftrious family has had the adminit- 
tration of the government. The moniters that 
formerly had the confidence to domineer In the 
very hearts of the towns, are now glad to fhifc 
* for themlelves, like wild beafts, into caves, and 
hiding places, and have left us, in exchange, 4 
beneficial intercourfe of correfpondence with all 
“* quarters of the earth; which is all fubjected en- 
tirely to your good pleafure and conduct. This 
empire, in fine, looks like a mighty fhip, and your- 
felt, by Providence, fet at the helm, where you are 
left anfwerable for the fafety of the veffel, as you 
“ tender the good of mankind. Wherefore be jure 
to have care of it, and make it the bufinels ane. 
pleafure of your life to promote the happinels ot 

your people. Private perfons may do many g0% 

offices among themfelves, fome one way, 4g 

fome another, both public and private; but lt 
is from the bounty and wifdem of the prince 
alone, that the people can ever pretend ro be free 
and ealy. He muit have an open hand, and a 
** exEant Cue 
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“ expanded foul, and no bar to his liberality, but 

« what fhall be found neceffary fora referve, to an- 
. 2 

“ twer all che ends and chances of government. 


Thus did this unfortunate counfellor endeavour 
to work upon the mind of Caius; bur all in vain; 
for his admonitions were not only fcornfully re- 
jected, but he was freq uently reproached with taunts 
‘to the following effect: 


« Ffere comes my preceptor; but, I thank my 
“ {tars for it, Lam outof my wardfhip. He fers up 
“ tor my matter; but Iam patt my childhood, fo 
“ ikewife am a monicor that underttands the world 
“better than himfelf. The pedane takes upon 
“him cto infkrué an emperor how to behave him- 
“ felf cowards his fubjects, and an emperor who un- 
“ dgerflands all the arts of court politics much bet- 
“ter than he can pretend to. ‘Chis man has the 
& vanicy to act the part of my malter ; bucI would, 
« willingly know where he learnt that fkill himielt 
“ thatT want? Alas! I have been trained up, from 
¢ my cradle, to the myfleries of {tate under a variety 
“of tutors; asfathers, brothers, uncles, coufins, 
“ orand-fathers, and great grand-fathers, befides a 
“ Continued fucceffion of fo many great princes in 
“arighe line, both by father and mother; to fay 
“ nothing of the feeds of royal virtues, that fhew 
“ themlelves commonly in the forming of a gover- 
“nor, For as children often refemble their pa- 
© rents, not in face and manners only, but in their 
“ very motions, humours, habits, and geftures, fo 
“ does nature infufe royal abilities into the very 
“veins of a governor. And flail an idiot take 
“upon him now to inftruét me in the myfteries of 
“on are that I brought into the world with me ? 
“Yer an obfcure, mean wretch tutors me upon a 
 fubject of which he knows nothing himielf.” 


In this manner_did Caius alienate himf{elf from 
Macro, devifing falfhoods to_lay to his charge, and 
cloaking them over with che femblanceof the truth. 
While he was deliberating on this matter, he availed 
himfelf of certain expreffions that Macro had ut- 
tered as the ground of an accufation. They were 
thele. 


“Caius is a man of my preferring, and more 
“ obliged to me for what he is, than to his very fa- 
“ther It was my intereft that not only once, but 
“ thrice, refeucd him frem the rage of ‘Viberius, 
“when he would have puc him to death. After 
* thedeath of Tiberius, when the precorian bands 
“were under my command, I gave up my guards 
“into his hands, with this admonitory precaution, 
“that the empire could never be fafe and entire, 


“but in the hands of afingle perfon. 


‘This was not only true beyond contradi€tion, but 
believed by many who heard it, as they were not ac- 
quainted wich che mutable and inconftant temper of 
Caius, and of that diffimulation and hypocrify of 
which’he was matter. JJowever, not many days 
after this, the unfortunate Macro and his wite were 
removed outof the way, to gratify the ambition and 
barbarity of Caius. Sad recompence for loyalty and 
affection in the extreme! It is beyond difpute that 
Macro, who, with fedulous endeavours, itrove firft 
to furve Caius, and then caufed the empire to be 
veltcd in him alone, received this reward for his 
puns. Tt was reported that the unhappy man and 
his wife were forced to lay violent hands on them- 
ielves, notwithftanding the former attachment of 
Cxular to the latter; but the fallies of unlawful paf- 
Nuns are irregular and unaccountable. 
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CHAP. VY. 


one 


aveerdelly of Caius towards Syllanus, bis falber-in-law, 
and feveral others. 


Wyvy 7 . . . . 
SAPHEN this treacherous prince had rid himfelf 
Ate of the danger of a competitor, and taken off 
“4acro and all his domettics, he turned his mind to 
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a third exploit, in the conduct of which he had re- 
courte to deeper ftraragem chan that of the two 
former. Fle had a father-in-law, named Marcus 
Sylanus, a perton brave in arms, and of Hluitrious 
deicent, who, though his daughter was inatched 
away by an untimely death, paid Caius the fame 
refpect as before, not doubting of a reciprocal re- 
turn; but he cherifhed hopes that proved vain and 
fallacious in the end. 


SyNanus, being a man frank and open in his tem- 
per, would frequently introduce the topics of mo- 
rals and politics, as the offices and functions of a 
prince, and the meatures of government and good 
order. He often admonifhed him upon thefe points, 
with a freedom becoming his quality and ftation : 
befides, the death of his daughter being freth in his 
memory, the fenfe of the affinity he thought could 
not be to foon forgotten. But che emperor inter- 
preted this friendly counfel as reproach, and looked 
upon it as adifhonour done him, for any man to 
arrogate a degree of prudence, temperance, forti- 
tude, or juftice, fuperior to himielf; fo that he 
conceived an averfion to Syllanus, as he had done 
to other inftructors, and conlidered him as his pro- 
feffedenemy. He fuppofed him a main obftacle to 
the purfuit of his inordinate defires,; and therefore, 
ina fitof outrage, bid a final adieu to the memory 
of his deceafed wite, and followed the barbarity with 
a treacherous practice upon the lite of her father, 
tho’ one of the moft refpectable of his time. ‘The 
tame of this murder, and others little lefs con- 
fiderable that followed upon ir, {truck the whole 
world with horror and indignation; but fear re- 
{trained open reprobation, while every one main-~ 
tained their own private opinion. 


_The common people, however, whofe minds are 
given to change both in point of words and actions, 
could fcarcely be brought to believe it poffible, that 
a prince, who was Jo humane, candid, and generous, 
oneday, could prove fo mercilefs, falfe, and bloody, 
thenext, and therefore took upon them the juftifica- 
tion of his conduct, and urged, in his defence, the 
equity of the caufe. They ftated, that, as to Ti- 
berius his co-hcir, the law of narure would not ad- 
mit of a partner in fovereignty; that it was only an 
act of prevention to take away the life of a man 
who would have flain him, had it been in his power; 
that it could not have been fo juftly termed homi- 
cide, as a favour of Divine Providence, in remov- 
ing ‘Tiberius for the common good of mankind, to 
prevent them from being divided into parties, and 
to efcape as well foreign as civil wars, that mighr 
follow thereupon; fornothing is more defirablethan 
tranquillity and peace ; that peace was the refule of 
good government, that is, a government where no 
competitions are cncouraged by any divifions of the 
prince. 


Their opinion refpeéting Macro was, that he had 
become immoderately ambitious, having banifhed 
from his mind the Delphic oracle, which cnjoins 
every one to know himfelf, and would have been the 
fource of his happinefs, had he not defeated it by his 
inattentions and non-compliance; that it was un- 
becoming a man to arrogate the part of the prince, 
or ftrive to reduce the emperor Caius toa level with 
himfelf ; and that it was the JON ERC) AILS province to 
command, the fubjeé&ts to obey. In this manner 
did fome illiterate people defcant upon wholefome 
counfels and admonitions, either owing to their 
refentment, or want of knowledge to diftinguifh 
things, and trace cffects from their truc caufe. 


Syllanus, inthe mean time, was not free from the 
cenfure of the envious, who infinuated, that it was 
abfurd in him to fuppofe or pretend, that a father-~ 
in-law was vefted with as much authority over his 
fon as a real father; that private citizens, on their 
fons being advanced to dignified ftations, made no 
feruple of giving them the precedence ; that Sylla- 
nus difcovered grofs fimplicity and ignorance in in- 
termeddling with affairs chat by no means concerned 
him, not having fenfe co know that his affinity to 
the emperor expired with his daughter; for though 
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marriage conncéts families for a time, the alliance 
is diffulved by death. 


Thefe obfervations were handed about to fave the 
emperor’s credit as much as poflible; for the public 
having;a fixed opinion of his humanity and probity, 
could not be induced to believe that a total reverie 
of chara¢ter could fo fuddenly be produced. 


CHAP. VI. 
The excefize ambition of Caius in arrogating Divine 
bouours. 


AVING thus gained his point, in the difputes 

. abovementioned, againit three principal partics, 
and obtained victories over citizens of cqueftrian 
and fenatorial dignity, and another over one of his 
own family, Caius fuppoted that the mott power- 
ful being removed out of the way, he fhould be- 
come formidable to allaround him. Such, indeed, 
was his ambition and arrogance, that he could no 
longer contain himielf within any bounds, or even 
the limits of human nature, but afpired to Divine 
honours, and was for tranflating the emperor into a 
demi-god. ‘The ground of his whimiical pretence 
was, * that, as the matter of other flocks, fuch as 
fhepherds, herdimen, and the like, are of a more ex- 
cellent nature than the beafts, fo the fupreme go- 
vernor of men in fociety ought to be etteemed far 
more elevated than the feale of human nature, and 
admitted to rank with the gods.” 


On his firft embracing this opinion, like a man in- 
fatuated, he grafped at a romantic tale inftead of a 
true one. Ac length, having ventured to publifh 
his contecration, he procecds farther, and afcended 
by certain gradations. At firft he emulated the 
demi-gods, as Bacchus, Hercules, Caftor, Tropho- 
nius, Amphiarus, Amphilocus, and the like. Upon 
this he was continually changing character and 
drefs, like the mimic in the dramatic fcene. At one 
time he would perfonate Hercules, with his club 
and lion’s fkin, at another he would affume a mar- 
tial bonnet, and reprefent Cattor. Sometimes he 
would appear ina fawn’s fkin, and a thyrfus wrapt 
inivy, inimitationof Bacchus. But he referved to 
hinvelf this peculiar privilege, that, whereas his 
fellow demi-gods were content with the honours and 
ceremonies refpectively appropriated to them feve- 
rally _confidered,’ Caius engrofied them all to him- 
felt; in order that he might foar above thofe whom 
he envied. 


But what excited the admiration of his followers 
was his extraordinary adroitnefs in metamorphofis; 
not that he had three bodies, like Geryon, but his 
transforming one body into to many fhapes, like 
Proteus, whom Flonicr introduced as turning him- 
felf into a variety of appearances, fuch as elements, 
animals, and rivers. 


But whercfore, O Caius, do you aflume the 
figures and trophies of thofe images, without imi- 
tating, the virtues that are refpectively afcribed to 
them? Uhe labours and hazards of Itercules were 
all employed for the good of mankind, in deliver- 
ing the world, both at fea and land, from the mon- 
iters chat infefted it. Bacchus cultivated the vine, 
and extracted a cordial drink, in the juice of the 
grape, that chears both the body and mind. It fub- 
dues our cares, and foothes our misfortunes, Wine 
recreates the health, and makes us more active and 
valiant. 1t is of Singular advantage to private per- 
fons, families, and cities; and achearful cup is buta 
tranfition trom labour to reft. The Greeks and bar- 
barians introduced it to crown their feftivals, which 
aloe it would have been languid, dull, and fpi- 
riticts. 


Of the twins of Jupiter, Caftorand Pollux, it is 
reported that the one gave immortality to the other. 
For as the one was born fubject to mortality, and 
the other immortal, he whofe condition was the hap- 
pier, chole rather to difpenfe with his privilege than 
not difcever his love to his brother. Accordingly 
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he devifed an expedient to compound the difficulty 
which was by dividing the immortality and mortalire 
of the two brothers equally betwixt them, and Beane 
two different natures upon the fame balis of equity 
and reafon, And this is the very fountain and pane 
of all juftice. ° 


Thefe worthies having diftinguifhed themfelves 
by their good offices, as the friends of mankind? 
were upon that {core held in profound admiration’ 
and deemed worthy of divine honours. But with Ten 
ipeét to Caius, it may be afked, what great or goud 
aét he ever performed to entitle him to the honours 
of a demi-god? To begin with Caitor. Inflead of 
emulating the heroic bravery of fo generous a friend 
and brother, he put to death his brother and co-heir « 
in the flower of his age, and condemned his fitter to 
banifhinenc to fecure his ufurpation. What has he 
done after the example of Bacchus? Lias he pro- 
duced any invention beneficial to the community ? 
Was he diffufed, with Bacchus joy and gtadnels? 
Do Europe and Affa partake of his munificence ? 
Inventions he has, indeed, difcovered, but {uch as 
like an epidemical peftilence, turn joy into mourn. 
ing, and render mankind weary of their lives. He 
ranfacked the eaft and weft, and all the other re- 
gions extending north and fouth, for their choicett 
commodities, to fatisfy his unbounded avarice, which 
he returned by taxes and impofts, to make the bur- 
den of the oppreffion intolerable. So much for the 
imitation of Bacchus. 


In like manner did he exhibit a noble portrait of 
Hercules, by the valiant and indefatigable atchieve- 
ments of his arm, by his wholefome laws, upright 
determinations, by a plentiful increate of the fruits 
of the earth, wherewith he blefed the iflands and 
the continent ? Might we not rather exclaim, indo- 
lent, pufillanimous morcal! who expelled peace and 
tranquillity from his cities, and rendered the inha- 
bitants mutinous and feditious ! 


Was Caius defirous of being ftiled a god for the 
abominations and deftructions which he brought 
upon his fubjeéts in general, and that they might 
be perpetual? I mutt differ in opinion, perfaaded 
that if he had been admitted to ranks with the guds, 
his finifter and perverle views would have Joon de- 
jected him to a level with mortality. If divinity is 
the confequence of excelling in virtue, it follows 
that mortality refults from being notorious in vice: 
he could not therefore pretend to the friendfhip that 
fubfifted between the fons of Jove, who was both 
an homicide and fratricide. Nor could he pariake 
of the excellent nature cither of Hercules or Bac. 
chus, who diftinguifhed themfelves by their good 
offices; whereas he acted in contradiction to every 
principle of honour and virtue, 


CHAP. 


” . : : . . aye, oh 

The vanity and arrogance of Cains increafe, infomue 
that be afpires toa more exalted rank amoungft the 
gods of antiquity, 


VII. 


AIUS at length was actuated by fuch a degree 
XS of infatuation, that, not content with enters 
into .a competition with demi-gods, he proceeded to 
rival thofe of an higher clafs, as Apollo, Mars, and 
Mercury. He imitated the latter, by affuming an 
elegant mantle, acaduceus in his hand, and binding 
winged bufkins on his feet. Elaving laid afice 
thefé ornaments, he perfonated Apollo, encircling 
his temples witha radiant crown, holding a bow any 
quiver in his left hand, and the graces in his rights 
intimating that we fhould be forward in doing g00 
offices. 


Next to this he inficuted dances for the fingins 


: c ‘ tine 
of Preans to him who juit before was reprefentinS 


Bacchus: for whenever he affumed the habit of this 
gud, they called him Itvius, Libes, and Lycaus 
Several times he appeared with a breaft-plate, 
helmet, a fhield, and advanced in a pompous mail- 
ner, with a fabre drawn, in imitation of Mars. OF 
each fide he had a band of homicides, or ae 
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called Salii, ready to, execute any cruelty he en- 
joined them, and gratify his favage difpofition, that 
delighted in blood. By thele horrid fpectacles he 
{truck terror into the people, who were furprized 
thac he fhould affume the honours of thofe whofe 
virtues he defpifed, and content himfelf only with 
theirenfigns; though.thefe outward habilimentsare 
annexed to the images as intimations of the bounty 
and goodnefs of the gods to thofe that truly love and 
fear them. For example, to what purpofe is Mer- 
cury reprefented with winged bufkins? becaufe, be- 
ing the meffenger or ambafiador of the gods, (whence 
he has a Greek appellation that denotes the fame,) 
he is prodigioufly fwift, and borne along with ex- 
panded wings, and furprizing rapidity. He is alfo 
depi€ted with a caduceus, which is the badge of a 
conciliator or peace-maker: for ic is the herald that 
determines war, either by ftriking peace, or making 
treaties: if thefe means were not admitted, there 
would be no end put to the hoftilities of jarring 
princes, and injuries and infults would be continued 
to be committed without controul. 


What could be the defign of Caius in putting on 
the winged bufkins ? Was it co publifh the depra- 
vity of his principles and conduct throughout all 
the provinces of theempire ? A fcandal that, on the 
contrary, fhould have been buried in filence. Nor 
was there a neceflity tor this rapid courfe; becaule, 
had he not remained upon one [pot, he would have 
soured mifchiefs upon mankind, as it were, ina de- 
Vige Why affume the caduceus, that emblem of 
peace, when he was con{tantly raifing feuds and 
animofities, and filled every city, Grecian and bar- 
barian, with inteftine fedition, and civil difcord ? 
Away then_with every claim to the character of 
Mercury. Let us now confider in what inftance he 
refembles Apollo. 

He wears, it istrue, aradiant crown, the rays of 
which, reprefenting thofe of the fun, are beauti- 
fully imitated by the artift, as if either the fun, or 
a general light, pleafed him much better than the 
night, and the thickeft darkneis, to perpetrate his 
horrid defigns in. Honeft and virtuous actions 
{tand in need of the noon-day to render them con- 
fpicuous, but bafe and finifter practices, that will 
not ftand the teft, require the thickeft darknefs to 
cover them. Let them, therefore, be condemned 
to the regions of Tartarus, and_never fee the light. 
Lhe enfigns he might tranfpofe with the greatett 
propriety, putting the bow and quiver into his 
right hand, that he may ftrike with fure aim at 
men, women, children, cities, and families, accord- 
ing to cuftom, and the Graces into his lett, unlefs 
he had rather fcatter them entirely ; for it is plainly 
evident he does but abufe them, in coveting the 
pofleflions of other people, and, after having frip- 
ped the owners, putting rhem to death; bringing 
this calamity upon them becaufe they were rich. 
‘As to Apollo’s medicinal quality, he manifeftly in- 
verts it; for that god was the inventor of falutary 
remedies, and fo well difpofed, that he was always 
ready to heal thofe diforders of which others had 
been the caufe. 

Caius, on the contrary, brought difeafes on thofe 
that were well, mutilations on thofe that were found; 
and infli€ted death, with his own hand, on the living, 
before nature had determined their time. He made 
diligent fearch after feveral forts of poifons, where- 
by, had not the divine juftice prevented him, all the 
beit and moit virtuous men in every city, under his 
dominion, had certainly been deftroyed. This dam- 
Nable preparation was defigned for the noble and 
Wealthier fort, chiefly the Italians,-and thofe with. 
in the metropolis, as there was more gold and filver 
hoarded up within that compafs of ground, than in 
the whole world befide. ‘I'herefore he made his 
©wn country the point to aim at, and fhewed him- 
felf the fcourge, the plague, and the deftruétion of 
his tubjeéts, 

Apollo was likewife as famous for his prophetic 
mind as his medicinal knowledge, but all his en- 
dowments were applied to the benefit of mankind. 
By his oracles he direéted the doubtful, who were 
mn wane of taking good for evil, and kept them 
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from wavering, or deviating into the paths of error. 
Nay, his foreknowiedge of future events was fo cer- 
tain, that men placed an implicit reliance on the re- 
fult of their confultations. 


If we oppote to thefe the frivolous oracles of 
Caius, which prognoiticated infamy, confilcations, 
exile, and death, to all men of rank and meric, what 
affinity will they appear to bear to thole of che true 
Apollo? Away then with thele falle Paans made to 
imitate thole that are genuine; for if che adultera-- 
tion of coin be deemed criminal, it is much more 
fo co proiticute divine honours. 


But nothing could be more ludicrousor contemp- 
tible, than fora body and mind, fo enervate and ef- 
feminate, torival che ftrength and fortitudeot Mars, 
and endeavour to impote on the fpectators by vari- 
ous and fingularappearances, asthe mimicdoes upon 
the ftage. We are ‘no itrangers to the courage of 
Mars. I fpeak not of the fabulous déity, but of that 
by which we underttand natural fortitude, exerted 
in behalf of the innocent and oppreffed, as is evinced 
from the original Greck word, which fignifies zo 
help. Mars has two names : one of them imports i 
lover of peace, fo far as it conduces to the good of 
the public; and the other a fricnd to war, that is 
fure to be attended with bloodfhed and confufion. 


Cr AP. VIUI. 


ryranuny of Caius towards the Jews for refujing to pay 
him divine honours. 


T_has been rendered fufficiently apparent that 
Caius had no pretence to rank amongft the gods, 
either fuperior or inferior, as there was no kind of 
affinity betwixt them, either in nature or effence, in 
inclination or manners. Our defires are often di- 
rected by a blind fatality, efpecially when ambition, 
and an unbounded liberty, are annexed to them; and 
this was formerly the ruin of our nation. The Jews 
were the only people that raifed fufpicions in the 
mind of Caius, as molt refolute in obfiruéting his 
defign, becaufe they had been taught, from their 
infancy, by their parents and preceptors, and chiefly 
by their divine laws, that there was but one God, 
the Father and Creator of the Univerfe. The relt 
of the world, though under terrible apprehenfions 
for the confequence of his proceedings, were obliged 
to join the general voice, in extolling that ambitious 
mortal to the very fkies. 


Some introduced the manners and cuftoms of the 
barbarians into Italy, by which the Roman worfhip 
and rites were much corrupted. ‘The nation of the 
Jews, infact, was the only one that lay under fufpi- 
cion of oppofing the deity of this fantaftical empe- 
ror. “Phey were known to have refigned themfelves 
voluntarily to death, as if ic were but entering 
upon a ftate of immortality, rather than fuffer an 
infringement upon the leaft article of the rites of 
their country. Becaule, as we obferve in buildings, 
if one part be wanting, though the reft may feem 
to ftand firm, yet time will moulder it by degrees, 
till ic falls to pieces. 


_ The point in queftion was no trifle, but of the 
higheft tmportance : for a man, born mortal, to en- 
deavour to metamorphofe himfclf into the form of 
an immortal God, is an impiety than which nothing 
can_ be more execrable. It opens an inlet to the 
moft enormous crimes, as infidelity and ingratitude 
to the univerlal benefactor, who amply diftributes 
his bounties to the whole race of mankind. This 
was the caufe that involved our nation in fo deftruc- 
tive a war; for what greater misfortune can befal 
a fervant, than to be fubjeét to a matter who is his 
avowed and profefied enemy? Subjeéts are the fer- 
vants of emperors; and a mild and lawful govern. 
ment is the happinefs of mankind. But the govern- 
ment of Caius rendered the condition of his fub- 
jects infupportable. He was a prince without hu- 
manity, who knew no other law than his own will 
and abrogated all other provifions as fuperfluous. 
Of all people under the fun, the {tare of the Jews 
was moit defperate, under the arbitrary fway of 4 
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monfter of tyranny, inftead of the father of his 
people. 


Cl aAP. IX. 


The horrid cutrage of the Alexandrians againft the 
Feaws, upon the accafion of the perfecution of Caius. 
7EN the tumultuous and feditious people of 
Alexandria had notice of the rigorous pro- 
ceedings of Caius towards the Jews, they imme- 
diately took advantage of the opportunity of exe- 
cuting a long meditated revenge. Had the empe- 
ror permitted, oF given exprels orders for, their vio- 
lent procecdlings, We could not have been more cx- 
pofed to their rage and fury, or, by the right of 
war, been more reduced to their power. They maf- 
{acred us with relentlels cruelty ; broke into houtes, 
turned men, women, and children outof doors, and 
plundered and carried off all effeéts of value. This 
they did nor after the manner of thieves in the night, 
who agt under the apprehenfion of being deteéted 
and brought to jutice, but committed their depre- 
dations inthe very face of the fun, boafting of what 
they had done, and cxpofing their plunder with as 
much confidence as if it had been their legal pro- 
perty. Nay, they formed themfelves in bands and 
companies, who fharecdl in the booty, and divided 
the {poil in the market-place, while the proprietors 
looked on, and were groisly reviled and infulted. 


Tt was certainly a hardfhip in the extreme for men 
of rank and property, who lived in affluence, to be 
turned outof their habitations, and expoled to want, 
and thar without a moments warning, or the leat 
default on their fide, But no conlideration had 
weight with thole milcreants, who perfifled in their 
outrages, and were more crue] and rapacious than 
che moft favageé or the brute creation. 


Thefe calamities, however, are more tolerable 
than thole which will appear in the fequel; for 
they forced, out of every Corner of the city, thou- 
{ands of men, Women, and children, like fo many 
theep, into a narrow place, refembling a cave, mak- 
ing no doube of finding them, within a few days, 
a pile of carcales, for want of food or breath, the 
place being clole and fmothering, and the air taint- 
ed with the frequent retpirations of fo great a con- 
courle of people. ‘Thele miferable wretches, when 
they could no longer fultain the hardfhips to which 
they were expoled from hunger and suffocation, be- 
took themicives’fome towards the fea-fide, others 
to remote burying-places, ail defirous of a Hittle 
pure and wholelome ar. ‘Vhote who were found 
remaining behind in other parts of the city, or ig- 
nurant of the calamities that threatened them, ap- 
peared abroad, and were unmercifully treated, either 
wounded with ftones, or beaten to death with clubs. 
A few out of the number, who were pent up ina 
narrow corner of the Clty, were belet with ipies, 
who watched narrowly that none of them privately 
made their efeape, which was naturally to be ex- 
peéted , not Jo much for their own fakes, as to fave 
their families from perithing by hunger. The Alex- 
andrians kept a {trict guard upon that quarter, to 
prevent their getting wily 3 and as many as they in- 
tercepted, they tirlt put to the torture, and then to 
death, with all the rage and cruelty imaginable. 


There was another party of them that lay in am- 
bufh about the pores Of the river for the Jewith 
merehants, Whole ¢ fleets they cook away in the fight 
of the owners, and chen mating piles of the planks 
ot their vellels, burnt mitny to death. Others were 
burnt inthe, midibof the city alter a moft miterable 
manner. ‘Ubere being ho dry wood to be found, 
they brouylit branches thar were green and in fap, 
and havingy let thete on a flame, the poor wretches 
were throw) la, anal endured greater torments from 
the finoke than the fire, becaule, fromthe ereennels 
of the matter, a thick Imoaky lire arote that burnt 
but weakly, and was foon extinguilhed, leaving few 
orhoathes aball, Several were dragged with cords 
through the middle of the market-place, amidil the 
intules of the mob, who tpared not even the bodies 
of the dead, which, with more barbarity than ta- 








vage beafts, they cut into pieces, infomuch that no 


remains could be found for burial. 


The governor of the province, who, by the inter. 
pofition of his authority, could, ina very dhort time 
have put a ftop to the outrages of thefe milcreants. 
affeéted ignorance of the very things he faw and 
heard, fo that haying liberty to purfue their mea- 
fures, they proceeded to aéls of greater violence. 
Having colleéted themfelves into numerous parties 
they went to the oratories, or places of prayer, 
which were in feveral parts of the city, and either 
plundered them, cut down the trees about them, or 
entirely levelled them with the ground. Some they 
burnt, by. throwing fire into them, with fo much - 
rage and fury, that the houfes adjoining could not 
efcape their deftruétive hands; as it is difficult to 
{top a conflagration where there is combuilible 
matter to work upon. . 


I decline relating an account of the monumental 
and illuftrious memorials of the Roman princes 
that were made a facrifice in this conflagration by 
this frantic mob ; fhields, crowns, and golden fla- 
tues, Which they ought to have held in veneration. 
But their fury was beyond all reflraint. ‘Vo fix 
themielves in the good graces of the emperor as 
firmly as poffible, and promote the execution of his 
de(tructive defign on the Jews, to whom they knew 
hewas mortally averie, they had recourle fo new arts 
of flactery and infinuation, and thus proceeded. 


As there were many of our oratories which they 
had not been able to fet fire to, becaufe of the great 
number of Jews that dwelt in them, they deviled 
other means of deftroying them, rovether with their 
rites and manner of worthip.. They fet up the {la- 
tue of Caius in all of them but in the greacelt and 
moft famous, his ftatue was railed aloft, but with 
fo much hatte, and over-officious duty, that, having 
no new hortes catt, they took out of the gy mnafium, 
or place of exercile, four ruity ones, with their ears, 
tails, and fect very much worn, which, according 
to report, had been dedicated to Cleopatra, the lait 
queen of thar name. Now the intuls committed in 
this aétion was palpable. Was it according to the 
rules of decorum to dedicate to a Roman emperor, 
who endeavoured to emulate a god, what bad been 
created to the honour of & woman ; things thit 
were foreign to the purpofe, and had been the en- 
fins of another ? Were not they fearful of incut- 
ring the difpleafure of Cains, by honouring him with 
fuch a gift; an emperor pailionace, and one who 
had arrogated co himfelf all honours, and thole the 
molt {plendid and magnificent 2 1 Towever, for this 
famous action, they were in hopes of obrainins 
praife, and greater favour than they had hitherto 
done. They changed, however, their oratories into 
new temples, and increaled the number of cempis 
thar were dedicated to Caius, not to much to ho, 
nour him in che ction, as to gratify their own pea 
fions, in wreaking their vengeaice by any means 
upon the Jews, as can be rendered evident. 1% 
oblervable, thar, during the reign of ten kinks 
whom they count in fucceflion tor three hundret 
rears, Not one of thens hada flacuc dedicated to bi 
in the oratories, though they gave thefe very priate 
ces the title of gods in ther fuperteripetions, 3% 
for what reafon ? became they cet tainly knew 
they were men, fince, among their deities, 07 
have abundance of creatures, belonging to land and 
water, as well as birds of the air, with whofe hiss 
temples, and groves, all Leeypt is well (Locked: 


Butas thefe people are the proftelt of (lacterens 
and court princes for their fortunes rather than (et 
perfons, they might fay, perhaps, thac, as emperors 
are greater and more confiderable than the Prob” 
mies, fo itis but reafonable they fhould have "4 
honour done them, A molt ridiculous prefenee 
Why did they not decree the fame honours to aM 
muftus before Caius, who flood indebted to hin ee 
The empire 2 a prince who, tor the whole (pace 2! 
he held the government, never oceationed eng 84" 
either in Greeee or Barbary, but every places 
his death, enjoyed the (veers of peace, and the fore 
nity of aquict Rovernment. Was nuble desert! a 
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due to the honour of Caefar, wichout fetting up . 


obftacie to his preferment? Evidently otherwifes 
for he was much fuperior to Caius, both by father 
and mother. Was he inferior in point of erudition? 
Iris denied; for none of his cotemporaries could 
precend to more learning or prudence. Could any 
valid objection be founded on his advanced age ©. 
Far from it; for he not only gave fignal proots of 
his underftanding in early lite, but was eminent for 
rhe continuance of his abilities in its dectine. Yet 
fuch a charaéter mutt be pafled over in filence, 
while one, inevery inftance of merit deficient, arro- 
eares aciaim to being deified. Auguitus was a vir- 
tous man, and virtue, according to the maxim of 
the ereatelt philofophers in every age, is the only 
hability. Lleobtained the vencrable name of -\ugul- 
cus, nocas an hereditary honour tran{mitted trom 
his anceltors, but as due to his pertonal merit, and 
thence deteending to his pofteriry. 


The whole world feemed to contend, for fove- 
reignty when he came to the empire. “Vhe mari- 
time and Mediterranean provinces, under the con- 
duét of each Roman general, diftinguifhed for his 
dignity and honor, were parties in the famous ftrug- 
ole. Uhe vatt countries and regions of the world fol- 
lowed one another, andcngagedin thegrand decilive 
battle that was to award the globe to the conque- 
ror. Lhe remoteft nations were rouzed to partake 
of the two interefts, one fide or the other; and the 
land and fea joined their forces; fo that during this 
grand revolution, almo{t all mankind had been twal- 
jowed up in the deftru€tion and mutual defeats thac 
were Given by either fide, had not one man, a prince 
ofan auguft family, come in time, and given his 
affiltance when affairs were at the latt gaip. “Phis 
prince was Cacfar, who, after he had driven back the 
florm that raged on every fide, reftored a perfect 
calm co the afflicted race of mankind, who reme- 
died the public calamities that vifited both the 
Greeks and barbarians, thar, beginning at eall and 
fouth, diffufed their baleful influence to the weltand 
north, while the countries that Jay beewixe them 
were expofed to all manner of’ evils. “This was he 
that reftored liberty to all che provinces, and freed 
them trom their chains. This was he who removed 
not only the fear of wars, but alfo all manner of de- 
predation and plunder. This was he who fcoured 
the fea of pirates, and cauled it to be navigated by. 
veficls of merchandize ; who brought order out of 
contufion, and reduced the moft barbarous and inhol- 
pitable of nations to a focial and benevolent difjo- 
fition. Jide gave large immunities to the Grecian 
cities, and annexed to Greece the richeft and beit 
fituated countries of the barbarians. He maintain- 
ed peace, adminiftered juftice, and {cattered his boun- 
tics amongft the people in fo gencrous a profufion, 
that they wanted for nothing; and this was his 
courfe and praétice to the end of his days. | Yet, 
after all thefe obligations to fo great and glorious a 
benefactor during his aufpicious reign, there was 
never heard of any fuch things as ftatues or images. 
to his honour in any of their oratories: though, if 
any mortal hada right to fuch extraordinary tokens 
of refpeét, it was certainly this prince; not only as 
the founder of the auguft Imperial family, and the 
belt deferving of all mankind, but as taking the 
Power out_of many hands into one, and afluming 
tae conduct of it himifelf: for itis a very juft maxim, 

that many voices are the caufe of many milchiefs.” 
Refides, the whole world had decreed him divine ho- 
nours, fuch as temples, groves, porticos, more 
oequiiful than which, none, eitherancient ormodern, 
Were ever deen in any cities, parcicularly that temple 
cedteaced to Ca:far in Alexandria, under the name 
or Sebafle, a piece incomparably tranfcending ‘all 
others. Je ttands ficuate oppolite a molt commodi- 
ous harbour, very high, and laree in proportion. It 
is an eminent land-mark, full of choice paintings 
and itatues, with donations in abundance. It is or- 
Ramented with gold and filver. The model is curi- 
ous and regular in rhe difpolition of the parts, as 
Sheries, libraries, porches, courts, walks, and 
Cenivcrated groves, magnificent and elegant as ex- 
Pence and art could render them.- Can it then rea- 
Jonably be fuppofed, that, amidft fo univerfal a con- 
€ntof nations, any thing was wanting that was jultly 















CALIGULA. 


ftacues in the Jewith oratorics ? Why therefore were 
they omitted ? Without prevarication for this rea- 
fon. 


They were fo well convinced of the generofity 
and juftice of Crelar, that they were perluaded he 
would be as tender of the righrs and privileges of 
the feveral provinces as of the Roman ceremonies. 
He received thele honours from blind flatterers, not 
from any principle of approbation, but becaule the 
dignity of the empire teemed to require it, as thele 
acts procure a veneration for Sovernment. That he 
was never elated by thefe obfequious duties, is evi- 
dent trom his never tufleringe himfelf to be addreNled 
in the ityle of the gods, fo great was his aver- 
fion to fo jervile a way of adulation. Nay, he de- 
clared his fatisfaCtion with the Jews’ refulal co com- 
ply with that abominable praclice. He would never 
celle have tuffered fo confiderable a part of the city 
beyond the Viber to be inhabited by Jews, and the 
greater part of them freemen too, that is men, who, 
having been prifoners of war, were fet at liberty by 
their matters, and permitted to live according to the 
laws and religion of their country. He was no 
ftranger co the nature of their oratories, and their 
worfhip on. the fabbath days, contormably to the 
practice of their forefathers. [fe knew likewile 
that they collected their frit {ruirs, and tence them 
to Jerufalem, together with certain minitkers, who 
obtained Jacrilices for thems yet he neither expelled 
them the city, or punifhed them otherwife, as he 
might have done. In Paleftine ittelf they were al- 
lowed the tree exercite of their religion, without 
check er reflraine. Nor did he prohibit them from 
holding the aNembties where they taught their laws 5 
nor, by any edict or proclamation, annul their fo- 
lemn cuftom of fending and offering their firtt fruits. 
On the contrary, he held our worthip in fuch vene- 
ration, that many of his domeftics prefénted gitts 
which are extant in our temple, wherein he com- 
manded victims to be offered every day, at his own 
charge, to che Moft High God. ‘Thefe folemnities 
are {Ul performed, and will fo continue as a Jafline 
monument of the virtues of this excellent empe- 
ror, Upon all occafions of diftributing money and 
corn amonatt che people, he was pleated to order the 
Jews their proportion; and if theday fordifpentfing it 
happened on the fabbath, when we arenot allowed to 
give nor receive, the officers were commanded to 
referve their fhare till the next day. ‘Uhis gencrous 
care fo enhanced the reputation of the Jews, that 
it kept their enemics in awe, and deterred them from 
violating their cuftoms and rites. 


The Jews were hikewife favoured with the fanc- 
tion-of Tiberius, though Sejanus endeavoured to 
irritate him againit them, and to involve Jealy in 
new commotions. But ‘Vibcrius, on the death of 
the traitor, difcovered that the crimes he had Iaid to 
the charge of the Jews were mere calumnies, and 
that his principal defizn was to remove them out of 
the way, as the men molt likely of all others to op- 
pofe his wicked meature, and the fcheme he had 
concerted to take away the life of the emperor. In 
coniequence of this, orders were difparched to all 
the governors of provinces, to treat fuch of the Jews, 
as appeared to retain their allegiance, with lenity; fo 
that, uponthewhole, no innovation was made within 
the tribes 5 but, on the other hand, they were com- 
mended as lovers of peace, while laws of morality 
tended to cNablifh the public tranquillity. 


CIAP. XX. 


Caius is exafperated againft the Fows of Alexandria 
o ae artfil infinuations of aa Ligyplian, called 
clico. 


ATUS wasat length fo puffed up with ambition 
and vanity, that he believed himfelf to be the 
god he pretended, and, amongft all his fubjeés, 
Greeks or barbarians, none were fo inclined to 
countenance the phrenzy, as the people of Alexan- 
dria, who are certainly addiéted, in the higheft de- 
gree, 
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gree, to difimulation, Aattery, and hypocrify. They 
poffels the arts of prevarication and infinuation ; 
and are highly qualified for raifing public commo- 
tions, and overturning a fyftem or good govern- 
ment. Thote who wifh to form an idea of the vene- 
ration they have for the name of God, need only 
refleét that their afps, and feveral other creatures, are 
honoured with it: therefore, as they are fo prodigal 
of this facred name, they impofe on the timorous, 
and fuch as are not acquainted with their horrid 1m- 
piety; but to fuch as are duly informed, and rightly 
eftimate chings, it is as open as the day. 


Caius, ignorant of this, was fo infatuated as to 
believe that the Alexandrians held him to be a god, 
for fuch was their diffimulation, that there was no 


apparent difference betwixt the falfe worfhip and | 


the true, the acclamations and external formalities 
being the very fame. Thus mifled, he imagined the 
innovations they brought into the oratories to be 
the pure refult of their minds, and a ftrong defire 
to pleafe him. He had frequent accounts fent him 
from Alexandria of thefe tranfactions; nor could 
any poem, written in celebration of him, afford him 
fuch pleaiure; and, to add to his fatisfaction, the in- 
telligence was conveyed to him by one of his do- 
meftics, who well knew how to gratify the humour 
of his mafter. The greater part of the creatures 
about him were Egyptians, a vile, abject herd, trained 
up in the worfhip of ferpents and crocodiles, and 
totally corrupted in mind and body. Of this Egyp- 
tian band one Helico was the principal, a fordid 
flave, who, by fubtle arts, had crept into the palace. 
He had received his education under a former maf- 
ter, who prefented him to Tiberius Ceefar. But 
the turn of that prince being rather grave and feri- 
ous, and Helico’s talent confined to ribaldry, inftead 
of affording him entertainment, he excited his dif- 
gut; for that emperor, even in his guilt, had an 
averfion to things light and trivial. But, on the de- 
mife of Tiberius, and the fucceffion of Caius to the 
imperial throne, Helico confoled himfelf, from the 
charaéter of his new malter, with a promifing view 
of ere him up to a fubferviency of his utmoft 
wifhes. 


This fubtle mifcreant now ruminated in his mind 
that the time was at hand in which he fhould exert 
himfelf. Ele was con{cious that he poffeffed talents 
adapted to the difpofition of his prefent mafter, and 
that his peculiar turn for joke, banter, whim, and 
repartee, would gain upon him. He knew that his 
cars were open both to adulation and calumny, that 
the laws and ceremonies of the Jews was a forcible 
fubject to work upon, and therefore determined to 
avail himfelf of thofe objections to them, which he 
had begun to acquire from his earlieft infancy. 


_ Such was the defign this fycophant and impoftor 
intended to profecute to alienate the mind of Caius 
from the Jews, in the profecution of which he ufed 
every artifice that was practicable. He did not deem 
it expedient to behave openly inthis affair, but aéted 
under covert; and, through the difguife of hint and 
allafion, did the Jews more injury than he could 
have done in quality of a profeiied enemy. 


This was no fooner known to the ambafladors 
from Alexandria, than they made it their bufinefs 
to bring Helico over to their intereft, by prefentc 
gifts, and large promifes of treafure and honour, as 
Joon as Caius fhould come to Alexandria. Helico 
was extremely pleafed with the reflection of the re- 
{pect he was to receive in the prefence not only of 
his mafter, but of {o many eminent perfons as would 
be fure to appear from all quarters upon fo folemn 
an occafion, and in veneration of fo greata prince; 
fo that he promifed himfelf the accomplifhment of 
his urmoft wifhes. 


The attention of the Jews had been hitherto fo 
taken up by known and open enemies, that they 
never fufpected the danger of a fecret one in the per- 
fon of Helico. But when they came to be convinced 
of their miftake, they endeavoured to footh him 
by fair words, as the man whom of all others they 
had moft reafon to dread. He was the emperor’s 
conftant companion at all his exercifes and enter- 


tainments; indeed, inevery fceneof fenfual pleafure 

Being principal of all his attendants, he had the en_ 
tire commandot hisear; and as hewas freefromother 
avocations, he had conftant opportunity of poifon. 
ing his mind with fables, interfperfed with detrac. 
tion and ribaldry, calculated at once to amufe and 
prejudice him again{t our nation. His apparently 
principal aim was the pleafure of the prince, but 
this in reality was tranfient; for the main {cope of 
this pernicious flave’s intention was to throw ob- 
lique accufations, in order to ruin us in his opinion, 
At length he feemed_ to have laid afide the mafk 

employed the whole force of his battery againft us, 
and plied his artillery with fuch addrefs, as could 
not fail to work a moft powerful impreffion on the 
mind of the emperor. 


CHAP. XL 


The Fews of Alexandria fend deputies to the emperor 
Caius Cafar to complain of their grievances. Philo 
is appointed chief of the embaffy. 


HE Jews exerted their utmoft endeavours to 
footh Helico, and difpofe him in their favour; 
but finding him remain intolerably proud and in- 
acceffible, they let that project fall, and bethought 
themfelves of another expedient, which feemed no 
lefs neceffary, and yet to promife a better effect, not 
knowing at this time, but that the malicious de- 
figns of Helico might arife from fome perfonal and 
particular pique. “They came to a determination 
of prefenting Caius with a petition and_remon- 
ftrance on their grievances, with a prayer for relief 
annexed, This petition was no more than an ab- 
tract of a longer addrefs, that was delivered a lit- 
tle before to king Agrippa, who fortunately put 
into Alexandria in his way to Syria, to take poflef- 
fion of a kingdom conferred upon him by the em- 
peror. We were thus far advanced in our way to- 
wards Rome, under a great miftake, as it appeared; 
for whereas we made no doubt of finding Caius a 
prince of honour and juftice, he proved, on the con- 
trary, our moft implacableenemy ; though, in words 
and countenance, he affumed the mafk of a generous 
friend. Our firft reception was in the Campus 
Martius, where he complimented us with his righc 
hand, to indicate that he was propitious. He fenta 
perfon to us, whofe office was to receive all ambat- 
fadors, to inform us he would take cognizance of 
our caufe at leifure, from whence people in general, 
both Jews and itrangers, concluded that the purport 
of our embaffy was as good as accomplithed. But 
wifdom and experience taught me better than to 
judge from appearances, fo that I was inclined to 
fufpeét that with which others feemed fo highly 
pleafed. Thefe reflections paffed in my mind: 
“© What can the emperor mean, when ambaffadors 
from almoft every nation in the world are here, by 
faying he will give audience to us only? He is nota 
ftranger that we are Jews, and would be fatisfied 
with being put upon an equality with the reft. It 
might be the height of phrenzy in us to hope for 
fuch a privilege from a youth who. is a ftranger to 
us, an a prince of abfolute authority. He mult be 
more favourably difpofed towards the people of 
Alexandria, and for their fakes he prefles the matter 
to our iffue. I fincerely wifh that the parties may 
find an impartial judge in him, and chat he may not 
prove a patron to them, and an enemy to us. 


CHAP. XI. 


Caius orders Petronius, governor of Syria, to fet up 4s 
: 0 § 


Staine in the temple of Ferufalem. Information 8 
brought to Phile and bis colleagues. 


HILE I harboured thefe reflections in ay 
breaft, I was furprized with a difmal acciden’s 
that boded deftruction not only to the Jews, alk 


To THE 


all mankind. As it was dangerous to addreds the 
emperor, we followed him out of town to | urteoll, 
whither he wenc to take the air at the fea-fide, and 
divert himfelt from place to place, vifiting divers 
towns and villas, which are there very numerous 
and iplendid. During our abode chere, in daily ex- 
peectation of an audience, a perfon came to us trem- 
bling, out of breath, with his eyes twoln, and hav- 
ing beckoned us afide, as it were out of hearing, de: 
manded, in flow accent, If we had heard any news! 
Wich thishe endeavoured todilcover fomething, but 
aflood of tears put a ftop to his ipeech. He atcempt- 
ed it again and again, and was {till prevented, till 
at length, alarmed at fo horrid a fpectacle, we en- 
treated him to acquaint us with the reaion of his 
coming, as we could not fuppole it was merely for 
the fake of weeping; adding a requeft, that, if there 
was caute for mourning, we might bear our part in 
an exercife to which we had been long accultomed. 
‘At length, after many decp tetched lighs, he laid, 
“Our temple is doomed to deitruction : Caius has 
commanded his image to be fet up in the fanctuary, 
with the infcription of the name of Jupiter.” This 
affecting information ftruck us with amazement, 
we {tood like perfons mute and fenfelefs ; the truth 
of ic was quickly confirmed by other meflengers. 
Ac length we withdrew into our apartment, fhut 
ourfelves up, and condoled our misfortunes, public 
and private, with uncommon dejection of mind. 


After a long fatigue, we repented of having ex- 
poled ourfelves to the hazards of raging feas, to pe- 
tition for a redrefs of injuries to which we were 
every day liable, without knowing but a greater and 
more terrible tempeft than what we had fuffered at 
fea hung over our heads upon jand. The Saft 
ftorm was no more than the confequence of a na- 
tural caule, which diftinguifhes the feafons ; for 
the works of nature are but, in other words, the ope- 
rations uf Providence to promote the common good 
of mankind. But the author of this tempeft had 
nothing good or humane in him; he was a turbu- 
Jent and ambitious youth, and fo much the more 
dangerous in having the power of the whole cm- 
pire co fupport him. Who could have courage 
enough to approach him with a petition, or open his 
mouth in behalf of the temple to the mott facrilegi- 
ous of all men Jiving? It would be repugnant to 
common fenfe to expect mercy out of cruelty, and 
to place the hope of prefervation in the breaits of 
perlecutors. It was fufficiently apparent that he 
would concemn every one who had refrained from 
doing honours co that famous temple, which the eatt 
and welt worfhipped as religioufly as if ir had been 
the fun. Befides, if an audience had been granted, 
what could be expected but certain death ? In this 
dilemma I thus addreifed my colleagues : 


“ Why fhould not we die then, efpecially when 
he that lays down one life for the laws and reli- 
gion of his country, is fure of a life more glori- 
ous in exchange ? But he muft bea madman that 
catts away alife at this rate, which no body is the 
better for. So that fuch an inftance as this would 
but be the addition of one more tothe roll of cur 
tormer calamitics; efpecially, as we are under the 
charaéters of ambafiadors, and in a point where 
the principals are more concerned than the depu- 
tics. Nor fhall we want envious and malignant 
{pirits, and of our own people, to make the 
worlt of things, and to impute any giorious re- 
{olution to a wrong caufe. The ambaffadors, 
they will fay, found themfelves at a crifis, and fo 
quitted their ftation, deferting the commonwealth 
when they found ic in danger, in order to the pro- 
;, Moting of their own private intereft. But the lets 
_, mul give way to the greater, private matters to 
‘public; and wherever this order is broken or 
* confounded, the whole governmientis at ftake, and. 
, Qutof frame. In one word, where the polity of 
_ tne Jews comes once to be fubjeéted co the quef- 
ton, itis a ftep towards abolifhing the very 
«, ame of the nation, where there is an agreement 
or power and good will in the doing it. We 
cannor, in fine, abandon the Alexandrian Jews, 
“dor the whole nation of the Jews is here at ftake ; 
No. 43. 
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** and it is to be feared, that this cruel oppreffion 
** will extirpate us all from off the face of the 
*Searth. It will be faid, perhaps, that, if we can 
** make nothing of ir ecither way, we are ac liberty 
** to come off at latt, in cafe of the wortt.  ‘T’o this 
**Tantwer, he chac makes iuch a propofition has 
* neither courage or toundation in fieripture in 
“him. Generous natures will hope the beit, and 
** holy writ lays the foundation of chat hope to all 
“* chofe that heartily embrace the doétrine. Who 
‘* knows now, ‘at Jatt, but chis may be fora trial of 
*© our conftancy and virtue in the wortt of fortunes? 
Adieu then to al) worldly comforts and fupports ; 
they are talle and fickle, and leave us when we 
have mott need of them. Adicu, 1] Jay, to vain 
conlidences ; and let us cait ourielves in a firm 
and lively faith upon the goodnels of God, who 
hath fo often delivered us already, and will never 
** torfake us.” ‘ 
ourlelves, and one another, in all cafes of Jurprize, 
and in che hopes of better times. 
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Paufing after this addrefs, we applied ourfelves 
to the bearer of this difmal news. ‘* You do tiot 
*S confider (we told him) that what you have faid 
is but as fo many live coals thrown into our ears 
as you have uttered words; for you have only 
told us the matrer of fat, which tends nothing 
to our faristaétion without the reafon of it, and 
withouc knowing what it was that led the em- 
peror into this horrid refolution.” 
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The bearer thus replied: “‘ To tell you chat which 
every body knows, Caius has a mind to pats for 
a god ; and looking upon the Jews as the only 
people likely to oppole him in his blafphemous 
pretence, he relolved, if poflible, to remove that 
obitacle out_of the way, towards facilitating 
the work. This could not be better done, he 
thought, chan by beginning wich a contempt and 
indignity upon the holy temple, which was allow- 
ed, at all hands, to be the moft glorious piece in 
the univerfe, both for ornament, and a vatt trea- 
fure, in prefents and oblations, which had been to 
many years in colleéting, and which Caius, in the 
conclufion, had the confidence to affume to him- 
“ felf. Befides, he was now further exafperated by 
*° Capito, the quacltor; which Capito was alfo the 
* receiver of the tributes in Judaa, and a man that, 
“* by his aétions and oppreffions, had made himlelf 
** odious to all the provinces. Ele came thither 
“poor; and when he had fo enriched himfelf by 
** traud and corruption, that he was afraid of be- 
*“ing called to an account, he found it his bett 
** way to complain firft, and to prevent an acculi- 
tion of calumny, by the improvement of an 
opportunity that lay fair for his purpofe. 
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© Jamnia isacity of Judza, wonderfully popu- 
lous, and the inhabitants all Jews, fome tew 
ftrangers excepted, that, to our colt, came thither 
out of the bordering countries to fee fafhions: 
befides that, they are never without fome plot or 
other againtt the laws and cuftoms of the Jews. 
As foon as thefe people came to underftand the 
extravagant ambition of Caius after divine ho- 
nours, and his deadly malice to the whole Jewifh 
nation, they caufed an alrar ro be creed of clay 
wrought into bricks, out of pure fpite to the citi- 
zens: forthey well knew that this violation ofour 
Jaws would prove the ground of a quarrel, and 
fo they foundit; forthe Jews gathered rogecher 
prefently, and demolifhed che altar; the other 
party applying themfelves to Capiro for redrets. 
Capito was the author and contriver of the whole 
tragedy; and confoling himfelf to fee every thing 
fucceed fo to his wifh, he fent an account of it 
immediately to Caius, with inflaming aggrava- 
tions to make the matter look worfe than it was. 
“This arrogant, head{trong prince had no fooner 
‘© received the intelligence, than he gave orders for 
erecting a glorious Coloffus in the temple 
of ferufalem, in revenge of the brick altar that 
was pulled down in Janinia: and this was done 
*€ by the counfel of lis two advilers, Helico, the 
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After this manner we comforted , 
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“ court buffoon, and Apelles, the tragedian, who, 
“from a libertine in his youth, wenc over after- 
“* wards to be an actor upon the itage, a fort of peo- 
“ ple char are looked upon, in their theatrical liber- 
“ ties, to be the loofeft and the molt thamelefs of all 
¢ profeffions. T hele vere the men that Caius pitch- 
“ ed upon to initruét him in the arts of finging and 
“< raillery, withouc fo much as ever thinking of the 
*¢ duties of juftice, and the care of maintaining the 
“public peace. Thus did Helico, like a icor- 
*€ pion, attack the Jews with Egyptian venom, and 
*© Anelles, at the fame time, asan Afcalonire; that 
“* is to fay, as a member of a nation that Is never to 
“© be reconciled to the bordering Jews.” 


Every word of this wounded us to the very foul. 
However, thefe learned counfellors lived to receive 
the reward due to their impious actions. Apelles 
was commanded by Caius, on feveral crimes being 
exhibited againit him, to be laid in irons, and put 
to exquifite torcure at particular intervals, and fo 
coniequently to a lingering death. Helico was af- 
terwards put to death by Claudius, fucceffor to 
Caius, for crimes of the like nature. 


CHAP. XII. 


Petronius finds great difficulty in executing the com- 
mand of Caius for ereéting his fiatue in the temple of 
Ferufalem, 


T this time arrived the order of Caius for 

erecting and confecrating his ftatue, drawn up 
not rafhly, but with all the care and accuracy pot- 
fible. Petronius, governor of Syria, was exprefsly 
commanded to draw out one half of the army chat 
lay upon the river Euphrates, as a guard of defence 
againit any inroads and incurfions of the eaftern 
kings and nations, and _with thefe troops to attend 
the itatue, not for the folemnity of the dedication, 
but for a terror to any thar fhould dare to oppofe 
him. ‘* Cruel prince! who well knew that thefe 
people would rather die a thoufand deaths than fub- 
mit to fuch an impofition. Wherefore then bring 
outan army, but toconlecrate the impious act with 
‘the blood of many thouland innocents?” 


Petronius having perufed the order, was divided 
within himJelf as to the execution of the commil- 
fion. There was danger in refuling, and danger in 
delaying; belides infinite difficulties, on the other 
hand, in cafe of compliance ; for he made no doubt 
of the Jews ftanding our all extremities, and en- 
countering all hazards. Nations in general are 
tender and jealous of their privileges and cuftoms, 
but the Jews are particularly fo, as they believe 
their Jaws to be of a divine ftamp, and are trained 
up to the love and ftudy of them trom their infan- 
cy, They are forcibly imprefied on their minds 
and the more they think of them, the greater reve- 
rence they haveforthem. They treat all their pro- 
felytes with the privileges of free citizens; and the 
veneration they have for the dignity of their pro- 
feffion is fo facred, that they would rather part with 
any thing than the minuteit point of their duty. 
But there is nothing which they hold in fo much 
efteem as their cempie, which appears trem the law, 
that makes it death, without mercy, for any man to 
fee foot within the fanétuary, while the exterior 
part is open ta all of their own nation from what- 
ever quarter they come. 


This was a matter of fuch great importance, that 
Petronius bethought himielf over and over upon ir, 
without coming toany refolution. He called a kind 
of council in hisown mind, and, upon fummoning 
up divers arguments and opinions, this was the re- 
dule: Vhat there mutt be no innovation in matters 
of religion; firtl, becaufe nature and equity are 
both againit ir; fecondly, for fear of unhappy con- 
Jequences, not only from God himielf, but the paf- 
fions of violent, revengeful men. He alfo ad- 
verted to the prodigious extentot this populous na- 
tion, that was not comprehended within the space 


of one country, but diffuted almeft throughout the 


world. All the provinces of the continent, and the 
iflands, were peopied with them, fo that their num. 
bers were not much inierior to that ot the natives, 
‘Lo provoke, therefore, fo many myriads of men 
mutt appear hazardous, for a general infurreétion 
might probably arite in all countries ac once, to 
repel this injury, and thereby give birth to an jn- 
fuperable war; without taking notice of the vait 
numbers of inhabitants in Judaa, remarkable tor 
their extraordinary ftrengch and mighty valour, 
being ready, at all times, to die glorioufly, rather 
than abandon or forfake the rites of their country; 
though, in the opinion of detractors, they are cal- 
led barbarous, when, in fat, they are tree born,. 
and brave men. 


The governor entertained jealoufy alfo of the 
troops on the other fide of the Euphrates, as Ba- 
bylon, and feveral other provinces, he knew to be 
in the interett of the Jews. He was well affured 
that large fums of money were annually remitted 
to the temple in the name of firft fruits, through 
paffuges difficult and dangerous, which their piety 
and refolution rendered eaiy. He had therefore rea- 
fon to apprehend, that, as {oon as they heard of this 
new dedication, they would immediately rife up in 
arms, befet, furround, and cut them to pieces, 


When Petronius had revolved thefe particulars 
in his mind, he refleéted a little on the humour and 
character of his matter. THe confidered that the 
perfon under whofe command he ‘was to act, was a 
young prince, whofe will being his law, it was dan- 
gerous to oppole, whether right or wrong: that 
thould he obey the command of the emperor, fierce 
war would be the confequence, and the event pre- 
carious. ‘On the other hand, fhould he difregard 
the royal mandate, his deftruction mutt anfwer for 
itat the hands of Caius. 


CHAP. XIV. 

Petronius, governor of Syria, gives orders for making 
the fiatue of the emperor Caius. The principal of 
the Fews refufe to receive it. They fend deputies to 
remonftrate with Petronius upon the occafion, and 
to prevent the execution of Caius’s order. 


Vik of the Roman officers, who ferved under 
Petronius in the government of Syria, were 
inclined to tindertake a war, taking it for granted, 
that the rage of the prince would fall upon them 
firit as the authors of a fedition. What gavethem 
opportunity for this was, their having time to deli- 
berate matters whillt the ftatue was preparing ; for 
it was not yet fent over from Italy. This feems to. 
have been 2 fpecial act of Providence in favour of 
the Jews, to protect them from an infufferable in- 
jury. Had this happened, the confequences would 
have been dreadful. Confufion and diforder would 
have immediately broke out in the violation of their 
laws, before they could have confulted on due me- 
thods of proceeding , for fudden events defpoil the 
force of reafon. 


Petronius, at length, gave orders for a ftatue to be 
fabricated in a place not far from his refidence, and 
fenc for the greateft mafters of Phoenicia to advile 
withal about it, and, on their coming, fupplied them 
with the neceffary materials, appointing Sidon as the 
place for the work. He fent notice, likewife, of the 
emperor’s pleafure tothe high priefts and magiftrates 
Of the Jews, advifing them patiently to fubmit to 
the mandate of his mafter, and guard againtt the 
ills that threatened them on their refulal.” He ac 
quainted them that he had a numerous army oF Sy- 
rians at hand, who were prepared to lay wattle the 
whole country with fre and {word. Petronius és 
o¢ opinion, thar, if he could but foften the minds 
of thele grandees, the multicude of courie wou! 
follow their example. But he was grofsly miftaken 
in his conjeéture; for the bare mention of the afte 
threw them into luch confternation, that they burtt 
into a profufion of tears, and, after exprefling every 


token of lamenration, thus exclaimed: “ ae 
avauls 


To rue EMPEROR 


avails all our former felicity, to arrive, at an ad- 
vanced period of life, to be eye-witnelies of that 
which none of our anceftors beheld berore ? But we 
will fooner deprive ourtelves oF thoiecyes than fur- 
vey fo great an abomination. 


The report_of this {trange innovation no fooncr 
reached Jerufalem, and the region of Judea, than 
the people, all as one man, proceeded towards Phee- 
nicia, where Petronius then retorted. _ The officers 
of the Roman governor, upon firtt fight of their 
prodigious multitude, adviled him to. take care of 
his own fecurity. Asthe Jews advanced fill nearer 
and nearer, they appeared as a cloud overipreading 
the country, but without either arms or guards, 
Lhe air was filled with outcries and lamentations ; 
and when the noile was gone, the echo {till conti- 
nued. “At lengch, when the clamour ccated, they 
entertained themlelves with difcourtes and ejacula- 
tions fuitable to the melancholy occaiion. Lhey 
marched in fix divifions, old men, young men, and 
boys; old women, young women, and virgins ; 
thice on the one hand, and three on the other. 


When they came within fight of Petronius, who 
was leated in a chair of ftate, they fell proftrate be- 
fore him, all in their ranks as fupplicants, oblerving 
fuch decorum in their action, as if they had been 
actuated by one fpirit. Petronius commanded them 
to ric and draw near, which they obeyed with much 
reluctance. At length, covered with fackcloth and 
aihes, they advanced towards the governor, with 
their hands behind them, like condemned prifoners, 
when one of their chiefs chus addreffed him: 


“ Weare without arms, to fhew that we bring no 
“ hoftile intention with us; but thole hands, that 
“* nature gave us for the ule of arms, are put out of 
* condition to ferve us in that capacity. We bring 
“our very bodies at mercy too, our wives, chil- 
“* dren, and families, in salle of petitioners; firft 
“to Petronius, and then, by his means, to Caius. 
“We have not left one foul at home; and our 
** prayer is either that we may be all preferved, or 
“all deftroyed. We are naturally lovers of peace; 
** and it is our interett, as well as our inclination, fo 
“toa be, in regard to benefits we receive from ic. 
When Caius came to the empire, and the notice 
“of it to Vitellius, your predeceffor in the go- 
“vernment, at that time Jiving among us, we were 
* the firlt of all Syria to congratulate his acceftion 
© to the fovereignty, and to fpread the joyful news 
“of his elevation throughout other cities and 
“places. Was it not our temple alfo that firft of- 
“fered up vows and facrifices for the happinefs of 
‘his lite and reign? and is our’s to be the firft, 
“if not the only temple, that is to be deprived of 
** the exercife and enjoyment of our religious wor- 


7 fhip? If the quitting of our houfes, privileges, 


“your acceptance, we are ready to lay them all at 


your fect. Alfo our plate, houfhold goods, or 
“what is more precious, you may have ic all for 
“afking, and with fo good an heart, that we fhall 
reckon ourfelves upon the receiving hand, even 
in what we give upon this fingle condition, that 
_ the temple may ftand as it did, and continue in- 
_ Violate, as we received it from our forefathers. 
« Grant us this fingle requeft, and we afk no more. 
_ But if nothing leis than our religion will content 
, You, take away our lives too, without forcing us 
« Upon a life. of torment, worfe than a choufand 
«deaths. We are threatened here with armed 
«, Oops and military executions, if any of us fhall 
«. Prelume to obftruét the intended dedication. _No 
, an is fo mad as co fet himfelf up in contradic- 

Hon to his mafter; butlet them ftrike, cut, and 
: hack us to pieces, and do all that a victorious 
« Semy can pretend to, fo lone as they may do it 
_ scurely, without any danger of their own blood. 
«, What needs an army to be drawn out for fuch an 
, &X€cution, where there is only a’ maffacre’ on the 
«Oe fide, and not fo much as a defence on the 
«c Other ? As for fucrifices, we may do the work of 
« CU" own priefts ourfelves; upon the viétims of 
, Cur Own wives, brothers, fitters, fons, and daugh- 
ters, and content ourfelves with the denomina- 
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‘and poffeffions, public and private, may be worth: 
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‘S tion of men, women, and children flayers; for 
* hard cales muft have hard names. What have we 
“to do, aiter fpilling fo much innocent blood of 
“other people, but co lay violent hands upon our- 
“Yelves, and mingie our own with it in one com- 
** monmats ? ending ourdays, aclatt, with chis prayer 
‘in our mouths, thac God will not be offended 
“wich us for an action thar carries along with it fo 
* great a deference to the authority of the emperor, 
“and at the fame time to the fanetity of our holy 
“ profefiion. ‘Phis will be the cafe, if we have 
“* hearts to contemn a life that a good man would 
* be afhamed to lead. “There is anold ttory among 
“the Greek fables of Gorgon’s head, that turned 
“every thing to ftone that did but look upon it. 
The report, it is true, is bue a fiction, and yee 
“not without fome emblematical and {lriking re- 
femblances of truth, efpecially in many aeci- 
dents of aftonithment and lurprize. The dif. 
Pleafure of a matter is mortal, or ftomewhat elle 
that comes near it, Now, Petronius, do you 
imagine, if fome of our people fhould fee fuch a 
flatue broughe into the temple, as you have here 
* betore you, (which heaven forbid,) they would 

not look like men turned into marble at the ipec- 
tacle? their cyes fec in their heads, and natute 
ifelf out of condition for all the offices of lile? 
Buc tocome to a conclufion; we do not defire an 
“abtolute difcharge of our obedience, but time 
“and leave only coaddrels ourtelves, by our depu- 
tics, to his imperial majeity for relief. Who 
“ knows but he may be wrought upon to grant us 
“2 toleration of our holy laws and worfhip, and a 
liberty in common with the rett of the world 2 
“ior we afk no more than what all other nations 
“enjoy without exception, in the prefervation of 
“ thote rites and traditions that we have received 
** inviolate from our forefathers, in favour both of 
cuftoms and manners. Who knows, | fay, bur 
** fuch a remonitrance as this may footh him? The 
“hearts of princes are variable, like thole of other 
people; neither is their difpleafure immortal. We 
are wounded here with calumnies ; and there is no 
“* remedy like truth, which is all we have to offer, 
and that we may noc be condemned without an 
“hearing; or, to put ic at wortt, if we fhould find 
“the prince inexorable, the caule is but where it 
““ was; for he may {till do the fame thing afterward, 
that he would have done before. Our laft re- 
“© queft, Petronius, in the names of this vaft mul- 
“* titude, is, that you would be fo gencrous as not to 
* oppofe an embafly that has fo many thoufands of 
“lives depending upon it; and be pleafed to know 
** that we do not contend for profit (but for picty) 
ce in any other fenie than as godline/s is the greateft 
.7 ;: 3 
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CHAP. XV. 


Petronius applies to Caius concerning the Jews. Diffi- 
nulation of the emperor. 


HIS remonftrance, in behalf of the Jews, 

was uttered with fuch ardour and emotion of 
mind, that it moved the compaffion of all that heard 
it, as appeared by their looks and gettures. Te 
wrought Jikewife upon Petronius among the reft 3 
for the governor was a man of a mild and gentle 
difpofition, and eafily prevailed upon either by 
words or actions. ‘The Jews were thought to afl 
nothing bat what was fair and equitable, and the 
fight of the petitioning multitude was truly affeét- 
ing. Lntering into a conjultation with his triends, 
he found that many, who juft before were rigidly 
againit the petitioners, were divided; fome dilpofed 
to favour them, others undetermined as to the mat- 
ter; which difference of temper highly pleafed him. 
He was fenfible, at the fame time, of the implacable 
fpirit of the emperor, and the innate barbarity of 
his mind, yet he feemed much actuated by a regard 
for the piety and religion of the Jews. 


We cannot determine by what motives he was 
thus influenced in favour of the Jews, whether he 
had been at any time inftruéted "in their learning, 
and imbibed fome notions trom their books, fince 
he had obrained the government of Afiaand Syria, 
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in the feveral towns of which the Jews refided in 
abundance; or whether he aéted as a man whofe ge- 
nius led him to the itudy and knowledge of things 
in general, or whether God fuggefts good countel 
to good men for the common benefit of themfelves 
and the public, as it fell out uponthis occafion. The 
ftatuaries had their orders to provide as perfect a 
figure as art and hands could make, but not to 
haften, as works expedited are feldom of any du- 
ration, whereas perfect models endure time and 
age. 


The Jews, howevet, could not obtain leave to fend 
deputies; nor, indeed, wasit fafefor themtocommit 
an affair of this importance to the will of a prince, 
at once powerful, cruel, and fantaftical; fo that 
Petronius found it dangerous either to grant or re- 
fufe. At length he determined on fending a letter to 
Caius, without any accufation of the Jews ; and im~ 
puting the caufe of the delay of the dedication to 
the artifts, who neceffarily required a certain {pace 
of time to compleat the ftatue. It occurred likewife 
tothe governor, that fuch delays would inevitably oc- 
cafion a longer refpite, and that Caius, in the mean 
time, might iuffer himlelf to be gained over. Befides, 
the grain was now ripe, and there was reafon to fear 
that the Jews, abandoning themfelves to defpair for 
the fake of their religion, would pufh on their vio- 
Jence in contempt of their lives, deftroy the harveft, 
and lay the whole country watte. 


This was no idle apprehenfion; fo that early 
care was taken, by Petronius, for reaping the 
grain, and gathering the fruits; partly by way of 
prevention, and partly for a public fupply in cate of 
need, It was at that time reported, that the empe- 
ror had fome defign of a vifit ro Alexandria; though 
it did not feem very probable that fo great a prince 
fhould expofe himfelt ro the dangers of very tem- 
peituous jeas, with fo prodigious a train, when 
the way about, by the rout of Afia and Syria, would 
have been much eafier and fater. Had he taken 
this mechod, he might have embarked or difembark- 
ed at pleafure ; having, at command, two hundred 
veffels for the ufe and fervice of the coafts, befictes 
others, of confiderable burthen, for navigating the 
ocean. 


_ In confequence of this report, all the cities of Sy- 
ria were under a neceffity of procuring a fufficient 
ftore of provifion, efpecially thofe on the fea-coalt. 
A prodigious multirude was expected to come, not 
only from Reme, but other parts of Italy, befides 
numbers from the provinces that lay between, and 
chofe of all conditions, as men of rank, civil and mi- 
litary, together wich foldiers, mariners, and fervants; 
fors Y of whom there was noconly required neceffary 
accommodation, but a fupply of every thing fuir- 
able to che dignity of fo iluttrious a prince. 


It was the general opinion of thofe whom Petro- 
nius contulted upon the occafion, that the emperor, 
on perufing the contents of the letter, would com- 
mend the prudence of deferring the dedication ; not 
fo much for the Jake of gratifying the Jews, as the 
advantage of fecuring the harveft. The letter, in 
fine, was apprqved, tranicribed, and difpatched 
with all poffible expedition. Caius no fooner in- 
fpected it, than he betrayed a vifible indignation s 
and at length burft out into this exclamation. 


“6 Well, Petronius! you are yet to learn obedience 
to an emperor. Your continuance in office {wells 
your ambition. Youknownotthat Tam perfuaded 
of your partiality for the laws of the Jews, a na- 
tion to me mott obnoxious. You neglect the com- 
mand of your prince. You fhew yourfelf a coward 
to a bafe multitude, when you have a power un- 
der your command fufficient to encounter the 
kings of Parthia, and the whole force of the eaft. 
“You urge compallion for neglect of duty, and 
‘Codead the harveltas an excufe, but it fhall nor be 
ef lone betore your head Shall pay che forfeit. You 
** likewile adduce, by way of palliating your difobe- 
** dience, the gathering in of the fruits, as though, 
“ay Judaa were barren, the bordering provinces 
‘* were not able to fupply provifions, or make up 
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** the deficiency of a country, which is but one go. 
“ vernment, with all their increafe. But why dol 
* deign to reafon upon this bufinefs? or why fut. 
** pend the execution of my menaces on a milereant 
** that deferves my higheft difpleafure 2” 


After fome paufe, Caius determined to diffemble 
his anger for a time; and therefore dictated, toone 
of his fecretaries, an an{wer to Petronius, apparently 
in commendation of the governor’s forefight and 
precaution. Fle was fearful of fome of his gover. 
nors, left they fhould introduce innovations, efpe- 
cially in large provinces, fuch as the track of land 
comprehending Syria to the Euphrates; fo that hay. 
ing cajoled Petronius, in this letter, with formalities 
of refpect, and fair words, he only concealed his re. 
fentment, which was implacable, till a St opportu- 
nity fhould offer for fhewing: it; though he enjoined 
him, at all cvents, to attend to the dedication of the 
ftatue, in preference to all other purfuits. 


CHAP. XVI. 


King Agrippa comes to Rome, and is greatly affected on 
hearing of the dedication of the fiatue. His elabo- 
rate epiftle to the emperor upon the occafion. 


OON after this king Agrippa came to Rome, to 
pay his duty to the emperor, after his ufual man- 
ner, without any knowledge of what had pafled be- 
tween Petronius and Caius. However, fromthe em- 
peror’s clouded vifage, he conjeétured that fome re- 
dentment lurked and was brooding in his breaft. He 
confidered with himfelf if he had not, either in word 
or action, offended him; but, being uncon{cious of 
any mifdemeanor, he concluded, as was really the 
cafe, that his refentment was again{t others. Yet 
perceiving again that his ftern alpect was directed at 
him, he fell into his former apprehenfions. He was 
feveral times defirous of enquiring the caufe, but as 
often put a reftraint upon himfelf, left his rafh cu- 
riofity fhould bring upon his own head thofe me- 
naces which were defigned for others. 


Caius, who was very expertin reading the mind in 
the vifage, obferving Agrippafearful, thusaddreffed 
him: ‘* Agrippa, perceive you are in doubt, and 
‘© will therefore remove your fcruples. You cannot 
be ignorant, from the long time you have con- 
verfed with me, that I difcourfe with my eyes as 
well as with my tongue. The good people of your 
nationencroach a diftinétion fromthe reft of man- 
kind, refufe Caius the honour of being ftileda 
god, and, in their contumacious difobedience, 
plunge themfelves into certain deftruction, It is 
my pofitive command to have the ftatue of Jupi- 
ter fet up intheir temple, and now multitudes are 
affembled from all quarters, under the pretext of 
fupplicants, bur, in reality, to trample my orders 
under their feet.” 


As the emperor was proceeding, king Agrippa 
fuddenly changed colour, was feized with a total 
trepidation, and his lees failed him to that degree, 
that, without fupport, he muft have fallen to the 
ground. He was at length conveyed to his apart- 
ment fpeechlefs, and almoft motionlefs. 


Caius, by this accident, was more exafperated a- 
gainit the Jews, and from it drew this inference. 
“ Tf Agrippa, my familiar friend, who is indebted 
to me for fo many good offices, has fo great a ve- 
neration for the rites of his country, that he can- 
not hear a word againft them without being affect- 
ed almoft to death, what mult I expect from 
others, who have no confideration of that kind to 
prevail with them in my favour ?” 
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Agrippa all that day was inakind of ftupor, til! 
towards the evening he began to raife his heaa# 
little, and, with much difficulty, opened his eyes 
though his fight was fo much impaired, that he 
could nor diftinguifh the perfons who ftood around 
him. A little after this he fell into a gentle repolts 
and feemed to reft better than he had done, pie 
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the drawing of his breath, and the beating of his 
pulle. When he awoke, he exclaimed, Am I 
‘ewith the emperor? Is he preient ??” His actend- 
ants, in.aniwer, bade him “* be of geed courage, as 
he was in his own apartment, and the emperor was 
not there.” Vhey defired him, as he had flepe long 
enough, co raifé himfelf a little, and look on thote 
around him, who were his friends, dometlics, true 
and faithful fervants. The tendernefs they expreffed 
for him in his diftrels, brought him, in fome mea- 
lure, to himlelf again. Upon the phy ficians order- 
ing the company to withdraw, that the/patiencmight 
be quiet, and ac liberty for remedies and refreth- 
ments, he faid, ** Vrouble not yourlelves about de- 
‘“ Ticacies for my palate; a coarle diet, and good ap- 
“ necite, are all J afk; and more yet than { fhould 
“make ule of, if it were not for the hopes I have 
“left me of living to be ferviceable, even at chis 
* Jaft excremity, to my miferable country.” 


Thele words were accompanied with a flood of 
tears. Efe contented himfelf with what was barely 
neceflary co fupport exiftence, drinking water with- 
out the lett mixcure of wines ;_ and having finithed 
his meal, made this remark; ** I have paid a debe 
“tg nature, and have nothing more left me to do, 
© bue dutifully co folicit Caius on the prefent me- 
“ Jancholy {tate of the Jews.” Having thus tpoke, 
he called tor a tablet, and wrote co the emperor as 


follows: 


« SIRE, 


“BETWIXT the fear and the reverence I 
* have for your Imperial Majefty, in the dread of 
“your high difpleature on the one hand, and in 
“the veneration I have tor the dignity of your 
“ facred character on the other, I have rather pre- 
“fumed to lay my humble duty at your majetty’s 
“ feec in writing, than to venture upon it in a ver- 
“ bal addrefs. 


‘Te may be Jaid down for a maxim, that all men 
“ living have a natural affection for the place where 
“they were born, and an awful reverence for the 
“Jaws they were brought up ins which is a truch 
“that hath been abundantly _afferted in the piety, 
* great prince, of your profeffion and practice : and 
“ tt is as natural for every man co approve of his 
“ own way, becaufe we are governed, in particular 
“cafes, more by paffion than by reafon. 


* As to myfelf, I need notinform you, Sire, that 
‘Yam by nation a Jew, by birth of Jerufalem, 
“ the feat of the holy temple, that ftands there de- 
* dicated, ina moft peculiar manner, to the honour 
“of the Moft High God. As to my predecefiors, 
** fomeof them have been kings, others high-priefts; 
** upon which dignity they valued themielves more 
** than upon the authority royal, inferring, that as 
* God is above man, fo the facerdotal character is 
“above the civil; the one exercifing itself in Di- 
“vine matters, and the other only in human. 


« Such is the nearnefs of my relation and ma- 
_, nifold obligations to this nation, country, and 
temple, that I cannot but implore your royal 
_ Stace and favour on their behalf. Firft, for the 
«, Mation, that they may not be forced over trom the 
ee Profeffion of their own religion to the contrary ; 
“ efpecially confidering how trueand Joyal they have 
a OEE been to your illuttrious family; no people 
,, Under the heavens fo frank of their vows and 
«, Prayers for the welfare and profperity of your 
.¢Mpire; or fo free of their facrifices and obla- 
., Hons, not only upon folemn feftivals, but daily ; 
and this not only in plaufible words and forms, 
_ but with a piety of reverence and affection that 
«. came from their very hearts, and without any ex- 
«, CePtions, faving only in cafes of inconfiitence with 
their laws and religion. 


: “*T have this to fay further now for the holy city, 
« 2nd the place of my birth, which is not to be 
« 0oked upon as the metropolis only of Judza, 

but of many other colonies that have been plant- 
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‘ed from thence; as Egypr, Pheocnicia, Upper 
* and Lower Syria, Pamphytia, Cilicia, and te- 
* veral parts of Afia, as far as Bithynia and Pon- 
“ tus: and toin Kurope, there is Pheitaly, Bocotia; 
“* Macedonia, Aftolia, Athens, Argos, Corinth, 
“Sand the better parc of Peloponnelus: and noc 
“only the continent, but the iflands allo of molt 
eminent note, are filled with Jewifh plantarions ; 
“* as Kuboea, Cyprus, and Crete; to day nothing of 
*“thole beyond the Kuphrates: for, in fhort, a 
“Simall part of Babylon, and fome other govern- 
“ments excepted, there is hardly a city of emi- 
“ nence, bucis inthe pefitfiion of the Jews. Phar 
“ifthis be che caie, lam nota fuitor for my own 
*S country alone, but forthe common good ot Alia, 
“© Burope, and Africas fea and land, iflands and 
“ continent, all under one: tor the interett of the 
“whole depends upon the fame act of clemency : 
“and } hope my confidence will be the more par- 
** donable tor the zeal L have to be an inftrument 
in a mediation fo much co the honour of Czzlar. 
© For what can be more agrecable to the fpirit 
“and genius of fo glorious a prince, chan the mi- 
** nitlring fo fair an occalion of obliging the whole 
* world at once; and confeguently the perpetua- 
** ting of your name and memory to all ages, as 
“© the guardian angel of mankind ? 


“You have been pleafed, at the requelt of fome 
** particular friends, to make whole towns free ci- 
* tizens of Rome, and matters of thofe that were 
“ bur fervants betore ;: and in fo doing, your Kkind- 
“* nels was as great to the procurers of this bounty, 
‘Sas to the receivers of it. Iam fenfible of being 
*¢ under the command of a matter; anc yer give 
*“me leave to value myfelf upon the title of 2 
“© friend too; a friend not inferior to many in dig- 
*‘ nity, but above all others in pood.wiltand re- 
*¢ {peét: tor ic has ever been fo; and, in honour and 
** gratitude, it muft ever fo continue. Yet, after alk 
*¢ this, I have not the confidence to intercede for 
“© my countrymen for grants and privileges; no, 
“© nor io much as for the common freedom or im- 
““ munity from taxes. The grace that I have ta 
“beg would be of high advantage co them, it is 
“Ctrag, and of no fort of inconvenience to Cuelar : 
** for what greater blefling can a fubject defire than 
*€ the fuvour of his prince? Was it not Jerufalenr 
“© thar firfl congratulated Caius on his accecilion to 
“the empire? Was it noc Jerufalem again thae 
**fent the joyful tidings of it into all the neigh 
*©bouring, provinces? Vhe very tranfaclion of 
*© making the Jews fublervient to fuch a revolution 
** may deferve fome fort of acknowledgment. «As 
“© the eldeft fon of the family is reputed the moft 
“* honourable, becaufe ic was he that firft entitled 
** his parents to the reverend names of father and. 
‘© mother, fo that city, one would think, chat firlt 
“ faluced Caius by the name of emperor, fhould be 
“ treated as well, at leaft, if not better, than any 
** of the refit. 


** T have been thus far an advocate for my cour- 
“try; but my lafl prayer muft be for our temple. 
<'This temple, Caius, is the houle of God; and 
** there was never any Image made with hands ad- 
*€ mitted into it. “he works of painters and tkatua.- 
“ries are the figures only of fenfible gods; but 
“ for any artift to offer at any fort of reprefentatioA 
* of the invifible God was looked upon as an abo- 
“ mination. Agrippa, your grandfather,- had a 
* mighty reverence tor this temple. Auguftus 
“ provided exprefsly for fupplying it with the 
“¢ frit fruits trom all quarters, and the offering of 
“ daily facrifices in it. Your great grandmother 
“had likewile a high veneration for it. Neither 
“ Greek, in fine, or barbarian, neither prince 
“© or potentate, no, nor the deadlieft enemies we 
“had, fedition, war, bondage, defolation, or the 
“© moft defltruétive of other calamities, could ever 
se prevail upon us to receive the idol of an image 
“into the temple. Not that ir had no enemies, but 
“irs religion was fafe ftill, for being dedicated to 
* the father and author of all things, it truck peo- 
*¢ ple into a dread of the judgments that frequently 
ee pagne fuch violations; fo that they durft not ven- 
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““ ture to fow the feeds of wickednefs, for fear of 
*‘ reaping the fruits of ic themfelves. We need 
* not to look abroad for inftances, having fo many 
“* nearer home. 


“In the reign of Herod, my grandfather, your 
** prandfather, Marcus Agrippa, paffed the com- 
*¢ plimenc upon him of avifit into fudaza, where he 
“© coafted along the fea-fide up to Jerufalem. Upon 
“a view of the temple, he was fo tranfported 
““ with the glories of the fabric, the folemnities 
“* of the facerdotal. rites and ceremonies, the fim- 
“ plicity of the people’s manners, and, in fine, with 
“* the delight of fo curious and wonderful a {pecta- 
“* cle, that he was continually enhancing the ho- 
** nour of that illuftrious {tructure ; infomuch thar, 
*¢ for the time he ftaid there, he never miffed to 
“ much as one day’s attendance, but {till paid his 
** conitant vilits, entertaining himfelf all the while 
“ with the contemplation of the holy velts, the or- 
“* der of the facrifices,. and the awful majefty of 
“© the high-prieft,. in his rich pontifical robes, as he 
*° far exalted above the reft. In fine, when he had 
“* prefented his donations to the holy temple, and 
* fhewed himfelf as. indulgent to the citizens as 
““ was poffible, faving only an exemption from 
*“ taxes, Herod accompanied Agrippa to the fea- 
“* fide,. upon his return,. where they exchanged mu- 
** tual acknowledgments of the high obligations 
“ they had the one to the other; the people ftrewing 
*¢ the paffage all the way he went with boughs and 
* flowers, in. token of the veneration they. had for 
** his piety and bounty.. 


** So, Sire, your great uncle Tiberius; was not 
“Che manifeitly of the fame principle and judg- 
““ ment? Did not our religion and temple ftand 
** firm and fafe through the whole three and twenty 
*“ years of his reign, without any fort of inno- 
eu wt d 

vation ? Nay, there is fomething that I both can 
““and mutt fay to TViberius’s honour; though I 
“* myfelf had very hard treatment from him. But 
“truth is truth, and J am fure you. will have the 
“¢ patience to hear it. 


*¢ When Pilate was governor of Judzea, le dedi- 
“cated to Tiberius certain. gilt bucklers; not fo 
“* much out of refpeét to the emperor, as in pure 
“* fpite to the Jews; and they were erected in the 
“* palace of Flerod in Jerufalem. ‘Fhey had no 
“¢ fort of igure’upon them, nor any thing that was 
“¢ prohibited, but barely the two names of the de- 
** dicator, and the perfon to whom they were dedi- 
“< cated. When this ftory came to be noifed among 
*¢ the people, they made application prefently to the 
<< king’s four fons, with fome other branches of 
** the royal family, and feveral. other perfons. of 
** eminence, to employ their intereft with Pilate to 
“<¢ have thefe bucklers removed, as a violation of 
“*the laws and religion of their country, which 
“* former kings and emperors had ever reputed fa- 
‘cred. Pilate, who was harfh in his difpofition, 
** made the mediators fo rude and churlifh a reply 
£¢ to the motion, that it put the multitude into wild 
*¢ and diforderly exclamations. 


** Let people be quiet, they. cried, that would be 
** quiet, without inflaming men to war and {edi- 
** tion, and to: the embroiling of the public peace,. 
“* as if the honour of the emperor depended upon 
“* the violation of the law; never think of cover- 
** ing an injuftice with fo weak a pretext. If you. 
“* have any thing to fhew in your juftification, from 
“© Tiberius, whether edict, letter, or any thing 
** like it, fhew us the warrant, and we have no more 
** to do than to addrefs ourfelves, with humble pe- 
*© citions and remonftrances, to our lord and matter, 
** for redrefs, without taking any further notice of 
“© Pilate; for Tiberius, weare fure, will never ap- 
** prove of this oppreffion. 


** This mode of applying themfelves to Cefar, 
“by remonftrance or deputation, ftartled Pilate 
** more than any thing elle, for fear of laying him 
** open to the world with the hittory of his other 
** iniquities, as corruption, juftice expoled to fale, 
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*© rapine, violence, ruin, torments, innocent blond 
** and the moft barbarous of cruelties. This cho. 
*“leric man was yet fo divided within himielf. 
** that, as he had no mind to gratify the fubjeé, to 
‘* he had not the confidence to withdraw any thing 
** that was made facred by a dedication, being well 
© acquainted with the humour of Tiberius in fuch 
** cafes. When the great men found matters in this 
“* ftate, and that Pilate repented himfelf of whar 
“he had done, however he diffembled it, they re. 
** prefented the cafe to Tiberius by way of letter 
““in.the moft tender and dutiful manner that coul{ 
** be devifed. Tiberius had no fooner notice of Pj- 
“ Jate’s language and behaviour, than he brake our 
into a violent paffion,, though a man not eafily 
** moved. 


os 


** The firft thing he did' was, without any delay, 
“to write to Pilate about it, with a fevere rebuke 
“ for his infolence, and a pofitive command imme- 
** diately to remove the bucklers, and to have them 
** tranfported into the temple thar was built at Ca: 
“© farea (a fea-porr) in honour of Auguftus. This 
expedient was as good as a falvo tothe honour of 
the emperor, and the ancient cuftoms of the city. 
Thefe buckiers, in thofe days, had no gravers 
work upon them; and the point now in quef- 
tion is the graven image. It was then only in 
the governor’s:palace; but it is now to be erected, 
as Tam informed, in the fanétuary; a place fo 
venerable and facred, that only the high-pricttis 
allowed entrance, and that but upon one day in 
the year too ; and after a folemn faft, to burn in- 
cenfe to the glory of God, and. to offer up pray- 
ers to the Almighty, according to cuftom, fora 
** happy year, and the common peace of mankind. 


“Tf any other of our own people, either prieft 
“ or layman, fhall prefume to enter this holy place, 
“contrary to the law, it is made death without 
“mercy. As for example, if the high-prieft thal! 
** dare to enter above one day in a year, or three or 
“four times over, for the purpofe, upon that day 
“ of his entrance, it will mott certainly coft hin 
“his life; fo tender was our lawgiver of preferv- 
‘© ing the reverence of that holy place facred and 
“inviolate. Now ifthe rigour was fo {trict and ca- 
“* pital in tchefe nice cafes, you may eafily imagine, 
“ Sire, what an uproar it would create to_have an 
“© image fet up there, where the high-prieft himfeli 
** was not to be admitted but upon certain limita- 
“tions. How many of our priefts would facrifice 
** themfelves, their wives, and children, in one com- 
“mon pile of carcaffes, rather than outlive the 
“ fight and fufferance of fuch an abomination? 


** This was the cafe in the days of Tiberius. As 
for Auguitus, the beft and the greatett prince 
that ever fat upon the imperial throne, his very 
name being given him out of a deference to his 
conduct and virtue, a prince to whom the whole 
* world was indebted for the bleffing of an univer- 
“* fal peace, this illuttrious prince, I fay, upon fome 
** difcourfe he had concerning our temple, was giver 
* to underftand, that no carved image was fulferee 
“to be brought into it, and for this very reafon, 
‘ that the invifible God was not to be reprefentec 
“ by a vifible fgure. Upon which he was highly 
“ pleated with the reafon, and the piety of the 
** thing; and being a prince moreover of profound 
“literature himfelf, he paffed feveral reflections 
“upon what had been faid; partly recollecting 
“ what he had heard from the learned men he hac 
** conttantly about him, and partly agitating the 
* matter in his own thoughts. He was, in fine, 10 
“ creat a lover of letters,. that his very table dil- 
“© courfes were as good as philofophical leéturess 
“‘ and his feftival entertainments were accommo- 
“ dated to the relief and fatisfaétion both of body, 
‘Sand mind. Not to multiply inftances in prod 
‘* of this prince’s generofity and good-will cowards 
** our people, I fhall produce only two. 
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“ Firft, upon notice that there was not fuch Sal 
* caken for the return of our firft-fruits as the sae 
“ter required, the emperor wrote to the sovemne 
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“ of the provinces in Afia, not to give any fort of 
“interruption to the Jews meeting in their fyna- 
* oogues; (but this liberty was not to be extended 
“to any other.) For the Jews meetings are not 
* like che feaits of Bacchus, to encourage drunken- 
“ nels and fedition, but fchools rather of piety and 
“common juftice. And as for their yearly firtt- 
“ fruics, they were only intended for facrifices to be 
* offered up to God in the temple. This was fol- 
“ lowed with an exprefs command, not to put the 
“¢ Jews to any trouble about their meetings or col- 
“ [eétions, after the manner of their country. I 
“ may miftake the word, but che fubftance I well 
“know of, as your majefty will find in a letter 
“ from Norbanus, whereof this is a true copy. 
































C. Norbanus Flaccus, proconful, to the magiftrate 
of Ephefus, greeting, 


“ Cufar has fignified unto me by letter, that 
“‘ whereas the Jews continue their old cuitom of 
“ religious meetings, and of gathering monies to 
“ be fent to Jerulalem, under the name of firft- 
“fruits, it is his imperial majefty’s will and plea- 
“ fure chat they be all left ac liberty fo ro do. Of 
‘“ this you are to take notice, and to pay your obe- 
“ dience accordingly.” 


*¢ What clearer evidence, Sire, can there be in the 
‘“* world of Czefar’s opinion of our temple, than the 
* indulging of the Jews in the public exercife of 
“their worfhip, the freedom of their collections 
“ for holy ufes, and the countenancing of them in 


“© other offices of piety ? 


‘* There is yet another argument of the good- 
“ will chat Auguftus bare us; that is to fay, he or- 
“ dered the dally facrifice of a bull and two lambs, 
“out of his own revenue, to be offered up to the 
“ honour of our God; and the practice of it hath 
“ been kept up ever fince to this very day, without 
“any intermiffion. This objation Crefar defigned 
“for the altar; and yet he very well underitood 
“* that there was no image in the cale, either within 
“ or without. But this wife and learned prince was 
“* neverthelefs convinced of the neceflity of having 
“© fone glorious temple upon earth, dedicated in a 
“ peculiar manner to the invifible God; where men 
“* might offer up their devotions in hopes of having 
“their prayers heard and granted, and without any 
“ vifible Agure. 


A “With your majefty’s leave, once again. What 
. did your great grandmother, the emprefs Julia, 
*, but copy her great mafter and hufband, Au- 
« Bultus, in the profufion of her royal bounties 
;, Ubon this temple, as veflels of gold and filver, 
* With other ornaments and prefents to_an inefti- 
4 Mable value ? ‘To what end was all this without 
: Image-work ? For womens minds are commonly 
« Weak, and hard to be wrought upon, fave only 
G by fenfible objeéts. This princefs, however, that 
«, ¥4s as niuch beyond other women in perfpicuity 
¥ and judgment as in all other excellencies, fup- 
«, plied the failings of the fex by ftudy and medita- 
« Uon, and gave herfelf up fo entirely to thought 
« and {peculation, that fhe looked upon the practi- 
cal part to be only a fhadow of the other. 


« _ Now, great Sir, after fo many glorious inftances 
me of tendernefs and clemency out of your own fa- 
« Muy, and thofe of your anceftors, in particular, 
_ trom whom you have received both your life and 
« 2overnment, be bur fo gracious towards our 
« People as your predeceifors have been every one 
« Of them before you. Here are emperors inter- 
« ceding for our laws to an emperor; feveral au- 
ue guft brinces to one; grandfathers and Great 
« S'andtathers to a grandchild, many to a fingle 
« Perfon, And what is the requeft at lait, but 
«this? They do humbly beg of you not to make 
« Void thofe laws and cuftoms, that, from their Arft 
« eftablifhment, have been kept facred to this very 

day. Thefe aéts, itis true, may be vacated, and 


** thefe innovations wrought, perhaps, without any 
** judicial vengeance upon the tranfgreffion; but 
‘““whoever confiders future uncertainty, and, that 
** Divine Jurtice is neverthelels ture tor being Jome- 
“times Now, will tremble to think of the conle- 
** quences, if at the fame time he believes there is a 
* God. 


“SIT fhould take upon myfelf to enumerate the 
* infinice obligations [ have to your majeity, my 
** time would not ferve me cto recount them; nei- 
“ther would it become me to handle fo facred a 
“fubjeét; but the thing {peaks itlelf. It is no fe- 
** cret, Sire, thac I was in irons, and that J ftand in- 
““debted to yourtelf for my liberty; but 1 hope 
“you did not eate me of thole chains to load me 
“¢ with heavier. In that cafe my fuffering was only 
** in one part of my body, but in this my very foul 
“‘finks under the burthen. You did tirft deliver 
*¢ me from the dread of death, and you received me 
‘© afterwards out of death irtelf; lo that Agrippa 
*« defires no more now, than that Caclar would pre- 
“Sferve the lite he has reftored ; for otherwife, TF 
** have only outlived a lefs calamity to perifh by a 
“© greater. 


** Jr is to your royal bounty that I am a debtor 
** for the gift and digniry of a crowns; and after 
** that for the addition of another, and a greater 
‘© command, in Trachonitis and Galilee. But af- 
°° ter che multiplying of fo many extraordinary fa- 
** vours upon ime, do not deprive me, J befeech 
“you, of things the motft neceflary of all others. 
“* J am not folicitous for fear of either Jofing my 
“* commiffion, or of being. dragged to my former 
“ftation ; but my requelt is, once for all, chat che 
“laws of my country may be proteéted and main- 
** rained. For what will the world fay of me elfe, 
“either Jews or others? One of thefe two things 
* mult neceffarily follow ; either I fhall be looked 
** upon as a betrayer of my country, or as a perfon 
*C utterly loft co the honour of your friendfhip: 
‘and what could make me more miferable than 
“ either of them? For fuppofing mytelf co be {till 
“* in the number of your confidents, and at the fame 
“© time to tuffer my country to go to deftruction, I 
** mutt certainly incur the charaéter of a falfe man 
“* for employing my intereft no better, upon a pre- 
** fumption that emperors and princes deny no fuch 
** boons to their favourites. Or, if I fhould be fo 
“* unhappy as to have loft your good graces, do not 
“© Jay me in chains, I befeech you, as Tiberius did; 
© but inftead of my liberty, tale away my life this 
““ very momenc: that is all Lafk. For what fig- 
** nifies lite to me after the lofs of your friendfhip, 
*© which is the only hope and comfort I have in this 


** world ? 


CHAP. XVII. 


Caius, ou the receipt of Agrippa’s letter, orders Petro-~ 
nius to make an alteration in the temple of Ferufalem. 
Repents of it, and countermands his order. Goes to 


Alexandria, and claims divine worfbip. 


GRIPPA, having difpatched this letter to 

Caius, keptclofé in his apartment, and waited 
the confequence with the greateft impatience and 
anxiety, under apprehenfions that his importunity 
might be unfeafonable; for the liberty and fatery 
not only of Judaea, but of all the Jews over the 
face of the earth, were at {take upon it. 


While the emperor was perufing this letter, he 
perceived his defign had not fucceeded : fometimes 
he was won over by the juftice of fo good a caufe, 
and fometimes by the intreaties that were annexed 
to it. He condemned Agrippa in part, in part ac- 
cufed him, and laid to his charge the inordinate love 
and affection he difcovered for his countrymen, who 
had been the only people thar, through contumacy 
and difobedience, had refufed the dedication of his 
image. However, he commended the king for not 

. concealing 
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concealing his mind, which he faid fhewed a great 
joul, and generous difpofition. To all outward ap- 
pearance he feemed pertectly reconciled, and re- 
turned an anfwer to Agrippa’s Ictter, couched in 
very mild and obliging terms. He gave the king a 
kind of promife, that there fhould be no more men» 
tion of thededication; and at the fame time ordered 
a letter to be written to Petronius, co fluffer no in- 
novation to be made in the temple at Jerufalem. 
However, to render it apparent that his difpofition 
and refolutions were not entirely changed, it was 
particularly {tated in the letter, chat, though he ex- 
empted one metropolis, if any of the bordering 
cities were found to obitruét others that were de- 
firous to erect temples, altars, or ttatues to him, 
fuch as gave the impediment were either to be put 
immediately to death, or be fent cto him. 


This was the fpring of numerous feditions, and 
the caufe of civil wars: it was no other than a 
fhrewd and tacit abrogation of the favour he feemed 
to have conferred with fo much fimplicity and 
juttice. Thofe who were enemies to the Jews dif- 
covered their hatred more againft them than they 
did honour to Caius, who punifhed fuch very fe- 
verely as were found to make any difturbance. He 
gave orders again for his ftacue to be set up in the 
temple; but Divine Providence fo. ordered it, that 
the people were quiet beyond.expectation, nor af- 
forded the leat pretences: for fo doing, though the 
finallett fault was attended with the worft of con- 
dequences. Caius, indeed,. continued bufy and trou- 
blefome asever. The favours he had granted ren- 
dered him uneafy, and his former defire re-Kindled 
within his breaft. Ie gave orders for another fta- 
tue to be made at Rome, of brafs,. covered. over with 
gold, throwing afide chat caft for him at Sidon, left 
any tumult fhould arife among the people. Care 
was taken co put this ftatue privately on fhip-board, 
that it might be tranfported into Judgea, and fet up 
in the remple before the people were aware. He alfo 
took thipping for Egypt, thinking thereby to ac- 
coraplith his defign the fooner. 


The emperor lad an extreme defire to fee Alex- 
andria, and {pared no coft for accommodation upon 
his paffage, being of opinion that this was the pro- 
pereft place in the world tor advancing his fantatti-. 
cal defigns, both with refpeé& to the authority and 
example of a leading city, and its convenient fitua- 
tion for univerfal commerce. Indeed, it is generally 
found, that not only the lower clafs of men, but 
cities too imitate the example of their fuperiors. 


Caius. was fo variable and inconftant in his tem- 
per, that if he had done any thing good, he would 
immediately repent of it, and pervert it into fome 
prejudice and injurious effect. For infance,. he 
once fet fome prifoners at liberty, and though no- 
thing criminal could be alledged again{t them, or- 
dered them to be put into chains again, merely to 
render their condition more miferable and helplets 
than it had been before. Others, that expected to 
dic, were only banifhed; and they deemed it a very 
fortunate circumftance; not that they were cen- 
{cious of any crime, but becaufe the rigid and im- 
placable ‘difpofition of their judge made them de- 
(pair of pardon. Thefe people, in fine, went into 
banifhment with as much good-will as ochers com- 
monly return from it, and deported themfelves as 
chearfully in their exile, as if they had been ar Jj- 
berty in their own habitations. Butir was not lone 
before Caius cut them all off by a military execu 
tion, withoutaffigning any caufe of offence; fo that 
all the noble famiutics in Rome were put into mourn- 
ing for the lofs of their friends and relatives by chis 
execrable affaifination. 


Tf he prefented any with fums of money, he would 
neither own ifas agtit, or as a loan upon confide- 


ration of intereit, but find fome means or other to | 


recover it asa fraud or theft, to the great detriment 

of thofe who received it. Nor did he deem it fuffi- 

cient to force back what he had given, unlefs the 

whole eftate, hereditary and acquired, went alone 

withic, hole who imagined they ftood highett in 

his favourandetleem,were dealt within another man- 
2 





ner, a pretence of friendf{hip being the conftant fnare 
by which they were inveigled and fleeced to an in. 
tolerable degree. This was by putting them to pro. 
digious expences to fuppore frequent journies, ay 
whim or frolic led him, and offer hin luxurious 
entertainments. Whole fortunes were fometimes 
f{quandered in the preparation for a fingle feaft, jn 
fomuch that they were reduced to the neceflity of 
taking up fums of money. at intereft, fo great were 
the iplendour and magnificence upon thefe occa. 
fions. This confideration, however, cauted fome to 
reject his friendfhip and kindnefs as not only unpro- 
firable, but dangerous and injurious. Indeed, they 
found. that all his plaufible: appearances were only 
{nares to entrap the unwary. . 


Thus variable and violent were his temper and 
conduét; but the Jews, to whom he had a mortal 
averfion,.molt fenfibly experienced their effets. Hy 
began with them at Alexandria, by feizing on their 
oratories, and filling them with ftatues reprefenting 
his own image, and that without controul, none dar. 
ing to difpute his authority. The temple of thy 
holy city was now the only remaining fanctuary the 
Jews had left them, and this Caius had the con- 
dence to attempt to appropriate to his own ufe and 
fervice, under the ticle of “© The Temple of the New 
Jupiter, the illuftrious Caius.” Was there ever 
fuch defpicable arrogance ? A man arrogating the 
fupremacy of the Deity ! a man who has the world 
at his difpofal, and cannot be content without afpir- 
ing to the heavens ! Js the Almighty to have no part 
in a world of his own creation? Not fo much as z 
field,.a city, or atemple 2 Wot the leatt trace of fpot 
fer apart for the fervice of the true God 2? What mi- 
feries did Caius draw upon himfelf and his empire 
by this execrable project! A thing as impious as 
impracticable, and not to be though on without 
dread and horror. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


‘The cruelty of Caius towards Philo and the other depu- 
ties of the Alexandrian Fews. 


\ £& fhall now enter upon foime particulars on 

the fubject of the embaffy, to which I waseye 
and ear witnets, when we firft opened our commil- 
fion. We were no fooner entered into the prefence 
than we plainly perceived, from the behaviour of 
the emperor, that, inftead of a judge, we fhould find 
him our accufer and enemy. “A fair and impartial 
judge would have examined the matter in countel, 
inveftigated it from point to point, heard both fides 
indifferently in their turns, and, upon advice with 
the commiffioners, paffed fentence in open court. 
All this, and more, would have been done in form, 
efpecially in a cafe of this confequence, where the 
Vives and liberties of fo many thoufand Alexandrian 
Jews were all at ftake, and the matter fo clear, that 
during a fpace of four hundred years it had never 
been fo much as called in queftion. Bur fo far 
was this mercilefs tyrant from complying with the 
ordinary methods of law and jultice, thar, on che 
contrary, he treated us witha brutality of infolence 
and contempt below the bafeft of flaves. 


Meczenas and Lamias had two gardens betwixt 
the palace and the town, which, for three or four 
days, had been the retreat of Caius, who had de- 
figned this place as the fcene of the tragedy of the 
Tews, while we ourfelves were to be the fpedtator:. 
His orders were for all the villas to be opened, his 
pleafure being to take a minute furvey of each. 1 
was not long before we were introduced, when, 
foon as we beheld him, we proftrated ourfelves wit? 
abundant reverence before him, and faluted him! 
the ftyle of emperor and Auguftus. He returned the 
compliment in fuch a manner, that we could.not 
conftrue, with any degrec of certainty; demanding 
with a file, ‘S1f we were the race odious to thegods., 
who prefumed to defpife him, declared a god by #! 
mankind except ourfelves, and pay adoration 04 
god unknown?” Atthe fame time, with hands UP: 


lifted, he burft out into an exclamation too.bi2" 
phemow 


To EMPEROR 


i iemous to be repeated. Thefe outrages were look- 
tu upon by our enemies as the prognoitics of a cer- 
tua victory; and there was not one attribute pecu- 
har to God hinwelf, bur they afcribed to Caius. 


Lipon this oceafion one Ifdore, a crafty fyco- 
phanc, took oceafion to infinuate co Caius, that, 
“ot he did buc know the mortal hacred the whole 
body oF che Jews had for his imperial majelty, he 
would abhor them much more than he did; ior 
while the whole world were offering their prayers 
and vows for the fatety of his perton, and the prof- 
pericy of his government, the Jews were the only 
people that refuded to do him honour,”? Upon hear- 
ing chis calumny, we unanimoufly exclaimed, that 
‘we were flandered and belied, having bad our {a- 
ctifices in form for the profperity of Caius and the 
empire; and that we did not feat upon the victims 
as tome did, but commirted the facrifice whole to 
the facred fire, and thar upon three remarkable oc- 
enlions. irtt, upon his acceflion to the imperial 
throne; fecondly, upon his recovery from a dan- 
gerous Ulnels, which fo many nations lamented; and 
thirdly, for the fuccefs of his arms in Germany.’ 

Caius, ina frantic tone, replied, ** I grant you did 
inerifice, but not tome; itwastoanother. Where 
then is the duty £? This unexpected aniwer threw 
us into the greateit contternation; we ftood amazed, 
and knew noc what to fay. “Phe emperor, in the 
mean time, went inco the villas, furveying all the 
apartinents, commending fome, difapproving others, 
and giving orders for alterations to be made where 
he thought proper. We followed him up and down 
wherefoever he went, being all the time expoted to 
the reproaches of our enemies as objects of general 
ridicule, Indeed, the whole affair had the appear- 
ance of a farce, Where the judge perfonated the ac- 
culer, and the acculer reprefented an unjull judge. 
te was one teene of faction and malice, without 
any femblance of jufltice and truth. But fuch ac- 
culers, and fuch a judge, ought much rather to be 
buried in filence, than have their proceedings ex- 
poled in writing. We could make no antwer that 
could pleafe him; and the laws of our country im- 
poled filence in feveral cates. 

When Caius had given forme necefary ordersabout 
the buildings, he afked us, with a grave, ferious 
countenance, what was the realon of our abltaining 
from iwine’s flefh ? Our adverfiries were highly 
gratiticd by chis enquiry, as it indicated the ditpo- 
Huon of the emperor, and was poignantly faerric 
uponus. Some of his atrendants, however, repri- 
manded others for the Jicentious freedom of their 
imiles ia the pretence of che emperor, who might 
Jultly deem jt che greateft indignity that could be 
offered him, 

With refpe&t to the queltion, concerning the 
iwine’s flefh, our antwer was, that leveral people and 
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places had their feveral fafhions and cufloms, and 
our adverfarics were prohibited the ule of fome 
things, as we were the ule of others. After fjome 
fareatms had pailed, wecame ro the point in quettion , 
but the emperor, perceiving, chat we were about to 
produce luch vouchers that were irretragable, broke 
off the difcourte, and hatlily withdrew into a fpa- 
cious aparement, where, having, walked and rumi- 
nated with himielf tome time, he came our, and de- 
manded of us, “¢ whac we had to fay 2???) We repre- 
fented our cle as concilely as poflible; but he dete 
us again, and withdrew into anocher apartment, 
where he had a collection of ancient paintings care- 
fully depoficed. 


“The profecution of our caufe being thus delayed, 
we grew impatient, and, indeed, had nothing to ap- 
prehend but certain death. In chis anxiety of mind 
we betook ourlelyes co the true God, with prayer 
and fupplication co protect us from. the rage and 
menaces of the faleone. In compuffion to his fer- 
vanes, he mirigated the fury of the prolecutor, who 
only patied chis fhore reflection, “ thac thofe men 
who would not believe him to be a god, were, in his 
opinion, rather miferable than wicked 3” and having: 
thus fpoken, he retired, and commanded us alio to 


withdraw. 








Vhus were we delivered from a fcene of torment, 
banter, and ridicule, beinggrotsly reviled by the fur- 
rounding fpeétators, as well as fhocked with the 
blafphemics to which we were under a neceffity of 
being ear-witnefles. What was the ground of his 
implacable rage again{t us, but that we were the only 
people in the world who refuled co own him for a 
god ? We fpeak nor this as men tearful of death for 
thefakeof theloveot lite; onthecontrary, we should 
have deemed it the highedl bleffing, had ic advanced 
the common caule of our profeifion. Buc in this 
cafe death would rather have been an ignominy; for 
the mifcarriage of deputics arc generally imputed to 
the ill conduét of their principals. — Uhis reflection 
pointed out to us che propriety of feeking a deli- 
verance, while we were in anxious uncertaincy as to 
the fentence the emperor might pronounce upon the 
Wue; for how could he enter inco the merits of the 
caule who would not hear the particulars? Was it 
not a matter of extraordinary weight and impor. 
tance for all the Jews upon the face of the carth to 
reft their dependence upon us five deputies? Jf Caius 
had gratified the Alexandrians, whae would have 
been the conlequence ? we fhould have had neither 
friends, towns, or oratories lett, Our laws, rites, 
and privileges, Would have been involved in one 
general deltruction, and we mut have funk under 
the burthen of an infupportable opprefion, ‘Thus 
have we briefly fhewn che caute chac excited the 
averfion of Caius to the Jews, and induced him to 
pertecute the whole race with unrelenting cruelty, 
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§ every nation has its peculiar marks of 
diftinétion, fo amongft the Jews nothing 
tends more to aggrandize a family thana 
lineal tucceffion to the tacerdotal dignity. 

In that refpect I may putin my claim; not only as I 
derive my origin from a race of priefts, but alfo from 
thofe of the frit rank in the twenty-four courfes 
which indicates the higheft degree of advancement. 
By my mother’s fide I am allied to blood-royal; for 
the Afmonazan family, from which fhe is deicended, 
enjoyed, during a feries of time, both the kingdom 
and the prieithood together: but to give a detail of 
the fucceffion. : 


Simon, otherwife called Pfellus, was my great 
great Srandfather, who lived when Hyrcanus, the 
jon ot Simon, the high-prieft, and the firft ot that 
name, had the pontificate. This Pfellus had nine 
fons, one of whom was Matthias, furnamed Aph- 
lias, who, in the firft year of king Hyrcanus, mar- 
ried the daughter of Jonathan, the high-prieft. This 
Jonathan was the firit of the fons of Almonzus. 
Matthias had a fon, called Matthias Curtus, in the 
firtt year of the reign of Hyrcanus. His fon’s 
name was Jofeph, born in the ninth year of the reign 
of Alexander, and from him defcended Matthias, 
in the tenth year of Archelaus; to which Matthias 
Y was born, in the firft year ot the reign of Caius 
Ceelar. Uhave three fons. Hyrcanus, the eldeft, was 
born in che fourth year of Vefpafian; Juftus, the 
tecond, in the feventh ; and Agrippa, the youngeft, 
inthe ninth. This is a fhore account of my extrac- 
tion as it ftands upon record, as an irrefragable tef- 
timony, in oppofition co the authors of invidious 
and caluminating reports. 


My father Matthias was greatly efteemed in Jeru-. 
tideni; not only from his honourable defcent, but 
his trit probity and juttice. I hada brother, called 
atter my gather, with whom I was trained up in the 
different branches of literature. Being blefled with 
a found judgmenctand retentive memory, I made fo 
carly a progrets in my ttudies, that, at fourteen years 
of age, the high-pricits and elders did me the honour 
of advifing with me con tome intricate points of 




























law. At fixteen I began to inform myfelf of the 
different opinions of our three feéts, the Pharifees, ters 
the Sadducees, and the Effenes, propofing to my- Ny 
ielf to inveftigate their refpective tenets, and fix my cit | 
choice where I moft approved. I paffed through: 
them all with much labour and mortification; but 
fuppofing the experience I had attained from them 
intufficient to the end propofed, and hearing of one 
Banus, who led the life of an hermit in caves and 
folitudes, no covering but the bark of trees, fed, 
upon nothing but the fpontaneous produétions of 
the earth, and bathed himvfelf night and day in.cold 
water to allay inordinate defires, I followed his ex- 
ample, and having paffed three years with him in 
thele aufterities, and gratified my curiofity in the , 
experiment, I returned to the city in my nineteenth + 
year, and conformed myfelf to the fect of the Pha- *' 
rifees, whole principles much refemble thole of the 
ftoics among the Greeks. 


In the fix and_ twentieth year of my age I hap- gx 
pened to go to Rome, on the following very parti- ke 
cular occaiion. Felix, being at that rime governor 
ot Judea, had fenc feveral priefts, worthy men of 
my acquaintance, as prifoners to Rome, upon 2 very 
frivolous pretence, toclear themfelves of what might 
be objeGted to them before Ceefar. They fhewed 
the utmolt conftancy, chufing rather to fuffer any 
thing chan depart from their dury, which confide- 
ration induced me to determine, at all events, toatl: 
tempt to procure their deliverance. Accordingly! 
embarked for Rome, and falling into a defperate 
ftorm, with about fix hundred in company, we wee 
caft away, and the veffel was loft in the Adriate 
gulph. “Only eighty of the whole number, by #s* 
wonderful Providence, were preferved, being taken: 
up early the next morning by a veflel of Cyrene ; 
when we had kept ourfelves a whole night above # 
water by lwimning, 





Having thus efcaped and got to Dicearchia, 
the Italians called Pureoli,) 1 became acquaint: 
with Alityrus, a comedian, by birth a Jew, andi 
great favour with the emperor Nero. This 1? 
brought metethe knowledge of theemprefs Poppe 
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who immediately, army requef, procured the prictts 3 
their ditcharge, and loaded me with prefents; aiter 
which J recurned to my cwn country. 


Upon my arrival I round affairs in a very preca- 
rious firuation, and the people appeared dupoted to 
a revolt; fo that I endeavoured to keep the rebel- 
tious within the bounds of duty, by reprefencing 
to them the circumitances of the enemy with whom 
they had todo, who were politic, martial, and well 
dilciplined ; that I could not but diffuade them 
from expofing their country, wives, and children, 
and all chat could be dear to them, upon terms fo 
very unequal. I plied them with argument, coun- 
fel, and importunity, to divert then trom an out- 
rive that could not but be attended with many fatal 
confequences. But whatever I laid before them 
had no cfeét, fo greac was the infatuation caufed 
by their defperate condition, Hut perfuaded that 
too often inculeating the leflons | gave them would 
draw upon me theic hatred and lufpicien, as uf I 
fided with the enemy, which might in the end en- 
danger my life, I took tanctuary in che inner tem- 
nie, and, after Manahes, and the principal robbers, 
were put cto death, be smyleli to the pricils and 
chief men of the Phaiitecs. We were prefenty in 
a panic at the people taxing uparms; and when we 
were not able co reflrain their fury, we pretended 
to approve the fteps they had taken; but adviled 
them co decline any holtilities, as we were In hopes 
that Geflius Florus would come to our affiflance, 
wich a fufficient body of forces to quell the fedition. 







But upon his coming, and giving battle to the re- 
bels, he had the ill fortune to be defeated, and fe- 
veral of his men were Main, which overthrow be- 
came the lource of great calamities to our nation ; 
for thofe that were dilpofed for war entertained 
hopes of finally conquering the Romans. Befides, 
another caufe occurred tor rckindling this war, 
which was as follows: ; 


The Syrians and Jews living promifcuoufly to- 
gether in feveral great towns bordering upon Ju- 
daa, the former took their opportunity of jeizing 
upon all the Jews, with their wives and children, 
who dwelt among them, and inhumanly put them 
todeath, without any fort of provocation or offence ; 
for there was nothing of a confpiracy, or fo much 
as difalfe€tion to the Romans charged upon them. 
But the barbarity of the Scythopolitans exceeded 
all the reit; for they not only forced the Jews of the 
place, thar were their fellow-citizens, to bear arms 
againtt thofe of their own tribe that came before ir, 
(thing exprefsly forbidden by our laws,) but when 
they had worfted the enemy by their afliflance, with- 
ouc any regard to juftice, gratitude, or common 
faith, put them all to the iword, without mercy or 
diltinétion, tothe number of feveral thoufands. The 
Jews of Damaicus were treated much in the fame 
manner, as is related at large in our hiftory of the 
Jewilh wars. We mention this circumftance in 
particular, in order to make it generally known 
that we did not undertake this war upon choice, bur 
were forced upon it by extreme neceffity. 


After the overthrow of Geffius, the leading men 
of the Jews finding themfelves weak and unarmed, 
and in danger of a turbulent and powerful faction, 
thought it time to provide for their own fecurity 5 
fo that confidering how Galilee was divided, they 
fent me, and two other priefts, Joazar and Judas, as 
commiffioners, to try 1f we could prevail with the 
{editious people to lay down their arms; not fo as to 
part with them entirely, but only to depofit chem, 
for the prelent, in the hands of their governors, ti)) 
they fhould have occafion to ule them, and wait cll 
they were better informed what the Romans intend- 
ed to do. ‘ 


When I had received thefe inftruétions, I pro- 
ceeded to Galilee, and found the people of Sep- 
phoris very much agitated by a concern for their 
country, into which the Galileans had made inroads, 
(n pretence of their ftanding up for the Romans, 
and their adherence to Sennius Gallus, then gover- 
nor ct Syria, But I effeétually removed all their 
@pprchenfions, by obtaining for them a licence to 
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fend as often as they plealed to Dora, a city, of 
Phoonicia, to their hoflages they had given to Gel- 
fius. ‘Phe citizens of ‘Miberais had taken arms on 
the following cccafion. 


There were three tations in this cicy. The firft 
confilted of men of honour and integrity, and Ju- 
lius Capellus was their chiei; who was joined by 
Herod, the fon of Miarus; Flerod, the fon of Ga- 
malus; and Comptus, the ion of Compfus: but 
as tor his brother Crifpus, whom Agrippa had 
made governor of the cown, he now lived upon his 
eftate “beyond Jordan. All thefe were urgent for 
the citizens continuing their allegiance to the king 
and the people of Rome; Pillus being the only man 
of rank who, in compliance with his ton Jultus, 
went the other way. “The fecond faction was come 
poled of rabble, and ieemed determined sor, war. 
At the head of the chird was the above-mentioned 
Jultus, who pretended to have feruples with refpect 
to the war, but ftil was defirous of innovation, 
froma view of advancing hinielf by means of the 
confuiion. 


Yothis end he endeavoured to perfuade the peo- 
ple, ¢ Vhat this city had ever belonged to Galilee, 
and reputed in the days of Elerod che tetrarch, its 
founder, the capital of the province: that this 
right of precedence was never to much as quel- 
tioned from{the time of Agrippa, the father, cll che 
government of Felix, when he gave it away to the 
younger Agrippa: and that the people of Seppho- 
ris, in fine, never claimed any privilege above their 
neighbours, till they fubjected themielves to the 
Roman yoke, and removing the records and trea- 
fure upon that revolution.” 


When Jullus, by thefe means, had inflamed the 
people to a revolt, he told chem in plain terms, 
‘Phat, fince the Sepphorites were fo obftinately 
devoted to the interelt of the Romans, they had no 
other means of vindicating their rights and liber- 
ties, than immediately to take up arms, and join 
with the Galileans in oppofing the Sepphorites.” 
Vhis popular and plaulible addrefs wrought greatly 
upon the people. Befides, he was fo well verted in 
the Greek tongue, as to write an account of thele 
tranlactions, palliating and difguifing matters as 
he found moft conducive cto his purpofe. Bue I 
fhall more particularly delineate the chara@er of 
this Juftus, and point out, in the progreis of the 
narrative, how he and his brother had well nigh 
proved the deftruéticn of our nation. When he 
had gained over fome of the citizens by perfuafion, 
and others by force, to take up arms, he marched 
ouce with them in a body, and ice fire to the ha- 
bitations of the Gadarenes and Tlippenians, about 
Tiberais and Scythopolis. 


To pafs over from the ftate of Tibcrais to that of 
Gilchala. John, the fon of Juevi, finding feveral of 
his fellow-citizens highly impatient of the Roman 
yoke, endeavoured to keep them within the com- 
pafs of good faith and obedience. But he could 
not gain his purpote; for the Gadarenes, Tyrians, 
and others, having joined their forces, attacked and 
took Gifchala by itorm, Jaid it in afhes, and then 
returned home. John was fo exafperated at this 
outrage, that he colleéted: his troops, marched, 
fought and defeated them. After that he rebuilt the 
place, and, for better Jecurity, encompaffed it with 
a {trong wall. 


But the people of Gamala ftood firm to the Ro- 
mans from the following caufe. Philip, the fon of 
Jaconius, king Agrippa’s lieutenant, having efcap- 
ed outot Jerufalem while the enemy was berore the 
palace, fell into another danger of being deftroyed 
by Manahem, and his band of robbers, but was pre- 
ferved by fome of his Babylonifh relations, who 
were then at Jerufalem. Upon the fifth day after 
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his efcape, he dilguifed himfelf by a cap of fulfe wenderiut 
hair, and fhifted away till he came toa certain vil- lve 


lage of his own, near the caltle of Gamala, where 
he fent orders to fome of his fubjegts to come to 
him. Inthis place he was feized with a fudden fe. 
ver, which providentially proved the occafion of 


- faving his lite; for, upon falling into this diftem. 
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per, he wrote to Agrippa and Berenice, by a cer- 
tain freeman of truft and credit, with orders to de- 
liver his letter to Varus, to whom had been com- 
mitted the care of the palace in their abfence, on a 
journey to Berytus, with an intention of meeting 
Geffius. 


When Varus found, by thefe letters, that Philip 
had made his efcape, he was greatly concerned, leit 
the king and queen fhould difcharge him from their 

varus, aw fetvice upon his return; fothat he expofed the mef- 
grippr's  fenger to the people as animpoitor,; alledging that 
deputy, puts Philip was at that time at Jerufalem with the Jews, 
a meifenger making war again{t the Romans; and upon this ca- 
animpottor, Tumny he caufed him to be put to death. When 
hilip had waited a confiderable time, and received 
no news either of the meffenger or the letters, he 
difpatched a fecond with another packet, to enquire 
what was become of the formers. and he was taken, 
off upon the fame pretence. Now the Syrians of 
Cefarea had perfuaded Varus that the Romans 
would certainly revenge themielves upon Agrippa 
for this rebellion of the Jews, and that, upor his 
death,. the crown would devolve to him as a branch 
of the royal line, defcending from Sohemus, the 
Atuiree tw» tetYarch of Libanus. Varus became fo puffed up 
the kings With this conceit, that he intercepted the king’s let- 
dom, ters, and @uarded all the paffes, in order to deprive 
him of intelligence of what was done. He put 
great numbers of the Jews to death, to make an in- 
tereft with the Syrians of Cefarea; and likewifle 
propofed engaging the Trachonites of Batanea with 
him in a_war with the Jews in Ecbatana, which 

they call Babylonians. 


In order to the profecution of this defign, he fent 
for twelve of the principal Jews in Cefarea, and dif- 
patched them away in his name, with a meffage to 
their friends at Kcbatana, purporting, that Varus 
had heard of their entering into » conipiracy againit 
their king, but that though he did not believe the 
report, he required them to lay down their arms, as 
the moft demonitrative proof of their innocence. He 
alfo enjoined them to bring feventy of their principal 
men, to antwer all objeétions im behalf ot the reft. 
The twelve deputies accordingly went, and acquit- 
ted themfelves of their commiffion, but, upon ftrict 
enguiry at Ecbatana, among people of their own 
tribe, not finding the leaft colour for any fuch ru- 
mour, they took, according to their initructions, 
feventy of the pune men along with them, and 
proceeded towards Cefarea. Varus, in the mean 

The fows time, having planted himfelf in the paffage with a 
: guard of the king’s troops about him, fell upon 
them, and cuc all to pieces except one man ; after 
which he advanced upon his defign againft the 
Jews at Ecbatana, 


inveipled, 
sind cut to 
picees. 


But, by awonderful Providence, the only one of 
the feventy who efcaped got thither before him, 
with the news of this abominable treachery; upon 
which the inhabitants put themfelves in arms, and, 
with their wives and children, retired to the caftle 
of Gamala, leaving their goods and cattle behind 
them toa mighty value. As foon as Philip heard 

Phitipgees Of the adventure, he repaired thither, and was wel- 
t Ganalu, comed with univerfal acclamations of the people, 
and istene who tendered him their lives and fortunes in a con- 
“Mittance of teit with Varus and his Cefarean abettors, if he 
the intabi- would but do them the honour to command them, 
yinseind for ig was now reported that the king was flain. 
ws. Philip, however, endeavoured to reftrain their zeal, 
by reminding them of the benefits the king had 
conterred upon them, the formidable power of the 
Romans, and the defperate hazard of a rebellion, 
infomuch that they were brought in the conclufion 
to better reafon. When the king had intelligence 
starusisree OF the refolution of Varus, with refpedt to the maf- 
moved, and facre of all the Jews in Cefarea, he removed him 
sucezeded from his government, and appointed Equus Modius 
* to fucceed him, Philip keeping poflefion of the 
citadel of Gamala, and the country bordering upon 

it, that continued their allegiance to the Romans. 







When I came into Galilee, and received the news 
of theie¢ wranfactions, F wrote to the Sanhedrim at 
Jerufalem refpecting every circumftance, and re- 
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quefting their commands as to my future proceed. 
ings. ‘Their inftruétions were for_me to remain 
where 1 was, and provide the beft I could for the ,, 
defence and fecurity of the place,. and to retain my hs 
colleagues if they approved it. But having ac. « 
quired great riches from the tythes which were due" 
to them as priefts, they refolved to return; but, ar tS 
my requeft, ftaid a little longer, till matters were * 
better accommodated. We went together from Sep- 
phoris to Bethmaus,. about four furlongs diftant 
from Tiberais, whither fending a meflenger, I fim. 
moned the elders of the people to appear before me, 
Upon their arrival, (and Juftus among the reft,) J 
told them I was fent to them by the people of Jern. 
falem, together with my colleagues, to confer with 
them about the demolition.of the palace which He. 
rod, the tetrarch, had erected there, and adorned 
with the images of divers animals, in direé& viola. 
tion of our laws, and requefted them to put that 
work into immediate execution. Capellus, and the 
reft of his faction, oppofed it a long time; but at 
length, after an hard conteft, we carried the point, 





, While this controverfy was onthe tapis, Jefus, the 7: 
fon of Sapphias, inftigated an abandoned banditti to 
fet fire to the palace royal, in expectation of confi." 
derable booty; for every thing he faw was magnifi. lie, 
cent and fumptuous; fo that they pillaged many 

things, notwithftanding our utmoit precaution. 

Having traniacted our bufinefs with che people of 

Tiberais, we withdrew from Bethmaus into the Up. 1: 
per Galilee: bur the faction of Jefus put all the! 
Greeks in Tiberais to the fword, and all whom they ; 
deemed enemies before thefe hoftilities. 


When [ had intelligence of thefe proceedings, I 
was much enraged, went down to Tiberias, and 
ufed all the care and diligence poffible to fave the 
houfhold furniture of the palace from the hands of 
the pillagers. Among thefe were candlefticks of 
Corinthian brats, royal tables, and a great quantity 
of Glver in the mafs.. Refolved to preferve what- 
ever I faved for the king’s ule, I fent for ten of the 
principal men in the fenate, and Capellus, the fon of 
Antilus, and delivered to them the refpeétive ar- 
ticles, with an exprels charge not to part with them 
to any one without my particular order. 


From thence I proceeded with my colleagues to 
Gifchala, to watch the motions of John, whom we 
found manifeftly engaged in forming a party, and 
fetting up for himfeli. Ele importuned me to give fi 
him authority to export the corn that belonged to 
the emperor, who had feveral magazines in the 
Upper Galilee. Perceiving the drift of his inten- 
tion in this requeft, I affured him thar I could not 
poffibly permit him; as being obliged, by virtue of 
my commiffion from Jerufalem, to take care of all 
things within that jurifdiction, I could not difpole 
of fuch ftores any other way than for the fervice of 
Ceefar, or the good of the province. Finding he 
could not prevail with me, he applied himfelf to my 
colleagues, who, through want of forefight, and the 
prevalence of avarice, were induced, by bribes and 
fair words, to comply with his requeit ; fo that hav-1 
ing a majority of votes on his fide, it was carried: 
againft me. John had no fooner gained this point, 
than he bethought himfelf of another invention. 


The inhabitants of Cefarea Philippi were com- 
plaining to him (he faid) for want of pure_virgin 
oil, and defired him to tupply them; the Grecian 
oil being forbidden them, and the king’s probibi- 
tion barring them from going out of town to fetch 
it. John was evidently actuated herein by intereft, 
not religion; for he knew that this oil bore forty 
times the price at Gifchala that it did at Cefarea; fo 
that he fent away the whole {tock from one place 
to the other, under colour of authority from me, 
which, indeed, I did sot grant him voluntarily, but 
from apprehenfion, had I refufed, of being {tone 
by the _multicuce. joho, in the end, gained valt 
fums of money by this ftratagem. 








Having fent my colleagues from Gifchala to Je: 
rufalem, {made it my entire bufineis to arm, for-f 
tify, and, in fhort, provide the beft I could for the 


defence of my province. The free-booters I found 
wer 





THe LIFE or FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. sat 
were not to be reduced by force, and therefore tried {| actual bafenefs, of betrayingatruft, foronetreachery Jofephus 
the effeét of compofition; fo that a treaty was en- || would moft certainly be,avenged upon the head of 


the people 


tered into with feveral leading men among them to of Tiberias, 


take them into pay, being all convinced that the 
charge of the penfion would not be comparable to 


the traitor by another, and after one act of perfidy 
their credit would be loft for ever. 


NTT RTE fe PT 


the fpoil they would make by rapine and pillage. 
We came, in fine, to an agreement; and I took 
their oaths for the performance of articles, and fo 


Thad fearcely uttered thefe words, when I heard a 
voice earneftly calling to me to come down and pro- 
vide for my own fecurity, as my enemies were juft 


upon me, and this was no time for fpeeches. ‘The 
truth was that John, having me at advantage in a 
place where I was little better chan alone, drew a 
feleét number of men out of the thoufand that he 
commanded, with orders to fall upon me by fur- 
prize. They were already advanced within a little 


difmiffed them, The conditions were thefe; that they 
fhould not offer any violence either ro Romans or 
natives, nor ever fet foot into our country but when 
they were called, or behind hand in their pay. For 
it was my Principal concern to keep Galilee in peace, 
in order to which I made choice of feventy of their 


} 
‘ 
f 
‘ 





Jofephus 
Y appounts 
Say uf the 





: iting their defign, which they had certain] 
tec. beft men to go along with me, and made ufe of Gan “te T had HOE eee down hae: very easrueny Narrow! 
ives themas companions, counfellors, andaffiftants, and, 2 arrowly 


by the help of one of my own guards, who led me efeapes out 
off to the lake, where I found a veflel that con- chine 
veyed me to Tarichea, beyond all expectation, and : 


out of the power of my enemics. 


laretors in with their approbation, pronounced my fentences, 
heen Due with an inviolate regard to'integrity and juf- 
: tice; fo that, under the appearance of friends, they 
ferved me in quality of hoftages. 


The inhabirants of this city, when they came to rhe peopte 


i J was now in the thirtieth yeas of my life, an age hear of the perfidious conduct of the Viberians, were are enraged 


wherein the utmoft virtue and precaution cannot at the treas 


; fecure a man from the lafh of envy and detraction, 
: efpecially in an exalted fituation. Yet I can un- 
% dertake to aver that I never was charged with any 


capital mifdemeanour. I wanted nothing; I co- 
verted nothing; nay, Lrefufed my very tenths, though 
due to me as a prieft, even when offered. I confets I 
took part of the fpoils upon the defeat I gave the 
Syrians, and fent them to my kindred at Jerulalem. 
Bue when J had twice ftormed Sepphoris, four times 
Tiberias, once Gadara, and feveral] times brought 
John, who treacheroufly acted againit me, into my 
power, I paffed all over without taking revenge ei- 
ther of one or the other; and the Omniicient Being, 
to whom the fecrets of the heart are open, was to 
gracious as to deliver me from the fnares of pro- 
teffed enemies; and notupon that occafion only, but 
divers times afterwards, as will be {een in the fe- 


“Bis mode- 
Arativa and 
jodie. 
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guel. 

vA Such was the regard and benevolence of the peo- 
Risiseh of ple of Galilee towards me, that, when their cities 
$l Were taken by affault, and their wives and children 
{jesplus, carried into flavery, they had a much greater con- 
3 cern for my fufferings than theirown. ‘his excited 
¢ the envy of John, who, ina letter, requefted me, 
when hé came to Tiberias, to grant him permiffion 
i to ufe the hot baths there for the recovery of his 
4 health. I immediately complied, having no fuf- 
& Picion of any wicked defign, and gave him recom- 
5 mendatory letters to thofe to whom J had committed 
i the adminiftration of the affairs of Tiberias, to 
z provide neceflary accommodations for him and his 
2 whole train. At this time I took up my abode ina 
5 certain village of Galilee, called Jana. 

Be John was no fooner come to Tiberias, than he 





ines tampered with the inhabitants to revolt from their 
joe. fidelity to me, and come over to his intereft. Several 
were won over by his entreaties, being fond of. inno- 
vation, and glad of any opportunity that offered to 
promote their feditious views. Amongft his prin- 
cipal adherents were Juftus, and his father Piftus, 
who immediately cloied with the propofition, and 
joined interefts with John againit me. But, by good 
forefight, I prevented their defign: for Silas, whomI 
had made governor of Tiberias, fent mea meflenger 
to inform me of the difpofition of the inhabitants, 
and advifed me to haften thither, as the only means 
of preventing the city’s coming under the jurifdic- 
tion of another. Upon the receipt of this intelli- 
gence, I took two hundred men with me, and tra- 
velled all night, having fent a meffenger before me 
to inform the inhabitants of my approach. In the 
morning a great multitude came out to meet me, 
and amongit them John, whofe countenance be- 
trayed his guilt. Being confcious that his life was 
at ftake, if he was difcovered, he haftily withdrew 
to his aparrment. When I had reached the place 
for public exercifes, I difmified the guards 1 had 
about me, excepting one, and ten armed men that 
were with him, and then addrefled the people of Ti- 
erias from an eminence, upon the fubject of good 
aith and allegiance, the honour of a generous con- 

ancy, and the dangerous confequences, as well as 

No. 44. 


greatly exafperated, betook themlelves totheir arms, 3! 
and requeited me to head them, thac they mighe “""* 
avenge the caule of their commander, ‘Lhe report 

of this outrage was quickly fpread all over Galtlee, 

in order to irritrate the Galileans, who prefently af- 
fembled in prodigious numbers, and with great earn- 
eftnels entreated me toaffaule Viberias, and upon the 
taking of ic, utterly demolifly it, and expofe the in- 
habitants, with cheir whole families, to fale for flaves. 
Thofe of my friends, who had efcaped out of Tibe- 

vias, gave me the fame advice. But I did not com- 

ply with it, dreading the thoughts of being the ‘The mode. 
caufe of a civil war, and being defirous of putting "ter oF 
a {top to the difpute befure they procecded to blows. 1°?" 
Talfo pointed out to them, that it was not their in- 

tereft to purfue fuch meafures, asa fpectacle for the 
Romans that were co ftand looking on. By thefe 
means, though with much difficulty, I aifuaged 

the impetuous rage of the Galileans. 


But John, when he found his ftratagem difcon- 
certed, began to have apprehenfions for himfelf ; 
fo that taking the forces he had about him, he 
quitted Tiberias, and went to Gifchala, whence he 4.5, tesa 
wrote a letter in excufe for what he had done, as if hae"ea"8 
he had acted againtt his inclination, and begged of Jofephus. 
me to entertain no fufpicion of hini, ratifying the 
fame with dreadful execrations, in order to obtain 
eredit to what he had declared. 


This, however, did not fatisfy the Galileans, who 
were too well acquainted with his perfidy in divers 
inftances, fo that they preffed me itill (being a 
mighty body of men) to lead them on to the affault, 
that they might deftroy him, and Gifchala, the place 
of his nativity, at once. I gratefully acknowledged 
my obligations co them for the refpeét and good- 
will they had fhewn me, and affured them of the 
beft fervices I could render them in requital ; but, 
at the fame time, importuned theim to reftrain the 
impetuofity of their rage, and permit me to endea- 
vour to put an end co the tumult without blood- Jofphus 


fhed.. When _I had prevailed with the multitude, 1 Pigiies ihe 
withdrew to Sepphoris. : 


The inhabitants of this city (determined to con- 
tinue in their allegiance to the Romans) were not 
without apprehenfions upon my approach, and fo 
contrived for their own fecurity how they might di- 
vert me fome other way. With this view they fent 
a mefienger to Jefus, the head of the robbers, upon 
the borders of Prolemais, with promife of a large 
reward, if he would bring his company, amounting 
to goo men, and make war upon us. “The tempra- 
tion prevailed, and ic was refolved to fall upon us tee 
by furprize. In confequence of this, Jefus fent me of robbers, 
word by a meffenger, that he was defirous of making! fore 
meavilit. When I granted his requeft, having no? s°Ph 
fufpicion of his treacherous defign, he took a band 
of his robbers, and fet out on his journey with all 
expedition. Bur his intention was fruftrated, for, 
upon his approach within a little of the town, 1 
had intelligence brought me by a deferrer of the 
whole contrivance. 


Upon this information I went into the market- 
6P place, 
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to the very foul at_hearing every thing fucceeded to Jom 
my wifh, and that I was efieétually eftablifhed in the & 
good opinion of my people, and at the fame time a 
terror to my enemies, tampered with the inhabitants 
of Tiberias and Sepphoris, as well as thofe of Gaba 
to revolt from their obedience to me, and join his crs 
party; infinuating to them how much eafter their 222° 
condition would be under his government than they a 
founditundermine. TheSepp horites were, in truth 
neither for one or the other of us, being wholly at. 
tached to the Romans. The Tiberians, though 
they would not be perfuaded to revolt, promifed to 
hold an amicable correfpondence with him. Bur Theis. 
the Gabarenes efpoufed his intereft at the importy- ae 
nity of Samois, a citizen of eminence, one of John’s heath. 
particular friends and companions. “Lhefe people to Jibs, 
did not at firft openly difcover their defection, hav- 
ing apprehenfions of the Galileans, whofe kindnefs 
and loyalty tomethey had feveral times experienced, 
but shen they found a fit opportunity, they threw 
off the mafk, and plainly fhewed their treachery, in 
confequence of. hich { was expofed to imminent 
danger on the following account. 


place,‘ as if ignorant-of the plot againft me, and 
was there attended’ by a‘numerous tfain of Gali- 
leans in arms, and feveral Tiberians amongft them. 
I then gave orders for the guard of the pafies, and 
the centinels at the-gates, to jet in only Jefus him- 
felf, with fome few of his followers, and exclude 
the reft; or, if they fhould attempt to break in by 
violence, to repel them by force. They did as they, 
were ordered, and admitted Jefus with fome few of 
his train, and then fhuc the gates againft the reft. 
Upon his entrance, T commanded him to lay down 
his arms upon pain of death in cafe of refuial, with 
which he complied, finding himfelf furrounded with 
a guard of foldiers. ‘Thole of his followers, who 
wore excluded the city, when they heard their leader 
was taken, betook themfelves to a precipitate Aight. 


Generofty After this I took Jefus afide, and told him I was 

of jofephus not ignorant of the plot defigned againft me, nor by 

to Johns «whom he was fent: however, I would grant him 

Sepphorites pardon after all thefe provocations, if he wou d 
promife, in future, to behave as a faithful fubject. 
fe accordingly pledged himfelf, in the moft folemn 
manner, fo to do; upon which J fet him at liberty, 
and.allowed him to colleét the men he had brought 
with him. With refpeét to the Sepphorites, 
charged them to be quiet and peaceable in future at 
their, peril. 


“There came to me, about this time, out of the 
country of the Trachonites, two grandees, who had 
been vefted with legal authority, bringing with 
them horfes, arms, and money. The Jews were ab- 
folutely againft receiving them, unlels they woul 
falbmit to the rite of circumcifion : but I would not 
futfer ‘any violence of that kind to be offered them, 

fofephusis obfetving, that “* every man ought to be at liberty 

ae to' worfhip God according to his own confcience ; 

ligion. and that thefe men, who had fied to us for protection, 
ought not to be fo treated as to repent of their_com- 
ing hither.” When I had pacified the multitude, | 
{ furnifhed the men, that came over to us, with all 
necefiaries in abundance. 


During thefe tranfactions,_ king Agrippa fént 
Equus Modius, with a body of forces, to lay fiege to 
: the caftle of Gamala. The detachment being too 
few’ to inveft the place, they could only poft guards 
at the avenues, in order to block it up. But when 
Ebertius, thecenturion, who had command of the 
great plain, underftood that I was come toSimonias, 
a village upon the confines of Galilee, diftant about 
fixty furlongs, he drew up an hundred horfe, that he 
had thenabouthim, neartwo hundred foot, and fome 
military troops from Gaba, and making one night’s 
march, teached the village. Having drawn up my 
forces in order of battle, he endeavoured to bring © 
me into the plain, as his main confidence was inthe ]. 
cavalry. But as my army confifted principally of } 
foot, 1 found it would not be fafe to venture myfelf : 
Ehertius, Of that odds of ground, and fo kept my ftation. 
having en- Ebertius did what he could to force me from my 
gaged Jofe- poft, which, when he found he could not effect by ° 

ie xe. means of his horfe, he quitted his defign, and with- 
yore drew to Gaba, having loft only three. men in the - 
- aétion. I followed him immediately witha body of : 

two thoufand men; and when I came to Befara, a 
town upon the confines of Prolemais, about twenty — 
furlongs diftant from Gaba, where Ebertius was at 
that time, I took poffeffion of all the paffes about 
it to fecure my quarters, and, in the mean time, car- 
ried off the wheat, and other grain to a prodigious 
quantity, that had been taken trom the neighbour- 
ing villages, and belonged to queen Berenice, fifter 
to king Agrippa. This provifion I caufed to be 
Jotephus i tranfported to Galilee, upon a number of camels I 

plus is : 
providentin had brought thitheron purpof . Whenthis bufinefs 
fupplying = was finifhed, I offered Ebertius battle, which, when 
Galilee he declined, I bent my courfe towards Neopolitanus, 
fone who was then in garrifon with a body of horfe at 
Scythopolis, and committed ravages in the country 
about Tiberias; fo that having delivered this place 
from further annoyance, I determined to attend to 
the affairs of Galilee. 




















































Telus is 
taken. 






A company of adventurous young men, of the 
village of Dabaretta, obferving the wite of Ptolemy, 
the king’s procurator, trave ling with a pompous 
retinue over the great plain, out of the king’s ju- Tiwi 
rifdiétion into a province of the Romans, fuddenly a 


, C abs 
fallied out upon them, forced the woman to fly, and th 


plundered all the carriages. This paffed while I was cus 
at Taricheze, whither they brought four mules 
laden with rich clothes, coftly furniture, a great 
number of filver veffels, and five hundred pieces of 
gold. Being defirous of preferving the property 
.of Ptolemy, who was of my own tribe, (and our law 
prohibiting us from robbing even an enemy,) told 
the people, who brought them to me, that they were 
by all .means to be kept till they could be fold to 
the beft advantage, and the money to be laid out 
upon repairing the walls of Jerufalem. ‘Thefe ad- 
venturers, regretting the lois of fo confiderable a 
booty, of which they had made themfelves fure, 
{pread a report, throughout the country adjoining to 
“Tiberias, that I had a defign to betray the province 
to the Romans. _ I pretended, indeed, they faid, to 
employ the profitof the purchafe upon rebuilding 
the walls of Jerufalem, but that my real defign was 

to reftore it to the proprietor. Nor were they much Js 
miftaken; for, after their departure, I fent for Dal- 
fius and Jannzus, two citizens of the firft rank, an 
both in great efteem with the king, and_ordere 
them to take the effects that had been ftolen, and 
fee them conveyed to the king, threatening them 
with death if they communicated the affair to any 








one elfe. : 


A rumour now fpreading throughout Galilee, that 
the country was to be betra ed by me into the hands 
of the Romans, put every thing into confufion, and 
fo exafperated the populace, that they vowed re- 
venge. The people of Taricheze, among others, 4: 
gave fo much credit to the ftory, that they tampered 
with my guards, and other foldiers, to abandon me" 
when afleep, and withdraw immediately into the 
circus, there to confult with the reft what meafures 
were to be taken againft their general. When they 
came thither, they found a great concourfe of peo- 
ple affembled beforehand, calling out, with :one 
voice, for juftice upon the traitor:. but, the ring 
leader of the tumult was Jefus, the fon of Sapphias, 
at this time chief magiftrate of Tiberias, a man ie 
ditious, turbulent, and naturally difpofed to inno 
|| vation. Prefenting himfelf to the mulgitude, with | 
the two tables of Mofes in his hand, he thus 2; ° 
drefied them: “If, citizens, you have no regard frat 
“for your own intereft and iafety, let me recom- jc 
© mend to you, however, to prelerve a reverence 
“ for thefe holy laws, which Jofephus, your gover- 
“nor, has made no fcruple to betray, an confe- 

* quently rendered himfelf fo odious to all goo 
*¢ men, that no punifhment can be too exemplary 
“¢ and fevere.” 

The multitude applauded this addrefs with oy 

loudeft acclamations; upon which he took 2 ban 


of armed men, and haftened to the place where 
refided, 





During thefe tranfactions John, the fon of Levi, 
who was, as before obferved, atGifchala, being galled 


refided, with full determination to take away my 
life, while I was repofing mytelf without the Jealt 
apprehenfion of danger. BucSimon, my body guard, 
and the only man who now attended me, upen fight 
* of the crowd prefling, roufed me, told me the dan- 
of ger I was in, and advifed me rather to fall by my 
a ese own hand, than be infulted at the willand pleafure 
of an infolent enemy. I therefore committed my- 
felf co Providence, difguifed myfelf in black, gird- 
ed on my {fword, and went through a bye way, 
where I juppoied none of my adverfaries would meet 
me, into the circus. I there threw myitelf proftrate 
on the earth, and exhibited fo mournful a Ipectacle 
as excited general compaffion. When I found the 
people in fome meafure foftened, I endeavoured to 
influence their opinion in my favour before the re- 
turn of the foldiers from the place of my'refidence. 
I admitted the truth of what had been chjected to 
me, buc requefted them to permit me to inform them 
in what manner I] had difpoled of the money which 
arofe trom the plunder, when I affured them, I 
would chearfully fubmit to death if it was their 
plealure. 


The people were for hearing me, but the foldiers, 
who were juft returned, were tor putting me to in- 
ftane death. Through the clamour, however, that 
prevailed, they refpited the execution, taking for 
granted that, after the conteffion of the treaion, they 
fhould have juit ground for taking away my life. 
Upon this, filence being proclaimed, I chus briefly 
addrefled them : 





“ Tam ready to die, my countrymen, if T fhall be 
+ “found to deferve it, provided I may lay before 
“ vou a true {tate of the cafe for which I tuffer be- 
* fore I go. --L hive ever looked upon this city as a 
* fanétuary to ftrangers; infomuch, thatnumbers of 
* people have been prevailed upon to quit their na- 
“tive foil, and tranfplanted themfelves hither to 
“ {hare with you their fortunes. Whatis my crime, 
** but the dedicating a tum of moncy, from a zeal for 
“* the public fervice, towards the repairing of your 
“walls? This, in fhort, is the ground of your 
“* difpleafure.”? 


The Taricheans, and other itrangers, exhorted me 
to be of good courage; but the Galileans and ‘L'i- 
berians, on theother hand, were untractableand out- 
rageouss; fo that it came to a direét feud between 
them; the one fide plying me with menaces and hard 
words, the other undertaking for my fecurity and 
protection. When I had promifed to build walls at 
Tiberias, and other cities, they dropped the contedt, 
took my word for the performance, and difperied; 
after which unexpeéted deliverance I returned 
home, attended by my friends, and a guard of 
twenty foldiers. 
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_ But the heads of the'fedition, apprehenfive of be- 
ing called to account for what they had done, col- 
lected about 600 foldiers, and came to my abode in 
order to fet it on fre. When I heard of their ap- 
proach, I thought it difhonourable toturn my Back: 
and refolved to expofe myfelf valiantly to the danger 
that threatened me. In order to this I gave orders 
for the doors to be fhut, went into an upper apart- 
ment, and required them to fend a party to receive 
the money, as the moit effectual means of appeafing 
the tumult. Upon their fending one of the boldeft 
of them all, I ordered: him to be feized, feverely 
icourged, one of his hands to be cut off, fufpended 
about his neck, and-thus turned out to tell his tale 
to thofe that fent him. At this procedure they were 
7 no Imall confternation, from apprehenfion that I 
nie a_ftrong guard in my houfe, infomuch, that 

ee feoured off for fear of being treated in the 

: ee manner; and thus, through this flratagem, I 
“caped a confpiracy formed again{t me. 


, Notwithftanding this there was ftill fome that irri- 
fee rs multitude againft me, and remonftrated, 
vee j he grandeeés, who fled tomefor refuge, were un- 
tue hy tolive, becaufe they refufed to conform them- 
: eres the rites and cuftoms of thofe with whom 
trad, IV ed for the fake of their own fecurity. They 

aduced them with being forcerers, and advifing the 


Tus LIFE or FLAVIiUS jJOSEPHUS. 


533 


Romans to comeagainit them; fo thatthe multitude 

were deluded by fuch plaufible pretences as were ainathes 
agreeable to their own inclinations. Upon infor- S's 
mation of this, 1 reprefented to them, that if was 
neither generous or difcreet co perfecute thofe thar 
fought refuge amongft them; and ridiculed the 
charge they had brought againft them of forcery 5 
alledging, that the Romans would never be at the 
expence of maintaining fo many thouland ioldiers, 

if they could overcome their enemies by dint of 
fpells and witcheratt. 


This, forthe prefent, pacified them, but they were. 
foon ftirred up again, through the infinuations of 
fome contentious perions, againit the grandees; and 
a party of them, armed, went to cheir refidence 
at Taricheas, in order to put them to death. When 
I heard this, I colle&ted what men [ could, and 
potted away to preventthe milchief; for the fuite- 
rance of jo barbarous aninhumaniry would have ren- 
dered me odious to mankind. Upon my arrival, I 
locked the doors of the houfe, and had atrench 
drawn round it leading to the lake; fent for a vel 
fel, embarked with them, and failed to the confines 
of Hippos, where I gave them money to provide 
themlelves with horles, and then difmiifed them, Jofephus 
with carneft advice ro duftain their misfortunes with cfeéts the 
courage and refolution. I was extremely concerned ele ee 
that 1] was compelled to expoie thofe that had fled to that fed to 
me to So again into an enemy’s country; yet [ him for re- 
thought it more eligible chat they fhould perifh by 8 
the hands of the Romans, than lofe their lives by 
treachery within my jurildiction. However, they 
efcaped at length, and king Agrippa frankly par- 
doned them: and thus ended thefe commotions. 


The people of ‘Tiberias having offered, by let- 44, ane 
ter, theirfervice to king Agrippa, provided he would sians otter 
furnith chem with troops fullicient to protect them, their fer- 
I went amongft them; and, upon my arrival, they're. fee © 
minded me of my promile of rebuilding their'walls, pal" ee 
as J had done thote of Taricheze. I immediately 
confented, and gave orders for providing ma- 
terials,and workmen to put itin hand withouedelay. 

After three day’s ftay there, as I was travelling to 
‘Paricheaz, fome thirty furlongs diftant, it happened 

that certain Roman troops, being on their march 
within fight of Tiberias, the inhabitants took them 

to be of Agrippa’s party, and fuddenly burft into 
acclamations of the king, and moft contemptuous 
reflections upon me. J foon received information 

from a meflenger, in great hafte, thatthe people were 

upon the very point of revolt; an event that em- Are reaty 
barrafled me much; for the fabbath being now at °° "°°" 
hand, I had difmiffed the foldiers from: ‘Taricheze, 

for thé more quiet celebration of the feftival. Befide, 

T feldom kept a guard about me in that place, as I 

had received divers proofs of the good affection of 

the people; fo that having only feven foldiers, and 

fome few friends about me, I found myfelf in great 
perplexity what courfe to take. It would have been 

to no purpofe co recall my troops now the day was 

far {pent, and I could make no ule at all of the next 
enfuing. Then had I given liberty to the people of 
Taricheae to plunder the city, their number was 

not fufficient for that purpofe. Nor was there.cime 

for confideration or delay, as forces were hourly ex- 
pected from the king, who would feize upon the 
town, andexclude me. Thefe concurring reflections . 
induced’ me to try the effect of a ftratagem. I fet a otavhls 
over the. gates of the town fome perfons in whom I : 
could confide, with orders to be particularly diligent 

in obferving thofe who wanted to go out; and fum- 
moned the heads of the chief families to come to 

me, every one of whom I enjoined to go on board 

fome vefiel, which I had provided for that purpofe, 
having alfo procured pilots, and then charged them 

to follow me to Tiberias. This done, I embarked 

with my friends, and the feven foldiers, and failed 

for the fame place. 


When the Tiberians perceived their miftake, and 
that no forces came from the king to their afiflance, 
and faw the lake covered with veffels, they began He sec: 2 
to be apprehenfive for the fafety of their city, and [ibttia® 
prefently changed their former opinion. They threw the tediics 
down their arms, came vut to mect me with their by 2 tor 


2 wives * 
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wives and children, with the utmoft fubmiffion con- 
gratulated me on my arrival, wifhed me fuccefs in 
my undertakings, and invited me into theircity, ima- 
ining I was wholly ignorant of their former defign. 
pon drawing near the fhore, I ordered the pilots to 
cat anchor a little farther off the land, that the 
people might not difcern our veffels were empty. 
‘When I approached them, (being conveyed in a-cer- 
tain veffel,) I upbraided them with their folly, in re- 
linquifhing their allegiance without any reafonable 
caufe. However, I affured them of forgivenefs of 
what was paft, provided they would fend me ten of 
their ringleaders, with which they complied; and I 
immediately ordered them away for Tarichez, there 
to be kept in cuftody. 


Jatephine By this ftratagem I gradually got the whole fe- 
Jofephts nate of Tiberias, and many of their principal citi- 
Jeadingmen Zens, into my power, whom T fent to the beforemen- 
of Tiberias tioned city. ‘The multitude, refleéting upon the 
eae tne Condition they were in, imputed the whole caufe to 
one Clytus, a hardy, refolute adventurer, as a def- 
poste incendiary, and requefted that I would bring 
im_to condign punifhment. AAs I could notin 
confcience puta man of my own tribe to death, and 
yet was under an abfolute neceflity of making him 
principal an example by fome means or other, I ordered Levi, 
ince’ belonging to my body guards, to cut off one of his 
se one hand hands. : But thefoldier, fearing to execute this or- 
der among fo numerous a multitude, and I, being 
defirous of veiling his timidity, thus exclaimed: 
“Since you deferve to lofe both hands, be your 
“< own executioner, left, on refufal, you expofe 
* yourfelf to a feverer punifhment.” Upon his 
earneft petition to {pare one of his arms, I granted 
him that boon, when he immediately took a fword, 
and cut off his own left hand; and this put an end 

to the tumult. 


When the people of Tiberias, after I was gone to 
‘Taricheze, perceived the ftratagem I had putin ex- 
ecution, they were aftonifhed to think I had termi- 

Lenity of ated the fedition without effufion of blood. Mat- 
Jofephus to ters being thus quiet, having ordered fome of the 
the prifn- prifoners to be releafed, amongft whom was Juftus, 
cf st Tari and his father Piftus, J invited: them to an entertain- 
ment, and took that opportunity of obferving, that 

I was not ignorant of the fuperiority of the Roman 

power, though I confeffed to have diffembled in that 
inftance, becaufe of the faction with which I had to 
contend. I endeavoured to bring them to the fame 

opinion, and induce them, in the mean time, to live 

quietly under my adminiftration, as they would 

never find a governor of more lenity than myfelf. I 
reminded Juftus of the Galileans cutting off the 

hands of his brother before I left Jerufalem, upona 

retence of for, Gama- 


Adjudges 
Clytus, a 
principal 


cing fome letters; and of the 

ites, upon a difpute they had with the Babylonians 
after Philip’s departure, putting his kinfman Chares 
to death; whereas J had not treated his brother-in- 
Jaw Jefus inthat barbarous manner. Having com- 
municated thefe particulars at table, I gave orders 
for Juftus, and all his followers, to be fet at liberty 
early the next morning. 


A little before this Philip, the fon of Jacimus, 
went out of the citadel of Gamala upon the follow- 
ing occafion, When Philip was informed that Va- 
rus was put out of his government by king A- 
grippa, and Modius Equus, his old friend and com- 
panion, fucceeded him, he wrote him a letter, ac- 

uainting him with every circumflance that had be- 

alien him, and requefting him to take care that 
the enclofed were forwarded to the king and queen, 
who were then at Berytus. Modius was cyenoyed 
to hear of the welfare of his friend, and difpatched 
the letters according to addrefs. 


As foon as the king perceived thefe letters, and 


Agi: found that the report of Philip’s putting himfelf at 
philipto the head of the Jews againft the Romans was falfe, 
Oe he fent for him to court by a party of horfe, and 
gi 


givsurable receiving him, on his arrival, wich great cordiality, 
cemmifions told his commanders about him, that that was the 
perion they heard had revolted from the Romans, 


e fent him foon after this with fome troops of 


horfe to the fort of Gamala, with inftructions to 
I - 
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bring away all his family, refettle the Babyloni 

in Batanea, and _ take all’ poffible care to Lecoae 
people quiet. Philip had no fooner received his 
orders, than he haftened to execute his commiffion, 


About this time one Jofeph, the fon of a moun- 

is ° oe : * One fas 
tebank, having, by his infinuations, induced feve- tin;; 
ral adventurers, young men, to efpoufe his intereft, tis, 
made an infurreétion upon the inhabitants of Ga os 
mala, and then advifed them to renounce their alle- 
giance to the king, and take up arms, as the only 
means of recovering their liberty. Some were com. 
pelled to enter into their meafures, and thofe who 
would not acquiefce were flain. Chares fell a facri- 
fice to their fury, as did his kinfman Jefus, with the 
brethren of Juftus of Tiberias, whom we have al. sez 
ready mentioned. The inhabitants wrote to me,"* 
defiring [ would fend them troops for a garrifon, 
and workmen to build their walls; with both which 
requefts I immediately complied. 


This procedure was followed by a revolt of the q, 
country of the Gaulanites, as far as the town of So- ee 
lyma, from the king. I built a wall about Sogannis ¥!s 
and Seleucia, two very ftrong places by ficuation, ‘ 
and fortified feveral towns in the Upper Galilee, as ju3, 
Jamnia, Amerthya, and Charabe, among the rocky *! 
mountains; and in the Lower Galilee the towns of" 
Tarichez, Tiberias, and Sepphoris ; together with 
the villages of the Cave of Arbela, Berfobe, Se- 
lame, Jotapata, and the mount Itabyr, in which 
places I had my magazines of corn and arms. 


This profperous courfe of my. affairs excited fuch ju, 
envy inthe breaft of John, the fon of Levi, that he tsa 
formed a refolution of accomplifhing m deftruc. “4 
tion. To thatend, having walled in Gifchala, the ™ 
place of his nativity, he fent his brother Simon, the 
fon of Gamaliel, at Jerufalem, to requeft himto ufe 
his intereft with the fanhedrim to remove me from 
my Bovestments and appoint John as my fucceffor. 
This Simon was a citizen of the firft rank, by fet 
a Pharifee, who were fuppofed to excel others in an 
accurate knowledge of the laws of their country. 
He was alfo aman of eminent political talents, and 
admirably adapted to regulate affairs of ftate. Add 
to this, he was way attached to the intereft of 
John, and as fanguinely averfe to me. 


In confequence, therefore, of this application 
from John, he advifed Ananus, the high-prieft, and 
Jefus, the fon of Gamala, with others of the party, 
to ftop my progrefs now I was raifing myfelf to dig- 
nity, nor fuffer me to arrive at the higheft pitch o 
grandeur; it being their common intereft to remove 
me from the government of Galilee. He pointed 
out the neceflity of being expeditious in effecting 
fuch a defign, left I fhould gain intelligence of it, 
and invade the city with a numerous army. This 
was the counfel of Simon. But Ananus obferved 
to them, that this was not to be effected fo eafily as 
had been fuggefted; becaufe many of the high- 
priefts, and heads of the people, could bear witnels 
to the integrity of my adminiftration; and obferved, 
that it would not appear reafonable to proceed to 4 
judgment upon any man without affigning, his 
crime. 


Simon, after hearing this from Ananus, defired 
that the matter might reft, and that what had pal- 
fed between them might not reach the knowledge 
of the people, as_he would make it Iris bufinels 00 
effeét my removal in another way. Upon this ne 
applied himfelf to, the brother of John, and pro" 
pofed the diftribution of money and prefents amons 
the friends of Ananus, as the moft likely. courfe he 
could take for gaining his point. By this metho 
Simon compaffed hisend; for Ananus and his ny 
panions, on receiving thefe bribes, concerted 
means for depofing me from my government, with: 
out admitting one citizen to be privy to the matter. 


+ The! 
With this view they concluded it moft expedi- net 
ent to fend into Galilee fome perfons who were em et 
nent for their birth, and verled equally with me Hs we 
the laws. ‘I'wo of thefe happened to be laics, “yr 
were Jonathan and Ananias, and of the fect o the 
Pharifees; the third was Jozar, defcended from th 
facerdotal line, and alfo a Pharifee ; but the ca 












ih 
3 
8 


ee 
a 





RPS 


dep hus's 
t 


tthe 
ads him 
Sellisence 


SEE DUELS PEERY 


RE 


eae 


my 
& 


7 





Ses SRLS EE 


rv. 


EEE 


bi 





Toe LIFE or FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


When I heard thefe'‘words, and faw the forrow Of “Phe Gali- 


who was Simon, was the chief of the prieits. Thete 
four had inftructions, when they came betore the al- 
fembly of the Galileans, to enquire into the caule 
of their partiality to me. | If it was fai, becaute I 
was porn at Jerulalem, ic might be aniwered, fo 
were they: if becaule 1 was veried in the laws, it 
might be aniwered, they were nor ignorant of the 
coniticution of their country: but it they proceed- 
ed to fay, that they refpeéted me for the dignity of 
the prieithood, they fhould reply, that two of their 
members were pricits. . 


When Jonathan and his companions had received . 


thete inttructions, they were prefented with 40,000 
drachmze, outof the public money, to defray cheir 
expences: but hearing after that a certain Galilean, 
named Jefus, was come to Jerutalem with a band of 
fix hundred men, they fent for him, and prefenting 
him with three months pay .beforchand, ordered 
him to follow Jonathan and his colleagues, and pay 
obedience to their commands. They moreover gave 
money to the three hundred citizens to defray their 
charges in general. Thefe neceffary preparations 
being made, Jonathan and his affociates fet for- 
ward, having in their retinue the brother of John, 
and the hundred foldiers, who were ordered by thofe 
that fentcthem, on‘condition I voluntarily laid down 
my arms, to take me prifoner, and fend me to Je- 
rufalem; but, upon any oppofition, they wereto put 
me to death without fcruple, relying entirely on the 
command that had been given them. There were 
jetters alfo difpatched away. to John to be in readi- 
nefs to make war upon me: and che Sepphorites, 
the Gabateens, and the ‘Tiberians, were commanded 
to aflitt him wich fupplies. 


Now Jefus, the fon of Gamala, who was attached 
to me, and privy to the whole contrivance, fent my 
father word, trom time to time, of every thing thac 
pafled, and from Him I received a particular ac- 
count of the whole matter. I was much troubled to 
think of the ingraticude and malicious practices of 
a fadtion in the city againft me; nor was I leds af- 
Ai@ed to find the trouble my father was in for my 
fake, and with.what earnettnefs he preffed me to 
come over to him, that he might fee me yet once 
again before he departed this life. Hereupon J 
made thefe particulars known to my friends, and 
informed them, that, inthree days, [fhould leave the 
country, and vific the place of my birth. They were 
much concerned at hearing the fame, and entreate:L 
me, with tears in their eyes, not to leave them, us 
they fhould certainly fall co ruin if they wanted my 
government. But finding all gheir entreaties inet. 
tectual, the Galileans, apprehénding my departure 
would render them more contemptible to the rob- 
bers, fent meffengers throughout the whole pro- 
vince to notify the fame. ‘This giving an alarm, 
brought great numbers of people, together with 
their wives and children, to the plain of Afochis, 
where I then was, to prevail with me to ftay; not fo 
much out of affection to me, perhaps, as their own 
fears and apprehenfions; for they thought them- 
felves fecure as long as I remained with them. 


That very night I had a furprizing dream: for 
having withdrawn to bed, ful) of forrow and con- 
fufion from the contents of the letter which I re- 
ceived, it feemed that a perfon ftood by me, and ad- 
dreffed me to this purport: ‘* O thou, who art fo 
Ai fad, banifh thy forrow, and difcharge thy fears ; 
a for all thefe calamities tend only to thy Sreater 

advantage and fatistaétion; not only for the pre- 

fent, bur likewife for the time to come; where- 
fore ftand firm, and remember you were told, that 
you muft wage war with the Romans.” 


Upon waking out of this dream, I arofe with a 
efign to go out into the plain. When the whole 
multitude of the Galileans, men, women, and chil- 
ten, faw me, they caft themfelves proftrate, and, 
with tears and fupplications, befeught me not to 
cave them in this extremity, at the mercy of their 
oe When they found prayers would not avail, 
a preted me withadjurations not toforfakethem, 
ar that with many a heavy curfe opp the people 
Jerufalem, that would never let them be quiet. 
No. 44. 


the multitude, 1 was melted down to pity and com- 


paffion, and brought, in the end, to a refolut 
running any hazard whatever for their fervice. 

now commanded them to draw me 5000 men out of 
their whole number, and furnifh them with arms 
and provifions tor a march, and jent away the refi to 
their refpective habirations. As foon as thefe five 


thoufand were ready, L joined them with three thou-, 


fand more, and advanced with them to the town of 
Chabolo, onthe frontiers of Prolemais, where I took 
up my ttation, as if my defign had been to fall upon 
Placidus, whom Cettius Gallus had fent into thofe 
parts, with 2 troop of horie and two companies, to 
burn all the villages in that quarter. Both armies 
were feveral times drawn out with a defign of com-~ 
ing toaétion, bur proceeded no farther than to fight 
ikirmifhes; for the more | preffed the bringing of it 
to a combat, the more the other declined it; yet did 
he not draw ofF from the neighbourhood of Prole-. 
miis. 


While matters were inthis pofture, Jonathan, with 
his colleagues, appeared, who had been tent from 
Jerufalem by the faction of Simon, and Ananus, the 
prieft. At firft they endeavoured co take me by 
itratagem, not having the relolution to attack me 
openly. To this end they confulted together, and 
fent me the following letter. ° 


Jonathan, and his colleagues, from the Sanhedrim 
at Jerufalem, to Jofephus, greeting : 


“* Whereas the elders are given to underftand, 
“that John of Gifchala hath been engaged in feve- 
*¢ yal perfdious practices againtt your perton, they 
* have fentme, in their names, to give him a fevere 
reproof for fo doing, and to require him, for the 
future, to pay all refpeét and obedience ro your 
‘commands. sind to the end that we may agree 
sf upon fome better provifion for the regulation of 
“things hereafter, we make it our requeft that you 
* will come hither to us with all fpeed. As the vil- 
“* lage is but fimall, we defire you will not bring any 
* confiderable retinue, as there is not convenience 

to accommodate a numerous train.” 


® 


This letter put metothe paufe ; for it occurred to 
me, that, if ] went unguarded, they might feize my 
perfon, and treat me as they pleafed; and, on the 
other hand, if I was attended with military force, 
it might ferve as a pretext for condemning meas an 
enemy. The letter was brought me by an officer 
of hore, an intrepid youth, who had been formerly 
in the king’s fervice. The evening was advanced, 
and being regaling with fome friends, and feveral 
Galileans of rank, about me, word was brought me 
at table, that a Jew horfeman defired to fpeak: with 
me. Having ordered him to be introduced, he en- 
tered, and, without any deference to the company, 
delivered me a_letter, which he brought, he faid 
from the Jerufalem deputies, and required an im- 
mediate anfwer, as he was to return without delay. 
‘The company were amazed at the confidence of the 
foldier, whom I defired to fit down, and partake of 
the convivialiry, keeping the letter in my hand with- 
out opening it. Though he excufed himfelf from 
accepting the invitation, I rook care to protraé& the 
time, by introducing various fubjects of difcourfe, 
and paffing now and then out at the door, in com- 
plimentary artendance on fome of my guefts that 
were going to repofe, availed myfelf of that oppor- 
tunity for breaking open the letter, and glancing at 
the contents; then inftantly folding it up, I held it 
ftill in my hand as before, without difcovering that 
I had read it. A the company at length retired 
but four particular friends, when I prefenced the 
foldier with twenty drachme as a gratuity. From 
the warmth of his acknowledgment, I found that 
money was his object ; and refolving to attack him 


on his weak fide, I promifed, if he would fit down 


and be chearful, for every cup he took he fhould be 


gratified with adrachma. Wecaught the bair, and 


becoming fpeedily intoxicated, unravelled the whole 
6 mytftery 


ardfolution of 
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miyftery of the plot laid to take away my life. Upon 
this dilcovery I gave him the tollowing anfwer to 
his letter. 


Jofephus to Jonathan, and his colleagues in em- 
baffy, greeting : 


© T rejoice to hear of your health and arrival in 
“© Galilee, as I can now return to my native coun- 
“ery; this being a fair opportunity for my deliver- 
“¢ ing up the care of the public adminiftration into 
“© your hands. I fhould efteem myfelf happy in at- 
“© tending you at Xallo, or farther, without invita- 
*¢ rion, but am under a neceffity of remaining 
“© where ] am to watch the motions of Placidus, who 
“¢ has a defign of breaking into Galilee. I there- 
“< fore think it more advifeable, upon receipt of this 
© Jetrer, for you to come hither.” Farewell. 


This letter I delivered to the horfeman, and fent 
with him thirty trulty Galileans, with orders to com- 
pliment the deputies on my part, but to proceed no 
farther. I joined to each of them a foldier in whom 
I could confide, to watch their motions, and ob- 
ferve that chey did not combine, or enter into any 
fchemes, againft me with Jonathan and_his col- 
icagues. After theirdeparture, the deputies, find- 
ing their fimft effay abortive, fent a letter to the fol- 
lowing cffect. 


Jonathan and colleagues to Jofephus greeting : 


“© This is to require you to appear within three 
«© days before us at the villageof Gabara, withour 
“¢ any guard, to make good the charges you have 
“¢ exhibited againft John of Gifchala.” 


‘When they had written this letter, and faluted the 


Galileans whom I fent, they went to Japha, One hy. 
ec: 


the ftrongeft and moft populous villages of Galil 

Upon their approach, the inhabitants, with their 
wives and children, went out to meet them, and, with 
uplifted voices, called upon them to depart, nor in- 
terrupt their tranquillity; for chey would own no 
other governor than Jofephus. The deputies, after 
this difappointment here, withdrew to Sepphoris, the 
largett city of all Galilee. ‘The inhabitants of this 
place, being in the Romanintereft, went out to meet 
them; but {aid not a word cither In my commenda- 
tion or difpraife. From thence they proceeded to 
Afochis, where they met with the fame reception as 
they had done at Japha. ‘Phis contemptuous trear- 
mient rendered them fo outrageous, that they ordered 
their foldiers to quiet the clamours of the multi- 
tude with clubs and cudgels. Upon their coming 
to Gabara, John met them with a body of 3000 
men; from which itep plainly perceiving their reto- 
lution was to give me battle, J lett Chabolo with 
my 3000 men, and having fet one of my trufticit 
friends to guard my camp, withdrew to Jotapata, 
being unwilling to be above forty furlongs from 
them, whence 1 wrote the deputies the following 
letter : 


“If you find it abfolutely neceffary for me to 
* come to you, there are four hundred and forty ci- 
“6 ties and villages in Galilee, and I will come to any 
“one of them you pleale, Gabara and Gilchala 
« excepted ; one of them being the place of John’s 
“ nativity, and the other of his alliance.” 


The deputies, having received this letter, returned 
no anfwer; but convening acouncil of their friends, 
among whom was John, advifed in what manner 
they fhould attack me. John was for fending cir- 
cular Jetrers to all the cities, towns, and villages of 
Galilee, upon a prefumption that there was one or 
more in every place inimical co me, who might be 
fuborned to join in an information againft meas a 
public enemy. He obferved further, that nothing 
more need be done cowards gaining the citizens of 
Jerufalem over to the opinion of my being a mor- 
cal enemy to the Galileans, than to fend chem thefe 
atte(tations well certified, which would certainly 
invalidare my credit with that people. “The coun- 
fel of John met with general approbation. 


Notwithftgnding this cautionary proceeding, I 


FLAViUS JOSEPHUS. 


heard every particular that pafled by means of one jor: 
Sacchazzus, who brought me an account about the sin 
third hour of the night. I found now I had no * 
time to lofe, fo that I immediately called for Jacob, tn: 
(a brave man attached to me,) and fent him away 
with 200 men upon the {cout betwixt Galilee and 
Gabara, with inftruétions to apprehend what paf. ty. 
fengers he thought fit, and fend them to me in cuf. ox 
tody, efpecially if they had any letters about them, "* 
At the fame time I difparched Jeremias, one of my 
friends, with 6co foldiers, another way, to watch the 
pafies from Jerufalem into Galilee, expretsly charg. 
ing them to feize all who carried letters about them 
commit the parties "to prifon, and fend me their 
papers. I fent abroad my mandates alfo throughout 
the whole province,.of Galilee, requiring all Per. Sens, 
fons to attend mé@at Gabara the ext morning, with * 
their arms and three days provifions. Having di- ii, 
vided the foldiers I had with me into four parts, [ bins 
felected the moit trufty, and commanded them to be *™ 
near my perfon; and fet cencurions over them, to 
watch that no unknown foldier got amongft their 
number. Coming to Gabara next day, I found the 
whole plairi before the town covered with armed 
troops, that came out of Galilee td my affiftance, be- * 
fides a confufed multitude of country people. Upon 
my attempting to addrefs them, I was interrupted 
with their acclamations, pronouncing me the bene- 
fa@or and preferver of the country. Limade them 
due acknowledgments for this token of their affece 
tion, advifed them to offer no hottilities either in- | 
dividually or colle€tively, but to fix their tents in 

the fields, and be datisfed with their prefent pay, as ,,,,, 
it was my intention to put a period to the commo- Jet 
tion without bloodfhed. That very day the nef: ge 
fenger fent by Jonathan with his letters happened to 
fall into the hands of the fcouts ] had planted in the 
roads, whom, according to orders, they {lrictly con- 
fined, and fent me tht letters, which I found, upon 
perufal, to abound with invectives againft myielf. 

I determined therefore, without taking the leat 
notice of the matter, to be as expeditious as pofli- 
ble in falling-upon them. 





















When Jonathan and his colleagues heard of my 
arrival, they collected al] their Forces, and with- 
drew with John into the houfe of Jefus, which was 
a large tower, built in the manner of a citadel. As 
foon as their men had entered this place, they 
faftened all the doors except one, which they left 
open for me, waiting for my conwng to pay them 
my compliments, now I was upon my journey. Le- 
fides, they gave orders to their loldiers to let me enter 
by mylelf'as foon#s I appeared, but refule ad- 
mittance to the tefl ‘of nay followers. Thus they yas 
imagined they fhould eafily get me into their powers uw! 
but I effectually difappointed the hopes they enter- ie 
taincd; for having had fome apprehentions before- “! 
hand of their defign againlt me, as foon as I ar 
rived at the place, Pretired to a lodging over again{ 
them, and pretended to betake myfelf to elt, 
The deputies, fuppofing me much fatigued, went 
into the plain to tamper with the multicude, and 
pofefs them with hatred and envy againft me and 
my adminiftration, But matters proved otherwiles 
for no fooner had the Galileans got fight of them, 
than they fell upon them with clamours and re- 
proaches, calling out that Thad aéted the part of ah 
faithful governor, and thereby ateached them tomy is 
intereft by the firmetk and moft indiffoluble tes yt 
At the fame time they upbraided che deputies with 
coming, without their having offered them the Teatk 
injury, to give a deftrudtive blow to the affairs of 
their country; and advifed them to return, 48 a 
their efforts would prove abortive. 








Upon this encouragement T appeared, and pre- 
fented mylelf to hear what Jonathan and his cole 
leagues had to alledge againtt me. When FT came re 
publicly amoneit them, the whole multitude ft 
ceived me with loud acclamations, and applauded 4, 
my upright and generous condudl. The depuriess 
hearing this, were extremely apprehentive left they 
fhould be expofed to the defigns of the Galileanss 
the confequences of which might in my favour be 
fatal cothem, they therefore bethouphe themleler’ 

a 


a 
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how they fhould retire, But finding themfelves ob- Samaria, to grant my commiffioners a fair and free 
itructed in their intention, (for J required them to paffage through their country ; for the city was at 
that time under the Roman jurifdiétion; and it was 





Lay. expreffed aftonifhment at my words, and, u ” . t 
€ ay eed Countehances: could notkeeptheireyes neceffary for thofe who were defirous of making a 
from the earth. I then defired the mulcirude to ipeedy JOuTnEY to Jerufalem to pals thar ie fo that 
ceale their acclamations, and itriétly charged the they arrived in three days. I conduéted them my- 
foldiers to be very careful in guarding the pafiés, felf to the frontiers of Galilee, having fet fcouts on 
to prevent John from making an unexpected fally the road to prevent a report being {pread of their 
uponime; advifing the Galileans, at the fametime, to departure. After this I made a fhort ftay art Japha. 


ES LUE HERERO 





be ready with their arms for tear of an irruption of Jonathan and his colleagues, finding themfelves 
the enemy, which mighc put them into diforder, and wholly difappointed in the defigns they had tormed 
difhearten them. I reminded the deputies of a letter againft me, fent John back to Gifchala, and went 
they had fene me, pretending a commiffion trom Je- themfelves co the city of Tiberias, in hopes of re- jonathan 
rufalem to hear and determine on certain matters in ducing it to obedience; as Jefus, the chief magi- ant col- 
controverfy berwixt John and myfelf, producing the || ftrate there, had, ina letter, promifed them to bring leases cn- 
letter at the fame time in proof of my fuggeftion. I the people over to their intereft. But Silas, my “very? 
Negus Oblerved that, © admitting Jonathan and his col- |] jiegtenant, fent me word, from time to time, of every berias. 
wis leagues had ajuft pretence for calling me toaccount || proceeding, and prefied me, with the urmolt expedi- 
Heil te for my conduct, as governor of the province, they tion, to repair thither. J complied with his lolici- 
ipeenioes mult pronounce me Innocent upon the evident telti- tation; bur, on my arrival, had nearly loft my 
mony of two or three witnefles of unqueitionable life. “fromthe following caule. 
probity in my juftification.” 1 further appealed not : ne : 
only ro two or three competent vouchers, but to Thecolleagues, having formed adefperate fadlion 
a every one prefent, if I had not behaved myfelf, both againit mein ‘Viberias, were noc a little ftartled upon 
f in a public and private capacity, as became a man my coming thither; but paid me the compliment, The cot- 
es of integricy and honours; and called upon the people however, of a vilit, congratulating me on the repu- Sone 
Fret to Of Galilee, in the moft folemn manner, to jpeak the tation I had acquired by the integrity of my conduct fegions to 
Heras truth, and the whole truch, as if they were {worn in the adminiltration of Galilee, and not without, Jofephus co 
fide. evidences in the’ caufe, and thofe men, who called afluming to themlelves fome fhare in the honour of betray him. 
themlelves deputies from the fanhedrim, were really ic, both as being their fellow-citizen, and difciple. 
They profeffed a much greater kindnefs for me than 


the judges. 


EESEREE RSS | 


John, and affured me with fuch deadly imprecations 


ute. _ 1 had fcarcely uttered thefe words, when the mul- of their refolution to deliver him into my hands, as 
mois titude, with one voice, pronounced me their benetac- to obviace every degree of fulpicion, and obtain my 
ater, cor and preferver. They teftified for my patt con- entire confidence. “They then defired me to draw 

duét, and entreated me co purfue the fame meafures |! off ro fome other place, fuggefting, to countenance 


in future; afirming, with an oath, that the chaitity the matter, thac the Jabbath approached, and it 
of their wives had been inviolably preferved, and || was highly indecent to occafion the leaft cumult on 
none of them expofed to any injurious or violent |} that day. 


treatment through my means. then read openly Ar ; ’ 

toth: Galileans Jonathan’s two intercepted letters, Upon this pretence { repaired to Tarichza, not 

that were brought me by my fcouts. Thefe were fufpedting any thing; bur ayaa the fake of iecu- 

‘replete with falfhood and invective, as if I had rity, I planted my {pies and informers up and down 

aéted like a tyrant inftead of governor over my the road, to obferve and report to me what was faid 

people. I was not, I told them, .willing to let my and done concerning me. On the day following the 

enemies knowthat I had their meffengers in cuftody, people met together in the profencha, or oratory, a , meeting 

left it fhould hinder their fending that way another place of public worfhip, capable of containing a in the ora. 
vaft multitude. When Jonathan entered, he had tory to fup- 


time; fothat I pretended they were brought over to ! Ne tatae 
me voluntarily by the meffengers themlelves. The not the affurance to make an open declaration, but rae 


“7 Multitude, on hearing thefe things, were fo exafje- merely hinted oe ee city ftood In ped of a bet- 
a rated atc Jonathan and his colleagues, that they Fee nated Jefus, the chief magiltrate, finding 
would have fallen facrifices to their fury, had I {| {218 Pul aiiely Meaee io hee peeled tat 


not interpofed and reftrained them. I gave them, se fume than one: eineciallcdk che : ee 
however, their liberty, on condition of their repent- ee pouEsEl one, &e cle ry ey snes men o i os 
ing, and returning home to thote that fent them, and et ware. DOInEINEACS vonath canal eee 

> - : een Se Pe eed] 


acquainting them with the real truth of my admi- : us 
niltration. "I then difmiffed them, choueh T per- who ftood by. Juitus approved what Jetus had faid, 
and brought feveral over to his opinion. But the 


fe&ly knew they would never fulfil their promife. in bod GF i } Id heanduced 
But the multitude continued extremely enraged, and Be ery Ok ENE PEO NeACOUC. NOB OE HNCUCEC LO 
entreated me to permit them to punith themas their favour the proceedings, and a fedition had unquef- 
crimes deferved. 1 {till defired them to refrain, tionably arilen, had they notthought proper to breals 
being perfuaded that the leaft fedition would be up the affembly; for the fixth hour was come, and 
Prejudicial to the common good. All I could do |} it isthe cuflom of our nation to dine before the fab - 
= bath begins. The deputies therefore put off the 
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could not appeafe their rage, till at length they be- E : : A \ i: 
fet the houle where Jonathan and his eelleazars re- debate till the day following, without coming to any aeons 
forced, : prefent iffue. 

. Having intelligence of every thing that was tran- 
traygp J found ry mene Soot cue. not a facted, I refolved to goto Tiberias in the morning, 
Ww ineto Sen 00 pMaoeok A mula akoneh Ol- and, upon my arrival, found the people aflembled 
furlongs di ee Es BVI RSS O 4 this ft orty || together in the oratory, without underftanding the 

ongs diftant from Gabara; and by this ftratagem intention of their meeting. The colleagues fo little 


ae gs qpuoen e pene ee Cor or, 4 || fufpeéted to fee me there, that they appeared in a 
place, T ord eae advance MA I ee ater f n€ || kind of confufion. Atlength they medicated the Avfeatagest 
E-. words of hecciaee troops to halt, and, vane ew || divulging of a report that a body of Roman horfe ofthe eps. 
* Bera ecellary precaution, not to be intem- was feen upon the confines, at fome diftance, about ties. 
fe. Perate and vindictive, I felected an hundred men, of thirty furlongs from the city, ata placecalled Ho- 
; ae and experience, and ordered them to make monea. They then proceeded to reprefent to the 
, rity to goto Jerufalem, with a complaint againft multitude the obligation they were under not to 


ts . 
* the ringleaders of i : 
ig rs of thefe broils. I gave them, more- fuffer the enemy to commit barefaced depredati 
: : again | : ons 
over, in charge, if they found the Sanhedrim dif- in the country: but this was defigned to draw me 


pofed in my favour, to folicit a new commiffion for i i 
i avour, 7 out of the city, under pretence of Jending them m 
removal of I in oe commana oe angie affiftance, apelin the Mean time give them an oD 
Noval of Jonathan and his colleagues. it i i iti ; 
: 2 ortunity of making the citizens my enemies. 
rele inftragtions I difpatched them away, on the Pp Y 6 . y 
td day after this meeting, with a guard of five Though I well knewtheir defign, yet, thatI might 


Undred armed men. I wrote alfo to my friends in not appear lefs anxious for their fecurity than f 
oughr 
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ought to be, I marched out of the city. But finding 
at the place not the leaft footfiep of an enemy, L 
haftened back to the city, where the fenate and peo- 
ple were aflembled together, and the deputies were 
laying before them along acculation againft me, as 
inatcentive to the duties of my {tation, and addicted 
to wanton pleafures. They then produced four let- 
ters, pretended to have been writren them from thofe 
who dwelt on the frontiers of Galilee, entreating 
them, through a pretence that a body of Roman 
troops would be with them in three days to ravage 
their country, to haften their arrival amongft them 
as much as poMfible, and not defer the time. The 
credulous Tiberians admitted the whole ftory as 
current, and unanimoufly exclaimed, thar it was 
now high time to fend a feafonable relief to their 
allies. As I knew the drift of the colleagues, I an- 
iwered, I would readily obey their orders, and pro- 
mifed, without hefitation, to go and carry on the 
war in their defence. Butas it appeared, from the 
Jetcers, that the Romans had made their irruptions 
into four feveral places, [ perfuadedl them that there 
was a neceffity to make a divifion of the army into 
fo many parts, and pucthe four deputies at the head 
of them, as it was the duty of good patriots and va- 

liane men _to ferve their country in their perfons, as 

well as with their conduét and counfel; at che fame 

time I pointed out to them the impoffibiliry of my 

being at che head of any more than one party. This 

advice was approved by the multitude, who obliged 
the deputies totakea fharein the expedition; though 

they were greatly chagrined when they found their 

defigns frultrated by the ftratagem I ufed to difcon- 

cert their meafures. 


or 


But one of them, named Ananias, a feditious tur- 
bulent man, perfuaded the multitude to have a fatt 
kept the next day by all the people, and ordered 
them to come without arms, which, he obferved, 
would avail nothing, unlefs favoured by the affift. 
ance of the Almighty. This proceeded from no re- 
ligious motive; and was, in reality, defigned to ditt 
arm me and my party. I was, however, under a 
neceffity of complying with the propofal, as I would 
not teem averte to fo pious an admonition; in conie- 
quence of which every one withdrew to his own ha- 
bitation. 


The colleagues wrote in all hatte to John to come 
early the next morning with all the force he could 
make, for if they could but get me into their hands, 
che bufinefs was done. John, receiving the letter, re- 
folved ta obey the fummons. The following day I 
ordered two of the moft refolute and faithful of my 
guards to conceal their daggers under their gar- 
ments, ancl attend me, in order to refift any violence 
that mighe be offered me. [puton a breaft-plate, 
and girt on my fword, as fectetly asl could, and in 
that manner went to the profencha, 


Jefus, however, refused toacdmitall my attendants, 
and only fuftered me to enter with fome particular 
friends. As we were jut on che point of entering 
upon our devotions, Jelus began to difcourfe on the 
rich furniture, and the mats of filver, chat were 
taken upon the firing of the royal palace, and afked 
where it was to be found, and who had it in pof. 
feQion ? ‘Phis was done to fpin out the time, cil) 
John might come up with his army. Lanfwered in 

rief, that it was all depofitect in the hanes of Ca- 
pellus, and ten of the principal citizens of Vibe- 
rias, to whom I referred chem for the cruch of my 
declarations. “Vhey then enquired what} had done 
with the twenty pieces of gold? Ltold them Thad 
given them to the envoys Thad tent to Jerufilem to 
defray the expences of their journey. The col- 
feagues replied, Twas highly culpable in paying my 
particular agents out of the public rreafure, 








“Thele proceedings exafperated che multitude, who 
plainly ond their malice againit me, and 1, de- 
firous of itritacing them more, if pofible, againit 
the colleagues, added, chat, “ if Twas culpable in 
gratifying, my meflénpers out of the public flock, 
| woula Sui refund the whole fun’? The fairer 
matters appeared on my fide, the more outrageous 
were the midcitude, when they perceived the whole 
‘ 
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ftory founded upon envy and calumny. This fel} 
out fo contrary to expectation, that Jefus ordered 
all but the fenators to depart, oblerving, thar the 
bufinefs could not be traniaéted amidit the clameur 
of a multitude. “Fhe peopieexclaimed, on the othe: 
fide, that they were determined not to {uffer me ty 
remain without them. Upon thisa meflenger whit 
pered Jonathan, that John would be with him im. 
mediately, with his party; fo that, upon this encou. 
ragement, he broke out into thele words: ‘ Ima. 
“* gine not, citizens of Viberias, that I would have 
Jofephus punithed for the unclue appropriationof 
the gold, but for impofing on a credulous multi. 
tude, in the tyrannical affectation and exercile’of 
an arbitrary power.” At that word. certain bra. 
voes, that were in the plor, fet upon me, and had ; 
undoubtedly deftroyed me, if my particular friends jteisn 9 
had not immediately drawn, and kept them off, yas § 
the common people-at the fame time threatening to" § 
{tone John; fothat, betwixrrhem both, I-wasrefcued 
out of the hands of my enemies. Upon my with- 
drawing to make my efcape, I met John upon the 
way, with his troops, upon their march to the affift. 
ance of Jonathan. This put me upon fome appre- 
henfionof danger; bur I found means to evadethem, 
and reach the lake, where, having the good fortune * 
to find a veffel, 1 embarked, and paffed over to Ta- 
richez ; a deliverance beyond all expectation. 


The firft thing, after my arrival, was to fummon 
the chief men of the province, and relate to them 
the barbarous treatment I had received from Jona- 
than and the Tiberians, contrary to common faith, 
humanity, and juftice. This fo incenfed the Gali- 
leans, that they infifted on an immediate declaration 
of war againft John and his colleagues, in order to 
extirpate fuch monfters of iniquity. I endeavoured, 
by fair means, to reftrain their impetuofity, advifing 
them, for the prefent, to wait ll we had an anfwer 
from the deputies we fent to Jerufalems for there 
was no refolution to be taken without their appro- 
bation, With thefe words they were pacified; and 
John, when he found his defign ineffectual, went 
back to Gifchala, 


Not many days after this the deputies brought Ts 
word from Jerufalem, that the government there '* 
was much offended with Ananus, and Simon, the je: 
fon of Gamaliel, for prefuming, without any pub- 
lic authority, to fend their agents to remove me 
from my government of Galilee; and chatrhepeople 
were fo incenfed at this proceeding, that they were 
ready to fet fire to their houles. They brought 
letters alfo, by which the head men of Yerufalem, 
with che confent of the people, confirmed me in my 
overnment; and commanded John, and his aflo- 
ciates, inftantly to depart the place, 





Upon the receipt of thefe Ictters T went to At af 
bela, where the Galileans being aflembled, the de * 
puties made a report of what pafted at Jerufalem, 
how heinoufly they took the bate actions of Joni 
than and his colleagues, and how they confirmed mes 
by their decree, in the government of the counttys 
with a command to the pretended deputies to quit 
their pretences. [I took care to fend them the let 
ters by a meflenger, to whom T give orders £0 De 
very ftyict in obferving their defign. Upon the 
ceipt of the letters, they were put into the urmott 
confufion, and fent for John, and the leading meno. 
Tiberias and Gabara, to confult about che prelent 
thace of afFhirs, and advife what mealures it wis O% e 
xedient to purfue. ‘The ‘Viberians were for thieit .# 
keeping the power fill in their own hands, and ial 
abandoning a people chat had delivered themleWS | 
up to their proteion; efpecially againik an enely | 
that had threatened them with an invafion, as Ce? 
Jalfely and malicioufly repreicntect J had dene: 


Jobn not only gave into this opinion, but aclvite 
the fending two of their body to Jerulalem, 1)" 
charge of mal-adminitlration againtt me, which, i 
faid, betwixt the credit of the aceuters, andl che - 
rable humour of the cammoan people, could i 
fail of making an impreffion, Uhe countel of ia ij 
being approved, they fent Jonathan and Anan’ 


. ‘data 
syutalemn ay 3 sith : rund o 
Jerufalein upon the commifiion, with ap ane 





S 
&.F 


ggoards ot 
ees ss ine 
igercept Jo- 
gates Up 
Ron the Way’ 





The Tibe- 
igfans treat 

lofephus 
with con- 
ert 









blephus 
betfully 
iets Simon 
Bao his 
ers 


a thro? 


hus 
Tia 





fre 


Tue LIFE 


hundred foldiers to attend their perfons, the other 
two ltaying behind at Tiberias. The inhabitants 
of that place immediately fer about repairing 
their walls, betook themielves to their arms, anc 
fent for John’s troops, that were then at Gilchala in 
2 confiderable body, to be within diftance of affift- 
ing them again{ft me, if chere fhould be any qc- 


cafion. 


onathan and his people being now upon their 
march, and advanced as tar as Dabaritta, ay itage 
upon the borders of Galilee, tell abour midnight 
into a party of my out-guards, who took away their 
arms, and kept them prifoners according to order. 
Levi, who commanded the party, gave me notice of 
the encounter; and two days after, as if I had been 
ignorant of what had happened, I fent a meffenger 
to the Tiberians, to advile them to lay down their 
arms. But they returned a very {currilous anfwer, 
fuppofing that Jonathan and his party were by that 
time arrived ac Jerufalem. I was refolved, notwith- 
ftanding, to require them by means of one ftrata- 
gem or another; though I could not be perfuaded to 
make war againft my own fellow-citizens. In or- 
der to inveigie them out of the town, I took 10,000 
of my choicett troops, and divided them into three 
bodies. Part of them I planted privately in Dora, 
and a thoufand of them in another village, upon the 
mountains, four furlongs from Tiberias, with or- 
ders to be ready upon the frft fignal to make a fally. 
I came out of the village myfelf, and encamped on 
an open plain within fighe of the Tiberians, who 
made towards me, and treated me with reproachful 
language: nay, they proceeded {fo far in their folly 
and infolence, as to provide a mock funeral for me; 
and, with fantaitical pomp, expofed my image in 
the field, furrounded by mourners. But Donly made 
this farce the fubjeét of my mirth and diverfion. 


Being defirous to intercept Simon and Joazar by a 
ftratagem, I fent a meifenger to them, deliring them 
to come a little way out of the city, condudled by 
their friends, as I was ready, upon meeting them, to 
enter into an alliance, and divide the government of 
Galilee with them. Joazar, who was crafty and fu- 
fpicious, kept himlelf at a diftance; but Simon, 
lured by the profpect of advantage, came over to 
me, attended by his guards and friends. I received 
him with becoming refpect for the honours he had 
done me; but prefently taking him afide, through a 
pretence of {peaking with him apart, and thinking 
I had conveyed him far enough, I gave him up to 
my friends to carry him to the next village, and then 
Siving the fignal for my men to comeforth, marched 
with them inftantly to befiege Tiberias. A tharp 
encounter followed, and the Tiberians were almoit 
in poffeffion of the victory, till obferving my men 
inclined to retreat, I roufed theircourage, when they 
rallied, and, withextreme difficulty and hazard, pur- 
fued the enemy to their very gates. Other forces 
Paffing the lake at this junéture to my relief, I or- 
dered them to fet fire to the firft houfe they could 
fieze upon. The Tiberians feeing this, and ima- 
Sining their city ftormed, threw down their arms, 


or 


ead and, with their wives and children, caft themfelves 


at my feet, imploring me to fpare the place of their 
nativiry. Prevailed upon by their entreaties, I re- 
{trained the fury of my foldiers, and, as night was 
drawing on, returned with my men from the fiege, 
and retrefhed myfelf. I fent for Simon to regale 
with me, and gave him the comfortable affurance of 
fending him fate back to Jerufalem, with all necef- 
faries and conveniencies for his journey. 


The next day I marched into Tiberias, with an 
army of 10,000 men; and fummoning the principal 


and Citizens into the circus, enjoined them to tell me who 
1 Were the ringleaders of the revolt. 


Upon their in- 
formation, I fent them all prifoners to Jotapata, ex- 
cept Jonathan and his colleagues, whom I fet at 
iberty, wich a guard of 500 foldiers to conduét 
them to Jerufalem, and anallowance for the expence 


of their journey. The Tiberians came again before 


me, and entreated pardon for what they had done, 

Promifing to make ample amends by their future 

delity, and requefting that the pillage, which the 

foldiers had taken, might be reftored to the right 
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owners. Hereupon J ordered the whole booty to 
be produced before me; but being dilatorily obeyed, 
and obferving one of my men with a garment more 
{plendid than ordinary, I enquired whence he had 
it, and being told out of the plunder of Tiberias, I 
commanded him to be feverely icourged, with a 
menace of greater rigour upon any man that fhould 


"afterwards prefume to withhold any part of what he 


had taken. By this means abundance of things were 
brought to me, which were reftored to che Tiberians 
according to their refpective claims. 


Icannot_pafs over this fubjeét wichout taking 
notice of fome palpable falfities impofed upon the 
world, and tranfmicted to pofterity by Juftus, and 
certain other writers, who have treated of this argu-. 
ment, and, through partiality on the one hand, and 
prejudice on the other, mifreprefented facts, and 
thereby perverted the grand end of hiftory. ‘This 
clais of men may juftly be compared to thofe who 
produce forged inftruments or writings concerning 
conveyances Of property, but, becauie they are nor 
liable to the fame puniihment as others, difregard 
and defpife truth, Juftus, upon this principle, tool 
upon him to write of thefe tranfactions in the war 
of which I bore a part, and has feigned feveral 
itories of me, and introduced many particulars of 
his own country, which are not founded on the 
bafis of truth. I therefore think I am bound to 
defend mytelf againft his falfe affertions, and fhall 
take the freedom to introduce fome things which I 
have not difclofed before; becaufe T hold it as an 
invariable principle, thac whoever undertakes to 
write hittory, fhould not advance any fubjeét with- 
out conviction of its authenticity; though, at the 
fametime, he is bound to obferve the law of candour 
and moderation. Thus, then, I expoftulate with 
Juitus, as if he were prefent. 


“Say, Juftus, thou that art the greateft pre- 
“tender of all men living to the good faith of a 
“© candid author, how was it poffible for me and the 
“* Galileans to be the caufe of the revolt of thy 
** countrymen from their prince, and from the Ro- 
“© man empire, when you yourfelf, and your Tibe- 
“* vians, had already made war_upon the Decapo- 
“ litans in Syria, and burnt their villages? By the 
** token that one of your fervants fell in the ae ioh. 
** and all this before ever I received my commiffion 
“from Jerufalem for the government of Galilee ? 
“* T do not deliver this barely upon my own credit, 
** but refer the reader, for his better fatisfaction, to 
“* the memorials and records of the emperor Velpa- 
“* fian; wherein it will appear, that, while he was at 
“* Prolemais, the people of Decapolis were ftill 
“ preffing him with reftlefs importunities to do them 
“ juftice upon you, as the principal promoter of all 
“their troubles; which he had undoubtedly done, 
*° if king Agrippa, to whom the care of the execu- 
** tion was committed, had not given you your life, 
** upon the mediation of his filter Berenice : and 
‘this pardon did not yet hinder you from being 
“* ftill kept in prifon a long time after. Befides, 
“the whole courfe of your life was uniform, as 
** may be feen from your following practices; tor I 
es thall make it as clear as the fun, chat it Was upon 
your tampering and inftigation, that your people 

roke out into a rebellion againft the Romans, 
I muft now give the reader to underftand, that 
*‘ neither you yourfelf, nor the reft of the ‘Tibe- 
“* rians, were ever faithful, either to your king, or 
** co the emperor. 


ce 
oc 
ce 


“° The faireft cities of Galilee are Sepphoris 
“and Tiberias; the latter the place of your birth, 
‘© Juftus; the former feated in the middle of the 
** province, with feveral villages depending upon 
“ic; and the people fo true to their mafters, that 
** they did not only refufe me entrance into the 
‘* place, but, by a public edict, prohibited all their 
** citizens from bearing arms for the Jews. And 
‘* for their better fecurity, they lured me into a pro- 
‘© mife to wall their towns; which I had no fooner 
“done, than they turned me off with contempt; 
“* fubmitring alfo, ar the fame time, without any dif- 
“ ficulty, toa Roman garrifon, under Ceftius Gallus, 
“* who was then governor of Syria; and this ata 
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se feafon, too, when IJ held the whole neighbourhood 


“Sin awe. Nay, fo tender were they of giving the 
‘© leaft colour fora fufpicion of their breaking faith 
** with the Romans, that, when the temple of Jeru- 
** falem was befieged, and the common caufe and 
“* intereft of our nation at ftake upon that ation, 
** they would not fo much as contribute in any fort 
“co their relief. But, Jultus, confidering the fitu- 
“© ation of your country, as it ftands upon the bor- 
“* der of the lake of Gennefareth, fome thirty fur- 
** longs from Hippos, fixty from Gadara, and an 
** hundred and twenty from.Scythopolis, (places 
** under the king’s allegiance, and none of the Jews 
** garrifons thereabouts; befides, that they wanted 
** neither men or arms;) what fhould hinder you 
** now, with all thefe advantages on your fide, from 
“© difcharging your duty to the Romans, if you had 
amind? Or, fuppofing the matter to be as you 
fay, and that, in truth, I was at that time in fome 
meafure the caufe of the war, who was to blame 
afterward? You know very well thar the Ro- 
mans had got me into their power before the fiege 
was laid to Jerufalem, Jotapata and divers other 
caftles taken by affault, and great numbers of the 
Galileans cut off upon feveral encounters. Now 
if it be true, as you fuggeft, that the war was al- 
together again{t your will, and that you were 
driven upon it by force, how came it to pafs that 
you did not lay down your arms, and caft your- 
felf at the feet of your prince, and of the Romans, 
when that pretended neceffiry was over? for you 
were now out of danger of any hurt that I could 
do you. But you were ftill difpofed to ftand it 
out, till Vefpafian was advanced with his army 
up to your very walls; and it was then high time 
for you tocall for quarter, when you found your- 
felf certainly ruined without it. That fubmiffion 
would not have ferved your turn neither, without 
the interceffion of the king to Vefpafian in your 
behalf; for the city had been razed to the very 
ground, if he had not obtained the emperor’s par- 
don for your madnefs and folly: fo that your 
enmity to the Romans was purely out of the ma- 
lice of your own heart, without any fault of mine. 
How many times have I proteéted you, and had 
you at mercy, without {pilling fo much as one 
drop of your blood? whereas it is notorioufly 
known, that, in the rage of your inteftine broils, 
not in the king’s caufe, nor in the Romans, but 
outof a fpirit of aniisoary and rancour one againft 
another, you put to death-no lefs than an hundred 
and eighty-five citizens at a time, when I was 
blocked up in Jotapata. And were there not 
two thoufand Tiberians killed and taken at Je- 
rufalem ? Were you no enemy becaufe you were 
at that time with the king? not out of love or 
duty, but becaute I frighted you thither. If you 
will have me to be anill man, what was Juftus 
then? A wretch that Vefpafian pronounced fen- 
tence of death upon, though the execution of it 
was afterwards remitted by king Agrippa: twice 
a prifoner, as often an exile: once redeemed from 
the very gibbet, upon the mediation of Berenice, 
the emperor’s fifter, and finally, after all this, fo 
falfe to the truft of a fecretary, which he had the 
honour to have conferred upon him, that his 
*© mafter banifhed_him his court and his prefence 
‘forever. But, Juftus, without tracing your mif- 
** demeanours, I cannot fufficiently admire the ar- 
“* sopance of your fetting up for the moft perfeét 
*“ and exact hiftorian of this war, to the difparage- 
** ment of all others, when effectually you are but 
“* a mere ftranger to the whole matter, even to what 
** has paffed in Galilee itfelf; for in the time of that 
** action you were with the king at Berytus. And 
“Sas tor the fcge of Jotapata, how was it poffible 
** for you to make any report of my behaviour in 
** that adventure, when there was not one man left 
* alive but myfelf to tell you the ftory? You will 
“* fay, perhaps, that the relation you have given of 
on what paffed at Jerufalem may be more correét. 
“* But itis a thing hardly to be imagined, that you, 
“who were neither perfonally in the aétion, or 
** ever fo much as read Vefpafian’s commentaries 
** upon that part of the war, fhould be fo well in- 
<* formed of the ftory. I take for granted that you 
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ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
ec 
ce 


never read Vefpafian, for there are feveral cafes 
wherein you point blank contradié him: but i 
you are really fo vain as to fancy to yourfelf thar 
you have, in this relation, out-done all mankind 
how came it that we were not bleffed with the 
fight of this admirable piece, while Vefpafian or 
“< Titus, the generals themfelves, were yet living? 
“Sor in the days of Agrippa and his relations 
““ who were all great mafters and critics in the 
“* Greek tongue? Why was this hiftory of yours 
** kept fo long in the dark, (for it has been now 
“* finifhed a matter_of twenty years,) when you 
** might have had fo many living eye witneffes of 
“© the faét, to vouch for the good faith and credit 
“Sof the work? Why was it fuppreffed thus 
*‘ Jong, and now publifhed at’ lait? but thar 
you durft not ftand the teft and cenfure of 
the world, while fo many people were yet alive 
that were able to difprove you. I went quite 
another way to work with my writings, and 
put them into the hands of the emperors them. 
felves, that had the government of the war, and 
this while all the particulars of it were ftill frehh 
in every one’s memory; my confcience, in fine, 
acquitting me, that I delivered the truth without 
adding or diminifhing ; upon which account my 
writings have received as favourablean acceptance 
in the world as I could defire. Thefe memorials I 
communicated to feveral perfons, one atter ano- 
ther, that had borne a part in the war, as king 
Agrippa, and fome certain relations of his. Nay, 
‘© Titus himfelf gave fuch teftimony in approba- 
“tion of this hiltory, that he reconimended it to 
*© the world as an authentic record; and, by an 
** order under his own hand, affigned it a place in 
‘‘his library. King Agrippa was fo pleated with 
‘¢ the integrity and candour of it, that he wrote me 
*¢ fixty-two letters in confirmation of the credit of 
“it. “woof them I have here fubjoined to the end, 


** that the matter may be allowed to {peak for it- 
"fel f.”? 
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King Agrippa to his deareft friend, Jofephus, 
Greeting : 






“J HAVE read your book with -great delight 
© and look upon.it to be the moft pertinent an 
“* exaét account of any I have yet feen. Send me 
‘the remainder; and fo I bid you farewell, my 
“¢ dear friend.” 


An 


King Agrippa to Jofephus, his deareft friend, 
health: 


* UPON the perufal of your writings, I per- 
‘© ceive you have little need of any thing further jet 
* that Ican tell you; only when we meet next, | 
** may, perhaps, fuggeft fomecertain paffages to your 
‘© confideration that have efcaped your knowledge.” 


Thus far with regard ‘to Juftus, with whom I 
thought myfelf indifpenfably obliged to make this 
comparifon. 


When I had fettled the affairs of Tiberias, and 
affembled a council of my friends, 1 advifed what 
meafures were to be put in execution concerning 
John. All the Galileans were of opinion, that 
fhould put them in arms, and fall upon Johnas the 
real author of the late troubles. But { could not 
coincide with them in opinion, as I was defirous to 
terminate the difference without bloodfhed, where- 
fore I defired them to be very diligent in procuring 
a lift of the whole faction. Having thereby learnca 
the names of the moft confiderable of John’s partys 
J publifhed an ac of amnefty to all that. fhould 4 
come in within twenty days, lay down their arms, 
and_return_to their duty; but ferting forth that 
thofe who fhould ftand out beyond that time might 
expec all the extremities of fire, fword, and pi- 

age. 


This being an invitation as well as a me 
nace, wrought fo effectually on the affociates 0 
John, that 4000 of them threw down their arms, 
and came over to me. Only his fellow citizens of 


Gifchala ftayed behind, and 1500 Tyrian Ne 
? 
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ries. Vhis one effort fo effectually defeated the ut in chains, I pretended I was obliged to leave the 
meafures of John, that, through fear, he confined kingdom for a few days to tranfact an affair of mo- 
himfelf within the limits of his own country. ment, and then fending privately for Crilpus, J fug- 

anes es geited to him to render the guard intoxicated, and 
_ About this time the people of Sepphoris, con- | then make his efcape to the king. ‘hus Tiberias, 
fiding in the ftrength of the place, and fecing me which was again expoled to the lalt extremity, was 
engaged in other affairs, grew infolent, and took up |} delivered by my means from the danger which 
arms. They fent to Ceilius Gallus, who was then thesienca ae: 5 
governor of Syria, defiring he would come in per- ‘i ne . . . 
fon, and receive the obedience of their city; or at || | While affairs were in this ficuation, Juitus, the 
Jealt fend thither a garrifon of foldiers. “ Ceftius fon of Piitus, without my knowledge, went over Juttus goes 


promifed them to come, but gave no intimation of 
the time. Upon intelligence of what had paffed 
betwixt them, I marched up direétly to the place, 
attacked and carried it by ftorm. The Galileans, 
defirous of improving this advantage, as an oppor- 
tunicy for taking their revenge on the Sepphorites,, 
rufhed furioufly into the town, with arefoluticn of 
deflroying both inhabitants and city. The people 
had quiteed their habitations, and withdrawn into 
the caftle for protection; while the foldiers fet fire 
to the empty houfes, and committed depredations 
without bounds. J was much concerned at thele 
violences, and ordered the foldiers to defitt from 
juch unnatural proceedings againft men of their 
own cribe and profefion. ‘When I found that nei- 
ther entreaties or commands had any effeét upon 
them, } ordered fome of my trulty friends todivulge. 
a report, that the Romans, with a great body of 
forces, had attacked the other part of the city. 
This 1 did with no other defign than that, the report 
{preading abroad, the fury of the Galileans might 


raf be reftrained, and Sepphoris preferved from ruin. 


aby 3 4, , 
Berl At length the ftratagem had its effeét; for, upon 
aphio- 


hearing this report, they were appre ber iye for 
themicives, cealed from plunder, and berook them- 
felves to flight, efpecially when they faw me, their 


tothe king; and the reafon was briefly this. Upon 
the breaking out of the war between the Jews and 
the Romans, the Tiberians were refolved to perie- 
vere in their obedience to the king, and on no pre- 
tence whatever abandon the Romans. Juftus, not- 
withitanding this refolution, endeavoured to {piric 
them up to a revolt, becaufe he earneitly longed for 
a change, from which he hoped he thould obtain 
the advantage of wrelting into his hands the go- 
vernment of Galilee, as well as his own country. 


But his fcheme proved abortive; for the Gali- 
leans, who were avowed enemies to the Viberians, 
from the indignation they entertained for the hard- 
fhips they had fuffered from Juttus before the com- 
mencement of the war, could not endure to think 
of having him for their general. I mytelf alfo, who 
had received the government of Galilee from the 
hands of the Sanhedrimat Jerufalem, was frequently 
actuated by fuch a rage againft him, that | have 
been ready to put him to death, as not being able 
to brook his infupportable malice. LHe was there- 
fore very apprebenfive that my palfion would come 
to extremity, and went over to the king, fuppofing 
he fhould live in more fecurity wich him, 


The Sepphorites being unexpectedly freed from 


over to the 
king. 


The people 


general, do the Jame; for, in order to gain more |{ their firft danger, fent to Cettius Gallus, either to of Seppho- 
credit to the report, I pretended to be terrified in come immediately, and take poffeffion of their city, 135 rlelve 
like manner with the danger that threatened. ‘Phus || or furnith them wich a force fuflicient ro repel the 8 SS,,., 

incurfions of an enemy. At length they prevailed up io Cet- 


the Sepphorites, by this artifice, preferved their lives 
and ea. 

‘Tiberias was upon the point of being plundered 
by the Galileans on the following occafion. The 
principal men of their fenate wrote to the king, de- 
firing he would come to them, and take pofleffion 
of their city. The king promifed to come, and 
wrote a Jetter in aniwer to theirs, which he gave to 
oncof his attendants, named Crifpus, by birth a Jew, 
tocarry it to Tiberias. Some of the Galileans hap- 
pening to meet with Crilpus as he was bringing the 


with Gallus totraniimit them 2 
infantry, which they received into the city in the 
night ume. The bordering country lying expoted 
to the depredations of the Roman ioldiers, after I 
had taken up the forces I had at hand, I went to 
Garefine, where I encamped about twenty furlongs 
from Sepphoris, and in the night marching with my 
arms to the city, fat down before the walls, and then 
ordering a great number of my men to mount the 
walls with their fealing ladders, [ made myfelf im: 
mediately mafter of the greateft part of the city: 


- 


fupply of cavalry and vis Gallus. 


er, appr g i ne. Whe : P : When Jo. 
ete aes eae pecans aan Be "Gere ped bur being unacquainted with the place, we were fephus hed 
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raged, and immediately betook themfelves to arms and two horfemen belonging to the Romans, with penny 
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Many of them aflembling the next day, came to the lofs of only one man on our fide. Soon after ee 


the city of Afochis, where I then refided, and, with 
loud exclamations, called the Viberians traitors, and 


* of the king’s faction; and defired leave of me togo 


down and utterly deltroy their city ; for they were 
as averfe to the ‘Tiberians as the Sepphorites. 


_ When I heard of this procedure, I was doubtful 
in what manner to preferve the city from the en- 
raged Galileans ; for there was no denying or pal- 
liating the charge brought againft the inhabitants of 
jurrendering up their city; the letter the king had 
Written back being too convincing a proof of it. 
Veighing the affair, therefore, fome time in my 
mind, I reafoned the cafe with them in the follow- 
ing manner, by way of anfwer: ‘* That the Tibe- 
tlans were highly culpable ; nor would I be an 


this we had fharp encounter with the Roman horfe, 
in which having defended ourfelves a long time 
with great bravcry, we were obliged to yield the 
victory to the enemy; for as 1 was furrounded by 
the enemy, and my men feeing it, they turned their 
backs upon me, and Aled through fear. In this ac- 
tion I loft Juftus, one of my guards, formerly in 
the fervice of the king. 


About this time came. a body. of ‘horfe and foot 
forces fent by the king, under the command of 
Sylla, captain of the royal guards, who encamped 
about five furlongs from, Julias, and planted his 
{couts along the road which led to, Cana and the 
caftle of Gamala, to cut off all reliéf. 


As foon as I came to hear of this, I fene two Sylla is fous 


“ . . . 
obftacte to the facking of their city ; neverthelefs [ 
thoufand armed men under the command of Jere- with torce: 


«nothing of that kind fhould be put in execution 


« Without previous advice, and mature confidera- {| mias. Both armies encamped about a furlong trom fein J 
e a = 7 ° : * . a phus. 
von; for that, upon furcher fcrutiny, a faction Julias; but nothing pafied on either fide but flight 
« Might be found among the noble Galileans as ikirmifhes, till I had an opportunity to come up 
cep in this plot upon their liberties as the Ti- with three thoufand more of my men. The day 
criins themfelves. That, therefore, I recom- following, after planting a {trong ambuth in a bot- 


tom, at a convenient diftance from the enemy, I 
offered the king’s troops battle, with orders to my 
men to turn their backs on the firft charge, and fo 
fly before theenemy, till they had drawn them with- 
in the reach of the ambufcade. 


This ftratagem was crowned with the defired 
fuccefs ; for Sylla, not fuppofing it to have been a 
3 pretended 


«, Mended patience, till better information could be 
« Procured of the authors of the defeétion and 
« teachery, and then that every one fhould be fur- 
« fndered up and brought to condign punifh- 

ment.” By thefe means I pacified the multitude, 
and they quietly difperfed. 


Having ordered the man fent by the king to be 
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pretended flight, drew out his army, and purfued 
them. Immediately my men, whom I had fecured 
in the rear, fallied’ out of their ambufcades, fell 
upon him, and put the reft of his army into great 
“ diforder. When I faw this, I rallied my men im- 
jofephus mediately, faced the royal army, and put them to 
Tishethe flight. Vitory had certainly declared itfelf for me 
king's this day, had not an unfortunate accident prevent- 
troops. ed it: my horfe carrying me_into a boggy pice 
the fall put my wrift out of joint, fo that { was 
obliged to be carried off to Cepharnome, a village 
near at hand, for my relief. Upon this difafter my 
people, fearing fome worfe accident had befallen 
me, gave over the purfuit, and returned in extreme 
concern for my welfare. I then applied to the phy- 
ficians, and, through a fever I had.upon me, was 
obliged to ftay there that day, but was conveyed to 
Tarichese at night. . 
Sylla and his army, upon the news of my misfor- 
tune, refumed courage, and knowing my camp was 
not very ftri€tly guarded, he planted a body of 
horfe in ambufh, before Jordan, and, as foon as it 
was day, ftrove to bring us to an engagement. My 
forces accepting the challenge, marched into the 
Thearmy plain, and fell into an ambufh of the enemies horfe, 
at Jptee lias by whom they were charged, routed, and put to . 
Sen" flight, with the lofs of only fix men. But the enemy 
id not maintain the victory; for hearing a frefh 
fupply of forces were arrived by thipping from Ta- 
richeze, they through fear founded a retreat. 
ee _Soon after this Vefpafian came to Tyre, and with 
cometo hini king Agrippa, whom the _1'yrians reviled as an 
Tyre, enemy both to them and the Romans; alledging it 
was by his command that Philip, his general, deli-~ 
vered up both the royal palace at_Jerufalem, and the 
Vefpafian Roman garrifon there. Vefpafian feverely repri- 
Nerippa to manded the T'yrians for their difhonouring a crown- 
fend Philip ed head, anda friend to the Romans; and advifed the 
toRome. king to fend Philip to Rome to clear himfelf to the 
emptror. He accordingly went upon that defign ; 
but finding Nero greatly embarraffed by his civil 
wars, wenc back again to Agrippa without his 
errand, ; 
Vefpafian, after this, coming to Prolemais, the 
principal citizens of Decapolis preferred grievous 
complaints againft Juftus for burning their coun- 
try. Juftus was accordingly debivered up to A- 
grippa to be punifhed for the injuries done to his 
fubjects. The king only made him a prifoner, 
without ever confulting the emperor in the matter, 
at as we have obferved before. 
aesspho- Lhe people of Sepphoris went out to meet Vef- 
ritesa gar- Pafian, and received a garrifon from him of their own 
rifon, and appointment, and Placidus for their governor, who 
makes P=- was the man I had to do with till the emperor came 
governor. into Galilee himfelf. But as to what concerns the 
: ftory, and the manner of his coming, my retreat to 
Jotapata, after the Grft encounter I had at Tarichez, 
what I did in defence of the palace, how I came 
after a long fiegze to be taken prifoner, how after- 
wards to be fet at liberty, and, in fine, the manner in 
which I deported. mytfelf throughout the whole 
courfe of the Jewifh war, thefe points have becn 
already fo amply treated, that there remains but little 
more to be added upon this fubje&t, ‘than fome par- 
ticular tranfactions of my own life. 
Jofephusis The fiege of Jotapata being now drawn to a‘con- 
Roneured clufion, though I was in the hands of the Romans, 
fin. and ftritly guarded, Vefpafian treated me with great 
reipe&t ; in confequence of which I took to wife a 
native of Cefarea, at that time a prifoner. She be- 
ing divorced, and I having obtained my liberty, pro- 
ceeded with Vefpafian to Alexandria, where I mar- 
. ried another wife. From this place I went with 
pita \ Titus to the fiege of Jerufalem, where my life was 
fos he frequently expofedtodanger; for the Jews werecon- 
Jewsand tinually ufing {tratagems to get me into their hands ; 
Romans- and the Romans, whenever they met with any dif- 
advantage, attributed it to fome treachery of mine, 
brought accufations againft me before the emperor, 
and defired him to give me up to punifhment as their 
betrayer. But Titus Czefar was well acquainted 
Kindnefor With the uncertainty of fortune, and_returned no 
‘~titusto anfwer to the vehement folicitations of the foldiers 
Jefephus, again{t me. 


Env of she Livre of Fravius Joseruus. 


THe LIFE or FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, 






























When Jerufalem was on the point of being taken 
Titus was fo generous as to offer me what I pleated? 
for my own ule, out of the plunder of the city: 
but as, after the ruin of my country, nothing could 
more alleviate my miferies than the liberty of my 
friends, I requefted that favour, as alfo for the fay. 
cred books, with which the conqueror immediately junds 
complied. I begged the life of my brother, and the! 
liberty of fifty of my beit.friends, in which I 
fucceeded according to my wifhes. I alfo obtained 
permiffion to go into the temple, where a great num. 
ber of captive women and. children were fhut up, 
and as many of my friends and acquaintance as ] 
found there, who amounted to one hundred and 
ninety perfons, [ fet at liberty, and, without paying 
any thing for their ranfom, difmiffed, and rettored 
them to their former ftate of life. 

I was then fent by Titus, in company with Ceres. 
lis, and a thoufand horfe, to a village called Thecoa, 
to take a view of the fituation and difpofition of the 
place for the forming a camp there. Upon my re- 
turn, there were many priloners crucified by the road 
fide, and among others three men with whom I had 
a friendfhip of long ftanding. I was fo wounded at 
this fpectacle, that I went to Titus, and falling at 
his feet, reprefented the cafe to him; upon which he 
gave immediate orders to have them taken down, 
and all imaginable care taken of them. Two of 
them died under the hands of the phyficians; but 
the third furvived the experiment. 

When Titus had put an end to the diftractions in 
Judzea, he affigned me a portion of lands ata di- 
tance, in exchange for others [ had in the vicinity of 5, 
Jerufalem. 





\ This he did from a motive of kindnefs &: 
and refpect ; for he knew it would beneither commo- 
dious or profitable for me to have my habitation jis 
amidft the Roman troops that were, of neceffity, to Jxqis 
be quartered about the metropolis for the fecurity 

of the ‘province. 

The emperor Vefpafian alfo did me the honour, ja: 
upon my arrival at Rome, of entertaining me ina hts 
moft {plendid manner. He affigned me an apart- mel 
ment in the palace where he refided before he came “ 
to the empire. He favoured me with the privilege 
of a Roman citizen, gave me an annual penfion, 
and retained his refpect and kindnefs to the end of 
his life, which incurred the mortal envy and hatred 
of my own nation. One Jonathan, a fea: having 
raifed a fedition in Cyrene, and perfuaded above 
two thoufand of the natives to join in the commo- 
tion, became at length the caule of their ruin; for, 
being defeated by the governor of the province, he 
was fent to the emperor, before whom he averre 
that I had fupplied him with arms and money; but 
Vefpafian, not crediting the calumny, fentence 
him to death for it. There were feveral other ac- 
cufations brought againft me by thofe who envied 
my happinefs, but, through Divine Providence, 
got clear of them all, and had a fair eftablifhment 
allotted me in Judea thro’ the bounty of Vefpafian, 

About this time I put away my wife, from adil 
approbation of her conduét, having had three chil- 
dren by her, two of whom died, and. only Hyrcanus 
living. After this divorce I took another wife, by 
birth a Candian, by profeffion a Jewefs, of no He 
defcent, and exemplary virtue. I had by her two 
fons; ‘Juftus, the eldeft ; Simonides, the youngts 
who was alfo furnamed Agrippa. Thefe are me 
circumftances of my family. 7 

I was fo happy as to be ftill in favour with the ve re 
fars, for, on ve demife of Vetpafian, ‘Titus treatet« 
me with the fame honourable refpect as his father 2@ 7s 
done. Domitian alfo, who fucceeded Titus, hel ame fw 
in the higheft efteem, put todeath feveral of my Jew: #7 
ifh falfe accufers, and commanded an_ eunuch, #* 
fervant of mine, to be feverely punifhed for an ™ 
fidious information againft me. As a teftimony Fe 
his fingular kindnefs, he hath been pleafed tosrt 
me an exemption from all taxes and duties for ¢ : 
eftate I poffefs in Judzea. Nor have my. obligaticl 
been lefs in proportion to the emprefs Domitia, a 
€onfort. This isa brief fketch of my life, pe 
which the world may form a judgment © q 
principles and manners. : 
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TESTIMONIES. 


OF 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 


CONCERNING 


Our Blefed Saviour JESUS CHRIST, JOHN the BAPTIST, &c. 
, CLEARLY VINDICATED, 


FROM 


TUS 


Concurrent Authorities of Ecclefiaftical and other Writers of Authenticity, fuch as 
Hiftorians, Biographers, the Ancient Fathers of the Church, &c. 


S we meet with many important teftimonies 
in Jofephus, the Jewifh hittorian, concern- 
ing John the Bapcilt, the harbinger or fore- 
runner .of Jefus of Nazareth, concerning 

Jefus of Nazareth himfelt, and alfo James the Jutt, 
the brother of Jefus of Nazareth, and fince the 
Principal teftimony has been queltioned by many, 
and rejected by fome as {purious, TI hold it my duty, 
having ever declared my firm belief that thele tefti- 
monies are Zenuine, to produce original evidences, 
in order to confirm them, and then make proper ob- 
fervations for the more compleat fatisfaction of the 
reader. Before I enter upon my main delign, it may 
not be impertinent, by way of preparatory, to quote 
the opinionof, perhaps, the moft learned perfon, and 
competent judge, that ever was, as to the authorit 
of Jofephus; I mean Jofeph Scaliger, from whofe 
works, in Latin, the following is a tranflation. 


« , Jofephus is the moft diligent, and the greateft 
a lover of truth, of all writers. We can confi- 
a dently affirm of him, that it is more fafe to be- 
lieve him, not only as to the affairs of the Jews, 
;, Dut alfo as to thole that are foreign to them, than 
«all the Greek and Latin writers; and this becaufe 
e his fidelity, and his compafs of learning, are every 
~ where moft confpicuous.” 


TACITUS. 


« LACITUS writes, in his annals, that ‘ Nero, in 
«, Order to ftifle the rumour, (though he himfelf fet 
ee Rome on fire, ) afcribed it to thofe people who were 
_, bated for their ftrange practices, and called, by the 
a vulgar, Chriftians. ‘Thefe he punifhed exqui- 
«, fitely. The author of this name was Chrift, 
« Who, in the reign of Tiberius, was-put to death 
by Pontius Pilate, the procurator.” 


Since Jofephus gives us his teftimony, and fince 
almoft all the reft that is true of the Jews in Ta- 
10. 45. 


citus, was directly taken by him out of Jofephus, 
there can remain no rcafon to doubt but this pat- 
fage was taken from him alfo. He could not have 
this account from that other Jewifh hiftorian, Ju- 
ftus, of Tiberias; for Photius, who perufed his 
hiftory, affures us, that Juftus made no mention at 
all of Jefus Chrift. The true writing of thefe 
names, Chrift and Chriftians, as in doep hus, is an- 
other argument that Tacitus had this account 
from him; which names he would otherwile moft 
probably, with Suetonius, and other old Romans, 
have written Chreft and Chreftians. The words of 
Tacitus are all fo very like thofe of Jofephus, that 
it is moft reafonable to conclude they were taken 
from him, and no other author. 


JUSTIN MARTYR. 


YOU (Jews) knew that Jefus was rifen from the 
dead, and afcended into heaven, as the prophecies 
did foretel was to happen. 


ORIGEN. 


THIS James was fo fhining a character among 
the people, on account of his righteoufnefs, that 
Flavius Jofephus, when, in his twenty books of the 
Jewifh Antiquities, he defcribes the caufe why the 
people fuffered fuch miferies till the facred temple 
was demolifhed, fays, that thefe things befel them 
through the Divine anger, for what they had dared 
to do with James, the brother of Jefus, who was 
called Chrift. He fays farther, that the people 
thought they fuffered thefe things for the fake of 
James. 


Jofephus teftifies, in the 18th book of his Jewifh 
Antiquities, that John was the Baptift, and that he 
promifed purification to thofe that were baptized. 
The fame Jofephus alfo, when enquiring into the 

68 caule 


534 


‘faid he had feen as the Lord’s brother, (Gal. i. 19 


Tus TESTIMONIES or JOSEPHUS 


caule of the deftruétion of Jerufalem, and the de- 
molition of the temple, ought to have faid, that 
their inclinations againtt Jefus were the caufe of 
thefe miferies coming on the people, becaufe they 
had flain that Chrift who was foretold by the pro- 
phets: he, though, as it were, unwillingly, yet, as 
one not remote from the truth, fays “ Thefe mife- 
““ ries befel the Jews by way of revenge for James 
“the Juft, who was the brother of Jefus, that was 
“* called Chrift ; becaufe they had flain him who 
“ was a moft righteous perfon.” Now this James 
was he whom that genuine difciple of Jefus, Paol, 
which relation implies not fo much nearnefs of 
blood, or famenefs of education, as it docs agree- 
ment of manners and preaching. If, therefore, he 
fays, the defolation of Jerufalem befel the Jews for 
the fake of James, with how much greater reafon 
might he have {aid that it happened for the fake of 
Jelus? Tothis Origen adds, Titus deftroyed Jeru- 


falem, according to Jofephus, on account of James 


the Juft, the brother of Jefus, that, was called 
Chrift; but, in truth, on account of Jefus, the 
Chrift of God. : 


EUSEBIUS. 


CERTAINLY the atteftation of thofe I have 
already produced concerning Our Saviour may be 
fufficient. However, it may not be amifs, if, over 
and above, we make ufe of Jofephus, the Jew, as 
an additional witnefs. In the 18th book of his An- 
tiquities, where he relates an account of what hap- 
pened under Pilate, he mentions Our Saviour in thefe 
words. ‘* Now chere was, about this time, Jefus, a 
** wife man, if ic be lawful to call him aman, for 
** he was a doer of wonderiul works, a teacher of 
*fuch men as had a veneration for truth. He 
*< drew over to him both many of the Jews, and 
“many of the Gentiles. Hewasthe Chrifl. And 
“when Pilate, at the fuggeltion of the principal 
** men among us, had condemned him to the crofs, 
“ thofe that loved him at firit did not forfake him, 
‘* for he appeared to them alive again the third day, 
“* as the Divine prophets had fpoken of thefe and 
** many other wonderful things concerning him. 
“* Whence the tribe of Chriflians, fo named from 
** him, are notextinét at this day.” If, therefore, we 
have the teftimony of this hiftorian, that he not onl 
brought over to himfelf the Twelve Apoftles, wit 
the Seventy Difciples, but many of the Jews, and 
many of the Géntiles, he muft manifeftly have fome- 
what in him extraordinary above the reft of man- 
kind: for how otherwife could he draw over fo 
many of the Jews and Gentiles, unlefs he per- 
formed admirable and amazing works, and ufed a 
method of teaching that was not common? More- 
over, the fcripture of the Acts of the Apoftles bears 
witnefs that there were many thoufands of Jews 
who were _perfuaded that he was the Chrift of God, 
who was foretold by the prophets. Acts xxi. 20. 


From Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, written about the year 
of our Lord 330. 


THE Divine Scripture of the Gofpels make men- 
tion of John the Baptiit as having his head cut off 
by the younger Herod. Jofephus alfo concurs in 
this hiftory, and makes mention of Herodias by 
name, as the wife of his brother, whom Herod had 
married upon divorcing his former lawful wife. 
She was the daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia 
Petrea, and which Herodias he had parted from her 
hufband while he was alive. On this account alfo 
Aretas made war with him, becaufe his daughter had 
been ufed difhonourably. In which war, when it 
came to a battle, he fays, that all Hlerod’s army was 
deftroyed; and that he fuffered this becaufe of his 
wicked contrivance againft John. 
fame Jofephus, by acknowledging John to have 
been a mott righteous man, and the Baptift, con- 
curs in his teftimony with what is written in the 
Gofpels. Healfo relates, that Herod loft his king- 
slom for the fake of this fame Herodias; together 


Moreover this | 


with whom he was himfelf_condemned to be ba- 
nifhed to Vienna, acity of Gaul. In the 18th book 
of his Antiquities, he thus writes of John: 


“* Some of the Jews thought that the deftru&ion 
“* of Herod’s army came from God, and that ver 
** juftly, as a punifhment for what he did again 
<* John, that was called the Baptift, for Herod flew 
‘* him, who was a good man, and one that com. 
“ manded the Jews to exercife virtue, both as to 
“* righteoufnefs towards one another, and piety to. 
** wards God, and fo to come to baptifm ; for thar 
“© by this means, the wafhing with water would ap. 
“© pear acceptable to him when they made ufé of it: 
‘© not in order to the putting away, or remiffion of 
**fome fins only, but for the purification of the 
** body; fuppofing ftill that the foul was tho. 
* roughly purified by righteoufnefs. When many 
** came in crouds about him, for they were greatly 
°° delighted with hearing his words, Herod was 
‘afraid that.his great power of perfuading men 
‘© might tend to felition, for they feemed dilpofed 
* to do every thing headvifedthem to. He there. 
“© fore thought it better to prevent any attempt ar. 
‘* innovation by cutting him off, than, after fuch in- 
*© novation fhould be brought about, to repent of 
** fuch negligence. Accordingly he was fent a pri- 
‘* foner to the caftle of Machaerus, and there put 
S* to death.” 


When Jofephus has thus written, he makes men- 
tion of Our Saviour in the fame hiftory, in the 
manner already quoted: therefore as this writer 
fprung from the Hebrews themfelves, he hath deli- 
vered thefe things in his own work concerning John 
the Baptift, and Our Saviour. What room then can 
there be for farther evafion ? 


Now James was fo wonderful a perfon, and fo 
celebrated by all others for righteoufnefs, that the 
judicious Jews thought this to have been the occa- 
fion of the fiege of Jerufalem, which came on pre- 
fently after his martyrdom, and that it befel them 
for no other reafon than that impious fact they 
were guilty of againft him. Jofephus, therefore, 
did not refufe to atteft thereto in writing in the fol- 
lowing words: ‘* Thefe miferies befel the Jews by 
‘© way of revenge for James the Juft, who was the 
“ brother of Jefus, that was called Chrift, on this 
“* account, that they had flain him who was a moft 
** righteous perfon,” 


The fame Jofephus declares the manner of his 
death in the 2oth book of his Antiquities, in thefe 
words: ‘* Caefar fent Albinus into paces as pro- 
** curator, when he heard that Feftus was dead. 
‘* Now Ananus the younger, who had been ad- 
*¢ mitted to the high-priefthood, was, in his temper, 
** bold and daring in an extraordinary manner. He 
“© was alfo of the fect of the Sadducees, who are 
** more rigid in opinion than others of the Jews. 
*° Since therefore this was the character of Ananus, 
** he thought he had a proper opportunity to exer- 
“ cife his authority, becaufe Feftus was dead, and 
** Albinus was but upon the road. He therefore 
** aflembles the Sanhedrim of judges, and brings 
** before them_ James, the brother of Jefus, who 
‘© was called Chrift, and fome others of his com- 
** panions, and when he had formed an accufation 
** againft them as breakers of the law, he delivered 
“them up to be ftoned. But thofe who feeme 
“¢ the moft equitable of the citizens, and thofe who 
“© were moft uneafy at the breach of the laws, dil- 
** liked what was done. They alfo fent to the king 
es (Agrippa) defiring him to fend to Ananus, that 
“he fhould aé& fo no more; for that what he ha 
** already done could not be juftified.”” 


AMBROSE, or HEGESIPPUS. 


WE have difcovered that it was the opinion and 
belief of the Jews, as Jofephus affirms, (who Is an 
author not to be rejected when he writes againft him- 
felf,) that Herod loft his army, not by the deceit 0 
men, but by the anger of Gad, and that juftly, 4 
an effect of punifhment for what he did to John 
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Concerning OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR, JOHN Tur BAPTIST, &c. 


who had faid to him, ° 


aptift, a juft man  Itis 
Ear ewial for thee to have thy brother’s wife.” 

The Jews themfelves alfo bear witnets co Chrift, 
asappears from Jolephus, the writer ot their hiltory, 
who fays, “ That there was at chat time a wife man, 
“if ic be lawful co call him a man, a docr of won- 
“ derful works, who appeared to his difciples, after 
“ the third day from his death, alive again, accord- 
“ ing tothe writings of the prophets, who foretold 
« thefe and innumerable other miraculous events 
“ concerning him, From him arole the congrega- 
“ sion of Chriftians, which have penetrated amongit 
« al] fortsof men. Nor does there remain a nation 
“in the Roman world that continue flrangers to 
“ his religion.” If the Jews do not believe us, lec 
them at Jeaft believe their own writers. Jofephus, 
whom they efteem a very great man, hath faid this, 
he hath fpoken truth atter fuch a manner, that is, 
hiftorical truth, becaufe he held it unlawful to de- 
ceive, though he was no believer, which rather 
confirms than invalidates his teftimony. 


RUFINUS. 


NOW there was at that time Jefus, a wife man, 
if at leait it be lawful to call hint a man, for he was 
adoer of wonderful works, areacher of fuch things 
to thofe who were willing to hear the truth. He 
alfo drew over to him many of the Jews, and many 
of the Gentiles. He was Chrift. And when Pi- 
Jate, at the accufation of the principal men of our 
nation, had decreed chat he fhould becrucified, thofe 
that had loved him from the beginning did not for- 
fake him; for he appeared to them alive again the 
third day, according to what the divinely intpired 
prophets had forerold, that tliese, and innumerable 
other, miracles fhould come to, pals about him, 
Morcover, both the name and {ect of Chriltians, 
who are denominated trom him, continue in being 
to this day. 


HIERONYMUS. 


JOSEPHUS, in the 18th book of his Antiquities, 
moft exprefsly acknowledges, that Chrift was flain 
by the Dharifees on account of che greatnefs of his 
miracles ; 2nd that John che Baprift was truly a pro- 
phet; and that Jerufalem was demolithed on ac- 
count of the flaughter of James che Apoille. He 
wrote concerning our Lord alter this manner. At 
the fame time there was Jefus, a wife man, if yet it 
be lawful ta call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of thote who willingly 
receive the truth. Te had many followers, both of 
the Jews and Gentiles. THe was believed co be 
Chrilt, And when, through the envy of our princi- 
pal men, Pilate had condemned him to the crols, 
notwith{tanding this, thof¢ who had loved him at 
firft perfevered’; for he appeared to them alive on 
the third day, as the oracles of the prophets had 
foretold many of thefe and other wonderful things 
concerning him. And the fect of Chriftians, fo 
named from him, are not extinet at chis day, 


ISIDORUS PLHLUSIOTA, 
Scuorar of Curysos ron. 


FHERE was one Jolephus, a Jew of the greatelt 
Teputation, and one that was zealous for the law 5 
ia ae that paraphrafed the Old Telament with 
thew’ and acted valiantly for the Jews, and bach 
ike, eae their fertlement is nobler chan can be de- 
retl eee words. Now fince he made their inte- 
the BING place to truth, for he would not fypport 
ma ree of impious men, Pthink it neceflary co 
hee i: words. What then does he lay 2: Now 
awtul to about thactime fefus, awile man, if it be 
deriig to al hinva man, for he was a docr of won- 
sith na ks) ateacher of fuch men as receive che 
many orth pleature, He drew over to him both 
Was the CU we poms, and many’ of the Gentiles, Fe 
of the “ari. And when t late, at che lupeettion 

¢ principal men among tt us, had condemned 


him to the crofs, thofe rhat loved him at firft did 
not forfake him: for he appeared to them the third 
day alive again, as the Divine prophets had fore- 
told, with many other wonderful things concern- 
ing him. And the tribe of Chriltians, fo namicc 
from him, are not extinét at thisday, I cannot but 
admire this man’s love of cruth in many inftances, 
but chiefly where he fays, ‘* Jefus was a teacher of 
men who received the truth with pleafure.” 


SOZOMENUS. 


NOW Jolephus, the fon of Matthias, aprieft, a 
man of very @reat noce both among the Jews and 
the Romans, may well be deemed a witnels of cre- 
dit as to the truth of Chrift’s hillory; for he feru- 
ples to call him a man, as being a doer of wonder- 
ful works, and a teacher of the word of truth. He 
names him Chrift openly ; and is not ignorant chat 
he was condemned to rhe crojs, and appeared on 
the third day alive, and that many other wonderful 
things were foretold of him by the Divine prophets. 
He tetliBes alfo, chat thofe whom he drew over to 
him, being many of the Gentiles as well as Jews, 
continued to love him; and that the tribe named 
trom him Chriftians was not then excine. Me 
appears likewile ro have been fo affected by the 
wonders he performed, as to run in a kind of mid- 
dle path, fo as not to put any indignity upon be- 
aes in him, but rather to afford his fullrage to 
them. 


CASSTODORUS, 


NOW Jolephus, the fon of Matthias, a prieft, a 
man of great nobiliry among the Jews, and of great 
dignity among the Romans, fhall bea witnefs to the 
truth of Chritt’s hiflory ; for he dares not call him 


aman, as a doer of famous works, and a teacher of 


truedoctrines, He names him Chrift openly; and 
js not ignorant that he was condemned ro the crofs, 
and appeared on the third day alive, and that an in- 
finite number of other wonderful things were fore- 
told of him by the holy prophets. Moreover, he 
teflifies alfo, thar there were then alive many whom 
he had chofen, both Greeks and Jews, and that 
they continued to love him, and that the fect which 
was named from him was by means extinct at 
that time, 


EPIPHANIUS SCHOLASTICUS 
Or JOTIN BAPTIST. 


THE 
PP was the opinion of fome of the Jews, that 
Terod’s army did therefore perifly beeatfe the Di- 
vine indignation was kindled again him, and chac 
very juflly, by way of vengeance for John, who 
was called the Baptult. For PJerod had fain him 
who was a very good man, and exhorted the Jews 
to follow virtue, to exercie riphteoulnels, tO ob- 
ferve piety towards God, and to unite together by 
baptifm as a thing acceptable, if uled, hot only for 
the wafhings away of fins, but the purification of 
the foul, and as a kind of feal of all the virtues to- 
gether. When fuch precepts were taughe by him 
and a very great concourle of people flocked to hear 
him, Hlerod, fearful Jett, by the perfuafion of his 
doétring, the people fhould depart trom his govern. 
ment, (for he faw that the common people were 
ready to obey the precepts and admonitions he pave 
them in all points,) thought ic more expedient to 
prevent any ledition that mightarife, by raking him 
off, than, after difturbances had happened, 10 re 
pent when ie was too late. Tt was upon this fulpi- 
cion alone of Fferod chat John was lene a prifoner 
to the caflle of Machirus, and there beheaded. 
But, as we before obferved, the Jews were of opi- 
nion that God bad brought deftruétion upon his 
army, and thereby inflicted a jufk panifhment on 
IHerod. 
EPIPHANTUS 
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of Jofephus 


Tur TESTIMONIES or JOSEPHUS 
EPIPHANIUS PHOTIUS. 


Or OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. I HAVE read the treatife of Jofephus about the 

. : .|| univerfe, the title of which I have elfewhere read 
_. NOW there was at that time Jefus, a wife man, || to be, of the fubftance of the univerfe, It is con. 
if at leaft ic be lawful to call him aman, for hewas |) tained in two very {mall treatifes. He treats of the 
a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of fuch men origin of the world in abrief manner. He fpeaks 
as willingly heard the truth. He alfo drew over to however, of the divinity of Chrift ina way much 
him many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. refembling ours, declaring, that the ‘fame name of 
fle was Chrift. “And when Pilate, at the accufa- {| Chrift belongs to him; and writes concerning him 
tion of the principal men of our nation, had de- || in general, in a mianner that cannot be juttly cen. 
creed that he fhould be crucified, thofe that loved || fured. The phrafeology of this treatife does not at 
him from the beginning did not forfake him ; for all differ from his other works. Befides, others 


he appeared to them to the third day alive again, ac- have written on the fame fubject. 

cording to what the divinely infpired prophets had : 
foretold, that thofe and innumerable other miracles Herod, the Tetrarch of Galilee, and of Perza, the 
fhould come to pafs about him. Moreover, both || fon of Herod the Great, fellin love, as Jofephus fays, 
the name and fect of Chriftians, who were denomi- || with the wife of his brother Herod, whole name was 
nated from him, continue in being to this day. Herodias, the grand-daughter of Herod the Great, 


by his fon Ariftobulus, whom he had flain. Agrippa 

ae ae Hey Binet Now Howe or ne away 

i; r 4{ from her hufband, and married her. This is he that 

fea ees flew John the Baptift, that great man, the fore. 

Or JAMES, rae Broruer or OUR LORD. runner of Chrift, being afraid (as Jofephus fays) 

So ? 4) left he fhould raife a {edition among his people ; for 

ANANUS, thehigh-prieft, believing that he had they all followed the direétions of John, cn account 

found out a proper time to exercife his authority, of the excellency of his virtue. 

Feftus, the procurator, being dead, and Albinusonly - 
upon the road, appointed a council of judges, and | 


bringing feveral before him, among whom was the MACARIUS. 
brother of Jefus, who is called Chrift, whofe name 
was James, he accufed them of ating againft the |} JOSEPHUS, aprieft of Jerufalem, and one that 


law, and delivered them up to be ftoned. But thofe |} wrote with truth the hiftory of the Jewith affairs, 
of the citizens that feeméed the moft moderate, and bears witnefs that Chrift was incarnate and cru- 
were concerned to have the law exactly obferved cified, and the third day rofe again, whofe writings 
were greatly offended, and fentto the king(Agrippa,) are depofited in the public library. Since, therefore, 
entreating him that he would write to Ananus, that the writer of the Hebrews hath given this telti- 
he would defift from fuch aétions as were not well |] mony concerning Our Lord and Saviour in his 
done, &c. own books, what defence can there remain for un- 
believers ? ; 


ANASTASIAS ABBAS. SUIDAS. 


NOW Jofephus, a Jewith author, fays of Chrift, WE have found Jofephus, who hath_writtea 
that he was a jult and good man, fhewn and de- |} about the taking of Jerufalem, (of whom Euiebins 
clared fo to be by Divine Grace, who gave aid to makes frequent mention in his Ecclefiaftical tin. 
many by figns and miracles, tory,) faying openly, in his memoirs of the csp- 
tivity, that Jefus officiated in the temple with te 

priefts. This we have found Jofephus faying, 3 

FRECULPHUS man_ of antient times, and not very long after the 


apaftles, &c. 
JOSEPHUS, inthe 18th book of his Antiquities, 
moft exprefsly acknowledges that Chrift was flain 


by Ue ey 2 geconnEe the ees ot his so P HRONIUS. 
miracles ; that John the Baptift was trulya prophet; ; . ; 
and thar Jerufalem was demolifhed on atcoune of JOSEPHUS, the Jew, that lover of cruth, fpezks 


sof of the forerunner of Chrift, and of Our Lord and 
the Haughferof James the Apottle. Nay, hg Wrore || Saviour jelus Chat, Inche 18th book af eds 
time there was Jefus, a wife man, if it be reafonable Ban by he Jews, OA Se aunt athe kai aaa his 
to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful eles. and that John the Baptift was cruly a pro 
works, and a teacher of thofe who willingly receive pees andthe Terutalet 3 pelifty Nonaccoutt 
the truth. te had many followers, both of the bee at sa aE y one ie tl ene 
Jews and Gentiles. Fle was alfo believed to be of the Haughter or James the apoitic, 
Chrift. And when, through the envy of our prin- 
cipal men, Pilate had condemned him to the crofs, 


thofe vis lovee him aU Bre eHovcreds Now aS CEDRENUS. 
appeared to them on the third day alive, as the : . : hy 
Gracies of the prophets had foretold many of thefe JOSEPHUS does, indeed, wr iteconcerning Jom 


; . 6c Bas ; ght 
and other wonderful things concerning him. And the 8 See of one ONE Te 
oor of ae fo named from him, are not God, and that he was punifhed very juftly for the 
een ae Sel punifhment he had infliéted on John, that was called 

the Baptift; for Herod flew him that was ago 
: man, and exhorted the Jews to exercife virtue, bo! 
JOHANNES MALELA. by righteoufnefs towards one another, and piety © | 
wards God, and fo to come to baptifm.” But% 
FROM that time began the deftruétion of the |] concerning Chrift, the fame Jofephus fays, “ That 
Jews, as Jofephus, the philofopher of the Hebrews, about that time, there was Jefus, a wife man, ite 
hath written; who alfo faid this, ‘* thar, from the be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer oF 
time the Jews crucified Chrift, who was a good and wonderful works, and a teacher of fuch men as ‘ 
righteous man, (that is, if it be fit to call fuchaone |] ceive the truth with pleafure; for that Chrift dre 
a man, and nota God,) the landof Judwa was never || over many even from the Gentiles, whom, wher did 
free from trouble.” Thefe things thefame Jofephus, |] late had crucified, thofe who at firft loved him, ¢” 
the Jew, hath related in his writings. not leave off to preach concerning him ; fot 


Concerning OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR, JOHN true BAPTIST, &c. 


appeared to them the third day alive again, as the 
Divine prophets had _teftified, and fpoken thefe 
and other wonderful things concerning him. 


We will produce Jofephus himfelf for a witnefs, 
who was one of the fect of the Jews. Confider the 
love of truth that was in this man, who, although 
he were a Jew, yet he did not permit himfelf to fol- 
low the Jewith evafions and falfhoods. 


THEOPHYLACTUS. 


THE city of the Jews was taken, and the wrath 
of God was kindled againft them: as alfo Jofephus 
witneffés that this came upon them on account of 
the death of James. 


ALEXANDRIAN CHRONICLE. 


JOSEPHUS relates, in the 18th book of his An- 
tiquitics, that John the Baptiit, that holy man, 
was beheaded at che inttigation of Herodias, the 
wife of Philip. For Herod had divorced his 
former wife, who was fti}] alive, and had been his 
lawful wife. She was the daughter of Aretas, king 
of Arabia Petrea. When, therefore, Herod had 
taken lJerodias away from her hufband, while he was 
yet alive, (on whofe account he New John,) Aretas 
made war againft him becaufe his daughter had been 
dithonourably treated. In this war, he fays, that all 
Herod’s army was deftroyed; and that he fuffered 
that calamity becaufe of the wickednefs he had been 
guilty of againit John. The jame Jofephus relates, 
that Hered loft his kingdom on account of Hero- 


dias, and that with her he was banifhed, &c. 


Now that Our Saviour taught and preached three 
years is demonftrated both by other reafonings, as 
allo out of the Holy Golfpels, and out of the wri- 
tings of Jofephus, who was a wife man among the 
Hebrews, &c. 


Jofephus, in the 18th book. of the Jewifh Antiqui- 
ties, writes, that, after Annas, there were three high- 
priefts, Ifhmael, the fon of Baphi, and Eleazar, 
the fon of Ananus, and Simon, the fon of Cama- 
thus, &c. 


ofephus alforelates, ih the 7th book ef the Jewith 
War, that Jerufalem was taken in the fecond year of 
Velpafian, and many years after they had dared 
to put Jefus co death: in which time he fays, that 
James, the brother of Our Lord, and bifhop of Je- 
rulalem, was thrown down from the temple, and 
flain by ftoning. 


ZONARAS. 


THERE alfo you have an abridgment of all 
that Jofephus wrote concerning Our Saviour Jefus 
Chriit and John the Baptift. 


Jofephus wrote thus concerning this John, that 
Herod flew him who was a good man, and ex- 
horted the Jews to exercife virtue, both as ro righte- 
oufnefs towards one another, and piety towardsGod, 
and fo to come to baptifm; for by that means the 
Wafhing with water would be acceptable to him. 
Now Herod, who feared Jeft the great influence 
John had over the people might put it in his power 
to raile a rebellion, (for they feemed ready to do any 
thing he fhould advife,) thought it beft, by putting 

’m_ to death, to ‘prevent any mifchief he might 
caule, and not to bring himfelf into difficulties by 

Paring a man who might make him repent of it 
when it fhould be too Iate. Accordingly he was 
fent a prifoner, out of Herod’s fufpicion, to Macha- 
Tus, and there put to death. Now the Jews had an 
Opinion that the deftruction of the army was fent as 
5; panifhment upon Herod, and a mark of God’s 
difpleafure to him. 


About this time alfo did Our Lord Jefus Chrift 
appear in Judgza, concerning whom Jofephus, in 
0. 45. 


the 18th book of his Antiquities, faysthus: ‘* Now 
there was about this time a wiie man, it ic be law- 
ful to call hima man, for he was a doer of wonder- 
ful works, a teacher of fuch men as receive the 
truth with pleature. He drew over to him many of 
the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was the 
Chri. And when Pilate, at the fuggeition of the 
Principal men among us, had condemned him to 
the crofs, thofe that loved him arc firfl did not for- 
fake him; for he appeared co them the third day 
alive again, as the Divine prophets had faid thele 
and many other wonderful things concerning him. 
And the tribe of Chriftians, fo named from him, 
are not extinét at this day.”? Thefe things Jofephus 
wrote in his Antiquities concerning Chrift. 


Johannes Sariburienfis, Petrus Comeftor, Gor-. 
fridus Viterbienfis, and Vincentius Betlowacenfis, 
all add their teltimonies concerning Jofephus in 
words to the fame effect. 


GLYCAS. 


THEN did Philo and Jofephus fourifth. The 
laft was ftiled the lover of truth, becanfe he 
commended John, who baptized our Lord, and be- 
caufe he bore witnefs that Chrift, in like manner, 
was a wifeman, and the doer of great miracles, and 
hae after he was crucified he appeared the third 

ay. 


NICEPHORUS CALLISTUS, 


NOW this (concerning Flerod the Tetrarch) is 
attefted to, not only by the book of the Holy Gof- 
pels, but by Jofephus, that lover of truth, who alfo 
makes mention of Herodias, his brother’s wife, whom 
Herod had taken from him, while he was alive, and 
married, having divorced his former lawful wife, 
who was the daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia 
Petrea. On whole account alfo, when he had Main 
John the Baptift, Aretas made war upon him, be- 
caufe his daughter had been difhonourably ufed. In 
which war he relates, that all LJerod’s army was de- 
Troyes and that he fuffered this on account of the 
moft unjuft Naughter of John. He alfo adds, that 
John was a moit righteous man. Moreover, he 
makes mention of his baptifm, agreeing in all points 
thereto relating to the gofpel. He allo informs us, 
that Herod loft his kingdom on account of Hero- 
dias, with whom alfo he was condemned to be ba- 
nifhed to Vienna, which was their place of exile, a 
city bordering upon Gaul, and lying near the ut-- 
moft bounds of the weft. However, in the 18th 
book of his Antiquities, he fays this farther con- 
cerning John. ‘* Some of the Jews thought the de- 
ftruction of Herod’s army came from God, and that 
very juftly, as a punifhment for what he did againft 
John, that was called the Baptift. For Herod flew 
him who was a good man, and one that exhorted 
the Jews to exercife virtue and picty towards God, 
and fo to come to baptifm, as by that means the 
wafhing with water would appearacceptable to him, 
when they ufed it not for the putting away of fome 
fins only, but for the purification of the body, fup- 
pofing itill that the foul be thoroughly purified be- 
forehand by righteoufnefs. Now when many others 
came in crowds about him, (for they were preatly 
moved by hearing his words, ) Herod was afraid that 
his great power of perfuafion might tend to fedi- 
tion, for they feemed difpofed to do every thing he 
fhould advife them to. We fuppofed it better to 
prevent any attempt at innovation from him by 
cutting him off, than that fuch change fhould be 
brought about, and the public fuffered to repent of 
that negligence. Accordingly he was fent a pri- 
foner, out of Herod’s fufpicious temper, to the caf- 
tle of Machzrus, and there flain.” ‘This is alfo rhe 
account of Jofephus. 


This writer concurs with the foregoing in his 
teftimony of Jofephus concerning Our Saviour Jefus 


Chrift. 
FIARDMANNUS 
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HARDMANNUS SCHEDELIUS. 


JOSEPHUS, the Jew, who was called Flavius, 
a prieft, and the fon of Matthias, a prieft of that 
nation, a moft celebrated hiftorian, and very fkilful 
in many things, was certainly a good man, of 
excellent charaéter, and one who had the highett 
opinion of Chrift. 


PLATIN A. 


I SHALL avoid mentioning what Chrift did, 
until the thirtieth year of hisage, when he was bap- 
tized by John, the fon of Zacharias; becaufe not 
only the Gofpels and Epifties are full of thofe acts 
which he performed in the moft excellent man- 
ner, but fuch books as are quite remote from his 
way of living and aéting. Flavius Jofephus him- 
Self, who wrote twenty books of Jewifh Antiqui- 
ties in the Greek language, when he had_proceeded 
as far asthe Emperor Tiberius, fays, ‘* ‘There was, 
in thofe days, Jefus, a certain wife man, if at leaft it 
be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, and a teacher of men, efpecially 
of fuch as willingly hear the truth. On this ac- 
count he drew over to him many, both of the Jews 
and. Gentiles. He was Chrift. But when Pilate, 
inftigated by the principal men of our nation, had 
decreed that he fhould be crucified, yet did not 
thofe that_loved him from the beginning forfake 
him. Befides, he appeared to them, the third day 
after his death, alive, as the divinely infpired pro- 
phets had foretold, that thefe and many other mira- 
cles fhould come to pafs about him. ~ And the fa- 
mous name of Chriftians taken from him, as well 
as their fect, do ftill continue in being. 


_ The fame Jofephusalfo afirms, that JohntheBap- 
tift was a true prophet, and on that account efteemed 


by men in general, that he was flain by Herad, the 
fon of Herod the Great, a little before the death of 
Chrift, in the caftle of Macherus; and that this 
cruel order was given by Herod at the inftigation 
of Herodias, the fitter of Agrippa, and the wife of 
his pion Philip, whom he had inceftuoufly mar- 
ried. 


TRITHEMIUS, ta: ABBOT. 


JOSEPHUS, the Jew, although he continued to 
be a Jew, cid frequently commend the Chriftians, 
and, in the 18th book of his Antiquities, wrote 
down an eminent teftimony concerning Our Lord 
Jefus Chritt. ; 


Whether Trithemius found more paffages con. 
cerning the Chriftians in his copies of the genuine 
works of Jofephus now or formerly extant, or 
afcribed the book concerning the univerfe to him, 
and therein met with other commendations of the 
Chriftians that were in his genuine works, cannoz 
now be determined. So far, however, is plain, that 
this very learned abbot, who affirms that Jofephus 
frequently commended the Chriftians, had more 
teftimonies, in the works he believed to be Jofe- 
phus’s, to this purpofe, than we are at prefent ac- 
quainted with. Which feems to have been the cafe 
of Origen, Eufebius, the author of the Alexan- 
drian Chronicle, Suidas, and Theophylactus, as ap- 
pears in our quotations out of them. 


More quotations fromthe moft refpectable writers 
might be adduced, fuch as the Latin Verfion from 
Haimo, Anonymus Bambergenfis, Conradus Ur- 
fpergenfis, Albertus Stadenfis, &c. &c. mentioned 
by Fabricius, all which authors cite the fame tefti- 
mony concerning Chrift; but as we prefume thole 
already quoted are fufficient to fatisfy the candid 
and impartial reader, we pafs them over to obviate 
a tedious prolixity. 





CUSERVATIONS 





OBSERVATIONS 


FROM 


FOREGOING 


THE 


EVIDENCES 


AND 


CITATIONS. 


I. 


HE. ftyle of all thefe original teftimonies 
belonging to Jofephus is exactly the ftyle 
of the fame Jofephus, and efpecially his 
ftyle about thofe parts of his Anciquities 

wherein we find thele teitimonies. His teftimonies 
concerning John the Baptift and. James the Juft, 
have been rendered equally undeniable as that con- 
cerning Chriit. 


Il. 


THE claufes in Jofephus concerning John the 
Baptifl and James the Juft, efpecially thofe in all 
our prefent copies, as well as thofe cited from their 
copies by the ancients, are plainly and undeniably 
genuine. One writer ieems defirous of ferting afide 
that concerning John the Baptilt, though exprefsly 
quoted by Origen himfelf out of Jofephus; bur 
fince he hardly produces any thing like an argu- 
ment to fupport his pretence, I fhall take no tar- 
ther notice of it. 


IIf. 


THESE teftimonies therefore, being confeffedly 
and undeniably written by Jofephus himfclf, it is 
Next to impoffible that he fhould wholly omit fome 
teltimony concerning Jefus Chrift. Nay, while his 
teftimonies of John the Baptift, and of James the 
Jutt, are fo honourable, and give them fuch refpect- 
able characters, his teftimony of Chrift can be no 
other than very honourable, or fuch as afforded 
him a (till greater charaéter. Could the very fame 
author, who gave fo full and advantageous a cha- 
racter of John the Baptift, the forerunner of Jefus 
of Nazareth, (all whofe difciples were by him di- 
rected to that Jefts of Nazareth as to the true Mef- 
fiah, and all whofe difciples became afterwards his 

ifciples,) omit to fpeak honourably of that Jelus of 

azareth himfelf ? and this in the hiftory of thofe 
Yery times in which he was born, lived, and died ? 
ns is almoft incredible. 


Further; could the very fame author, who gave 
o advantageous a charaéter of James the Juit, and 


this under the very appellation of James, the bro- 
ther of Jefus, who was called Chrilt, which James 
was one of the principal difciples, or apoftles, of 
this Jefus Chrift, and had been many years the only 
Chrittian bifhop of the believing Jews of Juda 
and Jecrufalem, in the very days, and in the very 
country of this writer; could he, I fay, wholly 
omit, nay, could he withhold, a very honourable ac- 
count of Jelus Chrift himfelf, whole difciple and 
bifhop chis James moft undoubtedly was? This is 
alfo almoft incredible. 


Iv. 


THE famous claufe in this teftimony of Jofe- 
phus concerning Chrift, ** This was Chrift, or the 
Chrift,” clearly points out that this Jelus was diftin- 
guifhed from all others of that name, of which 
there were not a few, as mentioned by Jofephus 
himfelf, by the addition of the other name of 
Chrift; or that this perfon was no other than he 
whom al] the world knew by the name of Jefus 
Chrift, and his followers by the name of Chrif- 
tians. 


Vv. 


THOUGH Jofephus did not defign here to de- 
clare himfelf openly a Chriftian, yet he could not 
poffibly believe al) that_he afferts concerning Jefus 
Chrift, unlefs he were fo far a Chriftian as the Jew- 
ifh Nazarenes, or Ebionites, then were, who believed 
gelus of Nazareth to be the true Meffiah, without |. 
believing that he was more than a man; who alfo 
believed the necefMity of the oblervation of the ce- 
remonial law of Moies, in order to falvation for all 
mankind ; which were the two main points of thofe 
Jewihh Chriftians faith, though in oppofition to all 
the apoftles of Jefus Chriit in the firft century, and 
in oppofition to the whole Catholic Church of Chrift 
in the following centuries. It feems then to appear 
that Jofephus was, in hisown mind and confeience, 
only a Nazarene, or Ebionite Jewifh Chriftian; and 
it is obfervable, thathisentire teftimony, and all] thar 
he fays of John the Baptift and of James, as i 

2 his 


540 


OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


his abfolute filence about all the reft of the apoftles, 
exactly agrees with him under that character, an 
no other. We all know that the thoufands of Jews 
who believed in Chrift (A&s xxi. 20.) in the firft 
century, were all zealous of the ceremonial law; 
and by confequence, if there were any reafon to 
think our Jofephus tobe, inany fenfe, a believer or 
a Chriftian, as from thefe teftimonies there are very 
great ones, all thefe, and all other reafons, coul 
not but confpire to affure us he was no other than a 
Nazarene, or Ebiohite Chriftian, 


VI. 


SINCE therefore Jofephus appears to have been, 
in his own mind and confcience, no other than a 
Nazarene, or Ebionite Chriftian, and by confequence 
with them reje@led all our Greek gofpels and Greek 
books of the New Teftament, and received only the 
Hebrew gofpel of the Nazarenes, or Ebionites, we 
oughe allo to have that Nazarene or Ebionite gof- 
pel,, with the other Nazarene or Ebionite fragments 
in view, when we confider any paffages of Jolephus 
relating to Chrift, orto Chriftianity. Thus, fince 
that gofpel omitted all that is in the beginning of 
our St. Matthew’s and St. Luke’s gofpels, and be- 
gan with the miniftry of John the Baptift, in which 
firft parts of the gofpel hiltory are the accounts of 
the Maughter of the infants, and of the emolument 
or taxation under Auguitus Cafar and Herod, it 
is no matter of wonder that Jofephus has not taken 
care particularly and clearly to preferve thofe hifto- 
ries. 


Thus when we find that Jofephus calls James, the 
brother of Chrift, by the name of James the Juft, 
and defcribes him as a moft juft or righteous man 
in an efpecial manner, we are to remember, that 
fuch is his name and charaéter in the gofpel according 
to the Hebrews, and the other Ebionite remains of 
Hegelippus, but no where elfe. 


Nor are we to fuppofe they herein referred to any 
other than that righteoufnefs which was by the Jew- 
ifh law, wherein St. Paul, (Philip. iii. 6.) before he 
embraced Chriftianity, profeffed himfelf to have 
been blamelefs. ‘Thus when Jofephus, with other 
Jews, alcribed the miferies of that nation under 

Yefpafian and Titus, with the deitruction of Jeru- 
falem, to the barbarous murder of James the Juft, 
we muft remember what we learn from the Ebionite 
fragments of Hegefippus, that thefe Ebionites in- 
terpreted a prophecy of Haiah, as foretelling this 
very murder, and the confequent miferies: ‘* Let 
us take away the juft one, for he is unprofitable to 
US 3 therefore thall they eat the fruit of their own 
ways.” 


Thus when Jofephus fays, as we have feen, that 
the moft equitable citizens of Jerufalem, and thofe 
that were moft zealous of the law, were very un- 
eafy at the condemnation of this James, and fome 
of his friends, or fellow Chriftians, by the high- 
prieft and fanhedrim, and declares that he himlelf 
was one of thofe Jews who thought the fhocking 
calamities of that nation effects of the Divine ven- 
geance for the murder of this James, we may eafily 
fee thofe opinions could only be the opinions of 
converted Jews or Ebionites. The high-prieft and 
fanhedrim, who always perfecuted the Chriftians, 
and the body of thofe unbelieving Jews who are 
fuppofed to fuffer for murdering this James, could 
not furely be of that opinion. ‘Thus laftly, when 
Jofephus is cited in Suidas, as affirming that Jefus 
officiated with the priefts in the temple, this account 
is by no means difagreeable to the pretenfions of the 
Ebionites ; Hegefippus, the Ebionite, affirming the 
very fame thing of James the Juft. 


T have already made fome obfervations on the fa-, 
mous teftimony concerning our Saviour in Jofephus 
from Tacitus. The next author I have alledged for 
it is Juitin Martyr, one fo nearly cceval with Jo- 
fephus, that he might be born about the time when 
he wrote his Antiquities. Juftin elfewhere appeals 
to the fame Antiquities by that very name; and 


though he does not here direétly quote them, yet 
does he feem to me to allude to this very teftimony 
in them concerning our Saviour, when he affirms 
inthis place, to Trypho, the Jew, thac “¢ his nation 
originally knew that Jefus was rifen from the dead 
and afcended into heaven, as the prophecies did 
foretel was to happen.’’ Nor, bndleets does he feem 
to me to have any thing elfe particularly in his view. 
but thofe claufes of this very teftimony, where Jo. 
fephus fays, that ‘‘ Jefus appeared to his followers 
alive the third day atter his crucifixion, as the Di- 
vine prophets had foretold thefe and other wonder- 
ful things concerning him.” I muft leave this ap- 
plication to the impartial reader’s own confidera- 
tion. : 


The next author Ihave quoted for Jofephus’g 
teftimonies of John the Baprift, of Jefus of Naza: 
reth, and of James the Juit, is Origen, who is, in- 
deed, allowed, on all hands, to have quoted him for 
his excellent charaéters of John the Baptift, and of 
James the Juft; but whofe fuppofed filence about 
this teftimony concerning Chrift, is ufually alledged 
as the principal argument againft its being genuine; 
and particularly as to the claufe ‘* This was the 
Chrift;”? and that, as we have feen, becaufe he twice 
affures us that, in his opinion, Jofephus did not him. 
felf acknowledge Jefus for Chrift. As to this fat. 
ter claufe I have to obferve, that Jofephus did nor 
here, in writing to Greeks and Romans, mean any 
fuch thing by thefe words as Jews and Chriftians 
naturally underftand by them. I have alfo to ob- 
ferve, that all the ancients allow ftill, with Origen, 
that Jafephus did not, in the Jewifh and Chriftian 

enfe, acknowledge Jefus for the true Meffiah, or the 

true Chrift of God, notwithftanding their exprefs 
quotation of that claufe in Jolephus as genuine. So 
that unleis we fuppofe Origen to have had a diffe- 
rent notion of thefe words from all the other anci- 
ents, we cannot conclude from this affertion, that 
he had not thofe words in his copy. owever, it 
feems to me, that Origen affords us four feveral in- 
dications that the main parts, at leaft, of this tefti- 
mony itfelf were in his copy. 


x 

1ft. When Origen introduces the teftimony of Jo- 
fephus concerning James the Juft, that he nOUE 
the miferies of the Jews were an inftance of the Di- 
vine vengeance on that nation for putting James to 
death inftead of Jefus, he ufes an expreffion no way 
neceflary to his purpofe, nor occafioned by any 
words of Jofephus there; I mean that they had flain 
S¢ That Chritt which was foretold in the prophe- 
cies.’ Whence could that expreffion come into Ori- 
gen’s mind, when he was quoting a reftimony from 
Jotephus concerning the brother of Chrift, from 
his remembrance of a claufe in the teftimony of the 
fame Jofephus concerning Chrift himfelf, that ‘* the 
prophets had foretold his death and refurrection, 
and many other wonderful things concerning him?” 


adly. Why. was Origen fo furprized at Jo- 
fephus’s afcribing the deftruction of Jerufalem to 
the Jews murdering of James the Juft, and not to 
their murdering of Jefus, as we have feen he was, 
if he had not known that Jofephus had fpoken of 
Jefus and his death before; and that he had a very 
good opinion of Jefus, which yet he could learn in 
no way fo authentic as from this teftimony? Nor do 
the words he ufes, that Jofephus was ** remote from 
the truth,” perhaps allude to any thing elfe but 
this very teftimony before us. 


adly. How came Origen, upon a flight occafions 
when he had juft fer down that teftimony of Jole- 
phus concerning James the Juft, the brother o! 
pefus, who was called Chrift, to fay, that ‘ Ic may 

e queftioned whether the Jews thought Jefus to be 
a man, or whether they did not fuppofe him to, be 
a being of adivinerkind?” This appears fovery like 
thofe claufes of this teftimony in Jofephus, that 
“ Jefus was a wife man, if it be lawful to call him 
aman,’ that it is highly probable Origen theredY 
alluded to them. And this is the more to be de: 
pended on, becaufe all the unbelieving Jews, 2% 
all the reft of the Nazarene Jews, efteemed fue 
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with one confent, as a mere man, the fon of Jofeph 
and Mary; and it is not, I think, poffible to produce 
any one Jew, but Jofephus, who fays any thing like 
his being more than human, or, according to the 
import of his words, a ‘* Divine perton.” I take 
this argument to be avery forcible one, bur fubmit 
i¢ co the confideration of the judicious. 


. Why does Origen affirm twice foexprefsly, that 
§5 Torephus did not himfelf own, in the Jewifh and 
Chrittian fenie, that Jefus was Chritt,” nocwith- 
ttanding his quotations out of him are eminent 
teftimonies for John the Baptitt, his forerunner, 
and tor James the Juft, his brother, and one of his 
principal difciples ? There is no paffage in all Jo- 
fephus {0 likely to perfuade Origen of this, as in the 
famous teftimony before'us; whercin, as he and all 
the antients underftood it, he was called Chrilt, the 
common name whence the feét of Chriftians was 
derived; and where he all along fpeaks of thole 
Chriftians, as a deét then in being, whofe author 
was a wonderful perfon, and his tollowers great 
lovers of him and of truth, yet as fuch a fect as he 
had not joined himfelf to. Nor can I devife any 
other reafon but this; and parallel language of Jo- 
fephus elfewhere, when he {peaks of James, or the 
brother, not of Jefus who was Chritt, but of Jefus 
who was caH/led Chrift, that could fo naturally induce 
Origen and others to be of that opinion. 


TX. 


AS to that great critic Photius, in the ninth 
century, who is fuppofed not to have had this tel- 
timony in his copy of Jofephus, or elfe to have 
efteemed it fpurious, becaufe in his extracts from 
the Antiquities of Jofephus ic is notexpreisly men- 
tioned, I cannot withhold furprize, that_a fection, 
which had been cited out of the copies of Jofephus 
all along, before the days of Photius, as well as it 
has been all along cited out of them fince his days, 
thould be fuppofed not co be in his copy, becaufe he 
does not direétly mention it in certain fhort and 
imperfect extraéts, no way particularly relacing to 
fuch matters. Tchofe who lay a ftrefs on this filence 
of Photius, feem to have attended little to the na- 
ture and brevity of thofe extracts. “‘Ivhey contain 
little or nothing, as he in effect profeffes at their en- 
trance, but what concerns Antipater, Herod the 
Great, his brethren and family, with their exploits, 
till the days of Agrippa the younger, and Cumanus, 
Qovernor of Judzea, fifteen years after the death of 
Our Saviour; without one word of Pilate, or what 
happened under his government, which yet was the 
only proper place in which this teftimony could 
come to be mentioned. However, fince Photius 
feems therefore, as we have teen, to fufpeét the trea- 
tfe of the univerfe afcribed by fome to Jofephus, 
becaufe it fpeaks highly of the divinity of Chrift, 
this bears a great fensblance of his knowledge and 
belief of fomewhat real in the fame Jofephus, thar 
{poke of him in an inferior manner, which could 
hardly be any other paffage than this teftimony be- 
fore us. And fince, as we have alfo feen, when he 
{peaks of the Jewih hiftory of Juftus of Tiberias, 
as infected with the prejudices of the Jews, in taking 
nO manner of notice of the advent, the acts and the 
miracles of Jefus Chrift, while yet he never once 
{peaks thus of Jofephus himfelf, this moft naturally 
implies alfo, that there was not the like occafion 
ere as there; but that Jofephus had not wholly 
omitted that advent, thofe aéts or miracles, which 
ye he has done every where elfe, in the books feen 
¥ Photius, as well as Juftus of Tiberias, but in 
this famous teftimony before us. So that it is moft 
probable, Photius not only had this teftimony in 
‘$ copy, but alfo believed it to be genuine. 


X. 


_AS to the filence of Clement of Alexandria, who 


Chane antig uities of Jofephus, but never cites any 
i the teftimonies now before us, it cannot be deem- 
& matter of wonder, fince he never cites Jofephus 


O. 45. 


but once, and that for a point of chronology only; 
to determine how many years had paffed from the 
days of Mofes to the days of Jofephus; fo that his 
filence may almoit as well be alledged againft an 
hundred other remarkable paffages in Jofephus as 
againft thetfe before us. 


a1, 


_ NOR does the like filence of Tertullian imply 
that chele tettimonies, or any of them, were not in 
the copies of hisage. ‘Yercullian never once hints 
acany treatiles of Jofephus, but thofe againft Apion, 
and that in general only for a point of chronology. 
Nor does it any where appear that Tertullian ever 
faw any of the writings of Jofephus befides ; and it 
is far from) cercain that he ever jaw thefe. He had 
particular occafion, in his difpute with the Jews, to 
quote Jofephus above any other writer, to prove the 
completion of the prophecies of the Old Teftament 
in the deitruction of Jerufalem, and the miferies of 
the Jews acthat time, of which he there difcourfes 5 
yet does he never once quote him upon that folemn 
occafion. So that it rather feems that Tertullian 
never read the Greek Antiquities of Jofephus, nor 
his Greek books of the Jewifh Wars. Nor is this 
at all ftrange in Tertullian, a Latin writer, thar 
lived in Africa; by none of which African writers 
is there any one claufe that I know of cited out of 
any of the writings of Jofephus. Nor is it worth 
while, in fuch numbers of pofitive citations, to rhen- 
tion the filence of other later writers, as being here 
of very fmall confequence. 


_ To conclude, the moft doubtful of all thefe tef- 
timonies, as has been of late juppoled, I mean that 
concerning Our Saviour Chrift, is atcefted to for 
genuine, as we have feen by the plain reference of 
‘Tacitus, by the probable reference of Juftin Mar- 
ee about the middle of the fecond century; by 
the more probable reference of Origen, about the 
middle of the tliird; by a double exprefs citation 
of it by Fufebius, ih the former part of the fourth; 
by a loofe verfion of it out of Jofephus, by Am- 
brofe, of Hegifippus, foon after it in the fame cen- 
tury; by the exprefs Latin tranfcript made by Ru- 
finus, in his verfion of the Ecclefiaftical Hiitory; 
Dy another exprefs Latin verfion of it out of Jofe- 
phus, by Hieronymus, or Jerome; and a Greek ver- 
fion of that Latin verfion; and by his learned friend 
Sophronius; all three about the end of the fourth, or 
beginning of the fifth, century. 


We have it alfo fet down by Ifidorus of Pelufium, 
the fcholar of Chryfoftom, and Sogemenus, the ec- 
clefiaftical hiftorian, both early in the fifth century. 
Caffiodorus alfo, and his friend, fuppoled to be Epi- 
phanius Scholafticus, gives us two Latin verfions of 
ic early in the fixth century. We have the jame 
teftimony plainly, though briefly, cited by Anafta- 
fius, the abbot, in the eighth century. "We have 
Jerome’s verfion of it repeated by Freculphus Lexe- 
vienfis ; the whole fet down in Greek by Hamar- 
tolus, and by one Macarius, both in or about the 
ninth century; befides the imperfect copy of part 
of it, by Malela, the chronologer, and the probable 
allufion to ic by Photius, both in the fame ninth 
century. We have Sophronius’s Greek verfion of 
Jerome’s Latin verfion repeated by Suidas, about 
the tenth century. We have an almoft compleat 
copy of it given us by Cedrenus, in the eleventh 
century. We have a itill more compleat copy of it 
given us by Zonoras, the fubftance of ir, three 
copies of Rufinus’s Latin verfion out of the. Greek 
of Eufebius, by Joannes Sariberrienfis, Gotfridy 
Viterbienfis, and Petrus Comeftor, all in the twelfth 
century. We have another copy of Rufinus’s La- 
tin verfion, by Vicentius Bellovacenfis, in the thir- 
teenth century. We have a compleat copy of it in 
Nicophorus Calliftus, in the fourteenth ‘century. 
We have alfo a clear reference to it in Hardma- 
norus Schedelius, and a new Latin verfion of it in 
Platina, and a full reference to itin Trithemius, the 
learned abbot, in the fifteenth century; all which 
evidence has been produced at large. To fay no- 
thing of the old Latin verfion, as repeated by Hai- 
me in the ninth, and Cenradus Uripergenfis, and 

6U lbertus 
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Albertus Stadenfis, inthe thirteenthcentury, which, - 
though not tran{cribed, are to be efteemed real con- . 


firmations of all the former allegations. This, as 


-we have abundantly proved, has been the cafe of 


this teftimony, in all the paft ages of Chriftianity, 
and in all the feveral countries of Europe, during 
the firft Gfteen centuries of the church. 


There is alfo another argument in favour of the 
authenticity of this teftimony, belonging to all the 
patt ages, which is ufually overlooked by learned 
Chriftians, though I think it no ‘inconfiderable one, 
and that is the contempt all the unbelieving Jews 
have ever fhewn for Jofephus, the beft hiftorian, 
beyond difpute, which their nation ever produced 
after the facred ones. What can be the reafon of 
this contempt of the genuine Greek Jofephus ? 
What the foundation of the fallacious pretence that 
the Hebrew Jofephus was not the genuine Jofephus, 
unlefs ic were the teftimonies now under confide- 
ration, and efpecially that concerning Jefus Chrift, 
which bears fo hard upon the unbelieving Jewifh 
nation, as could not be endured by them? This muft 
appear to the impartial world the principal caufe of 
their reje€ting this excellent author; nor can I de- 
vife any other probable caufe for this rejection; 
which, if admitted as the true reafon, the authenti- 
city of cthefe teftimonies, and efpecially of that 
concerning: Jefus Chrift, will of courfe alfo be ad- 
mitted to be wholly undeniable. 


Nor are we entirely deftitute of evidence, that, 
when this teftimony had been inferted in a manu- 
{cript of Jofephus in Hebrew, whether it were in 
an Hebrew verfion of his Antiquities, or in a later 
Hebrew epitome, fome Jews caufed it to be erafed 
out of it. For fee Itigius’s Prolegomena, and Dr. 
Cave’s Hiftoria Literaria, Vol. if under the par- 
ticular of Jofephus. Thus far concerning the firft 
fifteen centuries before printing began. 


Since printing began, we find this teftimony, I 
think, in every edition, and in every verfion of Jo- 
fephus, in all languages. Nay, fince Gifanius and 
Ofiander ftarted that queftion in the 16th century, 
and Tanquil Faber firft wrote againft it in the 17th 
century, all the remaining manuicripts of Jofephus, 
Eufebius, 8c. &c. have been carefully looked into 
and examined, and every one of them have been 
found to contain this teftimony, and almoft every 
one to contain it in its proper place, under the go- 
vernment of ‘Pilate, and that without any confide- 
rable variations. Nor do we difcover that any an- 
cient author, from the days of Jofephus to thoie of 
Gifanius, pretended that he knew of any copies in 
any language without it, nor give us the leaft rea- 
fon tofuppofe they fufpeéted it, or efteemed it as 
any otherwife than an authority truly certain and 
undeniable. To this muft be added the high pro- 
bability there is, from the undifputed teftimonies 
about John the Baptift and James the Juft, that Jo. 
fephus muft have given us foine fuch teftimony con~ 
cerning Chrift, and the very great probabiliry there 
is that Jofephus’s own private opinion was that of 
the, Nazarene, or Ebionite Jewifh Chriftian, with 
which character it very well agrees in every circum- 
ftance. Since, therefore, this is no other than the 
true ftate of the cafe, I think every upright judge, 
that confiders it, muft declare, that this teftimony is 
not only evidently and undeniably genuine, but, 
upon the whole, as fully fo as any other claufes or 
fections in the works of Jolech us New extant. 


Tt will alfo here be but reafonable to vindicate Jo- 
fephus in a point wherein fome late writers have 
dealt very hardly with him, I mean when they ac- 
cufe him as flattering Vefpafian with being the true 
Meffiah of the Jews. We fhall take the two paf- 
fages upon which theaccufation is built in Jofephus’s’ 
own words. ‘The former is in the 6th book of his 
Hiftory of the Jewifh Wars, and runs thus: ** If 
‘** thele things are duly confidered, it will be found 
** that God exercifes a providence over mankind, 
‘Sand by many means difcovers to them before- 


*¢ hand what is for their prefervation, but that they - 


** perifh by their own folly, and their misfortunes 
‘Sare voluntary. For the Jews made the temple 
5* four fquare, by the demolition of the Tower of 





“ Antonia, while they had it written in their own 
“oracles, that their city, and the facred houfe 
“ fhould. be taken, when the temple fhould be’ 
“ come four fquare. But what chiefly excited them 
*° to the war, was an ambiguous oracle, that a cer. 
tain perfon would arife about that time out of 
their country, who fhould have dominion over 
the world. This they took to refer to themfelves, 
and many of their wife men were deceived by that 
determination ; while the oracle defigned the do. 
‘* minion of Velpafian, who was proclaimed em- 
** peror when he was in Judzea.” 


The other paffage is in Jofephus’s own fpcech 
to Vefpafian, in the third book of the fame hiltory, 
‘© You have now in hand Jofephus a prifoner, and 
hi yOpE prefent view perhaps extends no farther; but 
“I come to you as a meffenger of greater things, 
°¢ Had it not been for this commifion, I could not 
‘* have been here at prefent, contrary to the duty of 
*° a Jewifh general, alive in the hands of an enemy. 
‘* Wherefore am I to be fent to Nero, when Velpa- 
** fian himfelf is fo near the empire, that I can 
“* hardly diftinguifh betwixt Vefpafian and the em- 
** peror, or Cazfar? Belides, his fon Titus is to 
** come after him. Keep me clofe as you pleaie, 
** provided I may be Vefpafian’s prifoner, who is 
** not only my matter, but in effect Lord of the Uni- 
** verfe. This is whacI have in charge to deliver; 
** and whenever I fhall be found to ufe the Divine 
“ authority to countenance a fraud, make an ex. 
** ample of me.” 


ec 


Now in all this we have not one word of thofe 
predictions relating to the Meffiah, which Jofephus, 
in his famous teftimony concerning Chrift, declares 
to be very numerous; but of one only concerning 
the teins of Jerufalem, and the holy houfe, when 
the temple fhould become four fquare; and one 
only which foretold, that about that time a very 
great potentate fhould arife out of Judaa. This 


; laft predi€tion the other wife men then interpreted as 


one of Jewish extraction; but Jofephus of Vefpa- 


| fian, who was firft proclaimed emperor when he 
‘ was in Judeea, without the leatt intimation that he 
. thought him to be the Meffiah of the Jews. 


the Jews, with one confent, ever expected that their 
Meffiah was not only to arife in Judaea, and chat of 
Jewifh parents in general, but to be of the feed of 

avid, andof the town of Bethlehem, where David 
was to be a great prophet like Mofes, and to come 
peculiarly for the falvation, and not the deftruction 


of Iirael, with many other charaéters entirely in- 
_ confiftent with Velpafian. 


“fo what particular ora- 
cles or predilions Jofephus referred is hard to de- 
termine, fince he does not name them. I -Juppole, 
with Reland, that the firft of them might be Dan.ix. 
26, 27, as then read and interpreted by the Jews; 
as alfo that the fecond was no other than the famous 
prophecy of Balaam, that ‘* a ftar fhould arile out 
of Jacob, and aiceptreout of Irael, &c. Num. xxiv: 
17, 18, 19; Jofephus ever looking on Balaam as 3 
true prophet. 


It will alfo be neceffary here to vindicate the fame 
Jofephus fromanother imputation, which hath been 
jaid upon him, viz. that when, in.his second book 
againft Apion, he makes a comparilon between 
Mofes, the Jewish legiflator, and Minos, with other 
old heathen legiflators, he infinuates, that though 
Mofes artfully pretended to a Divine revelation fot 
the laws he gave the Ifraclites, as did che others 4 
to their own laws, yet that this was only in the 
way of a pious fraud, and that he did not himielt 
believe that.any fuch Divine revelation was mace: 
to him.” . 

This is I fuppofe a new hypothefis, that-our Jo- 
fephus, after all his zeal for Mofes, and for the Me- 
faic laws, fhould ftill believe him to be no_ better 
than a direét cheat and impoftor. And as I fuppol 
this hypothefis to be entirely new, fo do I venture !0 
affirm, and that upon no finall acquaintance with me 
writings of Jofephus, that the hypothefis is entre", 
falfe, arid entirely contrary to the whole.drift.an 
tenor of Jofephus in all his works. 


Jofephus begins his Antiquities with this mot 
Qa 
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crue and ufeful obfervation, that Mofes did nor act 
as did the heathen fages ; he did not found a go- 
vernment on human contrivance, to be guided by 
litical maxims, but laid his foundation on the 
belief of the being, attributes, and providence of 
the one true God, the Creator and governor of the 
whole world, and in the fear of that God being 
deeply imprefled on the minds of the Ifraelites, 
through a perfuafion that he gave them the laws by 
which they were to be governed, and that in conte- 
quence, thole, and only thofe would be miferable 
who broke them, and were under his dilpleature. 


Our hiftorian always appears to give firm credit 
to the molt dificule parts of the facred books, and 
affures you every Jew was brought up in that pro- 
found veneration for them, and that they were al- 
ways ready to yield up their lives rather than con- 
tradi@t chem. He {till gives his aflent to the fall of 
Adam, to the tranflations of Enoch and Elijah, to 
thedelugeof Noah, tothelong lives ofthe patriarchs, 


to the burning of Sodom, &c. as thoie accounts . 


ftand in the facred writings ; as alfo to the feripture 
prephecies, when, they frequently occur, with the 
oblervation of their conftant Competitions all along 
atterwards, even down to his owntime. He pleads 
the accuracy of the prophet Daniel’s predictions, 
as compared with their completions, and wonders 
how the Epicureans can bear up againtl fuch evi- 
dence for a Divine Providence. He thinks Motes 
fo tully infpired, chat he takes the account in Deu- 
teronomy of his death, and unknown place of his 
burial, not to have been added by others afterwards, 
asexpofitors fince have done, but written by himfelf 
prophetically before-hand. He frequently declares 
his bélicf in good and bad angels, or demons, and 
their concern with mankind.; as alfo in divine and 
prophetic dreams, fornetimes afforded eminent per- 
ions; and profeffes to have had fuch dreams or di- 
vine communications himfelf ; of which we have 
produced a remarkable example about Vefpafian’s 
fucceflion to the Roman empire, before any in Ju- 
drea knew the death of Nero himfelf, much lefs of 
the fucceffions and deaths of Galba, Otho, and Vi- 
tellius, who came between them; the truth of 
which is alfo fully attefted by Suetonius and Dio, the 
heathen hiftorians. He has given us a large and va- 
luable collection of the moft ancient and authentic 
heathen teftimonies, ftrongly confirming the truth 
and divinity of the facred books of the Old Telta- 
ment, which he was enabled to do by the vaft num- 
ber of ancient Pagan-writéers' which he perufed and 
quoted. He had, indeed, contrary to the body of. 
his own nation, moft liberal notions as to freedom of 
enquiry among all fedts’ whatfoever ; was‘ utterly 
averle to all tyranny, perfecution, and oppreffion. 
of mankind’; and was for giving all fober men of 
every party liberty to think freely, and {peak freely, 
for themlelves, as they thought proper, without tak~- 
ing offence at one-another. Yet do his fentiments 
always go along with the facred books and the fa- 
cred hiftory. Nay, what is moft of all remarkable, 
this was all faid and done by- Jofephus_under the 
moft unpromifing circumftances of himfelf and his 
nation poffible; or, when Jerufalem, with its tem- 
ple, and temple worfhip, were utterly deftroyed, and 
when he-himfelf was become a.captive at Rome, un- 
der idolaters. At this very time he firmly retained 
his faith in God, in Mofes, and,in-the prophets; and 
even then faid plainly, that Daniel, the Jewifh pro- 
phet, had long ago foretold that deftruétion of Jeru- 
lalem, b the Romans, which he faw ; as did Jefus of 

azareth interpret thar prophet alfo; Matt. xxiv. 
15. Mark xiii, 14. Nay, he farther: intimated to 
obferving ‘readers, that thé Meffiah’ of the Jews, 
(or Jefus of Nazareth,) the ftone cut out of the. 
mountain in the fame prophet, would, in time, break 
that Roman monarchy:in pieces, and fet upa better 

ingdom, which fhould endure for ever. 



















If any are flill offended with Jofephus’s frequent 
permiffion of his heathen readers to determine as 
they fhould think proper concerning many of thote 
miracles which he relates from ghe Jewifh Scrip- 
tures; as if he himfelf therefore doubted of their 
truth and reality, which has been, and may be, a 
common objection againit him, I mutt beg Nberty 
toadduce, inhis vindication, the very oppolite words 
of the faithful, accurate, and judicious Reland, who 
has_the following note upon one of Jolephus’s re- 
markable expreffions of this nature, J mean that 
concerning the miraculous paflage of the Hraclites 
over the Red Sea. The expreffion is, ‘* Let every 
one judge and determine as he pleafes;” and this is 
ihe note: 


** Jofephus (fays Reland) does not, by this way of 
* fpeaking, fignify that he doubted whether what 
“was faid of the paflage of the Hraelites through 
** the Red Sea were true or not, but he only uies 
“* chefe words in writing to Gentiles, rhat if this 
*© appeared incredible to them, they might enjoy 
* their own liberty of belief, and not be thereby 
“< decerred from reading farther what he was to de- 
* liver; for that he himlelf did not doubt of this 
“is fuficiently apparent from the manner of his 
** narration, and from his own teftimony, that he 
*© took it out of the facred volumes. He ules the 
“© fame expreffion after he had faid, that it was 
“ falfely believed thac Motes and the IMraelites were 
** expelled Egypt for leproly. It is therefore to be 
“inferred; that he intended to fuggett this alfo was 
“ uncertain ? This is no other than the very calum- 
*© ny which Jolephus himfelf confutes and expotes 
“in his firft book againf{t Apion. Fle thus fpeaks, 
“when he relates the aicent of Motes co Mount 
© Sinai; and with the fame conclufion ends his third 
“book of Antiquities, where he treats of the di- 
“ vinicy of the laws of Moles. Ee allo ufes the 
** fame words where he relates the age of Noah 
“ which he did in the firft book, and produces ex- 
‘Samples *from prophane hiftory, that the thing 
‘© may appear more probable to the Gentiles. In 
“© fine, he ufes this expreffion on divers other oc- 
‘© cafions. 


“ Buc while he is fo frequently wont. to intro- 
*© ducethis phrafe, or modeot fpeaking, in his books, 


.“of Antiguities, I do not remember that I have 
* once met with them in, his books of the Jewifh 


'“ Wars. I apprehend the caufe of his fo trequently 


“introducing the expreffions alluded to in the 
“© books of Antiquities, to be, that he’wrote thofe, 
*‘ books for the ufe of the Gentiles; while the 
*¢ others were for certain written for the ufé of'thole 
‘© of his own nation that dwelt beyond Euphrates, 
“¢T might confirm this interpretation from other 
*¢ writers, but J think I have already rendered the 
““ matter plain beyond a doubt.” Thus far the 
learned and candid Reland. 


The obfervations of this profeffor, where he in-, 
timates that Jofephus never ufed the expreffion,' 
‘© Let every one judge and determine as he pleafes,*? 
concerning the miracles of the Old Teftament, in 
his feven books of the Wars of the Jews, is certainly 


‘true; for having read thofe books over feveral times 


with care and attention, the fame obfervation has 


occurred to me. 


As to any pretence of forgery, which it has been 


fuppofed fome Catholic Chriftian might here have 


: been guilty of ‘with regard to the teftimon 


of Jo- 


‘ fephus concerning Chrift, and that as early as the 


days of Eufebius, if not of Eufebius himfelf, I 
muft aver it is the effect of the groffeft ignorance 
and partiality. 
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‘this teftimony, in all the paft ages of Chriftianity, 


OBSERVATIONS, ic: 


« Antonia, while they had it written in their own 
oracles, that their city, and the facred houfe 
fhould be taken, when the temple fhould be. 
come four fquare. But what chiefly excited them 
to the war, was an ambiguous oracle, that acer- 
tain perfon would arife about that time out of 
their country, who fhould have dominion over 
& the world. This they took to refer to themfelves, 
and many of their wife men were deceived by that 
determination ; while the oracle defigned the do- 
minion of Velpafian, who was proclaimed em- 
“ peror when he was in Judza.” 


The other paflage is in Jofephus’s own fpeech 
to Vefpafian, in the third book of the fame hittory, 
“You have now in hand Jofephus a prifoner, and 
ee you prefent view perhaps extends no farther; but 
“T come to you as a meffenger of greater things, 
¢¢ Fad it not been for this commiffion, I could not 
*¢ have been here at prefent, contrary to the duty of 
“a Jewith general, alive in the hands of an enemy. 
¢ Wherefore am I to be fent to Nero, when Velpa- 
“Gan himfelf is fo near the empire, that I can 
“ hardly diftinguifh betwixt V efpafian and the em- 
& peror, or Caefar? Beiides, his fon Titus is to 
“ Come after him. Keep me clofe as you pleate, 
“© provided I may be Vefpafian’s prifoner, who is 
“ not only my matter, but in effect Lord of the Uni- 
& verfe, ‘This is what I have in charge to deliver; 
“ and whenever I fhall be found to we the Divine 
“¢ authority to countenance a fraud, make an ex- 
“* ample of me.” 


Now in all this we have not one word of thofe 
redi€tions relating to the MefMfiah, which Jofephus, 
in his famous teftimony concerning Chrift, declares 
to be very numerous; but of one only concerning 
the taking of Jerufalem, and the holy houfe, when 
the temple fhould become four {quare; and one 
' only which foretold, that about that time a very 
reat potentate fhould arife out of Judaza. This 
aft prediction the other wife men then interpreted as 
one of Jewihh extraction; but Jofephus of Vefpa- 
|} Gian, who was firft proclaimed emperor when he 
: was in Judzea, without the leait intimation that he 
thought him to be the Mefliah of the Jews. All 
the Jews, with one confent, ever ex ected that their 
Meffiah was not only to arife in Judaa, and chat of 
ce parents in general, but to be of the feed ot 
: David, and of the town of Bethlehem, where David 
was to be a great prophet like Mofes, and to come 
peculiarly for the falvation, and not the deftruction 
_ of Ifrael, with many other characters entirely in- 
_confiftent with Vefpafian. Lo what particular ora- 
cles or predi€tions Jotephus referred is hard to de- 
termine, fince he does not name them. I.Juppole, 
with Reland, that the firit of them might be Dan. 1%. 
26, 27, as then read and interpreted by the Jewss 
as alfo that the fecond was no other than the famous 
prophecy of Balaam, that a {tar fhould arile out 
of Jacob, and afceptreout of Ifrael, &c. Num. xxv: 
17, 18, 19; Jofephus ever looking on Balaam as 4 
trué prophet. 


It will alfo be neceffary here to vindicate the fame 
poe fromanother imputation, which hath been 
aid upon him, viz. that when, in.his fecond boox 
againft Apion, he makes a comparifon, between 
Miofes, the Jewifh legiflator, and Minos,,. with other 
old heathen legiflators, he infinuates, “ that thoug 
Mofes artfully pretended to a Divine revelation for 
the laws he gave the Ifraclites, as did che ,others 38 
to their own laws, yet that this was only in the 
way of a pious fraud, and that he did not himielt 
believe that.any fuch Divine revelation was mace: 
to him.” . ; 


This is I fuppofe a new hypothefis, that our Jo- 
fephus, after all his zeal for Mofes, and for the Mo- 
faic laws, fhould {till believe him to be no_ better 
than a direét cheat and impoftor. And as I fuppow 
this hypothefis to be entirely new, fo do I venture’? 
affirm, and that upon no finall acquaintance with che 
writings of ies that the hypothefis 1s entire’; 
falfe, and entirely contrary to the whole. drift 29 


tenor of Jofephus in all his works. 
Jofephus begins his Antiquities with this of 
>, : & 
2 


Albertus Stadenfis, inthe thirteenth century, which, - 
though not tranfcribed, are to be efteemed real con- - 
firmations of all the former allegations. This, as . 
we have abundantly proved, has been the cafe of 
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and in all the feveral countries of Europe, during 
the firft fifteen centuries of the church. 


There is alfo another argument in favour of the 
authenticity of this teftimony, belonging to all the 
pait ages, which is ufually overlooked by learned 
Chrittians, though I think it no ‘inconfiderable one, 
and that is the contempt all the unbelieving Jews 
have ever fhewn for Jofephus, the beft hiftorian, 
beyond difpute, which their nation ever produced 
after the facred ones. What can be the reafon of 
this contempt of the genuine Greek Joifephus? 
‘W hat the foundation of the fallacious pretence that 
the Hebrew: Jofephus was not the genuine Jofephus, 
unlefs it were che teftimonies now under confide- 
ration, and efpecially that concerning Jefus Chrift, 
which bears fo hard upon the unbe ieving Jewifh 
nation, as could not be endured by them? This muft 
appear to the impartial world the principal caufe of 
their rejecting this excellent author; nor can I de- 
vife any other probable caufe for this rejection; 
which, if admitted as the true reafon, the authenti- 
city of thefe teftimonies, and efpecially of that 
concerning Jefus Chrift, will of courfe alfo be ad- 
mitted to be wholly undeniable. 


Nor are we entirely deftitute of evidence, that, 
when this teftimony had been inferted in a manu- 
{cript of Jofephus in Hebrew, whether it. were in 
an Hebrew verfion of his Antiquities, or in a later 
Hebrew epitome, fome Jews caufed it to be erafed 
out of it. For fee Itigius’s Prolegomena, and Dr. 
Cave’s Hiftoria Literaria, Vol. ll. under the par- 
ticular of Jofephus. Thus far concerning, the firft 
fifreen centuries before printing began. 


Since printing began, we. find this teftimony, I 
think, in every edition, and in every verfion of Jo- 
fephus, in all languages. Nay, fince Gifanius and 
Ofiander ftarted that queftion in the 16th century, 
and Tanquil, Faber firft wrote againft it in the 17th 
century, all the remainin manuicripts of Jofephus, 
FKufebius, &c. &c. have been carefully looked into 
and examined, and every one of them have been 
found to contain this teftimony, and almoft every 
one to contain it in its proper place, under the go- 
vernment of ‘Pilate, and that without any confide- 
rable variations. Nor do we difcover that any an- 
cient author, from the days of Jofephus to thote of 
Gifanius, pretended that he knew of any copies in 
any language without it, nor give us the leait rea- 
fon to-fuppofe they fufpected 1t, or efteemed it as 
any otherwife than an authority truly certain and 
undeniable. ‘Tio this muft be added the high pro- 
bability- there is, from the undifputed teftimonies 
about John the Baptift and James the Juft, that Jo- 
fephus muft have given us foine fuch teftimony con~ 
cerning Chrift, and the very great probability there 
is that Jofephus’s own private opinion was that of 
the Nazarene, or Ebionite Jewifh Chriftian, with 
which, character it very well agrees in every circum- 
ftance. Since, therefore, this is no other than the 
true ftate of the cafe, I think every upright judge, 
that confiders it, muft declare, that this teftimony is 
not only evidently and undeniably genuine, but, 
upon the whole, as fully fo as any phere claufes or 


feétions in the works of Jofephus new extant. 


Ir will alfo here be but reafonable to vindicate Jo- 
fephus in a point wherein fome late writers have 
dealt very hardly with him, I mean when they ac- 
cufe him as flattering Vefpafian with being the true 
Meffiah of the Jews. We Shall take the two pat- 
fages upon which theaccufation is builtin Jofephus’s’ 
own words, The former is in the 6th book of his 
Pittory of the Jewifh Wars, and runs thus: “ If 
<¢ thefe things are duly confidered, it will be found 
* that God exercifes a providence over mankind, 
“Sand by many, means difcovers to them before- - 
© hand what is for their prefervation, but that they - 
“¢ perifh by their own folly, and their misfortunes 
“are voluntary. For the Jews made the temple 
‘* four fquare, by the demolition of the Tower of 


OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


crue and ufeful obfervation, that Mofes did not act 
as did the heathen fages ; he did not found a go- 
vernment on human contrivance, to be guided by 
olitical maxims, but laid his foundation on the 
belief of the being, attributes, and providence of 
the one true God, the Creator and governor of the 
whole world, and in the fear of that God being 
deeply imprefled_on the minds of the Ifraelites, 
through a perfuafion that he gave them the laws by 
which they were to be governed, and that in conte- 
quence, thofe, and only thofe would be miferable 
who broke them, and were under his difpleafure. 


Our hiftorian always appears to give firm credit 
to the molt difficule parts of the facred books, and 
aflures you every Jew was brought up in that pro- 
found veneration for them, and that they were al- 
ways ready to yield up their lives rather than con- 
tradiét chem. He ftill gives his aflenc to the fall of 
Adan, to the tranflations of Enoch and Elijah, to 
thedeluge of Noah, tothelong lives of the patriarchs, 


to the burning of Sodom, &c. as thole accounts . 


ftand in the facred writings ; as allo to the icripture 
prephecies, when they frequently occur, with the 
oblervation of their conftant Competitions all along 
arterwards, even down to his own time. He pleads 
the accuracy of the prophet Danicel’s predictions, 
as compared with their completions, and wonders 
how the Epicureans can bear up againit fuch evi- 
dence for a Divine Providence. He thinks Mofes 
fo fully infpired, that he takes the account in Deu- 
teronomy of his death, and unknown place of his 
burial, not to have been added by others afterwards, 
as expoficors fince have done, but written by himfelf 
prophetically before-hand. He frequently declares 
his behet in good and bad angels, or demons, and 
their concern with mankind; as alfo in divine and 
prophetic dreams, fometimes afforded eminent per- 
ions; and profeiies to have had fuch dreams or di- 
vine communications himfelf; of which we have 
produced a remarkable example about Vefpafian’s 
fucceffion to the Roman empire, before an in Eu 
da knew the death of Nero himfelf, much lefs of 
the fucceffions and deaths of Galba, Otho, and Vi- 
tellius, who came between them; the truth of 
which is alfo fully attefted by Suetonius and Dio, the 
heathen hiftorians. He has given usa large and va- 
luable collection of the moft ancient and authentic 
heathen teftimonies, ftrongly confirming the truth 
and divinity of the facred books of the Old _Tetita- 
ment, which he was enabled to do by the vaft num-. 
ber of ancient Pagan-writers' which he perufed and. 
quoted. He had, indéed, contrary to the body of 
his own nation, moft liberal notions as to freedom of 
enquiry among all fects‘ whatfoever ; was‘ utterly 
averfe to all tyranny, perfecution, and oppreffion. 
of mankind’; and ‘was for giving all fober mien of 
every party liberty to think freely, and {peak freely, 
for themfelves, as they thought proper, without tak- 
ing offence at one another. ‘Yet do his fentiments 
always go along with the facred books and the fa- 
cred hiftory. Nay, what is moft of all remarkable, 
this was all faid and done by- Jofephus_ under the 
moft unpromifing circumftances of himfelf and his 
nation poffible; or, when Jerufalem, with its tem- 
ple, and temple worfhip, were utterly deftroyed, and 
when he-himfelf was become a,captive at Rome, un- 
der idolarers. At this very time he.firmly retained 
his faith in God, in Mofes,-and,in the prophets; and 
€ven then faid plainly, that Daniel, the Jewith pro- 
phet, had long ago foretold that deftruétion of Jeru- 
falem, oY the Romans, which he faw ; as did Jelus of 
Nazareth interpret that prophet alfo; Matt. xxiv. 
15. Mark xiii, 14. Nay, he farther: intimated to 
obferving ‘readers, that’ thé ‘Meffiah’ of the Jews, 
(or Jefus of Nazareth,) the ftone cut out of the. 
mountain in the fame prophet, would, in time, break 
ie Roman monarchy:in pieces, and fet up a better 
ingdom, which fhould endure for ever. 










. of Antiquities, . : / 
-* once met with them in, his books of che Jewifh 


If any are ftill offended with Jofephus’s frequent 
permiffion of his heathen readers to determine as 
they fhould think proper concerning many of chote 
miracles which he relates from ghe Jewifh Scerip- 
tures; as if he himfelf therefore doubted of cheir 
truth and reality, which has been, and may be, a 
common objection againit him, [| mult beg liberty 
toadduce, in his vindication, the very oppofite words 
of the faithful, accurate, and judicious Reland, who 
has_the following note upon one of Jolephus’s re- 
markable expreffions of this nature, I mean that 
concerning the miraculous paffage of the Hraclites 
over the Red Sea. The expreflion is, ‘S Let every 
one judge and determine as he pleafes;”? and this is 
ihe note: 


** Jofephus (fays Reland) does not, by this way of 
** fpeaking, fignify that he doubted whether what 
** was laid of the paflage of the Ifraelites through 
“the Red Sea were true or not, but he only ufes 
“ thefe words in writing to Gentiles, that if this 
“© appeared incredible to them, they might enjoy 
“© their own liberty of belief, and not be thereby 
** dererred from reading farther what he was to de- 
“ liver; for that he himfelf did not doubt of this 
“Fs fufliciently apparent from the manner of his 
°° narration, and from his own teftimony, that he 
** took it out of the facred volumes. He ules the 
“‘ fame expreffion after he had faid, that it was 
* falfely believed that Mofes and the Ifraelites were 
*¢ expelled Egypt for leproty. It is therefore to be 
“interred; that he intended to fugegelt this alfo was 
* uncertain ? This is noother than the very calum- 
“ny which Jofephus himfelf confutes and expotes 
“in his firft book againft Apion. He thus fpcaks, 
** when he relates the aficent of Moles co Mount 
“ Sinai; and with the fame conclufion ends his third 
“book of Antiquities, where he treats of the di- 
* vinicy of the laws of Mofes. He alfo ufes the 
“fame words where he relates the age of Noah 
*¢ which he did in the firft book, and produces cx- 
“Samples*from prophane hiftory, that the thing 
** may appear more probable to the Gentiles. In 
‘© fine, he ules this expreffion on divers other oc- 


*© cafions. 


“ But while he is fo frequently..wont to intro- 
© ducethis phrafe, ormodeot fpeaking, in his books, 
I, do, not remember that I have 


‘¢ Wars.. I apprehend the caufe of his fo frequently 


: © introducing the expreflions alluded to in the 


“© books of Antiquities, to bé, that he’ wrote thofe, 
“books for the ufe of the. Gentiles; while che 
“¢ others were for certain written for the ufe of thote 
*€ of his own nation that dwelt beyond Euphratés,; 


.* 7 might confirm this interpretation from other 


** writers, but J think I have already rendered the 
‘¢ matter plain beyond a doubt.” Thus far the 
learned and candid Reland. 


The obfervations of this profeffor, where he in-, 
timates that Jofephus never ufed the expreffion,' 
“© Let every one judge and derermine as he pleafes,”” 
concerning the miracles of the Old Teftamentr, in 
his feven books of the Wars of the Jews, is certainly 


‘true; for having read thofe books over feveral times 


with care and attention, the fame obfervation has 
occurred to me. 


As to any pretence of forgery, which it has been 
fuppofed fome Catholic Chriftian might here have 


‘been guilty of with regard to the ac oer of Jo- 
y 


fephus concerning Chrift, and that as early as the 
days of Eufebius, if_not of Eufebius himfelf, I 


. muft aver it is the effect of the groffeft ignorance 


and partiality. 


REMARKS 


REMARKS 


ON THE 


ACCOUNTS 


OF 


TACITUS and SUETONIUS, 


CONCERNING 


Divers Particulars relative to the Jewisn NATION. 


HIOEVER has read, or may be difpofed 
to read, the annals of Tacitus,’ the beit 
writer of hisage, muft obferve the great 
regard he had to the hiftory of Jofephus, 

while, though he never names him, as he very rarely 

oes any of thofe Roman authors whence he derives 
other parts of his hiftory, ic yet does appear that he 
refers to the different books of the Jewifh Wars, 
very frequently in the courfe of a few pages, and 
almoft always depends on his accounts of the affairs 
of the Romansand Parthians, as well as of the Jews, 
during rhe fpace of upwards of 200 years, to which 
thofe books extend. 


Speaking of che origin of the Jews, (liber 5. cap. 
2.) he writes, “ There are thole who report that 
“they were Affyrians, who, wanting land, got to- 
a gether, and obtained part of Egypt, and foon af- 
“cor fercled themf{elves in cities of their own in the 
“Jands of the febrews, and the parts of Syria 
“chat lay nearer to them.” This account comes 
nearell che truch of all his others, and is moft pro- 
pe io from Jofephus, though difguiled by 
himfelf. 


Again, (Cap. 3.) 


*° Many authors agree, that, when once an infec- 
“tious diftemper was arifen in, egypt, and made 
“mens bodies impure, Bacchoris, their king, went 
to the oracle of Jupiter, (Ammon,) and begged 
‘he would grane him fome rehef againtk chis evil, 
“and chat he was enjoined to purge his nation of 


ann 


ee 


* countries, ag hateful ro the gods.” 


"This Mory allo Tacitus might have out of Jofe- 
phus, who ac Lirge contutes the like flory, as pub- 
lithed by Lyfimachus and Mancthon, in his itt book 
againdL Apion, very particularly oblerving, that the 
gods are hot angry at bodily imperfedlions, but at 
wicked praclices. 


Se 


) 
they have no images in their 
is an their temples: they never 


Again, (Cap. 
& According! 
“© cittess Much 


te 


them, and to banith this kind of men into other. 


“ grant this piece of flattery to kings, or this kind 
“ of honour toemperors.”” Thefe conceffions were 
to be learned from Jofephus, and almoft only from 
him. Out of whom, therefore, I conclude, Tacitus 
took the fineft part of his character of the Jews. 


Again, (Cap. 6.) 


“ The limits of Judaea eafterly are bounded by 
“ Arabia, Egypt lies on the fouth. On the welt are 
*¢ Phoenicia and the great fea. They have ap. 
“* fpect of Syria on their north quarter, or at fome 
‘* diftance from them.” See the chronography of 
Jofephus, in the 3d book of the Wars, whence moft 
probably Tacitus framed thisabridgment, It comes 
in both auchors naturally before Vefpafian’s firt 
campaign, 


Again, (Cap. 7.) 


“© Not far from this lake are thofe plains, which 
“© are related to have been, of old, tertile, and to 
“have had many cities full of people.” “This is 
exactly according to Jofephuas, and mut have been 
taken trom him in the place forecited, and that par- 
ticularly becaufe it is peculiar to him, fo far a 
I know, in all antiquity. The reft thought the cities 
were in the very fame place where now the lake ts, 
but Jofephus and Tacitus fay they were in is 
neighbourhood only, 


(Cap. 8.) 


“¢ Tu chat city (Jerufalem) there was a comple of 
* immenfe wealth: in che firft parts thar were fortl- 
“© fed is the city itlelf, next ic the royal palace. ‘Phe 
“ cemple is encloled in its mott inward accelles. 
“ A Jew can come no farther than the gates; $ 
‘ but the priellhood are excluded from. the 
¢ chrefhold.”” All this is in Jofephus. See his three 
detcriptions of the temple of Jerufalem, AnUd 
books 8th and asth, 


(Cap. ro.) 


Upon hisdeath, (Ceflius Gallus,) whetherit came 
by fate, or thar he was weary of life, is ce 
2 cars 


‘” 


REMARKS on rux ACCOUNTS or TACITUS, &c. 


tain, &c._ Jofephus fays nothing of the death of 
Ceftius: fo Tacitus feems to have known nothing 
in particular about it. 


<¢ When Vefpafian was a very young man, it was 
¢ promifed him chat he fhould arrive at the higheft 
“pitch of fame. But what firft of all feemed to 
“ confirm the omen, was his triumphs and conful- 
« fhips, and the glory of his victory over the Jews. 
se When he had once obtained thefe, he believed 
‘ir was portended that he fhould come to the 
“empire.” Jolfephus takes notice, in general, of 
thefe omens of Vefpafiah’s advancement to the 
empire, and diftin@ly adds his own remarkable pre- 
di€tion of ic alfo. Book of the Wars, 3d and ath. 


(Book 5. Chap. 1.) 


«At the beginning of the fame year Titus 
“ Crefar was pitched upon by his father to finifh 
“ the conqueft of Judea; and while he and his fa- 
“‘ ther were private perfons, Titus was celebrated 
*¢ for his martial conduct, and ated now with greater 
© vigour and hopes of reputation; the kind incli- 
“© nations both of the provinces and the armies ftriv- 
“ing one with another who fhould moft encourage 
“him”? The character of Titus, in this fection, 
agrees exactly with che hiftory of Jofephus upon all 
occafions; as doa variety of paflages in the Roman 
with the Jewifh hiftorian, 


Since Suetonius has feveral paffages in common 
with Jofephus and Tacitus, lived at the city of 
Rome with them, was about twelve or thirteen years 
younger than Tacitus, and, by confequence, little 
more than thirty years younger than Jofephus, it 
may be worth’ our while to examine whether he 
Zives us any indications that he had read the works 
of Jofephus or Tacitus. Now we may take notice 
that Suetonius never names Tacitus at all; but that 
he names Jofephus once, as having foretold Vef- 
pafian’s coming to the empire, and touches both 
upon the Jews and Chriftians. He informs us 
that “© The Jews raifed a tumult at Rome, under 
** Chreftus, in the days of Claudius, and were thence 
* banifhed by him.’? He fays farther, that ‘* Nero 
“ inflicted punifhments on the Chriftians, as a fuper- 
“ititious and pernicious feét of men then lately 
“ arifen.” He fays moreover, that ‘* Jofephus, one 
“ of che captive nobility amongft the Jews, did af- 
“ firm moftconftantly, when he was put into bonds, 
“that he fhould be loofed by Vefpafian, but not 
“till he was emperor.” Healfo fully attefts to the 
antiquity and uninterrupted duration of that opi- 
nion, that ‘* fome one who fhould arife out of Judxa 
“Sat this time fhould obtain the empire over the 
* world ;” and fuppofes, with both Jofephus and 
Tacitus, that ** fuch prediction was fulfilled in a 
‘© Roman emperor,” (Velpafian.) From all thefe 
paflages it is natural to fuppofe that Suetonius had 
feen ‘Tacitus at leaft, if not Jofephus himfelf, when 
he wrote his twelve Caefars. Yet, becaufe he fup- 
pofes Chreftus to be alive, and at the head of a 
Jewith tumult at Rome in the days of Claudius, 
which, one would think, was impoffible in any one 
that had read either Jofephus or ‘Tacitus, who both 
atteft that he was put to death in Judaea under Ti- 
berias, and becaufe he fays not one word of that 
remarkable hiftory concerning the ftatuc of Caius, 
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which Petronius was commanded to fet up in, the 
temple at Jerufalem, which is fo expres in ‘TLacitus, 
and fo largely fet forth in Jofephus, and of which 
we have another account in the treacife called Phi- 
lo’s Legation to Caius, I rather chink he never read, 
or, act leatt, did not think fit to follow, either of 
thefe authors. 


Nor does the reafon appear to me why Suetonius 
fhould, in one place, write the name of our Saviour 
Chreft, with the other ancients in the weit, and yet 
write the name of his followers, with Jolephus and 
Tacitus, with the other Jews, and the heathens in 
the eaft, Chriftians: 


As for that judicious hiftorian Dio Caffius, tho” 
he lived at Rome, and had many teftimonies of Jo- 
fephus, yet did he not write till the reign of Alex- 
ander Severus, and gives fo few indications that 
he had ever read Jofephus, that I have no occafion 
to treat here particularly about him. 


With refpeét to Strabo, that excellent geographer 
and hiftorian, he lived about half a century earlier 
than Jofephus, and is feveral times cited by him, and 
therefore could not himtelf fee the writings of Jo-. 
fephus. It may be worth our notice here, that Stra- 
bo’s geography, which has errors concerning Judea, 
and is {till extant, is but once cited by Jofephus; but 
that his hiftories, which are ten times cited, are loft, 
and fo cannot be compared wich the quotations. 
When Trogus Pompeius, who was epitomized by 
Jultin, lived is not exaétly known, bur, moist pro- 
bably, -a confiderable time before Jofephus; fo thar 
he could not cite himeither. However, it appears 
muanifeftly, that when Jofephus wrote his Antiqui- 
ties, his own life, and his books again{ft Apion, he 
underftood the geography and hiftory of his own 
country much better than either Strabo, Tacitus, 
Suetonius, Dio Caffius, or any other foreign writers 
whatever. 


Some of our later and leffer critics, who have pre- 
ferred the Greek and Roman prophane hiftortans 
and writerstothe Jewifh, and particularly to Jote- 
phus, fhould have learned more candour and mo- 
defty from their great father Joleph Scaliger, when, 
after all his enquiries, he folemnly pronounced that 
“© Jofephus was the moft diligent and greateft lover 
“© of truth of all writers;”? and is not afraid to af- 
firm, that “‘it is more fafe to believe him, not only 
*© as to the affairs of the Jews, but alfo as to thofe 
“ that are foreign to them, than all the Greek and 
“© Latin writers, and that becaufe his fidelity and 
‘© compafs of learning are every wherecon{picuous.” 
To this affertion of Scaliger we are obliged to affenr, 
as the proper refult of our obfervations. 


To conclude, let the guilty Jews, fince the days 
of Jofephus, and the guilty heretics that followed 
Simon Magus, bear their own burthen of forgery, 
corruption, and interpolation, ofantienthiftories and. 
antientrecords ; for they too plainly and undeniably 
deferve it. But let not Jofephus, or the innocent 
Chriftians, before antichriftianifm and popery, bear 
any fuch burthen ; for fo far as we can judge, and 
we fpeak it upon full examination, they have the 
leaft reafon to bear it of any part of mankind what- 
ever, from the beginning of the world to this day. 
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TABLES 


OF 


JEWISH MEASURES, &c. 











Meafure of Length. 
Cub. } Feet. ) Inchesd. oe 
ACubit —— a | eect 9 88 
ASpan — a 4 Cubit —|!—o 10 «944 
A Hand’s-breadth a 6th ——|—o 3 648 


A Finger’s-breadth a 24th 
A Fathom 
Ezckicl’s Reed 
Vhe Meafuring Line — 


——j— 0 o 912 
—4i—7 3 552 
— 6/~—10 it. 928 
—8o 145 at o4o 











Cub. |Miles.| Paces.| Feet. d. pts. 





A\ Sabbath-day’s Journey | 2000 | o 729 |3 
The Eaflern Mile ~ | 4yooo] 1 40g {1 
A Furlong, or Stadium 400 | o 145 \4 6 


A Day's Journcy —  |gGooo } 33 azz tq 


Note, 5 Feel make 1 Pare, and 1036 Paces make 1 Mile. 





Il. Meafures of Capacity. 


Parts of |Gall.]Pints.|Sol. In.d. pts. 


Liquid Meafire. 
: an Homer. 























The Homer, or Cor — 7315 7 6 
“The Bath roth{ 7 4 15 2 
The tin — Goth} 1 2 2 65 
The Log —— |~— 720th} of o 24 3 
The Firkin, or Metretes / 2 7 4 9 





Note, 29 Solid Iaches are equal to a Pint nearly. 


Dry Meafure. Parts of |Bufh| Pecks. Pints, d.pis. 


an Homer, 


















































The FTlomer — — 8 ° 1 6 
TVhe Lethech — — half} 4 ° o 8 
VYhe Ephah — —— toth] o 3 38 #4 
The Seah —— goth} o ‘ 2 1 
The Omer ——~— }— 100th} of o & 1 
Vhe Cab ——- —— |— 180th} o ° 2 9 
Ill, Fewifh Money. 
Shekels. se] ded. pts. 

A Shekel, Silver ——| of 2] 3 3 
The Bekah — |~ half op 1 2 7 
The Zuza —— [--- ath o of & 8 
The Gerah ——~. —— |---20th o of} 2 4 
Vhe Manch, or Mina - ~ 50 5} 13 | 10 
A Talent — 3oco] 341] 10 4 3 
A Shekel of Gold ——— - 1} 16 5 1 
A ‘Valent of Gold 5164] 5 8 6 
AGolden Daric,or Drachm J|—-——. 4j 1 J 10 3 

S dlfe ds pts. 
A Picece of Silver (or the Drachm) o} 7 {3 
‘Vribute Money (or Drachm) 2Drac.l af g {2 
A Viece of Silver (or the Stater) 4 2| 7 Jo 
A Pound (or the Mina) 100 G4) 7 fo 
A Penny (or the Denarius) |H————.| of 7 13 
A Farthing (or the Aflarium) gothDen.! of o {t 5 
A Farthing (or the Quadrans) oth al o lo 3 
A Mite ——~ — {8oth o} © jo of 


Note, The Silver is here valued at 5s. per Ounce, and the 
Gold at ql. per Ounce. 
3 


IV. Fewilh Weights. 





x Shekels. Lib, Oz. | Duts.| Gra. d. pitt. 
AShekel - |- o Oo} 9 2 6 
The Maneh Go 2 31 9 100 kg 
A Talent - gooo} = 113) 10] 4 1003 





V. The Fewifh Months compared with ours. 


1 Nifan, or March 7 Titti, or Sf September 
Abib - - April Ethanim | Odluder 
2 Jjar, or April 8 Marche fvan Ofober 
Zif- - May or Bul November 
~— ee 
: ‘: St Ma y : O16 Novemir 
Bo savant RI fune g Shaied 5 | | December 
Bead ¢ 
=} f Fune A) Of December 
4 Thamuz } 2 {ony 10 Thebet —— 8 ees 
LPS Fey t Pf Fanuary 
ia dluguft ta Sebath February 
7 sin f Auguft Z February 
6 Elul L September t* Adar March 





The Jews had Two Sorts of Years; the Civil, which began 
in September, and the Sacred, or Fcclefiaftic, which began 
in March. : 

Before the Captivity of Badylon they accounted the Months 
fueceflively by 1..2,3, &c. but on their return they named 
them rather after the manner of the Chaluces than Flebrews. 





VI. The Days of the Week, Hours of the Day, aid 























the Watches. 

aft Day of the Weck Sunday 
ed Day ——~ Monday 
gd Day ——— ———— Treflay 
4th Day ——— ——___. —__. Wednefday 
sth Day ——  Thurfday 
6th Day —— Friday 
gth Day, or Sabbath — Saturdays 





The Hours of the Day. 


The Day, reckoning from Sun-rife, and the Night, reckoning 
from Sun-fet, were cach divided into 12 equal Parts, calle 
the 1ft, ed, gd, qth, €8c. Hours. 

The Morning. 

From 6 to 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 12. 
The «lfternoon. 

From t2 to 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 


The Watches. 
The 1% Watch was from Sun-fet to the gd Hour of the 


Night. 

The ed, or Middle Watch, was from the ad Hour to the 6th. 

The gd Watch, or Cock-crowing. was from the 6th Hour @ 
the oth. 

The 4th, or Morning Watch, was from the gth Hour 
Sun-rife. ° 


AN 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


JUDGES, KINGS, GOVERNORS, &c. 


OF TILE 


JEWISH NATION. 





This’ Nation in their beginning was governed by The following were both Kings and Princes. 






the following Judges. Ariftobulus 3. Hircanus . 
( Tai ae Aiea eae Me of Aviftob. 
Moles . * Jair Alexander riftobulus 2. 
oe 7cpntis Arittobulus 2. Hircanus > 
Ochuie Abian 
fal . Aldon The Race of Werod 
Baruch avd Debora Elon : . 
pice bs nee Antipater Archelaus the Great 
sumele : e paneer. — 
Thola Samuel. Lerod the Great Agrippa, fox of Agrippa. 


The names of the Iligh Priefts, from the departure 
out of Egypt till the building of the Temple 


After them they bad thefe Kings. 
éy Solomon. 


Saul Amaiai 
David Czias Aaron Achitob 
Selomon Jonathan ih agar Achimelech 
Rehoboam Ahaz | i hineas Abiathar 
Abijam Hezekiah \olhua Sadoc 
a\fa Eliakim bulqui Achimaas 
Jchofhaphat Amon Oies Azarias, 
ehoram Jofias Helt 
Manaffes peas , : 
chozias oachim from the building o e Temple till the Captivi, 
Athalia Zedechias. "s ye Baby kates ey 
Joas - 


Joram Urijah 
Jofes ‘Nerjah 
Axioram : -Odeas 
Sudeas - Sellum 
Joathan ” Helcias. 


Tie Captivity of Babylon continued 70 years. The 
Governors after the Captivity were 


Zoroba agge _.. : - 
Rhefa es eee if: ; From the return out of Babylon 1i]2 the Macca-- 
John Ben Refa Nahum ; bees’ time. . 
Judas Hircanus’ ‘Amos. - 5 ‘ et 
Joteph Mattathias Saraiah Joiada 
Abner foleph Arfes Jofedech Jonathan 

Heli Jannes Llircanus Jofhua Jadus 

Mahath : Mattathias. Joachim Onias 

. Eliafib Simon 
; Eleazar Jafon 

The Maccabees who were both Princes and Priefts. Manafies Onias 

: Onias Lyfimachus 

udas Simon Simon Alcimus. 

Onathan John Hircanus. Onias 


Ligh 


Us 


NAMES or AUTHORS, &c. 
Kings of Perfia. 


High Pricfts from the Maccabees time till the final 
deftruétion of Jerufalem, 


Simon Boethus Jofeph 3. 

ofeph 1. Ananias 

ofeph 2. Ifmael 

oazar Jofeph 

“leazar Annas 
Jofhua the fon of Sias  Eleazar 
Joazar Simoi 
Ananus Jofeph Caiaphas 
Himael jonathan 
Theophilus Jofhua fox of Danneus 
Simon Jofhua fox of Gamaliel 
Mattathias Mattathias 
Elion Phineas or Panaas. 


Kings of Ufrael, otherwife called Kings of the ten 
Tribes, or of Samaria, 


Jeroboam 1. a 
Nadab Joath 
Baafha Jeroboam 2. 
Elah Zachariah 
Zimri Menahem 
Omri Pekahiah fox of Menahem 
Ahab Pekah fon of Rameliah 
Jehoram Hohea 

ehu 

Kings of Affyria and Babylon, 

Phulbelocus Nabuchodonofor 1. 
Phulafer NabuchodonoforsheGreat 
Salmanafer Evilmerodach 
Sennacherib Neriglofforar 
Eferhaddon Labofardach 


Berodach Benmerodach Baltaffar. 


Cyrus 

Cambyfes 

Smerdus Magus __, 
Darius fon of Hittafpis 
Xerxes fox of Darius 
Artabanus the Tyrant 


Xerxes 

Sogdianus 

Darius the Baftard 
Artaxerxes Mnemon 
Artaxerxes Ochus 
Arfames 


Artaxerxes with a long Datius fon of Arfames, 


hand 
Kings of Syria after the death of Alexander the 
: Great. 
Seleucus Nicanor Alexander Epiphanies 


Antiochus Soter 
Antiochus 

Seleucus Callinicus 
Seleucus Ceraunus 
Antiochus the Great 
Seleucus Philopater 
Antiochus Epiphanes 
Antiochus Eupater 
Demetrius Soter 


Demetrius Nicanor * 
Antiochus Sedetes 
Demetrius Nicaner 


’ Alexander Zebina 


Antiochus Gryphus 
Antiochus Cyzicenus 
Seleucus Gryphus 
Antiochus Pius, 


Sovereigns of Egypt after the death of Alexander 


the Great. 

Ptolemy Soter Euergetes Phifcon 
Philadelphus Lathyrus : 
Euergetes Alexander 
Philopater Auletes 
Epiphanes Cleopatra, 
Philometor 

Kings of the Tyrians, 
Abibalus Phelletes 
Hiram Ithoballus 
Bellaftartus Badezor 
Abdaftartus Merimus 
Aftartus Pigmalion. 
Aftarimus 





NAMES or AUTHORS MENTIONED BY JOSEPHUS. 


A D. 
Acufilaus Argivus Diagoras Melius 
Agatharchides | Diocles 
Alexander Polyhitt. Diodotus, or Tryphon. 
Anaxagoras Glazom. Dius - 
‘Antiochus Demetrius 
Apion Grammat. E 
Apollodorus . , 
Apollonius Molonis F. Ephorus 
Ariphanes E.uemerus 
Ariftoteles _ Eupolemus 
Berofus Chaldzus Bi. 

Cc. Hecatzeus 
Cadmus Milefius Hellanicus 
Callias -Hermippus 
Caftor Chronologus Hermogenes 
Chzremon Herodotus 
Cheerilus Hefiodus 
Clearchus Heftizeus 
Cleodemus, or Malchus Hieronymus Aégyptiu 
Conon Homer. . 


uftus 
fidorus 


Lyfimachus ; 
Livius 


Malchus 


JManethon Agyptius 


Megafthenes 
Menander Ephefius 
Menedemus 
Meffala 

Mnafeas 

Mochus 


Nicholaus of Damafcus 


Pherecydes Syrius 
iltus F 

Philo Hiftor, 

Philoftratus Hiftor. 


Newest 


Plato 
Polybius 
Fopcsetes 
Pofidonius 
Protagoras 
Pythagoras 


Sibylla 
Strabo 


‘Thales 
Theodectes 
Theodotus 
‘Theophilus 
Theophraftus 
Theopompus 
Thucidides 
Timzus 
‘Timagenes 
Tryphon, 


Zopyrion,. : 


CONTINUATION 





CONTINUATION 


OF THE 


HISTORY or tHe JEWS, 


FROM THE TIME OF 


FLAVIUS FOSEPHUS. 


INCLUDING A 


PERIOD OF UPWARDS OF ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS. 


CONTAINING AN 


Account of their Dispersion into the various Parts of Eurorg, Asia, 
Arrica, and AMERICA. 


WITH 


Their different PersecuTions, TRANSACTIONS, and PRESENT STATE throughout the 
KNOWN WORLD. 


_ rrr 


BOOK If. 
( 


CHAP. I. 
INTRODUCTION. 


HERE is not acircumftance, amongft the 
various events of revolving time, more 
worthy of admiration than the preferva- 
tion of the people of the Jews, in the 
midft of all the calamities they have undergone for 
the {pace of upwards of 1700 years. It has been 
remarked with propriety, that religions of every 
kind depend upon temporal profperity; that they 
triumph under the proteétion of a conquering 
prince, and languifh with decaying monarchies. 
The Chriftian church itfelf, fo renowned for its 
martyrs, has yet been confiderably injured by 
perfecutions; and the breaches that have been made 
y violence could not eafily be repaired. ‘How- 
ever, we have now before us a people, and a reli- 
gion, which, though perfecuted for 1700 years, fill 
fubfift, and are very numerous. Kings have fre- 
quently applied the feverity of ediéts and corporal 
unifhments to deftroy them. Seditious multitudes 
ave exceeded the rigour and cruelties of princes. 
Both princes and people, however divided in opi- 
nions, either political or religious, have concurred 
iu the defign of extirpating this people, but have 
not been able ro effect it, 
No. 46. 


The Jews have been driven from moft parts of 
the world, which has only ferved to produce a ge- 
neral difperfion. ‘They have, from age to age, un-. 
dergone mifery and perlecution ; but {till live, not- 
withitanding the difgrace and hatred that attend 
them in all places, whilft pout remains of many 
of the greateft monarchies but the name. 


Their diftreffes are peculiarly aggravated, from 
this circumftance, that, though, in former captivi- 
ties, the Almighty was pleafed to point out a time 
in which he would be reconciled, break the yoke im- 
pofed by tyrants, and reftore his people to their li- 
berty, no term is now fixed to the duration of 
their miferies ; and we have more certain affurance 
from the New Teftament of their being recalled, 
than they have in the writings of the prophets, 
whofe race is extinét: nor is one of them to be feen 
who promifes the end of a calamity which has al- 
ready continued fuch a number of ages: 


‘The Romans, when they made themfel ves mafters 
of Judza, left the inhabitants a public worfhip, 
and the exercife of their laws. The fynagogues, as 
thofe of Damafcus, without appeal, determined the 
affairs of religion even where the Chriftians were 
concerned. ‘The high-priéft had an eminent power. 
They had their judges even in Chaldea; but at 
prefent they have no fhadow of fupreme authority 
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remaining); neverthelefs they till fubfift as a people, 
and are numbered by millions. 


Thechaitifements the Almighty has infli€tedupon - 


chem are mott terrible, having involved the people, 
theirrelicion, and fand, in one common deftruction. 
{heir religious ceremonies cannot be duly obferved. 
AU thar porapous train of rites which raifed the re- 
nown of che Jewifh worthip, and ftruck the-heathen 
world with that veneration as to caufe them to 
fend prefents and victims to. Jerufalem, is abfo- 
Zutely loft, for chey have neither temples, altars, 
or facrifices. 


Nor has their religion only fuffered, but the pro- 


feflors were maflacred ; and fuch as efcaped therage: | 
of war, were fold for flaves in the public markets. It } 


feems, indeed, that the land itlelf was configned to 
perdition, as many nations have made themlelves 
matters of Jerulalem one after another. How many 
revolutions have happened to flates in fo long a fuc- 


ceffion of ages? And yet the Jews are the peculiar 


people to whom God ‘has denied the-poffeffion of 
this liccle {pot of ground, which is infinitely necef- 
fary to chem, fince they fhould worfhip upon this 
mountain, and they never have fince met with fo 
favourable a conjunétion as could give them the 
full enjoyment of it. It is alledged that na pro- 
fellor of Judaifm can at this day purchafe a piece of 
ground for a grave near Jecutatenn: 


‘The modern Jews are difperfed throughout every 
part of the known world. fhey abound in the eatt, 
and particularly in the great empire of China; and 
are thought to be the defcendants of the ten tribes 
which were carried away captive. They are fpread 
through mott nations of the eaft, and of Europe and 
Africa, and many families of them are eftablifhed 
in the Welt-Indies. ‘heir occupation is crade. 
They are fo difleminated, indeed, through all che 
trading parts of the world, that they are become 
the initruments by which the moft diftant nations 
converfe with one another, and by which mankind 
are knit together in a general correfpondence. The 
Jews are looked upon to be as numerous at prefent 
as they were formerly in the land of Canaan. This 
is wonderful, confidering the dreadful flaughter 
made of them under fome of the Roman emperors, 
which hiftoriansdefcribe by the deaths of many hun- 
dred choulands in wars and the innumerable maf- 
facres and perfecutions they have undergone jn ‘Y yr- 
key, as well as in all Chriftian nations of the world. 


The rabbins, in giving a defeription of the great 
havock which has been fometimes made of them, 
tell us, that there were fuch torrents of holy blood 
fhed, as to tinge the water in the ea for a confide- 
rable diftance. 


Nor is their firm adherence to their religion _lefs 
remarkable than their numbers and difperfion, 
‘Thele particulars may be accounted for, from na- 
ture and providential reafons. Their numbers may 
be actributed to their conftant employment, their 
exemption from wars, and, above all, their frequent 
marriages; for they look upon celibacy 2s an ac- 
curled thate, and are Penerally marricd betore twenty, 
as hoping, the Mefliah may defcend from chem. 
Theirdilperfion is naturally accounted for from their 
having been often driven out of their old habirations 
in the land of promile, and out of mofl other places 
where they have heen fetcled, 


Belides, the whole peopleis now arace of fuch mer- 
chants as are wanderers by profefion; and, at the 
fame time, are in mofl, if not all, places, incapable 
of enjoying either lands or offices thar might engage 
them to make any pare of the world thei home. 


Vheir firm adherence to their religion is no lefs 
naturally accounted for from its Zenius and conlti- 
tution, ‘They are to live all in a body, and fene-~ 
rally within che fame enclofure , to marry amoupg 
themlelves,; and to eat no meats that are not Killed 
and prepared their own way. “This excludes then 


from all table converfation, and the moft agreeable | 


intercourles of life, and, of conlequence, from the 
molt probable means of their converfion. 


If we confider_what providential reafons may be 
affigned for thefe three particulars, we fhall find 
that their numbers, difperfion, and adherence to 
their religion, have furnifhed every age, and every 
nation of the world, with the ftrongeit arguments 
for the Chriftian faith ; not only as thefe very parti. 
culars are foretold of them, but as they themlelvyes 
are the cepa of thefe and all the other pro- 
phecies which tend to their own confufion. Their 


. number furnifhes a fufficient cloud of witneffes that 


atteft the truths of the Old Teftament. Their dit. 
perfion fpreads thefe witneffés through all parts of 
the world. Their adherence to their religion makes 
their teftimony unqueftionable.-. Flad the whole 
body of the Jews been converted to Chriftianity, 
we f{hould certainly have thought all the prophecies 
of the Old Teftament, that relate to the coming and 
hiftory of Our Bleffed Saviour, . forged, and have 
looked upon them no lefs fallacious than the pro. 
phecies of the fibyls. 


As to the aelieson of the modern Jews, it is ob- 
fervable, that all their cuftoms are not of equal au. 
thority, nor obferved by all after the fame manner, 
The firft comprehends the written law, that is, thole 
brecepts which are contained in the five books of 
Mofes. The second order relates to the oral law; 
or that delivered by word of mouth. Vhis contains 
the comments and expofitions of the Rabbins on 
the Pentateuch, that is, commandments of the doc- 
tors: they are collected into a large volume, called 
the Talmud. The third order comprehends the 
minhagim, or cuftoms, which ule has authorized 
in different times and places. Of thele three orders 
of precepts the two frft only are generally received 
by allthe Jews: the third kind of precepts differs in 
differenc countries, according as the Jews have fallen 
into the manners and cuftoms of the places where 
they refide, : 


It is an obfervation of a French author, that the 
religion of the Jews, fince the preaching of Chrif- 
tianity, is, properly {peaking, neither a true ora 
falfe religion. | It cannot be a falfe religion, becaufe 
it has God for its author; neither is it now a trucre- 
ligion, becaufe God himfelf abolifhed ic by the 
bringing in of the.gofpel. Befides, they being with- 
out atemple, facrifices, and other circumitances of 
religious worfhip, which they enjoyed in the Holy 
Land, the religion of the Jews cannot be coniidered 
as fubfifling any longer. 


The Jews came into England in the reign of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, and fettled in divers parts, 
but their principal refidence was in London, where 
they had their grand fynagogue. ‘To fecure them in 
their interelts and property, the king gave thema 
civil faperintendanc, called, at that time, “ the Jule 
tice of the Jews.” Elis bufinefs was to protect them 
againtt oppreflion, to decide all controverfies be- 
tween them and the Chriftians, to keep the feal of 
their corporation, and the keys of their public trea: 
fury. As to their {piritual government, they were all 
under one high-prieft, who had his patent from the 
crown, It has been the opinion of tome, thac rhe Jews 
were not then permitted to purchale lands in Fag. 
fands; but chis is amiftake. However, being pene- 
rally hated, and not upon an equal foot of privilege 
with the (nglith, they commonly put out their mo- 
ney to interefl, by which means their ellates were 
lels fubject to difcovery, ancl more av comonind, it 
cale they fhould be obliged ro quit the country. 


During their flay in Fingland, chey frequently 
met with rough ulage, with greac feverity, Somer 
times they laboured under the extortion of goveill- 
ment, and fometimes the people took their revenge 
upon them at dileretion. Elowever, they, had en 
couragement to turn Chriflians, for baptism wat) 
as it were, a pardon for all Former crimes: an 
Henry TH. buite a houte for convert Jews, and al 
lowed them a penton for their maintenance. 1 
1290 the Jews, by proclamation of King Ldward | 
were banithed the kingdom, on pretence that they 
impoverifhed the Chriltians by exceflive wluy. 
"They departed to the number of 14,0005 and it was 

commony 
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commonly reported, that, in their paffage over the 
fea, the feamen plundered them, cut the throats of 
many, and threw them overboard. This banith- 
ment was perpetual. However, in procels of time, 
they returned to England, and are tolerated in the 
exercile of cheir religion. Bur we now proceed to 


our main defign. 


CHAP. HU. 


The hifkory of the Fews from the taking of Ferufalem 
Lill the rebellion under Adrian. 


T is needlefs to repeat what has been heretofore 

related by Jotephus concerning the defolate con- 
dition to which both the kingdom and metropolis 
ot Judaea were reduced, or the dreadful flavery to 
which the greatett part of the furviving Jews were 
condemned by the conqueror, TV hote chat furvived 
this fad cataitrophe, and efcaped the fury of the 
Romans, retired fome into Galilee, and a much 
greater number into Egypt and Cyrene, where we 
thall find chem raifing new rebellions, committing 
horrid maffacres, and bringing again the victorious 
Romans againit them. 


To pretend that the Sanhedrim was removed to 
amnia, and from thence to Tiberias, where it 
fubfitted till after che death of Judas the Saint, that 
academies were eftablifhed in many cities, and that 
the nation continued to be governed by a patriarch, 
i to run into an allufion founded merely on tra- 
ition. 


There remained no fhadow of power and autho- 
rity to’ this wretched people in the country that 
God had given them. Domitian, covetous even to 
excels, helped co fink it by his raxes. Ie has been 

* thought that this oppreffion refpected only the Jews 
of Rome, who having been expelled out of the im- 
perial city, could not return again withouc paying 
acertain tax; buritisamiftake. The tribute de- 
manded by Domitian related to all the Jews, and 
Was not a new one, 


Pompey having fubjected Judza to the Romans, 
made it tributary according to cuftom. Julius Ca:- 
far granted HJyrcanus, and even che Jewifh people, 
fumeexemptions. Neverthclefs, Jofephus adds, that 
they were obliged to carry their tribute every two 
ie to Sidon. The privilege then confitled-in 
having no intendant or collectors, who, jn thofe 
times, ruined nations. They were allo exempted 
from winter quarters, and the entertainment of fol- 
. diers. They paid nothing in the fabbatic year, be- 
_ edule the lands lay fallow. Alexander the Great 

had granted the fame privilege beiore. Herod be- 
* ing made king, and a friend of che Roman people, 

itis imagined that he was difcharged from tribute; 
but the Romans (days Tacitus) continued to the 

Princes the title of kings, and at the fame time 

made them fenfible of cheir flavery by forcing them 

to pay taxes. Cicero would have Jerufalem recurn 
thanks to the immortal gods that it had not been 
» taved as Carthage. Apion, fpeaking of the kings 
that Mark Anthony had made tributary, names Fle- 
"tod, with tholeof Pontus and Pifidia s and excepts 
only trom this general law the princes of the Upper 
Armenia, That which might have mnifeuided the 
earned Is their not feeing any intendants, or re- 
cevers, tn this province, til after Herod’s and Ar- 
chelaus’s deaths, Tewas, indced, a fhadow of liberty 
= people, to fuller them co collcet their 
b. 2XCs hy therr own receivers, as Jofephus has qb- 
: ferved ; buc it cannot be hence concluded that they 
aa not tributary, and chat this kingdom was the 
. douheargbtion to the general law. “Ie cannot, be 
reun Saal suit this tribute was regularly paid during 
a viour’s life-time, finee the Pharilees ternptec 

wM by ity and Jelus Chrift, difcovering Cacfar’s 
poll thon the denarion, that was paid for the 
hia: ‘ntiwered, Vhey fhould render to Cafur the 

Mgs that were Curfar’s. 


The truth is, they paid two forts of taxes: one 


them feel their flavery. 
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was a fubfidy laid upon the lands, of which they 
paid the hundreth penny. But, befides this, Apion 
oblerves, thac there was a capitation, more intole- 
rable to the Jews than all the other tributes, and 
therefore Judzea petitioned ‘Viberius to be exempted 
from the impolts with which it was overlaid, as well 
as Syria. 

This capitation did not feem to be great, fince 
they only paid one denarion; that is, about feven 
pence halfpenny per head, But it was equal for the 
poor as well as the rich. As the didrachm was paid 
equally to God, fothe tribute which Cvelar exacted 
was one and the fame to all the inhabitants without 
any diitinétion. Chere were two reafons that aggra- 
vated this yoke in Judea; one, that this people, 
priding tchemfelves in their alliance with God, and 
thinking themielves perfectly free, could noc brook 
the empire of the infidels, efpecially fince the Mac- 
cabees had fhook it off, and the capitation made 

Therefore oindas of Gali- 
lee rebelled, when Auguftus fent co have J udzea en- 
rolled. Vhere was another reafon that rendered 
this yoke infupportable; for the money that was to 
be brought to the Roman creafure was ftamped with 
the prince’s image; and the Jews, over fcrupuloully 
addicted to the law, which only condemns the wor~ 
fhip of images, could not tec the emperor’s figure 
upon the money, and be obliged ro pay, withouta 
Mortification, . 

Hitherto Judsea paid but one tax upon lands, and 
the capitation, which brought three hundred and 
jeventy thoufand eight hundred and thirty-three 
pounds, fix fhillings, and eight-pence, into the em- 
peror’s exchequer. But afrer the rakingof Jerula- 

em, Titus ordered the didrachm, which was paid 

annually to the temple, to be confifeated : and Ci- 
cero oblerves, that they fent it from Rome, and che 
other cities of Italy, to Jerufalem, becaule they 
looked upon it as a tribute which they paid to God 
as his fubjects, But the emperor ufurped the place 
of God, whom they had forsaken, and appropriated 
this tribute to himfelf. Each didrachm was worth 
fixteen pence ; and fo the fum demanded of chem 
was very confiderable. But this third tax was the 
more dilgraceful becaufe they were obliged to pur- 
chafe the liberty of their religion by it, and Domi- 
cian exacted it with the utmolt feverity. 


Xiphilin relates that Titus, after the congqueft of 
Judaa, ordered all the Jews, that would preferve 
their religion, to pay the didrachm annually to Ju- 
piter Capicolinus. ‘Vhe Romans made them pur- 
chafe liberty of confeience by it. ‘Fertullian com- 
plains bitterly chat they had ranked the Chriftians 
among proflituces and vagrants who paid a tri- 
bute to be fulfered at Rome. ‘The Jewith religion 
therefore being grown inlinitely odious after the re- 
bellion, its proteffors were obliged to pay anannual 
fum for their toleration. Suetonius {peaks of Do- 
mitian’s injurious treatment in demanding the pay- 
ment. Vhey ftripped aman to intorm themfelves 
of his excradt ane religion by circumcifion. Nei- 
ther the quality of perfons, nor the age, nor the 
oaths of fuch as chole rather to precencd to be hea- 
thens than to furnilh the fums demanded, were 
refpedled, A man of ninecy years of age was forced 
to this feandalous inquelt, under pretence of which 
were committed a thoufand impicties. 

Domitian’s hatred ttopped not here; for the Jews 
were comprized in the fame periccurion with: the 
Chriflians, We cannot coubt of jt, as both of 
them were, in the opinion of the Romans, equally: 
guilty of impiety, fince they worfhipped only one 

sod, and rejeded idols, which way reckoned an 


P actheifm, and adduced as a pretence to perfecurion. 


Dion affirms, that many perlons, who had embraced: 
the Jewifh religion, were condemned for the crime 


, of impicty, and that fome were punifhed with death, 


and others only with fequeftration, 


Nerva, Domirian’s fucceflor, did three things to 
the advantage of this nation: heabfolved cthofe who 


which fhews that if Domitian had that defign, he 
was nat able to execute ir, being prevented hy his 
afailtins. 
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‘arch. Jofhua was elected father of the fenate; Llea- 


‘who had fo negieéted his education, that at twenty- 
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#e forbad, for the furure, the fabjects of 
the empire to be tormented tor the lake of religion, 
impiety, or Judaifm. And he difcharged the Jews 
of the impofts wherewith Domitian had oppreffed 


them. 


We have placed the firft of all the patriarchs of 
Judza in this prince’s reign, becaule he was more 
Favourable to the Jews, and becaule there is no pro- 
babilicy that they could fo fuddenly have re-fettled 
themfelves after an almolt general difperfion. Ac- 
cording to this account, Gamaliel II. was then the 
head of the fathers, which the Greeks call patri- 


zar was reconcile with Gamalicl, and they enjoyed 
their dignity together. Fliftorians fay, that Hleazar 
prefided two labbaths, and Gamaliel one, which 
faews that this office efpecially related to religion, 
and the Divine fervice. 


The Jews endeavour to raife the glory of their 
defolaté nation, by making many learned men fur- 
vive the ruin of the temple, and live in the begin- 
ing of the fecond century. 


Eleazar the Great lived at that time. They make 
him the fon of a perton of quality, culled Hyrcanus, 


eight years of age he was ignorant of the Jaw. He 
bewailed his ignorance for many days; but at laft 
a certain perfon told him of a_matter. Je made 
a journey to John, the ton of Zechai, who taught 
at Jerufalem, by whom he was inftruéted in his 
prayers, and ome points of the law. [Eleazar wept 
and falted till he had learnt them, and eight days 
paffed over before he cat. Lis father came to Jeru- 
jalem to difinherit him, but was fo ftruck with the 
learning and modefty he found in him, that he 
would not fit down before him; and, inflead of dif- 
inheriting him, he gave him his brothers portions, 
who had put him upon this defGign. The Jewith rab- 
bies enumerate thele patriarchs, and afcribe to them 
properties almott divine, but they are too big with 
abfurdity, and it may be added prophanation, to 
gain credit with a rational or religious reader. 


Atthat time lived the poet Ezekiel, who compofed 
the departure from Egypt in Greek verfe. He was 
a Jew, and ‘probably meant to Ging a miraculous de- 
liverance to comfort his nation, dejeéted by the Ro- 
mans, in giving itan idea of a redeemer like Motes. 
He lived after Jotephus, ‘who did not know him 5 
and before Clemens Alexandrinus, who had quoted 
him. We mutt therefore place him at the end of 
the firft, or rather at the beginning of the fecond, 
century. 


We muft allo place at the fame time the author 
of the will of the twelve patriarchs. This man has 
difsuiled his religion, and {peaks fo often like a 
Jew, thatal earned man, who was the firft publifher 
of this work in Greek, maintains chat che original 
was in Elebrew, compoted by # doctor of that na- 
tion fome time before the manifeltacion of ourLord, 
fince the author has followed, the common preju- 
dices of the do€tors of thar cime, who expected a 
general of an army, famous for his battles, rather 
than a spiritual teacher. 


‘The will of the ewelve patriarchs was, however, 
compoted at this time; for che auchor {peaks of che 
detlruction of Jerufalem, and feveral actions of the 
Mefiah, and even of the writings of the evangelifts, 
like a prophet who had feen thete things. 


‘The milerable are more mutinous and refllefs chan 
other people. . ‘Chere is a fpirit of fedition imputec 
to tome religions, and to the tempers and inclina- 
tions of certtin nations, But this is imaginary, for 
all men naturally love peace and quiet ; leave them 
liberty. of contcience, and che free enjoyment, oF 
increate of, their eflates, and few rebellions will arife 
in nations. ‘The hatred of parties, perfecution, and 
the harthneds of government, atethe common Springs 
of tumults and feditions ; men do not {werve from 
their natural flate, except when they are forced by 
delpair or violence. We mull not wonder then Hf 























the Jews, notwithftanding their miferies, have fy 
frequently an inclination to rebel. Mifery puts me 
into agitation, and makes them turn on all fidesto 
be ealy, and commonly, inftead of compafiing their 
defires, they add frefh weight to their burthen. The 
Jews mif-timed their atcempts in Trajan’s ran 
What could make them fo venturous asto brave the 
power of fo great a prince? Being provoked by & 
their preceding misfortunes, they carried, in the 
turn, cruelty and barbarity to a deteftable excels . 
beginning at Cyrene, a city of Lybia, where they 
had been fettled, and portent, for many ages. The 
had at fArft fome ad vantages over the Greeks ; {or 
fo tltey called the Egyptians; but the fugitives ef. 
caping to Alexandria, and carrying contternation 
and a thirft of revenge, into this great city, they 
murdered all the Jews that were there. Thoie of 
Cyrene, enraged with a reprizal they had juflly de. 
ferved, fell into the greateft fury, and being headed 
by one Andrea, ravaged the plain country under 
his conduét, and maffacred two hundred and twenty t 
thoufand inhabitants in Lybia. The Romans te. 
turned into the field, under Martius ‘Lurbo, their = 
general, whom ‘Trajan had commiffioned to quell” 
thefe diforders. Ele effeéted it; but could not desea 
the rebels, without long and violent battles, and 
the lofs of many nen. Lybia remained fo depopu- 
lated by the maffacre the Jews made in the bevin. 
ning of the war, thatthe emperor Adrian was obliged 
to fend a colony to inhabit it. 


& 


Evufebius has run into a manifeft contradidion as 
to this rebellion of the Jews; for he affirms, in his 
hiftory, that ic happened in the beginning of the 
eighteenth year of Trajan’s reign ; and he placesit 
a year fooner in his chronicle. The hiftory being !7 
exacter than the chronicle, we ought to give it the 
preference, and place this event in the beginning of — 
the fecond century, and in the hundred and fifteenth 
year of Jefus Chrift, The Jewifh hiftorians fay, 
that the war was caufed by the ambition of the re- 
fugecs who had retired to Alexandria after the ce- 
{truétion of Jerufalem, and had’ built a temple 
there. Some would fain lord it over the reft, and 
the weaker party called in ‘Trajan to their aflitance, 
who killed five hundred thoutand of them, But 
their temple at Alexandria was imaginary, that ot 
Onias being the only one they built. 


_ The Thalmudifts vary more grofsly. Some fay 
it was Adrian that killed twice as many Jews 1 
Egypt as Motes had conduéted out of it. Others 
place this event in ‘Trajan’s reign, and others afliral 
matters with as little foundation. 


Nor did the diforder ftop there, for news came of? 
new infurreétionsin Mclopotamia, Thedateofligyit a 
threw the inhabitants of this government into ts 
confternation, who faw themlelves menaced with 
the fame misfortune: bue Trajan fent a Moot 
thither, called Lucius Quietus, the greatelt gener! 
the empire then had, or has had ever fince; who, 
executtonof his commifmion, with{tood the feditious 
and, by killing a valt number of Jews, intimidate 
the reft. Neverthelets, 3s his preience was thought 
neceffary to retain them in their duty, and there w8 
reaton to fear they would take up arms again the 
very moment the conqueror withdrew, the enpet 
made him governor of Palefline, to keep a dre 
eye upon their motions. 


A new florm arofe in the ifand of Cyprus. 7 i 
Jews in this iMand began with the maffacre of O80: 
hundred and forty thoufand inhabitants. Te 
own hiftorians do not difemble this action, but 
fwell the number of the dead inftead of abating 
for they tell you, that the noife of the infurrectie 
ellewhere arriving at Gophri, that is to fity Cyprus 
the Jews, who were very numcrous in this count’); 
fell Upon all the heathens, and made fuch a genes 
maffaere, that not one of them remained 5“ wi 
“obliged ‘Trajan to fend Adrian, the general 
“his forces, againit them, who fubdued den 
* and afterwards the Romans publifhed an e icy 
“ abfolutely prohibiting ‘the Jews secels to U 
* ifland.” ) 
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CHAP. III. 


Rebellion of the Fews under Aldviai, of Barchochebas 
ond Akiba, till the huidred and thirty-cighth year of 
the Chriftian Aira, 





HESE might be faid to be only the beginning 

of the forrows of the Jews, which were at 

length completed by Adrian, who reduced them to 

fuch an abject ftate of wretchednels, that, to obtain 

the ordinary means of fubfiltence, they were under 

aneceflity of having recourfe co the fraud of magic 
and interpretation of dreams. 


retched 












We need no other evidence than that of the em- 

eror Adrian himtelf, who fzys, he taw not one Jew 
in Egypt bue what was a_ mathematician; which 
name, though, at prefent, fo honourable for uletul 
dticoveries by thofe who apply to this ttudy, was at 
that time odious, becaufe the mathematicians were 
gencrally deemed wizzards. 
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Ee The caufe of this rebellion is differently related. 
Wee They fay that it was the cuftom, in their country, to 
taebel- 


plant a cedar ac the door of the houfes where a fon 
was born, and to fet a pine-tree upon the birth of a 
daughter. Thefe trees grew till the time of mar- 
riage, and then they cut them down to make a bed 
Yor the married couple. The princefs, Adrian’s 
daughter, travelling in Judea, her chariot broke; 
and her officers had the infolence to cut down one of 
thele trees planted before a houic, wherewith they 
mended the chariot. But the relations and neigh- 
bours, provoked by this action, mutinied, and mai- 
facred the princefs’s retinue, who, being enraged, 
obliged the emperor to take arms, and fubdue fo 
fierce a nation. 


Chryfoftom afferts, that the Jews, who always, 
from their prejudices, preferved their own maxims, 
have three times attempted to rebuild the temple, 
and thac their Grft effore to reftore their republic 
was under Adrian; that they rebelled againit him, 
without reflecting on the confequences, whom, with 
all their efforts, it was impoffible to conquer: 
that this prince, having fubdued them, placed his 
ftatue where Jerufalem was; and knowing that this 
monument of victory would not Jaft tor ever, or- 
dered that the city fhould bear his name, which was 
fill obferved, fince, in his time, it was called Aélia. 
Chryfoftom has treated this event with no great 
degree of precifion; for if he believed that the 
Jews defigned co reftore their cemple under Adrian, 
he 1s deceived, fince they made no motion towards 
it; and the firft of the attempts afcribed to them is 
evidently falfe. The fame mutt be faid of the te- 
cond, if he thought the Jews went to re-eftablith 
their republic. Tt is not even true that they at- 
tempted to rebuild Jerufalem. Moreover, Aélia had 
been built before the rebellion. Nor did Jerufalem 
fill go by the name of Adrian; for it was fo called 
at thecouncil at Nice; but Conftantine having built 
temples in this city, and Chriftianity being grown 
triumphant there, it refumed its anticnt name of Je- 
rulalem. Eufebius, who had called it Z£lia in his 
hiftory, always fliles ic Jerufalem in the life of Con- 
ftantine, when he fpeaks of the edifices that this 
Prince had raifed there. 


There were two caufes of the great rebellion un- 
der Adrian. Firft, This prince had forbidden them, 
ike Domitian and Nerva, to be circumcifed. Spar- 
tan jays fo; and I know not how the expres tefti- 
mony of an author can be contefted who lived un- 
der Dioclefian. Modeftinus obferves alfo, that the 
Jews, addreffing themfelves to Antoninus, he per- 
mitted them to circumcife only their own children, 
and forbad doing it to any perfon of another religion 
Under heavy penalties. Secondly, There is a law 
orbidding ali the Romancitizens to be circumcifed 
Ge he Jews, or to caufe their flaves to be circum- 
s he varie pain of banifhment, and awarding death 
and eS payficians that fhould do it. It alfo banifhes 
his ce ems, fometimes todeath, the Jews that cut 
‘¢ children of another religion. Did the Jews at- 
No, 45. ; 
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tempt to circumcife itrangers, in order rd increafe 
their numbers, whereby to go on afterwards more 
eflectually in the reftoration of their commonwealth, 
as St. Chryfottom has faid ? Some great men have 
faid it atter him. But itis not probable they be- 
lieved that the converted Roman citizens, or their 
ilaves, could make upa confiderable army to reftore 
their {tate. Vhe Roman protelytes were never to 
numerous to pofiels them with this conceit. Thete 
edicts were given only co prevent any changes of re- 
ligion, which now and then happened at Rome, and 
icandalized the heathens, Befides, Antoninus Hi- 
cented them to circumcile themielves after his war 
with them, ‘his prince, being weary of their re- 
bellion, and Iceing that denying them this cuftom 
exafperated them, yielded fomething to pacify 
them: but they were not then ina condition to pro- 
{clyte fufActent numbers to form armies, and reftore 
their commonwealth. Adrian, who had forbidden 
them circumcifion, offended the Jews tn one of the 
principal aéts of their religion: it was robbing them 
of the teal of the covenant, the mark that diftin- 
guithed chem from heathens, and the grace of God, 
which they thought annexed to this cufllom: and 
therefore it is no furprifing thing that they fhould 
mutiny, when they found themlelves deprived of 
this ceremony. 


This prince alfo had fent a colony to Jerufialem, 4 colony 
and buile acity upon its ruins, to which he gave his fent to fe- 
own name, and coniecrated it to Jupiter Capitolinus. 
The fecond caule of the war is as much difputed ag 
the firft, fince Iufebius fays, that the colony was 
not tent to Jerufalem till after the taking of Bither, 
But Dion jays, this colony was the caufe of their 
rebellion, becaufe they could not bear to have ftran- 
gers come and live in their city, and worfhip {trange 
gods there; fo that we cannot doubt of the truth of 
the fact. ‘L’o reconcile Hutebius and Dion, it ap- 
pears that the emperor’s firlt defign was croffed by 
the Jews rebelling before it was fully executed, be- 
caule the Jews had expelled the new inhabitants ; 
though the emperor accomplifhed it when he had 
fubdued them. So that he had fent the colony be- 
fore the war, as Dion affirms; and he compleated 
his projeét, when the rebcHion was queHed, as Eu- 
febius relates. 


_Barchochcbas’s ambition, whoknew how to make 
his advantage of the difturbance which thefe two 
circumftances created in the minds of the people, 
fully determined the nation to profecute the war. 
But to fpeak of the falfe MeMiahs that have deceiv- 
ed their nation. 


‘The time was come in which impoftors appeared Impofters 
with tullaMfurance. Gamalic] had feen two of rhem ttt pre- 
perifh, and was fo moved with the ill fuccefs of their 
enterprize, that he would not have the progrefs of 
Chriftianity oppofed, being perfuaded that Provi- 
dence would bring the defign to nought if it was not 
from heaven: ** ‘Pheudas (laid he) before thefe days 
“ rofe up, who was flain, and all, as many as 
“obeyed him, were brought to nought. After 
this man roie up Judas of Galilee, in the days of 


chochebas, 


ce 


“© the taxing, and he alfo perifhed : and now I fay 
*“ unto you, If this counfel be of men it will come 
“e 


to nought.” ‘The Chrillians, from an high fenfe 
of his great moderation and piety, afterwards ca- 
nonized him, 


St. Luke, in the sth chapter of the Aéts of the some mene 
Apoftles, particularly fpeaks of the impoftors, tioned by 
Theudasand Judas of Galilee, whom Gamalicl men- wanes 
tions to the people, as_having practifed their arts sees tle 
heretofore to deceive; from which (though his de- 
fign wasto invalidate the apoftle’s doctrine) it is evi- 
dent fuch delufions had been praétifed. 


The Romans fent fome forces againft Judas, and 
he miferably perifhed, Alexander, Fadus’s fuccef.. Pefeat of 
for, perfecuted his children, and caufed them to be 2"! 
murdered. | His followers maintained their mafter’s 
doctrine, with an unfhaken confidence, in the midft 
of the moft cruel tortures. They fubfifled, notwith- 
flanding the violence that was offered them after 
the taking of Jerufalem, in-a very antient caftle, 
where they were fhut up; and the fugitives carried 
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this doétrine into Egypt, where it occafioned new 
maffacres. 


Other impoftors ftarted.up, and, with the fame fal- 
lacious pretenfions, endeavoured to delude the credu- 
jous multitude; but the moft impious, daring, and 
injurious, was Coziba, or Barchochebas.. He was a 
robber, like the reft, who hoped to enrich himlelf 
with plunder, and acquire fome authority in his na- 
tion by his outrages againft the Romans, It is pre- 
tended that there were two impottors of this name, 
the grandfather and grandfon; and their hiftory is 
thus related by the Jews. Coziba TI. was elected 
king by the Jews two years after the ruin of the 
firft temple, and died at Bither, a city in the neigh- 
bourhood of Jerufalem, which was the capital of 
his empire. is fon the Red fucceeded him; and 
afterwards reigned his grandfon Romulus, who was 
called Coziba. The Jews affembled about him, and 
acknowledged him for the Meffiah. The emperor 
Adrian, having notice of it, came with a numerous 
army, took Bither, and deftroyed a multitude of 
Jews, in the feventy third year after the ruin of the 
temple. Hence it is concluded, that the reign of 
the three Cozibas lafted one and twenty years. Some 
extend it much farther, and make the firft Coziba’s 
reign under Domitian. The antient chronicle of 
the Jews, on thecontrary, affigns but two years and 
a half to Coziba’s reign. 


It is abfurdly fuppofed there have been two Co- 
zibas, or Batchochebafes. Moft of the Jews ac- 
knowledge but one, and they are right. For he 
that induced the Jews toa rebellion, towards the end 
of Trajan’s reign, was not called Barchochebas, 
but Andrea. Neither did he call himfelf the Mef- 
fiah; and this rebellion was in Egypt, whereas that 
of Barchochebas happened in Judza. They were 
unacquainted with arrstan's genealogy, fince they 
fay, that_he fent Adrian, his fifter’s fon, againft the 
Jews in Egypc; for Ulpia, Adrian’s grandmother, 
was Trajan’s aunt, and thefe two princes were only 
coufins. They err in making the war with Coziba 
laft fo long, and give him, and his heirs and fuccef- 
fors, areign of one and twenty years; for his race 
ended with him; and the war terminated in alittle 
time, as we fhall fee in the fequel. They make him 
perifh in the feventy third year of the ruin of the 
temple. Adrian was already dead, in the year 141; 
and the city of Bither, by which the war was con- 
cluded, had been taken in the eighteenth of Adrian. 
This chronological error fuffices to fhew the mifre- 
prefenrations of the reft. The author of the chro- 
nicle of the Jews is more exact than his commenta- 
tors, for he makes Coziba to_reign bur two years 
and a half, and {peaks but of one impoftor. We 
muft therefore acknowledge but one Coziba, who 
took the title of Barchochebas, lived in Adrian’s 
reign, and was the fource of infinite mifchiefs to 
this nation. : 


This impoftor, to facilitate the fuccefs of his en- 
terprize, changed his name, and took that of the 
Son of the Star, or Barchochebas, in order to have 
it believed that he was the Star that ‘* Balaam had 
feen afar off.” He maintained that he was one of 
the ftars of heaven fent to fuccour the people, and 
retrieve them from the oppreffion under which they 
groaned. He alfo made choice of a forerunner, of 
the fame character with himfelf, who was very affift- 
ant to him in thefe defigns. 


This was Akiba, whom, they fay, defcended 
from Sifera, general of the army of Jabin, king of 
Tyre, and trom a Jewifh mother. “ He had fpent 

orty years upon the plains, in looking to the flocks 
of a rich citizen at Jerufalem, called Calba Chuva. 
His mafter’s daughter being in love with him, and 
unwilling to marry a fhepherd, advifed him to apply 
himfelf to ftudy. They made a clandeftine mar- 
riage; after which Akiba went and fpent twelve 
years in the academy, and brought back with him 
twelve thoufand {cholars. His wife advifed him to 
return again. le continued {till ewelve years more, 
and brought with him twenty thoufand difciples. 
His wife came to meet him -with her clothes rent, 
becaufe her father, provoked with her marriage, had 


Booz 


difinherited her; but no fooner had he feen Akiba 
than he fell at his feet, revoked his oath, and gave 
hima great partof hiseftate. He continued teach. 
ing and writing books, one whereof is cabaliftica) 
and is called Jetfirah; but it mult be diftinguithed 
from that which is afcribed to the Patriarch Abra. 
ham, and bears thefame name. He was fo learned 
as to give an account of the leaft letter of the Jaw, 
We find in the Mifnah and Thalmud a thonfand 
fehtences_afcribed to him, and which are looked 
upon as fo many judicious decifions. Thefe are the 
commendations they give this doétor, who cavfed 
the delolation of his country, and fupported the 
fraud of an impoftor: No great weight therefore 


‘can be laid upon what the Jews relate concerning 


the birth and death of Akiba, fince they are fo per- 
feétly ignorant of the time. 


Barchochebas appearing at the time that A- 
kiba’s fame was atthe height, when he was head of 
the Sanhedrim, he exclatmed, ‘“‘ Behold the Star 
that was to come out of Jacob,” and made him.“ 
felf his forerunner. Thefe two impoftors availed 
themfelves of the prejudice of the people, who were & 
for a conquering Meffiah, that fhould deliver them 
from the Roman yoke, which the laft war, and A. 
drian’s perfecution, daily made more infupportable, 
Barchochebas, who found people difpofed to follow 
him, muftered up an army of 200,000 men; and Bi. 
ther was chofen for his refidence, and the capital of 
his kingdom. The Jews called it Bethtar, or the 
Houfe of Spies, becaute, after the ruin of Jerufalem, 
centinels were placed there to {pie thofe that wentto 
Jerufalem, who were accufed of courting the Ro- 
man favour, and defiring offices, or of felling their 
eftates, of which they flripped them by virtue of 
thefe calumnies. They even fometimes impcached 
them to the Romans under other pretences. Eute. 
bius places this city in the neighbourhood of Jeru- 
falem; but there were two cities of this name, one 
twelve, and the other fifty-two, miles diftant from 
the holy city. 







Jerome called thefe two citics Bethoron, and 
maintains they were built by Solomon, and ruined 
by the war. Bethoron was given by Pharaoh fora 
portion to his daughter, when fhe married Solomon, 
who reftored it to the Levites, in whofe partitionit . 
lay. But if we believe the Jews, this is not the true 
Bither, fince one fignifies a Houfe of Spies, and the 
other a Houfe of Liberty. Barchochebas chofe this 
place to receive the royal unction, and afterwards 
caufed money to be coined, declaring himfelf atthe 
fame time the Mefliah, and Jewifh prince of the 
nation. He waited to declare war when the empe- 
ror Adrian had left Egypt; but it burft ou in the 
year 134, in the feventeenth of Arian’s reign. 


Dion afferts, that Adrian, having fent a colony to 
Jerufalem, and placed a ftatue of Jupiter where the 
temple of God ftood, this foreign worhhip violently 
affected the Jews. ‘* However, Adrian’s prefence, o 
“who was then in Egypt, and who went fromp- 
** thence to Syria, ftopped them for fome time. 
** They contented themielves, during his time, wit 
** making imperfect arms, and felling them to te 
*¢ Romans, that they might not employ them againt 
** themlelves; but they revolted when the emperot 
““ was Sone.” 


Phlegon, Adrian’s fecretary, has preferved a lett’ ;< 
of his mafter, addreffed to Servian, the conful. Hee 
gives him an account of what he had feen in Egypt 
and of the turbulent inclination of its inhabitants; 
and makes him a prefent of fome veflels, which he 
had defigned for him and his fitter. Ic is eafier 
know the time of the Jewifl, war from this Jettth 
than from the medals of the cities of Syria; for! 
muft have been written when the emperor left Egy?! 
or Syria. Servian, to whom this letter was write" 
was his'brother-in-law, fince he made him a prelett 
in common vrith his Gfter and himifelf. This 5 
vian is called conful, which dignity he had notu® 
der Adrian till 134. We muft conclude chen th 
the emperor left not Egypt and Syria till the bes | 
ning of that year, and that his abience the fame ye" 


inftigated the Jews to rebellion. Another heathen 
hiftorias 
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hiflorian, quoted by Eutebius, afferts, chat the war | 


was ih its Whole vigour; and that Bither, whichthe 
rebels had fortified, was taken che tenth of Auguit, 
inche eighteenth year of Adrian. “Phe war there- 
tore Legan the preceding, year, ince it was 1n Its v1- 
eour, and near its conclulion. “Lhe emperor gave 
his name to the cicy he had built about che ruins ot 
Terufalem in the year 136, in which he celebrated 
his Vicenalia. So that the war began in the ycar 
134, and ended two years atcer. Buonarott: pro- 
duces a medal ftruck by this prince in the eiph- 
teenth year of his reign, tor having obtained a 
ereat victory over the rebels, and driven the Jews 
trom Jerufalem. ‘Lo this nothing can be objected, 
bue the authoriry of the Jews quoted by Jerome, 
who fay the war lafted three years and an halt, 


‘The Romans at firft feem to have neglected this 
revolt: asthe Jews had been fo efleclually humbled 
by ‘Lrajan’s wars, they could hardly imagine they 
would fo foon be in a condition to oppot¢ them. 
But when they faw the numbers of the feditious in- 
create, and thar they fought with a valour that 
feemed raifed upon defpair, that all che robbers of 
the neighbouring, provinces joined them in hopes of 
plunder, and that not only Judiva, but all che 
world was in motion, they were obliged to change 
thei mealures. Some think that the emperor march- 
ed in perton againit the rebels; becaute they ob- 
ferve, that this prince, writing to the fenate, had 
not ventured to preface his letters with the ordi- 
nary form, becaufe of the great lofies he had ful- 
tained in this war; but, on duce enquiry, it appears 
that he carried it on by his generals. 





Barchochebas, who was fuperior in troops, at firlt 
committed great ravages. Jultin Martyr complained 
that he openly attacked and madiacred the Chritit- 
ans, becaufe they would not abjure their religion. 
His hatred againtt thefe profeffors of religion, and 
defpair of making the Chriftians embark in his yio- 
jene mealures, who had the Jame intereft as himfell 
wo declare againit the Romans, might redouble his 
cruelty. Bur can it be imagined that che heathens, 
avaintt whom he declared war, and the colony which 
Adrian had begun to fend to Jerwalem, were more 
humanely treated by this ufurper than che Chiidti- 
ans? ‘his impoftor only favoured his own nation, 
and treated with the utmolt barbarity all others 
thar fell into his hands. 


We find, by Eufebius and Synecllus, that the ee- 
Neral, Who commanded the army In Judie againil 
Barchochebas, wis called Vinnius Rurus. “drian, 
Who was not acquainted with the Iniporrance of the 
Wary tene him ac “rll a great remforcement, but 
this commander being often deleared, he tent for 
Julius Severus, one of the greatelt generals of his 
age, from Britain. ‘This eble commander deeming: 
imprudent to engage fo powerful an army, at- 
tacked) them ins parties, flraicened) thent m9 their 
Gap, cut off cheir provilions, ind by chat means 
§rowing fuperior, ld fiege to-Bither, which they 
taade their retreat." 


The rabbins fay, that there were in that city four 
henged colleges, in cach college four hundred pros 
folios, ane thar cach profiiiog of thele collenes had 
flour funded tcholirs, who Being muflered up 
Madea preacarmy. “Vhey fudlained the firll eftore. 
ol the tiene, though they were very badly artned, and 
Wescquainted with difcipling,  Barchoehbebas en. 
tourr cd wll his fubjects, and oxecuced drs phon, a 
lainous rabbin, who talked of fumenderiny.  Ne- 
Vertheleds the ciry was taken, and Barchochebas was 
lake. Adrian, to whom they brought his head, 
Wasdefirous to fee his body, bur when they #£tempt- 
cdtocarry it, they founda ferpent about his neck, 
Which fruehtened the bearers3 and che. prince 
acknowledged that God alone could that 
Man, Ifowever, they have fince owned the Impos- 
Ture of this man, whom they afterwards called Ba- 
Chosah, or, The Seu ofa Lie The tcholars, who 
batty well defended the places were bound with 
Hoy books, and thrown into che Ure, a bey add, 
that the fauehter was fo preats that more beople 
Csddn iis war than cameoutel Myype Chon one 
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fingle flone were found the fkulis of 3co children. 
Vhe inhabitants oi chele places did not dung their 
ground jor feven yours together, being, luflicrently 
fattened by the carcafles : therefore they have in- 
ferred an their heurey a bymin appointed lor the fatk 
celebrated the eiehreenth of the month of Ab, 
which aniwers to the months of July and avugui, 
in which they call Adrian a fecond Nebuchadnezzar, 
and pray God to remember this cruel prince, who 
deiireyed s$o fynavogucs. As for Akiba, after 2a 
very fevere imprionment, he was condemned to a 
cruel death; and with hii, che Jews tell us, died 
the glory of the Jewilh laws, 


Indeed, Dion reprefents this war as one of the 
crucHlett that ever was. Uhe Romans were fre- 
quently beaten, and loflabundance of good troops. 
Yhe Jews, who had, at that ume, a profound ve- 
Reration forSolomon’s tomb, faw it fall; and at once 
the wild beatls entered. Jerufalem, which was an 
omen of the following flaughter. The prefage was 
not inlignificani, for five hundred and eighty chou- 
fand pertons were killed in the battles; and thenum- 
bers that perifhed by famine, mifery, or fire, cannot 
be reckoned. After the taking of Bither, the Jews 
had {till fitty fortificul cattles, and troops to derend 


them. it feems allo, from a medal that theemperor 
ttruck the year following, chat he had obtained a 


viclory over them that year; but, in reality, che re- 
filftance was not long ; and the leaders being taken 
off, the retl more cally fubmicted. 


Adrian finifhed the building of Alla, (Jerufa- 
lem:) but the Jews of St. Jerome’s time ridiculoully 
aferibe this work to Aflius ‘Vitus, their deflroyer. 
Epiphanius fays, that he pave a\quila, his bro- 
ther-in-law, the care of thele buildings. Bue this 
profelyte, who turned Jew alter he had embraced 
Chriflianity, had no conlanguinity with this princes 
nor dv we tind that he was entrulted with the in- 
Ipection of thele buildings. “Phe circumference of 
the new city was fomewhat different from the old, 
feveral places being included in it that were for- 
merly wochoutthe gates; but, in the main, hey made 
ule of the foundations of the firit city. Valefius 
denies it, and, fora reafon, alledges, that Adrian 
would be tar trom re-building a city implacable to 
the Romans, and favouring the Jews, who had 
brought upon him fuch a wretched war. But chis 
Prince did not do itin favour to the Jews, for he 
Save it to other inhabitants. And theretore hilto- 
rtans oblerve, that chey began to fettle a bifhop 
there, who came of heathen race. ‘Lhe defign was 
to mortily the old inhabitants, by excluding them 
for ever from their primitive habitation. —~ 


‘Vhe truth is, Adrian prohibited their return for 
ever: and to make the city odious, if it were pol- 
fible, he changed the wle of the remaining monu- 
ments of old Jerufalern; for he employed the {tones 
that had been ufed in the building: of the temple to 
make a theatre; and he crecled {latues of falle gods 
in the places where the temple formerly ftood. 
And, lallly, St. Jerome fays, that he caufed the 
Image OF a hop, to be placed over che gate that led 
to Bethichem, to thew that the Jews were fubjeét co 
the power of the Romans: buc he is miftaken; che 
IWwine was not placed there to indicate the Jews? 
favery, but to make them abhor entering into Je» 
rufaleni, beeute they hated this animal, the ufé of 
which was forbidden by the law, and they thought 
the pate was defiled and profaned by this figure. 


Adrian, the more effectually to evacuate the city of 
its old inhabitants, cauled a ereat part of them to 
be fold ac the fair of Perebinth,  Plepefippus fays, 
thac the Verebinth was a tree that lad continued 
from the creation of che world, under which they 
met ro trafiielk: bur ic was the place where Abra- 
ham had pitched his tent, and received the angels, 
which made it venerable. ‘he Jews were expated 
to fale there at the price of horfes 5 and thofe that 
could not be fold, were carried to another fair, 
which was kept ar Gaza. In Jerome’s time they 
applied to this mifery thete words, ‘A ery was heard 
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in Ramah, Rachael weeping for her children ;””_be- 
caule their mifery and affliction were exceffive. This 
Father alloapplied tothe miferies that happened un- 
der Adrian this prophecyof Zachariah, ‘*] will feed 
the flock of Naughter ;” becaufe that he had learnt, 
from the tradition and ancient hiftory of the Jews, 
that. this prince had put a great number to death, 
punifhed others with the moft rigorous ieverity, 
and fold them at Terebinth, or carried them into 
Egypt. This Father acquaints us with three things. 
a. That he had read thetraditions and hiitory of the 
Jewsconcerning their calamicies, and therefore there 
mutt have been fuch at that time. 2. That Tere- 
binth fair (Uill continued; but that the Jews were 
afhamed to be prefenc at it, becaufe they remem- 
bered the ufage of their fathers. 3. That the Jews 
affembled, and came, in his time, to buy, ot the 
loldiers, the liberty of fecing Jerufatem. They could 
not weep without paying for it. “lhe old men and 
women were feen, with tears in their eyes, to repair 
to the mount of Olives, and bewail the deftruétion 
ofthe temple. The foldiers made great advantage 
of the Jews’ vencration for the remains of the haly 
city, and of Adhian’s feverity of forbidding their 
entrance forever; for they fold them, at a dear rate, 
the fight of this place, and the liberty of ftrewing 
pertumes upon a ttonethere. Jercme affures us, that 
Adrian conveyed part of thele prifoners to Egy pr, 
where their nutnber was conficerably augmented. 


Adrian, having fuccefsfully concluded the war in 
Judawa, ttamped medals, on which was [een a wo- 
man holding two naked children, and jacrificing 
upon an altar, with thefe words : 


ADVENTUS AUG. JUD/EZ. 


The arrival of the Eniperor in Judea. 


Triftan thought that the woman, who facrifices, 
reprelents this fubdued province, which contents to 
become heathen, and to facrifice to che taille gods 5 
and that fhe brings to the altar ewo naked children, 
to fhew that fhe renounced circumcifien. “Uhe em- 
peror meant rather co fignify, by the altar and fa- 
crifice, that the old religion was abolifhed in this 
province, which he had colonicd with new inhabi- 
tants. We {ce another medal of this tame prince, 
where JUDZEA is reprefented as a woman on her 
knees, giving her hand to the emperor, and three 
children imploring mercy. One of thele children 
is naked. Will it be faid chat the defign of it was 
to thew his not being circumcifed ? The medalitt’s 
intention was to impress a monument, reprefenting 
the fubmiffion and defperace milery of Judaza, atter 
Barchochebas’s defeat. ; 


Thofe that dwelt in the eaft were much more for- 
tunate. Trajan had carried the war againit them as 
far as Mefopotamia. But Adrian, apon his accel 
fion co the throne, having preferred an inglorious 
peace to a doubtful war, confented that the Ku- 
phrates fhould be made the boundary of rhe Ro- 
man empire. So that the Jews of this country had 
no fhare in this prince’s war againtt their nation. 


It is truc a confederacy had been formed of three 
forts of Jews. Some inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing provinces, animated with the hopes of plun- 
der, and the firft advantageous fuccefles, joined their 
ancient cnemies to fight the Romans. Many Jews 
of other provinces of the empire, who itil] breathed 
after their liberty, and fought an opportunity of 
recovering it, laid hold on this. Perhaps too fome 
came from the remoteft parts, and from beyond Eu- 
phrates, to the fuccour of their brethren; and there- 
fore the numiber of the dead amounted to above fix 
hundred thoufand;, which number could not have 
been found in Judzea alone, after whac it had fut 
dered under Vrajan. Nevertheleis, it cannot be faid 
that Adrian himfelf carried the war into the eaft, 
and pafted the Euphrates; for he went into his re- 
treat of Vivoly, where he rendered himfelf com- 
pees odious by the exercife of his various cru- 
eltics, ie, 


Boog 

We find that this prince added a new degree of 
mifery tothe Jews, by impofing on them a tribute 
for the liberty of reading the Bible in Hebrew, and 
that this cribute was {till paid in Tertullian’s time. at 
for he jays, in his apology, thatthe Jews, every fb. | 
bath, purchaled the liberty of reading publicly by 
a tax they paid. They fay that the Jews chat had 
highly efteemed the Septuagint verfion, began to 
abhor it, when they perceived it was more favour. 
able to the Chriftians than the Hebrews. But Adrian 
commanded them only to ufe this verfions {o thar 
they were forced to pay money to read the Hebrew 
in the fynagogues on the sabbath. 







CHAP Ivy. 


Of the difciples of Akiba, and of the other learned mex 
who lived at that time. 


W E are told that Akiba left many difciples, who 
all diftinguifhed themfelves by their learning, {"° 
But the mott celebrated amongft them was Judah« 
Hakkadath, who compiled the Mifhnah, or Com. "3 
mentary on Leviticus. He was the fon of Simeon*" 
the Jult, born at Sepphoris, and flourifhed during 
the reigns of three emperors, who were great enc- 
mies to the Chriftians, but very favourable to the 
Jews, viz. Antoninus Pius, M. Aurelius, and Com- 
modus. He became very confiderable on account 
of his janctity, and much more for his great learn- 
ing, and prefided over the grand academy of Ti- 
berias with uncontrouled authority. But he was 
elteemed above all for his famous book called the 
Mithnah, or repetition.of the law, of which the fol- 
lowing is an abftract. 


_ The Mifhnah is divided into fix parts. The firtt ,.. 
is intitled ‘* Seder Zerahim,” and treats on feeds in: 
the fields, trees, fruits, plants, &c. my 


I a feeaads ‘© Seder Mohadim,” treats of the 
ewith featts. 


The third, ‘* Seder Nafhim,” treats of women, 
and all matrimonial caules. 


The fourth, ‘* Seder Nezikim,” treats of loffes, 
damages, trade, the law-fuits arifing from them, 
and the manner of proceeding in them. 


The fifth, ‘* Seder Kodofhim,” treats of facri- 


fices, oblations, and all other holy or facrificed 
things. 


The fixth treats of all kinds of expiations, and 
all things relating to purification. Each of thefe 
books contained feveral traéts, amounting in the 
whole to fixry-three. 


This code, or body, of oral traditions, is founded 
upon a five-fold authority. 


iit. Upon the writings of Mofes, whofe expo- 
fitions are contained in the entateuch, and are ¢l- 
therdecifive of themfelves, or by confequences fairly 
drawn trom them. 


ad. Upon the ordinances of that legiflator deli- 
vered to him on the mount, or, as they are com- 
monly ftiled, the oral Jaw, which are looked upon 
to be of the fame authority with the written. 


3d. Upon the different decifions of the ancient 
doctors, concerning which a man is at liberty [ 
take which fide he_pleafes, whether, for inftanct, 
thofe of Hillib or Shammai. 


4th. On the maxims and fayings of the prophets 
and wife men, which are on that account itiled the 
hedges or fences of the law; but from which me 
rabbins do often werve; though, in the main, they 
hold them in great efteem. 


5th. On the ancient rites and cuftoms, which ee 
i 


ooK I. 


fince gained the fanétion of a law, and are made by 
it equally obligatory. 


This is the fum of that fo much boafted treatife, 
which is therefore ftiled a body of civil and eccle- 
fiattical rights of the Jews, and is a collection of 
their oral laws, rules, &c. However, it is probable 
this book was not publifhed, or, at leaft, received, 
immediately, fince we find mention made, in Flege- 
fippus, of fuch oral traditions being ftill appealed to, 
and canvaffed, towards the latter end of the fecond 
century. Vhofe who want a fuller account of it, 
may confule the Latin verfion of Surenhufius, with 
the notes of feveral learned commentators. 


Jochanan Haffandalar, who lived alfo in Adrian’s 
reign, faid, ** that every aflembly that was made in 
* the name of God remained, and that others were 
“ difperfed;?? becaufe virtue ts the foul of focieties, 
and the knot that ties them clofe, but vice ruins and 
detlroys them. We fhould not fpeak of Eleazar, 
the fon of Simeon Jochaides, who was purfued by 
the Romans, and concealed a long time, with his 
father, were not fome prayers afcribed to him, which 
the Italian and German Jews make ufe of. 


One of the moft famous of all Akiba’s pupils 
was the illuftrious Meir. They gave him this name 
becaufe he was the light of the learned, and opened 
the eyes of his difciples. He married a learned 
woman, whofe decifions the Thalmudifts receive 
with greater reverence than thofe of her hufband, 
notwithftanding’ all their veneration for him. 


Dofitheus was one of Meir’s difciples; but we 
muft not confound him with one Dofitheus a prieft, 
fent by Efarhaddon to the Cuthzans, to teach them 
the law, that they might not be devoured by lions. 
There was alfo another Dofitheus, who was the fon 
of Janni, whocould not have ftudied under Meir, 
fince his father lived not till the end of the fecond 
century. ‘This man determined that it was no 
crime to forget fome portion of the law, except 
when it was done voluntarily; and this forgetfulnefs 
became innocent, when application to {tudy was the 
caule of it. The decifion is not very curious; but 
yet ic has admitted Dofitheus into the rank of Ta- 
najtes and Fathers, whofe fentences are rcligioufly 
preferved. 


Somechus, the fon of Jofes, was another of Meir’s 
fcholars, and a moft excellent cafuift. 


Chelpeta, a citizen of Tfippori, had two fons that 
ftudied under Meir. Jofes grew the moft famous. 
The emperor Adrian banifhed him from Tiberias, 
and fent him to live in his native country, where the 
learned were not honoured as in an academy. Here 
he took to the trade of acurrier. ‘The Jews, who 
find moft part of the doétors to be only mechanics, 
have turned their reproach intoglory, by making a 
law, commanding all Rabbins to learn a trade. 
Some Chriftians imagine this was done in emulation 
of theapoftles and diiciples, who laboured with their 
own hands; but this reafoning is unjuft; for if the 
handicraft of the apoftles was a fubject of jealouly, , 
the Council of Trent ought not to have deftroyed 
this glory, and changed it into a reproach, by for- 
bidding the conferring of orders on a man that had 
not a benefice or a patrimony fufficient to maintain 
him. Befides, it was better to get a livelihood by 
honeft labour, like St. Paul, than to authorize fuch 
a mendicant indolence as that of the Monks. 


His younger brother, Scimon, who lived under 
Antoninus, and the following emperors, with Judah 
the Saint, was a man eminent for his fkill in the 
learned and more abftrufe {ciences. 


The fame age produced another Scimon, the fon of 

leazar, a man of learning, but of exceffive pride, 
which, however, according to the account of a 
Latin writer, was humbled by an extraordinary in- 
cident, fo that afterwards he acquired the graces of 
modefty and candour. 


Meir had alfo the honour of inftruéting Judah, 
the author of the Mifnah, of whom we have ipoken 
more at large; and prefume thefe fketches will 
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fuffice to thew the genius of che doétors of that 
age. 


CHAP. V. 

Antoninus Pius becomes a profelyte to the Fewifh re- 
ligion. Is offended with the Fews, and makes war 
againft them. Defeats them, and grants them privi- 
leges under certainreftrifions. ‘Fuftin Martyr basa 
conference with Tryphon. Principles of the latter. 
Mareus Aurelius makes war againft the Fews, and 
punifbes them for entering into a confederacy with 
Caffius. Converfion of Hegcfippus. His account of 
the different fees of Fews. Other fects mentioncd by 
Fuftin Martyr. Various tranflations of the Scrip- 
lures. 
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NTONINUS Pius, who was adopted by A- Antoninits 


. drian, and raifed to the highelt dignities, 1s re- 
prefenced as a great friend and patron of the Jewifh 


Pius a pro- 
felyte to the 
Jewith re. 


nation, having been a difciple of Judah, and fub- ligion. 


mitted to the rite of circumcifion. Lealways, how- 
ever, diffembled his religion; and though he pro- 
feffed Judaifm, which he was perfetly acquainted 
with, yet he appeared devotcd ro the fervice of idols. 
Heconftantly favoured the Jews; and fo {trenuoufly 
applied himfelf to the ftudy of the Jaw and tradi- 
tion, that he joined with his mafter Judah in the 
compofition of the Mifnah. 


Antoninus, however, inftead of countenancing 


Antoninus 
makes war 


the Jews, was foon under a neceffity of makin® with the 


war againft them, becaufe they had rebelled. A- J 
drian’s prohibition of circumcifion was {till in force. 
They had obeyed an emperor who forced them to 
‘it by the torrent of his conquefts, and power of his 
arms. But they could not long brook their being 
deprived of this accuftomed fign of their religion. 
They rofe the firft opportunity, and were refolved, 
fword in hand, to oblige Antoninus to give them 
this liberty. Capitolinus, in his narrative of this 
war, has comprized Antoninus’s victories in the 
compals of five or fix lines, and by his brevity oc- 
cafioned Baronius to believe that the infurreétion of 
the Jews happened in the firft year of his reign. 
But the Jews, who were difperfed, and extremely 
debilitated by Adrian, required fome years to col- 
leét_a body, and capacitate themfelves to make head 
againft a potent prince. Befides, Capitolinus’s ac- 
count is a compendium of this prince’s noble ac- 
tions, which ought to be diftinguifhed, as having 
been atchieved at different times. The Jews were 
unfuccefsful, and defeated by Antoninus; but when 
he had conquered them, he reftored them the privi- 
lege of circumcifion under thefe reftrictions. 


ews. 


1. Itonly related to the Jews: but the Samarians, Antoninus 


who profeffed the fame religion, had not the benefit § 
of it. 2. Profelytes were alfo excluded, and 


rants the 


Jews privi- 


HONE teges under 


of them were fuffered to be made Jews by this certain re- 


rite. 


it 


riQtions. 


Juftin Martyr had at that time a conference with Conference 


Tryphon. 


The Jews fpeak of a famous Rabbin, of Junin 


with the 


who was preceptor or colleague with Akiba, called Rabbin 


Tryphon; and Dr. Lightfoot thinks it was he that 
Juitin Martyr difputed with. Ele was not only rich 
but charitable; for we are told that Akiba, being 
employed to take care of the poor, he gave him 
4000 gold crowns, which he diftributed in one day. 
Though he was a difciple of Schammy’s {chool, yet 
he has been efteemed; and many fentences of his are 
preferved and inferted in the maxims of the Fathers. 
He folicits mento haften theirfanétification, becaufe 
of the brevity of human life. God demands it, and 
the recompence will be confiderable. Neverthelefs, 
he teaches, “* That man is not obliged to the per- 
“* formance of the whole Jaw; and provided he does 
‘© his endeavour to know but one part of it, yet he 
“* thal] receive a great reward.” 


Weare taught alfo from him, that the name of i 


Tryphon. 


famme- 


twelve letters ceafed to be pronounced at that time. phorath. 


The name of Jehovah is ineffable, becaufe it ex- 
preffes the effence of God without ambiguity; 
7A whereas 
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Marcus 
Aurclius’s 
war with 
the Jews, 


Their con~ 
federacy 
with Caf. 
fius punifh- 
ed, 
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whereas the others only make him known by his at- 
tributes. ‘There was moreover a difpute among the 
doétors about the manner of pronouncing it. The 
prophane, who increafed their numbers after the 
death of Simeon the Juft, abufed it; and therefore 
they lett off pronouncing it. Inftead of this in- 
effable name was fubftituted one of twelve letters, 
which the prieft uttered in giving the bleffing to the 
people. But Tarphon affirms, that one day coming 
near the prieit to hear him pronounce his benedic- 
tion, he perceived that he did not articulate the 
twelve letters; but that he only muttered whilft 
the brethren fang; and the reaion of this change 
proceeded trom the number of the prophane, which 
was increafed. ‘lhey highly commend the wifdom 
of this Tarphon, and his knowledge in the law. 


Though Marcus Aurelius was naturally of a 
mild temper, yet this exempted not the Jews from 
great miferies during his reign. This prince had 
fuch an opinion of them, that, as he once pafied 
through Judaea in his way to Egypt, he cried out, 
that he had found people as wicked as the Marco- 
mans and Sarmatians; thofe barbarous nations 


that made continual war, and ravaged a great part. 


of his empire in his reign. 


. Befides, there were two circumftances very preju- 
dicial to them. Vologefus, king of Parthia, was 
making warlike preparations at the time that Anto- 
nius died; and he commenced the war a little after 
his death by violent incurfions. Severian, the go- 
vernor of Cappadocia, ‘attempting to oppofe him, 
perifhed with his whole army. Marching after- 
wards into Syria, the Parthians made terrible de- 
Struciion. The eattern Jews, who were fubject to 
the Parthians, and enemies to the Romans, joined 
them, and increafed the number of their troops. 
Marcus Aurelius fent Lucius Verus, his colleague, 
with the beft officers of theempire; but he ftopped 
at Antioch to relax, and left the war to the manage- 
ment of his generals. Caffius, who commanded, 
beat Vologefus, and purfued him to his capital 
Ctefiphon, which he took, and demolifhed the pa- 
lace of the kings. Babylon, which {till made fome 
figure, Mefopotamia, and the lands of the Medes, 
where there were a great number of Jews, were 
jaid wafte. Seleucia, upon the banks of the Ti- 
gris, voluntarily furrendered : but the Romans vio- 
lating the capitulation,. killed four or five hundred 
thoutand perions. By a treaty of peace concluded 
four years after the beginning of the war, Mefopo- 
tamia and Ofrene, however, remained fubjeét to the 
Romans. Thus the Jews of this country were re- 
duced once more under their obedience. 


Caffius, who left the eaft to vanquifh the Sarma- 
tians, flufhed with fo many exploits and victories, 
which raifed him to the pak of heroes, encouraged, 
as is faid, by Fauftina, Marcus Aurelius’s wife, who 
was for making himanemperor, thatfhemightmarry 
him after her hufband’s death, aifumed the ticle of 
emperor in Syria, where he was governor, having 
firft fpread a report that the throne was vacant by 
Marcus Aurelius’s death. His reign was but a 
dream, for it lafted but three months and fix days. 
However, the Jews, who only waited for an oppor- 
eae to rife, teeing the fire kindled in the neigh- 
bourhood, added fuel to the hames, by joining with 
the rebels. Marcus Aurelius pardoned the children 
of Caffius, whofe head had been brought to him, 
and fipared the blood of the fenators who had en- 
gaged in the con{piracy. He even caufed his letters 
to be burnt, that they might not be known. But 
he could noc bear the infult which the Jews had of- 
fered him, and to punifh them he renewed Adrian’s 
jaws againft them. Whether thefe laws were ill exe- 
cuted, particularly in Afia, where the Jews were 
numerous, and very remote from the capical, or 
that they purchafed the liberty of annoying the 
Chriftians, they fignalized themfelves in this coun- 
try by their hatred. Juftin Martyr had before charg 
ed them with the confequences of this paffion, which 
frequently broke out. But they manifefted it at 
Smyrna, in Polycarp’s martyrdom; for they not only 
joined their voices with the heathens, in crying in 
the theatre, ‘* He is an Atheift,”? but were alfo the 


_tians uneafy, as being utterly 


-to be re-baptized with water. 


gefippus was of the fame religion with the bifhop 


Boog] 
moft vehement round his pile.. They perfecuted 
this great man after his death, by foliciting the 
judge to deny his body to the Chriftians, but, at 
jaft, the captain of the guards, feeing the bitter rage 
of the Jews again{t the dead body, caufed it to be 
reduced to afhes.  ~ 


Thefe commotions might be made by a mutinons 
rabble, and tolerated by reafon of the hatred to the 
Chriftians ; yet_it is certain that the Jews enjoyed 
great liberty of confcience at Smyrna; fince they 
were prefent at the theatre, and diftinguifhed them. 
felves from the heathens. Moreover we find fome 
footfteps of their authority in Phrygia, by the an. 
fwers that an orthodox perfon made to the Monta. 
nifts, who accufed them of being murderers of the 
prophets, ‘* Is there one of them that, from the 
“* origin of their fect, has been perfecuted by the 
‘© Jews, or killed by the impious? Is there any wo. 
“* man who has been whipped in the fynagogues or 
‘* {toned ?”? This author attributes ro the Jews the 
perfecution of the Chriftians, and the branches that 
divided Chriftianity. Fle adds the power of tcourg- 
ing. ‘The uncontrouled and numerous rabble in 
Afia, in Marcus Aurelius’s time, purfued the Chrif. 
tians in the itreets with ftones, and fometimes cruci- 
fied them, It is even very probable that Thrafeas, 
bifhop of Eumenia, or of Emalhifar, in Phrygia 
Pecatiana, was martyredin this manner. The cir. 
cumcifed muit have been numerous in this part of 
the world, fince Montanus endeavoured to allure 
them, by giving the name of Jerufalem to two lit- 
tle cities of Phrygia, which he looked upon as the 
principal feats of his fect. 


This time produced the converfion and unufual 
baptiim of a vex: A man of this nation travelling, 

in the reign of Marcus Aurelius, with chriftians in 

a defart, was taken with fuch a violent thirft, that it 
was thought he was going toexpire. He demanded 
baptifm with an impatience, which made the Chrif- 

J ; y deftitute of water. 
One of them fupplied the defeét, by taking fand, 41 
which he threw upon the catechumen’s body, pro- fans 
nouncing the baptifin form. The Jew recovered “? 
by this new baptifm, and marched on to the city ig 
of Alexandria. Dionyfius, who was then bifhop 
there, being informed of the faét, ordered the Jew 
Nicephorus adds, 
that fuch another inftance happened under Athana- 
fius; and he has annexed a third example, thatéell 
out in his time at Conftantinople. 


_ The converfion of Hegefippus, who lived at that ,... 
time, feems alfo dubious to many. Ic is agreed cass 
that he was a Jew, and that he embraced Chrif- 
tianity ; but fome fectarifts reprefent him as a kind 
of half Chriftian, in not being brought to give 
up certain tenets he had imbibed from his infancy. 


Though the truth would not be weakened by the 
lofs of its defenders, and by the judgment we form 
at this day of his doctrine, yet we cannot forbear _ 
faying, that the arguments produced againft him 4# 
are very weak. For Eufebius only fays, that he » 
had publifhed feveral things drawn from the He- 
brew and Syriac gofpel, and the unwritten tradi- 
tions of the Jews. It thoeld therefore be concluded, 
that he continued a Jew, becaufe he ufed the un- 
written traditions of the fynagogue; as it is con- 
cluded he was an Ebionite, becaute he has fome- 
times quoted the Hebrew gofpel. Neverthelefs, no- 
body denies that he embraced Chrittianiry. Hege- 
fippus fays, that he went to Corinth, -where the 
church continued conftant in the purity of the faith; 
and that Primus, who was then bifhop of it, gave 
him great comfort by the difcourfes they had con- 
cerning the truth. From thence he went to Rome; 
and maintained conftant communion with the bi- 
fhop who held the jee. The church of Corinth 
was neither Arian nor Ebionite. Hegefippus attri- 
bites to it the profeffion of a true faith. He united 
with this bifhop, and converfed with him about 
this pure faith: it is therefore indifputable that He- 
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‘Auguitus, and who would not have the emperors 
acknowledged for their lords, nor tribute paid to 
them. This {piric of fedition was till in being; and 
thete teCtaries were thofe who had caufed the terrible 
rebellions which compleated the ruin of the nation. 
The Elemero-baptifts are charged by Epiphanius 
with having incorporated all the errors of the Pha- 
rifees and Sadducees; but I do not fee what reafon 
there is for this acculation; for cheir name only de-. 
notes their care co wafh themfelves every day, or 
many timesinaday. It was a branch of the Phari- 
fees that Chrift raxed with fondnefs for wafhings, 
and who atterwards leparated from the body of the 
feét to make a particular one, and perhaps a more 
rigid one in point of washings. 


Hegefippus reckons the Mafbothaeans amongit 
the Jewith feéts. This lect arofe atter our Saviour; 
for they are not known from the goipel, nor by any 
more ancient author. We diicover their true opi- 
nion in the apoftolical conftituticns: they denied a 
Providence, and believed that every thing happened 
by chance: they alfo rejeéted the doétrine of the 
immortality of the foul. So that the Mafbothaeans 
were a branch of the Sadducees ; as che Hemero- 
baptifts proceeded trom the Pharifces. I know 
not wherefore it has been thought that their name 
was borrowed from the fabbath, which they ob- 
ferved more religioufly than others; for there is no 
analogy betwixt the terms Ma{bothaeans and Sabba- 
tarians. Jt was the character of the heretics of 
that time to confound languages, and to coin un- 
known words from them. There were other Maf- 
bothaans, difciples to Simon Magus, which Theo- 
doret has diftinguifhed from the Jewifh jectaries, 
and with reafon, for they derived that pedigree from 
one Mafbothzeus, their founder, and may be ranked 
among Chriftian heretics. 
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Juttin Martyr gave Tryphon a very different ac- 
count of the feéts that divided the Jews of his 
age, though he was cotemporary with Hegefippus. 
de paffes over the Effenes in filence, as if they were 
vanifhed; and I could eafily believe that Hege- 
fippus only mentioned them becaufe they had tor- 
merly made a confiderable {chifm in the nation. 
Juftin Martyr maintains three feéts, the Genifts, 
the Merifts, and the Hellenifts. It is faid the Ge- 
nilts derived their glory from being the defcendants 
of Abraham, the Father of the faithful. The Me- 
rifts divided the Scripture, and did not receive all 
the prophets, becaufe they were animated by diffe- 
rent {ptrics. Thefe Merilts might be thofe_men- 
tioned by Benjamin of Tudela. He found a fchifm 
at Cairo, becaufe the Jews of Babylon, and of the 
Track, divided the Scripture differently from thofe 
Of Syria. The former fo partitioned it, as to read 
ttallin oneyear; the others multiplying the fections, 
read it but in three years. Scaliger imagined that 
the {chifm was between the Greeks and Babylo- 
nians, becaufe he had read in Benjamin the word 
igrikim, which he tranflated the Greeks. But Con- 
4 tantine the emperor, who publifhed and tranflated 
4 (Us travels, read te irreakin. "The Jews of the Irack 
Were perhaps Hegefippus’s Merifts; who began ‘to 
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and the church, whofe purity of faith he commends 
ae that he held the doétrine received at Corinth 


Hegefippus informs us, that there were traditi- 
ons among the Jews, and that they were not writ- 
We have reaion therefore to think, 
thac Judah the Saint, did not compofe the Mifnah 
til Commodus’s reign, towards the end of the fe- 
cond century, fince they were not yet publifhed in 
Hegelippus’s time, who lived under Marcus Anto- 
ninus. F.ulebius had firft placed him under Adrian ; 
but it feems that he difcovered his error, and cor- 


Hegefippus fpeaks of four famous fects among 
Bamong the Jews 5 the Samarians, the Pharifees, the Sad- 
ducces, and che Effenes ; to which he adds the Ga- 
‘Thefe were the. followers of that famous 
Judas, who role in the days of the taxing made by 
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feparace about the manner of reading and dividing 
the Scripture. ee 
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The Hellenifts began alfo to fet up anew fect, of 
which it will not be amifs to trace the original. 
After the conquefts of Alexander the Grear, a dii- 
tinétion was made of the Hellenilt Jews, which is 
exprefled in great characters in the gotpel. — 
name was given them becauie they were mingled 
with the Greeks, {poke their language, and read the 
Holy Scriptures in it after they were cranflated. 
We obferve this only dilference between them and 
the other Jews, with whom otherwife they partook 
in the fame religion, facrifices, and ceremonies. 


Scaliger imagined that the jealoufy and hatred 
were of very long ftanding betwixt thele two parts 
of the nation, and that they had always made a 
kind of ichifm. They reproached the Hellenilts 
with reading the Scripture in the Egyptian, way, 
from the Jeft to the right, and this was a kind of 
an affront. From reproaches they came to blows; 
and whilft the fecond temple ttood, Mleazar, the 
fon of Tfadoc, entering the fynagogue of the Alex- 
andrians ac Jerufalem, laid the moft_piovoking 
things his rage could fuggett. Scaliger found traces 
of this fchiim as low as the ewelith century. 


If Scaliger was right, the {eet of the Hellenifts 
would be much more ancient than we make ie. But 
though there was fome jealouly betwixt the bietle- 
nifls and the Jews of Paleftine, yet ic proceeded 
not to feparation or ichifm. ‘Ihe Lelienifts were 
even permitted co build many fynagogues at Jeru- 
falem gor their ufe, where they performed their de- 
votions; whilft Jofephus has related no dilpute 
upon this matter, nor Philo complained that his 
countrymen were ill ufed. 


The learned are divided, and run into extremes, 
as tothe rife, caufe, and time of the divifion. Some, 
as Salmafius, think they have proved, that the 
Bible was never read in Greek, becaule it was noc 
readin Arabic, which was more common, and better 
known by the Jews than the Greek could be. Ano- 
ther joins together both Helleniits and. Jews into 
one fynagogue at Jerulalem ; and fancies that he 
finds a proof of it in the hittory of the Acts, where 
the Jews and Greeks were divided about the crea - 
tion of the deaconeffes ; which could not have hap- 
pened had they not been both in the fame fyna- 
gogue, as if the queflion there was not about the 
converted Greeks and Jews, who made but one 
body in the church, where they could not continue 
long without dividing. 


Others, prepoffeffed in favour of the Septua- 
gint verfion, find it every where, and exalt it far 
above the original. The fafelt way is toembracea 
due medium. Neceffity required that the Eclle- 
nifts, who underftood not Hebrew, fhould read the 
Jaw in Greek in their fynagogues. Though ic were 
true that Philo, and fome other of the learned, 
underftood the Syriac, there would be ftill the fame 
neceffity of the Greek verfion for that great number 
of Hellenifts that were in Egypt, and in_all the 
great cities of Afia under the Roman jurifdiction. 
The Jews of Jerufalem could not condemn this 
practice, fince they had fuch another in ufing the 
Chaldee paraphrafes ; and when there were no writ- 
ten paraphraies, they filled up this defeét by an ex- 
plication of each verfe, which cuftom being as an- 
cient as Ezra, authorized that of the Greek verfions 
in all the places where the Chaldee was not the lan- 
guage of the country. Simeon, the fon of Gama- 
Tiel, who lived at the time of ‘Titus’s war, deter~ 
mined that the law might be read and written in 
Greek. We fhall fee hereafter why the Gemara 
has limited this decifion to the five books of Mofes. 
We may add that R. Levi, coming to Cefarea, 
where there were many Greeks, was furprized to 
hear the Hebrew words “ Hear O Sfrael” pro- 
nounced in Greek. Bit R. Jofés afked him whe- 
ther thofe that underftood not Hebrew never read 
the law; and added, without waiting for an an- 


3 iwer, 


‘This ' 


559 


560 


Septuagint, 
why cried 
down. 


Various 
tranfattions 


CONTINUATION or tue HISTORY or tur JEWS. 


anfwer, ‘* That whoever reads in a language he 
knows or underftands, does his duty.” 


Lightfoot, who could not deny but that there 
were Greek copies in the fynagogues, imagined that 
they were placed chere by way of precaution, that 
when the heathens came into explode their religion, 
they might be convinced by their own eyes that it 
was not bad. 


To own that there were Greek copies in the fyna- 
gogues, is to confefs that the law was read in this 
Yanguage; and the Hebrews hindered not acuftom 
that was univerfally received in the regions of the 
Roman empire. Neverthelefs, they both of them 
confidered the original as facred, and preferable, as 
well to the verfions as to Chaldee paraphrates, 
becaufe it was God that had made choice of this 
tongue. 


Chriftianicy difturbed this harmony of the Jews. 
The Chriftians difputing with them, always ufed the 
verfion of the L.XX. which not only was better 
known, but more advantageous to them. Juftin 
Martyr produces proofs out of it; for he taxes the 
Hlebrews with having lately ftruck out thefe words 
of Jeremy, ‘‘ I am like a lamb that is Jed to the 
flaughter,”’ which were found in the feventieth ver- 
fion. He carried his proofs farther, in quoting a 
paffage of Efdras, which is no where to be found, 
and which he ts accufed of having put into Greek ; 
though it is more than probable that this fraud 
was more ancient than he that made ufe of it. Thefe 


reproaches, wellor ill grounded, began todifguit the. 


Jews with the Greek verfion, and to give them lefs 
efteem for thofe who were obliged to ufe it. The 
originals were cried up above the verfion, which 
was rejected, and found pernicious: they flew into 
anextreme, and this difpute produced four effects. 
1. The name of Hellenifts became odious; and 
thole that bore it, finding themfelves abufed with 


biccer reproaches, fet up the fect mentioned by. 


Juftin Martyr. Here then you have the origin of 
the feét. 2. They attempted new verfions, of which 
we fhall give an account. 3. The Gemarifts, not be- 
ing able to prohibit the reading of the Greek books, 
confined it to the Pentateuch; becaule thele five 
books contained lefs difputed prophecies chan thofe 
of the other prophets. 4. As the hatred to the 
Hellenifts continually increafed, thofefabulous pro- 
digies were invented, faid to be wrought at the time 
that the Septuagint verfion was compoted, and they 
talked of a faft that was celebrated on the account 
of this verfion, of which no mention is made in the 
Talmud.- Thus it is we difentangle the hiftory of 
the Hellenifts, and not only extricate it with proba- 
bility, but our opinions are founded upon many ir- 
refragable teftimonies. Thefe new fectaries ap- 
peared therefore a little before Juftin Martyr; or 
rather the name of Hellenifts, which was hardly 
odious before, grew fo then, and became the title 


of a fect. 


The different parties fell to work upon -feveral 
tranflations of the Scripture, and this fort of bufi- 
nefs became much in fafhion among the Jews; 
which the Hellenifts we have been fpeaking of 
defired; or elfe they became more neceflary to dif- 
pute againft the Chriftians difperfed over all the 
Romanempire. Aquila was the firft that engaged 
in it; whoie verfion was received with a general ap- 
plaute of the Hellenifts. Origen affirms, That all 
the Jews, who did not underftand the Hebrew, were 
accuftomed to this verfion, which they looked upon 
to be the beit of all. Phileftrius not only fays the 
fame thing, but adds, that fome heretics followed 
it. In the mean time the Thalmudifts, full of that 
jealouly that had for fome time prevailed againft 
the Hellenifts, made their efforts to difguit the 
Ree with it, and reduce them to the Hebrew 

ible. We find, in their writings, feveral ftrokes 
of cenfure again{t the Greek one. The Chriftians 
complained of it, becaufe it came from a fufpected 
hand, and which had robbed them of many paflages 
of Scripture ; but, however, they fometimes made 
ute of it: and Si Jerome who had condemned 
ic, praifed afterwards the exactnefs of the author. 


E Boox! 
Theodotion made another of them. The -Jews 
carried off this conqueft from the charch 3 for 
Theodotion, who was born an heathen, had em. 
braced Chriftianity ; but being brought over ‘ty 
Judaifm, was circumcifed. He was a native of 
Pontus, where he had known Marcion, his country. 
man, and had entered into his fect. From thence 
he went to Ephefus, where the Jews were numeroys 
and confiderable, and he lifted into the fynagogye, 
Ic feems that this was an invafion upon Antoninns’s 
law, who forbad the Jews the making of profelytes 
and circuincifing them. But we have already ob. 
ferved, that thefe laws were ill executedin Afia; ang 
perhaps Marcus Aurelius had revoked them, for 
Theodotion made no myftery of his circumcifion, 
and the Chriftians knew it well enough. He learnt 
of his new mafters Hebrew enough to tranflate the 
Scripture, or rather to copy the Septuagint; for he 
followed them fo clofe, that Origen made ule of his 
verfion to fill up che chafins and vacuities that were 
found in the Septuagint. It is faid that he publifhed 
it in the firft year of Commodus’s reign, according 
to the cuftom of that time; for the learned tooka 
pride co publifh their works in the Decennalia or 
Vicennalia, and at the birth of princes, or when 
they came tothethrone. Not to difpute about this 
cuftom, did a Jew make a fufficient figure in the 
empire to honour Commodus’s coronation bya ver- 
fion of the Holy ScHporess As odious as his per- 
fon muft have been, the Chriftians reaped fome ad- 
vantage by his work ; and read publicly his tran- 
flation of the prophet Daniel, becaute that of the 
Septuagint was full of faults; or rarher becauk 
this verfion was by an hand that was much inferior 
to thofe that had worked upon the Pentateuch, 
Alfo the Ebionites and Nazarenes preferred it be. 
fore all others. Symmachus compofed a third tran- 
flation in Severus’s reign. It appeared much clearer, 
and more ufeful than the preceding ones; becautt 
this author had more refpect to the fenfe than to the 
fignification of words. ‘The Chriftians made ufe of 
all thefe tranflations ; though they were only made 
to their prejudice, and by doétors that infinitely 
hated them. However, the verfion of the Septua- 
gint {till raifed its head above all rhefe new tangled 
pieces. In the mean time it muft be owned that 
they were only undertaken to weaken its autho- 
rity, to hinder its being ufed in the fynagoput 
as it hitherto had been, and co prevent the Chril- 
tians, who difputed with the Jews, from drawing 
objections out of it. For, indeed, theié lalt inter- 
preters had robbed us of Haiah’s oracle, ‘“* A vi 
gin fhall bring forth.” 









CHAP. VI. 


The Fews firmly attached to Severus, who makes wit 
againft the Parthians, Severus extends the war into 
Fudea, but is very favourable to the Fews. Expls- 
uation of a law admitting Fews into offices. Iv 
ferences drawn therefron. The Fews are favoured 
under Caracalla. Traditions peculiar to the Hd: 
lenifts, and others to the Fews. ‘Fachanan compils 
the Talinud. Account of it. Clemency of Alexandit 
Severus to the Fews. 


pee: Niger being proclaimed emperol t« 
in Syria, endeavoured tomake Judzea, which was 
adjacent, declarefor him; and finding this people 

an unfhaken fidelity for Severus, he did themall it 
mifchief that the fhortnefs of his reign could permt ™ 
him, Severus was not fo fenfible at frft as he oust ‘ 
to have been of their firm atrachment to him. »* 

fides, he was taken up with more important affairs; 
being obliged to carry the war into the eafl agai 
Vologefus, king of Parthia. The Jews, whowe® 
numerous betwixt the Tigris and the Euphrat, 
fuffered much from this war. Adiabena, whole 
kings had profeffed Judaifim at the end of the {ai 

century, and the beginning of this, was ravage 
Babylon and Seleucia were taken. The ficg¢ os 
Ctefiphon lafted long, becaufe the Romans vat 
reduced to the feeding on herbs and roots: oe 

Bee : ; 





ox I. 
city being carried by ftorm, part of its inhabitants 
were put to the fword, and 100,000 perfons carried 
prifoners out of it. 


We are told that Severus, being apprehenfive 
that the Jews, difperfed in the eaft, woulddeclare for 
Vologetus, foftened them by many edicts. But it 
does not appear that they were diftinguifhed from 
the rett of the fubjects of the Parthian empire, and 
the favourable ediéts were not promulgated till 
after the war. 


On the contrary, Severus, at his return, marched 
into Judea; and Eutebius fays pofitively, chat he 
made war with the Samarians and Jews. — Befides, 
the fenate, confounding what the tather had done 
in Syria, and the fon in Judaza, decreed a Jewifh tri- 
umph. Theemperor, in the famejourney, made fe- 
veral laws relating to Paleftine, one of which pro- 
hibited the turning Jew. He left chis nation liberty 
to circumcife their children; bur hindered the re- 
ceiving profelytes, and iniciating ftrangers by this 
cuftom. They had an abode, and fome fettlements, 
jn Galilee; but the inhibition of living at Jerufa- 
lem was ftill in force in Severus’s reign. Ie cannot 
then be doubted but Severus declared againft this 
nation in the firft year of his reign. 


But at length he grew more favourable to them, 
when he was apprized of their fidelity; or, which 
was; perhaps, 2 more prevailing motive, as he was 
beyond mealure covetous, when he came to know 
that they had many rich and confiderable perfons, 
who would be glad to purchafe his protection on 
any terms. Accotdingly we find feveral of them 
raifed to high pofts, and preferred to the Chriftians, 
who were perfecuted with grievous impolts, 


‘There was another law made in the fame prince’s 
reigh, importing, that “ the privileges of the Jews 
tino extending only to things that might prejudice their 
kes religion, they fhould be called to the ‘Tutelage of 
©) che heathens hike the reft.” Guardianfhip was bur- 
RE chenfome in all ages. Neverthelefs, itrangers were 





ce excluded from it at Rome; and a man could not 
'§ — exercife it without being a denizen of this great 
| city. Neverthelefs, this prince perfecuted the Chiril- 
%  tians, inftead of promoting them to dignities. 
: 

rc,  Thefe laws therefore fhew that the Jews were 
élixs. looked upon as Roman citizens, fince they, were 


+ 





charged with the guardianfhip not only of children 
of their own nation, but with that of idolatrous 
ftrangers, and that they were capable of offices, and 
diversemployments; and this irrevocable edict was 
oblerved for a great many years; but at lait Leo 
abolifhed it. ‘There was a claufe in the law of Se- 
verus which rendered it doubly advantageous; for, 
by giving the Jews the enjoyment of all the privi- 
leges of Roman citizens, they were left the liberty 
of refufing offices of court, and being made decu- 
rions; becaufe if there was any degree of honour 
in thefe pofts, yet they were too burthenfome. T hey 
were fhunned inftead of being canvaffed for; and 
thofe that were called to them were forced toan ac- 
ceptance. The emperors fhewed favour to fuch as 
they exempted from them; and the eunuchs of 
Conftantius made a trade of thefe immunities, which 
they fold. His fucceflor Julian has been highly 
commended for cancelling all thefe exemptions, and 
for being fo rigorous in that refpect, that he fearcely 
franted it to thofe who endeavoured to difcharge 
themfelves on the moft plaufible pretences. Seve- 
rus therefore fhewed great favour to the Jews in al- 
lowing them thefe exemptions, and this puffed them 
up with pride and infolence, efpecially againft the 
Perfecuted Chriftians: : 


St. Jerome fays, that, in the twelfth year of Se- 
verus, a jubileé was celebrated. This term is pe- 
culiar to the Jews; but Scaliger has remarked, that 
whatfoever way we reckon the years, the Jewith ju- 
bilee could not happen inthis. _ The Chriftians had 
borrowed this word from the fynagogue. But yet 
It was nota jubilee-of the church; and thofe that 
fhould refer the origin of that celebrated at Rome 
to ale, would be grofsly miftaken; but Severus 
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caufing the fecular games to be celebrated in the 
empire, the Chriftians, who partook in the feait, 
called it a jubilee. 


gGr 


Caracalla followed his father’s fteps; nor can it be the Jews 
doubted but that he loved the Jews from his child- aretavoured 


hood, fince one of them at court, who was his play-. 
fellow, being whipped by the emperor's order, he 
was fo afflicted, that he would not fee his father for 
feveral days. So that, as we do not find he aéted 
againit the Jews, we have reafon to belieye that they 
took the advantage of a quiet interval to make their 
colleétion of traditions. 


calla. 


under Cara- 


Theré were two forts of traditions; foe that were Tradition: 


peculiar to the Hellenifts, and others received by the 


peculrin te 
the Hel- 


Hebrews of the Holy Land, defcended from the tenins, and 


Pharifees. 
fore-cited authors, were actually unknown, and re- J 
jected by the Tiberian doctors, whofe conternpt and 
hatred of the Greeks increated daily. 


The former traditions, vented by the othestothe 


Traditions, both Jewifh and Hellenift, were by Muy apo. 


this time grown very numerous, 
and writers of both not a few. In this 
flourifhed the famed Jochanan, chief of the Ama- ume. 
raijen, or commentators on the Mifnah, and com- 
piler of the Jerufalem Valmud. The moit pro- 
bable fuppofition is, that he was born about the 
Jatter end of the fecond century, or Anno Don. 
184 or 185. Some writers pretend that he was 
chofen chief of the academy of ‘Yiberias in the 
fifteenth year of his age, which is improbable, and 
-contrary to the praétice of the Jews, becauie his 
mafter was ftill alive; and Caniner, whom he ap- 
pointed his fucceffor, is affirmed, by the Jewifh 
chronologifts, to have enjoyed the dignity about ten 

ears more; fo that the fooneft he can be {uppofed to 
have afcended the chair is about anno 225, and 
about the fortieth year of his age, by which time he 
had an opportunity fufficient to finith his ftudies un- 
der thofe two matters, in order to qualify himfelf 
for his great work, in which he was affifted by two 
other Jearned rabbies, R. Samuel, and Rab, or Rau, 
who had likewife been difciples of his two matters, 
Judah the Saint, and R. Chanina. 


The following is a brief account of this famous 
roduction, commonly known by the name of the 
ierofolymitan Talmud. 


The word Talmud fignifies ** Doétrinc,” and is 
emphatically given to this work as being a compleat 
fyilem or body of it, or of the religion and morals of 
the Jews. ‘Lhey have two of that name and im- 
port, viz. this of Jerufalem, which is the fhorter, 
and more ob{cure, of the two; as likewile the more 
ancient by near one century; and that of Babylon, 
of which we fhall fpeak in its proper place. ‘It is 
properly a comment upon the Mifhah of Judaly 
FHakkadath. 


Judah had fearcely finifhed his own work, before 
he had the mortification to fee a collection of dif- 
ferent traditions publifhed, and afterwards inferted 
in the Mifnah. Toremedy, therefore, this evil, thefe 
three great men wrote this comment upon it, which 
being compleated in Judea, and in the Hebrewthen .- 
in ule, was {tiled the Gemarrah, or Perfeéfion, and 
this and the Mifnali together made that which is 
called the Talmud of Jerufalem. 


This Talniud, eutiventhed by the title of ** Hie. 
rofolymitan,” being ftill found not only too fuccint, 
as well as too obfcure, by reafon of the barbarous 
terms it had borrowed from other nations, gave 
birth to the Babylonian Talmud, compiled by 
Rabbi Afe, a learned difciple of the great Jochanan, 
who left the academy of ‘Tiberias, and went to pre- 
fide at that of Sara, near Babylon, where he conti.. 
nued in that dignity about forty years, during which 
he compiled his Gemarrah, or comment upon the 
Mifnah of Judah the Saint; and from the place 
where he wrote it, it came to be ftiled the Babylo- 
nian Talmud. Afe did not live to finifhit, butthis 
was effected by his fons, and fome of his difciples; fo 
that it became a vaft body or collection of traditions 
concerning a canon laws of the Jews, and of vie 
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the queftions relating to the Jewifh law, wherein 
the Mifnah is the text, and the Gemarrah the com- 
ment upon it. 


‘The Jews in general prefer this Babylonian Tal- 
mud, on accountof its clearnefs and fullnefs, above 
that of Jerufalem; and though it abounds with ri- 
diculous fables and ftories, they will not fuffer any 
one to call it in queftion without the cenfure of he- 
refy. We fhall difpenfe with giving a farther ac- 
counts of that voluminous work, and only obferve, 
that the learned Maimonides hath given us an ex- 
cellent abridgement of it, in which he has thrown 
out all that was puerile and ridiculous, and con- 
fined himfelf to a collection of the moft material 
cafes and decifions that are contained in it. This 
epitome, which he ftiles “* Yad Khazchah,” or, 
“* Strong Hand,” is therefore much preferable to the 
Talmud itfelf, as being one of the moft complete 
bodies of the Jewifh laws that ever was written. 


Hitherto the Jews had lived in peace and happi- 
nefs, but had nearly fuffered a moft dreadful perfe- 
cution in the reign of Heliogabalus. That whim- 
fical prince caufed himfelf to be circumcifed, and 
abttained from {wine’s flefh out of devotion to his 
gods. He might have borrowed this from the Jews, 
in whofe neighbourhood he had been brought up, 
and with whom his family had intimate correfpon- 
dence. But all this predile€tion would not have fe- 
cured them from his violence, had not death pre- 
vented it. 


Lampridius relates, that this prince, having built 
a fine temple to the honour of Heliogabalus, or- 
dered the Palladium, the veftal fire, the mother of 
the gods, and whatfoever was held mofkt facred by 
the Romans, to be conveyed thither, being refolved 
that Heliogabalus fhould be the only perfon to be 
worfhipped. To render this union of worfhip more 
compleat, he formed the defign of introducing the 
’ Samarians and Jews religion, who were well known 
tohim. The lives and fortunes of the Jews de- 
pended upon the execution of this defign ; for they 
would never have confented to have worfhipped the 
fun in the empeiors temple, with that heap of-cere- 
monies his religion confifted of; and they could ex- 
pect nothing but death, and the moft cruel tortures, 
trom a prince whom the hiftorians compare to the 
Neros, and other monfters that have governed the 
empire. The unexpected death of this prince, who 
was affaMinated by his foldiers, fecured them from 
this impending danger. Indeed, he only fays, ir 
was a defign of the emperor’s, and that he talked of 
doing it. Befide, though Heliogabalus had fent 
the image of his god, and had ordered it to be 
placed in the fenate above victory, even before his 
entrance into Rome, and though the hiftorians re- 
Jate the extravagancies he committed to honour this 
deity, yet it required time to build the temple in 
which all religions were to be combined. Eufebius 
Says, it was not raifed till the year of his death; and 
fo God thereby preferved them, as well as the 
DEHN, from a fcourge that was likely to deftroy 
them. 


‘he clemency of Alexander Severus contributed 
doubtlefs to the flourifhing ftate of the Jews; for, 
indeed, this prince openly favoured that nation. The 
wits of that time called him an Archi-fynagogue of 
Syria; becaufe he favoured the Jews, correfponded 
with them, and was initructed in their religion, of 
which hehad received fometinGure from his mother 
Mammea._ Indeed, this prince had a variety of re- 
ligions in his head. Fle never abandoned the gods 
of his fathers, nor the heathen idolatry, which {till 
prevailed. Bue he lifted among thefe gods Abra- 
ham, the Father of the faithful, and the great pa- 
triarch of the Jews. It feems as if he only did it 
to rectify the defign Heliogabalus had formed of 
ranking the Samarran, Jew, and Chriftian, with the 
heathens in the fame temple; but he did it with 
candour and charity. 


Alexander Severus was for having the names of 
the officers he ient into the provinces proclaimed, 
and the people licenfed to accule them; becaufe, as 
the Jews and Chriftians proclaimed their priefts, that 


! at Babylon, and had a more exact Knowledge o 

















































they might be known, itwas fit the famething fhoulg 
be done in point of governors, who were entrutted 
with the lives and fortunes of the people. In fine 
he often repeated this maxim, which he had learnt 
from the Jew and Chriftian, “* Do not to others 
what ye would ot have them do unto you.” 


The following emperors continued the tranqui). 
lity which this nation enjoyed. Philip, who was 
born in Arabia, where the Jews had fo great a com). 
merce, gave them countenance. , Decius, who per- 
fecuted the Chriftian church in hatred to the protec. 
tion Phitip had granted it, might have confounded 
them with it. But, befides that the difference of 
thefe two religions was well known, it does not ap. 
pear that they had any fhare in the fhort and vig. 
lent perfecutions this prince brought upon the 
church. Nor muft they be admitted into Valerjan’s 
perfecution, nor confidered as the authors of it: 
though Dionyfius of Alexandria fays, this prince 
was compelled to ic by an Archi-fynagogue of 
Egypt. 


‘We may obferve, that they place the dodtor Sce- 
{ciath at the end of the third century. He was 
blind, but neverthelefs became very learned. He 
had alfo adiipute with the Chriftians. Tiwo works 
are afcribed to him; one upon the Cabala, which 
was an explication of the Splendors, the manufcript 
of which was in the Heidelberg library: the other 
was a Targum, or a Chaldee paraphrafe upon the 
Scripture. . 


CHAP. VII. 


State of the Fews in the eaft. They are greath fu- 
voured by the Romans. Learned men amoug them it 
that part of the world. 'The Fews perfecuted ly 
Sapor. The Perfians make war againft the Romais, 
The Fews ave greatly favoured by Zenobia. Sapor is 
vanquifhed by Odenatus. Zenobia is defeated by Ax- 
relius, and afterwards lives in retirement. 


Lui is now time to pafs over the Euphrates, and 
_ give fome account of the eaftern Jews, of their 
princes and chiefs, of their captivity, their acade- «4 
mies, and molt celebrated doétors, and fuch other «2 
traniactions as may be deemed worthy of notice. 
Thefe chiefs and doctors did not begin before the 
third century to make a figure, and to found their 
moft celebrated academies. We therefore think thac 
this new dignity was not introduced into Babylon till 
the time of Huna, the fon of Nathan, who was co- 
temporary with Judah the Saint, and flourifhed about 
the year 220, or, at the earlieft, under his- father, 
about the beginning of the third century. Even 
then their authority could be but fmall, con- 
fidering the flavery under which the Jews groane 
from the Parthians, Romans, and other tyrants, 
whatever titles they might beftow on them to raile 
the credit of their nation. 


Artaxerxes, the famed reftorer of the Perfian mo- 
narchy, died aboutanno 244, and was fucceeded by ,, 
his fon Sapor, from whom the princes of that new : 
fucceffion took their name. Both of them becam 
Great favourers of the Jews, and fhewed an extra 
ordinary efteem for the rabbies. They had been hi- 
therto much defpifed, but under his and the follow- 
ing reigns, they had fo great an authority, that the 
ftate was governed by their advice. Indeed, this ws 
the time that their academies at Babylon were 
erected and grew famous, of which, and the doc- 
tors that then Hourifhed, the following is an a 
count, 


Samuel, the aftronomer, had left Judza to go int |v 
the eait. He fettled at Nahardea, which he render: =" 
ed very famous by his altronomical letures. He 
found out the method of fixing the four revoll- 
tions of the year, or the folitices. ie was coui- 
fellor to Huna, prince of the captivity. He is {48 
to die in the year 250 of the Chrittian ara. 18 
glory was eclipfed by that of Ada, who was ite 

phe 
courle 





courfe of the fun than his predeceffor. There werc, 
indeed, at that time very confiderable men of their 
nation at Babylon, as well as learned men in their 


acadenies. 


The honour of this academy was fupported by 
two great men, who lived in the fame century ; one 
of whom was Jehudah, the fon of Mliezar. He railed 
himielf'by his learning much above the proteffor of 
Sora, who could not ftand againit him, but by his 
alliance with the princes of the captivity. We find 
in the Babylonian Talmud abundance of his deci- 
fions. Mis hatred of the heathens, whom he com- 
pares to affes, manifettly appears there. But this 
averfion to .ftrangers has generally railed the glory 
of doétors inftead of depreifing it. Nachman alfo 
poflefed this chair, and kept up the fucceffion of 
eminent dostors. ‘This was the {tate of one of their 
eaftern academies in the third century. Let us 
pais to that of Sora, which is no lefs noted. 


Abba Aricha, who is entitled Rau, by way of 
excellence, and known only by that name, had gone 
into Judaa, to ftudy under Judah the Saint, with 
Samuel, the aftronomer. But, after his mafler’s 
death, he returned to Babylon to teach there. He 
refuled to fettle ac Nahardea, to avoid competion 5 
but erected his academy at Sora, where he remained 
till his death. One of the princes of Babylon, called 
Adarchan, was fo fond of him, that he went to 
hear his lectures, and was circumcifed. They make 
him the author of a commentary upon Ruth, and 
fome other books. But as the number of authors 
was very great at that time, their works are hard 
to be diftinguifhed. Rau determined that the fyna- 
gogues ought to be raifed above all the houtes of 
acity. ‘Che city where it is not fo fhall! perifh, faicl 
he; tor God hath extended mercy unto us to fet up 
his houfe. He never went tu fea with an infidel, lett 
God fhould exercile his judgment at that time. He 
imagined the Romans were to become matters of 
all the world. 


Huna, a relation to the prince of the captivity, 
and or the fame name, fuccceded him in this aca- 
demy, and pluming himfeli upon this alliance, or 
being full of vanicy, was the firft that took the 
ticle of prince of the academy. Ie had an hundred 
and fixty volumes of che law; but one was found 
Megitimate, becaufe it was as long as broad. ‘This. 
may fuffice to give us an idea of the character of 
thele princes of the academy, and what taite they 
had for learning. 


Let us add another learned man, called Cohana. 
He had left his country, like the reft, to go and 
ftudy in Judsea, which was the route then in 
fafhion. .A man was not thought to be learned un- 
lefs he had feen the academy of Tiberias. Having 
heard Jochanan, and feen the patriarch Samuel, he 
returned to Babylon, where he officiated as a pricit. 


All the learned, that fought a retreat in the Per- 
fian empire, and ercéted academies there, demon- 
ttrate that Artaxerxes treated them with great cle- 
mency. 

But thefe Magi did not enjoy that uninterrupted 
felicity under the reignof Sapor, as they had done 
under his father and predeceffor. It appearsthat he 
correfponded with the rabbins, and difputed with 
them. Asit was not the cuftom of the Perfians to 
bury their dead, he wondered that the Jews fhould 
do it. He fence for Chafda, one of the learned of 
that time, who was afterwards prefident of the aca- 
demy of Sora, and had under him twelve thoufand 
icholars. He afked the reafon of this cuftom, and 
required him to prove it by an exprefs paffage of 
the law. The doétor was reduccd to filence: but 
another, that was more fubtle, evaded the objection; 
and, inftead of a precept, produced examples. Sa- 
por likewife quoted the example of Mofes, who was 
nee buried. The doctors ftill evaded the difficulty, 
by faying, that the people wept for him. 


_ This prince from controverfy came to perfecu- 
tions as appears from a Jewifh hiftorian, who had 
read, in the annals of Perfia, which had been fent 
to the king of Spain, that the people of his nation 
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had till then been very happy under the dominion of 


the Perfians, becaule their rabbins had learning and 
integrity equal to that of the dectors who lived be- 
fore the fall of the temple. But the people, elated 
by the efteem they were held in, obliged the king to 
perfecute them, He refitted cheir importunity fome 
time; but fearing the people woulst mutiny, and 
the racher becauie the Arabians threatened him with 
a war, he imprifoned, again{t his will, three of che 
principal Jews of his dominions, and endeavoured 
to force them, by fcourging, to renounce their reli- 
gion; but they bore it with conitancy. Being mor- 
tified withthis unfuccefsful attempt, he made all the 
princes of the Jews prifoners, and tortured them 
to the utmoft extreme. But God avenged their 
caule; for the Perfians were no longer fo happy as 
they were betore. ‘The Arabians made war againit 
them, and bound al] the Perfian kings with tetters. 
Vhe, king of the Arabians fence officers, with pro- 
miles to the Jews, that, Wf they would retire to his 
territories, they fhould enjoy full liberry of con- 
{cience, becaule a religion embraced by conitraint 
becomes ulclefs. Vhe Perfians perceiving that the 
violence they had exercifed drew thele chattifements 
upon them, permitced the Jews the’ profeilion of 
their religion, 

The Perfians had again taken up arms againft the 
Romans, and befieged Antioch, which was forced 
to durrender. Capitolinus, who is quoted as an evi- 
dence, fays, that the Perfians held it, when Gordian 
came to the affiftance of the fubjects of the empire. 
‘This prince obtained many advantages by means of 
Milictheus, his father-in-law, and prefectof the Pras 
torium, who took Correa: Nifibis, and drove Sa- 
por to his capital. Gordian marched to the extre- 
mities of Perfia, where he was killed by Philip. 
Vhe foldiers, in honour to their commander’s me- 
mory, fet up a tomb with this infcription: ** To 
Gordian, conqueror of the Perfians, of the Goths, 
and Sarmatians; to him that appeafed the feditions 
of the Romans, who conquered the Germans, and 
could not conquer the Philippi.” The Latin word 
is equivocal, and may fignity that he could not con- 
quer, or keep the field of batrle at Philippi, becaufe 
he had been beaten there by the Alanes, or elfe he 
had been conquered by the Philips, who had caufed 
him to be killed. Vhis infcription was engraven in 
Perfian and Jewifh characters, that every one might 
read it; and is a farther confirmation that there 
were, at that time, abundance of Jews in the Per- 
fian dominions, and that they fpoke Hebrew, be- 
caufe theie characters were uled to.communicate to 
them the encomiums beftowed on Gordian. 


The fplendor of the Jews revived through the 
means of Zenobia, who might be ftiled the queen of 
the eaft. ‘Phis princefs, who became fo famous, had 
married Odenatus, king of Palmyra, and com- 
mander of the Saracens of that country, which was 
but aday’s march from the Euphrates. Odenatus, 
feeing every thing ftoop before Sapor, fent him pre- 
fents, and wrote to him in teftimony of his tub- 
mifion. The conqueror, who had penetrated al- 
ready into Cappadocia, and taken Ca:farea, tore 
Odenatus’s letter, and ordered his prcfents to be 
thrown into the river. Being exafpcrared of him- 
felf, and by Zenobia, a moft haughty princefs, he 
made an alliance with the Romans, declared war 
with Sapor, gave him many battles, which he al- 
ways won, and obliged this victor of fo many pro- 
vinces to give up all the treafures he had amaffed in 
Syria, in the garrifon of Edeffa, to purchafe his re- 
treat. Odenatus purfued him, ravaged Mefopota- 
mia, routed the nobility of the kingdom feveral 
times, who were affembled upon bufinels of fiate, 
and twice befieged his enemy in Ctefiphon. Bur, 
after divers conquefts, and being declared Augul- 
tus, Zenobia, his wife, who would reign alonc, 
caufed him to be flain, with a fon he had by a.for- 
mer wife. 


Zenobia had been brought up in the Jewifh re- 
ligion, and was a zealous profeffor of it. She is 
recorded to have built a great number of flately 
fynagogues, and to_have raifed the Jews to the 
higheit dignities. It cannot be doubted but the 
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Jews made great ule of her protection, and became 
very potent in the eaft under Odenatus, her huf- 
band, who carried every thing before him. When 
fhe came to the throne, fhe added Egypt to her con- 
quefts, extended her arms into Afia Minor, as far 
as Tyana and Ancyra; and paffed into Bithynia, 
where fhe took Chalcedon. 


At this junéture, however, Aurelian began to 
reftore the affairs of the empire, which Zenobia had 
ruined. He entered into Bithynia, which acknow- 
ledged its former mafter without refiftance. From 
thence he went on to Cappadocia, and the gates of 
Tyana being fhut againft him, he vowed vengeance 
on all the inhabitants. Zenobia was at Antioch, 
from whence fhe advaticed with her troops ds far 
as Immes, which was not far from it. The battle 
was fought néar the river Orontes. Aurelian’s 
troops retreated, that my might put the queen’s 
horfemen, who weré heavily armed, out of breath; 
and falling afterwards upon them, they put them 
to flight. Zabdas, who commanded for the prin- 
cefs, forefeeing that Antioch would fhut her gates 
againft him, if they had notice there of his defeat, 
dreffed up a man, and calling him Aurelian, gave 
out that he carried the emperor prifoner. The 
ftratagem was quickly difcovered. He ftaid no 
longer at Antioch than to take Zenobia along with 
him, and make a precipitate retreat. 


A fecond battle was fought, in which Aurelian’s 
cavalry was broken; but whilft the Palmyrenians 
purfued it, they fell upon the infantry, which was 
cutin pieces. Zenobia had no other refource than 
to fhut herfelf up in Palmyra, whofe fituation was 
advantageous. ‘he Perfians, Saracens, and eaftern 
nations, {till devoted to this princefs, notwithftand- 
ing her misfortunes, in vain attempted to fuccour 
her. The Perfians were beaten, and the Saracens 
obliged to lift in Aurelian’sarmy. Zenobia fecretly 
departed out of the city to feek for fuccour among 
the Perfians. But, as fhe was going to pafs the Eu- 
pues Aurelian’s couriers, who purfued her, took 
her prifoner. Palmyra furrendered. Zenobia was 
Jed in triumph with her fon. She was adorned with 
jewels, and mounted upon a ftately chariot, on 
which fhe had hoped to make a triumphant entry 
into Rome, whereas fhe entered like a flave. The 
chariot of her hufband Odenatus was alfo one of 
the ornaments of Aurelian’s triumph, who expofed 
to view whatever was moft rich and precious in the 
eaft, which, by his prefent victories, he had re-united 
tothe empire. Zenobia went to Rome, or rather to 
Tivoli, where fhe had a fmall villa, and lived in 


_ retirement. 


Dottors 
chat flow- 
rithed In the 
eatt, 


Thus vanifhed this glimpfe of profperity and au- 
thority of the Jewifh nation, unlefs it may be faid 
that Vaballat, her fon, to whom Aurelian gave fome 
fovereignty in Armenia, had embraced his mother’s 
religion, and favoured the Jews as fhe had done, 
which is very uncertain. 


Molt of the Jews retired into the cities of Perfia, 
where their doétors continued in fome repute. They 
boafted highly at that time of one Chiia, the fon of 
Afe, who not being able to conquer the foice of 
PoneaPiCents threw himfelf ifito a fmoaking bake- 
houfe. 


There was at that time a famous difputant, who 
not only puzzled the Babylonian dottors, but, to 
fhame them the more, made his wife diipute with 
them. He was called Jeremy, and was matter of ca- 
fuiftry. Other doétors had flocked to Sora, be- 
caufe the academy of Nahardea was fallen with the 
city, which was taken and plundered. Zira, fur- 
named Katrina, was ftill there. He at firft left his 
country to go and ftudy at Tiberias, where he had 
alfo received the impofition of hands; but the au- 
thority and friendfhip of Fluna had recalled him to 
his academy, where he lived till the year 300, when 
defiring to lay his bones in Judaza, he chofe rather 
to carry his living body thither himfelf, than have it 
conveyed alter his death. So that though the Jews 
of Babylon had a great efteem for their own coun- 
try, yet thac hindered not their going to ftudy in Ju- 


‘Boo: 
dzea, whence they commonly returned before they 


died. 


But the moft famed among them was Manes. He 
could by no means be reconciled to the religion of 
the Jews, nor to what was recorded of their na- 
tion déftroying and’exterminating fuch numbers of 
people and kingdoms. He preferred the doétrine of 
the Chriftians, which recommended nothing fomuch 
as love and benignity. Neverthelefs, he held great 
conference with the Jews of Perfia, where he had 
much _correfpondence, whether he defigned to be 
fully inftruéted in the law, or rather defired to re. 
cover them from what he called their infatuation 
The modern Jews are‘not agreed about their an. 
ceftors conference with Manes, and in their kalen- 
dar they fix the origin of his feét towards the end 
of Conftantine’s reign. . 


The perfecution which was raifed againft the 
Chriftians under Dioclefian did not much effect the 
Jewifh nation, either in the eaft or. weft; though 
thofe of the former pretend that he defigned to have 
made them feel the ievereft marks of his refentment, 
for fome {candalous reflections which the difciples 
of Judah the Saint Irad caft upon him; but that they 
found means to appeafe his wrath. 


CHAP. Vill. 


State of the Fews under the Chriftian emperors during 
the fourth century. Prevalence of the buman paf- 
fions. The Fews faid to be feverely perfecuted ly 
Conftantine, who is vindicated from fuch afperfions. 
Converfion of Fofeph. The emperor Conftantine iffues 
an edit for fuppreffing the outrages of the Fews. 
Enaéis feveral laws relative to the Fews. Decrees 
of the council of Elvira. Account of Ravena, or 
famous rabbi of the eaft. Alfo of Fofeph the Blind. 
The Fews raife a perfecution againft the Cbriftians in 
Perfia. Commit great outrages at Alexandria. A 
rebellion againft Conftans. Ediéis of Conftans againft 
the Jews. Converfion of Epiphanius. The emperor 
Fulian grants proteétion to the Fews. A city inthe 
Eaft inhabited by the ten tribes. Conduét of Fovia, 
the fucceffor of Fulian. The Fews greatly favoured by 
Maximus. Vindication of St. Ambrofe. St. Ferome 
efteems the ‘fews. Takes great pains to learn He: 
brew. lis different mafters. Eulogium beftowed on 
him for his learning. 


Ee Jews were not much happier under tlie sx: 
Chriftian emperors than they had been under 
the reign of idolators. Their fate varied according us 
to the genius of princes. The Chriftians were {0 jo, 
galled by the periecutions they had fuffered, that 
they could not fo fuddenly refolve upon a change o 
maxims. Conftantine contented himfelf with mak- 
ing fome laws that confined the Jews’ liberty to 
narrower bounds, though they were the objects o 
his hatred ; but, by degrees, way was given to the 
bent of nature, which tends to the punifhing an 
perfecuting thofe that contradié us in point of re- 
ligion. The councils themfelves, that ought to have 
beer’ more equitable, were of this temper, and be- 
came incendiaries, that inflamed princes againit the 
remains of a miferable nation. We often boaft of ret3} 
humanity, and fancy the inftinéts of nature fuf- ° 
cient to make us compaffionate to other men 3; but 
we do not well confider this miatter. Pride is ano- 
ther principle in mah, who has far the afcendant 
over humanity, and rites upon feeing thofe confide- 
rable parts of mankind, who think differently from 
us, arid affume the privilege of contefting the truths 
we believe ourfelves poffefied of. Humanity fug- 
gefts notions of lenity; but pride quickly impoles 
its filence, inflarhes the heart, and deafens the min 
to the dictates of juftice and equity. And as all men 
are obhoxious to this paffion, it is no wonder to find 
perfecutions in all religions. Thofe that more im- 
inediately appertain to lacred offices, are more ie 
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the fame punifhment, with all their accomplices. 
Herein we {till fee the footfteps of that furious zeal 
which they thought authorized them to_kill thofe 
who were taken in a notorious crime. They ima- 
gined thefe were the precepts of the oral law, and 
faid, that Phineas had executed the verbal order of 
Moles. ‘They produced another example under the 
Maccabees, when Matthias killed a Jew, who was 
practifing heathen ceremonies. The doctors autho- 
rized this practice; for Philo doubted not but God 
had eftablithed it. The Effenes, thofe auftere vota- 
ries, ordered, that if any man had blafphemed a- 
gainit Motes, he fhould be killed. Jofephus fays, 
thar they “* punifhed him with death.?? The inter- 
preter has improperly tranflated it, they ‘* con- 
demned him to death.” For as this teét had no 
power of life and death, it punifhed blafphemers by 
amotion of zeal. Notwithftanding the terrible dif- 
orders, and the torrents of blood that the zealots 
had cautfed to flow at Jerufalem, yet chis dangerous 


than the reft, becaufe they not only are pe up by 
opinion, which raifes them above the evel of men 
of equal birth, but fancy the oppofition made a- 
gaint the myfteries of which they are the defenders 
and minifters, to be a perfonal affront upon them- 
felves: fo that councils commonly authorize and 
begin perfecutions, which kings afterwards carry to 
the utmoft excels. 































The firft event we find in the life of Conftantine 
concerning the Jews is related by Zonaras. This 
hiftorian fays, they had a conference at Rome with 
Lelena, this emperor’s mother, who was yet uncon- 
verted. They reprefented to this princefs, that, 
though her fon had reafon to abolifh heathenifim and 
its idols, yet he had made no great progrefs towards 
his own falvation, fince, inftead of the heroes of 
ancient heathenifm, he worfhipped a man who had 
been crucified but a few ages before. Helena, who 
was devout, and anxious for her fon’s falvacion, 
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, called the doétors to a conference with pope Sylvef- maxim was ftill preferved: and the Mifnah teaches, 
ef ter, who quickly triumphed over the enemies of the that if any one ** renounces the foundation,” (that 
ee Chriftian religion. is, the articles of faith,) he ought to be killed; and, 
i purfuant to this principle, they ttoned, burnt, and 
Ss It is faid, likewife, that Conftantine perfecuted the drowned thofe that deferted them in Conftantine’s 


ur of reign. This obliged him to reprefs that violence ; 


and as they did not obey the firft law, he was forced 






“ circumcifed; for Sc. Chryfoftom affirms, that, upon 
we’ cheir aflembling once to re-build Jerufalem, this 





4 prince, difgufted with the rafh ses iurpriains to make a fecond. 

a them, caufed their ears to be cut off, and afterwards ee ¢ 

i dilperfed them into all the territories of his empire, He alfo forbad the Chriftians to turn Jews, upon Several laws 
: Sept es : dds. th: pain of an arbitrary punifhment. ‘There was more ire enaétea 
a as fo many fugitive Naves. Eutychius adds, that ? y : 

“  Conftantine obliged them all to be baptized, and to || danger in point of Maves, who might be brought by the fume 
Bs ; oF ' 7 over by their matters; and therefore this prince *™°*'- 


cat fwine’s flefh on a paffover day. Perfecution can- 
not be carried farther: but I queftion the truth of 
thefe particulars. Though Chryfottom has great 
i authority in the church, he is liable to error : for the 
i Jews fay themfelves, that it was the emperor Adrian 
dilestin Who cauled their ears to be cut off, like the Naves 
pet which he fold at the fairs of the emperor. Befides, 
@ Jerufalem had been re-built under Conftantine’s 

empire; its bifhop had affifted at the council of 
Nice; and the emperor had railed fuch ftately edi- 
fices in it, that Eufebius told him it was the New 
f= Jerufalem. We may add, that though the Theodo- 
fian code contains many laws againft the Jews, 
under Conftantine’s name, yet there is not one con- 
demning them ‘* to the lofs of their ears, to be bap- 
tized, or to eat {wine’s flefh.” 


But this prince publifhed feveral edicts, which 
acquaint us with the condition and reftlefs humour 
of the Jews under his reign. ‘The firft is one of 
nerfion the moit important: it was iffued upon occafion of 
Meri. Joleph, who had abandoned the fynagogue to em- 
#8 brace Chriftianity. The Jews, incenfed by his con- 
verfion, went to infult him in his houfe; and finding 
that he read the gofpel, forced his book from him, 
loaded him with abufes and blows, and dragged him 
to the fynagogue, where they unmercifully fcourged 
him. But not content with this firft outrage, they 
pufhed him into the river Cydnus, whofe current 
carried him far enough togive them the joyful hopes 
that he was drowned. But God preferved him. He 
received baptifm, made himfelf known at court, and 
obtained the emperor’s leave to build temples in fe- 
veral places where none had been erected before. 
The Jews were fettled at Diocafarea, Tiberias, Na- 
zareth, and Capernaum, and had fo appropriated 
thete cities to themfelves, as not to admit any ftran- 
sers, noc excepting the Samarians, who profeffed 
the fame religion. “Jofeph undertook to introduce 
the Chriftian religion into all thefe cities, and to 
that effeé&t built churches in them. 


publifhed a law, fix months before his death, prohi- 
biting the Jews to circumcife thole in their fervice; 
and giving liberty to all who accufed their matter of 
having circumcifed them, or that embraced Chrif- 
tianity. 
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Conftantine farther ordered, that the Jews might 
be made decurions, becaufe ic was fit that they 
fhould have their fhare in the public burthens: but 
he exempted the patriarchs and priefts, and thofe 
that had confiderable employments in the fyna- 
gogues, becaufe, being taken up by their functions, 
they could not attend to the duties of thofe offices. 
For, indeed, the poft of decurion was not an ho- 
nour, but a fervitude. Every one endeavoured to 
be diicharged from it, by taking other employments 
in the army and_government. They endeavoured 
to exempt themfelves by forme privilege which they 
begged of the emperor. Conftantine granted fo 
many of them, that there was nobody left to fill 
thefe pofts in Julian’s time, which obliged him to 
revoke them all without exception; and this raifed 
murmurs againft him, even after his death, whilft 
others commended him for it. No wonder, then; 
that Conitantine, who did not love the Jews, made 
decurions of them. Such was the condition of the 
Jews under the firft Chriftian prince. 





Under his reign is placed the council of Elvira, Decrees of 
which made two decrees againft the Jews of Spain, she’ counell 
in which country they had great correfpondence “ *!“""*: 
with the Chriftians. They eat and lived fociably to- 
gether; but the council forbad this table fociety, 
upon pain of excommunication to thofe that ear 
with a Jew. The punifhment was grievous, and ab- 
furdly infliéted, fince eating together is an aétion 
party civil; and excommunication ought not to 

e iflued, except for ecclefiaftical crimes: The 
learned commentator of the council of Elvira pre- 
tends, that the council of Nice ordered the fame 
thing in one of its decrees, which had been di€tated 
by Ofius, who was prefident of it, and who was 
for having the difcipline received in the Spanifh 
churches, and admitted into all others. Mendoza is 
miftaken; for the canon he quotes was never made 
by the council of Nice. He took it from the Ara- 
bians, who have falfely imputed to this council 
many canons it never made. Nor do we know what 
the Arabians mean by quoting the apoftles in their 
decree; for St. Paul was fo fa from condemning 
the commerce of civil fociety, that he made himfelf 
‘* all things to all men; a Jew to the Jews, anda 
Greek to the Greeks.” If we have recourfe to the 

7 canons 


The Jews, however, were {till powerful in Tudza, 
under Conftantine’s empire, fince they alone pof- 
lcfied four cities, one of which was Nazareth. Their 
numbers rendered them infolent; and they abufed 
thofe that had turned Chriftians, and publicly op- 
poied the execution of the prince’s orders for the 
building of temples. 


« _,Lhis doubtlefs obliged Conftantine to publifh the 

x edict before-mentioned. ‘* He taxed them with 

ftoning or burning whoever had a mind to re- 

mounce their religion;”? and he condemned them to 
No, 47. 
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canons that bear the names of thefe holy men, we 
fhall only find, that they condemned ufury, without 
forbidding eating and fociety with the Jews. Re- 
cardoe, who renewed the decree of the Elviran 
council, and fupported it with his authority, ground- 
ed alfo upon the authority of St. Paul, who fays, 
that ‘© All chings are impure to the defiled and un- 
believing.” From whence he concluded, that the 
Jews being impure, their meats mutt be fo too: 
but this is a weak and inconclufive argument. 


The famecouncil, by another decree, forbad “* the 
poffeffors of lands to fuffer their fruits to be bleffied 
by the Jews, becaufe their benediétion fruftrated 
that of the Chriftians; and itthreatened abfolutely to 
caft out of che church fuch as fhould_not obey it.”? 
This cuftom of bleffing the fruits of the earth, at 
certain feafons, was common to Pagans and Jews, as 
well as Chriftians. But who would have imagined 
that the latter fhould have made ufe-of either of the 
former, if this decree had not informed us of it? 
However, this and the other decree plainly thew 
that the fews had lived very peaceably in Spain, 


and in good harmony with the Chriftians, till that 
time, whatever they may have done fince. 


The Jews enjoyed a no lefs benign funfhine in the 
eaft, and their academies went on: in a flourifhing 
manner, if we except the perfecution raifed againit 
This was the famous 
Ravena, or Rabba Nachmanides, head of the aca- 
demy of Sora. They mention two famous men of 
that name, one ancient and the other modern. 
The latter lived in the 4743 but the other died 
before the council of Nice, in 322. He was fo 
efteemed, that they reckon twelve thouland difci- 
ples in his academy. Te was commonly called the 
Remover of Mountains. Not that he had power 
to work miracles, and convey mountains into the 
midft of the fea, but fo profound was his know- 
ledge as to folve the greateft difficulties. He wrote 
a book that was in great efteem whilft he lived, 
and after his death. Jt was a commentary upon the 
firit book of Moles, containing the hiftory of the 
Woly Land, with the literal and miytftical fenfe. The 
title of ic was Berefchit Rabba. It muft not be 
confounded with another work of the fame name, 
which isa commentary upon the Mifnah of Judah 
the Saint, compofed by one of his difciples. 


Ravena, having long taught in the academies of 
Babylon, was accufed of divers crimes by the king 
of Perfia. The fear of being taken, and condemned 
to death, obliged him to fly, and conceal himfelf; 
and he died: in his retreat. It is faid he was com- 
mitted prifoner, and that Sapor was about to con- 
demn him, but that the emprefs, his mother, fent 
to tell him, that “* he fhould have nothing to do 
with that Jew, becaufe fhe had_fuffered much on 
his account.” However, this perfecution was notge- 
neral; for the academies flourifhed at Babylon, and 
the neighbouring parts. 


Ravena left a nephew, whom he ftiled 4vii, for 
two realons: one was, that he meant to fignify that 
he had been an orphan, and that he had entertained 
him out of charity; the other was, that he would 
not have him go. by the name of his grandfather 
Nachman, Jett afterwards the nephew fhould be 
confounded with the uncle, and the difciple with 
the mafter. IWemade fuch proficiency by Ravena’s 
lectures, as to become head of the academy of Pun- 
debita, in the year 325, which he governed till 339. 
Ac the latter end of his life he married a widow, 
by whom he had a fon, who is known by the name 
of Rau Bibi. 


There was alfoa profeflor in the academy of Sora, 
called Joleph of Great Light, or Saghi Nahoi. 
Lie was blind; neverthelefs he was a man of great 
knowledge. He was alfo firnamed Sinai, becaule he 
knew to perfection all the traditions that had been 
given Moles upon Sinai. He is fuppofed to be the 
author of the Chaldee paraphrafes upon fome of the 
holy penmen, the Pialms, the Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, 
Ruth, and Either. This paraphrate is highly ef- 
teemed, if we judge of it by the number of its par- 
ticular editions. 


- the Cappadocian, went to fucceéed St. Achanafius. ye: 
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At the clofe of Conftantine’s reign, the Jews 
who were potent at the court of Perfia, revenged 
themfel ves for what they fuffered in the Roman em: 
pire, by raifing acruel perfecution a@ainit the Chril 
tians of the eaft. cas 


The gofpel had fome time before reached Ar. 
menia. We are told that one of its kings, called 
Tiridates, had embraced Chriftianity. From thence 
it pafied on to the Perfians, who had great corret- 
pondence with the Armenians. They began to 
build churches, and to confecrate priefts. “There® 
was alfo a bifhop for the two cities of Seleucia and 
Ctefiphon, which were the moft confiderable of the 
country. The Jews were numerous there, becaute 
as Jerome obferves, they livedquietand undifturbed, 
and were perfecuted by none of the Perfian kings, 
Being jealous of the progrefs of Chriftianity, they 
murmured: but when they faw Uftazades, one of 
Sapor’s principal eunuchs, turn Chriftian, they 
no longer obferved any bounds, and made a league 
with the Magi. Simeon, bifhop of Ctefiphon, was 
accufed of criminal correfpondence with Contftan. 
tine, which was enough to deftroy him. ‘This 
bifhop refufed to worfhip the fun and the king 
when he was brought at the foot of his throne. 
“© ] bent my knee tormerly (faid he) before your 
majefty becaufe I did ic voluntarily, and ic was a 
civil homage; but I cannot do it when you make it 
an act of religion, and would make me renounce my 
God.” The king, being enraged, caufed him to be 
chained in a dungeon. The Jews and the Magi, 
taking advantage of thisopportunity, pulled down 
all the Chriftian churches. The periecution was 
long and bloody. Uftazades, an old eunuch of 
Sapor, and eminent for his fervices, was alfo one 
of the firft martyrs. 
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The fons of Conftantine were much feverer than 
their father had been. Conftantius coming to the 
empire, was obliged to make war againft them. This 
prince muft have been moved by the diforders the cs 
Jews had committed at Alexandria, when Gregory, *: 
Joining with the heathens, who were then numerous 
in this great city, they burnt the facred books, and 
prophaned the baptifteries in fo indecent a manner, 
that St. Athanafius durft not fpeak it. Their info- 
lence went fo far as to force the virgins they had 
{tripped to abjure their religion. In all thele, in- 
dignities they were countenanced by the before- 
mentioned bifhop, who was then in high favour at 
court, fo that they went on with the ucmoft boldnels , 
and impunity. 


The inhabitants of Diocefarea thought they 
might fafely rife during Magnetius’s revolt. This 
rebel was of the fame perfuafion as Conitans, fince we 
find his medals have the Laborum, or church-ban- 
ner; though Baronius fuppofes him to have dif 
fembled, and cherifhed heathenifm in his heart like 
Julian, becaufe he revoked all the edicts publithed 
a@ainit the idolaters in the places he was matter of. 
The Jews could expeét nothing from him, elpe- 
cially Gince it was in the welt that his rebellion hxc 
the greateft footing. But as he was powerful, and 
his troops had often been fuccelsful, the emperor 
was obliged to go perfonally into Hungary to et. 
counter him. ‘Ihe Perfians, taking advantage ot 
his abfence, took up arms, and attacked Nilibis, 
which fuftained a four months fiege. The Jews 
feeing the fire kindled at both ends of the empt's 
could not forbear making ufe of fucha favourable 
conjuncture. 


Dioceefarea is acity but little known, fituate 
the fecond Paleftine. Mention is made of three d- 
ties of this name, one in Cappadocia, another I 
Phrygia, and a third in Hauria, fince John, bithop o, 
Dioczlarea in Mfauria, fubfcribed in the council © 
Chaicedon. Burtthe geographers, the learned Hol 
flenius not excepted, generally forget that of JY 
dzea. Scaliger confounds ic with another city °: 
Paleftine, called Geth, in the neighbourhood or 
Gaza. This learned man’s error, which has been 
often copied, proceeded from his not underftandins 
Jerome. “Uhis father fays, chat Geth was but a ‘ 
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and an half from Sepphoris, called at prefent Dio- 
calzrea. This father fpeaks of Sepphoris, and he 
was thought to fpeak of Geth. Sepphoris had been 
famous, and the Romans made it a metropolis, 
when Agrippa II. was putin polleffion of Tiberias, 
which occafioned great jealoufies and difputes be- 
twixt thele two cities. It retained its name till the 
empire of Trajan. As, after the taking of Jerufa- 
Jem, 2 great number of Jews were retired to Sep- 
phoris and Tiberias, the heathens and Chrittians, 
who continued with them in thefe two cities, fuf- 
fered much in their revolt againit Adrian, in which 
the rebels put all to the {word that came to their 
hands: when, therefore, the emperor had delivered 
them from their infults, they teftified their acknow- 
Jedgements with emulation. Thoie of Tiberias 
built a temple we have fpoken of, which they called 
Adrianion ; and Sepphoris relinquifhed its ancient 
name to be called Diocaafarea Adriana, or Dio- 
ceefarea. 


Though great laughter had been made of the 
Jews in this country, yet they {till gor together 
there, under the following princes, in fuch numbers, 
that, in Conitantine’s time, they were the only inha- 
bitants, and fuffered nobody elle of whatever reli- 
gion to fettle there. It is no wonder then that this 
was the rendezvous of the malecontents under Con- 
tans; and chat the inhabitants of this city were the 
forwardeit to arm, when they underitood that Mag- 
nentius obliged the emperor to march with his 
troops into Kungary, and that the Perfians made a 
great diverfion in the eaft. 


But Gallus, whom Conftans had created Caefar, 
and commiffioned to march againf the Perfians, 
came into Judea, beat the rebels, and razed Dio- 
calarea, which had been the feat of their rebellion. 
Neverthelefs, this city raifed its head again, and the 
Jews fettled in it. 

Conftans being incenfed againft the Jews, and be- 
ing withal zealous for the Chriftian religion, made 
fome laws again{t them. There is, fays Sct. Hillary, 
who lived at that time, an_ edict of the emperor, 
which hinders them at prefent from centering into, 
Jerufalem. He makes them perambulate the walls 
of that great city without entering it. ‘hey com- 
plained to Julian, when he came to the throne, of 
this hard ufage, in being excluded the gates of a 
city which had been the refidence of their ancef- 
tors for many ages. AN chis is an argumenc that 
Conttans had renewed Adrian’s edicts, or had made 
new ones upon the fame fubject. This prince alfo 
made it death for a Jew to marry a Chriftian, or to 
circumcifeaflave. He alfo prohibited their having 
Chriftians in their fervice; and elpecially forbad, 
under great punifhments, the embracing their reli- 
gion. So that if they had liberty of confcience 
tor themiclves and pofterity, they were not per- 
mitted to receive profelytes when they offered them- 
felves. Hie loaded them likewife with taxes, and 
had projected new pecuniary ediéts againft them 
when he died. 


Te was under this reign that Epiphanius was con- 
vertedirom Judaifm toChriftianity; not (as related) 
without the interpofition of fome extraordinary cir- 
cunittances, with which we fhall not trouble our 
readers, fince they were not powerful enough to 
keep him from running into the wild notions of the 
fect of Gnoftics, whom he met with in Egypt. 


Julian was much more favourable than Conftans. 
This prince had no reafon to love the Jews, who 
worfhipped but one God, and abominated the hea- 
then idolatry; but he was glad to augment the num- 
ber of the enemies of Chriftianity, which hethought 
mott formidable, and to fet all religions at war, 
that paganifm might triumph in the midft of thefe 
conflicts. He difcharged the circumcifed from the 
taxes wherewith Conitans had loaded them. He 
wrote to them, anc in his letter honoured their pa- 


triarch with the ftyle of brother; which is a proof 


they were then confiderable in the empire. He gave 
them liberty to facrifice, and rebuild the temple at 
Jerufalem, becaufe they reprefented to him that 
they could not offer facrifice out of the Holy Land. 
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They availed themfelves of the cmperor’s protcc- 
tion to infult the Chriftians ; for chey aflembled in 
many cities of Judaea and Syria, pulled down their 
temples at Gaza, Afcalon, ana Berytus, and demo- 
lithed two at Damaicus. Vhole‘ot gypt did the 
fame thing, and the moft magniticent of all the 
temples of Alexandria was detlroyed.: “hey fell to 
re-building the temple of Jerufalem: but this event, 
which hiltorians relate with many atrcendant circum- 
ftances, deferves to be particularly noticed. 


The emperor not only authorized the building of 
the temple of Jerufalem, but allo furnifhed them 
with materials and money. Jerome, {peaking of the 
Jews of his time, fays, chey imagined that, four 
hundred and thirty years after their dilperfion, they 
were to become matlers of the Romans, fell then to 
the Sabeans, rebuild Jerufalem, and reitore it co its 
primitive glory; and that the boroughs and neigh- 
bouring cities, not excepting Sodom itftlf, thould 
be rebuilt. This they grounded upon leveral ora- 
cles, promifing that God would revenge his people 
of their enemies, and rebuild Sion. When they 
faw Julian folicitous for their labouring upon this 
ftruéture, they fancied the promises accomplifhed. 
They infultingly afked the Chriltians, whether they 
would cauie gold and filver tools to be made towork. 
upon this new edilice. ‘The women and children 
lent a helping hand; and the heathens themfelves af- 
fitted them in the refloration of the temple. 


But at length an effectual ftop was put to it, by 
fuch a Jeries of prodigies as quite deterred them 
from purfuing ir, and made them fenfibie of the 
infallibility of Chrilt’s predi@ionsagaintt that place. 
Dreadful earthquakes, and eruptions of fire from 
the ground, interrupted the workmen when digging 
for the foundation of the new temple, together with 
a variety of other contingencies, as are fee forth 
atlarge in the celebrated performance of Bifhop 
Warburton. 


Julian, who had permitted the re-building of the 
temple, before he departed for Verfia, carried his 
conquetts very far. Je found there a part of the 
ten tribes, which poffeffed an entire city. LHifto- 
rians objerve, that this prince, being arrived at 
Mefene, which is an ifland made by the Tigris, 
where Apamea bore a confiderable rank, marched 
towards a place where the Huphrares divides itfelf 
into many channels, and found a city called Bithra, 
which was inhabited by the Jews, who had aban- 
doned it, becaufe the walls were noc {trong or high 
enough to fuftain a fiege. Vhis city had been con- 
fiderable in the Perfian empire, fince the emperor’s 
palace, and houfes to lodge a garrifon, were (Uill feen 
init. Julian’s army feeing it deferted, fer fire to it, 
and reduced it to afhes. It cannot be doubted bur 
thefe were jews of the ten tribes dilperied in the 
eatt, fince they were fituated berween the channels 
of the Euphrates. They were numerous and po- 
tent there, as they poflcfied an entire city. They 
were alo faithful co their prince; for they rather 
chofe to forfake all, than to wait and receive the 
Romans, who would have profited by their ftay. 


Julian being killed in this war, Jovian, his fuc- 
ceffor, was obliged the check the infolence this 
prince’s countenance had infufed both into the hea- 
thens and Jews of the Roman empire. This he did; 
but his reign was fo fhort, that they looked upon it 
only as a fleeting cloud; and the rather, becaufe Va- 
Jens reftored entire liberty of con{fcience to all the 
enemies of the Chriftian religion, heathens, Jews, 
and heretics. Te did fomething more; for Valen- 
tinian and he maintained the Jews and their patri- 
archs in the poffeffion of all their privileges. The 
law of thofe two princes is loft, but fince Arcadius 
fupports himfelf with their example in confirming 
all thefe privileges, it cannot be doubted but they 
made it. Elowever, Valens abolifhed one of their 
greateft advantages, fince he fubmitted them to 
public offices, and revoked the preceding decrees 
that had exempted them. This prince’s words are 
remarkable, becaufe they fhew that the clergy was 
not_ fo far privileged as is at _prefent imagined. 
*“S The ediét upon which the Jews flatter them- 
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felves that they are exempted from the offices of 
court, is voided by thefe prefents,; for even the 
** clergy are not allowed to confecrate themfelves to 
“* the fervice of God, without having firft paid what 
is due to their country; and he that will truly 
give himfelf to God, ought to furnifh a man to 
fill up his place in public offices.” 


ane 
enn 


Though Theodofivs had not revoked this law of 
Valens, which was executed in the reign of Arca- 
dius, yet the Jews continued happy enough ac that 
time. Maximus rebelling in the eaft, and obliging 
Valentinian to implore the protection of “Fheodo- 
fius, who was then in Dlyricum, thought it moft 
expedient to gain the Jews, and bring them over to 


the Jews his interefts. He not only favoured them, but un- 
Maximus,” Gerftanding that tht people had burnt one of their 


fynagogues at Rome, he ordered it to be rebuilt. 
Indeed, Maximus’s reign was fhort. Theodofius 
having often beac his troops, caufed his head to 
be cut of at Aquileia, and came afterwards to 
Milan, where Valentinian and he revoked all they 
had decreed. But as the rebuilding of the fyna- 
ogue at Rome was a particular ordinance, and 
Theodofius was perfuaded the Jews ought not to 
be deprived of their religious places, it 1s doubted 
whether he annulled that relating to the Jews. 


St. Ambrofe was, indeed, very inveterate againft 
Vindication the Jews, and ftrenuoufly oppofed the rebuilding 
ef st Am another fynagogue in lieu of that which the Chril- 
ke rians had det on fire ar Callinicum, and which Theo- 
dofius had ordered to be rebuile at their charge; 
but what Zonaras, a Greek monk, and fome other 
writers of later date, fay of his preaching before 
him, taking him to tafk, and reproaching him for 
.fuffering the Jews to enjoy the privilege of their 
fynagogues in his capital, is all entirely falfe and 
abfurd. He did not preach, but write, to him; 
and his letter is {till preferved, importing that they 
were fo far from thinking themielves obliged to 
obferve the Roman law, that they thought ic a 

crime to fubmit to them. : 


‘The contrary, however, appears, by all that we 
have hitherto faid of the ediéts made for and againft 
thern; and much more by the new law which that 
prince publifhed, in the laft year of his life, againft 
the untimely zeal of fome Chriftians, who, under 
pretence of religion, plundered and demolifhed 
their fynagogues, contrary to the laws which allowed 
them liberty of confcience, and for punifhing fuch 
offenders for the future. Je even granted them a 
particular jurildiction, on account of the frequent 
daw-fuits which they had either among themfelves, 
or with the Chriftians, by which they were not onl 
free from the trouble and charge of feeking for juf- 
tice from ftrange tribunals, but were likely more 
eafily to obtain it from judges that were maintained 
by themielves ; all which privileges would hardly 
have been granted them, if, as is pretended to have 
been alledged by St. Ambrofe, they had looked upon 
it as a crime to submit to the laws of the empire. 


St. Jerome had not the fame prejudice againft the 
doctors of this nation as St. Ambrofe;, for, on the 
contrary, he paid them a penfion, and made ufe of 
their initruction for underftanding the Hebrew 
tongue, and the Holy Scriptures. This father, who 
thought that he had taken too much pleafure in 
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brought them to his difciple. This mafler wag ay ities, 
ingenious man, and St. Jerome has quoted fome of me: 
his explications. He fent fora third trom Tiberigs. “* 
whom he employed to revife, by the’ Hebrew his 
verfion of the Chronicles, which he had made from 
the Septuagint. #e fays that this new matter was 
admired by the fynagogue. He fent for a fourth 
from Lydda, whom he paid very dear, becaufe he 
was a earned man, and interpreted the traditions in 
the fynagogue. . It was this rabbin that helped him 
to tranflate the book of Job. He had occafion for 
new affiftance to underitand Daniel and Tobias 
becaufe of the Chaldee expreffions thar are fcattered 
in thefe books. Butas he laboured with great aff. 
duity, he employed but one day in the rranfMatiog 
of ‘Fobias; which a rabbin, equally fkilled in the 
Chaldee and Hebrew, di¢tated to him. 


St. Jetome grew fo much the haughtier from 
thefe affiftances which he had drawn from the fyna. 
gogue; becaufe this erudition, which was new, and 
almoft unknown in the Chriftian church, diftin. 
guifhed him from the reft of the pricits, and even 
from the bifhops, who hardly knew any more than 
their mother tongue. In doing fome juttice to his 
mafters, he boafted of his own {kill and underftand- 
ing. of the Scripture. St. Auftin, who did not love 
him, admired him as a prodigy, becaufe he un- 
derftood three languages. An author, who has 
taken his name, adds, that St. Jerome underftood 
the language of the Greeks, the Hebrews, the Chal- 
deans, the Perfians, the Medes, the Arabians, and 
of all nations. The moderns have gone farther 
than the ancients; and becaufe this Father under- 
ftood the holy tongue, they have efpoufed his ob- 
fervations as thofe of an almoft infallible commen- 
tator. ? 


‘CHAP. IX. 


Equitable condué? of Theodofius the Younger. His pi- 
ous and liberal difpofition. The fynagogues deftroyed 
in Macedonia. A remarkable impoftor in the ifland 
of Candia. Many Fews embrace Chriftianity. The. 
Fews raife a tumult in Alexandria. Riot and wmur- 
der the effets of party zeal. Bifbop Cyril cenfured 
for his violent proceedings. The patriarchal dignity 


Suppreffed. 


Mcst of the edicts which the Chriftian empe- 
rors had publifhed in the fourth century were 
enforced in the fucceeding. Some of them were re- 
riewed, and others added, that were thought necel- 
fary to check the Jews’ infolence againft the Chrif- 
tian religion. Theodofius the Younger was obliged 
to remedy this mifchief; but he always did it inan 
equitable manner, for he only punifhed thofe who 
had deferved it by their crimes. In the beginning 
of this century new troubles fprung up in Macedo- 
nia and Dacia. On the one hand the Jews of thele 
countries continued to infulc the Chriftian religion; 
and, ontheother, the Chriitians burnt their houles 
and fynagogues, and even fometimes condemne 

the Jewstodeath, for no other crime than their re- t:4 
ligion. Theodofius, who was always equitable, ‘ 
condemned this oppreffion of the Jews, forbad the ;, 
magiftrates to punilh them for religion, and not lul- 


St, Jerome's reading Cicero and Virgil, (you are not a Chriftian, 

ire jewe but a Ciceronian, faid a judge to him,) changed his 
opinion for the Hebrews, learned their language 
with difficulty, confulted their doctors, ftudied un- 
der them, and made ule of them to compofe a Latin 
verfion of the Scripture. 


fer the edifices belonging to them to be burnt, on 
condition that, on their part, they would not vi0- 
late the refpeét that was due to the prevailing church. 
But yet the inhabitants of Inmeftar, three years al- 
ter, fell into an excels. Debauchery prevailed over 
the refpeét that was due to the prince’s laws; tor 
they faftened a young Chriftian to a gibbet, and 
feourged him fo cruelly, that he died. “The Chrif- 
tians of that country, enraged at fuch a barbarous 
outrage, rantoarms. The battle was violent, be. 
caufe the Jews were numerous. The governor 0 
the province giving Theodofius information of Ih 
he feht orders to chaftife the guilty, and the cumult 
was appealed by their punifhment. 


Theodofius, who fpent the winter at Conftant- 
nople, (in the year 425,) ACS ees, edits there: 
: one 

4 


He acquaints us, That, to reftrain the fallies of 

Yakesgreat his youth, he put himfelf under the difcipline of a 

pains young Blebrew, that had turned Chriftian, and un- 

tree, derwent very uncommon labour to learn a ftrange 
language. 





He was not contented with the inftruéction of this 
converted few, but cook another, who fo paffion- 
ately loved him, that he fetched the books from the 
fynagogue, under pretence of reading them, and 
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one of which forbad the celebrating games and 
fpectacles on Eatter Sunday, and during the prin- 
cipal fealts of the year. The Jews and heathens 
might have alledged, that this decree did not relate 
to them; but the emperor declared, that they 
were fubject to the law; and told them, there was 
atime tor devotion, and another for pleafure. They 
thought to excite the prince’s jealouly, by com- 
plaining, thac this miftaken devotion hindered the 
people from crowning and faluting che emperor's 
fkarues: but Vheodolius put himlelf above that, 
and declared, it was honouring of him to do fer- 
vice to God. However, we fee that this relic of 
heathenifm was {till retained in this prince’s reign, 
of faluting the emperor’s ftatucs, and inferting the 
{tile of Numen in the laws. 

Thofe that profefs the predominant religion, are 
apt to imagine that every thing is liwful to them. 
They think that they fignalize their zeal in pro- 
portion to the outrages they commit, and, under 
this notion, prefcribe no bounds to their paffion. 
It is thé highett prudence, in kings, to reftrain chete 
excefles, and to cherifh the public peace, by punith- 
jug an inordinate zeal. But this is not commonly 
done; and cthole who, from being convinced of its 
neceflity, undertake it, do not always fucceed. 
They often render their religion fulpeéted, expole 
themfelves to the raileries of the people, and incur 
an odium, 


The Chriftians, in Theodofius’s empire, pulled 
down the fynagogues, without any other reafon 
than their hacred to this religion. If a private perfon 
thought himfel! affronted by a Jew, immediately he 
engaged the populace in his intereft, and che nexc 
thing was to run in fhoals tothe fynagogue, and fet it 
onfire. This was often donc in Macedonia: and the 
emperor was obliged to reprefent to his fubjects, 
that ic was not lawful for private perfons to do 
themfelves juftice; that there were tribunals ap- 
pointed to hear their grievances, and to judge of 
their complaints; and chat he had commanded the 
judges of that country to take cognizance of them, 
The ecclefiaftics, accultomed to religious broils, 
joined with the people: thofe of Antioch, where the 
Jews were numerous and rich, plundered the fyna- 
gogue, and thought to fanctify the_cheft by conte- 
crating the booty to the church. Complaints were 
made of fo fcandalous 4 conduét, which were {o rea- 
fonable, that they were backed by the prefect of the 
preetorium, who gave informations of the dijorder, 
and the occafions that had produced it. Theodofius 
condenined the clergy to reftore what they had 
taken, or the value; and ordered a place to be 
affigned che Jews to build a temple. The decree 
was equitable, fince the Jews lived in the cmpire 
upon the public faith of the ediéts. Buticdid not 
feem fo to Simeon Stilites, who was then alive, and 
violently efpouled the interefts of the clergy, and the 
mutineers of Antioch: he wrote fo preffingly in 
their favour to Theodofius, that he not only revoked 
the orders he had given, but cafhiered the prefect 
who had advifed him to punifh the robbers. This 
favour, which Theodofius granted upon his requeft, 
not only encouraged the Chrittians of Antioch, but 
thofe of the cities and neighbouring provinces, to 
make new affaults upon the_fynagogues. They 
were obliged to have recourfe to Theodofius, to 
obtain fome fecurity againft thefe frequent iniults. 
This prince, who was an enemy to violence, forbad 
them doing any. ‘The Chriftians were difgulted at 
it: they refumed the charge againft the Jews, and 
complained, that the emperor’s protection had ren- 
dered chem infolent. In explication of the preced- 
ing decrees, it was faid, that, in anfwering the fad 
and doleful complaints of the Jews, it was defigned 
to [creen them from the perfecution that tome 
turbulent fpirits exercifed on them, under pretence 
of religion, and to prohibit the burning of their 
churches; but, at the fametime, it was declared that, 
if they had nothing to fear for the temples they were 
in poffeffion of, it was not lawful for chem to build 
new ones; and that death fhould be inflicted on all 
thole that undertook the circumcifing of a Chrif- 
tian. There were ftill Chriftians, at chat time, that 
sere pages for laws were only made againft 
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reigning abufes ; and it was difficult for the Jews to 
enforce circumeiion on a Chrittian, if he was not 
difholed to dubmit co it. 


The lofles of the church were repaired by an acci-, 
dent that happened, in the year 434, in the iMand of 
Candia, where therewere a great many rich Jews, the 
greatelt part wherco¥ were converted, after they had 
been grotsly deceived by an impottor. His name 
was IVloies; and he pretended to be the ancient law- 
Ziver of the people, who defcended from heaven to 
procure them a glorious deliverance, by leading 
them through the fea, co return to the Land of 
Promile, as they had done when they left Egypt. 
We cannot conceive how a man could be fo frantic 
as to attempt fuchadeception, or to perfuade himielf 
thac he was able to eflect it. But yet Socrates at- 
firms, thac he noc only had this imagination, but 
allo, that he had, in one year, run over all the cities 
and villages of che ifland, and perfuaded the inha- 
bitants into a belief of it. ‘Vhe infatuation was fo 
ereat, that, in expectation of the day appointed to 
throw themfelves into the fea, the ploughman neg- 
Jeéted the tillage of his fields, and the proprietors 
abandoned che pofitfion af their lands and houtes 
to the Arft comer; every one contenting himfelf 
with taking what he could carry away. This pleudo 
Moies, having muftcred up his Hock upon the top 
ofa rock, the firit ac hand threw cthemfelves into 
the water, without any wavering of faith: the wo- 
men and children plunged themlelves in with equal 
ardour. Bue ic was quickly perceived that their 
abetror Was an impottor; for fome were drowned 5 
and others were Javed by the Chriftian fifhermen, 
who happened cto be there with their barks, and went 
to acquaint their brethren how near their credulity 
had been to coft them theirlives. They attempted 
to teize the impottor, but he had difappeared. In 
coniequence of this, many Jews embraced Chrif- 
tianity,; moft of them grew wife; and all were 
afhamed of putting fo much confidence in fo dif- 
tinguifhed an impottor. 


There were other adventures that happened in 
the reign of Theodofius. A Jew of Conttantinople. 
who had been paralytic for many years, and baffled 
the art of the phyficians, eiduehe he might recover 
the ufe of his limbs if he were baptized, and there- 
fore defired this ordinance. _ Atticus, the patriarch, 
caufed him to be inftructed; he received baptifm, 
and coming out of the baptifmal font, found him- 
felf cured.” This extraordinary cure mace fo great 
an imprefion upon the Jews and heathens, chat 
great numbers became converts; though the far 
greater pare of the former fill continued in their 
anbelicf, 


As we are writing the hiftory of the Jews, and not 
that of the church, we fhall pafs over a number of 
thole very ftrange converfions with which this cen- 
tury abounded, and only obferve, that the Chrif- 
tians, having then accuftomed themfelves to make 
confiderable prefents to new converts, induced many 
Jews not only to become Chriftians with that view 
alone, but even to run privately from one feét to 
another, and be baptized in them all for the fake of 
obtaining frefh tokens of their liberality. 


Socrates, in his ecclefiaftical hiftory, gives us a re- 
markable inftance of a Jew, who went through all 
the fects then at Conftantinople; but was at length 
difcovered, in a fingular manner, by the Nova- 
tian bifhop there, and owned that he had been bap- 
tized by every one butthat. Thefe cheats could not 
but render the Jews obnoxious to the Chriftians: 
but there was ftill another confideration that made 
them more fo. This was the feveral arch-heretics 
fuch as the Novatians, Neftorians, &c. who, by 
borrowing fome of the Jewifh tenets, were ftiled 
Judaizers and Jews. 


The Jews inthe city of Alexandria, who amount- 
ed to upwards of 100,000, were mutinous and fe- 
ditious ; and the hatred they cherifhed againft the 
Chriftian religion tended to fharpen and exafperate 
their curbulent difpofition: fo’ that commotions: 


- frequently beppcned in this great city, and feldom 


ended 
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ended without bloodfhed. Sabbaths were noted as 
fo many days of battle; becaute the Jews, who de- 
voted this day to idlenefs and debauchery, inftead of 
going to the iynagogue, fought occafion to fignalize 
themielves; and the Chriftians and heathens com- 
monly infulted them when they went to the fyna- 
gogue. There were alfo public fhews upon that 
day; and the Jews chofe rather to be there than at 
their devotions, whereupon the people that flocked 
thither often engaged in quarrels with them. They 
ufed to come to blows, and che governors had fel- 
dom {ufficient authority to reftrain thefe riots. One 
day Orettes, the governor of Alexandria, was in the 
theatre, intending to make fome political regula- 
tions in theentertainments. He defigned, perhaps, 
by good laws, to prevent the diforders which had 
been attended with fuch fatal confequences to the 
public peace and good of the city. But he was 
miftaken; for, as he was attempting it, it was per— 
ceived, that he was furrounded by the party of 
Cyril, bifhop of the place. It was fufpected that 
they came only there to incenfe the governor, and 
dictate to him fome ordinance againft the Jews. 
The prefence of Hierax, who was only an ufher of 
the lower claffés, but one of Cyril’s hired flacterers, 
who ufed to applaud this bifhop as he preached, 
ferved to provoke them; infomuch, that they cried 
aloud, that that man, whom they looked upon as 
their enemy, was come only to infult them, and to 
raife fedition. He muft have given occafion for 
thefe complaints, fince the governor caufed him to 
be feized by his officers, and fcourged upon the 
ftage, without any form of trial. Cyril was not a 
man that would bear fuch an infult from the pre- 
fect, whom he mortally hatred. Inftead of com- 

laining to him of his injuftice, (if it was true that 
he had been guilty of any,) he dent for fome Jews 
to his palace, and threatenedthem. They delpifed 
the threatnings of an ecclefiaftic whom the gover- 
nor openly oppofed, and even refolved to maffacre 
the Chriftians. In order to this defign, a body of 
the confpirators ran along the ftreets in the night, 
crying that the principal church of the Chriftians 
at Alexandria.was on fire. The crowd burft forth, 
without arms, to extinguifh it. The Jews, who 
had a mark to diftinguifh themfelves, killed chem 
as faft as they came. Cyril, having notice of it, came 
out with a multitude of people, entered into all the 
fynagogues, appropriated them tothe church, gave 
up the houles to be plundered, and drove the fews 
quite naked out of the city. The governor was 
highly enraged, becaufe the bifhop encroached upon 
the jurifdiétion of the officers of the empire, and 
becaufe he iaw this great city almoft unpeopled by 
fuch a general expullion of the Jews. He informed 
the court of it, whilft Cyril alfo fent_his com- 
‘plaints againft the Jews. The people fided with 
the governor againit their patriarch, and obliged 
him to go and fue for peace to Oreftes, who re- 
fufed to be reconciled. 


Cyril brought religion into the affair, and went to 
the governor with the gofpel in his hand, to oblige 
him, upon fight of that book, to a reconciliation: 
but Oreftes being inflexible in his refentment, Cyril, 
who had a troop of foldiers, in the habit of monks, 
ordered them all down from the mountains of Ni- 
tris. Thefe anchorets were never feen to defcend, 
but they put the people into a confternation. They 
marched down that day to the number of fifteen 
hundred; and obferving the governor, as he went 


judge of their privileges and fettlements. 
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pit on the man who died for fo glorious an aétion 
The tumult began again fome time after, and Cyrij 
was loaded with all the odium of the event, in which 
the celebrated Hlypacia, an heathen virgin, of great 
fenfe, learning, and virtue, loft her lite, whom this 
bifhop, jealous of his reputation, had caufed to be 
affaffinated. 


It isin vain to extol Cyril of Alexandria, and to 
make him one of the principal faints of the puret 
church. People fuffer themfelves to be eafily dazzled 
in favour of fome men, and canonize thofe who 
have been actuated by violent and criminal paffions, 
inftead of a regular devotion. It is owned, that 
Cyril incurred Oreftes’s hatred by his ambition, 
and encroachment upon the authority of the impe. , 
rialofficers. How did he take his revenge on him? #3." 
He caufed him to be affaffinated by the monks, _s 
this conduct confiftent with the character of a 
bifhop? But he ftops not here: he again brings his 
officers, like fo many affaflins, againi{t a virtuous, 
amiable fair one, who unmercifully killed her ata 
church-door. Socrates had reafon to fay, that this 
action involved Cyril and his ecclefiaftics in fhame 
and confufion. ‘T’his fame prelate had drawn upon 
him the people's hatred; fince they always engaged 
againit him, notwithftanding their reverence for re- 
ligion and facred perfons. Flow could they efteem 
an ambitious prelate, who hired people to applaud 
his fermons in public, as Cyril did, and who after. 
wards acted the votary, and crowned a feditious 
monk, who had been punifhed for his crimes, with 
martyrdom? Wecannot juftify his conduct again 
the deve: fince they were not of his jurifdidtion : 
it belonged to the governor to expel them the city, 
if he thought it expedient; and the bifhop was no 
1 Te was a 
perfect rapine to head a rabble, to plunder their fy- 
nagogues, and‘appropriate them to themfelves, with 
their houles and effects. It was uncharitable to the 
laft degree, to expel people quite naked, who had 
jived there ever fince the time of Alexander the 
Great, under the protection of edicts. 


The Jewifh nation received a fevere blow in 
this century in the total fuppreffion of their patri- 
archs; for their way of living raifed murmurs and 
complaints againft them, and the taxes they levied 
upon the nation occationed their fall. We have al- 
ready {poken of their privileges; and have only to 
add, that Theodofiusand Valentinian deprived them 
of that income, and appropriated an impoit made 
upon their fubjects to the imperial treafury. By 
this means the patriarchal dignity was more effectu- t::: 
ally fuppreffed than if it had been annulled by an 
edict, fo that, for want of competent fupport, It 
dwindled away. Photius pretends that the primates, 
who fucceeded the patriarchs, werecharged with this 
collection, anfwerable for it, and obliged to fee it 
conveyed into the treafury. 


Thus was the patriarchal dignity abfolved in the 
year 429. 


CHAP. X. 


State of the Fews, in the weftern empire, under Hono- 
vius, Equitable law of Honorius refpeéting the Fes. 
He deprives them of the office of agents. Deteruii- 
nation of Severus to convert the Jews. State of thé 


Riorand ito his chariot, began to load him with abufe, and 
murder the accufed him of being an heathen, that chey might 
effets of have a pretence to get rid of him, under a fhew of 
eartyzcale juftice. It was in vain for him to cry out, that he 
had been baptized at Conftantinople. Inftead of 
hearing him, they fell upon him with fhowers of 
ftones, wounded tina on the head, and covered him 
with blood. His guards deferted him, being op- 
preffed by numbers; and the governor would have 
been left to perifh, if the people had not run to 
his affifiance. Ammonius, one of the rioters, was 
arreited, and condemned to punifhment. Orettes 
wrote tothe court. Cyril, on his part, juftified the 
proceedings of the monks, by declaring Ammonius 
a martyr, and making his panegyric in the pul- 


Fews under the Vandals in Africa. Their priv 
leges confirmed by Valentinian. The Fews protediea 
by Theodoric, king of the Goths. 


ONORIUS, who poffeffed the weftern part of we 
the empire, was harraffed with many revolts. li 
Never did prince matter fo many tyrants; and there, ™ 
fore we fee him, in moft of his medals, holding a la- 
barum in one hand, a victory in the other, aM 
trampling 4 rebel under his feer. Sr. Chryfoftom, 
who derived this prince’s glory from hence, did not 
alcertain the character of heroes; for it 1s M0! 
commonly the weaknefs or cruelty of the governo! 
that excites rebellions; and it is no great henge 
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for a prince to {ce his fubjeéts vanquifhed, and in 
chainsat histeet. “he zealots perfuade themlelves, 
that his victories were the recompence of his vehe- 
mence again{t the fectaries. It is true he fometimes 
perfecuted them ; but he thewed great equity to the 
ews who lived in his dominions. There isevena 
Jaw preferved, made upon their account, which is an 
honour to him; for he declares, ‘* That the glory of 
a prince confifts in permitting every fociety quietly 
to enjoy the privileges they have acquired; an 
that, though a religion is not approved by a fove- 
reign, yet he ought to preferve its privileges.”” Pur- 
fuanct to thefe maxims, he decreed, that none could 
deftroy or appropriate the fynagogues with impunity. 
He even forbad them to violate the fabbarh, under 
pretence of the public good, and fervice of the {tate; 
becaufe the reft of the week was fufficient to fatisfy 


the neceffities of the empire. 


Neverthelefs, to prevent the abufe of their h- 
berty, he forbad the building of fynagogues, and 
deprived the prereset of it of offices in the mt. 
licia, and of that of agents. The agents were dil- 
tinguifhed in the militia, having three jorts of em- 
ployments; to raife taxes in the provinces, to con- 
vey bread to the magazines and army for the fub- 
fiftence of the troops, and to be {pies and couriers 
to the princes. Auguitus had appointed thete in- 
fpectors in every province and region: they brought 
an account of all that was done to the prince, and to 
this purpofe had the difpofal ef the public car- 
riages. Fonorius deprived the Jews of this em- 
ploy, who were, at that time, commiffioned to fur- 
nifh the magazines, as they are at this day in fome 


ftates. 


This prince feverely reflrained the fect of the Cee- 
licola,, who had no image of’ the deity in their tem- 
ples: they prayed to God in open places, and on flat 
roofs: they neglect the temples, (lays Tertullian, ) 
and make their prayers upon the banks in the air. 
They {wore by the heaven. Icis faid, thac this more 
particularly agrees withthe Samarians, who had for- 
merly an oratory near Napolouffe, buile in the form 
of a theatre, where they went to pay their devo- 
tions. Befides, they had a baptifm like the feéta- 
ries we ipeak of, They were called Cevlicola, 
becaufe they read the Bible in Hebrew. Scaliger 
thought it was a fect of the Effenes that bore the 
name of Coelicola, or angels, by reafon of thean- 
gelical life they led. And thus, in the latter ages, 
the monks have been intitled Coclicola, as if they 
had Jed the life of heavenly citizens whilit they 
were upon earth. 


There was another fect in this nation, called Scha- 
main, or the Heavens. Benjamin of ‘Tudela found 
tin Keypes; and it had fo much refemblance to that 
of the Caclicolie, that itis very probable it was a re- 
mainder of thofe who were condemned in the Theo- 
dofian code. It has been further maintained, that 
they were apoitates, who forfook Chriltianity, and 


turned Jews. 


Honorius looks upon thele heretics as people 
that were but juit fprung up in Africa, and whole 
doctrines he was yet unacquainted with. ‘This cha- 
racter cannot be applied to the Jews, or Samarians, 
or Effenes, nor to the apollates that returned to ju- 
daifm, whole doctrine, worfhip, and ceremonies, 
could not be unknown to the emperor. Befides, 
the Schamain, which Benjamin of Tudela found in 
Egypt, were not Ceelicole, nor fo much as feéta- 
ries. This is eafily to be obferved by any one that 
reads this traveller with attention ; for he diltin- 
Suifhes two different fynagogues he faw at Grand 
Cairo, one whereof belonged to the Jews of the 
Track, and the other tothe Jews Schamain. As the 
firlt name is that of a province from which thefe 


. ‘Jews came, viz. the Babylonian Irack, from whence 


the went into Egypt; the fecond name muft alfo 
hgnity a province from whence the Jews who polf- 
feed that fynagogue proceeded: and Syriais actu- 
ally called Schain, and the Syrians, Schamain: or 
rather, there needed no more than to forfake Arias 
Montanus’s verfion, and to follow thatof the em- 
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peror Conttantine, which removes all the difficulty. 


Indeed, Benjamin makes no difference between theie © 


two lynagogues, except in their manner of dividing 
their reading, and the fections of the law, which 
makes no variation in the worthip. 


An ingenious commentator has differed from all 
the reft, by obferving, that rhe Coelicole are ac- 
culed, by Honorius, of difturbing the rules of 
the church; wheretore he fulpected they were bap- 
tized in the name of heaven, initead of the common 
form; and by heaven they underftand the God 
that reigns in ir. ‘This was he Jews ftyle long ago. 
Vhey fay (till, that the name of heaven is profaned ; 
that the fear of heaven is neceflary ; and that the 
affembly initicuted by heaven fhall remain. 


Thefe Coelicola, or worfhippers of heaven, were 
in Africa; for ic was to the governors of this pro- 
vince thar the emperor directed his orders againit 
them. They were all {chifmatics; for they had 
their particular affemblies: and Honorius was for 
reducing them within the pale of thechurch. Uhefle 
fectaries attacked the facraments of the Catholick 
faith, and the worfhip and veneration of God ; all 
whichis an argument, that they were real Donatiftss 
for thefe latter impugned che facraments of the 
church, by re-baptizing thofe who had been bap- 
tized by the orthodox, and by the addition of fome 
ceremonies. St. Auttin fays, that Major, one of 
the Ceclicol, was fearched for, who had invented 
a new baptifm among them, and had feduced many 
people. Here you have the Ceelicole in Africa ; 
and their principal was Major, of the fect of the 
Donatifts, with whom St. Auftin would have enga+ 
ged in 2 conference, had he not been called away 
upon the ordination of a bifhop. The baptifm 
Major had invented was new, and little known: he 
had fet up new congregations, and mifled many 
people by this new facrament. St. Auftin’s paffage 
fo perfectly agrees with Honorius’s declaration, that 
the one feems to be a comment of the other. 


They departed alfo from the worfhip of God; for 
we know that the Donatifts fware by their mar- 
tyrs as by the only religion, fays Opratus. They 
demonftrated their veneration for them, by admit- 
ting their decilions as {0 many oracles. This is 
enough to make them pals for Ceelicola:, fince the 
faints are regarded as the inhabitants of heaven, 
and they fwore by them; which was not done ia 
the Chriftian church. : 


This feat is little known becaule it continued but 
a fhore time. And as the Donatiits foon vanifhed 
after Honorius, the Coelicole, who made but a 
very {mall part of thefe fchifmatics, quickly dif- 
appeared ; and therefore we only find their name in 
St. Auftin and the Theodofian code. We find no 
track of them among the ancients, who have given 
the catalogue of herefies ; and almoft all the mo- 
derns have forgot them, as well as the ancients. 


‘They muft not be confounded with the Jews, be- 


Different 
opinions 

about the 
Celivoke. 


They have 


caule we find them in the Uheodofian code under a, analogy 


the fame title, and included in the fame Jaw. Gode- « 
troy has judicioufly obferved, that the law ought 
to be diftinguifhed into two articles; onc whereof 
relates to the Coelicola, who were obliged to re- 
turn to the church before a year’s end, under pain 
of being confounded with other heretics; and 
ne other forbids the Jews the making of profe- 
ytes. 


Itis true, that this learned commentator thought 
the Coelicol had a worfhip common with the Jews, 
who worfhipped the heavens and the ftars; bur 
fince this worfhip of the ancient idolaters was abo- 
lifhed_ among the Jews, and the Donatifts had a 
baptifm, and a peculiar, worfhip for their martyrs 
there is no need of confounding two different reli_ 
gions. And thercfore we difcharge the fynagogue 
from this new crime, of which it hath hitherto 
been thought convicted by the laws of Honorius. 


Betwixt Africa and Spain is the ifland of Mi- 
norca, in which were two confiderable cities.: one, 
where 


‘o the wore 


fhip of the 
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where the bifhop refided, was inacceffible to the 
ss Jews: there were neither wolves or wild beafts 
theres, and the ferpents, which were very numerous, 
Jolt their venom. On the contrary, in the other 
city, called, at prefent, Port-Mahon, the Jews were 
Jews nu- fo confiderable, that, though it was fubjeét to the 
meus 2t emperor Elonorius, yet they arrived to titles, and 
where they exercifed all civil dignities: for Theodofius, who 


exercifed was doctor of the law, and head of the fynagogue, 

offices. bore the firft rank among thé Chriftians, becaufe he 
had paffed through all the offices. 

Determina- Severus, being appointed minep of this ifland, 

tion of Se- was eafily perfuaded by Orofius, who had lately re- 

‘erethe turned trom Jerufalem, loaded with fingular re- 


Jews. lics, to undertake theconverfion of the Jews. They 
began with private conferences, and proceeded to 
public difputes ; the laft of which was held in their 
fynagogue, where, finding fome Jewifh women had 
armed themfelves with {tones to throw at them, they 
provided for their own defence. The confequence 

. was, thar the fynagogue was pulled down, and 
nothing faved out of it but the books and plate : 
but the bifhop, through the power of oratory, 
brought their greateft men torelent; and, in about 
eight days, the greater part of them were converted, 
and the fynagogue turned into a church. Many, 
however, that remained obdurate, went and hid 
themfelves in caverns, till hunger forced them out 5 
and others, leaving all they had behind them, went 
and fought an aflylum in foreign countries; all 
which circumftances fhew that there was fome vio- 
Jence ufed againft them by the bifhopand his clergy. 
Beronius feems to own as much; and adds, that this 
example would have been followed in many other 
places, had not the crowned head puta flop to this 
method of converfion. 

State of the 


Jews under Lhe irruption of the Vandals, a barbarous people, 

the Vandals who had no notion of toleration in point of reli- 

inAfrics gion, was very likely to create them new troubles. 

ut yet itis probable they brought upon this na- 

tion only fuch confufions as are inevitable in great 

revolutions; for we find in St. Auftin’s works fe- 

veral traéts compofed againft the Jews, which thew 

that their condition was not grown more hard 

.or unhappy here, than in the other parts of the 
empire. 

In the * Plea of the Synagogue againft the Chrif- 
tian Church,’ written by a lawyer of that time, the 
fynagogue alledges, “* That the is neither-a flave or 

“a fervant of the Chriftians, fince they are not 
*‘ committed prifoners,; and, inftead of wearing 
“* irons, and other marks of flavery, they were left 
*¢ the liberty of failing and merchandizing.” The 
Vandals, therefore, promifed them the hberty of 
profeffing their religion and trading. But, on the 
other hand, the church anfwers, ‘** That fhe is 
** obliged co pay tribute to the Chriftians; that a 
** Jew cannot pretend to the empire, nor become a 
** leading man or governor of a province; that he 
*“ cannot enter into the fenate or the camp; and 
* that if he be left the liberty of getting his live- 
““\ihood, it is only to prevent his dying with 
‘* hunger.” 


Valentinitn =~ Valentinian confirmed all their privileges at 
their pri Rome, and in the reft of the empire under his obe- 
vileges. 


dience. He left the fynagogues remaining, that had 
been built in the preceding reigns; but atthe fame 
time oppofed innovations; and underftanding they 
were building a temple, he caufed it to be pulled 
down, and fined the undertaker. When the empire 
changed its mafter, and the Goths feized on Italy, 
the Jews ftill found protection from thefe barbarous 
kings. 
‘Theodoric, 


ore Theodoric defended them againft the infults of 
Goths, pro. the people. Fie attended to, and followed, the 
te&ts the maxims infufed into him by his fecretary Caffio- 
Jews. dorus, of forcing no one ; becaufe all violence in 
point of religion is criminal. This prince often 
reprefented to them, their exceffive love of riches, 
and a temporal reft, whilft they loft immortality. 
But he would not have them driven into this road 
by violence, fince they obf{truéted their falvation, 


when they did not enter it with their whole defire. 
2 


‘the Saint: and_in the laft were all the exptications 
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He was much affected when he heard, that, to re. 
venge a private quarrel, the fynagogue of Rome 
was burnt. He cenfured the fenate for permittins 
it, and reprefented the confequences fuch a tumult 
might have had, fince the flames of that building. . 
carried by the wind, might have confumed a great 
part of their city. He alfo feverely reprimanded 
the eéclefiaftics of Milan, who went to feize upona 
fynagogue and its appurtenances. The Chrittian 
religion does not authorize robbery. .The citi- 
zens of Genoa were going to vacate all the privi- 
Jeges which the Jews pofiefied, who had been fetrled 
there for along time. The people, fermented by 
their leaders, mutinied, and went to plunder the 
fynagogue, of which they carried away the roof, 
The oppreffed had recourfe to Theodoric, whofe 
equity was known to them. ‘They were not mif- 
taken; for this prince maintained their privileges, 
and permitted them to rebuild the fynagogue, on 
condition that they would add no ornaments, nor 
make it larger than it was before. And thus the 
Jews concluded the fifth century in the Roman 
empire. They frequently fubmitted to the hatred 
and tumults of the people, but ftill they preferved 
the beft part of their privileges by the authority of 
the fovereigns. 


CHAP. XI. 


State of the Fews in Perfia, under R. Afce. Method 
of compiling the Babylonifo Talmud. Succeffors of 
Afie. Revenues and power of the princes of the 
captivity. Compofition of the Talinud obftru€ted by 
perfecution. Rife of the Sabureans or Sceptics. A 
new feét, called Gaonim, or Excellents. 


hea us now take a view of the Jews in Perfia, ,., 
during that interval where we find their acade- {rs 
mies in a flourifhing condition, under their famed et 
chief, R. Afce, the compiler of the Babylonifh Tal- 
mud, lately mentioned. Sora was the place of his 
birth, and the moft celebrated academy of all the 
eaft, of which he was chofen prefident at a very 
early age. 


He invented a new method of inftruéction ; for, 
inftead of fixing his citcipics conftantly to the col- 
lege, and reading them lectures all the year, he only 
did it in the months of February and Augult. In 
February he gave his fcholars a treatife, and fent 
them to ftudy at home for fix months. They re- 
turned in Auguft, and gave an account of their 
proficiency, The fubjeéts were examined : they 
difputed in his prefence ; and afterwards he_re- 
moved the difficulties by the decifionsof preceding 
doctors. 


Ten perfons were feated over againft him; feven 
whereof were called Princes of the Crowns, whole 
office it was to paraphrafe upon the dictates of the 
matter, and to make repetitions to the fcholars, 
whofe number amounted to 2400. Thofe that 
dittinguifhed themtelves by their diligence were 
praifed and rewarded. The prefident made a col- 
lection of all the fubjeéts that had been handled, 
and from this the Babylonian Talmud was com- 
pofed. He then gave them a fubjec& they were (0 
ftudy the half year following, and fo the {chool 
broke up. 


Afce, having taught in this manner fixty years: 
publithed a collection of his decifions, which hedi. 
vided into four different parts. The firft containe 

the maxims and rules of the Mifnah, with rhe doubts =* 
that might be propoled, and their folutions, In the 
fecond he handled divers queftions, and related 
the opinion of the Tannzeans and Gemariits about 
them. The third part confifted of the fentences 
and maxims that had been publifhed fince Juda 


the {cripture affords for the determination of dit 
ferences, with the commentaries of the princip@ 
doétors. This was the Arft divifion of the Babyle- 
nian Talmud. But as R. Afce could nor finifh his 
undertaking, thofe that came into it after him 

changed 





Revenus> 
wd power 
i.e 


he captisi- 
yeaamined 





changed the method, and made additions, which 
have rendered it much more confuled. 


This greac dogtor died_in the year 427. Some 
make Marimar his fucceffor; bur others fay, that 
the feet of R. Hovan haftened,; that is, that this 
matter was made prefident of the academy of Sora, 
in Afce’s place. His fon Thobiomi (according to 
the pompous Jewifh file) afcended the throne of 
his father in the year455, and reigned thirteen years, 
during which the nation enjoyed fuch profound 
tranquillity, that they called this doétor their Daily 
Profperity. Ie muft needs have contributed, to 
their felicity, fince they gave him the name of it. 
We mutt not’ be furprized to hear them ufe the 
phrafes of fucceffion to the throne, and thirteen 
years reign, though the queftions are only about the 
office of a doctor, or the pedagogue of a ichool. Ic 
is the rabbicinal ftile to give great ideas of their 
matters, and to carefs them with flattering titles. 
Thofe that are unaccuftomed to this ftile are eafily 
dazzled by it, not imagining that a pedanc is placed 
upon the throne, and that they fhould exprefsly fay, 
he reigned thirteen years, when his empire extended 
no farther than over fome icholars, to whom he 
taught traditions. They alfo called plain ftudents 
princes of crowns, becaufe they were the uppermolt 
of a clafs. 


Seeing fuch a glorious title is given to the fcho- 
lars, we need not wonder that the princes of the cap- 
tivity wore it likewife. They entertain lofty notions 
of thefe princes, whereas their power was not fo 
confiderable as is commonly fuppofed. The whole 
nation did not depend on them, as is faid, fince, as 
far as the year 429, the patriarchs of Judea ex- 
tendéd Phe HHiCHon over many provinces; and 
fince that time, the Jews, difperfed in the Roman 
empire, could not acknowledge a prince refiding in 
the territories of the Perfian or Arabian kings, with 
whom there were continual wars. Would the Gre- 
cian emperors, fo extremely jealous of their autho- 
rity, have fuffered a foreign Jew to raife taxes upon, 
his {ubjeéts, and correfpond with them in time of 
war? This prince’s revenues were but fmall. The 
doétors fay, he obtained of the Perfians the privi- 
lege of fetting up but one judge for the determina- 
tion of differences between man and man, without 
being obliged to repair the damage, when the fen- 
tence was given wrong; whereas, by the common 
laws, they were to be judged by three perions. I'his 
oblervation is fucile: for it was the Talmudilts 
thar fixed the number of thefe judges to three; and 
it was impertinent to defire of the king of Perfia 
difpenfation {rama law which they had voluntarily 
impofed on chemielves.  Llowever, the prince efta- 
blifhed chree judges at Nerea, a town half a day’s 
journey trom Babylon; and here they paid the 
Didrachm when they came co be twenty years old. 
He allo punifhed the violators of the law by fines, 
which were referved for the prince. There was fuch 
another tribunal at Chaloan, five days journey from 
Babylon. ‘There was athird at Kefar; and the lait 
at Babylon, where the prince refided:, and in all 
thele courts they collected but feven hundred gold 
crowns, which compofed the prince’s revenue; and 
luppofing his dignicy proportioned to his income, it 
could not be confiderable. By this we difcover the 
reafon of the filence of all the hiftorians concern- 
ing thefe heads of the captivity. ‘hey fay, that all 
thele princes were of the houfe of David. They 
affign them a great empire, by which they fay the 
fceptre was preferved in the tribe of Judah. How- 
ever, thefe hiftorians, who preferve the fucceffion, 
the names, and fome actions of the doétors,. who 
taught in the {chopls of Sora, Pundebita, and elfe- 
where, hardly ever mention the heads of the cap- 
tivity; and if we difcover fome names of them, it 
is not without great uncertainty. R. Afceishighly 
celebrated ; they enumerate his fucceffors in the 
academy: but in all che fifth century we are examin- 
ing, we find but one name of a prince of the cap- 
uvicy. Ttis impoffible they fhould have been fo 
entirely forgotten, if they had performed any im- 
Portant actions in the fifth century, or had been 
princes, as they are ftiled. Burto réturn co the Ba- 
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bylonian Talmud, which the head of the academy 
compoted. 


This work was interrupted by the death of Alice, 
though he left abledifciples, that mighthave finifhed 
it. Bue chis interruption was cauied by a perlecu- 
tion that laited feventy-three years : it was violent ; 
for the obfervation of the fabbath was fupprefied, 
the fynagogues were fhut up, and the holy houles 
given to the Magi. The principal doctors of the 
nation were made prifoners. Animar, Mor, Afce’s 
difciples, and Huna his fon, who was prince of the 
captivity, were condemned to death, and fuffered it 
courageoufly ; but the Jewilh youth, more addicted 
to the pleafures of lite, deferted their religion ; fo 
that the Jews were feverely afflicted towards the 
end of the fifth century. However, they refumed 
courage fome time after, and the Talmud was ac- 
complhifhed in the year 500. 


Towards the end of the fame century arofe a new 
feet, called Sebureans, or Sceptics, at the head of 
which was R. Jofi. Thete doctors pretended to 
doubt of every thing, and fee to have ftarted up to 
oppote the infallibility which the Talmuditts attri- 
buted to the Talmud; but whether by openly quef- 
tioning its authority, or the fen{e of its decifions, we 
cannot afirm. However, this kind of ufurped pre- 
eminence became fo odious to the reft of the Jews, 
that ic did not Jaft long. It began to appear only 
about the clofeof the fifth century, and was driven 
out of the world before the middle of the next, by 
the Gaonim, or Gaons, a new {fet of doctors, who 
took that pompous title upon them, which fignifies 
fublime, or excellent, and who, in the fucceeding 
century, became the idols of the academies, and of 
the people. 


CHAP. XII 


Perfeeution of the Feows in Perfia, under Cavades. 
They rife againft him. Are perfecuted under Chaf- 
roes. Reftored by Hormifdas. Perfecuted under 
Chofroes Ul. Great numbers fleughterca at Antioch. 
Confpiracy againft the inbabitauts of Tyre punifbed. 
Chofroes dies of femine. End of the Perfian mo~ 
narchy. 


HE fixth century commenced with the perfe- 
cutions the ten tribes fuffered in the calt. Ca- 
vades, a violent and haughty prince, who could not 
bear a difference of religions in his kingdom, caufed 
many Chriltians to be feverely tortured. Ele de- 
figned alfo to force the Iberians to forlake Chrif- 
tianity for the Perfian religion; but having firit de- 
manded of their king, that their bodies fhould be 
left unburied a prey to birds and wild bealts, and 
the Iberians not being willing to confent to an ac- 
tion fo manifeftly repugnant to humanity, they put 
themlelves under the protection of the Romans. 
We muft not therefore wonder that this king tor- 
mented the Jews of his empire ; and it is probably 
to this that we are to afcribe the frequent altera- 
tions that happened in the dignity of the princes of 
the captivity, for in lefs than ten years we find four 
of thele princes fucceeding one another. 


Thefe were Huna, to whom they give but twa 
yearsreign; Acha, who reignedthree; Tetana, who 
reigned four; and Zeutra, who reigned twenty years. 


In his time arofe the famous Meir, a learned rabbi, 
and great doctor of Jaw, who having declared 
war againft the Perfian king with only tour hundred 
men, was very fuccefsful again{t him during feven 
years; after which his men having polluted them- 
iclves with {lrange food and female intercourie, he 
was defeated, taken, and put to death by the Per- 
fians. They went thence into the city where 
Zeutra refided, and plundered it. They then took 
that prince, and the prefident of the council, and 
hanged them upon a bridge. Lis family were forced 
to betake themfelves to Aight; and his fon and heir, 
Zeutra II. retired into Judaa, where he became 
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prefident of the fenate, or Sanhedrim. This the 
Jewith hiftorians tell us was the fource of that fe- 
ries of misfortunes which attended them in Perfia, 
infomuch that their great mafter Hahonai never 
dared to fhew his face during the fpace of thirty 
years, that is, during the whole time of the reign 
of Cavades. 


Chofroes the Great was not more favourable to 
them than his father. They had endeavoured to 
purchafe his favour by betraying the emperor Jufti- 
nian. This prince had fent ambaffadors to the eaft 
to negociate a peace, and had loaded them with pre- 
fents, which were received with fuch acknowledg- 
ments, that there was reafon to hope for a fpeedy 
iffue of the treaty, when the Jews, who had their 
fpies and deputies at this court, infinuated to Chol- 
roes, that if he was willing to continue the war, 
they would furnifh him with fifty thoufand men in 
Judza, by which means he might take Jerufalem, 
one of the richeft citiesin the world. Chofroes ac- 
cepted the propofal, broke off the negociation with 
the emperor, and was preparing to fecond the en- 
deavours of the traitors, when news was brought 
that the deputies, who were departed to execute 
the defign, had been feized upon their return, and 
fentenced to death, having firft confeffed their 
crime. 


This defire to oblige the Perfian prince did not 
engage him in their interefts; and they not only had 
their fhare in the general miferies of the empire, 
when Chofroes, who often took arms againft the 
Romans, pillaged Syria, and advanced to Judza, 
to make himfelf mafter of Jerufalem, but this 
prince alfo fhut up all the academies of the eait, 
which obftruéted the progrefs of the fciences. We 
do not fo much as find that there was theria prince 
of the captivity, fince Zeutra II. had been obliged 
to retire to Judza, where he long exercifed an of- 
fice infinicely beneath that he would have poffeffed 
at Babylon, if he had been fuffered there. 


Hormifdas III. reftored them their liberty; for 
the academy of Pundebita was opened. R. Chanon 
Mehifchka began to teach: but this unhappy prince 
reigned not long: his rebellious fubjecls took 
him prifoner; and his own fon, Chofroes IH. de- 
prived him of his life. 


This young prince did not peaceably enjoy the 
fruits of his parricide; for Varanes, who had been 
his father’s enemy, declaring himfelf alio his, and 
pretending to afcend the throne, expelled him Per- 
fia, having firft beat his army. He was obliged to 
engage in many battles, before he could get the 
mattery of Varanes, who had made a confiderable 
party in the ftate, and defended himfelf with great 
bravery. The Jews were in hisintereft. ‘* This taith- 
lefs, reftlels, imperious, jealous, envious, impla- 
cable nation (lays the Greek hiftorian) was then fo 
powerful in Perfia, as to_raife the people againit 
their prince, and to fortify the rebels, becaufe it 
was extremely multiplied, and had amaffed prodi- 
gious wealth.” Chofroes, getting the maftery, ex- 
piated this treachery with their blood. Thole of 
Antioch fell firft into the hands of Mebodus, the 
Roman general. This was not the Syrian city, 
but another, which Chofroes I. had built in Perfia, 
and had given it that name, becaufe he had formed 
it by the other’s model, and had tranfplanted its in- 
habitants. It is faid they were amazed, when they 
entered it, to find their ponniy again; a fecond An- 
tioch; the faine ftreets and houfes they had left. 
Mebodus, having taken this place, put numbers of 
Jews tothe iword, deftroyed others by differerit pu- 
nifhments, and reduced the reft to a miferable 
flavery. 


However, Chofroes_ being refettled, was recon- 
ciled to them, and ufefully employed them in his 
defigns. Indeed, this prince, who delighted in war, 
gave our, that he armed to revenge the death of 
Mauritius, his benefactor, upon Phocas, who had 
killed him, and made himfelf mafter of the em- 

ire. Cholroes broke into Syria and Judea, where 

e did terrible execution. He returned again in 
Heraclius’s time, took Jerufalem, and carried with 


































Boor 
him acrofs which a Jew had found. It is moft pro 
bable this nation had _ correfpondence with Chof. 
roes, fince, upon his being mafter of Jerufalem, 
he returned them all the Chriftian prifoners, which a." 
they only bought to fatiate their implacable ma, 
lice; for ninety thoufand perfons were unmercifulj 
butchered. . oe 


Elmacinus, and other Arabian hiftorians, add 
that Chofroes going to befiege Conftantinople, there 
was a neceffity of evacuating all the places of Syria 
and drawing out all the garrifons, to come to the 
affiftance of the capital, and the Jews, feizine this 
opportunity, confpired with all their nation in Ju 
daa, tomurder, on an Eafter-day, all the inhabitants 
of the city of Tyre, and make themfelves matters 
of that important poft. All the confpirators came 4 
fecretly to the walls, but finding greater refiftance tel 
than they expected, they fpread themfelves in the is 
country, where they burnt the Chriftian churches,“ 
Lhe Tyrians, who beheld this fpeétacie from the 
ramparts and towers, ftruck off a Jew’s head upon 
every church that fell, or was burning’; and as they 
killed two thoufand Jews, they muft have burnt two 
thoufand churches. “The citizens going out, found 
this company difperted like a flock of ftheep in the 
field, and made great flaughter of them. It is 
no wonder that Chofroes then favoured the eattern 
Jews, fince they made fuch advantageous diver- 
fions on his account. 


Hiftorians relate, that Chofroes continued always 
devoted to judicial aftrology; that entering, one 
day, the church of Dora whilft the fervice was per- 
forming, the Chriftians were difturbed, as if their 
mytteries had been profaned, and their religion dif- 
honoured, by the prefence of this heathen prince, 
Domitian, bifhop of Melicene, not being able to 
bear the affront he offered the church, went out, 
and threatened to bring his troops. Chofroes fent 
his apology to the prelate, who received it, return- 
on ccalteed the prince, and drove him out of the 
church, 


This prince was imprifoned by his fubjeéts and his cs 
fon, and they gave him gold and filver inftead of 
bread, faying, “* Enjoy, at thy pleature, all chethings a 
thou haft delired with an infatiable thirft.” He died fico 
of famine, in the midft of his treafure, in the year = 
628; and three years after concluded the Perfian 
monarchy, which went to the Saracens; Ifdigerdes, 
eaters of their kings, having been conquered near 

adefia. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Conquefts of Omar, fuccefor to Mabomet. Taking of 
Ferufalem. Lalt of the Perfian monarchy. Othman 
elefied caliph. Fis conquefts. Is fucceeded by Al. 
Moavia reigns at Damafcus. Ifdigerdes perfecutes 
the Fews. Liberality and candour of the Arabians 
Ally marries the princefs of Perfia to the bead of the 
captivity. Academies reftored. 


eae Arabians made great conquefts, and the 
Jews of the eaft univerfally changed matters. 
Omar, the fecond caliph, after the death of Ma- 
homet, his predeceffor, reigned but ten years and 4 fa:# 
half, during which he took thirty-fx thoufand ci- “* 
ties or caitles, pulled down four thoufand temples 
belonging to the Chriftians or Magi, built four. 
teen hundred mofques, and made himitelf matter of 
all the eaft. 
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Notwithftanding all that Heraclius could do to 
relieve Damafcus, which this caliph befieged by 
his generals, he entered in at the fame time by al- 
fault and capitulation; for they had forced che in- 
trenchments on one fide, whil{t they capitulated on 
the other. 


Syria being conquered, by the taking of this place, 
they profecuted the fiege of Jerufalem, which was 
already begun, and ina fhort time totally reduced, 
the place. Omar, walking the ftreets with an air oF 
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devotion, defired them_to fhew him Solomon’s 
temple, intending to raife a mofque in the place. 


The Arabians affert, that their caliph granted 
the bifhop of Jecrufalen a very honourable capicu- 
lation for the city; that he entered it without fut- 
fering any diforders of his troops; and notallowing 
any church to be taken from the Chriftians, very 
modeftly defired of Sophronius a place where he 
mighe build a mofque. The bifhop thewed him 

acob’s ttone, and the place where Solomon’s tem- 
ple ttood, followed by the principal officers of his 
army, Where, in fine, he buile a mofque. 


This caliph at the fame time attacked the Per- 
fians by his generals, and, after many'battles, H{di- 
gerdes, the laft of the Perfian kings, ‘loft Cadefia. 
His capital, children, and’ creafures, fell into the 
enemy’s hands. For his own part he fled to Cho- 
razan, where he lay concealed for fixteen years, 
fhitting from place to place, rill one of his fubjects, 
the governor of Merou, betrayed him, and invited 
Tarean, king of che Turks, to take upon him the 
government. Hdigerdes gave him battle, loft it; 
and attempting to pals a river in his Aighe, the 
boatman difputed with him about the price of his 

aflage; and whillt they were wrangling, the Turk- 
1th horfe, who purfued him clole, arrived, aid took 
away his life. Thus ended the Perfian monarchy; 
and the Jews, who had been long under its domi- 
nion, came under that of the Saracens and Omar, 
who pufhed on his conqueits, on the one hand, to 
the river Oxus, and on the other to Egypt, where 
he made himfelf mafter of Alexandria. ahoinet 
had educated him; fo that two parties appealing 
from his judgment to that of Omar, when he had 
heard chem, be fetched his fabre, and ftruck off 
the head of him that had refufed_ to ftand by Ma- 
homet’s decifion. Ele took the title of Comman- 
der of the Faithful, and oblerved fuch great humi- 
lity in the midft of all his glory, that the governor 
of Sufiana going to wait upon him in a temple, he 
found him afleep upon the fteps amiong the poor: 
and it was only todoan honour to his nation before 
this ftranger, that he went and fat in the pulpit of 
the mofque, which ferved him fora throne. Re- 
nouncing the ties of nature, and the endearments 
of blood, he declared the caliphfhip fhould be 
elective, and that his fon fhould not have a place in 
the council, unlefs he was found worthy to reign. 
de was killed by a flave as he was at prayer. 


After his death the fix ele€tors met to nominate. 


a caliph. One of them renounced the election of 
himfelf, upon condition he might chufe the caliph 
alone. The thing was agreed to, and he made 
choice of Othman, in preference to Aly, the fon-in- 
law of Mahomet, and who was the moft eminent 
for that dignity. He entirely fubdued Chorazan, 
and many provinces of the eaft; and pufhed his 
conquelts as far as Andalous, that is, Andalufia in 
Spain. In the mean time Aly, who always looked 
upon him with a jealous eye, raifed fome Arabians 
againft him. They befieged him in his caftle of Me- 
dina, where water failing after a three months fiege, 
he came out to the rebels with the Alcoran in his 
hand, and protefted he would have no other judge 
than that book, which was to be the rule of their 
conduct. ‘Vhis did not ftep the mutineers: they 
ftabbed him in many places, and put an end to his 
exittence. 


Aly was eleéted in his room; and though his 
paffion for the caliphfhip was violent enough to 
make him kill his brother-in-law, yer he wanted 
to be entreated to accept this dignity. 


Alichah, Mahomet’s widow, rebelled againft her 
fon-in-law ; and as fhe had great intereft with the 
Muffulmen, already provoked by the confpiracy 
againft Orhman, fhe was at no trouble to form a 
numerous army. ‘The battle was fought near Baf- 
fora. Aly gor the victory, and took Aifchah, after 
® great dea] of blood was fhed about the camel fhe 
rode upon; becaule brave men had furrounded this 
Woman, and loft their lives in her defence; and for 
that reafon it was called the Battle of Camel. He 
relpectfully fent back his mother-in-law to Mecca; 
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and feeing Arabia and the Babylonian Irach fully 
fubjected to his command, he marched to ttifle ano- 
ther rebellion, which was railed againft him in 
Syria. 

Moavia headed this revolt, refolving to revenge 
the death of Orhman, his benefactor and relation. 
This prince prided himlelf in his humanity and cle- 
mency. ‘* The one is brave, and the other cou- 
rageous, (faid he, fpeaking of his enemies;) but for 
my own part, I am content to be confidered among 
the Muffulmen as a merciful and gentle prince.”? Ie 
was he that firft made a gallery, or a feparate place, 
in the moique, for the caliph, who was at once the 
pontiff and fovereign. Ie was from thence he re- 
peated the office of che Muffulmen, and made them 
afortof homily, as the bifhop and curate do in the 
church of Rome. This prince was matter of Syria, 
and made Damafcus his capital: he pushed his con- 
queits as far as Conitantinople, and befieged it fo 
Jong, as to fow and reap in the neighbouring fields. 


Moavia was a formidable enemy for Aly, who, 
notwith{tanding, marched againit him, and arrived 
in a little cime upon the frontiers of Syria. Water 
failing him, he afked for fome of a Chrittian her- 
mit, who had his cell near the camp. The hermit 
had only three hogfheads of water in his ciftern, 
but told Aly, there was a well in the neighbour- 
hood, fhut up with a huge ftone, where he might 
plentifully fupply himfelf. Aly difcovered the well, 
and caulfed it eafily to be uncovered; and having 
procured a fufficient refrefhment, returned thanks 
to God, and continued his march againft Moavia. 


The armies were quickly in fight ; but not ven- 
turing to givea decilive battle, fought in little par- 


57 


Moavia 
tcigns at 
Damnatcuss 


5 


ties : they reckoned ninety of thefe ikirmifhes in an Many fkire 


hundred days. Moavia lott forty-five thoufand 
men, but Aly infinitely Iefs. The former perceiv- 
ing himielf too much weakened, faftened many 
copies of the Alcoran at the end of lances, and 
caufing them to be carried at the head of the army, 
cried, this was the book that was to decide all dif- 
ferences, and that ic was not lawful, without rea- 
fon, to fhed Muffulmens blood. Aly was fenfible. 
of the artifice ; but his troops being {truck with an 
inftinét of devotion for that book, demanded that 
arbiters fhould be chofen to terminate the differences 


betwixt Moavia and Aly. 


Aly’s umpire was nominated, by his generals, 
who chofe a man of great devotion and integrity. 
Moavia’s arbitrator was a man of art. They agreed 
to depofe the two pretenders, and to eleét a caliph, 
who fhould rule over all the countries which the 
Muffulmen had conquered. Aly’s arbitrator fpoke 
firft, and cried, he depofed Aly and Moavia, as he 
took the ring from his finger. Moavia’s arbicrator 
approved Aly’s depofition, and confirmed Moavia 
in the caliphfhip, with which he invefted him in the 
{ame manner, by putting his ring upon his finger. 
It was in vain to appeal to upright dealing and the 
agreement, which the laft umpire openly violated, 
They curfed and excommunicated one another. In 
the mean time Aly, who faithfully obferved the fut- 
penfion of arms, had the mortification to fee a 
great part of his army rebel] againft him, becaufe he 
had acknowledged another judge betwixt him and 
Moavia. He beat the mutineers, and marched a 
fecond time againft Moavia, with different fuccefs. 
Here he loft Abdalla, one of his beft generals: he 
had alo the misfortune to hear that his own bro- 
ther had deferted him, and fided with his enemics. 
At Jaft three refolute men, enraged to fee fo much 
bloodfhed, refolved to flay the heads of a faétion 
who caufed fo great a divifion between the Mufful- 
men. Aly was killed in the mofque by one of thefe 
affaffins, and Moavia was only wounded. Haffan 
Aly’s fon, was forced to weld the caliphfhip to 
Moavia, who remained matter of Syria and Egypte. 
He was the chief founder of the race of the Om- 
anlage which was always an enemy to that of 
Aly. 


Jefid, his fon and fucceffor, was crucl and impi- 
ous; and therefore the Perfians never {peak of him 
without 
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without execration. However, he was acknow- 
ledged caliph in Perfia, and in all the lands of the 

uffulmen, except Mecca, Medina, and fome ci- 
ties of Chaldea. 


Moavia II. fucceeded his father; but he was of 
fo weak a conftitution, that he voluntarily reigned 
the caliphthip three months-aiter he had accepted it, 
and went and fhut himfelf up in a chamber, which 
he feldom or never came out of. Being wifer, or 
more refig ned, than Charles V. he never repented 
his abdication, and lived happily in his retreat: 
but the people regretted the lois of him, and caufed 
the man to be buried alive who advifed him to quit 
his dignity. He was fo icrupulous as not to charge 

is conicience with the choice of a fucceffor, be- 
caufe he did not know any one fufficiently accom- 
plifhed to fuftain fo heavy a burden. His motto 
upon his feal was, “* The World is nothing but a 

eat.” 


Marvan was elected, upon condition, That his 
children fhould not fucceed him, and that the ca- 
liphfhip fhould return to the houfe of Moavia. 
Marvan at firft defigned to execute his promife; 
but having humbled all his enemies, he defpifed 
Khaled, who was to fucceed him, and called him 
baftard. This young prince’s mother, whom Mar- 
van had married, could not bear this infult, but 
revenged her fon, by {trangling her hufband. 


We have related the great revolution by which 
the Perfian monarchy fell; and the difperfed tribes 
came under the empire of the Muffulmen, who 
became mafters of the eaft. Let us now fee what 
fhare they had in thele events. 


‘Theirhiftorians affert, that [fdigerdes, king of Per- 
fia, perfecuted them fome time betore the war of the 
Arabians againfthim. ‘Their fynagogues were given 
tothe Magi; their academies fhut up; and the per- 
fecution caufed the fall of many perfons. No won- 
der then that they rejoiced upon the change of their 
matter, It is an inclination rooted in the heart of 
the opprefied, to defire, and rejoice at, the humbling 
of their perfecutor, They imagine that God, a 
jut protector of theinnocent, punifhestheopprefior, 
and makes him fenfible of his iniquity. . The Jews 
paffed this ude nen upon Ifdigerdes and the Per- 
fians, who had given them fuch hard treatment. 


‘They are accufed not only of rejoicing at the con- 
quetts of the Muifulmen, who deftroyed abundance 
of churches, and did great mifchief to the Chrif- 
tians, but of affociating with them, of taking their 
mark, and encouraging them to carry their arms into 
the empire. But their joy mutt have often been in- 
terrupted by their own misfortunes; for the havock 
which the conquerors made in Perfia and Syria muft 
have given them difturbance. Befides, it was not 
neceffary that they fhould provoke the Saracens to 
war, who were /ufficiently inclined to it; and from 
the moment they had tafted the pleafure of wealth, 
by plundering fome provinces, they forgot their 
antient poverty, and thought of nothing but enrich- 
ing themfelves with the {poils of their neighbours. 

é ought therefore to found the motives of the 
war, and the invafion of fo many kingdoms, on the 
avarice of the Arabians, and the ambition of their 
leaders, which was never fatiated. 

Liberality 


_The Jews highly extol the humanity of the Ara- 
ophaaee’ bians, who condemned the violence offered to con- 
bians, icience, and reftored them to the free profeffion of 

their religion. They lived peaceably under the 
firft caliphs, and their academies were open. Chana 
taught at Pundebita, under Omar. Mar. Rabba 
fucceeded him; whilit Chenina Surfseus, the fon of 
Calipta, reigned at Sora. 


Omar fometimes favoured the Jews’: for a Muf- 
fulman having gained his caufe by Mahomet’s de- 
cifion, and the procefs being brought before him to 
be revited, he took his fabre, and cut off the obfti- 
nate Muflulman’s head, to avenge the Jew of his 
adverfary’s cavils. After he was caliph, a Jew 
complaining to him of a governor of a province, 
to whom he had delivered tome goods which he did 
not pay tor, Omar called for ink, and there being 
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none in the place, he took a brick from the wall of 
Medina, which he was building, and drew upon ic 
thefe words: ‘* Put an end to the complaints that 
are brought againft you, or leave your govern. 
ment.” ‘The Jew carrying the brick, was prefently 
paid the money. This fhews what accefs this na- 
tion had to the caliph, and this prince’s love of 
juftice. But yet, if he had equity for private per- 
fons, he was very injurious to the nation; tor that 
part which continued in Arabia after Mahomer’s 
conquefts he totally expelled. 


The Jewith nation, inftead of fuffering under 
Jefid, and his firft fucceffors, enjoyed a full and ab- 
iolute peace. Its prince of the captivity reigned 
with almoft as great an authority as if he had been 
king. The academies had been almott abandoned 
during the revolution. So great was the defertion 
of {cholars and mafters, that they were forced at 
Sora to make a weaver profeffor, becaufe he had 
ftudied the law. But then they began to relith the 
fciences again. The proteffion of phyfic, whichis 
always profitable, relumed its former luftre. 4 
prieft of Alexandria, named Aaron, was at once a 
phyfician and teacher: he had publithed a book, 
intitled, ‘* The Pandeéts ; or, the Treafure of Re. 
medies.” The Jew, Maffergieuf, who was at the 
caliph’s court, then tranflated it into Arabic. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Fuftinian’s edits againft the ews. The fynagovues g 
Africa changed Ga churches. Borium pea ie 
Jews. Their infurrettion againft Fuftinian. Revolt 
at Cefarea. Exploits of Belifarius, the Roman gent- 
val. The Fews affift the Goths. Naples befieged, and 
taken. Cruelties of the Jews at Antioch. They are 
powerful in Cyprus. Quiet fate under Gregory the 
Great. His great moderation and equity in matters 
of religion. Change of the Fewifh affairs under He- 
raclius. They are panied Fee alee Their pecu- 
liar fituation in Spain and Gaul. Decrees of the 
council of Toledo. A new council. New decrees 
againft the Jews. Their artful conduct. Fuliar 
writes againft them. Frefh refolutions of the council 
of Toledo. Their ftate in France. Ediéts publifhed 
againft them. Severity of prelates towards them. 


Lunel an academy of the Fews. They are perfecuted 
again in France. : 


Wé fhall now turn our attention to the Jews in mn 
_ the weft, under the Roman emperors at Con- )25 
ftantinople, Africa, Italy, Spain, and France, duy- jai 
ing the fixth and feventh centuries, which we think }+« 
expedient to join together, to avoid breaking the 
chain of their hiftory. 


The firft caufe of complaint which the emperor 
Juftinian gave them, was his ediét, which forbad 
them to celebrate their paffover- according to their 
own calculation, and enjoined them to keep it at the 
fame time with the Chriftians. This was no more 
than what weare told he did to the latter, whom he 
obliged to follow his new calculation, which caufed 
no leis confufion amongft them; but the Jews, ever 
tenacious of theirold cuttoms, relented it at a higher | 
rate, 


They were foon after expofed to a more severe 
edi&, by which that emperor deprived them of fe- 
veral privileges, particularly of making wills, an 
bequeathing legacies. 


se 

He likewife deprived thofe of Africa of the pub- 2 
lic exercife of their religion, at the requeft of the xx 
council of Carthage, and fent orders to the prefect «# 
of the prastorium to turn all their fynagogues into 
churches, and to reftrain them from performing aay 
religious duties in caverns. : 


‘This law was executed chiefly at Borium, acity off 
Africa, fituate at the foot of the mountains whic ie 
bounded Pentapolis on the weftern-fide, The fitua-|* 
tion of this city was ftrong, becaufe a chain 0 
mountains fhut up its entrance, and left but a very 
narrow paffage to come at it, The Jews had made 
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itaretreat in Jullinian’s time. Here they lved the 
more peaceably, becaule the emperor demanded no 
taxes of them, and no imperial collector was ever 
feen there. “Uhey had a {lately temple, the founda- 
tions Whereot they referred to Solomon’s time. We 
are toconclude trom this, that they had been along 
time fettled in this place, and that they were rich, 
notwithilanding the neighbourhood of the Moors. 
Juftinian undertook the converfion of the inhabi- 
tants of this city, as well as of thar of Aigula, 
where heathenifna (til remained, and where they fa- 
crificed to idols, in temples contecrated to Alexan- 
der the Great, and Jupiter Ammon. Le fucceeded 
in his defign; for the Jews as well as heathens em- 
braced Chriitianity, “Phe fynagogue, or temple of 
Solomon, became a church: and Juttinian caufed 
the city to be walled in, to make it more fate. 


Thefe edi&s, which were, by the Jews, looked 


-uponas a kind of perlecuiion, failed not, as utual, 
to produce a more than ordinary difconrent, which, 


by degrees, ripencd into a revolt, as foon as a 
proper opportunity oliered. 

The Brit was caulted by an impoftor, named Ju- 
lian. He appeared in Paletline, and deluded the. 
people of thar country. As he cook the tide of 
Congueror, the eafier co furprize his nation, he 
cated all his credutous followers to arm them- 
selves. The feditious falling: unexpeétedly upon the 
Chrittians, who fancied they had nothing to lear 
trons a nation fo often humbled, made great Naugh- 
ter of thent: but Judlinian’s troops ran to the re- 
lief of the opprefied : they foon found they were 
led by amifguided zeal. Vheirdeader was taken, and 
punifhed with death, which terminated the revolt, 


There was a fecond difturbance, twenty-five years 
after, at Celarea. The Samarians and Jews, though 
mortal enemies to each other, united againit the 
Chrittians of this city. ‘They demolifhed the 
churches, murdered many peeple, and allaffinated 
the governor in his palace. hs wile elcaping 
the danger, carried her compiaints to Juftinian, who 
jent {peedy orders to Adamantcius to bring the cause 
before him. Informations being laid, and che Jews 
charged with all the odium and cruelty of this 
violence, Adamantius confifcated the eflates of the 
rich, puc to flight great numbers of the mutincers 
who had a fhare in che aétion, and took off the 
heads of others. Vhe execution was performed 
with fuch feverity, that ic made all che Jews of 
that country tremble, and prevented, for a time, 
their taking up arms againit the Chrittians. 


fn Tealy che Jews declared loudly again{l Julli- 
avian and Belilarius, who befieged Naples. “Vhis 
famous general had recovered Alrica to the em. 
peror’s obedience; vanquifhed the Vandals; and, in 
the triumph decreed him tor ic ac Contlantinople, 
brought out the facred veftels of the temple of Je- 
rafalem, which ‘Vicus had brought to Rome, and 
Gizeric had carried away when he plundered that 
great city. “his ipeétacle, which revived the re- 
membrance of the taking of Jerufalem, and the 
rain of its temple, mull have dilturbed the Jews 
of Conflantinopie, Upon this fight one of them 
exclaimed, that thefe precious vefiels ought not to 
be brought to Conflantinople, nor, placed in the 
emperors palace. “hey cannot (fatd he), be pre- 
jerved in any other place than chat where Solomon 
confecrated thems and this is the reafon chat Gi- 
zevie las taken Rome, and the Romans have con- 
quered Gizeric.” 

Relifarius, have conquered the Vandals in Afvica, 
pafled over into ftaly co fighe the Goths, who were 
malters of the principal places, and firft attacked 
Naples. 


There were two faétions in this great city, one 
for the emperor, and theother for the Goths, whom 
the Jews, who were numerous and confiderable 
there, favoured. “Phe imperialilis, to free, them- 
telves from the inconyeniencies of a fiege, Dad re- 
prefented ta Belilarius, thar it was more advanta- 
neous to lay fee to Rome, becaule, if he took that 
capital, Naples, whielr continued to fubjeétion to 

No. 3. 


the barbarians but by force, would naturally return 
to its obedience: but he rejeéled this propolition 
and only made them great promiles if they woul 
capitulate. Articles of capiculation were already 
drawn up, and accepted by Belifarius, who granted 
all their demands, when. the friends of the Goths 
pathetically addrefiéd the inhabitants, and fupported 
their arguments by the prefence of the Jewifh mer- 
chants, who were there, to affure the people, that 
they fhould neither want provilions or ammunition 


during the fiege. Vhe citizens, encouraged by this naptes te. 
aflurance, took heart, and defended the place for fieged and 


twenty days wich the greatell vigour. Belifarius loft 
many good officers and foldiers’ in the different al- 
faults in which he was repulled. The Jews de- 
fended that part towards the fea; and as rhey were 
perfuaded they fhould have no quarter, fince they 
were the principal caule of the refittance that was 
made, they foughe ike defperate men. The city 
was already taken on another fide, whillt hey {till 
futlained the enemy’s aflault in their entrenchments: 
but at day-light they were forced in them. Belifi 
rius exhorted his army to clemency; but whether 
he fpoke but faintly, or that che foldiers, bent on 
murder and plunder, were deaf co che general’s ad- 
vice, they refpeéted neither age, fex, or religion, 
and, without diflinglion of pertons, made a great 
Qaughter. Vhis dreadful feverity quelled chem for 
atime; and we hear of neither revolt or periecu- 
tion during the two fubfequencr reigns. 





hough the reign of Mauritius was difturbed 
with che wars of che Avari, who came lrom the Da- 
nube, and made irequent incurfions Into Thracia, 
yet the Jews remained quiet there. This prince’s 
avarice, perhaps, contributed to it, for it was caly 
to purchale their liberty and peace of him. Befides, 
the Avari were fo remote from Juda and Syria, 
that they could not Hatter themfelves with drawing 
any hopes of affiftance from thence 5 and perhaps 
their motions were but little known. But Phocas 
alcending, the throne, by aMafinating his matter and 
his children, it was apprehended this 1¢volution 
might cauJe many alterations. 

‘Vhole of Syria, finding themfel ves powerful at 
Antioch, kid hold on the opportunity, and armed 
againft the Chriftians. £ 


t taken. 


Lhe edition was general, cyetties 


and they fought refolutely on both fides; but the of ue Jews 
Jews, being the ftronveft, killed many, and burnt at Antioch. 


others in their houles, which rhey had fer on fire. 
The bifhop Anattus was treated in a barbarous man- 
ner, for they dragged him along che ftrcers, and, 
after expofing him in che molt ignominious manner, 
threw him into the fire, and burne him. ‘Uhey were 
atlength, with great difficulty, fupprefled by Count 
Bonotus, whom Phocas fent witha fuflicient force 
againit chem. Thofe thac came off ealieft were ba- 
nifhed, ind tent away mangled and maimed. 


Lhe Jews were as numerous and. formidable in epee a 
he ile of Cyprus where they ad £ I ae ey he Jews 
the ile of Cyprus, where they had found means lO powertul in 


eflablifh thenielves, notwithilanding the refolucion Cyprus. 


that hac been taken in Adrian’s reign, of pot fut 
fering, fo much as travellers of thar religion chere. 
le was about jour years alter the mafMacre ac Anti- 
och, that the good Cyprian bifhop Leontius, fearing 
perhaps the fame fate from them, refolved, if pot® 
fible, to convert them to Chriftianiry, and fucceed- 
cd fo wellinit, if we may depend upon his apology 
as genuine, that the far greater pare of then were 
baptized. 


Gregory the Great lived at that time: this pon- 
Hf was perfuaded thac the Jews ought to be cul- 
tivated, inftead of bared, becaufe chey were one 
day to be recalled. heir general converfion was 
the vehement object of his defires ; he profecuted 
the means, and wrote to his receiver in Sicily, to 
alate his farmers, who turned Chriftians, the third 
of the revenues they were indebted to him, ‘Chey 
o ee he) be called ro the uniry of the faith, 
e by mild perluafion, and charitable advice, Vio- 
lence is likely to difzuft thofe whom genrlenels 
‘Sand charity allure, 7 enaces and tertor flop thofe 
whom the idea of Gods juftice, often repeated, 

has fhaken. ‘Lhe eee at hioal to Convert them 
7 \: 19 
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“¢ is not to make them fear us, by carrying feverity 
“ to excefs, but to oblige people to come and hear 
“the word of God.” 


He imagined it lawful to employ money, without 
believing thefe prefents could infufe faith; for, faid 
he, if we convert not the fathers, we may win the 
children. The Jews have praifed this pontiff, in 
their annals, for his lenity and indulgence to them; 
and they had reafon; for the abbefs of St. Stephen 
de Gergenti, in Sicily, defiring to fignalize her zeal 
to the pope, gave him notice, that a great number 
of Sicilian Jews defired to be converted, But, he 
would not be dazzled with a notion of increafing 
the church. He ordered the abbefs not to be too 
hafty, buc to wait till thofe catechumens were well 
inftruéted, before fhe fuffered them to receive bap- 
tilm. 


He had the equity to condemn the extravagant 
zeal of a new convert of Cagliari. A Jew, who 
had received bapcifm the day before, thinking to, 
diftinguifh himfelf in his new religion, put himielf 
at the head of a company of young people, and 
went to the fynagogue on Katter-day, and jet up a 
crofs there. The chief officers, military and civil, 
inftead of approving this violence, certified againft 
the Jew. he bifhop himielf, whom he had con- 
fulted, denied his confent, and condemned the 
action. Gregory the Great, defiring to coincide 
with this prelate in his equitable notions, praifed 
him for not confounding the eyil with the good, 
and adviled him to pals cenfure upon the new con- 
vert, without hearkening to the excufes he might 
make, by Jaying the fault upon his zeal, and Jove 
for religion. Ele required that the crofs fhould be 
removed, and the fynagogue left to the Jews; fince, 
though the law forbids them to build new ones, It 
appoints that they fhould be left the enjoyment of 
thofe they had already. With the fame fpirit he 
condemned the bifhop of ‘Terracina, who had taken 
away a fynagogue in his diocefe, which the laws had 
eftablifhed; and had driven the Jews from another 
place where they had retired for their devotion. 


This pontiff not only revived the old edicts iffued 
againft their having Chriftian flaves, which had 
been long fince fhamefully neg leet but ordained 
that ali the Jewith domeftics who fhould take refuge 
u be baptized, fhould become 

ree. 


‘The condition of the Jews altered much for the 
worfe as foon as the emperor Hercalius had con- 
cluded a peacd with Periia, by which fome relics, 
formerly taken by them, had_ been reftored to him, 
and fent to Jerufalem. It plainly appears, from his 
own words, that he hated the Jewifh nation becaufe 
they were enemies to the Chriftian religion: but 
what gave him the firlt handle againft them was 
his meeting with one at Tiberias, named Benjamin, 
a man fo wealthy as to have alone furnifhed his ar- 
my and court with provifions, and fo elated on that 
account, that he haraffed the Chriftians with trou- 
blefome law-fuits, and malicious profecutions. Ben- 
jamin, fearing his refentment, found no better ex- 
pedient to avoid it than turning Chriftian. But this 
circumftance did not Jeffen the emperor’s averfion 
to the nation, whom he foon after cauled to be ba- 
nifhed out of Jerufalem, with a fevere prohibition 
againft thofe who fhould, from that time, approach 
within three miles of the city. 


The prediétion of fome foothfayers, whom he had 
confulted, gave him greater provocation againft 
the Jews. This reftlels prince queftioned them 
about the fate of the ernpire, which was in violent 
convulfions ; and they anfwered him, “ It fhould 
“be ruined by a circumcifed nation.’ As he faw 
the Jews numerous, he gave credit to the footh- 
iayers, and perfecuted the Jews, by obliging them 
to abjure their religion. 


Not content with this, the emperor carried his 
zeal again{k them into the neighbouring kingdoms, 
and particularly to Sifibut, king of Spain, who made 
great numbers prifoner; and, to avoid the moft 
cruel torments, many abandoned their religion. 
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Ifidorus, bifhop of Sevil, who was one of Sifibur’s 
admirers in other refpects, has yet condemned this 
prince’s zeal, which was without knowledge; and 
inftead of impreffing faith in the hearts of the peo. 
ple, commanded it. Being afterwards at the head of 
the fourth council of Toledo, he caufed a very {o. 
Jemn decree to be made concerningit. This coun. 
cil was affembled by order of Sifimand, who had de. 
throned Scuintilla, the fon of Sifibut, and perceiy. 
ing the peoples minds divided, becaufe his compe. 
titor was ftill alive, made ufe of religious means to 
unite them: He convened the prelates of the king. 
dom to Toledo, proftrated himfelf beforethem, and 
in profound humiliation, delired a reformation of 
difcipline. “The council furthered the defigns of 
the new king, by giving inftructions to the Goths 
to unite under the fame prince for the defence of 
the nation, and pronouncing anathemas on thofe 
who fhould violate the oath of fideliry they had 
taken to the ufurper. The council declared, that 
neither Scuintilla, who had abdicated the crown, 
nor his wife, nor children, nor Gelanus, his brother, 
who had pretended to cake Sifimand’s part, and had 
deceived him, fhould ever be admitted to the be- 
nefit of the church. They went allo upon the cor- 
rection of feveral abules, and made regulations 
about the ftate of the Jews. It condemned the vio- Dees 
lence that had been done them by Sifibut’s order, tol 
declaring, that nobody ought to be forced to be- ies 
lieve; that we can only fave thofe that defire it; thar, 
as the firft man ruined himfelf wilfully, by crediting 
fallacious promifes, man cannot be faved but bya 
free converfion of his mind; and that he ought tobe 
perfuaded, and not driven, to the faith. 


Chintila, who fucceeded Sifimand, and was per- Axe 

haps his brother, thought alfo he ought to bring ** 
the churchmen into his intereft. To this effect he 
called the fifth council of Toledo, which made many 
decrees in his favour. But to render his laws more 
authentic, he caufed them to_be confirmed by ano- 
ther council, affembled the fame year, in the fame 
place. This council did three things againft the 
Jews. x. It recommended its king, who was in- Ne 
Hamed with a periecuting zeal. 2. It folemnly ra- Hay 
tified the Jaw that this prince had made to banifh ~ 
all the Jews out of his kingdom. Laftly, it de- 
creed, that no king, for the future, fhould afcend 
the throne till he had taken an oath never to violate 
this law; and anathematized him if he broke it. 
It is probable this variation of the two councils 
was caufed by the death of Ifidorus of Sevil. This 
prudent and moderate man, whole fentiments were 
known, prefided in the fourth council of Toledo, 
but he died before the fixth ; hence arofe the incon- 
ftancy of the prelates, who, having loft their truly 
Chriftian prefident, iwerved from moderation to 
violence. 


Recefuinthus afterwards called feveral councils at 
Toledo, where he offered them a plan of what ought 
to be the fubjeét of their deliberations. He pro-, 
pofed that they fhould debate about the election 0 
kings, in which the clergy had great fhare given 
them. The Jews were not forgotten, who, after theif 
converfion in former reigns, continued to judaize. 
The king was weary of this diffimulation, and would |. 
have it remedied. Elowever, it eems that this mo- eee 
tion of the king, and_the decrees of the council, Jess 
produced a falutary effect: for the principals of the. 
nation met, and wrote to the king, in the name of 
thofe of Toledo, and of all Spain, who were in the 
fame circumitances, proteiting to him, that, though 
they had hitherto diflembled, being neither perfect 
Chriftians or perfect Jews, they were refolved to 
change their conduét, and fincerely embrace the 
Chriitian religion. They affured this prince, that 
they would no longer have any commerce with thofe 
of their nation who were unbaptized ; that they 
would not intermarry with them, or obferve the 
fabbath or circumcifion. They promifed to {tone 
or burn him that fhould violate this engagement; 
and if the king would gracioufly grant them theit 
lives, they would content to_be his flaves, and that 
their goods fhould be confifcated. 





But their practices foon appeared totally oppofite 


opel cts 
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to their profeffions; for they not only efpoufed the 
caute of Judaifm, but publicly atcacked Chriftianity, 
infomuch that Ervigius was obliged to order Julian, 


~~ 


<< SY n’s. . ye . . 
Ep oxacsint chen arch bilhop of “Foledo, to write againft them, 
Rpehem which he accordingly did, with great force and fuc- 


cefs, in a learned treacile which he publifhed a lire 
~before the clofe of the feventh century. 
E:gica complained of a confpiracy the Jews, and 
their difperfed brethren in Atrica, had made againit 
his government. ‘This prince reprefenced to the 


# council affembled at Toledo, that the mifchief 
8 was ipread into all the provinces of the kingdom: 
3 that it had noe pafitd the Alps,*nor come into 
& France; but that ic was neverthelefs worthy of con- 
: fideration ; and that it could not be diffembled or 
: tolerated ; and therefore demanded not only the 


emtuions CouncH’s advice, but affittance. Upon delibera- 
yeaa tion, it was refolved, tharall the Jews fhould be de- 
Fat ot Tos graded of their privileges, declared fleves for ever, 
deo sssinl Fac their eltates fhould be confilcated, and their 


ah VM. 
ie children educated by Chriftians. 
= France changing its mafter, the Romans being ex- 
sf elled, and che Viligoths deprefled, the Jews laid 
4 hold of this revolution to make their way into fe- 
e verai places they had not entered before. © At Jeatt 
e we find, after Clovis, the kings and councils of this 
é kingdom made many regulations relating to their 
' conduét and liberty. They mutt have been fettled 
: at Paris, and the acjacent parts; fince Childebert, to 
a whom this kingdom fell by lot, publifhed an ordi- 


Bias pud- nance, forbidding them to appear in the {treets from 
fet = Maunday Thurlday till after Sunday: becaute he 
meen feared that the peoples devotion might caule fome 
infurrection again{t them; or that they might take 
advantage of that conjuncture, when the churches 
were. full, and the {treets empty, to execute lome 
villainous defign. ‘Phe council of Orleans, held in 
the year 540, made fuch another ordinance ; which 
thews thac ‘they were difperfed throughout the 
kingdom. 


They were ftill more numerous and potent in the 
diocefe of Uzes, fince Ferreol, the bilhop of it, fell 
under the King’s difpleafure, and was banifhed on 
their account.” He rhought that he might convert 
then by living familiarly wich them. ‘This fami- 
liarity rendered him fufpe€ted : it was imagined he 
engaged in their interefts, and probably in their opi- 
nions. ble was obliged to quit his bifhopric, and 





go to Paris, to juitity himéfelf to Childebert, where 
 hecontinued many years inexile. Burt the king be- 

Me tag convinced of his innocence, and having reftored 
ea, him co his bifhopric, he fell into another extreme, 


“and expelled all the jews from his diocefe. 
Avitus, bifhop of Clermont, went alfo to convert 


Son ee 
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the Jewsof Auvergne; butthe means heemployed _ 
were not always lawful: on the other hand, the in- Avius 
credulous fell into a criminal violence : for a new with feve- 
convert entering the city with his white habit; upon rity. 
his receiving baptifm, a manof his nation, enraged 

to fee him tn that drefs; threw upon him a pot of 
nautfeous oil. “Vhe people rioting upon that info- 
lence, were going to tear him in pieces, if Avitus 
had not oppoled it: but their revenge was only re- 
tarded; tor, on Aicenfion-day, the Chriftians of 
Clermont mutinying, quitted the proceffion to pull 
down the lynagogue. Avitus took occafion to 
write to the Jews, that he did not approve the vio- 
lence; but that, as a fhepherd, who was to take 
care of his Aock, and feek the ftraggling fheep, he 
exhorted them to believe as he did, or leave the 
city. The threats of the bifhop, and the fury of 
the people, had the effet. The fear of a cruel 
death enlightened the Jews; and on the third day 

a part of the people fent their confeffion of faith ro 

the bifhop, defiring to be baptized, which was per- 
formed on Whit-Sunday. | Thofe who had refolu- 
tion to perlevere, were banifhed the city, and obliged 

to return to Marfeilles, from whence they came, 


St. Germain, bifhop of Paris, was very zealous Zeal of 
for their converfion; and the hiftorians of thofe St. Gere 
times relate fome in{tances of his zeal, accompanied {purser 
with very itrange circumftances. verfion. 


King Chilperic, who found them rich and confi- 
derable in his kingdom of Soiffons and Paris, alfo 
undertook their converfion. Being an abandoned 
prince, he made it a point to force the Jews, and 
prefent them tothe font. Bur this cuftom was pro- 
phaned by thele new converts. No great advan- 
tage was derived from thele defigns of Chilperic ; 
indeed, he was aétuated by a motive that could not 
fuceeed. 


Lunel became afterwards one of the moft farious Lunel an 
academics of the Jews in the weft. The youth *ademy of 
came to ftudy there from the remoteft countries, "* 1“ 
and found nor only doétors that inftruéted them, 
butan exemplary charity. Benjamin of Tudela af- 
firms, that the doctors maintained their {cholars, 
and fupplied them with cloaths, all the time during 
their ftay in the academy. 


After the perfecution of the Jews in France 
great numbers fled for protection to other countries. 
where, at the inftigation of the Gallic princes, they 
were molt cruelly perfecuted. Some were put to 
death, and others confined in prifons; while great 
numbers had their heads and beards fhaved, and 
were treated with other marks of infamy, no lefs 
obnoxious to the Jews, than degrading to their 
perlecutors. 


The Exp of Boox I. 
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FROM THE TIME OF 


FLAVIUS FOSEPAUS. 
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PERIOD OF UPWARDS OF ONE ‘THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS, 
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Account of their Dispersion into the various Parts of Europs, Asta, 


Arrica, and AMERICA. 


WITH 


Their different PersecuTions, TRANSACTIONS, and PRESENT STATE throughout the 
, KNOWN WORLD. 


CHAP. I. 


The king of Cozar’s converfion to Fudaifin. The occa- 
Sion and manner of it. Chafdai’s pains to find out 


the kingdom of Cozar. His letter to king Fofeph. . 


Import of the anfwer. 


Sonvarhan HE. cighth century is-chiefly celebrated 
to Judaitm. for the converfion of Cozar, king of an 
heathen nation, and is one of the moft 
confiderable events of the Jewith hiftory. 
Cozar was aferious, thoughtful prince, who, after 
examining all religions, and holding conferences 
with Philofophers, Chriftians, Mahometans, and 

Jews, determined in favour of that of Mofes. 


His converfion was effected by the obfervations 
and reafonings of a famous rabbi, named Sangari, 
who explained feveral learned matters to him much 
to his fatisfaction. The king, however, fearful of 
alarming his idolatrous fubjeéts, and thereby infti- 


“The o¢cas 
fion and 
manner of it 


gating them to a revolt, communicated the fecret: 


only to the general of his army, and departing pri- 
vately with him, they arrived at a certain moun- 
tainous defart near the fea, where the night fur- 
prizing, and obliging them to enter a cave, they 
found there the Jews keeping their fabbath. The 
prince and general, overjoyed at this adventure, 


made their abjuration to thefe Jews, and being cn- 
cumcifed, refumed their way back to the capital. 
In the mean time, the noife of the king’s converfion 
being fpread abroad, thofe who had hitherto dil- 
fembled their Judaifm, openly profeffed it, and con- 
verted the Cozareans. ‘ Rabbins and doctors weté 
fent for from feveral places to inftruct the new con- 
verts, and convert the reft ; fo thar above an hun- 
dred thoufand embraced this religion. A taber- 
nacle was built after the model of chat which Mofes 
fet up in the wildernefs. he original Jews were 
exceedingly honoured; and the king himfelf re- 
folved to havea preceptor of that nation, to remove 
his remaining doubts, and to open to him all che 
precepts of the law. He had moft inclination for 
the Caraites, who are fcrupuloufly addicted to the 
law, and more zealous than the traditionifts; but 
he yielded to the reatons of Sangari, who was 4 
Thalmudift. The king grew happy and potent: 
he triumphed over his enemies, and made new oe 
quetts, which rendered him {trong and formidable 
to his neighbours. 


Judaifm muft have continued long in this king- 
dom, fince, more than two hundred and fifty ae 
after, king Joleph gave an account of his faith 104 
Spanifh rabbi, who defired to be informed of !! 
ftate, and method of governing his people. 


c : e 
dodtor’s name was Chaidai, who, according to th 
2 
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Narbonnefe Gaul. Ele was a bigot to his law, and fu 
had no kindnels for the Chrittians, He erected a 
mofque at Damafcus upon the ruins of a church, 
and built another at Jerufalero. Soliman, that is 
Salomon, his brother, fucceeded him, but conunued 
not long in his fovereignty. He was obliged to 
forcity Rama, in Paleiline, co ftop the incurfions the 


moft authentic accounts that can be produced, lived 
in the tenth century. 


Chafdai was treafurer-general to Abderanus, and 
had fo great an authority ae this prince’s court, that 
nothing was done wicthout his advice. lle confefles 
he had often heard mention of the kingdom of Co- 


gar, without being able to difcover it, cill the am- Omar II. Ab- 





baitadors from Conftantinople informed him, thac 
merchants frequently caine trom thiscountry, whofe 
commodities were tkins, and who told him that tlie 
reigning kin§’s name was Jofeph. Te refolved to 
write to this prince, and be at ihe charge of fend- 
ing an exprets with his leteer. Pic took the oppor- 
tuniry of the ambaffadors return to Conttantinople 


Arabians made into the tioly Land. 


dalafi’s fon, was his jucceffor, at whofe death the 
caliphfhip returned into the family of Abdalmelec, 


and was poRefled by his third ien, called Jefid II. 


He mace himfelf famous by his conquetts, ic being 


in his reign thac the Saracens belieged Toloufe anc 
Narbonne. “Lhe Chriftians of lgype fuffered, to 
much in his reign, that the king of Nubia, which 


to conduct him to tar. “Phe envoy refided there for lies betwixe Vhebais and Aithiopia, came to their Chrittians 
fix months, after which he was obliged to return the fuccour with an hundred thouland men, and would peilecures 
Jame way he came, upon information that the roads not return till Flalchem fent the patriarch of Alex- "°8?* 

to, Cozar were impalfable. Chafdai, much cha- andria to affure him he would not difturb the 

e erined ac this dilappointment, defigned to fend his church. Jet is probable the Jews had an hand in 

a fetter to Jerufalem, thac ic might be carricd to thele violent procecdings, fince they were cauled by 

e WNilibe, HCAS tO ei aed ae See to the avarice of the Mgyprian governors. 

si : ry of Baradas, and the kingdom of Cozar. e Ei : : : “ 

5 ae Bice King of Gablim arriving The houle of the Ommiades ended ee after The en- 

% at Cordua, undertook to make a more certain and under Marvan. ‘Phe Abballides had already, for tphthip 
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fpeedy expedition. He was alfo informed, that 
there was an old blind manin Spain, who had been 
2 favourite of the king ot Cozar; burt, upon fearch 
after him, he was not to be found, whichobliged him 
roconmmit his letter co che Gablim ambaffladors, who 





adjacent ifles, whether any of thele anders turned 
jews, and che names of the kings his predeceflors. 
Jie was afked too, whether war expelled the fab- 
bath ? Ze. Whether ic was allowed to defend them- 
felves, anc actack the enemy on the fabbath-day. 





That prince, at his requelt, gave him an account 
of his kingdom, government, and religion, which, 
if genuine, would prove, ar leait, that the Jewith 
rehgion was not only eflablifled in chat kingdom 
under one of his predeceffors, whom he names Bula, 
buc likewile prove chac ic (til] continued co fourith 
in his dominions, though there is very little in the 
defcription of them, of their fituation, limits, cli- 
mate, cities, rivers, and products, that can direct a 
teader Where to find them, fo that we deem it nced- 
Icfs co dwell longer on that legend. 


CHAP. IL 


Gows under the caliphs. Chriftians perfecuted ii 
haspt. Caliphjbip tranflated to the honfe Abbaffides. 
f wueuradle tothe Jews. Lew of Giafar 


¢ 


Tey are 
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fome time, meditated a rebellion in Chorazan; th 
governor whereof wrote a letter to his matter in. 
thele words; ** ] fee through the athes the light of 
fome coals which will break out ro your confulion : 
fire is kindled with wood, and war by dilcourle. 1 


3 ; . : : , = : erher iwalesor ans??? Eye 
ie cauied it to be delivered to king Jofeph. would know whether Ommi wakes or Neeps 2” Tle 
i H lufived té 03 teleripti his ki antwered but ee eve preroe ee more ahaa the 
S ‘te was delired to give a cdeicription of ais King~ abfent: cut off the miichief beiore it tpreads far- 
Z dom, the number of his provinces and cities, what ther? But as he ftudied not how to remedy the 
ae people he made war upon; whether there were any difeafe, the Abbaflides, as beingdefeendants ot Hal- 


chem, broke out into a rebeHion in the reign of 
Marvan. This prince was brave and unfortunate. 
Ab or Abbas Saffa, whom Elmacin calls Abulge- 
batus, revolting againtt him, and being proclaimed 
caliph, the war proved cruel and fatal to Marvan 
by a particular accident. ‘his prince, having drawn 
his army in battle array, went afide upon a particu- 
Jar oceafion, Wis horfe, that he had left, cook che 
bit in his teeth, and running to the army, threw 
them) into a panic, as believing the cahph was 
killed; fo that, without any further information, 
they took to flight. Marvan made fruitlefs atcempts 
to rally his frightened troops, and was forced to fly 
with them to Damafcus, from whence, not think- 
ing himielf fecure, he paffed into Kgypr, where 
giving battle again, he loit his lite; and his head 
was curried to his enemy, who remaincd matter of 
the caliphfhip. He ufed his advantages fo outra- 
geoufly, that he was fliled Safta the Bloodfhedder; 
becaule, befides tholfe who were killed in the bat- 
tles, he put all the houfe of Ommiades to the 
iword, except one man, who fortunately efcaped, 
pafled into Spain, and reigned there. Abdalla, the 
new caliph’s uncle and general, having gathered to- 


the Fuft. Charatier ef Mobadi, fucceffor of Almean- gether fourlcore princes of the family of the Om- 
fir. Charlemagne’s exbally to bin. ~ Motoffim go- miades, canted them all to be knocked on the head 
sha ie = 7 with mally wooden clubs; and having their bodies 
eris cwoith jupiice. 
Jitjei 


Mathek opprefjes the ews. Like- 
t his fucerfor Motarakel. Divifions among the 
hearvned. fb 


Revolution in the boufe of the caliphs. 


B BDALMELEC held the caliphfhip in the be- 
‘A Sinning of the eighth century. His avarice 
was fo exorbitant chat nothing could contenc it; 
and he was fo violent an enemy to the houle of Aly, 
4s not to bear even to be commended by # poet of 
that te&. He puthed his conquefts as far as Spain, 
and triumphed wherever he carried his arms. In the 
seighth of his viétories he preferved a great niode- 
ration : he neicber perfecuted the Jews or Chriftians 
or his dominions; but allowed the former their aca- 
cemies and privileges; and would not take from the 
latter, by force, one of their churches at Damatcus, 
which they had retufed him, but left them in the 
beaccable enjoyment of it. 





_ Valid, theeldeft of fixteen fons, fucceeded his fa- 
thers and though he reigned bucnine years, yet he 
conquered many provinces in Spain and Sardinia. 

she ilands Majorea and Minorca were reduced to his 
Sdedience; and his trrueps penetrated even into the 

No. «9. 


i 


| 


Jaid on a table covered with tapeitry, gave to all his 
officers a dinner of a new invention; and the en- 
tertainment was carried on‘among the fighs and 
groans of expiring men. Afterwards he caufed the 
fepulchres of this family to be opened, and taking 
out the dead bodies, hung them upon gibbets. 
hus perifhed that houfe which had produced four- 
teen caliphs. That of the Abbaffides fucceeded, 
and reigned above five hundred years. As the for- 
mer caliphs had their feat at Damafcus, thefe chofe 
the city Coufz for their capical, fituate upon the banks 
of the Ituphrates, four days journey from Bag. 
dad. ‘his city is decayed long fince, and conficer- 
able for nothing but the fepulchre of Aly, which is 
in its neighbourhood, and vifited by his followers 
with great devotion. The Abbaffides, when they 
changed the feat of their empire, brought their ca- 
pita] nearer the habitation of the Jews, who had ftill 
their academies on the banks of the Euphrates. Al- 
manfor, who fucceeded his brother, built alfo Bag- 
dad, for greater fecurity. He called it the city of 
Peace ; but it retains the name of the hermit Bag- 


dad, who had his cell in the meadows where the 
| city was built. 


And it was in the neighbourhood of 


7 Os the 


the trantlaced 


into the 
houfe of 
the Abba 


fides. 
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the Tigris and Euphrates thar the caliphs refided 
after that time. 


The Abbaffides treated the Jews favourably: In 
fact this nation having fuffered what was unavoid- 
able, and common to all fubjeéts in the revolutions 
of an empire, refumed their firft tranquillity under 
Almanfor, who was a man of letters, and drew to 
his court all the learned of his time, without troub- 
ling himfelf about the difference of religions. His 
firft phyfician was a Chriftian. Almanfor, who 
loved him, was willing to make him a Turk; but 
he anfwered, that he would either be burnt, or faved 
with his anceftors. The prince {miled at the anfwer, 
and difmiffed him to die in peace at home. _Alman- 
for, who delighted in aftronomy, had alfo fome men 
from Perfia well verfed in thaticience. He had ef- 
pecially Jews in his attendance, who took advantage 
of that circumftance to bring their academies into 
new repute. R. Jofeph and Samuel prefided in the 
univerfity of Pundebita. Dorzus, Ananias, and 
Maitha, fucceeded them. There were likewife two 
famous men at the head of the academy of Sora, 
who went both by the name of Judah; one was the 
fon of Nachman, and_the other of Outhrineus. 
His book, called the Great Leffons, was received 
with fo general an applaufe, that Judah, who taught 
at Sora, foon after made an abftract of it. This Ju- 
dah was blind. Elowever, he had the title given him 
of the Great Light, becaufe the Jews, thinking itan 
affront to their learned men to call them blind, con- 
cealed that imperfeétion under an honourable title. 
‘There was another doétor in thefame century, called 
R. Mari, whom they alfo ftiled Light of the Eyes, 
from his great knowledge and penetration. Acha 
was another dodtor profoundly fkilled in the pre- 
cepts of the law; upon which he compofed a large 
volume, intitled Schealtot; but as he clafhed with 
the head of the captivity, he could not arrive to the 
quality of fublime doétor or excellent, which mor- 
tification was attended by another. Samuel, the 
head of the captivity, when he died, named ano- 
ther prince to fucceed him; but fo far from having 
any regard to the reputation and Jearning of this 
doctor, he chofe his jervant to prefide over the na- 
tion. Achacould not digeft this laft affront, fo that 
leaving the academy, he went into Juda, whilft 
his fervant Nithroneus poffeffed the principality, 
which he enjoyed for thirteen years. Ananus had 
the fame misfortune as Acha. This rabbin was a 
man of parts, but could not be admitted to the 


“number of doétors, becaufe his doctrine was fuf- 


pected of fome blemifh. This fufpicion was well- 
grounded, for he put himfelf ac the head of the 
Sadducees, which feét was believed to be almoft bu- 
ried in the ruins of Jerufalem. They recovered 
ftrength, and, under the conduct of this famous 
leader, became formidable to their enemies. Some 
confider this Ananus as the father of the Caraites, 
rather than the reftorer of Sadduceifm. But we 
have fhewn that the Caraites could not claim him 
for their founder, becaufe they were of a more an- 
cient ftanding. 


Giafar, furnamed the Fuft, (Sadek,) who lived at 
that time, heavily aflicted the Jews of Arabia, and 
alfo of Perfia. He was the fixth of the Imams; fo 
the Muffulmen ftile their fupreme pontiff, who pre- 
fides over the mofques. He has a temporal as well 
as fpiritual authority. Such as caft off their fub- 
jection to him are looked upon as atheifts. The 
Perfians have a particular reverence for twelve of 
thele Imams, the immediate fucceffors of Aly, 
among whom Giafar is one of the moft confider- 
able. This Imam made an order, that the Jews and 
Chriftians who turned Muffulmen fhould be fole 
heirs of their family; and as this law was precifely 
executed, it caufed many to apoftatife, who by 
this means fucceeded to the eftates which they 
could not obtain in a lawful way. 


Almanfor, having reigned two and twenty years, 
departed this life. Abdalla, his uncle, had difputed 
the caliphfhip with him, which he pretended to be 
due to his valour, and the fervices he had done to 
Saffa. But being overcome, he was fhut up in a 
houfe fupported by tones ofrock falt; and Almanfor, 


’ the conquefts he made in the weft. 


Booxy, 


by conveying a water-ftream under the palace, dif. 
folved thefe itones, threw down the building, anq 
buried Abdalla in the ruins. The reft of his rejgn 
would have been very happy, had he not difgraced it 
by his avarice. Finding his death approaching, he 
fent for Mohadi, his fon and heir, whom he com. 
manded to honour his relations, becaufe the honour; 
he did them refleéted upon himielf; and to treat his 
freemen kindly; becaisfe they were _perfons who 
would ferve him in time of need. He forbad him 
to build the city Bagdad on the ealt fide, and toad. 
mit women into affairs of ftate; after which he re- 
commended him to Providence, and expired. Hit. anc 
torians give quite a different character of this prince, ! 
He was as liberal as his father was covetous, He “="* 
{pent fix millions of gold crowns in one pilgrimage 
to Mecca, having conveyed thither fnow and ice, 
which ftrangely furprized the inhabitants, who had 
never feen any before. He held his court of juttice, 
attended by the moft able Muffulmen, and dif. 
countenanced the unjuft judges. Laftly, he obliged 
the emprefs Irene to pay him _a tribute of feventy 
thoufand gold crowns, to be freed from the incur. 
fions of the Arabians, who incommoded her as far 
as Conftanrinople. He was an enemy to the Jews, 
and would either have them embrace his religion, 
or wear a badge to diftinguifh them from the Muf. 
fulmen; and he fent Thefias, one of his generals, 
to Emefa with this commiffion, which he executed 
with great feverity. 


Aaron, furnamed the Juft, fucceeded to the ca- 
liphfhip, after the death of his brother, in the year 
786, and was one of the greateft of the Arabian 
princes. He loved men of letters; burt, inftead of 
affording them implicit belief, exaétly weighed 
whether their decifions comported with the good of 
the ftate: “* You are more learned than [,” (faid he, 
once, to one of his cafuifts, who would have put 
him_upon a falfe {tep, upon pretence of oblerving 
the Muffulman law,) ‘* but I have more prudence 





_ and underftanding than you.” 


_ Charlemagne thought it expedient to make an al- 
liance with this prince: he believed it might be of 
ufe to him to make a diverfion in the empire of the 
eaft, that none might prefume to difpute with him 
1 _ He had, per- 
haps, more extenfive views, to which the caliph’s 
afliftance was abfolutely neceffary. 


In order to render his embaffy more acceptable, q,, 
he made choice of Ifaac, a Jew, whom he fent to 
Perfia, with the counts Lanctrede and Sigifmond, «* 
Tfaac was thought a proper man to negociate with" 
a prince, who had great commerce with his nation, 
difperfed in hisdominions, and who hated the Chril- 
tians. He beft knew the flile and manner of the 
orientals, by means of his difperfed brethren, who 
were in credit at Aaron’s court. The eaftern Jews, 
upon the whole, enjoyed a profound tranquillity in 
his reign, and made their fynagegues and academies 
flourifh. 


Aaron was fucceeded by his fon Amin, about the 
beginning of the ninth century ; but he proved fo 
weak aprince, and fo addicted to his pleatures, that 
his brother Mamoun found an opportunity to de- 
throne him. 


He was a prince eminent for his noble actions, 4 
lover of learning, and endeavoured to bring it into 
the efteem of the Arabians, who had neglected ic 
till that time; and, in order to fucceed in it, caufe 
all the good books of the Jews to be tranflated into 
that language. 


This ftep was not at all relifhed by his fubjects, 
who were ready to revolt; but that confideration 
did not prevent him from diftinguifhing learne 
men of all nations, among whom was a celebrated 
Jewith aftronomer, who had been in high repute 
ever fince the reign of Almanfor, but was now 
efteemed at this court as the phoenix of his age. 1¢ 
was therefore highly efteemed by Mamoun, during 
whofe reigh the Jewith academies of Sora and Pun- 
debita abounded with men of letters. 


Mamoun, at his death, preferred his brother Mo- 


taflem before his own fon Abbas; who, at the uD 
) gation 






Chins. 








i lor z Z uit ice. Mothadi, who fucceeded him, was quickly de- 
Se EE ee vateeciine onecnine poted by Moihamed, a weak man, addicted to his 


pleafures, who was abfolutely governed by his bro- 
ther and nephew. It was in his reign that Egypte 


the caliphfhip, butafterwards yielding to his uncle’s 
Meattem =remonitrances, not only took an oath of fidelity, but 
joes ~— obliged all his party to do the fame. As Chriftian 
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pithjurtice. princes call themielves kings, by the Grace of was difmembered from the STO iDs ope Rauiates 
t God, he would be called Moraffem Billah, that is, fuling to depend upon him, was declared a rebel, jn he houte 
I a prince, preferved by the Grace of God. Dil- and ordered to be execrated in all the mofques of of the ene 
gutted with Bagdad, by the frequent feditions of its the empire. But this hindered not a new dynafiy lirhs. 
L inhabitants, he drew nearer to Syria, where he builc || being fet up in l’gypt, and the beginning of a fuc- 
: Samarah, or Sermeurai, which became the capital ceflion of new caliphs. 
£ of thefe caliphs. He governed: his dominions with 
great juftice, and won a battle againft the emperor 
pt ae 7 at eis 3 > 
‘Theophilus, which coft the Chriftians above thirty CHAP. UL. 
thoufand men. , ; Paya : 
Vathek, his facceffor, b bit : Fiolent effects of a difpute coucerning images. ‘Fews 
thek op athek, his fucceffor, became a bitter enemy to es ri Rei pis Sates On Age 
Fatick oF the Jews, upon twoaccounts. 1. Becaufe they had opp? elfed in Syria. A av0itt cd under Nicephorius and 
Me been guilty of great frauds in the management of the Michael. Revolution in Spain. Fuda a learned 
finances, which had been committed to their care in Jew. The Saracens, abetted by the Jews, are vt&o- 
the reign ech yprececedons a penale ahcy vould rious. “Feros flourifh under Lewis the Debonnair. 
not receive the Alcoran, for which refufal they were ae 2 ; : eee 
heavily taxed, and forced to pay very large fines Difturbed by the bifbop of Lyons. That prelates un- 
into his treafury. timely zeal fuppreffed. State of the Fews under 
This prince was a lover of learned men, and par- Charles the Bald. They are accufed of abifiing the 
ticularly of aftronomers, who deluded him concern- Normans. Obnoxious to particular cities. 
ing the duration of his life: and he was fo charita- i . . . 
ble, that no beggar was feen in his capital, nor in ‘ i LIE queftion about images occafioned violent 
the reft of his dominions, during his reign. commotions in the empire. Not only the di- 


; . ! : vines engaged in it, the church divided, councils 
Motarakel met with oppofition upon his claim of were called, and pafled contrary decifions, but per- 


the caliphflip, after the death of his brother; for |} fecutions alfo broke out, the people revolted and 
there was a defign to fet the jon of Vathek on the flew to arms, and the controverly drew after it tor- 
throne: but it being reprefented that it would bea rents of blood. 


difgrace to the Muifulmen to have a perfon at the 


head of them unqualified to fay the public prayers, The Jews were accufed of having had a con- Violent cf 
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Motarakel was appointed fucceflor. He rigoroufly {| fiderable hand in it, if they were not the firft fettvof a 
‘ treated the followers of Aly, and forbad the pil- movers of it. However that may be, it is plain that coring. - 
é grimages that were made to his tomb. the new emperor declared himfelf no Iefs zealous images. 
5 j : : ; againft the Jews than againit images; for both they 
€ echis , He declared himfelf likewife againft the Jews: and the Montagnards, or Manichees, were com- 
dese for he ordered that all who were in his empire manded by him co turn Chriftians, under the fevereft 
fosicket, fhould wear a leathern girdle as a mark of diftinc- penalties; only the latter being more tenacious of 
tion. He excluded them from all offices of the their principles, fuffered themfelves co be burnt for 
divan and the government, which is an argument them; while the Jews took their old method of dif- 
e that they were admitted in ic till that time. He for- fembling to fave their lives. But as the patrons 
bad them having iron ftirrups to their faddles, and for images gained their point, notwithftanding the 
to ride upon hories, permitting them only the ufe of ftrenuous oppofition of the emperor and his fol- 
; afles and mules. ‘This prince not only degraded lowers, they obliged the Jews, on whofe fincerity 
q them from all the honours they had enjoyed, but they had no great reafon to rely, to fubicribe to a 
ftigmatized them with marks of diftin€tion and in- formulary, acknowledging themfelves worfhippers 
f famy; and what was of worfe confequence to them, of holy images, and imprecating Divine vengeance 
Motarakel’s law {pread itfelf not only through his if they were not fincere in their profeffion. 
empire, but into the neighbouring dominions. In 2 . . : 
i fine, it has more or leds fubfifted; for it is obferved 1 Lhe Jews found themfelves involved in the defo- The Jews 
i at this day in many places where the Turks com- lations of Jerufalem and Syria. Abdalla, the fon of ae dppret- 
4 mand. Aly, traverfing Judea, commanded the Chriftians to fed inSynia, 
Th ae : i oe fhave their beards, and wear long caps. Arriving 
3 ‘The Jews had another misfortune in this caliph’s at Jerufalem, he would have all the Jews, as well as 
ue reign, Faction was re-kindled in one of their aca- Chriftians, to be marked in the hand, to diftinguifh 
demies. Menachem, the fon of Jofeph, was fole || them from Muffulmen. Most of the Chriftians fo 
prefident at Pundebita, when the people went about marked, being unable to bear this difgrace, or elfe 
fo give hima partner, called Mattathias. fe could fearing a more violent perfecution, withdrew them- 
not bear this competitor. Each made their party. felves to the territories of the Roman empire. But 
The difputes were violent; but at lait Menachem the Jews, who were as much afraid of Leo Hauricus 
ereice it. Hedied two years after, and left the as of the caliphs, continued in the lands fubjeét to 
place and authority to Mattathias, who enjoyed it a their obedience. It is even faid that they entered 
much longer time. : into Abdalla’s train, that they might enrich them- 
Motarakel was flain by his fon. This cruel prince felves with the fpoils of the Chriftians. Indeed, 
had an iron ftove, pointed within, which he caufed this general had always a confiderable number of 
to be heated in proportion to the punifhment he de- them in his army, to whom he fold the church-plate 
pened for the offender; and when the fufferer cried, and furniture he had plundered. 
nu erie on mr he anlweees pos afer They fared much better under Nicephorus, who , 
] oul. Is vizier died in this. e after fucceeded Leo Ifauric b he b Favonrert 
torty days torture. He fpared not his own fon |} ricus, about the beginning of the under Ni- 


ninth century, and declared againft images; for cephorus 
which reafon it probably was that the other fide 27! Mi- 
loaded him with inveétives, as having put himfelf %**!- 
under the guidance and direétion of the Manichees 

and Attingans, a kind of diviners or foothfayers 

to whom they attributed furprifing power and in- 
fluence, with refpect to the fuccefs of -princes, and 

the ftate of kingdoms. Nicephorus, however *pro- 

tected the Jewifh nation, and fuffered them to live 
unmolefted during his reign. 


Moutaffar, who, tired with thefe hardfhips, caufed 
him to be flain. Fie was not Jong a gainer by his 
parricide. Being tormented with cutting remorfe, 
he thoughe he faw his father reproaching him with 
his crime, His brother Mothas was as unforcunate 
ashe; for the Turks and Egyptians which he had 
in pay, revolting againft him, entered into his pa- 
lace, ‘dragged him from his throne by the feet, ex- 
Pofed hins to the fun, and beat him with their battle- 
axes till he had figned his depofition. They con- 
trived his death foon after, either by debarring him Michael, furnamed the Stammerer, was {till more 
of drink, or by giving him poifon with water and favourable to them than Nicephorus. {t is even 


faid, 





Revolutions 
in Spain, 


R. Juda 
+ learned 
Jew. 
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faid, that he was half a Jew. This prince came 
from Amorium, acity of Phrygia, in which a great 
variety of feétaries had taken fanctuary. Itis pre- 
eended that Michael borrowed fomething from all 
thefe feéts, which he had known and ftudied in his 
youth ; that he had taken baptifm from the Chrif- 
tians, which he fubftituted in the room of circum- 
cifion; but otherwife he generally obferved all the 
Jewifh ceremonies. 


The ftate of the Jews in Icaly, at this time, can- 
not be afcertained ; and Spain furnifhes but a very 
flender account. “fhe Saracens had entered and re- 
duced it to their obedience. Moles, or Mula, the 

overnor of Africa, upon the invitation of the 
Bhriitians. fent one of his generals, named Tarck, 
into Spain, who, making his defcenr at the foot of 
the mountain Cafpe, gave it its name; hence it is 
called Giba) ‘Tar at this day; or, The mountain of 
Tarck. Roderick loft his life, and crown that was 
given him in the year. 712. Mofes, taking that ad- 
vantage, pafled his army into Spain, and pufhed his 
conquetts not only to ’Poledo, but beyond Saragoffa. 
But as he depended upon Olic, the caliph of Da- 
maicus, he was recalled fome time after. 


A. Jew was refolved co take advantage of this re- 
velution, and of the wars the new governors made 
with the French in Languedoc: he was called Se- 
renus, and pretcaded to adivine miffion. He found 
in Spain abundance of people difpoted to believe 
and follow him into the Holy Land, where he was 
to eftablifh his empire. Ambifa, who was then go- 
vernor, took advantage of this defertion, and feized 
all che eftates they had vacated by cheir credulity. 
Tc is not faid how far Serenus carried thefe credu- 
lous people; bur it is mott probable that fome died 
by the way, and that the reft returned into their 
country, to bewail the lofs of their eftates, which 
they had fo imprudently quitrec. 


The houfe of the Ommiades, which enjoyed the 
caliphthip in the eaft, {ent governors and troops 
hither to confirm their ancient conquelts, and to 
make new ones. ‘his family was ruined by that of 
the Abbaffides, which made a general maffacre of 
all thac belonged to it. Abdalrahman, whom we 
call Abderame, muft not be confounded with a ge- 
neral of the fame name, who was defeated by Charles 
Martel, and had the good fortune to efcape into 
Spain with his father, Moavius acknowledged him 
caliph in all the welt. He reigned there a long 
time, and began to build the famous mofque of 
Cordua, which his fon finifhed by the help of the 
Chriftians, whom he ordered from Narbonnele Gaul, 
to work upon the fumpruous temple of his prophet. 
In the reign of this caliph appeared R. Juda, who 
diltinguifhed himfelf in his nation by his learning. 
As he had {tudied philolophy, he inveftigated the 
caules that hindered the fea from overflowing the 
land, and publifhed a treatile on it, which got him 
great reputation. Efe publifhed allo an Arabian 
dictionary, and tranflated many books of that lan- 
guage into Flebrew, which fhews not only that this 
man was learned, and that the fciences flourifhed 
then in the Spanifh fynagogues, but alfo chat thele 
firit caliphs were more favourable to them than to 
the Chrittians, who were forced to labour upon the 
building of a mofque, after having taken the mate- 
rials from them. 


As Languedoc was added to Spain ever fince the 
Vifigoths were matters of it, that province was the 
firft expofed to the incurfions of the Arabians, who 
had defeated the Viligoths. In the firtt years of 
their conquefts they made themfelves matters of 
Narbonne, and came and befieged Toloufe. It is 
afferted that the Jews, who had made a particular 
treaty with them, affifted them, upon condition that 
all che Chriftians fhould be murdered that were in 
the town after it was taken. It is alfo faid that the 
Jews of Toloule, weary of the tyranny of the prefent 
bifhop, called in the Saracens from Spain, and pro- 
miled co deliver up the city, upon condition that, 
having maflacred all the Chriftians upon their en- 
trance, the traitors fhould be permitted to enjoy ie- 
seral privileges, and an entire liberty. The Snra- 


cens took Narbonne in their march, and advanced 
as faras Lyons, deftroying all that fell into cheir 
hands. Vaifier, duke of Aquitaine, vainly endea- 
voured to oppole their paffage; he was defeated, and 
loft his life. After his death, the victor befieged 
Tolonfe, took it, and put all the inhabitants to the 
fword, except the Jews, to whom he religioufly 
performed the promife he had made them. Bur 
Charlemagne having won three battles over Abde. 
rame, and retaken the city of Toloufe, was rcfolved 
to punifh the traitors for their bafenefs, and all the 
blood they had caufed to be fpilt. They were con. 
demned to death, and the inftruments of their pu- 
nifhment were already prepared, when the cries and 


magne, and obliged him to mitigate the punith- 
ment. Infleacd of a general execution, he was con- 
tented with the heads of the principals in the trea- 
fon; and ordered, for che future, that all the Jews 
iving at Toloufe fhoutd receive a box on the ear 
thrice a year at the gate of a church, chat fhould 
be appointed by the bifhop, and pay a perpetual 
fine of thirteen pounds of wax, 
They were (ill more favoured under Lewis, fur- 
named the Debonnair, whole chief phyfician was a 
Jew, whom fome hiitorians have reprefentec as one 
of the greateft magicians inthe world. He wasin 
fuch high credit with that prince, that all the cour. 
tiers were glad to gain his and his countrymen’s 
friendihip with the moft fumptuous pretents. The 
emperor gave them liberty to build new fynagogues, 
and granted them very advantageous edicts. So 
powerful a proteétion bred jealoufy and great dil 
orders in the diocelt of Lyons. 
Agobard, who was bifhop of it, had forbidden 
his Hock to fell Chriftian flaves to the Jews to be 
carried into Spain, and to keep the fabbath. It 
cannot be doubted bur this prelate had a power to 
make fuch laws as thefe for the government of the 
people committed to his care, and then did what is 
ufual with able men when invefted with authority. 
He forbad the Chriftians co buy wine of the Jews, 
and co eat with chem during Lent. The Jews com- 
plained of thefe Jaws to Lewis, who being provoked 
againit Agobard, and the. citizens of Lyons, fent 
three commiffaries to take information. The bifhop 
was much furprized to fee them arrive at his houle. 
Some inhabitants, who probably were guilty of 
more capital oppreffions, betook themlelvesto flight. 
The bifhop, having more authority, waited the con- 
fequences of the inquett, which was not to his ad- 
vantage, fince the Jews were reftored to the poflef- 
fion of their privileges, and the market on Satur- 
day was changed to another day of the week, that 
the neceflity of trading that day might not oblige 
them to violate their fabbath. The emperor had in 
his rurn the power of making regulations relating to 
the police. In the mean time Agobard was much 
difgufted: he queftioned whether thefe were the 
true orders of the emperor; though he could not 
doubt it, fince his jeal was put to them. He 
accused his minifters of corruption: he charged the 
Jews with ftealing frequently Chriftian children, in 
order to fell them, and of doing the bafeft actions, 
and related this upon the declaration of a fugitive of 
Corduba, who faid, that they had fold him in his 
youth. 


"Thefe accufations were not believed at court, and 
his remontftrances had no effect. E’vrard, the em- 
peror’s commiffary, continued to protect the Jews, 
and to mortify the archbifhop of Lyons, who omit- 
ted noching in fupport of what hehaddone. He wrote 
a fecond time to the emperor, and fent him a treatile 
on the Jewith fuperititions, figned by two bithops 
he had joined with him, to give greater weight and 
authority to his book. He endeavoured to proven 
this piece, that we ought to have no commerce with 
heretics, and particularly with the Jews, becaule 
there is no fectary but what has fome article of 
faith 1n common wich che church. 

All thete effects failing, Agobard made a journey 
to court, to flicic more effectually again{t the 
Jews, whom he Icoked upon as perional enenes. 


Tle had audience cf the emperor, but it was only an » 


2 audience 
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groans of fo many poor wretches moved Charle-. 
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o his 


audience of leave; being permitted to return to 
diocele without giving him any fatistaction. The 
difappointment of this Journey redoubled his grief. 
He was afraid of provoking the court, by bap- 
tizing of heathens who were in the jervice of the 
Jews, and fometimes took refuge in the churches 
to turn Chriftians. Therefore, as he durit not ven- 
ture upon this laft ftage without the empcror’s 
jeave, he fent to beg his permiffion. What aniwer 
he had we cannot learn; bue we have reaton to con- 
clude, from a moft uncharitable and {plenetic epitle 
he wrote to the great and learned Nebutius, bifhop 
of Narbonne, that ic was not acceptable. 


The proteétion the Jews found at Lewis’s court, 
reirftate againit one of the moft learned bifhops of his age, 
ander made them fourifhin France. It was {aid openly at 
“hanes th Court, that the poiterity of Abraham and the pa- 
an, triarchs ought to be refpected.. Even fome Chril- 

tians began to conform to the Jewith rites in many 
inftances that were a reproach to their profeffion. 


The ftate of the Jews was not fo entirely agreeable 
under Charles, furnamed the Bald, when Remilius, 
a prelate of eminence, caufed iome of his clergy to 
preach in their fynagogues; by which means fo great 
a number of their children were like to have been 
converted, that they were forced to fend them away 
to Vienne in Dauphine, Macon and Arles in Pro- 
vence, and other places, where they were more nu- 
merous. The bifhop fent a complainc to court, and 
begged of that prince to fend orders to the bifhop 
of Arles, &c. to follow his method, reprefenting 
that the converfion of thofe children was a greater 
aét of charicy than faving them out of the lion’s 
mouth. In all probability Charles confented to this 
requeft, for numbers of Jewifh children were bap- 
tized, all by their own free choice; and the emperor 
was foon after poifoned by Sedecias, his Jewifh phy- 
fician, Jately mentioned, who is fuppofed to have 
been fuborned to chat vile deed by thole of his own 


nation. 


They are likewife accufed of having a great hand 
elews in the troubles thac happened under this reign, by 
vet of the incurfion of the Normans into feveral provinces, 
img the particularly that of Aquitaine, where they were 
mins very numerous. ‘They were {till liable to the igno- 
minious fentence paffed againft them by Charle- 
magne, of being buffetred three times a year at the 
church door, which was not, indeed, executed on all 
the Toloufan Jews, but was, in time, confined to 
their Syndic, or head magiftrate, who received that 
punifhment in the name of the refit. We may add, 
that, though their credit was very high at court du- 
ring the life of the treacherous Sedecias, yet they 
were liable to many infults from the populace in ci- 
ctious. ties ata diftance from it. Thus, for initance, thole 
sue of Beziers, in Languedoc, were yearly driven about, 
with vollies of {tones, from the eve of Palm-Sunday 
to the Tuefday in Eafter-week, from which indig- 
nity they at length redeemed themfelves by a tribute 
they paid to the bifhop of the place. Indeed, it is no 







wonder that the Jews, though powerful at court, ° 


fhould be obnoxious to the inhabitants of particu- 
lar cities. 


CHAP. IV. 


State of the Jews in the tenth century. Learning be- 
gins to flourifb. David the head of the captivity. 
fis reign and pride. The Fews numerous and pow- 
erful. Heads eleGied and depofed by vote. . Rabbi 
flay a défeendant ef David. Cader’s perfecution of 
the Fews. LExechias head of the captivity. Rife of 
anew felifm. LExtinéion of the academics. Perfe- 
cutions under Haken. 


eee tenth century, which is in fuch difcredic 
with the Chriftians, was not fo unreputable ro 





Dita 

sa. the Jews. Inftead of deploring the grofs ignorance 
| that overfpread Chrittianity at that time, they boaft 
that they never had fuch excellent doétors as then. 
They erected a new academy in the eait, becaufe 


No. 49. 


CONTINUATION or THE HISTORY or tne JEWS. 


thole which had fubfifted for many ages were not 
fufficienc to contain the numbers of profefiors and 
icholars. Vhe Arabians applied themlel ves to itudy, 
in 1pight of che oppreffion which deftroyed the au- 
thority of the caliphs. “here appeared among them 
able phyficians and logicians ; and notwithftanding 
they had approved the vanity of allronomical pre- 
dictions, yet they ttudioufly cultivated this fcience, 
that was uletul at court. The Jews imitated the 
Arabians: an inclination and genius for learning, 
which had been exctinet, revived among them: 
however, their progres was interrupted by the di- 
vifions that aroie between the profeffors and heads 
of the captiviry. ‘They even law thele academies 
fall; and che whole nation being expelled the eaft, 
was forced co jeek a new refuge in Spain and France. 
Vhey underwent freth mistforcuncs through the zeal 
of the crufaders, who made it a piece of devotion 
to maflacre all the Jews before they proceeded to 
the conqueitt of Judaa. 


David was the prince of the captivity; a haughty 
man, who governed this nation with the authority 
of aking. IPhe Jewifh hiftorians complained, that 
his predeceffors couched to the caliphs, and paid 
them tribute; bur that David recovered a) his pri- 
vileges, and enforced them likea king. There were 
two things that might contribute to this exaltation; 
the Jong reign of David, who was head of his na- 
tion above thirty years, and che weaknels of the ca- 
liph Moétader, who then ruled. We was not only 
young, but fo dependent upon his officers, that they 
depoled him twice; and he had been abfolutely de- 
prived of his authority, but thac they could noc find 
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any perfon in the family of the Abbaffides to fub-. 


ftitute in his room. The weaknets of the govern- 
ment gave David anopportunity toraile himielf and 
affect a ftately pride. He cauled troubles and divi- 
fions in the academy of Pundebita, by carrying his 
authority too high. The Jews had eleéted Mifbif- 
cher prelident of their college: David chote ano- 
ther; and the jealouly of thele two profeflors, who 
had diflerenct privileges, increated the diforder. The 
divifion was violent for five years; and there was no 
way to appeafe it, buc by forming two diferent 
ichools in the fame place. 


That of Sora was fo fallen from its ancient luflre, 
that nobody could be found, either willing or able, 
toteach init. David fent for one, named Jom Tob; 
but he being an unqualified man, inftead of raifing 
the declining academy, left it as he found it. They 
were then foreed to feck out the Rabbi Saadias, to 
fill up the vacancy, and draw {cholars to the place. 
Saadias, ac Grit, diicharged his poit with great tuccefs. 
JHis principal care was to explode the error about 
the cranfmigration of fouls, that had been difperfed 
among the Perfians for many ages, and was {Lill 
prejerved in the ealt, notwithttanding the frequent 
revolutions that happened there, both in the empire 
and religion. He made fome progrefs in it; burt cthe 
prince of the captivity defiring him to fizna regu- 
lation he had made againt{t rhe laws, the doctor re- 
fufed him fo unjuftademand. ‘This refufal, which 
David did not expeét, incented him very much: he 
upbraided Saadias with ingratitude, and fent his fon 
to threaten him with the lois of his head, if he did 
not obey his orders; but the rabbi apprifing his 
{cholars of this infult, they mutinied againft David, 
and atracking him inabody, obliged him to retire. 
The nation divided alter the example of its heads, 
and every one engaged in a party. Saadias’s faétion 
fo iar prevailed at firfl, as co get David depoled, 
and Jofeph, his brother, proclaimed prince of the 
capuvity; but his authority lafled not long. David, 
fupported by his party, relumed the government. 
Saadias was conitrained to fly, and feek a place of 
retirement, in which he continued feven years; and 
it was in this fanétuary that he compofed moft of the 
works which have perpetuated his name after his 
death. He came out of it, at laft, to be reconciled 
with his prince; but he had the happinefs to fur- 
vive him, and have the peaceable poffeffion of the 


academy. 
We may learn from this event, that the power of 


the heads of the academy was almalt equal to rhat 
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of the princes, fince the latter could not enact any 
laws but what were figned by the profeffor. More- 
over there hath been frequent infurreétions againft 
each other. Saadias, though a ftranger in the eaft, 
withftood David, the haughtieft and moft potent 
prince the nation had {een for many ages. 


Thefe heads of the academy might at the fame 
time be princes of the captivity, though this did 
not always happen. Indeed, Hay, one of the fub- 
limes, was at the fame time head of the academy 
and prince of the nation. Befides, the title of prince 
ts often given to the others. They fay that fuch a 
one reigned alone in the academy; and that the em- 
pire of Raf Nehemiah, head of Pundebita, in the 
middle of the tenth century, lafted eight years; 
the titles of reign and empire only relating to their 
inftruction. We commonly find, in the Jewifh chro- 
nicles, the names of thefe heads of the academy, 
whilt we fee no prince of the nation. ~ 


The princes of the nation, and the heads of the 


academy, were elected by a majority of votes. The 
example of David, depofed by Saadias’s intrigues, 
proves, that the power of the princes was neither 
abfolute or independent of the people. Befides, 
the government was not hereditary ina family; and 
though the fon fometirnes fuccceded the father, yet 
this rarely happened. The fame thing muft be faid 
of the heads of the academy; the prince contributed 
to their election by his authority in the nation; 
but the doctors gave their votes: the votes and in- 
clinations alfo of the people were heard, though not 
always. We find an inftance of it in the tenth cen- 
tury, when there was a profeffor wanting at Pun- 
debita. A very rich merchant offered himfelf as a 
candidate for the place: part of the people were for 
Nehemiah, others declared for the merchant, named 
Aaron; and this laft was chofén. But the other 
Succeeded him feventeen years after. 


The nation was in fo flourifhing a condition at 
that time, that nine hundred thoujand Jews lived 
in the city of Pheruts Schibbur. This name 
fignifies the rupture of Sapor; and, according to 
this etymology, Sapor fhould be acknowledged for 
the founder of this city; and, amongft many kings 
of Perfia of this name, it might be attributed to 
Sapor II. who took Valerian prifoner, and treated 
him fo cruelly: for this prince not only enlarged 
his kingdom by many conquefts, but alfo built many 
cities in them, and called them by his name. Some 
give this honour to a rabbin, called Schiabbour, 
or Sapor, who founded the academy. In the mean 
time it was not the academy, but the city it ftood 
in, that bore this name. It was ficuated five miles 
from Babylon: and if it had nine hundred thou- 
fand Jews in it, it muft have been peopled by thar 
nation, and alfo of prodigious extent; for there are 
very tew cities in the world that contain within 
their walls fo many inhabitants. Scherira, who was 
made prefident of this {chool, kept it flourtfhing for 
thirty years together. Fle was a mortal enemy of 
the Chriftians, and particularly of the monks, whom 
he wrote againft, and called forgers. This rendered 
him the more acceptable to his difciples, who com- 
monly look upon thefe outrages as fo many aéts of 
zeal. Scherira, finding himielf advanced in years, 
refigned his place to his fon Lay, the moft excel- 
lent of all the doctors. 


It is faid, that this doctor defcended, in a direct 
line, from David the prophet, and king of fudaa. 
As a proof of it, they affirm, that he had.a lion in 
his efcutcheon, which was alfo in the arms of the 
ancient kings of Judaza, But his principal glory 
did not accrue from {fo illuftrious a birth: he dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf in his nation by many different 
works, which he publifhed upon purchafes, fales, 
and wages. He has one upon the interpretation of 
dreams. Another contains his queftions upon the 
book of Jetfira, or the formation, in which we 
find the manner they formerly wrote the name of Je- 
hovah ar Jerufalem. Hay was a poet, and fomé of 
his verles are {ill remaining; in which he inftruéts 
mankind alfo in the duties of piety. He had fo 
great a rcputation, thactthey came from the eatt and 


jealous 





Boos 


weft to confult him. He became head of the aca. 
demy of Pundebita, as well as of Pheruts Schib. 
bur, in which he had been profeffor from nine and 
twenty years of age. It feems too that he was elected 
prince of the captivity; but happening to draw 
upon him the jealoufy of his own nation, both he 
and his father tell inta difgrace. 


The caliph, who then reigned, was called Cader, cz: 


‘Fhough he was of the houfe of the Abbaffides, he #5 
lived privately with a neighbouring prince, who“ 





reigned in the marfhes that are formed by the wa- 
ters of the Tigris and Euphrates. But the fultan 


having dépofed Thai, fet him upon the throne. He 
quickly fhewed himielf worthy of the empire he 
was raifed to. He reformed the abufes that had 
crept into the ftate, and extended his care as far as 
Egypt, where he proved to the Fathemites, that 
reigned there, that they were not Aly’s family, as 
they boalted.. Cader, who lived eighty-one years, 
and reigned above forty, refolved alfo to give a 
check to the Fews, who had taken too great advan. 
tage of the preceding troubles, and ufurped an un- 
due authority. Scherira and Hay were accufed to 
him as men of wealth and power, who governed the 
nation; and they were put in prifon. The caliph 
fleeced them of all their wealth, and caufed Sche- 
rira to be hanged, though at that time above an hun- 
dred years old. Hay had the good fortune to ef- 
cape this violence. He went on with his lectures in 
the academy, and taught there till 1037. This was 
the lait of the Excellents. 


After Hay’s death, Ezechias was elected prince 
of the captivity; but his reign was fhore and unfor- 1:4 
tunate, for, after two years, the caliph arrefted him “?" 
with all his family, and put them to death, except 
two fons, that fled into Spain. The acadeniies were 
fhut up, and the learned obliged to feek fanétuary 
a the weft, whither the perfecuted people followed 
them, 


It was in the reign of Ezechias that the fchifm 
arofe between the children of Afher and Napthali, 
who are thought to be the firft Maforeths; at leaft 
they are the firft grammarians who applied them- 
Jelves to review and correét the Scripture. Father 
Simon, well verfed in this fubjeét, who faw Aaron’s 
manufcript and printed corrections, has no efteem 
for them, believing them to be later than the Ma- 
fora, and pretty modern. We ought not to judge 
of them by the noife or fchifm thefe two matters 
raifed in the nation, for people often divide in the 
fchools upon niceties of grammar. But if their cor- 
rections be trifling, the authority of the Hebrew 
text is ftill the greater for it; for it is a proof that 
the original text had fo_long preferved its authen- 
ticity, anc {toad in need of no great correction. 

The perfecution, which continued in the eaft, en- pecet 
tirely ruined the affairs of this nation. The houfe ina 
of the Abbaffides, which had always favoured the 
Jews, being degraded from its authority, the Sultan 
Gela le Doulat, who reigned by the name of Cajem, 
refolved, to extirpate them; and to that purpofe 
fhut up their academies, which were never opened 
after. Fle banifhed the profeffors, or obliged them 
to banifh themfelves, and to tranflate their acade- 
mics into the welt. He deftroyed the prince of the 
captivity with his family. The people alfo fuffered 
extremely in this perfecution, -which was fo bloody, 
as to reduce the Jews to an inconfiderable body, 
difperfe them into the defarts of Arabia, and drive 
them for refuge into the weft. 


The Jewifh hiftorians fay, that the caliphs, being 
of the grandeur in which the prince of the 
captivity appeared among them, began to fear the 
exaltation of fome one of David’s family, who 
fhould feize upon the government and the crown. 
They gave out, that it would be feandalous for 
matters to be obliged to obey their flaves, and re- 
folved to kill him; which refolution they execute 

as he pafled with the princes of the academies. The 
news of it was immediately brought to the court, 
which fent a detachment of guards to wreft the 
prince of the captivity out of the mutineers hands, 
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but they arrived too late. Towever, the nation 
took advantage of this accident, and refolved to 
have no prince for the future, that they might no 
more excite the jealoufies of potentates, and to wait 
till Providence thould pleafe ro fend them one who 
might give them an entire deliverance. 


Ic is here that moft authors put an end to the 
heads of the captivity, and eaftern academies : tho’ 
Benjamin de Tudela, who travelled in the following 
century into the eaft, to pay a vifit to his brethren, 
{till found a prince of the captiviry among them. 
Petachia, who went from Ratifbonne with the fame 
defign, and in the fame century, found a prince of 
the difperfed nation at Bagdad, in Perfia. His name 
was Samuel; and he afferts that he traced his gene- 
alogy as high as the prophet of that name. The 
princes of the captivity were rarely deen afterwards, 
and preferved only che name without the authority, 
Vhey mighe have tome ichool in the thirteenth cen~ 
tury, which they ftiled an academy; but thote of 
Soraand Pundebita, and all thereft which had made 
a figure, were abolifhed in the year 1039. 

The Jews underwent a freth perfecutionin igypr, 
in the reign of Hakem, the third caliph of the 
houle of the Fathemites. His father had left him 
young in the hands of a tutor, in the year gg6. He 
was 2 man of weak intelledis, and iuffered himfelf 
to be mifled by D. Arar, animpottor, who was Nain, 
notwithflanding his intereft with the caliph. After 
his death, an impoftor, named Hamizah, tucceeded 
him, and from him arofe a new religion, oppofite to 
all others, which was that of the Drufi, little known 
to us, but which he had blended with a vaft number 
of extravagant notions not worth repeating. 


Wakem declared himfelf an enemy both to the 
Jews and Chriftians, as the only fects that oppofed 
his doctrines. Ele ordered the former to wear a 
mark, by which they might be known: he cauled 
their fynagogues to be demolifhed, and forced 
them, by fcourges, to quit their religion, and to 
turn Drufi. But being inconttant in difpolition, he 
quickly changed his opinion, and permitted them 
to return to their old religion. “Ihis prince died ia 
the year 1026, in Egypt, where he had reigned. 


CHAP. V. 


State of the Fervs in Spain. Account of Mofes, fur- 
named Clad with’a Sack. The Talinud tranflated 
into Arabic. Revolutions in the caliphfpip. BR. Sa- 
sntel Levi chief of the fews. Perfecuted in Grenada, 
Men of learning in the eleventh century. The lan-~ 
guages and feiences generally cultivated. Few learned 
men in France. R. Gerfon and his difciples. 


ae ae divifions and wars that troubled Spain, 
during the tenth century, afforded the Jews 
of this countrygreat tranquillity, Abdalla, who was 
caliph there, had the mortification to fee his uncle 
rebel again{t him, and make powerful efforts to wreft 
the empire out of his hands. But being defeated, 
he was obliged to take fan&tuary among the Chrif- 
tians, where he caufed himfelf to be baptized, pur- 
chafing his quiet and life by a fcigned convertion. 
Abderamus III. often entered the territories of 
Chriftian kings, and fought many bloody battles, 
which were not advantageous to either party, be- 
caufe each claimed the victory, and re-affembling 
their forces, foon after profecuted the war with new 
vigour. This prince, who reigned above fifty ycars, 
had at lait fo reduced the number of his enemies, 
that they could find no foldiers. They propofed to 
purchafe a truce, or to retire before his army, which 
amounted to eighty thoufand ftrong. But the boldeft 
counfel having prevailed, the Chriftians, who were 
but an handful of men, encountered them with that 
refolution, that the Arabians betook themfelves to 
flight, leaving the ficld of battle with their {poils. 
His fon Elakem renewed the war, and befieged the 
city of Leon; but the inhabirants defended them- 
lelves fo vigoroufly that he was forced to raife the 
fege, Wlefcham had the famous Almanfor for his 


general, who had this title given him upon account 
of the great vi€tories he had obtained both over the 
Spaniards and Arabians. ‘The latter, though the 
caliph’s fubjects, often rebelled againft him. One of 
his officers had the infolence to give out that be 
was dead, caufing a body to be buried in the tomb 
of his anceitors, in order to delude the people. He 
ufurped his place, and reigned, till a faction, being 
convinced that their old caliph was alive, brought 
him out of his prifon, and reftored him cto the 
throne. But he tell from ita fecond time, by anew 
commotion that happened at Toledo and Corduba. 
He quitted Spain, and went co livein Africa, after 
a reign of thirty-three years. Such was the condi- 
tion of the Arabians in Spain, who were continuall 
at war with the Chriftians ; and who, befides thele 
wars, weredivided, and in frequent rebellions again{t 
their caliph. 


Neither were the Chriflians more at reft.. Ordoin, 
king of Leon, had fo exatperared Cattile, chat it re- 
folved, atter his death, to form itlelf into a repub- 
lic. ‘Vo that end jt a&tually divided the govern- 
ment between two perfons, one whereof took care 
of the civi] policy, and the other had the command 
of military affairs. Ivoila the Cruel drew upon him 
the hatred of the people by the barbarity of his 
reign, which lafted not above fourteen months. Di- 
vifton entered into the family of Chriftian princes 
as well as the Arabians. “In the reign of Ra- 
mides a new divifion happened, which forced him 
to give up part of Caftile to his uncle, and the city 
Compoftella for his capital. He prefently named a 
perfon of quality to be bifhop of it: but his feanda- 
fous mifconduct caufing his expulfion, his tather 
calledin the Arabians to rettore him. This kindled 
acivil war, and Compoftella was often taken and 
retaken. 


Befides thofe learned doétors who were natives 
of Spain, Providence furnifhed the Jews with a fa- 
mous one, viz. Mofes, furnamed Clad with a Sack. 
This man having left the eaft, and being taken by 
corfairs, and carried with his fon upon the coatt of 
Spain, was ranfomed by the Jews of Corduba. This 
was done out of charity, without any knowledge of 
his merit. By putting himfelf in the corner of a 
{chool, as a layman and a-beggar, who had no other 
than a fack, wherewith he wrapped himlelf up to 
cover his nakednefs, he argued fo profound! upon 
all the queftions that were propofed, that she pre- 
fident of the {chool yielded his place to him. He 
was created chief of the nation, with a good falary. 
But having great inclinarion to die in his country, 
he refolved to return thither; though the caliph 
would not fuffer him, for reafons of ftate. The 
Talmud was then very little-known in Spain; and 
when any controverfy arofe, the fynagogues fent 
their deputies to Bagdad to have them decided. Ha- 
kem, who was caliph in Spain, and did not like his 
fubjects paffing frequently into the eaft, where the 
Abbaffides, the enemies of his houfe, reigned, and 
who had deitroyed it, was highly gratified by Mofes? 
teaching the Talmud to the Spaniards. He retained 
him in order to {top the courife of thete deputations, 
which gave him, perhaps, fome fufpicion. Mofes 
reigned a longtime; and Enoch, his fon, afeended 
his throne. 


_ Thus it is the hiftorians change a judicial feat 
into a throne, the authority whereof extended but 
over fome fugitives, and was purely precarious. 


Hefcham Il. king of Corduba, whom the Jews 
call Afchafez, did more than his father; for he or- 
dered the ‘Talmud to be tranflated into Arabic, ei- 
ther from curiofity to learn what was in a book fo 
euiee up by the Jey is or to make if eke common 
in the nation, 1n order to prevent the pilgrimage 
to Bagdad and Tesutilenr, pees 


R. Jofeph undertook this great work, and very 
fuccefsfully accomplifhed it: buthegrew fo haughry 
upon it, that he could no longer bear Enoch fhonld 
be preferred to him to be chief of the nation. Ele 
broke with him: their divifion made a noife: the 
fynagogues engaged in it: but Enoch had the more 
numerous party. Joleph was excommunicated. He 
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appealed to the king; but Hefcham would not 
meddle with this affair, either out of policy, or be- 
caufe living in dependence upon his haged, or gran 

chamberlain, he was not at libercy to protect his fa- 
vourites. Jofeph, being deprived of the protection 
he expected from court, leit Spain, and took the 
road to Bagdad, where he thought to find a retreat 
near the famous Hay; but he gave him to under- 
ftand, that he could not receive him, becaufe he was 
excommunicated by the Spanifh fynagogues. Tie 
remained therefore at Damafcus, where he died, 
without being able to procure a revocation of, the 
fentence which had been pronounced againft him. 


The divifions of the Saracens increafed more and 
more in Spain during the eleventh century. There 
had been a long time a defign to dethrone that 
branch of the Ommiades which reigned there. 
Their weaknefs had fo difgufted the people, that, 
after they had changed their mafter, they fwore 
never ro admit any man more of that family, The 
ufurpers were not much more fuccetsful, for the 
people were quickly involved in a new fearch of a 
fovereign, One of the Ommiades, who furvived the 
ruin of his houfe, offered himfelf to them. They 
reprefented to him, that, by attempting to afcend 
the throne, he incurred a certain death. But am- 
bition overcame love of life: ‘* Kill me to-morrow, 
(faid he,) provided you make me this day a king.” 


The revolutions in Spain were advantageous to 
the Jews; for R. Samuel Levi became fecretary and 
minifter of {tate to the king of Granada, who after- 
wards made him prince of his nation, and he em- 
ployed his credit at court in proteéting it. Heeven 
feattered his bountics among foreigners; for the 
African, Egyptian, and Babylonian doétors were his 

enfioners. ‘Che Jews had the fatisfaétion to fee 
fis fon fucceed him in his pofts; and the only 
thing which moderated their joy was the haugh- 
tinels of this young man, whole riches had rendered 
him proud, whereas his father had preferved his 
humility in his greareft exalration. 


But an unexpeéted turn of affairs difturbed the 
repofe and tranquillity they enjoyed. Joleph Hal- 
levy, one of the learned men of that age, fet up for 
a converter of the Muffulmen. The tranflation of 
the Talmud into Arabic, which was made fome 
years before, facilitated this defign, though it mif- 
carried. he king of Granada could not bear this 
infult offered the eitablifhed religion ; fo that the 
Jewith rabbi was put into prifon, and afterwards to 
death. The perfecution began by the king’s order, 
in which fifteen hundred families in this one king. 
dom Greatly fuffered. ‘This calamity was the more 
fenfibly felt, becaufe profpericy had’ made them 
rich and powerful. They were apprehenfive left the 
neighbouring kings fhould imitate fo dreadful an 
example : but the violence was loon ftopped, and 
went no farther than the kingdom of Granada. 


They would have undergone a more fevere and 
deftructive oppreffion under king Ferdinand, who, 
at the inftigation of his bigoted wife, was going to 
fanctity his war againit the Saracens by the extirpa- 
tion of the Jews, had not the bifhops, and even the 

ope, (Alexander JI.) puta {top to his furious zeal, 
By publicly oppofing and condemning it. But what 
mott probably extricated theny ouc of all danger 
from that monarch and his fucceffor was, the revo- 
lution which the Moors occafioned in Africa; in 
confequence of which Alphonio, diftrefied on every 
fide, round himfelf obliged to befriend and cares, 
inttead of oppreffing them, in order to procure their 
money and affiftance. Accordingly they were pro- 
moted by him to confiderable pofts, and obtained 
tuch other privileges, that pope Gregory quite dif 
approved of them; though his cenfures could nor 
prevail upon Alphonio to retract them. 


Peter I. his grandifon, had not more regard to the 
4 3 : : & 

exhortations of Nicolas of Valencia. The crufade 
being publithed in Spain, as in other Chriftian king- 
doms, Peter relolved to engage in this war againit 
the infidels. Wicolas reprefented to his king, that 
iL was In vain to go 1n queit of foreign enenies fo 
far, when he had fo many at home; and added, that 
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the Jews had fuch an inveterate hatred to the Chrif. 
tians, that they never met them without denounc- 
ing curfes on their heads, with many other articles 
as abfurd and ridiculous; to which the king, who 
was averfe to perfecution, only lent a. deaf ear, 
However, the moderation of this prince did not fave 
the Jews from being maffacred by the crufaders in 
feveral other parts of Spain. 


Notwithftanding thefe pretendions, this country Med 
had abundance of Jewifh doétors in the eleventh 2%: 
century. Samuel Cophni, born at Corduba, pub- ie 
lifhed a commentary upon the Pentateuch, thema- 
nufcript whereof is in the Vatican library. Thole 
that have read it efteem it as a fine piece, but con- 
fefs ic has a great many allegories. He had a dit- 
pute with a divine of his nation, and died in the 
year 1034. 


At that time appeared the five Ifaacs. One of 
them was called Ifaac Alphefi, as coming out of 
Africa, from the kingdom of Fez, into Spain. He 
pafled for one of the molt Jearned men ot his time, 
and became prince of the exile in Spain. His epi- 
taph, written in {pondaic verle, which fhews that at 
that time they obferved quantity, after the manner 
of the Greeks and Latins, was a moft noble one. 
The fecond of the Haacs was the fon of Baruch. 
He derived his genealogy from the ancient Baruch, 
Jeremy’s fecretary; and pretended that his family, 
which came into Spain in Tirus’stime, had fubfifted 
there till then. He underftood Latin, Greek, and 
Arabic. He had ftudied the mathematics, and 
was fo eminene tn this {cience, that the king of Gra- 
nada, called the mathematician for his paffionate 
love of it, fent for him to court co be inftructed by 
him. He was received there with fuch applauie, 
and lived with fuch fatisfaction with the African 
Saracens, that he became unmindful of his country, 
and continued there to his death, which happened 
in the year 1004. He had a violent quarrel] with the 
firtt of the aacs, furnamed Alphefi. They could 
not be reconciled whiltt they lived:: but, ar the 
hour of death, one of them gave an example of re- 
pentance, and the other of charity. Tfaac, the fon 
of Baruch, died frit; and Anding himfelf i)), fent 
his fon to beg his enemy’s pardon, and to throw 
himfelf into his arms, as into thole of a patron and 
a faithful friend. The fon obeyed: Alphefi_re- 
ceived him into his houfe, created him as a child, 
and continued teaching him, ro his death, the myf- 
teries of the law. 





Another more general divifion foon arofe. The 
learned rabbins multiplying in Spain, in the ele- 
venth century, gave birth to many controverfies 
refpecéting che {tudy of the fciences, whereof the 
Talmudiits defigned to rob their {cholars, to oblige 
them to an implicit fubmifMion to their principles. 
They maintained that the ftudy of languages, and 
the huinan fciences, was condemned from the em- 
peror Titus’s time, left the people, difperfed among 
the nations, fhould be drawn into their idolatry, by 
the charms of the politenels of their writings. The 
Poftille, annexed to the text of rhe Mifnah, contains 
a malediétion pronounced againft him who keeps 
f{wine, or teaches his fon Greek ; as if it was equally 
impure to feed an unclean beait, and to give men a 


There 
trues 


good education. 


Thefe laws were not always religioufly obferved. ™7 


oes 
It was impoflible for the Jews who dwelt in. Egypt j 
not to {peak Greek , for thofe of Rome, not to un- ret 
derftand Latin; and tor the Spaniards, mingled 
with the Saracens, not to make a continual ule of 
Arabic. R. Salomon, who taught at Barcelona, in 
the eleventh century, prevailed fo far as to have 
thote rigorous decrees of the fathers tempered ; but 
he durft not abolifh them. He pronounced an ana- 
thema, and a fentence of excommunication, again 
all that began to ttudy Greek before twenty years © 
age. Ihe bounds being once removed, R. Mar 
fer himfelf above the anathema, which Salomon 
had decreed again{t the young ftudents, and reftored 
them to a full liberry. They applied themfelves 
therefore to the languages, marhematics, and other, 
tciences, which produced a confiderable number of 
great men, 

France 
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the Romans, their army afked each other with tears, 
“1s chat the perfon fo admired among the Jews, 
“and io dreaded by the Romans? Flow 1s. he 
“ caught, who was alone once able to fill our army 
“ with terror, and hath {pread throughout the uni- 


France was not fo fruitful in famous rebbins as 
fvieaned Spain and we might even complain of its barren- 
Femee efs during all the centuries which we have exi- 
amined, there being not above five or fix doctors to 
be ‘found who were of any note. The moit ta- 


a : : ied DES ae ees BO tee 
awn mous was R. Gerfon, whom fome will have to be “ vere the fame of his valiant deeds?” ‘Titus hint 
vac. born in Germany, at Mentz. However, he was 2 felf was no lefs taken with his perion and courage, 

eae Frenchman, or, at leaft, publifhed his book of Con- and raifed him above all the pricits and Levites of 
{ticutions there. It is probable he had leis reipe€ his nation. 


paid him in his life-time than arter his death; for, 
they hefirated a Jong time about the reception of 
his collection of laws, which began not to be in 
vogue till the middle of the thirteenth century. 


. . v - . . . 
His impofturc fucceeded fo well, by his pirating, 
from the Greek and original Jofephus, fuch tacts His hifory 
as were to his purpole, mifreprefenting, and adding fbuleus. 
' ; : ‘rene or d couching his hiftory in the Hebrew 
s afterwards called the Light of the french others, an ng 
He ies oa wards called the Lig tongue, that the Greek copy became not only 
Pp y- neglected, but fulpicious, and at length rejected as a 
One of his chief difciples was Jacob, the jon of forgery by thole of his nation. So that we need not 
Jekar, a great mufician, and who deeply fludied wonder if many of them have been deceived by it, 


cales of confcience. The fucceeding doétors con- |] and extolled it to the fkies. But as this auchor and 
ftantly quote his decifions with approbation; and his hiftory have been fully confuted by feveral able 
they are received as laws that cannot be tranfgreficd and aurhentic writers, and the many falfhoods, 


¥ without criminalicy. ft is faid he died the fame contradictions, and abfurdicies, which plainly prove 
: year as his matter.” Salomon, who had ftudied un- its torgery, amply exploded, we fhal) therefore pro- 
der thefe two great matters, made fome figure. ceed with a detail of the Jewilh affairs as they were 
Chronologers are notagreed, however, upon this ar- circumitanced in other nations in Europe. 
t ticle; for fome make him ttudy in the year 1140, : re ate ae . 
in the middle of the twelfth century; and others We begin to find them fourifhing in Hungary Jews ia 
i make him die thirty-five years before. towards the latter end of the eleventh cencury, when #ss"y- 
4 whos Ladiflaus, who then reigned, convened a fynod, in 
; He had another famous dilciple, whom the law- || which were made feveral regulations, importing, 
yers call Albarcellonita. This was Judas, a Barce- thacif a Jew fhould marry, or, as the act words, 
lona doétor, who wrote a treatife upon the privileges ‘ fbi affeciaverit,” a Chriitian woman, or buy a 
} of women. He publifhed another upon the times, Chriltian fave, they fhould be fer at liberty, and 
wherein he hiftorically recounted the different ways. || the price given for them beconfifcated to the bifhop. 
the Jews had reckoned the times. ‘Cheir firft epo- |} His fon Coloman being come to the throne, forbad 
cha was that of their departure from Egypt. Vhey || them, bya new law, to ule the Chriftian flaves; but 
began another at the creation of a king, becaule |} permitted them to buy and cultivate lands, on con- 
the form of their government was then changed. || dition they uled no other but Pagan flaves, and 
‘There was a third upon Alexander the Great’s en- |{ fettled only in fuch places as were under the jurif- 
tering into Jerulalem, which was followed to the | diction of a bifhop. Thefe two laws fhew the Jews 
tenth century of the Chriftian church. . For Sche- to have been numerous and powerful in that king- 
rira, who lived at that time, obliged his nation to |} dom. 
calculate the years from the creation of the world. . 
He allo publifhed fermons. The Jewifh nation was extremely multiplied in -pheis ttate 
: : Germany; it had even built fynagogues in molt of inGermany 
Mofes Hadarfcian, that is to fay, the Preacher, |) the confiderable cities, particularly in Triers, Co- and Behe. 
was alfo one of Gerfon’s difciples. “Uhey began at || logneand Mentz. It had penetrated even to Fran- ™™ 
that time to make fermons in the fynagogues, which conia. ‘his people pafféd trom thence into Bohe- 
i had _been much negleéted hitherto; and perhaps || mia; where, in theeleventh century, they pertorm- 
Gerfon introduced this cuftom, fince we find two of || edfuch conliderable fervices to the Chriftians, againtt 
! his difciples who became famous by their preach- |] the irruptions of the barbarians, that they were al- 
i ing. Mofes, who came from Narbonne, was doubt- lowed the privilege of a lynagogue. They entered 
‘ lets the mott eloquent, having the title of preacher into ILungary. Lt is faid they were terrified by a 
t given him by way of excellency. This rabbi lived variety of prodigies, which happened at the begin- 
t in the middle of the eleventh century, and died in ning of the elevench century; and fearing the end 
the year 1070, with the glory of leaving the famous of the world was at hand, they turned Chriftians. 
i Salomon the lunatic his dilciple. Vhele prodigies, however, had not converted fuch 
i numbers of them, but that many were ditpoled to 
e acts ef violence and outrage. 
| Cae ies famed Goteleal, pt fume at the head 
| : Bs ype of fifteen thoufand banditti he had got together i 
The Pfeudo-Fofephus, anativcof Fi aice, inthis cemlury. Germany, and declared war preaantehe va 
His hiftory fabulous. Fews in Hungary. Their flate pious a pretence procured him the vencration of the 
: 
\ 
| 


in Germany and Bobewia. Protetied by the emperor. people, and the protection of kings. Weover-ran 
Maffacred by the crufaders. A fecond crifade prea- ¥ranconia ina little time; from whence he paffed 
dudtiv the faine confequences as the forimer inco Hungary, where he had, at firft, an entire li- 

active of the fai queHCeS aS Soriner. berty toexercife his cruelties; but when it was per- 


i ; : : a ceived, thac, under the pretenceof religion, thisarmy 
‘ S we are treating of the French rabbies of this plundered and ravifhed the wives of the Chriftians 


century, we muit not omit the author of the as wellas the Jews, they furprized them in their de- 
pretended hiftory of Jofip Ben Garion, whom the baucheries, and Gotefcal was flain, with the beft 
Jews have fubfticuted for the Greek hiftorian Jofe- part of his troops. So tragical an end, however, hin- 





phus. This Jewifh impottor, to gain the greater dered not the count of Linenguen from making the 
credit with his readers, begins with giving himfelf || fame attempr. Me ravaged a part of Germany, by 
out for a royal prince and prieft of the Jewifh na- declaring himfelf a perfecutor of the Jews; bur at- 
tion, in whofe perfon Providence had united thole tempting to pafs into Hungary, found the paflage 
two dignities to war againit their enemies. He calls ftopped. Being refolved to force it, he vigoroufly at- 
himfelf the Jofephus full of the fpirit of wifdomand |] tacked chofe that keptic; and, elated with fuccefs 

underitanding, of counfel, fortitude, knowledge, had already divided the kingdom with his confpira- 
and of fear of the Lord, who facrificed his life tors; when the Hungarians, attacking them unex- 


tor the fanctuary and for his nation. He facrilegi- pectedly, as they were deliberating, put them ro the 
oufly adds, that one of his foldiers one day cried rout. The emperor Henry, who was then at Ra- protedea 
aloud to him, * ‘Thou art the man of God. Bleffed tifbonne, declared himfelf in favour or the Jews, by the ema 
é be the God of Ifrael, who hath created the foul reftored them to the places from whence they had ?*°F 
a that animates thee, and hath endowed thee with been expellecl, and made their plunderers refund. 

fuch extraordinary wifdom.” And when taken by This indemnification occafioned frefh complaints 
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and accufations, as they were charged with having 
magnified their loffes, in order to enrich themfelves 
by a more plentiful reftitution. 


The crufades rekindled a frefh zeal againft the 
Jews. They complain that thefe votaries, paffing 
through Cologne, Mentz, Wormes, and Spiers, com- 
mitted a mafiacre, from the month of April till 
July, in which were ftabbed and drowned five thou- 
fand perfons; and that the number of thofe who were 
forced to abjure the religion of their fathers can- 
not be afcertained. They do not exaggerate the 
matter; on the contrary,. hiftorians amplify the 
number, with the addition of hideous circum- 
ftances. They affert that fourteen hundred of them 
were burnt at Mentz; and that, from the refiftance 
and diforder which happened on that occafion, half 
the city was reduced to afhes. Thofe of Wormes at 
firft retired to the bifhop; but he would not receive 
them, unlefs they turned Chriftians. The people 
fuffered them not to deliberate long: fome embraced 
Chriftianity, which they abjured as foon as the form 
was over; and others deftroyed themielves. Some- 
thing like this happened at Triers. The women, 
feeing the crufaders coming, murdered their own 
children, faying, “* It were better to fend chem thus 
into Abraham’s bofom, than to abandon them to 
the Chriftians.”*? Others, laden with ftones, threw 
themfelves into the river, and were drowned ; and 
fome fled to the bifhop’s caftle. Egilbert, who re- 
fided in it, preached them a fermon, by which they 
were apparently converted; but the year following 
all of them, except one, relapfed into Judaidm. The 
bifhop of Spire had more humanity; for he not 
only protected the fugitives, but caufed fome of 
their perfecutors to be hanged. The mifchief went 
fo far, that the Bavarian annalifts reckon twelve 
thoufand that died in that country; and others 
affirm, that the number of thofe who perifhed in 
Germany was almott incredible. 


Another crufade was publifhed fifty years after. 
Rodolphus, who was commiffioned to preach it up 
on the banks of the Rhine, did it with great fuccefs. 
As it was one of the articles of his religion and his 
doctrine, that the enemies of Chriftianity were firft 
to be taken off, and thofe {tabbed who were near at 
hand, before they went to feek them in foreign 
lands, the people were inflamed by his exhortations: 
but the maffacre was not fo reat as defigned, be- 
caufe part of them took their flight betimes, and re- 
tired to Nuremberg, and other cities dependin gupon 
the emperor, under whole protection they: found 
more fecurity. We mutt do juftice to St. Bernard, 
and acknowledge that Rodolphus’s doétrine did not 
pleafe him. He wrote to the archbifhop of Mentz, 
whom this hermic had inflamed by his preaching, to 
prove to him, that he ought to look upon the per- 
fecution of the Jews as inhuman; and therefore he 
advifed that he might be fent back to his defert. 


Neverthelefs, the flame was fpread far and near 
by his trumpeters, not only in Germany, but in moft 
other parts of Europe, and great numbers of Jews 
were maflacred, if we may credit their chronolo- 
gers, while others, being driven into defpair by 
the cruelties they were likely to undergo, put an 
end to their own exiftence. With thefe periecutions 
ended the eleventh century. 


CHAP. VII. 
Benjamin of Tudela’s charaéer and travels. Jews in 
the eaft fron Benjamin’s account. Decay of the aca- 


demy of Pundebita. Power of the caliphs ix eccle- 
Sioftical affairs. Fews favoured under the caliph 
Mortanged. Leads of the captivity dependent on the. 
caliphs. ‘ews in other cafteru parts. Eszekiel’s 
tomb. Fewsin Egypt. At Tyre. Peculiar fuper- 
ftitions, Fews in Ferufalem. In Upper Galilee. Ac- 
count of Aben-Ezra, another Fewifh traveller. Feuws 
in Greece. 4t Conftantinople. At Rome, 3c. The 
prince of the nation at Capua. In Gernieny, Bebeo | 


faints. 
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mia, Fc. In France. The holy affembly of Lunel, 
General remarks upon the whole. BR. Petachia’s ac. 
count of the Fews in Tartary and Nineveb. In Bag. 
dad. Of their chiefs. Perfecutions in Perfia. 


Wiis refpect to the {tate of the Jews in the 
¥ eaft during the twelfth century, we fhall be 
obliged to refer, as the beft guide we can procure, to Bei= 
Benjamin, furnamed of Tudela, a city of Navarre, chnes 
the place of his nativity, who tells us that he haq se 
vifited moft of thefe parts. His accounts, indeed, 
fometimes appear fabulous; nor has he {crupled to 
interlard them with abfurd and incredible ftories to 
raife the credit of his nation. : 


Our author informs us, that he found feveral con- 
fiderable fynagogues, and a number of Jews, who Jest 
lived there at eafe, and enjoyed the liberty of their SY: 
religion unmolefted. That the city of Pethora, upon 4 
the banks of the Euphrates, contained 4000 Jews, 





He found another 7o00 alfo at Almozal, which 
antfwers to the ancient Nineveh; the one having 
been built from the ruins of the other, upon the 
oppofite bank of the Tigris, and being only fepa- 
rated by a bridge. ‘There was Zaccheus, adetcen. 
dant of the houfe of David. There was alfo a fa. 
mousa{tronomer, called Beren Alpherec, who ferved 
as a chaplain to king Zin-Aldin. It may feem 
ftrange that a Jew fhould officiate as chaplain toa 
Mufiulman; for Zin-Aldin was of that religion, 
and brother to Noraldin, king of Syria, whom the 
Muffulmen reverence, not only as one of their moft 
illutrious conquerors, but as one of their greatelt 
But perhaps this Jewifh aftronomer did 
not {crupuloufly weigh the difference of religions, 
but contormed his own to that of the prince he 
ferved, as their nation are fo apt to temporize. 


Benjamin, before he arrived at Bagdad, paffed 
through Rohobod, where he found 2000 perfons of 
his nation. Carchemis, famous for the defeat of 
Pharaoh Nachor, and fituate upon the banks of the 
Euphrates, contained five hundred. Pundebita was 
but two days journey from hence. Bue this city, 
fo well known, had changed its name, being then 
called Aliobari, or Alnebar. He difcovered here 
fome foortfteps of the grandeur of his nation ; for 
there was the tomb of Boftenai, that prince of the 
captivity who had married a daughter of the king 
of Perfia. He obferved alfo thole of two illuftri- 
ous doctors, with the fynagogues they had built be- 
fore their death; but it was no longer that fourifh- tt 
ing academy of fcholars whole chiefs had been fo “ 
famous in former ages: there was only 2000 Jews 
init, fome of whom applied themfelves to che ftudy 
of the law. 


The fame fate had befallen that of Sora; of which 
the author is content to ‘revive the remembrance, 
and call to mind, that many heads of the captivity, 
defcended from the houfe of David, had taken up 
their refidence there. He only celebrates the city 
and academy of Nahardea, He obferves alfo of Na- 
hardea, that its fchools were demolifhed, and the 
doétors had retired into the weft. 


The authors of the Talmud, and the excellent 
doctors, were no longer found at Sora and Punde- 
bita, in Benjamin’s time; nor even in other places, 
where there were ftill many Jews. 


The Perfians afcribe great antiquity to this capi- 
tal. Tt was built by Almanfor, and afterwards be- 
came the refidence of the fucceeding caliphs. Ben- 
jamin gives a magnificent defcription of their palace 
and city. The reigning caliph was invefted witha 
fupreme, and even defpotic, authority. He kept his 
brothers chained in their refpective palaces, becaule 
they had confpired againft him. His fubjeéts hardly 
ever faw him, though he was very affable to others. 
The pilgrims that paffed that way earneftly detfire 
a fight of him; but, inftead of fhewing himfelf, he 

auted a flirt of his robe to be hung upon the win; 
dow, that every one might fee it; and a herald cri¢ 
out, ** Go in peace; for our Lord, the lightof the 
Ithmaelites, is favourable to you.” He 
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He was fupreme in ecclefittical as well as civil 
authority. The people believed him almoit equal 
to Mahomet ; and he held the fame rank among the 
Mauflulmen, as the pope has among the Chriltians. 
At the faft of Ramadan he came out of his palace, 
clad in fumptuous attire, having, among other arti- 
cles, 2 piece of black cloth upon his head, to fignity, 
that all his glory was only vanity, and that joy was 
quickly changed into forrow. He was attended by 
all che great officers of his court, anda vait malci- 
tude of people, who came that day trom far to have 
the faristaction of feeing him. When he arrived at 
the oratory, near the gate of the city, and_had re- 
ceived the acclamations of the people, he kifled his 
robe to give a bleffing, and afcending into a lobby 
of the chapel, expounded the Mahometan law to 
them. He then killed a camel, pieces of which he 
diftributed to his principal officers, who looked 
upon itas anextraordinary favour. The ceremony 
being over, che caliph returned alone to his palace, 
by the banks of the Tigris, which were covered 
with thoufands of barks; and the ground he had 
trod was held fo facred, that no one durit walk in 
the place where he had fet the fole of his toot. 


ews fae Te was under the proteétion of the caliph Mo- 
Hywel ftanged, who reigned ten years, that the Jews then 
eBid n~ lived peaceably at Bagdad. Ec efkeemed them, and 
peer we had many in his fervice. He perfectly underitood 


Aliph Mo. t 4 i t 
Re@used. their language, and wrote it; and had alo fome 
Ki knowledge of their law. There were but a thou- 
ee fand Jewilh inhabitants in this city: and the error 


of aac, the fon of Arma, who fays there were many 
thoufand Jews, would be deemed a grots one, were 
we not accuitomed to find thefe Jewifh writers mag- 
nify whatever contributes to the glory of the fyna- 
gogue. If there were few inhabitants, there were 
yet twenty-eight fynagogues, and ten tribunals, or 
councils ; at the head whereof were ten eminent per- 
fons, employed only upon the affairs of the nation, 
and called the ten Otiofi, or IdJers. Above thefe 
ten was the head of the captivity. Fle that had then 
that poft was a defcendant of David, and_ his 
name was Daniel. The Jews gave him the title of 
Lord; and the Mahometans that of Lord, the Son 
of David. His authority extended over all the 
Jews which were in the dominions of the caliph, 
trom Syria to the Iron Gates afd the Indies. Our 
author reprefents this prince of the captivity as a 
kind of fovereign; for the Mahometans were obliged 
to refpeét him as well as che Jews; and he that, 
meeting him on the road, refuled to rife and falute 
him, received an hundred ftripes. The nation was 
obliged ro have their teachers and doctors from him, 
who gave the impofition of hands. That he might 
fupport his dignity, the merchants of his nation 
raifed an impoit in the fairs, and paid hima kind of 
tribute. Some provifions were alfo fent himfrom the 
remote provinces. Daniel, befides this, had his pa- 
trimony and lands that were given him. He kepta 
table; and had hofpitals, where he maintained the 
poor. But he was forced to purchale this grandeur 
and liberty, by a tribute paid to the caliph, and by 
rich prefents to the principal officers of his court. 


wsofthe This obfervation is of great moment, not only be- 

wi" caufe it fhews that there was itill a prince of the 
eliphs, Captivity in the twelfth century, though they had 
been abolifhed an hundred years before, but far- 
ther, we Jearn, that this head of the captivity had 
only a power borrowed from the caliph, which he 
did not exercite till he had received impofition of 
hands from the infidel prince. 


The Jewifh rabbies, who pretended that thofe 
eaftern chiefs were independent of any other mo- 
narchs, and ftill retained the power of life and 
death, have left no ftone unturned to prove that fa- 
vourite point; infomuch that Origen himfelf be- 
Neved that thofe Affyrian monarchs, under whom 
they lived, being content with their fubjection 
and dependence, allowed them to govern their 
people according to their own laws, and ro inflict 
even death on the guilty; and proved it not only 


canus, but from more recent inftances under the 


from the apocryphal book of Sufanna againit Afri- 4 
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Roman emperors, after the deftruction of the tem- 
ple by Titus. He has been followed by others, 
Both ancient and modern, who pretend they had a 
power to raife a tribute on the nation, and to punifh 
recufants, as well as other criminals, with death. 


Leaving the province of Bagdad, Benjamin pal jews in 
fed through Refen, where he found near five thou- othereatlera 
fand Jews, who performed their devotions in a great pars. 
iynagogue. He proceeded towards the ancient 
Babylon, where was Nebuchodonofor’s palace, 
grown the habitation of owls and reptiles. But 
jome leagues trom thence were a thoufand Jews, 
who faid their prayers in the palace which Daniel 
built for his oratory. fila is but five miles from 
it, where there are four fynagogues, and ren choutand 
Jews. A litele farther were difcovered che founda- 
tions of the ancient rower of Babel, buile immedi- 
ately after the flood. At length he came to the tomb gepietrs 
of Ezekiel, upon the banks of the river Chobar, winb, 
where :there are fixty cowers, with a fynagogue in 
each of them. Near this place is another edifice, 
built by Jeconias, when Jivil-merodach gave him 
his liberty. Vhis palace fronts the Euphrates on one 
fide, and has the Chobar on the other. Vhirty-five 
thouland Jews were employed in this great work 
for the fervice of their prince. His pi€ture was ftill 
feen in the roof, and thofe of all the officers who 
accompanied him; and Ezekiel brings up the rear. 
This prophet’s tomb, which was prelerved, drew 
people from all parts. Phe heads of the captivity 
vifited it every year with a numerous train. lt was 
2 place of devotion, not only for the Jews, but for 
the Perfians, the Medes, and abundance of Mufful- 
men, who cameto bring their pretents, and pay their 
vows at the fynagogue. They reverence it as a fa- 
cred thing ;_ and therefore no military perfons, whe- 
ther vanquifhed or victorious, ever touch it, A 
lamp burnt night and day upon this tombs and the 
head of the captivity, and of the countels of Bagdad, 
turnifhed oi}. There is a rich library; and all chat 
die without iffue augment it by fending their books. 
Here was alfo {een the original of Lzekiel’s pro- 
pores, written with, as they pretended, his own 
and. 


Coufa had for fome time been the capital city of Jews in E. 
the caliphs ; but they had changed their relidence. eyF* 
However, Benjamin coming there, found near feven 
thouland Jews, who had but one fynagogue. 


Egypt is one of thofe places where the Jews have 
refided longett : they were numerous in the twelfth 
century, when Benjamin paid them a vific. He 
computes thirty thoufand of them in one fingle 
city upon the frontiers of Ethiopia, which he calls 
Chouts. Ele faw two thoufand Jews, and two fy- 
nagogues, at Mifralim, at prelent Grand Cairo. 
There was fome divifion among thofe that inhabited 
it. The occafion was trivolous; for fome who came 
from Judea, dividing each fection of the law, finifh- 
ed the reading of it but once in three years; whilft 
the other ancient inhabitants of Ke@yprt read it allin 
one; as was done in Spain, and other places. Here 
refided the head of all the fynagogues of the coun- 
try, whocreated the doétors, and fupported the in- 
terelt of the nation with the caliph. 


Our traveller was far from forgetting the land of 
Gofhen, where the Hraclites dwelt fo long. He 
thought he could obferve fome traéts of their an- 
cient buildings. Many Jews were retired thither; 
two hundred were in one place, five hundred in 
another, and near three thoufand in the city of 
Gofhen; as many at Alexandria, and very few at 
Damictta. 


The reft he reprefents as difperfed in all the other 
provinces and towns of Egypt in great numbers, 
though vaflly fhort of what they once were, when 
the fingle city of Alexandria was reckoned to con- 
tain an hundred thoufand of thofe people. 


We now pafs into Juda. Our author went to 
Tyre, where he found four hundred of his nation, 
molt of whom were glafs-makers, This wasa pro- 
fitable trade, becaule the Tyrian glals was ticn in 

great 
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great elteem, and tranfported far and near by the 
fea-faring Jews. However, there were fome that 
were learned, particularly in the Talmud; and of 
thefe an Egyptian, called R. Ephraim, was the moit 
eminent. 


The Samarians had abandoned their capital city ; 
but there were two hundred at Cefarea, and an hun- 
dred at Shechem, which they made the feat of their 
religion. They had priefts delcended from Aaron, 
who never matched into other families, that they 
might more certainly preferve the fucceffion of the 
priefthood. They offer facrifices upon Mount Ge- 
rizim in all their folemn feafts: and affirm, that 
their altar was built with the ftones the tribes placed 
in the Jordan, when they paffed this river under 
Jofhua’s conduct. They arevery fuperftitious about 
‘wathings, and the choice of their cloaths: they re- 
ligioufly preferve thofe which they wear in the fyna- 
gogue, and never put them on on other days. 


It is aftonifhing that Jerufalem, where God had 
once fixed his temple and name, which the Jews 
ought to confider as his habitation, was almoit en- 
tirely abandoned by that nation. Our author found 
not above two hundred perfons, who were, for the 
moft part, dyers of wool, and every year purchafed 
the privilege of the monopoly of that trade. They 
lived all together under David’s tower, and made 
there a very mean figure. 


If Jerufalem had fo few Jews in it, the reft of the 
Holy Land was {till more depopulated. Benjamin 
found two of them in one city, and twenty in ano- 
ther; molt of whom were dycrs. He fays, that 
Schunem was one of the cities that had the greatett 
number, wherein he reckoned three hundred. 


Afcalon, built fome leagues from that, and of 
which the Holy Scripture often fpeaks, as belong- 
ing to the Philiftines, contained five hundred and 
fitty-three perfons : the greateft number was made 
of Samarians, the leaft of the Caraites, who reject- 
ed traditions; and the reft were T'almuditts. 


Yt was in Upper Galilee that the nation was in 
greateft repute after the ruin of Jerufalem, for the 
Jews retired thither upon the deltruction of the holy 
city. The academy of Tiberias grew famous trom 
its doétors, and there the Jeérujalem Talmud was 
compofed. Many changes happened in it from that 
time to the twelfth century, for Benjamin found 
hardly any Jews in Galilee of the Gentiles. He flaw 
at Tiberias but fifty perfons of his nation, a fyna- 
gogue, and fome ancient tombs. In fine, he only 
celebrates it for its excellent waters and hot baths. 


Aben-Eizra gives a different account of Tiberias 
from that of Benjamin de Tudela: for, having tra- 
velled there twenty-five or thirty years after him, 
he fays, that he confulted the doctors that were in 
it. So confiderable a change could not have hap- 
pened to this city in fo fhort a time, as to reftore an 
academy, and produce doctors: nor is it probable 
that Benjamin, who, on all occafions, does fo much 
honour to his nation, defigned to detract from the 
Juftre of Tiberias. 


Thefe two travellers, however, may be reconciled 
in a degree, by obferving, that there was a fyna- 
gogue, and, of confequence, fome rabbins, who ma- 
naged it; and thefe, perhaps, were the doctors A- 
ben-Ezra coniulted in his travels. ‘This city, hav- 
ing loft its walls, continued a long time expofed to 
the perpetual incurfions of the Arabians, who often 
pillagedics; till Solyman walled itin. ‘his advan- 
tage made it more populous. The author of a let- 
ter, entitled, ‘* The Genealogies of the Righteous 
of the Land of Hrael,” fays, that there were in his 
time two kinds of academies, fituate without the 
gates of Tiberias, one fmall, and the other very 
mean. In effect, Rabbi Juda Zona, who, froma 
Jew, turned Chriftian, and died at Rome in the 
middle of the laft century, purfued his ftudies in 
one of the academies of Viberias. There was ano- 
ther much more efteemed academy at Sapheta; bur 
as Berjumin does not mention it, it is reafonable to 
fuppole it was not yet erected. 


Benjamin pafled through Greece, and found 


Boox jy 


mount Parnaffus (which had been fo long the man- 

fion of Apollo and the Mufes) inhabited by two Jesis 
hundred Jews, who cultivated it, and fowed pulfe Sr. 
upon it. They had fome rabbins; burt, whatever 
be the reafons, they have been fince forbidden to 
fettle within fome leagues of i. 


There were three hundred Jews at Corinth, 
Thebes, fo well known in antiquity, but infinitely 
decayed in the twelfth century, tupported two thou. 
fand Jews, filk-workers and dyers. The rabbins 
there were fo learned, that none but thofe of Con. 
ftantinoplé could equal them: though we hear no- 
thing of their productions in that kind. T'wo of the 
moft ingenious were Samarians : but itis a queftion, 
whether they had not renounced their fchifm and 
Opinion, to engage in the ftudy of traditions, fince 
they taught the rabbiniits. There were fome at 
Patras, at Lepanto, and in moft of the cities of 
the empire; but their number was inconfiderable, 
there being reckoned but fifty in one, and twenty 
in another. 


“ 


Benjamin, leaving Greece, arrived at /Egriphon, 
agreatcity, firuateon the fea-coaft, where merchants 
rendezvouled from all parts of the world, and 
wherein were two hundred Jews. It is fuppofed 
this was the ancient Chalcis, inthe neighbourhood 
of Negropont. From thence he went to Jabatterifa, 
another iaealyciey. containing an hundred Jews. 
‘There were as many at Robenica, which is buta day’s 
journey remote from it, and about an half from the 
River of Dogs, (Gunopotamus,) through which he 
entered into Walachia, in his way toConitantinople, 
whither heatlengtharrived. He obferves, that there 4. e.1, 
were there about two thoufand Jews, fille weavers tings | 
and merchants. Befides this, there were five hundred 
Caraites, who lived peaceably with the other Jews; 
but were, however, feparated from them by a wall, 
to prevent their communication. ‘They were all 

laced in the fuburbs of Galata, or Pera, upon the 
bank of the Streights, which habitation had been 
long ago affigned them by Theodofius; for which 
reaton thefe fuburbs were called by Frenchmen, 
“The Jewry.”? They had hitherto preferved the 
privilege of depending only upon the governor of 
the fuburbs; but Manuel deprived them of this 
privilege, and fubmitted them to the common jud- 
ges. It 1s probable that this prince had already 
done it when Benjamin came there; fince he repre- 
fents his nation as very odious in his reign; though 
his phyfician, who was a Jew, did all he could to 
protect them. It was not only unlawful for them 
to ride on horfeback into the city, but the Greeks 
would ride in crowds, revile, and maltreat them. 
They broke open their doors, defiled their waters, 
and pelted them with mire; and yet they have con- 
tinued there ever fince that time. 





Benjamin paffed into Italy. He obferved that, 
at that time, the Genoefe enriched themfelves by 
the pirates they fent to fea. The burghers, being 
divided one againft another, had almoit all of them 
towers on their houfes, from whence they made 
war: They reckoned ten thoufand of thefe towers 
in Pifa, deligned for the fame ufe. Thefe two cities joss 
had but very few Jews inthem. He came to Rome, bes 
which he reprefents as the capital of the Edomites, 
and the pope as the head of their religion, whom 
he defcribes a great prince; and affirms, that there 
were many learned rabbies there, that did honour 
to their nation. 


There were Jews alfo at Capua, where refided the 7 
prince of the nation. ‘There were doctors famous * 
throughout the univerfe; and yet there were but... 
three hundred inhabitants of this nation. From 
thence he proceeded to Naples, where he found five 
hundred inhabitants of his nation. There were an 
hundred more of them at Salerno; amengft whom 
the prieft Solomon, the Greek Elias, and the R- 
Abraham of Narbonne, were of the greateft em- 
nence. There were Jews alfo at Malf, Benevento, 
Afcoli, and Trani, in the kingdom of Naples: 
which is the rendezvous of thofe who embark for 

“the pilgrimage of the Holy Land. He only found 
one at Corfu: but the number was greater in Sicily: 
s , : 
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he reckoned two hundred at Meffina, five hundred 
at Palermo; and in all thefe places they paid no 
tribute 


He travelled from thence into Germany, where 
he found the Jews not only more numerous, quict, 
and peaceable, but likewife more zealous, devout, 
and holpicable to ttrangers. hey bewailed the de- 
folation of their city and temple; and exprefled a 
longing expectation of hearing the voice of the 
turtle dove, as they termed it; by which they meant 
their glorious recall into chatonce happy land. He 
penetrated as faras Bohemia, which, he tells us, was 
then called the New Canaan, becaule the inhabi- 
tants fold their children to all the neighbouring 
nations. 


This traveller alfo vifited the fynagogues of 
France, which he entered. The number of the Jews 
was inconfiderable here, as well as at Gironne: but 
there were three hundred at Narbonne; at che head 
of which was the rabbi Calonimus, defcended in a 
right line trom David; rich and potent, efpecially 
in lands, which had been given him by the lords of 
the country, in recompente tor the fervices he and 
his ancellors had done. ‘Vhis city was looked upon 
as the centre of the Jewifh nation and their law. 


Montpelier wasthen full of Mahometans, Greeks, 
Chriitians, and Jews; which fhews that this city 
had, at that time, great commerce with the remoteit 
countries. In the neighbourhood was Lunel, where 
the Jearned aflembly itudied the Jaw day and night. 
Meichullum, the prefident of it, had five jons, all 
of eminent abilities ; and one of them profoundly 
verfed in the ftudy of the Talmud. The ttrangers 
who came to ftudy there were maintained. Beau- 
cayre had alfo its profeffors; one of which, called 
Abraham, difburfed, out of his own finances, all 
that was neceffary to maintain fix, poor {cholars, 
leit poverry fhould obftruét their application. 
There were in the twelfth century fynagogues at 
Arles, Marfeilles, and not only in cities, but even 
in boroughs. Our author concludes with Paris, 
where Lewis reigned ; and there was alfo an affembly 
much addiéted to the law, and abounding in cha- 
rity, for ic received all the Jews that came there as 
fo-many brethren. 


We fhall only obferve, that the Jews were very 
low in the caft in the twelfth century ; thee they 
hac not been able to reitore themfelves fince the 
muilery that had betel them above an hundred years 
before; for they were found only in {mall numbers 
upon the banks of the Euphrates, and in the ancient 
cities, where fometimes they had been reckoned at 
nine hundred thoufand. The crufaders did not fut- 
fer them to fettle again in Judwa. Thus they were 
miferable in all the places where they had appeared 
with greater luftre, and there was a general decline 
in point both of tame and learning. 


Before we conclude the twelfth century, it will be 
neceffury to give our readers a fhorrtaccount of fome 
other Jews difperfed into other parts, according to 
the relation of rabbi Petachia. This rabbi was 


‘born at Ratifbon, and travelled not only through 


moit parts where Benjamin of Tudela had been, 
burt agrees with him as exactly as if they had copied 
cach other; fo that we fhall forbear repeating from 
this what has been faid by the other, and take notice 
only of fuch facts, or curious particulars, as are not 
mentioned by him. 


_ The account R. Petachia gives of chofe Jews he 

fawin Tartary, is, that they were heretics, that is, 
they did not obferve the traditions of the fathers; 
and, upon his afking them the reafon why they did 
not, they anlwered, they had never heard of any. 
they were, however, fuch ftriét obfervers of the 
fabbath, that they cut the bread on the preceding 
which they were ta cat on that day, when they hardly 
ftirred from their feats, eat their victuals in che dark, 
and knew of no other prayers but thofe contained in 
the book of pfalms. 


When he arrived at the New Nineveh, he found 
about 6c00 Jews there, whole chiefs were called 
No. 50. 
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David and Samuel, two near relations, defcended 
from David. All the Jews of that country were 
obliged to pay them a certain capitation, one half 
of which was to be conveyed to the lieutenant of 
the king of Babylon, and the other belonged to 
them. “hey had lands of their own, fields, gar- 
dens, and vineyards, well cultivated. It was, iticems; 
here, as well asin Perfia, Damaticus, &c. the cultom 
among them, nor to maintain any fingers; but the 
chiets, who kept at cheir cable a number of doc- 
tors, obliged them, fometimes one, fomecrimes ano- 
ther, to perform that office. Vheir authority was 
fo great, that they could punifh flrangers, as well 
as thoie of their own nation, when, upon their plead 
ing before chem, they were found in the wrong ; 
and there was a prifon kept for all fuch delin- 
quents, 


Upon his coming to Bagdad, he found about 
one thoufand Jews fetcled there; bur {peaks of rwo 
thouland difctples, under the chief of the fyna- 
gogues, and other learned men. Vhefe fat on che 
ground, whiltt he taughe them from an high defk, 
covered with a gold tiffue; and every one had a 
copy containing the books of facred writ. The 
Jewith women went forth veiled, and avoided fpealk- 
ing to ftrangers, either in the f{treets, or even at their 
homes. We fhall only add, with retpeét co the 
chieis here, to what we mentioned out of Benja- 
min, that, upon the death of Daniel, who left no 
male fucceflor, the Jews, who had preterved the 
right of choofing their chief, divided themfelves, 
one party nominating David, and the other Samuel, 
tothatdignicy, buch lineally defcended trom David, 
which divifion {lill fubfifted when our author lefc 
Bagdad, where, he adds, the Jews were treated with 
Great lenity, exempt from any tribute to_the king, 
and only paid a picce of gold to the chief of the fy- 
nagogue. Buc they were uled with feverity in Per- 
fia, where, neverthelefs, they were computed to 
amount to 600,000; for which reafon he only ven- 
tured through one of the Perfian cities. 


He went thence into Judaa, of which he gives 
much the fame account as his brother Benjamin: {o 
that having now gone through the mott material ac- 
count of our two Jewifh travellers, we fhall fup- 
ply the reft from other authors, with refpeét te 
fome other countries and faéts by them omitted. 


CHAP. VUL 


The Fews favoured by St. Bernard. Proteéted by Popé 
Lnnocent WI. By Alexander WN. Perfecuted in Spain. 
Liukvance, by Philip the Auguftus. Expelled the king- 
dom. Afterwards recalled. Jews in England obtain 
new burying grounds, by grant of Elenry UW. Perfe- 
cuted and maffacred throughout the kingdom, under 
Richard 1. Learned men in the twelfth century. 
Eminent men in other capacities. 


YT. Bernard, who, as already obferved, was a 

¥ great enemy to the Albigenfes, efpoufed the part 
of the Jews; and notonly would not have them 
perfecuted, but repreffed the violent zeal of fome 
perfons bent upon their deftruction, and juftified 
their excels of uluries, which they demanded of the 
Chriflians. Hie alledged, that their future con- 
verfion rendered their prefent toleration neceffary ; 
and that, in reality, if their ufuries were complained 
of, there were many Chriftians who were guilty 
of more fcandalous extortion. Sr. Bernard alo 


biaffed Pope Innocent II. in their favour, for, 
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as he was very ferviceable to this pontiff, who was Proteaas 
obliged to fy into France, it is thought chat he in- py eePay™ 


fpired him with thefe fentiments of gentlenefs and 
equity, which were fo much the more neceffary, be- 
caufe he found himfelf in a foreign kinedom, where 
he had need of toleration and affiitance.’ They 
brought him wholly into their interefts when he 
made his entry into Paris; for they joined in the fo- 
lemn proceffion to meet him, ordering a roll of the 
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law to be carried before them, which they pre- 


fented to him with great refpe&t, and this is one of 


the ceremonies of the inftallation of the popes, 
which has long continued. The Jews of Rome are 
obliged to wait for him in the way to St. John de 
Lateran, and to prefent him with a copy of the law, 
when he returns this anfwer: ‘* I reverence the law 
** which you have received of God by Mofes; but 
** I condemn your expofition of it, becauie you ftill 
© expect the Meffiah, which the apoftolical church 
** believes to be Jefus Chrift our Lord.” 


Some time after they had occafion for pope Alex- 
ander the Third’s protection, who granted it them 
fo much the eafier, becaufe the rabbi Jebiel was fu- 
perintendant of his houfe and finances. The peo- 

le of Italy infulted them in feveral places, and 
Findeced them from celebrating their feafts. ‘They 
made their complaints to the pope, who granted 
them his protection, prohibiting any from taking 
away their fynagogues, and difturbing them as they 
celebrated their fabbaths, or exercifed their reli- 
gion. But, at the fame time, he ordered that they 
thouid not have the privilege to cite churchmen 
before a civil tribunal, nor take poffeffion of the 
churches by virtue of pledge or fale. 


. Underfo powerful a protection the Jews flourifhed 
in Italy till the end of this, and even in the fol- 
lowing, century. Coffi, a little borough of the Mi- 
Tanete, grew famous for the multitude of iluttrious 
rabbies it produced. Monza, the city where the 
kings tools the iron crown, produced many others. 
Ricina Nova, in the marche of Ancona, had the 
fame honour. 


The beginning of Alphonfo the Eighth’s reign 
in Spain was not favourable to them. He was yet 
achild, when his father Sanchez tlie Defired was 
killed by the Saracens. Hle afcended che throne 
young. Moreover, as he was well difpofed, he was 
eafily over-reached. Jofeph the Jew was his firft 
minifter of {tate, and grew fo potent, as to have his 
coach of {tate and guards to attend him. Gonzales, 
an officer under him, having committed fome fault 
that deferved difgrace, refolved to deftroy his bene- 
factor and his matter. He declared to the king, he 
could devile the means of procuring him vaft fums; 
in order to which he demanded of this prince eight 
heads of the Jews at his own choice, which were 
granted him. Thus he found an expedient at once 
to gratify two, paffions, his avarice and hatred of 
that nation. He chofe eight confiderable perfons, 
whom he caufed to be beheaded, and confilcated 
their eftates, parc of which he gave to the king, and 
converted the reft to his own ufe. He afterwards 
offered a much larger fum for the grant of twenty 
more, But this offer was not accepted, becaufe the 
king chofe rather to reap the profit without the ef- 
fufion of blood, by obliging the richeft of the fy- 
nagogue to ranfom their lives. They did not ftop 
there, for it was debated in council, whether rhe 
fhould all be expelled the kingdom, and their ef- 
fects {eized on, in order to defray the charges of the 
war, without burthening the people with new impo- 
fitions. The opinions were divided in council, 
which gave the Jews time to deliberate among them- 
felves, and to offer confiderable fums of money. 
They were, however, highly rejoiced, when they 
Jaw Gonzales fall into dilgrace with the king, who 
caufed him to be arrefted, notwithftanding his great 
fervices; fo that his fall eftablifhed their tranquil- 
lity. But what farther ingratiated them with him, 
was his falling deeply in love with a beautiful young 
Jewels, to whom he facrificed his honour and in- 
tereft, and, for her fake, to her nation; for the Jews 
taking that advantage, grew fo powerful and into- 
Jent, that che court and clergy became quite fcan- 
dalized at it, and at length diffolved the charm, by 
the death of the beloved objeét. The Jews took 
advantage of this happy juncture, and grew fo po- 
tent, that R. Eliakim, who then Jived, and wrote 
at that time a ritual of the ceremonies obferved in 
all the fynagogues, and which is called che Cuftom 
of the Univerie, reckoned twelve thoufand pertons 
ef his rcligion in the city of Toledo. 

2 


They were alfo very numerous in Andalufia 
where they. applied themfelves clofely to learning” 
But ftudy ferved only to difturb the union of the 
divines, who were divided into three different fects 
which Maimonides, who then lived, has diitin? 
guifhed, and which he looked upon as an unhap 
confequence of the abolition of the Sanhedrim 
Indeed, whilft that tribunal remained, the oral lay 
Was not written, by which they avoided diverfity of 
opinions, and the difficulties and errors that arife 
from the text of a book, or from the different read. 
ings of the copiers. 

_ It was during this quiet interval, or, perhaps, a 

little before this time, that, according to the Jewith 
chronologers, copies came to be difperied of ‘the 
facred Hebrew, according to the manulcript of the 
celebrated Hillel, which had appeared fome time 
before, (at what year cannot be determined, nor 
what became of it,) in which two vertes were 
found wanting in the twenty-firft chapter of the 
book of Jofhua. Thefe were the 36th and 37th 
verfes, which mention the four cities of refuge ap- 
pointed to the Levites out of the tribe of Reuben: 
but which, being found in the book, made Grotius 
Imagine they had been fince tran{planted from thence 
into the text of Jofhua above-mentioned ; though 
without foundation, feeing they are not only found 
in. the Septuagint, or Greek verfion, which is al. 
lowed to be more ancient than Eillel’s manufcript, 
but likewife explain that text, by telling us that 
thofe towns were on this fide Jordan, and on one 
fide of Jericho. 


Their fortune in France was much divérfified. ty tas 


They were accufed at Paris of murdering St. Wil- ty? 
liam, and, for their punifhment, fentenced to the 
flames. Indeed, they deferved death, if they were 
guilty of that crime; and if no innocent perfon was 
mvolved in the fate of the guilty, they had nothing 
to complain of, but themielyes, and their own 
cruelty, 


They were very hardly dealt with at Beziers. On 
Paim-Sunday, every year, commenced a certain pal- 
time, which amufed the people, who were therefore 
careful to renew it. The rabble flocked out at 
night, fcoured the ftreets, broke the Jews windows, 
and {toned all thofe that fell in their way. The 
bifhop, having often noticed this inhuman proceed- 
ing, which was their preparation for the Eafter ce- 
remonies, treated with the Jews, and prevailed with 
them to buy off this infuit by paying him atribute. 
The treaty is very fingular; for the bifhop engaged 
himfelf, and his fucceffors, to prelerve the Jews trom 
infults, from war, and dilapidation, by day and by 
night, all the time betwixt Palm-Sunday and Eatters 
declaring that he would fhut the doors of the 
church againft all that fhould break open thofe of 
the Jews: and, on their part, he obliged them to pay 
annually, to the bifhop, two hundred fols de mei- 
geuil, which might amount, at chat time, to four 
marks in filver. They paid, moreover, above four 
filver marks to the church of St. Nazarus, to pur- 
chale ornaments. ‘T'his treaty was concluded at Be- 
aiers, and rendered them pretty eafy, till chey were 
expelled under Philip, furnamed Augutftus. 


This prince, at the beginning of his reign, under 
pretence of devotion, banifhed the Jews out of his 
kingdom, confifcated. their eftates, and only per- 
mitted them to fell their moveables, and carry away 
themoney, which was reducing themto the laftextre- 
mity; fince people, taking advantage of this cir- 
cumitance, refufed to purchale or pay. 


Rigord, who wrote the life of Philip, fays, that, 
by this exile, he revenged the death of a young man, 
named Richard, whom the Jews had crucified at 
Paris; and that he was convinced, by this example, 
of what he had often heard the young princes lay, 
that were educated with him, that the Jews every 
year committed fuch a murder. This accufation 
often recurs, and all nations charge this crime upon, 
the Jews, whilft none can conjecture the origin of 
this imputation. However, Richard was looked 
upon as a martyr, and was buried in the church- 
yard of the Little Fields, which till preferves if 
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name. Hle was afterwards removed to Innocents 
church; from whence, we are told, the Englifh 
carried away his body, in Charles V. reign, leaving 
only his headin the church. This was the grounc 
of the pretence to fall upon the Jews. They were 
feized In all the fynagogues, plundered of every 
Th: tews ching chat was moit valuable, and at length expelled 
gerldithe the kingdom, 


But Philip did not always remain an enemy to this 

ep nation. Whether he had only made the decree of 

x banifhment at the foliciration of the cardinal de 
Champagne, brother to the queen mother, and firft, 
minifter of {tate, or was willing to revenge himtelf 
on pope Innocent II. for a flagrant indignity of- 
fered him, or whether he was fenfible that the itate 
fuffered much by lofing fuch a multitude of rich 
merchants and ingenigus artilts, he recalled them 

» trom their banifhmenc. ‘Phe zealors blamed this 
recall of the enemies of Chriltianity, and the peo- 
ple murmured. However, the exiled Jews return- 
ed, but for no long continuance. 





ese _ Thofe in England, who had been banifhed out of 
Entendob- it ever fince the year 1020, had fince found means to 
hea  déttle again in that kingdom, and were become {0 
gous. numerous in the reign of Wenry I]. that, having 
4 then but one burying ground in London, they pe- 
titioned that monarch to permit them to have fome 


new ones, which were accordingly granted. 
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But they fuffered much under Richard I. becaule 
the court and people were prepofleffed with anotion, 
that the Jews were all magicians, and might practice 
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i 
‘ dome witchcraft upon the king, if they were prefent 
3 athis coronation. Severe injunctions were given to 
¥ all the Jews not to appear at it. Some, who came 
g trom farand near, at great expence, to fee che cere- 
§ mony, were refolyed not to Jofe their labour or mo- 
s ney. They fatcered themfelves they fhould not be 
x known, becaute they were flrangers in the city; but 
# they were miftaken, ‘Che officers, having difco- 


Pef-cuted vered fome of them at Weltmintter, fell upon chem 
me with flaves. Phey dragged them out of the church 
Houchour Alf dead: but the noe of this execution being 
je hi fpread in the city, fet the people in an uproar, who 
broke open the houfes of the Jews, and killed chole 
they met with. Happy were they that found faith- 
ful friends to fhelter them, ‘Che tumult fpread 
from the capital co the counties, where great num- 
bers were flain. ‘he day after the coronation, 
orders were given to {top thefe violent proceedings : 
but whether they were ill executed, or that it was 
impoMible to put iuch.a fudden check to the fury 
of the people, the perivcution lafted almoit all the 
year, which was thac of the jubilee. 
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A. greater calamity ftill befel them when Richard 
cruladed. The Jews thought they had purchafed 
this prince’s favour, by the great fums they had 
brought into his treafury to fupport his expences ; 
bur the people refolved to make 2 general maffacre 
of them. ‘This was performed at Norwich, where 
they began. Many of them fuffered at Scamford and 
St. Edmund’s. The maffacre was more terrible at 
York, where 15co hac feized on the city to detend 
themfelves ; but being befieged, they offered to 
capitulate, and co raniom their lives with money. 
d he offer being refuted, one of them cried out, 

That it was better to fall by their own hands, than 
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4 the hands of barbarous affaffins.? “his animating 
S the reit, they became the executioners of their own 
3 Wives and children, and retiring afterwards to the 
es King’s palace, fet iton fre, and expired themfelves 
3 amidfl furrounding flames. 

a 

ae . 

Bel ue Before we clofe this century, we think to give 
ine? fome account of the mot celebrated rabbies who 
2° Rourtfhed at that period. We begin with the learned 


Yin, rabbi Nathan Ben Jechiel, chicf of the Jewith aca- 
5 demy ar Rome, and author of the book called 
Harucx, where he explains all the terms of the 
1 almud in fo copiousa manner, that he has, in fome 
meature, exhauited that fubject; infomuch, that thofe 
who have come atter him, have rather plundered 
than improved him, particularly che great Buxtorf, 
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who made frequent ufe of his remarks, without 
quoting him. 


The next in time, though fuperior in learning and gten-tza, 

merit, was the great Aben-Ezra, furnamed, by way 
of excellence, the Wile, as he really was one of the 
molt learned men of his age and nation. He had 
been a great traveller, and a diligent fearcher after 
learning < was 2 Good altronomer, philofopher, phy- 
fician, poet, and critic; in which latt fcience he hath 
excelled all chat went before him, and is chiefly ad- 
nured by the Chritlians for his judicious explica- 
tions of the facred books. 


We have in this century three famous rabbies rhree 

of the name of Levi. One born at Cologne, who, learned 
after many inferences with the Chriltians, was bap- 4evi# 
tized, and caught Latin, under the nameof Herman. 
2. Judah Levi, a good poer, and author of the dia- 
logue, entitled, “* Chozar.” 3. Abraham Levi, 2 
learned rabbi, faid to be related to Aben-Ezra, and 
who was 2 moft zealous antagonitt againit the Ca- 
raites, though far inferior to them in poine of rea- 
foning and judgment; fo that not being able to cope 
with them, be had recourle to king Alphonlo VIL. 
to whom he had rendered fignal fervices, and ob- 
tained an order from him co have all his adverfaries 
filenced. 


ClIAP. IX. 

Decline of the Ferwifp nation in the ea. The Fews 
perfecuted by the caliph, Charadter of ofeph. 
Mofes Nachmanides. His knowledge. 4 revolu- 
tion in egypt. Two forts of Mamalukes. Simeon 
Duran. His works. Lflablifiment of the Moguls 
in Afia. Intereft of the Jews with Araoun Khan. 
Revolutions and maffacre ou the death of that prince 
and his minifters. Fows peaceable under the Greeks. 


W/ ii fhall here again be obliged to join the 14th Decline of 
and 14th centuries together, to avoid being MJeim 
frequently forced to break GfF the thread of their inca. 

hiftory, and begin with thofe of the catt, where we 

fhall find them ttrangely dwindled, both in number 

and figure, efpecially with refpedct cither to cheir 

chiefs, their academies, or learned men. 


.Petachia, who travelled to all the fynagogues of 
his nation, and whofe voyage is parallcled with 
that of Benjamin. his cotemporary, afirms, that 
he fll Found a prince of the captivity in the call 
when he arrived there. Bue it is probable the per- 
fecution railed at the end of the twelfth or thir- Perfecuted 
teenth century, compleated the rain of the nation by theca 
inthiscountry. Nailer Joedinillah, one of the Ab. '?™ 
baffides, was then caliph at Bagdad. Elis reign latted 
forty-Seven years, all which time he perfecuted the 
Jews. He was induced by two reafons. One was 
that he was very zealous for his religion; for he 
cauled a great number of mofques and places, de- 
dicated to the Mahometan fervice, to be built in his 
dominions. The other was an exceffive avarice. It 
is faid of him, that fecing a ciftern, which he wifh— 
cd to be filled with gold and filver, but which {till 
wanted two fathoms of it, he cried out, ‘* Shall [ 
not live Jong enough to All ic 2???) On the contrary. 
his grandion Moflanger, finding it full, exclaimed: 

“* Flow happy fhould I be could’'I live long cnough 
to empty it!” Both of them lived to fee their defires 
accomplifhed. Naffer, who defigned to fill it, made 
ule of the law of efchear, before unknown, and ap- 
propriated the fucceffion of all torcign merchants 


who died in hisdominions. ‘UVhe riches of the Jews 


drew upon them great extortions from a very cove- 
tous prince, and art laft an open perfecution ; for 
Naffer commanding themall todepart his province 
& p ovinces, 
or turn Muffulmen, 
and the reft chofe to itay upon his terms. 


art of them went into exile, 


Jofeph, the fon of Jahia, an able phyfician, after Charater 


he had diffembled for fome time, allo went j ot Jats 
nifhment. He had ftudiedthe mathematics. ee ae 
courfed on that fcience with wondertul facility. Ele 
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felt the weight of Naffer’s perfecution; and having 
fold his eftate, through means of diffimulation, re- 
tired into Egypt with all he had. He there found 
Maimonides, and, with his affiftance, corrected a 
treatife on aftronomy which he had written. After 
Maimonides’s death, he quitted Egypt, to retire to 
Aleppo, where he purchaied an eftate, married, and 
practifed phyfic, under the protection of Malek 
Ajidaher. 


Judea was much depopulated by the wars which 
the Saracens and Chriitians waged there, as well as 
in Syria. Molt of the cities trequently changed 
matters. WNeverthelels, there were {till doctors and 
fynagogues in it. For here it was that the famous 
Motes Nachmanides retired, and built a fynagogue. 
He was born at Gironne, and applied himlelf to 
phyfic ; but afterwards made great progre{s in the 
ftudy of the law, which has given him the name of 
the Father of Wifdom, the Luminary and the 
Flower of the Crown. A fermon, he preached 
before the king of Caftile, obtained him the cha- 
racter of the Father ot Eloquence. Ramban (which 
is the name he commonly goes by) at firft defpiled 


‘che caballiftical law; but when he had once relifh- 


ed it, he atcained to the greate{t perfection in it. 


We cannot conjecture why Ramban, who enjoyed 
fo great a reputation in his own country, left it to go 
to Jerufalem; but it is certain he retired thither, 
builca fynagogue, and diedthere. Authors do not 
agree about the precife time of his death. He com- 
pofed a prayer upon the Ruin of the Houfe or Tem- 
ple; Letters to induce men to Piety, and particu- 
Jarly to recommend the holy ftate of marriage. He 
entered deeply into the reigning difputes of that 
time, concerning Maimonides’s fentiments; and 
made an apology for R. Alphes, which he entitled 
the Book of Wars. It would be ufelefs to affix a 
catalogue of his works, which may be feen elfe- 
where. Baruch Germerfheim alfo quitted his coun- 
try to effect the reformation of the Spanifh fyna- 
gogues. From thence he went to Candia; and at 
length fought a retreat in Judaza, where he died. 


The tranquillity of Egypt_was no lefs ditturbed 
than that of the Holy Land. St. Lewis endeavoured 
tro make a conqueft of this country : he took Da- 
mietta, and defeated Malek Almohadam, who fuc- 
ceeded his father, and then reigned in Egypr; but 
this caliph won a fecond battle, in which the king 
was made prifoner. Almohadam’s mother cauted 
him to be killed by Ibek, the leader of the Mama- 
Jukes, whom fhe was difpofed to marry. Thus the 
love or ambition of an unnatural mother threw 
Egypt into foreign hands. ‘There was no delibera- 
tion about the eleCtion of St. Lewis; for Ibek, the 
fultanefs’s gallant, was proclaimed king, and the 
mamalukes became matters of this great kingdom. 


Thefe mamalukes, fo famous at that time, were 
of different nations: the firft were flaves of Great 
Arminia, or Turcomans, which fome Tartars had 
fold to the Egyptians. The king of Egypt took a 
thoufand of them into his fervice, and employed 
them in building a fortrefs upon the fea-coaft; from 
whence chey took the name of Mamalukes Baharia, 
that is, maritime faves. Vhefe people, accuftomed 
to labour, arrived to the greatefl employments, till 
at length Ibek became king of Egypt. The ful- 
tanefs having cauied him to be flain, Coutus was 
eleéted by the mamalukes. He vanquifhed the 
Tartars, who had hitherto been thought invinci- 
ble; but, on chafing a hare, he was killed by Bi- 
bars, one of his principal officers, and the greateft 
man the Turcoman mamalukes ever had. He 
reigned but feventeen years, but fpent them all at 
the head of his armies, which were generally victo- 
rious. Helaun, one of his fucceftors, committed 
the fame fault as the Egyptian fultans; for he 
broughta number of flaves from Circaffia, to whom 
heentruited the guard of the towers of Cairo, from 
whence they took the nameof JorghiteMamalukes, 
and growing potent and numerous, dethroned the 
marine mamalukes, and made themfelves matters 
of Egypt, 


Tt is faid that thefe mamalukes received none 
but Chriftians among them, whom they cauled to 
abjure their religion; and that all defcended trom 
Mahometran or Jewifh parents were excluded. If 
this conjecture were folid, we could not doubt bur 
the Jews were fufpected by the governors of Egypr 
for near three centuries; for they were as much mil. 
trufted as the natural Mahometans. Thefe latter 
were diftrufted becaule they were thought to be 
{till attached to the houle of the caliphs, the de. 
{cendents of their prophet, who fubfifted {till in 
Egypt, but had no authority, and only concerned 
themtelves with the affairs of religion. The Jews 
had no reafon to raife again this decayed houfe; why 
then fhould they be miftrufled, and hindered from 
entering into the body of the mamalukes, when‘they 
renounced their religion? Iris, however, true, that 
the Jews made no great figure in Egypt under their 
empire, and that they were great gainers by chang- 
ing their matter, as we fhall fee in the fequel. They 
preferved theirfynagogues, but had no fhare in pub- 
lic tranfa€tions. It looks as if they had renounced 
ftudy, fince no learned men appeared among them. 


We only find, in the fourteenth century, one Si- 
meon Duran in fome city of Africa; but he was 
not originally of this country. He had paffed thi- 
ther from Spain, from whence he had carried the 
commentary of Alphes, which he had tranflated. He 
compofed a Chronology of the ancient Rabbins, 
the Buckler of the Fathers, Diligent Judgment, and 
the Judgment of Juftice; which Buxtorf has con- 
founded, as if they were but one book, because they 
are always joined together. 


_ The Tartars, or Moguls, formed a new monarchy 
in Afia, and immediately feized upon Chorazan. 


This great revolution was occafioned by one of the 


moft frivolous fubjeéts that could embroil fove- 
reigns. Mohammed, furnamed Chovarezm Shah, 
reigned in Chorazan, and had obliged all the neigh- 
bouring princes to fubmiit to his laws. He had even 
forced the great Tartars to raife the fiege of Sa- 
marcand. A numerous caravan of Tartarian mer- 
chants arrived at Otrar, a city of the Tranfexane, 
under the guard of a confiderable officer of Ging- 
hizkhan’s Ipies. That which exafperated him was, 
that, being a Turcoman by birth, he had been 
brought up in the feraglio with the flaves, and had 
changed his name to conceal his origin. He wrote 
to his mafter, that he muf{t punifh all thefe flaves 
with death; ansas the Perfians havea faying, ‘* The 
wileft are blind, when the decrees of Providence 
is come,” Mohammed, who had fo great an interelt 
to live peaceably with the cham of Tartary, ordered 
the prifoners to be put to death without examina- 
tion ; and would give no fatisfaction to Ginghiz- 
khan, who demanded it before he engaged in the 
war which broke out betwixc thefe princes. _Mo- 
hammed loft his courage as foon as he ifaw the vi- 
gorous refiftance that was made by an handful of 
Tartars, who ftopped his army in paffing the Oxus. 
He deliberated whether he fhould pats that mo- 
ment to the Indies, where he had made great con- 
quetts, buc changed his defign. The Tartars pufhed 
him to fuch extremities, that he was forced to make 
his efcape to the ifles of the Cafpian Sea, where he 
died, and was buried. His mother, whom he had 
put into an impregnable caftle, was obliged to fur- 
render for want of water; but no jooner was fhe got 
out, than there fell fuch atorrent of rain, that the 
cifterns overflowed. -Ginghizkhan fent her home 
attired in mourning ; but the crowd of thofe, who 
defired to fee her before fhe went, was {fo great, that 


_fhe was ftifled for want of guards to difperfe them. 


The Tartars pufhed their conquefts much farther, 
and took Bagdad. Motthadem, the faft caliph of 
the houfe of the Abbaffides, who then reigned, was 
a prince of very indifferent intelleéts, and to devoted 
to his pleafures, that he could nor refrain from 
them, even when Hagalou, the fultan of the Mo- 
guls, invetted the city, and prefled him hard by 4 
fiege of two months. This prince, being caken, wis 
led through the ftreets of the city, wrapped up 40 
fmothered in a fele, in which he foon cxpired. One 
of his fons was taken off as he courageoully defended 
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a gate of the city, whilit his father was revelling; 
and the other was flain by the conqueror. “Thus 
ended the iuftrious houte of the A bbaflides, that had 
produced thirty-leven caliphs; and the ealt was fub- 
jected to the plunders of the ‘Lartars and Moguls. 


As thefe barbarous nations depopulated all the 
places they pafled through, che fetclements which 
the cen tribes had in this country were deftroyed, 
and che nation again difperfed. Fiowever, they de- 
voted themielves co thele new matters of Afia, and 
fometimes found favour ac their court. Akmed 
Khan, furnamed Nicoudar Oglan, after he had 
ufurped his nephew’s monarchy, turned Muffulman, 
and thereby drew upon him his tubjects hatred, who 
had great inclination for Chriitianity, and averfion 
for the Mahometans. Argoun Khan, who impa- 
tieatly bore his uncle’s ulurpation, iffued out of 
Chorazan, where he had rcrired, was defeated, 
and taken prifloner. ‘Vhis difgrace raifed him to 
the throne; for Lemir Bugz, who was ordered to 
kill him, joined with him, and furprifing his un- 
cle’s general, and the fulran, who was diverting 
him at Bagdad, he caufed hin to be taken off) and 
afcended his father’s throne. Argoun at firlk gave 
the government to Buga, who had done him joim- 
portant afervice; but this minifter, elated with his 
prandeur, and unable to bear hisexaltation, rebelled, 
was flain foon after, and a Jewihh phyfician, inge- 
nious and agreeable in convertation, named Saacded- 
coulat, became firft minifter of the fultan. “they 
do him this justice, chat he deprived the Chrillians 
of nothing they poflefled in Argoun’s empire. But 
he employed all his addrets to raiic his nation, and. 
ty procure it new eftablifhiments. Thus the Jews of 
the eatt began to revive, and to enjoy the advantages 
they had been fo long deprived of. 


The Muffulmen with indignation beheld the pro- 
egrets of the difperted tribes, and che rather becaule 
they were kept out of allemployments, and fhuc out 
of their prince’s camp; bur they were quickly 1o- 
laced by Argoun’s ficknels, while the Jews prayed 
in all the provinces for the fultan’s health. 


Saadeddoulat, who forefaw the confequences of 
this fickneis to himfelf and brerhren, fent exprets 
orders every where to redrets the grievances which 
were complained of during his miniftry, and to ap- 

_ peale the people by a fpeedy fatisfaction, but all to 
fe. Argoun died, and, even before his 
death, the minifter of fiate was acculed of having 
poifoned his mafter. This accufation, invented by 
the Arabian hittorians, feems improbable. Never- 
theleis, Saadeddoulat was taken off; and after the 
prince’s death, which the Muffulmen confidered 
as a very fortunate event, they fell, upon the 
Jews, and made great faughter of them, to re- 
venge the real or pretended injuttices they had 
done them. 


Wre read likewife, in A boufaid’s life, who was ful- 
tan ac the beginning of the fourteenth century, that 
a Jew appeared at his court with a pompous equi- 
page; from whenccit ts interred, that, notwithftand- 
ing,the maffacre at Chorazan, after Argoun’s death, 
the Jews had re-eftabhifhed themfelves at the court 
of the Moguls, who became Muffulmen. ‘his mv- 
narchy was cantoned into many principalities after 
‘Aboulaid’s death, which divifion gave rife to bloody 
wars, for each endeavoured to encroach upon his 
neighbour’s frontiers, till ‘famerlane appeared. 


{cis probable that the Jewsenjoyed tranquillity in 


: the Grecian empire during thele two centuries; at 


leat we meet with nothing to the contrary. We 
Jearn that they enjoyed full liberty of confcience; 
fince the Greek writers of thofe times condemned 
the violence which the Latins exercifed againft 
them, in forcing them to be baptized; tho* none 
were more ready than themfelves to judaize. Thiele 
reproaches were but too well founded, confidering 
the cruel ufage the Jews met with from the crufa- 
ders, both in the weft before they fecour, and thro’ 
every place of the eaft where they arrived. 
No. 50. 
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CHAP. X. 


State of the Jers in the weft. Peufecuted at Toleda. 
Maffecred by the crufaders. ALirriages with forcign 
scouted coudenited. Tie prior of the Dontinicans at- 
teupts thetr converfion by geitie means. Raynend 
Martin, a Doniiican, produces a conpefition called 
“© The Pouiard of Faith.” Alphoufo X. kine of 
Caftile, encourages the Jews. Alalonii’s fratagens 
agaiaft them. Several learned men at this time. 
Books of devotion and inflrution compofed by the 
rabbies, 


7A Jewifh nation was numerous and patent 

4 inthe weit, and particularly in Spain, where 
i¢ maintained its intereit equally wich che caliphs 
andChriltian princes, becaule thedifFerent exigencies 
of ilate rendered them neceflary co both. “In che 
mean time their number and authoricy lometimes ex- 
cited the jealouly of ccclefiaflics, who perfecuted 
them. Chis happened ac the beginning of che thir- 
teench century at ‘PVoledo. “Vhe bifhop of thac reat 
city, piqued to lec his diocele Aled with multicudes 
of opulent Jews, and detiring to enrich himiel¥ with 
their {poils, exasperated the people againtt them. 
‘Lhis bithop, who was of awarmand reitlefs temper, 
interfered in all affairs of peaceand war, and nothing 
confiderable was traniacéted in Spain bue what he 
had a hand in. His meric had raifed him co che fee 
of ‘Toledo, nogwithftanding his birth; for he was 
an obicure native of Cailile. Elis diocele became 
jenfible that he was fitrer to be a minifler of ftate, 
or the general of an army, than a bifhop. But the 
Jews fuflesed more from him than any others; for, 
outting himlelf ac the head of a rabble which he 
jad raed, he tumultuoully entered their fynagogue, 
difperied the affembly, and thence proceeded ro 
plunder their houfes. Fle endeavoured to juftify 
his rapacity, by accufing the Jews of having be- 
trayed the city when the Moors beficged it: but it 
is not probable the beficged would quit the city to 
go in proceffion a lvague from it, or that they 
would have given up the cuftody of ic. Befides, 
the capitulation of the inhabitants is their apology 5 
for they were permitted to quit the country,-and 
carry off their cffeéts, “hey were allowed feven 
churches, upon condition of paying the impotts 
that had beed paid to the Goths; and the Jews, who 
were included in the treaty, had liberty of con- 
icience. 
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This difafter was followed by another; for the Mathered 


cruJaders, who were preparing for their 
to the Holy Land, having their rendezvous near 
this greac city, completed what that prelate had 
begun, jrom a4 notion that che dettruation of thefe 
enemies to Chriftianiry would undoubtedly obtain 
a blefiing on their enterprize; fo that thefe votaries 
pretcribed no bounds to their cruelty. Abravanel 
looks upon this perfecution as one of the four {c- 
verelt that his nation juffered; for, according to his 
account, a greater number of Jews went out of 
Spain than Motes brought out of Egypt. The 
nobility of Spain wichftood the torrent of thele 
cruclties, and reprefled them by their authority and 
refittance. But king Ferdinand, who endeavoured 
to win the love of his people, by Perfecuting the Al- 
bigenfes and other heretics, and who himfelf fet fire 
to the pile on which they were burned, to thew the 
ardour of his zeal, could not be favourable to the 
Jews, the moft odious of all, 


They ought, according to their principles, to 
blame themlelves for their calamities, and to confi- 
der chemielves as the principal caufes of them ; tor 
by their own conteffion, they were fallen into two 
trying fins. ‘There was fome variation in their Ze- 
poilim, Vheir fuperltitious partiality for thele phy- 
faCteries of the head and hand, was notorious in 
very carly times, but it inercafed in the following 
ages. Even the points and ornaments of their let. 
ters were a dubject of feruple and controverfy 

7L betwixt 


ey DHecdity by the crus 
expedition race 


crs, 
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betwixt the German_and Portuguefe fynagogues; |) their hands. Some of them efcaped into their 
and the Spaniards, differing upon this matter, raifed || friends houtes; but it being the featt of unleavened 
commiations in the beginning of the thirteenth cen- bread, and there being none of it to be met With, 
tury; for R. Baruch made a journey from Germany they were very near dying with hunger, was chufing 
to Spain, to reproach them with the novelties which rather to faft than break the law. The inhabirants 
they introduced into their fynagogues. of Palma imitated the Orienians in flaughtering the 
Jews, who folicited their brethren to tend adepu- 


Marriages, In Spain they were guilty of a more palpable mif- tation to the court, to put a ftop to a maffécre that 


withforeign demeanor, for they no longer ee ae had was like to become univerfal. The perfecutors fol. 
iS 5 riage . 

Nenad ‘a ange eek Poe ee SA BUbIc: hla ~ || lowedthethree Jews, that weredeputed, very clofely, 
een leverety Torbiddcn, Pp : Mi { and arrived even before them; becaufe thele envoys 

tracted oftener with the Saracens’ daughters. . €S 1) had been obliged to leave the road, and abfcond ina 

de Cozzi reprobated their Dianne. ate sear || forelt, for fear of falling into ‘their perfecutors 

Italian family, and therefore te whence hcrnme. || hands. Jofeph, the head of the embaily, pleaded 

the town of Cozzi, in the Milanefe, whence pecans with fo much eloquence, that he was admired by all 

but he was born, in Spe ane dosed vo thele {| the court. The king acquitted the nation of the 

learned rabbi in his time. u eowas a. fy to the’e |! pretended murder; but, neverthelefs, rebuked them 
heterogeneous oat a ec a for ren See for their exceflive ufuries, the fumptuoufnels of 

this jubject, and, at lait, had the good fortune to be |} thei, drefs, and the pomp wherewith thefe fugitives 











heard; for ay fent away the tee ae walked the ftreets, to the provoking jealouly of his 
had married. ‘here were near 12000 Jews fubjecéts. He afked them why they taught to fing, 
city of Toledo. fince they ought to be in mourning ? Why they in- 
The priorof . RaymonddePennaforte, prior of the Dominicans, fructed Bie coies to an ae Piey eee 
theDomini- had already condemned the violence that had been went to war? Vhe Jews exculed themlelves, by fay- 
cans at- too often employed to deltroy rather than_convert ing, that their nation had a mixture of bad and 
nase the Jews, and recommended gentle inftruction. As good men, like the Chriitians ; and that the king had 
bygente = he had great credit with James I, king of Arragon, only condemned the magnificence of habits in the 
means, whofe confeffor he was, and often minifter to the Jews, without mentioning their women, which oc- 
pope, he perfuaded this prince, that he ought to re- |} cafioned them to think the edict did nor relate to 
prefs the infolence of the people, to oblige many to them, 
the ftudy of Arabic and Hebrew, po ealey, oe The countenance and protection of Alphonfo : 
we om + rm . 4] 
to dpa with Jews and. paracens, ae ene produced many learned men, befides thofe already nits 
to Chri lanity, Dy Fche Cacued oe i aithhesa. mentioned, and, amongft the reft, the famous Meir tie 
They boatt much of the fucceis he had with the Sa- Mithridos, as he is called by Gantz; though he was #4 


racens, and affirm, that he converted above ten |} the fon of Lheodorus, prince of the Levites at Bur- 
thoulfand of them; and that the Moors of Africa gos. He ought not to be confounded. as is com 
re de fir do the fame thing; but they |} 9° a es Sea ; 
had a fincere defire to do the. 3 5 € tk monly done, with another Meir of Narbonne, his 
do not fo confidently fpeak of the convertion of, the cotemporary, and who had, like him, a great many 
Jews. It is only obierved, that they entertained difciples. = 
great refpect for his perfon, as an acknowledgment ; } ; 
of his gentle and equitable way of dealing with This rabbi, a native of Toledo, was a great ca- 
them. King James of Arragon, at his requeit, pub- fuift. He gave his principal piece the title, ‘* Be- 
lifhed divers ediéts; and though they were not fo fore and Behind, or before the faces,” to fhew that 
rigid as others had been, yet they infringed upon he penetrated to the bottom of the moft fubile argu- 
their ancient liberty. ments, and had ftudied all fides ofa queftion. He 
wrote alfoa volume of letters again{t Nachmanides, 





Raymond The exertion of this Dominican produced the Pz- |) and trained up difciples that maintained their na- 
Martin, «gio Fidei, or Poinardof Faith. This book is fome- |} pign?s and their matter’s honour. 

pomUnten, times afcribed to him, as if he was the author; but : 

prediétion, he was only the promoter of it; nor did it appear Nor was it only at the court of Caftile thar Roots 








called, | till three years after his death, compofed by Ray- || the jearned rabbies appeared, and were refpected. 1a 
nard of ™MONd Martin, aman of the fame order. Ithas been || James I. king of Arragon, relpeéted them fo highly se 
Fain — fuppofed that he was born a Jew, and thathe turned || as to receive moral lectufes from them. He defired "" 

monk after his converfion; but Nachmanides of them the books of devotion and piety they had 


does not upbraid him with being an apoftate from compoled. R. Jona, who lived at that time, wrote 


Judaifin, though this violent and paffionate rabbi toanother Jona, of Gironne, foradvicc, how heought 
ipared not the groffeft abufes. He had been felected || to a& with the king of Arragon’s injunétions, who 
to ftudy the languages, to be employed in the con- had commanded him to write a book, to initruc& 
verfion of the Jews; bore fome part at the conference man in the duties of religion and piety. It is be- 
held at Barcelona, in the palace of king James, and, lieved likewife, that it is to this Jona we ought to 
in his prefence, againft Mofes Nachmanides, the fa- aicribe the honour of a famous book concerning 
mous cafuift before-mentioned. We are told that || fear, which is attributed to the other Jona, and 
Raymond fo confounded his adverfary, that he was has been tranflated into feveral languages: The rab- 
obliged to quit Spain, and retire to Jerufalem, _to bies, upon the whole, muft have been in great fa- 
avoid the fhame and reproach that he would have in- vour with this prince, fince he had recourfe to them 
curred. to be initructed in the rules of true piety. 
Alphonto About the fame time Alphonfo X. king of CHAP. XI 


encourages Caftile, employed another rabbi, Haac, the fon of 
the Jews. Sid, who made the aftronomical tables, which have 


fince been called the Alphonfine, and held in great || A@efecre of the Fews in Languedoc. They are expofed 


elteem by all the learned, who have applied them- to frefh outrages. NMiaffacre of them in Toledo. Me- 
felves to that ftudy. Moles, the fon of Tibbon, who hir, a few phyfician, put to the torture for poifoning 
then lived in the kingdom of Granada, tranflated all the king. ‘Jews perfecuted by Henry Wi, Opprefiid 


Huchd’selements, whole manuferipc is {Lill at Rem e. 
It is taidd he taughe ac Montpelier when he co:n- 


pofed this work. : HE groffeft outrages were committed on the 

Malicious Alphonfo likewife made ufe of them in other. i Jews in Languedoc by the rabble, who were yt# 
Traayema- cries; and proving fo Senerous a patron, it excited initigated to ic by the monks. Nothing could refift ml! 
the jealoufy of the zealots, and put them upon de- || the torrent which overflowed on all fides, and made '* 
vifing new plots and accufations againit them; and horrible havock wherever itcame. They particu- 
ic was probably about this time that three villains, larly attacked the Jews, to enrich themfelves with 
of the city of Oriena, in Andalufia, threw a dead || their fpoils; yet the Chriftians were nor fecure, be- 
body into the houle of a Jew, and accufed him of |] caufe the fmatleft pretence was a fufficienr motive 
murder. Uhis calumny being fpread through the for pillaging their houfes. Application was made 
city, the people madaercd all che Jews that fellinto {| to the pepe, who refided at Avignon; but the poe 

efpile 


in Arragon, Learned men. 
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the book before mentioned, but Alphonfo XI. who 
had countenanced the nation from the beginning of 
his reign, was living in 1349. At his death he to- 
lerated a edition which he could not fupprets. Peter 
the Cruel, his fon, who came to the throne in the 
eae 1350, law feveral fadlions formed in his king- 
dom, either by the infolence of the people, or the 
Sreat, who uftirped part of his authority, and caufed 
moft violent commotions. Henry de ‘lriftemare, 
his natural brother, fupported by Bertrand de Guei= 
clin tool Voledo, killed him) and came before 
Burgos, which {ill refitted. “he Jews fortified 
themielves in their quarter, and refuted to furrender 
to the conqueror. Peter, they alledged, was their 
lawful king ; and that they would rather lofe their 
lives, than receive another maiter, who was not the 
{| heir of his houle.  Lenry could not forbear eltcem- 
| ing their fidelity for a déecealed king, and therefore 
armed by the king’s order, and obliged them to granted them honourable conditions when they en- 
retire into Navarre and Arragon, hey carried the aged on his fide. 
fame difpofition thither, and caufed the fame dif | Triflemare, at his acceffion to the crown, made 
! 


EBoox If, 


defpifed his excommunications and anathemas. Fhe + 
countde Voloufe executed the laws and j ultice upon 
them. He feized fome of them, and “made them 
prifoners; but the people opened the prifons, and | 
the monks broke their chains. The count was wile 
ling to fave ome Jews ; but the man, to whom he 
had entruited their cuftody, delivered them to their 
enemies ; and he had the mortification to fee them 
come into his city to force the remainder of that na- 
tion to turn Chriltians. They fubmitred to it to 
avoid death. Themaffiere continued at Bou rdeaux, 
Agen, Caftel-Sarafin, and other Cities. Chole who 
were retired to Narbonne, imagining the ttorm was | 


——— 


over, came out of their retreat; but they found in 
the way a troop of ruffians, who, fupported by the 
peafants, put them to the fword. The king of 
France, tired with fo many cruelties, ordered them 
to be profecuted without quarter. The nobility 


orders. he tne ot ATaeon ped Senay them, Don Mehir his phyfician ; but dying foon alter, nor 
put prince phonfo at the head of his army, without iylpier haat ner icine eatin ie Neiies 4 
who caufed the leader of the ruffians to be killed by fe rplicion of having been poitoned, Mehir Mebir, 9 
his mafter of the horfe, and difperied the reft. 

Part of them perifhed by the tword, and the reft by 

F peftilence. 


The plague was a freth {pring of milery to the | 


Was put to the torture, and conteffed that he had Jew phy- 
killed the king. Other Spanifh authors, however, to"lie tore 
as Gufman and Mariana, think he was rather POi- ture for 
foned by 2 Moor, whom the king of Granada had Jeioning 
tent thither for that purpofe. But as his death wag ‘B88. 
occalioned by a weaknels in his nerves, there is no 
Sreat probabilicy chat he was poiloned, cfpecially by 
his phylicisn, co whom he had been fo good a 





Jews, who were fuppofed to be the caule of it. 

‘hey were accufed ot contpiring with the peafants 

of Mefura, to poifon the waters of the river, and | : 
friend. 


of furnifhing them with the ingredients. They were 
The Jews were not treated more favourably at 


caft into prifons, and informations were lodged 
againft them. Their innocence was proved; but 
the king, who was unwilling to acknowledge the in- 
juttice he had commicted, in retaining fuch vatt 
numbers of prifoners fo long upon a falle pre- 


the end of’ this century than they had been at the 
beginning. They complained that the monks, who 
were willing to make themfelves favourites at court, 
or with the people, from a principle of zeal, affect- 














Hf Sclarec 2 hi: it them) up only >, I : 
a eee Pe ane And oe to appear their irreconcilable enemies. ‘One of 
: eee oe eae Se as h ‘ ; ‘ ther i Z eder en? MITE 
mmc upon Chriftianity, fifteen thoutand of them were fentenced nae in ° ss BOs der, by the queen's means, to 
Weel to the fire and burnt Ddanifh them all from Spain: But this princels, be- 
Bh, : ne 5 ih: Ing adviled not to cut down, or pluck up, a vine 
Alphonfo the Eleventh, their friend and pro- that bore good fruit, was appeated by a fum of 
tector, though wholly guided by one Joleph of Af. fifty thoufand gold crowns. They fuffered much 
tigi, then intendant of his finances, was prevailed more under the reign of Henry U1. king of Cattile, 
upon, neverthelefs, by his mucinous lubjects, to iffue who was but fourteen years old when he came to 
out an edict againit them, on account of an indig- the throne, Martin, archdeacon of Afligy, preach- 
fe [oxs Mty prerended to have been offered by a Jewith boy ing in the {treets of Seville and Corduba, 10 inflamed 
Piel to the apparatus of a facred ordinance, as it was the minds of the people againit the Jews, as to caule Jows perfee 
mm- carried through the ftreets. 4. council was called them to maffacre them. “The flame flew to Loledo, cuted by 
that very nighr, to deliberate whether they fhould be Valencia, and Barcelona, where fome were plun- Heny di 
maffacred or banifhed, when the advice tor banifh- dered, and others killed, whilfk the more politic 
ment prevailed. Fiappily for them the prince-royal changed their religion, to efcape the fury of the rab- 
obtained a revifion of the procels, by which it was ble. The fynagogues of Seville and Corduba, which 
3 found that ic was a young Chriftian, whofe curiofi ty were fo numerous, were difperted by the multitude 
had brought him ‘to the windew to fee the pro- of deferters. Henry purtucd them. hole thar 
cefhon, and had by chance cverfet a veffel of water retired to Andaluiia, and other places, were mur.- 
upon the chalice. ‘Che king, upon this, revoked his dered by the inhabitants. 
di@, to th ification oF the zeal : 
edict, to the mortification of the zealots, who oz a: : - 
hae theChritian had Been f Boenad Reve His fon John was as inhuman as himfelf, Thofe 
out that the Chriftian had been fuborned to make a . : gars 
dewonuons Hee ek eam ena who concealed themfelves in the father’s reion pe- 
epolition in favour of thei enenues. ‘This, how- rifhed miferably in the fon’s. bee: fe tl as 
ever, did not hinder the populace from falling upon nied all the necedurien oF inte pees eey safle cle- 
the Jews in another city, where they maflacred them (tinzuifhed by ared b: re ' 2 ache iy aS 
upon the fame pretence, and might have gone a to ae y ace, which they were torced 
: much greater length, hadi not the king cauted cen ie 
of the mutinous ringleaders to be hanged. Nor were they more happy in Arragon ; for the 
‘ hs “tes oale 2 “7> a 7 
Wafooner Had they elcaped this danger, than they fats being aflembled to prevent the confequences Oppreffed 
fell into another, much more dreadful. There was a of a war, that feemed inevitable, they refolved to in Arragon. 
1 other, at Lol Arche e raife new taxes upon the Moors and Jews, to fuppl 
mutiny againit them at Toledo. R. Afcher, having the exigencies of ftate, whil{t the nobilic ae 
fled fome time before from his native place Northem— 8 wee Wott the nobility took up 
bourg, retired to Foledo with his echt fone. One arms; and thefe imports fubjeéted them to continual 
of his children, fecing an affuGin breaking open his Re ieeu ae Be Ge ons which reduced them to 
aecie ener eee : - = cree 
f houfe in order tomurder him, fell into me an ex- Ene rowel degrecof snifery, 
ere of Cefs ” rag, kill a2 is relati at wer . é : : . 
Bo & s of rage, e to ah ee t nae were However, this century was not without its great 
: ian up with him, ¢ tabbed nis own Le e€, and men, among whom we muft reckon one Salomon, earned 
t i of his brother Jacob, a chan Peer kable not fon of Chanory,who went from Conftantinople to men. 
only for his difintereftednefs, while he lived, as Burgos, to reveal the Profunditics of the Law. This 
teaching always gratis, though he was poor, but for was the title of a bock in which he explained the 
leaving behind atamous book, intitled Purim, which difficult paffages of the Pentateuch, - a cheduecne 
is a body of civil and ecclefiaitical law. Th; : 75 : areucn, and the inter- 
a body oF civil and ecclefiaftical law. is Jew, pretations of the rabbies, that were too metaphori- 
having killed all his relations, difpatched himfels, cal or hyperbolical. 
ior fear of falling into the hands of the Nazarenes. : 
Some Place this perfecuticn in the year 1340; but Elis fon Schem Tou lived in the year 1375, and 
Others date it nine years later, and with reaton, not tranflated St. Marthew’s gofpel into Hebrew. Ele 
Only becaufe in the vear 1340, R. Jacob compofed alfo publifhed his Paradile, in which he muintains, 
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that moft of the Talmudic ftories ought to be in- 
terpreted allegoricaily. 


Zerechias the younger alfo lived at that time, 
who muft not be miftaken for another of the fame 
name, who lived in the twelfth century, and paffes 
for a Spaniard; though he was born at Lunel, in 
Languedoc, becaufe this province then depended 
upon Spain. 


The king of Caftile had two Jewifh phyficians 
in his fuite: the latter, called Meir Algudes, was at 
the fame time intendant or head of all the Spanifh 
fynagogues. He tranflated Ariftorle’s ethics. This 
philofopher’s works were fo efteemed by the rabbies, 
that Schem Tou, another learned man, inferted them 
in his Excellency of the Law. This mark of efteem 
is the more extraordinary, becaufe the doctors hardly 


ever read the works of foreigners, which they gene- 
rally defpifed. 


CHAP. XII. 


The Fews favoured by the popes. Reafon of the conduct 
of the popes. Conduét of pope Gregory IX. He 
prevents a general maffacre of the F¥ews in Frence. 
A perfecution at Trani. Fews protcBed cid infix ik- 
ed by Clement V. Particularly favoured by Cleuzent 
VI. Become powerful at Bologna. 


Cy ¥ all. fovereigns, hardly one is to be found 
— whote authority has been more indulgent to 
the Jews than that of the popes; who, whillt they 
persecuted Chriftians nor fubjeé: to their laws, 
countenanced this nation, out of which they chose 
intendants of their finances. They granted them pri- 
vileges, and left them full liberty. of con{cience. 
Some popes, indeed, have been their enemies: it is 
impoffible that, in fo long a fucceffion of Roman 
bithops, they fhould all have been of the fame con- 
ftitution, and followed the fame principles. They 
ftill lived more quietly under the dominion of the 
heads of the church than any where clfe: and it 
is ealy to aflign the reafons of the popes conduct 
towards the Jews, whillt_ they maintained a quite 
oppofite one towards the Chritlians. 


The popes had not fo much fpleen againft the 
Jews, becaufe they had nor fufficient power to give 
them umbrage. ‘Lhe Proteftants oppofed the pon- 
tifical authority, and endeavoured to refume the 
privileges that belonged to them; and theretore the 
popes have made conftant efforts co weaken and de- 
ttroy them. Belides, the Jews have no particular 
grudge to the popes, as all Chriftians to them are 
uponatlevel. Thedelire of revenge, and the glory 
of deftroying rivals, have no place here: inftcad of 
gaining by their deftruction, the refpeét to their 
revenues interefts them in their pretervation. 


Gregory TX. nephew to Innocent Ili. was one 
of che mott zealous pontiffs. He was for having ail 
princes leave their kingdoms, to make the conquett 
of the Holy Land from the infidels. We had the 
pleafure to fee the ifles of Minorca and Majorca, 
that were fullof Muffulmen, return into Chrittian 
hands, after Ferdinand had deftroyed the Acer of 
the Moors. Ic is faid too, that all the inhabitants 
of thefe two ifles turned Chriftians, Though he 
had a mifunderftanding with Frederick the empe- 
ror, yet he ferupled not to write to him, to let him 
know, that he might deliver the incredulous Jews 
to the fecular arm to be punifheds in which he de- 
parted from his uncle’s conduct, who prejerved 
them in their ancient privileges. Bur he himlfelf 
altered his opinion; for, being informed that the 
Jews were maffacred in feveral Piaces, when the 
expedition was on foot for the Holy Land, he pre- 
vented theie barbarous executions. 


He allo delivered thei from another perfecution 
they fell into, under pretence that they ufed human 
blood in their medicines. The inhabitants of ta- 
Suenau aceuled the Jews, their fellow-citizens, of 
ttealing iome children from the Chriftians, and 
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murdering them in a mill, in order to ufe their 
blood in iome of their remedies. The impofture 
was grofs; and the emperor, who nicely inveitiga. 
ted the matter, was convinced of their innocence. 
The like fury prevailed in Spain. The Englith Jews 
would have been treated with the fame inhumanity, 
had they not warded off the danger, by buying the 
minifter’s and the king’s favour. They were killed ; 
and perfecuted in feveral places: but the greareit 
maffacre was at Paris. It had lafted longer, if pope mlstec 
Gregory IX. who had then the fee, had not written Pilea 
preflingly to Lewis, to ftop the courfe of thele ~"” 
cruelties, and not to force the confciences of the 
Jews: and thus they were indebted for their lives to 

the pope’s toleration, not only in his diocefe, but 

alfo in France. 





They were feverely treated in Trani, where a po- 
pular tumult was raifed upon vain pretences. They 4 sete, 
were Srown potent in thefe two cities, and allo in uhm” 
the whole kingdom of Naples, where they had nu. Tea, 
merous fynagogues and Jearned rabbies. They com. 
pare the poets of this country with thofe of Pro- 
vence, who were then in fo great reputation. The 
king openly protected them, becaufe they had done 
him eflential fervices in his wars. Ele gave thema 
recommendation when he died; but it was thoughe 
they could not have a greater fervice done them, 
than by converting them to Chriltianity. To evade 
the perfecution, they promiled to change their reli- 
Sion, upon condition they might take wives from 
good houles, and the neble families of Naples. 
Avery body was deceived in this contract, except 
the ceclefiaftics. The Jews were furprized to tee 
thefe conditions granted. In the mean time there 
was no retracting, and they muft turn Chriftians. Ir 
was no lels turprize to others, to fee feveral marriages 
made up by means of fo recent and fufpected a con- 
verfion. Thote that found not a match returned 
to their old religion. A monk of Trani, in order 
to be revenged on the Jews, accufed one of them 
with offering an indignity to the rites of the Chrif- 
tian religion. This incenfed the common people, 
whomutinied, and maffacred all they met with. The 
tumult proceeded from Trani to Naples, where the 
Jews would have been all murdered, if fome men of 
power had not concealed the richeft of them, and 
fcreened them from the popular fury... The Jews 
would have been to blame if they had accufed the 
pope of all thefe commotions, as he had no hand in 
them; for Alexander IV. fent Octavius to Naples, 
to reftore the Guelfs, and to enforce his authority. 
But Oétavius could not fucceed, and the pope died 
foon after the ill fuccefs of his negociation. So 
that he could neither caufe or remedy the mileries 
the Jews fuffered. 


They were more at reft in Ancona. This terri- 
tory was not in the ecclefiaftical ftate, fince pope 
Clement VIL. did not feize it with his troops ol 
the year 1532, upon pretence of defending it againft 
the Lurks. 


Clement V. who removed his fee to Avignon, be- Jevss*, 
caute of the troubles Italy was difturbed with at the Sis) 
beginning of the fourteenth century, protected them 4, cc 
there againtt the fury of their enemies. Vv. 


This pontiff, who endeavoured to fecure them 
from violence, took allo care of their inftruction: 
for he appointed profeffors in all univerfities, to 
teach Hebrew, and train up fcholars to difpute with 
and inttruét them, after they had learned their lan- 
guage and rites, and the neccflary arguments tocon- 
vince them. 


Clement VI. fuccoured them in a fignal manner. pices 
The perfecution they faffered was commonly a ie fas 
thac breaking out ac one end of a kingdom, notonly a 
inflamed the adjacent provinces, but the neighbour- 
ing ttates. The pretence for this, which was almoft 
univertal, was the poifoning fountains and rivers to 
deftroy all thofe that drank of them, Such as fo- 
berly examine the matter, acknowledge, that it 1s 
impoflible thus to potion rivers. Many eople, 
however, dicd this year; and the Jews were thought 
guilty of the mortality. They were maffacred 10 
Spain and Germany, where the mifchief began. 

2 Twelve 


Book If. 


Twelve thoufand of them perifhed in Bavaria. The 
imperial cities made bridges with the ruins of the 
houfes of the Jews they pulled down, which conie- 
quently muft have been in great numbers. Some, 
reduced to defpair, fuffered themfelves to becrufhed 
under their battered houfes ; and others burnt them- 
felves, toavoid falling into the hands of their perfecu- 
tors. Clement VI. in the midft of all their difatters, 
received them at Avignon, whilft chey were burnt 
in other places, and did all thar lay in his power to 
ftop the torrent of this exceffive fury. 


The Jews were then potent at Bologna; for, be- 
fides the fynagogue they already had, they built ano- 
ther, Jarger and finer, and alo fet up an academy 
there. Ir was one of the Hannaarim, who removing 
from Rome to Bologna, that made this new fettle- 
ment. Thisfamily, which bears the name of Children, 
js {till uftrious, and pretendedto beio at that time, 
fince Mofes, the head of it, traced his genealogy as 
high as thole Jews whom Titus carried to Rome. 
‘They lived in this great city till che end of the four- 
teenth century, and then made choice of Bologna, 
where they made great improvements, and built the 
finelt fynagogue in Italy. : 





aA 


ru 
cot 


ews power 
Bfal ot Bo- 
Lgua. 


CHAP. NI. 


Edit of Philip the Auguft againft ufury. The Jews 
expelled Britany. Decrees of the council of Lyons. 
Of the council of Vienna. ‘Fews perfecuted under 
St. Lewis. Recalled. Banifbed Gafcony by Ed- 
ward. By Philip the Fair. Recalled, Perfecuted 
afrefo in Languedoc. Banifbed for ever out of 
france. Obtain privileges at Metz. 


PHILP the Auguft {till reigned at the beginning 


DEER STERIC A SRE TRL ENE SAS IETS WE I EARLS IE ATANS 


L, of 


pon the of the thirteenth century, and many penrions 
Mth ade . ve . y 
peat ulury nets prefented to him again{ft the ufury of the Jews, 


ho, not content with their exceffive intereits, and 
the mortgages of the church-plate, made their debt- 
ors flaves. The princes connived at thefe extortions, 


FTE 


becaufe the ufurers bought their protection; and be- 
4 eaufe, upon the people’s complaints, they were con- 
‘ demned to great fines, and the confiication of their 
4 eftates to the royal treafury. 

is The king, however, was fo often importuned by 
: the remonitrances of the people, that he iffued fe- 
Es veral decrees, forbidding the lending money toa 
‘a monk, unlefs he could produce the letters-patent 
2 of his chapter; the taking in pledge the ornaments 
4 of the church; and the neceffary tools of workmen. 
3 The foldier had liberty to pledge his houfe; but the 
4 hufbandman and carpenter, who lived by their la- 


bour, were prohibited borrowing of a Jew, upon 
pain of lofing the debt. The edict was {till feverer 
tin Normandy, where there were Jews as in other 
places; for the creditors were obliged to cite the 
borrowers before the bailiff, and the debts were in- 
valid that were not regiftered in his prefence. 


Thefe remedies did not cure the evil, as we find 
afterwards many regulations upon the fame fubject. 
It was debated in the affembly of Melun, convened 
by St. Lewis at the beginning of his reign, when it 
was forbidden to borrow of the Jews, or take up 
money at intereft from them, to deprive them of all 
pretences of violence and injuftice. But among all 
the laws, the ftatute of the duke of Britany, in the 
year 1239, is the moft remarkable. 


The Jews difperfed in this province were very nu- 
merous, and, being for the moft parc ufurers, im- 
poverifhed the people. The merchants and nobility 
complained of it. John Rufus was then duke of 
Britany, his father Mauclerc having laid down the 
government. This prince affembled the ftates, by 
which it was enacted, at the requeft of the bifhops, 
abbots, barons, and vaffals of Britany, that all the 


Jews fhould be banifhed out of this province for 
ever, 


The debtors of the Jews were difcharged from 
the Sas they had contracted with them; and thofe 
(0. 50, 


He bak LTT ROSS: 





CONTINUATION or Tue HISTORY or THe JEWS. 


that had received pledges from them were allowed 
to keep them. 


All that killed a Jew were declared innocent; and 
the judges were forbidden to take an information 
againtt them, or to bring them to trial. 


It was refolved to addrefs the king of France to 
caule this ftatute to be executed in his dominions, 
that is, co expel the Jews, to {trip them of their for- 
tunes, and give licenie to kill them. 


The duke of Britany engaged for himfelf and his 
pofterity, for the prefent and future, ‘S to maintain 
** the faid ordinance; and in cafe of its violation, 
‘© the bifhops had not only power toexcommunicate 
** him, but to confifcate his lands in their diocetes, 
** without any refpect to the privileges he had ob- 
** tained, or might obtain for the future.” 


_ Laftly, he declared, “ that not one of bis vaifals 
in Britany fhould be admitted to do homage, till he 
had taken oath before two bifhops, or two barons, 


to oblerve this law, and not to fuffer any Jew upon 
his territories.” 


The great council of Lyons, in which the empe- peerces of 
ror was excommunicated, made two new decrees. the council 
By one, princes, who had Jewifh fubjects, werecom- ef Lyons. 
manded to oblige them to return to the crufaders 
all the money they had extorted from them, upon 
pain of excommunication to fome; and others were 
deprived of the privileges of civilfociety. By the 
fecond, the Jews were inhibited from demanding: 
their debts of the crufaders till their return, or till 
they had received an authentic certificate of their 
death. The council of Vienna alfo, called in the councit of 
fame century, was obliged to maintain theChriftians Vicnna. 


againft the oppreffions they fuffered by the ufury of 
the Jews. 


Notwithftandingall thefedecrees and precautions, 
the Jews {till found means to maintain their influ- 
ence, infomuch that, in fome provinces of France, 
particularly in Languedoc, they had the privilege 
of being raifed to the magiftracy, and, in moft 
places of the kingdom, to have Chriftian faves; a 
circumftance which was attended with very great 
inconvenience, and often with enormous abules. 


Saint Lewis, zealous for his own religion, perfe- 
cuted all others. |The inquifition, encouraged by 

. a : : perfecuted 
his orders, exercifed irs utmoft cruelty upon thofe bnucr se. 
they called heretics. In fine, this prince, infatuated Lewis. 
with the crufades, permitted thole that engaged in 
the holy league to commit feveral outrages. In his 
reign the people rofe at Paris againit the Jews, 
under pretence that chey facrificed children on Good 
Friday, and had occafion for Chriftian blood that 
day. Many of them were maffacred. The fame fury 
raged in the provinces of Brie, Touraine, Anjou, 
Poitou, and Maine, where about 2500 perfons fuf- 
fered violent deaths, who refufed to abjure their re- 
ligion. Things at length proceeded fo far, that 
the pope was obliged to write to the king, defiring 
him to moderate his rage, and informing ‘him, that 


the Jews ought to be allowed to follow the dictates 
of their coniciences. 


The Jews 


During this prince’s unfortunate imprifonment in 
the Holy Land, a prodigious body of his fubjeéts 
confederated together to goand refcue him. They 
were headed by one James of Hungary, a Maho- 
metan, and afterwards an apoftate from the Cifter- 
tian order, who, at the head of this multitude, 
marched to Orleans, where he maffacred all the 
priefts and monks he met with. Departing thence, 
he purfued his road to Bourges, where he caufed all 
the Jews’ books to be feized, in order to be burnt, 
and plundered them wherever he could. But at 
length the people rifing againft thefe plunderers, in 
their turn, made great flaughter of them, in which 
they loft their leader, with many others. 
We are told of a conference between R. Jechiel, 
a learned Jew and great cafuift, and Nicholas Do- 
nim, a famed convert from Judaifm, before queen 
Blanche, then regent of the kingdom, and a private 
encourager of this new crufade. The Chriftians and 


7 Jews 
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Jews give us different accounts of the fuccefs of it; 
but thac St. Lewis was no friend to the Jews plainly 
appears from the ediét which he fent, whilit under 
his confinement, to have them banifhed out of 
France, which was punctually executed. The Jews, 
however, pretend that it was the king himfelf that 
banifhed them after his return. 


Philip the Bold recalled them, urged, as it is 
faid, by the neceffity of his affairs; for the imprifon- 
ment and fchemes of Lewis had exhaufted_the 
finances of the kingdom; and the wars which Phi- 
lip was obliged to fuftain accomplifhed his ruin. It 
‘was HHOUB RY therefore, they could not better re- 
eftablith the revenues, than by recalling a people 
that brought treafures along with them, together 
with the art of making money circulate. Philip’s 
natural leniry contributed much to this recall: how- 
ever, they were expelled under Philip the Fair. 


The Spaniards claimed Levi, the fon of Gerfom, 
grandfon of Nachmanides by his daughter, as one 
of thofe doctors that do their country honour; tho’ 
he was born in Provence, and was therefore a 
Frenchman, if we confider the provinces that at 
prefent compofe that monarchy, and have always 
been a part of Gaul. This rabbi maintained pecu- 
liar principles of his own, and was totally averfe to 
every thought that tended to countenance the fuppo- 
fition of apparitions. He lived till the fourteenth 
century, in which hecompofed hiscommentary upon 
Samuel, and many other works; and was a witne(s to 
parc of the miferies that ruined his nation in France. 


Gafcony had likewife a great number of Jews, 
who had gained fuch an afcendant there, that com- 
laint was made to Edward I. then in poffeffion of 
it, by an Englith knight, who, having mortgaged 
fome lands to one of them, and fummoned him be- 
fore a judge, retufed to appear or releafe the mort~ 
gage. The king gave the Jew to underftand that he 
mutt comply, and that, though he had fuffered them 
to enloy es the privileges which his father had grant- 
ed to them, he would himfelf be judge, and fhew 
that he did not defign to give them the preference 
over the Chriftians,; upon which the Jew fubmic- 
ted to the law, But the king having foon after 
efcaped being killed by a clap of thunder, which 
pafied over his bed, and killed two of his officers in 
the fame chamber, thereupon banifhed them out of 
Reon: and all his other dominions in France. 
There had, by this time, crept fuch abominable 
abuies, both amongft the Jews and Chriftians, in all 
thofe Gallic parts, that pope Nicholas IV. fent or- 
ders to all his ingciitors there to be more watchful 
over their conduét; and they executed hiscommands 
with great punctuality. 


_ His example was not long after followed by Phi- 
lip the Fair, who wholly banifhed them out of his 
dominions. It is faid that he did a good deed from 
an evil principle, the defire of plundering and be- 
coming rich. The king was covetous, and fo vio- 
lently opprefied his people, thatthe Parifians rebelled 
and befieged him in the temple, where he remained a 
whole day without food, the befiegers having en- 
groffed whatever was valuable in the fynagogues. 

e banifhed all the Jews, upon pain of death or con- 
verfion, and confifcated the eftates of the exiles to 
his own ufe, permitting them only to carry their 
cloaths and a fum_ of money out of the kingdom. 

Part of them died by the way with fatigue and hun- 
ger: the reft retired into Germany, from whence the 
Jews of that country look upon themfelves as ori- 
eal of France, defcended from thefe perfecuted 
people. 


Some turned Chriftians, to prevent the mifery 


they thoughtunavoidable in foreign countries; and,: 


amongft the reft, Nicholas de Lyra, who wrote more 
learnedly and ftrongly againit the Jews than any 
either before or after him. 


But moft of the reft relepfed into the Judaifm 
they had abjured; and four years after one of thefe 
profelytes was burnt at Paris the fame day with 

argaret of Hainault. 





That avarice and intereft which had expelled the 


Jews out of France, caufed them to be recalled Rea 


again eight years after. Jewis Hutin, or the Mu. 
tineer, (for thefe two words fignify the fame thing,) 
fucceeding his father, and feeing great diforder in 
his finances, the kingdom exhautited of money, the 
people ready to mutiny, remembering the oppref- 
fions they had fuffered in the preceding reign, was 
not contented with facrificing Enquerrand de Mar. 
gint, his father’s favourite, to their refentment, but 
as this execution did not remedy the mifchief, he 
demanded a large fum of money of the fugitive 
Jews, and upon that condition recalled them to his 
dominions, where they lived peaceably in his reign 
which, to their misfortune, was very fhort, andt ey 
were again expofed to new troubles, 


_ in the year 1320 they underwent a fecond perfecu- 
tion, This misfortune was no fooner over than they afred iy 
fell into another. 
cen king of Granada, mortified to find himfelf {> 
often overcome by the Chriftians, fought an expe. 
dient to be rid of them otherways than by arms. 


” He called the Jews of his kingdom, and afked them, 


whether there was no way to poifon all the Chrif. 
tians? ‘They undertook this commiffion; but think- 
ing they could not execute it themfelves, as they 
were too much fufpected, they corrupted fome 
lepers, and communicated their defign to them, 
which was to poifon the wells and fountains. Thete 
lepers being bribed, and farther hoping to enrich 
themfelves with the ipoils of the dead, afiembled in 
four general councils, and formed their project all 
together. The waters were found poifoned in 
France and Germany. A leading man of Pernay 
fenc to the king the deputation of aleper, whom he 
had feized in his territories, and who confeffed he 
had been corrupted by a rich Jew, that gave hima 
receipt, which being dried, putin a bag, and thrown 
into a well, immediately rendered all the water bane- 
ful, The lepers were tried; fome were fhut up in 
prifons, and others in their peft-houfes, and prohi- 
bited to goout. The people of Languedoc, with- 
out waiting for the neceffary formalities of law, 
maffacred them in fuch a barbarous manner as can- 
not be read without horror; while the pretended cri- 
minals marched to the flames, and other cruel execu- 
tions, with as much joy as if they had been going to 
the celebration of a feftival. At Paris they had more 
equity fhewn them, for none but thofe who appeared 
guilty were put to death. Some were banifhed, 
and others kept.prifoners till they had difcovered 
their treafures, which king Philip the Long feized, 
and thereby raifed_a confiderable furn. Some hifto- 
rians, however, affirm, that they were all expelled 
out of the kingdom. 


The exigencies of the ftare obliged Charles, dau- grit 
phin of Vienne, and duke of Normandy, to re- 
call them during the diforders caufed by the impri- 
fonment of his father in England, by the oppreffion 
of the great men, and the mutinies of the people, 
who were weary of their tedious tyranny. When he 
came to be king, he confirmed what he had done 
as dauphin, obliging only the Jews of his kingdom 
to wear a badge of diftinétion. 


Their_laft calamity happened in the reign of 
Charles VI. This prince, being difordered in his 
fenfes, or, as fome affirm, bewitched, the Jews were 
accufed of committing fome murders and other 
outrages, for which fome of them were hanged, 
others fcourged, and the fynagogues fined, feverities 5: 
which obliged many of them to turn Chriftians. At a 
length appeared the ediét which for ever banifhed 
their whole nation from the French dominions, and 
it is from that fad epocha that they begin the date of 
their years. 


They have been tolerated in France, though they 
have not an entire liberty, Profanus, the celebrate 
aitronomer, taught at Montpelier in the middle o 
the fifteenth century. Mary de Medicis not only 
fent for Montalto to Paris, to be her phyfician, but 
obtained of Henry IV. an abfolure liberty of con- 
{cience for himand allhisfamily. There were Jews 
afterwards in Gafcony, and trom thence cate fo 

attro 


Bocx I, 


Perfecated 
Hiftorians relate, that the Sara- base, 
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Caftro dé Tartas, who being taken at Brafil by the 
Portuguefe, was put into the inquilicion, and burnt 
alive. But if the Jews have lived in France, it was 
only by way of toleration, without public authori- 
ty. Moft difflembled, and feigned the proteffion 
of a religion they abhorred. ‘There are {till in that 
kingdom fome of thefe difguifed Jews, who have 
entered into public offices in the church, to fereen 
themfelves from the royal authority, which profe- 
cures them with the greatelt feverity even into their 
retreats. 


We mutt, however, except the city of Metz in 
Lorrain, in which they preferved their ancient pri- 
vileges and a fynagogue. This was afterwards con- 
firmed to them by Lewis XJII. and an edict pailed 
in their favour, by which all criminal caufes rela- 
ting to them were to be referred to the council, and 
their ancient privileges confirmed; which edict, 
given at St. Germain’s, bears date 1670. 


CHAP. XIV. 

Oppreffions of king Fobn. Fews under Heury Il. 
Crufades dangerous. Fews purchase an indemnity. 
Heavy taxes impofed on them Henry deceives the 
crufaders. Yews difpofed to quit England. They are 
fold to Richard, brother of Henry. ccufations pre- 
ferred againft them at Lincoln. A party in England 
withftand the king’s oppreffion. The Fews fynagogue 
feixed, Their expulfion by king Edward. 


E read of nothing worth mentioning concern- 
ing the Jewsin Tengland till che cime of king 
John, except that they were invited into this king- 
dom by William the Conqueror. Even fo early as 
the reign of king Stephen, anno 1145, they were ac- 
cufed of crucifying a young Chriftian in contempt of 
that religion, and were accordingly punifhed for it. 
‘They were again profecuted for the fame atrocious 
act in Gloucefter, in the reign of Elenry II. anno 
1181; but fome have fuppofed, and not without 
probability, that thefe accufations were feigned, in 
order to opprefs and fleece the individuals of that 
nation. 


King John reigned with feverity, ufed his fub- 
jects ill, and incurred the difpleafure of the court of 
Rome by his oppreffing the archbifhop of Canter- 
bury 3 which obliged the pope to interdict his king- 
dom. The Jews he loaded with heavy taxes; and 
when they began to refufe him money, made them 
prifoners, and extorted, by violent punifhments, 
what he could not obtain by his ediéts. Not fatis- 
fied with thele extortions, he confilcated the eftates 
of all the Jews of his kingdom, and banifhed them 
by proclamation. 


_The Englith rebelled againft king John, and in- 
vited a foreigner to reign in his ftead; but his death 
puta {top to the calamities that threatened the king- 
dom. The barons joined with young Henry It. 
raifed an army, and gave bartle to Lewis of France, 
who, with difficulty, had much ado to repafs the fea, 
after he had given up all that he had taken. Henry 
reigned fifty-fix years, during which long term the 
Jews had feveral turns of fortune. 


Henry Ill. propofed to convert the Jews of his 
kingdom, which he thought he could not more ef-. 
* fectually promote than by founding a feminary for 
the maintenance of converts. He committed the 
conduct of it to an ingenious man, who carried on 
the defign with great affiduity. A}l that were wil- 

ing to be converted had here a fafe retreat, where 
they lived in peace, without being fubjeét to fervile 
labour or ufury. There were. many induced by 
idlenefs, and the temptation of being maintained 
without pain or labour, tocomeintoit; fothat the 
number of the converts multiplied, and the houfe 
continued a long time. 

The Jews of Norwich were accufed, fome time af- 
ter, of taking away a Chriftian child, of having 
kept it for a year, and after they had circumcifed 


judge. 
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him, defigning to crucify him at the feaft of the 
paflover. But the defign being difcovered, the 
crime paffed not unpunifhed. 

The fame_accufation was brought againft thofe 


of London four years after, with lome remarkable at London. 


circumftances, The child having been fold to them 
by his parents and crucified, and the facts difcovered 
by fome marvellous circumftances not worth men- 
tioning, he was canonized fora martyr, and his re- 
lics carefully preterved. However, the murder- 
ers could not be found out, only fome Jews, 
having lefe London about that time, were fhrewdly 
fufpected. 


All the Jews were alarmed the year following, crmacs 
from the perfecutions of the crufaders in Spain, dangerous, 
France, and Germany: fearing, therefore, that this Jews pur- 


{torm would fly over the fea, and fall upon them, 
they prevented it, and purchafed an ediét of the 
king, prohibitingany harm to be donethem through- 
out his dominions. 


Through misfortune, the king having frequent 
occafions for money, Galfrid, his prime minifter, 
thought it could not be eafier found than among the 
Jews. Upon their refutal, therefore, topay thegreat 
jums he demanded, they were accufed of commit- 
ting a murder at London; numbers were imprifon- 
ed; and, after many vexatious fufferings, obliged 
to pay a third of all their eftates. 


Nor did this fuffice for their entire fecurity, for 
four years after this infatiable prince demanded new 
prefents from his fubjeéts. He rejeéted thofe which 
the abbots and priors brought, when they were not 
deemed confiderableenough, and demanded greater. 
The Jews were not fpared in his demands. He re- 
ceived himfelf the gold that was prefented, and 


made his officers receive the filver. One particular tteavy taxes 
Jew, called Aaron, was obliged to pay him four hun- impofed on 


dred gold marks,and his officers four thoufand marks 
of filver. ‘Chis fame Aaron was taxed, feven years 
after, ten thoufand marks of gold, and fourteen 
thoufand marks of filver, to gratify the queen, and 
obtain his releafe out of priion. The reft of the 
Jews were not more happy : they were accufed of 
coining, and counterfeiting the prince’s feal; and, 
under thefe pretences, they loaded chem with im- 
pofts, They had their exchequer, and particular 
It is probable they gained over this judge 
by prefents; ar leaft the extortioners were acculed of 
favouring them, to have the power of fleecing them 
in their turn. John Lunel, though an ecclefiaftic, 
could not fecure himfelf from this accufation. He 
was charged with receiving great fums from many 
Jews, for protecting them at the bar, and dimi- 
nifhing their taxes. The king fuffered him to be 
cruelly treated; and his punifhment would: have 
been itill greater, if one of his firft minifters had 
not procured his pardon. A knight afterwards 
underwent the fame fate: he was impeached of be- 
ing corrupted by the Jews, whofe commiffary or 
overfeer he was, and of having forged a falfe in- 
denture, to which he put the king’s jeal, entrufled 
to him for the Jewitt affairs. Complaint was 
brought to the king, and he recriminated upon 
the Jews who had affitted him. However, he could 
not refcue himfelf from the hands of juftice, with- 
out the lofs of his poft, and a confiderable fine. 


The holy war furnifhed Flenry with a new pre- 
tence for oppreffing his fubjeéts. The pope had 
written a very cogent letter to him, to oblige him to 
crufade, and fuccour the king of France out of 
hand. He engaged to do it; but at the famé time 
pillaged eee of all they had remaining; and 
after this fpoil, deprived the Chriftians of their jew- 
els, and every thing that was valuable. 


Henry afterwards fpread a report, that the kin 
of Spain defigned to declare war againfthim. ‘This 
was advanced as anew motive for his demanding c 
fupplies from his people. 
being affembled at London, remonftrated, that be- 
ing drained by former taxes, they could contribute 
no farther: that if the king of Caftile did effeétually 
make war, they would not refufe their affiftance 5 
but his defign being yet concealed, they could not 
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taife fubfidies upon uncertain rumouss. They had 
the better reafon for what they did, becauie the 
king’s defire was only to fatisfy the avarice of fo- 
reigners at his court. The weight of this refufal 
fell aber the Jews, who had lefsauthority, butmore 
wealth. Frefh fums being demanded of them, which 
they could not pay, Elias of London {poke for them 
all, and reprefented to the council, that, fince they 
had trefolved to fink them, they had better expel 
them the kingdom, or grant them the liberty of de- 
parting; as, perhaps, they might fomewhere eHe 
find a prince who had fome fentiments of juftice 
or humanity; that the king knew well that, tho’ 
he fhould denounce the heavieft penalties, they 
could not furnifh the fum demanded of them. 
However, the council denied thém the liberty of de- 
parting; but the tax was moderated, and by this 
means they drew from them the little they had re- 
maining. 


-Jenry renewed thefe extortions the year fol- 
lowing. He reprefenced chat, notwithitanding all 
the taxes he had raifed, he ftill continued involved 
indebt. He folemnly declared his debts amounted to 
two or three hundred thoufand marks. [He obferved, 
that he muft defray the expences of his houfhold, 
and therefore he demanded eight thousand marks of 
the Jews. ‘Chey reprefented once more to the king, 
that they were ready to quit the kingdom, and that 
the pope’s ufurers had compleated their ruin. The 
king, enraged with this refufal, fold them to his 
brother Richard. It was not doubted burt thac 
Richard would treat them more harfhly than his 
brother, and demand double the payment of his 
debt; but he took pity on them, becaule he was 
convinced of their poverty and diftrefs. 


Befides thefe misfortunes which overwhelmed 
them, the Jews of Lincoln were accuied of mur- 
dering achild. There were three particular circum- 
ftances in this acculation. One was, that the Jews 
of Lincoln had invited four others from_every 


city in England to affitt at this facrifice. A fecond, - 


that the murderer confeffed, when his life was pro- 
mised him, that this facrifice was renewed every 
year, though it was not always difcovered. The 
third was, that the king refufing to ratify the pro- 
mite of faving the Jews, they not only put him to 
death, bur arrefted ninety-one prifoners at London, 
and punifhed many others of them capitally. 


‘The king, who reigned with fuch extortion, and 
exhautted his fubjeéts by his avarice, muft of ne- 
ceflity create himfelf cruel enemies; therefore they 
combined againft him in England. ‘The earls of 
Leiceflerand Gloucelter heading the leaguers, gave 
him batele, in which his brother Richard, who was 
called king of Germany, becaufe he had been elected 
emperor by the luffrages of fome princes, and king 
Tienry, with his fon l.dward, were made prifoners 
of war, Jédward made his efeape, by obtaining the 
liberty of exerciling his horles ina neighbouring 
meadow, — He defeated the earl of TLeiceler, who 
was found Main upon the fpor; and Henry, hav- 
ing reaicended the throne, confifeated che leaguers 
eftates to the ule of thole who had continued taith- 
ful co him. Butnone of thefe revolutions were ad- 
vantageous co the Jews; for the leaguers feized upon 
their fynagogue at Lincoln, and pafied from thence 
into the ifle of Uly, where they till made preater 
ravages. ‘Thus, however the wheel of tortune 
turned, this unhappy nation was Lill opprefled, 


Tr is pretended that, Henry HT, banifhed them 
out of Wngland by an irrevocable edict. ‘The mo- 
tives of this exile are varioufly reported. A Jewish 
friflorian fays, they were acculed to the king of adul- 
terating che coin, ‘The king eafily perceived the in- 
pocenceot che acculed, and that the deponents were 
guilty of che crime they had charged on others, But, 
potwithitanding, chey wenton with cheir acculation, 
and pos witnelles. The king fecing them fo 
cruelly bent, was afraid that the people would ex- 
cerminate that nation, and therelore ordered them 
io depare his cerricories. 

Moft Chriftian authorsagree concerning this edict 
of banithment, made againit the Jews at the end of 
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the thirteenth century, in king Edward’s reign; and 
manifeft proofs are found of it in fome chanceries 7,, 
of England. ‘T'rivet affirms, that Edward III. ba. ane 
nifhed the Jews out of his kingdom, gave them ing t2 
money for their paffage into France, and afterwards ““* 
confilcated their eftates. Polydore Virgil attributes 

this edi€& to a council held at London in the year 
1291, which defigning to feparate the fheep from 
the goats, commanded, by a_public ediét, all the 
Jews to depart England in a few days, giving them 
liberty to carry away their effects. They obeyed the 
decree: and thus this nation, “© Which was prodi- 
. gioufly numerous in England, departed out of it 
for ever 5, {till wandering from one place to ano- 
** ther, till it was entirely loft, and its lofs willnot 
= be very affecting, provided they leave us their 
: facred books, without which it would be difficule 
“to preferve our religion in future.’ Such is the 
reflection of this hiftorian. 


Edward, the preceding year, had paffed fuch ano- 
ther decree for all the provinces he poffeffed in 
France. The motive alledged for this feverity, 
was, that the Jews entering into too ftriét an inti- 
macy with the Chriftians, corrupted them, How- 
ever that might be, it is plain they never appearedin 
a body in this kingdomfrom that time till chey were 
recalled to it in the time of Oliver Cromwell, as 
will be feen in its proper place. 


CHAP. XV. 


Frequent accufations againft the Fews in Germany. 
They countenance the irruptions of the Perfians into 

the weft. Afjift the Tartars. Maffacred in Bavaria. 

At Bern, €8c, Learned rabbies in Germany. Fews 
flourifa in Lithuania. Decrees of the council of V1- | 
enna. Precaution taken at Augfurg againft falfe | 
oaths. Fews again maffacred. R. Mordecai hanged. | 
Fre(b commotions. Proteéted by the bifoop of Spires. 
Perfecutions caufed by the Flagellants. Wells poi: 
foned in Germany. Maffacre in Bobemia, ‘Fews | 
Jinally expelled the empire. 


\ S7EIETHER the Jews were really more wicked ,,,., 

in Germany than in other countries, or the jes 
people more fuperftitiouN zealous againik them, agels 
there is not a kingdom fe they have been ac- Jets 
cufed of more enormous crimes, and of, a greater ees 
variety and number of them, during thefe two cen- 
turies. 


One of the principal crimes charged upon the x... 
Jews in Germany, was favouring the conquefts OF tense 
the Perfians and Tartars, a multitude of whom ing 
quitred the eaft to ravage in the weft, Their incttl fsa 
hons did not laft long; tor they returned into Perfias neo 
and, aftonifhed at the obftacles they found to theit 
intended conquefts, gave up a defign which three 
magicians of the fame nation at Cologne had {ug- 
gefted. It is faid thac the Jews of this countrys 
Whole difperfion inclined them to Tiften to every 
vague infinuation, flattered themfelves chat, the 
Perians would become their deliverers, helt 
hopes and joy were the greater feandal to the Chrif- 
tiang, becaule ney did not difguile them, but calle 
the fon, of him who commanded this army David, 


imagining that he would be their king. 





“yhough their hopes were difappointed in this pal yy! 
ticular, they entertained new ones {till more chime gee 
rical, when they heard that a prodigious mulricade 
of ‘Fartars had penetrated into Lungary, and, abeer 
they had ravaged it, threatened Bo iemia, and, the 
neighbouring countries, “Phe emperor was in it 
coniternation, and forced to fue for afliftance to all 
Chriftian princes; and crulades were (lrongly Fe: 
commended againit thofe enemies of the Chriltit? 
hame, bue with little fuccels, becaule Frederic $ 
enemy, the pope, fought his and the empire's ruil 
‘The emperor, however, made head againtt the bat- 
barians, and Conrade, his fon, giving, them bares 
obliged them toretire, ‘Lhe Jews, elated with the 
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tranfient profperity they had enjoyed, imagined that 
the ‘Tartars were of their nation, and that they came 
to their affiftance. ‘They pretended that their_an- 
ceftors, who were taken’ to the banks of the Cal- 
pian Sea, had brought forth this people, that carried 
detolation and terror wherever they went, and there- 
tore refolved to join and fuccour them with fup- 

lies of provifions and arms. ‘To do this the more 
effectually, they promiled the princes to poifon the 
wine they carried, and thus to deltroy thete bar- 
barians. But their fraud being ditcovered, they 
were made prifoners, delivered to the executioners, 
and died by their own twords. Vhe moit favour- 
able thing for the Jews in this event was, that the 
emperor Frederic was alfo fufpeéted of calling in 
thele barbarians. FHlowever, the acculation was falie; 
tor the clergy and pope had invented it to render 
him odious: and fo far was he from joining and cor- 
refponding with this nation, which came only with 
defigns to ravage the empire, that he expelled 
them, and reftored the king of Hlungary to his 
throne. 


‘They were accufed, the fame year, of obftructing 
the converfion of a young man of their nation, who 
was inclined to be baptized at Frankfort. This ac- 
culation feems better grounded than many others; 
becauie, as it was common for this people, and par- 
ticularly amongit their fathers, in order to prevent 
the defertion of cheir children, frequently to go be- 
yond the bounds prefcribed by reafon and the laws, 
the councils and caiperors were often obliged to re- 
itrain the violence of the Jews in oppofing thele 
convertions. Vhis oppofition coft the city of frank- 
tore and the Jews very dear; for the people being 
incented that a conqueft of this kind fhould be 
taken out of their hands, mutinied, and betook 
themfelves to arms. Some Chriitians were killed 
in the fray; and 180 Jews were deftroyed by the 
fword, or the fire chat had been kindled; but the 
flames continuing, and raging from houlfe to houle, 
half the city was confumed, which tubjected the rett 
of the Jews to freth danger. The more prudent, to 
the number of twenty-four, were baptized, to avoid 
death, and among them che chict of their fyna- 
gogue. 

The accufation of killing children at the paffover 
wascurrent inGermany, and in all other places of the 
weft. This crime was imputed to them at Hague- 
nau, in the Lower Alatia. The¥ were acculed of 
taking three children, of feven years old, which were 
found dead in one of their houfes. Complaints of 
ic were brought to the emperor, who difmiffed the 
plaintiffs with an evafive anfwer, which {till more 
exafperated the people. 


A more alarming accufation was preferred in Ba- 
varia, where an old woman confeffed that fhe had 
delivered a child to the Jews, who had drained his 
blood for fome facrifice. The people of Munich 
rofe, and, without ftaying for the fenrence of the 
judge, maifacred all the jews they could meet with. 
The officers in vain oppofing this fury, adviled rhe 
relt of that nation to take sanctuary in a lynagogue, 
which was a building of ftone; but this rendered 
their mifery the more general; for the people pur- 
tued them thither, fet fire to the place, and burnt all 
thofewho thought themfelves fafe, whilit neither che 
duke or his officers could ftop their rage. 


Much fuch another accufation was brought a- 
gainft the Jews of Werrtzburg and Bern, where they 
were mafiacred in the fame manner; and the two 
children killed by them canonized for martyrs. 


Notwithftanding all thefe accufations, the nation 
of the Jews continued to multiply in Germany. 
Learning flourifhed in the fynagogues, which were 
governed by learned and illuftrious rabbins. ‘The 
city of Germefheim alone produced two; one of 
which was Baruch de Germefheim: for then they 
began to take furnames; and as noblemen took 
theirs from the fiefs and lands they poffeffed, men 
of Iecters commenly derived theirs from the cities 
where they were born. We have fpoken tufficiently 
of Baruch, E.ezer de Germeciman was of the fame 
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city, and oneof the greatett cafuifts, who produced 
a work of great worth and learning. 


Ifaac of Vienna, author of * The Light fown,” 
took the pains co tranicribe books for the fyna- 
gogucs of his country, to render chem more correct 
and exa&. He had Meir de Rottembourg for his 
difciple, who excelled his matter, and became the 
judge and doctor of his nation, which drew upon 
him a long train of misfortunes; for, as he was 
thought to be very rich, or to have the management 
of his diiciples purfes, the emperor, who loved mo- 
ney, laida great tax upon him, and imprifoned him 
for defect of payment. One of his difciples bailed 
him, but he died betore he obtained his liberty. A 
work is afcribed to him, intitled, Hattifbats ; buc 
he is but indire€tly the author of it, as it was his 
difciples, after his death, who made a collection of 
his decifions, and gave them this title. 


The German Jews likewife extol their R. Amnon 
for his learning, riches, and beauty, as well as his 
miraculous recovery of all his fingers and toes, 
which the bifhop of Mentz had caufed to be cut olf 
for declining a conference with him, which he had 
promifed three days before: but this tatt cireum- 
{tance has every femblance of a Jewifh legend. 


Befides che advantage they enjoyed in che thir- joys avu- 
teenth century, of having a confiderable number of tim in bi. 
Qreat men, they met with another; for Boleflaus, tuania, 


furnamed the Chalte, gave them liberty of con- 
fcience in Lithuania, with the addition of many con- 
fiderable privileges, which they prelerved for many 
ayes. JHe only imitated other princes, who pene- 
rally took this nation into their protection. “This 
appears from the council of Vienna held at that 
time. 


‘The council obferved, that the number and power 
of the Jews were fo great, that the revenues of parifh 


Decrees of 
the cauncil 


prictts were confiderably Icffened by them; and ot Vienna. 


therefore they were obliged to make then: amends 
proportionably to the profits they would have re- 
ceived from Chrifiian families Hving in their pa- 
rifhes: that they hindered their wives and children 
from embracing Chrittianity, and yet circumeifed 
Chriftians, which was a prejudice to religion: and, 
laftly, chat they multiplied their fynagogues, mak- 
ing them Jarger, higher, and more fumptuous. The 
council reftrained thele abuies by new decrees ; 
and, at the fame time that it allowed che antient 
fynagogues, ordered the new ones to be pulled 
down. 


But thefe decrees were infignificant, whilft princes 
and great men protected thofe who refuled to obey 
them, and ordered their officers to defend thofe who 
implored their tuccours. he diforder proceeded 
to the Jaft extremity, infomuch chat it was declared 
to the princes and their officers, that they were ex- 
communicated and banifhed the church, if they 
continued to proceét the Jews, and refufed to exe- 
cute what the ecclefiaitics had determined againft 
them. 


They were obliged foon after to make freth regu- 
lations at Augfburgh, on account of the improper 
oaths which were till then adminiftered to them, and 


Precautions 
taken at 
Augtburgch 


which they made no {cruple to break; and to oblige againtt faite 
them to fwear by the laws of Moles, holding their 


hand on the Pentateuch. The misfortune js, that 
even this Jaft kind of oath is held by them to be 
annulled on the grand expiation day; fo that at the 
moft they can be of force but one whole year. 
We may add, that they have their cafuilts likewife, 
who allow them to equivocate according to that 
conceffion of the Talmud, that it is lawful to dif- 
femble for the Jake of peace. 


“Their difputes with the Caraites were then ver 
violent. 


rs y Disputes 
The latrer were headed by a learned man, With the 


who, not content to expole the extravapancies of the Caraite:. 


Talmud, and compote a treatife on them, under 
the citle of doéter Aaron, explained all the articles 
of faith, and called his book the Tree of Lite, be- 
caule he did not believe life was to be had without 
believing thele articles, Fe believed the refurrcétion 
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of the dead, but confined it only to the houfe of 
Ifracl. As zealous as he was for his fect, ic began 
then to degenerate from its firft precifion; for being 
fond of traditions, Niffi, the fon of Noah, who 
lived at that time, was obliged to explain the Mif- 
nah, becaufe it was earneltly defired of him, Aaron 
was alfo forced to pay fome deference to his difci- 
ples; and, that he might not difguft them, gave an 
allegorical explication of feveral {cripture paffages. 
The Talmuditts were glad to fee their enemies make 
an advance in their favour; but they were not re- 
conciled, for their controverfies continued as violent 
as ever. 


They foon laboured under a greater misfortune 
than that of difputes and divifion. A peafant, named 
Raind Fiaifch, rofe up during the wars that dif- 
turbed Germany, through the competition of Adol- 
phus of Naffau, and Aijbertus of Auftria, who were 
eleéted emperors, and taking advantage of this con- 
fufion, gave out in the Upper Palatinate, that he 
had a divine_commiffion to exterminate the Jews. 
He ran over Franconia, and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, proclaiming every where the fame thing. 
To give his pretence the more weight, he afleried, 
that they had ftole a coniecrated water. “The peo- 
ple rofe upon this accufation, without examining it 
farther. The inhabitants of Nuremberg, Nicu- 
mark, Rottembourg, Amberg, and other cities of 
Bavaria and Franconia, excited by Raind Flaifch, 
feized all the Jews in that country, and committed 
them to the Hames. Some chole rather to burn 
themfelves, with their furniture, wives and_chil- 
dren, than be thrown into the fire by the Chril- 
tians. Rarifbonne more humanely faved its citizens, 
Duke Albertus of Auftria was willing to reflrain 
this violence; buthe dur{t not make a bold experi- 
ment ata time that his power tottered; and the leatt 
difcontent of the people, who looked upon Raind 
Flaifch as a meflenger trom heaven, would have 
made them declare for the Count de Naffau. He 
was forced, therefore, to wait for a more favourable 
opportunity, which at length occurring, the Jews 
were reftored to their privileges, and Nuremberg 
amerced in a great fine, which was fo much the 
more burtheniome, becaufe part of the city had 
been reduced to afhes by the fire the oppreffed had 
put to their houfes. 


The hatred of its inhabitants was notextinguifhed, 
for it burit out again ten or twelve years after, and 
the famous R. Mordecai of Auftria loft his life by 
it. Efe had compoted a commentary upon fome 
books of the Talmud, and fome works of aac 
Alphez, which are in great efteem. He collected 
all he thought worthy of notice from the books 
of ten rabbies, to which he added his own obferva~- 
tions. He left Aultria to come and teach at Triers, 
where llaac, whole family came from Dijon, was his 
colleague; but returning to Nuremberg, he was 
condemned to be hanged there. 


The confufion, inftead of leffening, increafed. 
One Armleder, in the neighbourhood of Naffau, 
heading fome peafants, and encouraging them with 
the hopes of elibdes, caufed them to take up arms 
againtt the Jews. They over-ran feveral places, 
killing all they met with, toenrich themifelves with 
the fpoils. The emperor Lewis of Bavaria, fore- 
feeing che confequences of this commotion, put a 
ftop to it, by taking off Armleder’s head, who had 
occafioned fo deftructive a fedition. 


Pope Clement V. having called a council at Vi- 
enna againtt the templers, made a decree again{t 
ulury, and thote that exaéted it. He alfo condemned 
the approvers of ic as heretics. This decree being 
publifhed, the Jews were expofed to many oppret- 
fions, which their exorbitant ufuries upon he Chrift 
tians drew upon them. They were brought before 
the tribunals, and difpuced their principal tor hav- 
ing violated the law of the Chriftians. Whey efpe- 
cially felt the effects of this law in Germany. But 
Menicho, bifhop of Spires, took upon him their 
detence; he argued, thae the law did not refpect 
them, becaufe che church does not judge thote thar 
are withour, Efe was perfuaded that it was lawful 


for them to demand ufury, fince they had been deale 
with without any defign of fraud; and therefore 
he feverely prohibited their being difturbed about 
ufuries for the future. ; 


The zeal of the Flagellants was a frefh {fo 
their calamities. This fect, which had been Ba 


extinct, refumed vigour in the year 1349, and cauled Perfecr. 

people, muttered torse 
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new maffacres. A company of 
under certain leaders, 
ftripping before the 
with cords. They drew into this fraternity the peo. 
ple of Spires, Strafbourg, and fome other places 
Thefe people, exafperated by the Flagellants againtt 
the Jews, feized them, and burnt them in “great 
numbers at Thuringia. But their greateit calamity 
happened ac Franktorc, where the Filagellants, hav- 
ing committed fome diforders, had confented’to an 
accommodation, when a Jew, named Cicogne, whole 
family was numerous in the place, defi ring toavenge 
his brethren, threw a piece of Gre-work into the 
town-houfe. The flame reached the church, which 
was pretently reduced to afhes, and burnt as far as 
Saxenhaulen. Such acrime as this could not be fut. 
fered to go unpunifhed : not only the guilty perifh- 
ed, but all the yew in che city, except a few that 
elcaped into Bohemia. 


The Jews were accufed, the fame year, of poifon- Wel 


ing the wells, fountains, and rivers; though upon no « 


other foundation than that they efcaped thecommon 6 


mortality, which, through the prevalence of the 
plague, happened in moft parts of Europe. A fuf- 
picion was fufficient to condemn them; and people 
employed all the remains of ftrength and life they 
had to murder their enemies. They burnt the Jews 
in lome places, and maffacred them in others. Thofe 
of Mentz defended themfelves, and furprizing two 
hundred difarmed Chriftians, were cruel in their 
turn, and took an unmerciful revenge of them. 
‘Phe populace, provoked at this barbarity, ran to 
arms, and fell upon their enemies with fach fury, 
that rwelve thoufand of them perifhed on that fin ie 
occafion. ‘* They fet fre to their houfes; and he 
* flames fpread to that degree, as to mele down the 
“ great bell and glafs of the church of St. Quintin. 
“ This corrent over-run all Germany: the impe- 
“ vial cities pulled down their houfes, and made ule 
“ of the materials to build caftles and towers. They 
“* were the more violently bent upon the ruin of the 
*““ houfes of the Jews, becaufe they found great 
“ riches in the ruts.” All the inhabitants of Ulm 
were burnt, with their familics and effeéts. The 
princes durtt not engage in fo critical an affair, and 
the Jews found no where any place of retreat. There 
was no place but Lithuania where they enjoyed any 
quiet, becaule Cafimer the Great, who was in love 
with a beautiful Jewels, named Either, had granted 
them great privileges. 


Thofe that fled to Bohemia could not find long , 
quiet there. The people of Prague, difguited ;, 
at feeing them celebrate the feait of the pafs- 
over, chole chat day, above all others, to burn their 
fynagogue, and thofe that performed their devotions 
init. “Vhe projeét was eafily executed: none made 
oppofition, or efcaped the death that was prepared 
for them. This was fo doleful an event, that the fy- 
nagogue of Prague prejerves the memory of it ina 
prayer made fome time after, to deplore its cala- 
mity. 


Two years after Wenceflaus, king of Bohemia, 
and emperor, with defign to pleafe his fubjects, to 
whom his vices had rendered him extremely odious, 
difcharged the nobility from all their debts to the 
Jews. This decree induced people to believe they 
mighre attempt any thing againft a nation which the 
emperor refuted to prote&. The maffacre began at 
Gotha, and grew terrible when che peafants joined 
the infurgents. Thofe of Spires put all to the 
fword, without regard to age or fex, except fome 
children, whom they carried to thechurch.to be bap- 
tized. Iowever, as fuch fort of executions are od!- 
ous, and depopulate countries, a ftop was put to 
them, by punithing tome — the mutineers. The 
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The Jews were again accufed of poifoning the 
wells; anc this acculation, which drew deach after 
it, and the moft crue] cortures, {pread itfelf into Ger- 
many, Italy, and Provence; at leaft the Jewifh hilto- 
rians@ive us this account: burac the fame time they 
add, thactheemperoracknowledged their innocence, 
and reprefented to his council, thatit was impoffible 
fo poiton a running fountain thac conftantly fupplied 
freth waters. But the people maintaining, that cicy 
had feen the Jews throw poifon into them, and pro- 
nouncing fome words in a low voice at the ame 
time, the emperor, upon their imporrunitics, re- 
folved to banith them. ‘The notice of this cauted 
great rejoicing among the feditious, as if there was 
no punifhment too crucl for thofe that had been the 
deftruction of fo many Chriftians: and thus the em- 
peror was obliged to order them, by proclamation, 
cither to fly, or change their religion. 


XVI. 


Conference held between the Chriftiains and Fews. Tenor 
and fuccefs of it varioufly related. The conflitution 
of pepe BenediG XU. againft the Taliiud. Dif- 
ferent notions concerning Vincent Ferrier. [lis con- 
werfions not fincere. i tifurrection at Toledo. Coi- 
ference before diphoifo. Learuedrabbics. Fews ba- 
nifbed out of Spain by edidis of Ferdinaud and Ifa- 
fella. Iluftrious refugees. Miferies of the fugitives. 
Levdinand’s politics cenfured. Jews retreat to Por- 
tugal. Treachery and cruelty of king Emanuel to- 
wards thei. Diffimulation of many Fews, and thofe 
among ft the eminent for birth and learning. 


CHAP. 





HE Jews had lived for along time, and mul- 
tiplied in Spain, where they had their fyna- 
gogues, famous doctors, and confiderable. fettle- 
ments, when Ferdinand, pretending a zeal for reli- 
gion, refolved to banifh them, Vhe fynagogues 
were pulled down, the people exiled, and the tami- 
hes, who were terrified with this banifhment, reduced 
to diffémble from one generation to another. But 
as this revolution did hot happen till the end of the 
fifteenth century, and was preceded with many con- 
fiderable events, we fhall give an account of them 
before we pals on to their Hnal expulfion, 


‘The anti-pope Benedict XT. was in Arragon, 
the only place he had remaining, and which was his 
whole jurifdi¢tion, Ie was inclined to fignalize 
his peal By attacking the Jews. He began with con- 
ferences. Jerome de Sancta Fide, who had deferted 
the fynagogue, and was his phyfician, put him upon 
this defign, byafluring him, that hecould convince 
all hisadvertaries, from paffages out of the Talmud, 
of the rectitude of their tenets. The principal rab- 
bies of the kingdom were ftummoned, and Don Vi- 
dal was chofen tor the defendant on the part of the 


Jews in this controverty. 


As Benedict defrayed all the charges, the Tews 
treated him with fingular complaifance and retpeét; 
though they exprefied themielves with fome acri- 
mony againit his phyfician, who, as appears, was 
the chief promoter, as well as conductor, of this 
conference. The tenor and fuccels of it are vari- 
oufly related by the. Jewifh and Chriftian hiftori- 
ans, who have tranfmitted it to us, though they 
both'yere prefent, and bore a fhare in it. 


The Jews own that they gave many bifhops, who 
were prefent, money to prevail with the pope to put 
afpeedy end to ic; but that the pope ‘remained 
fteady, and would have jerome de Sanéta Fide 
ttand ro his promife. “Chey add, that their doéters 
came off with honour; that they were only ordered 
to reftore part of the exceffive uluries they had ta- 
ken from the Chriftians; but that, upon applica- 
tion to Mark, pope of Florence, they were dif> 
charged, and fet ac entire liberty. 


‘The Chriftians affert, that Jerome, having pre- 
fcored a writing the fame year to the anti-pope, con- 
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taining the dangerous errandsofthe Talmud againit 
the law and the Chriftians, one of the rabbies pre- 
jent gave the cardinal of Se. Angelo a writing, 1 
which he declared, that the paflzges drawn from this 
book appeared to him offenfive and erroneous: 
that it was truc, another fenfe might be given them, 
but chat he did not know it; and therefore he con- 
fefies, that he does net pretend to defend them, nor 


juitiry them, end difowns all the anfwers he might 


have made to clude them. And all the rabbies pre- 
fent, except Jofeph Albo and lerrer, fubieribed 
the lanmie declaration. 


The Chriftians add, that three or four thoufand 
pertons were converted by Jerome’s piece, which 
rendered it infinitely valuable: and that Jofeph 
Albo, who was afraid all the flynagogues would be 
delerted, compofed the Articles of Faith; in which 
he endeavoured to fettle the wavering faith of the 
people. 


Ie is moft certain that Benedict XC1TI. the year 
following publifhed a contticudion againit the “Pal- 
mad, and the fewifh ulurics. Butas this anti-pope 
was depofed fome time alter, his conttitution was 
concealed with his other ordinances, fothat the Jews 
felt not the efleét of ic. Inis known too, that Joleph 
Albo endeavoured to contirm the faith of the Jews 
that was ftagecred by this conterence, Me publith- 
ed his Articles of Faith, which he reduced to the 
exiftence of God, the law of Motes, and) future 
punifhments and rewards. His work is in juch 
efteem, thac Gedalia, a Polander, has commented 
upon it, under the title of che Planted ‘I'ree: his 
notes are the roots of the tree, the references to 
feripture paflages are the branches, and the allego- 
rical explications the leaves. Thus this commen- 
tary Is a perfect or planted tree, 


Vincent Ferrier, another famous converter, ap- 
peared at this time. They call him, “ Vhe Splen- 
“© dor of Spain, the Light of Valencia, the Prodigy 
ee Ny te : , 

of the Univerie, and the Model of the Dom1- 
““nicans.” ble was _cholen to maintain to the 
people the validicy of Ferdinand’s election’; who by 
that means became king of Spain, and who after- 
wards made him a noble recompence. Tle was 
{teward of the palace, and confeffor to che anti-pope 
Benediét XM. In a word, they have not failed to 
canonize him, and there is hardly a church in Spain 
but receives his office. 


_ Lhe Jews call him Mummar, that is, apoftate, as 
if he had deferted the fynagogue to embrace Chrif= 
tianity.. But yetitis faid, that he was born a Chrii- 
tian, of an illuftrious family, and known ac Va- 
lencia, which, tora long time, had gone by the name 
of HKerricr. : 








Notwithftanding all this eclat, the converfions he 
made mutt be ftill much fufpected, becaufe they were 
but of fhort duration. ‘There is a writing pre- 
ferved in the Vatican library, of one Duran, a 
rabbi, who, after he had embraced Chrittianity, 
wrote to his fon, that he fhould not imitate his fa- 
ther. ‘The whole letter was equivocal. It was 
believed, at firit reading, that it was an exhortation 
to fland faft in the religion he had embraced: bur 
the myftery was eafily difcovered ; and it appeared, 


from attentive confideration, that this father meant 


to oblige his fon to return to Judaifm, which he had 
Jeft at Vincent Ferrier’s infligation, and embraced 
again four years after. Indeed, moft of the new 
converts, having diffembled for fome time, took off 
the difguife, and made it known, that they had only 
yielded to force and neceffity. 


Such were the converfions of Vincent Ferrier in 
Spain, The Jews, whom he had drawn by multi- 
tudes into the church, were no fooner at home, than 
they refumed the practice of their ancient cerc- 
monies. They circumciled their children in fecret. 
obferved the feaft of the paffover, and all other 
Jewihh feftivals and rites. 


As the Jews were brought in for their fhare in all 
the miferies that befel the kingdoms where they 
lived, 
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lived, they had a good part_in the infurreétion of 
ree the city of Toledo, which complained_ that its 
n infur- vo 7 ° z fs 
Atuenat privileges had been violated by the impofition of a 
Toledo. tax, though a light one, and neceffary to the war. 


The mutineers plundered the houfes of the richelt 
citizens, and flew thofe that refifted. The Jews 
were notf{pared; but the violence was carriedeven to 
the pofterity of the converts, when laws were enact- 
Theinfure ed, excluding all, both Jewifh and heathen new 
reétionis converts, from all offices. The clergy protected 
in fome de- chem; for the dean of the cathedral church of To- 
gree quelled g : : . : 
ledo reprobated this order of the inhabitants ; and 
caufed public thefes to be held, in which he op- 
pofed it. ‘The better to manifeft the confequence 
and injuftice of it, or rather to engage a grcatcr 
number of people in his intereft, he mentioned many 
illuftrious tamilies by name, whowere allied to thofe 
of theconverted Jews, and therefore deprived of em- 
ployments, Pope N icholas V. then publifhed a 
bull again& this decree, excommunicating all thofe 
who offered to exclude the converted Jews and hea- 
thens from political and ecclefiattical offices, from 
the priefthood and government. 


Conference All this while the Jews were efleemed and pro- 
phonfo. te€ted by king Alphonfo the Great, and his gran- 


dees; and it is under his reign that one of their wri- 
ters places a conference which happened between 
that monarch andone Thomas, furnamed the Subtle 
Philofopher, who came opportunely thither ; as one 
of the bifhops had preached a fevere fermon againtt 
them, in which he imprudencly affirmed that they 
could not celebrate their paffover without fhedding 
fome Chriftian blood. The king was happy in hav- 
ing fo learned a man to confute that abiurd notion, 
which he accordingly did, and with that ftrength 
and energy that might be expected from a perton of 
his character. 


However, the fynagogue was then 
great advantages 5 for, befides the learned of Arra- 
gon before-mentioned, many others appeared. Cha- 
ai was famous at that time for his cafuiftry. 


Learned 
sabbics, 


Joel, the fon of Sciocu, publifhed fermons. This 
preacher was prolix and diffufe, the too common 
error of thofe who harangue the people: ye he was 
much efteemed as a learned man; and competent 
judges have thought his explication of fome chap- 


ters of the Pentateuch very inftructive. 

Laftly, the family of Alcadeb produced two fa- 
mous aitronomers, the uncle and nephew, who both 
compiled aftronomical tables. But we fhall not in- 
fift longer upon this head, as we fhall find hereafter 
many learned men included in the fenrence of con- 
demnation and banifhment, and involved in the lait 
calamity that fwallowed up this nation, and expelled 
it out of Spain. 


Ferdinand and Ifabella accomplifhed this work. 
After they had put an happy end to the war againtt 
the Moors, they thought of nothing more than de- 
molifhing the fynagogues, and getting rid of the 
Jews. To this end they iffued an ediét, commanding 
that nation co depart the kingdom of Spain within 
the fpace of four months, or embrace Chriftianity. 
ad outof Lf urrecremata, who was the inltigator of chis per- 
Spain by an fecution, advifed fhortening the term, and forbad 
editorter che fupplying them with provifions, under great pe- 
Intcia. malties, or lending any affiftance to thofe who thould 

not be gone in April. Some hiftorians are of opi- 
nion, that the liberty granted them of carrying off 
their gold and jewels was revoked, and that they 
were only permitted to change them for cloth, wine, 
and other merchandize. But this rohibition was 
not rigoroufly executed, fince he Jews found 
means to carry off thirty millions of ducats. Such 
us had the courage to leave their country, were 
obliged to pay ome ducats per head to the king ror 
their freight; and cthofe that would nor, or could’ 
not, go for want of money, became flaves, and 
their goods were confilcated. This latt claufe was 
fo rigoroufly executed, that two veilels which were 
laden, not being able to fail ar the fixed time, they 
unmercifully fold all thofe chac were on beard to 
the Spaniards. 
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Marianus affirms, that feventy thoufand families 
or eight hundred thoufand perfons, left Spain, pur. 
fuant to this edi@. The Jews reckon an hundred 
and twenty thoufand families, and fix hundred thou- 
fand individuals. The favour Abravanel fo long 
had with the king: and queen, could not preferve 
him from thefame fate. He was obliged to embark 
and depart with the rett, for Italy. He muft have 
been accuftomed to exiles; for, however glorious 
his life was, he was often obliged to fly. In the 
bloom of his youth he appeared at the court of Al. 
phonfo in Portugal, and had a great fhare in his fa. 
vour; but John IL. his fon, having different no- 
tions, Abravanel {tole fecretly into the kingdom of 
Caitile. Ferdinand and Vfabella appointed himi to 
the fuperintendance of their finances. They fay he 
amafled great treafure:in a fhort time, and was 
expelled with the reft of his nation. He re- 
tired to Naples, and quickly procured the king’s 
favour, to whom he did great fervices: but this 
prince being dead, and Charles VIII. having pof. 
fefled himiclfé of the kingdom of Waples without 
any oppofition, Abravancl was obliged to fly to Si- 
cily, with Alphonio Ii. who fucceeded his father. 
He preferved his fidelity to his prince in the midft 
of -diftrefles which defpoiled him of his riches and 
crown. Alphonio died in Sicily ; and Abravanel 
was obliged again to change his place of refuge. 
Lhis rabbi is famous, not only for a long feries of 
viciffitudes, but efpecially for his works. He is 
the molt ufeful of all the rabbies for the under- 
{tanding of fcripture. Tle wrote in a pure and in- 
telligible ftile, though it be too prolix, and hath 
more of the {train of a rhetorician_ than a com- 
mentator. He explains the literal fenfe of fcrip- 


‘ture, and handles the moft important queitions that 


are found in the books he has commented. He was 
a good-natured man, and lived in familiarity with 
the Chriitians. 


There was alfo amongit the famous refugees of 
that time, Iaac, the fon of Arama, a great philoto- 
pher, and greater cafuift. The Jews highly efteem 
his Mxplication of the Law; though fome critics 
think ic too diffule, allegorical, and full of morals 
altogether Jewifh, He brought with him R. Meir, 
his fon, onc of the principal rabbies of his time, and 
author of a commentary upon Job, which Buxtort 
has attributed to his father. Another was Joteph 
Gigatella, who, during his exile, applied himfelf to 
the expofition of the divine attributes and, names. 
aac Karo was one of thefe exiles. _Hle retired firft 
into Portugal, and went thence to Jerufalem; but 
he Jolt his children and books by the way. He lived 
a very folitary life, and compoled the Generations 
of the Children of Laac, to comfort thofe that had 
lott chem. Abraham Zacuth lived alfo at that time. 
Bartolocci confounds him with Abraham the Jew, 
who has tranflated a T'reatife about the Virtue of 
Medicines, out of Arabic. Thefe two authors pub- 
lifhed a perpetual almanack, and both of them were 
great ttudiers of aftronomy. The latter was of Sa- 
Tamanca, and taught at Saragoffa; but he was ob- 
liged to quit his country by Ferdinand’s edi&. He 
retired to Portugal, where king Emanuel gave him 
the ticle of his hiftoriographer. Here it was he 
compoted the Juchaffin, the famous book of gene- 
rations from the creation of the world to the year 
1500. 


The milery of the exiles was extreme. The fire 
feized tome tranfport veffels, and confumed all the 
pallengers : many were fhipwrecked, and perifhed 
in the fea, either through default, or defign of the 
pilots. ‘fhe peftilence having infected the reft, the 
pilocs fer them on fhore. Part of thole that landed 
being cured, died of hunger. Others arrived ac Fez, 
where the inhabitants, frightened atfuch multitudes 
cf fugitives, fhut up the gates. They were forced to 
fer up tents in che fields, and to live upon herbs, 
which the drought and barrennefs rendered very 
fearce. Befides the injuries of the air, they were 
compelled to fubmit to the infolence of fome inha- 
bitants, who thoughtall things were permitred chen! 
againik the mileruble. One of them took a virgia 
by force fram her parents face; and afterwards mur- 
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dered her, for fear fhe had conceived, and woukd 
bring rortha Jew. A dailor turprized a company ot 
children, who came to look for thetl and other Uth 
when che dea retired. lie broughe them on board 
his bark, where he Save thenr bread, which ac. 
tracled a great number of therm. One day he weighed 
anchor, and carricd ofFall the young children, which 
he fold co fome pertons of quality, and made laves 
of the refit. Many other and more atrocious cruel - 
ties were perperrated by thefe barbarians. 


People murmured greatly againtt the politics of 
ma the king of Spain, who depopulated his kingdom 
vee by lo mutaken a perfecution, Belides, he ran the 

riique of arebeltion, finee Soo cdo people, driven ro 

defpair, were capabie of making a dangerous iniur- 

rection; 2nd Abravanel had reaton co extol this ex- 

emplary fidelity of his nation, when ir might have 
taken arms aguoil ics perlecucors, and railed a civil 
war ior fo devere a decree, Ferdinand doubrlets 
had taken precautions againit an event he had reaton 
to fear. Religion tcemed only a veil to cover the 
conduel of Ferdinand, who was Infinitely ambiti- 
ous. We cannoc anfwer tor che motions of the 
human mind, whole fprings are not only hidden, 
bue different, according, to the circumtlances of 
times. Bue itfeems chat the king and queen facri- 
diced the pretperity of the kingdom to ambition, 
their predominant paffien. 


John IL. king of Portugal, lying at the very gates 
was willing to enrich ‘Aimtelf with his 
neighbours fpoils, ‘F beinterett of his kingdom de- 
manded, that he fhould aflord a retreat to the Jews, 
trom whom he had recetved confiderable fervices. 
He had fent fome of chem to the coalt of Ormus, 
and the Red Seay who broughe hima faithiul ac- 
count, and Jerved hind in the difcovery of the iatt- 
Indies; bur yethe did not love them. INeverthelels, 
trom motives of policy, he received them, bucim- 
poled on thei moll rigorous conditions, Lach was 
obliged to pay him cight Sold crowns for the privi- 
lege of refuge. Lie moreover fixed atime, beyond 
which it was not lawful for them co conunuce in his 
territories withour enrering Into Javery. “ihe two 
conditions were difcharged by many fugitives thar 
retired into this kingdom, and afcerwards chole ra- 
ther to live in flavery, than expale chemielves to 
trefh misfortunes, “hey complained that he fence 
a vatt number into the ifles of Thieves, newly dif 
covered, where they miferably perifhed. Bur atthe 
Jame time they comfore themuelves with a notion, 
that Eleaven took yeneeance on him, for he dicd 
young; and his fon, who, by marrying labella, be- 
came heir to many kingdoms, tell irom his horte 
into the ‘Vagus, fron whence he was carried to a 
pealane’’s cortage, where hedicd; fo that the crown 
devolved to another branch. 








Emanuel, John’s fuccefor, at firit feemed to com- 
pafionarechcle opprefled wretches, and reflored them 
to their iberty., Bue the alance he made with Ha- 
bella and eerdinand altered his firik notion. Wh 
bella plainly declared, chat fhe would not have a 
man to her fon ah-law chat fallered the enemies of 
their religion in his kingdom, iimanuel, therefore, 
facrificed the Jews and Moors to an alliance he 
ie thought more advanuipeous. Tle allowed both of 
ee then to depart outot his dominions. Tle kepe his 
tape Ord with the letter, as fearing reprifitls would be 

J midein Africa upon the Chrittians., But he doubly 
Violated his faith with the Jews, by depriving, them 
of the liberty to. carry away thejr children above 
fourteen years of age, which reduced them to thar 
defpair, thar fome of chent killed cheavelves , and 
others, lacrificing, nacuye co their pcligion, became 
their own executioners, Befides, after they had 
alened them three ports, whither rheyv were to en- 
bark, they reduced theny t@ one, fo cliae Uhey were 
Oblived to alter rhein meat res, Make a double jour- 
heyy and exhautt their treafures, Tp fine, the delays 
That were eiven to che embarkation made great 
Ganibers nuferable. 
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Aonedt thote chat turned Chrittians, to avoid 


fuch a train of difatlers as they daw before then, 


many were hanflaly uted, trons coo jull miirak ot 
their fincerity , and a e:cat number were maitacred 
upon the fit Might oecafion: all which outrages 
jeem to have been but coo much encouraged by the 
cruelty ard urcachery with which king Limanuel 
had uted thac untortunsce people. 


Some hiftorians charee this difaler upon the Jews, 
affirming, they drew uw upon themietves, becaule 
fume of them, after publicly profefliny, Chritlianity, 
and being baptized, were found celebrating the 
Fealt of the paffover tn fecret: bur Mariana oughc 
to be preterred before al) foreign and German au- 
thors. Neverthelels, it is true thac mott of thole 
that remained in Spain and Portugal diffembled in- 
itead of being converted, Which is the natural ef- 
feét of perfecution in matcers of religion. The molt 
fJurprifing ching is, thar chis religion {preads trom 
generation co generation, and fill tubfifls in che 
perlons of diflemblers to a remote potterity. In 
vain che great men of Spain make alliances, change 
their names, and take ancient elcuteheuns; they are 
thill known co be of a Jewrlh race, and jews them- 
felves. ‘Vhe convents ot monks and nuns are full 
ol'them. Moitof checanons, inquilivors, and bifhops, 
proceed from this nation. Moreover, he brings 
proof of his altrtion, in maintaining, that there are, 
in the fynagogucol Amflerdain, brothers and fiflers, 
and near relations to Good famaics of Spain and 
Portugal; and even Francifean monks, Lumini- 
cans, and Jetuics, who come to do penance, and 
atone for the crime they have committed in difiem - 


bling. 





Among thole who, being, at length tired with 
fuch impious difiniulation, returnedco Judailm, di- 
vers were men of Brea Jearning, and appear b 
their works to have been well verted in the Jewith 
laws. Jofeph, the fon of Jofhua, who continued his 
chronology all the year 1gg4, was a Spaniard, and 
the beth hiflorian this nation has bad fince Jofephus, 
Ben Virgz was anocher Spaniard, who has collected. 
feveral neceflary rudes for che underftanding the 
Gemara, which are the more ufeful, becaule they 
were forgotten by other interpreters. [aac Cordola, 
a defcendane alfo from the Portuguele diffemblers, 
became one of the principal phyficians of Cattiles 
where he wrote his Spanith tract concerning the 
ufefulnels of water and fnhow, and cold or hoe 
drink, ButatJength, being tired with his difguite, 
he quiteed Spainand the Carholic religion with his 
nameof Ferdinand, which he had received at his bap- 
tim, and retired to Veronaabout the middle of the 
lait century. Ide printed his ereacife, in which he 
expatiates on the particular prerogatives of the Jew- 
ifh people, which ought to make them honoured 
notwithiLanding their Mierics and difperfions, Which 
God only fends forthe punifhment of their fins, Pe 
oblerves, that chis nation was chofen by God that 
italone is feparated from all other nations; chat ie 
received the fubbath and circumeifion from heaven, 
and that the divinity inftru@ed it by infpired men. 
Kor thele reafons the Inquifizion is watchful over 
thefenew Chrillians ; and they are fill fufpedled by 
the cruel miniflers of this uribunal, who carich 
themlelves with their fpoils. ‘Phe leath fufpicion 
luflices to make then guilty, Por, indeed, when. 
ever any accident happens in the Kingdon, the peo. 
ple accafe rhen of judataing, in fecret, and bringingr 
down the Divine vengeance, An intkince ol it was 
feen atthe beginning of the Jafl century, when a 
Dominican put hingelf atthe head of thele muri. 
neers, and they plundered, ravaped, and killed, 
four or five thoufand of thele converts, 


‘The Jewifth authors bitterly complain chat thete 
feverities wre JUN continued in ball vipour geal 
them at Cordova, Lithou, Conofbra, and even in 
the [aft and Weil tidics. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Jews under Tamerlane. Eftablifoment of the empire 
of the Great Mogul. Arguments proving that there 
were Fews at Cachemire. Conquefts of Lfbmael So- 
phi. Succeffion of Sophi. Contraé between the Fews 
and Muffulmen. Amurath IV. favours the Fews. 
Execution of the treaty. Horrid maffacre of the 
Fews. Fews diferaced and diftinguifbed by drefs in 


Perfia. Fews at Schiras. At Goa. In Armenia 
and Media. 


Jews under 
"Tamerlane, 


r P HE Jews fuffered much by the rapid conquefts 

of Tamerlane; for this conqueror, having 
fixed his capital at Samarcand, paffed on to Chora- 
zan, where they were numerous. He feized upon 
Bagdad, and all the Irak, and paffed into Syria, 
where he plundered Damaicus. He defeated Baja- 
zet, who reigned in Anatolia, where this nation had 
confiderable fettlements ; and, as he laid watte all 
places where his armies marched, it is no wonder 
that the Jews were ruined and difperfed by his in- 
vations. “Tamerlane followed Gingizkan’s religion, 
which confifled in feven or eight precepts, dictated 
by the law of nature. Though he has been repre- 
fented as a barbarian and illiterate, becaufe he had 
followed no other profeffion than arms, yet he was 
a lover of men of Jetters, and maintained a great 
number of them, with whom he often converfed. 
Phyficians and aftronomers were very well received 
at his court. Hence we have reafon to believe that 


many Jews were in it, fince they excelled in thefe 
two iciences. 


The conquefts of Tarnerlane were divided be- 
twixt his fons and grandions, who could not agree 
about fharing the fucceffion, and weakened them- 
felvés by their divifion. Nevertheleis, they fup- 
ported themfelves an hundred years, till a com- 
mander of the Ufbecs entered Chorazan, and, by 


bes conauel, took ittromthem. Arbek, a defcendent 
ae ne of amerlane, was obliged to fly to the Indies, 
the Great 


where he fet up the empire of the Great Mogul. 
We are told there was a province of Cachemire 
full of Jews, that came thither in Soloman or Sal- 
manazar’s time, who have left traces of their efta- 
blifhment, by which they are difcovered at this day. 
Mr. Thevenot defired one of his friends taexamine 
whether the inhabitants of this country had the Holy 
Scripture, and whether their Old Teftament was like 
ours? But he anfwered, that though there were for- 
merly Jews there, there were none at prefent. “* All 
“are (faid_ he) either heathens or Mahometans. 
‘© Perhaps fome of them might be found in China; 
“« for I have lately feen in the hands of our R. P. 
“¢ jJefuit of Delhi, letters of a German jefuit, writ- 
“ten from Pekin, fignifying that he had feen fuch 
** as had preferred Judaifm and the Old Teftament; 
“© and that they would even have made the jefuit 
“their kakan, provided he would abitain trom 
**fwines fleflh, However, we may ftill find here 
Arguments ¢¢ fome traces of Judaifin. The firft is, rhat, as you 
provingthat ¢¢ : : oo 4 
enter this kingdom, after the paffage of the Pire- 


Mogul. 


there were 
Jews at Ca- © Penjabe mountain, all the inhabitants I faw in the 
chemire. ¢¢ firft villages feemed to me to be Jews, by their 
*€ make and looks, and, in fine, by fomething par- 
©€ ticular which ever diftinguifhes this nation. This 
** notion is not peculiar to me-; for our Father Je- 
“ fuit, and many of our Europeans, had it before 
“me. The fecond is, that I obferved the name of 
“© Moufa, which fignifies Mofes, to be much ufed 
“© among the people of this city, though Mahomie- 
‘rans. The third, that they fay commonly that 
** Solomon came into their country; and that it was 
** he who cut the mountain Baramoule, to give cur- 
“* rent tothe waters. ‘The fourth, that Moles died 
“© at Cachemire, and that his tomb is a league from 
“this city. And the fifth, that they pretend this 
“© little and very ancient edifice, which appears here 
‘© upon an high mountain, was built by Solomon, 
“* forwhich reafonit is fill called Solomon’s throne. 
* Thus I fhould not be willing to deny that fome 


CONTINUATION or tus HISTORY of tur JEWS. 






























“¢ of them have penetrated as far as this place. But 
“in the courfe of time, thefe people mighr have 
“ joft the purity of their law, turned idolaters 
< and at aft Mahometans.” 2 


The writer, who gives this account, is in the 
right; for it is not to be doubted but that there 
were fome Jews in the dominions of the Great Mo- 
gul. The miferies they were reduced to in the eaft. 
by frequent wars, obliged fome of them to follow 
Arbek, with his other fugitivefubjects, and as they 
go into all places where they can make their for- 
tunes, the profperity of thefe princes might, in their 
turn, draw over merchants, aftronomers, and phy- 
ficians. 


The body of the nation remained in Perfia and 
Media : but as their academies had been deftroyed, 
and the fciences could not flourith amidft the con- 
fuGons of war, their learned men, and heads of the 
captivity, have for a long time difappeared ; and 
even the private perfons, difperfed in the provinces 
and cities, made a fad figure, becaufe they had been 
ruined. It is faid they raifed their heads under Ith- 
mael Sophi, founder of the family that reigned in 
Perfia. This prince, who reckoned himfelf a de. 
feendent from Ali, gathered all thofe who were de- 
voted to this fect, and all the unfortunate that would 
follow him. He found but feven or eight thouland ¢ 


men in Caramania, which is the ancient Cilicia; ¢ 
but with this fmall number he threw himtelf into 5 


onc of the provinces of Media, and flew Ferokhead, 
the king of it. Vhis firft victory, obtained at 
fourteen years of age, put him in a capacity to take 
‘Tauris, which fome geographers confound with Ec- 
batana, and make himfelf mafter not only of the 
reft of Media, but alfo of Perfia. 


Ifhmael Sophi died in the year 1520, being thirty- ss 





eight years old, and left the empire to his ton Tha- 5 


hamafb, who, being engaged in a Jong war with 
Soliman, was at latt obliged to ruin his own coun- 
try, that he mighe not be purfued, nor taken In his 
retreat. The fultanefs poilfoned him, to fet a fon the 
had by him on the throne. But as this fon was vi- 
fiting his father’s treafures, his fitter caufed him to 
be flain by the officers fhe had fuborned to execute 
her defign. She prefently releafed [hmael I. her 
other brother, out of prifon, to place him upon the 
throne: but_he ungratefully flew her a little time 
alter. His fubjeéts, unable to bear him, poifoned 
him after a reign of two years; and eftablifhed a 
third ton of Thahamafb, who was blind, and called 
Ifhmael. From this blind prince proceeded the fa- 
mous Shah Abbas, who undertook to perfecute the 
Jews, which gave occafion to a general maffacre a 


100g time after his death. ‘Phe matter is thus re- 
ated: 


Shah Abbas’s council reprefenting to him that 
Perfia was very thinly peopled, he refolved to grant 
great privileges to all that would come and fettle 
there. Multitudes of people arrived from all the 
neighbouring parts, and particularly a great num: 
ber of Jews, who, by monopolizing the trade, amai- 
fed great riches. They foon excited the jealoufy of 
the other inhabitants, who brought their complaints 
againft them to the fophi. There was no expedient 
to punifh them without giving umbrage to other 
flrangers, whom the violation of privileges, grante 
for fome years, would oblige to retire. But it w3s 
found in the Alcoran, that this nation was to em: 
brace the Muffulman religion fix hundred years al- 
ter its publication, or be entirely deftroyed. Abbas, 
who was naturally cruel, would have executed Ma. 
homet’s orders, and have cut off all the Jews, # 
the mufti had not {topped him. It was refolvea, 
however, to cite the kacams, or fages, of the n+ 
tion, before the fophi’s tribunal, to anfwer his de- 
mands. 

Shah Abbas queftioned them particularly about 
the abolition of the facrifices, and the other cere 
monies, the ufe of which had ceafed for-forme tim (4 
After a variety of arguments and interrogatorits py 
Abbas infifted that they fhould fix a time for the aP- 1% 
pearance of their expected MefMfiah, promifing 11° 
till then they fhould be tolerated ; and that ih 
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came accordingly, he and his fucceflors would em- 
brace their religion; butif, on the contrary, he did 
not appear, the Jews fhould either turn Mufiulmen, 
or fuffer the lofs of their lives, children, and efiects. 
After mature deliberation, they fixed the period at 
feventy years. Abbas made them pay dear for their 
toleration, cauled the agreement to be regiftered and 
figned on both fides, and taxed the Jews at two 
millions of gold. 


An hundred and fifteen years clapfed after Ab- 
bas’s reign, and yet nune thought of the contract 
he had made with the Jews. Indeed, the empire of 
the Perfians was difturbed with almott continual 
wars with the Turks, who feized upon Bagdad, 
whiltt their forces were employed againit the Great 

moth Mogul. Amurath TV. found many Jews there, who 

qV.fwours had remained in this country ever fince their frit 
tefews  difperfion: but though this prince, violating his 
promile, put the Perfians to the iword, that he 
might weaken his enemy by this maflacre, yet he 
fpared this nation, becaufe he thoughe it was very 
uleful to him. 


The war cauled fo great a diftraction at the Per- 
fian court, that che treaty Shah Abbas had made 
with the Jews was not executed. But we are told 
that Abbas I]. who began his reign in 1642, and 
was alittle more at peace, turning over one day the 
regifters of the palace, found, in his father’s journal, 
the contract between the Jews and Shah Abbas I. 
This, furprifed him the more, as Zabathai Tzevi 
made a great noife at that time, and molt of the 
Jews looked upon him as the perfon who was come 
to difengage them from their obligation. Te af- 
fembled’a great council, to deliberate about fo im- 
portant an affair; and it was therein unanimoutly 
relolved todettroy, withoutdelay, this nation, aboun- 
ding with cheats and impottors, that laboured only 
to opprets the rett of mankind. Orders were given 
to all the inhabitants, both ftrangers and natives of 
the fophi’s dominions, to tall upon the Jews, and 
to fpare neither age or fex, except fuch as fhould 
foridmate tUrN Muffulmen.  ‘Vhis maffacre began at [pahan, 
fre of the the capital of his kingdom. 1c was exercifed with 
Jee the fame barbarity in the provinces of Seyra, (she- 

ten, Humadan, Ardan, and ‘Vauris, where the Jews 
were fettled. The execution latted three years, with- 
outany glimple of humanity or compaffion from the 
Perfians; infomuch, that there remained not one 
fingle Jew in all thac vatt extence of provinces, 
where they had heaped up immente riches. Some 
efcaped the barbarity, by going into the Turkifh 
territories and the Indies, and abjuring Judailim. 
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But as Shah Abbas obferved that molt of thefe 
converfions were feigned and forced, it is not im- 
probable that they might difguit him from proceed- 
ing farther, and induce him to reftore to them the 
full liberty of their religion, in which it was the 
cuftom of the Perfians to indulge all ftrangers. We 
read accordingly, that they enjoyed it a long time, 
till a minifter of ftate, who hated them, or de- 
figned to enrich himfelf by the periecution, engaged 
his mafter to oblige them to turn Mahometans. 
ie employed his urmott efforts, fparing neither 
violence or lenity to fucceed in his defign. There 
was alfo an order of the prince, forbidding the 
exerci of the Jewith religion in his dominions : 
but, notwithftanding all this, he could not effect it; 
for, upon diligent obfervation, it was found, that 
whatever pretences they made to Mahometiim, they 
practited Judaifm till, fo that there was a neceffity 
of permitting them to turn bad Jews again, fince 
they could not be made good Muffulmen. In the 
mean time all thofe that are at Ifpahan are poor and 
milerable, and in fmall numbers. They pay annu- 
ally a fequin per head to the king, and are obliged 
to wear a little Square picce of ttuit, of two or three 
fingers breadth, fewed to their cap or robe, in the 
middle of their breaft, about two inches above their 
Girdle. Ic fignifies nothing of what {tuff this patch 
is made, provided the colour be different from that 
of the habit it is fewed to. 


It is plain, moreover, from Thevenot, who tra- 
velled in this country from the year 1663 to 1665, 
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that is fome years before the time of the Jewtfh 
mailacre, that, upon his going thither, they enjoyed 
full Hbercty of contcience, fince he adds, that the 
Perfians thoughe it firange that Eatemad Doulet 
fhould have undertaken, fome time before, to con- 
itrain the Jews co turn Mahoimetans. 


The tribe of evi pretend to have maintained Jows at 
themlelves at Schiras, where the Perfians have a fine Sehiras, 
academy, 2 great number of icholars, and profefiors 4 &* 
to teach philufophy, phyfic, and divinity. It is cer- 
tain there are many more Jews there thanatTipahany; 
but we cannot conjecture upon what foundation 
they pretend to be of the tribe of Levi; nor how 
this tribe, which returned from Chaldea with Ezra 
and Nehemiah, has been able to get together in this 
city to trade in glafles and wine, which 1s their main 
occupation. “Vhey are ttill more numcrous at Lar, 
the capital of a province, where they have a quarter 
afigned them to eat at the foot of the mountain, be- 
tween the city and the cattle. They are alfo diffufed 
into the country, on the coalt of Ormus and Ban- 
der Abaffi, in order to glean up fome Hirle part of 
the trade that is carried on from thence to the In- 
dies, where they had formerly many brethren. n- 
deed, they were diltinguifhed there into two kindss 
one that were born Indians, who turned Jews ; 
and the others were defcended from the race of 
Abraham. The king of Portugal, though he had ex- 
pelled them out of his kingdom, tolerated them {till 
at Goa and other places, where they had their pub- 
lic worfhip. 


At Goa. 


Bagdad, which was fo long the feat of the princes 
of the captivity, has for a long time been an incon- 
fiderable city. They do not reckon above fifteen 
thoufand inhabitants, finee its being taken by Amu- 
rath IV. Neverthelets, the Jews maincain them- 
felves here; where they havea fynagogue, and at 
prefent make a part of its inhabitants: but cheir 
number increales confiderably every year, by che 
pilgrimages made to Ezckicl’s romb. © “Chis cunti- 
nucs among the jews as well as the Perfians; and 
a multitude of pilgrims arrive annually ac Bagdad, 
and remain there. iowever, they are mortally 
hated: and the Rafedis, which make a particular 
feé&t among the Muflulmen, and are very powerful 
at Bagdad, will hold no correfpondence with them. 


At Bagdad. 


They are faid to live more peaceably in Armenia; 
though their own writers tell us, that the Armenian 
inhabitants of Mcilea, having accufed them of killing 
a Chrittian, becaufe he was feen to go into a Jewith 
houle, and not come out of it again, an informa- 
tion was immediately lodgcd againit them, and the 
murder being confefled by the accufed, they cruci- 
fied lome, and burntothers, noteven fparing Abiob, 
acelebrated phyfician, whom they caft into the flames. 
Three days after thele executions the Chriftian ap- 
peared, the accufation was tound to have been laid 
out of hatred to them, and the confeffion to have 
been wrefted by torture. Complaint being made of 
it to Solyman IJ. the Armenian magiftrates were for- 
bidden from thenceforth to take cognizance of fuch 
criminal cafes, and ordered to bring them before 
the fultans. This ftory, if true, which is taken 
from an anonymous writer who lived in Egype, and 
is entitled, “ The Sufferings of the Jews,” fhews 
plainly, that if they live quietly among the Armeni- 
ans, itis rather owing to the protection of the Porte, 
than to any conformity between them.., 


We alfo find fome of them in Media, where they 
were carried at the time of the captivity, and where 
they have ftill continued, though declining very 
much. Chafbin is a great city in Media, which 
fome geographers think to be the fame with that 
which ‘Fobit calls Rages of Media. It is alio a 
place very much enriched by its advantageous fitu- 
ation. Thahamafb mace it his capital, and com- 
monly fpent the winter in it; and fo did his fuccef- 
fors, ull Abbas I. removed his court to [fpahan. 
It ferves to unite the trade of Hyrcania, Iberia, and 
Media, with the other provinces of the kingdom. 
Lhe Jews were carried thither in Scnnacherib’s 
time ; and there lived Gabael, to whom Tobit en- 
crafted ten talents. 

They 
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’Théy ate not fuffered at Scamachia, feated upon 
the Cafpian Sea, a place of great trade; but the 
‘artars, who bring thither girls and boys, and 
horfes, to be fold, tolerate them out of neceflity, 
and mingle with them for the fake of commerce. 
We find ome of them as far as at the foot of mount 
Caucafus, which the Arabians thought encompafied 
the whole earth, fo that the fun rofe upon one of its 
points, and fet behind the other. It is related, that 
the prince of Mingretia pretends to be defcended 
from David. The king of Imaretta afferts the fame 
thing. The ancient kings of Georgia believed it 
likewife; and the cham of Georgia puts it among 
his titles, that he iffued from this great king by 
Solomon, his fon. But thefe pretenfions indeed are 
fupported by no folid proofs. It is true that there 
is a fynagogue at Afcalzike, a little city fituated at 
the foot of mount Caucafus, which the Georgians 
had built to defend themfelves againft the invalions 
of the enemy, and which the Turks have taken 
from them. 


This is the ftate of the Jews in all this part of 
the eaft,; by which it appears, that the tribes, which 
were difperfed there, {till remain in Perfia, Arme- 
nia, and Media, where they have their fynagogues, 
and are {till numerous, fince they are in all the trading 
cities from Baffora and the Indies to Mingrelia. 
But the tribes are too much confounded to be any 
jonger diftinguifhed: they are ignorant, poor, 
milerable, and reduced to the vilelt offices to get 
their bread. In fine, they have fo little correfpon- 
dence with their weftern brethren, as hardly to 
i About this time fhone 
the famous impoftor, named Zabathai Tzevi, who, 
after practifing a variety of the moft diftinguifhec 
artifices, in order to delude the public, was at 
length deteéted in his iniquitous defigns, and re- 
ceived that punifhment he juftly merited. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Sapheta peopled with Fews. An academy there. Learn- 
ed men. Mofes Cordoverus. Dominic of Ferufelem. 
Mofes of Trani, and Fofeph de Karo. Mofes Alfcheb. 
Saniuel Ozida. A printing-prefs fet up at Sapbeta. 
Few Fews at Ferufalen. 


if might naturally be expected that Judea fhould 
have a greater number of Jews than either Syria 
or Egypt; but as all its noble ftreams of milk and 
honey have been long fince dried up, their love for 
it hath cooled in proportion. Indeed, it is fre- 
quently vifited by their devotees, who go thither in 
pilgrimages, as well as the Chriftians; bur few of 
either fort care to fettle in it, fince they find it fo 
difficult even to get a tolerable fubfiftence in that 
quarter. 


Saphceta, or, as the Jews commonly call it, Saplet, 
or rather ‘I'zephtheth, in Galilee, is the moft popu- 
lous and noted city that the Jews have in this pro- 
vince. They enjoy many privileges there. This 
city, fituate nine miles from Bethfaida, upon a 
mountain with three tops, 1s of moft dificult accels 
and therefore it is fheltered from the incurfions of 
the Arabians, who plunder and lay wate the cities 
where they can enter. It is allo certain they are 
more numerous and kindly treated at Sapheta, than 
in all the reft of the Ottoman empire. It has an 
academy in it, which is grown very famous: and 
though for many years the oriental Jews have much 
neglected ftudy and fciences, yet they itill keep up 
profeflors and doétors here, that are men of repute. 
Hitcher they fend their children to ttudy, as believing 
the Hebrew tongue is here taught in its purity; as 
if that language was annexed to the Holy Land, 
and that the do€tors who teach it, and are often 
ttrangers, fpoke it better than other rabbies. But 
it isthe common prejudice; and the academy of Sa- 
phcra has been, for fome ages, what that of Viberias 
was before, to which it has lucceeded. 


In this academy taught the moft famous cafuift 
that has appeared fince Simon Jochaides. Fle was. 
born at Corduba, which gave him the name of 


Mofes Cordoverus; but quitting Spain, towards 


the end of the thirteenth century, he was one of Moti tg, 
the pillars, and, perhaps, one of the firft founders, as 


of this academy. 


Dominic of Jerufalem taught in the fameacadem 
for fome time. He became doétor after he 
finifhed his courfe of ftudies, and read le€tures upon 
the Talmud. His profeffion of phyfic, he praétifed 
at the fame time, made him better known than the 
titles of Rau and judge that were givenhim. The 
fulran invited him to Conftantinople, to be his phy. 
fician. He lived to the beginning of the laft cen. 
tury, and turned Chriftian; tranflated the New 
Teitament into Hebrew; and, at the fame time, 
antwered fome objections of the rabbies againg Sr, 
Stephen’s martyrdom. | 


Few have done more honour to this academy than steqy 


Mofes of Trani, and Jofeph de Karo, who had the 7 
conduct of it about the middle of the fixteenth | 
century. x 
and taught with fo much fuccefs ac Sapheta, that 
the Jews called him the ** Light of Hrael, the Si- 
naite of Sinai, the Doctor that plucks up Moun- 
tains,” becaufe he refolves the difficulties that are 
raifed upon the law. The title of his book mani- 
tefts, that it is an abftract of the Jewifh civil law; 
in which he goes to the fountain head of the laws, 
and difltinguifhes betwixt thofe thar proceeded from 
Mofes, and others that had been handed down by 
oral tradition; and a third fort, which are founded 
only upon the decifions of the rabbies. 


Jofeph de Karo was a Spaniard, and went into 
Galilee, where he died in 1575. Hie alfo explained 
the law of the nation with fo much applaufe, that he 
was called the Prodigy of the Univerfe. 


This academy has not always been governed by Met 
had doétors of its own growth, 


ftrangers, but 
Motes Alfcheb was born in this city, and diftin- 
guifhed himfelf in the feventeenth century, not only 
by the eloquence of his fermons, but the commen- 
taries he compoled upon a part of the law. All 
the titles of his works are metaphorical ; one is 
called the Eye of Mofes; another, the Rofe of Sha- 
ron; the third, the Lily of the Vallies. He is much 
praifed for attempting, in his explication of {crip- 
ture, to produce fomething new ; and, being more 
devoted to the old interpreters than the modern, has 
exactly related their fentiments, even when they tfa- 
voured the Chriftians. 


Samuel Ozida was another teacher at Sapheta, the same? 
He explained Jeremy’s Lamen- 74* 


place of his birth. C 7 
tations, and intitled his commentary, the Bread of 
Tears. 


Mofes de Nagiara was alfo a Galilean, though 
fome make hima Portuguefe, becaufe of the family 
of Noghera, which was, and {till is, in this country. 
He taught at Sapheta, and has lete a commentary 
upon the Pentateuch, which the Jews greatly efteem. 


The Jews had a preis there, in which they printed a 
the Ritual, which Mofes Gallant, head of this aca- P'suts 


demy, compoted in 1560. 


Judas Jona, who, after his converfion, became 
the learned Bartolocci’s matter, and put him upon 
the defign of his rabbinical library, was born at Sa- 
pheta, and took the degree of doétor, or rabbi, in 
this academy. He was defcended of a Spanifh 
family, which, atter Verdinand’s expulfion, retired 
into Tutcany. Pius V. having expelled it from 
thence, it pafled into the eaft, where Judas Jona 
was born. Having gone through his courle of 
itucies, he came into the weft, and determined at 
Amiterdam the validity of a will, on which de- 
pended fome points of importance. The fentence 
which he gave was approved by eighty-feven rab- 
bies of Germany and Theffalonica. ‘he Jews of 
Mamburg made him afterwards their judge, and 
afigned him a jalary; but he went from thence to 
Poland, where he turned Chriftian. He afterwards 
fettled at Rome, and taught Bartolocci Hebrew ; 
who vindicated him from the errors imputed to 
him. We had fo ftrong a memory, that, if the 
Talmud had been loft, ‘he could have reitored OF 
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OF all the cities of Judea, there is none where 
the Jews have fubfifted longer, and {ill continue 
with greater luftre and fecurity, than at Sapherta. 
They ere more numerous here than at Jerusalem, 
where thev reckon but about an hundred families, 
who have their chief habitations upon mount Sion. 
Some of then have employs in the cultom-houle, 
and others are fecretaries to the governor; bur the 
Sreatelt part is made up of mendicants, who live 
upon alins. They fend in queit of them even to 
the weit, where wealth and learning, are retired. It 
was upon chis errand thac Jacob “Pomerita took 
# journey to Frankfort and Holkand in the year 
1084. His father had recired from Portugal to a lire 
town in the Holy Land, bordering on Sapheta, 
called Tomer. His brethren deputed him to feck 
fomething for their fubfiftence; and, at his return, 
he undertook to carry Mr. Ludolf’s letters co the 
Samarians ot Gerizim, by whom he was known. 
Four years aftér appeared another deputy from the 
Jews of Jerulalem, who came begeing for them, 
which fufliciently proves their poverty. 

When Selim took Jerufilem, ac the beginning of 
the fixteenth century, there was a famous rabbi, 
who compofed a bock, intitled, the L-ye of Hrael. 
‘Vhis work is a coliection of theexplications of the 
law contained in the Talmud. Many dottors had 
compiled before what related to the quettions con- 
cerning righe and rites, but rabbi Jacob collected 
the explications of the law that were difperfed in this 
ereat book. Je could not finith his defign ; but 
Levi, his fon, who was at lealt as learned as che fa- 
ther, put the lal hand to it. 


Tt was this work that occafioned the commotion 
of the Sapheta profeffors. As they were contempla- 
tive dogtors, they mightily detpiled chele doctrines. 
Vhey found, in the work of Jacob and Levi, doc- 
tors at Jerufalem, things that difpleafed them. The 
ditpute was violent, and the divifion great, as long 
as Levi lived; but the jealouly of the Sapheta pro- 
feflors died with him. “Sis memory was honoured; 
and his work, which faved the reading of many large 
volumes, was veccised with wonderful applaule. 
Leo de Modena endeavoured, in the laft century, to 
perfect it, by adding the opinions of many doctors 
that were wanting. Fle gave an index of the paf- 
fages, that they might be the eafier found. Ede in- 
titled his acklitions, the Lloufé of Juda; and the 
table, or index, the Houfe of the Bread of Juda. 


CHIAP. XIX, 

Yeos in Ethicpia, They obtezi the title of “ The Peo- 
ple of the Book.” Their igh fituarion. Fidelity ta 
hing Claude. Live independent of him. Great deli- 
verance in Heypt. Rich and powerful there, and in 
other parts of Africa. Betray Oran to the Spa- 
niards. Banifoed from it. Synayogues rebuilt. 


ey TIHOPTA is oneof the places where the Jews 
Hy have been leat dithurbed. ‘Phey agree more 
cafily with the Chriftians of this country, becaute 
thele lacter conform to many of their rites. “J hey 
cat no {wines Meth, and rigoroufly observe the fab- 
bath. léven their kings fancy themfélves defcend- 
ants from the ancient Jews, and have a lion in 
Uscir eleuteheons, holding acrols, wich thele words, 
“The Lion of Judah hath prevailed.?? In the let- 
ters king David wroce to Clemence VII. he rool 
thele titles; ** 1 David, beloved of God, the Pillar 
of Paich, fprung trom the tribe of Judah, the Sen 
of David, the Son of Solumon, the Son of the 
Pillar of Sion, and of the Seed of Jacal.? A mo- 
dem ceaveller, Who was well acquainted with the 
genius and (lile of thele remote nations, fays, that 
thele were not the common ticles of the kings of 1!- 
thiopia, bur chat they twellec then upon that ocea- 
fion, to pive pBreater lufire co their einbatly to the 
hope, ‘Phe conjecture is probable, neverthelels, it 
is certain, that the kings of Jéthiopia believe them- 
lelves the pollerity of the Jews, which mull render 
thea poe favourable co this nation, On the other 
No. sd. 
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hand, the Jews in this country have not received 
the Valmud, ner all char heap of traditions which 
cloud their religion in other places. 


When the Saracens made themfelves matters of 


Fthiopia, the Jews, fearing their perlecution, retired 
and took fanétuary in AbyMinia. “Phey were created 
with more humanity than the natives ofthe country, 
fince an Arabian author aflerts, that a general miat- 
facre of the inhabitants being refolved upon, they 
begged, asa bounty of the king, that they might be 
treated Iike the People of the Scripture. ‘I heie 
fcripture people, in the Arabian ftile, are Jews. 
Vhis name is given them in the Alcoran; tor Ma- 
homet, fpeaking of them, calls them the People of 
the Book, becaufe of the book of the huw and the 
prophets. The Ethiopians therefore defired the 
fame fate as the Jews; and the king of the Arabians 
granted their requeit, on condicion that they fhould 
Bive themlelves a mark on the face, by which they 
might be known and diftinguifhed. 


Ic is not eafy co determine how carly the Jews 
were fettled in Mehiopia; bucif we may credit a mo- 
dern traveller, who'has been in thole parts, there 
were not any to be found, except upon an high and 
{pacious mountain, inacecflible on all fides bucone, 
and that very rocky, difficuls, and dangerous. Here 
it was that our author tells us they were feated, the 
top of it having a moft delicious plain, of vatt ex. 
tent, full of {mall brooks, fine truits, and excellent 
pailurage, where they live in plenty of all things, 
without ever coming down, or having any commu. 
nication with the inhabitants of Abyffinia, Ldere ic 
was that Claude, the fon of David, being driven by 
his brother Goranha, king of Adel, took refuge, 
and was received by the Jews with open arms, 
and defended by them with fuch bravery and faith- 
fulnefs again{t the forces of the latter, that they 
obliged them to retire; for which brave action they 
enjoyed his protection and friendship, after he had 
afcended the throne, during his whole reign. 


_ Oviedo, whom Julius IL. had made patriarch of 
Ethiopia, with hopes to re-unite chis kingdom to his 
fee, and was fent into this country to no purpote, 
days, that the Jews poffeffed great inaccefible moun- 

ains; that they had dilpofefhed the Chriltians of 
many lands which they were mattersof; and thatthe 
kings of Léthicpia could not fubdue them, becaule 
they had but dial forces, and it was very difficule 
to penctrate into the faftnefes of their rocks. 


They fill preferved that independency ac the be- 
Pinning of the latk century, which fometimes ren- 
dered them Jormidable to the kings of the Aby!- 
finians. For, indeed, they peflefled at that time near 
three provinces: but Sulneus, who then rei: ed, 
and was a bold prince, having defeaed fome ido- 
latrous nations, called Gallas, among whom he 
had been educated, carricd rhe war even into the 
rocks of the Jews with fo much vigour as to drive 
them out. “Hhey were obliged co abandon the pro- 
vinces they ‘had poffaNed, and to difperfe thenvelves 
over the kingdom. Some tetired towards the fprings 
of the Nile, near che Cafrees, where they (til fublitt. 
Others remain in the province of Denobe, where 
they apply themlelves to the woollen and tron manu- 
factures, which beingodious tothe A byfinians, they 
leave itro the Jews, who undertake to furnifh then 
with all warlike inftruments, ‘Mhey have there their 
fynagorucs, and public worfhip, in which they ule 
the Talmudic Iebrew, though they have not re- 
ceived that collection of traditions. “Iuaflly, great 
numbers follow the court of the king of the Abyt- 
finians An Arabian, who had travelled in. thac 
country at che end of the latl century, affured Mr, 
fuudolf, that fixey thoufand of them were at court. 
They correlpond with the Chriftians, and live very 
familiarly with them in chat country. 





Keype, bordering upon lMthiopia, hasferved chem 
foratanéluary. ‘hey were very near the brink of 
deflruction inthe year 1424, but Providence deli. 
vered them by an unex pected revolution, Achined 
to whom Solyman JL. had entrufled the government 
of epypr, revolted againgthim, and refelyed, atthe 
fiatne time, to make hindel( mafler of his new tub- 
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jects eftates. The foldiers had. already beguh to 
plunder the Jews houfes, as being periuaded they 
might do all things fafely at the beginning of the 
rebellion. Achmed, refolving to enrich himéelf, 
taxed this nation two hundred talents. They repre- 
fented their inability, and only brought fifteen ta- 
lents to the treafury. Achmed, enraged at this re- 
fufal, ordered all to be committed prifoners that 
had not paid the tax. The very moment that Sa- 
dus, one of his officers, was executing his orders, 
news came of a confpiracy againi{t Achmed, who 
having been furprized in the bath by a plot, was 
obliged to fly with nine men withhim,; that he was 
puriued by an army of Circaffians ; and that it was 
impoffible for him to efcape his enemies. [He was 
actually taken, and peace and tranquillity were re- 
ftored to the city of Cairo. The Jews being deli- 
vered, made a Great entertainment, and called the 
feaft they celebrated in memory of this event, 
Neflim; becaufe this word fignifies a miracle, 
and the ftake to which Achmed’s head was af- 


fixed. 


Mofes Alefcar, or the Red, appeared a little after. 

From his name it is thought that he was of the fa- 
mily of the Rubcis, that was famous in this na- 
tion. Eledeclared for Mofes the Egyptian, or Ha- 
ramban, that Is, Maimonides, and confuted thole 
who had written again{t that learned rabbi. 

The liberty which they have enjoycd in Egypt 
rendered them confiderable. Their mechanics were 
difperfed over the country, and in all the cities: but 
their richeft and moft creditable dwelt at Cairo. In 
fine, they pretended to be more numerous in this 
‘country than when Mofes led them out of it: but 

this number is of late leffened ; for travellers affirm, 
that they have no fettlement except at Cairo, and 
the maritime cities of Egypt; and that they are fo 
far from being in other places, that if their bufinefs 


obliges them fometimes to go thither, they areforced 
to diguife and conceal thenifelves, becaule the coun- 


try people abufe as foon as ever they difcover them. 


There are fomein other parts of Africa. It was a 
ise of this country that enabled Muley Archey, 
king of Tafilet, to make war again{t the prince of 

uiveane, to whom he fied: for fanctuary. © For 
going to the caftle of Dar Michal, upon pretence 
of viliting the governor, he feized the citadel, and 
began to maniteft his revolt: but he muft have 
miicarried, had he not found a Jew immenfely rich, 
whom he 
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ripped of all his treafures, by. means 
whereof he afflembled the inhabitants of the pro- 
vince, was elected king, and difpoffefled his brother, 
then king of Fez and Morocco, He acknowledged 
the fervice the Jew had done him, by granting the 
nation the fame liberty it had enjoyed, and making 
Jofhua Ben Amoffech prince of it. Muley Ifh- 
mael, brother to the king of Tafilet, and his juc- 
ceffor, had ftill greater obligations to them; for, in 
recompence for Don Jofeph de Toledo’s fervices 
during his difgrace at Miquenez, he not only made 
him one of the firft officers of his houfhold, but 
fent him to the courts of feveral princes to nego- 
ciate with them: and it was he who concluded the 
peace with the United Provinces in the year 1684. 
This prince continued the offices to the fon, who 
enjoyed the fame honours as his father. 


They had likewife beena longtime fettledatOran, 
and were entrufted with fome of the moft important 
offices inthatcity; yet fuch was their fidelity to the 
Spaniards, notwith{tanding the treatment they had 
received, that they_were the very people who be- 
trayed itto them; if it was not rather their avarice, 
and the great fums with which Cardinal Ximines 
bought their perfidy. However that be, they have 
continued very faithful tothemeverfince. When the 
town was in great danger, from their neighbours, of 
being retaken, the Jews refolved to lofe their lives 
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in its defence; and when the garrifon threatened to’ 


revolt, at another time, for want of pay ano ner 
fions, they fuppreffed it by a timely supply of both. 
All thete fervices, however, did not prevent their 
being banifhed from the place in the year 1669; but 
on what account it is not eafy ro determine. 


Ranihed 
trom ake 


CONTINUATION of tue HISTORY or tur JEWS. 


‘Boor I 


They had likewife been very numerous and flou- 
rifhing in the province of Suz, which formerly de. 
-pended on the kingdom of Morocco, but has fince 
been difmembered from it. They had, in the capital 
of that principality, a very rich and jumptuous fy. 
nagogue, ferved by feveral priefts and officers. They 
had their judges and interpreters of the law, that 
were maintained at the charge of the people, wholive 
by traffic and labour. ‘There are great numbers of 
them in the mountains of Morocco, who are em- 
ployed in the iron manufacture, building, and other 
laborious employments, to which the inhabitants are 
averfe: butthisemployment does not hinder others 
from trying their fortunes at court, and raifing them. 
felves to eminent pofts. Oneof that nation, named 
Pacheco, was fent ambaflador to the United Pro- 
vinces at the beginning of the laft century. Some 
time after their fynagogues having been demolifhed 
in the kingdom of Fez, Muley Mahomet not ohly 
caufed them ro be rebuilt as foon as he came to the 
throne, but made one of that nation his high trea. 
furer and prime minifter. 
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CHAP. XxX. 


State of the Fews in Turkey and Conftantinople. Trade 
end privileges. Bajazet poifoned.. Cyprus taken by 
Selim 11. who greatly favours the Fews. A prefs at 
Conftantinople for Hebrew books. The Fews expelled 
out of Salome. Numerous in the cities of Greece. 
Flourifh in Theffalonica. Subfift at Gallipoli. Po- 
tent at Proufia. State at Rhodes and Sinyrua. 


ee Jews have, for many ages, preferved their , 14 
_ liberty and great privileges in the territories of ine 
the grand feignior, not excepting Conftantinople it- Tutqa, 
{elf.” They inhabit a confiderable fuburb, which Gs 
was called Jewry inthecrufading days, becaufe they " 
had been fettled there a longtime. The ambafia- 
dors of foreign princes refide amongft them. They 
have at prefent thirty fynagogues; and an hundred 

and five thoufand families in this city and the neigh- 
bouring villages. They-are allowed the privilege 

of felling wine ; which is the more confiderable, as Triex 
theirs has the preference to that of the Chriftians pil. 
becaufle the law of Mofes, condemning mixtures, it 

is imagined that the Jews dare not adulterate it, and 

that they fell their wine in its purity. 


They are here, as every where elfe, much addicted 
to trading and ufury. Nevertheleis, it often hap- 
pens that poverty makes them turn Muffulmen, It 
has been: faid that they are required to efpoufe 
Chriftianity firft, as a preliminary to Mahometifm; 
but this is without foundation. They are not cir- 
cumcifed, becaufe they already wear that mark of 
the covenant; nor are they baptized to’: make‘them 
Chrittians. Havingenquired intothe motives of their 
change, they are made to pronounce thefe facred 
words, which it is not lawful, upon pain of being 
burnt, to utter without becoming Muffalmen : “La 
“ Tah Illalah Mehemet Refoul Allah: There is 
“ but one God, and Mahomet the prophet.” 


The Chriftians charge the Jews with the murder 
of Bajazet Il, They jay that Selim, his fon, appre- 5... 
henfive of being excluded the empire by his father’s pou 
preferenceof Achmed, rebelled againft him. Heloft 
the battle, but failed not, after his defeat, to gain 
the janifaries to his intereft ; fo that Bajazet was ob- 
liged to quit Conftantinople, and retire to Demo- 
ticha, the place of his birth: but he died by the 
way, becaule a Jewifh phyfician, fuborned by Selim, 
gave him poifon in the bath, and he expired. 
Another of this nation, called Michfez, is accufed 
of having put Selim JI. upon the conqueft: of the 
ifle of Cyprus, and occafioning the ruin of this fine 
kingdom. It is faid that this man, being enraged 
at the refufal of the Venetians to receive a great 
number of refugee-mariners, who were defirous to 
leave Portugal and Spain, or elfe at the punifament 
he had received for fome crimes, retired to Conftan- 
tinople. His riches obtained him admittance to 
court; and being refolved to take vengeance of ay 
0 
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old mafters, he extolled to Selim II. the beauty of 
the ifland, called, The Country of the Bleffed. 
He alfo cried_up the excellency of the wines, of 
which Selim I. was a great Jover, notwithftanding 
the law forbade their ule. He reprefented, chat che 
Venetians, who were malters of it, made incurfions 
into Syria, and difturbed the paffage of the caravans 
to Mecca. At length the unforrunate blowing up 
of the magazines of powder at Venice contributed 
to Selim’s determination. One day, in his cups, he 
promifed Michies, or Michiez, thecrown of Cyprus, 
as areward for putting this defign into his head. 
Nicolia, one of its principal cities, was taken. Fa- 
maguita fubmicted the next year y and the ifland was 
hereby reduced. Michies was not made king, as 
was promifed; but his nation had greater privileges 
granted chem tn the ifland [which they ftill prelerve) 
than the Chriftians. Selim. did more; for he fenta 
Jew, called Salamon Rophe, to Venice, when the 
Chruitians had won the battle of Lepanto, to nego- 
ciate with the republic, and conclude a peace. 


The Jews obtained, a fhort time after, the liberty 
of having a prefs at Conttantinople. It was a new 
fighe for the Mahomerans to tee books printed, and 
they were alarmed atic. The Mufti was afraid left 
the Alcoran fhould be printed; and left the love of 
the fciences, which would hereby grow eafier, fhould 
be propagated from the Jews to the Arabians. This 
wis a great advantage to the whole nation; for the 
copies of the law, which were grown very {carce in 
the ealt, were univerfally dHpericd; and people ap- 
plied more earneftly to the ttudy of the law, be- 
caufe the reading was more ealy, and they had 
greater afliltances to underitand it. 

This produced many learned men, and illuftrious 
heads of fynagogues. Solomon Japhe, who had left 
his native Germany, came thither foon after. He 
explained the “Valmud of Jerufalem, and rendered 
it more compleat, by adding fome neceffary illuf- 
trations, He publifhed two other works, which he 
call Fair in che Eyes; and, fair in the Look; 
alluding to his name, which fignifies Pair. “he one 
contained fermons; and the other theexplication of 
Middrufh Rabba upon the Pentateuch. 


Gedaliah, who pretended to be of the race of 
David, chofe alfo to leave his father, and his birth- 
place, Lifbon, to come and practife phy fic at Con- 
itantinople, Bac as moi of the Jewifh phyficians 
are alfo dostors, he taughce the rites and laws of his 
nation. [Ye was made head of the fynagozue, and 
laboured cto reconcile the Caraites and the Rab- 
binifts. He fays, that the Caraites defired him to 
inftruct, and bring them over to the fynagogue: 
but whether the Rabbinifls were too prejudiced, 
that they thought the affair too nice, or that the Ca- 
raites returned to their former opinions, the recon- 
ciliacion was not effected; and the latter only reaped 
the advantageenjoyed at Con{tantinople, of printing 
books; for they publifhed fome of their works, 
which neverthelefs are very fcarce. 

The laft we fhall mention is Mardochai: he was 


* fon of Eliezar, and took the title of Conitantinopo- 


litan, though he commonly refided at Adrianople. 
Te explained the grammar which Aben Ezra pub- 
lifhed, with the title of Jefod Mora, the Foun- 
dation of Fear. 

There are fome cities of Greece where the Jews 
have not the privilege to fettle themfelves; fuchis 
the city of Salome. The inhabitants, who are at 
prefent Turks and Greeks, hate the Jews fo much, 
thac they will not fuffer them in their territories. 
They have the fame ufage at Athens, where they 
fettled in St. Paul's time. Perhaps, as the number 
of Chriftians is there greater than that of Turks, 
who are more inclined to toleration, the Chriftians 
have obtained an order that excludes the Jews from 
this city. 

But if they are denied accefs in fome places, there 
are many others where they have itill confiderable 
eftablifhments. They have four fynagogues at Pa- 
tras, and their own judges here, which they chute 
trom among themfelves.. They havealfo their par- 
ticular burying-place upon a neighbouring moun- 





tain, which looks like a great city, becaule it confifts 
of teveral little ftone houfes, in which each family 
is buried ; and amayble ftone, on which the narte of 
the family the comb belongs to is engraved, ferves 
asa door. But as there are but few inhabitants in 
this city, the Jews, which are not above a fourth 
part, amount only to about a thoufand_ perfons. 
They are fetuled ac Lepanto, Livadia, Corinth, and 
other cities, where they live by commerce. But 
Greece is fu depopulated by the revolutions it has 
undergone, by the tribute it pays, and {till more by 
the oppreffions of the grand feignior’s officers, that 
their condition is become very miferable. 


They fare much better at Theffalonica, where 
we find them fettled ever fince the time of St. Paul, Ftouria: in 
and where they have had a confiderable academy hehe 
forfomecenturies, as well asa printing-houfe, which ™"* 
lait was fince taken from them. Were flourifhed 
feveral eminent rabbies; and hither the Jews fend 
their children from Conttantinople to be taught-the 


Hebrew tongue, 


They have continued and ftill fubfitt at Gallipoli, gunga as 
a city feated in the ‘Thrafian Cherfonefus, at ‘the Ganipoli. 
mouth of the Propontis; and at this day they make 
one fourth of its inhabitants, which confift of fix 
thoufand Jews, asmany Greeks, and twelve thou- 
fand Turks. They are more confiderable at Proufia, potent at 
built upon an hill of Myfia, near mount Olympus. Proutis. 
This city was the capital of the Octoman empire 
before the taking of Conftantinople ; and as they 
could not mailer it but by the deftruction of an 
hundred thoufand Chriitians, who vigoroufly re- 
fifted the Mahometans, they are not permitted tolive 
in it, but confined to the fuburbs, whilit chey num- 
ber twelve thoutand Jews within its walls. There 
has been found here an ancient medal, flruck in ho- 
nour of Marcus Aurelius, having on’‘the reverfe a 
man forcing himiclf upon his tword 5 and it is faid 
to be the figure of Ajax, who killed himlelf in this 
city. 

a. he Jews have alfo their habitations at Rhodes. ac Rhodes, 
Chey had formerly a dillrict affigned them near the 
wall, called, ** “he Wall and Quarter of the Jews :” 
and when Mahomet II. befieged the place, the 
Batha, who could not carry either St. Stephen's 
Mount, or St. Nicholas’s ‘ower, ereéted a battery 
of his heavieit cannon againit this wall. It was a 
Violent aflault, and the quarter was taken. Some 
nations were alreidy caballing to oblige the grand 
matter to furrender; but he fuftained the affaule, 
and repulted the cnemy, though he had received 
five wounds. The Turks raifed che fieges and, to 
preferve the memory of this event, the grand maf- 
ter, @Aubuffon, ereéted a church near the wall 
where he had beaten the Vurks. Some time after 
he refolved to expel all the Jews, not only from 
their quarter, butthe whole ifland, and from all the 
eftates of the order. The better to authorize his 
violence, he reprefented to the council, that the 
commerce between Jews and Chriftians was dan- 
gerous; that, according to the opinions of divines 
and canonitts, the Jews were all flaves of Chriftian 
princes; from whence he inferred, they had loft the 
natural power of fathers over their children, and 
that they might be baptized whether they would or 
not. The Jews were allowed to fel] their efleéts in 
forty days time; buc when that term was expired. 
they were obliged to depart. They were prohibited 
going and fetcling in the Levant, for fear they 
fhould. become {pies to the grand feignior; as if 
they fill preferved_ any authority over thofe they 
had banifhed. In fine, they detained al] the chil- 
dren, which they cauled to be baptized, and kept at 
the expence ot the church, left leaving the ifland, 
they fhould refume their old religion. 

Rhodes, however, having been taken by the 
Turks, the Jews fettled there again; and they are 
even treated more favourably than the Chriftians - 
tor the latter, who have their warchoules and fhops 
in the city, are not allowed to lodge in it; whereas 
the Jews are not obliged to quit their houles to feek 
beds in the neighbouring villages. But they reckon 
but two hundred of them to thirteen hundred 
Turks. 

They 
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They are more. numerous at Smyrna, where they 
reckon fix thoufand of their nation; and they have 
many lynagogues. In fine, there are few cities or 
sreat towns in the Ottoman empire but have fome 
Tews. They fuffer much by the avarice of the ful- 
tan’s officers; bur this misfortune is common to 
them with moft of the fubjects of this great and ex- 
tenfive empire. 


CHAP . XX! 


Fews perfecuted by pope Fohu XXII. Protected by 
pope Nicholas Ul. A new ftorm againft them. De- 
cree of the fenate of Venice in their favour. Protetted 
by pope Alexander VI. ‘Some Fews come to Naples, 
and are perfecuted. Powerful under Paul WI. The 
Talmud burnt by Fulius Vil. Learned men, and learn- 
ed works, at Rome. Two edifts of Paul IV. againft 
the Fews. Council of Milan’s afts againft them. 
Banifoed by pope Pius V. out of the ecclefiaftical 

" flates.. Grants of Sextus V. to R. Meir. Bull of 
Clement VIII. againft them. Fews at Venice. He- 
brew bible printed. R. David de Pomis. Few 


protected by the republic of Venice. Famous rabbics , 


there. Printing at Soncino. R. Gedaliab. R, Sa- 
muel at Modena. Rabbies at Padua. A diffenticn 
at Mantua. R. Fechiel of Pefaro. Leo of Modena, 
his works. R. Mardochai Korkos. facob Tzaphatm. 
Fudas Azael. “febofoueh Menahem. Synagogues at 
Rome frequented by Chriftians, but afterwards for- 
bidden to them. Innocent XI. favourable to the 
Jews. Means ufed to promote their converfion. 
Prove ineffeciual. Synagogues taxed. Numerous in 


ftaly. 
Jews perfe- mee Jewifh writers complain that they had 
ee a a terrible enemy in John XXIII. and affirm, 


CL. thatthis pope, who was fitter to make a general, and 
to head an army, than to be head of the church, was 
their violent perfecutor. He iffued many ediéts to 
force them to turn Chriftians: and not content to 
perfecute them in his own dominions, wrote to the 
queen of Spain, who was regent in the minority of 
John I. that this princefs, acting in conjunction 
with him, might make the greater number of pro- 
felytes ; and this fhe did with fuch feverity, that 
the forced fixteen_thoufand Jews to abandon their 
religion. Part of thofe that perfevered perifhed by 
the fire, and part by other punifhments to which 
they were jentenced; while others, that fled, fell 
into the pealants hands, who murdered them. A 
very {mall number of them ranfomed their liberty 
and lives by money. Not long after, they had the 
pleafure of hearing that their perfecutor was re- 
duced to a more deiperate ftate than thernfelves. 


Prote&caby _ Nicholas IT. confoled the Jews of his territories 

pope Nicho- for the afflictions they had undergone, and granted 

tM. them his protection. He fupprefied the inquifitors, 
who continued to torment them unreafonably. He 
wrote likewife in his turn to Spain, to prevent, by 
his remonftrances, the forcing of their contciences; 
and maintained the voluntary converts in the privi- 
lege of entering into offices, which the inhabi- 
a of Toledo had taken from them by a folemn 
edict. 


Anewtorm hey had not enjoyed the fruits of that pontifi’s 

agunitthem patronage many years, before a new {torm arofe from 
another quarter. Sexcus 1V. had been_ prevailed 
upon to canonize the little Simon, fuppofed to have 
been murdered by the Jews in the city of Trent, in 
a moft cruel manner. They ftill thew inthat city a 
knife, a pair of pincers, and four large needles, 
with which they had let out his blood; and two 
dilver tumblers, out_of which they had drank ‘it. 
‘The whole tragical {tory is painted at full length in 
a corner of one of the churches dedicated to the 
little Saint. 


This canonization drew great calamities upon the 
Jews, not only in the bifhopric of Trent, where 
2 
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they pretended the crime was committed} but alfo 
in all the territories of the republic of Venice 
The preachers inflamed the people, who, wroughton 
by the notion ofa falfe miracle, plundered and mur. 
dered all the Jews they met with. So great was the 
diforder, that the doge and fenate were obliged to 
fupprels it, and order the magiftrates of Fadua to 
treat the Jews like their other fubjeéts, and prevent 
their being abufed; becaufe the report fpread at 
Trent to them appeared a falfhood, contrived by 
art, for a certain end the fenate would not examine 
into. They were all banifhed out of the city of 
Trent, where the magiftrates were lefs equitable, inna. 
But fome time after they obtained the liberty of = - 
tarrying three days, becaufe they carried on acon. 
fiderable commerce. We are told that, fome time 
after, the three days liberty were reduced to three 
hours, as a punifhment for their obttinate defence 
of Buda againft the Chriftians, in the laft war with 
the Turks. 


Alexander VI. inftead of perfecuting, received 
thern with: abundant cordiality. -Being expelled 
Spain by Ferdinand the Catholic, and becoming fu- 
Gitives, all thofe that came to Rome were ill-treated 
by their cruel brethren, who would have fuffered 
het to die with hunger, if he had not fuccoured 
them. 


In effeé that pontiff, though a Spaniard by birth, 
and head of the church, underftanding that the Po! 
Jews, who had long been fettled at Rome, left the a 
exiles in mifery, withoucattempting totuccourthem, 
threatened to expel them, unlefs, they altered their 
conduct, and gave their miferable brethren oppor- 
tunities of fettling in the ecclefiaftical ftate. He 
thought it expedient to profit by Ferdinand’s error, 
and to enlarge his revenues at the coft of others. 
There have been many who would not perfecute the 
Jews, nor yet fuffer their numbers‘ to multiply in 
their itates, by the conjunétion of ftrangers. But 
the pope atrended noc to the reafons dictated by his 
religion, but would have the new comers have the 
fame privileges at Rome with the old inhabitants. 





Among thofe whom that pontiff’s kindnefs had 
invited to Rome, was the learned R. Jochanan, a 
German, who came from Conftantinople, and was 
taken into the fervice of Picus, count of Mirandola, 
as his preceptor. This prince, for many years, had 
been fond of the writings of the rabbies, and even 
of the cafuifts. He is reported to have faid, that 
thofe who read the Hebrew books drew at the Foun- 
tain-Head,; that the rivulets had flowed from thence 
to the Grecks; and that nothing but marthes an 
itagnate water were found arnong the Latins. He 
maintained that Efdras had cauied certain cafuil- 
tical books to be written, which he had purchated 
ata great price; and that Sextus IV. had ordered 
them to be tranflated into Latin. 


Another part of the Spanifh and Portugal re- 
fugees thought to find a retreat at Naples; but the .. 
inguifitors purfued them there with fuch rancour, 
and exercifed fuch terrible oppreffions under this 
pretence, that the people rebelled; The viceroy re- ,, 
folved to expel the Jews, that he mighr at once get 
rid of the inquifitors. Te alledged, that the,con- 
tagion having ceafed, and the faith of the old inha- 
bitants being pure and well known, there was no 
need of thefe cruel phyGcians, who made wounds, 
and Jaid them open, inftead of clofing them. His 
conduct was authorized afterwards by Charles V. 
who would not tolerate the Jews in his kingdom, 
nor in Sicily. The truth is, this prince hated them; 
and the impoftures he had difcovered feem cojuftily 
him in ic. 


This averfion, however, did not difcourage one 
Ricci, a converted Jew, trom dedicating to that 
monarch his celebrated treatife on what he {tiled Ce- 
leftial Agriculture. He was a phytician in_Ger- 
many, and produced fifty theorems and expofitions 
of fome points in theology; but it will be apparent 
to thofe who read them, that they deferve not thole 
encomiums which fome learned men have made oa 
them; on the contrary, that they are far beneath the 
dignity of a found and reafoning diviner. - The 
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’ fynagogues.there, as they have at this day ; 


The Jews were become fo powerful under the 
pontificate: of Paul III. as to provoke the rage of 
cardinal Sadolet. He was bilhop of Carpentras, in 
the diocefe of Avignon, where the Jews had ever 
been colerated, fince Joan, queen of Sicily, mhkdea 
preient of this city to the pope. They, had their 
" II though 
the city, is in the midit of France, from whence they 
were banifhed... The prelate, not able to bear it, 
wrote to, cardinal Farnele, reprefenting, thac the 
pope had never been fuch a benefactor to the Chrif- 
tians as, he was to the Jews: thac’he had granted 
them‘titles, new privileges and honours, which ren- 
dered them haughty and _infolent; infomuch that 
the Chriltians were but like fheep in the midft of 
wolvus': that they were driven from their houfes, 


ahd even commonly from the cities where chey: 


ought to live at reft: that it was unaccountable, 
how 2 pope could fo rigoroufly perfecute the Luthe- 
rans, and grant, at the fame time, fo partial a pro- 
tection,'and fuch fingular favours, co the Jews, who 
jeemed more worthy of his indignation. He obter- 
ved, that the crue method_for a man to make his 
court, and to rife to ecclefiaftical dignities, was to 
countenance this nation. He laid open the real 
fource of this protection, and pointed out that this 
favour proceeded from the pope’s treafurers, and 
the intendants of his finances, to whom the Jews 
were neceflary men. However, fome regard was 
paid to the cardinal’s remon{trances ; and, In this 
ene, chey did what is commonly done at Rome, 
when any abute is difcovered that tends to pecuni- 
ary purpoles, they palliate it, and retrench its too 
maniteft and glaring enormity. * 


Some time after Julius II]. being perfuaded the 
allegorical interpretations of the Gemara were dan- 
gerous, cauled the Talmud to be burnt; fo tharall 
the books of the Gemara, which were in Italy, ac- 
cording to the Jewifh writers, were deltroyed. 


It was in this pontificate that. fofeph Tzarphati, 
a famous rabbi, who had taught a long time at 
Rome, embraced Chriftianity. Ife was born in 
France, bu retired into Italy, where he explained. 
the Talmud in the fynagogue and the academy of 
Rome; and, to do more honour to pope Julius, 
took the name of Monte. ; 


There were, moreover, at'this time, other famous 
Jews at Rome. Elias, the Levite, was born at Pa- 
dua; but having loft all, when this city was taken, 
he was received by fome cardinals, whom he taught 
Hebrew. Being an unfortunate man, he once more 
fuffered, when the conftable de Bourbon plundered 
Rome. He retired to Venice, and from thence to 
Germany; but being unaccultomed to the cold air 
of thatcountry, be returned to lraly, where he died 
ateighry years of age. He was fulpected to have 
great inclination for Chriftianity, and this fufpicion 
was a ground fufficient for his nation to hate him; 
but he did not abjure the faich of his anceftors, 
though fome have believed and affirmed ic. 


There was a woman at Rome, called Deborah, 
who then began to diftinguifh herfelf by her poems 
and other works. She died in the beginning of the 
feventeenth century. 


_ Paul IV. declared himfelf an enemy to this na- 
tion, and the firft year of his pontificate iffued two 
bulls, of which the Jewifh writers vehemently com- 
plain. By the frft he ordered each fynagogue in 
his territories to pay ten ducats annually for the in- 
itruétion of the catechumens who fhould abjure 
Judaifm; and by the fecond, which was more rigo- 


rous, obliged the men to wear a yellow hat, and the . 


women a veil of the fame colour. He compelled 
them all to live in the farse quarter of the city, the 
fates whereof were to be fhutat night. They were 
deprived of all focieties, offices, or profeMons 
among the Chriftians, without excepting phyfic 
and merchandize; for their commerce was con- 
ined to fmall wares; and they were forbid having 
more than one fynagogue in each city. "They were 
commanded to fell all their lands within fix months, 
a circumitance which fo lowered the price of them, 
that they could not gecthe firth part of their value. 
No. 52. 
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The cardinal Charles de Boromes, bifhop of Mi- 
lan, not only enacted feveral canons againft them in 
the firft council he held in that metropolis, much of 
the fame kind with thofe of Paul IV. betore-men- 


617 


Council of 
Milan acts 
againtlthem 


tioned, but defired all the Chriftian princes to-do | 


the fame, and all this to promote, as much as pof- 
fible, chetr converfion. But that edict fhews, at the 
jame time, they were become fo numerous and pow- 
erful, that there was fome reafon to fear them, not 
only at Mijan, but in other places of Italy, unlefs 
they were confined to their own feparate quarters, 
and interdiéted, as much as poffible, from all kind 
of converte with the Chriltians. 


Pius V. was ftill feverer towards the Jews; and 
the Conftitucion he publifhed againft them was fuf- 
ficient to render them odious to all che world; for 
he accufed them of hating the Chriftians; of ruin- 
ing the ecclefiaftical ftace by the exorbitant uluries 
they drew from it; of fheltering robbers, and there- 
by promoting theft; together with a train of vari- 
ous other vices. hey were alfo charged with deal- 
ing in magic, and foretelling things to come ;_ and 
for thefe reafons were expelled all the cities of the 
ecclefiattical ftate, except Rome and Ancona. 


Sixtus V. acted more frankly towards them, and 
candidly owned that the advanrage he reaped from 
them was the chief motive of his tolerating them. 
A rabbi, called Meir, or Magin, of French origin, 
who refided at Venice, came to Rome, and being a 
man of addrels, was very agrecable to the pope. 
He dedicated a book to hing and wrote verfes in 
his commendation, which were tranflated into Ita- 
lian. He at length prefented:a petition to have the 
fole privilege of a filk manufacture, pretending to 
have an admirable fecret for multiplying the worms. 
The pope granted him feveral privileges, and_re-. 
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voked all the contrary declarations and bulls of his, 
predeceffors, though they had been made with an, 


oath and menace of excommunication. The hope 
of enriching himfclf, by laying a great duty upon 
every pound of filk, was the motive that induced 


' Sixtus -V. to diftinguith this Jew from all others, 


and give him a patent which ruined the refl. 


Clement VII. fhewed them bute little favour; 
for he renewed the bull of ‘Pius V. who baniflied 
them out of the ecclefiaftical ftate. Two things are 
obfervablein chis bull ; one, that he added che city of 
Avignon to thofe of Ancona and Rome, where they 


* ftill preferved their liberty of confcience; the other, 


thae this: pope founded the privilegé of tolerating 
them at Rome upon this reafon, that the Jews 
ought norto be removed far from Rome, that they 
might be always at hand to be converted, as it’ con- 
verfions were more frequent at Rome than other 
places. According to this principle he fhould have 
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given ey of conicience to all heretics at Rome,: 
e 


and have filled the city with them, that they might 
always be at-hand to be converted. i 


This nation had then other confiderable fettle- 
ments in the cities of Italy; but one of the moft 
noted was that of Venice. That republic received 
them into all its territories, and gave them very 
hofpitable entertainment. They alfo boaft to have 


Jews at Veo 
“nice. 


in part deferved this kindnefs-by their fidelity, and’ 


the great fervices they had rendered in the war with 
the Turks, and particularly at the fiege of Candia. 


Here it was thar Daniel Bombergue printed their. 


Hebrew bible the firftt time. This printer came 
from Antwerp to Venice, and chiefly dealt in He- 
brew books. To print them the more correét, he 
employed the moft learned Jews, whom he kept in 
pay, to the number of above an hundred. Felix 
BPratenfis had the care of an edition of the bible 
with the Chaldee paraphrafes, and the commenta- 
ries Of many rabbies, which he dedicated to pupe 
Leo X. But this edition is not the belt, becaufe 


_ he could not regularly difpofe the different readings 


of the Mafforeths. 


Bombergue was likewife defirous of printin 
good Hebrew grammar, and R. Worse de Bal 
mis was ordered to compile one accordingly ; but 
he dying before it was finifhed, it was afterwards 
complcated by R. Calonymas, a learned Jew then 
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at Venice. Befides thefe books, he printed a great 
number of other works of the Jewith rabbies, for 
which his memory is {till dear to the learned world, 
efpecially to the Jews. 


+. It was to Venice that David (the fon of Ifaac) de 
Pomis retired ; who, by way of acknowledgment, 
wrote a treatife to prove, that the laws of that re- 
public are of divine original. This learned rabbi 
afferted, that his family defcended from one of the 
heads of the captives whom Titus carried from Je- 
rufalem to Rome. He wasa prodigy of learning in 
his tendereft years.‘ His father livedat Spoleto; but 
the Germans having pillaged Rome, he was afraid 
of being ruined by the like fate, and therefore car- 
ried off all his effeéts, and went to feck a retreat 
fomewhere elfe. He fell into the misfortune he 
fought’ to avoid; for Colomna’s troops meeting the 
mules that carried his treafure, feized it, and redu-, 
ced him to extreme poverty. He fettled at Bevagna, 
where his fon, who was born in the year 1525, in- 
tently applied himfelf to ftudy. The manuicript of 
one of his anceftors, who lived in the beginning of 
the twelfth century, and who had.then compofed an 
Eebrew di€tionary, accidentally fell into his hands. 
He not only ftudied it, but refolved to make ano- 
ther larger, in which he inferted the terms that 
the rabbies often make ufe of, though they are not 
He inferred into his work all that was 
valuable from thofe of Rabbin Nathan, Elias the 
Levite, and Kimki’s roots. In it we find the He- 
brew words, and the foreign terms, with the Latin 
and Italian. ae 


The republic maintained its rights in the war 
with the Ufcoques. Thefe robbers often pillaged 
the merchants of this nation ; and the houfe of Au- 
ftria_ pretended to difpute with the Venetians their 
privilege to protect them, becaufe they were not 
Chriftians. But no regard was had to a pretenfion 
that deprived fovereigns of the right of defending 
their fubjeéts; and the Jew, Henriques, was chofen 
by the fenate to go into Dalmatia, to endeavour to 
accommodate this affair, which caufed an unhappy 
‘war. 


_R. Sichma, fince named Simon Luzati, at this 
time publifhed here his Socrates, ‘in which he 
fhews that the greateft geniufes are weak and wan- 
dering when they are suided by prejudice. He 
compofed another treatile concerning the ftate of 
the nation. , It was at Venice alfo that Samuel 
Nachmias lived, though he was of a Theffalonian 
family. Here he abjured judaifm, with David, his 
fon, and part of his family, which took the name 
Morofini. To fhew that his converfion was fincere, 
he publifhed an Italian creatile, intitled, Via della 
Fide, or the Way to the Faith, in which he ex- 
plains the ceremonies of his nation, and fhews the 
ufefulnefs of them ; proves that the fix hundred and 
thirteen precepts, which they diftinguifh in the law, 
are obferved by no body, and confutes all the Jewifh 
fuperflicions and fects. He died in the year 1687, at 
Rome, whither he retired. Mardochai Korkos, who 
taught in the year 1672, performed a tafk that_.was 
no lefs bold and odious to the doctors of his nation 5 
for he compofed a treatife againft the cabala; and 
their prejudices for that {cience are fo great, that all 
feem to ihake the foundations of their religion who 
attack it; and therefore the doétors have had the 
precaution not to print it. 


At the fame time that Bombergue had his prefs 
at Venice, fome Jews, from Spire, in Germany, were 
employed in the fame manner at Soncino, a {mall 
town in the duchy of Milan, near the river Oslio, 
where they began to print Hebrew books about the 
end of the fifteenth century. They quitted the name 
of their family, to take that of the city of Soncino. 
‘Their principal bufinets was to print Hebrew books; 
and as they were almoft the firlt chat did this fervice. 
to the nation, they grew Famous and confiderable. 
By this means they refcued from oblivion a great 
number of rabbinical writings, which would have 
been buried in the dutt, and were not eafily read. 
‘The doétors, that hereby found it much eafier to 
read the works of their predeceilors, gave Great en- 
comiums to the Soncini, which a long time conti- 








- have been fince printed by his fon. 


eight hundred perfons of, their nation, 
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nued in this poft, and from thence difperfed them. 
felves into other cities of Italy. There have been 
alfo very famous doétors of this name, and R. Afcer 
was of this family. 


There was alfo a fynagogue at Imola, where th 
famous Gedaliah was born, who was of Portuguele 
deicent. He boafted to be of the family of the 
Jachiia; and maintained that his family, proceeding 
in aright linefrom Jeffe, father of David, had main- 
tained itfelf in Portugal, where Athanaric, fon to 
the great Athanaric, firft of the name, had given 
three cities in fief to one of his grandfathers, and 
made him intendant of his houfhold, and his whole 
kingdom. ‘ . 


This rabbi had compofed 21 volumes; but the 
principal, and almoit only, one which was printed, 
is, the Chain of the Cabala, or Schialfchelet Hak- 
kabala. Hie wrote it at Imola, in the year 1549. 
And thougli the author ftole a great many things 
trom a work like his own, and is very frequently 
miftaken in chronology, yet he has been ferviceable 
to Bartolocci, in his rabbinical Bibliotheque, as he 
owns himfelf ; and it is one of the moft neceflary 
books to thofe that are fond of the chain of tradi- 
tion, and the perfonal fucceffion of the dottors. 


R.Gelay 


At Modena was another fynagogue, with R. Sa...) 
muel at the head of it, who, in the year 1550, pub- aves 
lifhed the Judgments of Solomon. We haye already : 
obferved what pompous titles thefe writers give 
their books. This isacourfe of canon law. Solo- 
mon is renowned fer the wifdom and equity of his 
judgments ; and the author fears not to give the 
fame idea of himfelf and his decifions, which are in 


reality much efteemed. 


There was an academy at Padua, which alfo rasise 
brought up a confiderable number of doétors. R. Pts 
Meir was its prefident. poet of Padua, who took 
the name of his native place, likewife raught there. 
Ifaac Phea publifbed there, at. the fame time, his 
Way of Faith, which acquired him great reputation. 


. They. had their great preacher Menachem Rabba, 


whoie jermons upon the four feafons of the year 
I He was living 
in the beginning of the laft century. The Jews 
were here admitted doftors of phyfic, and they 
might afterwards practile in the territories of the 
republic. They have moreover three fynagogues, 

i and a con- 
fiderable gretto. This is the name in Traly they 
give the ftreets and quarters of the Jews, in whic 
they are fhut up at night. . 


The fynagogueand academy of Mantua have been 
famous fora long time. Two rabbies, Mefer Leone 


_di Mantua and Kolon, who governed it at the en 


of the fifteenth century, were divided. Jealoufy Adifixts 
perhaps was the true caufe of their enmity; but 2 
they concealed this fhameful paffion under the cloak 

of religion, and difference of opinions about faith. 
Not only the Jews of Mantua divided, but the 
Chriftians engaged fo far in this divifion as to come 
to blows. Lewis Gonza, who was then Marquis 
of Mantua, tried in vain all ways to reconcile them; 
but at leneth he took the refolution which is always 
moft effectual, that is, to expel the leaders of the 
faction, and, by their exile, reftore tranquillity to 
fynagogue and acadeniy. 


Other doétors fucceeded the expelled; and Motes 
Vecchio, or Mofes the Old, made a great figurein 
the following century. Alphes, whom we have al- 
ready mentioned, had written a courfe of law fo 
conformable to the Talmud, that fometimes ones 
miftaken for the other. His commentators, inflea 
of cenfuring feveral things he. had inferted in his 
book, approved them, or endeavoured to foften 
them by a favourable interpretation. But Mofes 
the Old, fecting himfelf above Alphes and all. his 
commentators, publifhed at Mantua his corrections 
upon their works, which did him great honour. 


The Jews were fettled at Pefaro, a very ancient 
little city, mentioned by Catullus. It belongs at 


prefent to the church, and is firuate in the duchy 


of Urbino, upon the Adriatic Sea. Here was born 
R. Jechie 
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R. Jechiel, who, having for fome time heard the 
fermons of an inquifitor at Florence, went to Rome, 
to defire leave to abjure Judaifm. Pope Gregory 
XIII. was prefenc at the {peech he made before a 
numerous aflembly, and received him, as he def- 
cended_ from the chair, with the higheft marks of 
latisfaétion. The pope baptized him fome days at- 
ter. He became a preacher; and fome of his Italian 
jermons have been printed, which he preached at 
Florence. 


They have, generally fpeaking, upheld them- 
felves in moft cities of Italy, and? have had many 
learned rabbies during the foregoing century, the 
moft celebrated among whom were the following: 


R. Jehudah Arie, commonly known by the name 
of Leo de Modena, the place of his nativity, as 
that of Leo (Lion) anfwered to his F-lebrew name 
of Arie. He was a very learned man, and hath 
given the world a treatife on the ceremonies of the 
Jews, which is highly efteemed by the learned of 
all nations. His book, intitled, ‘* the Mouth of 
the Lion,” is another uleful work, wherein he hath 
judicioufly collected and explained all the words 
ufed by the rabbies, which are neither quite Hebrew 
or altogether Chaldee, and hath endeavoured to 
fix the pronunciation of them fo as to be wnderflood 
by Jews of all nations. He was for 2 confiderable 
time chief of the fynagogue, and reckoned a good 
poet both in Hebrew and Italian. He wrote leve- 
ral other treatifes; and formed the defign of tran- 
flating the Old Teftament into Italian, but was for~ 
bidden to proceed by the inquifitors; inftead of 
which, therefore, he wrote his Lexicon. He died 
at Venice in the year 1654, at the age of almoit So 
years, 

Here flourifhed, in the year 1674, Mardochai 
Korkos, who having a better judgment than mott 
doétors of his nation, inftead of giving into the 
tencts of the cabala, has endeavoured to make 
others diflike it. He even had the courage to 
write againft the famous Sephiroths, which fhews 
his good tafte for theology. 


Jacob Tzaphalon taught at Ferrara. He was 
born at Rome in, 1630, and had alfo taken his de- 
gree of doétor of phyfick in the univerfity of this 
city; but bent his ftudies to the Jaw, and became 
one of the principal do¢tors of the laft century. 
Being rendered uneafy in his native country, he 
forfook it, and retired to Ferrara, where he go- 
verned the fynagogue of that place. This fituation 
was the more convenient to him, becaufe he came 
near Venice, where he printed feveral books. He 
publifhed a collection of devout thoughts, to which 
he prefixed teveral prayers. He wrote other books. 
The title of one is taken from the prophet Micah, 
“ Thou wilt perform the Truth to Jacob.” The 
fecond is, ‘* The Light of the Preachers.” A third, 
which turns upon phyfick, is called, *‘ The Theatre 
ot Life;” in which he treats of fevers, poifons, 
fimples, and difeafes peculiar to each part of the 
human body. d 


Judas Azael was eminent alfo for his preaching in 
the laft century. His reputation was fo great, that 
the Chriftians went out of curiofity to hear him. 
He publifhed a book, called The Thrones of tlie 
EiOUle of David. We died at Ferrara in the year 
1677, 

Jehofhuah Menahem was. prefident of the aca- 
demy at Rome at the end of the Jait century; and 
there was another doétor at the fame time called Ja- 
cob Dartilo delli Piarelli. Iie came of a diftin- 
guifhed family of his nation at Rome, and was con- 
fidered as one of the beit qualified mafters to in- 
flrucét youth. The R. Tribotzi appeared alfo in the 
middle of the fame century. In a traé which he 
publifhed, he advanced fome propofitions that _oc- 
cafioned the doétors of Italy to oppofe him. The 
fynagogue and academy of Rome, to prevent the 
multiplication of books, and the courfe of the di- 
vifion pronounced upon all thefe queltions, declared 
for Tribotti, and the other doétors fubmitting to 
its decifion, peace was reitored. 
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They reckon twelve or fifteen thoufand Jews in 
Rome, who are governed by triumvirs, whom they 
ca]l Memmonim, ‘Thete three determine all the 
differences that arife betwixt man and man, and take 
care to prelerve the privileges the popes have grant- 
edthem. They are changed every year, in order to 
prevent the abuie of their authority. The Jews 
lived fo familiarly with che Chriftians, that the lacter 
made no fcrupi¢ to go frequently to their fyna- 
gugues; and they did it in fuch numbers, that In- 
nocent XI. was obliged to threaten them with ex- 
communication, and a fine of twenty-five crowns 
upon all who entered them. They have an aca- 
demy here, and their per allo, among whom 
was the famous Jofeph Kimki. They have nine fy- 
nagogues ; and it feems they preferve a kind of fu- 
periority over the reft of thofe in Italy, fince they 
are coniulted upon doubtful cafes, and their deter- 
minations lingularly regarded. 

Innocent XI. gave them, fome years fince, a parti- 
cular token of his protection. ‘This pontiff, who 
conjured the king of France to perlecute his Pro- 
teftant fubjeéts, to oblige them to change their reli- 
gion, induced the Venetians to give liberty to fome. 
Jews whom they opprefled. Morofini, general of 
this republic, returning victorious from the Mo- 
rea, brought with him from this country .many 
Chriltians and Jews he had found under the power 
of the grand feignior. The firft were fet at liberty, 
and the latter kept in flavery. They repreiented 
the injuftice thar was done them, fince they offered 
to dwell in the territories of the republic, where 
they are allowed full liberty of confcience. They 
have their cemetery at Venice, which has produced 
fome epitaphs. They have alfo their fynagogues, 
and reckon near two thouiand perfons of thetr na- 
tion in that city. But yet they could not obtain 
their defire; and their fate would have been miie- 
rable, if the pope, whofe protection they implored, 
had not interpofed, in their behalf. ..Not:fatished 
with ating at Venice, , he appointed a congregation 
at Rome to take cognizance of -this.affair, and to 
regulate it; whereupon the-republic granted what 
was demanded, and the Jews were fet at liberty. 

This pontiff alfo.ftrove much to promote ‘their 
converfion. Gregory XIII. had-ordéred a fermon 
to be preached weekly to inftruct them. An inge- 
nious man was to be chofen for the purpofe, who 
was to prove that the introduction of the gofpel 
had abolifhed the law; and to enlarge upon the long 
mifery this nation had fuffered for a prodigious 
courfe of years. He obliged one third of the Jews 
of Rome to be prefent, in’ their turns, at this. fer- 
mon; and thechildren'who had reached twelve years 
were regiftered among the auditors. He built fe- 
minaries for the maintenance of the new converts, 
and hofpitals for their fick, But, after all, che greater 
part remained in unbelief’; and cardinal Barberini, 
who was at a great expence to forward the work, 
acknowledged, before his death, that fuch con- 
verfions were only feigned and infignificant. 


We have now brought the hiftory of the Jews in 
Italy totheend of the-feventeenth century. Thofe 
who defire a more exaét knowledge of the number 
and prefent ftate of their fynagogues, may con{ult 
the tax on thofe in the.ecclefialtical flare. They 
reckon nine at Rome, and nineteen in Campania 
thirty-fix in the’ marquifate of Ancona, twelve in 
the patrimony of St. Peter, eleven at Bologna, and 
thirteen in Romandiola. Thefe are taxed fomewhat 
above feven hundred crowns, which they pay. every 
year. ; : 

We may farther obferve the will of Zachary a 
Porto, who died at Florence towards the end of the 
laft century. This merchant had compoted a kind of 
concordance upon the commentators of the Tal- 
mud. When he died -he entrufted his work with 
the dottors of Rome, and’ bequeathed his library 
to the fchool. Moreover, he gave twenty-four 
thoufand piafters to his nation; one fourth part to 
be divided among the univerfities of Leghorn, Ve- 
nice, and the Land of Hrael; and cighteen thoufand 
piafters to be diitributed into portions for Jewith 
maids, of the fynagogues of Rome, Ferrara, An: 
cona, Urbino, (which was his birth place,) Pefaro, 
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Cefano, Venice, Padua, Verona, Rovigo, Florence, 
Sienna, Pifa, Leghorn, Mantua, Modena, an 
Reggio. This enumeration fhews there is {till a con- 
fiderable number of fynagogues in that part of the 
world, where the church of Rome reigns with the 
greateft authority. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Hiftory of the Fews in Germany, from the Jifteenth 
to the fixteenth century. 


ews in Germany oppreffed. Hebrew concordances. 
Creation of doftors, and origin of the title. Ordi- 
nance of the council of Bafil againft the Fews. Ba- 
nifoed Bavaria. Burnt at Mecklenburgh. Banifbed 
Nuremberg and Cologne. Vittora Carbe’s book againft 
them. Simeon a learned Rabbi. Pfepfercorn’s ad- 
vice againft the Fews. Reuchlin’s oppofition. Con- 
tinuation of the difpute. ‘Pfepfercorn’s diffinulation 
punifbed. State of the Jews under the reformation. 
Enmity betwixt Martin Luther and the Fews. They 
become more wary and learned. R. Iaac’s Buttrefs of 
Faith. Other Fewifh traéts in vindication of their 
religion. Fewifh feftaries. Banifoed from Merf- 
bourg. Proteéied by Ferdinand and Salomon Lawria. 
Simjou de Guntzbourg a good geometrician: Other 
learned rabbies. Condition of the ‘fews in Bohemia. 
Expelled’ and-reftored. Learned men in Bohemia. 
_ Fews in Hungary.and Moravia. Settled in the terri- 
tories of Brunfwick. © °° ~~ os 


6 he fifteenth century began unhappily in Ger- 
‘2 «many for the Jewifh nation. . A. great many 
were fettled in Thuringia‘and Mifnia. Burt the 
landgraves made them pay dear for their quiet and 
liberty. © Whether it was that neceffity required it, 
or they-were driven to it by avarice, which prevails 
in the’minds of princes, as well as private perfons, 
but they often demanded confiderable firms; and it 
had not been long, perhaps, that they had-paid one 
@reat tax, when anew one was demanded of them; 
and, upon their refufing to pay it, they were ali 
committed to prifon, and not fet at liberty till they 
paid a confiderable ranfom. 


Jacob Movilin at that time made himfelf famous 
by the great number of his difciples, as well as by 
his judicious anfwers to the queftions that were pro- 
poled to him. An Hebrew concordance was com- 
pofed by Nathan, at the beginning of the fifteenth 
century. Reuchlin printed it, becaufe he found it 
very wleful.: There have been feveral editions of 
ic fince; but the beft of all is the Roman, the 
work of a monk, called Marius Calafio; for he 
not only added the concordance of Efther and 
Daniel, ‘which were wanting, but we find illuftra- 
tions upon’ the Chaldee notes, and upon all that 
relates to the defcription of the. places mentioned in 
holy writ. 


There_was at that time a difpute among the rab- 
bies of Germany about letters of divorce. Young 
people were frequently defirous of procuring them ; 
and as they were ‘not perfectly acquainted with the 
ancient rites, were guilty of errors. In order to 
prevent this abufe, it was enacted that none but 
the received doétors fhould be privileged to draw 
up thefe letters, and that all the reft fhould be void 
and null; and it is faid that this was the origin of 
the title of doétor, which Movilin aflumed. But 
it was probably pride which gave birth to this new 
degree of honour. The Chriftians prefented the 
doctors cap with great pomp in their univerfities; 
and to imitate them, the Jews took this title, and 
began to confer it with fome ceremony; whilft the 
antique one of rabbies was defpifed. The title don 
was only ufed in Spain; but the doctors were diftin- 
guifhed amongtt all the Chriitians. Abravanel, who 
Jaw that the Germans ordained their difciples_by 
faying, ** Morenu,” (you are our doézor,) was fur- 
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prized at this cuftom; but he found afterwards 
that the fame thing was done in Italy, where this 
title foon came into vogue. . 


The council of Bafil, which extended its jurif. 
diétion far and near, thought it ought not to neeleé 
the Jews, who were numerous in this city and in 
Germany. It commanded, by adecree, the prelates 
to chufe, in all places where there were Jews, fome 
perfons {kitled in the languages to preach to them; 
The prelates were obliged to fend all the Jews of 
their diocefes to this fermon; and heavy punithments 
were decreed againft thofe who concealed them, or 
hindered them from receiving inftruction. People 
at the fame time were forbid to have any commerce 
with them at table, or in civil fociety. It was not 
allowed to have fervants, nurfes, phyficians, or 
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farmers of this nation; nor co Jet them houtes near - 


churches, or in the bodies of cities; and to dif. 
cover them the more eafily, they were obliged to 
wear a different habit trom the Chriftians. The 
council alfo condemned thofe who pledged church 
books, utenfils, and ornaments, to lofe their money. 


Regulations ‘were’ ‘made about thofe who were 
converted. The new converts by baptifm obtained 
the privilege of enjoying their eftates, except what 
they had acquired by ufuries; for they obliged them 
to reftore their exceffive interefts, 1f the perfons 
were living; and in cafe of death, as the church was 
impropriatrefs of the confifcation of thefe goods, 
fhe made a prefent of them to the new converts. 


The council declared farther, by an ediét, the 
new converts capable of all offices in cities where 
they were baptized. It could not, indeed, be affured 
of the Gncerity of thefe converfions; and it appears 
that it doubted of them; for it forbad chat the new 
converts fhould have frequent intercourfe togecher; 
as finding, by experience, that they corrupted one 
another, and weakened their faith. ‘They were for- 
bid alfo burying their dead after the Jewifh way, 
keeping the fabbath, and other rites of that nation; 
which is a fufficient proof that they had not totally 
renounced them. The parifh-priefts were ordered 
to prevent the mifchief,- by procuring ‘them good 
matches among the Chriftians. As the council pave 
great privileges to new converts, it appointed like- 
wife terrible punifhments for hypocrites; for it au- 
thorized the priefts to keep a itriét eye over their 
conduét, to impeach them to the inquifitors, and to 
call in the fecular arm to punifh them with greater 
rigour; declaring, that all who protected thefe dif- 
femblers fhould be treated as abettors of. heretics: 
and carrying its authority farther, it annulled all 
the privileges which might huve been given to the 
Jews, either by popes or emperors. The council, 
npon the whole, was right in ordering the Jews to 
be inftruéted, and the new converts to be main- 
tained by contribution; butit exceeded the bounds 
of its power, in {letting irfelf above emperors, an 
pretending to abolifh their laws. 


The decrees of the council of Bafil caufed no 
great alteration in Germany. It is true Lewis X. 
duke of Bavaria, expelled the Jews out of his do- 
minions; but it was twenty years after: and the 
council laid not this injunétion upon fovereigns, 
fo that this prince confulted not his own interefts. 
Ic. was vain to reprefent to him, that the banifhment 
of fo many opulent people would leffen his re- 
venues; he ordered them to depart the fame day, 
and the very fame hour, from forty cities, and al 
the towns in his territories: he confifcated their 
eftates, and built prifons, and other public edifices, 
in the places which had belonged to them. 


The princes of Mecklenburgh alfo made a dread- 
fulexecution of them in their capital city. Thirty 
Jews were condemned to the fire. One of them 
threw himfelf into the river, to avoid the barbarity 
of this punifhment; and, as the women and chil- 
dren were included in this execution, a mother, 
driven to defpair, killed, wich her own hand, two of 
her daughters; and the third would have undergone 
the fame fate, if the Chriftians had noe raken her 
away, ‘Iwo years atter they were accufed, in Hun- 
gary, of murdering a Chriftian, 
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blood. They were put to the rack, to force them 
ro confefs that they were not only guilty of the 
crime, but thac their nation partook in it. 


About five years after the Jews of Nuremberg, 
ew * who were both numerous and wealthy, were all ba- 
ais nifhed out of that city, and fettled in a imall town 
suremberS ip ics neizhbourhood, where they built a fynagogue. 

The citizens had feveral crimes laid to their charge, 
in order to juftity the feverity of their expulfion ; 
but the true motive {vems to have been their wealth, 
which made them infolenc; their humbers, which 
made them formidable; and their ufuries, which 
ferved to debauch their youth, and rendered them. 
at length univerfally odious. 





unt Co- At the beginning of the fixteenth century they 

agne. were expelled ouc of the diocele of Cologne; and 
Vistor a Carbe, who renounced Judaifm to turn 

neers prielt, expatiated on the praites of the bifhop, con- 

kant Gratulating himonhaving purged his bifhopricfrom 

few. tne people of his nation. Atthe fame time chat he 
uttered inveélives again{ff his nation, he counfelled 
the Chriftians never to difpure with them, becaufe 
they were accuftomed to controverly from their in- 
fancy, and that to conquer them, a man had need 
of aquiver full of arrows. However, he wrote 
againit the Jews; and atthis day we read thele words 
upon the gates of the church of St. Urfula at Co- 
Jogne; ‘* Victor, formerly a Jew, in the year 1509, 
wrote four books againft the errors of the Jews.” 
He was near fifty years old when he was baptized ; 
and it was probably the fear of being banifhed 
that produced his converfion. We learn, from his 
teltimony, thatthe Jews had fulfered in the dio- 
cele of Cologne in the beginning of the fifteenth 
century. 


About the fame time Aourifhed, inthe neighbour- 

. Simeon. hood of that city, the great Kk. Simeon, an cloquent 

preacher, and author of the famed book Jalkut, 

(Pouch,) which is a judicious colleétion of fuch in- 

terpretations of the ancient Jewilh doctors on the 

facred books, as were beft and eaficit to be under- 

ftood. Vhis work was printed at Uheffalonica, and 

afterwards in Jealy. A rabbi, of the family of Ge- 

daliah, who had retired, to Jerufalem, compoted a 

long commentary upon it. Ide thoughc his labour 

was lott, becaufe he was not able to printit; when 

Dias Mokato, a rich Spaniard, undertook to defray 

the expence; and therefore. it was printed, with 

Abraham’s notes, at Leghorn. The corrector de- 

dicated it to the great duke Ferdinand I. A new 

Jalkut was afterwards printed at Amfterdam, where- 

mare colleéted the literal and myflical interpretation 

in alphabetical order; whereas Simeon followed the 

; order of the facred books, and confined himielf to 

‘ the allegorical fenfe. ‘Phere is a third, which is 

that of Kk. Reuben, and is only a collection of notes 
upon the Pentatcuch. 





Some years after this tranfaction, a profelyte, 
: called Pfepfercorn, kindled a_terrible war among 
i the learned of this century. Whether it was to_ac- 
i quire a reputation with the party whofe proieffion 
t he had newly embraced, or rather that he had a 
| mind to enrich himfelf at the coft of his deferted 
i brethren, he perfuaded the emperor Maximilian, 
thatall the Jewith books ought to ke burnt, be- 
caufe they were full of fables, lies, and blafphemies. 
Fe affociarced with him two Cologne divines, and, 
amonyit others, the famous Hochttraten, who af- 
terwards wrote again{t Luther. He was charged 
with deligning to leize all the books he condemned, 
and aiterwards oblige the Jews to ranfom them at 
an exorbitant rate. All the devotees engaged in this 
fection; and che emperor himfelf, prevailed on by 
the authority of thedivines, gave a favourable an- 
{wer to the requeft prefented tohim. However, as 
this affair made a noife, he was willing to know the 
opinion of fome doétors, and particularly of Cap- 
nion, or Reuchlin. ‘Chis profeffor had ftudied the 
Janguages under Veffelus. Some fay_he was under 
the tuition of John de la Pierre, aGerman, who 
was afterwards profeffor at Paris, and became a 
Carthufian. Buc it is certain he was indebted for 
his firft erudition to the profeffor of Groningen, 
No. 52. 
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who was called the Lightof the World. The duke 
of Bavaria, who had a great elteem for Reuchlin, 
having a very nice affair-to manage with Alexan- 
der VI. chofé him for one of his minitters. He 
continued a year at Rome, where he perfected his 
knowledge of the Hebrew under a famous Jew, 
who fourifhed at chat time, called Abdi Ben Jacob 
Spuon. The emperor had nominated him to be a 
triumvirof che league of Suadia, made in the year 
1489, to inveltigate the power of the dukes of Bava- 
ria, and he had executed the office for eleven years. 
Ic is no wonder, therefore, that this perfon, cele- 
brated for his learning, and of importance in the 
empire, was contuleed about the fate of the Talmud, 
and other Hebrew books. 


Reuchlin went not into the oppofite extreme of Reuchlin's 
his enemies. He alledged, that fuch books only epretiues. 
ought to be burnt, as contained any blafphemies 
againit the Chriltian religion. But he declared 
againit deftroying thole which only treated of rhe 
tenets, morals, and rites of the Jews. He alledged 
farther, that the decrees of Germany not being exe- 
cuted wherever the Jews fublitled, tc was impofiible 
entirely to fupprefs the books difperfed all over the 
world, whereof one fingle copy was fafficient for the 
product of new editions. Good fenie required that 
he fhould argue in this manner, and extend the ar- 
gument to all the books that were printed and pub- 
Iifhed Neverthelefs, Reuchlin was highly centurect 
for fpeaking after this manner, andthe divines began 
to perfecute the author of this opinion. ‘Fhe under- 
ftanding a lictle Greek was not only fufficient acthat 
timeto make aman fufpected, and the underftanding, 
Hebrew to convict him of herely, but the defign of: 
ftudying this language was fufficient to incur the re- 
fentment of inveterate enemies. Cologne elpouled 
the caule of its divines; and the univerficy of Paris 
allo declared for them. The affair was brought 
before the elector of Mentz; but Reuchlin appear- 
ing only by proxy, Hochitraten obtained a fentence, 
which he caufed to be publifhed before the term. 
Reuchlin appealed from it co the pope, who com- 
miffioned the bifhop of Spire tojudge of the proceed- 
ing. Tochitraten, in confequence, was condemned 
by default, with cofts; and inibitions were given 
again({t his continuing his procefs. ‘The declaration 
of the divines of Cologne was declared null. How- 
ever, they caufed Reuchlin’s book co be burnt. 


Not fatisfied with thefejudicial proceedings, FIut- 
ten publithed the Letters of Obteure Men. Paul Gorton 
Jove, who afcribes them to Reuchlin, is miflaken. ditpuce. 
Lhete Jetters contained a poignant tatire again{t the 
monks. ‘he public was well pleated to fee them 
lafhed in a fprightly and vigorous manner; and 
Reuchlin hereby was revenged fortheabules that had 
been circulated againft him. The revenge would 
have been more compleat, if Hochflraten had died 
with grief, (as Paul Jove affures us;) but this inqui- 
fitor Jived ten years after the publication of thele 
fatyrical letters. Ortuinus Gratius, to whom they 
were dedicated, endeavoured to repel the attack, by 
oppofing tochem theLamentationsof Ob{fcure Men, 
and the Letters of Kamous Men, But this fatire 
prevailed over the apology ; at leaft men of fenfe 
ceafed to look upon Reuchlin as a Jew, or as an af- 
ferter of their tenets. 


’ The affair was judged at Rome; whither IJoch- 
{traten went, fortified with letters from princes, and 
confiderablefums of money, wherewith he purchafed 
protectors. He omitted nothing that could contri- 
bute to carrying on his caufe. He threatened the 
pope to appeal trom his judgment to the council, 
to reject him as a pieudo pontiff, and to feparate 
from the church, unleis Reuchlin, andthe Jews he 
defended, werecondemned. WNeverthelefs, he was 
forced to be content to have the caufe fuperfeded; 
a favour which the pope granted him when he was 
going to be condemned: for the judges favoured 
Reuchlin,and would have pronounced again{thIoch- 
ftraten, if a ftop had not been put to it bythe pope's 


order, The inquifitor was obliged to return with 
difgrace. Reuchlin’s friends waited for him near 


Nuremberg, where hisenemies would have ufed him 
iH, if he had not had notice of their dehans. We 
ZR are 
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are told that Hutten, meeting him one day, would 
have killed him, to punifh his violent perfecutions 
of the Lutherans, who began to fpread in Germany: 
but the monk being humbled, reprefented, that it 
was fcandalous to kill a naked man; and Hutten 
being wrought upon, defifted from his purpofe. 


Pfepfer Pfepfercorn, a little after, bore the punifhment 

com's di of his iniquity; for being arrefted upon fome fufpi- 

punihed, clon, he confeffed he had aéted as prieft for twenty 
years, without having received orders; that he had 
had a defign to kill the cletor of Brandenburgh, 
and his brother, the archbifhop of Mentz ; and that 
he had voluntarily poifoned many Chrittians, by 
preténding to bea phyfician. In conlequence of 
thele acculations, he is faid to have died amidft the 
moft cruel tortures, to which he was condemned. 


Stateof the _ Reychlin had reafon to fay, that the monks had 
Jews under found fuch an enemy in Luther, as would give them 
the refor-  bufinels enough to oblige them to let him die in 
“ee peace, and fo.itaétually happened. Reuchlinended 
his days quietly: Not only the Jewifh books were 
fpared, but the ftudy of the languages was cultiva- 
ted. The world began to be jenfible of the barba- 
rity and grofs ignorance of the perfecuting monks ; 
and the Jews were no longer accufed of thofe maffa- 
cres of children, which had drawn upon. them {fo 
many miferies, and ‘fpile fo much of their blood. 
idolatry at that time received a terrible blow, and 
the worhip of God, alone began to be reftored. 
On the other hand, the Proteftants were better fkilled 
in the languages than the monks and divines of paft 
ages had been, and furmounting vulgar prejudices, 
ftudied the. writings of the rabbies, difcovered the 
myfteries of them, and ‘confuted them upon their 
own principles. “Their example roufed the Roman 
ivines, who talcing the fame method, difcovered the 
fyftem of the Jewith religion. We nauit not here 
enter into party confiderations, nor over-ftrain the. 
praife chatis due to our-divines : they. led the way, 
and the others have followed: they have.drawn_ the. 
people out of barbarity, and the others have rejoiced, 
in this light: they have had their profound doctors 
in this matter, as well as we; fo that we cannot de- 
termine whether the Jews have gained or loit by the 
reformation that enlued. 


Luther could not agree with their divinity, and 
has often cenfured them with that impetuofity of 
temper tharcarried him beyond the bounds of mo- 
deration. He charged them ejpecially with being 
cheats; becaufe he had, heard the duke of Saxony 
fay, thar a Jew had. promiled;to make. him invulne- 
rable; but having obliged the impoftor to make. 
trial of his art upon himféelf, the fraud, was difco- 

Enmity be- vered, and the Jew died of the wound, that was, 
men se given.him. The.great caufe of their {pleen againit 
andthejews Luther proceeded from his haying hindered fome. 
Chriftian.pringes from. receiving them into theirdo- 
minions. Moreover the reformation produced abun- 
dance of doctors in Germany, who, having thorough- 
ly Itudied the languages, frequently difpute againit 
the Jews, and prove to.them the truth of the Chril- 
tian religion. 
Jews be- On the other hand, the Jews, being more clofely 
come mere preffed by the Chriftians, were obliged to exert, 
lined, themfelves in extraordinary efforts for thetr own de- 
fence: and it muft be contefietd that they have pro- 
duced fome learned champions, atthe-head of whom 
we may rank R. aac, the fon of Abraham. Ele 
declares that hefpent his life in the courts of Ger- 
many, near princes, who otten favoured him with 
marks of diftinction. His difciple, who has col- 
lected his difputes, compares, him to the patriarch 
aac, becaute he bore his name 3 and like Ifaac had 
iwochildren. This produced,a book in two parts ; 
one of which, may be compared to Efau, and the 
other to Jacob. “But this.does not inform. us who 
the author was, or in what time he lived. He had 
trequenct conferences with Luther’s difciples, and it 
was apain(t them he compoted his Buttrets of Faith. 
ene This is a mott virulent compofition, wherein the 
Re teee’s auchor affeets to examine particular paflages of fa- 
ah cred hiftory, and, envious to explode the proofs of 
it, railes all the difficulties he can againtt ir, and 











- at theend of the fifteenth century ; for the author in- 


} thought that a long tyeatife againit the Chrittians 


. verfe, whichmight be eafily learned. Thar abridg- 


' futation. 


| two objections, very artfully flared. 


i! of Luther and Calvin. 


| the reformation, new doctors appeared in Tranfyl- uss 


- of this fect, maintained, that the great prophet did 


, he had been promiled by the fame title as the land 
| of Canaan; that is, as a particular privilege to be 
| enjoyed, by them alone. Ele reckoned alfo facrifices 

’ and ceremonies as rites peculiar to this nation, con- 
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preff¢s them with al] poffible vigour and bitterness: 
and with the fame heat he contutes, or attempts to 
confute, the objections of Chriftians againtt the 
Jews. The book referred to, intitled, by the author. 
Chafuk Emmab, and, by the Latin tranflator, Muni. 
men Fidei, fhews the author to have lived about the 
beginning of the 17th century. Its editor Jofeph 
the fon of Mordecai, publifhed it after it had remain. 
ed a long time in manufcript, and was become very 
fcarce. ‘he Portuguefe Jews, indeed, gor it trani- 
lated into Spanith, and diiperfed itthroughoutall the 
neighbouring kingdoms. It was alfo in high efteem 
among the African Jews; and it is from thence thar 
the learned Wagenieil brought it into Germany, 
and having tranflated it into Latin, inferted itin his 
Lela Ignea Satane, or, “ Fiery Darts of Satan.” 


At the fame time was produced a work, intitled, 
the Nizzachon, or Victory again{t the Chriftians. 
The Jews often give lofty titles to the books they 
publith againit the Chriftian religion, as pretending 
they are fo many triumphs over it. Wagenteil 
publifhed one of thele works, which he thoughr 
was compofed about the twelfth century, becaufe 
no later rabbi was quoted, which conjecture is very 
probable. Schickard had determined to tranflate | 
and confute another of them, which went by the ; 
fame title, and was compofed by Matathias, butt 
death prevented him. A third treatife of the Vic- § 
tory is attributed to Lipman, who lived in Germany 


forms us, that he wrote about the year 1499. He 


would not make fo {trong an impreffion on the peo- 
ple’s minds, and therefore made an abridgment in 


ment Wagenieil has publifhed, with a judicious con- 
Bartolocci fpeaks of a fourth Viétory, in 
which the Jewifh religion is defended with thirty- 
ve arguments, and Chriftianity attacked with forty- 
Iris faid to be 

the work of many authors, who all wrote, notwith-~ 
ftanding, in the purity of their language; but they 
lived fince the reformation, as they quote the works 


Befides the Jews who fet up in Germany againft Jerats 


vania, called Judaizers, or half Jews, by way of ftig- 
ma. Thecale was this: Seidelius, one of the heads 


not refpect the Gentiles, but onlythe Jews, to whom 


tributing to the worship of God. But he was per- 
fuqded that all religion confifted in the decalogue, 
which was naturally engrayen on the hearts of alk 
men. Hie made vain attempts to gain profelytes in 
Silefia, where he was born ; but finding it impofti- 
ble to retrieve his countrymen from their idolatry, 
he went into Poland, where he had fome follow- 
ers. 

Another, named Irancis David, was calleda Ju- 
daizer, or, half Jew, becqufe he affected fome pecu- 
liar modes and forms in offering up prayer and {o- 
lemn invocations. 


Amongit them.was likewife reckoned George. de 
Novara, who was burned at Bolonia for efpoufing 
{ome peculiar tenets: and fuch were alfo efteemed 
fome other feCtaries, who oblerved the Jewifh fab- 
bath, abftained from blood and things ftrangled, 
feveral of whom fuffered, as half Jews, in England 
and other parts. 


The Jews pretended to have been fettled at Mef- 
bourg éver fince the taking of Jerufalem; bur fo 
venerable an antiquity did not jecure them from 
bifhop Adolphus’s.perfecutions, who expelled them 
all from thence at the beginning of the fixteenth 
century. But they confoled themfelves in the fate 
retreat which they found in other places; for the 
emperor Ferdinand I. not only protected them, but 
granted them the privilege of having a prince of.the 
captivity in Germany; and ordered that the chief: 
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rabbi de Wormes fhould have this preference be- 
fore all the reft of his nation. They reckon in the 
catalogue of thefe princes the famous R. Jakock, 
of German origin, born at Wormes, elteemed by 
his nation for his learniag, and who left four inge- 
nious fons, who were all prefidents of academies, 
princes of the difperfion, and the admiration of the 
age. One of them taught chiefly at Fribourg, where 
there was a {chool and a fynagogue, as in moit cities 
of the empire, and particularly at Vienna, where 
they had erected a magnificent building. 


They had in Auftria amore fanious man than Ja- 
kock, which was Salomon Lawria. He compoted 
the Sea ot Salomon, alluding to his name, and called 
his book a fea becaule ic founded the depth of the 
Talmud; and he examined particularly the ftile and 
phrates of it. Hedied in the year 1573. 


Simfon, a native of Guntzbourg, which gave 
him his furname, was a geometrician of repute, and 
a fkilful architeét, who, after he had acquired im- 
mente wealth, dittributed it wich a very bountiful 
hand. Eliezer,a German, had allo a boundlefs re- 
putation. He left Germany for Poland, ‘where he 
became head of the academy, and of the houte of 
judgmenc at Pofnania. Ee publifhed two books ; 
one whereof was called the Work of the Lord; and 
the other, the Addition of Doétrine. 


Poland abounded alfo with learned doctors. 
Iferdes taught at Cracow, and gathered a vaft num- 
ber of difciples, who came from all parts to hear 
his leétures. He was devout, perfect, and gave 
reft to the law in Efrael twenty years; that is, he 
was profeflor fo long. Jofeph Letts, born in the 
fame city, wore four crowns; that of priclthood, of 
the law, of dignity oy empire, and of a great ye- 
At Cracow there was a fynagogue, an 


putation, Tacoy ; 
academy, a houle of judgment, and a great aflem- 
bly of thelews. Phey wére dilperfed in’ mott of the 


cities of Poland, where they had extenfive priyi- 
leges. Neverthelefs, they fometimes fuffered by po- 
pular commotions: for inttance, their holes were 
once fet on fire at Potnania, and they faw. them 
burnt without being able to extinguifh the flames, 
becaule they were afraid that the enraged multitude 
would fall upon them, The populace, indeed, pre- 
tended, thatakind of fupernatural terror had icized 
on them, which would not fuffer them fo much as 
to draw water, Jo that all their houfes, effects, and 
books, even that of the law, were reduced to athes. 
But, excepting thele popular difaflers, learning, as 
well as traffic, flourifhed among them; and their 
academies were governed by men of great reputa- 
tion. 

Cardinal Commendon, in his way to Ruffia, found 
ikewite, in the province of Ukrania, a number 
of Jews in great credit, who did not enrich them- 
iclves, as they doin general, by ufury, but by a fair 
and honett commerce. They cultivated their lands, 
and applied themfelves to the ftudy of phyfic and 
aftrology; and others farmed the cuftoms and 
carriage of merchandize. They are not only ex- 
empt from wearing marks of diftinétion, but are 
even allowed to wear {words, and to enjoy the fame 
potts and employments as the natives of the coun- 
try. 

Bohemia cherifhed many of this nation. We 
have already obferved, that the Jews were fettled 


“. there in the tenth century, fince they rendered fer- 


vice to the inhabicants againit the robbers, and 
buile at that time a fynagogue at Prague; this li- 
berty being given them by way of acknowledgment 
for the victories that had been obtained by their 


means. In procefs of time they alfo erected a col- 
lege. R. Falk was the prefident, and the firft that 


began to exercife his fcholars in controverfies like 
the Chriftians: bucthis method was not acceptable 
to the fages, nor relifhed by the people in general. 
The Jews, whofe fyftem of divinity is rather myfti- 
cal and abltrule, cannot be reconciled to arguments 
and fylogilms. 

They had alfo their enemies and perfecutors here. 
An almoit general conflagration having deftroyed 
one part of Bohemia, the Jews were accufed of be- 
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ing the incendiaries, and condemned. Thofe that 
efcaped the flames were all expelled by Ferdinand, 
who could no otherwife appease the popular com- 
motion: ten perfons only tound favour, being al- 
lowed the liberty of remaining at Prague: but the 
incendiaries having been difcovered before the end 
of the year, the Jews were recalled, and tettled 
again in their country. 


Another ftorm fell upon them foon after ; for 
they were fufpected of having made prayers at 
Prague againtt the Chriftians.” Upon this fufpi- 
cion they feized all their books, and carried them to 
Vienna. This lofs was an affliction to them, not 
only on account of their value, which was very con- 
fiderable, but efpecially becaufe they were obliged 
to perform the fervice viva voce, and by heart, with- 
out reading, which fubjecéted them to many tncon- 
veniencies. “Phe ftorm was but fhort; the books 
that were taken were reftored; and, perhaps, it was 
only done to oblige them to redeem them. Ferdi- 
nand banifhed them the fame year from all Bohemia, 
only leaving ten familiesin Prague; bur at che fame 
time he permicted them to live in other parts of his 
dominions, and alfo reftored them a little after. 
Weidnerus, who was one of their rabbies, had de- 
ferted them during this difgrace. He allo preached 
spain them in the fynagogue at Prague; and he 
affirms, that he converted many of his brethren. 


They had in Bohemia their doétors, who raifed 
the glory of their academies; for Haac Meheling 
taught at the end of the fixteenth century. When 
he died, he left his fon, R.Charam, prefident of his 
fchool. Here it was that the famous Liwa Bitfeer 
appeared, with whom the emperor Rhodolphus 
converted. Ele founded a famous academy, called 
Klause, whither he drew a vat concourfe of difci- 
ples; and afterwards was made fuperintendant over 
all the fynagogues of Poland. 


Judas Betfalec], otherwife Leo of Prague, was 
born in Bohemia, and fourifhed in the year 1553. 
He at firft governed the academies of Moravia, and 
was judge of his nation in that country. Hecame 
to Prague in the year 1573, where he founded a 
new academy, in which he‘taught elven years with 
Great reputation. However, he left it to go into 
Great Poland, where he died at the end of the fix- 
teenth, or the beginning of the laft, century. He 
left many books, amongt{t which there is one con- 
cerning the redemption of Ifrael, wherein he affures 
his nation of the coming of the great prophet, and 
doubts not but that he will render the profperity of 
his people perpetual. Some time before appeared, 
in the famecity, one Abraham of Prague, who com- 
poicda commentary upon the commentaries of Jarki, 
and who died in the year 1540. . 


Mardochai Jophi, or the Fair, was alfo born at 
Prague. He yetired to Poland, where he died in the 
ear 1611, with the reputation of one of the moft 
eqrned men of his country and nation. It will not 
be amifs, in order to know his method, to obferve 
the plan of oncof his works, He intitled his book, 
the Royal Garment; which title is borrowed from 
the holy ftory, which fays, that Mordecai went out 
from the preience of the king, in royal apparel of 
blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and 
with q garment of fine linen and purple. “It is the 
difpofition of the rabbies not only to delight in me- 
taphors, even in their titles, but to feek fome paf- 
fage relating to the name of the author. He has 
divided his work into ten royal habits, though there 
were but five that contained an accurate commen- 
tary upon another work. ‘he Arft tract is an ha- 
bit of purple, in which he treats of bleffings and 
prayers. The fecond is a white habit,. which re- 
lates to feafts and the fabbath. The third is a crown 
of gold, where he difcourfes of things lawful and 
forbidden. ‘The fourth is a robe of fine linen and 
purple, in which he explains the ceremonies of mar- 
riage; and the laft is the habit of the city of Susan 
which rejoiced in the profperity of the Jews. : 


Ganz, the Jewith hiftorian, was born at Prague 
where he compofed his Stem of David, or his chro- 
nology from the creation till the year 1592 of the 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian church. We muft not confound this 
work with another Stemof David we have already 
fpoken of; for the one is a dictionary, and this a 
chronicle. The author gives it this ticle becaule it 
was the firft of his works; for he publifhed after- 
wards the Buckler and Tower of David; one of 
which treats of arithmetic, and the other of geo- 
metry. Befides, as his hiftory difplays che milery 
of the Jews, and the power of the Chriftians, he 
would hereby oblige his readers to remember the 
branch of David, and to pray for his manifeftation. 
Thereare three things peculiar in his work: 1. That 
he begins with the creation of the world, and al- 
cends to the firft temple and the patriarchs; whereas 
the Jews generally begin: with the epocha of the 
Greeks. 2. Though he has often copied the rab- 
bies of his nation that preceded him, yet he hath 
been more exaét, and correéted their errors. 3. He 
has introduced into his fecond book feveral Chrif 
tian authors; but he is not happy in his choice; and 
as he departed from the cuftom of the Jewith doc- 
tors, who flight foreign hiftorians, he ought at the 
fame time to have preferred more exaé authors, and 
men of a greater name. ; 


They built, at that time, at Prague, a fynagogue 
equal co thole of Poland and Jerufalem: and as 
Mordechai. Meulel had liberally contributed to this 
@reat edifice, as well as to the relief of the poor of 
Bohemiaand Pofnania, Ganz calls him, ‘the Wall 
and Balis of the School, the Head of liberal Souls, 
the Father of the Poor, the Oak of his People, and 
the Love of his Brethren;” and with this commen- 
dation he ends ‘his chronicle. : 


Thofe in Hlungary were greatly diminifhed to- 
wards the end of the 16th century, when the empe- 
ror Rodolphus laid a double tax on them, in order 
to oblige them to quit that country the fooner. He 
at length compelled them to-pay a monthly fine of 
fifty denarii per head, which. it was imagined mutt 
have ruined them quite: neverthelefs, a great num- 
ber of them made thift to maintain themfelves in, ir, 
though a much greater was forced to feek their for- 
tune eltewhere. 


Moravia had alfo its fynagogues. But the Jews 
fuffered a cruel perfecution here inthe year 1574; for 
all the profeffors of their religion were fentenced to 
the. flames; and many were difpatched before com- 
plaints could be broughe to the emperor Maximi- 
dian, who at length took compaffion on theté poor 
wretches. ‘Ihey alfo fuffered greatly in Franconia; 
for fame houles of the city of Bamberg being burnt, 
the Jews were accufed of fetting them on fire; and 
at the dame time the people entered_ their houfes, 
plundered their goods, and indemnified themfelves 
at their coft. 
to death. 


- Some time after they had the fame misfortune at 

Bonn. Schenk, the Dutch general, and founder 
of the fort of his name, marching fecretly at the 
head of tome troops, had planted a petard at the 
gate of this city, and, by means of the noife which 
jome {twine in the neighbourhood made, approached 
the gate, blew it up, and made himielf mafter of 
the cicy for the Hollanders. He gave the plunder 
to his foldiers; and the Jews complain that they 
were partially dittinguifhed in char pillage. How- 
ever, this milery was common to them with the reft 
of the inhabitants; but none were killed. 


The Jews were afterwards recompenfed for thefe 
nustorcunes, fince, at the end of the century, they. 
obtained liberty to jettle in the duke of Bruni- 
wick’s territories. “he princes of this houfe had 
ever before been perfuaded that fuch an eftablifh- 
ment would be difadvantageous 5 fo that the Jewifh 
merchants were not fo much as fuifered to crols 
their lands; and when any one was taken, they plun- , 
dered him wich impunity. But their complaints 
being brought to Henry Julius, duke of Brunt 
wick, he not only granted the Jews liberty of con- 
icience in his territories, but gave chem a place in 
the Lower Saxony, to carry on their commerce; fo 
that chere were but few places in all Germany in 
which they did not traffic at the end of the fixteenth 


But, however, there was no one put - 


century. The prefent age, however, feems to be 
the moft happy ara they have enjoyed fince their 
difperfion, 


CHAP. XXIII. 

Authority of the Fews in Poland. R. Solowon’s con. 
verfion, and theological works. Fews at Hamburgh. 
Favoured by Ferdinand \1. of Bohemia. LEnmity 
betzoeen the Chriftians and Fews of Prague. Fees 
Stripped of their privileges in Hungary. In high 
credit at Vienna. Banifped. Recalled. Settled in 
other parts of the empire. Synagogues pulled down 
by the French. Numerous and difperfed at Frank- 
fort. Learned men. 


“THERE is hardly any country in Europe where 

4 the Jews enjoy greater liberty, and more inva- 
Juable privileges, thanin Poland. They have their 
ftately fynagogues and academies; and their court 
of judicature is endowed with fingular authority, 
fince it is allowed to determine in civil as well as re- 
ligious cafes. We are told they have had the fin- 


gular privilege of coining money, becaufe fhekels: 


have been found there with an Hebrew inferiprion; 
but as the tomb in which they are faid to have been 
found is rather fufpicious, we cannot ground upon 
it a prerogative ufually vefted in fovereigns alone. 


Polandis looked upon as a nurfery of learned rab- 
bies, and the country to which che Jews fend their 
youth co ftudy the Talmud, and the rites of their re- 
ligion. In fpeaking of the preceding century, we 
mentioned fome rabbies whowere an honour to their 
nation. This kingdom hath produced one man, 
who not only renounced Judaifm, but wrote and 
publifhed cthirty-feven demonftrations againft it. 
His name was Solomon. 
one of his brethren, and committed to prifon, whence 
nothing could have redeemed him but his converfion 
to Chriftianity; fo that this circumftance, together 
with the affected fwoln ftile in which he wrote, has 
afforded reafon to many for fufpecting his fincerity. 
However that be, he was an excellent cafuift, well 
verfed in theological matters,‘and an able aflertor of 
the religion he profeffed, 


Tamburgh is called a Little Jerufalem. The 
Jews are oblerved to: have been more tractable in 
that city than elfewhere ; for a great number of them 
were converted, in this century, by one E:dzas, or Ef- 
dras, who made it his bulinefs to inftruét and con- 
form them in the Chriftian faith. A divine of that 
city once alerted, that if thofe. inftruétions were 
armed with fome violence, they would become more 
effectual. Bur the fenate fuppreffed his immoderate 
zeal, which tended only to leffen the number of their 
citizens, and had already caufed fome popular com- 
motions, 


The emperor Ferdinand IIT. granted them great 
privileges, becaufe, when the city of Prazue was 
befieged by Carolus Guftavus, who was lately de- 
clared generaliffimo of the armies of Sweden and 
Germany, they defended themifelves with a furpriz- 
ing fidelity and vigour. Thecity was already taken, 
and the garrilon called upon to capitulate; bur the 
conqueror having refuled honourable conditions, 
they juftained many affaults with unfhaken fortitude. 
The Jews diftinguifhed themlelves in thefe affaults, 
and defended their poft with a refolution that me- 
rited praifes and extraordinary privileges. 


Rabbi Chagim, or Joachim, deceived the Chrif- ; 


tians of this place by a piece of profound diffimu- 
lation, Atter committing a confiderable robbery, 
heembraced Chriftianiry to wipe off the feandal of 
hiscrime; andcompotedavery virulent book againft 
his ancient brethren. He went to Vienna, and in- 
troduced himielf into the court of Ferdinand, who 
afforded him his proteétion. Some time after, per- 
ceiving his forcune on the decline, with the help of 
two other Jews, as accomplices, he robbed the im- 
perial trealury. The criminals were quickly ap- 
prehended, and condemned to death. Ferdinand 
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Francis Anglefberg (for this was the name which 
the convert had taken in his baptifm) difiembled till 
he had loft all hopes of faving his life; but upon 
the feaffold declared that he never had been a 
Chriftian, and that he lived and died a Jew. 

In the fame place was exhibited an inftance of 
their hatred-for the Chrittians ; for one Lazarus, an 
inhabitant of Prague, underftanding his fon defired 
baptifm, fell upon him and killed him, He was 
commiitted to prifon, where, animated by defpair, he 
ftrangled himielf with the affiltance of another Jew, 
who was in the fame place. This latter was con- 
demned to be broke upon the wheel. 

It appears, from various circumftances, that no 


confiderations have been capable of creating a cole-. 


rable good underftanding between the Chriftians of 
Prague and the Jews. On the contrary, they hate 
one another; and as it muft be confeffed, che Jews 
have occafionally been guilty of fuch enormous 
deeds as muft render them not only fufpeéted, but 
odious to the Chriftians, fo likewife it muft be 
granted, that the Chriftians have fubjected them ro 
conformity to fome practices that were incompatible 
with their profeffion, and_of courfe produétive of 
dangerous commotions. Neverthelels, they are fo 
numerous in this country, as to fill, of themfelves, 
the third part of the city of Prague; but theyare poor 
and miferable, flock about ftrangers, and fubmit 
to the meaneit fervices to obtain a living. 


They had enjoyed in Hungary the privilege of 
farming the revenue, till Ferdinand II. took ittrom 
them by an edict, notwithftanding which they 
found means to preferve the advantages of it, fince 
Ferdinand III. was afterwards obliged to deprive 
them of it by a new edi&, which condemned thofe 
to the lofs of their places, who admitted the Jews 
into any of them, alledging, as the caufe, “ That 
they have neither conicience or honefty, and are 
therefore unworthy to enjoy the privileges of Hun- 
gary.” However, they continued there ftill; not 
only under the protection of the grand {eignior in 
thole parts under his dominions, but in thofe of 
the empire. 

About ten years after, they were in fuch credit in 
Vienna, that the rabbi Zachary obtained them liberty 
to build a ftately fynagogue there, and to add an 
academy, to revive the ttudy of the fciences, which 
icemed extinet in this country. He had fertled a 
penfion for twenty-four perfons, who were to read 
the Talmud every hour: day and night. One relieved 
the other; fo that the fchool was always open, and 
never found without a doctor. But this building, 
however, was fcarce finifhed, when the emperor 
drove all the Jews from his capital, feized the fyna- 
gogue, and turned it into a church. ‘hey com- 
plain, that the fuperftitious emprefs, imagining the 
toleration che court gave the Jews occafioned her 
barrennefs, preffed the emperor to banith them; 
but after the death of this princefs they were re- 
ftored to Vienna. The emperor had a new fubjeé&t 
of difcontent againft them in the Turkifh war, be- 
caule they affilted the infidels to maintain the fiege 
of Buda, and diftinguifhed themfelves by their va- 
lour. But this was in reality an act of fidelity they 
owed their fovereign ,; and though this refiftance 
rendered them odious, not only to the people of 
Germany, but Italy, where they rofe again{ft them, 
yet we cannot condemn them, fince they were then 
fubject co the Octoman empire. Upon the whole, 
the emperor favours them at Vienna, admits them 
into affairs of ftate,.and gives honourable titles to 
thofe who are employed, or purchafe them. The 
people, indeed, jealous of the riches they heap to- 
gether, endeavour fometimes to ftrip them by vio- 
Jent tumults and commotions. - 


They are numerous and flourifhing in Servia, 
Croatia, Moldavia, Valachia, and in the rich cities 
of Germany. If they have been expelled Nurem- 
berg, they are fpread abroad in the country towns, 
and have their fynagogue at Ffurt, which is in the 
neighbourhood. 

_ in the city of Augfburg they had formerly a 
tynagogue and academy, and their do¢tors and dit- 
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ciples were maintained by the rich merchants of the 
place. But they have fince been banifhed from it, 
and muft buy the liberty of coming into it, at the 
price of a florin for every hour they ftay in it, 


It would be tedious to enumerate all the cities 
where they ftill fubfift without any contiderable 
change in their condition; we fhall therefore only 
attend to thofe that deferve moft notice. 


A modern traveller reckons thirty thoufand Jews 
at Frankfort, where they are often plundered, and 
reduced to the flavery of being water-carricrs, to 
extinguifh the Names when any houfe is on fire. 
They paint the Jews in feveral places in all manner 
of ridiculous forms, to render them defpicable and 
odious, notwithitanding fome learned men have 
been produced among them. 


They hada famous cafuilt at Spire, in the middle 
of the laft century, named, from his birth-place, 
Nathan de Spira. He publifhed the Good .of the 
Land, in which he celebrated the Holy Land. He 
compofed a volumeof profundities, (Megillath Ha- 
mucoth,) which is acommentary upon fome verics 
of Deuteronomy, wherein he pretends to found the 
depths of myfteries, and to refolve the difficulties 
he finds in them. : 


But one of the moft famous doors that Germany Learned 
produced in the laft century, was Ifaac Loria, au- ™- 


thor of the Metaphyfical Introduétion to the Jewifh 
Cabala. He was a native of Jerufalem; and his 
appellation of German was only given him on ac- 
count of his long abode in that country; for he re- 
tired again into Paleftine, towards the latter end of 
be life, and was buricd at Sapheta, in Upper Ga- 
ilee. 


CILAP. XxXIv. 


State of the Yews in Holland. Their firft fynagogue 
in Amfterdam. A fecond fynagogue. A divifion oc- 
cafions a third to be built. Union of the three fyna- 
gogues. R. Menaffes, bis works. Accufations againft 
him. He comes to England. R. Zacuth, bis cha- 
rattler, R. Athias, bis works. Tfaac Aboab. Mu- 
Sophia. Comment on the Talmud. Spinofa’s life. 
Orobio opponent of Spinofa. Other eminent rabbies, 


F all the ftates of Europe, according to one of s 
their writers, there is not one where the Jews Jews in 


ty 
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ate of the 


live more quietly than in Holland. They enrich Holand. 


themfelves by trade, and, through the lenity of the 

overnment, poffefs their acquifitions without fear. 
Phere are two forts of Jews in Holland; fome are 
Germans, and others cometrom Portugal and Spain. 
They are divided about fome ceremonies, and hate 
onc another, as if the effentials of religion were con- 
cerned. But the real caufe of this extreme hatred 
between thole two forts of Jews, if we may credit 
the Germans, is the diffimulation and remifthefs of 
thofe of Portugal and Spain, who live in thofe 
countries, and conform in all things with the popifh 
religion, for the fake of enriching themfelves, and 
then retire to Holland, to enjoy, with more lafery, 


_ the fruits of their hypocrify. 


The Spanifh and Portuguefe Jews, who make 
another part of this nation, retired into Holland to 


war of the Low Countries, and kindled the fre of 
enmity by promifing a potent fupply. His name 
was Michez. He was a Spaniard born; but the 
fear of punifhment had obliged him to feek fanéy- 
ary. at Antwerp, where he grew into the knowledge 
and affection not only of the magiftrares of this 
city, but of Mary, queen of Flungary, who reigned 
at that time. Going from Antwerp to Venice, and 
trom thence to Conflantinople, he wrote to the 
malecontents he knew, and to the Proteftants of 
Antwerp, intimating, “ that ic was their beft way 
to adhere con{tantly to the league they had made 
againit the Catholics, becaufe the Srand feienior 
was maeditatinis deans again{t the Chriltians; and 
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in a fhort time would fo embarrafs king Philip, as 
not to give him Jeifure to think of the affairs of the 
Netherlands.” His letters were read in the fenate 
of Antwerp, and gave great encouragement to the 
allies; but Michez did not make good his promife. 
He followed his matter’s views, who turned his arms 
againft the kingdom of Cyprus. It only appears 
that the Jews were more fecure in the Netherlands 
than in Spain, fince Michez fought a retreat there 5, 
but it was but forty years after that the refugees of 
Spain and Portugal began to fectle in Holland. 
"Their firft affembly at Amiterdam occafioned fome 
jealoufy in the city, where all things were fufpected 
during the war, which continued with great vigour. 
They were taken for Roman Catholics, who fhut 
themfelves up, and concealed their images. They 
fay they were purfued into the place of their reli- 
gious worfhip; but asthey found nothing but He- 
brew books, and the law of Mofes, they laid no 
other condition on them, than, to pray for the pro- 
fperity of the city, which they romifed todo ; and 

wn eien ME the fame time they erected their firft fynagogue, 

goque nt which hey called the Houfe of Ben Jacob, becaute 

Bogue am that was the name of a rich Jew by whom it was 
founded. 


They raifed another fynagogue, which they called 

Afecond Neve Schalom, that is, the Houfe of Peace. Vhele 

fynagogue. {ynagogues conjointly laboured upon a collection 

of prayers, but they could not agree about it. “Phe 

jaft was headed by a famous rabbi, named Judah 

Vega, that came from Africa, which he left, and 

retired to Conitantinople, where he, publifhed the 

hiftory of his nation down to the deftruction of Je- 

rufalem by Titus. Uziel, who fucceeded him, cen- 

a aivigon Ted the faults of his nation fo feverely, as to in- 
é Vition . . 7 . . 

a cio, cur its hatred. A third fynagogue was formed, in 

third tobe which the fchifmatics affembled under the conduét 
built, of David Pardo. Itwas called the Houfe of Ifrael. 


As is the inevitable effect of all ecclefiaftical fe- 
parations, as well as civil wars, thele diffentions 
were accompanied with feuds. “The fynagogue of 
Ben Jacob efpoufed the feparatifts. But the ichifm 


Maion of ceafed, after it had continued fomewhat about twenty 
fynagogues, YEATS, and the three fynagogues united in one, to, 


which they gave, as to many others, the title of 
Talmud Thora, that is, the Study or Science of 
the Law, 


They have been careful to found {chools as well 
as itynagogues, one whereot is called the Crown of 
the Law, and has been governed by learned men. 
But that which motl difplays the profperity of this 
nation, is the great and ftately edifice they confe- 
crated in the year 1675, which has been fo delervedly 
admired by all judges of architecture, and fo much 
celebrated by their own preachers, that there has 
been a collection printed of the fermons delivered 
on that occalion. 


Vhefe preachers are not perhaps the only men 
that have done honour to the fynagogue, Te has 
had alfo many poets in the Jaft cencury, and has 
produced celebrated doctors. 


R. Menaffés was one of the moft learned and 
able cheologilts that has appeared among the Jews 
for many ages. He was of Spanifh origin, of the 
family of the Abravancls. At cighteen years of 
age he was chofen ac Amfterdam to explain che 
‘Talmud, in which employ he acquired a repura- 
tion which drew upon him the jealouly and enmity 
of the rabbies ; but he defpifed their calumnies, and 
continued his application to ftudy. Ele was not 
eipht and gwenty when he publifhed the ft part of 
his Conciljator on the Pentateuch, wherein he en- 
deayoured co reconcile the feeming, contradictions of 
Scripture, by the explications of ancient and mo- 
dern doctors, and his own conjectures. | “Uhis work, 
which he finithed afterwards, gained him univertal 
seputation, and, indeed, no rabbi has written upon 
this fubjeet with fuchiolid erudition. Tle compoled 
fome tine after, his problems upon the creation, 
{ lealto wrore a treatile on the refurrection, in which 
he undertook to prove the immortality of the foul, 
and its operations, not only whillt united ro the 
body, but after its feparacion, As he was head of 
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the fynagogue at Amfterdam, he was obliged to 
ftudy the rites and laws, fo that he wrote two tras 
upon them; oneof which was an abridgmentof the 
Mifnah, with this title, The Treafure of Jude. 
ments. The other particularly related to queitions 
concerning marriage, the condition of children, 
and the divifion of eftates. Healfo wrote a defence 
of the Babylonian Talmud; and compofed a trea- 
tife Conse nNe the Science of the Talmudifts, and 
of Rabbinical Philofophy. Fe tranflated Phocy- 
lides into Spanifh verle ; made queen Chriftina’s 
panegyric, and a prayer for the prince of Orange. 
He alio formed a delign of writing the hitlory of 
his nation, from Jofephus to his own time. It feems 
that he began this work, but could not finifh it. 
Another author formed the fame defign aiter- 
wards. . 


Bartolocci accufed him of having taken the ad- 4... 
vantage-of the civil wars in England, to prevail §.°* 
upon Oliver Cromwell to permit the Jews to fettle o 
there. On the other hand, a Jewith hiftorian af- 
firms, that Cromwell and his parliament invited 
him over to treac about that affair, Bur, without 
entering farther into the matter of fact, ic appears 
natural for him to endeavour to procure fuch an ad- 
vantageous fettlement to his nation as that of Eng. 
land. However, whether invited or not, itis plan | 

| 
| 


he came over to England with that defign, and was 
well received by Cromwell and the parliament, as‘ 
was his Apology for the Jews, in which he exploded 

all che calumnies raifed againft his nation, and plead- 

ed their caufe fo well, that, if we may believe fome 

authors of thofe crimes, he obtained a much better 

fettlement, and greater privileges, for them, than 

ever they had enjoyed: before in England. 





Bartolocci charges him with other frivolous mat- 
ters, whichhereprefentsas crimes; fuch as his taking 
parc with the remonitrants, in order to obtain their 
triendfhip and proteélion, and printing his works 
without the approbation of the Chriftian divines; 
but he has been fufficiently cleared from thefe im- 
putations. He died at Amfterdam, in the year 1652, 
and left a fon, who inherited his prefs, and employ- 
ed it in printing fome of his father’s works. 


Menaffes had a panegyrift and friend in a famous 
phyfician, called Zacuth, who was born at Lifbon 
In the year 1575, Elis parents, who diffembled their 
Judailm, and made outward profeffion of popery, 
jenchim to ftudy atSalamanca andConimbra, From 
thence he returned and fettled in his native place, 
where he was much efteemed, becaufe he was very 
charitable to his poor patients, and performed con- y ;,.. 
fiderable cures at court. He wrote many books, sires 
and amongtt others an Hiftory of thePrincipal Phy- nie. 
licians, which he dedicated to a canon of the cathe- 
dral of Lifbon, and refidentiary in that metropolis. 
After having diffembled chirty years, he retired to 
Amfterdam, where he was circumcifed, and died a 
Jew, leaving feveral works unfinifhed, which he 
defigned to print. Thofe he publifhed were of the 
phyfical kind. 


Athias, 2 native of Spain, taught at firfl at Ham- 
burg; but he came trom thence to Amfterdam. 
He printed a bible, which was greatly efteemed. Al 
Mr. Vander Hoogt has given a new edition of this me 
bible, much more exact, "The preface of this Jearned 
man explains his defign and manner of executing 
it. 

Athias’s Treafure of Precepts and Judgments was 
printed firlkar Venice, with che approbation of all the 
lages of that country. ‘Phe author thought himlelf 
obliged to trear on this fubject, becaule the mol 
uleful of all books are thole that teach the fear ot 
God, ‘I'he preceding doctors had compoled many 
of them, bur the Spanifh dilperfion had deltroyed 
great part of thele works. elides, thefe ancient 
writers Compoled them in Arabic, which was chen 
better underttood. le proves thi this creatile was 
neceflary, becaute the law withour a commentary, 
ig a corch without Hehe, and to rencer ie more 
uleful, he joined wadition to the law, and practical 
rules to ipeculative truths. de explains allo the 
knowledge of thole rites which are not at prefent 1 
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ufe; that the Jews, who know them, being con- 
vinced of their excellency, may ardently defire their 
reftoration. The commentary upon each precept is 
fhort, and well adapted ro explain the Jewifh 
laws. 


Ifaac Aboab, who came from Brafil, was not only 
a reputable preacher, but a great cafuift. He tran- 
flated a work, called Irira’s Gate of Heaven, from 
Spanifh into Hebrew, from whofe verfion it has fince 
been rendered into Latin. He publifhed a para- 
phrate upon the Pentateuch, and fung Motes’s Tri- 


umph in heroic verte. - 


Moufaphia was another Jearned man, who com- 
mented on the Jerufalem Talmud. He fludied a 
Jubject that was {till more obfcure and intricate, as 
he undertook to explain the flux and reflux of the 
fea. He was fo perteét a matter of the Hebrew 
tongue, that he compoted a dictionary, in which he 
took a more ealy method than had been hitherto 
adopted. 


We ought not to forget Spinofa, who made him- 
felf famous by the fingularity of his tenets. He was 
born at Amiterdam in 1632. His parents were Por- 
tuguefe Jews, in good circumftances; but he re- 
ceived nothing but a bed from his father’s poflel- 
fions, and always lived in poverty. He did not 
afpire to follow the law, and imitate the rabbies, but 
learnt the trade of polifhing glaffes, and making 
fpeétacles. He compared himfelf to a ferpent thac 
bites his tail, becaufe he had nothing left at the 
year’s end, though he lived upon milk and gruel. 
He had learne Latin of Vanden Ende, who taught 
then at Amfterdam; and who, retiring to Rikpus, 
embarked in the Chevalier de Rohan’s coni{piracy, 
and was executed. It is pretended it was this pe- 
dant that fowed the frft feeds of acheifm in Spi- 
noix’s mind. But it was Defcartes’s philofophy 
which gave him a diflike to the principles of the 
rabbies. He did not find in their writings thofe evi- 
dent truths buile upon demonttrations, which Del- 
cartes recommends to his difciples. When he was 
perceived to neglect the fabbath and iynagogue, 
they attempted, in vain, to retain him bya peniion 
of a thouland livres. By this refuial he incurred fo 
violent an hatred, that it was refolved to ftab him. 
As he came from the old Portuguele fynagogue of 
Amfterdam, he faw a man with a dagger in his 
hand, and endeavoured to fhun him; and, indeed, the 
blow only reached his coat, which he kepr in me- 
mory of this event. Not thinking himfelf fafe in 
his native country, where the Jews were numerous 
and potent, he fought a retreat near Leyden, and at- 
terwards atthe Hague. He hadthe great excommu- 
nication thundered again{ft him; but he protefted 
againit this fentence given in his abfence, and figni- 
fied his proteftation by a writing in Spanifh, ad- 
dreffed to the rabbies in the fynagogue. He pub- 
lifhed firft ageometrical demonttration of Defcartes’s 
Principles; afterwards his Meditations; and at laft 
produced the Traétatus Theologico Politicus, in 
which he formed anew fyftem, that makes himmuch 
efteemed by thofe who are called Frecthinkers in 
Holland, Germany, and-France, from whom he 
received feveral invitations, and large encourage- 
ments; but he refufed them all, and died at the 
Haguein 1677, aged forty-four years. Heleft behind 
hima feé that has efpoufed his principles. We 
cannot tell whether it be numerous, fince ic is con- 
ftituted of perfons difperfed in different places, 
who torm no body or fociety. 


As Spinofa had many followers and difciples, fo 
alfo had he many oppofers of his own nation, par- 
ticularly the learned Balthazar Orobio, a Spaniard 
by birth, and a phyfician by profeffion. His parents, 
who proteffed the Roman religion, taught him be- 
times to diffemble like themfelves. He ttudied phi- 
lofophy, and became metaphyfical reader in the uni- 
verfity of Salamanca, being a lover of this f{cience, 
which was then much cultivated. He afterwards 
became.a phyfician at Seville, where he was feized 
by the inquifition, becaufe he did not fufficiently 
conceal his religion to remove all fufpicion. At 
length, tired with diffembling, he came to Amfter- 


CONTINUATION or tne HISTORY or tre JEWS. 


dam, wascircumcifed, and made open profeflion of 
Judaifm. He practifed phyfic there with great re- 
putation ; and aiffures us, har his preffing occupa- 
tions did not permit him toapply himielf to itudy as 
he could with. When Spinofa’s book appeared, heat 
firlt defpifed it on account of its author; bue when 
he recelved Bredenburgh’s anfwer to it, in which 
that author agreed with Spinola in two dangerous 
pofitions, he icemed to hefitate about them. Orobio 
undertook to confute them both, and in the execu- 
Hon of this taik proved hinielf an able metaphy- 
ician. 


There have been eminent rabbics in other cities. 
David Cohen de Lara, Hoziel’s difciple, is compa- 
red to Hercules, the conqueror of monflers. He 
compoted the City of David, in which he proves the 
analogy of the Hebrew with the Greek, and many 
other languages. He wrote allo the Crown of the 
Prieithood, which a di€tionary much larger than 
Nathan’s, fince he has added two thoutind words 
toit. He tranflated the Beginning of Wildom out 
of Hebrew into Spanifh, a title borrowed from thele 
words of Solomon, ‘S The Fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of Wifdom.” Bartolocci has not men- 
tioned this latt work; but yet it is evidently his, 
fince a Spanith poet, who has written his encomium, 
and mutt have known him, attributes it to him. 


Vhe laft we fhall mention ts Juda Leon, fo well 
known for his defcription of Solomon’s temple, 
which fine piece he compofed ac Middleburgh. 
The Spaniards claim his birth, becautt he was ori- 
Sinally of that country; but he leftic in purfuit of 
a liberty which he wanted in his native foil. ‘That 
he might have a clearer idea of the temple of Je- 
rufalem, he built one of wood, upon the plans he 
had drawn from feveral authors of his nation. Ee 
atterwards formed the defcription of his edifice, 
which he publifhed firft in French, and printed 
at Amfterdam. Lie likewite enlarged this work, 
and tranfMated it into Hebrew. The learned ad- 
mired fo exact a picture of this ancient edifice; and 
the duke of Brunfwick ordered it to be tranflated 
into Latin, that he might judge of it himfelt. Juda 
added to this firft work, a Defcription of the Taber- 
nacle, a Treatife on Cherubims, and an Explication 
of the Pialms. He undertook alfo to expound all 
the metaphorical paffages of the Talmud. He tays 
himfelf, that this work coft him a great deal of Ja- 
bour and pains. He wrote a narrative of fome con- 
ferences he had maintained againft fome Chriflian 
doctors. But thefe two laft tracts were never prin- 
ted; nor that of the Manner of offering the Morn- 
ing and Evening Sacrifice. 


Other emi- 
nent rabbies 


The Jews are nolefs numerous and flourifhing at Jewspower- 
the Hague, where they have alfoa noble fynagogue, ful and opu. 


and where thofe who are become wealthy itek a 
peaceable and delightful retirement. Here they en- 
Joy the greateft profperity, live in the greateft lux- 
ury, and in the moft fumptuous edifices. Yet fuch 
is their happinefs under that government, that they 
enjoy their wealth and grandeur without raifing the 
jealoufy, zeal, and envy of the populace; whilit the 
refl carry on a confiderable traffic both at home and 
abroad, without being liable to thofe heavy impofi- 
tions, vexations, profecutions, prefcriptions, and 
other difafters, under which we have feen them 
Zroan in other parts of Europe. 


In England they are allowed full liberty of their 
religion, 2 full freedom of trade, and the quiet en- 
joyment of their property. They are like thofe of 
Holland, commonly diftinguifhed into German and 
Portuguefe, or more properly into northern and 
fouthern, and have each their refpective tynagogues, 
chiets, fchools, &c. but no academy; {e that they 
are obliged to fend their youth to be educated in 
Germany, or at Amfterdam. The former are by 
tar the more indigent, as well as zealous for their re~ 
ligion, and careful to inftruét their meaneft chil- 
dren in it; whereasthe latter, being rich, andfome of 
them opulent, are more remifs in all thefe refpeéts, 
infomuch that many of them cannot fo much as uns 
derftand the liturgy of their fynagogues, but have 
it tranflated into Portuguele. The character of the 
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lower rank, efpecially fuch as deal in the peddling 
mercantile way, is but indifferent. 


CHAP. XXV. 

Prefent fiate of the Fews in all parts of the world. 
R. Luzati’s account of them. That of R. Me- 
naffes. A Fewifh infeription at one of the Azores. 
Ten tribes, where. Whether the ten tribes are in 
China. Alvarez’s account of them. Prefent ftate 
of the ‘fews in the eaft. In the Ottoman empire. 
Divifion of the weft into two parts. Great freedom 
in Poland. Complaints againft the Proteftants ob- 
viated. ‘fews highly value themfelves. 


y A 7E have now brought the baer of the eaftern 

and weftern Jews down to the clofe of the 
t7ceh cencury. It remains only that we give our 
readers an account of their prefent ftate in all parts 
of the world. Several eminent writers, both of their 
nation, and among the Chriftians, have endeavoured 
to afcertain their number, among whom we fhall 
only feleé&t fome few, who feem to have been the 
moit fuccefsful in their enquiries. 


R. Simon Luzati, who taught at Venice, owns 
it to be very difficult to give an exaét account of 
the Jews at prefent, difperfed into fo. many places. 
« We cannot (fays he) give any certain intelligence 
¢ of the ren tribes Salmanazar carried away ; nor Js 
“it known where they are, though the whole 
« world be fufficiently known. To begin with the 
¢ eaft. We know there are abundance of Jews in 
“rhe kingdom of Perfia, though they have but 
“ little liberty. The Turkifh empire is their chief 
“ retreat ; ‘hot only becaufe they have been fettled 
“ there along time, but becaufe many of thofe ba- 
“ nithed out of Spain retired thither. ‘There are 
«© more of them at Conftantinople and Salonichi, 
“‘than in any other place. They reckon above 
“ fourfcore thoufand in thefe two cities; and above 
“4 million in the empire of the grand feignior. A 
<¢ oreat number of pilgrims come from all corners 
<¢ 6F the world to Jerufalem; and confiderable fums 
“ are fent there for the benefit of the poor, and to 
* keep up the academies. There are many of them 
“Cin the dominions of the emperor of Germany ; 
“¢ but they are more numerous in Poland, Lithu- 
“ania, and Ruffia. Here we have academics and 
“¢ difciples in great numbers, who ftudy our civil 
* and canon laws, becaufe we are allowed the pri- 
 vilege of judging in all civil and criminal cafes 
<‘ which happen in the nation. There are not fo 
« many Jews in the Proteftant ftates which feperate 
“from the Roman church; yet they treat them 
“¢ with great charity and indulgence in the Low 
“ Countries, particularly at Rotterdam, Amfter- 
“ dam, and Hamburgh, becaufe thefe merchandiz- 
“* ing cities are open to foreigners. All the Italian 
“princes receive the Jews, countenance, protect 
“them, and inviolably maintain their privileges 
“ without alteration; and J believe there are not 
“lefts than twenty-five thoufand in this country. 
“© Wez and Morocco, and the other neighbouring 
“ cities, which are not fubjec to the Turks, con- 
“tain greater numbers, becaufe they are not re- 
© mote from Spain or Portugal, from whence they 
“may retire thither. There are other places upon 
“ the coalt of Africa which are alfo peopled with 
** Jews; but as we know but little of them, it is 
** hard to fix their number.” Thus this Italian rabbi, 
“* who notonly fince taught at Venice, defcribed the 
ftate of his nation; to which let us add the account 
which Menafles has left us. 


Menaffes obferves, that this oracle cannot be ap- 


plied to the return from the Babylonifh captivity,’ 


becaule God did not then recall all the difperted 
tribes, nor all the Mraelires that were fcattered 
among the nations. The deliverance promifed is 
called the fecond, becaufe that general one from 
‘egypt was before it; whereas the return from Ba- 


bylon only refpeéted two tribes; and when the If. 
raelites left Affyria, to pals into the Holy Land 
they did not crois the Nile, nor any river of Egypt 
or Ethiopia, as it was promifed they thall at the 
general redemption; or the waters of the Nile and 
Euphrates fhall be divided to leave a free paflage to 
the tribes, like the waters of the Red Sea, when I. 
.rael came out of Egypt. 


Hence he concludes, that Ifaiah intimates the 
general return of the nation, and the different places 
it fhall come from. The prophet fpeaks, 1. “ Of 
*¢ Affyria and Egypt, becaufe in thefe two provinces 
‘© the twelve tribes fhall be re-united. 2. He men- 
** tions Pathros, by which we muft not underftand 
either Pelufium or Petra, but the Parthians ly- 
ing near the Calpian Sea, where many doors 
place the river Sabbation, beyond which dwell a 
great number of Jews. 3. Cufh is Ethiopia, 
And in reality, there are many tribes in Abyfiinia, 
4. Elam isa province of Perfia, on the other fide 
of the Euphrates, where we find hideous deferts, nor 
inhabited, in which one part of the nation is con- 
cealed. 5. Shinar is another province near Ba- 
bylon; for Modes has fituated Babel in the Jand 
of Shinar; and Daniel relates, that Nebuchadnez.- 
zar carried the veffels of the temple into the land 
“* of Shinar. 6, The fcripture fpeaks often of Ha- 
maths: and the Chaldee paraphraft, who is fol- 
lowed by many interpreters, affirms, that this is 
Antioch. They .reckon twelve cities of this 
name,. which have been built in divers places by 
different princes; but this is the city of Antioch 
in Afia, in Tartary. 7. The Septuagint interpre: 
ters have tranflated the word Hamath by the eaft, 
and they had reafon for it, becaufe Hamath is, 
perhaps, the fame thing with Hamah, the fun, or 
the eaft. So that the prophet fpeaks there of 
the Jews, who are, at preient, difperfed in the 
“ eaft of the Holy Land, that is, in the Great Afia, 
the Eaft-Indies,.and China. 8. Ifaiah declares, 
that the Ifraelites fhould come from the ifles of 
the fea, for fo many interpreters have tranflated 
it. But it ought to be tranflated the ifles of the 
welt, -becaufe, in all the places: where.the fcrip- 
ture fpeaks of the four parts of the world, it 
means the weft, by the word yam; and the pro- 
phet, under this expreffion, includes all that are 
‘< towards the fun-fetting, weftward of the Holy 
‘ Land; that is, the Jews who, at prefent, people 
acertain part of America. : 


“ Laftly, the prophet afirms, that God fhall bring 
back the out-cafts of Hfrael; and he'ufes a word 
which fignifies feparated, (excommunicated, ) be- 
caufe, in reality, the ten tribes, feparated from the 
reft, not only inhabit places very remote from the 
Holy Land, but are concealed in the extremities 
of the earth, and in the provinces peopled by the 
Gentiles; but for the Jews, they are difperfed, 
*“and God fhall gather them together from the 
*€ four corners of the earth. Becaufe, indeed, the 
“tribe of Judah is difperfed in different places, 
and it has fynagogues in America, it fhall re- 
turn from all the corners of theearth; but there 
“fhall be no more divifion or jealoufy betwixt 
thefe two parts of the nation, betwixt Ephraim 
and Judah, as fays the prophet Ezekiel. ‘There 
fhall be but one king, and they fhall be no more 
two nations; neither fhall they be divided into 
two kingdoms” 


n 
a 


We pretend not to reconcile thefe two rabbies, 
nor to follow them ftep by flep; yet the general 
account they give us of the prefenc condition 
of the Jews deferves to be confidered. They do 
not agree about the the fate of the ten tribes; forone 
fays, they have been deftroyed long ago: and the 
other maintains, that they are concealed in Ame- 
rica, and in feveral places where Divine Providence 
has conveyed, and miraculoufly preferves them, till 
they appear again at the general deliverance, when 
they fhall come from all the places they inhabit, and 
rendezvous in Aflyriaand Egypt, from whence they 
fhall all fly to Jerufalem like birds to their neft. 
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Menafts fupports his opinion upon the people of 
America’s being unknown, and not appearing to 
have any communication with the reft of the inha- 
bitants. The Spaniards affirm, that, when they 
came into Peru, they found there a ftately edifice, 
dedicated to the Creator of the Univerle; fo that 
as the Indians were idolaters, and as yet had no 
knowledge of iron tools ufed in building houtles, 
this ftruéture mutt be confidered as a_fynagogue 
erected by the Jews. The Indians alfo approved 
this conjecture, fince their tradition fignied, that 
this palace had been built by a bearded nation, 
more ancient than che Inchas. 


R. Menaffes likewife quotes an infcription found 
in the iflandof St. Michael, ong of the Azores, men- 
tioned by Genebrard, which, though fomewhacdiffi- 
cult to be decyphered, unlefs it be by a tranfpo- 
fition of letters, yet, by the character and words, 
appears plainly enough to have been made by lome 
Jews who arrived in this ifand. 


Tc appears to us chae the ten tribes fubfift fill in 
the ealt, and in mott of the places where Salmanaflar 
carried them. We haveatready oblerved, that Sal- 
manafiar had placed them upon the banks of the 
Chaboras, which falls into the Euphrates, which 
is the fame river the Greeks call Abboras. Proco- 
pius fays, it was a great river. Indeed, Julian’s army 

afled over it upon a bridge of boats. Strabo fays, 
it run near Anchemufia, which fome have thought 
a city, and others a province depending on the Per- 
fians; becaufe Ammianus Marcellinus places a ci- 
tadel, called Batne, in it. ‘Vhis river emptied it- 
felf into the Luphrates; and at its mouth itood 
Carchemis, fince called Cercufium. On the welt 
was Prolemy’s Chalcitis, andthe city Carra. On 
the eaft was the province of Ganzan, betwixt the 
two rivers Chaboras and Saocoras. ‘This was the 
firft fituation of che tribes. But they fpread into 
the neighbouring provinces, and upon the banks 
of che Euphrates. The ten tribes were itil) in being 
inthis country when Jerufalem was deftroyed, fince 
they came in multitudes to bring their oblations to 
the temple. They fubfitted there from that time 
to the eleventh century of the Chriftian church, 
fince they had their chicfs of the captivity, and 
molt flourifhing academies. 
confiderably weakened by perfecutions, yet travel- 
lers of that nation difcovered many of their bre- 
thren and dynagogues in the twelfth and fourceenth 
centuries. No new colony has been fent into the 
eatt, nor have thote that were there been driven out. 
Ac this day a great number of Jews are to be found 
in Perfia, We have alfo deduced our hiflory from 
age toage, without obferving any other change than 
what was caufed by the different revolutions of that 
empire, the various tempers of the governors, or 
the inevitable decay of a nation which only fubfifts 
by toleration, We have therefore reafon to con- 
clude, thac the ten tribes are (til in the eailt, and 
that they are neither deltroyed, or gone from 
thence into fome remote quarter of the world. They 
are fo blended one tribe with another, that they 
cannot now pofiibly be dittinguithed ; and it could 
hardly, without a miracle, have happened other- 
wife during fo long a feries of ages, and fuch vi- 
cifficudes 4s they have undergone. 


jt is therefore reafonable to conclude, that the 
ten tribes are at prejent difperted in Perfia, and all 
the eatt; and that thofe in America conftitute no 
body; fo far are they from having kings, and pof- 
feffing a great extent of land unknown to the moft 
exploring travellers. 


Several authors, both Jews and Chriftians, have 
Vikewile affirmed, thar the ten cribes were itil] pre- 
ferved in China. One of the former teils us thar 
there was a fynagogue ac Pekin, which had coft 
them 10,000 crowns to repair. He afferted, that 
they had been fettled in this province above five 
hundred years, and that they religioufly preferved 
one of the five books of Motes, which he called 
Sepher Vhora. He «ould not read Hebrew, having 
negleéted the fudy of it in his youth; fo that he 
was excluded trom the offices and government of 
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the fynagogue, which his brother exerciled, becaute 
he underllood the language; but he repeated the 
hiltorical parts of the Old ‘Veftament, particularly 
thole of Abraham, Judith, and b{ther. Ie added, 
that there were, inthe capital of the province of 
Chequiam, many fynagogues, and Ilraclitifh fami- 
lies ; for they give themfelves thar name, becaule, 
being the. potterity of the ten tribes, they knew not 
that of the Jews. 


_ Alvarez, who had lived in China a confiderable 
time, affirms, that they had been fettled there above 


account of their fervices and Hdelity to king un, 
that they were very numerous in fome provinces, 
and had fynagogues in mott of their great cities, but 
more efpecially in thac of Honan, and in_Wat- 
tong-fu, where they have a repofitory for the facred 
volume, adorned with rich curtains, and in which 
they preferve an ancient bible in Hebrew characters. 
Theie Jews, however, we are told, know nothing 
of Hebrew, and only mention the names of Abra- 
ham, Haac, and David; are very ignorant, and re- 
milfs in their law, even to che neglecting of circum- 
cifion, becaufe the Chinefe upbraid them with che 
cruel of performing the ceremony on innocent 
abes. 


We are ftill more at a lofs what to think of a 
letter which the Jews of Cochin are faid to have tent 
fome time ago to the fynagogue of Amiterdam, Im- 
norting, ‘© That they withdrew inco the Indies ac 
“the ume that the Romans conquered the Holy 
“Jvand. ‘Vhey affirm, they have had feventy-cwo 
“kings there, fucceeding one another for a thou- 
“fand years; and that then adivifion arifing thro” 
“ the jealouly of two brothers, who difputed the 
“ crown, the neighbouring princes fubdued them. 
“ Irom chat time they continued fubjeét tothe In- 
“ dian kings. Jdowever, they bad given fo many 
“ teftimonies of their loyalty to thefe princes, that 
“ Samuel Caltoel, who died in 1640, was governor 
* of Cochin, and left his government to a man of 
“ the fame name and religion wich himfelf” But 
this fucceifion of feventy-two kings, founded upon 
the retreat of the Jews to Cochin in Titus’s time, 
feems only an invention to fupport the dignity of 
the nation. They refer us to remote times and un- 
known hiftories, becaufe there is nothing to be 
found in this prefent worth our admiration. 


All that wecan infer from thefe various accounts prefent 


is, that there are now fome Jews difperfed in the ttue of the 
Jews in the 
- calt, 


Iéaft-Indies. There are fome of them at Cochin, 
Gora, Malabar, in China, and even in the ifles of 
America; but they are not the ten tribes that pafled 
into thele countries. ‘They are merchants, drawn 
thither by commerce from ail the tamilies of the 
difperfion, which can only be diflinguifhed by an 
uncertain, not to fay entirely falfe, tradition, —Be~ 
fides, there is no place whicre the nation have kings, 
and afdupreme government. They live in the eail, 
and in America, as in /urope, under the dominion 
ot Chrittian or Infidel princes. In fine, if we would 
feck out the remains of the ten tribes, we mutt do it 
only on the banks of the Euphrates, in Perfia, and 
the neighbouring provinces, as we have fufficiently 
proved. 


In Turkey, Fez, Barbary, and Egypt, indeed, 
they are fomewhat more rolerared, and fometimes 
admitted into public functions, efpecially in Egypt. 
The-Ottoman princes even fend them upon fome 
embaffies, in which they value themielves on mak- 
ing a figure for the credit of their nation; and their 


them io numerous, that they are reckoned to amount 
toa million; fothat, upon the whole, we may allow 
them to be about one million, three hundred thou- 
fand, difperfed over the eaft. 


The Jewifh writers divide the weft between two 
fovercigns, or rather between two prevailing reli- 
gions, the Proteftants and the Roman Catholics. 


1. hey highly praile the popes ; tor popifh Rome part. 


(fay they) has always proteéted them, fince its 
Fk general, 


o 
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general, Titus, took Jerufalem. He was net general 
of papitt but of heathen Rome. But the popes fome- 
times have perfecuted inttead of protecting them. 
Nevertheiets, they have great reafon to glory in the 
papal proteétion; for the good they have received 
from it by far outweighs the evils. If the pope 
honours the Jews with his protection, the kings 
under his obedience treat them in an harfh and bar- 
barous manner. The Spanifh and Portuguete in- 
quifitions reduce them to the dilemma of being 
either hypocrites, or fubmitting to the flames. 


“he number of diffemblers is very confiderable; 
and it cught not to be inferred that there are no 
Jews in Spain or Portugal, becaufe they are not 
isnown; they are fo much the more dangerous, for 
not only being very numerous, but confounded 
with ecclefialtics, and entering into ecclefiaftical 
dignities. They are tolerated no where but at Metz, 
where the number of diffemblers is not fo great: but 
there are fome of them in trading towns, and they 


Great freee have a fanétuary in the cities of the empire. Poland 


dom in Poe and Zithuania are 
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a tar more fafe retreat for them, 
and here they are mott flourifhing. 

Their writers complain often of the Proteftants, 
as not having fufficient humanity. However, they 
find not among them the barbarous court of inqui- 
fition. They live peaceably in many cities where 
the reformation is eltablifhed; and Holland, of all 
places in the world, is that where they make the 
greatelt figure. 

It muft be confeffed that they are exceffive proud 


jews highly of their origin, and think it injurious to be fufpect- 


value thems ed either of bafenefs or treachery. 


Teives, 


Recall of 
the Jews 
oretold by 
Jofea, 


On thete ac- 
counts they highly refent every reftraint that is laid 
on them, and are uneafy and impatient under their 
prefent ftate of fervitude and fubjeétion to other 
nations, whom they look upon as their inferiors, in 
point of antiquity, religion, and national pre-emi- 
nence. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Recall of the Fews foretold by Hofea. Alfo by St. 
Paul. Endeavours taken to effe their converfion. 
Their difimulation. Ordinances of the council of 
Nice rejected. Inftances of falfe converfion. Forns 
of abjurations profecuted by the Greek church. Ex- 
traét of fome of the forms. Eftates of profelytes fe- 
queftercd. General remarks by way of conclufion. 


375. have now finifhed the hiftory of the Jews, 
W and fen this nation, diiperfed into all parts of 
the world, prelerve itfelt in. being, though defti- 
tute of all the ordinary bonds and ties of fociety. 
We find among them neither prince or high-prieit, 
who might re-unite his fubjeéts and people by an 
authority duly relpected. Indeed, the propher Ho- 
fea has foretold, that ‘6 the children of Hrael thall 
** abide many days without a king, and without a 
ef prince, and without a facrifice, and without an 
“image, and withoucanephod, and without tera-~ 
*¢ phim: afterward {hall the children of Hrael re- 
“curn, and feck the Lord their God, and David 
“their king.” By this the prophet defigns to re- 
prelent the remarkable itate of the nation. 1. {t 
Shall have no king or prince, Sovereign authority 
is the foundation of ftates; itis impoflible tofubflk 
without a centre of union, and a government that 
checks the infolence of the people, and punifhes 
their crimes. “The Jews preferred monarchical go- 
vernment before the liberty they enjoyed under 
their judges. At prefent they have neither king 
or governor. Atk them where are the kings of the 
nation, or the judges, thole deliverers and leaders 
that God fent them inftead of kings, they cannot 
produce one. 2. The facrifices made up the moft 
eflential part of their religion ; and the ephod, com- 
poted of precious ftones, in which was the Urim 
and Thummin, ennébled the high-prieft that wore 
ir. Vhe facrifices and the priett have been abolifthed 
for above feventeen hundred years. 3. It was na- 
tural for this people, who had Joft all chat was ex- 
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terior in its religion, to borrow the images and te. 
raphim from other nations. ‘The Jews? inclination 
for ftatues, and fenfible objects of religion, was io 
violent, that it could not be revreficd but by con. 
tinual and fingular chattiiements. it is, indeed, the 
general inclination of mankind; for, upon examina. 
tion, you will find that aimoit all religions had their 
facrifices or idols, and commonly both. Liowever, 
the Jews have neither facrifices or teraphim, tho’ 
they are pafionately fond both of the one and the 
other. They can no Jonger facrifice at Ferufalem, 
and they never tall into idolatry, though they are 
encompaffed with idolatrous nations. 44. They are 
to remain in this condition many days thac ts to 
fay, along time. “Indced, feventcen centuries have 
already paffed fince they have been without king 
or governor, without image or facrifice. Vhey 
are not without God, but withou: the worthip they 
are obliged to pay him; for they have aeither facri- 
fices or ephod. 5. The latt circumftance és very 
remarkabie ; for Eiutea declares, they fhall eek 
David theirking. David has been long fince dead, 
and his pofterity is fo extinct or confounded, thar 
even the Jews cannot diflinguith it. David, thcre- 
fore, who fhall be their king, can be no other than 
the deliverer promifed by the prophets, and the 
Meffiah, to whom they fhall return. But fince the 
time of his coming is paft, and the prophet effec- 
tively fpeaks of a king who ecxiited betore they 
fought for him, we have reaion to believe that the 
Jews, by returning to God, fhall acknowledge this 
David, this anointed of the Lord, this Meffiah 
whom he hath fent. 


St. Paul hath alfo foretold that all Iftael fhall be , 
faved, and thatthe deliverer fhall come cut of Zion. 
Perhaps it fhould be tranflated 7o Zion; for this bet- 
ter agrees with the apoftle’s idea, who affirms, that 
the Goel, the Deliverer, by way of excellence, fhall 
addrefs himielf to the Jewifh nation: that is what 
Zachary fays, ‘* Rejoice, O daughter of Zion, be- 
hold thy king cometh unto thee”? Moreover, it 
was upon this hope of God’s recalling his people, 
that the fathers, and many divines, have maintained, 
that they were to be more kindly treated than the 
reft of the erroneous. 


Many attempts have been made to accomplifh 
this great work, and thofe who have laboured in it 
have fometimes brought over confiderable num- 
bers; but thefeconvertions have ever been fulpeéted. ° 
In the beginning of the fixth century the council 
of Agde in vain endeavoured to fecure the fidelity 
of the Jews that turned Chriftians. ‘¢ They return 
very often to their vomit,” laid the council. ** ‘Phey 
** are faithlefs in their promifes, and therefore they 
“* mutt be obliged to a fix months inftruétion among 
“the Catechumens ; and after that experiment be 
** baptized, upon affurance of their fincerity.” 
Which law was not to be violated, except tor chofe 
that were in clanger of death 5, for then they haften- 
ed their baptitim. 

A fecond council of Nice obferved, that the new 
converts wavered in their private opinion concern- 
ing Chriftianity, when they had embraced it; and 
therefore they were ordered to maintain their reli- 
gion, and to profets it publicly: anc at the fame 
time it was forbidden to baptize their children, or 
to appropriate their flaves, unlefs a man was fully 
affured of the fincerity of their faith, 

But thefe ordinances were neither received or con- 
ftantly oblerved: for Florus, who lived a little af- 
ter the Nicene council, has preferved the letter of 
a bifhop to the emperor, in which he implores the 
fecular arm againtk the Jews and their children. 
The emperor, to whom the letter is addreffed, was 
Charles the Bald. he prelate reprefents co the 
prince, that he ordered preaching every Saturday in 
the fynagogue, and that many people having em- 
braced Chrittianity, he had employed them to bring 
over the children, who were much eafier won than 
thofe who were grown obttinate in error; bur that 
the fathers, difgufted with this artifice, had fent 
moft of their children into the cities of Mafcon, 
Vienna, and Arles, where they were more powerful 
and numerous, which had difpleafed him. He 

added, 
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added, that he had fummoned all the Jews before 
him, and upon afxing whether any would em- 
brace Chriftianity ? iintiediately fix children threw 
themlelves at his feet, and dctired baptifim ; ancl 
that this example had been followed by forty feven 
others. He concluded irom thence, that, ic the 
emperor gave his orders to the bifhop of Arles, and 
torced him todo the fame thing, many of them 
mighe be gained: and the motive was the more 
turcible, becauie, if ic be an act of charity to rcicue 
aman trom the jaws of wild bealts thac would de- 
vour him, it is much greater to deliver a foul out 
of che hands of thole who would dettroy it. 


Tt appears that this bithop mide no teruple to 
baptize Jewith children, by forcing chem from their 
fathers; and that che authority ot the fecond Ni- 
cene council was not refpected in France, which 
condemned thele baptifms, thac contradicted the 
Jaws of nature. St. Remi aflirms, indeed, chat he 
jent back many children, without doing them any 
violence; but yee he baptized all he could get, tho” 
void of knowledge. Phe complaint he made of 
thoie fathers, who took precautions againtt his fo- 
licitations, and the petition he prefented to the em- 
peror, to force the bifhop of Arles to follow his ex- 
ample, are arguments fufficient to. prove that this 
bifhop neither regarded the law of nature, or that 
of the council of: Nice. 


Jt was {till more openly violated, by maintaining, 
tharall Jews were the faves of Chriflians; tor here- 
by they appropriated their children, and had power 
to appropriate their perions, and co subject them to 
the feverelt flavery; whereas the council wouid not 
fo much as have cheir flaves appropriated, unlefs 
they were affured of the fincerity of theirconverfion. 








It cannot be matter of wonder that the Chriltians 
of thele times have been fo often deluded by con- 
verfions, fince they took fo little pains co render 
them valid. <Amongit the many inftances, we fhall 
only cite the following. 


Conrad Otton, after his baptifm, wrote violently 
againit the fynagogue. Le charged it St with hav- 
‘ing very tew pertons that read idebrew, and un- 
** derflood the Talmud, and other books neceflary 
“to the becoming learned; thac they lived there 
“like beafts, without thinking of futuricy; that, 
“in their prayers, they knew noc, for the mail 
“part, what they faid, and gave no attention; that 
‘great partof them Knew noc what they projeticd 
“co believe, or underttood fo much as the means of 
“falvation.””  Nevercthelefs, this devotce, to fcan- 
dalized by the ignorance of his brethren, quitted 
this profeffion in the univerfity of Altorf, and re- 
turned co Judaiiim. 


Some years 2go0 a rabbinical profeffor at Vienna, 
who was thought zealous tor Chriitianity, tor the 
fake of which he tranflated the epiflle of the Tice 
brews into Flebrew, and rendered bravanel’s com- 
mentaries upon the prophets into Latin, difappear- 
ed, to return to the fynagozue he had lett. 


In Spain and Portugal we find fuch 2s feem to be 
converts commonly ridiculing the converters. A, 
Portugueze, known by the name cf Rodrivzuez Cat- 
telli Albi, or White Cattle, but more by the books 
he publithed, which gave him the reputation of one 
of the molt ingenious men of his age, left his coun- 
try to feck a fanctuary at Rome.” Bur fearing his 
apoltacy would be feverely chaftifed, he went ro 
many other cities of Italy under the fame apprehen - 
fions. Waving diffembled in divers places, he re- 
treated to Vheilalonica, where feeing himfelr fecure, 
he profeffed the sclgion he had always believed, 
and difguited under the mafk of Chriftianity. 


The Grecian church thought it could not be too 
Precautious in admitting into its pale thofe of a ful 
pected faith; for we find fome marks of its feveriry 
in their forms of abjuration, which the Jewith pro- 
felytes were obliged to make. ‘Chere arté two. One 
13 inferted in the Greck ritual ; and the other found 
by Mr, Cotelier, in a manutcripe of the king of 
France’s library. This laft is much newer and 
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larger than the other, becaufe they add tot wh fortof 
pieces at pleature. We preter this Jatt formulary 
to the firii, becaute it is more ample, and we would 
with to avotd controverly. 


Firft, the pricitt obliges the converted Jew. to 


own thac he does it voluntarily, and that neither © 


a his convertion ; es vl de 


tear or hope has any intluence o 
that he has been led to ic neither by poverty, or the 
delire of riches, or hohours, or violence, or any hu- 
miuin motives. e was oblized allo to makea pro- 
teltation of his innocence, eit the change of his 
religion fhould be undertaken to avoid the punifh- 
ments he had deierved. “Vhis firlt article is not 
found in the ritual of the Greeks. 2. ite was made 
to abjure very preetely all che Jewith worthip, the 
unleavened bread, cireumeilion, the palfover, falls, 
labbaths, &c. 3. Flewas obliged to anathematite all 
the heretics and feels thac have been among the 
Jews. ‘Phe fectaries are here confidered as the de- 
Jenderg of traditiens, whereot rabbi Akiba made 
the firiteolleétions Annas compoted the leconds and 
Judas, one of the eimoneans, who vielaced the fib. 
oath, islooked upon asthe authorot thethird. “Phofe 
alfo were anathematized that kepe che teatl of Wlor- 
decatand Piaman, and the iatliiutors of another 
fealt, called Monopodana, becaute, ac its eclebra- 
tion, they danced upon one foot. “Chey anathema- 
tized Lihias Beajainin Zebedee, Abranvand Simba- 
tius, Who are looked upon as infidels. “Uhe prote- 
lycte was obliged co make a contedion of Faith; to 
which they have fubjoined feveral additions, accord- 
ing co the exigencies of the times. Luatlly, he was 
enjoined to dcchiue, that, if he made not this pro- 
feffion with his whole heart, without any delign co 
return to Judaitm, Wo ohe had ever any commerce 
with the Jews, cither by entering into their fyna- 
gogues, or eating with them, he imprecated-upon 
himtcli the fevereit vengeance. 








Attempts have been made to win them over 
by proniuie¢s of a temporal prolperity, which was a 
great temptation; but through an unaccounrable 
capriciouinels, they took away the eflates of the 
protelytes in trance; and Charles Vi. was oblived 


‘Lo prevent the confileagon of the goods of thate that 


were bapuized. 
tant, by which we tee, 1. Uhat they feized the « 
eftace of a Jew who embraced Chriflianity, and, in- 
flead of recompencing his faith, reduced him to a 
{tate of neceffity, 2. Lhe king had a thare in this 
oppreffion with the princes of the realm. 3. ‘Cho? 
he iffucd a declaration to prevent this abule, yet Jo- 
feph de Vala, who had been baptized by the name 
of Lewis de Pdarcourt, defiring this prince to re- 
{tore his eitate which they had contitcated, he orly 
gave him part of it, and afligned the reil to sonic 
of his courtiers. 


Gregory the Great, reverfing the practices above- 
mentioned, made a pomeot reclaiming, the errone- 
ous, by foothing them as it were into a love of 
Chriftianity. Pie difcharge! the Jews trom opprel= 
fivecxactions and buithenlome taxes, candidly jude- 
ing that thereby either the fathers or the children 
nught be brought over, and char, ifthe former were 
not truly converted, the latter mighe be baptized, 
and trained up in the Chriftian taith. But this Je. 
nicat method proved as ineNectual as the former ri- 
gorous clforts; for, in matters of conicience, where 
the principle is actuated by motives merely inte- 
refed, there can be no fincerity. “Uhe emperor Af- 
cadius therefore, percciving that the Jews came over 
tothe church only to fereen themfelves from profe- 
cution for crimes or debts, prohibited any from be- 
ing admitted thac were charged with acculations, or 
had not fatisfed che demands of their creditors. 


G 


Sometimes they have attempted to prevail with » 
them by introducing tuperilitions, rites, and the 
adoration of creatures of human formation: tho? 
nothing could be more repugnant to the end pro- 
policed. Upon the whole, ail the human means that 
have been uled to eflect the converfion of this peo- 
ple, have been rendered abortive by a kind of impe- 
netrable obduracy, and unconquerable prejudice 
which Jeems, as it were, congenial with their very 
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nature; a fubjeét that may afford fcope for fome 
inftructive remarks by way of conclufion. 


We find, then, from the correfponding teftimo- 
nies of hiftory, both facred and prophane, that, from 
the earlieft ages to the prefenct day, unbelief has 
been the grand fource of all the calamities that 
have betallen the Jews. Indeed, a difregard of 
divine revelation has proved, and ever will prove, 
mott deftruétive to the human race in general. Dil- 
obedience to the Divine command given to our firlt 
parents, was the fatal fource of all the woes entailed 
upon their wretched pofterity, who partook of their 
degeneracy, and, at the earlieft period, ¢vinced a na- 
tural averfion to good, and apropenfity toevil. Not- 
withftanding the fignal interpofition of Divine Pro- 
vidence, and the evident marks of the Divine dif- 
pleafure, the ancient Hebrews were almoft perpe- 
tually lapfing into idolatry, and falling into the 
commiffion of the moft atrocious enormities. Nay, 
the crying abominations of a degenerate world gave 
occafion tor the Divine vengeance to involve them 
in an univerfal deluge. 


When it pleafed the Almighty to reftrain the im- 
petuous torrent, and permit the remaining few, 
whom his mercy had fpared, to revifit the earth, 
Noah, indeed, gave moft demonftrative proof of 
his pious gratitude to an all-gracious deliverer; 
but his defcendents foon difcovered an innate ob- 
duracy, in peremptorily denying obedience to God’s 
efpecial command, and perpetuating their frantic 
folly in their impious and impracticable attempt of 
the tower of Babel. 


Yet in each fucceeding age there appears to have 
been referved a monument of Divine grace and fa- 
vour, and a grand example of piety and virtue to 
cotemporaries; as we find after Noah, there was an 
Abraham, an Ifaac, a Jacob, a Jofeph, and at length 
a Motes; who was honoured with the appellation of 
the Friend of God, and being the peculiar inftru- 
ment of conveying the immediate revelation of the 
Divine will to the people. 


A curious view of the moft fignal events which 
occurred in the early ages of the llebrew nation, 
will afford us a moft ftriking difplay of the Divine 
attributes, mercy, and juftice, as well as certain ef- 
feéts of human unbelief and impenitence. Difobe- 
dience fucceeded calamity, and calamity deliverance. 
Obedience was almoft initantaneoully rewarded, and 
difobedience almoftas inftantaneoully punifhed. The 
power of Omnipotence was exerted, and wonders of 


mercy and of vengeance were wrought; yet frail 
finful mortals were no fooner freed from the woe 
they deprecated, than they doubted the caufe of 
fuch mighty effects, and prefumptuoufly dared to 
fet Omnipotence at defiance. 


_ In fucceeding times the fame unbelief, the fame 
impenitence, too generally prevailed; whillt thefame 
tokens of the Divine approbation, and the Diyin 
difpleafure, refpectively attended them. They had 
line upon line, and precept upon precept; were never 
without a fhining example for imitation; yer a fj 
milarity of traits marked their character: they per. 
fitted in a faithlels, defponding conduét, till their 
kingdom and city were reduced to a mott defolate 
condition, and they could no longer be confidered 
as a nation, but a people ‘difperted throughout all 
quarters of the earth, and fubjeét to the vilett 
ignominy and contempt. 

The Hiftory of the Jéws affords a moft important 
leffon to thofe who call themfelves Chrittians, and 
a tremendous example to thofe who are too wile or 
rather too wicked, to fubmit to the Divine will, as 
revealed in the Sacred Oracles. -Our firtt parent ate 
pired to an equality with his Creator: his pretump. 
tion was checked by expulfion from the feat of blifg 
confummate, and confignment to mortality, with its 
attendant ills. The pride of the human heart has 
fince too frequently pretumed to explore the hidden 
purpofes of Omniicience, and fallible beings have 
dared to attempt to {can the traces of unerring wif 
dom. Mature experience, and fober reflection, will 
demonitrate that infidelity is the moft egregious 
folly. True wifdom will recur to its fountain, nor 
afpire to limits eccentric, and beyond its fphere. 
The Divine attributes are difplayed with all lutire 
in the works of creation and Providence: we can- 
not turnour eyes, or our thoughts, on an object, but 
it impreffes us with an idea of the Deity ; or, in other 
words, ‘‘ all Nature cries aloud through all her 
** works there is a God.” 


. Toconclude, if the above remarks are admitted, 
it follows that, as the fupreme and ultimate felicity 
of man confifts in a conformity to the Divine will, 
and as that will is only communicated by Divine re- 
velation, which holds forth competent inftructions 
throughout the whole, ir is his higheit wifdom and 
happinels to receive the fame with all the deference 
due to its origin, and to confirm himfelf and others 
in the belief and practice of it, by every means 


which his benevolent Creator hath put in_ his 
power. 
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IN THE WORKS OF ‘ 


FLAVIUS JFOSEPHUS. 


INTRODUCTION. 


S, in thecourfe of the work we now offer 
to the public, prophecies occur, which 
not only coincide with, but corroborate 

ma. the evidences for, the cruth of whar is cal- 
led, by way ofeminence, Sacred Hittory in particu- 
lar, as wellas revealed religion in general, we prefume 
that an illuftration of the paffages peculiarly allud- 
ed to, may be introduced with equal utility and 
propriety. Many eminent divines, and other learn- 
ed men, unite inopinion, that nothing tends more 
effectually co confirm Icrious Chriftians in their moft 
holy faith, or obviate the gainfayings of infidels, 
than a difplay of the time and manner in which 
events foretold by holy men, in ancient days, have 
been as remarkably as compleatly fulfilled. 


Thofe who admit that the all-pervading mind not 
only comprehends whatever is prefent and paft, buc, 
with one intuitive view, dilcerns whatever is to hap- 
penin future, mutt readily acknowledge the power 
of an omnipotent Jehovah, to cummunicate his will 
and pleafure to tuch_of his creatures, and in fuch 
way and manner, as feemeth meet to his infinite wil- 
dom. Yer, though it is the fole prerogative of the 
Almighty, and it has been his pleafure, to appoint 
and commiffion certain chofen agents to prophecy 
things to come, there have not been wanting, in all 
ages, men difpofed to carp, cavil, and impioufly 
aver their incredibilicy. 7 


Butall their efforts combined cannot invalidate 
demonftrative evidence, or fubvert facts founded 
on the bafis of truth. Such as review, with an im- 
partial eye, events recorded in hiftory, both facred 
and prophane, which, in thisinftance, throw great 
light on each other, muft difcover every truth of 
authenticity that can be had in points of this kind. 
They will alfo find things foretold in plain and ex- 

No. 53. 





plicit terms, though the period of accomplifhment 
was not at thofe times afcertained. They will alfo 
find their completion in ages following, and that in 
a manner correfponding with their prediétions. 
What clearer evidence, what more demionttrative 
proof can be required? Nothing furely can. with- 
itand them, but the moft perverfe contumacy, and. 
hardened infidelity. 


The Divine prophecies have been fulfilling for a 
feries of time: fome are pait, and others are actual- 
ly fulfilling at this day; fo that we have confirma- 
tion flronger than our progenitors, and are confe- 
quently more unpardonable, iff we rcjeét matters of 
fuch indifputable veracity: *¢ for many righteous 
“© men have defired to {ce thofe things which ye fee, 
and have not feen them; and to hear thofe things 
_Wwhich ye hear, and have not heard them.” Matt. 
xiii. 17. In a word, what ferved to exercife their 
faith, now ferves to confirm the opinion and judg- 
ment of us who live in this latter age. It appears 
then manifettly, that thofe who deny the authenti- 
city of the prophecies contained in the facred vo- 
lume particularly, muft have renounced all mental 
conviction, and the evidence of their very fenfes, 
and that they are as grofsly ftupid as they are fla» 
grantly impious. 


ce 
“ 


When we-cite the particular prophecies mention- 
ed by our author, place them in a comparative view 
with thofe in holy writ, produce and comment on 
the time and manner of their refpective comple- 
tions, wehopeit will be attended with advantage to 
our readers, and anfwer the main defign of our la- 
bour in this undertaking, which we folemnly de- 
clare, is, by endeavouring to illuftrate an important 
part of prophanc hiftory, to lead them to a perfect 
knowledge of thofe things that pertain to their ever- 
lafting intereft, to the grand fountain of truth, the 
infallible word of God. : 


7U CHAP, 
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The pro- 
phecy of 
oah. 


Pronounces 
his blefling 
on Shem 

and Japheth 


His malee 
diction 
againit the 
potterity of 
Yam. 


Of the Propuscises of Noan. 


CHAP. I. 


Noab foretells the future flate and condition of bis 
" pofterity. 


\ \ 7E find in Jofephus, as well as the facred wri- 

tings, that as foon as the earth began to reco- 
ver irs former ftate, after the dire effects of the late 
tremendous deluge, Noah applied himfelf to the 
cultivation of the ground, planting of vineyards, 
gathering and preffing the grapes, and producing a 
ttore of wine. 


It is farther related, that the patriarch, though a 
pious and virtuous man, having, after an oblation 
to the bountiful author of every good and perfect 
gift, drank too liberally of the liquor, became in- 
toxicated to a degree of infenfibility, and Jaid him- 
felf down in amanner that expofed him to fhame. 
His fon Ham, feeing the fituation of his aged parent, 
called his brethren, in derifion, to fport wich a fpec- 
tacle that could not but fhock minds the leaft fuf- 
ceptible of the emotions of filial tendernefs. Out 
of pious reverence, therefore, the other fons, Shem 
and Japheth, brought a covering, and veiled the 
fhame of their father. 


When Noah recovered his fenfes, and underftood 
what had paffed, he pronounced a bleffing upon his 
other children, after the good office they had ren- 
dered him, and at the fame time a bitter imprecation 
upon the defcendants of Ham; and this prophetic 
malediétion was followed, as will appear hereafter, 
witha Divine vengeance. Ham, indeed, in his own 
perfon, efcaped the curfe, froma tender regard in 
Noah to the ties of confanguinity. But it is now 
neceffary to advert to facred hiftory. 


_Theform of the malediétion runs thus: ** Curfed 
“be Canaan. A fervant of fervants fhall_ he be 
unto his brethren. Bleffed be the Lord God of 
Shem, and Canaan fhall be his fervant. God 
fhall enlarge Japheth. And he fhall dwell in the 
tents of Shem, and Canaan fhall be his fervant.” 
Gen. ix. 25, 26, 27. 


Te will appear, upon due reflection and attention 
to future events, that neither bleffing or maledic- 
tion fo immediately relate to the children of Noah, 
as to their pofterity, and the nations by them refpec- 
tively founded ; and alfo that it pleated the Judgeof 
all the earth todiiplay his moral government of the 
world, his approbation of virtue and averfion to 
vice, in the reward of the one, and the punifhmenc 
of the other, tor which wife and equitable purpofe 
he endued Noah with a prophetic fpirit, to make 
known his will to fucceeding generations. To 
confine the word and fpirit of ancient prophecy to 
individuals, or even particular perfons, argues a 
total mifconception of them; on the contrary, we 
mutt allow them a larger laritude, a more extenfive 
fcope,; we mutt confider them as referring to nume- 
rous bodies collected, even to whole nations, where- 
by we fhall be enabled to forma right judgment of 
the Divine fuperintendance over human affairs, 
ane reconcile the various difpenfations of Provi- 

ence. 


On this principle, therefore, we muft fuppofe the 
curfe of fervitude pronounced upon Canaan, as well 
as the bleffing of freedom promifed to Shem and 
Sapneth, not immediately relating to chem perfonally 
contidered, but as in an enlarged and extenfive view, 
comprehending their whole race. So, indeed, as 
betore_ oblerved, we muft judge of {cripture pro- 
phecy in general. 


The maledi€tion then uttered prophetically by 
the patriarch Noah, in fact referred to the race of 
Canaan, from his name called Canaanites, and from 
whote iniquities the Omnilcient Being delegated 
his ancient fervanc to foretel chat curfe which was 
moft jutily due to their common degeneracy. 
And it was the evident defign of the infpired pen- 
toan, Mlofes, in relating the fame, to encour: 
the E}ebrews or Iraclites in waging a neceflary war 





Cap], 


againft an abandoned race, who had renounced all 
claims tothe favour and protection of heaven, and 
were therefore deemed to fervitude from ah early 
date. 


Having thus pointed out the purport and mean- 
ing of this prophecy, it now remains that we pro. 
ceed to difplay the manner in which. it was fully 
completed. 


It is certain the Canaanites were. a moft wicked Thee 
and abandoned people, and it was for their great atin 
fins that the Almighty was pleafed to infli€t a moft ™ 
fevere punifhment not only on them, but their po. % 
fterity. They were addicted to practife the wort 
kinds of Idolatry.’ Their religion was bad, and their 
morals worfe, for. corrupt religion and_corrupt 
morals ufually generate each other. Was not, 
therefore, a curfe, in the nature of things, as well 
as in the juft judgment of God, entailed on fucha 
people and nation as this? It was not for the 
righteoulnefs of the Ifraclites that the Lord was 
pleafed to give them the poffeffion of the land of 
Canaan, but for the wickednefs of the people did 
he-drive them out of the country; and he would 
have driven out the Ifraelites in like manner, had 
they been guilty of the like abominations. See 
Levit. xviii. 24, &c. 
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The curfe pronounced on the defcendants of x... 
Ham particularly implies fervitude and fubjection, ms 
** Curfed be Canaan. A fervanr of fervants fhal] 
“he be unto his brethren.”? The defcendants, i; 
therefore, of Canaan were to be fubject to the de- of 
fcendants of Shem and Japheth; and the natural 
confequence of vice, in communities as well as in 
fingle perfons, is fubjection, flavery, and death, 








This part of the prophecy, however, was not 
fulfilled till feveral centuries after it was delivered 
by Noah, when the Ifraelites, who were the defcen- 
dants of Shem, under the command of Jofhua, 
invaded the country of the Canaanites, fmote above 
thirty of their kings, took poffeffion of their land, 
and made the Gibeonites and others fervants and 
tributaries; and the reft were after fubdued by So- 
lomon. The Greeks and Romans, who were the 
defcendants of Japheth, not only fubdued Syria and 
Paleftine, bur allo purfued and conquered fuch of 
the Canaanites as were any where remaining; as 
for inftance, the Tyrians and Carthaginians; the 
former of whom were ruined by Alexander and the 
Grecians, and the latter by Scipio and the Romans. ° 
From that period the miferable remainder of thefe 
people have been flaves; firft to the Saracens, who 
detcended from Shem, and afterwardsto the Turks, 
who. defcended from Japheth; and under_ whole 
dominion great numbers of them at prefent re- 
main. 






Haying thus explained the fulfilment of that part ™! 
of Noah’s prophecy relative to the defcendants of fs: 
his fon Ham, let us now confider the promifes he 
made to Shem and Japheth. And he faid, “‘ Bleffed 
“* be the Lord Gad of Shem; and Canaan fhall be 
* his fervant. The wickednefs of men_proceed- 
eth from themfelves, but their good from God; and 
therefore we find the old patriarch, ina ftrain of de- 
votion, breaketh forth into thankfgiving to God 
as the author of all good to Shem. God can cer- 
tainly bettow his particular favours according to his 
gocd pleafure; and falvation was to be derived to 
mankind through Shem and his pofterity. By the 
Lord being called the God of Shem, is plainly intt- 
mated, that the Lord would be his God in a parti- 
cular manner. : . 


The promife made to Japheth was this: “* God 
‘© fhall enlarge Japheth, and he fhall dwell in the 
** tents of Shem; and Canaan fhall be his fervant.” 
That Japheth was more enlarged than the reft is 
evident, he having much greater poffeffions, anda 
more numerous offspring than either of his brothers. 
The territories of Japheth’s pofterity were very 
large; for, befides all Europe, great and exten five a3 
it is, they poffeffed the leer Afia, Media, part of 
Armenia, Lberia, Albania, and thofe great regions 

towards 
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cowards the north, which were anciently inhabited 
by the Scythians, and at pretent by the Lartars. 


That the progeny of Japheth was enlarged, as 
well as his territories, evidently appears from the 
joch chapter of Genefis, wherein we find that Ja- 
pheth had teven fons, whereas Ham had only four, 
and Shem only five. “Phe expreffion “ and he thall 
“* dwellin the tents of Shem?” is capable ot adouble 
con{truction; tor thereby may be meant cither that 
God, or that Japheth, fhalldwelf in the tents of 
Shem. Thote who prefer che former conftruction, 
found their authoriry onthe literal fenfeot the words 
in the text, there being no other-noun to govern the 
verbs in the period chan the word God. “he whole 
fentence, therefore, according to this, fhould run 
thus, God will enlarge Japheth, and will dwell in 
the tents of Shem. Butletthe fenteor this exprel- 
fion be taken cither. way, ict is certain that the pro- 
phecy hath been mott punctually fultilled. | In che 
former fenfe te was fulfilled literally when the She- 
chinah, or Divine Prefence, retted on the ark, and 
dwelt in the tabernacle and temple of the Jews. In 
the latter fenfe ic was fulfilled firtt, when the Greeks 
and Romans, who {prung originally from Japheth, 
fubdued and poffefied Judea, and other countries 
of Agia, belonging to Shem; and again fpiritually, 
when they were profelyted co the crue religion; and 
thote who were not HIfraclites by birth, became H- 
raclices by faith, 

This firft prophecy of Noah’s is certainly a moft 
extraordinary one indeed. It was delivered near 
tour thouland years ago, and yet hath been fulfil- 
ling, through the feveral periods of time co chis day. 
Iris both wonderful and inftrutive; and is, as it 
were, anepicome o7 the hiflory of the world. 


CHAP. UH. 


Of the prophecies concerning Mbinaci, the fon of Abra- 
batt, by bis hand-iwaid Magar. ~ : 


FTER Noah, the next great patriarch we mect 

with in che Old Teftament is the pious A bra- 

ham, who was favoured with feveral Divine revela- 

tions. From him two very extraordinary nations 

defcended, namely, the Ifhmaclites and Ifraclites, 

concerning each of which people there are fome 
prophecies of the mott extraordinary nature. 


Ufhmiael was the fon of Abraham, by his hand- 
maid Hagar, who was an Egyptian; and though 
he was not properly the child of promife, yer he 
was diftinguifhed by fome exprefs predictions, for 
the comfort and tatisfaction of both his parents. 


After Fiagar had Med from the face of her mittrefs 
Sarah, who had deale hardly with her, (fee Gen. 
xvi.) the angel of the Lord found her tn the wil- 
dernefs, and faid unto her, ‘* Return to thy miftrets, 
Sand fubmit thylelf under her hands.” And the 
*° angel of the Lord faid unto her, I will multiply 
** thy feed exceedingly, that ic fhall not be number- 
** ed for multitude. And the angel of the Lord 
** faid unto her, Behold, thowart with child, and 
“© fhale bear a fon, and fale call his name [hmael, 
** becaufe the Lord hath heard thy affliction. And 
** he will be a wild man: his hand will be again{t 
** every man, and every man’s hand again{t him; 
** and he fhall dwell in the pretence of all his bre- 
“* thren.” 


We find, in the fucceeding chapter, that God 
romifes Abraham a fon by his wife Sarah, whom 
e fhould call Haac; bur, notwithitanding this, he 

fill referved a bleffing for Ifhmacl. “ Behold 
“* (faid he) I have blefled him, and will make him 
** truitful, and will multiply him exceedingly: 
** twelve princes fhall he beget, and I will take 
“ him a great nation.” After this, when Magar 
and Ifhmael were fent forth into che wildernefs, 
God faid unto Abraham, ** Andalto of the fon of 
“© the bondwoman will I make a nation, becaufe he 
“is thy feed.” Gen. xxi. 13. And the fame is re- 
peated ro Hagar, (ver. 18.) ** I] will make him a 
** great nation.” 


Of the Propnectes concerning IsuMAEL, the fon of ABRAIAM, 


Now, if we attend to the particulars mentioned 
in this prophecy, and trace che courle of events 
which afterwards took place, we fhall find the 
whole flri@ly fulffled, and thata parr of it is ful- 
filling even at this pretent period. —*¢ 1 will multi- 
** ply thy teed exceedingly, and it fhall not benum- 
** bered for multitude.” . And again, “* Behold, I 
“Shave blefléd him, and will make him fruitful, 
© and willimaltipty him exceedingly.” From thele 
two paflhges itis manifellly evident thar the pro- 
phecy does not fo much relate co Whmael himilelf 
as it does to his defcendants, whom it is foretold 
fhall be exceeding numerous; and this part of the 
prediction was molt amply fulfilled. 


Hagar, the mother of Ifimael, was an Egyptian; 
and when he grew to a {late of manhood, he mar- 
ried a woman of the fame country. In the courfe 
ofa iewyears hisownchildren and their defcendants 
became fonumerous, that they formed aconfider- 
able body of people, and were particularly ditkin- 
Suithed for the great traffic they carried on in difle- 
rent parts of Kgypt. After this [fhmacl’s defcun- 
dants were greatly multiplied in the Hagarenes, 
who were probably to called from his mother [a- 
gar3 in the Nabachazans, who were fo denominated 
trom his fon Nabaioth; in the Iturcans, who were 
fo called from his fon Jetur, or leur; andin che 
Arabs, (elpecially the Seenites and Saracens, ) who 
over-ran a Great part of the world; and his defcen- 
dants the Arabs are at this day a very numerous 
people. 

That part of the prephecy which fays, ‘* Twelve 
“© princes fhall he beget,” ts of a very particular 
nature indeed; notwithftanding which ic was mott 
ftrictly fulfilled. The names of thefe princes are 
recorded by Moles, who, after mentioning them, 
fays, “* Theleare the fonsof Hhmael, and thefe are 
“their names, by their towns, and by their caflles : 
*“ twelve princes according to their nations.” Gen. 
xxv. 16. We are nol, however, to underfland by 


' this expreflion, that they were fo many diflingt fove- 


reign princes, but only the heads of fo many clans, 
or tribes. Strabo frequently mentions the Arabian 
Plylarchs, (as he denominates them,) or rulers of 
tribes: and Melo, an heathen hiftorian, tells us, 
“© That {fhmael had, by his Lgyptian wife, twelve 
fons, who, departing into Arabia, divided the re- 
gion between them, and were the firft kings of the 
inhabitants; whence (even to our days, fays he) the 
A\rabians have had twelve kings of the fame names 
as the firft.? After che time of Mclo, the Arabs 
were governed by what was then called phylarchs, 
and lived in tribes; and this they {till continue to 
do, as appears by the teltimony of ‘hevenot, Mid- 
dleton, and other modern travellers. 


© And I will make hima great nation.” This 
part of the prophecy is repeated feveral times, and, 
as toon as the regular courle of nature would admit, 
was fully accomplifhed. ‘he defcendants of Ifh- 
mac], in procelsof time, grew up into a Sreat na- 
tion; fuch they continued for teveral ages; and, 
when we confider the prodigious numbers of them 
that fill inhabit the country, they may be juitly 
called ‘* a great nation.” ' 


*© And he will be awild man.” Ifhmael and his 
pottcrity were to be wild, fierce, favage, tanging: 
in the deferts, and not eafily fottened to focictys 
and whoever has read the accounts given of thefe- 
people by different travellers, muft know it to be a 
truce and genuine character.” It is faid of Ifimael 
(Gen, xx1, 20.) that “ he dwelr in the wildernels, 
“and became an archer;?? and the fame is no Jefs 
true of his defcendants than of himielf. “ He 
“dwelt in the wildernefs;” and his defcendants 
ftill inhabic the fame wildernefs; and many of them 
from the belt accounts we have, both ancient and 
modern, are total {trangers to agriculture, neither 
fowing or planting, but living entirely by plunder 
and rapine. ‘‘ And he becamean archer.” Such 
were the [tureans and mighty men of Keder, men- 
tioned by Ifaiah, chap. xxi. 17. and fuch the Arabs 
have been from the beginning to the prefent time. 
Itwas very late before they admitted the ule of fire 
arms 
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Of the Propuscizs concerning IsHMAEL the fon of ABRAHAM. 


arms in cheir country; and the greater part of them 
are {till {trangers to that inftrument of defence: for 
they conftantly praétife the bow and arrow, and 
are eficemed the moft fkilful archers in the uni- 
verfe, : et gs 

* And he fhall dwell in the prefence of his bre- 
* thren;” thacis, fhall dwell in tents, as many of 
the Arabs do at the prefent time. 


If we refle&t on this part of the prophecy, we fhall, 
on the firft view, think it very extraordinary, that 
** hishand fhould be againtt every man, and every 
*¢ man’s hand agatnit him,” and yet that he fhould 
be able to “¢ dwell in the prefence’ of all his bre- 
“ thren.” But, extraordinary as it was, this allo 
hath been fulfilled, not only in the perfon of Ith- 
mael, but likewite in his detcendants. With refpect 

to Uhmael himlelf, the facred hiftorian tells us, 


that “* the years of the life of Ifhmac! were an . 


*© hundred and thirty and feven years, and he died 
** in the pretence of all his brethren.” Gen. xxv. 
17, 18. Astor his poftericy, they dwelt hikewile 
in the prelence of all their brethren; and they fill 
fubhft a diltiné& people, and inhabic the coun- 
try of their progenitors, notwithftanding the per- 
petuat enmity between them and the relt of man- 
kind. 


It may be fuppofed by fome, that the reafon why 
thele people were never fubdued by any other na- 
tion is, that the country was never worth conquer- 
ing, and thac its barrennefs has ever been its preler- 
vation; but this isa mittake, for, by all the ac- 
counts we have, though the greater part of it be 
Jandy and barren deferts, yet here and there are in- 
ter{perfed beautiful fpots, and fruitful vallies. One 
partof the country wasanciently known and diltin- 
guifhed by the name of Arabia the Happy, which 
appellation it received on account of the natural 
tertiliry of the foil, in contraft to the barrennels of 
the other parts. “he whole country of Arabia is, 
by the oriental writers, generally divided into five 
provinces, the chief of which is called Yaman, and 
1s thus deicribed by the learned Mr. Sale, in his pre- 

face ta the Alcoran. ‘© The province of Yaman 
(fays he) has been famous, from allantiquity, for the 
wholefomenefs of its climate, its fertility, and riches. 
The delighttulnefs and plenty of it are owing to its 
mountains; for all that part which lies along the 
Red Sea is a dry barren defert, in tome places ten 
or twelve leagues over, but, in return, bounded by 
thofe mountains, which being well watered, enjoy 
an almoit continual fpring, and yield great plenty 
and varicty of fruits, and in particular excellent 
corn, grapes, and fpices. ‘he foil of the other pro- 
vinces is much more barren than that of Yaman, 
the @reater part being covered with dry fands, or 
rifing into rocks, interfperted here and there with 
jome fruitful ipots, which receive their greateit ad- 
vantages from their water and palm trees.” 


But, however fertile, or however barren and de- 
fclate, this country might be, yet it was certainly the 
intereft of the neighbouring princes and {tates, at all 
hazards, to endeavour to root out tuch a peltilent 
race of robbers. This, indeed, has feveral times 
been attempted, but never accomplithed. ‘They 
have, trom firlt to dail, maintained their indepen- 
dency; and, notwithftanding the moft powerful ef- 
forts have been made to deftroy them, they {till 
** dwell in the prefence of all their brethren,” and 
inthe prefence of all their enemies. 


On a judicious and circumfpect view of the re- 
{pettive particulars contained in this amazing pro- 
phecy, with the attonifhing manner in which cach 
article has been fulfilled, we fhall eafily perceive 


that the whole, from beginning to cnd, was guided ‘ 


by the direétion of Providence. The facred hifto- 
rian tells us, that chele prophecies concerning Ith- 
macl weredelivered partly by the angel of the Lord, 
and partly by God himfelf: and, indeed, who but 
God, or one railed and commiffioned by him, could 
deferibe fo particularly the genius and manners, not 
only of a fingle perfon betore he was born, but of 
a whole people, {rom the fir(t founder of the race to 
the prefene time? It was certainly very wonderful, 


and not to be forefeen by human fagacity or pru. 
dence, that a man’s whole pofterity fhould fo nearly 
reiembie him, and retain the fame inclinations, the 
fame habits, and the fame cuftoms throughout all 
ages. ‘Che waters of the pureft {pring or fountain 
are foon changed and polluted in their courfe; and 
the farther {till chey flow, the more they are incor. 
porated and loft in other waters. How have the 
modern Italians degenerated from the courage and 
virtues of the old Romans? [tow are the French 
and Englith polifhed and refined from the barbarifm 
of the ancient Gauls and Britons? In general, men 
and manners change with the times: but, in all 
changes and revolutions, the Arabs have continued 
the fame from the beginning. They ft 


they were at firft, following in every thing their 
great anceftor, and being entirely different from the 
reft of their fellow creatures. 


The great affinity that ftill fubfifts between the 
prefent Arabs and their progenitor Ifmmael, from 
whom they defcended, will appearevident from the 
following circumitances. Ifhmael was circumcifed, 
and fo are his polterity to this day; and as Ifhmael 
was circumciled when he was thirteen years of age, 
fo are the Arabs at the fame time. Iifhmael was 
born of Flagar, who was a concubine; and the 
Arabs {till indulge themfelves in the ule of merce. 
nary wives and concubines. He lived in tents in 
the wildernels, fhitting from place to place; and fo 
do his defcendants, even to the prefent time. He 
was an archer in the wildernels, and fo are they, 
He was to be the father of twelve princes, or heads 
of tribes; and they live in clans or tribes to this 
day. He wasa wild man, “ his hand againft every 
“© man, and every man’s hand againit him;” and 
they ftill live in the fame ftate of war, their hand 
againft every man, and every man’s hand againft 
them. 


If we refiect on thefe flrange circumftances, how 
wonderful muft itappear to us, that the fame people 
fhould retain the fame difpotition for fo many ages! 
But till how much more wonderful is it that, with 
this difpofition, and this enmity againft the whole 
world, they fhould {till fubfift an independent and 
free people! It cannot be pretended that no attempts 
were ever made to fubdue them, for the greateft 
conquerors in the world have almoft all, in their 
turns, attempted it, and fome have been very near 
effecting it. Neither can it be pretended that the 
drynefs or inacceffiblenefs of their country hath been 
their prefervation; for their country hath been often 
penetrated, but could never be entirely fubdued. 
{Large armies have found the means of fubfiftence 
in their country: none of their powerful invaders 
ever defifted on this account; and therefore, the 
reafon of their having with{tood every effort to con- 
quer them, muft be imputed to fome other caufe. - 
‘his was certainly no lefs than the Divine interpo- 
fition, and which will evidently appear, if we artend 
to the following very fingular particulars. 


Alexander was preparing an expedition againtt 
them, when an inflammatory fever cut him off inthe 
flower of his age. Pompey was in the career of his 
conquett, when urgent affairs called him elfewhere. 
Clius Gallus had penetrated far into their country, 
when a fatal difeafe deftroyed great numbers of his 
men, and obliged him to return. Trajan befieged 
their capital city, but was defeated by thunder and 
lightning, whirlwinds, and other prodigies, and that 
as often as he renewed his affaults. Severus be- 
fieged the fame city twice, and was twice repulfed 
from before it; and the hiftorian Dion (a man of 
yank and charaéter, though an heathen) plainly 
afcribes the defeat of thefe rwo emperors to the in- 
terpofition of a Divine power. i 


Tn fhort, if we confider the whole matter in its 
proper light, we cannot fail being of the fame op!- 
nion with this heathen hiftorian; for, without a DI- 
vine interpofition, how coulda fingle nation ftan 
out again{t the enmity of the whole world for any 
length of time, and much more for near four thou- 


_ fand years together? The great empires round them 
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have all, in their turns, fallen to ruin, while they 
have continued the fame from che beginning, and 
are likely to continue the tame to the end. 


The Arabs are the only people, except the Tews, 
who have fubfiited as a dittinét people trom rhe be- 
ginning; and in jome refpects they very much re- 
qemble cach other, as will appear by the following 
comparifons : 


1. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, are defcended 
fromAbraham; and both boat of their defcent trom 
that father ef the faichful. 


2, The Arabs, as wellas the Jews, are circumici- 
fed; and both profefs co have derived that ceremony 
from Abraham. ; 


3. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, had originally 
twelve heads of tribes, who were their princes or 
governors. 

4. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, marry among 
thentfelves, and in their own tribes. 


5. Vhe Arabs, as wellas the Jews, are fingular 
in leveral of their cuitoms, and are fkanding nionu- 
ments, to all ages, of the exadinels of the Divine 
prediétions, and of the veracity of Scripture Fe 
tory. ; 

We have only one obfervation.more to make on 
the fulfilment of the very fingular particulars con- 
tained in the prophecy relative to Abraham and Ih- 
wmael, and thacis, that they are fo incontrovertible 
as co defeat every attempt chat can be made to place 
them ina fallacious H@ht. We know the predic- 
tions delivered to Ifhmacl to be daily verified in his 
defcendants, and therefore have, as it were, occular 
-demon{tration for our faith; which is proving, by 
plain matter of fact, thar “ che Moft idigh ruleth 
**in the kingdoms of men,” and that his truth, as 
well as his mercy, ** endureth tor ever.” 


: CHAP. Iil. 


Containing an account of the prophecies concerniig 
Jacob and Ifau, the fons of Lfaac. 


T having pleafed the Almighty to difclofe unta 
Abraham the ltate and condition of his poflerity 

by lihmael, who was the jon of the bond-woman, he 
was likewile pleated to prediét fome things of 2 
much more importent nature concerning the potle- 
rity of Tiaac, who was the ton of his wife Sarah. 
‘Vhis fon was properly the child of promite; and the 


prophecies relating to him and his family, are much’ 


more numerous than chole relating to Whmael and 
his detcendants. 


Previous to the birth of Tthmael, the Almighty 
was pleated to make this promile to Abraham; “ In 
“thee fhall all families of the earth be ble fed.” 
Gen. xii. 3. But after the birth of Ifhmael by Ha- 
gar, and Ifaac by Sarah, the promife was limited to 
fiaac: ** tor in [aac thall thy feed be called.?? Gen. 
XX}, 42. And accordingly to Mauac was the promife 
repeated, ** fn thy iced ihall all the sations of the 
© earth be blefltds” which plainly intimated, thar 
the Saviour of the world was not to come from 


the family of ifhmuel, but from the defcendants of. ; 


Lina. 


The land of Canaan was promifed to Abraham 
and his defcenciants rour hundred years before they 
obtained pefviton of it, and ic was afterwards pro- 
miled to his fon ffaac: “* Sojourn in this land (fays 
** the Lord unto Tinac) and I will be with thee, and 
“will blefs thee: for unto thee and unto thy {eed 
“Twill give all theie countries, and T will perform 
“the vath which I iware unto Abraham thy fa- 
“© ther.” : 


This promife was ftri@tly fulfilled foon after the 
death of Moles, when the Iraclites got poffeffion of 
the land of Canaan through the affiftance and pro- 
tection of Jofhua, who fucceeded Mofes in the go- 
vernment of the people. In purfuance of thefe pro- 
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Of the Prorutcies concerning Jacos and Esau, the fous of Isaac. 
phecies, they remained in poffeftion for feveral ages ; 


and afterwards, when, for cheir fins and iniquities, 
they were to be removed from ic, their removal alio 
was foretold, both the carrying away of che ten 
tribes, and the captivity of the nwo remaining tribes 
for leventy years; as hkewife their final captivity 
and difperiion inte all nations. 


Abraham received a promile from God, that his 
pofterity fhould be multiplied exceedingly above 
that of others. ** J will make of thee agreat na- 
“tions”? and * in blefling, [ will blels thee, and in, 
* multiplying Twill muloply thy feed as che ftars.of 
“heaven, and as the tind which is upon the fea- 
“** fhore.”” See Gen, xii. 2. xxii. 17. The like pro- 
mile was allo continued to Haac: *¢ I will make thy 
“feed to multiply as the ftars of heaven.” Gen. 
XXVI. Af. 





Not to mention the great increale of the other 
pofterity of Abraham and Uaac, how foon did their 
delcendants by Jacob grow upto a mighty nation, 
and how numerous were they formerly in the land of 
Canaan? tow numerous were they likewile in va- 
rious other parcs of the world? And after innume- 
rable maflacres and perfecutions which they have 
uadergone, how numerous are they fill in cheir pre- 
tent dilperfion among all nations ? 


Tfaac had two fons, the one named Jacob, and the 
other Efau. ‘The deicendants of thefe fons did not 
incorporate themlelves together as one people, but 
teparated into two dilferent nations; and therefore 
as it had been before Specified which of the two, 
Tfhmacl or Ifaac, was to be heir of the promifes 
made to Abraham, lo there was a neceflity now for 
the fame diltinétion co be made between Lau and 
jacob, the fons of aac. 


This was accordingly done, and that in the moft 
ample aod clear manner. When Rebecca, their 
mether, had conceived, © the children tlrug@led to- 
“wether within her,? Gen. xxv. 22; and fhe re- 
ceived the following Divine revelation: * ‘wo 
“nations are in thy womb, and two manner of 
peaple fhall be {éparated from thy bowels, and ° 
“the one people fall be flronger than the other 
“people, and the elder fhall ferve the younger.” 
Gen, xxv. 23. 


The fame Divine Spirit influenced and direéted 
their father to give his final benediction to the like 
purpole: Yor thus did he blefs Jacob: * God give 
“thee of the dew of heaven and the fatnels of the 
“earth, and plenty of corn and wine. Let people 
“Yterve theé, and nations bow down to thee: be 
** lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s fons 
“bow down to thee: curfed be every one that 
*“curtecth thee, and bleed be he that bletfech 
““ thee.” Gen. xxvii. 28, 29. And thus did he blefs 
Iilau: * Behold, thy dwelling fhall be the fatness 
** of the earth, and of the dew 6f heaven from above. 
“* And by thy tword fhalt chou live, and fhalt ferve 
* thy brother: and it thall come to pats when thou 
** fhale have the dominion, that thou fhalt break his 
** yoke from off thy neck.” 


But, for greater clearnefs and certainty, a more ex- 
prels revelation was afterwards made to Jacob; and 
the Jand of Canaan, a numerous progeny, and the 
blefling of all nations, were promiled to him in par- 
ticular. “I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 

father, and the God of Hrael: the land whereon 
“thou lieit, to thee will I give it, and to thy feed. 
“And thy feed fhall be as the duft of the earths 

and thou fhalt {pread abroad to the welt, and to 
the eaft, and to the north, and to the fouth; and 
in thee and in thy feed fhall the families of the 
earth be bleffed.” “Gen, xxviii. 13, 14. 
This prophecy, as well as thofe before mentioned, 
was not to be verified in the perfons of Efau and 
Jacob, but in thole of their potterity. Jacob was 
fo far from bearing rule over Iau, that he was 
forced to Ay his country for fear of him. die con- 
tinued abroad feveral years, and when he returned, 
he fenta fervant before, with a fupplicatory meflage, 
to his brother Eiau, requefting “‘ rhat he might 
** find grace in his fight.) When he heard of Ifau’s 
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coming to mect him with four hundred men, he 
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* was ercatly afraid and diftrefled,” and cried unto 
the Lord, “ Deliver me, J pray thee, from the hand 
“Sof my brother, from the hand of Efau.” Gen. 
xxxi. ti. Ele fent a magnificent prefent before 
him toappeale his brother, calling him /ord, and him- 
felf his fervant. When he mec him, he “* bowed 
“ himlélf co che ground feven times, until he came 
“near to his brother:” and atter he had found a 
gracious reception, he made this acknowledgment: 
*¢ J have {een thy face as though I had teen the face 
* of God, and thou watt pleated with me.” 


Acthis time Jaccb had no temporal fuperiority 
over his brother HE iau; and therefore we mutt look 
for the completion of the prophecy among their 
defeendants. The prophecy itielf makes plainly 
“* two nations,” and * two manner of people,” and 
comprehends thefe feveral particulars; that the fa- 
milies of Efau and Jacob fhould grow up into two 
different people and nations; thatthe family of the 
elder fhould be fubject to that of the younger; that, 
in fituation, and other temporal advantages, they 
fhould be much alike; that the elder branch fhould 
delight more in war and violence, but yet fhould be 
fubdued by the younger, that, however, there fhould 
be atime when the elder fhould have'dominion, and 
fhake off the yoke of the younger, but, in all fpi- 
ritual gifts and graces, the younger fhould begrearly 
fuperior, and be the happy inftrument of conveying 
the bleffing to all nations. 


By the firtt partof the prophecy, “* Two nations 
* are in thy womb,” &c. we find that they (chat is, 
their pofterity) were not only to grow up into two 
nations, but into two very different nations. And 
have not the Edomites (who were defcended from 
Tfau) and the Uraclires (who were defcended from 
Jacob) been all along two very different people in 
their manners, cuftoms, and religions, which made 
them to be perpetually at variance with each other ? 


“© And the children ftruggjed together within 
* her.’ This was a token of their future difagree- 
ment, and was fully evinced when they grew up to 
a ftate of manhood, by theirdifferentdifpofitions and 
inclinations. Efau was ‘** a cunning hunter,” and 
delighted in the fports of the field; but Jacob was 
more mild and gentle, “* dwelling in tents,” and 
minding bis fheep and cattle. Lfau flighted his 
birth right, and thote facred privileges of which 
Jacob was defirous, and is therefore called the 
profane Wau, Q-lcb. xii, 16.) but Jacob'was aman of 
detter faith and religion. he like diverfity ran 
through their pollericy. “Uhe defcendants of Jacob 
were irict obfervers of the Jewith religion , but 
thole of Miau, (whacever they were at firlt,) became, 
In proceis or tune, the groffeit idolacers. I yom 
thele religions ditferences, and on other accounts, 
there wus a continual grudge and enmity between 
the two nations. ‘Khe king of Edum woulct noc 
fulfer the Uraelices, in their return out of eypr, fo 
much as to pals chrough his cerricories 5 and che hits 
tory of rhe Edomices after, is fittle more than che 
hifiory of the wars between them and the Jews, 





“And the one people that) be ftronger than 
“the other people, and the elder (hall ferve the 
“younsern’? "Phe family of Miu was the elder, 
and, lorfometime, thegreater and more powerful, of 
the wo, there having been dukes and kings in 
dom, belore there ragned any king over the 
“ chitdren of Uraeh?? Gena. xxyxvi. gi. Bur David 
and dis captains made an encire conquelk of the 
Kidomites, Hew feveral thoufands, compelled the 
relL to become his urtbutaries and lervants, and 
planted garrilons among them to tecure their obe- 
dienee, See 2 Sam. vin. Lp 


Vhe Hdomites, after beiag reduced to fubjedion 
hy David and his captains, eoutinued in at itare of 
lervitade foraboue ao hundred and filty years, and, 
inffead OF having a hing of their own, were po- 
verncd by viecroys, or depudies, appointed by the 
kings et fadat. Piothe clays of fehoram, the fon 
Of Johotaphat, Chey revolted, recovered: thet t- 
Hertivs, “Sandioadeakinmover chemifelyes? a Rargys 


viii. 20. But, after this, they were again reduced by 
feveral of the princes of Judah ac different periods, 
and mott of their principal places deflroyed. Judas 
Maccaheus attacked and defeated them feveral 
times, kijling no lefs than twenty thoufand at one 
time, and upwards of the ike number at another, 
He likewile took their chief city Hebron, and de. 
{troyed all the towers and fortreffes about it. Ar 
length Flyrcanus, the nephew of Judas Maccabens, 
took what few cities they had left, and reduced them 
to the neceffity of either embracing the Jewifh re- 
ligion, or leaving their country, and feeking new ha- 
bitationseltewhere. They thought proper to chufe 
the former; in confequence of which they fubmitted 
themfelves to be circumcited, became profelytes to 
the Jewihh religion, and were ever after incorporated 
with thofe very people whom they had before con- 
fidered as their enemies. 


It is predicted, in one part of this remarkable pro- 
phecy, that, in point of firuation, and other tem. 
poral advantages, Exfau and Jacob thould be much 
alike. It wag laid to Jacob, ‘* Gad give thee of 
“the dew of heaven, and of the fatnefs of the 
* earth, and plenty of corn and wine.” And much 
the fame was iaidto Efau, ‘* Behold, thy dwelling 
“* fhall be of the fatnels of the earth, and of the 
-“* dew of heaven from above.’ Jacob’s fituation 
wus ina very fertile and plealant country; nor was 
that of Efau’s lefs fo. Mount Scir, and the adjacent 
country, were, at firft, in the pofléMion ot the Edo- 
mites ; after which they extended themilelves far- 
ther into Arabia, as allo into the fouthern parts ot 
Judea. But, in whatever part they were fituated, we 
find that the Edomites, in_ temporal advantages, 
were little interior. to the Iraclices, having cattle, 
and beafts, and fubftance in abundance. At the 
time that the Hraelites were on their return irom 
Egyptian bandage, the country in which the Edo- 
mites then lived, abounded with the mofl fruitrul 
ficlds and vineyards, as evidently appears trom the 
manner of the requeft then made by the Mraelites, 
for permiffion to pats through thofe territories. 
“** Letus pats, I pray thee, through the country ; we 
“* will not pais through the fields, er through the 
“* vineyards, neither will we drink of the water of 
** the wells.” 


In another part of the prophecy it was predicted, 
that fau fhould delight more in.war and violence § 
than his brother, but that he fhould be fubdued by a 
Jacob: * And by thy {word fhale thou live, and 
“* fhale ferve thy brother? Lfau himieif might be 
faid to live much by the fword, for he was ‘* a cun- 
“ning hunter,” aman of che field, Pie and his pofte- 
yity obtained poffeflion of Mount Seir by force and 
violence, by deftroying and expelling from thence 
the Horites, who were the former inhabitants. By 
what means they dpread themlelves farther into Ara- 
bia we are noc informed; but it appears that, upon 
a fedition among them, which oceafioned a fepart- 
tion, the greater part feized upon the fouth-well 
paris of Judea, during the Baby lonifh captivity, and 
afterwards made that their fixed place of refidence. 





Both before and after this, the Edomites were ab ye 
moll continually at war with the Jews, and upon’) 
every oceafion were ready to join with their enemies 5, 
leven long, atter they were fubdued by the Jews, ad 
they (till recained the fame violenc Ipiric, as appears 
by the charadter given of them by Josephus co the 
following cMvdéb st "Vhey were (lays he) a curbu- 
“ene and ditarderly nation, always ready for com 
* motions, and rejoiciag, in Changes 5 at the lealk re: 

** guett of chote who beloughe them beginning wat, 
“ and hattening co battles as ic were to a teal” 
‘Vhischaracter, giventhemby Jotephus, appears very 
jults for, a hirele berore the lal Bere of Jerablem, 
they wenr, ac the entreaty of the aealots, co whit 
them again che prictts and people, and there, toge: 
ther with the zealots, murdered Ananiss, the high 
priefk, and commited the molk unheard or cruchies 








There was, however, to be atime when the eldet 
thould have rhe dominion, and thake ol the yoke 
of the younger. ‘ And it thal) come to pats, whet 


*Sthoa thale have daainion, that thou fhale at 
it 


Cuap. IV. 





Jacob more 
en 








The Edo. 
mMifés abo- 
lithéd, 





“his yoke from of chy neck.’ It is not here faid 
or meant that the Edomites fhould have dominion 
over the teed of Jaceb, bur fimply have.dominion, 
as they had when they appointed a king of their own. 
Vhe whole of this fentence is, inthe Jerufalem Tar- 
gum, thus paraphrated: “And it fhall be when 
** the fons of Jacob attend to the law, and oblerve 
“the precepts, they fhall impote the yoke of iervi- 
“tude upon thy neck; but when they fhail turn 
** away themlelves trom ttudying the law, and ne- 
** sleét the precepts, behold then thou fhale thake 
“ off the yoke of fervitude from thy neck.” 


It was David who impofed the yoke on the E-do- 
mires, (at which time the Jewifl-people ilriQly ob- 
derved the law,) and it was very galling from the 
firft. YPowards the latter end of Solomon’s reign, 
Hadad, the Edomice of the blood royal, who had 
been carried into Egype in his childhood, returned 
into his own country, and railed fome ditturbances, 
bur was notable to recover his throne, his dubjects 
being over-awed by the garrifons which David had 
placed among thems; and in the reigns of the fuc- 
ceeding princes ef Judea they were totally fub- 
dued. 

We come now to the laft part of the prophecy, 
which predicts thar, in all fpiricual gifts and graces, 
the younger fheuld be greatly fuperior co the elder, 
and be the happy inttrument of conveying the 
blefing cto all nations. ** In thee and in thy feed 
** fhallall the tamilies of the earth be bleffed.”?> And 
hitherto are co be referred in their full torce thofe 
expections; ** dee people ferve thee, and nations 
* bow down unto thee: curted be every one that 
** eurfeth thee, and bleffed be he that bleflech thee.” 
Rhe fame promife was made to Abraham in the 
name of God: ‘6 1] will blefs chem chat blels thee, 
“and curte him that curleth thee.” Gen. xii. 3. 


Jacob was a man of more religion, and believed 
the Divine promifes mere than Efau. he potte- 
rity of Jacob likewile preferved rhe true religion, 
and the worfhip of one God, while the Edomites 
were funk into idolatry. Of the feed of Jacob was 
to be born the Saviour of the world. This was the 
peculiar privilege and xdvantage of Jacob, to be 
the happy inflrument of conveying thefe fpiritual 
bleffings to all nations. 


The whole of this prophecy, if properly traced 
from the beginning, will appear to have been molt 
ftrictly fulfilled. We find the nation of the Lédo- 
mites were feveral times conquered by, and made 
tributary to, the Jews, but never the nation of the 
Jews to the Edomites ; and the Jews have been the 
more contiderable people, more known in the 
world, and more famous inhiftory. We have, in- 
deed, very little more of the hiltory of the Ido- 
mites than what is connected with that of the Jews: 
and where is the name or the nation at this time? 
They were twallowed up and loft, partly among 
the Nabathan Arabs, and partly among the Jews, 
and, atlength, the very name of them was abolifhed 
and difuled. 


Thus was fulfilled the prophecies of the other in- 
fpired men. See Jeremiah xitx. 7, &c. &c. Leze- 
kiel xxv. 12, &c. Joel iii. 19. Amos i. 11, &c. and 
laftly, the prophet Obadiah. At this very time 
we fee the Jews fubfiiting as a diftinét people, while 
the Edomites‘are no more: and thus is amply ful- 
filled the words of the latter prophet: ‘* For thy vio- 
** lenceagainit thy brother Jacob, fhame fhall cover 
** thee, and thou fhalt be cut off for ever.” And 
“again, ‘S there fhall not be any remaining of the 
*Shoufe of Kfau, for the Lord hath fpoken ic.” 
See Obadiah, ver. 10 and 18. 


CHAP. IV. 
Containing an account of the prophecies of Facob re- 


lative to bis pofterity, but more particularly his fon . 


Fudab. 
E find two promifes in the blefling bettowed 
upon Jacob, one of which is of a temporal, 
and the other of a {piritual, nature. ‘The firtt was 


The Propucrcires of Jacas. 
the promife of the Jand of Canaan; and the fecond, 


the promife of the feed in which all the nations of 
the earch fhould be blefled. “Vhefe proimiles were 
firtt made to Abraham, then repeated to Haac, and 
atterwards confirmed to Jacob, who, a fhore time 
before his death, bequeathed them te his poflerity. 


‘The inheritance of the land of Canaan might be 
fhared-and divided amone all his fons, but the 
blefled teed could defcend only {rom one. Accord- 
ingly Jacob affigned to each a portion of the for- 
mer, but limited the latter to the cribe of Judah 5 
and, at the fame time, fketched out the characters 
and fortunes of the diferent tribes into which the 
peeple were to be divided. 

Joteph being the favourite fon of Jacob, he adopt- 
ed his two fons Manafleh and l{phraim for his own; 
but foretold, that the younger fhould be the greater 
of the two. “Uhis prediction was sulflied in’a very 
amplemanner 5 for the tribe oi isphraim grew to be 
fo numerous and powerful, that it was lometiines 
put for all che cen tribes of Hrael. 


Of Reuben, the elder fon of Jacob, it is faid, 
* Unftable as water, thou fhale nor excel.”? Gen. 
xlix. 4. And what is there recorded great or excel - 
lent of the tribe of Reuben? In number and power 
they were inferior to feveral other tribes. 

OF Simeon and Levi it is faid, “* I will divide 
“them in Jacob, and fcacter them in Hrael.?? And 
was not this eminently fulfilled in the tribe of Levi, 
who had no portion or inheritance of their own, but 
were difperted among the other tribes? Neither had 
the cribe of Simeon any inheritance properly of their 
own, but only a portion inthe midit of the tribes of 
Judah, from whence feveral of them afterwards went 
in fearch of new habitations, and were thereby di- 
vided from the reft of their brethren, 


Of Zebulun it is faid, ‘* Pie fhall dwell at the 
** haven of the fea, and fhall be for an haven of 
* fhips.? And accordingly the tribe of Zebulun 
extended from the Sea of Galilee to the Mediterra- 
nean, where they had commodious havens for fhips. 


Of Benjamin it is faid, ‘ We fhall raven as a 
© wolf.” And was not that a fierce and warlike 
tribe, as appears in feveral inflances, and particu- 
Jarly in the cafe of the Levite’s wife, when they 
alone waged war againft all the other tribes, and 
overcame them in two battles. See Judges xx. 


In like manner Jacob charaéterizes all the other 
tribes, and foretels their temporal condition, and 
thar of Judah as well as the reft. Butto Judah he 
particularly bequeaths the {piritual bleffing, and de- 
livers it in much the dame form of words as it was 
delivered to him. aac had faid to Jacob, ” Let 
** people ferve thee, and nacions bow down to thee 
“© be lord over thy brethren, and lee thy mother’s 
““ tons bow down to thee.” Gen. xxvii. 29. And 
here Jacob faith to Judah, ** Vhou art he whom 
2 thy brethren fhall praife , thy hand fhall bein the 
7 neck of chine enemies; thy father’s children fhalt 
_ bow down before thee.”? And it is added, * The 
«, eptre fhall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 
«, giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come, 
. and unto him fhall the gathering of the people 


There are feveral things to be attended to in this 
remarkable prophecy relative to Judah. We are 
told that Judah’s brethren fhould “ praifeé him,” 
and that ** his hand fhould be in the neck of his 
enemies.” This was remarkably fulfilled in the 
local fituation of the tribe of Judah; for their be. 
ing fo near the Arabians obliged them to be conti- 
nually on their Suard ; and as they were, for the 
moft part, fucceistul, fo it may be juftly faid, that 

the hand of Judah was in the neck of his ene. 
mies,” and that his brethren praifed him for ftand_ 
ing up in their defence. It is alfo faid, that “ his 
father’s children fhould bow down before him -* 
and nothing was ever more literally falflied. Da- 
vid, in whole family the royal fovereignty was 
placed, was of the tribe of Judah, and to him all 
the other tribes bowed down’ : 

During 
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During the time of Jofhua’s wars with the Ca- 
naanites, the tribe of Judah was more diftinguifhed 
for its valour than théothers; and it appears, from 
the book of Judges, that they were always the molt 
forward to engage with the common enemy. When 
it is faid chat ** the fcepter fhall not depart from Ju- 
dah,” it implies, that it fhould depart from all thofe 
of the other tribes who fhould enjoy it. Thus it 
departed from the tribe of Benjamin on the death 
of Saul; and it is well known chat the ten tribes 


“were carried away captive, and incorporated with 


other nations, while that of Benjamin put itfelf un- 
der the protection of Judah. : 


The expreffion * until Shiloh come,” evidently 
and inconteftibly means till the coming of the Met- 
fiah. ; 


*¢ And unto him fhall the gathering of the peo- 
“© ple be.” If we underftand this of Judah, that 
the other tribes fhould be gathered to that, it was 
in fome meafure fulfilled by the people going up fo 
frequently as they did to Jerufalem, which was in 
the tribe of Judah, in order to obrain jultice in dit- 
ficult cafes, and to worfhip God in his holy temple. 


Upon the divifions of the kingdoms of Iirael and 
Judah, the tribe of Benjamin, and the priefts and 
‘Levites, and feveral out of all the other tribes, 
went over to Judah, and were fo blended and incor- 
porated together, that they are more than once 
Spoken of as one tribe. And it is expretsly faid, 
(1 Kings xii. 20.) “* there was none that followed 
* the houfe of David, but the tribe of Judah only.” 
All the reft were fwallowed up,.in that tribe, and 
confidered as parts and members of the fame. 


In like manner, when the Ifraclites were carried 
away captive into Affyria, it is faid, ** there was 
“© none left but the tribe of Judah only ;” and yet 
we know that the tribe of Benjamin, and many of 
the other tribes, then remained; but they are rec- 
koned as one and the fame tribe with Judah. Nay, 
at that very time there was a remnant of Ifrael that 
efcaped from the Affyrians, and went and adhered 
to ‘Judah; for we find afterwards that, in the reign 
of Jofiah, there were fome of Manaffeh and Ephra- 
im, and of the remnanc of Ifrael, who contributed 
money towards repairing the temple, as well as Ju- 
dah and Benjamin. 2Chron. xxxiv.9g. And, atthe 
folemn celebration of the paffover, iome “‘ of Ifracl 
were prefent” as well as ‘all Judah, and the in- 
habitants of Jerufalem.” When the people return- 
ed from the Babylonith captivity, then again feve- 
ral of the tribes of Itracl affociated themtelves, 
and returned with Judah and Benjamin. In fhort, 
at fo many different times, and upon fuch different 


occafions, were the other tribes gathered to that of | 


Judah, that che latter became the general name of 
the whole nation; and, atter the Babylonifh capti- 
vity, they were no longer called the * people of 
Urael,” but the ** Jews, or people of Judah.” 


‘The government of the tribe of Judah fubfitted, 
in fome form or other, from the death of Jacob to 
‘the Jatt deitruétion of Jerulfalem; but then it was 
utterly broken and ruined: then the /cepéer departed, 
ane hath been departed from that time to the pre- 

ent. 


It may not be improper here to add a juft obfer- 


vation made on the fubjeét by the learned prelate - 


bifhop Sherlock. “* As the tribe of Benjamin (lays 


he) annexed itfelf to the tribe of Judah as its head, - 
fo it ran the fame fortune with it: they went toge- | 
iher into captivity, they returned home together, : 
This - 
allo was foretold by Jacob, ‘* Benjamin fhall raven . 


and were both in*being when Shiloh came. 


*¢as a wolf: in the morning he fhall devour the 


** prey, and at night he fhall divide the fpoil.”? The | 


morning and night here can be nothing elfe but the 
morning and night of the Jewith ttate ; for this ftate 
is the fubjeét of all Jacob’s prophecy from one end 


to the other ; and confequently it is here foretold of . 
Benjamin, thace he fhould continue to the very Jatt . 


This interpretation is 


times of the Jewith tate. 
confirmed by Mofes’s prophecy; for the prophecy 
of Motes is, in truch, anexpofition of Jacob’s. *$ Ben- 
“* jamin,” faith Motes, “ fhall dwell in fatety; the 


- 
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“ Lord: thall cover hint all the day long.” Deu 

XxXxili. 12. Whatis this “ all theday long?” The - 
faine certainly as ** the morning and night.” Deeg 
not, therefore, this import a promife of a longer 
continuance to Benjamin than to the other tribes? 


_ And was it not moft exaétly fulfilled 2” 


We fhall only obferve farther, with refpeé to this 
prophecy, that the completion of it furnithes us 
with an invincible argument, not only that the 
Meffiah has come, but that our Blefled Redeemer 
is the very perfon. The feepter was nor to deparr 
from-Judah until the MeMiah fhould come; butthe 
fcepter hath long been departed, and conlequently 
the Meffiah hath been long come. The f{ceprer de. 
parted at the final deftruction of Jerufalem, and 
hath been departed now more than jeventeen.cen- 
turies, and confequently the Meffich came a little 
before that period; fo that prejudice icielY cannot 
long make any doubt concerning the reality of the 
perfon, Every man, therefore, cf ferious reflection, 
muft fay as Simon Peter faid to Jefus, “* Lord, to 
“* whom fhall we go? thou hatt the words of etey- 
“nal life. And we believe and are ture that chou 
“art the Chrift, the fon of the living God.” John 
vi. 68, 69. 


CHAP. V. 


The prophecies of Mofes, the great lacv-giver, con- 
cerning the Fewws. 


TVEOSES; a fhort time before his death, deliver. 
ed many prophecies to the Jews, in which he 
predi¢ted the great bleffings that.wwould be betiowed “ 
upon them, if they paid a proper attention to the “ 
laws he had given them; and, on the contrary, the 
heavy curies that would unavoidably tall upon them, 
if they became refractory and difobedient to the 
Divine will. Tihefe prophecies are contained in the 
28th chapter of Deuteronomy ; and the greater part 
of them relate to the curfes that fhould rall on the 
Jews in cate of their difobedience , all which have 
been fince molt ftrictly fulfilled, as will appear from 
the following obfervations. 


Thefe prophecies commence at the 49th verle of 
the_before-inentioned chapter, in which it ts fald, 
“* The Lord fhall bring a nation againit thee from 
** far, from che end ef the earth, as {wilt as the eagle 
** that Hieth, a nation whole toneue thou fhalr not 
** undertiand.” This was fulfilled in the Chal- 
deans, who may be juflly faid to hate come fre 
far in compariton with the Moabires, Philittines, 
and others, who frequcntly invaded Judea, and 
committed depredations in various parts of the 
country. 


The like defcription of the Chaldeans is given by 
the prophet Jeremiah: “* Lo, Twill bring’a nation 
*S upon you from far, O houte of Ifrael, faith th 
* Lord: itis a mighty nation, it is an ancient na 
SS cion, a nation whole language thou knowett not, 
“neither underftandeit what thou fay.” Jeremiah 
v.15. He likewife compares the enemies of the 
Jews to the eagles, ** Our perfecutors (fays he) 
“< are [wifter than the eagles of the heaven: they 
** purfued us upon the mountains, they laid, wait 
** tor us in the wildernefs.”” Iam. iv. g. 


In the soth verfe of the 28th chapter of Deutero- 
nomy, the people, who were to be the perfecutors of 
the Jews, arethus farther charaéterized. And they 
fhall be “a nation of fierce countenance, which 
“ fhall.not regard the perfon of the old, nor fhew 
“favour to the young.” Such were the Chal 
deans; and the facred hittorian exprefsly faith, that 
tor the wickednefs of the Jews, God * brought 
“upon them the king of the Chaldees, who fev. 
“* their young men with the fword, in the houle of 
“their fanétuary, and had no compaffion upo? 
“young man or: maiden, old men, or him tht 
*“{tooped for-age,; he gave them ‘all into fs 
** hand.” 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. 


According to the prophecy of Mofes, the enemies 
of the Jews were to befieze and take their ae 
se And 
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“ And he fhall befiege thee in all thy gates, until 
“ chy high and fenced walls come down wherein 
* chou trafted(t throughouc all thy land.” “Chis 
was accordingly fulfilled ; for “ Sennacherib, king 
Sof Affyria, came up againit all the fenced cities 
‘of Judah, and took them.” 2 Kings xvii. 13. 
And Nebuchadnezzar, and his captains, took and 
tpoiled Jerufalem, burnt the city and temple, and 
** brake down the walls of Jerufaleny round about.’ 
2 Kings, xxv. fo. 


The Romans likewile (as we are informed by Jo- 
fephus, in his Hittory of the.Jewifh Wars) de- 
molifhed feveral tortified places before they befieged 
and deftroyed Jerufalem, And the Jews who in- 
habited that city, may very jultly be jaid to have 
“ crufted in their high and fenced walls,” for they 
feldom ventured a battle in the open field. They 
confided in the {trength and ficuation of Jerufalem, 
as the Jebufites (the former inhabitants of the 
place) had done before them: ** Who fhall come 
** down againft us? or who fhall enter into our ha- 


bitations ??? Jeremiah xxi. 13. 


Jerufalem, indeed, was a very ftrong place, and 
wonderfully fortified both by nature and are. And 
yet, how many times was it taken previous to its 
final deftruction by Titus? It was taken by Shi- 
fhak, king of Egypt, by Nebuchadnezzar, by An- 
tiochus EX\piphanes, by Pompey, by Socius, and, 
laftly, by EHerod. 


The Jews, in thefe fieges, were to fuffer great 
hard{nips, burt more particularly by famine. Ac- 
cordingly, when the king of Affyria befieged Sama- 
ria, there was a great famine in that city; “ and be- 
** hold chey befieged it, until an afs’s head was fold 
“* for four pieces of filver, and the fourth part of a 
“* cab of doves dung for five pieces of filver.” 
2 Kings vi. 25. When Nebuchadnezzar befieged Je- 
rufalem, “‘ the famine prevailed in the. city, and 
“there was no bread for the people of the land. 
2 Kings xxv. 3. And in the laft fiege of Jerufalem, 
by the Romans, there was a moft dreadful famine in 
the city. 


Thus was literally fulfilled the words of Mofes, 
who fays, the man’s ** eye fhall be evil cowards his 
** brother, and towards the wife of his bofom, and 
“ towards his children, becaufe he hath nothing left 
** him in the fiege, and in the ftraitnefs wherewith 
“* thine enemies {hall diltrefs thee in all thy gates :? 
and, in like manner, the woman’s ‘* eye fhall be evil 
“* towards her hufband of her bofom, and towards 
“her fon, and towards her daughter.” See Deut. 
XXVIli. 54, &zc. 

According to another part of this prophecy, 
great numbers of the Jews were to be deftroyed. 
“ And ye fhall be left few in number, whereas ye 
“© were as the ftars of heaven for multitude.” Deut. 
xxviii. 62. Not to mention any other of the cala- 
mities and flaughters which they have undergone, 
there was, in the fiege of Jerufalern, an infinite mul- 
titude that perifhed by famine. ‘There certainly is 
not a nation upon the earth that hath becn cxpoted 
to fo many maffacres and perfecutions as the Jews. 
Their hiftory abounds with them; and if God had 
not been pleafed to have given them a promife of 
a numerous polterity, they muft, many hundred 
years ago, have been totally extirpated. 


The prophecy farther faith, that they fhould be 

tex. Carried into Eeypts and there jold for Nlaves. ** And 
pes ~< the Lord fhall bring thee into Egypt again, with 
a *< fhips: and there ye fhall be fold unto your ene- 
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ut “S mies for bondmen and bondwomen.” Deut. 
yh xxvill. 68. They had, indeed, come out of Egypt 
‘triumphant, but now they were to vefurz thither as 
eflaves. They had, on their coming out, walked 
ithrough the fea as on dry Jand, but now they were to 
sbe carried thither in bigs. “They might be carried 
thither in the fhips of che Tyrian or Sidonian mer- 
Echants, or by the Romans, who had a fleet in the 
aMediterranean ; and this was certainly a much fafer 
Way of conveying fo many prifoners, then fending 
them by land. 
oS No. 54. 
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That this pare of the prophecy was fulfilled, evi- 


Ost 


dently appears from various accounts. In the reigns 
of the two firft Prolemies, many of the Jews were 
fent into Egypras faves. And when Jerufalem was 


taken by Titus, he fent che greater part of thole cap- 


tives, who were upwards of leventcen years of age, to 
the works in Egypr: fuch as were under that age he 


fold for Naves; but fo little care was taken of them, 
that no lefs than cleven choufand perifhed for want. 
This is confirmed by St. Jerome, who jays, thar, 
“ alter theirlaftoverthrow, many thoulands of them 
werelold: chat thofe who could noc be fold, were 
tranfported into Egypt, and peridhed by fhip- 
wreck or famine, or were maffacred by the inha- 
bitants.” 


“* And ye fhall be plucked from off the land 
“© whither thou goe(t to pofleis it.” Deut. xxviii. 63. 
This was amply fulfilled when the ten tribes were 
carried into captivity by the king of Affyria, and 
other nations were planted in their ftead; and when 


The diffe. 
rent tribes 
carried inte 
captivity. 


the two other tribes were carried away captives to ° 


Babylon; belfides other captives and tran{portations 
of the people at different periods. Afterwards, when 
the emperor Adrian had fubdued the rebellious 
Jews, he publifhed an ediét, in which he not only 
torbad them, on pain of death, from fetcing foot in 
Jerujalem, but prohibited them from even entering 
into the country of Judea. From that time to the 
prelent, Judea has been in the pofleMon of foreign 
lords and matters, few of the Jews dwelling in it, 
and thofe only of a very low and fervile condition. 
This has been clearly proved by jeveral modern tra- 
vellers, particularly Mr. Sandys, who, in {peaking 
of the Eloly Land, fays, ‘‘ it is for the moft part 
now inhabited by Moors and Arabians; the one pof- 
{effing the vallies, and the other the mountains. 
‘Turks there be few, but many Greeks, with other 
Chriftians, of-all feéts and nations, fuch as impute 
to the place an adherent holinels. Here are alfo 
fome Jews, yct they inherit no part of the land, bur 
live as aliens in their own country.” ; 


Thus have the Jews been “ plucked from off the 
“and which they poffeffed.” But this was not 
all, for, according to the prophecy; they were to be 
difperfed into all nations: ** And the Lord fhall 
“* icatter thee among al) people, from one end of the 
“** earth unto the other.” Deut. xxviii. 64. Thefe 
words were partly fulfilled in the Babylonifh cap- 
tivity; but they have been more amply fulfilled 
fince the great difperfion of the Jews by the Ro- 
mans. What people, indeed, have been fcattered 
fo far and wide as they? and where is the nation 
which is a ftranger to them, or to which they are 
ftrangers? They iwarm in many parts of the eatt, 
and are fpread through moft of the countries in 
Europe and Africa. In fhort, they are to be found 
inall places where there is a circulation of trade and 
money, and may, properly {peaking, he called the 
brokers of the whole world. 


It was likewife foretold by Mofes, that, though 
they thould be fo difperfed. they thould noc ce 
totally dettroyed, but fhould itil] fubfift as a diftinée 
people: And yet for all that, when they be in 
- the Jand of their enemies, I wil) not caft them 
Sf away, neither will I abhor them, to deitroy them 

utterly, and to break my covenant with them.?” 
Levit. xxvi. 44. This part of the prophecy hath 
been mott ftrittly fulfilled; for (as a celebrated 
writer obferves) “* the Jewifh nation, like the bufh 
of Mofes, hath been always burning, but never con- 
fumed.” And what an aftonifhing thing it is to 
think, that, after fo many wars, battles, and fieges ; 
after io many Ares, famines, and peftilences; after 
io many rebellions, maffacres, and perfecutions; af- 
ter {o many years of captivity, flavery, and mifery. 
they have not been utterly deftroyed, but are ftil 
eatied among all nations, and fubfift as a difting& 
people! 


They were to fuffer greatly in their difperfion, 
and not to reft Jong in any place. “ And amon 
a thefe nations thou fhalt find no eafe, neither thal 

the fole of thy foot have reft.” Deut. xxxiii. 65. 
This likewife hath Sed amply fulfilled; for fo 

7 far 
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far have they been from finding reft, that they have 
been banifhed from city to city, and from country 
to country. In many places they have been banifhed, 
recalled, and then banifhed again. 


But they were not only to-be banifhed from their 

own country, and difperfed into various parts 
throughout the world, but likewife, wherever they . 
went, were to be ** opprefied and fpoiled ever- 
more,” and their ** houfes” and ‘* vineyards,” their 
“oxen” and “ affes,” to be taken from them. 
Deut. xxviii. 29, &c. That this has been ftrictly 
fulfilled, will evidently appear, when we confider the 
very frequent and great feizures that have been 
made of their effects in almoft all countries. How 
often has heavy fines been laid on them by the 
princes of the different nations in which they have 
dwelt? and how often have they been obliged to fe- 
cure their lives by the forfeiture of their poffeffions ? 
Of this there have been innumerable inftances, and 
fome even jn our own country. King Henry III. 
of England, always laid aheavy taxon the Jews at 
every low ebb of his fortunes. ‘* One Abraham, 
(fays a celebrated writer,) who was found a delin- 
quent, was forced to pay feven hundred marks for 
his redemption. Aaron, another Jew, protefted, 
that the king had taken trom him, at times, thirty . 
thoufand marksof filver,-befides two hundred marks 
of gold. And in like manner he ufed many others 
of the Jews.” And when they were banifhed, in 
the reign of Edward I. all their eftates were con- 
filcated to the crown. ; 


¢¢ Their fons and daughters fhould be given unto 
“© another people.”? Deut. xxviii. 32. This has been 
likewile fulfilled; for, in feveral countries, but more 
particularly in Spain and Portugal, their children 
have been taken from them, by order of the go- 
vernment, to be educated in the popith religion. 


* And they fhould be mad for the fight oftheir 
*€ eyes which they fhould fee.” Deut. xxvili. 34 
‘That this part of the prophecy has been moft am- 
‘ ply fulfilled we have the cleareft evidence; for into 
what madnefs, fury, and defperation, have they re- 
peatedly been driven by the cruel ufage, extortions, 
and oppreffions, they have undergoneat different pe- 
riods, and in different parts of ‘the world. 


The prophecy farther tells us, that they ** fhould 
“become an aftonifhment, a proverb, and a by- 
*¢ word to.all nations.” Deut. xxviii. 37- And do 
we not hear and fee this: part of the prophecy ful- 
filled. every day? Is. not the avarice, ufury, and 
hard-hearrednefs of a Jew grown proverbial ? and 
are. not their perfons generally odious among all 
forts of people? Mahometans, heathens, and Chrift 
tians, however they may difagree in other points, 
yet generally agree in vilifying, abufing, and per- 
jecuting the Jews. In mott places where they are 
tolerated, they live in a feparate quarter by them- 
elves, and wear fome badge of AWuAe On: Their 
very countenances commonly diftinguifh them from 
the reft of mankind, and they are, in all refpedts, 
treated as if they were of another ipecies. 


Laftly, ** their plagues fhould be wonderful, even 
“ creat plagues, and of long continuance.” Deut. 
XXViii. 59. And have not their plagues continued 
upwards of feventeen hundred years? What nation 
hath fuffered- fo much, and yet continued fo long? 
What nation hath fubfifted as a diftinét people in 
their own country fo long as thefe have done in their 
difperfion into all countries? And what a flanding 
miracle is this exhibited to the vie wand obfervation 
of the whole world ! ; 


Thele aftonifhing prophecies were delivered. up- 
wards of. three thoufand years ago, and,- from the 
fulfilment of them, which we fee every day taking 
place in the world, are the ftrongeft_ proofs that can 
be given of the Divine legation of Mofes. They 
are truly, as Motes foretold they would be, “ a ign 
** and a wonder for ever. Moreover, all thefe curtes 
*¢ fhall come upon thee, and fhall purfue thee and 
“ overtake thee, till thou be deftroyed; becaufe. 
<¢ thou hearkeneit not unto the voice of the Lord 
“thy Ged, to keep his commandments, and his 
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“ farutes which he commanded thee: and they 
“ fhall be upon thee for a fign and for a wonder, 
ag noe upon thy feed for ever.” Deut. xxviii. 
45, 46. aes - 


CHAP. VI. 


The prophecies of Feremiah, Ifaiah, ‘Micah, Ezekie] 
and other prophets, relative to the Fews. : 


He great legiflatcor Mofes was not the only 
& perfon who foretold the punifhments to be in- 
fli€ted on the Jews for their manifold tranferef 
fions. ‘The like was foretold by many other per- 
fons, who received the fpirit of infpiration. Thee 
prophecies were delivered at different periods, and 
were defigned to reform the Jews from the wicked 


courte of life to which they were naturally addicted; 
but as they continued inflexible, the prophecies de- 


nounced againft them were {trictly fulfilled. 
Te was among others of the prophecies foretold, thee, 


that the ten tribes of Ifrael fhould be carried away viy 
captives by the king of Affyria; and that the two to 
remaining tribes of Judah and Benjamin fhould be “” 
made captives to the king of Babylon; but with 

this difference, that the two tribes fhould be re- 
ftored, and return from their captivity, bur the ten 


tribes fhould be totally annihilated. 


‘The time when the captivity of the two tribes of the. 
Judah and Benjamin was to take place, as alfo that phecye 
of their reftoration, was foretold by the prophet !«** 
Jeremiah. ‘* This whole land fhall be a delola- 
“ tion, and an aftonifhment, and thefe nations fhall 
*‘ ferve the king of Babylon feventy years,” Jer. 
* xxv. rr. Andagain, ‘* Thus faith the Lord, that 
‘° after feventy years be accomplifhed at Babylon, I 
“* will vific you, and perform my good word to- 
** wards you, in caufing you to return to this place.” 
Jer. xxix. 10. 


This prophecy was delivered ‘* in the fourth year 
“ of Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah king of Judah, 
‘¢ which was the firft year of Nebuchadnezzar king 
“© of Babylon.” Jer. xxv. 1. In the fame year the 
prophecy began to take place, for Nebuchadnezzar 
inyaded Judea, befieged and took Jerufalem, made 
Jehotakim his fubje€tand tributary, and traniported 
} the fineft children of the royal family, and of the 
|. nobility, to Babylon, to be brought up as flaves in 
his palaces. He likewife deftroyed the temple, car- 
ried away the facred veflels, and placed them in the 
temple of his idol Bel at Babylon. Almoft the 
whole of the inhabitants of Judea and Jerulalen 
were carried into captivity, there being only a tew, 
of very poor and mean condition, left to till and 
cultivate the land. 


In this Gtuation they remained for feventy years, 
. when Cyrus, king of Babylon, iffued a proclama- 
tion for the reftoration of the Jews, and for the re- 
. building of the temple of Jerufalem. In conie- 
quence of this the Jews immediately. returned 0 
their. own country, and difperfed themfelves into the 
refpeétive cities they had formerly inhabited, The 
temple was begun, and carried-on with great afll- 
duity for fome time, but, by the great interruption 
they met with from the Samarians, was not finithe 

till the reign of Darius, when all things were aga" 
reftored to their former ftate. And thus was tuk 
filled the prophecy of Jeremiah, relative to the cv? 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin. . ‘ 


The prophecy againft the ten tribes of Ifrael 31] 
much more fevere than that againft the other 102, 
“The tribe of Ephraim, which was the chief of hele, 
is often put for the whole ten; and it was predic 

. thar ‘within threefcoreand four years fhall Ephra 
*< be broken that it be not a people.” Laiah v! $, 
This prophecy_was delivered in the firft yeat 
Ahaz, king of Judah, when Rezin, king of Sy 
and Pekah, king of Ifrael, formed a conjunction? 
reduce Jerufalem; and it was to comfort Ahaz, 2 
the houleof David, in thefedifficilties and diftrel 
that the prophet Iiaiah was commiffioned to allow 
‘him, that the kings of Syria and: Hrael fhould © 


. main only the heacs of their refpe€tive cities 5 
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they fhould not prevail againft Terufalem; and thar, 
within fixty and five years, Mracd fhould be fo broken 
that it Should be no more a people. 


The fulfilment of this prophecy commenced in 
the reign of Ahaz, when Viglath-pilefer took many 
of the Hifraelites, “* even the Reubenices, and the 
“* Gadites, and the half tribe of Manafleh, and all 
“the Jand of Naphtali, and carried them captive 
“into Affyria, and brought chem unto Falah, and 
“© Flabor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan.” 
z Chron. v. 26. 2 Kings xv. 2y. Elis ton Sal- 
manefer, in the reign of Flezekiah, took Samaria, 
and carried away {till greater numbers ‘*S unto st- 
© fyria, and put them in Holah and in HMabor by 
“ the river of Gozan,” (the fame places where their 
brethren had been carried before them, ) SS and in the 
** cities of the Medes.”? 2 Kings xviii. 11. His fon 
Sennacherib came up alfo againit Hezekiah, and all 
the fenced cities of Judah; buc his army was mira- 
culoufly defeated, and he himicelf was forced to re- 
turn with fhame and difgrace into his own country, 
where he was murdered by two of his fons. 2 Kings 
xvil. 19. Another of his fons, Efarhaddon, fuc- 
ceeded him on the throne; butit was fome time be- 
fore he could recover his kingdom trom thefe dil 
orders, and think of reducing Syria and Paleftine 
again to his obedience: and then it was, and not 
till then, that he completed the ruin of the ten 
tribes, carried away the remains of the people, and, 
to prevent the Jand from becoming defolate, 
“ brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, 
** and from Hava, and trom Elamach, and from Sc- 
“¢ pharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Sama- 
** ria, inftead of the children of Hrael.” 2 Kings 
xvii. 24. Ephraim was broken from being a king- 
dom before, but it was now broken trom being a 


“people. And from that time to this, what account 


can be given of the people of Hracl as diftinét from 
thofe of Judah? Where have they fubfifted all this 
time? And where is their fituation, or what their 
prefent condition ? 


At their firft difperfion they were carried into Af 
fyria and Media; and if they fubfifled any where, it 
is reafonable to imagine they might be tound there 
in great abundance. But this is not the cafe; neither 
are they to be found in any of thofe parts where it 
has been afferted, by different Jewith writers, they 
took up their refidence. It is the opinion of fome, 
that they returned into their own country, with che 
other cwotribes, after the Babylonifh captivity. The 
decree, indeed, of Cyrus, extended to ‘* all the 
“* people of God ;” Ezrai. 3. and that of Artaxerxes 
to “all che people of Ifrael,” vii. 13. and no doubt 
but many of the Ifraclites took advantage of rhefe 
decrees, and returned with Zerubbabel and Ezra to 
their own cities. But {till the main body of the ten 
tribes remained behind ; and if the whole did not re- 
turn at this time, they cannot be fuppoled to have 
returned ina body at any time after; for we do not 
read of any fuch circumftance in hiltory, neither of 
the time or occafion of their return. The celebrated 
dean of Prideaux fays, ‘‘ the ten tribes of Ifrael, 
which had feparated from the house of David, were 
brought to a full and utter dellruétion, and never 
after recovered themfe:ves again. For thofe who 
were thus carried away, (excepting only fome few 
who, joining themfelves to the Jews in the Jand 
of their captivity, returned with them,) foon going 
into the ufages and idolatry of the nations among 
whom they were planted, (to which they were too 
much addiéted while in their own land,) after a 
time, became wholly abforbed, and fwallowed up in 
them, and thence utterly lofing their name, their 
language, and their memorial, were never after 
fpoken of.” . 


_ But if the whole race of Ifvael became thus ex- 
tinct, and perifhed for ever, it may be afked, how 
can the numerous prophecies be fulfilled, which 
Promife the future converfion and reftoration ot 
Ifrael as well as Judah? The truth we conceive to 
lie between thefe two opinions. Neither did: they 


all return to Jerufalem, nor did all, who remained. 


behind, comply with the idolatry of the Gentiles, 
among whom they lived. Bur whether they re- 
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mained, or whether they returned, this prophecy of 
Iiaiah was ftill fulfilled; the kingdom, the com- 
monwealth, the itate of Hrael was utterly broken; 
they no longer fublifted as a diftinct people from 
Judah; they no longer maintained a feparate re- 
ligion; they joined themtelves to the Jews, from 
whom they had been unhappily divided; they loit 
the name of Ifrael asa name of diftinétion, and were 
thenceforth all in common called Jews. 


64, 


? 


It appears, from the book of Efther, that there Great aum- 
were great numbers of Jews in all the hundred bers of Jews 


twenty and feven provinces of the kingdom of Aha- 
fuerus, or Artaxerxes Longimanus, king of Perfia, 
and they could not all be the remains of the two 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, who had refused ro 
return to fJerufalem with their brethren : they mutt, 
ac leait many of them, have been the detcendants 
of the ten tribes, whom the kings of Aifyria had 
carried away captive; but yet they areall tpoken of 
as one and the fame people: and all, without di- 
{tinétion, are denominated Jews. 


We read, In the Acts of the Apoftles, that there 
wentto Jerufalem, to celebrate the feait of Pente- 
colt, *€ Parthians, and Medes, and Miamites, and 
“* the dwellers in Melopotamia.” Ads ii. 9. ‘Thete 
men came trom the countries wherein the ten tribes 
had been placed, and, in all probability, were there- 
fore fome of their pofterity ; but yet thele, as well as 
the reft, are (tiled ** Jews, devout men, out of every 
** nation under heaven.” Acts ii. 5. Thofe alfo 
of the ten tribes, who returned to Jerulalem, united 
with the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and 
formed but one nation, one body of Jews. ‘They 
might, perhaps, for fome ages, have prelerved their 
genealogies; but they were now incorporated to- 
gether; and the diftinction of tribes and families is, 
in a great meafure, loit among them; and they have 
all, trom the Babylonifh captivity to this day, been 
comprehended under the general name of Jews. 


There were many perfons of all the ten tribes in 
being during the time of St. Paul’s miniitry; for 
he {peaketh of ‘* the twelve tribes hoping to at- 
** tain to the promife of God.” Adls xxxvi. 7. And 
St. James addreffes his epiftle ‘‘ to the twelve cribes 
““ which are fcattered abroad. James i. 1. And 
there is no doubt but there aré many of the de- 
{cendants of the ten tribes of Ifrael {till in being, 
though they cannot be feparated from thereft. They 
are all confounded with the other Jews, and there 
is no difference between them. |The Samarians, in- 
deed, (of whom there are {till fome remains at She- 
chem, and the neighbouring towns,) pretend to be 
the defcendants of the children of Ifra¢l; but they 
arereally derived from thofe nations which Efarhad- 
don, king of Affyria, planted in the country, after 
he had carried thence the ten tribes into captivity. 
And it is for this reafon that the Jews call them by 
no other name than Cuthites, which was the name 
of the principal perfon of thofe nations. “hey ex- 
claim againft them as the worft of heretics, and, if 
poffible, have a greater averfion to them than to the 
Chriftians. 


It may, perhaps, be afked by fome, what could be 


in Peafia. 


Diftindlion 


the reaion that fuch a material difference and di- between the 
{tinction fhould be made between the two tribes of tribes of If 


Judah and Benjamin, and the ten tribes of Ifrael 
Why the latter fhoufd be, as it were, loft in their 
captivity, and the former reftored, and preferved 
feveral ages after. To this it is anfwered, that the 
ten tribes had torally revolted from God to the wor- 
fhip of the golden calves in Dan and Bethel ; and 
for this, and their idolatry and wickednefs, they 
were fulfered to remain in the land of their capti- 
vity. The Jews were reftored, not fo much for 
their own fakes, as for the fake of the promifes made 
unto their forefathers, namely, the promife to Ju- 
dah, that the Meffiah fhould come of his tribe; and 
the promife to David, that the Meffiah fhould be 
born of his family. It was therefore neceffary for 
the tribe of Judah, and the families of that tribe, to 
be kept diftiné&t until the Divine difpenfation fhould 
be accomplifhed. But fince thefe ends have been 
fully aniwered, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin 
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are as much confounded as any of the reft: all di- 
{tinétion of families and genealogies is loft among 
them, and (as bifhop Chandler obferves) the Jews 
themfelves acknowledge as much, in faying, that, 
when the Meffiah fhall come, it will be part ot his 
office “‘ to fort their families, reftore their genea- 
logies, and fet afide ftrangers.” 

Tow aftonifhingly muft it engage the attention 
of the mott ferious, when they reHeét on the pre- 
fervation of the Jews through fo many ages, not- 
withftanding the great efforts that have been made, 
at different periods, totally to exurpate them, and 
that, intead of themielves, all their enemies have 
been finally reduced. But, wonderful as thefe events 
may appear, they are {til] made much more to by 
their being fignified beforehand by the Spirit of pro- 
phecy, as we find particularly in the prophet Jere- 
miah: “ Bear not thou, O Jacob my fervant, faith 
“the Lord, for I am with thee, for I will make a 
< full end Of all the nations whither I have driven 
“thee, but I will not make a full end of thee.” 
Jer. xlvi. 28. 


‘There is not certainly, eitherin ancient or modern 
hiltory, any circumftance to be found fo remarkably 
fingular as that of the prefervation of the Jews to 
the pretenc period of time. They have been dif- 
perfed among all nations, and yet they are not con- 
founded with any. 1 
people, and yet they do not live any where accord- 
ing, to their own laws: they neither elect their own 
magiltrates, or enjoy the full exercife of their, re- 
ligion. Their folemn feafts and facrifices are limited 
to one certain, place, and that hath been now, for 
many ages, in thé hands of ftrangers and aliens, 
who will not fuffer them to come thither. No peo- 
ple on the whole face of ‘the earth have continued 
unmixed fo long as they have. The northern na- 
tions have come in great multitudes into the more 
fouthern parts of Europe ; but where are they now 
to be difcerned and diftinguifhed ? The Gauls went 
forth in great bodies to feek their fortunes in foreign 
parts ; but what traces or footfteps of them are now 
remaining any where? In France, who can feparate 
the race of the ancient Gauls from the various other 
people, who, trom time to time, have fettled there ? 
in Spain, who can diftinguifh exactly between the 
firtt pofteffors the Spaniards, and the Goths and 
Moors, who conquered and kept poffeffion of the 
country for fome time? In England, who can pre- 
tend tolay, withcertainty, which families are derived 
from the ancient Britons, and which from the Ro- 
mans, or Saxons, or Danes, or Normans? The moft 
ancient and honourable pedigrees can be traced up 
only to a cerrain period, and beyond that there is 
nothing but conjecture and uncertainty, obfcurity 
and ignorance. Butthe Jews can go up higher than 
any nation; they can even deduce their pedigree 
from the beginning of the world. They may not 
know from what particular tribe or family they are 
defcended, but they know certainly that they all 
fprung trom the ftock of Abraham. And yet the 
contempt with which they have been treated, and 
the hadfhips which they have undergone in almoft 
all countries, fhould, one would think, have made 
them defirous to forget or renounce their original ; 
but they proftels it, they glory in it: and after fo 
many wars, maffacres, and perfecutions, they ftill 
fubfilt, they {till are very numerous: and what but 
a fupernatural power could have preferved them in 
fuch a manner as no other nation upon earth hath 
been preferved ? 

While we behold, with aftonifhment, the wife dif- 
peniations of Providence, in having protected the 
Jews even to the prefent period, we cannot, without 
equal afionifiment, reflect on the circumftance of 
his having, been pleafed likewife utterly to deftroy 
their enemies. ‘Che firft oppreffors of the Jews were 
the Migyptians, who detained them from their own 
land, compelled them into captivity, treated them 
with great crucity, and kept chem for many years in 
bondage. “The Affyrians carried away captives the 
ren tribes of Ilracl, and the Babylonians atterwards 
the two remaining tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 
The Syro-Macedonians, efpecially Antiochus Epi- 


They ftill live as a diftinét’ 


‘Cuap, V 


phanes, cruelly perfecuted them: and the Romans 
utterly diffolved the Jewifh ftate, and dilperfed the 
people fo thar they have never been able to recover 
their city and country from that time to the pretent, 


And where are now thefe great and famous mo- 
narchies, which, in their time, fubdued and op- 
prefled the people of God ? are they not vanifhed, 
and not only their power, but almoft even their 
very names, loftontheearth ? The Egyptians, Af 
fyrians, and Babylonians, were overthrown, and en- 
tirely fubjugated by the Perfians: and the Perftans 
(it is remarkable) were the reflorers of the Jews, as 
well as the deftroyers of their enemies. “The Syro- 
Macedonians were fwallowed up by the Romans: 
and the Roman empire, great and powerful as it 
was, was broken into pieces by the repeated incur- 
fions of the northern nations; while the Jews are 
fubfifting as a diftinét people to this day. And how 
wonderful is it to think, that the vanquifhed fhould 
fo many ages furvive the victors, and the former be 
ipread all over the world, while the latter are no 
more! 


The Divine vengeance hath not only puntfhed 
nations for their cruelties to the Jews, but hath 
likewile purfued even fingle perions who have been fi: 
their perlecutors and oppreiiors. The firft-born of r= 
Pharaoh was deftroyed, and himfelf, with his hoft, 
drowned in the Red Sea. Moft of thofe who op- 
preffed Ifrael in the days of the Judges came to an 
untimely end. Nebuchadnezzar was ftricken with 
madnefs, and the crown was foon transferred from 
his family to ftrangers. Antiochus Epiphanes died 
in great agonies, with ulcers and vermin iffuing from 
his body, fo that the filthinefs of him not only be- 
came intolerable to his attendants, but even to him- 
felf. Herod, who was a cruel tyrant to the Jews, 
died in the like miferable manner. Flaccus, gover- 
nor of Egypt, who barbaroufly plundered and op- 
prefled the Jews of Alexandria, was afterwards ba- 
nifhed and flain. And ealesis: who perfecuted 
the Jews, for refufing to-pay Divine honour to his 
ftatue, was murdered in the flower of his age, after 
a fhort and wicked reign. 


Ever fince the Jews have abfolutely rejected the 
gofpel, and been no longer the people of God, there 
have not been any vifible manifeftations of a Divine 
interpofition in their favour. Asa punifhment for 
their infidelity, they have, for ages paft, been dif- 
perfed all é6ver the world, without having either a 
temporal or fpiritual protector. They are defpifed 
in all parts where they inhabit, and are the general 
{coff and ridicule of the people of all kingdoms. 


Another moft diftinguifhed and memorable in- ,,, 
ftance of the truth of prophecy is, the defolation 4}. 
of Judea. This prophecy was delivered fo long 
ago as the time of Mofes: “I will fcatter you 
‘among the heathen, and will draw out a fword 
“after you; and your land fhall be defolate, and 
your cities wafte.” Levit. xxvi. 33. It was like- 
wile foretold by the prophet Ifaiah, who (fpeaking 
as prophets frequently did, of things future as pre- 
fent) days, ‘* Your country is defolate, your citics 
“ are burnt with fire; your land, ftrangers devour 
it in your prefence, and it is defolate as over- 
thrown by ftrangers. And the daughter of Zion 
is left as a cottage in-a vineyard, as a lodge ina 
garden of cucumbers, as a befieged city.” “Yiaiah, 
chap. i. 7,8, 9. This laft paflage may immediately 
relate to the times of Ahaz and Hezekiah ; but it 
mutt have a farther reference to the devaitations 
made by the Chaldeans, and efpecially by the Ro- 
mans. In this fenfe it is underftood by moift ancient 
interpreters ; and the following words imply no lefs 
than.a general deftruction, and almoft total’ ex- 
tinction of the people, fuch as they fuffered under 
the Chaldeans, but more fully under the Romans: 
“Except the Lord of Hofts had left unto usa very 
“< {mall remnant, we ‘fhould have been as Sodom, 
“¢ and we fhould have been like unto Gomorrah.” 


_ In other places the fame thing is either exprefied 
or implied : and hath not the itate of Judea now 
for many ages been exactly an{fwerable to this de- 
feription? “(hat a country fhould be depopulated 
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: de fruitf And perhaps 
and defclated by the incurfions and depredations of || f very rocks were made peuittey a pens 
joreign armics is nothing wondertul, buc thac itt} f there is no fpot of Broun) t ni ‘ GUCLIONLOE 
fhould jie lo many ages in this mierable cond:mon jf (0 Was not jormerly mp a eee i ahaeineite 
is mare than mancan forelce, and could be revealed | fomeching or other, miniler ing to the tutte se 

vice dyyeiglhs ian rH YS of human lite. bor nothing can be more drure 
enly by the Divine will. ee : a OM ENO EOS 
eu Pea Ta : Pa asi. A ful chan the plain countries, whether for the pro- 
ihe lung wretched flate of the land of Jucea, in do *S duction of corn or cattle, and confeqacntly of 
being 1erlaken by its original inhabitants, and lett fh. Saale, Ene WL. chicas Faapraperlor all cattle, 
deichite and uncultivated, hes oecafioned tome cen- 7), mica Samet cae inated Jaro fuch beds-as 
tioverty. It has been taid, fo barren a country yg ie helore deloribedy lervead very well to bear 
coull never have lecn: i lund Rossing wien Will ! * Corn, melons, gourds. cucumbers, and fuch like 
“and honey,” nor have tupplied and maintained i} ** garden diuli, which makes the principal food of 
fuch multitudes as it is reprelented to have cone. « Thele c Nes tor feveral months in the year. 
But thofe who make this ebtervation, do net tee or . Mile eagil rocky NER of all iichiccoull 10e 
contider, that hereby the prophecies are fullilled. well be adjufted in that manner for the produc- 
From the concurrent tellimonies of thofe who { “ tion of corn, might yet lerve tor the plantation 
bett knew ie (namely, the people who inhabiced in) 1] © of vines and olive trees; which delight to extract 
“the land of Judca was formerly a good and fertile “* the one its fatnefs, the other its fprightly juice, 
country. Both Ariiteas and Jotephus ipeak larecly * chiefly cut of fuch dry and Minty places. And 
in commendation of its rrumrulnacis; and though “ the great phn joining to the Dead Sea, which, by 
fomething may be allowed to national prejudices, “ reaton ofits faleness, might be thought unfervice- 
yer they would hardly have had the confidence to * able both for caitle, corn, otives, and vines, had 
adere a thing which all che worid could ealily con- “yetits proper ufcfulnets for the nourifiment of 
tradiét and dulprove. Way, there are even heathen ' “ Hees, anddor the tabric of hone 's of which Jote- 
authors who bear teflimony to the truiuiulaeds of pO  phus gives us histeflimony. De Bell. Jud. Lib. 5. 
the land; though we prelume that, alter the Baby - cap... And | have reafon to believe it, becwuic, 
Jonifh captivity, it never recovered to be again what “when [was there, Eperecived, in many places, a 
it was before. Strabo, indeed, deferibes the coun- “© finell of honey and wax, as flrong as if one had 
try aboue jJerufalem as rocky and barren, but he | “been in an apiary. Why then might not this 
commends other parts, parucularly abouc Jordan. “ country very well maintain the vatt number of ics. 
and Jericho. Pdecatmus giveth it the characler of “inhabitants, being in every part fo productive of 
one of the beft and mott fertile countries. And i] & either milk, corn, wine, oil, or honey, which are 
‘Lacitus Jaith, ‘icraincth teldom,; the foilis fruit- {© the principal food of thele eattern nations? “Che 
tul; truits abound as with us; and, befides them, i] ** conilitution of their bodies, and the nature of 
Jthe balla and palm trees.” And, notwithtlanding ** their clime, inclining then toa more abflemious 
the long defolation of the land, there are itil vifible “diet than we ufe in Mngland, and other colder 

Juch marks and tokens of druictulnefs, as may con- * regions.” 

vince any one chat it once deferved the charncter In the delerip-tion which Dr. Shaw gives, he af- 
which is given it in the facred writings. ferts, that “were the Holy Land as well peopled 
To fatisiy thole who may be doubtful of the truth “Sand cultivated as in former times, ic would be 
of this afiertion, we fhall take notice of the obler- | “fill more fruitful than che very bell part of the 
vations made by Mr. Maundrell and Dr. Shaw, “< coalt of Syria and Phoonice; for the foi inelf 
uwo ingenious travellers of our own nation. “Phe {| ‘* Gays he) is generally much richer, and, all things 
firlt of thele fays, “* All along thisday’s travel, from |! ‘© confidered, yields a more preferable crop. ‘Thus 
“© Kane Leban to Beer, and allo as faras we could “© the cotton that is gathered in rhe plainsof Ra- 
“© fee round, the country difcovered a quite differ- *S mah, Mldracion, and Zabulun, is in more citeem 
“* ent face from whatithad before; prelenting no- “* chan what is cultivated near Sidon and ‘Vripoly. 
** thing to the view, in molt places, but naked | *¢ Neither is it poffible for pulle, wheat, or any fore 
“© rocks, mountains, and precipices. At fight of ** of grain, to be more excellent than what is com- 
“* this pilgrims areapt to be much aftonifhed and | “monly fold in Jerufalem. Whe barrennels, or 
* baulked in theirexpectations, finding that coun- ** rather fearcity, which dome authors may cither 
“try in fuchaninholpicable condition, concerning | <s ignorantly or malicioufly complain of, does nat 
“ whole pleafantnels and plenty they had before ‘| © proceed from the natural unfruitfulnels of the 
*¢ formed, in their minds, fuch high ideas, fromthe |; country, but from want of inhabitants, and 
** delcription given of it in the word of God; in- | “* the great averfion there is to labour and induitry 
** fomuch that it almo({t ftartles their taith, when j] ‘ in thole few who poflefs it. “here are, befides, 
“* they reflect how it could be pofiible for a land jf “ fuch perpetual difcords and depredations among 
= like this to fupply food for fo prodigious a num- i ee the governors who fhare this fine country, that, 
** ber of inhabitants as are faid to have been polled i] S allowing it was bettcr peopled, there would be 
“in thetwelve tribes acone time; the number given | *° fmall encouragement to fow, when it was uncer- 
“in by Joab (2 Sam. xxiv.) amounting to io lets *¢ tain who Should gather in the harveft. Other- 
** than thirteen hundred thouland fighting men, be- ** wile the land is {ti} capable of affording its neigh- 
* fides women and children. But it is certain that ** bours the like’ fupplics of corn and oil, which it 
*¢ any man, who is nor biaiied to infidelity, may | ** is known to have done in the time of Solomon. 
“ fee, as he pdflesalong, arguments enough tofup- is ‘Vhe parts particularly about Jerufalem, being 
** pore his faith againilfuch feruples. Foricisob- |  deferibed to be rocky and mountainous, have 
“* vious for any one tooblerve, that thefe rocks and ** been therefore fuppofed to be barren and unfruit- 
“hills mult have been anciently covered with “ful. “Yet, granting this conclufion, which is far 
© earth, and cultivated, and made to contribute to ** from being juft, a kingdom is not to be denomi- 
** the maintenance of the inhabitants, no Jefs than “© nated barren or untruitful from one parc of ir 
“* if the country had been all plain: nay, perhaps “* only, bur from the whole. Nay, farther, the blef_ 
* us much more; forafmuch as tuch a mountainous “© fing that was givento Judah was notof the fame 
and Bey ce ieee en gcse ie ee ace oferound . kind with the bleffing of Ather or of Iffachar, 
: for cultivation, than this count y, would amount a that his bread fhould be far, or © his Janet 
“* to ifit were all reduced toa perfect level. For fhould be pleafant,? but that * his eyes thould 
* the hufbanding of thefe mountains, their man- | “be red with wine, and his teeth fhould be white 
** ner was to gather up the fRones, and place them “e with milk.” Gen. xliv. 12. Motes allo makerh 
“© in feveral Jines along the ficies of the hills, in “¢ milk and honey (the chief dainties and fubfift- 
** form ot a wali. By fuch borders they fapport- ** ence of the earlier ages, as they continue to be of 
* ed the mould from tumbling or being wathed * the Bedoween Arabs) to be © the glory of all 
“© down; and formed many beds of excellent foil, | *\ Jands?? all which produCtions are either actually 
* rifing gradually one above another, from the bot- : enjoyed, or at Jeatt might be, by proper care and 
tom to the top of the mountains. Of this form application, Theplenty of winealone is wanting 

*° of culture you fee evident toortkeps wherever you Sat prefent; yet, from the goodnefs of that little 
** go on ail the mountains in Valeftine. Thus the * which is fll made at Ferufalem and Liebron, we 
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find that thefe barren rocks (as they are called) 
might yicld a much greater quantity, if the ab- 
Nemious Turk and Arab would permit a further 
increale and improvement to be made of the 
vine, cc.” 


se 
ee 
“es 
ee 


The prophets Jeremiah, Ifmiah, and others, not 
only foretold the defolation Gi the country of the 
Jews, and their difperfion through all parts of the 
world, but Jikewife their infidelity in difbclieving 
the Meffiah, and what would be the contequences 
thac would refule therefrom. Of this there are nu- 
merous inftances,; but it will be fufficient to pro- 
duce one or two paflages trom tbe prophet Tfaiah. 
s* Who hath believed our report? and to whom is 
** the arm_of the Lord revealed?” Maiah lit. 1. 
Thele words both St. John and St. Paul have ex- 
prefsly applied to the unbelieving Jews of their 
time. ‘he prophet likewile aMigns the reafon why 
they would not receive the McMiah, namely, becaule 
of his lew and afi@led condition: and it ts certain 
they rejected him on this account, having ali along 
expected him to come as a temporal prince and de- 
liverer in great power and glory. 


Vhe prophet Ifaiab was commiffinned to declare 
unto the people the judgments of God for their in- 
fidelity and difobedience. And he faid, ** Go ye 
“and tell chis people, lear ye indeed, but under- 
S* (tand not; and ice ye indced, but perccive not. 
*¢ Miake the hearts of this people fat, and mzke 
*¢ their ears heavy, and fhut their eyes; lett they 
S* fee with theireyes, and hear with their ears, and 
* underitand with their heart, and convert, and 
** be healed.” [faiah vi. 9, &c. 


The prophets, in che {tile of fceripture, are faid 
to do” what they declare “t-will bc done: and 
in ike manner Jeremiah is faid to be “ fet over the 
** nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, and 
** to pull down, and to deitrey, and to throw down, 
** to build, and to plants” Jer. i. 10, becaufe he was 
authorifed to make known the purpofes and decrees 
otf God, and becaufe thefe events would follow in 
conteguence of his prophecies. ‘* Make the hearts 
** ot this people fat,” is therefore as much as to fay, 
** Denounce my judgments upon this people, that 
*© their hearts fhall be fat, and their cars heavy, 
© and their eyes fhut; left they fee with their eyes, 
“and hear with their ears, and underftand with 
** their hearty and convert, and be healed.” This 
prophecy might relate, in fome meafure, to the 
flate of the Jews before the Babylonith captivity, 
but it did not receive its full completion till the days 
of Our Saviour: and in this fenfe ic is underflood 
and applied by the writers of the New tcitament, 
and by Our Saviour himitelf. 


ce 
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Jeremiah is then informed, that this infidelity and 
obilinacy ef his countrymen fhould be of long du- 
ration. “* Then taid t, Lord, how long? And he 
** antwered, Until the cities be wafted without in- 
habitant, and the houfes without man, and the 
Jand be utterly defolate; and the Lord have re- 
moved men far away, and there be a great for- 
faking in the midit of the land.??) What a re- 
markable gradation is here in the denouncing of 
thele judgments! Not only Jerufalem and ‘the 
** cities Should be watted withouc inhabitants,” but 
even the fingle ‘* houtes’” fhould be ‘ without 
“© man; and nat only the SS heufes” of the cities 
fhould be ‘S without man,” but even the country 
fhould be *S utterly delolate;? and not oniy rhe 
people fhould be removed out of the ‘SJand,”? but 
*© the Lord? fhould © remove them faraway ;”? and 
they fhould noc be removed fer a fhort period, but 

re fhould be Sta greav? or rather SS a long for- 
ing in the midfi of the land.” 
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And have not we teen all thefe particulars exadtly 
Fouled? Ehave not the Jews laboured under a {p1- 


ritual b} » and inracuation in SS hearing but 
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this is no lets abfurd-than vain. 


O? 
we, 
“© houfes without man?” Hath not their“ land been 
** utterly defolate 2?” Have they not been ** remoy. 

ed far away,” even into the molt difltanc parts of 
the earth? And hath not their removal or banith. 
ment been now upwards of 1700. years duration? 
Do they not tkill continue deaf and blind, unbeliev.. 
ing and obilinate? 


ee 


When this prophecy was delivertd, the Jews glo- 
ried in being the peculiar people of God; and would 
any Jew of himfcif have cither thought, or faid, 
that his nation would, in procefs of time, become 
an infidel and reprobate for many ages, oppreficd by 
man, and forfaken by God? It was more than 750 
years before Chrifl that the prophet [atah prediéttd 
thefe things; and how could he have {fo done, un. 
Jefs be had been illuminated by the Divine vifion? 
or how could they have fucceeded accordingly, un- 
ie te fpirit of prophecy had been the Spirit of 

sod? 


Gf the like nature are the prophecies concerning 
the calling and obedience of the Gentiles. How 
could fuch an event be forefeen hundreds of years 
before it happened? Buc the prophets are full of the 
glorious fubject, and tpeak with delight and rap- 
ture of the univerfal kingdom of the MeMiah: that 
** God would give unto him the heathen for his 
“¢ inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth 
for his poffeffion.” Plalm ii. 8. That “ all the 
ends of the world fhould remember and turn un- 
to the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations 
fhould worfhip before him.” Palm xxii. 27, 
Vhat in the Jatt days che mountain of the houle 
ot the Lord fhould be eftablifhed on the top of 
the mountain, and fllould be exalted above the 
hills, and all people fhould flow unto ic.” Micah 
iv. 1. (which paflage is allo to be found in Ifaiah ii. 
2.) That *S fromthe rifing of the fun even unto 
* the going down of the Jame, my name fhall be 

Great among the Gentiles, and in every place in- 
cenfe fhall be offered unto my name, and a pure 
offering, for my name fhall be great among the 
*S heathen, faith the Lord of hofls.?? Malachin r1, 


But the prophet Ifaiah is more copious upon this 
as well as other evangelical fubjects 5 and his 49th 
and Goth chapters treat particularly of the glory of 
the church in the abundant acces of the Gentiles. 
‘© Itis alight thing that thou fhoulde{t be my ter- 

vant to raife up the tribes of Jacob, and to re- 
{tore the preserved of Hrael: Dwill alfo give thee 
for 2 light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeft be 
my falvation unto the end of the earth.” [aiah 
xlix. 6. Andagain, “ Arife, fhine, for chy light is 
“* come, and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon 

thee. “he Gentiles fhall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightne(s of thy rifing. The abun- 
dance of the fea fhall be converted unto thee, the 
torces of the Gentiles fhall come unto thee, &c.” 
Hlaiah Ix. 1, 3,5, &c. 

The Jews have applied thefe prophecies to the 
profelytes whom they have gained in the different 
nations into which they have been difperfed , but 
The number, of 
their proielytes was very inconfiderable, and nothing 
to antwer thele pompous delcriptions, Neither was 
their rehigion ever defigned, by its founder, for ait 
univerfal religion, their worfhip and facrifices being 
confined to one certain place, whither all the males 
were obliged to repair thrice every year, fo that it 
was plainly calculated for a particular people, and 
could never become the religion of the whole 
world. There was, indeed, to be a religion, which 
was to be defigned tor all nations, to be preached in 
all, and to be received in all: but what profpect or 
probability was there that fuch a generous inftice- 
tion fhould proceed from fuch a narrow-minded 
people asthe Jews, or that the Gentiles fhould ever 
receive a religion from the very people whom they 
mofl hated and defpiled? Was it not much more 
likely that the Jews would be corrupted by the ido- 
latrous nations around them, and be induced to 
comply with the maxims of their powerful neigh- 
bours, than that they fhould be the happy inttru- 
ments of reforming the world, and converting fome 
of all nations to che worfhip of the true God? Th 
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Vhe propher farther intimates, that this revolu- 
tion (the greateit chat ever bappencd in the religious 
world) fhould be effected by a few people, of low 
rankand education. ‘S A little one fhall become 2 
“ thouland, and a fmall ene a firong naticn.” 
Uaiah Ix. 22. 


The commiilion given by Our Blefcd Saviour to 
his apotlles, was, * Go, teach all nations.” And 
who were the perfons to whom this conmmilfion was 
given? Was ic to chofe who might bave been 
thought bell qualified to carry it Into executicn, 
fuch as the rich, che wife, the mighty of this world ? 
No: they were chiefly afew poor fifhermen, of low 
parentage and education, of no learning or clo- 
quence, of no policy or addres, of no worldly re- 
pute or authoriry, defpifed as Jews by the reft of 
munkind, and as the meaneft and wertk of Jews 
by che Jews themfelves.  “Vhefe were the perfons 
(ttrange and wonderful as it may app who were 
o contend with the prejudices of all che world, the 
fupertticions of the people, the interclis of the 
prictts, the vanity of the philofophers, the pride of 
rulers, the malice of Jews, the learning of Greece, 
and the power of the Roman empire. 












This great revolution was not only to ke brought 
abour by a few perlons of mean birth, bue it was 
likewile co be cffeed ina very fhore pace of time. 
* Pthe Lord will hatlen icin his time.” laiah Ix. 


22. 


After the afcenfion of Our Saviour, the number 
of the ditciples cogecher was about St an hundred 
-  andtweney,” Adts i. 15. but they foon increaled 
and multiplied. Phe firtl fermon preached by St. 
Peter added unto them ‘* about chree thouland 
* foulss” Aéts ii, a4. and the fecond misde up the 
number “ about five thoufand.” Acts iv. 4. 





Previous to the final defru@ion of Jerufalem 
(for about the fpace of forty years) the goipel had 
been fo fpread, that it was preached in alimolt every, 
region of the then known world. In the reign of 
Conttantine che Great, Chriflianicy became the re. 
ligion of che enipire; and, after having luficred a 
little under Julian, it entirely prevailed, and tri- 
umphed over paganifm and idolatry; and (till does 
prevailin the moll civilized and improved parts of 
the certh. All this was more than man could fore. 
fee, and much more than man could execute; and 
to this day we experience the good effects of thele 
prophecies. 

‘The fpeedy propagation of the gefpel could not 
have been effected by perfons fo uncqualto the tatk, 
if the fame idvine Spirit, who ferctald it, had not 
ikewile amid chem in ir, according to the pro- 
mife, “6 J the Lerd will batten it in his tinie.? In 
Short, we may be as certain as i owe bad beheld it 
with ourowncyes, thatthe matter really was as 1e- 
prefented by the Kivangelift; “* They wene forth and 
** preached every where, the Tord working with 
* them, and conlirming the word with figns tol- 
“© lowing.” Mark xvi. 20. 





But neither the prophecies concerning the Gen- 
tiles, nor thofe concerning the Jews, have yet re- 
ceived their full and entire completion. Our Sa- 
viour hath not yet had ‘6 the uctermoit parts of the 
“earch for his pofleffion:” Pialm it. 8. ** All the 
** ends of the earth have nor yet turned unto the 
“© Lord,” xxif. 27. °%* All people, nations, and 
“* Janguages.” have not yet ‘S ferved him:” Dan. 
vii, ig, Vhefe things have hitherto been only par- 
tially, bucthey will, in time, be cven literally Ful- 
filled. Neither are the Jews yet made ** an eternal 
* excellency, a joy of many generations.?? Haiah 
Ix. 15. The time is not yet come, when “ violence 
** fhall no more be heard in the land, waiting nor 
S* deftruction within their berders;” ver. 18. God?s 
promifes to them are not yer fulfilled co rhe extenc. 
S* Behold, [will take the children of Hrael from 
“* among the heathen, whither they be gone, and 
Swill gather them on every fide, and bring then 
“© into thefr own land. And they fhall dwell in the 
** land thet I have given unto Jacob my fervant, 
** even they and their children, and their childrens 


Tic Propuectcs of JEREMIAH, Ge. 


** children for ever, and my fervant David fhall be 
“© their prince for ever.? Mack. xxxvil, 29. 25. 
© "Phen thall they know thac Lam the Lord their 
* God, who cauled them to be led into captivity 
“among the heathen, buc 1 have gathered them 
“unto their own land, and have left none of them 
*S any more there. Neither will I hidemy face any 
* more trom them, for L have poured our my spirie 
* upon the houle of Hracl, faith the Lord God.” 
Tfzck, xxxix. 28, 29. 


However, what hath already been accomplifhed, 
isa fufficient pledge and earneil of whac is yet to 
come:and we have all imaginable teafon to believe, 
fince fo many of thele prophecies have been ful- 
filled, chat the remaining ones will be fulfilled alto; 
that there will be yet a greater harvell of che na- 
tions, and the yee unconverted parts of the earth 
will be enlightened with the knowledge of the 
Lord; and that the Jews will, in God’s Sood time, 
be converted to Chrittianity, and, upon their con- 
verfion, be again reftored to their native country. 
The prophet }lofta fays, 6S “Phe children of Hracl 
fhall abide many days without a kings, and with- 
outa prince, and wichour a lacrifice, and without 
an image, (or altar,) and withoucan ephod, (or 
pref ro wearan ephod,) or without teraphiny, (or 
Divine maniteltations.) ALterward fhall che ehil- 
dren of Hrael recurn, and feek the ord) cheir 
God, and fhall fearthe Lord and his poodneis in 
the latter days.” blotea iil... 4. 
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The Jews were once the peculiar people of God: 
and (as Sr. Paul faith) ** Piath God catt-away his 
““peopie? God forbid.” Rom. xi. We fee thar, 
after fo many ages, they are (lil preferved, bya mi- 
raculous Providence, a diitingt peoples; and why is 
fuch a continued miracle exerted but for the greac- 
crilluflration of the Divine truch, and che better 
accomplifhment of the Vivine promites, as well 
thofe which are yet to be, as those which are already 
fulfilled ? 


‘The great empires and powers which have here- 
tofore, in their turns, fubcdued and oppreftd che 
people of God, are sll come to ruin: becaufe though 
they executed the Divine purpofes in opprefling the 
Jews, yet that was more than they knew s and their 
Intentions, In acting as they did, were only to gra- 
ufy their own pride and ambition, their own crucl- 
ty and revenge. And lince fuch hath been the fatal 
end of the enemies and oppreffors of the Jews, in 
tormer times, ic fhould ferve as a warning to all 
thofe who may, at any time, or upon any occafion, 
hereaiter, be inclined to raile a clamour and perle- 
cucion again{l them. 


Ie mult be allowed that the Jews are exceeding 
blamecable for fill perfitting in their inGuelicy, after 
Jo many means have been taken to bring them to a 
fenle of conviction; but this does not authorize us 
to proferibe, abule, injure, and opprefs them, as 
Chriflians, of more zeal than either knowledge or 
charity, have, in all ayes, been inclined todo. “Cha- 
““ rity is ggreater than faith; and ic is worfe in us 
to be cruel and uncharitable, than it is in them to 
be obilinate and unbelieving. 


Tt may be obferved by fome, that fhewing com- 
pafion to thete unhappy people would be a means 
of defeating the fulAlmenc of the prophecies. Bur 
this is far from being thecafe; they were to be har- 
raficd and eppreficd only by wicked nations; che 


‘goo'l were to fhew mercy on thems; and we fhoulc 


chule rather to be the difpenfers of God’s mercies 
than the executioners of his judgments, 


_If we read the eleventh chapter of St. Pauls 
Fipiflle to the Romans, we fhall there fee with thac 
great apoftle of the Gentiles (who certainly under- 
ftoed the prophecies better thant any at us can pre- 
tend to do) frith of the infidelity of the Jews. Some 
of the Gentiles of his time valued thenfelves upon 
their fuperior advantages, and he reproves them far 
it, that they, who were cut out of the olive-tree 

©‘ which is wild by nature, and were grafted, con. 
trary to nature, into a good olive-tree,”? fhould 
prefume to “ boaft againit the natural branches. 
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Rom. xi. 18, 24. _Bur what would he have faid, if 
they had made religion an inftrament of faction, 
and had been for ftirring up a perfecution againft 
them? : 

Chriftians of all denominations fhould confider 
and refic&t, that it is to che Jews we owe the oracles 
of God, and the feriptures of the New Teftament as 
well as the Old. We fhould confider thar ‘ the 
“ slorious company of the apoftles,”” as well as the 
* soodly fellowfhip of the prophets,” were all Jews. 
We thould confider that ‘* of them ‘as concerning 
the fefh Chrift came,” the Saviour of the world, 
and furely fomething of kindneis and gratitude is 
due for fuch infinite obligations. 

Though the Jews are now broken off, yet they 
are notutterly callaway. “ Becaufe of unbelief,” 
as St. Paul argueth, they ** were broken off, and” 
thou “ ftandelt by-faith; be not high-minded, but 
“ fear? Rom. xi. 20. “There will be a time when 
they will be grafted in again, and again become the 
people of God: for, as the apoftle proceeds, “ T 
* would not brethren that ye fhould be ignorant of 
“¢ this my ftory left you thould be wife in your own 
“ conceits; that blindnets in pare is happened to 
“© Tfrael, until the fulnefs of the Gentiles be come 
“in, and fo all ifracl fhall be faved.” Rom. xi. 


2 
5, 20. 


And which now, it may be afked, is the moft. 
likely method to contribute to the converfion of 
thefe unhappy people? which are the mott natural 
means of reconciling them to us and our religion? 
Ts it to be efleéted by prayer, argument, long-luffer- 
ing, gentlene!s and goodnels; or by noile, invective, 
injury, and outrage; the maliceofiome, and the tolly 
and imadnels of more? They certainly cannot be 
worfenow than when they crucified the Son of God, 
and perlecuted his apoitles. But what faith Our 
Blefled Saviour himielf? ‘* Father forgive them, for 
“¢ they know not what they do.’ Luke xxiil. 34. 
And what faith his apoftle St. Paul? ‘ Brethren, 
“© my heart’s defire and prayer to God for Hrael is, 
** thatthey might be faved.” Rom. x. 1. 


In conformity to thefe blefed examples, our 
church hath alfo taught us to pray for them: and 
how can prayer and perfecution confit and agree to- 
gether? Vhole who encourage persecution of any 
kind, are notonly pretended friends to the church, 
but real enemies to religion. All true members of 
the church, all crue Proteftants, all true Chriftians, 
will, asthe apottle adviléth, “© putaway all bictter- 
“ nefs and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
*¢ evil fpeaking, with all malice.” lphef. iv. gi. 
And they willall join heartand voice in that excel- 
Jent collect, ‘S Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
*¢ Infidels, and lieretics, and take from them all ig- 
<¢ norance, hardnefs of heart, and contempt of thy 
“ word: and fo fetch them home, blefléd ord, to 
“ thy flock, that they may be javed among the 
“* yemnant of the true Hfraelites, and be made one 
*© fold ander one fhepherd, Jefus Chrift our Lord.” 


CHAP. VII. 


Prophecies concerning the ancient city of Nineveh. 
“ap tae firft great prophecies contained in the Old 


Teftament are thofe which more immediately 
relate co the Jews themielves, who were once the pe- 


ef culiar people of God; and the principal fubjects of 


thole prophecies are the various changes and revo-~ 


st lutions that were to happen in the Jewith church 
> anel (Late. 


But the fpiric of prophecy is not con- 
fined to the Jews alone; there are other fubjects oc- 
cafionally tucraduceds; and tor the greater manifet- 
tationor Divine Providence, the fate ofother nations 
is alfo foretold, and more-elpecially thoie which lay 
in the neighbourhood of Judea, and had intercourie 
and connection with the Jews. 


It is much to be lamented, that, of thefe eaftern 
nations, and oi i arty times, we have no regular 
hitleries, bur only a few tragments which have ef- 


caped che general Hiinweeets of time, From thele, 
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however, we fee enough to make us admire the 
great works of Providence; and from thefe are 
clearly fhown, that the revolutions of cities and 
kingdoms hath heen fuch as was long ago foretold 
by the prophets. 


The firft prophecies we fhall notice on this fub- 
ject are thofe relative to the ancient city of Nineveh, 
once the metropolis of the Affyrian empire, and 
whole inhabitants noc only deftroyed the kingdom 
of Ifrael, but likewife greatly oppreffed the king. 
dom of Judah. 


The prophet Ifaiah,in denouncing the judgments tis, 4. 

of God againft the Affyrians, jays, “* O Aifyrian : 
‘© rhe rod of mine anger, and the itaff in their hand 
** is my indignation.” [aiah x. 3. Tt was the will G3 
of Providence that thofe people fhould be employed & 5 
as the minilters of his wrath, and executioners of his '"- 
vengeance, againft the perverfe and obllinate Jews, 
‘© T will fead him againit an hypocritical nation, 
Sand againit the people of my wrath will I give 
‘© him a charge to take the fpoil, and to take the 
“© prey, and co tread them down lke the mire in the 
** ftreets.” Hatah x. 6. Butit was far trom any in. 
tent of the Affyrians to execute the Divine will, or 
to chaftife the vices of mankind; they only meant to 
extend their conquefts, and eftablifh their own do- 
minion upon the ruins of others: ‘* Howhceit he 
‘© meaneth not fo, neither doth his heart think {o, 
** but itis in his heart to deftroy, and cut off na- 
** tions not a few:” ver. 7. Wheretore, when they 
fhall have ferved the purpofesof Divine Providence, 
they fhall be feverely punithed for their pride and 
ambition, their tyranny and cruelty to their neigh- 
bours: ** Wherefore it fhall come to pafs, that 
“© when the Lord hath performed his whole work 
‘© upon mount Zion, and on Jerufalem, I will pu- 
‘nif the truit of the ftout heart of the king.of 
© Affyria, and the glory of his high looks:” 
ver, 12. ‘ 








There was no profpeét of fuch an event as this 
while the Affyrians were in the midft of their fuc- 
ceffes and triumphs; burt itill the word of the pro- 
phet prevailed; and it was not long arter the cala- 
mities they brought upon the Jews, the Affyrian em- 
pire (properly fo called) was overthrown, and Nine- 
veh deftroyed. 


The city of Nineveh was one of the largeft and * 
moft ancient cities in the world. According to the { 
beft chronologers it was built not long after the « 
flood, and very foon aiter the tower of Babel, by 
Nimrod; but being afterwards greatly enlarged by 
Ninus, from him it received its name, It was fitu- 
ated on the banks of the Tigris, and (according to 
the defcription given of it by Diodorus Siculus) 
was, in length, an bundred and fitty ftadia; in 
breadth fourfcore and ten; and in circumference, 
four hundred and feventy; which, being reduced to 
our meafure, make it about twenty-one miles long, 
nine broad, and fifty-four round. Wow great the 
number of its inhabitants was, we may learn trom y,- 
© the fix feore thoufand children whocould not dil i 
“* cern between their right hands and their deft.” ** 
Jonah iv. 11. And, according to a proportionate 
computation, there mutt have been, inthe whole, not 
lefs than fix hundred thoufand perfons, 


"She inhabitants of Nineveh, like thofe of other + 
great cities, abounding in wealth and luxury, be- ¢! 
came very corrupt in their morals. In confequence * 
of this, God was pleafed to commiffion the prophet 
Jonah to preach unto them the neceffity of repent 
ance, as the only means of averting their impending © 
deftruétion: and fuch was the fuccefs of his preach- 
ing, that both the king and people repented, and 
turned from their evil ways, and thereby, fora 
time, efcaped the executions of the Divine judg- 
nents. 
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But this repentance of the Ninevites, we may 
reaionably prelume, wasof no long centinuance; for . 
not many years after, we find che propher Nahum 
foretelling the total and entire deftrudction of th 
city. Indeed, the whole of this prophecy relates to” 
this fingle events and the city was accordingly de- 
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ftroyed by the Medes and Babylonians, who, uni- 
ting together, fubverted the whole Ailyrian em- 
pire. 

Ic is remarkable that the prophet Nahum not 
only toretuld the deilruction of Nineveh, but like- 
wife the manner in which it was to be cfiected. Fle 
foretold that the <iffjrians would be taken while 
they were drunken. ** Por while they be tolden 
** cogether as thorns, and while they are drunken as 
* drunkards, they fhall be devoured as tLubble full 
“dry.” Nahumi. ro. And diodorus Siculus fays, 
* Te was while the <\ffyrian aragy were teatling tor 
their tormer viétorics, that thoicabout Arbaces, (the 
general of the Median forces,) being intormed, by 
fome delerters, of the negligence anddrunkennels in 
the camp of the enemy, affvulted them unexpectedly 
by night, and falling on them while they were in 
the utmolt diforder, and unprepared, became ma- 
flers of che camp, flew many of the toluiers, and 
drove the reft intu the city.” 

The prophet Nahum likewile foretcs, char “ the 
*\ wates of the rivers fhall be opened, and the pa- 
* tace fhall be diflolved.” Nabumino. And Dio- 
dorus tells us, ‘* there was an old prophecy, that 
Nineveh fhould not be taken ull the mver became 
anenemy tothe city; andin che chird year ot the 
fiege, the river, beings twoln with contesaal rains, 
overflowed part of the city, and broke down the 
wall tor twenty furlones: that che king, chinking 
the oracle was tulliiled, and che river become an 
enemy to the city, bute a large funeral pile in the 
palace, and collecting together all his wealth, and 
his concubines and cunuchs, burne himifelt and 
them in the palace; and the cuemy entered the 








breach that the waters had made, and tuok the city. 


Thus we find chat what the propket had pre- 
dicted was literally tullilled. © With an overflow. 
‘Sing flood %e will make an utter end of che place 
“thereof? Nahum. $8. bic Hikewtle promiles the 
enemy much fpoil of gold and filver. “ Pake ye 
“the {poil of filver, take the fpor of golds dor 
* there is no end to the tlore, and glory out of all 
“the pleafane furnicure.” Nahum ii. g. And we 
tread in Diodorus Siculus, that Arbaces carried 
many talents of gold and filver to Kebatane, the 
royal city belonging co the Medes. 


According to the prophecy of Nahum, the city 
was to be dettroyed partly by water, and partly by 
fire. “ Behold, the gates of thy land thal be fet 
“wide open unto thine enemies: the fire fhall de- 
“vour thy bars.” Nahua ii, 13. And we find, by 
Diodorus, that this literally cook place; for, atrer 
the Medes and Babylonians had pofle fled chemlelves 
of the city, they fet fre to it, and reduced the 
greater part of it co athes, 


The propher Nahum was the principal perfon 
who foretold the cotal and entire dedtruétion of the 
ancient city of Nineveh.“ Phe Lord (faith he) 
with an over-running flood will make an utter 
fend of the place thereot, he will make an ucter 
“ends afhdion fhalb not rite up the fecond time.” 
Chap. t. 8,9. Again, *S Where is che dwellings of 
“the lions?” (meaning, Nineveh, whole princes ra- 
vaged Tike lienss) “ behold, Pantvagarnll thee, Gach 
“the Lord of hofls, and f will cut off thy prey from 
“the curth, and the vetceot thy mefengers (all no 
“more be heard?) Chap. ti. 11, 13. And asain, 
AG ak crowned areas the loculls, and thy captains 
“as the prathoppers, Which camp in the hedges in 
“the cold day, but when the fun arilech, they Nee 
“away, and their place is not known. “Chy thep- 
“herds flumiber, O king of Aflyrias thy nobles 
“thall dwell in the dually thy people is leattered 
- upon the Mountaths, dnd no mao pathererhy then: 
i there is no healinss of thy bruile,; thy wound is 

grievous; all that hear the bruit of thee fhall 
*S clap their hands over thee; for upen whom hath 
““not thy wickednels pafled continuably 2” Chap. tii 
17, 18, 19. 

The prophet Zedekiah likewife, in the days of 
Jofiah, king of Judah, foretold the lame melancholy 
event. * The Lord will itretch out his hand againtt 
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“the north, and deftroy Affyria, and will make 
“ Nineveh a delolation, and dry ke a wilderneis : 
“Sand flocks fhall lie down in the midit of her, all 
‘the beatls of the nations; both the cormorant and 
“* bittern fhall lodge inthe upper lintels of it; their 
* voice thall fing in the windows; delolation fhall 
“be in the chrelholds; tor he dhall uncover the 
‘cedar work : this is the rejoicing city that dwele 
“carelefly, chac faid in her heart, bam, and there 
“is none vetide me; how is the become a detola- 
“tion, a place tor beafts to lic down in! every one 
“that patleth by her thal) hiis and wag, his hand.’ 
Zeph. tier, &e. 

Ic is notto be wondered at thar, when thofe pro- 
phecies were at firit delivered, the people fhould 
think it very unlikely they would ever be tulilled. 
What probability, indced, was there to chink thac 
fo greata city, and whieh contained fo many chou- 
{and inhabitants, thould ever be toully deikroyed 2? 
And yet to totally was it dellroved, that even che 
place where it tkood is now fearcely known. 


Tt has been already obferved, thar Nineveh was 
taken and detlroyed by the Medes and Babylonians 5 
and whaec we may realonably fuppofe contribuced to 
coniplete ts rain and devatiation was, Nebuchad- 
nez4ae’s Foon aiter enlarging and beaucil ying of Ba- 
bylon. | Brom that time no, mention is made of Ni- 
nevel by any of the facred writers; and the moft 
anerent of the profane authors, who have oceafion 
to fay any thing abour it, fpeak of it as a city that 
onve Was Sreat aud Aourithing, but now deltroyed 
and detolaie. 


‘The fame accounts are given of it by all our mo- 
dern craveilers, and particularly by “Chevenot, on 
whote authority (ean Pridcaux relates, that “¢ Mo- 
fulis fituared on the weit fide of the river Tigris, 
Where was anciently only a fuburb of rhe Old Ni- 
neveh; forche city idelf dood onthe call fide of che 
river, where are to be feen tome of ics rubbith, of 
Qreat extent, even to this day.” 


Another modern traveller fays, “ In this country 
the famous city of Nineveh once flood, on the eatt- 
ern bank of the river Tigris, oppofite to. the place 
where Motul now flands. ‘here ts nothing now 
to be feen but heaps of rubbrth, almoft a league 
along the river ‘Ligris, oppofite to Molul, which 
people imagine to be the remains of chis valk city.” 


Such hath been the fate of the once great city of 
Nineveh; in the dellrudtion of which is mofl amply 
manitelled the great truths of the Divine predic- 
tions! 


CHAP. VIN. 


Prophecies conceruiny the city of Babyloy, 


TUM city of Babylon, after the deflruction of 
Nineveh, beewme not only the greatell and 
molt magnificent metropolis in the eal, but in the 
whole wor Id. Tt Jo daid, by lome, to have been firtt 
built by Semiramis, queen ol AM rin ; While others 
abiert chat it was bul by Gallus, the fuceeNor of 
Namrod. Bur whoever was the Gril founder, we 
may redonably luppole it received very Crear ime 
provements atterwards 5 and Nebuchadnezzar in 
particuhuy enlarged and beaunied inte fuch ade. 
gree, that he may in a maner Cts hindell boafty) 
he faid to have bolt in tts not thie (fays he) 
teat Babylon thaw) have buile tor the boule of 
ic the kingdom, by the mifsht of ony power, and 
: for the honour of iny majesty??? Lan. iy. ary, 
By one Means or ot her Babylon became fo Oren and 
famous a ciky as to Rive hame to a very’ lane eme 
pire. Ieiscalled, interiprure, ** preat Babylons the 
; tilory of kingdoms 5 the beauty of the Chaldees 
excelleney ; the pradfe of the whole earth, &eo* 
And its beauty, ftreneth, grandeur, walls, henipley 
and palaces, are deteribed with fneh pomp. and 
nupoificence by profane authors, thae ge mufl de 
fervedly have been reputed one of the wouuers of 
the world, ye 


oA Is 


Proy hevien 
Comoe rang, 
the city ut 
Babylon, 








650 


Tre might naturally have been imagined that fuch 
a city as this was in no danger of ever being aban- 
doned, much lefs of its coming to deftruction. 
Such a city as this might furely, with leis vanity 
than any other, boafl that fhe fhould continue for 
ever; but, alas! great as it once was, the time did 
come when all its fplendor was laid afide, and the 
whole became one continued fcene of ruins. 


‘The Baby. _ Lhe inhabitants of Babylon were no lefs enemies 

lonians ene. tO the Jews than thole of Nineveh. The one fub- 

micstothe verted the kingdom of Ifrael, and the other the 

Jews. kingdom of Judah. Itis, therefore, not to be won- 
dered at, that there fhould be feveral prophecies re- 
lative to thele two cities, and that the fate of Ba- 
bylon fhould be foretold as well as that of Nine- 
veh. “* Wrael is a fcattered fheep, the lions have 
** driven him away: frit the king of Affyria hath 
“ devoured him, and lat this Nebuchadnezzar 
** king of Babylon hath broken his bones: There- 
“fore thus faith che Lord of hofts the God of Ii- 
** vael, Behold, I will punith the king of Babylon 
“and his land, as I have punifhed the king of As- 
“fyria.” Lament. 1.17, 18. 


‘The pro- The prophets Ifaiah and Jeremiah very plainly, 
phets Ifiah and ina particular manner, foretold the deftruétion 


acre” of this great city. ) 
the deftrue- Clenfion of the kingdom of Judah. 
tion of Ba- ° 
byton. 


As they pre- 


foretold the downfall of their enemies : and they 
fpeak with fuch affurance of the event, that they 
deferibe a thing future as if it were already pait. 
** Babylon is tallen, is fallen; and all the graven 
“images of her gods he hath broken unto the 
“© ground.” Haiah xxi. g. ‘* Babylon is fuddenly 
“* fallen and deftroyed; howl for her, take balm 
“* for her pain, if fo be fhe may be healed.” Jere- 
miah li. 8. 


Cyrus, who was the conqueror of Babylon, and 
transterred the empire of the Babylonians to the 
Medes and Perfians, was particularly foretold by 
name many years before he was born. [faiah xliv. 
28. xlv. 1. He is honoured with the appellation 
of the *S Lord’s anointed,” and the Lord is faid to 
“© have holden his right hand,” and to have “ gird- 
“edhim.” Ite was certainly a perfon of very ex- 
traordinary abilities, and was raifed up to be the 
inftrument of Providence in executing great and 
wile purpofes. 


Tt was foretold that Cyrus fhould be a great con- 
queror; that he Should ‘* fubdue nations before him: 
“and f will loofe the loins of kings to open before 
** him the two-leaved gates, and the gates fhall not 
“be thut.” Haiah xlv. 1. This was ftri€tly ful- 


Praphecies 
relative to 
Cyrus, 


Alled; for Cyrus fubdued feveral kings, and took: . 


feveral cities, particularly Sardes and Babylon, and 
extended his conquefts all over Afia, from the river 
Indus to the Ai®gean Sea. 


Tt was likewife foretold thar Cyrus fhould find 
great {poil and treature among the nations he fhould 
conquer. “* Twill give thee the treafures of dark- 
“nets, and hidden riches of fecret places.” Haiah 
xiv. 3. And the riches which Cyrus found in his 
conquefts were of prodigious value, as appears from 
the accounts given us by Pliny. Nor can we won- 
der atit, when we confider that thoft parts of Afia, 
at thatrtrme, abounded in wealth and luxury. Ba- 
bylon had been heaping up treafures many years : 
and the riches of Croetus, king of Lydia, whom 
Cyrus conquered and took prifoner, are, in a man- 
ner, become proverbial. 


Vhe prophet Jeremiah not only foretells the de- 
ftruction of the great city of Babylon, bur like- 
wile points out the time when it is to be effected. 
“hele nations (fays he, {peaking of the Jews) 
“ fhall derve the king of Babylon feventy years : 
“And iz dhall come to pals when leventy years are 
“accomplifhed, that 1 will punish the King of Ba- 
“ bylon, and that nation faith the Lord.” Jer. xxv. 
il, 12. This prophecy was delivered, as appears 
from the firtt verte of the chapter, “ in che fourth 
“year at Jehotakiin che fon of Jofiah king of Ju- 
‘ mapas +. > : 
‘dah, thac was the firft year of Nebuchadnezzar 


The Proruecies concerniug BABYLON. 


They both lived during the de- | 


dicted the captivity of the Jews, fo they likewile 


























Crap, Vi 


** king of Babylon;” from which time there were 
feventy years to the taking of Babylon, and the re. 
ftoration of the Jews trom captivity. Nebuchad. 
nezzar, after taking Jerufalem, tranfplanted the 
Jews to Babylon, in order to {trengthen the place: 
,their removal trom thence mutt, therefore, have 
greatly weakened its after which ir became more 
and more diftreffed, till at length it was finally de- 
ftroyed. : 


It was foretold that various nations fhould unite 
againft Babylon. “ The noife of a multitude in 
“the mountains, like as of a great people; atu. 
 multuous noife of the kingdony of nations ga. 
** thered together; the Lord of hofts muttereth the 
“hoft of the batcle.” Uaiah xiii. 4. And particu. 
larly it was foretold, that the kingdoms of Ararat, 
Minni, and Afhchenaz, (that is, the Armenians, 
Phrygians, and other nations,) fhould compote part 
of his army. ‘* Set ye up a ftandard in the land, 
** blow the trumpet among the nations, Prepare the 
“ nations againit her, call together again(t her the 
** kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and, Afhchenaz.” 
Jer. lt. 27. And accordingly Cyrus’s army con- 
fied of various nations; and among them were 
thoté very people whom he had conquered before, 
and now obliged to attend him in this expedi- 
tion, 


It was foretold that the Babylonians fhould be 7 
terrified, and hide themfelves within their wails, tn 
** The mighty men ot Babylon have foreborn to tne 
“* fight, they have remained in their hoids, their 
“* might hath failed, they became as women.” Jer, 
li. 30. And accordingly we find that, after a battle 
or two, the Babylonians never recovered their cou- 
rage to face theenemy in the field again. They ic- 
tired within their wall, and the firtt cime thac Cyrus 
came with his army before the piace, he could not 
provoke them to venture forth and try the fortune 
of arms, even though he fent a challenge to the 
king, to fight with him in fingle combat: and the 
Jaft time that he went, he confulted with his officers 
about the beft method of carrying on the fiege 
“* fince (faith he) they do not come forth an 
fight.” 


Tc was likewife foretold that the river fhould be’ 
dried up before the city fhould be taken. This ap- 
peared very extraordinary, indeed, the river being 
more than two furlongs broad, and deeper than 
the height of two men {landing one upon another ; 
fo that the city was thought to be ftronger and 
better fortified by the river than by the walls. But, 
notwithftanding this, the prophets prediéted that the 
waters fhould be dried up. See Ifaiah xliv. 27. Jer. 
1. 38. li. 36. And accordingly Cyrus turned ‘the 
courfe of the river Euphratys, which ran through 
the midit of Babylon, and, by means of deep 
trenches and canals, fo drained the waters, that 
the river became cafily fordable for his foldiers to 
enter the city; and by thofe means Babylon (which 
was othewile impregnable) was taken. 






















It'was foretold that the city fhould be taken byt 
furprize during the time of a feat. “* J have laid 
“a {nare for thee, and thou arr alfo taken, O Ba-' 
** bylon, and thou walt not aware, thou are found 
““and alfo caught.” Jer. }, 24. ** In their beat] 
“Swill make their feats, and I will make chem 
$* drunken, that they may rejoice, and fleep a pet- 
** petual fleep, and not wake taith the Lord.?? Jer. 
li. 57. And accordingly the city was taken in the 
night of.a great annual feaft, while the inhabicants 
were dancing, drinking, and revelling, and not ha- 
ving the lealt fufpicion that any immediate danger 
was at hand. ; 


Such were the very extraordinary circum ftances 
that attended the reduétion of Babylon: and how 
could any man forefee or foretel fuch fingular 
events, fuch remarkable circumftances, without 


revelation and infpiration from God ? 


If we examine {till farther into thefe myfterious y= 
affairs, we fhall ice how thele and other prophecies 
have, by degrees, been fulfilled; for, in the very 
nature of the thing, they could nor be fulfilled ot 
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VUE. 


at ence.’ “is the prophets efren fpeak of things fo 
bein future, as if they were already eficcted, fo they 
fpeak orten of things to be brought sbout i pro- 
celts of tame, asif they were to buceced rmedi tle 3 
"Phe pall, prefear, and to come, are all alike haewn 
totidinite witdunrs bacicis probable chac the mter- 
mesiate time was not tevealed to the minds of the 
prophets, 





The prophet [kiah addreffeth Babylon by the 





name of 2 yas having never berore been taken 
by an enemy. “ Come and fic down in the dutt, Oo 
virgin daughter ot Babylon,. fiton the ground.’ 
Haiah xlvii. 2. And Elerodecus faith expretsly, thac 
this was the Brit cime Babvion was taken. Atter 
this it never more recovered its ancient tplendor : 
from an imperial ic became a criburary citys from 
being governed by its own kings, and governing 
dtrangers, it became itfelf to be geverned by itran- 
gers; and the feat of empire being trantplanted co 
Shuthan, itdecayed by degrees, till it was at length 
reduced to utter dcfolation. 


We are told by Berofus, that, when Cyrus had 
raken Babylon, he ordered the outer walls to be 
pulled down, beeaute the erty appesred to him very 
dificult to be taken on that account. avnd Neno- 
phon intonms us, that Cyrus obliged the Baby ie- 
nians to deliver up a#ll their arms upon pam ol 
death, diltrrbuted their boll houlfes amengy lis ofii- 
cers, impoled a tribute Upon them, appointed a 
{trong garritcn, and compelled the Babylonians to 
defray the charge, being delirous to keep them poor, 
ag the bett means of keeping chem obedient. 





we 








Bur, notwwithflanding thefe precautions, they re- 
sclled againit Datius; and, in order to hold out to 
the lat extremity, chey took ail their women, and 
each man chooling one of them out of his own fa- 
nuly whom he liked bell, they flrangled the ret}, 
that unneeefsry mouths mighe net confunie their 
provifions. “And bereby (faith Dean Pridcaux) 
was very fignaily fultilled the prophecy of Hath 
againt them, in which he foretold, 1 hat two 
‘things fhould come to them in a moment, in one 
*C day, the duis of children and widowhood, and 
“thar thele thall come upon them in their per- 
“tection, tor the muleitude of their forceries, and 
“the great abundance of their enchantments,” 
Viuahxivit, oo And in what greater perfection could 
thele calamities ceme upon them, than when they 
themitlves thus upon chemlelves became the execu- 
tioners OF Chem 2?) Phey luflained the athule againik 
all the cifurts of Darius for twenty Months 5 and ac 
lenach the city was taken by firatagem, “As toon 
as Darius bad made himiel? malice of the ptice, he 
ordered thice choufind of the principal men to be 








crucified, and thercby tuilled che prophecies of 


the cruchty which che Medes and Perfieas thould 
ule towards the Babylonians, Dhaah xiii. 17, 18, 
Jor. Lope. fe Hhewile demolifhed the wall, and 
burnt the gates, by which was remarkably cubated 
the propheey of Jéercmiahs * "Phus faith the Lord 
“of halls, Phe broad walls of Babylon dhall be 
“utterly broken, ang ber high gates thal) be burne 
“with lire.” Jer. Hi. 58. 

When Xerxes returned from his unfortumate ex. 
pedition inte Givece, parcy our ef reheious zeal, 
(being a profeftd cacmy to image warthips) ane 
partly to reimburte binelt arer fis immente ex. 
penees, he feized upon the treatises, and plandered 
ordellroyed the tun desaad idols ia Babylon, there. 
by acecomplithing the prophecies Of Haiah and Jere. 
miah: Babylon is fallen, is fallen and all the 
“oraven intages of her gods he hath broken unto 
“he ground: Bel boweth dawn, Dsebo lbooperh.” 
Whiah xxioo. devin on. SS Babylon ts‘taken, Betis 
* confounded, Merodach is broken in picces.) And 
“or will pundh Belin Babylon, and to will bring 
“for outot bie mouth thac which he hath fwal- 
“Towed up? den boa liga, Ae his part of 
the propheey was nytt lterally fulfilled, when the 
velich of the Digseat God, which Nebuchadnes. 
gar had brouehe dren: Jeruhdem, and placed in che 
temple of Bel, were rcfioted by order ol Cyrus, and 
carmed back to Je:uhalem., 





The Propuncths convraing BABYLON. 


After the deflru€tion of Babylon by the Perfians, 
Alexander intended to have made t¢ the teat of his 
empire, and actually fee men at work to rebuild the 
temple of Balus, to repair che banks of the river, 
nad to bring back the waters into their own chan- 
nel. But it his deligns had taken ctlect, how 
could the prophecies have been fulfilled 2 And what 
a providence therelore it was, that his defigns did 
not take efiect, and char the breaches were never 
repaired 2 bie meet with fome difficulties in the 
work ; and death Joon after put an end to this and 
all his other projects; and none of his fucceffors 
ever attempted it. Seleucia being builta few years 
after in the neighbourhood, Babylon, in a little 
time, became wholly dejelate, Seleucia not only rob- 
bing ir et its inhabitants, but (according to Pliny) 
even of Its name. 








That the prophecies relative to the fate cf this 
ancient and once magnificent city, have, in the molt 
ilrict manner, been fulfilled, appears from accounts 
given of it by a variety of authors, both ancient and 
modern. Among the tormer, Diodorus Siculus 
deferibes the buildings as ruined or decayed in his 
time, and days, that only afmall part of the city was 
Chenaphabited, the @reatedd pare within che walls be- 
ing abled. Strabo (who wrote not long atter Dio- 
dorus; fays, chat one parc of the city was demo- 
Iithed by the Perfians, and the other by time and the 
neglesi of che Macedonians, and cipecially atter Se- 
tencus Nicanor had buile Seleucia on the Cieris, in 
the ncighbout hood of Babylon, and he and fis fuc- 
ceffors removed their court thither: and now (aith 
he) Seleucia is Qreater than Babylon, and Babylon 
is muchdeferted; fo that one may apply to chis what 
the poet faid of Magalopolis, in Arcadia, *S the 
great city is now become a ereacdefert.?) Pliny, in 
Nike manner, affirms, thacit was reduced to folicude, 
beng exhautted by the neighbourhood of Scleucta, 
built lor that purpole by Scleneus Picanor, Maxi- 
nius “Cyrius mentions ip as Tying negleéted and for. 
fiaken; and Lucian intimates, chatina terle time ic 
would be fought for, and not found. In the time 
oF Jerome (who lived in the fourth century after 
Chrit) it was converted into. a chace, to keep wild 
healts within the compafs of its walls for the hunt- 
ing of the Jateer kings of Perfia, “| We have learned 
©, Gaith he) drom a certain Mlamite brother, who, 

coming out of thole parts, now livech as amonk 
“at Jerufalem, that the royal huntings are in Ba- 
“© bylon, and wild bealts of every kind are confined 
“within the circuit of che walls.’ And a little 
after he faith, “S that, excepting the brick walls, 
“which, after Many years, have been repaired for 
“the enclofing of wild bealts, all the fpace within 
“is entirely delolation.”” 





OF dater anchors the firfl who mentions any thing 
concerning Babylon is Benjamin of “Tudeh few, 
who lived in the twelith century. Tn his itinerary, 
he fays, ‘ancient Babylon is now laid waile; bur 
“fome ruins are lll to be feen of Nebuchadnes- 
gars palace; and men fear to enter them, on ac- 
“count of the ferpents and feorpions which are in 
“the midfl of ite? And ‘Vaxeira, a Porruguete, in 
the defeription of his travels trom India to Iraly, 
fays, ‘* of this great fimous city there is nothing 
“but only a few vetliees remaining, nor ins the 
“whole region is any place Jels frequented.” 








Such are the accounts piven us of the flare of Ba- 
bylon by ancient authors: Jet us fee what relia- 
tion is Piven of at by the writers and travellers of 
modern date. The firfh we fhall quote of thee is 
one Rauwolfy a German traveller, who paffed that 
way tn phe year iaz7q, and whole account of the 
rujns of this once famous city is as follows: ** Ehe 
“village Gays he) of aloge now Heth on the place 
where formerly old Babylon, the mes ropolis of 
“ Chaldaa, was fituated, The harbour is a quarter 
“of a deayue’s diflance from it, where peaple fo 
hore, in order to proceed by land to the cele: 
brated city of Bagdat, which is aday and halt's 
journey from thenee callwitrd onthe Pipris. Phis 
country is Jo dry and biaren, thar it Guiner he 
tilleck, andlo bare, thar feould never have believe 
“ed that this powerful city, once the miolt flately 
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The PROPHECIES concerning BABYLON: 


*¢ and renowned in all the world, and firuated in 
*¢ the pleafant and fruitful country of Shinar, could 
* have ever ftood there, if I had not known it by 
* irs Gtuacion, and many antiquities, of great beauty, 
“ which are {till {tanding hereabout in great deto- 
“lation. Firlt, by the old bridge which was laid 
* over the Euphrates, whereof there are fome pie- 
“ces and-arches {till remaining, built of burnt 
“ brick, and fo ftrong that it is admirable. Juit 
“ before the village of Eulogo is the hill whereon 
** the caftle ftood, and the ruins of its fortification 
“ are ftill vifble, though demolifhed and uninha- 
“ biced. Behind it, at a imall diftance, ftood the 
“ tower of Babylon. It is itill to be feen, and is 
“¢ half a league in diameter, but fo ruinous, fo low, 
“ and fo full of venemous creatures, which lodge 
“¢ in holes made by them in the rubbifh, that no 
© one durlt approach nearer to it than within half 
“a league, except during two months in the win- 
“cer, when thefe animals never ftir out of their 
holes. There is one fort particularly, which the 
inhabitants, in che language of the country, (which 
“Cis Perfian,) call Eglo, the poilon whereof is very 
“* {earching : they are larger than our lizard.” 


Pecrus Vallenfis, (a noble Roman,) who was at 
Bagdat in the year 1616, and went to fee the ruins 
(as they are thought to be) of ancient Babylon, in- 
torms us, that, “in che middle of a valk and level 
“ plain, abouc a quarter of a league from the Eu- 
“ bhrates, which, in that place, runs weltward, ap- 
“Dears an heap of ruined buildings Jike a huge 
“ mountain, the materials of which are fo con- 
© founded. together, chac one knows not what to 
* make of it. Its firuation and form correfpond 
* with thac pyramid which Strabo calls the tower 
* of Belus; and itis, in all likelihood, the tower 
*¢ of Nimrod, in Babylon, or Babel, as that place is 
“itil called. There appear no marks of ruins 
* without the compats of that huge mafs, to con- 
“ vince one fo great a city as Babylon had ever 
** {tood there: ikae difcovers, within fifty or fixty 
© paces of it, are only the remains here and there of 
*¢ fome foundations of buildings: and the country 
* round about it is fo flat and level, that one can 
“¢ hardly believe it fhould be choten for the fitua- 
“‘ rion of fo great and noble a city as Babylon, or 
ff thar there were ever any remarkable buildings 
“ onic: burt, for my part, | am altonifhed there ap- 
“© pears fo much_as there does, conlidering it is at 
* Jeait four thoufand years fince that city was built ; 
“* and that Diodorus Siculus informs us, it was re- 
*© duced almoft ro nothing in his rime.” 


Monf. Tavernier, a very celebrated traveller, tells 
us, that, “Sac the parting of the Tigris, which is but 
“© 4 little way from Bagdat, there is the foundation 
“of acity, which fcems to have been a large league 
“in compals. There are fome of the walls yet 
*¢ ftanding, upon which fix coaches may go abreatt : 
« they are made of burnt brick, ten feet fquare, and 
“* three thick. The chronicles of the country fay, 
“here ftood the ancient Babylon. ‘T'avefnier, 
however, did not think the ruins he faw to be thofe 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, or of the tower of Ba- 
be), as fome have fuppoted they were. He adopts 
the opinion of the Arabs, and fuppofes them ra- 
ther to be the remains of fome tower, built by one 
of their princes for a beacon, to affemble his fub- 
je@ts in time of war, which, in all probability, was 
the real {tate of the cafe. 

The obfervations made by Mr. Salmon (in_his 
Modern Hiftory) relative to Babylon, are certainly 
very ju(t and pertinent. “* What (ays he) is as 
** ftrange as any thing related of Babylon is, that 
$© we cannot learn, with certainty, either from anci- 
“ent writers, or modern travellers, where this fa- 
*< mous city {toad, only in general, that it was fitu- 
ated in the province of Chaldaea, upon the river 
ISuphrates, confiderably above the place where 
it is united with the Tigris. Travellers have 
guelfed, from the great ruins they have difco- 
verec in feveral parts of this country, that in this 
or that place Babylon once ftood : but when we 
come to examine nicely the places they mention, 
we only leara thar they are certainly wrong, and | 
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** have taken the ruins of Seleucia; or fome other 
** great town, for thoie of Babylon.” 


The laft traveller we fhall mention, who takes no- 
tice of the ruins of Babylon, is Mr. Hanway, who, . 
previous to his giving an account of the fiege oj 
Bagdat by Nadir Shah, prefaceth it in rhele words: 
“* Before we enter upon any circumttance relating 
to the fiege of Bagdat, it muy afford tome hehe 
to the lubjeét, to give a fhort account or chis ta. 
mous city, in the neighbourhood of whieh tor. 
mierly ftood the metropolis of one of the mofl an. 
cient and moft.powertul monarchies in the wuld, 
The place is generally called Bagdat, or Bagdad, 
though fome writers preierve the ancicht name of 
“ Babylon. Whe reafon of thus confounding thele 
two cities is, that che Tigris and Kuphrates, 
forming one common ttream before they duem- 
bogue Into the Perfian guiph, are not unfre. 
quencly mentioned as one and the fame river. It 
is certain that the prefent Bagdac is firuated on 
the ‘Vigris ; but.the ancient Babylon, according 
to all hiftorians, boch tdered and prophane, was 
onthe Ruphrates. Vhe rains of the latter, which 
*¢ seographical writers place about fiftcen leagues 
“co the fouth of Bagdat, are now fo much effaced, 
** chat there are hardly any vettiges of them to point 
out the ficuation. “In the time of the emperor 
** Vheodofius there was only a great park remain- 
*S ing, in which the kings of Perfia bred wild bealts 
“ tor the amufemenct of hunting.” 

How evidently’does it appear, from all thefe ac- 
counts, with what great punétualicy time hath tul- 7 
filled the prediétions of the prophets concerning ; 
Babylon! When it was converted into a chafe tor 
wild beatts to feed and breed there, then were ex-! 
actly accomphifhed the words of the prophets, that 
“© che wild beafts of the detert, with the wild casts 
“ of the ifand fhould dwell there, and cry in their 
** defolate houfes.”?. One part of the country was 
overflowed by the river having been turned out of 
its courfe, and never rettored to its former channel, 
and thence became boggy and marfhy 3 fo chat it 
might literally be jaid to be “ta policfiion jor the 
** Bittern and pools of water.” Ifaiah xiv. 23. An- 
other part is defcribed as dry and naked, and bar- 
ren of every thing; fo that thereby was alfo fulfilled 
another prophecy ;_ “ Her cities are a defolation, a 
** dry land anda wilderneis, ajand wherein no man 
“© dwelleth, neither doth any, fon of man_ pafs 
“thereby.” Jer. li. 43. Vhe place thereabout is 
reprefented as over-run with ferpents, fcorpions, 
and all forts of venemous and unclean creatures; 10 
that SS their houfes are full of doleful creatures, 
‘Sand dragons cry in their pleatane palaces; and 
** Babylon is become heaps, a dwelling-place tor 
°° dragons, an atflonifhment and an hiffing without 
San inhabitant.”? For all thete reatons “* neither 
“* can the Arabian pitch his tent there, neither can 
S* the fhepherds make their folds there.””, And when 
we find that modern travellers cannot now certainly 
difcover the fpot of ground whereon this renowned 
city once was fituated, we may very properly fay, 
** How is Babylon become a defolation among the 
** nations ? Every purpote of the Lord hath he per- 
** formed again{t Babylon, to make the land of Ba- 
* bylon a defolarion without an inhabitanc :? and 
the expreffion is no lefs true than fublime, thae “ the 
“© Ford of holts hath {wepe it with the befom of 
* deltru€tion.” 


Thus have we reprefented, in the moft clear and 
undeniable light, the amazing prophecies which 
were foretold and fulfilled concerning the fate of the 
once magnificent city of Babylon. How wonder- 
ful are fuch predictions, compared with the events |. 
and what a convincing argument itis of the truth 
and divinity of the Hloly Scriptures! Well might 
God reprefent this as a memorable inftance of his 
prefcience, and challenge all the other falfe gods 
and their votaries to produce the like. ** Who hath 
* declared this from ancient time? have not I the 
“ Tord? and there is no God elie befide me; a jut 
** God and a Saviour,. there is none befide me; de- 
“ claring the end trom the beginning, and from an- 
“© cient times the things that are not yet done, laying, 
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CHAP. IX. 
} : clin 4 “ue ai as 
ee My counfel fhall itand, and I will do all my plea- | acol o Bee. of Jothes in x 














“dure.” Uaiah xlv. 21. xivi. ro, And, indeed, {1 : i" sc bre 
where can we find a fimilar inftance, but in Scrip- days of the Judges, the inhabitants of ran area 
ture, from the beginning of the world to the pre- to have dwelt carelets and lecure, after che ma 
fent time ? of the Sidonians.”” Judges xviti. 7. 
. : ‘ But though Tyre was the daughter of Sidon, yet -pyie cele. 
CAP. Is, the daughter foon equalled, and, in time, excelled brated for 
40.00 . io ect ‘ the mother, and became the moit celebrated place ie erent 
Prophecies concerning the city of Tyre. in the world tor its crade and navigation, being the tithes. 
Y apy : e feat of commerce, and the center of riches. It is 
pone NOVHER memorable inflance of the great therefore called, by the prophet Haiah, ‘* a mart of 
tedetue. £&, truth of prophecy, is that of the deltruction nations, the crowning city, whole merchants are 
ienet Tye OF Lyre. wt he es of this city, as Welt “princes, whofe traffickers ‘are the honourable of 
tho of Nineveh and Bibylon, were grec enemies ff « theeath™ lish xxii, 3, And Pare 
rahEN Sc SOE ee ae se it were commenting on the words of Maia q 
count that they were punifhed with the Divine ven- “ mare of nations)” recounts the various nations 
geance; it was owing to their pride and ielf-fut- whole commodities were broughce to Tyre, and 
ficiency, both of which were founded on their great bought and fold by the Tyrians. Ezek. xxvii. 
riches obtained by traffic, and tor which they were 2 
more famous than any other nation whatever. In this wealthy and flourifhing. condition WAS Its deftruc- 
The deftrustion of Tyre was predied by the }| Tyrewhen the, groper, foretold it defrudtion 5 Sper 
DIOuiEs lta, pe ee 4 happened ere aitt before it was detltroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. An 7" 
ulate: By a iencanel Ze le na OE a eee extenfive and beneficial trade in any city loon pro- 
matter of doubt among the learned, which ot the [j ¢Xt& } ey and bilGe “See iach: 
Tyres was the tubject of the prophecies, whether duces luxury and pride. So it ACO NAL CE i 
Palatyrus, or Old Tyre, that was feated on the con- rians ; and tor chele, and their other vices, as we 
tinent, or "New Tyre, thae was buileon anailland as tor their infults and injuries dane to Ene JEN hs he 
nearly oppofite. But the beft anfwer to be given Divine vengeance was denounced upon them by che 
: to this, and the moft inconteflible obfervation is, prophets. 
that the prophecies maniteftly appertain to both, ‘Vhe prophet Haiah mentions the pride of the [’y- The mite 
iome expreffions being applicable only to the tor- rians as bemg the principal o-cafion of their fal): and luxuy 
mer, and others only to the latter. "The Lord of hoils (faith be) hath propoted it, ofthe Lye 
oe 1 * ridle a. aa : 
In one place Tyre is defcribed as “* fituate at the |} ¢¢ © ain the ‘ie ie oe all glory, er ro pie ae peer 
“entry of the fea,” Ezek. xxvii. 35 in others as [y 7 contempt all a nC: Pee ere ; si carth, * firudlion, 
“in the midit of the fea,” ver. 4 and 25. Some- jf XX. 9. isaeiic ae CS At eee uxury, anc 
times it is repretented as belieged “* with hories and {| particularly cee ae price ae the king of I ates 
“* with chariots,” Lzek. xxvi. 7, &«. and arother || 10 arrogating to himlelf divine LONOUTS Becaule 
: times it is exprefsly called an ifland, and the fea, |] ( hoe hafl fet thine rae ac a he ai tof God, Be- 
; ‘even the firength of the fea? Ezek. xxiii. 2. Je {{ Sf held, eT Or lw ll bring | THE Crs fear thee, 
; is faid, ** By reafon of the abund:nce of his horfes othe terrible of the nations: and they fhall draw 
: “their dwords again{t the beauty of thy wifdem, 


** their duft fhall cover thee, thy walls fhall fhake 7 : J : 

* at che noile of the horfemen, und of the wheels, “and clicy hall defile thy brightnels.?  lizek, 

“© and of the chariots when he fhal! enter into thy XXvili. 6, Sc. 

“ gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a The prophets Joel and Amos had before de- 

& breach.” Lizek. xxvi. ro. It is atterwards faid, nounced the Divine Judgments on the Vyrians tor sehen 

eS They fhall break down thy walls, and dettroy the their wickednels in general, and in particular for ran dee 
pleafane houfes, and they thall lay thy itones, and their cruelty to the children of Ifrael, and for buy- nounced by 





t thy timber, and thy duft in the widitof the wa- ing and {ling them dike cattle in the markets. ie 
. a ter. Ezek. xxvi. 12. I And again, They fhall Thus taith the Lord by the prophet Joel: “ Becaufe tat Ainose 
: a bring thee down to the pit, and. thou fhalt die “ye have taken my filver and my gold, and have 
: the deaths of them that are flain in the midit of “carried into your temples my goodly pleatant 


“things: the children alo of Judah, and the 
children of Jerufalem have ye fold unto the 
““ Greeians, that ye might remove them tar trom 
included in theie prophecies. “Chey are both com- a ther border: Behold, [ wiil raite them out of 
prehended under the fame name, and both Ipokenof |] ¢, the place whither ye have fold them, and will re- 
as one and the fame city, one pare being buile on turn your recompence upon your own head.’? 
the continent, and the other on an adjoining ifland, || Joel iti. 5, &c. , 


“* the feas.” Ezek. xxviii. 8. 





Ic is evident, from thefe expreffions, that the in- 
fular Tyre, as well as the Tyre on che continent, is 


The prophet Amos fpeaketh to the fame purpofe: 


It was ufual with the prophers, when the e- . | 
prot 7 Bane ye 6° "Vhus faith the Lord, tor three tranfereffions of 


nounced the downfall and defolation of a city or Celia : 
kingdom, to delcribe, by way of contraft, its then « 2Xtus, and for four L will nor turn away the pu- 
flourifhing condition, to fhow, in a tlronger point ¢, nifhment thereo: ; becaufe they delivered up the 
of view, how Providence changeth the fcene, and Whole captivity to dom, and remembered not 
= ““ the brotherly covenant.” Amos i. 9. By the 


ordereth and difpoieth all events. The prephets 
Maiah and Ezekiel obferve the fame method with re- 
gard to ‘Lyre. Waiah fpeaketh of it as a place of 
Great antiquity; “‘ Is this your joyous city, whofe 


latter part of thefe words, the prophet means the 
league and alliance between Hiram, king ot ‘fyre, 
on the one part, and David and Selomon on the 


“ antiquity is of antient days ??” If xxiii. 7. And |} other. 
it is mentioned as a {trong place fo early as in the The royal pfalmift reckons Tyri 

ft : car] Z s the Tyrians amone 
days of Jofhua: “* The {trong city of Tyre.” Joth. || the molt inveterate and implacable enemies of the 
xIx. 29. Nay, there are even heathen authors who |] Jewifh name and nation: © The tabernacles of 
extol the great antiquity of the place. ‘he Greek |, Edom (jays he} and the Ifhmaclites, of Moab, 


geographer Strabo faith, that, atter Sidon, the great- “and the Hagarenes, Gabai, and Ammon, and 


eft and moft ancient city of the Phoenicians was “ Amalck, the Philiftines, with the inhabitants of 
Tyre, which was a rival to Sidon in Zreatnefs, and “Tyre.” Pfal. Ixxxni. 6, 7. 


luftre, and antiquity. : é 
2 quity Ezckiel alfo begins his prophecy againft the Ty- Prophecy 


é Ancient, however, as this city was, it was the rians, with a declaration that the Judgments de- of Ezckiei 
daughter of Sidon,” as itis called by the pro- nounced againik them were occafioned by their do. 4ip§ the 
phet Ifaiah, xxiii. 12. and “ the merchants of Si- mincering over the Jews, and infulting them, after 77°"™ 


«don, who pafs over the fea, replenifhed it,”’ ver. 2 the taking of Jerufaiem by Ne eS 
: h 12. i y Nebuchadnezzar. “* 
Sidon was che. eldett fon of Canaan, Gen. x, 15. S¢ of man, becaufe that Tyrus hath faid ieee ie 
and the city of Sidon is mentioned by the patriarch “rufalem, Aha, fhe is broken that was the gates 
No. 55. 8B CC OF 
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The PROPHECIES concerning TYRE. 


od 


of the people; fhe is turned unto me; I fhall be 
« 


replenifhed, now fhe_is laid walte: Therefore 
“ thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I am againft 
“thee, O Tyrus, and will cauie many nations to 
* come up againit thee, as the fea caufeth his waves 
“to come up.” Ezekiel xxvi. 2, 3. 


o 


Thefe were the crc anianicss, which eae 
the prophecies againft ‘Tyre ,; and, by carerully con- 
fidering and comparing them together, we fhall find 
that they include the following particulars, viz. 


1. That the city fhould be taken and deftroyed by 
the Chaldeans, or Babylonians. 


2. That the inhabitants fhould pafs the Mediter- 
ranean into the iflands and countries adjoining, and 
even there fhould not find a quiet fettlemenc. 


3. That the city fhould be reftored after feventy 
years, and recurn to her gain and her merchandize. 


4. That it fhould be taken and deftroyed again. 


g. That the people fhould, in time, forfake their 
idolatry, and become converts to the true religion 
and worfhip of God. 


6. That the city fhould be totally deftroyed, 
and become a place only for fifhers to fpread their 
nets upon. 


On a proper examination into thefe refpective 
particulars, we fhall Hnd that they were not only 
diftinétly foretold, but likewile exaétly fulfilled. 


1. The city fhould be taken and deftroyed by the 
Chaldeans. “This is expretsly foretold by the pro- 
phet lizekiel, who fays, “* Thus faith the Lord God, 


© Behold I will bring upon Tyrus, Nebuchad- * 


“ nezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings from 
“ the north, with horfes and with chariots, and 
& with horfemen, and companies, and much people: 
“he fhall flay the people by the fword, and thy 
“ ftrong garrifons thall go down to the ground.” 
Ezek. xxvi. 7, 11. Shalmanefer, king of Aflyria, 
had befieged Tyre without fuccels ; but Nebuchad- 
nezzar was to prevail. The prophet Ezckiel not 
only foretold the fiege, but he likewife mentions it 
atterwards as a paft tranfaction : ‘* Son ot man, Ne- 
“ buchadnezzar king of Babylon cauled his army 
“to ferve a great fervice againft Tyrus; every 
“ head was made bald, and every fhoulder was 
“ peeled.” Ezekiel xxix. 18. 


Jofephus tells us, that Nebuchadnezzar befieged 
Tyre thirteen years when Ithobal was king there, 
and that he fubdued_all Syria and Phoenicia. As 
the fiege continued fo long, the foldiers muft con- 
fequently have endured many hardfhips; fo that 
thereby we better underftand the juftnefs of Eze- 
kiel’s expreffion, that ** Nebuchadnezzar caufed his 
“army to lerve a great fervice againlt Tyrus; every 
“© head was made hald, and every fhoulder was 
“ peeled.” Such light doth prophane hiftory catt 
upon facred. It farther appears, from the Phaent- 
cian annals, that the Tyrians received their kings 
afterwards from Babylon, which plainly evinces that 
fome of the blood royal mutt have been carried 
thither captives. The Phoenician annals likewile 
(as is clearly fhewn by the learned Dr, Prideaux) 
agree exactly with Ezekiel’s account of the time 
and year wherein the city was taken. Tyre, there- 
fore, according to the prophecies, was fubdued and 
taken by Nebuchadnezzar and the Chaldeans, after 
which we hear little more of that part of the city 
which food upon-the continent. 


2. Vhat the inhabitants of Tyre fhould pafs over 
the Mediterranean into the iflands and countries ad- 
joining, and even there fhould find no quiet fertle- 
ment. Fhis is plainly fignified by the prophet 
Uniah: “ Pafs ye over to Tarfhith,” (thatis, to Var- 
reffus, in Spain;) ** howl ye inhabitants of the ifle.” 
Jfaiah xxii. 6. And again, ‘* Arife, pals over to 
*¢ Chictimn,” (that is, the iflands and countries bor- 
dering upon the Mediterranean ;) ‘* there alfo fhale 
thou have no reit.”? Ver. 12. Whae the prophet 
here delivers by way of advice, is to be underftood 


| 
| 
| 







Crary 


as a prediction. Ezekiel intimates the fame thing; 
** The ifles that are in the fea fhall be troubled ar 
“ thy departure.” Ezekiel xxvi. 18. 


_ The Phoenicians were the beft navigators of an. 
tiquity ; and the Tyrians, in particular, were cele. 
brated for their fhipping, and having colonies m &* 
different parts of the world. In this retpeet Lyre 7 
exceeded Sidon: the fent forth colonies into Atrica 
and Spain; and Quintus Curtius faith, that her co. 
lonies were diffuled almott over the whole world 
The Tyrians, therefore, having planted colonies at 
Tarfhifh, and upon the coalts cf Chittim, it was 
natural for them, when they were prefled with dan- 
gers and difficulties at home, to fy to their friends 
and countrymen abroad, for refuge and protection, 
That they reaily did fo is afferted by Sc. Jerome 
whole authority is founded on the Affyrian hitko. 
ries, which have been fince loft. ‘* We read (ays 
* he) in the hiftories of the Affjrians, that when 
: the Tyrians were befieged, after they faw no 
hope of refitting the enemy, they went on board 

their fhips, and fled to Carthage, or co lome 
** iflands of the Ionian and Atecan Sea? And in 
another place he faith, “ When the ‘Vyrians faw 
i that the works for carrying on the fiege were per- 
feéted, and the foundations of the walls were 
* fhaken by the battering of the rams, whatfoever 
SS precious things in gold, filver, clothes, and va- 
“, Tous kinds of furniture the nobility had, they 
ef put them on board their fhips, and carried them 
Fe to the iflands: fo that the city bein taken, 
. Nebuchadnezzar found nothing worthy of his 

labours. 
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It muft certainly have been very mortifying to 
Nebuchadnezzar, after fo long and laborious a 
fiege, to be difappointed of the fpoil of fo rich a 
city; and therefore Ezekicl was commiffionced to tie. 
promile the conquelt of Egypt fer his reward: 3 
es Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar. king of Babylon 
‘ caufed his army to lerve a great iervice ayaintt ¢ 


- Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every ¢ 
a fhoulder was peeled: yet had he no waves, nor? 


his army tor ‘Vyrus, for the lervice that he had 
ferved againft it. | “therefore thus faith che Lord 
= God, Behold J will give the land of Egypt unto 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he thall 
“ take her multitude, and take her {poil, and take 
** her prey, and it shall be the wages tor his army.” 
Ezekiel xxix. 18, 10. ‘ 


“ 


. 


But though the ‘Fyrians fhould pafs over to Tar- 
fhith, and to Chittim, yet even there they fhould 
find no quiet iettlement; “* there allo fhale thou 
“have no reit.”” Megaithenes, who lived about 300 
years before Chrift, and was employcd by Seleucus 
Nicanor in an embaitfy to the king-ot India, wrote 
an hiftory of that country, in which he mentions 
Nebuchadnezzar as a man of the moit diftinguifhed 
valour and military prowels. Vhis hillorian is 
quoted by feveral ancientauthors; and he is particu- 
larly cited by Strabo and Joitphus, for faying that 
Nebuchadnezzar furpatled Hercules in bravery and 
great exploits; that he tubdued great part of Atrica 
and Spain; and chat he proceeded as tar as the Pil- 
lars of Hercules. 


It is reafonable to fuppofe that, after Nebuchad- 
nezzar had fubdued ‘iyre and Kgyprt, he carried his 
arms farther to the weftward; and it he proceeded 
fo far as Megafthenes reports, the ‘Tsyrians might 
well be faid to “* have no reli,” the conqueror pur- 
fuing them from one country to anether. Bur, be- 
fides this, and after this, the Carthagenians, and 
other colonies of the ‘fyrians, lived in a very 
wretched ttate. Their hiftory confitts of little more 
than wars and tumults. Sicily and Spain, Europe 
and Africa, the land, and their own element che 
fea, were theatres of their calamities and miferics, 
till ac length not only the New, but Old Carthage 
likewile, was utterly deitroyed. As the Garthage- 
nians fprang from the Tyrians; and the ‘Vyrian’, 
from the Sidonians, and Sidon was the firft-born of 
Canaan, (fee Gen. x. 15.) fo the curte upon Canaan 
feemeth to have purfued them to the moft diftant 


parts of the earth. 
2. The 
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3. The city thould be rettored after leventy years, 
and return to her gain and her merchandize. This 
circumitance is exprefsly foretold by the prophet 
Tfaiah: “¢ And it fhall come co pals in that day chat 
“* Vyre fhall be forgotten feventy years, according 
“to the days of one king, for kingdom, meaning 
“ the Babylonians, which was to continue ieventy 
** vears 3) after the cnd of feventy years fhall Vyre 
fing as an harlot. ‘Dake an harp, go about the 
cicy, thou harlor thee hall been rorgotien, make 
{weet melody, fing many fongs that chow mayelt 
be remembered. And it fhall come to pals atter 
the end of feventy years, thac the Juord will vilic 
Vyre, and the thall turn to her hire, and fhall 
comnnue fornication with all the kingdoms of the 
world upon the face of the earth.” Haiah xxiii. 
15, 16, 17. Vhe plain meaning of thete figurative. 
expreffions is, thar Vyre fhould he neglected of 
traders and merchants for feventy years, as long as 
the Babylonian empire lafted, and afrer that fhe 
Should recover her Hberties aad her trade, and draw 
in feveral of all nations co deal with her, amd parti- 
cularly the kings of the earth to buy her purples, 
which were worn chicfly by emperors and kings, 
and tor which Tyre was moie fameus than any 
other place in the univerfe. 











ee 





The time prefixed for the duration of the Baby- 
lonian empire was feventy years. So long were the 
nations to groan under that cyrannical yoke; though 
thele nations were jubdued, fome fooner and fome 
later than others.“ ‘hele nations fhall derve the 
** king of Babylon feventy years: and ic fhall come 
* to pats, when feventy ycarsare accomplifhed, char 
“°Y will punith che king of Babylon, and that na- 
“ction, faith the Lord, ior ther miquity, and the 
“Sand of che Chaldeans, and will ake it perpe- 
*“ tual defolations.” Jer, xxv. ott, iz. And ac- 
cordingly, atthe end of feventy years, Cyrus and 
the Perfians fubverted the Babylonian cangire, and 
reflored the conquered nations te them hbertics. 








Tyre, was taken by Nebuchadnezzar in the 32d 
year of his reign; feventy years trom which unie 
brings us down to the 1gth or Darius bly fatpis. 
Acthat time it appears from hitlory jthacthe Loorans 
had rebelled againit Jyarius, and the Phoenicians al- 
fitted him with their feets ; and contequcntly it is 
reafonable to conclude thac they were now refLored 
to their former privileges. In che fucceeding reign 
we find that they, cogether with the Sidonians, fur- 
nithed Nerxes with teveral fhips fur his expedition 
into Greece. And by the time of Alexander the 
Great, the “Vyrians were grown to fuca power and 
greatnels, that they ftopped the pro@rels of thar 
rapid conqueror lenger than any parcol the Perfian 
empire belides. But all this is to be underttood of 
the infular Vyre; for as theold city flourtthed mot 
before the time of Nebuchadnezzar, fo the new city 
fourifhed molt afterwards 5 ana this is the ‘L’yrethat 
henceforth is fo much celebrated in hiitory. 


4. The city fhould be taken and detlroyed again. 
** VJowl ye inhabitants of the ifle.””? Haiah xxii 6. 
°¢ What city islike Tyrus, like the detiroyed in the 
““ midit of the fear? ack. xxvii. 32.0 “ ‘i hey 
* fhall bring thee down co the pic, and thou fhale 
* die the deaths of them tharerc Main in che miatt of 
S the feas.? xxvill & iheie exore ions can inply 
no Jers chan that the infular Lyic inould be detlroy- 
ed as well as that upen the continent; end as the 
one was accomplifhed by Nebuchadnezzar, fo was 
the other by Alexander the Gr Bue the tame 
thing may be inferred more direétly from the words 
or Zechariah, who propheiied in the i nof Da- 
rius, (probably Darius Hytlatpis,; many years aiter 
the former deftruction of the city, and coniequently 
he mutt be underftoud to fpeak of this iatrer. His 
words are thele: ** And Vyrus did build herfelF a 
“ftrong hold, and heaped up filver as the duft, 
** and fine gold as che mire of the {treets. Behold 
** the Lord will caft her our, and he will fmite her 
** power in the fea, and fhe fhali be devoured with 
** fire? Zech. ix. 3, 4. That Vyrus did build her- 
felf a {trong hold is very certain; tor her Gtuation 
was exceeding ftronginan ifland; and, befides the 


















Teco Propurcies conceruing TYRE. 


fea to defend her, fhe was fortified with a wall of 
150 feet in heighth, and of a proportionable thick- 
nets. “* She heaped up filver as the dutk, and fine 
** old as the mire of the tlreets 3°? being the moft 
celebrated place in the world for trade and riches, 
** the mart of nations,” as fhe is called, conveying 
the commodities of the eatt co the weil, and of the 
welt co the eaft. Bue yer $* Behold che Lord will 
“© catt her out, and he will fmire her power in the 
* fea, and fhe fhall be devoured with fire.” Eze-~ 
kiel had likewile foretold that the city fhould be 
confumed with tire: © Ewill bring forth a fire from 
“ the midit of thee, it fhall devour thee, and I will 
** bring thee roafhes upon the earth, in the fight of 
“all them chat behold thee.” Mizek. xxvin, 18. 
And accordingly Alexander befieged, and took, and 
dec the city on Aire. “Vhe ruins of old “Pyre contri- 
buted much to the taking of the new city: for 
with che ftones, timber, and rubbith of the old 
city, Alexander made a bank, or cauleway, from the 
continent to the ifland; thereby literally fulfiNing 
the words of the prophet; “ “Vhey fhall lay thy 
** ftones, and thy timber, and chy duit in che midft 
“of the water. Invek. xxvi. ra. “Alexander was 
feven months in completung this work ; but the 
time and Labour were wellemployed; for, by means 
thereot, he was enabled to ftorm and take the city. 


Ac the time Alexander reduced Vyre, great num- 
bers of the inhabitants, ws in the former fieze, 
pafled over the Mediterranean to the lands and 
countries adjoining. Both Diodorus Siculus and 
Quintus Curtius teflify that they fent their wives 
and children to Carchage 5 and, upon the caking of 
the place, the Sidonians feerctly conveyed away fife 
teen thouland more in their thips. Itappy were 
they who'thus efeaped s for of thole who reinained 
behind, the conqueror flew ciehe chouland in flor. 
ing and taking the city, cauled two thouland after. 
wards to be crucified, and thircy thouland he fold 
for flaves. “Vhey had betore fold fome of the cap- 
tive Jews 5 and now it was returned upon chem, ac- 
cording to the prediction of Jocl; “ Vhe children 
“alto of Judah, and the children of Jerufalem 
“have ye folds behoid | will return your recom- 
“pence upon your own head, and will ell your 


“ions and your daughters.” Joel iti, 6, 7, 8. 


When the old city was taken, the ‘yrians re- 
ceived their kings afterwards from Babylon; but 
when the new one was conquered by Alexander, 
their king held the fovercignry by his appointment. 
Lhe caics are, inmuany refpeéts, alike; but the city 
recovered much looner fron che calamities of the 
Jail fiege than the firfi. in the fpace of nineteen 
years it was able to withftand the Jeets and armies 
of Antigonus, and fuitained a ficve of tiftcen months 
before in was taken; a plain proof (as Wean bri- 
deaux obierves) “of the great advantage of trade: 
for this city being the grand mart where moit of the 
trade both of the calt and welt did center, by virtue 
hercos it was that it foon alter revived to its prittine 
vigour.” 


5. There thould come a time when the Tyrians 
would forlake their idolatry, and become converts 
to the true religion and worfhip of God. ‘Vhe Pfal- 
milt is thought to have hinted as much in faying, 
* Vhe daughter of ‘Lyre thall be therewith a Gift? 
Plal. xiv. 12. And again, “ The kings of ‘Var. 
“* fhifh and of the ifles fhall bring prefents.? Pla), 
Ixxil. 10. Zechariah, when he foretells the calami- 
ti¢s which the ‘Vyrians and neighbouring nations 
fhould fuffer from Alexander, at the fame time pre. 
dicts their converfion to the true Ged; “ but he 
“* that remaineth, even he fhall be for our God,” 
Zech. ix. 7. ‘This prediétion is more fully exprefled 
by the prophet Haiah, who fays, “ And her mer- 
‘© chandife and her hire thall be holinets to the Lord: 


coy “ . eafuire * dJaje a 
efit fhall not be treafured, nor laid up: for her 
SS merchandife fhall be for them that dwell before 


the Lord, to cat fufficiently, 
clothing.” Maiah xxii. 18. 

The Tyrians were greatly addi€ed to the wor- 
fhip of Hercules, as he was called by the Greeks, 
or of Baal, as he ts denominated in feripture. Bur, 
in 


io and for durable 


655 


Tyre taken 
and burat 
hy Alexan= 
der. 


‘Two thoue 
fund ‘Py 
rians giuci= 
fied, 


The Trri+ 
ansaddicdte d 
to worlhip 
iercules, 


! 
u 








The Tyri- 
ans become 
converts to 
Chriftianity 


Tyre crea- 
ted into an 
archbi- 
fhopric, 


The PROPHECIES concerning EGYPT. 


in procefs of time, by means of fome Jews and pro- 
felytes living and converfing among them, many 
were converted to the Jewifh religion; fo that “a 
“ orear multitude of people from the fea coait 
“of Tyre and Sidon came to hear Our Saviour, 
“© and co be healed of their difeafes.” Luke vi. 17. 
And when St. Paul, in his way to Jerufalem, came 
to Tyre, he found difciples there, who were in{pired 
and prophefied; and with them “* he tarried leven 
** days.”? Acts xxi. 4. 


During the time of Dioclefian’s perfecution, the 
Tyrians were fuch fincere converts to Chriftianity, 
that many of them fuffered the molt horrid deaths, 
and died martyrs to the religion they then profefied. 
‘After the ftorm of perfecution was blown over, they 
(under the bifhop Paulinus) built an oratory, or 
rather a temple, for the public worfhip of God, the 
moft magnificent and fumptuous inall Paleftine and 
Pheenicia. On this occafion Eufebius, on com- 
menting on the paflage of Ifaiah, ‘* And her mer- 
“© chandife and her hire fhall be holinefs to the 
“< Lord,” fays, “ Since a church of God hath been 
“€ founded in Tyre, as well as in other nations, many 
“of its goods gotten by merchandize are confe- 
“crated to the Lord, being offered to his church 
“* (as he afterwards explains himfelf) for the ufe of 
“ the minifters of the alcar or gofpel, according to 
“6 the infticution of our Lord, that they who wait 
“Car the altar fhould live of the altar.” In like 
*© manner {peaks St. Jerome: ‘* We may behold 
“* churches in Tyre built to Chrift. We may fee 
“ their riches that they are not laid up, nor trea- 
“fured, but given to thofe who dwell before the 
“Lord. For the Lord hath appointed, that they 
‘© who preach the gofpel fhould live by the 
** gofpel.” 

To cthefe proofs we fhall only add, that, as Tyre 
confecrated ics merchandize and hire unto the Lord, 
fo it had the honour not only of being created into 
an archbifhopric, but was the firit archbifhopric 
under the patriarchate of Jerufalem, having four- 
teen bifhops under its primacy; and in this ftate it 
continued feveral years. 


6. But, after all, Tyre was to be totally deftroyed, 
and become a place only for fifhers to ipread their 
nets upon. hen the prophets denounced the de- 
ftrugtion of any city or country, it was not intended 
that fuch denunciation fhould take effet immedi- 
ately. It was threatened that Babylon fhould be- 
come a defolation without an inhabitant, but many 
ages pafied before it was reduced to that condition 5 
it decayed by degrees, till, at length, it came to 
nothing. In like manner Tyre was not to be ruined 
and defolated all at once. Many events were to 
happen previous to its final dettruction, and before 
the_ prophecies of Ezekiel could_be fully accom. 
plithed. ‘* Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, Iam 
*¢ apainit thee, O Tyrus, and will caufe many na- 
* tions to come up againft thee, as the fea cauleth 
“ his waves to come up; and they fhall deitroy the 
“walls of Vyrus, and break down her towers: I 
“© will alfo {crape her duft from her, and make her 
“ like thé top of a rock: it fhall be a place for the 
“ {breading of nets in the midit_of the fea, for I 
“© have Spoken it, faith the Lord God.” Ezek. xxvi. 
3, 4,.5-. And again, “* I will make thee a terror, 
*“ and thou fhalt be no more; though thou be 
“fought for, yet fhale thou never be found again,” 
ver. 21, 

The prophecies of Tyre, like thofe relative to 
moft other places, were to receive their completion 
by degrees. Nebuchadnezzar deftroyed the old 
city, and Alexander employed the ruins and rubbifh 
in making his caufeway from the continent to the 
ifland, which henceforwards were joined together. 
*¢ Iris no wonder, therefore, (as bifhop Pocock ob- 
ferves,) that there are no figns of the ancient city; 
and, as it is a fandy fhore, the face of every thing is 
altered ; and the great aqueduct, in many parts, is 
almott buried in the fand.” So that as to this part 
of the city, the prophecy hath been literally ful- 
Aled. “Thou fhaic be built no more; though 
** chou be fought for, yet fhalc thou never be found 


* again.” 


It may be queftioned whether the new city ever 
arofe to that height of power, wealth, and greatnets, 
to which it was elevated in the times of Haiah and 
Ezekiel. It received a great blow from Alexander, 
not only by his taking and burning the city, but 
much more by his building of Alexandria, in Egypr 
which, in time, deprived it of much of its trade, and 
thereby contributed more effectually to itsruin, Ir 
had the misfortune afterwards of changing its 
matters often, being fometimes in the hands of the 

Prolemies, kings of Kgypt, and fometimes of the 
kings of Syria, till at length it fell under the domi- 
nion of the Romans. It was taken by the Saracens 
about the year of Chrifl 639, in the reign of Omar, 
their third emperor. I: was retaken by the Chrif- 
tians during the time of the holy war, in the year 
11243 Baldwin the fecond of that name being then 
king of Jerufalem, and affilted bya ficet of the Ve- 
netians. From the Chriftians it was again taken, in 
the year 1289, by the Mamalucs of Egypt, under 
their Sultan Alphix, who facked and razed this and 
Sidon, and other ftrong towns, that they might not 
ever again afford any harbour or fhelter tothe Chrit- 
tians. From the Mamalucs it was again taken, in 
the year 1516, by Selim, the ninth emperor of the 
Turks; and under their dominion it continues at 
prefent. But, alas! how fallen, how changed from 
what it was formerly! Inftead of being the center 
of trade, and frequented by the merchant fhips of 
the eaft and weft, itis now become an heap of ruins, 
and vifited only by a few poor fifherman. So thar 
as to this part likewife of the city the prophecy has 
been literally fulfilled ; *¢ £ wili make thee like the 
© topof a rock; thou fhale be a place to fpread nets 
*¢ ypon.”” 


The defcription given of this once opulent and 
magnificent city by Mr. Maundrell, in his journey (f 
from Aleppo to Jerufalem, is as follows: ‘* This ty: 
§* city (faich he) ttanding in the fea upon a penin- 
** fula, promifes, at a dittance, fomething very mag- 
nificent. But when you come to it, you find no 
& fimilitude of that glory for which it was fo re- 

nowned in ancient times, and which is defcribed 
** by the prophet Ezekiel, chap. xxvi. &c. On 
“the north fide it hath an old Turkith ungarri- 
s: foned caflle: befides which you fee nothing here 
ee but a mere babel of broken walls, pillars, vaults, 
“; &c. there being not fo much as one entire houle 
. left. Jes prefent inhabitants are only a few poor 
** wretches harbouring themfclves in the vaults, and 
u fubfifting chiefly on fifhing, who feem to be pre- 
a ferved in this place ‘by_Divine Providence, asa 
“ vifible argument how God has fulfilled his word 
¢, Concerning Tyre,” viz. ‘* that it fhould be_as the 
fs top of a rock, a place for fifhers to dry their nets 

on. 





This account of Mr. Maundrell’s is corroborated 
by Mr. Middleton, in his New Syftem of Geogra- 
oly, “ This powerful city, (lays he, fpeaking of 
‘Tyre,) once the capital off Phoonicia, the emporium 
of commerce, and miitrefs of the fea, equally tamed 
for its trade, beauty, and opulence, and for many 
‘ages deemed impregnable, both from its almoit in- 
acceMible fituation, and the ftrength of its fortifica- 
tions made by art; is now a mere defert, and cannot 
boatt of one houfe left entire. Its prefent inhabi- 
tants are only a few very poor people, who dwell in 
caverns, and fubfitt by fifhing.” 


Such hath been the fate of the once famous city 
of Tyre, on which rhe Divine vengeance was de- 
nounced for the great pride of its inhabitants ; and 
in the deftruction of which we have an additional 
inftance, to thole already mentioned, of the great 
truth of the Divine predictions, as {fpoken by the 
mouths of the prophcts. 


CPL ANP... “2X. 
Prophecies concerning Egypt. 
Poot is one of the moft ancient kingdoms int; 
the world, it having been in a very flourifhing 


itace even during the days of Abraham; and the in- © 
bitants 
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habicants of it were diftinguifhed for having more 
wildom than any other people ac thar time en the 
jace of the earth. It was (as we may call ic) the 
- great academy of the earlier ages. Hither the wits 
and fages of Greece and other countries repaired, 
and received their learning ac this fountain. ft is 
mentioned to the commendation of Motes, that he 
“was learned in the wifdem of the Mayptians.”* 
Aéts vii. 22, And the higheit character given of 
Solomon’s wifdom is, chac ie ‘t excelled the wifdem 
© ofall the children of che eait country, and all cre 
“ wifdem of Igype? 1 Kings: iv. 30. But with 
this wildom it was early corrupted, and was as much 
ted the parene of fuperilition as it was the miltrets of 
‘ learning; and the one, as well as the other, were 
from thence propagated and difFuled over other 
countries. It was,. indeed, the grand corruptor of 
the world; the fource of Polythetta and idolatry to 
jeveral of the ealtern, and co molt of the wetlern, 
nations; and at lengch degenerated to fuch a degree, 
as not to be equalled by any other country in the 
univerte. 


When the Ifraclites remained in Egypt during 
their {tate of bondage, they acquired many ol the 
mexims of the natives, and recatned a tondnets tor 
the Meypcian idols ever after. Several of Motes’s 
laws and intlitutions were evidently calculated to 
wean them from, and to guard them againtt, the 
manners and cultoms of the Ligyptians. Bur till, 
in their hearts and affections, they were much in- 
clined to return into Kgype. Keven Solomon mar- 
ried 2 woman fromthac country : and, on many oc- 
cafions, the Hraelites courted the friend{hip and al- 
liance of Meypt, in preference co any of the neigh- 

_bouring powers. This prejudice is the more cx- 
traordinary, as the Egyptians generally treated them 
not only with difrefpect, but took every advantage 
they could of doing them the greatelt injurics. 
‘hey opprefed them with che mult cruel fervitude 
during their tkate of bondage. “They at length gzve 
them leave to depart, and then purfued themas fu- 
gitives, Shifhak, king of Igypt, came up againtt 
Jerufalem, and plundered it. 1 Kings xiv. 25, 26. 
f\nd in all their leagues and alliances, Migypt was to 
the Hraclites as “a broken reed, whereon if a man 
“Jean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it.” 
aiah xxxvi. 6. 


When we confider thefe circumftances, it is not 
to be wondered at chat Egypt fhould be the fubjcét 
of Jeveral prophecies; and we thal] find, onexamina- 
tion, that theic prophecies confilted of the principal 
revolutions that were to happen.in that kingdom, 
and which were to take place from the days of the 
prophets, and continue to the prelene time. 














The firft great revolution that happened in Mevor 





. The con- : 

quest 01 (after the prophecies denounced againlt it) was the 

ee ies conqueft of it by Nebuchadnezzar, which was par- 

‘Jeremiah Ucularly foretold by Jeremiah and Ezekiel. “Vhete 
two prophets have employcd feveral fections, or 


and Ezehicl 

os chapters, upon this oceatien. Jeremiah was carried 
into Lgype, where he foretold the conquett of keypt 
by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon: and fome of 
his prophecies are intitled, ** The word thar the 
** Lord ipake to Jeremiah the prophet, how Webu- 
“© chadnezzar king of Babylon fhould come and 
* fmite the Jand of Maypt.? fer. xvi. 73. inzckiel 
aHo declares, ** Thus fatth the Lord God, I will 
** alio make the multitude of Egypt to ceale by 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon: 
he and his people with him, the terrible of the 
nations thall be brought to deftrey the Jand ; 
and they dhall draw their twords a,zainit Meypr, 
and All the land with the flain.? lizekiel xxx. 
io, 11. The conquett of this kingdom was pro- 
mifed to Nebuchadnezzar as a reward for his fer- 
Vices again{t “Lyre, which, after a long fiege, he 
took and deltroyed, but was difappeinted of the 
fpoil, as we have already oblerved in the foregoing 
chapter. 


ee 





ee 
ce 
ee 





cs 








That this prophecy was ftriéily fuliiled, appears 
from the teitimonics of Megatihencs and Berofus, 
two heathen hiutorians; one of whom exprefsly af- 
firms, that Nebuchadnezzar conquered the greateit 
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part of Africa, and che other affirms it in effect, by 
faying, that, when Nebuchadnezzar heard of the 
death of his father, having fettled his affairs in 
Egypt, and committed the captives, whom he took 
there, to the care of fome of his friends, to bring 
them after him, he hafted direétly to Babylon. 


The teflimonies of thefe two are confirmed by 
Jolephus, who Jays thac Nebuchadnezzar, having 
jubdued Caclo-Syria, waged war again{t the Am- 
monites and Moabites; and having conquered them, 
he invaded Egypt, New Pharaoh-lTophra, their king, 
and appointed another in his flead.  ‘Vhis monarch 
is reprefented by Lezekiel as an arrogant, impious 
prince: he calls him “* the great dragon (or croce- 
* dile) chat lieth in the midit of his rivers, which 
“ hath faid, my river is my own, and I have made 
“ic for myfelf.? Ezekiel xxix. 4. Agrecable to 
this, F-Ierodotus informs us, that he proudly and 
wickedly boatled of having eftablifhed his kingdom 
fofurely, that it was not in the power otf God him- 
fel¥ ro difpoflets him of it. For this preftumption 
he was juilly cue off} and the prediction foretold 
by Jeremiah was fully accomplifhed: *Vhus faith 
“the Lord, Behold, | will give Pharaoh-Hophra 
* kine of Mgypr into the hand of his enemies, and 
** into the hand of them that feek his life. Jer. 
xliv. 30. 

It was foretold by the prophet Ezekiel, that the 
country fhould be defolate forty years, and the peo- 
ple carried captives into other countries: ‘* 1 will 
** inake the land of Egypt defolate forty years, and 
“© Twill fcatter the Isgyptians among the nations, 
“and will difperf them through the countries.” 
Ievek. xxix. 12. “Phough it cannot, indeed, be 
proved, from heathen authors, thac this delolation 
of the country continued exactly forty years, yer 
there is not the leait doubt but this, as well as the 
other conquered countries, laboured under the Ba- 
bylonith yoke till the time of Cyrus. Weare al 
fured by Berofus, that Nebuchadnezzar took feve- 
ral captives from [Leypet, and carried them to Baby- 
lon: and trom Megafthenes we learn, that he tran{- 
planted and fettled others in Pontus. So true it is 
thac they were “* feattered among the nations, and 
** difperfed through the countries ;” and the greater 
part of them might, probably, after the diffolution 
of the Babylonifh empire, return to their native 
country. 

















Vhe next memorable revolution that happened in 
Jigypt, was the invafion and fubduétion of it. by 
Cambyles and the Perfians, which is the principal 
fubjeét of the rych chapter of the prophet Haiah. 
Some parts, indeed, of this prophecy have a near 
affinity with thofe of Jeremiah and Ezekiel con- 
cerning the conquelt of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar: 
but this prophecy, as well as feveral others, might 
admit of adouble completion, and be fulfilled’ atc 
both thofe periods. ‘Vhis prophecy. of Uaiah is a 
gencral reprefentation of the calamities that fhould 
betall the nation: it includes various particulars, 
and is applicable to Nebuchadnezzar and the Baby- 
Jonians, as well as to Cambyfes and the Perfians. 
‘Vhey might, therefore, be both intended and com- 


-prehended in its but the latter, ic is moit reafonable 


to Imagine, were principally meant, and for this rea- 
fon, becaule the deliverance of the Ligyptians by 
fome great conqueror, and their converfion after- 
wards to the truc religion, which are foretold in the 
latter part oF this chapter, were events confequent 
to the dominion of the Perfians, and not to that of 
the Babylonians. 


Ifaiah begins his prophecy againft Egypt with de- 
claring, that the conqueit of it fhould ‘be {wift and 
fudden, and that the idols of Egypt fhould be de- 
ftroyed. “* Behold. (lays he) the Lord rideth upon 
“a ftwilt cloud, anc thall come into Fgype, and the 
idols of Isgypt fhall be moved at his pretence 
and the heare of Egypt fhall mele in the midit of 
it.” Hatah xix. 1. The fame thing is foretold of 
Nebuchadnezzar by the prophet Jeremiah: “ And 
** when he cometh, he fhall {mite the land of Egypt. 
And Iwill kindle a fire in the houfes of the 

“gods of Egypt, and he fhall burn them, and 
sc * carry 
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*¢ carry them away captives. He fhall break alfo 


¢ the images of’ Bethfhemefh, that is in the land of 
S* Egype; and the houles of the gods of the Egyp- 
* tians fhall he burn with fire. Jer. xiii. 11, dc. 
And again the prophet Ezekiel: ‘ Thus faith the 
<< Lord God, I will alfo deftroy the idols, and I 
*¢ will caufe their images to ceafe out of Noph, or 
“© Memphis.” Ezek. xxx. 13. 

The firft attempt made by Cambyfes was upon 
Pelufium, a ftrong town at the entrance of Egypt, 
and key of the kingdom ; and he fucceeded by the 
ftratagem of placing before his army a great number 
of dogs, fheep, cats, and other animals, which being 
held facred by the Egyptians, not one of them 
would caft a javelin, or fhoot an arrow that ways 
and fo che town was ftormed and caken, in a man- 
ner, without refiftance. Hie treated the gods of 
Egypt with great contempt, laughed at the people, 
and chattifed the priefts for worfhipping fuch dei- 
ties. He flew Apis, or the facred ox, (which the 
Egyptians worfhipped,) with his own hand; and 
burnt and demolifhed their other idols and temples; 
and would likewite, if he had noc been prevented, 
have deftroyed the tamous temple of Jupiter Am- 
mon. Ochus too, who was another king of Perlia, 
and fubdued the Egyptians again after they had re- 
volred, plundered their temples, and cauled another 
Apis to be flain, and ferved up at a banquet he had 
appointed in confequence of his victories. 

It was alfo foretold, by the prophet Ifaiah, that 
they fhould be miferably diftracted with civil wars: 
© AndiwilltettheHgyptians againtt the Egyptians; 
*¢ and they fhall fghtevery one againft his brother, 
* and every one againft his neighbour, city againft 
*€ city,and kingdom againft kingdom.” Ifaiah xix. 2. 
Egypt was divided into twelve perfectures, or pro- 
vinces, over cach of which prefided a petty prince, 
or governor. ‘Thefe dilagreeing with each other, 
civil wars took place, and, for a confiderable time, 
the whole kingdom was one continued {cene of anar- 
chy and coniufion. It is, therefore, little to be 
wondered at, that, in fuch diftractions as thefe, the 
Egyptians, who were naturally a cowardly people, 
fhould be difticute of counfel, and that ** the fpirit 
“ of Keypr fhould fail in the midit thereof,” as is 
foretold by the prophet in ver. 3. and that being 
alfo avery Juperftitious people, “ they fhould seek 
“© to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them 
S* that have familiar fpirits, and to the wizards.” 
But their divination was all in vain; it was their 
fate to be fubdued and opprefied by crue} lords and 
tyrants: “ And the igyptians will I give over into 
* the hand of acrucl lord; and a fierce king fall 
 vuleover them, faith the Lord, the Lord of hoits,” 
ver. 4. This isa very eflential part of the prophecy, 
and may, with the greateit propriety and justice, be 
applied ro the Perfians, and eipecially to Cambyles 
and Ochus, the former of whom put the yoke on 
the neck of the egyptians, and che latter riverted 
it. Ochus was the cruclleit and worft of all the 
kings of Perfia,; and was fo deitructive and opprel- 
five to Egypt in particular, that his favourite cu- 
nuch, Bagoas, who was an Egyprian, in revenge of 
his injured country, poifoned him. No other alle- 
fation is wanting tv prove that the Perfian yoke 
was more galling and intolerable to the Egyptians 
than their trequent revolis and rebellions, which, 
inttead of being any benefit to them, only ferved 
to enflave them the more, and augment their mi- 
tery, 

‘Lhe propher, after denouncing thefe judgments 
againit the Egyptians, next proceeds to iet forrh, in 
figurative language, the contequences of this lub- 
jection and ffavery, the poverry and want, the 
Mourning and lamentation, the confufion and mi- 
fery, which fhould be entailed on them and their po- 
flerity: after which he recounts the immediate cau- 
fes of thete evils, the folly of the princes and rulers, 
who valued themtelves upon their wildom, and the 
cowardice and efferninacy of the people in @eneral, 
Thee things will plainly appear co any one who at- 
tentively perufes the hiftory orchac nation, the par- 
ticulars of which are too confiderable to be“ here ad- 
mitted. Te may, however, in general, be taid, thar 
Egypt would nor have become a prey to fo many 


a 
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foreign enemies, had it not been for the exceffive 
weaknefs of the people, both in counfe) and jn ac. 
tion. They had not the courage even’ to defend 
themfelves. They trufted chiefly to their Grecian 
and other mercenaries, who, inftead of defending 
were often the firit ro betray them. ie 


The next memorable revolution was effected by 
Alexander the Great, who fubverted the Perfianem. © 
pire in Egypr, as well as in other places ; and this a! 
event is particularly pointed out in the fame roth & 
chapter of the prophet Haiah. It is alfo foretold 
that, about the fame time, feveral of the Egyptians 
fhould lay afide their idolatry, and be converted to 
the worfhip of the true God. (*S In that day thal} 
“* there be an altar to the Lord in the midit of the 
land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof 
to the Lord. And it thall befor-a fign, and tor 
a witnefs unto the Lord of hofts in the land of 
Egypt: for they fhailcry unto the Lord becaufe 
of the oppreffor, and he fhalifend them a faviour 
and a great one, and he fhall deliver them. And 
the Lord fhall be known to Egypt, and the 
Egyptians fhall know the Lord in that day, and 
fhall do facrifice and oblation, yea, they fhall 
vow a vow unto the Lord, and perform it.” 
Tfaiah xix. 19, &c. 

The prophet then procceds to fhow, thar Affyria 
and Egypt, which uled to be at grear enmity with 
each other, fhould be united in the fame worfhip by 
the intermediation of Irael, and that thofe three i 
fhould be a bleffing on the earth. “* In thac day? 
“* fhall there be a highway outot Egypt to Affyria, 
and the Affyrian fhall come into Egypt, and the 
Egyptian in Affyria, and the Egyptians fhall 
ferve withthe Affyrians. In'that day fhall Hrae 
be the third with Egypt, and with Afiyria, even 
a bleffing in the midit of the land: whem the 
** Lord fhall blefs, faying, Blefled be Egypt my 
** people, and Aifyria the work-of my hands, and 
‘© Tirael mine inheritance,” ver. 23, &c. 


It is clearly foretold by the prophet, that a great r:1, 
Cie. from a foreign country, fhould de/iver the «: 
igyptians from their ‘Perfian oppreffors, and heal * 
their country, which was /fiirten of God, and aflidt- acell 
ed. And who could. thig be but Alexander, who pt § 
is always diftinguifhed_by the additional epithet she 
Great, and whole firft fucceffor in Egypr was called 
the great Ptolemy, aud Ptolemy Soter, or the feviour? 
When Alexander went firft into Egype, the people 
all chearfully fubmitted to him out of hatred co the 
Perfians, fo that he became matter of the country 
without any oppofition. For this reafon he treated 
them with great humanity and kindnefs, builta 
city there, which; after bis own name, he called 
Alexandria, appointed one of his own country for 
their civil governor, and permitted them to be go- 
verned by their own laws and cuttoms. By thele 
changes and regulations, and by the prudent and 
gentle adminiitration of fome of the'firtt Prolemies, 
Egypt revived, trade and learning flourifhed, and, 
for atime, the land was blefled with peace and 
plenty. ; 


The prophet likewife forciells, that, about the, 
fame time, the true religion, and the true worhhip of 
the God of Tfracl, fhould begin to Spread, end pre- 
vail in the land of Meypes; and what event was ever 
more unlikely to happen than the converfion of a 
people foloftin fuperitition and idolatry of the work 
and groffeit kind But that ic did happen will ap- 
pear from what follows. 
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It is certain chat many of the Jews, after Nebu- 
chadnezzar had taken Jerulalem, Ned into Egypt 
and with them went Jeremiah the prophet, who e4 
there delivered moit of his prophecies concerning 5 
the conqueft of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar. From 
thence fome knowledge of God, and fome notices 
of the prophecies, might eafily be received by che 
Egyptians. This alreration was to take place pria- 
cipally infive cities, which accordingly came to pals. 
The firtt city in which the crue worfhip of God was 
received was Helicpofis; the tecond Afiedel, ar Mag- 
dolum; the third, Zebpanbes, or Daphne; che 
fourth, Naph, or Memphis; and the firth, #2 bt 
country of Pothros, or Yhebais; all of which are 

particularly 
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particularly mentioned by the prophet Jeremiah, 
chap. xliv. 1. 


In thefe cities, at that time, many Jews refided; 
and though they were, in general, very wicked men, 
and difobedient to the word of God, yet, no doubr, 
fome good people were mingled among them, who 
might relate to them the prophecies of Jeremiah; 
and they themlclves, when they taw them fulfilled, 
might embrace the Jewith religion. This, however, 
is not to be underttood of all the inhabitants of 
thofe places, but only of fome, which is fufficient 
to juftify the expreffion of “* five cities {peaking the 
** Janguage of Canaan, and iwearing by the Lord 
* of holts.” The prediction of the prophee Ze- 
phaniah is co the fame effect: * “Phen will I curn to 
“© the people a pure language, that they may call 
** upon che name of the Lord to ferve him with one 
** confent.” Zeph. ili. 9. 


After Alexander the Great had made a conqueft 
of Egypt, he tranfplanted many of the Jews into 
Juss to his new city of Alexandria, and allowed them many 
Atccandiia privileges and immunitics equal to thofe enjoyed by 

the Macedonians. Ptolemy Soter carried more of 
them into Key pt, and they received fuch indulgen- 
cies, that many others followed them of their own 
accord. Prolemy Philedelphus redeemed and re- 
Jeafed the captive Jews; and in his reign, or his 
father’s, the books of Moles were tranflared Into 
Greek, and afterwards the other parts of the Old 
Veltament. ‘he third Pcolemy, called Energetes, 
having fubdued all Syria, did not facrifice to the 
idols or Favpr, inacknowledgment of his victory; 
but, going to Jeruialem, made his oblations to God, 
after the manner of the Jews; and his example, no 
“doubt, was followed by many of his fubje@s. “Vhe 
fixth Prolemy, called Philometor, committed the 
whole.management of his kingdom to two Jews, 
Onias and Dofitheus, who were his chief minttlers 
and generals, and had the principal directionof all 
This Onias ob- 
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PAtemple affairs, both civil and military. 
; sito the tained a licence from the king to build a temple 







for the Jews in Egypr, likethacat Jerulalem, alledg- 
ing for the purpofe this very prophecy of Maiah, 
that there fhould ‘* be an altar to the Lord in the 
“* midft of the land of l-gypt;” and the king and 

ueen, in their edict, made honourable mention of 
the law, and of the prophet Ifaiah, and exprefs a 
dread of finning againft God. Vhe place, choten 
for che building of this temple, was in the perfec- 
ture of Heliopolis, or ‘* the city of the fun,” 
which place is likewife mentioned in the prophecy. 
It was built after the model of the temple at Jeru- 
falem, but not fo ftumptuous and magnificent. Phi- 
Jometor himfelf was made high-prieft : ocher pricfts 
and Levites were appointed for the miniftration ; 
and Divine fervicewas daily performed there inthe 
fame manner as at Jeratalem. By thefe means * the 
Egyptians muft have known the Lord,” and with- 
out doubt there muft have been many profelytes 
among them. Amidft thofe who came up to 
the feaft of Pentecolt, there are particularly men- 
tioned ‘* the dwellers in Lgypt, and in the parts 
* of Lybia about Cyrene, Jews and profelytes.” 
Acts il. 10. 


By Pt. 





a8 4 
TheiJews Thus were the Jews fettled and encouraged jn 
Gyured by Egypt; nor were they lefs favoured by the kings of 


sans of Syria. Seleucus Nicanor made thein Free of the ci- 
ae ict ties which he built in Afia and the Lower Syria, 
and even of Antioch, the capital of his kingdom; 
and granted the fame rights and privileges to them 
us to the Greeks and Macedonians. Antiochus the 
Great publifhed feveral decrees in favour of the 
Jews, both of thofe who inhabited Jerufalem, and 
of thofe who dwelt in Mefopotamia and Babylon. 
And thus, by means of the Jews and profelyres 
dwelling in Egypt and Syria, Hrael, Egypt, and Sy- 
ria, were, in fome meafure, united in the fame 
worfhip. But this was more fully accomplifhed 
when the inhabitants of thefe countries became 
Chriftians, and were made members of the church 
of Chrift. And it isto be ferioufly hoped and be- 
Neved, that the prophecy will {till receive its moft 
perfect completion in the latter days, when Maho- 
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metifin fhall be rooted out, and Chriftianicy fhall 
fourifh in chefe countries; when ‘ the fulnels of 
“ the Gentiles fhall come in, and all Ifrael fhall be 
*© faved.” 

The fate of Egypt, from the days of Nebucl 
nezzar tothe prefent period, is predicted, in an 
remarkable manner, by the prophet Ezekiel. He 
foretells that, after the defolation of the Jand, it 
* thould bea bale kingdom: it fhall be the bateft 
** of the kingdoms, neither fhall ic exalt idlelf any 
“© more above the nations: for | will diminifh them, 
*¢ that they fhall no more rule over the nations.” 
Ezek. xxix. 14,15. And again, * J will fell the 
** Jand into che hand of che wicked, and I will make 
“© the Jand walte, and all that is therein, by the 
“hand of flrangers: and there fhall be no more a 


2 


“© prince of the land of Egypr.” Izek. xxx. 12. 13. 


had- Ezekiel’s 
Aa{t pephecy 


concerning 


Egyptu. 


In order to point out the great truth of the ful- 
filment of chis remarkable prophecy, we mutt ad- 
vert to, and make a fhort deduction trom, the igyp- 
dian hiflory, at feat chat pare of ic which contains 
the various circumitances chat took place from the 
fubduction of Leype by Nebuchadnezzar, to the 
prelent period. 

_ After Nebuchadnezzar had conquered the Egyp- 

tlaas, he appointed Amalis for cherr kings; and as he 
held his crown by the permifion and allowance of 
the Babylonians, there is not che leall doubt but he 
paid them cribute for fe. Berotus, the Chaldean 
hiilorian, fpeaketh of NWebuchadnezzar’s reducing 
Leypt co his obedience, and aiterwards of his tere 
thing the allairs of the country, and carrying away 
captives from thence to Babylon. By his fectling 
the affairs of Meypr, nothing lefs could be meant 
than his appointing the povernors, and the tribure 
they fhould pay to him: and by carrying lome 
Ligyptians captives to Babylon, he certainly intended 
not caly to weaken the country, bucalfo ro lave 
them as hoitages to fecure the obedience of the reit, 
and the payment of their cribute. 


After the fall of the Babylonith empire, Cyrus 
eflablifhed the Perfian on its ruins; and it is af- 
firmed, by that faithful and elegant hiftorian Xeno- 
phon, that Cyrus alfu conquered Egypt, and made 
It part of his empire. But whether this was fo or 
not, icis univerfally allowed that Cambyfes, the fon 
of Cyrus, did conquer Egypt, and deprived Ptim- 
menitus ne then king) of his crown, to which he 
had newly fucceeded upon the death of Amafis, 
Cambyles intended to have made Plammenitus ad. 
miniftrator of the kingdom under him, as it was 
the cuflom of the Perfians to do to the conquered 
princes; but Pfammenitus forming fchemes to re- 
cover the kingdom, and being conviéled thereof. 
Was put to death, “Phe Eeyptians groaned under 
the yoke near forty years. ‘Uhey then revolted to- 
wards the latter end of the reign of Darius, the fon 
of Flyftatpis; but his fen and tucceffor Xerxes, in 
the fecond year of his reign, fubdued them again 
and reduced them to a worfe condition of fervitude 
than they had been in under Darius, and appointed 
his brother Achzemenes governor of Egypt. About 
twenty-four years after this (when the ligyptians 
heard of the troubles in’Perfia abour the fuccefion 
to the throne after the death of Kerxes) they re- 
voltcd again, at the inftigation of Inarus, kine of 
Lybia; and having driven away the PerGan tribute- 
collectors, they conftituted Inarus their king. Six 
years were employed in reducing them to obedience: 
and all Egypt fubmitted again to king Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, except Amyrtazus, who reigned in 
the fens, whither the Perfians could not approach 
to take him. Jnarus, who was the author of thefe 
evils, being betrayed to the Perfians, was taken 
and crucified. They, however, permitted his ion 
Thannyra to fucceed his father in the kingdom of 
Lybia; and Egypt continued in fubjection all the 
remaining part of the long reign of Artaxerxes. In 
the tenth year of Darius Nothus they revolted again 
under the conduct of Amyrtzeus, who fallied out of 
the fens, drove the Perfians from Egypt, and made 
himfelf mafter of thecountry. Amyrtzus was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon Paufiris, who, according to He- 

rodotus, 
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rodotus, obtained the kingdom by favour of the 
Perfians; trom whence it appears that the Perfians 
had again fubdued Heypt, or, at leaft, that the 
king was not eflablifhed without their confent and 
approbation. It is certain, however, that, after this, 
the Egyptians gave much trouble to rhe Perfians. 
Artaxerxes Minemon made feveral efforts to recon- 
quer the country, but they all proved ineffectual. 
Jt was not totally and finally fubdued till the ninth 
year of the following reign of Ochus, about 350 
years. before Chrift, when Nectanebus, the laft king, 
fled into Ethiopia, and Ochus became abfolute 
mafter of the country; and having appointed one 
of his nobles, named Pherendates, to be his vice- 
roy and governor of Egypt, he returned, with great 
glory, and with immenfe treafures, to Babylon. 
Egypt from that time bath never been able to reco- 
ver its liberties: it hath always becn fubjeét to 
itrangers, and never governed by a king of its own; 
whereby hath been amply fulfilied chat part of Evze- 
kiel’s prophecy, in which itis faid, ‘* there fhall be 
** no more a prince of the land of Egypt.” 


After the Perfians, Egypt came into the hands of 
the Macedonians. Je fubmitted to Alexander the 
Great without attempting the leaft refiftance ;' and. 
on his death it fell to the fhare of Prolemy, one of 
his four famous captains, and was governed by his 
family for feveral generations. “The two or three 
firtt of the Ptolemies were wile and potent princes; 
but mott of the reft (of which there were eleven in 
nuinber) were prodigies of luxury and wickednefs. 
Ic is obferved by Strabo, that all after the third 
Prolemy governed very i}}; but thofe who governed 
worlt of all were the fourth, the feventh, and the lait, 
called Auletes. The perfons here alluded to by 
Strabo were, Ptolemy Philopater, or the lover of 
his father, localled by way of irony, becaufe he was 
a parricide, and murdered both his father and mo- 
ther: Prolemy Phy!fcon,whoaffecied the title of Zucr- 
getes, or the benefactor, but the Alexandrians more 
juftly named him Kakergetes, or the malefaéior, on 

’ ‘account of his difkinguifhed wickednefs: and Pto- 
lemy Aulctes, or the piper, fo denominated becaule 
he {pent much of his time playing on the pipe, and 
ufed to contend for the prize in the public fhows. 
This kingdom of the Macedonians continued from 
the death of Alexander 294 years, and ended in 
the famous Cleopatra, who was one of the moit 
ambitious and wicked princeffes that ever fat upon 
a throne. 


Reypt falls = After the downfall of the Macedonians, Egypt 
underthe fel} under the dominion of the Romans. They had, 
dominion of + — Sak : aaa > - 
the Romans 1Ndeed, ‘either by virtue of treaties, or by force of 
arms, obtained a @reat authority there, and were, in 
a manner, arbiters of the kingdom before. But 
after the death of Cleopatra, CGavius Cacfar re- 
duced it into the form of a Roman province, and 
appointed Cornelius Gallus the firit prefect or go- 
vernor. It remained in this ftate, with licele varia- 
tion, till che year 641 atter Chrilt, that is 670 years 
inthe whole, from the reign of Auguitus Ceelar to 
that of the emperor Heraclius. It was at that pe- 
riod that the Saracens, in the reign of Omar, their 
third emperor, and under the command of Amrou, 
invaded and conquered igypr, took Mifrah (for- 
merly called Memphis, but now Cairo) by ftorm, 
and alfo Alexandria, atter they had befieged it four- 
teen months, and had loft no tels than 23,coo men. 
But the vreatcit lots in the deftruction of the latter 
place was the famous library, founded by the firft 
Prolemies, and to much enlarged and improved by 
their fucceflors, that the books contained in it 
amounted to 760,000 volumes,all of which werecom- 
mitted co the ames. Before this event Egypt was 
frequented by learned foreigners froma almott all 
parts, and it produced feveral learned natives; but 
afterwards it became more and more @ bafe kingden, 
and funk into the greateft ignorance and fupertti- 
tion. Mahomcerilny was eitablithed there inttead of 
Chrittianity, and the government of the caliphs and 
eae continued til about the year 1250 after 
chritk. 


Ir was about this time that the Mamaluces ufurped 
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‘is now more than two thoufand years fince this pra- 
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theroyal authority. Theirgovernment began with Theo. 
the Sultan Ibeg, in the 648th year of the Hegira, and & 
in the year of Chrift 1250, and continued through a“, 
feries of twenty-four Turkifh and twenty-three 
Circaffian Mamaluc Sultans, ending with Tuman. 
bai, in the year of Chrift1517. At thactime Selim 
the ninth emperor of the Turks conquered the Ma. 
malucs, hanged their laft Sultan Tumanbai before 
one of the gates of Cairo, and put an end to their 
government. He caufed five hundred of the chief. 
eft Egyptian families to be tranfplanted to Conftan- 
tinople, as likewife great numbers of the wives and 
children of the Mamalucs, befides the Sultan’s treq. 
fure, and other immenfe riches; and annexed Egypt 
to the Ottoman empire, whereof it hath continued 
a province from that dayto this, It is governed by 
a Turkith bafha, with twenty-four degs, or princes, Tit 
under him, who are advanced from fervitude to the 
adminiftration of public affairs; a fuperftitious no- 
tion poffeffing the Egyptians, that it is decreed by 
fate, that captives fhall reign, and the natives be 
fubje&t to them, But it isnot merely a fupertlitious 
notion, buta notion, in all probability, at Arf de. 
rived from -fome tradition of thefe prophecies, 
that ‘* Egypt fhould be a bafe kingdom,” and that 
** there fhould be no more a prince of the Jand of 
ce Egypte.” 


Such are the events which have taken place in 
Egypt, and fuch has been the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy of Ezekiel, relative to the deftruction of this 
once flourifhing and important kingdom. Ar the 
time this prophecy was delivered, who could pre- 
tend to fay, upon human conjecture, that fo greara 
kingdom, fo rich and fertile a country, fhould ever 
after become tributary and fubject to f{trangers? it 


phecy was firft delivered; and what likelihood or 
appearance was there that the Egyptians fhould, for 
fo many ages, bow under a foreign yoke, and never, 
in all that time, be able to recover their liberties, 
and have a prince of their own to reign over them? 
Butas is the prophecy, fois the event: for not long 
after it was delivered, Egypt was conquered by 
the Babylonians, and after the Babylonians by the 
Perfians; and atter the Perfians it became fubjeét 
to the Macedonians, and after the Macedonians to 
the Romans, and after the Romans to the Saracens, 
and then to the Mamalucs; and itis now a province 
to the Turkith empire. 


We have now beheld in what manner the cities of 
Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, and Egypt, four of the 
greateft kingdoms (during their re{peétive flourifh- 
ing ftates) in the univerfe, were vifited by Divine 
vengeance, for thelr enmity to, and perfecution of, 
the Jews, the chofen people of God. But, befides 
this fin, all thefe nations were guilty of many others. 
Egypt, in particular, was fo feverely threatened for 
her idolatry, her pride, and her wickednefs. The 
ligyptians have generally been more wicked than 
other nations. Ancientauthorsdefcribe them every 
where as fuperftitious and luxurious, as an wnwar- 
like and unferviceable people, as a faithlefs and fal- 
lacious nation, always meaning one thing and pre- 
tending another, as lovers of wine and ftrong drink, 
as cruel in their anger, as thieves, and tolerating all 
kinds of theft, as patient of tortures, and, though 
putto the rack, cheofing rather to die than confels 
the truth. Modern authors paint them fill i 
blacker colours. The famous Thevenot is very ¢ 
ftrong and fevere; “* The people of Egypt (fays he, 
generally fpeaking) are all fwarthy, exceeding wick- 
ed, Sreat rozues, cowardly, lazy, hypecrices, liars, 2 
robbers, treacherous, fo very greedy of money, that 
they will kill a man for a maiden, or three hall-_, 
pence.” Bifhop Pocock’s charaéter of them is not *” 
much more favourable, tho’ not fo harfh and oppro- ” 
brious: ‘* The natives of Egypt (fays he) are nov 
a flothful people, and delight in fitting fill, hearing 
tales, and, indeed, feem always to have been morefit 
for the quiet life than for any active teenes, They 
are alfo malicious and envious to a great degree, 
which keeps them from uniting and fetring up for 
themilelves;: and though they are very ignorant, yet 
they havea natural cunning and artifice, as well a 

talfhood, 
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falfhood, and this makes them always fufpicious of 
travellers. The love of money is fo rooted in them, 
that nothing is to be done without bribery. “Phey 
think the greateit villianies are expiated, when once 
they have wafhed their hands and feet. Their words 
pafs for nothing, ¢ither in relations, promifes, or 
profeflions of friendfhip, &c.” 


Such is the ftate of the Egyptians at the prefent 
period, and fuch has been the punifhment inflicted 
on them for their manifold fins and tranfgreffions, 
whereby that excellent political aphorifin of the 
wileit of kings is fully verified; ** righteoufnels ex- 
“‘alteth a nation, but fin is a reproach and ruin 
“to any people.” Prov. xiv. 34. 


Prefent ttate 
of the Ee 
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CHAP. XI. 
The Prophecies of Daniel. 
fue firft propncey of Daniel, and on which, 


indeed, all che fucceeding ones were founded, 
was his interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
This monarch, in the fecond year of his reign, hav- 
ing fubdued all his enemies, and firmly eftablifhed 
his throne, was thinking ‘* upon his bed what fhould 
“* come to pals hereafter;” whac fhould be the fu- 
ture fuccels of his family and kingdom, and whe- 
ther any, or what familiesand kingdoms, might arife 
after his own; and, as our waking thoughts gene- 
rally give fome tincture to our dreams, he dreamed 
of fomething to the fame purpofe, which aftonifhed 
him, but which he could not rightly underitand. 
The dream greatly affected him at the time; but, 
awaking in confufion, ‘he had but an imperfect re- 
*membrance of it. He therefore called for ** the ma- 
‘* gicians and aftrologers,” and, as ablurdly as im- 
pioufly, demanded of them, upon pain of death 
and dettruction, ‘* to make known unto him both 
**¢ che dream and che interpretation thereof.” They 
anfwered, with great reaton, that no king had ever re- 
guired fuchathing; tharit tranfcended all the powers 
and faculties of man; and that God alone, or only 
beings like him, could difelofe it, Sf Phere is nor 
** a man upon earth that can fhow the king’s mat- 
‘ter, therefore there is no king, lord, or ruler, 
** that afked fuch things at any magician, aftrolo- 
** ger, or Chaldean: and it is a rare thing that the 
S¢ king requireth, and there is none other that can 
** fhow it before the king, except the God, whofe 
** dwelling is not of the fefh.? Dan. ii. 10, 11, 





a But the pride of abfolute power cannot liften to 
lebuchad- 


meraror- Teafon, or hear any controul. Nebuchadnezzar was 
Sderthe = fo incenfed at this reply, that he ordered all the ma- 


ii gicians and wile men of Babylon to be deftroyed. 
bedetioyca . Lor this caufe the king was angry and very furi- 

** ous, and commanded.to deftroy all the wile men 
*‘ ot Babylon;” ver. 12. Daniel and his compa- 
nions would have been involved in the fame fate as 
the reit,; but, by their joint and earneft prayers to 
God, “* the iecret was revealed unto Daniel in a 
* night-vifion; and Daniel blefled the God of 
** heaven.” 


Daniel, having received thefe inftruions, was 


meee defirous to fave the lives of the wife nicn of Baby- 
bymtans of lon, who were fo unjuitly condemned, as well as his 





e@. = =oown. He therefore “* went unto Arioch, the cap- 
** tain of the king’s guard, whom the king had or- 
** dered to deftroy the wife men of Babylon; and 
** faid thus unto him, Deftroy not the wile men of 
“* Babylon; bring mein before the king, and I will 
** fhow unto the king the interpretation; ver. 12. 
&e. The captain of the guard immediately intro- 
duced him to the king, faying, ‘* I have tound a 
‘Sinan of the captives of Judah that will make 
‘* known unto the king the interpretation,” ver. 25. 
Daniel was tar from affuming any merit to himfelf : 
he modeftly told Nebuchadnezzar, that “ this fecret, 
“ which the wife men, aftrologers, magicians, and 
“© foothfayers could not fhow unto the king, was 
“not revealed to him for any wifdom that ‘he had 
** more than others: but (fays he) there is a God in 
“* heaven that revealeth fecrets, and maketh known 


The PROPHECIES 


of DANIEL. 


“* to the king Nebuchadnezzar what fhall be in the 
“latter days.” Dan. ii. 27, &c. Having faid this, 
Daniel not only told him what he {aw in his dream, 
but alio whac he thought within himfelf before his 
dream. _“* As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came 
“‘inco thy mind, upon thy bed, what thould come 
“Sto pafs hereatrer: and he chat revealeth fecrets 
“maketh known unto thee what fhall come to 
*© pals.” . 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was of “ a great image. 
“* This great image, whole brightne(s was excellent, 
** ftood before him, and the form, thereof was 
** terrible.” leappears, from ancientcoins, tharcities 
and people were often reprefented by figures of men 
and women. <A great terrible figure was therefore 
not an improper emblem of human power and do- 
minion; and the various metals of which it was 
compofed, not unfitly tipified the various kingdoms 
which fhould arife. It confitted of four different 
metals, gold and filver, and brafs and iron, with 
clay; and thele four metals, according to Daniel’s 
Own interpretation, mean fo many kingdoms: and 
the order of their fucceffion is clearly denoted by 
the order of the parts, the head and higher parts 
fignifying the earlier times, and the lower parts the 
Jatcer times. Irom hence it 1s conjectured by Cal- 
vin, the poets drew their fables of the four ages of 
theworld, namely, the golden, the filver, the brazen, 
and the iron age. 


Thefe different kingdoms will naturally conftitute 
the different heads of our difcourfe on Daniel’s 
prophecy, and interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream; in the explanation of which we fhall folow 
the belt commentators on the fubjeét, but, atthe fame 
time, fhall not regard any commentator fo much as 
the trath of hiltory, the evidence of reafon, and the 
analogy of feripture. 

“© This image’s head was of fine gold,”? (Danicl ii. 
32,) which the prophet thus interprets : “* “Chou art 
“* this head of golds” ver. 38. hou, and thy fa- 
mily, and thy reprefentatives. ‘Che Babylonian, 
therefore, was the firft of thefe kingdoms and it 
was fitly reprefented by ‘* the head of fine gold,?? 
on account of its great riches; and Babylon, for 
the fame reafon, was called by Ifaiah, ** the golden 
“city.” Ifaiah xiv. 4. 


Daniel addreffeth Nebuchadnezzar as a very pow- 
erful king: ‘* hou, O king, arta king of kings: 
ver. 37. Nebuchadnezzar might, perhaps, think, 
like fome of his predecefiors, chat his conquetts 
were owing to his own fortitude and prudence; but 
the prophet affurcs him his luccefles mutt be pri- 
marily imputed to_the God of heaven; * For the 
“ God of heaven (faith he) hath given thee a king- 
“dom, power, and ftrength, and glory.” 


‘Vhough almoft all the ancient caftern hiftories are 
loft, yet there are fome fragments preferved, which 
{peak of this mighty conqueror and his extended 
empire. Berofus faith, that he held in fubjeétion 
Lgypt, Syria, Phocnicia, and Arabia; and, by hisex- 
ploits, furpaffed all the Chaldeans and Babylonians 
who reigned before him. Jofephus fubjoins, that, in 
the archives of the Phoenicians, there are written 
things confonant to thofe which are faid by Berofus 
concerning Nebuchadnezzar, namely, that he fub- 
dued Syria and all Phoenicia. Megatthenes, in the 
fourth book of his Indian Hiftory, endeavours to 
fhow throughout, that Nebuchadnezzar exceeded 
Hercules in fortitude and greatne(s of exploits; and 
politively affirms, that he iubdued the greateft parc 
of uybia and Spain. Strabo likewile afferts, that 
this king, among the Chaldeans, was more cele- 
brated than Hercules, and led his army out of Spain 
into Thrace and Pontus. But his empire, though 
of great extent, was yet of no long duration, for it 
ended in his grand{on Belfhazzar, not feventy years 
after the delivery of this prophecy: and this: may be 
the reafon of Daniel’s {peaking of him as the only 
king; “ thou arc this head of gold, and after thee 

fhall rite, &c.” Dan. ii. 38, 39. 

“© His breaft and his arms of filver,”? which Da-~ 


niel thus interprets: ‘* And after thee fhall rife ano- 
8D ** ther 
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The Provpuectrs of DANIEL. 


€ cher kingdom inferior to thee.” It is very well 
known that the kingdom which arofe after the Ba- 
bylonian was the Medo-Perfian. The two hands 
and the fhoulders fignify thar the empire of the Ba- 
byloniansfhould be diflolved by two kings. The 
two kings were, the kings of the Medes and Per- 
Hans, whofe powers were united under Cyrus, who 
befieged and took Babylon, put an end to that em- 
pire, and on its ruins erefted the Medo-Verfian, or 
the Perfian, (as it is more ufwally called,) the Per- 
fians having foon gained the afcendancy over the 
Medes. 


The Perfian empire is faid to be inferior, as being 
Jefs than the Babylonian ; and it Is certain that nei- 
ther Cyrus, or any of his fucceffors, ever carried 
their arms into Africa or Spain, at leaft as far as 
Nebuchadnezzar is reported to have done. _ The 
Perfian empire may likewile be called inferior as 
being worfe than the former; for (as Dean Prideaux 
juftly oblerves) the kings of Perfia were certainly 
“ the worft race of men that ever governed an em- 
pire.” This empire, from its firft eftablifhment by 
Cyrus, to the deach of the laft king, Darius Codo- 
manus, lafted not much above two hundred years. 
And thus far it is agreed by all commentators, that 
the two firft kingdoms reprefented in Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s dream were the Babylonian and the Per- 
fian. 


“ ETjs belly and his thighs of brafs ;”_ which is in- 
terpreted by Daniel, “* And another third kingdom 
“ot brafs which fhall bear rule over all the earth.” 
Tris well known that Alexander the Great fubverted 
the Perfian empire. ‘he kingdom, therefore, which 
fucceeded to the Perfian was the Macedonian; and 
this kingdom was fitly reprefented by brafs, for the 
Greeks were famous tor their brazen armour, their 
ufual epithet being “ the brazen coated Greeks.” 
The third kingdom is alfo faid to “ bear rule over 
& oi} the earth? Alexander the Great commanded 
that he fhould be called “ the king of all the 
© world;”? not that he really conquered, or nearly 
conguered, the whole world, buchehad conliderable 
dominions in Europe, Afia and Africa, that is, in 
all the three parts of the world then known, and 
Diodorus Siculus, and other hiftorians, mention am- 
baffadors coming from almoft all parts of che world 
to congratulate Alexander upon his fuccefics, -or to 
fubmit to his empire. ‘ 


That this-third kingdom, therefore, was the Ma- 
cedonian there ts noc the leaft doubt. St. Jerome 
faith exprelsly, the third kingdom fignifics Alex- 
ander, and the kingdom of the Macedonians, and 
of the fucccflors of Alexander; which is righrly 
named brazen, faith he; for, among all metals, brals 
is molt vocal, and tinkles louder, and its found is 
diffofed far and wide, that it portended not only the 
tame and power of the kingdom, but allo the elo- 
quence of the Greek Janguage.”? After the death 
ot Alexander, the kingdoms of theeaft were divided 
among his fucceffors; but the whole itil] retained 
the name of the Macedonian empire; and Juftin 
reckons Alexander the fame to the Macedonians, as 
Cyrus was to the Perfians, and Romulus to the Ro- 
mians. 


“ Elis legs of iron, his feet partof iron, and part 
of clay.” This is interpreted by Daniel as follows: 
*€ And the fourth kingdom fhall be {trong as iron; 
© forafmuch as iron breaketh in pieces, and tubdu- 
“< ech all things; and as iron that breaketh all thefe, 
* thalbit break in pieces and bruife. And whereas 
© thou fawelt the feet and toes, part of potter's clay, 
“and part of iron; the kingdom fhall be divided; 
*¢ but there fhall be in it of the ‘ftrength of the iron, 
© forafmuch as thou faweft the iron mixed with 
‘ miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part 
“of iron, and part of clay; fo the kingdom thall 
“ be partly ftrong and partly broken. And whereas 
* thou fawelt iron mixed with miry clay, they fhall 
“mingle chemielves with the feed of men; but 


* they fhall nor cleave one to another, even as iron” 


“is not mixed with clay.”? Dan. ii. 40, &c. 


Vhis fourth kingdomis defcribed as ftronger than 
the three preceding. As iron breaketh and bruifeth 


Cuap, \y 


all other metals, fo this was to breaks and fubdue al] 
the former kingdoms. ‘The metal here is different 
and confequently the nation was to be different fron, 
the preceding. “The tour different metals mutt fig. 
nify the four different nations; and as the gold fia. 
nified the Babylonians, the filver the Perfians, and 
the brafs the Macedonians, fo the iron muft necef. 
farily denote fome other nation; and that this nation 
was no other than that of the Romans, willevidendly 
appear from what follows. 


. The Romans fucceeded next to the Macedonians 
and therefore, in courfe, were next to be mentioned.” 
The Roman empire was ftronger and larger than 
any of the preceding. The Romans brake in pie- 
ces, and fubdued, all the former kingdoms. Jofe- 
phus fays, that,.as the two arms of filver denoted the 
kings of the Medes and Perfians, fo we might fay 
in like manner, that the-two legs of iron fienified 
the two Roman confuls.§ The iron was ‘ mixed 
with miry clay,”” and the Romans were defiled with 
a mixture of barbarous nations. The Roman em. 
pire was at length divided into ten Jeffer kingdoms, 
anfwering tothe ten toes of theimage. Theteking- 
doms retained much of the old Roman ttrength, 
and manifefted ir upon feveral occafions; fo thar 
ne the kingdom was partly ftrong and partly bro- 

ken.” “Chey *¢ mingled themfelves with the feed 
“of men.” They made marriages and alliances 
one with another; but no hearty union enfued: 
reafons of {tate are f{tronger than thofe founded on 
the ties of blood, and intereft will always avail more 
than affinity. 





The Roman empire, therefore, is reprefented ina 
double ftate, firft, with the {trength of iron, con- 
quering all before it, * his legs of iron,” and then 
weakened and divided by the mixture of barbarous 
nations, ‘* his feet part of iron, and part of clay.” 
It fubdued Syria, and made the kingdom of the Se- 
leucidae_a Roman province in the year 65 before 
Chrifl. It fubdued Egypt, and made the kingdom 
of the Lagida a Roman province in the year 30 
before Chrift. And in the fourth century after 
Chrift, ic began to be torn in pieces by the incur- 
fions of the barbarous nations. 


St. Jerome lived to fee the incurfions of the bar- 
barous nations; and his comment is, “ that the yo 
fourth kingdom, which plainly belongs to the Ro. en 
mans, is the iron that breaketh and fubdueth all 
things ; but his feet and toes are part of iron, and 
partof clay, which is moft manifeftly proved ar this 
time: for as, in the beginning, nothing was ttronger. 
and harder than the Romanempire, fo, in the end of 
things, nothing is weaker; fince both in civil wars, 
and againft divers nations, we want the affiftance of 
other barbarous nations.” He hath given the fame 
interpretation in other parts of his works; and it 
feemeth that he had been blamed for it, as a refiec- 
tion upon the governments and therefore he maketh 
this apology for himfelf: ‘If, (faith he,) in explain- 
ing the ftatue, and the difference of his feet and toes, 
I have interpreted the iron and clay of the Roman 
kingdom, which the fcripture foretells fhould be 
firft rong and then weak, Jet them not impute it 
to me, but to the prophet; for we mutt not fo flat- 
ter princes, as to neglect the verity of the holy fcrip- 
tures; nor isa general difputation an injury to a fin- 
gle perion,” 


All ancient writers, both Jewifh and Chrittian, 
agree with St. Jerome inexplaining the fourth king- - 
dom to bethe Roman. The celebrated Mr. Meds, «! 
who was as able a judge as any perfon whatever in 
thefe matters, has made the following very juft ob- | 
fervation: ** I'he Roman empire (fays he) was be «: 
lieved to be the fourth kingdom of Daniel, by the 
church of Ifrael, both before and in Our Saviour’s 
time; received by the difciples of the prophets, an 
the whole Chriftian church, for the farft 300 yeats, 
without any known contradiétion. And“ confels 
having fo Sood a ground in fcripture, it is with mé 
“¢ little lefs than an article of faith.” 








Exclufive of this wonderful image, Nebuchad- 
nezzar faw, in his dream, ‘a ftone cut out without 


“hands, which {mote the image upon his feet aan 
se wert 


NE ee a eae. 




















CHAP. 


Al, 


“ were of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces: 
“* chen was the iron, the clay, the brats, che filver 
‘Sand the gold broken in pieces together, and be- 
“came like the chaff of the threfhing-floors, and 
“che wind carried them away, that no place was 
“found for them; and the itone that tmore the 
“image became a great mountain, and filled the 
* whole earth: which is thus interpreted and ex- 
plained by Daniel: ** And in the days of thele kings 
“* rha}l the God of heaven fet upakingdom, which 
“ shail never be deflroyed ; and the kingdom fhall 
“not be left to other people, but it fhall break in 
*“ pieces, and confume all thele kingdoms, and it 
“ fhall itand for ever: forafmiuch as thou fawell 
** thas che {tone was cutout of the mountain with- 
“Sout hands, and that ic brake in pieces the iron, 
** the brafs, the clay, the filver and the gold;” ver. 
the 45- 


Ey this was evidently meant the kingdom of 
Chrift, which was fet up during the days of the 
initof the before-mentioned kingdoms. “he fone 
was totelly a very diferent thing from the image, 
and the Kingdom of Chriflis totally different trom 
che kingdoms of the world. “ “he tlone was cut 
* ouroer the mountain without hands,” and was to 

SS a building of God, a houle not made with 
Shonds.? his the fathers generally apply to 
Chait himicly, who was miraculuufly bern of avir- 
ie withous the concurrence of aman: but it fhould 
rether be unoittood of che kingdom of Chrill, 
winch was foomed out ef the Roman empire, not by 
pumbe: cr hvads, or flreneth of armies, buc with- 
out human means, and che affitlance of human cau- 


_The Propnecises of DANIEL. 


fonant to the fenfe of all ancient writers, both Jews 
and Chriitians. Jonathan Bell Uzziel, who made 
the Chaldee ‘Vargum, or paraphrate upon the pre- 
phecies, lived a little before Our Saviour. | Hedid 
not, indeed, make any Chaldee version of Daniel, 
but he applies his prophecies in his intérpretation of 
thofe of other prophets. "Thus, ina paraphrafe 
upon Wabakuk, he tpeaketh of the four great king- 
doms of the earth, thac they fhould, in their turns, 
be deftroyed, and be fucceeded by the kingdom of 
the Meffiah. ** For the kingdom of Babylon ihall 
not continue, nor exercife dominion over Ifrael 5 
the kings of Media fhall be fain, and the itrong 
men of Greece fhaHl not profper; the Romans fhall 
be blotted out, nor collect tribute from Jerufalem. 
Theretore, becaute of the fign and redemption which 
thou fhale accomplith for thy Chritt, and for the 
remnant of thy people, they who remain fhall 
praife thee, &c.” 


Jofephus, in fpeaking of this kingdom, fays, 
“The kingdom of the floxe fhall bruife the Jews 


hac ftumbled at Chrift’s Grit coming; buc the 


kingdom of the wountain, when maniiefted, fhall 
beat the fect of the monarchial flatue to duit, and 
Jeave no remains of the fourth monarchy in its laf 
and degenerate ttate.2 3 

Vhe fame opinion was prevalent among the, an- 
cient Chrittians, as well as among the Jews. Sr. 
Jerome, and all the fathers, who have occafion to 
comment upon this paffage, give the fame inter- 
pretation: but it will be fufficient here co pr 
the tellimony of that elegant hiftorian Sufp 





Severus, who, after having given an account of Ne- repofition 
buchadnezzar’s dream, and all the particulars re- of Nebu- 
lating to it, fubjoins an expofition of it agreeable to eae 
Daniel’s interpretation,“ “‘Vhe image (lays he) is 3)’ sutypi- 
an emblem of the world. The golden head is the crus Seve. 


des. this kingdom was “SS fet up by the God of 
“heavens? and frem thence the phrate of the 
* kingaem ot heaven? came to fignify che coming 
ol the Meffiah ; and fo it was uled and underftood 














by the yews, and fo itis apphed by Our Saviour in 
the New Terlament. Other kingdoms were patted 
by fe nan ambition, and worldly power; but this 
was the work not ef man, but of God: this was 
truly, as itis called, ** che kingdom of heaven,” and 
“Sa kingdem noc of this world 5” its laws, its pow- 
ers, were ali Divine. “Vhis kingdom was “ never 
“to be deflroyed,”’ as the Babylonian, the Perfian, 
ani the Macedonian empires have been, and, in a 
great meaiure, allo the Roman. ‘This kingdom 
was to “ break in pieces, and confume, all the king- 
“coms 3” to tpread and enlarge itdtelf, fo that it 
fnould comprehend within itfelf all the former 
kingdoms. In fhort, it was to ‘fill the whole 
*S earth,” co become univerfal, and to * fland for 
over”? : 

As the fourth kingdom, or the Roman empire, 
was reprelented in a twofold fate, firft ttrone and 
Acurifhing, * with legs of iron,” and then weaken- 
ed and aivided, “ with feet and tocs part of iren and 
“part of clay,” fo this fitth kingdom, or the k ing- 
dom of Chrut, is defcribed likewile in two fkates, 
which Mr. Mede very juftly dittinguifhes by the 
names of “ the kingdom of the flone,” and * the 
“kingdom of the mountain.” The firft, when 
** the {tone was cut out of the mountain without 
“hands; that is, the kingdom of Chrift was fairft 
fer up while the Roman empire was in its full 
ftrengcth with “ legs of iron.” The Roman empire 
was afterwards divided into ten leffer kingdoms, the 
remains of which are {till fubfifting. ‘Phe image 
is (till landing upon his teet and toes of iron and 
clay ; the kingdom of Chrift is Mill ** the ftone cut 
“Sour of the mountain: this ftone will one day 
{mite the image upon the feet and toes, and deftroy 
it utterly, and will ittelf ** become a great moun. 
** cain and fill the whole earths”? or, in other words, 
** the kingdoms of this world fhall become theking- 
*“doms of our Lord, and of his Chrift, and he 
“* fhall reign for ever and ever.” Rev. xi. 1s. We 
have, therefore, feen the kingdom of the froxe, bur 
we have not yet feen the kingdom of the mountain. 
Some parts of this prophecy {till remain to be ful. 
filled, and, from the exact completion of the other 
Parts, there is not che leaft doubt but that che reft 
in due feafon, will be fully accomplifhed. ‘ 


The interpretation of the fifth kingdom is con- 





juft before his death, 


empire of the Chaldeans; forafmuch as that was ™* 


the firtt and mofl wealthy. ‘Phe break and arms 
of filver, fignily the fecond kingdom, which was 
that of the Perfians under Cyrus. In the brazen 
belly the third kingdom is declared to be portend- 
ed, and that we fee fulfilled; foralmuch as dhe em- 
pire, taken from the Perfians, was given by Alex- 
ander to Macedonia. ‘Vhe iron legs are the fourth 
kingdom; and that is the Roman, the-ftrongeft of 
all the kingdoms before it. But the feet, part of 
iron, and part of clay, prefigure the Roman empire 
to be fo divided as that it fhould never unite agains 
which is equally fulfiNed 5 forafmuch as the Ro- 
man territory is occupied by foreign nations or re- 
bels: and we ive (faith he, and he lived at the be- 
ginning of the filth century) barbarous nations 
mixed with our armies, cities, and provinces. But 
in the flone cut without hands, which brake in 
pieces the gold, the filver, the brafs, che iron and 
the clay, we havea figure of Chrift; for he fhall 
reduce this world, in which are the kingdoms of 
the earth, to nothing, and fhall eftablifh a king- 
dom thac will la{t forever,” -* 


Thus did it pleafe God to reveal unto Daniel, and 
by Daniel unto Nebuchadnezzar, the great and moft 
fignal events of this world, as Daniel faid unto Ne- 
buchadnezzar at the time he interpreted his dream; 
“The great God hath made known to the king 
“* what fhall come to pals hereafter; and the dream 
“Sis certain, and the interpretation thereof is ture.” 
Dan. it. 45.° ‘The king, hearing his dream related 
with fuch exaétnefs, might be better aflured of the 
truth of the interpretation, and of the great events 
which fhould follow. And from hence we are ena- 
bled, in fome meafure, to account for Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s prophelying a little before he died. Aby- 
denus wrote the hiflory of the Affyrians. It is not 
well known in what age he lived, and his hiftory is 
loft ; but there is a fragment of it preferved by Eu- 
febius, wherein itis alerted, that Nebuchadnezzar, 
) s was infpired, and that he pro- 
phefied in this manner: “ J Nebuchadnezzar tore- 


‘tel unto you, O Babylonians, an imminent cala- ate 


mity, which neither Belus, My progenitor, nor chadnezvar, 


“ce 
ce 
ee 
ee 


queen Beltis can perfuade the fates to avert: a 
Perfian mule fhall come affifted by your demons 
and impele fervirude upon you; whole coad. 

© jutor 


664. 
© jutor fhall be a Mede, the boaft of the Affy- 


**rians.”? 


This prophecy of Nebuchadnezzar was afterwards 
thus interpreted: Cyrus was the mule: he was born 
of parents of,differenr nations; the mother the bet- 
ter, and the father the meaner; tor fhe was a Mede, 
and a daughter of the king.of the Medes, but he 
was a Perfian, and fubjeét to the Medes. Tf, there- 
fore, any fuch prophecy was uttered by Nebuchad- 
‘nezzar a little before his death, if any fuch oracle 
was received and believed of Cyrus and the Perfians 
fubduing Afia, it may very juftly be fuppofed to 
have been derived originally from the prophecy of 
Daniel, which being iolemnly delivered to a great 
king, and publifhed in Chaldea, might come to be 
generally known in the eaft, and the truth of it 
foon evinced by the event that followed, 


It was likewife from this propheey of Daniel that 
the diftinétion firft arole of the four great empires 
of the world, which hath been followed ‘by molt 
hiftorians and chronologers in their diitribution of 
times. A’s thefe four empires are the fubject of this. 
prophecy, fo likewife have they been the fubject of 
the mof celebrated writers, both in former and in 
latter ages. he hiftories of thefe empires are the 
beft written, and the moft read, of any; they are 
the ftudy of the learned, and the amufement of the 
polite; they are of ule both in fchools, and in fe- 
nates: from hence, examples, inftructions, laws, 
and politics are derived forall ages ; and very little 
in comparifon is known of other times, or of other 
nations. 


It may be obferved by fome, that there have been 
empires as great as thele, fuch as thofe of the Tar- 
tars, the Saracens, and the Turks; and it may, 
perhaps, be thought that they are as well deferving 
of a place in this jucceffion of kingdoms, and were 
egually worthy to be made the objects of prophecy, 
being as eminent for the wifdom of their conftitn- 
tions, the extent of their dominions, and the length 
of their duration. But thefe four empires had a 
particular relation to the church and people of God, 
who were fubjeéts to each of them in their turns. 
The fate of them was therefore particularly pre- 
diéted; and we have in them, without the intermix- 
ture of others, a line of prophecy (as it may be 
juftly called) from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar to 
the full and compleat eftablifhment of the kingdom 
of the Meffiah. 


The great arbiter of kingdoms, and governor of 
the univerfe, can reveal as much of their future re- 
volutions as he pleafeth; and he hath revealed 
enough to manifeft his providence, and to confirm 
the truth of religion. What Daniel, therefore, faid 
on the firft difcovery of thele things, may be very 
juftly applied after the completion of fo many par- 
ticulars : ‘* Bleffed be the name of God for ever and 
S* ever; for wifdom and might are his. And he 
*¢ changeth the times and the feafons :_ he removeth 
“¢ kings, and fetreth up kings: he giveth wifdom 
** unto the wife, and knowledge to them that know 
“<* knowledge. He revealeth che deep and fecret 
*< things : Be knoweth what is in the darknels, and 
© the light dwelleth with him.” Dan. ii. 20, &c. 


Interpreta- 
tion of Ne- 
buchadnez- 
nar’s proe 
phecy. 


CHAP. XII. 


Of Daniel's Vifion concerning the lour great Empires. 


HE laft fovereign of the Babylonifh empire was 
Bellhazzar, inthe frit year of whole reign the 

fame things werc revealed unto Daniel concerning 
the four great empires of the world, as had been re- 
vealed unto Nebuchadnezzar in the fecond year of 
this reign, which was a fpace of about forty-eight 
years. All the difference between thefe revelations 
is, that what was revealed to Nebuchadnezzar_in 
the form of a great image, was reprefented to Da- 
niel in the fhape of great wild beafts; which dif- 
ference is accounted for by Mr. Louth, who fays, 
“this image appeared with a glorious luftre in the 
imagination of Nebuchadnezzar, whofe mind was 
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Of DawieL’s Viffon concerning the Four great Empires. 
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wholly taken up with admiration of worldly pomp 
and fplendor; whereas the fame monarchies were 
reprefented to Daniel under the fhape of fierce and 
wild beafts, as being the great fupporters of idola- 


try and tyranny in the world.” 


In Daniel’s vifion the firft kingdom is reprefented 
by a beaft, that was “‘ like a lion, and had eagle's 
‘wings : and I beheld till the wings thereof were 
** pluckc, and it was lifted up from the earth, and 
** made to ftand upon the feet _as a man, and a 
“© man’s heart was given to it.” Dan. vil. 4. This 
is the kingdom of the Babylonians: and the king 
of Babylon is, in like manner, compared to a lion 
by the prophet Jeremiah: “ the lion is come up 
“from his thicket, and the deftroyer of the Gen- 
** tiles is on his way.” Jer. iv. 7. And he is faid to 
fly as an eagle: ‘‘* Behold, he fhall fly as an eagle, 
‘Sand fhall ipread_his wings over Moab ;” xlviii, 
40. And he is alfo compared to an eagle by the 
prophet Ezekiel: ‘* Thus faith the Lord God, 
““A great eagle with great wings,” &c. Ezek. 
XVII, 3. ; 

The lion is the king of beafts, and the eagle the 
king of birds; and therefore the kingdom of Baby. 
lon, which is defcribed as the firit and nobleft king. 
dom, and was the kingdom then in being, is faidto 
partake of the nature of both. The eagle’s wings 
denote its fwiftnefs and rapidity; and the conqtetts 
of Babylon were very rapid, that empire being ad. 
vanced to its height within a few years by a {ingle 
perfon, namely, by the conduct and arms of Ne- 
buchadnezzar. It is farther faid that ‘* the wings 
*¢ thereof were pluckt.” Its wings were beginning 
to be pluckt when Daniel’s prophecy was firft de- 
livered, for at that time the Medes and Perfians 
were encroaching upon it. Belfhazzar, the then 
reigning king, was the la{t of his race; and in the 
feventeenth year of his reign Babylon was taken, 
and the kingdom was transterred to the Medes and 
Perfians. 


“© And it was made to ftand upon the feet as 
*S aman, and a sman’s heart was given to it.” The 
meaning of this paffage js fuppoled to be an allufion 
to the cafe of Nebuchadnezzar, when, in his rnad- 
nels, ** a beatt’s heart was given unto him,” and, 
after he was reftored tohis fenies, ‘* a man’s heart was 
** givento him” again. It evidently appears, chat, 
after the Babylonian empire was fubverted, the peo- 
ple became more humane and gentle; their minds 
were humbled with their il] fortune ; and rhofe who 
vaunted as if they had been more than men, now 
found themielves to be but men. ‘They were, in 
fhort, brought to fuch a fenle as the plalmilt wilhes 
fuch perfons to have: ‘* Put them in tear, O Lord; 
“ that the nations may know themielves to be but 
“men.” Pfal. ix. 20. 











The fecond kingdom is reprefented by ‘* another gx 
© beaft like to a bear, and it_raifed up itfelf on one 
S© Gde, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it be- 
“tween the teeth of ic: and they faid thus unto it, 
** arife, devour much flefh.” Dan. vii. 5. This is 
the kingdom of the Medes and Perfians; and, for 
their cruelty and greedinels after blood, they are 
compared to a deer, which is a favage and_vora- 
cious animal, Yhe learned Bochart recounts feveral 
particulars wherein the Perfians refermbled bears ; 
but the chief likenefs confifted in what has been al- 
ready mentioned ; and this likenefs was principally 
intended by the prophet, as evidently appears from 
the words of the text itfelf,; ‘6 Arife, devour much 
** fefh.”? 


“* And it raifed up itfelf on_one fide,” or “it 
° yaifed up one dominion.” The Perfians were 
fubjeét to the Medes at the conqueft of Babylon, 
but foon after railed themfelves shave them. 


“© And it had three ribs in the mouth of it be- 
“ pween the teeth of it.” By thete are meant the 
three kingdoms of the Babylonians, Medes, and 
Perfians, which were reduced into one kingdom. 
They might properly be called +7s, as the conquett 
of them much ftrengthened the Perfian empires 
and they might be faid to be between * the teeth : 

the 
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“* the bear,” as they were much grinded and op- 
preffed by the Perfians. 


© Alefh.?) This, as we have before oblerved, was 
faid to denote the natural cruelty of the Medes and 
nets Perfians. They are alfo reprefented as very cruel by 
yee the prophet Ilalah, chap. xiii, 18. Cambyles, Ochus, 
and others of their princes, Were, indeed, more like 
bears than men. Inftances of their cruelty abound 
in almoft all the hiftorians who have written of their 
affairs. Ammianus Marcellinus deferibes them as 
being proud, cruel, and exercifing the power of life 
and death over flaves and obicure plebeians. ‘* They 
“ pull off the fkin (fays he) fré6m men alive by pieces 
or altogether; and they have abominable laws, by 
which, for one man’s offence, all the neighbour- 
hood is deftroyed.”? 


Ematem of | The third kingdom is reprefented by ‘* another 
thederd © beaft like a leopard, which had upon the back of 
‘* ic four wings of a fowl: the beat had allo four 
“© heads; and dominion was given to it.” “Vhis is 
the kingdom of the Macedonians or Greciins, who, 






came the Perfians, and reigned next after them: and 
it is ficly compared toa leopard on teveral accounts. 
The leopard is remarkable for twittnels,; and Alex- 
ander and the Macedonians were amazingly {wift 
and rapid in their conguefts. Vhe leopard is a 
{potted animal, and was therefore a proper em- 
blem (according to Bochart) of the different man- 
necg of the nations which Alexander commanded, 
or (escording to Grotius) of the various manners 
of Alexander himielf, who was fomerimes mercit ul, 
and fometimes cruel; fometimes temperate, and 
fometimes drunken; fometimes ab{temious, and 
. fometimes incontinent. The leopard (as Bochart 
obferves) is of finall ftature, but of great courage, 
fo as not to be afraid to engage with the lion and 
the largeft beafts ; and fo Alexander, a litle king 
in comparifon, of {mall ftature too, and with a 
Small army, dared to attack Darius, whole kingdom 
extended from the /gean Sea to the Indies. 


** The beaft had upon the back of ic four wings 
“of afowl.” The Babylonian empire was repre- 
fented with ¢wo wings, but this is delcribed with 

our. For (as St. Jerome faith) nothing could be 

fwifter than the victories of Alexander, who ran 
through all the countries, from Illyricum and the 
Adriatic Sea, to the Indian Ocean and the river 
Ganges, not fo much fighting as conquering; and 
in twelve years fubjugated part of Europe, and all 
Afia to himfelf, 


*¢ The beaft had alfo four heads;”’ to denote the 
four kingdoms into which this fame third kingdom 
fhould be divided, as it was divided, after the death 
of Alexander, into four kingdoms, Caffander reign - 
ing over Macedon and Greece, Lyfimachus over 
‘Vhrace and Bithynia, Ptolemy over Egypt, and 
Seleucus over Syria: 


“¢ And dominion was given to it.””, This (as St. 
Jerome fays) fheweth that it was not owing to the 
tortitude of Alexander, but proceeded from the 
will of the Lord. And, indeed, unlefs he had 
been direéted, preferved, and affifted by the Su. 
preme Power, how could Alexander, with 30,000 
men, have overcome Darius, with Gco,ooo, and, in 
fo fhort a time, have brought all the countries, 
from Greece as far as to India, into fubjection ? 


Banaue iis The fourth kingdom is reprefented by a ** fourth 
‘thefons, .. Dealt, dreadful and terrible, and {trong exceed- 
igdom. “ingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured, 
** and brake in pieces, and ftamped the refidue with 
** the feec of it; and it was diverfe from ‘all the 
** beaits that were betore.” Daniel was particu- 
larly defirous to know what this might mean; upon 
which he was thus anfwered by the angel, who had 
explained to him the former part of his-vifion: 
“The fourth beaft fhall be the fourth kingdom 
* upon the earth, which fhall be diverfe from all 
*“ kingdoms, and fhall devour the whole earth, 
** and fhall tread ic down, and break it in pieces.” 
Daniel vii. 19. 23. 
No. 56. 





* And they faid thus untoit, arife, devour much _ 


under the command of Alexander the Great, over- - 
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- This fourth kingdom can be none other than the 
Roman empire. “Lhe fourth beait was fo great 
and horrible, that it was nor eaty to find an ade- 

uate name for it: and the Roman empire was 
“ dreadtul, and terrible, and {trong exceedingly,’ 
beyond any of the former kingdoms. It was “* di- 
‘** verfe trom all kingdoms,” not only in its repub- 
lican form of government, but likewile in ftrengeh, 
and power, and greatnets, length of duration, and 
extent of dominion. ‘* It devoured and brake in 
* pieces, and ttamped the refidue with the feet of 
Serr?) Te reduced Macedon into a Roman province 
about 168 years, the kingdom of Pergamus about 
133 years, Syria about 65 years, and Egypt about 
30 years, before Chrift.” And befides the remains 
ot the Macedonian empire, it fubdued many other 
provinces and kingdoms; fo that ic might very 


Juftly be faid to ** devour the whole earth, and to 


“© cread it down, and break it in pieces ;’? and it be- 
came, in a manner, what the Roman writers de~ 
lighted to call it, namely, *S Zhe cmpire of the 
** svhole world.” 

A celebrated ‘Greek writer, who flourifhed in 
the reign of Auguitus Cafar, hath a remarkable 
paflage, which is very pertinent cowards ilbuttra 
tng the tulfilmento€ this partuf che prophecy. In 
{peaking of the great fuperioricy of the Roman to 
all tormer empires, he iaith, “Phe Macedonian 
empire having overturned the force of the Perfians, 
in Sreatnefs, Indeed, of dominion, excceded all the 
kingdoms which were betofe it; bur yer ic did not 
flourifh a long time. After the death of Alexander 
it began to grow worle and worfe, and being di- 
vided into feveral principal.ues by his fucceflors, ic 
was weakened by itlelf, and at Jatt was detlroyed. 
by the Romans.” Notwithitanding its once great 
power, yet it did not reduce all the earth and fea 
to its obedience. For it did not poflefs Africa, 
except that part adjoining to Egypt. Nor did it 
fubdue all Europe; but only northwards it pro- 
cecded as far as ‘Vhrace; and weltwards it defcended 
to the Adriatic Sea. But the city of Rome ruleth 
over ail the earth, as far as it is inhabited; and 
commands all the fea; not only that within the Pil- 
lars of Hercules, butalfo the ocean, as far as it is 
navigable, having firtl, and alone, of all the moft ce- 
lebrated kingdoms, made the eal and welt the 
bounds of its empire: and its dominion hath con- 
tinued nota fhort time, but longer than that of any 
other city or kingdom in the world.” 


_ Another remarkable property of chis fourth beaft 
is, that “ it had ten horns:” and, according to the 
angel’s interpretation, the ten horns out of this 
= kingdom are ten kings,” or. kingdoms, ‘* chat 

fhall arife;”? which was accordingly ful@lled when 
the Roman empire was divided into ten different 
ftates or kingdoms. : 


_ But, befides thefe ten horns or kingdoms of the 
fourth empire, there was to {pring up among them 
another little horn. “* I confidered the horns (faith 
7 Daniel) and behold there came up among them 
= another little horn, before whom there were three 
of the firft horns pluckt up by the roots.” Da 
nicl was cager to know the meaning of this part of 
the vifion; upon which the angel informed him 
that as “ the ten horns out of this kingdom were 
“ten kings,” or kingdoms, * that fhould arife.?? 
fo likewile that ‘ another fhall rife after them, and 
he fhall fubdue three kings,” or kingdoms. 


We have already feen that the Roman empire 
was divided into ten horns or kingdoms, and amone 
them we may, ona proper examination, find ano- 
ther licclehornorkingdom, aniwering, inall refpeéts 
to the charaéter here given. The celebratec Ma- 
chiavel (in his hiltory of Florence) after havin 
fhewn how the Roman empire was broken and hd 
vided by the incurfions of the northern. nations, 
fays, “© About this time the bifhops of Rome began 
to take upon them, and to exercife @reater autho 
rity than they had formerly done. At firit the fac. 
ceffors of St. Peter were venerable and eminent for 
their, miracles, and the holinefs of cher lives: and 
their examples added daily fuch numbers to the 

Eg : Chriftian 


665 


Explanas 
tion, 


MluQrations 
ot the tule 
hlaent of 
that parc of 
the pro- 
phees ree 
lative to 
the Roman 
empire. 


Obfervas 
tions by 
Machiaved. 


666 


Explanation 
by Mr. 
Mede and 
Sir [faae 
Newton, 


Caules of 
the Popes 
becoming 
temporal 
Princes. 


The Lom- 
Bards 
inyade the 


Of DanieL’s Vifton conceraing the Four great Empires. 


Chriftian church, that, to obviate or remove the 
confufions which were then in the world, many 
princes turned Chriftians; and the emperor of Rome 
being converted among the reil, and quitting Rome, 
to hold his refidence at Conftantinople, the Roman 
empire began to decline; burthe church of Rome 
augmented as faft.”? He then proceeds to give an 
account how the Roman empire declined, and the 
power of the church of Rome increafed, firft under 
the Goths, then under the Lombards, and after- 
wards by calling in of the Franks. 


Here, then,’ is a little horn fpringing up among 
the other ten horns. The bifhop of Rome was re- 
{pectable as a bifhop long before, but he did not 
become an 4orz properly (which is an emblem of 
ftrength and power) till he became a temporal 
prince. He was to 77/e efter the other, that is, de- 
bind them, fo that the’ten kings were not aware of 
the growing up of the little horn, till ir had over- 
powered them. ‘* Vhree of the firft horns (that is, 
** three of the firft kings or kingdoms) were to be 
*‘ pluéke up by the roots,”,and to “* fall before 
“him.” ‘Dhefe three are very fully explained both 
by Mr. Mede and Sir Iaac Newton; but, as there 
is very little variation between them, we fhall only 
quote the words of the latcer. ‘* Kings (faith he) 
are put for kingdoms, and therefore the httle horn 
isa little kingdom. It was an horn of the fourch 
beaft, and rooted up three of his firft horns, and 
therefore we are to look for it among the nations of 
the Latin empire, after the rife of the ten horns, 
In the eighth century, by rooting up and fubduing 
the exarchate of Ravenna, the kingdom of the 
Lombards, and the fenate and dukedom of Rome, 
the bifhop acquired Peter’s patrimony cut of their 
dominions, and thereby rofe up as a temporal prince 
or_king, or horn of the fourth beatt.” Again. 
“* Te was certainly by the victory of the tec of Rome 
over the Greek emperor, the king of Lombardy, 
and the fenate of Rome, that fhe acquired Peter’s 
patrimony, and rofe up to her greatnefs.”---That 
this explanation of Sir Ifaac Newton’s is juftiy 
founded will appear from what follows. 


Firft, the exarchate of Ravenna, which of right 
belonged to the Greek emperors, and was the capital 
of their dominions in Italy, having revolted at the 
intltigation of the pope, was unjufily feized by Ai- 
ttulphus, king of the Lombards, who thereupon 
thought of making himfelf matter of Italy. The 
pope, in this exigency, applied for help to Pepin, 
king of france, who marched into Italy, beficged 
the Lombards in Pavia, and forced them to furren- 
der the exarchate, and other territories ; which were 
not rettored to the Greck emperor, asin juitice they 
ought to have been, but, at the folicitation of the 
pope, were given to St. Peter and his tucceflors 
tor a perpetual fucceffion, Pope Zachary had ac- 
knowledged Pepin, ufurper of the crown of France, 
as lawful fovercign; and now Pepin, in his turn, be- 
ftowed a principality, which was another’s properly, 
upon Pope Stephen i. the fucceffor of Zachary. 
** And fo (as Platina fays) the name of the exar- 
chate, which had continued from the time of Narfes 
to the taking of Ravenna by Aiftulphus, an hundred 
and feventy years, was extinguifhed.” Uhis (ac- 
cording to Sigonius) was effeéted in the year 7553 
and henceforward the popes, having become tem. 
poral princes, did no longer date their epiftles and 
bulls by the ycars of the emperors reigns, but by 
sevens of their own advancement to the papal 
chair. 


Secondly, the kingdom of the Lombards was 
often troublefome to the pope. King Difiderius in- 
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the latcer was obliged to have recourse to the king 
of France, and carneftly invired Charles the Grear, 
the fon and fucceffor of Pepin, to come into Lraly 
to his affittance. ble accordingly wenr with a great 
army (being ambitious allo himiclf of enlarging his 
dominions in ttaly} and conquered the Lombards, 
put an end to ther kingdom, and gave great part 
of their dominions to the pope. Fie not only con- 
firmed the former donations of his father Pepin, 


{ 
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but alfo made an addition of other countries to 
them, as Corfica, Sardinia, the Sabine territories, the 
whole track between Lucca and Parma, and that 
part of Tufcany that belonged to the Lombards: 
and the tables of thefe donations hé not only figned 
himfelf, but caufed them to be figned by the bj. 
fhops, abbots, and other great men then prefenr 
and laid them {fo figned upon the altar of St, Peter. 
And this was the end of the kingdom of the Lom. Ther: 
bards, in the 206th year after their poffeffing Thaly, 

and in the year of Chrift 774. ae 


Thirdly, the flate of Rome, though fubject to the 
popes in things fpirirual, was yet, in things tempo. 
ral, governed by the fenate and people, who, after 
theit defection from the eaftern empcrors, {till re. 
tained many of their old privileges, and eleGed 
both the weftern emperor and the popes. After 
Charles the Great had overthrown the kingdom of 
the Lombards, he went again to Rome, and was 
there, by the pope, bifhops, abbots, and people of 
Rome, chofen Roman patrician, which is the degree 
of honor and power_next to emperor. He then 
fertled the affairs of Italy, and permitted the pope 
to hold under him the duchy of Rome with other 
territories: bur, after a few years, the Romans, de- 
firous to recover their liberty, confpired againtt p... 
pope Leo iH]. accufed him of many great crimes, |.- 
and imprifoned him. His accufers were heard on 














a day appointed before Charles, and a council of 4”. 


French and Italian bifhops: butthe pope, withour 
pleading his own caufe, or making any defence, was 
acquitted; his accufers were Main or banifhed, and! 
he himfelf was declared fuperior to ail human judi- * 
cature. And thus the foundation was laid for the; 
abfolute authority of the pope over the Romans, é 
which was completed by degrees; and Charles, int 
return, was chofen emperor of the welt. However, 
after the death of Charles the Great, the Romans 
again conipired againft the pope; but Lewis the 
Pius, the ton_and fucceffor of Charles, acquitted 
him again. Some time after this pope Leo was 
taken dangeroufly ill, which as foon as the Romans, 
his enemies, knew, they rofe again, plundered and 
burnt his villas, and thence marchedto Rome to 
recover what things had been taken from them by 
force, but they were rcpreffed by fome of the em- 
peror’s troops. The fame emperor Lewis the Pius, 
at the requeit of pope Pafchal, confirmed the dona- 
tions which his father and grandfather had made to 
the fee of Rome. Sigonius has recited the confirma- 
tion; and therein are mentioned Rome and its du- 
chy, containing part of Tufcany and Campania, Ra- 
venna, with the exarchate and Pentapolis, and the 
other part of Tufcany, and the countries taken from 
the Lombards: and all thefe are granted to the 
pope and his fucceffors, that they fhould hold them 
in their own right, principality, and dominions, to 
the end of the world. ; 











Thefe were ‘* the three horns, three of the firft 
“horns,” which fell before the little horn: and 
the pope hath, ina manner, pointed himfelf out for 
the perfon by wearing the ¢riple crown. In other 
refpects teo the pope fully anfwers the character of 
the litele horn; do that if exquifite fitnefs of appli- 
cation may affure us of the true fenfe of the pro- 
phecy, we can no longer doubt concerning the per- 
fon. Weis ‘S a little horn: And the power of 
the popes was originally very fmall, and their tem- 
poral dominions were little and inconfiderable, in 
comparifon with others of the ten horns. 


** He fhall be diverfe from the firtt:” that is, his » 
kingdom fhall be of a different nature and conftitu- «+ 
tion: and the power of the pope differs greatly ® 
trom that of all other princes, he having not only 
an ecclefiattical, but likewife a civil and rempora 
authority. 


** And behold in this horn were eyes like the 
“eyes of aman.” This denotes his cunning and 
foreGight; his looking out and watching all op- 
portunities to promote his own interefts: And the 
policy of the Koman hierarchy had almoft pafled 
into a proverb. 

& He 
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** He had a mouth fpeaking very great things.” 
And who hath been more noily and bfuitering than 
the pope, efpecially in former ages, boatting of his 
fupremacy, thundering out his bulls and anathemas, 
excommunicating princes, and abiolving tubjeets 
from their allegiance ? 

* His look was more ftout than his fellows.” 
And the pope affumes a fuperioricy, not only over 
his fellow bithops, but even over crowned heads 5 
and requires greater honours to be paid to him, 
than are expected even by kings and emperors 
themilelves. 

“ And he fhall {peak great words againft the 
* Moit High ex, he thall fpeak reat words as the 
* Moti High.” And has he not fet himiclf up above 
all laws, divine and human; arrogating to himielt 
godlike attributes, and turtles of holiness and infalli. 
Buiuty 3 exacting obedicnce to his ordinances and dee 
crees, in preference to, and in open violation of, 
both 1ealon and fcripture 2 


“© And he thall wear oue che faines of che MoM 
“ High.’ This he has done by wars, maitieres, 
and inquificions, pertecutings and detireying, the 
faithful tervants of Chrilt, and the true worthippers 
of God, who have protetted againil his mnovations, 
and retufed to comply with the idolatry praQiled in 
the church of Rome. a de 


“And he fhall think to change times and laws.” 
This he has done by appointing: talls and feails, 
canonizing faints, granting pardonand indulgencies 
for fins, inltituting new modes of worthip, impoling 
new articles of taith, enjoining new rulesot practice, 
and, in fhort, reverfing, at pleature, the Jaws both 


_ot God and man. 


Such is the power of the pope even at this prefent 
period ; and fuch is the little horn that was to ane 
outof the ten horns, or kingdoms, into which the 
Roman empire was divided. 


But the four kingdoms reprefented in Danicl’s 
vifion, were to be followed by a Gtth, namely, the 
kingdom of the Meffiah. “T beheld (laith Da- 
nied) till the thrones were caft down, and the an- 
“cient of days did fit, whole garment was white as 
““fhow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
“wool; his throne was like the fiery flame, and his 
““ wheels as burning fire. A fiery flream iffued and 
“* came forth trom beforehim; thoulind choulands 
** miniftered unto him: and ten choufand times ten 
* thoufand flood before him: the judgment was 
** fer, and the books were opened.” Dan. vii. 9; 10. 
Thefe metaphors and figures are taken from the ju. 
femnities of earthly judicatorics, and particularly of 
the great Sanhedrim of the Jews, where the father 
of the confiftory fat, wich his affeifors feared on cach 
fide of him, in the sorm of a femicircle, and the 
people ftanding before him: and trom this was 
taken the detcription of the day of judgment as 
given in the New Tefiament. 


“* Tbeheld then, becaufe of the voice of the great 
** words which the horn f{poke; I beheld, even till 
* the beaft was flain, and his body deflroyed, and 
“© given to the burning Hame,” ver. rr. The beat 
will be dettroyed “* becaule of the great words which 
** the horn tpoke,” and the dettruction of the bealt 
willalfo be the deitruétion of the horn; and confe- 
quently the horn is a part of the fourth beaft, or of 
the Roman empire. “ As concerning the reft of 
“* the beafts, they had their dominion taken away, 
“yet their lives were prolonged for a feafon and a 
“time.??, When the deminion was taken away from 
the other bealts, cheir bodies were not deftroyed, 
tor they were fuffered to continue flill in being: but 
when the dominion fhall be taken away from the 
fourth beaft, his body fhall be totally deftroyed: The 
other kingdoms fucceeded each other, but none 
other earthly kingdom fhall fucceed to this. 


“I faw in the night vifions, and behold, one like 
“© the Son of Man, came in the clouds of heaven, 
*° and came to the antient of days, and they brought 
“him near before him.” Here was evidently dif- 


Of Danicr’s Fifon concerning the Four great Empires. 


played the coming of the Meffiah. From hence 
“the Son of Man?’ came to be a known term for 

Tefiah among the Jews. From hence it was taken 
and uled fo frequently inthe gotpel. Our Saviour 
intimates himfelt to be this very Son of Man: 
** Plereatter (lays he) fhall ye fee the Son of Man 
“fitting at the right hand of power, and coming in 
** the clouds of heaven.?? Mait. xxvi. 64, 65. And 
tor faying, this, he was charged by the high-priett 
with having ** Ipoken blafphemy .” 





“* And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
“Sand a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
“guages fhould ferve him: his dominion is an 
*everlaiting dominion, which fhall not pais away, 
“and his kingdom that which fhall not be de. 
“ ttroyed.” Dan. vii. 14. All chete kingdoms fhall, 
in time, be detlroyed, but the kingdom ot the Met. 
fiah thatl{tand forever. And it was an ellulion to 
this part of the prophecy that the angel laid of 
Chrit before he was bora, ‘* He thall reign over 
** the houte of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
“there fhail be no end.” Luke i. 33. 


In what manner thefe great changes will be ef. 
fected we cannot pretend to fay, as God hath noe 
been pleated to reveal ic unto us. We lee, how- 
ever, the remains of the ten horns which arofe out 
of the Roman empire. We fee the little horn (ill 
fublilling, but, it is co be hoped, on the decline, 
and tending towards a diffolution. And having: 
feen fo many of thete particulars accomplithed, we 
can have no reaton co doubt but that the refk allo 
will, in due feafon, be amply fulfilled. 


If’ we compare the prophecies of Daniel in inter- 
preting Mebuchadnezzar’s dream, with thole re- 
vealed to Daniel in his vilion, and interpreted by the 
angel, we fhall find fuch a clole fimilarity as mutt 
naturally flrike us with aflonithment. What was 
reprelented to Nebuchadnezzar in the form of a 
“ great image,” was repretencted again to Danicl by 
“ four great wild beaits:” and the bealls have de- 
Senerated as the metals grew worle and worte. 


“This image’s head was of fine gold ;”? and “ the’ 


“© firtl beaft was like a lion with eagle’s wings”? and 
thele anfwer to cach others; and both reprelented 
the powers then reigning, or the kingdom of the 
Babylonians : but itappeared in {plendor and glory 
to Nebuchadnezzar, as it was then in its flourifhing 
condition: the plucking of its tolags, and its humi- 
Hation, werefhown co Daniel, as ic was then drawing 
near to its fatal enc. 


“The breaft and arms of filver, and the fecond 
“ beatt like a bear,” were defigned to reprefent the 
fecond kingdom, or that of che Medes and Perfians. 
The “two arms”? are fuppofed to denote the two 
people: but fome farcher particulars were hinted to 
Daniel, of the one people rifing up above the other 
people, and of the conquelt of three additional 
kingdoms. ‘Vo Nebuchadnezzar this kingdom was 
called ixferior, or worte than the former; and to 
Daniel rt was deferibed as very crucl; *° Arife, de- 
““vour much flefh.”? 


The third kingdom, or that of the Macedonians, 
was reprelented by ** the belly and thighs of brats,” 
and by “ the third beatt like a leopard, with four 
“ wings of a fowl.” It was faid to Nebuchadnez- 
zar, that * ic fhould bear rule over all the earth ;”? 
and in Danicl’s vifion, “ dominion Was Given to 
“ae. “The ** four heads” fignify Alexander’s four 
fucceffors : butthe “two thighs” can only fignify 
the two principal of them, namely, the Scleucidas 
pou Lagida, that is, the Syrian and Egyptian 
cings, 


co he legs of iron,” and “ the fourth beat with 
Great Iron teeth; exaétly correfpond ; and as 
“iron breaketh in pieces” all other metals, fo the 
fourth bealt * devoured and brealz in pieces ;” and 
they were, therefore, both equally proper reprefenta- 
tives of the fourth kingdom, or the Roman, which 
was {lronger and more powerful than either of the 
former kingdoms. The ‘* ten toes? too, and the 
** ten horns,” were alike fit emblems of the ten king- 
doms, 
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doms, which arofe out of the cdivifion of the Ro- 
man empire: but all that relates to “‘ the litcle 
“* horn” was revealed only to Daniel, as a perfon 
more immediately intereited in the fate of the 
church, P 


The ffone, that was “cut out of the mountain with- 
“out hands, and became” itfelf ‘¢ a mountain, and 
“© filled the whole eatth,” is explained to be a king- 
dom, which fhall prevail over all other kingdoms, 
and become univertfal and everlafting. In like man- 
ner, ‘‘ one like the Son of Man came to the antient 
** of days,”? and was advanced to a kingdom, which 
fhall prevail likewife over all other kingdoms, and 
become univerfal and everlafting. 


Such is the great concord and agreement between 
thefe prophecies of Daniel, which, remarkable as 
they are in many things, are not more fo, than that 
they comprehend fuch diltant events, and extend 
through fo many ages, from the reign of the Baby- 
Jonians, to the confummation of all things. They 
are truly (as Mr. Mede calls them), “* the facred 
calender and great alinanac of prophecy; a propheti- 
cal chronology of times, meéafureéd by the fuccelffion. 
of four principal kingdoms, from the beginning of 
the captivity of Ifracl, until the myftery of God 
fhall be finifhed.” 


Daniel was “much troubled, and his countenance 


“* changed in him,” at the forefight of the calamities: 


that were to be brought on the church by the little 
horn: ‘* he kept the matter in his heart.” Much 
more may good men be grieved at the fight of thefe 
calamities, and lament the prevalence of popery and 
wickednets in the world: but Jet them ‘* keep it in 
** their hearts,”? that a time of juft retribution will 
certainly come. The proof of this may be drawn 
from the moral attributes of God, as well as from 
his promife: ‘* The judgment fhall fit, and they 
“* fhall take away his dominion, to confume and to 
“* deftroy it unto the end. And the kingdom, and 
** dominion, and the greatnefs of the “kingdoms 
“under the whole heaven fhall be given to the 
““ people of the faints of the Moft High, whofe 
** kingdom is an everlafting kingdom, and all do- 
cou fhall ferve and obey “him.” Daniel vii. 
26, 27. 


CHAP. XII. 


Lhe Vifion of the prophet Daniel, relative to the Ram 
aud [ke-Goat. 


HIE, firft vifion Daniel had was that of the 
four great bealts, reprefenting the four great 
empires of the world, and which happened in the 
firft year of Belfhazzar, king of Babylon. In the 
third year of the fame king’s reign he had another 
vifion, which, though in form of a different nature, 
pertained, in a very great degree, to the fame ten- 
dency. ‘‘In the third year of the reign of king 
*¢ Belfhazzar, a vifion appeared unto me, even unto 
“me, Daniel, after that which appeared unto me 
*“ar the firit.” It was exhibited to him at the pa- 
Jace of Shufhan, and by the fide of the river Ulai, 
or Euleus, as it is called by the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. ‘* And I faw ina vifion, and it came to pals 
** when I faw, that I was at Shufhan in the palace 
** which isin the province of Elam, and I faw ina 
*¢ vifion, and I was by the river Ulai.” Such was 
the time and place of the vifion; and the vifion it- 
felf confifted of a ram and an he-goat. 


In the former vifion there appeared four beafts, 
becaufe four empires were there reprefented ; but 
here are only two, becaufe here we have a repyelen- 
tation of what was tranfacted chiefly within two 
empires. The firflof the fourempires (that is, the 
Babylonian) is here wholly omitted ; for its fate, at 
this time, was fufficiently known, and it was now 
drawing very near to a conclufion. The fecond 
empire, therefore, in the former vifion, is the Art 
in this; and what was there compared to a bear, is 
here preigured by aram., ‘* Then [lifted up mine 
*S eyes, and law, and behold, there ftood before the 

2. 


’ called the Medo-Perfian, was not unfitly repretented - 
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“river a ram which had two horns, and thetwo 
“horns were high, but one was higher than the 
other, and the higher came up-laft.” Dan. viii, 3, 
This ram with two horns, according to the explica. 
tion of the angel Gabriel, was the empire of the 
Medes and Perfians. “* The ram which thou faweft 
‘* having two horns, are the kings (or kingdoms) 
** of Media and Perfia,” ver. 20. 


This empire, therefore, which was formed by the 
conjunction of the Medes and Perfians, and is often 
by a ram ‘* with two horns.” Cyrus, the founder ¢ 
of this empire, fucceeded to both crowns, and: 
united the Linddome of Media and Perfia. It was ‘4 
a coalition of two very formidable powers,’ and {8 
therefore it is faid, that ** the two horns were high: * 
“© butone,” itis added, “* was higher than che other, 
* and the higher came up Jatt.” ‘The kingdom of 
Media was the more ancientof the two, and more fa- 
mous in hiftory. Perfia was of little note or ac- 
count cill the time of Cyrus; but under him the 
Perfians gained and prelerved the alcendancy. 


Shy 





The great exploits of the ram are afterwards re. , 
capitulated by the prophet, who fays, “ I daw the, 
** ram pufhing weftward, and northward, and fouth. « 
“© ward, fo that no beafts might itand before him, 
** neither was there any that could deliver out of 
“Shis hand, but he did according to his will, and 
** became great.”? Dan. vill. 4. Under Cyrus him- 
felf the Perfians pufhed their conquelts cwefcverd 
as far as the A?gean Sea and the bounds of Afia; 
northward they jubdued the Armenians, Cappado. 
cians, and various other nations; and fouthward 
they conquered Egypt; if not under Cyrus, yet molt 
certainly under his ton Cambytes. In the prophecy 
there is not any mention made of their conqueits in 
the eaff, the reaton of which is, that thele countries 
lay very remote, and were of little concern or con- 
fequence to them. 


The ram was ftrong and powerful, ‘* fo that no 
* beaits might ftand before him, neither was there 
* any that could deliver out of his hand ;”? that is, 
none of the neighbouring kingdoms were able to 
contend with the Perfians, but all fell under their 
dominion. ‘“* Fle did according to his will, and be- 
came great:” .and the Perfian empire was increafed & 
and enlarged to fuch a degree, that it extended pz: 
** trom India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred px 
‘Cand feven and twenty provinces.” Efiher i. 1. 
So that feven provinces were added to the hundred 
and twenty which it contained in the time of Cyrus. 
Dan, vi. 1. 


After the ram appears the he-goat. ‘* And asl ow 
“was confidering (faith Daniel) behold, an he-s 
*© goat came from the weft on the face of the whole 
* earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat 
** had a notable horn between his eyes; which is 
thus interpreted by the angel Gabriel : “* The rough 
** goat is the king of Grecia, and the great horn 
‘* that is between his eyes is the firft king,” or king- 
“dom. A goat is very properly made the type of the 
Grecian or Macedonian empire, becaule the Mace- 
donians at firft, about’ two hundred years before 
Daniel, were denominated Ageade, or ‘ the goat's 
people ;” and the realon of their being fo called, is 
thus accounted for by heathen authors. Caranus, 
their frit king, going with a great multitude of 
Greeks to feel new habitations in Macedonia, was 
commanded by the oracle to take the goats for his 
guides to empire; and afterwards feeing an herd oi 
goats flying froma violent itorm, he followed them 
to Lideifa, and there fixed the feat of his empires 
made the goats his enfign, or itandards, and called 
the city -Hgee, or “the goat’s town;” and the peo- 
ple 2geade, or “ the goat’s people.” To this i 
may be added, that the city #E gee was the ufual 
burial-place of the Macedonian kings ; and it is allo 
very remarkable, that Alexander’s fon by Roxana 
was named Alexander Afgus, or * the fon of the 
** goat 37” and fome of Alexander’s fucceffors are 
reprefented in thcir coins with ‘* goat’s horns.” 

cs 


This he-goat “ came trom the weft on the face of 
“© the whole earth ,” that is, he carried Se 
efore 
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attempting to corrupt fometimes the foldiers of 
Alexander to betray him, and fometimes his triends 
to deftroy him; fo that he would not lien to the 
moit advantageous offers of peace, but he deter- 
mined to purtue the Perfian king till he completed 
his dettruction, 


“And he fmote the ram, and brake his two 
“horns.” be fubdued Perfia and Media, with the 
other provinces and kinadoms of che Perfian em- 
pire; and itis remarkable chat in Perfia he barba- 
roufly Jacked and burned the royal city of Perie- 
polis, the capitalor che empire; and in Media Da- 
rius was leized, and made a prifoner, by Jome ot his 
own traitor lubjects, who not long afterwards balely 
murdered him. 


before him in all the three parts of the then known |i 
world. “© And he touched not the ground:”? his || 
marches were fo fwitt, and his conquelts fo rapid, {} 
that he might be faid, in a manner, to patsover the }} 
ground without touching it. For the fame reafon 
the fame empire, in the former vifion, was likened to 

a opard, which is a very iwift and active animal, 
znd, to denote the greater quicknels and impetuo- 
lity, to ** a leopard with four wings.” 


** And the goat had a notable horn between bis 
eyes.” This horn, faich the angel, “Sis che firti 
** king,” or kingdom of the Greeks in Afia, which 
was erected by Alexander the Great, and continued 
for fome years under his brother Philip Aridivus, 
and his two fons, Alexander Agus and Flercuies. 
Dean Prideaux, in {peaking of the (wittnel’s of Alex- 
ander’s marches, hath a paflage which is very per- 


** And there was no power in the ram to ftand 
** before him, but he calt him down ro the ground, 


tinent to our prefent purpole: ** Lie flew (lays he) ‘Sand Ramped upon him.’? Ele conquered where 
with victory dwiftter chan others can travel, often ever he went, routed all the torces, took all the 
with his horfe purfuing his cncmies upon the {pur citiesand cattles, and entirely fubverced and ruined 
whole days and nights, and fometimes making Jong the Perfian empire. 


marches tor feveral days one after the other, as ence 
he did in purfuit of Darius, going near forty miles 
a day for eleven days together; fo that, by the 
{peed of his marches, he came upon the enemy be- | 
tore chey were aware of him, and conquered them 
before they could be in a pofture to refift hin, 
‘Lhis exactly agrecth with the deleription given of 
him in the prophecies of Danicl fome ages before, 
he being inthem fet forth under the fimilitude of a 
panther, or leopard, with four wings: tor he was im- 
petuous and fierce in his warlike expeditions, as a 
panther atter his prey; and came on upon his ene- |} amairs; and the empire of the goat, though ex- 
mies with that fpecd as if he few with a double cecding great, was, perhaps, for that realon, the 
pair of wings. And to this purpole he is, in ano- jooner broken in pieces.‘ Uherefore the he-goat 
| 


“© And there was none that could deliver the ram 
“out of his hand.” Not even the numerous ar- 
mies of the kingof Perfiacoulddefend him; though 
his iorecs at the battle of Hits amounted to Gco,c0a 
men, and ac that of Arbela to 10 or 1,100,c00; 
whereas the whole number of Alexanders was noc 
more than 40,000 in either battle. So true is the ob- 
lervation of the pialmill, * there is no king faved 
“* by the multicude of an holt.? Pial. xxxtil. 16. 





There is not any thing fixed and ftable in human 


* ther part of thofe prophecies, compared to an he- «e om Ei. Ge. a oe eas : 

goa conse fromthe welt with that fwiftnels upon se waxed very great, and when he was {trong, the 
the king of Media and Perlia, that he feemed as if 
his feet did not touch the ground. And his ac- 
tions, as well in this comparifon as the former, fully 
verified the prophecy.” 


Tn the next part of this vifion we have an account 
-iab empite Of the Perfian empire being overthrown by the Gre. 
prethiown cians, ** And he came to the ram that had two 
“horns, which I had feen flanding betore the river, 
“© and ran unto him in the tury of his power. And 
“ Tdaw him come clofe unto the ram, and he was 
“moved with choler againft him, and fimote the 
“‘ ram, and brake his two horns; and there was no 
** power in the ram to fland before him, but he caft 
** him down to the ground, and flamped upon hims 
“ and there was none that could deliver the ram out 
* his hand.” Jan, villi. 6, 7. 


The ram had before pufbed wefiward, and the 
Perfians, in the reigns of Darius |yitafpis and 
Xerxes, had poured down with great armies into 
Greece; but now the Grecians, in return, carried 
their arms into Afila, and the he-goat invaded the 
ram that had invaded him. 


great horn was broken; and for it came up four 
“© notable ones, towards the four winds of heaven.”? 
Which the angel thus interprets: ** Now that be- 
“Sing broken, whereas tour ftood up tor it, four 
“kingdoms fhall tkand ap out of the nation, bur 
** notin his power.” Dan. viii. 22. 


The empire of the goat was in its full flrength 
when Alexander dicd at Babylon. He was fuceced- 
ed on the throne by his nacural brother, Philip Ari- 
dus, and by his own two fons, Aicxander Agus 
and Hercules; but, in the ipace of about fifteen 
years, they were all murdered; and then the frtt 
born, or kingdom, was entirely droken. “The royal 
family being thus extinét, the governors of pro- 
vinces, Who had ufurped the power, affumed che 
title of kings; and, by the defeat and death of An- 
tigonus, they were reduced to four, namely, Caf- 
fander, Lyfimachus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus, who 
parted Alexander’s dominions between them, and 
divided and fettled them into four kingdoms. Thete 
four kingdoms are the ** notable horns? which 
came up in the room of the firfl great horn, and 
are the Jame as the “* four heads of the leopard” in 


‘© And he came to the ram that had two horns, the former vifion. 


“which I had ieen ttanding before the river, and 
“ran unto him in the fury of his power.” ‘Ehete 
words ftrongly point out to our imagination the 
army of Darius ftanding and guarding the river 
Granicus, and that of Alexander’s on the other 
fide plunging in, {wining acrois the itream, and 
rufhing on the enemy with all the fire and fury chat 
can be conceived. It appeared to bea ftrange mad 
attempt of Alexander to attack the army of Darius, 
which was confiderably more than five times the 
number of his own; but he was fuccefsful in the 
undertaking, and this fuccefs difufed a terror of 
his name, and opened his way to the conqueft of 


Affia. 


** And I faw him come clofe untothe ram.” He 
had feveral clofe engagements, or fet battles, with 
the king of Perfia, and particularly at che river 
Granicus, in Phrygia, at the Straits of Iffus, in 
Cilicia; and in the plains of Arbela, in Affvria. 


‘© And he was moved wich choler againft him. 
That was for the cruelties which the Perfians had 
exercifed towards the Grecians, and tor Darius’s 

No. 56. 


“Pour kingdoms fhall ftand up out of the na- 
_uion, but not in his power. They were to be 
kingdoms of Greeks, not of Alexander’s own fa- 
mily, but only of his nation; and neither were 
they to be equal to him in power and dominion, as 
an empire united is certainly more powerful than 
an empire divided, and the whole is greater than 
any of the parts. “hey were likewife to extend 
; “toward the four winds of heaven:? and, in the 
partition of the empire, Caffander held Macedon, 


oc 


| and Greece, and the coeftern parts; Lyfimachus had 

; Uhrace, Bithynia, and the northern 1cSilouss; Pro- 
lemy pofleffed Meypt, and the Southern countries; 
and Scleucus obtained Syria, and the caflern yro~ 
vinces. ‘Chus were they divided ‘* toward the tour 
** winds of heaven. 

i 

! 

| 


As, in the former vifion, a little horn fprang up 
among the ten horns of the Roman empire lo here 
a hietle horn is deléribed as rifing among the four 
horns of the Grecian empire: ‘© And outof one of 
os them came forth a tittle horn, which waxed ex- 

ceeding great, toward the fouth, and toward the 
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“< eaft, and toward the pleafant land.” Dan. vili. 9. 
This little horn can only be applied to the Romans, 
who were a new and different power; who rofe from 
finall beginnings to an exceeding great empire; who 
firft fubdued Macedon and Greece, the capital king- 
doms of the goat, and from thence {pread and en- 
Jarged their conquefts over the reft. When they 
firft got footing in Greece, then they became a horn 
of the goat. Out of this horn they came, and were, 
at firft, a little horn; but, in procefs of time, they 
overtopped the other horns, and became predomi- 
nant. Ihe ftrength of the other kingdoms confilted 
in themielves, and had their foundations in fome 
part of the goat; but the Roman empire, as a horn 
or kingdom of the goat, was not mighty by its own 
power, was not itrong by virtue of the goat, but 
drew its nourifhment and ftrength from Rome to 
Italy. There grew the trunk and body of the tree, 
though the branches extended over Greece, Afia, 
Syria, and Egypr. : 


The remainder of this prophecy chiefly relates to 
the perfecuting and oppreffing the people of God. 
** And he waxcd great even to the hottof heaven, (or 
** againft the hoit of heaven,) and he caft down 
** fome of the hoft and of the ftars tothe ground, and 
** ftamped upon them: thar is, the Jewith ftatein 
general, or the priefts and Levites in particular, 
who are called favs, from their being eminent for 
their ftation, and iJluftrious for their knowledge; 
and “* the hoft of heaven,” as they watched and 
ferved in the temple, and their fervice is denomi- 
nated a warfare. Numb. vili. 24. 


** He fhall deftroy wonderfully, and fhall prof 
“* per, and praétife, and fhall deitroy the mighty 
“and the holy people; and through his policy he 
*° thall caufe craft to profper in his hand.?? When 
the city of Jerufalem was befieged and taken by 
the Romans, the number of captives amounted to 
ninety-feven thouland, and of the flain to eleven 
hundred choufand. ‘Vhe Romans too carried their 
congueit and revenge Jo as to put an end to the go.. 
vernment of the Jews, and entirely to take away 
their place and nation. 


It is farther added, that ‘* he fhall alfo ftand up 
* againft the prince of princes.”? By the ‘* prince 
** of princes” is undoubtedly meant the Meffiah. 
It was by the malice of the Jews, and the authority 
of the Romans, that he was put to death; and he 
Suffered the punifhment of the Roman malefactors 
and flaves.. Vhe Romans not only crucified Our 
Saviour, but alfo periecuted his difciples for above 
three centuries: and when, at length, they embraced 
the Chriftian religion, they toon corrupted it; fo 
that it may be queftioned whether their favour was 
not as hurtful to the church as their enmity. As 
the power of the Romanemperors declined, that of 
the Roman pontiffs increated: and may it not, with 
equal truth and juttice, be faid of the latter, as of 
the former, that they ‘SS caft down the truth to the 
*‘oround, and practifed, and profpered?”? ‘lhe 
perfecuting power of Rome, whether exercifed to- 
wards the Jews, or towards the Chriftians, or by the 
emperors or popes, is ftill ** che little horn.” The 
tyranny is the fame; but, as exerted in Greece and 
the eaft, it is the little horn of the he-goat, or third 
empire; as exerted in Italy, and the welt, it is the 
little horn of the fourth beaft, or fourth empire. 


But the little horn, like other tyrannical powers, 
was to come to a remarkable end: ** he fhall be 
** broken without hand.” As the ftone in Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s dream was ‘* cut out of the mountain 
*“ without hands,” that is, not by human, but by 
fupernatural means, fo the little horn ‘* fhall be 
** broken without hand 5” that is, not fall by the 
hands of man, but perifh by a ftroke from heaven. 
And this agrees perfectly with the former predic- 
tions of the fatal cataltrophe of the Romans. ‘* The 

ftone (that is, the power of Chrift) {mote the 
** image upon his feet of iron and clay, and brake 
“them to pieces.” QDan. ii. 34. “I beheld then, 
“* becaule of the voice of the great words which the 
*“ horn tpake; I beheld even tii the beaft was lain, 


* and his body deftroyed, and given to the burning 


Crap, Sy 


“© flame.” Dan. vii. 11. And again, “ the judgment 
“© fhall fit, and they fhall take-away his dominion 
“* roconfume, and to deftroy it unto the end ;” ver 
“26. All whichimplies that the dominion of the 
Romans fhall finally be deftroyed with fome extra. 
ordinary manifeftations of the Divine power, 


Daniel was much affected with the misfortunes » 
and aiHiGions which were to befall the church and ; 
people of God. ‘* And I Daniel fainted and was 
** fick certain days; afterward I rofe up, and dig* 
“the king’s bufinefs, and was altonifhed at the 
‘* vifion, but none underttood it.” Dan, vill, 29, 
That Daniel was thus affected, can only be afcribed 
to his forefecing that the future diftrefs and mifery 
of the Jews would greatly exceed all they had be. 
fore fuitained. And, indeed, the calamities which 
they fuffered under the Romans were much greater 
than the evils brought on them by Nebuchadnezzar, 
But they expect, and we expect, that, atlength, “ the 
** fan@tuary will be cleanled,”? and that God’s pro- 
mife will, in time, be fully accomplifhed. “ I will 
** return, and will build again the tabernacle of Da- 
“¢ vid, which is fallen down; and I will build again 
** the ruins thereof, and I will fet it up: that the 
“ refidue of men might feek after the Lord, and 
“¢ ali the Gentiles upon whom my name is called, 
*‘faith the Lord, who doeth all thefe things.” 
Ads xv. 16, 17. 


This concern of Daniel, and affection for his reli- 
gion and country, fhow him in a very amiable light, 
and give an additional luftre to his character. But 
not Only in this inftance, but in every other, he ma- 
nifefts the fame public fpiric, and appears no lets 
eminently a patriot than a prophet. Though he was 
torn early from his country, and enjoyed all the ad- 
vantages that he could enjoy from foreign fervice, 
yet there was not any thing that could make him 
forget his native home: and in the next chapter 
(chap. ix.) we fee him pouring out his foul in 
prayer, and moft earneftly anddevoutly fupplicating 
for the pardon and reftoration of his captive nation. 


It is, therefore, agrofs miftake, to think that re- 
ligion will ever extinguifh or abate our love for our 
owncountry. ‘Vhefcriptures, which rather exciteand 
encourage it, exhibit feveral illuftrious examples of 
it, and recommend and enforce this as well as all 
other moral and .focial virtues; and efpecially when 
the interetts of crue religion, and of our country, are 
fo blended and interwoven, that they cannot well be 
feparated the one from the other. ‘This is a double 
incentive to the love of our country; and, with the 
fame zeal that every pious few might fay formerly, 
every honeft Chriftian may fay now, with the royal 
pfalmift, “* O-pray for the peace of ferufalem; they 
*€fhall profper that love thee. Peace be within 
** thy walls, and plenteoufnefs within thy palaces. 
“For my brethren and companion’s fake I will 


_ with thee profperity: Yea, becaufe of the houfe 


** of the Lord our God I will feek to do thee good.” 
Pal. cxxii. 6, &c. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Of the Prophecy of Mofes concerning a Prophet lik: 
unto hinvfelf. 


We. have already given an account of the pro- 
phecies of Moles relative to the Jews, and 
fhall here fubjoin that moft memorable one of the 
great legiflator concerning another prophet to be 
railed like unto himfelf, 


At the time of this predi€tion Mofes was about r- 
to leave his people, and therefore, to give them fome 
comfort, he promifes them another prophet. ‘* The 
‘* Lord thy God (fays he) will raife up unto thee a 
“© prophet from the midit of thee, of thy brethren, 
* like unto me; unto him fhall ye hearken.” Deut. 
xvili. 15. The fame is repeated in the name of God: 
“© T will raife them up a prophet from among their 
“* brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words 
‘into his mouth, and he fhall {peak unto them 2 
*© chac T fhall command him,” ver. 18. It is a 
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wife farther added, in the next verfe, ** And it fhall 
** come to puis, that whofoever will not hearken 
** unto my words which he fhall fpeak in my name, 


** T will require it of you.” 
In order to explain the Pests, of this amazing 


prophecy, as well as to point out the full and ample 
completion of it, is is neceflary to confider three 


things. 
Firft, who the prophet was that is here particu- 
Jarly meant. ty 


: Secondly, that this prophet-refembled Moles in 
a a much greater degree than any other perfon ever 
h did. And, 

Thirdly, that the people have been, and ftill are, 
feverely punifhed for their infidelity and dilobe- 
dience to this prophet predicted by Motes. 


And firft, we fhall confider who the prophet was 
that is here particularly meant. It has been the 
opinion of fou that Jofhua was the perion, be- 
caule he is faid to have been the ** fueceffor of 
‘© Moles in propliccies.”” Ecelel) xivi. i, a\nd as 
the people were commanded to hearken unto this 
prophet, fo they daid unta jofhua, ‘* According as 
‘ewe have leovlencd unto Motes in all chings, fo 
“© will wy hearken unto thee.” Jofhuai. mr. Some 
again have imagined thac the prophet here meant 
was Jeremiah, becaule (fay they) he frequently 
makes ufe of the words of Moles; and s\ba;: binel, 
in his preface to his commentary upon Jeremiah, 
reckons up fourteen particulars wherein they re- 
femble each other, and oblerves, that as Motes pro- 
phefied forty years, to likewile did Jeremiah. 


. 
. Who the 
sprophes was 
“meant by 


Mofes. 





bs ‘There are others again, and thofe by far the much 
greater number, who do not imagine wie proper 
meant to be either Jofhua or Jeremiah, or, indeed, 
any fingle perfon whatever, but a fucceffion of pro- 
phets to be raifed up like unto Motes; becaute (tay 
they) the Jews being prohibited from going after 
. enchanters and diviners, they could not have been ef- 
: fectually fecured trom following them, but by 
me having true prophets of their own, whom they might 
confult upon particular oceafions. 


a But, notwithitandine this difference in opinion 

Mae among thole who have written on the jubject, yet 
the very javourers themlelves of each retpective 
conitruction agree generally in this; that, though 
Jofhua or Jeremiah, or a tucceffion of prophets, 
was priariy intended, yet the main end and ulti- 
mate {cope of the prophecy was the Meffiah; and, 

a indeed, there are many fufficient reaions for under- 
ttanding it of him principally, if not folely, belides 
the preference of a literal and typical “interpre- 
tation, 





eek Towards the conclufion of the book of Deure- 
meant by ronomy, we find the folowing puflage, which evi- 
Mofatike dencly refers to this prophecy, and totally refutes 
ae tim the notion of Jofhua’s being the prophet ike unto 

a Mofes. “* And Jofhua, the fon of Nun, was full 

cs ** of the fpiric or wifdom ;, for Motes had laid his 
“hands upon him; and the children of LJirael 
** hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord com- 
““manded Moies. And there arofe not a prophet 
** fince in Hrael like unto Moles, whom the Lord 
** knew tace to face: In all the figns and the won- 
** ders which the Lord tent him todo, &c.” See 


Deut. xxxiv. 9, &c. 


At what time, or by what hand, this addition was 
made to the facred volume, cannot be certainly 
told; but it muit have been made atter the death of 
Moies. ‘The expreffion, “* there arofe not a prophet 
** fince in Ifrael,”? plainly implies that this addition 
muft have been made fome time after Jofhua fuc- 
ceeded to the government of the people, and con- 
fequently the Jewith church had no conception of a 
parece fucceffion of the prophets to be railed up 

ike unto Mofes. And if we fuppofe this addition 
was made (as it is generally believed to have been) 
by Ezra, after the Babylonith captivity, then it is 
evident, beyond all contradiction, that neither Jere- 












Of the Prophecies of Moses relutive to a Prophet like unto hintfelf. 


miah, or any of the ancient prophets, were efteemed 
like unto Motes. 


Let us confider what are the peculiar marks and 
characters wherein it is daid that none other pro- 
phet had ever refembled Motes. ** There arofe not 
** a prophet fince in HMrael like unto Motes.” And 
which of the prophets ever converled fo frequently 
and familiarly with God? Which of them ever 
wrought fo many and tuch attonifhing miracles ? 
Ic mutt be anfwered, that not any one of all the 
prophets who fucceeded Mofes, was ever equal or 
comparable to him, except the Mefiiah, the greac 
Saviour and Redeemer of mankind. 


Te is undeniably evident, from the declaration 
which God was plealed to make,on occafion of the 
fedition railed by Miriam and Aaron, that there was 
not to be any prophet in the Jewifh church, much 
lefs a fucceffion of prophets, ike unto Mofes. Mi- 
riam and Aaron grew jealous of Motes, and muti- 
nied againit him, faying, ‘¢ Hach the Lord, indeed, 
* fpoken only by Motes ? hath he noc {poken alto 
“by us?” Numb. xii. 2. The controverly, indeed, 
was of fuch importance, that God himielf was 
pleated to interpofe, and putanend toit. If (aid 
“ he) there be a prophet among you, I the ord will 
“make mylelf known unto him in a vifion, and 
“will fveak unto him in a dream. My fervant 
“© Moles is not fo, who is faithful in all mine houfe. 
“Wich him will Lfpeak mouth to mouth, even ap- 
“ parently, and not in dark fpeeches s and the Gimi- 
““Jitude of the Juord thall he behold: wherefore 
“then were ye not aftaid to fpeak againil my ter- 
* vant Moles.” 

_ By this is clearly feen, not only the great dif- 
ference which God was plested to make between 
Motes and other prophets, but likewile in what re- 
pect thac difference lay. C.od revealed himfell unto 
other prophets in dreams id vifions, bac with 
Motes he converted morcopuiy, thatis, ‘ face co 
“face.” Thele were privileges aud prerogatives 
of the moft Singular nature, and which evidently 
diflinguifhed Moles trom ail the other prophets of 
the Jewith difpenfation. And yet there was a pro. 
cau iS a piles wh like unto Moies: but who ever 
relemsbled hin in thofe tupcerior advantages, excep 

the Meffiah ? Gee es 

Itis, moreover, implied, that this prophet fhould 
be a law-viver. * A prophet like unto thee 3° not 
fimply a prophet, but a prophet like unto Moles, 
that is (as Mutebius explains it) a lecond law-giver. 
The reaton, too, thar is afligned for fending this 
propher, will evince that he was to be velted with 
this character. ‘Phe people had requelted that the 
Divine laws might not be delivered to them in fo 
terrible and awful a manner as they were in Lloreb. 
God was pleafed to approve of their requelt, anc 
therefore promifed that he would raile up unto them 
a prophet like unto Mofes, a law-giver, who fhould 
{peak unto them his commands in a familiar and 
gentle way. ‘Uhe prophet, therefore, here meane. 
was to be a law-giver: but there were not any of 
the Jewith prophets law-givers in all the interme- 
diate time between Motes and Chritt. 





If we take a farther view of this matter, we fhall 
find, from the moft indubitable authority, that 
there never was any prophet, and much lefs ‘a fuc- 
ceflion of prophets, whom the Jews efteemed like 
unto Mofes, from his death to the coming of the 
Mefiah. The highett degree of infpiration is 
termed by them Molaical, and they enumerate fe. 
veral particulars, in which ¢ha@t hath the pre-emi- 
nence and advantage above all others. ‘There was 
indeed, in confequence of this prophecy, a feneral 
expectation of fome extraordinary prophet to arife 
which particularly prevailed about the time of Our 
Saviour’s coming on the earth. ‘Che Jews then, as 
well as fince, underftood and a pplied this ‘prophec 
to the Meffiah, the only pEOpHEE whom they wilt 
ever allow to be as great, or Sreater, than Mofes. 


‘When Qur Saviour had fed five thoufand me 
a miracle like that of Moles, who fed He eects 
in the wildernefs, then thofe men faid, “‘ This is of 
atruth that prophet that fhould come into the 
& world? 


a 
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** world.” Jobn vi. 14. St. Peter and St. Stephen 
likewifle direétly apply the prophecy to him, Acts 
iii, 22, 23. vili. 37. and they may very well be julti- 
fied for fo doing; for he fully anfwers all the marks 
and charaélers which are here given of the pro- 
phet like unto Mofes. He had immediate commu- 
nication with the Deity, and-God_fpake to him 
face to face, as he did to Mofes. He performed 
Yigns and wonders as great, or greater, than thofe of 
Moles. ‘I will raile them up a prophet,” faith 
God : and the people glorified God, faying, ** That 
““a great prophet is rifen up among us.” Luke 
viii. 16. “* Twill put my words in his mouth,” faich 
God: and our Saviour faith, “SI have given unto 
“them the words which thou gaveft me.” John 
xviii. 8. ** Fle fhall fpeak unto them all that I fhall 
*“ command him,” faith God: and our Saviour 
faith ‘* I have not fpoken of myfelf; but the Fa- 
“ther which fent me, he gave me a command- 
“ment, what I fhould fay, and what I fhould 
* fpeak. And I know that his commandment is 
“* life everlafting : whatfoever, I {peak, therefore, 
“even as the Kather faid unto me, fo I fpeak,” 
John xii. 49, 50. . 


Having thus clearly pointed out who the pérfon 

was meant in Mofes’s prophecy, we are now to take 

Great like- fomie notice of the great and itriking lHikenefs be- 
nets be tween Motes and Chriit, and how far the latter re- 
ofee dembled the former in more refpeéts than any other 


Mofes and : 
Chritt. perfon ever did. 


We have already given fome inftances wherein 
they refemble each other; namely, of God’s fpeak- 
ing to both face zo face, of both performing /igus 
and wonders, of both being /aw-givers ; and in thete 
yefpeéts none of the ancient prophets were like unto 
Moles. None of them were law-givers ; they only 
interpreted and enforced the laws of Moles. None 
of them pertormed fo many and fuch great won- 
ders. None of them had fuch clear communicati- 
ons with God. They all faw vifions, and dreamed 
dreams. Mofes and Chrift are the only two who 
perfectly refembled each other in thele refpects. But, 
farther to illuttrate this material pare of the pro- 
phecy, we fhall preterve fome very curious obferva- 
tions on the fubje&t made by the Rev. Dr. Jortin, in 
his “* Remarks on Ecclefiattical Hiltory.” 

Obferva. - 


) “¢ Mofes (fays he) fled from his uy to efcape 

tion mee the hands of the kings of Egypt; fo did Chriit when 

ject by Dr. his parents went into Leypt. Afterwards, ‘ che 

Jortin, *© Lord faid to Mofes in Midian, Go, return into 
** eypt; for all the men are dead which fought 
“© chy life,’ Exod. iv. rg. fo the angel of the Lord 
faid to Jofeph, in almott the fame words, “ Arife, 
“and take the young child, and go into the land 
“of Ifrael; for they are dead which fought the 
“young child’s life; Matt. ii. 20. pointing him 
out, as it_ were, for that prophet who fhould arile 
like unto Motes. 


Mofes refufed to be called the fon of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, chufing rather to fuffer afiligtion : Chrift 


retuled to be made king, chufing rather cto fuffer 
affliction. 


Mofes, fays St. Stephen, ** was learned in all the 
* wifdom of the Egyptians ;” and Jofephus fays, 
that he was a very forward and accomplifhed youth, 
and had wifdom and knowledye beyond his years. 
St. Luke oblerves of Chrift, that “* he increafed 
** (betimes) in wifdom and itature, and in favour 
** with God and man;” and his difcourfes in the 
temple with the doctors, when he was but twelve 
years old, were a proof of it. 


Mofes was not only a law-giver, a prophet, and 
a worker of miracles, but a king and a priett : in 
thele offices the refemblance between Mofes and 
Chrift was fingular. . 


Mofes brought darknefs over the land: the fun 
withdrew his light at Chrilt’s crucifixion: and as 
the darknefs which was fpread over Egype was fol- 
lowed by the deflruction of their firti-born, and of 
Pharaoh and his hott, fo the darknelg at Chrifl’s 


death was the forerunner of the deftruction of the 
Jows. 


Of the Prophecies of Mosss relative to a Prophet like unto bimfelf. 


Motes foretold the calamities which would befal} 
that nation ror their difobedience; fo did Chrift, 


The fpiric which was in Mofes was conferred, in 
fome degree, upon the feventy elders, and they pro. 
phefied : Chritt conferred miraculous powers upon 
feventy difciples. 


Mofes was viétorious over powerful kings and 
Great nations; fo was Chrift by the effeéls of his 
religion; and by the fall of thofe who perfecuted 


his church: 


Mofes conquered Amalec by holding up both his 
hands: Chrift overcame his and our enemies when 
his hands were faftened to the crofs. ; 


Mofes interceded for tranfgreffors, and caufed an 
atonement to be made for them, and {topped the 
wrath of God; fo did Chritft. 


Mofes ratified a covenant between God and the 
people by {prinkling them with blood: Chrift with 
his own blood. 


Mofes defired to die for the people, and prayed 
that God would forgive them, or blot hin) out of 
his book : Chritt did more, he died for finners. 


Moles infticuted the paffover, when a lamb was 
facrificed, none of whofe bones were to be broken, 
and whole blood protected the people from deftruc- 
tion: Chriit was the pafchal lamb. 


Mofes lifted up the ferpent, that they who looked 
upon him might be healed of their mortal wounds: 
by properly looking up to Chrift all will be healed, 


All Mofes’s affection towards the people, all his 
cares and toilson their account, were repaid by them 
with ingratitude, murmuring, and rebellion: the 


fame returns the Jews made to Chrift for all his 
benefits. 


Mofes was ill ufed by his own family ; his bro- 
ther and fifter rebelled againft him: there was 4 


ne when Chrift’s own brethren believed not in 
him. 


Mofes had a very wicked and perverfe generation 
committed to his care and condu& ; and, to enable 
him to rule them, miraculous powers were given 
tohim; and he ufed his utmoft endeavour to make 
the people obedient to God, and to fave them from 
ruin; but in vain: in the {pace of forty years they 
all fell in the wildernefs except two. ‘Chrift allo 
was Given to a generation not lefs wicked and per- 
verfe; his inflru€lions and miracles were loit 
upon them, and in about the fame {pace of time, 
after they had rejected him, they were deftroyed. 


Mofes was very meek above all men that were on 
the face of the earth; fo was Chrift. 


‘The people could not enter into the land of pro- 
mile ti] Motes.was dead: by the death of Chrif 
the kingdom of heaven was open to believers. 


In the death of Mofes and Chrift there is alfoa 
refemblance of fome circumftances: Mofes died, 
in one fenfe, for the iniquities of the people : it was 
their rebellion which was the occafion of it, which 
drew down the difpleafure of God upon them and 
upon him: Mofes went up, in the fight of the peo- 
ple, to the top cf mount Nebo, and there he died, 
when he was in perfeét vigour, when “ his ee 
© was not dim, nor his natural force abated.?? Chritt 
fuffered tor che fins of men, and was led up, in the 
prefence of the people, to mount Calvary, where he 
died in the flower of his age, and when he was il 
his full natural ftrength. 


Neither Mofes, or Chrift, as far as we can col 
ic& from facred hiftory, were ever fick, or felt any 
bodily decay or infirmity, which would have ret 
dered them unfit for the toils they underwent: 
their fufferings were of another kind. 


Mofes was buried, and no man knew where his 
body lay: norcould the Jews find rhe body of Cut 
. alti); 


Citar, xy, 


HAP. XV. 


Laftly, as Mofes, a little before his death, pro- 
mifed © another prophet, “ fo Chrift, before his 
death, promifed “ another comforter.” 


Such are the comparifons made by Dr. Jortin re- 
lative to the great refemblance between Motes and 
Chrifts; but the greateit fimilicude confitts in cheir 
both being /aw-givers, which no other prophets 
ever were. They may relfemble each other in many 
other circumitances, anda truitful imagination may 
ftrike upon a likenefs, where, in reality, there is 
not any to be tound. But, as the fame excellent 
writer concludes, ** Is this fimilitude and correl- 
pondence in fo many things between Moles and 
Chritt the effect of mere chance? Let us fearch all 
the records of univerlal hiftory, and fee if we can 
tind a man who was fo like to Moles as Chriit was, 
and fo like to Chritt as Motes was. If we cannot 
find fuch an one, then have we found him of whom 
Moles, in the law, and the prophets, did write, Je- 
Jus of Nazareth the Son of God. 


We come now to confider the laft part of the pro- 
phecy, in doing of which, it will be no very difficult 
matter to prove thac the people have been, and itil 
are, feverely punifhed for their infidelity and ditt 
obedience to this prophet. 


The words in this part of the prophecy are very 
clear and exprefs. ‘© Unto him ye fhall hearken: 
** And it fhall come to pafs, that whofoever will 
not hearken unto my words which he fhall fpeak 
in my name, I will require ic of him.” ‘hat is, 
T will fevercly punith him for it, or, as the Seventy 
franilate it, ‘SL will take vengeance of him.” 


ee 


ir 


This prophecy, as we have clearly proved, evi- 
dently relates to Chritk, God himictf, in a manner, 
applies it to him; for when he was transhigured, 
there came ‘6 a voice outof the cloud, which faid, 
“© This is my beloved Son in whom I] am well 
“© pleafed; hear ye him.” Mat. xvii. s. ‘Uhis ma- 
nifettly alludes to the words of Moles; ** Unto him 
“* ye fhall hearken,’”? and clearly points out that 
Chrift alone was the prophet like unto Mofes. Ihe 
apoflle St. Peter directly applies it to Our Saviour. 
or Mofes truly faid unto the fathers, “ A prophet 
“© fhall the Lord your God raife up unto you, of 
your brethren, like unto me; him fhall ye hear 
inall things whatfoever he fhall fay unto you: 
and it fhall come to pats, thar every foul which 
will noc hear that prophet, fhall be deilroyed trom 
among the people.” Adts iii, 22, 23. 


ee 
“e 
“ 
ce 
oe 


And hath not this terribledenunciation been fully 
executed upon the Jews? Was noc the compleat 
deftruction of that incredulous nation (foon atter 
Chrift had finifhed his minifiry among them, and his 
apoftles had likewile preached in vain! the fulfilling 
of the threat for not hearkening unto him? We 
may be the more certain of this application as Our 
Saviour himfelf noc only denounced the fame de- 
ftruétion, bur alfo foretold the figns, the manner, 
and the circumitances of it with the greatelt exaa- 
nefs, Such, indeed, of thofe Jews who believed 
in his name, by remembering che caution, and fol- 
lowing the advice which he had given them, ef- 
caped from the gencral ruin of their country: but 
the main body either perifhed in their infidelity, or 
were carried captives into other nations; and, by 
perfifting in the fame infidelity, they have ever fince 
been a vagabond, diftrefled, and mifcrable people. 


The wife difpenfations of Providence are in no 
refpect more amply difplayed than in the fulfilment 
of this part of the prophecy. We mult be blind 
not to fee it; and teeing, we cannot but admire and 
adore it. What account can the Jews themfelves 
give of their long captivity, difperfion, and mifery? 
Uheir former captivity, for the punifhment of their 
wickednefs and idolatry, lafted only feventy years; 
but they have lived in their prefent difperfion, even 
though they have not been idolaters, upwards of 
feventeen hundred. : 
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But though they have thus long laboured under 
thefe calamities tor the enormity of their crimes, 
yet it is co be hoped that, upon aproper faith and re- 
pentance, they will, in time, become objects of the 
Divine mercy. We thall therefore conclude with 
the words of the apolile St. Paul; ‘S Our hearts 
** defire and prayer to God for Hrael is, that they 
** may be faved.” Rom. x. 1. 









































CHAP. XV. 


Of the Fecvifh Ritual, or Ceremonial Law. 


N the preceding chapters we have given an ample 

account of the retpective prophecies contained 
in the Old ‘Tettament, the greater part of which 
have been already fulfilled, fome arc ftill fulfilling, 
and, no doubt, the ret will be fulfilled when the 
appointed time fhall arrive. In this chapter we 
fhall take fome notice of the religious laws and ce- 
remonies of the Jews, as allo the means whereby 
they became acquainted with learning and litera- 
ture. 


The conftitution of the Mofaic law confifted of 
three parts; namely, 


1. OF political and judicial laws. 


2. Of moral precepts, fuch as the ten command- 
ments, 


3-, Of rites and ceremonies, fuch as circumcifion, 
facrifices, wafhings, purifications, the ufe of certain 
garments, &c. and divers rites by the priefts in the 
tabernacle. 


We fhall obferve, in general, that the defign of 
thefe ceremonies was to convey religious and mo- 
ral inftructions to the peollcs and the method of 
their recciving thefe inflrudtions was, in many in- 
ftances, by hieroglyphics. ‘UVhus the government 
of the world by Divine Providence, and his ex- 
traordinary interpofition in favour of good men, is 
reprefented by a ladder (tanding on-the earth, and 
reaching to heaven, with the angels afcending and 
defeending on it, to receive and execute orders 
from God above, who ruleth over all. Gen. xxviii. 
12,13. In the {ile of this hieroglyphic Our Lord 
himielf fpeaks: ‘* Hereafter fhall ye fee heaven 
‘* open, and the angels of God afeending and de- 
** {eending upon the Son of Man.” John i. 51. 


The exaltation of Yoftph above the refk of his fa- 
mily, was reprefented ‘by the hieroglyphic of his 
fheaf ftanding upright, and the eleven fheaves of 
his brethren ftanding: round about, and bowing to 
it. As alfoof the fun, and moon, and eleven ftars, 
making obedience to him. Gen. xxxvii. 759+ 


The tribe of Yudab is reprefented by a youn 
lion, Jfachar, by a ftrong afs; Dan, ina pepane 
lurking in the road; Napthadi, by an hind; ‘Yofeph, 
by a fruitful bough; Benjanin, by a ravening wolf. 
Gen. xlix. 9, 14, &c. 


A rod or ftaff, as it ig an inftrument of ftriking 
or beating down, is the hieroglyphic of power ex- 
erted in conquering, punifhing, and ruling. Ifa. x. 
Sy 24. With fuch a rod Mofes and Aaron appeared 
before Pharaoh, as hieroglyphically reprefenting 
the power and authority of God, in whofe name 
they demanded the releafe of the Ifractites. Texod. 
vil. 15. “Thus they appeared as men of learning 
and acted agreeable to the literature of the age in 
which they lived. 5 


A horn reprefented temporal power and dominion. 
1 Sam. ii. 10. Pfalm Ixxix. 24. 


A yoke, fuch as flaves carried upon their fhoul- 
ders, reprefented fervitude or bondage. Gen. xxvii. 
37. 40. 

This 
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This may ferve to explain the nature of hierogly- 
phics, a fort of language to which the Jews were 
accuitomed; being the learning of that age, which 
they could underftand much better than abftract 
realonings about moral truths and duties. 


‘We may therefore, on this account, well admit, 
that the rites and ceremonies of their religious in- 
{titutions were hieroglyphic, and intended, by ex~- 
ternal reprefentations, to give them uleful inftruc- 
tions in true religion and real goodnels. 


If we confult the prophets and apoftles, who 
were well acquainted with their meaning, we fhall 
find fo much evidence of the moral and {piritual in- 
tention of fo many, as may induce us to believe this 
was the fenfe and {pirit of all thereft. 


The Jews were enjoined frequent and various ab- 


lutions, or wafhings with water; the common ule of 


which is to difcharge the body from all dirt and 
filth, and to keep it clean. This was a very ealy 
reprefentation of purity of mind, or of an heart 
purged from filthand fin. In this manner the pro- 
phets underftood it: “© Wath me from mine ini- 
*© quicry.”? Plal. li. 2. ‘* Wath me, and I fhall”? 
be clean; ver. 7. ‘* Wath yourfelves, make your- 
** {elves clean; put away the evil of your doings.” 
Vaiahi. 6. 


Anointing with oil, or ointment, by which the 
head was beautified, and the countenance éxhilira- 
ted, had the fignification of honour, joy, holinefs, 
and infpiration. Pfal. xlv. Adts x. 38. The prieits 
officiated in garments of fine linen; Exod, xxxix. 


cr 


ow 


27. meaning, that the priefts fhould be cloazh 
have their minds adorned with righteoufnefs. oom 


Burning of incenfe, whofe fmoke rifeth y 
with a pleafant fcent, was an hieroglyphic repre. 
fentation of acceptable prayer. Pfal. cxli.2. Luke 
i, 10. 


Circumcifion had relation to the heart and fou] 
or to the retrenching all inordinate affections and in. 
clinations. Lev. xxvi. 41. Rom. ii, 29. 


The fprinkling of blood, and of the water of fe. 
paration, (Numb. xix. 13, 19.) was hieroglyphic 
and hadamoral fignification. See Heb. ix. rg, I, 
rt Pet. i. 2. As had likewile the muzzled mouth of 
the ox; Deut. xxv. 4. compared with 1 Cor, ix. 9, 


10, 1 Tim. v. 17, 18. 


Some perfons have indulged their fancies more 
than they ought, and pretended to have found more 
mytteries in the Hebrew ritual than were really de. 
figned; but thefe inftances, explained by authentic 
evidence, may convince us, that the whole had a 
{piricual meaning; and as we are taught in the Gof. 
pel every thing neceffary to faith and practice in 
the plaineft manner, we need not give ourfelves 
much trouble about difcovering the meaning of the 
other rites, which are not explained by the prophets 
and apoitles. ‘ 


But the affair of facrifice, fo often mentioned in 
the Old Teftament, was a type of Our Bleffed Re- 
deemer, who died tor our fins, and rofe again for 
our juftification. 


End of the IuuusTRATION of the PREDICTIONS of the PRINCIPAL PROPHETS, Ge. 
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BARIM, mentioned in Numbers xxvii. 

12. was along ridge of mountains, that 

reached from the tribe of Reuben into 

the land of Moab, on each fide of the 

river Arnon, of which the mounts Pilgah, Peor, 
and Nebo (where Mofes died) were a part. 

Acra, 2 large fortrefs, buile by Antiochus, du- 
ring the time of his perfecution of the Jews, (related 
in the Maccabees,) out of the ruins he made of Je- 
rufalem, on an eminence of the city of David. “Vhe 
word Acra properly fignifies an eminence, or for- 
trefs, buile on fome ranted ground, which has the 
command of the country round about; and as this 
of Acra ftood higher than that of Simon, it gave 
the garrifon the advantage of annoying all that 
paffed to and from the temple. | After fuflaining 
feveral fortunes and revolutions, it was demolifhed 
by the victorious Simon. 


Apasa, mentioned, inthe Maccabees, as the place 
where Judas Maccabeus pitched his camp, is faid, 
by Jerome, to have been teated in the tribe of 
Ephraim. 


Avimena, a province of ancient Affyria. The 
whole country has been fometimes calted by the 
name of this part of it. 


Anvipa, the name of a fort recorded in the Mac- 
cabees, to be fet up, or built, by Simon, in the re- 
ion of Sephalia, weftward of Llutherpolis, in 


oO 
Judzea. 


ALEXANDRIA, the greateft city in Egypt, was 
buile by Alexander the Great, on the coaft of the 
Egyptian Sea, and in that part of s\frica that is near 
the mouth of the Nile, where it forms a noble {pa- 
cious haven, in formof a creicent. This city, as 
founded by Alexander, bearsthis name, and contains 
his tomb. On his building it, he brought great 
numbers of Jews thither to plane it; and Ptolemy 
Soter, after his death, having fixed the feat of his 
government there, was fo defirous of augmenting 


and adorning it, that, in order to render it the me- 
tropolis of Egypt, he brought thither many of that 
nation for chat purpole, where, having granted them 
tree exercile of their religion, and all che fame privi- 
leges with the Macedonians and other Greeks, they 
foon became a great part of the inhabitants of that 
city. Weare told that Alexandria was almoft en- 
tirely ruined by the Romans, after they had become 
matters of it: but the emperor Adrian not only re- 
paired both the public and privace buildings, and 
reftored co the inhabiiances their former privileges, 
but heaped new favours upon them. In the palace, 
which took up one third of the city, one quarter 
was contecrated to the mutes and fciences, and 
thence called the AFufenm. “Phere were lodged and 
entertained, at the public expence, men of learning, 
divided into Jocicties, or colleges, according to the 
different fciences which they profefted. ‘hey were 
all under one head, named by the emperor, and ho- 
noured with the title of pontiff Among the many 
eminent perlons whom their noble feminary pro- 
duced, we may reckon Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Origen, and Athanafius. Jt was adorned with fuch 
numbers of choice books, as to form the finefl H- 
brary in the world, which underwent many ravages 
and accidents, and was frequently repaired and 
flored with the fame number of books, till at leneth 
it was burnt by the barbarous Saracens, in making 
themicives matters of Alexandria. We have sot 
{pace to enumerate the public cdifices and orna- 
ments oF antiquity. “This city, by the Komans, was 
named Pharos Scbaile, Augulta, Julia, Claudia, 
Demitia, as well as Alexandria; by the natives, 
Racotis: but the Turks now call ic Scanderia, or 
Scanderic; for they abbreviate the naine of Alex- 
ander into that of Scander, and thus they give che 
name Scanderoon to Alexandretca. Its haven, tho? 
not very iufe, is yet much frequented. Bur, how- 
ever magnificent, opulent, &c. this city formerly 
was, itis now reduced, for the molt part, to fuch 
heaps of ruins, (in lome places even higher than the 
houles that are Jeft in it,) and fuch defolation reigns 
through every quarter, that one cannot {tc a fingle 
ftreet entire. Alexandria hath two ports, the oid 
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and the new: into the firft none but Turkihh veffels 
are admitted; the latter receives veffels from Eu- 
rope. Iris, with the reft of Egypr, fubjeét to the 
Grand Seignior, who feems, however, to have a li- 
mited authority, being often obliged to fubmit the 
adminiltration of government to the humours of 
the petty princes of Egypt. | 


Axurexanprion, 2 fortrefs in Judea, built by 
Alexandar Jannzus, from whom it had its name. 
Tc was fituated on an high mountain, at the entrance 
into Judzea, near the town of Corea, which was the 
firft place in Judzea on the Samaritan fide, and upon 
the road to Jericho, onthe frontiers of Judah and 
Benjamin. “Alexandrion was afterwards the bury- 


ing place of the Jewifly kings; fo that, though it, 


was demolifhed by the Romians, it was rebuilt by 
Herod. 


Amatua, acity onthe Jordan, built, probably, 
by Herod, for the benefit of the hot waters for 
which it was famed. 


Antiocn was built by Seleucus; and foon after 
became, and for ages continued to be, the metropo- 
lis of the ealt; for not only the Syrian kings, but af- 
terwards the Roman emperors, chole it forthe ufual 
place of their refidence. It flood on the Orontes, 
(now called the Hafi) the place where that river 
empties itfelf into che Mediterranean, being equally 
diftant from Conftantinople and Alexandria, in 
Egypt. Seleucus called it from his father’s name, 
which was Antiochus. This metropolis of Syria 
was afterwards known by the name of _fetrapelis, 
(i.e. fourfold city,) being divided, as it were, into 
four cities, each of them having its proper wall, be- 
fides the common one which enclofed them all. The 
place where it ftood was verv fubject to earth- 
guakes, by which it greatly fuffered, and was often 
in danger of being overwhelmed. However, it con- 
tinued 6co years, till it was taken and utterly de- 
ftroyed by Bibaris, fultan of gypt. It is now (in 
comparifon) a fmall and contemptible village, 
known by the name of Anthakia, and remarkable 
for nothing but its ruins. There-is one thing well 
worth notice with relation to the walls of this city, 
that, within the thickneis of it, at a certain place, 
there is a {pace left open, and with a gradual and 
imperceptible afeent, by which loaded carts or 
waggons may be drawn from the bottom of the wall 
quite up co the‘caftle, They were flanked with .foo 
iquare towers, ftrongly built, of which there is itill 
a good number left, every one having a cittern in 
the middle of it, quite entire to this day. It is alfo 
famous for giving the name of Chriitians to the 
difciples of Gur Bleffed Saviour, for being the 
birth-place of St. Luke, the Livangelitt; and of 
Theophilus, hence furnamed Antiochenus; and for 
its celebrated bifhop, St. Ignatius the Martyr. 


AntTipatrris, acity built, or rather rebuilt or 
repaired, by Herod, and fo namedin honour of his 
father Antipater, having been formerly called Cap- 
harlalama. Jt does not {tand very far from Jeru- 
falem, inthe road to Crefarea. 


Antonia. | After Simon had deftroyed Mount 
Acra,(before defcribed, he built fortifications round 
the mountain on which the temple tteod, forthe bet- 
ter jecuring and fortifying it againft all future in- 
fults from the heathens, within which he built an 
houfe, and dwelt there all his life-time. This houfe 
feems to be the fame which Fyrcanus afterwards built 
into the caltle Baris, where he, and all his fucceffors 
ofthe Afmonean family, dwelt, and kept theircourt; 
and here Jaid up the pontifical {fole, or facred robes 
of the high-prieft, &c. &c. which continued to be 
done till the time of Licrod, who, on his being made 
king of Judea, having obferved the convenience 
of the place, rebuilt and made it a very {trong 
fortrels. Inttead of Baris, the name it formerly 
bore, he called it Antonia, thereby complimenting 
Marcus Antonius, the triumvir, who then governed 
the eattern provinces of the Roman empire. The 
form of the building was that of a quadrangle, all 
built on every fide, wherein were rooms for all the 


ufes of a palace; and in the middlewas a large area 
for the foldiers to be in; and round it was a ftately 
piazza, or cloifter. There was a turret near the 
middle of the north fide of the great {quare of the 
temple buile remarkably high, that from thence 
might be feen all that was done in the courts within. 
fo that if a tumult fhould arife in any part of the 
temple, it might be obferved, and foldiers tent down 
to quell it, When Jerufalem fell into the hands of 
the Romans, they continued keeping a ftrong gar 
rifon in its and by reafon of its immediate influence 
on the temple, the captain of the garrifon is, in 
{cripture, called the Captain of the Temple. This 
fortrefs was at Jaft mattered and taken by the Ro. 
mans, and deftroyed in the deflagration and total 
deftruction of Jerufalem by Titus and his forces, 


Arania, if we include all thofe countries which Anta 


go under that general name, is of very great ex- 
tent, and has.bcen, from early times, divided into 
three parts, viz. Arabia Felix, or happy, to the 
fouth; fo {tiled from its rich produce, ‘and famous 
for the queen of Sheba, who came to hear the wif- 
dom of Solomon, or whofe kingdom was fituated 
in this fertile country. Arabia Petrea, or rocky ; 
fo called not from its capital Petra, as built on a 
rock, but from the rockinets of the whole divifion, 


‘being full of mountains, among which is Mount 


Sinai, or Horeb, fo famous in sacred {cripture. As 
Arabia Petrea lies to the north of Arabia Felix, fo 
Lill more north, or rather north-eaft, lies the third 
divifion, called, from its natural barrennets, Arabia 
Deterta. Various are the opinions of the learned 
concerning the origin and name of this country, and 
it would rather tend to perplex than entertain to 
fpecify them. As tothe climate, part of Arabia is 
under the hotte{t, viz. the torrid zone. The air on 
the north part is extremely hot during the fix fum- 
mer months, the heavens being feldom or ever 
over-caft with clouds. But on the fouth fide fir is 
much more cues being gualified with refrefh- 
ing dews, which fall almoit every night in grear 
abundance. ‘The diftin€: names of the three Ara- 
bias fufficiently declare the nature of their foil; 
the northern being extremely barren, and encum- 
bered with huge formidable rocks; the other over- 
fpread with vaft mountains of fand. But the fou- 
thern, defervedly ftiled the bappy, is bleffed with 
an excellent foil, and extraordinary fertile in many 
places. It abounds with the rareft and moft va- 
Juable commodities; as alfo with camels, animals 
of fingular ule for carriage, that feem formed by 
nature for this dry and fultry foil, which sometimes 
affords no water for many days travel. The coun- 
try is infefted with what are called frecbooters, a 
{trange {pecies of mortals, fearcely deferving, the 
title of human. They are all of a fwarthy com- 
plexion, of mean ftature, raw-boned, and very fwift. 


“Their voices are effeminate as well as their temper. 


‘Ehey have no fettled habitation, except thofe that 
live on the fea-coaft, where their cities and towns 
are more regularly built and inhabited, as well as 
more given to traffic. Thofe of the inland coun- 
try roam frem place to place, fleep under tents, 
which they pitch at night, where their conveniency 
or fancy leads them. As we have hitherto fhewn the 
worlt fide of their character, we now ought, in juf- 
tice, to fhew the beft; for there are, on the other 
hand, many of them, efpecially fuch as live in towns, 
that apply themfelves to trade and commerce, to 
arts and {ciences, in which they generally excell. 
This is particularly true with regard to the ancient 
Arabians, whofeextraordinary performances, in phy~ 
fic, aftronomy, and mathematics, fhew them to 
have been men of great genius and application. 
They are, to this day, allowed to be very ingenious, 
witty, and generous, great admirers of poetry and 
rhetoric. The language of the three Arabias is 
Arabetk, orcorrupt Arabic, whichis not only ufed 
here, but fpoken, with fome variations of dialect, 
over great partof the eafterncountries. The true 
and ancient Arabic is a kind of diale& from the 
Hebrew, and efteemed, by the learned, very necef- 
fary for underftanding the Old Teftament. © Chrit- 
tianity was firft preached here by St. Paul, and fome 
of his eminent difciples; fo that it had received ue 
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light of the gofpel from the earlieft time. But in | 


many parts it was much clouded, Jong before the 
grand impoftor Mahomet, their countryman, ap- 
peared, and, upon their being fubdued by the Turks, 
they all embraced his religion, as beft fuired their 
depraved inclinations. 


Aram. The name Aram is conftantly in Scrip- 
ture the name of Syria, and the Syrians are called 
Arameans in divers places thereof. Several authors 
agree that the people now called Syrians were an- 
ciently called Arameniansand Arameans. Agreeably 
hereto, the adjoining countries into which the potte- 
ricy of Aram might fpread took his name, with 
fome other additional ones joined to it. : 


Ansena, fo famed in hiftory for the battle fought 
near Guagamela, in its neighbourhood, which laft, 
being butan inconfiderable village, the city Arbela 
was cholen by hiftorians to give name to thar cele- 
brated fight between Darius and Alexander, which 
proved the decifive itroke for the Perfian empire. 
Arbela is by fome placed in Perfia, but with more 
truth in Affyria Propria, or Adiabena. Its plain is 
defcribed as being 15 leagues in extent, watered 
with feveral rivulets, and producing great variety of 
fine fruit-trees; and the eminences where the an- 
cient caitles ftood are covered with ftatcly oaks. 


Armenta. Authors differ concerning the origin 
whence this crack derived its name. It was anciently 
divided into the Greater and Leffler, or Armenia 
Major and Minor. The former was one of the 
ereateft provincesof Afia Minor. The foil of this 
country is very mountainous, yet the hills are here 
and there interfperfed with fruitful and mott beau- 
tiful dales and vallies. All forts of grain are very, 
indifferent; and if they had not the conveniency of 
watering their lands, they would be almolt barren. 
What the country produces is almoft entircly ow- 
ing to painful labour, being either watered actually 
by hand, or by dug trenches, &c. for the fecunda- 
tion of the fields. he cold is fo‘intenfe here, that 
all manner of fruits are more backward than in 
moft of the northern countries. “Vhe hills are co- 
vered with fnow the whole year round, and it fome- 
times falls even in the month of June. The earth 
of this country produces an excellent medicine, viz. 
that which, from the name of this territory, receives 
its own furname Bole Armenic, which was anciently, 
as well as at prefent, found in Armenia, and was 
by Galen firft introduced into medicine, and ufed 
with fuccefs in the time of a terrible plague at Rome. 
We have no fyftem of the laws of the Armenians, 
and fearcely withal to form any particular idea of 
them. As to their religion, we are not fo much at 
a lofs, fora writer of credit affures us, they worfhi 
the fame deities with the Medes and Perfians, which 
will be fpecitied hereafter. We have little or no au- 
thority for their learning and arts. Their language 
was much the fame with that of the Syrians, ac leatt 
they ufed the Syriac characters. The modern Ar- 
menians ufe two languages, the learned and the 
vulgar,: the former (as they fay) having no affinity 
with any other oriental language. Though the mo- 
dern Armenians are now perhaps the greateft traders 
on the earth, yet we find no mention of any com- 
merce carried on by them in ancient times. Shah 
Abbas, king of Perfia, is faid to have been the 
firfl who, confidering the ceconomy and indefati- 
gable induftry of this people, put them upon trade, 
and fettled a colony of them at Julfa, the famous 
fuburb of Ifaphan. This place contains at prefent 
above 30,000 inhabitants, all Armenians and mer- 
chants. In the reign of Ju‘tinian I]. the Saracens 
fubdued Armenia, and held it till the irruption of 
the Turks, who poffeffed themfelves of this coun- 
try, and called it Turcomania; but the eaftern part 
of it is fubject to the Perfians at thisday. Nor was 
the extirpation of the royal race of Armenia abfo- 
lutely effected, for we find it had kings again of its 
own even after fuch conquefts by Saracens, Turks, 


Tartars, &cc. And in our own chronicles we find - 


mention of Leo, king of Armenia, who, in th¢ reign 
of alee II. came into England to fue for and a- 
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gainft the Turks, who had driven hiin from his 
kingdom. . - : 
Armenia Minor may be defcribed as in mott in- 
ftances fimilar to Armenia Major, fo chat it may 
fuffice to oblerve, that, after a variety of revolutions 
through a fucceffion of wras, it was, by Vetpafian, 
made a province of the Roman empire, and fo con- 
tinued till che divifion of the fame, when it became 
fubjeét to che emperors of the eaft; and, on the de- 
cline of their power, it was firit {ubdued by the Per- 
fians, and afterwards by the Turks, who gave it 
the name of Ganech, Sad have held it ever lince. 


Arnon. The brook or torrent of Arnon ran 
along between the countries of the Ammonties and 
Moabites, and difcharged itfelf into the Black Sea. 
The river Arnon is fuppofed to have been the firft 
northern boundary of the Ifraelites on the other fide 
of Jordan. 


Ascaton, in Paleftine, (or the country of the 
Philittines, ) isagreat and noble fea-port tothe north- 
ward of Gaza, and known to us (till by the fame 
name it bears in Scripture, and in the writings of 
the ancient Greeks and Romans, by whom it was 
held in great veneration. This city, as well as 


’ Gaza, is reckoned into the lot or tribe of Judah, 


and was taken by them, but not held. Its fitua- 
tion cannot be difputed, fince it may be faid co ftand 
at this day, and has been often vifited. Afcalon 
was famous amongtt the ancients on many accounts. 
It was the birth-place of Semiramis, the Affyrian 
emprefs. It is noted for the place which originally 
produced the kind of onion called the fhalot, which 
is fuppofed from thence to have derived its name. 
Ie may feem, at firtt fight, to be avery oblique deri- 
vation, tillitis obferved that che Jatin of this plant 
is Afcalonia, whence the French have their ¢/cha- 
lote, which we have curtailed inte Sha/ot. “It is 
alfo famed for its wines, and very remarkable for 
dts great flights of pigeons. With reipeél to the 
remarkables of Afcalon, we mult not torget to men- 
tion the cypreffes, which were here to be admired, 
nor the extraordinary wells attributed to Abraham 
and Ifaac. This city had, in the firft times of Chrif- 
tianity, an epifcopal fee; and, in the courfe of the 
holy wars, it was beautified with a new wall, and 
many fair buildings, by our king Richard I. But 
itis now dwindled alimoft to nothing. ‘Che Turks 
call ic Scalana,; and itis of no note, except for a 
Turkifh garrifon kept in it. 


Asupop, or Azotus, was a city of the Philiftines, 
to the N. E. of Afcalon, and of extraordinary fame 
among the ancients. It ftood in a country which 
produced great plenty of corn. Here wasthe temple 
of Dagon, and here was he peculiarly worfhipped. 
He fceems to have been the grand, the molt ancient, 
and favourite deity they had. To him they ac- 
tributed the invention of bread-corn, or of agri- 
culture, as his very name imports, the word Dagon 
fignifying dread-corn. This Afhdod of the Old 
Teftament is called Azotus in the New, as well as 
in the book of the Maccabees. It lies near the 
fhore, between Gaza and Joppa. In the times that 
Chriftianity flourifhed in thefe parts, it was made 
an epifcopal fee, and continued a fair village ull 
the days of St. Jerome. 


Aspuattiris, Lake of, or the Dead Sea, is called 
alfo the Salt Sea. Much has been faid and fuppofed of 
this famous or (as moit will have it) infamous 
lake, that nothing will fink in it; and that it 
rofe up from the fubmerfion of the vale of Siddim, 
where once, as is moft generally concluded, ftood 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. On this ac- 
count it has been abhorred and detefted, and repre- 
{ented as an everlafting monument of the Divine 
judgment, to deter mankind from the finscommitted 
by thofe who drew down on them fuch fierce ven- 
geance. As to this Jake’s feveral names, it was 
called Afphaltitis from the quantity of bitumen in 
and about it. It was formerly fuppofed that great 
quantities of thiscombultible fubftance were thrown 
up by this fea, and travellers reprefent it as in great 
plenty on the fhores of it. It exaétly refembles 
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Arnon, 


Afealon. 


Athdod, 


The lake of 
Afphaltitis, 


675 


Babel. 


Babylon. 


uc of any in all that country. 


A GEOGRAPHICAL AND Descriptive INpEx. 


pitch, and cannot readily be diftinguifhed from it 
by the fulphureoufnels of its fmell and tafte. It is 
called the Dead Sea, becaufe it produces no fith, 
nor fuftains any thing that has life, through its ex- 
ceffive faline quality. It is called the Salt Sea, as 
being to the higheft degree impregnable with fale, 
infomuch that Galen-fuppofes it, in {pecific gravity, 
to be as much beyond other fea water, as fea water 
is beyond the water of rivers, and that_it was impof- 
fible to immerge in it. The lame phyfician likewife 
obferves, that the faltnefs of the fea is attended with 
an unpleafanc bitternefs. All this agrees well 
enough with what we are told of it at prefent, ex- 
cept that bodies will immerge in it, though not fo 
ecafily as in other. water. This fea, in its prefent 
ftate, is enclofed on the eaft and weft with exceed- 
ing high mountains ; on the north, it has the Plain 
ot Jericho, or (if we take in both fides of the Jor- 
dan) the Great Plain, properly fo called; and on the 
fouth it is open, and extends beyond the reach of 
the eye. ‘ 


B. 


ABEL. The fons of Noah, on their arrival ina, 
plain, in the Jand of Shinaar, began to think of- 
building a city and tower. Their motive to this un- 
dertaking was their apprehenfion of a fecond de- 
luge, and to havea place fufficiently high to fly to. 
But this enterprize being difpleafing to the Al- 
mighty, they were obliged to give over their project 
betore they had finithed it, their language being fo 
confounded that they could not underftand one 
another; from_whence the city took the name of 
Babel, which fignifies confufion, whereupon the dil- 
perfion and planting of nations enfued. 


Baxsyzton. Some hiftorians make queen Semi- 
ramis, and others Belus, the firft founder of this re- 
nowned city. But the frit of thefe feems moft to 
be depended on. Flowever, it is generally agreed, 
that it was vaftly improved, augmented, adorned, 
and made the wonder of the world, by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. The moft famous works were the walls - 
of the city, the temple of Belus, his palace, with 
the gardens, the banks of the river, and the arti- 
ficial lake and canals, made for the draining of that 
river, in the magnificence and expence of which 
works he much exceeded whatever had been done 
by any king before him; and, excepting the walls 
ot China, nothing like ic hath been fince attempted. 
A famous traveller, in his itinerary, which he 
wrote about'the middle of the twelfth century, tells 
us, that he was on the {pot where the city of Baby- 
Jon ftood, and that he faw only fome ruins of Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s palace {till remaining, which no- 
body ventured to vifit by reafon of the many fer- 
pents and i{corpions that infefted the place. Another, 
in the account he gives of his travels from India to 
Italy, tells us, that, in his time, there was fearce any 
thing remaining of this great and famous city, and 
that the place on which it ftood was the leaft fre- 
A third con- 

rms the accounts of the former, obferving, “* thac 
the village of Elugo ftands in the place where for- 
merly Babylon, the metropolis of Chaldea, ftood ; 
that the country is fo dry and barren that it cannot 
be tilled; and fo bare, that he fhould have doubted, 
very much, whether this potent city (which was the 
moit famous and ftately one of the world, Gruated 
in the pleafant and fruicful country of Shinaar) 
dtood in that place, if he had not known it by its fitu- 
ation, and feveral antiquities ftill to be feen in thar 
neighbourhood, particularly the old bridge, which 


was laid over the Euphrates, whereof there were | 


fome arches itill remaining, built of burnt brick, 
and wonderfully ftrong.”? He adds, that, juft be- 
fore the village of Elugo is the hill whereon the 
caftle ftood, and that the ruins of its fortifications 
were ftill to be feen; and further, that, at a fmall 
dittance from the caftle ftood the tower of Babylon, 
but {fo ruinous and full of venomous reptiles, that 
nobody dares come within half a mild of it, except 
in two of the winter months, when the iniegis keep 
within their holes. This thews how fully the pre- 


- been accomplifhed. 


dictions of the prophets, relating to this place, h 
_ It was Brit called deleucaae 

bylonia, or Seleucia in the province of Babylon, to 
diftinguifh ic from feveral other cities in different 
provinces bearing the name Seleucia. Afterwards ir 
was known by the name of Babylonia, and atlength 
by that of Babylon. As Babylon was drained of 
its inhabitants by Seleucia, fo was Seleucia, in-pro. 
cefs of time, by Ctefephon and Almadaya, and thefe 
again by Bagdat. This laft city was frft built in 
the fame place where Seleucia, or new Babylon, ttood, 
which gave rife to the common error, that Bagdat 
ftands on the ruins of old Babylon. . 

With refpeé&t to the Babylonian government, it 
was monarchical and defpotic, their lawsaccordingly 
vague and uncertain, their punifhments unfixed, 
arbitrary, and rigorous to the utmoft. Their reli- 
gion was rank idolatry, and fome at leaft of their 
cuftoms (even religious ones) fhockingly brutal. 


Baxurim. This place is remarkable for two cir- 
cumittances: the firft as the place where Phaltiel, to 
whom Saul had given Michal, the wife of David, tol- 


_ lowed her weeping, when [fhbofheth reftored her to 


her faid firft hufband. The other on account of Shi- 
mei’s behaviour here towards David, when he fied 
from his fon Abfalom. It appears, from the par- 
ticulars mentioned as relative to thefe circum- 
ftances, that Bahurim was near the mount of 
Olives, and confequently not far from Jerufalemto 
the eaft, and firuated within the tribe of Benjamin, 


Baris. Hyrcanus is faid to have built the ftately » 


tower, or rather caftle, of Baris, the fame which 
ferved afterwards for a palace for the Afmonean 
princes, and was fome time after re-built, enlarged, 
and fortified by Herod; It is to be noticed, that 
St. Jerome, in his commentary on thofe facred 

ooks, which were written on the Babylonith capti- 
vity, fuch as thofe of Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, &c. 
obterves the word Baris to be of Chaldee extrac- 
tion, peculiar to Palettine, and to fignify an houfe 
or caftle, enclofed on every fide. 


Brer-suepa. In Gen. xxi. we learn that Abra- 
ham, having entered into a folemn league of friend- 
fhip with Abimelech,; king of the Philiftines, to 
fecure his property ina well he had dug, to guard 
againit the outrage of the Philiftines, who had taken 
fJeveral wells from him before, and to ratify the 
aforefaid alliance, prefented the king with oxen, 
fheep, &c.. Vhen taking feven young fheep, he de- 
fired him to accept of them as.a token that he had 
dug iuch a well, and that he fhould trom thence- 
forth peaceably enjoy it. On this occafion that 
place was called Beer-fheba, or, The Well of the 
Oath, becaufe of the covenant they had fworn there. 
From this Beer, or well, the city, or confiderable 
town, in procefs of time built near it, was called 
Beer-fheba, which was the utmoft bound of the 
Land of Promife on the fouth, as Dan was towards 
the north, whence came the proverb from Dan to 
Beer-fheba. “Chis city was one of thofe that fell to 
the tribe of Simeon, but becaufe Simeon had this 
inheritance in the midtt of the tribe of Judah, there- 
fore Beer-fheba is alfo numbered amongift the cities 
of Judah. 


tits 


Beers, 


Bexus, or the Kav-danah, as it is called at pre- sus 


fent, is a river having its fources about four miles 
to the ealtward of the head of Kifhon, near Acra, 
or Prolemais, in Paleftine.. It is very remarkable 
for its fands, being not only an excellent material 
for the making of glafs, butalfo for-having admi- 
niftered the firft occafion or hint of that fine in- 
vention. 


Beracnau is avalley in the wildernefs of Tekoa, pest 


called the alley of Blefing, or Praife, becaufe of the 
miraculous rout of the Moabites, Ammonites, and 
Fdomites, or inhabitants of mount Seir, who com- 
bined together againft Jehofhaphat. 


BERENICE was a maritime city of Cyrenaica, once Ber! 


an archbifhopric, and one of the five cities from 
which the region had the appellation of Pentapolis, 
fituated 









appa 
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Beruoron, mentioned in feveral places of ferip- Betherea, 


fituated between the promontory Bareum, towards 
the greater Syrtis, and the city Ariinoe to the eait, 
from whence it is called. It had its name from 
queen Berenice, wife of Prolemy I1I. Here were 
the gardens of the Hefperides, fo celebrated by the 
ancients, as alfo the famous facred grove. Vhere 
was another Berenice, in like manner fo named by 
Prolemy, buile alto in honour of his queen: it was 
ficuated near the Arabian Gulph, and is now called 
Suaquen. 


Brrytus, a maritime city of Phoenicia, near 
mount Libanus, was anciently called allo Beroe. 
It had a good port. Aiter having been ruined, it 
was reltored by Auguitus Ca:lar, who made a_co- 
lony of it, which was called Julia Felix, and enjoy- 
ed the Roman rights. Agrippa conduéted two le- 
gions thither, and Herod alfo granted it many fa- 
vours. Though it might be, and really was, in its 
time, famous on divers accounts, yet if was to for 
none more than its being one of thole three cities 
where only the law was publicly taught, ‘the other 
two being Rome and Conttantinople. ‘To prove 
this we may here produce the exprefs declaration of 
Juftinian in thefe words : SS We may command thete 
** three volumes, compoled by us, to be delivered 
“© only in the royal cities, viz. Rome and Conttan- 
** tinople, and the fair city of Berytus, (which may 
** properly be called the nurle of ‘the laws,) as has 
“© been appointed by former princes, and in no other 
** places than thefe, which have merited this privi- 
‘lege from our ancettors.”” ‘Uhele words inform. 
us that Jultinian’s predeceffors fixed the number of 
auditories of law to chree, but we cannot afcertain 
the time when it was by them {o done. It isnowa 
place of trade, and a {lage tor the caravans that go 


to and from Grand Cairo. 


Betruen. In Gen. xxviii. we read that Jacob, in 
his journey to Padan-aram, being overtaken by 
the night, Jay in the open field, with a {tone for his 
pillow. In his fleep he had a dream of a ladder 
reaching from that fpot to heaven, on which angels 
afcended and defcended, whilft the Almighty en- 
couraged him wich a promilfe of being his protector, 
&c. “waking, furprized and attonifhed, he cried 
out, ** Surely God is in this place, and I knew it 
not;” wherefore he gave it the name of Bechel, fig- 
nifying the Hloufe of God. It is plain, theretore, 
that this was the firft time, as well as the occafion, 
that the place had this name, it being added, that it 
was called Luz at the firft, asin former times. This 
fame city was made choice of by Jeroboam for fet- 
ting up oncof his golden calves, whereupon Hotea 
(alluding to the name given it by Jacob) calls ir 
Bethaven, inftead of Bethel; i. ¢. the Houfe of 
Vanity, inftead of the Iloufe of God. Not that it 
was the town Bethaven properly fo called. Bethel 
being within the lot of Ephraim, the fon of Joteph, 
belonged to the kingdom of Hrael, after the ren 
tribes revolted from the houfe of David, and lay in 
the fouthern border of that kingdom, not tar from 
Jerufalem. But ir was taken from the kingdom of 
Urael by Ahijah, king of Judah, and after that ac- 
counted asa part of the kingdom of Judah. Bac- 
chides fortified ic in the time of the Maccabees. 


Berntensm, the city of David of old, is fa- 
mous for being the birth-place not only of that re- 
nowned king, but of Our Blefied Saviour himfelf, 
who, according to the flefh, defcended from him. 
This place was otherwile called Ephrath, or Ephra- 
tah, fometimes Bethlehem Ephrarah, and fometimes 
Bethlehem Judah, to diftinguifh it from another 
Bethlehem, lying in the tribe of Zebulun. It is 
fituated about fix or feven miles from Jerufalem to 
the fouthward, in the way to Hebron. " Bethlehem, 
though now butthinly inhabited, is feated on a plea- 
fant hill, enjoys an excellent air, and, as it has all 
along been much honoured by Chriftians of all na- 
tions, on account of its being the place of Our 
Saviour’s birth, fo at this very day it is vifited by 
pilgrims and travellers. It is furnifhed nor only 
with aconvent of the Latins, but alfo with one of 
the Greeks, and another of the Armenians, the 
two latter being contiguous to the former. 


ture, was ficuated northward of Jerufalem, and be- 
tween that metropolis and Shechem. It is to be 
noted, that there is exprets mention of two Betho- 
rons in the Chronicles, where we are told_that a 
woman of the tribe of Ephraim, by name Sherah, 
buile Betheron the nether and the upper. It is ac- 
cordingly agreed among. writers, that they both lay 
within the bounds of the tribe of Ephraim. But it 
is not agreed in what part of the tribe each lay, tome 
placing Bethoron the upper in the north border of 
the tribe, whilit others place them nearer one to 
another, and both in the fouth border. 
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Berusaiwa. Bethfaida, in Hebrew, imports a y.ineaiga, 


place of ffhing, or ele of hunting; and both fen- 
ies agree well with the fituation of the city; for it 
lay on the lake of Gennefareth, jult ac the influx of 
the river Jordan into the faid Jake, and fo lay very 
convenient for Hfhing. It was conveniently fituated 
tor hunting Hikewile, as lying in the tribe of Naph- 
tali, a country well {tored with deer. It was but a 
village, cil Philip the tetrarch buile it up to the 
bulk and appearance of a magnificent city, rich 
and pepulous, to which he gave alfo the name of 
Julias, out of refpect to Julia, the daughter of 
Cilar. This city flood on the eaitern fhore, and 
therefore is thought, by fome, to have been dilLinégt 
from the Bethfaida of Galilee; but this arifes from 
not confidering that the name of Galilee was ex- 
tended, in its larger acceptation, to the parts lying 
ealk of the fea of Galilee. The woe denounced 
is In fome meafure come upon it, it being reduced. 
again to the {tate of a very poor village, or hardly 
that, confifting long ago of a very few poor cot- 
tages. 


Bernsan is a city belonging to the half tribe of 


Manafféh, on the weft of Jordan, and che fouth 


coalt of the fea of Galilee.” It is called Bethfa by 
the Jews. The Canaanites kept poftefMion of it; 
and it was the moft confiderable city in the Decapo- 
lis after the Hraelites had conquered Paleftine. It 
ftood in the middle of a great plain, near the moun- 
tain of Gilboa. Vhe Greeks gave it the name of 
Scythopolis; and fo it is called in the Maccabees, 
becaufe anciently inhabited by the Scythians, who, 
Bs cording te Herodotus, had, in the reign of Pfamo- 
niticus, king of Eyypr, and Cyanares, king of 
Media, extended their conquefts as far as Syria and 
Paleftine. It is known among the eaftern nations 
by the name of Elbyzon. | 


BetTHusHEMeTH, a town belonging to the tribe of nethme- 


Judah, lay in the north border, not far weft trom 
Ifjath-jearim. 


Berusura, fo called from being fituated onarock 
was a very {trong fortrefs in the time of the Macca- 
bees. It was in the tribe of Judah, and had for- 
merly been fortified by king Rehoboam, being one 
of the keys of Judea, on the fouth fide of Idu- 
mea, ‘Vhat king firft built fome walls, and other 
fortifications to it, to keep the revolted Danites in 
awe; but the Maccabees added fuch new works as 
to render the place impregnable. On the top of 
the hill, where ttood Bethiura, is now the village 
called St. Philip; and though the adjacent parts are 
called a wildernels, yec they {till produce plenty of 
corn, wine, and olives. 


Bezec is mentioned, in Judges, as the place where 
the men of Judah and Simeon made great fNaughter 
of the Canaanites and Perizzites, and where the 
proud and crucl Adonibezec had his refidence. It 
1s again mentioned in fcripture as the place where 
Saul muftered the army wherewith he gave the Arm- 
monites a fignal overthrow. 


BezeTna was the name given, by king Agrippa, 


to a new quarter, which, at immenie charge, he had BC#!* 


built, and would have beautified and fortified, on the 
north fideof the cityof Jerulalem, the name import- 
ing the new city. Heendeavoured to procurethe em- 
peror’s leave for furrounding it with a {trong wall 

which, if he had obtained, it would have rendered 
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the metropolis abfolutely impregnable. But the 
danger of the defign being reprefented to Claudius, 
orders were fent to Agrippa to defift: 


Borrys, now called Patron and Elpatron, ori the 
coattof Phoenicia, was a very ancient town, founded 
by Ithobal, king of Sidon, and firuated near the 

xromontory, called, by the ancients, Peniel, and, 

y modern pilots, Capo Pagro. Under the Chrif- 
tian emperors it became an epifcopal fee; but it 
has fared fo ill fince, that there are tew traces of its 
former ftate remaining, fome ruins of churches and 
monafteries excepted, the reft confifting of a num- 
ber of poor cots, inhabited chiefly by fifhermen, 
{carcely deferving to be called a-village. 


c. 


Ca This city was raifed by Herod, upon 

a certain place by the fea-fide, called Straton’s 
Tower, as being deemed a very commodious track 
of ground for that purpofe. It was compleated at 
an immenfe charge, and was the paragon of elegance 
and magnificence. But the mafter-piece was the 
port, which was made as large as the Pyrazezum, and 
a fafe ftation againit all winds and weathers, not to 
mention other conveniencies. It ftood in Phoenicia, 
upon che pafs into Egypt between Joppa and Dora, 
two fea-ports,; where the fouth-weft wind beats fo 
furioufly, that there is no riding in the harbours 
without being fubjeét to imminentdanger. Flerod 
therefore, to encounter this difficulty, ordered a 
mole to be made in form of a half moon, and large 
enough fora royal navy to ride in. This mole was 
two hundred furlongs in extent: one half was de- 
figned to break the fetting of the fea, and the other 
half tor the foundation of a ftone wall, fortified 
with turrets, calling che largeft of them, the Tower 
of Drufus, from Drufus, the fon-in-law of Au- 
guitus, who died young. In fine, nothing was 
wanting that could contribute to grandeur, jafety, 
or convenience. Ona mount in the midtt ftood a 
temple dedicated to Ceefar, which was of great ufe 
to mariners as a fea mark. In this temple there 
were two ftatues; the one of Rome, the other of 
Ceefar; and from hence the city took its name of 
Ceefarea. Though it is called Ceefarea in the New 
Teftament, yet it is frequently ftiled, by way of 
diitin&tion from others of the fame name, Czefarea 
Palettinz, as being the metropolis of Paleftine, 
and feat of the Roman proconful. Here it was that 
St. Peter converted Cornelius and his kinfmen, the 
firit fruits of the Gentiles. Tere lived Philip the 
apoftle. Here Paul defended himfelf againit the 
Jews and their orator Tertullius ; and here, in the 
amphitheatre, it was that Flerod Antipas was fmit- 
ten by an angel, as appears from the Acts of the 
Apottles. As for the times after the New Tetta- 
ment, here was born Eufebius, the learned hifto- 
rian and chronologer, who was bifhop of this city 
in the beginning of the fourth century, and in the 
reign of Conftantine the Great, to whom he made 
a celebrated oration, It was fituated between Pro- 
Jemais to the north, and Joppa to the fouth, and 
was about twenty-fix miles to the weftward of Je- 
rufalem. * It was of old inhabited partly by Jews, 
and partly by idolatrous Greeks, who were perpe- 
tually at daggers drawing againft each other, and 
ever hatching fome new fedition, till Vefpafian took 
it, and put a Roman colony into it, 


Czsarta Puirirpr was formerly, by heathen 
writers, called Paneas, the place where the Jordan 
had its fpring head, which Philip, the brother of 
Antipas, (Herod) having greatly enlarged and beau-. 
tified, called it by this new name atter his own. 


Cana of Galilee (fo called to diftinguifh it from 
Cana, belonging to the tribe of Afher, lying not 
far from Sidon) mentioned John ii. 1. lay within 
the tribe of Zebulon, not far from Nazareth. It 
was the native, or, at leaft, dwelling-place of Na- 
thaniel, otherwite called Bartholomew; for the 
Evangelitt John expretsly tttles him Wathantel of 
Cana of Galilee. 


Canaan has been fucceflively known by feveral cis 
names, as the Land of Hrael, the Land of Gog 
the Holy Land, and fimply the Land; alfo Judea? 
Paleftine, Syria Paleftine, Syria, Coelo-Syria, Idn? 
mea, and Phoenicia. Ic was called the Land of the 
Hebrews, and fometimes the Land of the Jews, it 
was called the Land of God, as given by him to 
the pofterity of Abraham, and the place of his more 
efpecial choice. It was called the Holy Land, Grit 
by the Jews, as folely appropriated to the fervice of 
God under their difpenfation, and, fecondly, by 
Chriftians, as it was the icene of what was wrought 
for theirs and the world’s falvation. Whence came 
its appellation of Judea is feemingly plain: Judah, 
being chief of the tribes, communicated its name 
to the reft; and the kindom of Judah ftanding after 
the diffolution of that of Ifrael, may have given 
farther ground for the extenfive and general ufe of 
this name. It was called Paleftine, as being a 
part of that track very early fo denominated, 
Though this name properly belonged to no more 
than what is commonly called the Pentapolis of the 
Philiftines, it had the fortune to fpread itself over { 
almoft all the neighbouring regions. 


CapERNAUM was a city, fituated on an eminence 
by the lake of Genefaretn. It took its name from an 
adjoining fpring, of great repute for its chryftaline 
flowing waters, which was called, by thenatives, the 
Fountain of Capernaum. As the excellence of this 
fountain was probably one inducement co build the 
town, fo there feems to have been another motive 
for chufing the. firuation, viz. its convenience for 
aon place from Galilee to the other fide of 
the fea. 


apy 


Carmer (Mount) on the weft coaft of the Holy 
Land, at the fouth-eaft end of the tribe of Ather, 
ten miles from Acra, or Ptolemais, is the moft re- 
markable head of jand on all the coaft. This name 
Carmel, we are told, was common both to a town 
and a mountain. 

¢ te 

Cuareis, capital of the ifland of Chalcis in Ju- 
dea, ftood on the narrowett part of the Euripus, 
being joined to Boeotia by a bridge, which Gruation 
agrees with that of the prefent city of Negropont. 
It was celebrated by all the ancients, as a moft mag- 
nificent, populous, and wealthy city. 





Che 

Crarran, mentioned in Gen. xi. and there called 
Haran, in memory, as it is aid, of Haran, thefon of 
Verah, brother ot Abraham, and father of Let, 
was fituated in the wett or north-weft part of Me- 
fopotamia, on a river;which runs into the Euphra- 
tes. It was, with little alteration, called Carra by 
the Romans. 

Cire 

Cittum, anciently a town in Cyprus, was the 
birth-place of Zeno, the famous ftoic. 
: Ces 

Corto-Syria. Ancient geographers differ as to 
the bounds of what is meant by Coelo Syria; but 
the preference is given to Strabo, who tells us, that 
Coclo-Syria was between Libanus and Anti-Li- 
banus, which, however the name may be excended, 
was undoubtedly the proper Coelo-Syria. The prin- 
cipal cities are Heliopolis, (now Balbeck,) and Da- 
matcus, (now Shain 


Comacena, the third divifion of Syria Propria, 
was fo called trom its capital, long fince deftroyeds 
after which it was, by the Romans, called Euphra- 
tenfis, from its fituation near the Euphrates. It was 
bounded on the north by Cilicia and the Leffer At- 
menia, on the weft by part of Cilicia, on the fouth 
by Coelo-Syria, and on the eaft by the Euphrates. 
The principal cities in this province were Samo 
fata, (now Scempfat,) Germanicia, Catamana, Debi, 
Doliche, Chaonia, and Chelinadura; of the greatel 
part of which little elfe is left bur the names, an! 
here and there fome ruins of monuments, by whic 
one may know where they ftood. , 


CopTos 
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Corvros, an ancient city of Thebais, having been 
the chief relidence of the native Egyptians for many 
ages, fince their country has been ftubje&ted toa fo- 
reign power, and whence they received their pre- 
fent name of Copts. It was ruined by Dioclefian. 


Cyprus ifland was anciently known by various 
names. Ie was called Acamis, from one of its pro- 
montories; AAmathus, Paphios, and Salanfinia, from 
three of its ancient cities; Macaria, from the fruic- 
fulnefs of iss foil; Afrota, from its copper mines 3 
Collinia, from its mzny hills; Sphecies, trom its an- 
cient inhabitants the Spheces; and Cerattis, from 
the many promontorics, which, like fo many horns, 
(as the Greek word intimates,) fhoot into the fea. 
Cyprus was, by ancient geographers, divided into 
tour diflricts, denominated from the chief cities of 
each; befides which cities, and other lefs ones, here 
were no fewer than Soo villages. The honey of 
this land was much commended ; as alo the wine, 
oil, wool, and, above all, the copper. [rt was firit 
ditcovercd by the Phacnicians, about ewo or three 
generations, according to Sir Haac Newton’s com- 


putation, before Afterius and Minor, kings of . 


Crete; i. €. 1600 years before Chrift. It was fo 
overgrown with wood that it could not be tilled ; 


‘and they firft cucit down for the melting of copper ; 


and afterwards, when they began to fail, without 
fear, on the Mediterranean, (loon after the Trojan 
war,) chey ufed to build fhips, even great navies. 
‘They gave every man leave to cut down what trees 
he pleated, and poflefs all the cleared ground. In 
time, other nations, invited by the fertilicy of the 
foil, came and fettled here. “The government was, 
without doubt, monarchical. It was governed by 
no lets than nine kings, when Cyrus the Great, by 
his Neutenants, firft conquered it. It atterwards 
became fubjeét to the Prolemies of Egypt: from 
them it paffed to the Romans; and thence to the 
Conttanctinopolitan emperors. Irwasnext conquered 
by our king Richard, A. D. 1194, in his way tothe 
Holy Land, and the royalty of 12 given by him to 
Guy of Lulignan, then titular king of Jerulalem, 
whole pollerity reigned in it during feventeen gene- 
rations. ‘Ihe Venetians, on failure of thar male 
line, feized ic in 1480, and held it till 1570, when 
Solyman II. claiming it as lord of Egypt, laid fiege 
to Famagulta, the flrongeft place in it. The Ve- 
netians defended it with uncommon bravery, but, 
for want of timely affiftance, were forced to furren- 
der, tho’ on honourable terms. ‘Uhe rett were foon 
fubdued, and have groaned under the Turkith yoke 
ever fince. The dukes of Savoy claim the ttle of 
king of Cyprus, as defcended from Lewis, fecond 
hufband of Charlotte, grand-daughter of James, 
the 13th king in defcent from Guy aforefaid, who 
had been put cur by James, her hufband’s brother. 
But, co {peak of this tfland now in its modern flate, 
ic is by tar the largeft of all thofe of Afia Minor, 
lics near the bottom of the Mediterranean, and ex- 
tends along the fouth coatl of Cilicia, from eat to 
weft, about 170 or 200 miles. The country was 
once very fruitful, as above hinted, though the 
climate is not very temperate, being exceffive hot 
and fulery in fummer, infomuch that it fometimes 
dries up all the iprings ; for there are no {prings or 
rivers, but what rains produce, which happening 
to fail thirty years fucceffively, during the reign of 
Conftantine the Great, the inhabitants were obliged 
to abandon the ifland tor fome time. Ir is likewife 
much intetted with locufts, which hover in the air 
like clouds, during the hot feafon, and fometimes 
devour all their corn and fruit, but are often driven 
into the fea by the winds. On _thefe accounts, as 
well as the feverity of the Turkith government, the 
country is thinly peopled, and indifferently culti- 
vated, in molt parts. Yet, near the cities, ic not 
only produces every thing neceflary and delightful, 
butieems to enjoy a perpetual fpring. Here is very 
good hunting, and a great variety of game. ‘The 
chief manufactures are cotton and wool, which are 
the beit in all che eait. They have likewife filk, 
but not fo good in proportion. They had formerly 
Great quantities of fugar, till one of their bafhaws 
burnt up all the canes. The inhabitants have been 
always Race for an exceffive diffolutenefs of 
O. 57. 







manners. Che men are accounted warlike, robuft, 
active, and holpitable. Tere we mutt note, when 
Solyman reduced the ifland, he murdered, or carried 

off, all the nobility and gentry, and left none but the 
meaner fort to continue in ir, and chefe are moltly 

Greeks, clad after the Italian manner, but retain- 

ing their old cuftoms and religion. Jews are inter- 

dicted the ifland, on account of an attempt they 

made on it in Vrajan’s reign, in which they mali- 

cred_ 250,000 of the inhabitants. Cyprus has no 

confiderable rivers: and the moit noted mountain 

is that called Olympus. Jlere is a pretty brifk 

trade between the merchants of Europe and Afia; 

and feveral L}uropean nations have their contuls 

and factors in the ifland. 


Cyrene, now Caioran, or Corene, the metropolis 


of Cyrenaica, flood at fome diftance from the dea, Cyrene. 


on afpotin figure reprefenting a table. It was large 
and populous, abounding with all the elegancies as 
well as neceflaries of lite. Its territories produced. 
vialt numbers of excellent hories, which probably 
made the Cyrenians, whether Lybians or Greeks, 
apply themfelves to the ttudy and practice of every 
thing relating to thofe animals, more than mott 
nations. Cyrene derived its name from the foun- 
tain Cyre, near which it was ficuated. Aritippus, 
founder of the feét of Cyrenaics, Iratotthanes, the 
geographer, and Carneades, the philofopher, were 
all natives of Cyrene; as was Simon, mentioned 
by St. Luke. 


Cyrunian Jews. Ptolemy, immediate fucceffor 


aD 


of Alexander the Great, as king of Mgypt, with a cyrenian 


powerful army, laid liege to Jerufalem in the year Jews. 


of the world 3687, before Chrift 317, when the Jews, 
out of a fupertlitious fear of breaking the fabbath, 
fuflered the city to be taken by ftorm on chat day 
without refittance, and 100,c000f them were by him 
carried away captives into Igype. But reflecting 
foon on their known loyalty to their former con- 
querors, and the facred regard they paid to their 
oaths, and he, by taking this city, becoming matter 
of Judea and Samaria, committed the keeping of 
feveral garrilons, both here and in Egypt, to them; 
and having made them {wear allegiance, he endowed. 
them with the fame privileges they had enjoyed un- 
der the Macedonians. Of thofe whom he carried 
away, he chofe about 30,000 of the ftoutefl to Al 
his garrifons: the reft he fent, fome to affift them 
with provifions, others into Lybia and Cyrene juft 
fpoken of, of which he had made congueft, and 
added it to Egypt, four years before. From thefe 
latter were defcended the Cyrenian Jews, among: 
whom was Jafon, author of the hiflory of the Mac- 
cabees, in hve books, now loft, but of which the 
fecond book of the Maccabecs is an epitome. (See 
2 Mace. ii. 23.) Of the fume country were hole 
Cyrenian Jews mentioned in the Acts. This fewifh 
colony grew in time fo numerous, as to have 1000 
of them put to death, for one mutiny, in the time of 
Vefpafian,; and yet, in a fucceeding reign, they 
proved ftrong enough to mafter the whole province, 
and maffacre 200,000 inhabitants of other nations. 
Their rage and fury, in fhort, were boundlefs, fo 
that, through this and other maffacres, Cyrenaica 
was next to quite difpeopled. 


dD. 
AGON,. Temple of, fee Gaza; and, for a 


defcription of his image, fee Af/bdod. Dagon, 


Damascus is the capital of the fouth part of Sy- 


ria. Teis the moft remarkable place for untiquity Pemafur. 


now in the whole world, being generally agreed to 
have been built by Uz, fonof Aram, and grandion 
of Shem, the fon of Noah ; and was the birth-place 
of Isliezer, the fteward of Abraham. {tr is famous 
in {cripture, for being the refidence of the k:: BS of 
Syria 3co years ; till Liglath-pilefer, k.og of Affy- 
ria, New Rezin, the lait king ot Syria, and added 
his dominions to his own new empire; in confe- 
quence of which, the Syrian kingdom pafied to the 
$I Perfian 


Damiata, 
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Perfian and to the Grecian, till the Saracens con- 
quered it, and made this city their royal refidence. 
In this ftate it continued till Bagdat was built, at 
which time it was very ftrong and flourifhing. It 
became afterwards a feparate kingdom, under the 
princes of the Selzuccian family, tor near 20 years, 
which ended by the reduction of the city, and death 
of its laft prince, by Halaon, the Tartar. Its He- 
‘brew name was Damefech; and the Turks now call 
it Schan, or Scan. It is fituated in a tertile plain, 
encompaffed with hills, and upon the celebrated 
river Chryforroa, (i. ¢. golden flream,) called, by the 
Syrians, Pharpar, and which enriches the city and 
its country with all kinds of plenty and _pleafure. 
‘The emperor Julian ftiled it the City of Jupiter, 
the Eye of the Fait, and added, that it excelled all 
others in the magnificence of its temples, tempera- 
ture of its feafons, excellent fountains, number of 
{prings, and fruitfulnefs of foil. Its territory pro- 
duces the beft corn, wine, and fruits, all the year, 
which renders the place exceeding rich and delight- 
ful. The city is of an oblong form, flender to- 
wards the middle, and bulges out at both ends, ef- 
pecially that to the north-eaft. It is computed to 
be about two miles in length; and is fo thick befer 
with towers, domes, fine gardens, fummer-houfes, 
turrets, &c. that it yields a moft noble profpect, 
and, from the adjacent hills, looks like a ftately 
city in a wood, enriched with moft delightful and 
conftunt verdure, occafioned by the vatt quantity 
of water with which the river Barrady fupplies both 
town and country. The public buildings bear a 
much better outfide than the private. The chief of 
all is the great mofque, formerly a Chriftian church, 
built by the emperor Heraclius, in honour of Za- 
chariah, father of John Baptift, faid to be buried in 
it. This mofque is reckoned one of the moft ftately 
in al! Turkey, into which it is death for any but a 
Muffulman to enter. The city has feparate wards 
for every trade, and thefe are fhut up every night 
by gates, and by a {tout iron chain by day, to keep 
off ealts of burthen. In particular here are not 
lefs than 20,000 perfons employed in making fcy- 
meters, fword blades, knives, and other cutlery 
work, bridles, and divers other things in iron and 
fteel, all which are in great repute for the fine tem- 
per which the Barrady water gives thofe metals. 
On one fide of the city lies chat which they call the 
Meidan, or the Green, (ger Daimafcenus,) which is 
a ipacious grafs field, encompaffed with gardens, 
through which runs a branch of the Barrady. On 
the fide of this green is a fpacious noble hofpital for 
pilgrims of all religions. The building is fur- 
rounded with cloifters, adorned with {mall cupolas, 
and a great number of chambers for {trangers, who 
are maintained at the charge of the grand feignior. 
There is likewife another cloifter tor the mainte- 
nance of poor fcholars, with a mofque, and hand- 
fome gardens. On another fide is a large houfe, 
where they bake bifcuits for thofe pilgrims who 
travel to Mecca, and of which the fultan’ allows 
them 200 camels load, and the like quantity of 
water. Almoft in the heart of the city is an high 
caftle, of an oval fhape, moftly of fquarc ftone, 
and flanked with fourteen fquare towers, in which 
are fome cannon. WHere are 1500 janiflaries con- 
ftantly ; 500 to guard the city, 500 to elcort the 
caravan to Mecca, and s00 to attend the grand 
fcignior when he goes to Bagdat. The city is go- 
verned by a beglerberg, who has ten fangiacs un- 
der him, befides agas, cadis, and other officers. 
Damiaicus is the feat of a Greek patriarch, trant- 
lated hither from Antioch. It was the birth-place 
of the celebrated and efteemed St. John, thence 
furnamed Damatcus. <All forts of Chriftians are 
allowed churches and their particular ceremonies 
here. Jews are in great numbers, and have ftately 
jynagogues. Other fects make but little figure. 


Damiata, or Dumiatra, in Lower Egypt, is 
fituated on one of the eaft branches of the Nile. 
This branch, and that called the Pelufiac, or ut- 
moit caftern, form a kind of fmall triangular 
ifland, on the welt anale of which this city is fitu- 
ate. [ris one of the molt confiderable for trade in 
the whole territory abeut it, and the molt fertile in 


all Egypt. It is reckoned one of the keys of 
Egypt, is large, though now ill built, and conrains 
about 25,000 inhabitants. It fel}, with the ref of 
Egypt, under the yoke of the Saracens, who held 
ie tl 1218, when che crufaders laid fiege to ir, and 
took it the next year; but had fearce held jr three 
years, when thofe infidels, letting out the water 
about them, forced them to abandon it. TLewis 

(furnamed Saint,) king of France, regained it in the 
year 1249, but having been taken prifoner about a 
year after, was forced to reftore it for his ranton, 
‘The Saracens, it is faid, then burnt it, chat ir might 
no more be fuch a bone of contention. It toon ye. 
covered, and is now a place of great trade, and the 
{eat of an archbifhop, under the patriarch of Alex. 
andria. Copts and Greeks here fettled have each a 
church, and free exercife of religion. The town is 
under the government of an aga, cadi, and fub- 
bachi, all appointed by the bafhaw of the province 
who exaéts part of their income. The iahabitancts 
are feverally employed in manufactures, particn- 
larly of fine linen cloth of all colours. But they fo 
abhor ftrangers, efpecially Europeans, on accounr 
of the crufades, (the chief {cence of which in Egype 
was hereabout,) that they can fearce let them pats 
along without infult. Some have confounded Da- 
miata with Old Pelufium, or fuppoled ic to have 
been reared from its ruins; but this error has been 
fully refuted. 


Dany, the Tribe of, had their portion of the Land paw 
of Promife thus ftuate; the Philiftines and Judah 
onthe foucth, Benjamineatt; Ephraim, and the halt 
tribe of Manaffeh, north; and the Mediterranean 
welt. This diftriét is plain and level, but not lo 
fruicful as chat of the faid half tribe, having, in mott 
parts, lefs depth of foil, and bordering on the tea 
coaft in a range of mountains. 


Dan, City of, hath the faid name given it in Ge- Da? 
nefis and Deuteronomy. It was called alo Laith. 
It was firuated at the head of the Jordan, and was 
utually accounted the utmott north border of the 
Land of Hiracl, as Beer-theba was of the fouth; 
whence, as before obferved, the expreffion, * From 
Dan to Beer-fheba,” to denote the whole fength of 
the Holy Land from north to fouth. Here it was 
that Jeroboam placed one of his golden calves. 
By Gentile writers it was called Paneas, from the 
adjoining {pring Pancum, or Panion. This Dan, 
with its territory, was given, by Auguftus, to He- 
rod the Great, who lett ivto Philip, his youngelt 
fon, together with the tetrarchy of Iturea and T'ra- 
chonitis, to. which it adjoined, and he repairing 
and beautifying it, made it his capital, or at tealt 
his refidence, giving it the name of Crefarea Phi- 
lippi, or the Cafarea of Philip, to ingratiate him- 
felf with Tiberius Ceefar, and to diftinguilh it from 
another place of the fame name. 


Darune, near Antioch, Yo the account already p= 
given of Antioch, we may add, that Caetar Gallus 
having, outof zeal to Chriftianity, caused a Chril- 
tian church to be built there, the Daphnian Oracle 
immediately ceated. ‘Vhere were feveral places of 
this name befides the foregoing, viz. a town of 
Egypt, near Pelufiams; aniflandof Ethiopia, alfo 
aimall region of Thefialy, through which flowed 
the river Paneus. 


Daruema is the name of that fortrefs in the land 
of Gilead, mentioned in the firft book of the Mac- 
cabees. : 


Decapos.is was a canton in Paleftine, fo called 
from its (Deca) ten cities, Gruate fome on one, and 
tome on the other, fide Jordan, the capital of which 
i Scythopolis. It was moftly inhabited by Gen- 
tiles. 


Detpuos, or Delphi, was the chief city of an- 
cient Phocis, famous forthe templeof Apolo, whole 
oracle was reforted to by all fromall parts of Europe, 
Afla, and Africa. Delphos, among feveral other 
cities of Greece and Peloponeflus, contended for be- 
ing fituate in the very middle of the world. Ic had 
fo convenicntan harbour, and was foexcellently well 

fituated, 
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fituated, (being rather in the heart of Greece than 
of the world, that it became, in time, a feffions town, 
of all the Greemn flates. Here fac the court of 
the Amphictyones, choten out of the prime cities 
of Greece, and jo called from Amphidtyon, frit 
founder or this high court. “Vhe time of their al- 
fembling was in fpring and autumn. Cautes‘of all 
kinds were brought before them, from all parts of 
Grecia; and thei fentence was deemed delinitive. 
Mencion of them is trequently made in hiltory. 
Confidering, therefore, the great concourle which 
this court, the eracle, and the games celebrated in 
honour of Apollo, brought into the city, we need not 
wonder at its being ene of the mott opulent of all 
Greece. As an initance of which, it may be no- 
ticed, that che gold and filver of which the temple 
was delpoiled, ‘the sth year of the 105th Olympiad, ) 
on occation of the Grecian holy war, as it was called, 
amounted to 10,000 talents; i.¢. above, 1,000,cc0l. 
inglifh money. Delphos was fituate in ancient 
wachaia, now Livadia, in ‘Vurky in Kurope, on the 
fouth fide of Mount Parnailus, where the town of 
Cattri now ttands. ‘his modern town does not con- 
{itt of above 200 houles, and thole very ill buile. 
de ftands between Salona and Livadia, about ten 
miles from the latter. “Fhe number of ‘lurks are 
very infignificant, though they have a moique. 
Lhe Greeks have five or fix churches, and are 
deemed a very good people, though poor. The lit- 
de trade they have, confifts in cotton and tobacco. 
‘Tneir wine is'exceeding good. 


Derra, or the Lower F.gypt, reaching from LIep- 
tanoimis to the Mediterranean Sea, concained not only 
that part which is compatied by the arms of the Nile, 
and, from its triangular igure, named Delta, butallo 
Mazeotis and Alexandria, with ics dependencies, to 
the weft, and Cafiotis, with fome other territories 
towards Arabia, to the eaft. “Vhere are various opi- 
nions and conjectures concerning the ancient ftate 
of this pare of the world, but it is now acknow- 
ledged to be the mott fertile and beft cultivated 
Jand in the whole kingdom of Egypt, containing 
above 360 villages, and yielding grapes and other 
fruits in abundance; and iz fails not bearing even 
in thole years when the Nile, not rifling to its ufual 
height, occafions a fearcity in other parts. 


Diosro.is was anciently acity in the Leffler The- 
bais, in Isgypt. Phere was another town of this name 
in Paletline, vulgarly called Rhama, which Gallus, 
the Roman general, deftroyed at the fame time, and 
tor the fame caufe, as he did fome other adjacent 
places, viz. the frequent revolt of the Jews. 


Dora, or Dor, was a maritime town, and con. 
fiderable city, ftrongly fituate ncar Mount Carmel, 
on the Mediterranean Sea, whence it gave name to 
the country abouc it. Jt was given to the half tribe 
of Manafich on this fide (i.e. the welt fide) of 
Jordan. jerome oblerves, that ic lay nine miles 
trom Tyre, and was gone quite to decay in his time, 
fo as to be uninhabited. 


Doruan, mentioned in Gen. xxxvil. was feated 
about twelve miles co the northward of Samaria. 
In the neighbourhood of it Jofeph was fold, by his 
brethren, to the Ifhmaelites. 


E. 


Coatana. As there are now no monuments re- 

maining either of the magnificent maufoleumal- 
cribed to Daniel, or the proud palace where the mo- 
narchs of Afia went to pafs the fummer, there is 
Great difagreement, among our modern travellers, 
about the place where this ftately merropolis ftood. 
It is the opinion of many writers, that Tauris is the 
fame with the ancient and famous Ecbatana. Our 
author affures us, that the palace built by Daniel was 
entire in his time; but, at prefent, not even the ruins 
of any magnificent building are to be feen either at 
‘Yauris, or in that neighbourhood; for, in all the 
ruins there, the materials are only earth, brick, and | 


pebbles, which, in ancient times, were never ufed in 
Media tor building of palaces. 


osarana, a town in Syria, is remarkable for the 
deathof Cambytes, king of Pertia, there. ‘This Cam- 
byfes, fon of Cyrus, is the Ahafuerus of our bible. 
While he was in F}.gypr, having confulted the oracle 
of Butusin that country, he was told that he fhould 
dieatlicbatana, which he underitanding of Hcbatana 
in Media, relolved to preferve his lite by never go- 
ing thither: bur what he choughe to avoid in Media, 
he found in Syria; for the town where he lay fick 
of his mortal wound was of the fame name, being 
alio called [cbarana. 


Enon. When the ancient kingdom of Edom 
was in its meridian,tit was fuppoted to have been 
bounded on the north by Canaan, and the lake AdZ 
phaltitis; on the ealt by Midian; on the touth by the 
Arabian Gulph, or Red Sea; and on the weik by 
Amelckitis. ‘This crack is very mountainous, and 
great part of it defert. It has tew or no itreams, 
but latent fprings of water for the ule of the inha- 
bitants, who know where to find them. Corn and 
wine, nevertheleis, {teem to have been anciently in 
fome degree of plenty amongit them. So chat Léfiu 
(thacis, the polterity of tau, or lSdom) may an- 
ciently have enjoyed the ‘S fatnefs of the earth,” 
according to his father’s prophetic bleffing, Gen. 
xxvii. 39. though by modern travelers this coun- 
try is deemed rather an unfertilefpot. Aimalekitis is 
by fome reckoned to have been a part or province 
of dom, he cities, and moft remarkable places, 
of Kdom, were, “Peman, Dedan, Bozrah, lath, 
Mount Hor, and the Valley of Salt. Now, though 
the name of this kingdom is frequently rendered 
Idumea, for Ldomea, (as in our verfion of the 
bible,) yet, when that name occurs in prophane and 
more modern writers, it mult not be underftood of 
the ancient Mdom, which, lofing its old name, was 
comprehended under the general appellation of 
Arabia Petrea, and the Vhird Paleftine. ‘Vhe fouth 
part of Canaan came to be called Idumea, and the 
whole nation of the Jews fometimes Idumeans. 
Thefe people were at firit ruled by patriarchs, or 
heads of families; and after that by kings, who 
were elected into the regal office. This cleclive 
kingdom was, fome how or other, interrupted and 
diffolved, and the ancient form took place again, 
till, perceiving the imperfeétions of this kind of 
adminiftration, they coalefced under one king, there- 
by to be the better enabled to wichfland an invafion 
from the Hraclites when they came out of Egypet. 
It was governed after by Mdomitifh kings quite 
down to the days of king David, who conquered 
the country: from which time they were kept un- 
der fubjeétion to the kings of Judah, though al- 
ways impatient under the yoke, and only waiting 
for a favourable opportunity of fhaking ic off. 
They were a bold and daring people, fond of 
broils and tumults, which they as much delighted 
in as others in the foftening pleafures of luxury. 
Concerning their religion we are much in the dark. 
At firft they were right in their belief and practice, 
as they were delcended from aac, and uled cir- 
cumcilion; but, by degrees, they forgot all, degene. 
rated into idolatry, and difufed circumcifion. In 
the end, however, they coaletced with the Jews, and 
were ever after confidered as but one nation with 
them in divine maiters. The Romans conquered 
this country after the reduétion of Judaa, and: 
made it the fixth diftrict in the divifion of Syria. 
Vhe Vurks are now in poffeffion of it; though it ap- 
pears not that they maintain much, if any, govern- 
ment in it, except on the fea-coatt, for fecuring the 
road from E\gypt to Judea, where itand fome caitles 
and villages, as Arifia, Dinhabah, &c. it being now 
inhabited by a wild, roving kind of Arabs, but who 
are not all entirely fo barbarous and rude as tome 
reprefent them. 


E-cyprr, called by its ancient inhabitants Chemia, 
and by the Copts at prefent, was fo named, accord- 
ing to the general opinion of writers, from Iam, or 
Cham, the ton of Noah, being more than once 
in the Pfalms ftiled the Land of Idam: but the 

name 


68 


Eebatana, 


Edom. 


Ugypt. 


6$4. 


A GEOGRAPHICAL AND Descriptive INDEX. 


ame by which itis generally denoted in Scripture, 
is the Land of Mizraim, from whence the Arabians 
itil] call it Mefr, which the Greeks write Metre, or 
Meftrea. Ancient Egypt is divided, by fome, into 
two parts, the U pperand the Lower Egypt; by others 
into three; the upper, properly fo called, or The- 
bais; the middle, or Heptanomis; and the lower, of 
which the beft part was the Delta. ‘Thebais, now 
called Al Said, is the moft fouthern part of Egypt 
next to Ethiopia, ahd is near as large as all the reft, 
including the country on both fides the Nile down 
to Heptanomis, its lait cities having been Lycopolis 
on the weft, and Anteopolis on the eait, fide of the 
river, which agrees with. ‘the prefent extent of Al 
Said, the moft northern city of which is Manfalut. 
Vhere were formerly in this part of Egypt a great 
number of large and magnificent cities, with tem- 
ples of feveral dcities, and tombs of their ancient 
princes. Its metropolis, Thebes, called afterwards 
Diapolis, (i. e. City of Jupiter,) was firuate on the 
Nile, and delervedly reckoned one of the fineft ci- 
ties in the world. Its 100 gates are mentioned by 
Homer, whence it had che furname of Hecatom- 
pulos. Its riches were fo great, that, after it had 
been plundered by the Perfians, what was found, on 
burning the remains of the pillage, amounted toabout 
300 talents of gold, and 2300 of filver. Who was 
its founder is uncertain. As the name Thebes was 
formerly given to all Egypr, its great power is the 
more credible. Heptanomis was fo called from the 
Jeven Noizes, or prefectures, into which it was di- 
vided. It was full of very large and noble cities, 
the principal of which was Memphis, built by 
Menes, their Arft king, and, for many ages, capital of 
the whole kingdom. Here alfo was the Jake Neris, 
the Labyrinths, andthe Pyramids. The chief cities 
of the Delta were ‘Tanis, Sais, and Xois, and in 
later times Alexandria. The climate of Egypt muft 
needs be very warm, from its near fituation to the 
tropic. Though the air is generally dry, yet great 
dews fall after the fwelling of the Nile, which con- 
tinue for feveral months. In the Delta it fometimes 
rains a little in the winter, notwithftanding what 
fome ancients fay to the contrary; and even fnow, 
itis faid, has been obferved to fall at Alexandria. 
In Upper Egypt, indeed, towards the cataracts, it 
rains very jeldon. The firft fummer, (for they 
reckon two,) which is in March, April and May, 
is the moft inconvenient and fickly feafon, becauie 
the unequal weather, exceffive heats, and hot winds, 
caule diitempers; but in the fecond, June, July, and 
Auguft, and inautumn and winter, the inhabitants 
breathe a much cooler air, the weather is more con- 
ftant, and it is more delightful living, except from 
the 7th to the 14th of February, when the cold is fo 
felt chat the rich wear furs. The fertility of Egypt, 
and theexcellence of its productions and fruits, were 
greatly celebrated by the ancients, and by Mofes 
himfelf, in the book of Genefis. It was the granary 
of Old Rome, as it is now of Conftantinople. The 
moft plentiful parts are the Delta, and the province 
now called Al Feyyum. | For this great fertility the 
Jand is indebted to the river Nile. The fources of 
this celebrated river were unknown to the ancients; 
but they are now well known to be in Ethiopia, 
‘The annual inundations of this river has been look- 
ed onas one of the greateft wonders of the country. 
Ancient writers tell us it begins to rife in Egypte 
about the fummer folftice, and continues fo to do 
till after the autumnal equinox, for about ico days, 
and then it decreafes as many, till it retires within 
its banks, and overflows no more till next year. If 
the river did not rife to 15 or 16 cubits, che country 
was not covered with its waters, and dearth enfued. 
‘This account comes very near to thote of modern 
travellers. As this river could not of itfelf overflow 
the lands every where in the neceflary proportion, 
they have cut a vaft number of canals: however, as 
fome places lie too high to be watered by the canals, 
they are obliged to raife the water to cover them by 
engines. Formerly they made ufe of Archimedes’s 
{crew, thence named the L:gyptian pump, but now 
they generally ute wheels, which carry a rope or 
chain of earthen pots of about leven or eight quarts 
each, and draw the water drem the cenals. “Phere 
are belides a vafk number of wells, from which the 


water is drawn in the fame manner to water the gar. 
dens and fruit-trees; fo that it is no exaggeration of 
the matter, to fay there are, in Egypt, above 2c0,c09 
oxen daily employed in this fingle labour; betides 
the men who draw water in wicker bafkets, {0 clofe 
and well made that not a drop runs through. As 
the land lies perfectly even, they cut their gardens 
into little fquare beds, which are all furrounded with 
trenches, which immediately furnifh as much water 
as is neceflary; and by thefe means’ they have the 
fineft and moft fertile gardens in the world. Pome. 
granates, oranges, and_ifeveral forts of trees, af- 
ford a fhade and coolnefs, that, notwith{tandine the 
heat of the climate, make it delightful walking. 
The Egyptians have not the laborious tafk of 
ploughing, digging, or breaking the clods, but 
when the river has retired, they have no more to do 
than to miix a little fand with the earth to abate its 
ftrength, after which they fow with as little pains, 
and almoft without charge. The paftures are moft 
excellent, the grafs generally growing to the height 
of the cattle. In fine, there is not a more pleafane 
fight in the world than Egypt in two feafons. Of 
the animal produétions, the crocodile is the moft re. 
markable. This amphibious creature is not, indeed, 
peculiar to thé Nile, it being frequent enough in the 
Ganges, and other large rivers of India. With re- 
fpect to vegetable productions, though woods are 
very rare in Egypt, yet there are fome forefts of 
palm-trees towards the deferts of Lybia: and near 
Dandera, the ancient Tontyra, is one of wild dates, 
whofe fruit is exceffive hard, but much admired, 
However, Egypt is not a country proper for trees; 
but the cafe is different as to plants, which are va- 
rious, and many of them highly ufefil. Among 
the artificial curiofities of this country are the pyra- 
mids, thofe ftupendous ftruétures, which were de- 
fervedly reckoned, by the ancients, among the won- 
ders of the world. The Egyptian Labyrinth, from 
whence Doedalus is fuppofed to have taken the 
model of that which he afterwards built in Crete, 
though he therein imitated but the hundreth part 
of it, was a celebrated ftructure; and Herodotus, 
who faw it, fays, that it far furpaffed the report of 
fame, being, in his judgment, even more admirable 
than the pyramids. But admirable as the Laby- 
rinth was, the lake Meris, by which it flood, is faid 
to be yet more wonderful: according to the ancients, 
this lake was much larger than it is now, and cne 
place in particular, which the water has left, is, 
indeed, become adangerous quickland, wherein men 
and cattle are fometimes Joft. L.ater relations affure 
us, it is now above half a league broad, and aday’s 
journey in length, being in circuit above twelve or 
fifteen leagues. And even this is prodigious enough, 
if we confider that it was the work of mens hands, 
as appears from the two pyramids built in the midft 
of it, which were ftanding in the time of Herodotus. 
With refpect to the government, laws, religion, 
cuftoms, &c. of the ancient Egyptians, we fhall be 
as concife as poffible. They are faid to be the firft 
who found out the rules of government, and the art 
of making life eafy, and a people happy, the true end 
of politics. Other nations, particularly the Gre- 
cians, borrowed the beft part of thofe which they 
eftablifhed at home of this nation. The crown was 
hereditary, yet their firft kings were obliged to con- 
form themilelves to the eftablifhed laws of the land, 
even in their private way of life. They could not 
punih any perfon out of paffion or caprice, nor give 
judgment but as law prefcribed. While they thus 
behaved, they were infinitely dear to their people, 
the ftarce was flourifhing, and their extended do- 
minion became exceeding rich and populous, anden- 
abled them to adorn the kingdom with works of ini- 
mitable magnificence. The king, priefts, and foldiers, 
made, as it were, the three eftates of the nation. The 
I'gyptians were very careful in the adminiftration of 
jutlice, formed moit excellent laws, and minutely 
attended to the execution of them. But as muchas 
the Egyptians feemed to excel other nations in the 
wifdom of their laws and conftitutions, they fur- 
paifed them in bigotry and fuperftition. They are 
faid to have been the firft who ereéted idolatrous 
altars, images, and temples; and the firftinventors of 
teftivals, ceremonies, and tranfaétions with the Bods 
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by the mediation of others, and to have firlt given 
names to the twelve gods. They had many deities, 
of different ranks and orders. Thole chiefly ho- 
noured were Oliris and Ifis, by which it is molt pro- 
bable they originally meant the Sun and Moon, 
whole influences governed and preferved the world. 
Their idolatrous practices became fo general at latt, 
that they gave divine honours to feveral animals ; 
nay, even to fome vegetables. We can only hint, 
that the L-gyptians were early famous for many arts 
and {ciences, and particularly jo for that called 
magic. To whomloever the invention may juitly 
be alcribed, it is certain the ‘art was very ancient 
here. hey had magicians who pretended to the 
interpretation of dreams, and a way of divining by 
a cup, in the timeof Joleph. Gen. xtiv. 5, 15. What 
were the real grounds of this {cience Is not ior us Co 
fay. We wave entering upon the Légyptian chro- 
nology, in order co prefent a concife account of the 
modern ftate of egypt. “Chis Jand, chough once lo 
populous, and rullor noble and opulent cities, Is lo 
tar decayed and fallen from its prifline [plendor, 
that it hath now very jew places deierving to 
be called cities, either for extent, itrenyth, beauty, 
or populoufnels. Scarce any are encloled with walls; 
and inany, formerly celebrated tor their wealth and 
beaucy, are now no other than overgrown villages, 
without ramparts or walls. | “Vhough Ligypt is now 
by no means fo populous as it has formerly been, 
yet thele huge villages, or unwalled towns, are {til 
very numerous, and fo near to each other in fome 
parts, that they appear almo{l contiguous, efpecially 
trom Cairo to Rofetta, #s well as along the canal 
of Damiecta, and much more fo in the heart of the 
Delta. Egypt is now inhabited not only by the 
Copti, or ancient natives, but by Arabs, Moors, 
Turks, Greeks, Jews, ranks, and others. “Vhe 
Coptic was the ancient language. Buc the Greek 
being introduced by Alexander, &c. continued to be 
fpoken goo years, till the Greeks were driven out 
by the Arabs, fince which the Arabic hath conti- 
nued the common language of the country, as they 
are the moft numerous. However, they are kept 
feverely under by the Turks, fearce any of them 
being admitted into offices. Both men and women 
(contrary to the anciene Egyptians, who were the 
mott cleanly people in the world) are commonly 
very natty, as well as rude and ignorant; and as 
they have not only embraced the doctrine of Ma- 
homer, but are even more zealous oblervers of it 
than the Turks, fo thac has continued the principal 
religion of the country. “The climate is naturally jo 
exceffive hot as to occafion a great variety of di- 
deales, extremely dangerous; and, whatis far worte, 
the plague often rages with fuch violence as to 
dweep off myriads in a year in the whole country. 


Exxon, firuated north-welt of Gath, in Palcfline, 
was the moit northern of ail the five cities which 
gave names to the five lordfhips of the Philiftines, 
Jay in che north border of Judah, and was conte- 
quently a frontier town, It was once a place of 
great wealth and power, and is much fpoken of in 
Scripture; but it faded away to a great degree of 
obfcurity; and although the name, and even very 
confiderable veftiges or what it had once been, fub- 
fitted for many ages, it happens that no mention is 
made of it in prophane authors. It was famous for 
its idol Baalzebub, called the god of Ekron, which 
was next in repute and dignity to that of Dagon. 


Evan. ‘The valley of Elah, or of the Tere- 
binth, lay in the road from Eleutheiopolis to Jeru- 
falem. Here it was that David New Goliah. As to 
the heighth of this gigantic Philiftine, according to 
the Englifh ttandard, it was twelve feet eight inches, 
and fomewhat better than three tenths. Elis coat 
of mail weighed 5cco fhekels of brafs, or upwards 
of 189 of our pounds troy; and by the fame rule the. 
head of his fpear, which weighed 600 fhekels of 
iron, exceeded 22 of the fame pounds. The weight 
of thefe, and the other parts of his armour, was not, 
We may imagine, too heavy for fo huge a perfon, 
a ftrength, doubtlefs, being in proportion to his 
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Exam, mentioned in feveral parts of Scripture, 
was a kingdom on the river Ulai, to the eaftward 
of the Tigris. It was the Sufiana of the Greeks, 
and lay fo opportunely for Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, (who was, according to Jeremiah’s pro- 
phecy, to fubdue it,) chat he could have been no 
great while in compleating its reduction; though, 
from the prophecy, Elam mutt have been a great 
and potent kingdom. And it feems to have waged 
war with the king of Scythia, beyond the river Oxus, 
with various fuccels. Chodorlaomer was the firft 
king of Elam, and he extended his conquetts over 
many provinces of Afia. 


[vara was a fair and commodious haven on the 
Arabian Gulph, or Red Sea, adjoining to the fouth- 
eatl part of Mount Seir, or Land of k:dom, and, for 
a Jong time, was a fituation for the fhipping which 
was fenc from thote parts into the Indies. It lies 
near the road the Meyptian pilgrims take when they 
go to Meeea. Inthe fourteenth century there were 
confiderable rémains of it (landing. This was one 
of the places whence the Jews traded for gold to 
Ophir. le was allo a great mart of the Vyrians. 


Biepaanrine, [and of, was fituated oppofite 
Sicnna, in Upper gype. fe had a finall city, and 
Is fuppoted to have taken its name from the ele- 
phancs found on ir, “Fhe Romans terminated their 
empire here, and fo do the gyptians their naviga- 
tioron the Nile. This {mall territory is plealant 
and fruictul, though hor; and che crees and vines 
are covered with leaves all the year round. — It is al- 
lowed the lalt place belonging to :gypton this fide. 


Eneeriunrus is a river mentioned in the Mac- 
cabees, and by geographers fec down as the boun- 
dary of Syria and Phoenicia. “he moderns, with 
one confent, give that name to a river between 
Tyre and Sidon, called, by che Turks, Cafimea, but 
the ancients place it more to the northward. “Lhe 
writer of the Maccabees Jays ic in the land of Ha. 
math, which country, wherever it was, was certainly 
without the borders of Hrael, as appears from the 
fame author, 


Inyntats, the metropolis of a province of the 
fame name, lying between the rivers Eulaeus and 
Orontes, and extending from the confines of Media 
to the Perfian Gulph, was famous for a rich 
temple coniccrated to Diana, which was plundered 
by one of the Parthian kings, who found in it 
10,060 talents, “he Llymeans, as Strabo informs 
us, were a powerful people, inured to the toils of 
war, {kiliul bowmen, &e. and never fubducd by 
the Syro-Macedonian or Parthian kings, but go- 
verned by their princes. Ide dates the rile of this 
kingdom from the downfall of the Perfian mo- 
narchy. ‘Vheir kings are often {poken of by the an- 
cients, but not one by name. All we know of them 
is, that they affifled Antiochus in his wars with 
Rome, but afterwards cut off both him and his 
army in defence of their temple. 


Eimusa, or Emissa, was a city of Syria Proper, 
placed by mott of the eminent Scographers on the 
Orontes, between Apamia and Laodicea Caliofa. 
Lhe emperor Heliogabalus was a native of it. It 
made a great figure during the reign of the Seleu- 
cidze, and became an epiicopal fee under that of 
Antioch. It was afterwards taken from the Mufful- 
men Arabs, by the crufaders, in 1098, and retaken 
by Saladine about 100 years after. "Lhe Tartars 
maftered it about 1258, and afterwards were driven 
out of it by the Muffulmen Mamalukes, and thete 
at length by the Turks. It is now called Chems 
and Aman or Haman, and is under the beglerbers 
of Damafcus, who keeps a deputy-governor and a 
garrifon init. Itis furrounded by itrong walls, with 
fix handfome gates, and ftately towers, at proper di- 
ftances. The caftle, which appears to be Roman 
ftands on an cminence, which commands the town 
and adjacent parts. Here are likewife fome fine new 
churches, though the greater part of them are now 
turned into mofques. “Ihe chief commerce of the 
place confifts in ae the fineft manufaéture. The 
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gardens about it, as well as the neighbouring coun- 
try, are very fertile and delightful, abounding with 
fruits of all forts, efpecially with mulberry trees, to 
feed filkk worms with, and thefe are planted in rows 
of conaeieble length, very regular, and well wa- 
tered. . 


Emma, the fame as Amatha before defcribed. 
The Jews gave the name of Hamah, or Hammath, 
to all places that had fuch waters: that of I‘m- 
maus is the fame, only foftened according to the 
Greek idiom. We mut not, therefore, confound 
this with the following. 


- Emmaus, according to St, Luke, was a village 
about 60 furlongs from Jerufalem weft. It was af- 
terwards made a city, and a Roman colony, and 
called Wicopolis. 


FE.upor, mentioned in Scripture as the place of 
refidence of a woman that had a familiar fpirit, and 
to whom Saul applied to raife up Samuel, &c. was 
F city of the half tribe of Manaffeh, on the welt of 

ordan. 


Enceni had anciently the name of Hazezon-ta- 
mar. It was a city in the tribe of Judah, not far 
from the Salt Sea, and in a wildernefs, or defolate 
country. Eingedi is noticed for its camphire, or 
(as others render it) cyprefs: and Jerome tells us 
it was remarkable for opo-balfamum, fuppofed to 
be the Jame now called balm of Gilead, and that 
it was a great town in his days. 


Lenxzsus, in Ionia, in Afia Minor, called by the 
prefent inhabitants Aiafalogus, was, informertimes, 
the metropolis of all Afia. Pliny ftiles it the orna- 
ment of Afia, and Strabo the greateft and mott fre- 
quented emporium’ of it. “Phe ancient Ephcfus 
was, indeed, very far different from the modern, which 
is but a forry village, inhabited by thirty or forty 
Greek families, as ignorant as inconfiderable. ‘Che 
ancient city ftood about 50 miles fouthward of 
Smyrna, near the mouth of the river Cayfter, and 
the fhore of the Icarian Sea, which is a bay of the 
Aegean; but as it has been fo often deftroyed and 
rebuilt, it is not cafy to determine the precife place. 
Mott modern travellers are of opinion, that the an- 
cient city ftood more to the fouthward than the 
prefent, which they argue from the ruins that {till 
remain. L’phefus, in ancient times, was known by 
feveral names. When in the Roman times it was 
the metropolis of all Afia, it acknowledged Lyfi- 
machus for its founder, becaufe that prince, having 
caufed the ancient city to be entirely demolifhed, re- 
built, at a vaik expence, a new one, in a place more 
convenient, and nearer the temple. This new Ephe- 
fus was greatly damaged by an carthquake in the 
reign of Tiberius, but by him repaired and em- 
bellithed with feveral ftately buildings, of which 
there are now but few ruins to be feen, and {carce 
any thing worthy of ancient Ephefus. The aque- 
duet, part of which is itill ftanding, is generally 
believed to have been the work of the Greek em- 
perors. The pillars which fupport the arches are of 
fine marble, and higher or lower, as the level of the 
water required. Vhis aqueduct ferved to convey 
water into the city from the {pring of Halitee, men- 
tioned by Paufanias. The Cayiter was formerly na- 
vigable, and afforded a fate place for fhips co ride 
in, but is now almoft choaked up with fand. But 
the chief ornament of Ephelus was the fo much 
celebrated temple of Diana, buile at the common 
charge of all the flates of Afia, and, for its ftruc- 
ture, fize, and furniture, accounted among the 
wonders of the world. According to Pliny, an in- 
credible fpace of time was {pent in building this 
wonderful temple by all Afia. The pillars, which 
were of marble curioufly carved, or highly polith- 
ed, were the works of the molt famous artilts of 
antiguity; and the altar was almoit wholly the per- 
formance of that great matter Praxiteles. “Vhis 
temple had the privilege of an afylum, which at 
firft extended to a furlong, afterwards enlarged by 
Mithridates to a bowfhot, and doubled by Mark 
Anthony, fo that it took in part of the city. Bur 
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Tiberius put a top to the many abufes and difer. 
ders that attended privileges of this kind, and de. 
clared that no man, guiity of any wicked or difho. 
nett action, fhould eicape jultice, chough he fled ta 
the altar jtfelf Atl the Tonians reforted yearly tg 
Ephetus with their wives and children, where they 
folemnized the feftival of Diana with great poms 
and magnificence, making on that occafion rich of- 
ferings tothe goddels, without forgetting her prie!ls, 
The great Diana of the liphefians, as fhe was (ted 
by her blind adorers, was, according to Pliny, bur 
a imall ftatue of ebony, made by one Canetia. As 
Ephetus was, in the days of heathenifm, famous for 
the temple, fo it was, in the Arft Chriftian times 
adorned with a magnificent church, honoured with 
the name of St. John’s. It is yet ftanding, and re. 
prefented by a traveller of eminence, as peculiarly 
itriking to a ftranger, from the loftinefs of its fabric, 
though now converted into a Turkifh motque. Noz 
far from hence was a ftately lavatory of porphiry, 
called St. John’s Fone, the diameter of which was 
above feven pikes, wheiein it is faid he baptize: 
Great multitudes. The aqueduct on the ealt fide 
appears not very antique, at lealt ic feems to have 
been repaired in latter times, fome {tones being re. 
verted in the walls, and feeming as if placed to by 
the ignorant Turks as they came cafually co hand, 
So now the reliques of the Gentiles, the Chriftians, 
and the Turks, are fubverted and heaped promifeu- 
oufly together: for the whole town is nothing buta 
habitation of herdfmen and farmers, in low cottages 
of dirt, covered on the top with earth, fhelrered from 
the extremity of the weather by mighty maffes of ruin- 
ous walls, the pride and oftentation of forme’ days, 
and the emblem in thefe of the frailty of the world, 
and the tranfient vanity of human glory. Wecon- 
clude with obferving, that the Turks took Ephefus 
under Mahomet I. the jon of Bajazet, fince which 
it hath remained under them, and that'its commerce 
was tranfported to Smyrna and Scalanova, 


Lenraimwas atribe. AlfoEphraim, in which was 
the wood where Abfalom perifhed on an oak, men- 
tioned in the 2d book of Samuel, and is undoubtedly 
to be underftood not of any wood lying in the 
tribe of Ephraim on the weft of Jordan, (for Ab- 
jalom, as well as David, were pafled over Jordan,) 
but of fome wood lying on the eaft fide of Jordan, 
and fo named on fome other account, perhaps, as 
lying over againft the tribe of Ephraim. 


Tpints, 


Ernrata, being the fame city as Bethlehem, fee tt 


that article. 


Epuron is mentioned, in the Maccabees, asa great t= 


and itrong city, lying in the direct way between the 
land of Gilead and that of Judah. 


Ernrorta. Several of the ancients gave the name tx: 


of Ethiopians to all perfons either perfedtly black, 
or of avery fwarthy complexion. The Arabs, there- 
fore, and other A fiatics, as well as a great number of 
Africans, fell under this denomination. "We find 
the Africans divided_into the weft, or Hefperian 
Ethiopians; and the Ethiopians above Egypt to the 
eat of the former. The firft inhabited that vait 
track called Lybia Interior, but the fecond were 
looked upon as the proper Ethiopians, As proper 
Ethiopia might anciently have been of different ex- 
tent at different times, its frontiers cannot be pre- 
cifely fixed. In fcripture Caf, when taken for 4 
country, is always to be underitood of the proper, 
Lthiopia. ‘The ancients imagined the blacknefs of 
the Ethiopians, Abaffines, and AbyGians, to be oc- 
cafioned by the intenfe heat of their climate, and 
therefore fo named them. As we have not room to 
{pecify all the feveral Ethiopian nations, as to their 
characters and cuitoms, we fhall only touch on 
fome particulars. he Struthophagi (ar oftrich 
eaters) lived upon oftriches. They had feveral arts 
and devices to take this their food, though that 
animal defended itfelf againtt them with ttoncs, 
which it threw out of its feet with great vid- 
lence. Of the fkins of thefe creatures they made 
both garments and coverlids for their beds. The 
Icthyophagi (or fifh-eaters) by ftopping up. the 
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paMuges of cercain caverns on the coalt of the 
Red Sea, percof which they-inhabited, with flenes, 
encloled vaib numbers of large and tmall fithes, 
which, upon the reflux of the nde, were dete there as 
in anet, and jerved them ior foed. 24s they fed on 
fith in therrdite-rirhe, io they fed on them atter death, 
for they carricd their dead to the tea-fhore, where 
they Jay till che cee carrted them off} Phe Chelo- 
nopbagi (or tortoile-caters  notonly lived upon thele 
filhes, but covered their hurs with the thells, and 
uied thear clo as boars. “Lhe Werdophagi cor lo- 
cull-cwters; had a deep valley in the counery of many 
furlonss, which they took care to fill with wood, 
&c. and wien the touth wind drove vall numbers 
or Jocutis chither, they ier the combuflibles on fire, 
and the imuke futlocated thele aninials, fo infinite in 
number, thar the ground, for leagues, was covered 
with cherr bodies, Which thele people featoned with 
falt, and byed upon the rollowiag year. “Phe Sper- 
mitophagi and i flophagi rormed two neighbour- 
ing cantons; the diril deedingson che fruits thac deil 
from the trees in fumimer, bur the veil of the year 
onaiweet plans, wihatlalk, tomewhat refembling, 
tharofacturnip; and che letter on che buds and ten- 
der fhoots of trees. “Phefe were poopie ot fuch fur- 
prifing aéiivitv, that cubes mtpped from tree to tree 
almott like birds. dhey always went naked, had 
Wives inconunen, burquarrclicdabout their habita- 
tions, fiehtirs with clabs. Circumetion was a 
rite obierved aimong the Pthiopians, as well as 
Bey pu 




















\ wwe dronrvers carks antiquity; thoveeh which 
of the fo din received if esnnat be certainly known, 
"Phe eoue pian loldiers Gea their arrows round their 
heads, the iearhercd part of which touched their 
forcheads, remydes, &e. and the other projected out 
like fo many rays, Which formed a kind of crown. 
‘Vheir bows were four cubits long, and required fo 
much flrenyth to manage them, that no other people 
could make uteof them. When they came to a ge- 
neral action with an cnemy, they darkened the air 
with clouding fhowers of arrows. “Uhey retreated 
fighting, as did the Parthians, difcharging volhies ot 
arrows with tach dexrerity, chac, whilit retiring full 
tpeed, they dreadiully galled the cnemy.  “Uheir 
dances or darts were of immente fize, which farther 
proves their vale tlrength. he Macrobian (or 
long-lived HMeyprians) fed, for the moft part, upon 
roailed Heth, drank mifk, and frequently attained 
to the age of 120 years, which was taid to be owing 
toarich and tragrant fountain, wherein they. fre: 
quently barhed themielves. “Phey looked upon brats 
asthe motl valuable of metals, and fo little elleemed 
Gold, that they fettered cher common priloners with 
Solden chams. Diodorus affirms, that they kept 
the bodies of their relations an them houles, within 
eales o Ghats; not thinking ic right that the know- 
Jedge of the teatures, and bkenels of their deceated 
relations, thould be forgotten by their furvivine: 
kindred, or conceded trom their poflerity. hus 
much may fullice concerning, the manners, cufloms, 
Wc. of the divers, and, in fomerclpeéts, very dil- 
Jerent nations or tribes of the different Hubiopians. 
Jupiter Ammon, according to the Greek and fatin 








authors, leems to have been the pune tpl objcet of 


rehgious worfhip in Mcktepia,  Dicdorus tays they 
vitlued thendclves on them being the tilt nation 
that had a religious eflablifhiment. Ja fhort, from 
the general account of authors, their religion dif: 
fered not much from that of the Meyptans, which 
Is hoe to be wondered act, confidering their vicinity: 
to, and intercourfe with, that people, “Phe country 
is at prefent inhabited by people of three diflerent 
telizions, viz. Chriftians, Mahometans, and Pa- 
anes bue the lafl are mot numerous, and are pe- 
herally the Blacks, as the Mahometans are tawney, 
pofleding: the north thore: and thofe who are called 
Chritlians have abundance of Pagan and Jewith 
rites intermixed, and are bue fmall a number 
compared with the other two. Ethiopia did nat 
dbound in cities and towns of any conliderable nore, 
Auxeme was its metropolis. [vis very mountamous, 
ana motl of the hills overlook the Glouds. Fa tueh 
a region the air cannot be always alike, and perhaps 
there is no country inthe world where fo thany cals 
ferent fealons may be found in fo fmall a comypats. 
Phe Lthiopic, as well as the oppolite, cowl of rhe 


“in medicine, 


Red Sea, and the iflands of chis fea, are, in fummer, 
intolerably feorched by che iolar rays. Flowever, 
the air istauch more temperate i the mountainous 
parts. In tome provinces the winter is extremely 
fevere; in others as warm as dumner in leveral 
partsof Lurope. “Uhey have Htth or no fnew, but 
frequent and dreadiul thunders, thar terrify both 
man and beall, which proceed) irom the execfiive 
variety of alr, “Phe chnuite, ta pencral, is yer lo 
healthy, thacicis (iil ner uncommon tor the natives 
to arrive at reo years Quase. “Che days and nighes 
in Mithiopia, as Tying between the tropic of cancer 
and the equater, or equinoctial line, are, dor the malk 
part, nearly equal; and the foil ia thote parts capable - 
of cultivation, is exticmely terdle, and produces 
vail quantiges of un, publics and trait. Metals 
likewrte, particularly cold minerals, vepectibles, and 
afurprifing varicty of animals, abound here. Tris 
aglerted they have fomecinies tawe, fomertimes three, 
harvetts in ayear.  “Phey neither tow or mow (to 
make hay) for the cate, the perpetual heat, and 
continual ditifation of monture trom the moun- 
tains, producing, @iais in great abundance, and 
covering: the ficids with a mett beautiful verdure 
through all the different tealons of the years; yee 
they are lometimes inicited with flights of grats- 
hoppers, Which cover theearth, tad, ina fhort time, 
devour every blade of grafts ro the very root. OF 
all the rivers that water Mahtopia, the moti tamous 
is the Nile, which has its lource in this country. 
Che chief parts and emporiums were Adulis, Mon- 
dus, Opone, Morylow, and the principal city of 
the Avalitiv, feated upon the Red Seal the Arabs, 
from then country, ito thele pltces mmported fruit, 
corn, wine, &c. and exported trom thence, to Qic= 
fis and Mula, oppotite harbours in Arabia, tpices, 
caffia, perfumes, ivory, inyrrh, aud teveral other 
commodities, “Phe civit-cutis one of che molt re- 
maikableanimals of Ethiopia, which yiclds the per- 
fume called civer, and is a native of the IMatt-In- 
dies and America, as wellas of Atsica, be is a fore 
of wild cat, not much unlike our tame ones, except 
that the head more refembles that af a fox: their 
{kin is potted, the claws are Icfs dangerous, and 
the cry is different. “Uhe perfume this animal pro- 
duces is an unctuous fubilance, of the confillence of 
honey, or butter, and has amotl fragrant and erate- 
fulicent. Civer, like mufk, is chiefly uled by per- 
fumers and conteélioners, havin? but little place 
‘Phe Jaws of this country alow po- 
Iygamy, though the church canons forbid it, fo 
that they lawlully, though irrcligioufly, indulge 
themfelves in it ‘Prades and manufeétures are 
wholly wanting here; though, indeed, their way 
of living makes them need the fewer, Jéven thote 
which are moll neceflary they are dupplied with by 
the Jews, viz. weaving, of (Mulls for cicis, lorging 
heads for the lances, eve. i 







































Taton-Ginin 
reign of Solomon and Johofhay-har. 
texts of Scripture ih may be inferred, that izien- 
Geberand Math were nee hbourlns places; fo thar 
for the fituation of this place, it may fudiee to turn 
to the article Mach. After the divilion of the kine. 
dom, Edom being of that part which remained to 
the houle of David, they fll continued to carry 
on actrade before clkablifhed from the two ports of 
Idath and beyi 





: ton-Geber, elpecially frony the latter 
which they chietly made ule of till the rime of Je. 
hofhaphat, But he havior there loll his Qeet, whieh 
he had prepared to fulis Ophir, in partherthip 
with Abazinh, king ol Each, this fpoiled the eres 
dit al that harbour. ‘“Pheretores to avoid future 
nuichiels, the Marion of the [ines fhips wis thence. 
forth removed to dheb. : 


(; 


vas acelebrated pofl.rawn in the esion. 
From divers Geber. 


Anvera,acity of Palatine, in Colo: Syria, fit. Grtua 





ated hear the river at jes Ne, where am cape 
charges idelt into the lake of Genelaeth. 


_ GALLE, a province in Judea, in Which had been 
fittiate the aibes of Ather, Naphtali, Zcbultm, 
anel 


Caldec. 


688 


Gath. 


Gaza, 
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ahd Iffachar. It was the moft northern part of Pa- 
leftine, extending beyond the great plain of Jez- 
reel, and was bounded north by Mount Libanus, 
eaft by the Jordan and the fea of Galilee, fouth 
by the river-Chifon, and weft by the Mediterra- 
nean. It was divided into high and low. The for- 
mer, on the ocher fide Jordan, extending towards 
the Machonitis, the Libanus, and Batana, was 
ftiled Galilee of the Gentiles, either becaule moftly 
inhabited by, or intermixed with, them. Here was 
feated the balf-tribe of Manaffeh. ‘The other was 
richer and more fertile, except in the northernmost 
part, producing excellent corn, wine, and fruits, with 
little cultivation, and was, in its flourifhing ftate, 
full of towns and villages, and extremely populous. 
The inhabitants were {tout and warlike, and very 
zealous for the Jewifh religion. Herein ftood Ca- 
pernaum, Choragin and Bethlaida. : 


Garu, in Palefline, one of the five cities of the 
Philittines, was anciently the principal one, as being 
the royal feat in the middle times of that people, 
but it dwindled away fo early, that there are few or 
no materials for a defcription of it. Nor is it ealy, 
to fix its exact fituation, there being a number of 
cities of the fame name, differently placed by the 
facred books, fome of them diitinguilhed by an ap- 
pellative, as Gath-Epher, Gath-Rimmon, &c. and 
others without any. The word fignihes a prefs, a 
wine-prels, oil-prefs, or any other. Gath and Ek- 
ron are recorded as the boundaries of the Philiftine 
territory, the former on the fouth, and the latter on 
the north; and thele, with the three between, com- 
poled the five fatrapies of that brave ancient nation. 
Ir mult needs have been avery itrong populous city, 
till David cook and difmantledit. Rehoboamrebuilt 
and fortified ir. In the days of Amos and Micah, 
we find it to have been in a flourifhing condition, 
and wholly independent of the kings of Judah, and 
fince then demolifhed by Hazacl; king of Syria. 
From thefe various changes it grew to be of lite 
confideration, till, in the cime of Chriftianity, Fulk, 
king of Jerufalem, built a caftle on its ruins. As 
to the ancient inhabitants of this city and its diftrict, 
it is evident, fromScripture, that their inveterate en~ 
mity cowards the Hraclices was fuch, that a learned 
author fays, “one would be almoft tempted to think 
they were created on purpote to be a thorn in the 
fides of that chofen people.”? This enmity feems to 
have been of very ancient date; for, in the firft book 
of Chronicles, we read, that “the man of Gath flew 
the children of Ephraim, becaufe they came down 
to take away their cactle, and Ephraim their father 
mourned many days, &c.” 


Gaza was the moft renowned cicy of the Phi- 
liftines, whote gates Sampton took away, and whither 
he was carried when he was taken, and where he 
paled down the houle of Dagon on the lords of the 
Philiftines. When it was in its firit days cannot be 
known; but, in time, it became confiderable for 
Strength, beauty, and extent. It was firuate on an 
high hill, and flood, as it were, in the very fouth- 
welt angle or corner of the land of Canaan, upon the 
fkircs of the delert which led to Meypt. Inthe He- 
brew it is called Azza; anc Aga by the Syrians, 
which has been altered into Gaza. In latter times 
ic was allo called loneand Minoa; and the fea which 
wafhed along the thore from Gaza to Fgypr, was 
called the Ionian Sea. 
Judah, according to the divifion made by Jofliua; 
but thougly ic was attempted and carried, yet the 
Phililtines poffefled it again, and kept it. For che 
more convenient communication with the fea, it had 
a port, called Majuma, a place of no great account, 
till Conftantine took notice of it, and calied it Con- 
ftantia, in honour of his fon Conttantius. Julian 
altered its name into the portof Gaza, or maritime 
part of that city. There is no fign it ever was a 
commodious place for the reception of fhipping, 
but that ic was a mere fhitt for that purpofe. Gaza 
often groaned under the mileries of war, of which 
one inftance was in the year of the world 2667, 
when, after a ftout refiftance, and great flaughter, 
it was taken by Alexander the Great. Gaza was 


This city was in the lot of 


a rr rnin 


fometimes in 2 flourifhing ftate, with mighty walls 
and coftly edifices, and fometimes in a diitreffeq 
condition, After feveral viciffitudes, it lay fo far 
neglected, thar, in the Aéts of the Apoftles, it is 
called defert; thatis, fuch a defert as it is now, we 
may fuppofe, weak in inhabitants; for fo fertile a 
fpot can never be called by that appellation accord- 
ing to the common acceptation of that word with 
us. Lucan commemorates Gaza with Tyre and 
Sidon, when its fitter cities are either forgotten, or 
omitted as not worthy a place among the confider- 
able ones of this part of the coait. Though it js 
now but a poor place, there are fome religues left 
that teftify its having been in abetter condition ; for 
divers fimple roofs are fupported with goodly pillars 
of Parian marble, fome plain, fome curioufly carv- 
ed. On the fummic of the hill are the ruins of the 
huge arches, funk low in the earch, and other toun. 
dations of a ftately building. Majuma, which is 
the new or, prefent Gaza, retains Jome monuments 
of its former grandeur, and is encompaffed with 
fertile vallies, producing great plenty of fruits, 
Near this city is around calle, fanked with four 
{quare towers, and in good repair. Over againttit 
is the furaglio, where the bafha’s wives, &c. are 
kept; and a little above it the remains of an old 
oman cattle, the materials of which are remark- 
ably firm anc hard. 


Genrsaretnu, lake and land. The Lake, called 
alfo the Sea of Viberias, the water of Genelar, and 
Sea of Galilee, is fuppofed to have borrowed its 
name from the city Cinneroth, on its borders, inthe 
tribe of Naphtali. Ie has great variety of fith, 
which, for fhape and tatte, is not to be found any 
where eHe. The Jordan runs through the midft of 
it The lake cakes its name ftom the country that 
furrounds it, which is fruitful and agreeable to ad- 
miration. As to the fertilicy of the foi, no planc 
comes amifs to it; befides that, it is improved, by 
the fill and induftry of the inhabitants, tothe highett 
degree, and, by a climate extraordinarily benign, 
every thing profpers there, as nuts, palms, figs, and 
orange-trees, that flourifh in perfection, though 
they require a quite different temperature of air in 
the nature of them. It is as remarkable for achry- 
italine flowing fountain, called by the natives, Ca- 
pernaum = ‘he Jength of the country, along the 
Jake, is thirty {tadia, or furlongs; and the breadth 
twenty. : : 


Geran, a place frequently mentioned in the cs 
hiftory of Abraham, was a Philiftine city, vene- 
rable as being the feat of their firft kings , but its 
exact ficuation is not to be determined. ~The utual 
name of the kings thereof feems to have been Abi- 
melech, as Pharaoh was that of thole of Egypt. The 
kings of Gerar were, in all probability, Philiftines 
by extraction; forthe kingdom of Gerar is expreisly 
reckoned within the-land of the Philittines. 


Gesnur and Maacah kingdoms. From _ Jofhua 
xili. 11,13, it is evident that the cities Gefhur and 
Maacah, the two capitals of thefe two {mall king- 
doms, lay within the borders of the land of Lrael, 
and confequently on the fouth fide of Mount Liba- 
nus. That Gefhur and Maacah were the capitals 
of two kingdoms, is likewile evident from our hav- 
ing exprefs mention made of the king of Gefhur, 
2 Sam. iit. 3. and of the king of Maacah, 2 Sam. 
x. 6. How thefe two cities or kingdoms lay, in re- 
{pect to one another, is not to be determined ; but 
it is certain they both lay in the north part of the 
half tribe of Manaffeh, or the eatt of Jordan. Ge 
fhur was a kingdom before Damafcus; and Nico- 
laus Damatcenes writes that Abraham was king 
(i. e. ruler} there. 


Gsvean lay tothenorthof Jerufalem, according (0 ¢ 
modern geographers, aboutievenoreightmiles ; an 
as many from Gibeon, north-weft. Irftocd onanhill, 
asthe nam¢ imports. Itis, in Scripture, called Gibeah 
of Benjamin, as belonging to thattribe; and Gibeah 
of Saul, as being not only his native place, buc that 
of his royal feat. I: was here that the concubine . 

the 
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the Levite was abufed, the confequence of which is 
very remarkable, and was very fatal. Sc. Jerome 
tells us it was totally ruined in his time. 


Giseoy, the capital of the ancient Gibeonites, and 
a city of the Hivites, was diftant about feven miles 
north from Jerusalem, and fituated on an eminence, 
as its name properly imports.. From Jofhua x. 2. 
we learn, that it was a great city, greater than Al. 
Eufebius and Jerome tells us, it was a regal city 5 
though we no where read of 2 king of Gibeon; 
whereby it feems to be implied, that, though it was 
not a regal city, it was, in reality, as confiderable. 
As to the cicy ittelf, Eufebius farther tells us, that 
it was a town or village in his time, ftill going un- 
der its old nanie, four miles welt from Bethel. 


Ginon. It is not agreed whether it be a moun- 
tain or a fountain. Its fituation is generally al- 
figned to be near mount Sion, and on the weit fide 
thereof. It was at this Gihon that Solomon, by 
the efpecial order of David, was anointed king over 
Hrael; and this is thought to carry in it fome In- 
ducement to fuppote that Gihon was a fountain; 
David making choice of this fountain for anoint- 
ing Solomon in oppofition to his other fon, Adoni- 
jah, who was ac that time fetting up for king near 
Ennogel, i.e. the well or fountain of Rogel, on 
another fide of Jerufalem, 


Gireap, or Galaad, mount, lies on the eaft of 
the fea of Galilee, being part of the ridge of moun- 
tains running from mount Lebanon, and including 
the mountainous region called Vrachonites. It had 
its name from the occafion of the heap made with 
ftones by Laban and Jacob, Galaad or Gilead fig- 

“nifying the Leap of witue/s. From this name given 
to the heap of itones, the whole mountainous track 
hereabouts was afterwards fo called. Hence we 
read of fome places lying in this track or country, 
that were diftinguifhed by the name of Gilead be- 
ing added tothem, as Jabefh-Gilead and Ramoth- 
Gitead. ‘The word Gilead feems, in fome places of 
Scripture, to denote, if not all, the greateft part 
of the country beyond Jordan, viz. all the half 
tribe of Manaffeh, and the tribe of Gad. 


GitGau is fituated between Jordan and Jericho. 
Jerome fays that the place was fhewn in his days at 
two miles-diltance from Jericho, and was held in 
very great veneration by the inhabitants of that 
country. 


GIscHALa was atown in Galilee, and thelaft there- 
in reduced by ‘Titus. Of this city was that famed 
John from this place named John of Gifchala, who 
headed one of the parties of the zealots who de- 
fended Jerufaiem againft the Romans, but, at the 
fame time, committed all manner of the moft exe- 
crable outrages, and brought on the Jews innu- 
mierable calamities. 


Greece. The limits of all Greece extended from 
north to fouth, i. e. from the Jong ridge of moun- 
tains which divided it from Macedonia, and from 
the river Strymon, by which it was parted from 
Thrace, to the promontory of Tenarus, the utmoft 
fouthern extent of Peloponnefus; and from eaft to 
weit from the Ionian to the AZgean Sea. It contained 
a great number of kingdoms, all of which have, at 
One timeor other, been governed by kings of their 
own, whofe names we only find occafionally men- 
tioned in the hiftory of the more confiderable king- 
doms of Argos, Attica, Thebes, and Sparta, of the 
Argonautic expedition, and of the Trojan war. 
From the names of Graioi and Graicoi, they were 
foon changed into thofe of Achzi and Hellones, by 
which they are generally called in ancient authors. 
Ttis fuppoied, and with fome foundation, that Javan, 
the fon of Japhet, and his defcendants, were the 
firft who peopled thefe countries. If we look upon 
the infant ftate of Greece with refpect to its inha- 
birants, it appears, even by the conteffion of their 
own writers, to have been one continued, unculti- 
vated defert, inhabited by men living indifferently 


on every fruit, herb, or root that came in their 
No. 58. 
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way, and lying either in the open fields, or, at beft, 
fheltering chemlelves from the inclemency of the 
weather in dens, clefts, and hollow trees. Laws 
they had none, except that of the ftrongeft arm; fo 
that thofe who were mott pleafantly or fruitfully 
fituated, were continually Hable to be difpoffefied 
by new invaders. Hence it was that Greece was in 
a continual fuétuation, the weakeit being always 
jure to be turned out by the ttrongetl. Hence it Is 
alio, that whilit other nations, as the Jews, Leyp- 
tians, Medianites, and Phoenicians, had improved 
the ufeful arts to a very great degree, as teen in their 
feveral hiftories, the Greeks alone feem to have 
been the only ftrangers to them, infomuch that one 
may reafonably queltion, from Homer’s making oxen 
the itandard of the value of things, whether they 
knew the ule of money even in his days. They had 
no letters cl Cadmus brought them thither out of 
Phoenicia, whofe alphabet confifting only of fixreen 
letters, was not perfected into that of twenty-four 
ull many centuries after him. Ic was from him 
hkewife that they learned arithmetic, navigation, 
and commerce. As for other iciences, they continued 
much longer flrangers to them; and it was not till 
fome of their great men began to travel into Egypt, 
and other kingdoms, that they began to have fome 
relifh for them. ‘Their religion was little lefs than a 
corruption (if we may be allowed the word) of the 
Ligyptian theology, brought thither at firft by Ce- 
crops, an Egyptian exile, and founder of the Attic 
monarchy. “Thus Greece foon after was furnifhed 
with a number of deities, fuited to the tafle of their 
brutal votaries, and with a fanétion and precedent 
for every unfocial and unnatural vice. ‘Lo this def 
perate and univerfal degeneracy of the Grecian na- 
tion, we may venture to afcribe, in fome meafure, all 
the tabulous accounts which the poets have given 
us concerning the birth, extraétion, and extrava- 
gant exploits of thofe famous heroes, who beltowed 
fo much pains and time to reform and abolifh it. 
Of this number were Minos, Hercules, Theleus, 
and many more, fome of whom cleared the feas, 
others the land, of that peftilent race: and others, 
lattly, by wholefome laws, by the introduction of 
commerce, arts and f{ciences, laid the happy foun- 
dation for that politenefs and grandeur tor which 
they were fo juftly famed in after ages. Greece in 
preient called Rumelia by the Turks) is genera ly 
confidered a temperate, héalchful country, and fruit- 
ful foil, but has had moft of the cities it contained 
deflroyed by the barbarous Turks, and a deluge of 
ignorance introduced into the once admired feats of 
learning and politenefs. Greece, or Rumelia, abounds 
with fine corn, charming wine, delicious truits, 
and great herds of cattle, with fowls and venifon 
in great plenty. The Chriftian religion was planted 
in this country, foon after the death of Our Saviour, 
by St. Paul and Timothy; and it flourifhed here, 
for many ages, with more purity than in the weltern 
church, producing many champions for the faith, 
and venerable fathers, whofe_writings convey to us 
the doétrine and difcipline of the church very near 
in its native purity. But fince the Turks have been 
matters of this country, and made the people flaves, 
the ftate of their religion has very much declined. 
The Greeks are in their manners much like the 
Turks: they are covetous, perfidious, treacherous, 
revengeful to the higheft degree, very fuperititious, 
and great hypocrites; and, indeed, are fo defpifed by 
the Turks, that they value not a Greek who even 
turns Mahometan. The ancient language of 
Greece is ftill known to us, being preferved in the 
writings of their famous philofophers, hiftorians, 
orators, and poets. But the modern Greek is {6 
far changed by the mixture of foreign languages, 
that it differs extremely from the ancient, which is 
but little underftood by the prefent inhabitants. 


H. 
I Amatu probably adjoined 
and, from a claufe in the book of Numbers, it 
feems plainly denoted that Rehob was that part of 
Canaan as joined next to the country or kingdom of 
Hamath. It is generally thought that the city of 
8.1L Hlamath 
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Flamath was the fame called by the Greeks Epi- 
phania, the fituation of which agrees very well with 
what is hereobferved. Sothat it may be interred, that 
the kingdom of Wamath extended itfelf from the 
land of Canaan, or more particularly from the king- 
dom of Rehob, fouthward, to the city Epiphania 
northward, and from the coait of the Mediterranean 
Sea, well, to the kingdom of Damatcus (or Syria 
more particularly called) eaft. This kingdom is 
frequently denoted in Scripture by the land of Ha- 
math, and herein Jay Riblah,; 2 Kings xxiii. 33. and 
as the extent of the land of Hrael is trequently de- 
noted by this expreffion, “* from Dan unto Beer- 
fheba,” and Numb. xiii. 21. ‘* from the wildernefs 
of Zin unto Rehob,” fo, 1 Kings viii. 65, it is de- 
noted by this expreffion, “* from the entering in of 
Hamath, unto the river of Egypt:” and in like 
manner, in another place, ** from the entering in of 
Tamath, unto the fea of the plain.” 


Hanzrn Foreft, whither David retired, was evi- 
dently within the tribe of Judah, by the words of 
the prophet, 1 Sam. xxii. 5. | 


Hesron, or Chebron, was a very ancient city. 
Some think it was built go years after the flood, and 
that it claimed precedency even of Memphis. It 
was feated in the hilly country, in the fouth part of 
Canaan, and is famous in Scripture on many ac- 
counts, but now is almoft in ruins. Near the ruined 
old city ftands a village, called Elkahil, in which is 
{till an handfome church, built by Helena, over the 
cave where the old patriarchs were buried. It is, 
indeed, turned _into a mofque, and held _in great 
elteem by the Turks as wellas Chriftians. Hebron, 
or Elkahil, inconfiderable as it is, is {till the capi- 
tal of adiftri€t, called “* The territory of the friends 
of God,” confitting of about twenty-five other 
villages. 


Hetam, the place where the Ifraelites and Sy- 
rians engaged in battle, and the latter received a 
mighty overthrow, is thought to have been the fame 
with Almatha, mentioned by Ptolemy in the reign 
of T'rachonitis. 


He rorotis, i. e. the city of the Sun, was a name 
given to feveral Greek cities, and, amongft the reft, 
to Corinth. : 


Hermon Mount. There are two of the name 
mentioned in Scripture. Firft, the north-eaft part of 
Lebanon, adjoining to the Holy Land, is diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Mount Hermon, which is 
confequently mentioned as the north boundary of the 
country beyond Jordan, particularly the kingdom 
of Og, or of the half tribe of Manaffeh, eatt of Jor- 
dan. Second, Hermon lies within the land of Ca- 
naan, weft of the river Jordan, not far from mount 
‘Tabor. This Hermon is, like Libanus, capped with » 
fnow, but for nothing fo remarkable as for the 
abundant dews which fall upon and about it. A 
traveller of note obferves, that ‘ he was fufficiently 
inttructed by experience what the holy Pfalmitt 
means by thedew of Hermon, as the tents were as 
wet with ic as if it had rained all night.” 


‘ 

Heropion. Herod the Great built a ftately pa- 
lace about teven miles from Jerufalem, in the place 
where he had formerly defeated the Parthians and 
the Jews of the Afmonean party, when he fled from 
that city on Antigonus becoming matter of it. This, 
trom his own name, he called Herodion. It ftood in 
avery pleafant and ftrong fituation, on the top of a 
hill, from whence was a profpeét of all the country 
round. From this palace the hill declined all round 
with an equal and uniform defcent, which made a 
beautiful thew ; and atthe foot of it were foon built 
duch a number of houtes, as amounted to the pro- 
portion of a confiderable city. 


[lesnton, the capital of the kingdom of Sihon, 
appertained to the tribe of Reuben, but ftood in the 
confines of that of Gad, and was remarkable for its 
excellent fifh-pools. After the carrying away of 


the ten tribes, it was re-poffeffed by the Moabites 
whence, in the prophecies of [faiah and Jeremiat 
againft Moab, we find frequent mention of jt, Jr 
has been a Levitical city, It continued a great and 
noble city till the days of Eufebius and Jerome be- 
ing by the Greeks called Efbus. : 


Hyrcania, a province of Perfia, was bounde 
on thenorthby the Cafpian Sea, onthe weft by Medi 
on the fouth by Parthia, and on the eaft by Margiana 
now called Mazandran. The capital was called 
Hyrcania, as well as the province, and is by the 
moderns denominated Hyrcan. Ancient Writers 
agree in reprefenting Hyrcania as a country abound. 
ing in wine, wheat, figs, and all other kinds of fruit 
but here and there interfperfed with meadows and 
pafture lands, and in fome places with the lefs plea- 
fant pro{pect of thick woods, abounding with wild 
beatts almoft of every kind. As to its prefent con- 
dition, nothing can be more amazing than the wide 
difference between the accounts given us by perfons 
of credit and capacity, who have had equal oppor- 
tunitics of acquiring a perfeét knowledge of the 
particulars they reprefent. 


a, 


j. 

Asesu-Girrap. That this place lay in Gilead, jax 
J is imported by the name. It joined to the coun. [ut 
try of the Ammonites. It was {till a town in the 
days of Eufebius and Jerome, fix miles from Pella, 
on ahill, in the way to Gerafa. Its inhabitants are 
remarked in Scripture for their grateful remembrance 
of Saul’s having raifed the fiege thereof by the Am- 
monites. 


6 


Jamuia, in Judea, ftands a few miles from Joppa jis: q 


on the fame coaft. It is famed in the book of the 
Maccabees, and placed at about 290 furlongs from 
Jerufalem, and was an epifcopal fee, under that of 
Celarea; but it is now in fo ruinous a ftate, that fcarce 
any thing remains of it worth farther notice. 


Jerrcno, in Canaan, about fix miles weft from the 
river of Jordan, and 23 almoft eaftof Jerufalem, was 
the firft city that was invaded by the Tfraelites, after 
their paffage over Jordan, and, by the miraculous 
fall of its walls, taken, fet on fire, and levelled with 
the ground. The tree froni which fowed the famed 
Balm of Gilead, and-other odoriferous trees likewife, 
grew in its vicinity, from the fragrancy of which it 
1s fuppofed to be named Jericho, which, in the origi- 
nal, fignifies odour. Here Elifha {weetened the waters 
of the fpring that fupplied it and the neighbouring 
countries. Here Herod built a fumpcuous palace. 
It was the dwelling-place of Zaccheus, and honour- 
ed with Chrift?s own prefence and miracles. It 
yielded to none in all Judea but Jerufalem, in the 
times of the laft kings thereof. Befides the palace 
aforefaid, it was adorned with an hippodrome, an 
amphitheatre, and other magnificent buildings, But 
at prefent, according to modern travellers, it is only 
a poor village of the Arabs. 


JerusautEemM. This famous city has been fo amply jx 
deicribed by our author, together with the various 
revolutions it underwent, from its foundation to its 
deflruétion, in the fecond year of the emperor Vel- 
pafian, that a recapitulation of them would be both 
tedious and unneceffary. We therefore proceed to 
obferve, as to its more modern ftate, that, in A.D. 
136, the emperor Adrian, having changed the name 
ot Jerufalem into Alia Capitolina, after a name 
(Z#lius) of his own family, erected a remple to Ju- 
piter Capitolinus upon the fpor where the Jewith 
temple formerly ftood, and planted a Roman colony 
inthecity; whereupon the Jews broke out intoarebel- 
lion, took Jerufalem, and maffacred all the Romans 
fettled there. But Severus (governor of Britain 
being fent againft the rebels, retook the city, re- 
duced it to athes, and plowed up the ground whereon 
the temple had ttood. The emperor and fenate 0 
Rome publifhed an edit, forbidding all Jews for 
ever, upon pain of death, to fet foot in Jerufalem, 
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or any place where it might be fo much as {een. 
even thofe Jews that embraced Chriftianity were 
alfo prohibited. This quite delivered the church 
from the jervitude of the law; for, till then, the 
bifhops of Jerufalem had often been cholen from 
among the circumciled Chriftians, who joined the 
obiervance of the law co that of the gofpel. Adrian, 
however, next year, ordered Jerufalem, by the faid 
name of Aftia, to be rebuilt, and peopled it, partly 
by a Roman colony, and partly by fuch of the neigh- 
bouring people as were not Jews. Tdereby the 
church at Jerufalem became to be compofed only 
of converted Gentiles, or Chriftians proper, St. 
Mark being appointed the bifhop of the place. 
Conftantine the Great afterwards demolithed the 
heathen temples built by Adrian here; and he and 
his mother Helena (of Britith extraction) built 
fumptuous churches in their ftead, and other mag- 
nificent ttructures. A.D. 614, the city was taken 
by the Perfians, and continued in their hands, and 
thofe of the Saracens and Mahomecans, till the 
reign or Charlemagne, to whom it was yielded by 
the king of Perfia.” After his death it was retaken, 
and held by thofe infidels till the year 1099, when 
Godfrey of Bouillon took it from them, and was 
made its king. A. D. 1187, Saladine, the famed 
king of Syria and Egypt, made himfelf matter of 
it, and of all the Holy Land. Laaft of all it fell 
into che hands of the Turks, and fo it yet conti- 
nucs. 

Jerufalem, in ics prefent flare, ts about three miles 
in circumrerence, and lies in 31 deg, 50 min. north 
Jat. and 36 deg. ealt long. being fituated on a rocky 
mountain. Dr. Bankes, in brs excellent Syftem of 
Geography, fays, “© Vhe hills which ftand about 
Jerufalem make it appear to be fituated, as it were, 
in an amphitheatre, whofe area inclineth to the eatt- 
ward. We have no where, as I know of, any diftinct 
view of it: that from the Mount of Olives, which 
is the leait, and, perhaps, the fartheft, is, notwith- 
ftanding, at fo imall a diftance, that when Our Sa- 
viour was there, he might be faid, almoft in a h- 
teral jenfe, ro have wept over it. Vhere are very 
few remains of the city, either as it was in Our Sa- 
viour’s time, or as it was afterwards rebuilt by 
Adrian, fcarce one {tone being left upon another. 
Liven the very fituation is altered; for Mount Sion, 
the moft eminenc part of the Old Jerufalem, is now 
excluded, and its ditches filled up; whilft the places 
adjoining to Mount Calvary, where Chrift is faid to 
have {uftered without the gate, are_now almolt in 
the centre of the city.” With refpeét to its prefent 
ftace, the Turks call it Cudfembaric. It is thinly in- 
habited: the walls are weak, and without baftions, 
the ditch inconfiderable. ‘Phe gates are fix in num- 
ber, viz. Damaicus, St. Stephen’s, Flerod’s, Ster- 
guilina, Bethlehem, and Mounc Sion Gate; befide 
the Golden Gate, which is fhut up, on account of 
a prophecy which the Turks have among them, that 
by that gate the Chriftians are to take Jerufalem. 
The ftreets are narrow, and the houfes mean. _Pil- 
grims and travellers, who flock from all parts, either 
through devotion or out of curiofity, are the prin- 
cipal fupport of the city. A ‘urkifh baffa refides 
here, to keep good erder, colleé& the Grand Seigz- 
nior’s revenues, and protect the pilgrims from the 
infults of the Arabs. No European Chriltian is 
permitted to enter the city till the requifites duties 
are dilcharged; nor cana ftranger lately ftay here, 
without being upon good terms with the Latin fa- 
thers. The pilgrims principal obje&t is the church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, ficuated upon Mount Cal- 
vary. It is 109 paces in length, and 60 in breadth. 
The workmen were obliged to reduce the hill to a 
plain area, in order to lay the foundation: but great 
precaution was ufed not to alter any part of it 
where our Saviour’s Paffion was concerned. The 
fcene of the Crucifixion is left entire, being about 
12 yards fquare, and ftands at this day fo much 
higher than the floor of the church, that it is al- 
cended to by 21 fteps. The Holy Sepulchre, which 
was originally acave hewn out in the bottom of the 
rock, may be now compared to a grotto ftanding 
above ground, and having the rock cut away, and 
levelled all round. The walls of the church of the 
Holy Sepulchre are of ftone, and the roof of ce- 


dar. The eatt end enclotes Mount Calvary, and the 
weit the Holy Sepulchre: the former is covered 
with a fuperb cupola, fupported by 16 large co- 
lumns, and open at top. Over the altar there ts 
another fine dome: the nave conflicutes the choir; 
and the fides of the church contain the molt remark- 
able places where the circumttances of Our Sa- 
viour’s Paffion were tranfaéted, cogether with the 
tombs of Godfrey and Baldwin, the two firft Chrif- 
tian kings of Jerufalem. In the church of the Cruci- 
fixion the hole is fhewn where it is faid the crofs was 
fixed. Vhe altar has three crofles, richly adorned, on 
it, particularly with four lamps of immenie value, 
which are kept contflantly burning. ‘The cloiiter 
round the fepulchre is divided into fundry cha- 

xcls. Lhe Latins, who take care of the church, 

live apartments on the north-welt fide; but they 
-are never fuffered to go our, the Turks keeping the 
keys, and furnifhing them with provifions through 
a wicker. Some grand ceremonies are performed at 
after, reprefenting Chrifl’s paffion, crucifixion, 
death, and refurrection. Ac duflk the pilgrims and, 
monks meet in the chapel of the apparition: the 
lights are extinguifhed, and a fermon preached by 
ene of the Latin priefts : then cach being furnithed 
with a lighted taper, all walk in proceffion round 
the church. ‘Phey ftop firft at the Pillar of Flagel- 
lation, where an hymn is fung, and a fermon preach- 
ed: thence they proceed to the Chapel of the Priton, 
to hear another hymn, and another fermon, Act the 
Chapel of the Divifion of the Garment, to which 
they go next, an hymn is fung, but no fermon 
preached. They then procced to the Chapel of De- 
rifion, the altar of which is fupported by two pil- 
Jars; and underneath is a piece of greyifh marble, 
on which they fay the foldiers placed Chrift when 
they crowned him with thorns, and mocked him, 
faying, * Hail, king of the Jews!” Here a fermon 
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is preached, and a fourth hymn is fung. ‘Vhey nexe 
enter another chapel, parted from the former only 
by a curtain, and advancing to the calt end, come 
to the very fpot on which Our Redeemer was cru- 
cificd. This chapel is covered all over with Mofaic 
work; and in the middle of the pavement are fome 
marble {tones of feveral colours, defigned to fhew 
the very place where Our Lord's blood fell, when 
his hands and feet were pierced : it is adorned with 
13 lamps, and_a candleflick with 12 branches. An 
hymn is here fung, and a fermon preached on fome 
text relative to the Paffion. Then two friars, who 
perfonate Jofeph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, 
come with great folemnicy to the crofs, and take 
down the image that refembles Chrift, which they 
put in a winding fheet, carry it co the {tone of unc~ 
tion, and fing an hymn over it. A fermon is then 
preached in Arabic, and thus the ceremonials con~ 
clude. On Mount Moriah, inthe fouth part of the 
city, ftands an edifice called Solomon’s Temple, 
which is fituated upon the fame fpot as the ancient 
temple; butitis uncertain by whom it was ereéted, 
The middle part, where the Jewifh Sanétum Sanc-~ 
torum was fuppoicd to have f{tood, is converted into 
a Turkifh mofque. The priefts, and other Chrif- 
tians, are kept miferably poor by the tyranny of the 
government, and have fearce any fubfiftence, but 
what they procure by accommodating ftrangers with 
food and lodging. The royal fepulchres, without 
the walls of Jerufalem, are fome of the moft clabo- 
rate, curious, and magnificent antique remains that 
imagination can conceive. By whom they were 
built is uncertain, but they confift of a great num- 
ber of apartments, moft of which are fpacious, all 
cut our of the marble rock. Near Jerufalem is a 
{pot of ground, of 30 yards long, and 50 broad, 
which is now the burial place of the Armenians. 
It was formerly the aceldama, field of blood, or 
potter’s field, purchafed with the price of Judas’s 
treaion, as a place of interment for ftrangers. It 
is walled round, to prevent the Turks from abufing 
the bones of the Chriftians: but one half of it is 
occupied by a charnel houfe. The moft remark- 
able places round about Jerufalem, are Mounts 
Olivet, Calvary, and Gihon, the vallies of Jeho- 
fhaphat, Hinnone, and Rephaim; and the towns 
of Nebo, Gibeon, Gibeah, Gilgal, Bethel, and 
Jericho, 

Joppa, 
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Joppa, or Jaffa, as itis at prefent called, is fitu- 
ated on the Mediterranean coaft. It was anciently 
the principal fea-port town to Jerufalem and all Ju- 
dea, and the place where the cedars of Lebanon, 
brought in floats from Tyre for building the tem- 
ple, were landed. It was pleafantly feated on a rock, 
in a beautiful plain, and fituated in 30 deg. 2c min. 
north latitude, and 35 deg. 3 min. eaft longitude. 
Jonas here embarked for Nineveh: and from the 
hiftory of his miraculous voyage, the ftory of An- 
dromeda was fabricated by the heathen poets: for 
their fea-monfter was no other than the Leviathan 
mh the facred writings, and the whale of the mo- 

erns. 





*¢ FTuge Leviathan unwieldy moves, 

“© And thro’ the waves a living ifland roves: 

*¢ In dreadful paftime terribly he fports, 

“© And the vaft ocean fcarce his weight fupports: 
<¢ Where’er he turns, the hoary deeps divide; 

** Le breaths a tempeft, and he fpouts a tide.” 
Broome. 


We cannot help adding the fublime defcription 
given by Job of this tremendous creature, which 
the ancients fo terribly dreaded, and which the mo- 
derns have found the means not only to fubdue, but 
to render fubfervient to many domettic ufes. 


*¢ His bulk is charg’d with fuch a furious foul, 
se That Flouds of imoak from his fpread noftrils 
ro 

*¢ As from a furnace; and, when rous’d his ire, 
“¢ Wate iffues from his jaws tn ftreams of fire. 
“* The rage of tempeft, and the roar of feas, 
*¢ This great fuperior of the ocean pleafe. 
** Strength on his ample fhoulders fits in ftate; 
“© His well-join’d limbs are dreadfully complete. 
“* His flakes of folid flefh are flow to part: 
“© As fteel his nerves, as adamant his heart. 
** Large is his front; and, when his burnifh’d eyes 
“* Litt their broad lids, the morning feems to rile. 
<< His paftimes, like a cauldron, botl the flood, 
*§ And blacken ocean with the rifing mud : 
** The billows feel him as he works his way, 
** His hoary footfteps fhine along the fea.” 

Dr. Youne’s Job. 


Jt was in Joppathat St. Peter raifed Dorcas to 
life, and received the meffengers of Cornelius. 
Though it, was anciently a very magnificent town, 
and a great commercial mari, yet the harbour was 
never commodious, on account of feveral rocks, 
which render the paffage into it dangerous. It lay 
for many ages in ruins, but of late hath been much 
improved, though it itill falls beneath its original 
fplendor. The Tower ground towards the fea is co- 
vered with good houfes, chiefly of ftone. The prin- 
cipal commodities are Ramah and Jerufalem foap. 
Rice, and other articles, are brought from Egypt, 
and exported from hence to various places, which 
yields the baffa of Gaza a confiderable annual in- 
come. The inhabitants are fupplied with water 
from an excellent fpring on the weft fide of the 
town. The Chriftians now haveno church, except 
one almoft in ruins, and uncovered; but they have 
Several handiome houfes appropriated to their ufe, 
and for the entertainment of pilgrims. Jaffa at pre- 
fent, on the Mediterranean coat, was the head fea- 
port town to Jerufalem, and all Judea, where the 
timber of Lebanon, brought in floats from Tyre 
for building the temple, was landed; it being near 
about thirty miles north-weft from Jerufalem, very 
pleafantly fituated ona rock, ina beautiful plain. It 
is faid to have been firft built by Japhet, and from 
him takes its name Japho, fincemoulded into Joppa; 
and heathen geographers fpeak of it as very ancient. 
It was famed, in the time of the Maccabees, for the 
Jews burning the Syrian fleet before it. Its name is 
now pronounced and written Jaffa, or Japha; and 
though it has nothing left of irs ancient beauty, but 
its charming profpect, yet its condition appcars 
much amended fince Sir Paul Lucas was here in 
1707. At prefent the lower ground, towards the fea, 
is covered with good houfes, moftly ftone; and the 
town carries on aconfiderable trafic. Great quan- 


tities of rice, and other commodities, are brouche 
from Egypt. Ships of ‘-burthen_can conveniently 
ride in the road; and on the weft fide, near the fhore 
a charming fpring of water fupplies the town. The 
Chriftians have here no church but one, almoft ru. 
inated and uncovered; but they have commodious 
houtes to entertain pilgrims. : 


Jorpan (River), rifing from the lake of Phiala, 


enters the Samachonite lake, whence proceeding, jg Jods. 


divides the Sea_ of Tiberias, and thence difcharges 
itfelf into the Dead Sea. The origin of its name 
or names, is fomewhat obfcure. It being by far the 
principal ftream in thot parts, is, by way of emi- 
nence, called ‘* The River,” the reft in the country 
being comparatively meré brooks. It is remark. 
able, that, in harveft-cime, it is moft full, and aptto 
overflow its banks, contrary to the general nature of 
rivers, which are fulleft in winter; whence it may 
have been that fome have imagined a fubterranean 
communication between this and the Nile. The 
Jordan, from_the accounts of modern travellers, 
feems very different from what it was formerly. Its 
ftream is fo {trong and rapid, that a man cannot ftem 
it in fwimming: the dimenfions are by no means 
large; and the water is turbid, the natural confe- 
quence of its rapidity. Iris very wholefome, and in- 
corruptible in its nature; was formerly fordable in 
fome places, and may ftill be fo. It feems alfo to 
have been formerly croffed in boats and ferries. - 


K. 


Eran is reckoned among the cities of Judah, 

and it appears, from feveral circumftances, that 
it lay on that part of Judah which adjoined the 
country of the Philiftines. 


KiryaTH-JEARIM, very often mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, is exprefsly reckoned in Jofhua among the 
cities of the tribe of Judah, and faid to lay in the 
north border of thar tribe, not far from Beththe- 
mefh. It had its name from Mount Jearim, on or 
near which it lay. 


L. 


IBANUS, or Lebanon, the moft confiderable 
mountain in Coelo Syria, or between Syria and 
Paleftine, is of prodigious height, as well as extent. 
The cedars of Lebanon are frequently mentioned 
in Scripture, the few of which now ftanding are 
near a monaftery, called Canobine, about ten hours 
journey from ‘Lripolis. Thefe cedar trees bear 
leaves much refembling our juniper, and are green 
all the year: but in the large ones the top {preads 
itlelf into a perfeét round; whereas the finalier af- 
{cends in form of a pyramid, and like the cypreis. 
They bear the ufual fruit, which is a kind of large 
apple, like that of the pine, only fmoother, and of 
a browner colour. Various varieties, and fingular 
benign qualities, are attributed to the wood of this 
tree. 


Lyppa lay north, not far off, but fomewhat more 
inland, from Joppa. It was called Diofpolis by the 
Gentiles: but, from the Chriftians, in the time of the 
oly War, it had the name of St. George’s, prin- 
cipally from a very erroneous opinion that St. 
George had there fuffered martyrdom; and they _alfo 
made it, on that miftaken account, an epifcopal fee. 


M. 


h ADIAN is the Modiana of Prolemy, and Mi- 

dian, or Madian, of Scripture, an 
of Arabia, at prefenc little better than an heap of 
ruins, fituate on the eaft fhore of the Sea Al Kolzom, 
at no great diftance from the gulph of Ailah. Moft 
authors agree that the Midianites ought to be look- 
ed upon as the defcendants of Abraham by Ketu- 
rah, who was afterwards feen to have coalefced with 
the Ifhmacelites, fince Mofes names the fame mer- 
chants, who fold Jofeph to Potiphar, in one place 

Ifhmaelites, and in another Midianites. 
Mananaim 


was a city Mile 


Mahanaim. 


Makkedah. 
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Matianaim (i.e. two camps or hofts) was fituate 
between Mount Gilead and the River Jabbak, not 
far trom the_latrer. By this were the confines of 
the tribe of Gad and half tribe of Manaffeh, that 
were on the eaft of Jordan. Ie became a'place of 
great {trength, and therefore feems to have been 
chofen by Abner for the royal feat of Ifhbofheth 
during the war between him and David; and for the 
like reafon it feems to have been made choice of 
tor the retiring place of David during the rebellion 
of Abfalom. 


Maxxepan is reckoned among the cities given 
to Judah. Ie ftood eight miles to the eaft of Lleu- 
theropolis. 


Maon (into the wildernefs of which David with- 
drew from that of Ziph) was a neighbouring town 
to Carmel. Hence ir is faid of Nabal, (1 Sam. 
xxy. 2.) ** There’‘was a man in Maon, whofe pol- 
“* feffions were in Carmel,” and Nabal, though he 
might dwell in Maon, is yer ftiled Nabal the Car- 
melite, from the place where his eftate lay. 


Maran. A certain traveller informs us, that, in 
paffing trom Shur towards Mount Sinai, they came 
into the defert, as it is itill called, of Marah, where 
the Hraelites met with thofe bitter waters, or waters 
of Marah. And as this circumilance did not hap- 
pen till after they wandered three days in the wilder- 
nels, we may probably fix it at Corondel, where is 
a ftmall rill of water, which, though diluted by the 
dews and rains, {till continues to be brackifh. 


Massapa, in the tribe of Judah, was a famous 
fortreis, built by Judas Maccabeus, and reprefented 
as impregnable. ‘It was fituated on an high, craggy 
rock, inacceffible on all fides but one, and that very 
fteep and difficult. ‘The fiege of it by the Romans 
under Silva, the general of Titus, is one of the moft 
remarkable events in ancient hiftory. Notwith- 
ftanding the height and ruggednets of the rock it 
ftood on, yet, when you had gained the top, you faw 
an agreeable flat, fertile country, fo {pacious as to 
fupply the town with corn, fruit, &c. Herod the 
Great, finding it a place of fuch ftrength and im- 
portance, added new works and fortifications; and 
as it had no other fupply of water than from the 
clouds, he ordered feveral capacious cifterns to re- 
Ceive it, and ftored it with a prodigious quantity of 
provifions of all forts. He likewrfe built himfelf a 
fumptuous palace in it, thar, in cafe any revolt fhould 
happen, he might take refuge in a place fo well for- 
tified. The Romans called it Collis Achilea, 


Mepra, now the north-eaft partof Perfia, but once 
the feat of a potent empire, plainly derived its name 
from Madai, the third fon of Japhet; the Medes in 
Scripture being conftantly called Madai. In mo- 
dern terms it may be faid to be the fame country 
where are now the provinces called Aran, Schire- 


var, and Adzerbayan, with their fub-divifions. 


Mecrnpo appertained to the half tribe of Ma- 
naffeh on the weit of Jordan; but the Canaanites 
continued to dwell therein tributary to the Ifra- 
elites. Solomon rebuilt ir. Here died Ahaziah 
and Jofiah, kings of Judah. 


Me vitene, or Melitina, in Leffer Armenia, was 
a Roman caftle, with a garrifon, which the emperor 
Trajan made a city, appointing it to be the metro- 
polis of the whole country, whence, in procefs of 
time, it became one of the moft populous and 
wealthy cities in the eaft. It ftood on the banks of 
the Euphrates. The famous thundering legion be- 
longed to this place, being raifed. and generally 
quartered here. 


Mempuis is called in Scripture Moph and Noph, 
which name is fuppofed to be derived from Anfe- 
nophis, according to Sir Ifaac Newton, the fame 
perfon with Menes and Memnon, a prince that ei- 
ther buile or fortified it. The chief idol of the 
Eeyptians was here called Apis, which they wor- 

0. 58. 


fhipped in the fhape of a bull, anc always kept one 
in his temple, ‘The famous city of Cairo ts faid 
to have been built ouc of its ruins,‘on the eaftern 
fide of the Nile. : 


Micuaasn, in Judea, was in the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, fituated nine miles from Jerufalem, and be- 
tween it and Gibeon. LEufebius fays it was very 
confiderable in his time. 


Mycponia, or more properly Macedonia, is 
thought, by the learned, co be plainly denoted in the 
firft baok of Maccabces by the land of Chettim, 
Alexander being mentioned as coming from thence. 
Perfeus, king of Macedonia, is therein alfo called 
king of the Citims. But as this country was an- 
ciently inhabited by various nations, fo was it, for a 
long fucceffion_ of ages, diflinguifhed by different 
appellations, It was very anciently called Ama- 
thia; but afterwards the whole country, which the 
Greeks called Macedonia, received that denomina- 
tion, as fome fay, from king Macedo, defcended 
trom Deucalion; or, according to others, by an ealy 
change of Mygdonia, the name of one of its pro- 
vinces, into Macedonia. The acceffions of territory 
which Macedonia received, were made at different 
times, and on account of different wars. Pliny cells 
us, that no lefs than 140 different nations were feat- 
ed within its territory; and Mela confirms the mul- 
titude of different ftates, by {aying, it had about as 
many nations as cities. Irs form was irregular; bue 
its firuation excellent, in refpect to its being wafhed 
on the eaft by the Aégean Sea, and on the welt by the 
Jonian, which advantages, however, were never cul- 
tivated as they might have been; nor were the Ma- 
cedonians ever powerful at fea, though many noble 
bays and excellent harbours are to be found in their 
country. Macedonia abounded with moft forts of 
trees which were valuable for timber, fruit, or 
fhade. It had anciently many waftes and delerts. 
In procels of time no part ot Europe was better 
peopled, but fince it has been in the hands of the 
Lurks, great part lies uninhabited. It is rich in 
divers mines of gold; abounds with corn, patture, 
cattle, venifon; and, in fome parts, produces wine 
and oil. 


N. 


NABATHEA. According to St. Jerome, the 

country of the Nabathaans extended from 
the Euphrates to the Red Sea; fo that it compre- 
hended Arabia Deferta, and Sreat part of Arabia Pe- 
trea. The manners and cultoms of thele people 


were much the fame as thofe of Arabia, Ethiopia, 
&c. &c. 


Naim, or Nain, according to Eufebius, was a 
city fituated in the plain near Mount Tabor, and 
within two miles of it. Le places it at a {mall di- 
{tance from Eindor and Scythopolis. There was an- 
other city fo called in Idumea, where Simon, the fon 
pr eras: made his retreat after he had ftrongly for- 
tified it. ; 


Narora (to which Samuel retired with David) is 
fituated in Ramah, meaning the diftriét of Ramah, 
otherwife called Ramathaim Zophim, the birth- 
place, and ulual refidence, of the faid reat prophet. 


Neapotis, acity of note in Thrace, on the Egean 
Sea, between the river Strymon and the Neftus, the 
name fignifying only New City. One of the quar- 
ters of Syracule was fo called. 


Neorouis, in Judea. Neopolis, in Armenia Mi- 
nor, was built by Pompey, in memory of a fignal 
victory over Tigranes the Great, and thence called 
Neopolis Pompeii. 


Niveveu, or Ninus, in Affyria, (now Curdiftan,) 
is moft generally fuppofed to have been at firft built 
by Nimrod, not long after the Tower of Babel. 
Its name is generally thought to be taken from Ne. 
nies, the fon of Nimrod, and to bea compound, 

&§&M Neni-nave, 
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Mygdoni.. 


Nabathaa. 


Naim. 


Naioth 


Neapolia. 


Neopolis. 


Nineyeh, 


694 


Nifibis. 


Nob, 


Nod, 


Wlivet. 
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Neni-nave, i.e. The Dwelling of Ninus. It was 
feated on the banks of the Tigris, over againft where 
Meeul now ftands, and had increafed and grown 
fo prodigioufly large in the time of Jonas, who 
prophefied againft it, that ic was three days jour- 
ney long, or,.as others think, in circumference. It 
was allo fo ftrong as to be efteemed impregnable. 
However, it was at length taken and deftroyed, ac- 
cording to the prophecy of Nahum: and it isremark- 
able that Lucian, in one of his dialogues, fays, that 
Ninus (the prophane name of Nineveh) ‘‘ was io 
utterly deftroyed, that there remained no footfteps 
of it, nor could one tell fo much as where once it 
itood.” A new city, it is probable, was quickly 
built by the Medes, out of the ruins of the old, and 
called New Nineveh; but this was likewife deftroy- 
ed by Aftyages, the eighth Median king from Ar- 
baces, for its frequent revolts: and to_io low a de- 
Sree was it brought in the time of Cyril, bifhop 
of Alexandria, in the middle of the fifth century, 
that he tells us there was nothing to be feen of it 
but great heaps of rubbifh: and yet we find a 
third Nineveh deftroyed by the Saracens, as it is 
fuppofed, fome hundred years after. At a {mall 
diltance from the ruins of Nineveh is a Turkith 
mofque. 


Nisrgrs was once a large, populous, and opulent 
city; but is at prefent defcribed_as a town in Diar- 
beker, about 35 miles from the Tigris, and but the 
fhadow of what it once was; though it is {till the 
refidence of a’ Turkith Sangiac. In fine, it is little 
more than a village; though arches, gates, and the 
remains of a noble church, are yet to be feen. Its 
territory is fruitful, and, when cultivated, produces 
corn, wine, and various fruits, the chief bufinefs being 
agriculture. About two miles to the eaft is a good 
river, with a very noble ftone bridge: and all the 
way between the town and it, pieces of old walls, 
and a large arch, whereby it is fuppofed the city 
anciently reached guite to thatriver. Nifibis ftands 
weit trom the celebrated Ur of the Chaldees, be- 
tween it and the Tigris. 


Nos was a facerdotal city. By the prophet Ne- 
hemiah it is reckoned among the cities of Benja- 
min. It feems, therefore, to have been added to the 
priefts, and that occafionally, when the ark was at 
Kirjath-jearim, it being moreover not nominated 
among thofe that were affigned to them at firft. 


Nop, the land of, to which fugitive Cain, under 
anapprehenfion that every onewho found him would 
fay him, by divine order, retired, and therein built 
a_city,.calling it Enoch, after the name of his fon. 
Where this land of Nod (which word fignifies fu- 
gitive or wandering) was fituate, is thought not 
quite certain. No remains of the name Nod it- 
felf, as a land, are now to be found. : 


O. 


Olver Mount, or the Mount of Olives, called, 
by the Jews, in their language, the Mount of 
Unétion, or the Mount of Olives, or Oil. It was 
alfo termed the Mountain of Three Lights, becaufe 
lighted on the weft by the fire of the altar, recei- 
ving on the eaft the light of the fun, and producing 
much oil, .the aliment of light. It ftands a fabbath 
day’s journey (1. e. eight furlongs, or one mile) eaft 
trom Jerufalem, commanding an extenfive profpect, 
as being the loftieft eminence in its neighbourhood, 
It was once famous for fertility, and was thus de- 
{cribed by an author of the 7th century. ‘* Few or 
no trees are there to be found, except the olive and 
vine, according to the report of Acculfus; but wheat 
and barley there flourifh in a moft kindly manner, 
for the nature of the foil is quite productive.” With 
relpect to the Turks, notwithftanding their pre- 
tended veneration for this mount and its circum- 
itances, it is more than fufpeéted it is not out of 
real devotion, but for lucre’s fake, and to exaét 
money from the popifh pilgrims, and travellers of 
curiofity, for admiffion to fee them. 


{ 


| north fide of the city. 


Ornir. The acuteft, niceft, and moft fazacions 


writers are much ata lois to find out a certain fettle. 


ment for Ophir. It is by feveral.fuppofed + 
the place whither Solomon fent thine eves eee 
years from Ezim-geba to fetch gold. is Opinion 
fome would have fupported by feveral edifices 
which feem to have been erected here by foreigners’ 
as they have infcriptions in unknown charaéters. 
Befides, fome fay the inhabitants boaft of having 
books, proving thatthe Ifraelites, in Solomon’stime 
failed every third year to thele ports to fetch gold, 


P. 


ALESTINE, or Judaza, is fituated between 31 de 
30min. and 32 deg. 20 min. north lat. and from 
34 deg. 50 min. to 37 deg. 15 min. eatt long, being 
bounded by the Mediterranean fea on th welt, 
Syria and Pheenicia on the north, Arabia Deferra 
on the eaft, and Arabia Petraza on the fouth. {t 
is therefore near 200 miles in length, and about 8 
in breadth towards the middle, but increafes or di- 
minifhes 12 or 15 milesin other places. The longeft 
day is about 14 hours 15 minutes. The air of Judza 
is the moft falubrious and pleafant imaginable, nej- 
ther heat or cold are felt in the extreme, but an 
agreeable ferenity diffufes itfelf throughout the 
year, which puts the ftranger in mind of the golden 
age: 


“The flowers unfown in fields and meadows 
** reign’d, . 2 : 

** And weftern winds immortal {pring main- 
** tain’d,” 


Though the climate of this country is at prefent 
the moit admirable in the univerfe, we have no 
doubt but that, in the early ages of the world, when 
the paftoral life was the moft honourable, and agri- 
culture the moft refpected employ, it even exceeded 
its prefent excellency, by means of the general cul- 
tivation of the country. Of the richnefs and ferti- 
lity of. its foil we have the moft authentic teftimo- 
niles; in particular, that it abounded in corn, wine, 
oil, honey, pomegranates, dates, figs, citrons, 
Oranges, apples of Paradile, fugar-canes, cotton, 
hemp, flax, cedars, cyprefies, and a great variety of 
other ftately, fragrant, and fruitful trees, balm of 
Gilead, and other precious drugs, &c. cattle, fowls, 

fh, game, and other delicacies, as well as neceffaries 
of lite. Indeed, whoever confiders the very {mall 
extent of Judea, will be fenfible that nothing but 
juch aftonifhing fertility could enable it to main- 
tain uch a number of inhabitants as refided in it in 
the time of king David, fince they amounted to 
6,c00,c00. ‘Ihe produce of the land not only fub- 
fifted this prodigious multitude, but there was a fuf- 
ficient fuperfluity to fend to Tyre, and other places, 
for exportation. Yet the foil was only cultivated fix 
years in feven, as the feptennial year was always a 
time of reft from the affairs of agriculture. It isto 
be obferved, that the whole of the country was cul- 
tivated, and that woods, parks, wafte grounds, &c. 
were unknown. It is now unhappily inhabited by 
fome of the moft indolent people exiiting; yet Dr. 
Shaw informs us, that, with a little cultivation, it 
would yield as much as it did in the days of king 
David and king Solomon. 


Patmyra, as called by the Greeks and Romans, 
Tadmor in the Wildernefs in the Scripture, Palmira 
and Thadamor by Jofephus, Tadmor and Tatma by 
the Arabs and Syrians, ftood about fifteen miles 
eaft of Damatcus. The air is exceeding good, but 
the foil now barren, (though it formerly had perpe- 
tual fprings, and yielded fruit and corn,) afford- 
ing nothing green but a few palm-trees in gardens, 
and fome {cattered up and down. . 

Palmyra in the defarts of Arabia, or, as by the 
Scripture tiled, Tadmor in the Wildernefs, is amo 
awful fpectacle. ‘* As you approach (/fays Dr. 
Bankes, in bis Syftem of Geegraphy) the firft ob- 
ject which prefents itfelf is a ruinated caftle, on the 
From it you defery Tad- 

mor, 


g. Paleitice, 
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mor, enclofed on three fides by long ridges of 
mountains. Southward of it is a vaft plain, extend- 
ing far beyond the fight. The city muit have been 
ot large extent, from the fpace now taken up by its 
ruins; among which live about thirty or forty mi- 
ferable famihes, in huts of dirt, within a {pacious 
court, which once enclofed a magnificent temple. 
This court hath a ttately high wail of Jarge fquare 
itone, adorned with pilatters both within and with- 
out, and are about fixty oneach fide. 7 he’ beau- 
tiful cornices have been beaten down by the Turks. 
Towards the centre are the remains of a cattle, 
fhrouding the fragments of a temple of exquifite 
beauty, as appears by what is itill ftanding of ics 
entrance, viz. two {tones thirty-five feet long, car- 
ved with vines and cluflers of grapes. In the great 
court are the remains of two rows of very noble 
marble pillars, thirty-feven féet high, with capitals 
finely carved; and the cornices mutt have been of 
equal elegance. Fifty-eight of thei pillars are en- 
tire. There mutt have been many more, as it appears 
they went quite round the court, fupporting a mott 
fpacious double piazza, ‘The walks on_ the weit 
fide of this piazza, which face the front of the tem- 
ple, feem to have been grand and fpacious; and at 
each end are two niches for ftatues at length, with 
pedeftals, borders, fupporters, canopies, &c. carved 
with inimitable art. Whe fpace within this once 
beautiful enclofure is (or rather was) encompafted 
by another row of pillars of a diterent order, fifty 
feet high; fixteen of which are yet ftanding. The 
temple was ninecy feet long, and about terty broad. 
Its grand entrance, on the weit, appears, by what re- 
mains of it, to have been che moft magnificenc in the 
world. Over a door-way, in the remaining walls, 
you trace a {pread-cagle : and here are the fragments 
of cupids, as well as of eagles, moft finely imitating 
nature, on large ttones mouldering on the earth. 
Nothing of the temple ftands but the walls, the 
window-places of which are narrow at top, but 
richly adorned with fculpture. In the middle is a 
cupola, all one folid piece. Leaving this court and 
temple, your cyes are faluted with a great number 
of pillars of marble, fcatrered for neara mile. To 
the north you havea tlately obelifk before you, con- 
fitting of feven large ftones, befides its ca pital, 
grandly fculptured. It is more than fifty feet high, 
and is twelve feet and an half in circumference juft 
above the pedeltal; and ic is imagined a {tatue once 
ftood uponit. Fatt and welt of this, at the diftance 
of about a quarter of a mile, is another obelifk, 
that jeems to have correfponded with the fir(t men. 
tioned; and, according to the fragment of a third, 
it fhould feem that there was a continued range of 
them. On one of them, which is about forty feer 
high, there isa Greek inIcription, commemorating 
two patriots: and about an hundred paces from it 
is a large and lofty entrance, leading to a grand 
piazza, adorned with marble pillars, on molt of 
which there are infcriptions. A little farther on- 
ward, tothe left, are the remains of a ftately pile of 
remarkable fine marble, twenty-two feet long. On 
the welt fide of the piazza are feveral openings for 
gates; two of which.appear to have been the mofkt 
juperb that ever captivated the human eye, both in 
point of grandeur of work in general, and the beau- 
tiful porphyry pillars with which they were adorned. 
Haftward of the piazza are a great number of feat. 
tered marble pillars, moft of which have been de- 
prived of their elegant capitals. A little ruined 
temple lies mouldering ar a fhort diftance, which 
appears to have been a very curious ftruéture. But 
of all the venerable remains, none more attract the 
admiration than the magnificent fepulchres towards 
the north of the city, extending a mile and more, 
and which, at a diftance, have the appearance of tops 
of decayed churches, or baftions of ruined forti_ 
fications.” The magnificent city of Palmyra is 
mentioned in the Arabic tranflation of the Chro- 
nicles, as fubfifting before the days of Solomon. 
But John of Antioch, furnamed Malala, fays, thatit 
was built by Solomon, and on the very fpot where 
his father flew the Philiftine chief. He affirms that 
the city was built in commemoration of that memo- 
rable action. We find, in the ninth chapter of the 
firft book of Kings, and the eighth of the fecond of 


Chronicles, that Solomon erected a city in a wilder- 
nefs, and called ic Tadmor: that dome time after- 
wards, the Greeks and Romans diltinguifhed it by 
the name of Palmyra, even while its frit name was 
{lil retained by the Syrians: and this is contirmed 
by St. Jerome, why fays, that Tadmor and Palmyra 
are the Syrian and Greek names of the fame place: 
and the country Arabs, even at this time, call ic by 
the former name. In this circumilance they are re- 
markably particular, preferving the ancient denomi- 
nation of places through various revolutions, Vhus 
the Acca of the Old Teftament is at this day called 
by them Acca; and the Greek name Prolemais, in 
which that of Acca was tor fome time immured, Is 
loft through difuie. Not thar human judgment can 
pretend to advance, however, that Palmyra was ac- 
tually the work of Solomon: an opinion only can 
be offered, concurrent with that of the prefenc inha- 
bicants, who fay, all thefe things were done by So- 
Jomon, the fon of David. However, tuch tractures 
as might have been ereéted by Solomon we will 
fuppofe to have been entirely demolifhed by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who, in his march to the fiege of Jeru- 
falem, deftroyed this city, as we are aftured by John 
of Antioch. It was afterwards beautifully repaired 
by Adrian; then deflroyed by Antiochus, and re- 
buile by Aurelian; and at laft totally demolifhed by 
the ignorant and bigoted Turks, under whole ty- 
ranny the whole country lies wafte. The greateft 
figure Palmyra ever made in hittory was in the reign 
of Galliennus, under whofe fhameful indolence the 
Roman glory in the caft became confiderably ob- 
{cured ; when Odenathus, joining that emperor’s 
party, colleéted the poor remains of the difcomfited 
Romans in Syria, whom he led againit Sapor, the 
Perfian monarch, put his army to flight, and ad- 


‘vanced with his victorious troops to Ctephilon, the 


capital of the empire. On his return trom this ex- 
pedition, full of riches and honours, and revered by 
the Romans, he was unanimoufly proclaimed Au- 
guitus, and co-partner in the empire with Galli- 
ennus. Such of the accounts of Odenathus as have 
reached pofterity, ferve rather to heighten than gra- 
tify the human curiofiry. He was a native of Pal- 
myra, and fo admirable a politician, that he, for a 
while, held the balance of power between the empire 
of Perfia and Rome. He drove the Goths out of 
Afia Minor, where they had committed the moft 
violent ravages: and this was his laft Breat action, 
in which, it was apprehended, he was treacheroufly 
Main by Mzonis, his kinfman. His fon, Herodotus, 
foon afterwards iuffered the fame fate: nor did 
Meeonis long furvive, being cut to pieces by the 
foldiery. 

The fortune of the beautiful Zenobia, queen of 
Odenathus, is well worthy the attention of our 
readers. The viciffitudes which this lady expe- 
rienced were various and furprifing, and her charaéter 
great and extraordinary ; though her memory is 
tarnifhed with the fufpicion of her having been 
privy to the deaths of her hufband and fon. The 
perion of Zenobia was graceful and genteel ; her com- 
plexion dark brown; her eyes blac, and fparkling 
with uncommon luftre ; her teeth beautifully white; 
her countenance fprightly ; her air noble; and her 
voice clear and powerful. Her ftrength was unufu- 
ally great. She inured herfelf much to fati ue, was 
fond of riding, and would fometimes march on foot 
at the head of her troops. In council fhe.was cir- 


-cum{pect and prudent; in executing bold and de- 


termined. She could be open or referved, mild or fe- 
vere, as occafion required. She was Senerous, but 
not profufe; and obferved inviolably the chafteft 
rules of female honour. No woman was better ac- 
qs with hiftory than this accomplifhed queen: 
he was miltrefs of the Greek and Egyptian tongues, 
as well as of the Latin, which fhe tranflated into the 
former. She boafted herfelf defcended from Pto- 
lemy, and reckoned Cleopatra among her anceftry. 
That Zenobia attended her hufband in the field 
there is not the leaft doubt, fince the emperor Aure- 
lian paffes the higheft encomiums on her military 
prowefs. She affumed, after the death of Odena- 
thus, the reins of Sovernment, in the name of her 
children, and renouncing all alliance with Rome, 
attacked, and totally routed, the army of Flera- 
clianus, 
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clianus, the Roman general, who was fent againft 
the Perfians, he himfelf narrowly efcaping from fall-~ 
ing into her hands. She afterwards, while the exi- 
gency of public affairs called the attention of Clau- 
dius nearer home, afferted an hereditary right to the 
dominion of Egypt, as being defcended trom Pro- 
lemy; and having fecured a {trong party there in 
her favour, fhe fent thither Zabdas, an experienced 
and gallant officer, who had ferved under Odena- 
thus; and he, defeating the Egyptian army, pof- 
feffed himfelfof the province in the nameof Zenobia. 
The Palmyrenes, however, were afterwards routed, 
and nearly driven from their new acquilitions; bur 
taking advantage of Probus, the Egyptian preefedt, 
who, in ‘endeavouring to cut off the retreat of the 
vanquifhed, difcovered his ignorance of the coun- 
try, they totally defeated his army, and himielf was 


‘taken prifoner; a difgrace which he could not out- 


live; but, dying by his own hand, left Zenobia 
miftrefs of Egypt. The progrefs of this heroic queen 
greatly alarmed Claudius, who being now near the 
end of the fecond year of his reign, refolved to turn 
his forces againft her; but was cut off by the plegue, 
at Syrmium in Pannonia. He was fucceeded by 
Aurelian, who was not, however, fecured in his 
power without fome trouble, and who, before he 
thought of relieving the eaftern empire, reformed 
the police at Rome, and reduced the Goths, Van- 
clals, and Germans. ‘Thefe great tafks being com- 
plied, he crofled the Bofphorus at Bizantium, and 
having taken Tyana, in Cappadocia, he proceeded to 
aintioch, of which he poffeffed himfelf by ftrata- 
gem. By two battles, one fought here, the other at 
Emefa, Aurelian recovered the eaftern_ provinces, 
and forced the queen to fhelrer herfelf within the 
walls of her capital. Having taken every neceffary 
precaution to fupply his army with provifions, Au- 
relian proceeded to Palmyra; not, however, without 
being confiderably harraffed by the Syrian banditti. 
Arriving at length before the walls of the city, he 
laid cloic fiege to it, and was gallantly refifted by 
the garrifon. Being wearied out with military ope- 
rations, the emperor had recourfe to negociations, 
and mace forme offers to. Zenobia, which fhe moft 
haughtily rejected, bidding him remember, that her 
anceftor Cleopatra preferred death to difhonour. 
This enraging Aurelian, he re-attacked with re- 
doubled vigour; and the befieged being at length 
reduced to the laft extremity, had no refource but 
that of applying to their allies, the Perfians, for re- 
lief, and this refolution being agreed on in coun- 
cil, Zenobia herfelf undertook the carrying it into 
execution, dnd, mounting a dromedary, fet out for 
Perfia, but was taken prifoner as fhe was about to 
crofs the Euphrates. Palmyra now foon furrender- 
ed, and the emperor took poffeffion. He fpared the 
inhabitants, but carried off the beft part of their 


‘ riches, Jeaving behind him a garrifon of fix hun- 


dred archers, who, fome years atter, were cut off by 
the inhabitants, moft of whom were, by the empe- 
ror’s command, in confequence of the maffacre, put 
to death, and the city quite ruined. The emperor, 
at Emefa, fet on foot an enquiry into the conduét of 
Zenobia: and here it was that fhe fullied her great 
charaéter, by betraying her beft friends, amon 

whom was Longinus, by whole advice it was that 
fhe had rejected the terms of peace which the em- 
peror Aurelian had propofed: for this he was or- 
dered to be executed; but his miftrefs was referved 
to grace a Roman triumph. She afterwards mar- 
ried, and had children, at Conche, on the road from 
Rome to the ancient ‘Tiber, where the emperor af- 
figned her fome lands, and the remains of her villa 
are at this day tobe feen. Palmyra was afterwards 
governed by the Romans: and, from _a Latin in- 
icription ftill extant, we difcover that Hierocles was 
for the fifth time prefident of the provinces, when 
Dioclefian here ereéted fome magnificent edifices. 
In the year of Chrift 400 the firit Illyfian legion 
was quartered here: but Procopius gives us reafon 
to imagine that che place was fo little regarded as to 
be fometimes !eft without agarrifon. The Roman 
hiftory makes no farther mention of Paimyra. Ac- 
cording to Benjamin Tudulenfis there were 2000 
Jews among the inhabitants in the twelfth century. 
We fhall conclude our account of this once grand 


and flourifhing city, with the following quotar} 
from an author on the fubjeét: * That Palen 
was uled as a place of itrength, is evident from alte. 
rations which have been made in the caftle on the 
hill, and the Temple of the Sun, which mut have 
been intended for defence, and are not more than 
five or fix hundred years old. The mott Perfect 
piece of antiquity is amaufoleum, upwards of feven.. 
teen hundred years old, with the Hooring entire, and 
an infcription {till legible, informing us that it was 
built by Jambelicus, fon of Mocimus, as a burial. 
Place for himfelf and family, in the year 314,” See 
Bankes’s much admired Syftem of Geography. 


Persia. The word Perfiais fuppofed to be only 
a corruption of the word Parthia, and that the mo. 
dern Perfians derive their name from their proge, 
nitors the Parthians, the ancient inhabitants of the 
country. The word itfelf implies an horfeman; and 
the Perfians and Parthians have always been famed 
for their fill in that exercife. Perfia includes all 
thofe countries which were anciently celebrated and 
known .by the names of Media, Parthia, part of 
Affyria, Aipcania, Colchis, Baétria, Iberia, and Su- 
fiana. It is bounded on the north by the Cafpian 
Sea, which feperates it from Ruffia; and on the 
north-eaft by the river Oxus, which divides it from 
fbec Tartary. The north-weft boundaries are the 
Daghiftan mountains, and the mountains of Aya- 
rat, which divide it from Circaffian Tartary. India 
is the eaftern boundary; the Indian Ocean, and the 
Gulphs of Perfia and Ormus, the fouthern; and 
Arabia and Turkey the weftern. The prodigious 
mountains of Ararat and Caucatus have long made 
a diftinguifhed figure in hiftory: nor hath that long 
chain of mountains, known by the name of Tauris, 
which run quite through the empire, been lefs cele- 
brated. From the diftraéted itate of Perfia for 
many fucceffive years, the political divifion of the 
provinces cannot be afcertained; but the moft re- 
markable places in the empire are, I{pahan, the me- 
tropolis, and refidence of the fophi; Schamachie, 
Ardehil, Sulthania, Cafwin, Rom, Refchd, Der- 
bent, Schiras, and the cities of Ormus and Gom- 
broon, on the Perfian Gulph. Thefe laft are much 
on the decline at prefent, though they were for- 
merly places of great commercial confequence. 
Moft of the European nations, particularly the 
Englith, have eftablifhed faétories at Gombroon, 
by means of which they carry on a trade with the 
Perfians, Turks, Tartars, Arabians, Armenians, 
Banyans, &c. The foil of Perfia is in moft parts 
very fertile, producing various kinds of grain, cattle 
of all kinds, game, and plenty of the choiceft fruits. 
The Perfian language is fpokenin common through- 
out the whole empire, but more correétly in fome 
provinces than others, The Turkith is the polite 
or court language; and the Arabic is the learned 
language, in which all the books on fublime fubjects 
are written. The {ciences flourifhed in Perfia be- 
fore they did in Europe; but the modern Perfians 
fall very fhort of the Europeans in every branch of 
learning. The grand epocha, by which they date 
all events, is the Hegira, or flight of Mahomet from 
Mecca, which took place in the year 622. They 
reckon twenty-four hours to the day, but do not 
fubdivide it into day and night as we do. As they 
begin their week on Saturday, Friday is their Sab- 
bath. Their year begins at the vernal equinox. 
Their folar and lunar years differ in the fpace 0 
twelve days, becaufe'they reckon but twelve moons 
to their lunar year. "The moft celebrated and fin- 
gular antiquities in Perfia, are the ruins of Perfe- 
polis; formerly a fuperb city, rill it was deftroyed 
y Alexander the Great, to oblige the Grecian cour- 
tezan Thais. Thefe ruins are about the diftance 
of thirty Englifh miles from the city of Schiras. 
They are fituated in a fine plain, which is about 120 
miles in length, and only fix or feven in breadth. 
This plain is overflowed with water feveral months 
in the year, which occafions it to be fo exceedingly 
fertile, particularly in rice, that it is covered wit 
little villages, or hamlets, to the number, as the in-, 
habitants alfert, of 880, including thofe which are 
fituated in the adjacent mountains. The ruins ap- 
pear like an amphitheatre, and are fituated in a kind. 
of 
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of femicircle, formed by the mountains. The an- 
cient palace of the Perfian monarchs, which was 
formerly called the houfe of Darius, and which the 
modern inhabitants term Chil-minar, or the Palace 
of Forty Pillars, is fituated at the foot of a moun- 
tain, which hath for time immemorial been known 
by the name of the Royal Mountain. Near the 
mountains are two ancient fepulchres of Perfian 
monarchs, the fronts of which are ornamented with 
various figures. Near Derbent there are the ruins 
of a wall which extend 50 leagues in length; and the 
wall is faid to have reached trom the Cafpian to the 
Fuxine feas; and on one fide of that city are above 
6000 grave-ftones, moit of which have Arabic in- 
feriptions. There is nor, perhaps, any kingdom or 
empire whatever which has undergone greater revo- 
lutions than that of Perfia, to recount which would 
be too extenfive ‘to be here admicted. We fhall 
therefore only mention the moft recent, which was 
occafioned by the celebrated Kouli Khan, who, in 
the year 1734, was fo exceedingly fuccelsful againtt 
the ‘Turks and ‘Vartars, as to conquer all the open 
country of Georgia and Armenia. In 1735 he de- 
ftroyed great part of the Turkifh army at Arpa 
Kavi. In 1736 the young Shah Abbas (the then 
emperor) died, when Kouli Khan convened the 
Perfian chiefs and nobles, and told them that they 
were at liberty to chufe an emperor. They there- 
fore unanimoufly begged him to accept of the 
crown, being, indeed, afraid to do otherwile. Hav- 
ing mounted the throne, he ruled the Perfians with 
a rod of iron, dettroying many of che royal family, 
and putting ro death all the nobility, except thole 
who were deemed idiots, or whofe underitanding 
he defpifed. He then feized many eftates, particu- 
Jarly the church Jands; and having concluded a 
peace with the ‘Curks and Ruffians, marched into 
the territories of the Great Mogul, defeated the ar- 
mies of that monarch, made himfelf mafler of 
Delhi, the capital of Hindoltan, took the Great 
Mogul himfelf prifoner, put multicudes to the 
tword, and plundered the empire of jewels, gold, 
and other alunbles to the amount of 87,500,000]. 
fterling, a greater treafure than any other monarch 
in any age or nation ever before poffeffed. Thele 
immente treafures he lodged in his hereditary prin- 
cipality of Chalat,; but did not truft the guarding 
of them either to Turks or Perfians, but to 12,000 
Georgians, all of whom were Chriftians. He then 
fubdued the Ufbeck Tarrars, and brought their 
country to be tributary to Perfia: after which he 
returned to I{fpahan, and feverely reprimanded his 
fon for the mal-adminiltration of affairs during his 
abfence. The year 1741 he fpent in quelling feve- 
ral infurrections. In all thefe expeditions he com- 
mitted unheard of cruelties. Among the rebels his 
eldeft fon proved one, for he attempted to murder 
him, but efcaped till the year 1742, when he was 
brought as a prifoner to his father, and had his eyes 
put out by order of that monarch. The Turks hav- 
ing, inthe year 1744, fet up a pretender to the throne 
of Perfia, who gave out chat he was a younger fon 
of the late emperor Shah Thomas, Kouli Khan fent 
one of his fons at the head of an army againft him. 
The pretended prince was defeated and taken pri- 
foner. Kouli Khan being informed of this, in a 
temporary fit of humanity, gave orders that he 
might be permitted to efcape: neverthelefs, he di- 
rested that 282 of his followers fhould be beheaded. 
in the year 1745 heagain marched againft the Turks, 
and defeated them; but in 1746 and 1747, he was 
entirely employed in quelling domeftic broils, and 
inteftine rebellions. He was now generally looked 
upon to be in a ftate of infanity. His actions were 
ufually abfurd, and always unaccountable: fome- 
times.a gleam of generofity and humanity would 
feem to direct his intentions, but avarice and the 
moft horrid cruelty at moft times predominated. 
de was, however, on the fecond of July, 1747, af- 
faffinated by five of the principal officers of his 
guards. This event happened thus: the confpira- 
tors entered his tent about one o’clock in the morn- 
ing, when one of them {tumbling over fome of the 
cords that faftened it, Kouli Khan waked, ftarted 
up, feized his fabre, and with one blow cut off 
pie hee of him who was next to him. He then 
0. 58, 


ftruck the next on the left fhoulder with fuch force; 
that the fabre lodged in the fpine or back bone, and 
ftuck fo fait that, before he could withdraw it, the 
remaining affaffins difpatched him, and cut off his 
head, which they took with them, and having bu- 
ried their companions, they retired. When the peo- 
ple heard of his death they were greatly rejoiced. 
They immediately put to death his blind fon, and his 
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grandfon, and even all his women, left any of them - 


fhould be pregnant by him; to much did they de- 
teit the breed of his cruel and bloody tyrant, who 
feems to have thrown Nero, and all the inhuman 
moniters of antiquity, ata diftance. Since the death 
of Kouli Khan, all has been, and {till is, anarchy and 
confulion in that unhappy country. Several of his 
family, as well as others, have been, and are, con~ 
tending for the empire; but as their various fuc- 
cefles, and the late revolutions, are not known in 
Europe, at leait not properly authenticated, we mult 
conclude our hiftorical obiervations on the Perflan 
empire. 


Perxia, anciently Bunemas, or Bunomia, in Ma- 
cedonia, was feated at the mouth of the river Ac- 
tius, and was the birth place of Philip, and his fon 
Alexander the Great, which Philip was there edu- 
cated. He therefore enlarged it, and made it the 
capital of Macedonia. It had in its neighbourhood 
the tomb of Euripides, the celebrated tragic poet. 
Ic now lies in ruins, and is, by the Greeks, called Pa- 
latifia; i.e. the Little Palace. Fine marbles are 
daily dug out of its ruins. Where were other places 
of the fame name. 


_Prnustum. Ancient Pelufium is now called the 
village Belbais, and ficuated on the Pelufia branch 
of the Nile, for which reajon Damiata is often taken 
for Pelufium. ‘This place is daid to have been fur- 
rounded with triple walls. 


Pewntez,or Penucl, (fignifying, Thelightof God,) 
fo called by Jacob, on recciving the bleffing after 
his wreitling wich the angel, was a place ncar the 
brook Jaddok. It became afterwards a city of note; 
for we find Gideon pulled down one of its towers 
becaufe they had denied him bread. It was rebuile 
by Jeroboam, who likewile erected three others. It 
ftood by the Jordan, and belonged to the tribe of 
Gad. Strabo mentions a city adjoining to T'ripolis, 
which was called by the fame name, at one end of 
Mount Libanus. 


Percamus, or Pergamos, a city of the greateft 
note in Afia Minor, but which, in time, became 
the metropolis of a feparate kingdom, faid to be 
founded about the year of Rome 47, and made a 
confiderable figure, was feated on a {pacious plain 
on the banks of the Caicus. Jt was the royal feat of 
the Attalic kings, and of EXumenes, and enriched 
with a library of 200,000 volumes; for the tranf- 
cribing of which parchment was here firft invented; 
and by the Latins thence called Charta Perga- 
mena, or Pergamenum. Ptolemy, king of Egypt 
gave occafion to this ufeful contrivance, by prohi- 
biting the exportation of the Papyrus, in order to 
defeat the defign of Eumenes, which was to caufe 
all the valuable books then extant to be carefully 
tranfcribed, and thereby make a collection that 
might vie with Alexander’s famed library at Alex- 
andria. Here were Jikewife invented thofe coftly 
hangings, by us called tapeftry, by the Romans 
named Aulza, from Aula, a hall, becaufe the hall 
of Atralus, who invented them, was the firft room 
adorned with this furniture. Galen, the famed bo- 
tanift and phyfician, was born in this city; and here 
Efculapius is faid to have praétifed phyfic. To 
{peak of it at prefent, Pergamos is not a very con~ 
fiderable town (in compariion) of Phrygia, in Afia 
Minor; but the plainaboutit is fo well watered bythe 
Pitanus, as well as the Caicus, which fall into the 
Hermus, that it is one of the moft fertile in this 
country, efpecially in corn. Ata finall diftance is 
another river, fmaller, and more rapid, called, by 
the ancients, Selenus, which falls into the Caicus a 
little below the town; on the other fide whereof is 
a ftately mofque, formerly a Chriftian church. The 
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ancient cathedral was dedicated to St. John; but 
nothing is now left of it, except fome of the walls. 
The Chriftians here now are but ten or twelve mi- 
ferable families,- who are allowed a church; but 
the Turks are faid to be between 2 and 3000 fouls. 
On the eaft fide ftands the ruinsof anancient palace; 
and many other antiquities are here and there feen, 
fuch as a parcel of fine marble columns; a noble 
bals-relief of aman on horleback, curioufly carved; 
the remains of an aqueduét, of which fix arches yet 
ftand over a brook, and farther fouth fix others, 
with {pacious vaults under them. 


Perra, the capital of Arabia Petrea, feems tohave 
been denominated, by the Hebrews, Selah, (2 Kings, 
xiv. 7.) both which words are of the fame import, 
viz. Rock, in Greek and Hebrew; Petra being but 
atranflation of Selah. St. Jerome intimates, thar, 
among the Syrians, it went by the name of Rekem, 
and that the latter was the fame town in the text juft 
quoted, ftiled Joktheel. Petra was the chief tor- 
trefs of the Idumzeans, Edomites, or Nabatheans, 
and derived its name from its rocky fituation. It is 
agreed, that it was acceffible only by one narrow 
path, which, with the fteepnefs of the afcent, rendered 
it almoftimpregnable. It was feated in a plain full 
of gardens, but furrounded with rocks, according 
to Strabo. Pliny fays nearly the fame, and that the 
Nabatheans inhabited the city of Petra, fituated in 
a plain watered by a river, and encompaffed by in- 
acceffible mountains. A great diverfity of opini- 
ons in this particular prevails among the moderns; 
but we fhall only obferve, that it is, by the appr OveS 
judicious, allowed moft probable that Errakim, 
or Arrakeh, a town in a north direction from Ha- 
Bra, near Caracha, feems to correfpond beft with 
the Petra of the ancients. ‘There were feveral other 
places which had the name of Petra; and particu- 
Jarly one in the third Paleftine; but then, as Jerome 
and Eufebius extend Palefline as far as the Red Sea 
to Elath, it comprehended Idumezea and Arabia Pe- 
trea. ’ 
PHASELUS was a tower in 


3 Jerufalem, of very 
Great circumference. 


Puiata Lake, fituated not far from the Sama- 
chonite Lake, in the Holy Land, is now known to 
be the true fource of the Jordan. That it was fo was 
long difputed ; but the doubt was decided by Phi- 
hip the Tetrarch, who cafting {traw or chaff into it, 
they came out at Panion. Thename, which fignifiesa 
phial, was common to other waters of the fame kind. 
It is fituated in the midft of a moft delightful coun- 
try, which is alfo fo well adapted for the carrying 
on of bufinefs, that marts or fairs are held there all 
the faummer by the neighbouring people. 


Puitippi properly belongs to Thrace, butis by 
moft geographers placed in Macedon, purfuant to 
the divifion ever fince the time of Philip, the father 
of Alexander, who, having reduced the country 
between the Strymon (the ancient boundary of Ma~ 
cedon) and the Neffus, or Neftus, added it to his he~ 
reditary kingdom, whence that track was ever after 
looked on as a part of Macedon. Itafterwards be- 
came a Roman colony. It was fituated on a rifing 
ground, abounding with fprings; having onthe north 
fide feveral hills, covered with woods; on the fouth 
a marfh, which reached tothe Aigean Sea; on the eaft 
the ftreights of Symbdon,; and on the weft a large 
plain extending to the Strymon. On this plain, the 
probable boundary between Macedon and Thrace, 
was the memorable battle between Brutus and 
Caffius, and Anthony and Oétavianus, afterwards 
Auguftus. St. Paul preached in this city, convert- 
ed many, and wrote to them from Rome the epiftle 
we have in the New Teftament by fuch title... To 
{peak of it in its prefent ftate, it is Gtuaced near the 
borders of Romania, about 190 miles from Con- 
ftantinople. The Greeks, we are told, {till call it 
Philippige (Land of Philtp.) The Grit ching ap- 
Parent to travellers is ‘the caftle on a mountain, 
very large, and the walls almoft entire. On the fe- 


veral hills, which furround this mountain, fhaiid 
divers fortrefles communicating with the caftle, be. 
ing encompaffed with large walls, which extend into 
the plain. Within the place are feveral heaps of 
free-ftones and pieces of marble, but no footfteps 
of buildings. There are a great number of edifices 
half demolifhed. It is natural to fuppofe here were 
ftately temples of white marble, fumptuous Palaces 
and magnificent monuments; the broken remains of 
all which afford beholders a grand idea of ancienr 
architecture. This town is ftill an archbifhop’s fee; 
but it retains nothing of its ancient {plendor, and 
is very thin peopled. 


_ Proremats. Ptolemy makes Ptolemais, and Barca, Pistts 


in Cyrenia, two different cities, placing the former 
in the ifland, the latter on_ the coaft. “This Ptole. 
mais 1s now commonly called Tolmeta, 


R. 


Axspatu, or Raean, (a word importing Brea€ Ruse, 


and populous,) the metropolis of the Am- 
monites, to diftinguifh it from the city of Moab, 
which borethe fame nameor epithet, was calledRab. 
bah of the children of Ammon. This capital feems 
to have been diftinguifhed into two Parts, Rabbah 
properly fo called, and the City of Waters. Whence 
thefe waters were derived to it, whether from the 
Jabbok, or from exuberant fprings in or about it, 
1s notdetermined. We have fome authority to fay, 
it was the moft delightful part of the city, and that 
the king’s houfe ftood there, from whence this part 
may have been ftiled the Royal City. This part 
(before which fell the brave Uriah) Joab took, and 
then fent to David, who came accordingly, with all 
his forces, and took the other part. Rabbah was 
alfo famous for being the place where the great iron 
bedftead of Of; king of Bafhan, was feen. In pro- 
cefs of time, this city was called Philadelphia, from 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, who fumptuoufly rebuilc it, 
and for ages was a city of eminence. 


Racasa was a fortrefs in the territory of the Ge- pis 
rafens, beyond Jordan. 


Rapuia, a city, is placed by Strabo and Livy in acs 
Phoenicia, by Ptolemy in Samaria, and by Pliny in 
Idumzea. Butas it ftood near Gaza, between itand 
Rhinocolura, it is by other geographers counted 
amongft thote of Paleftine. It ts particularly fa- 
mous for the decifive battle between Antiochus, 
king of Syria, and Prolemy Euergetes, wherein the 
former was defeated, forced to withdraw to An- 
tioch, and quit all his conquefts. 


_ Repuamm. The Valley of Rephaim, from a text ps 
in Jofhua, appears to lie near Jerufalem, in thecon- - 
fines at leaft of Judah and Benjamin. ‘Travellers 
inform us, that theroad from Jerufalem to Bethle- 
hem lies through this valley, famous for being the 
theatre of feveral victories obtained by David ovet 
the Philiftines. As to the Rephaims, confidered asa 
nation, race, or family, they are moftly placed in 
Bafhan, where reigned Og, the declared latt of their 
race. ‘They were, as the name manifefts, men ot 
gigantic ftature, that of Og himfelf being repre- 
tented by the fize of his beditead, &c. In the book 
of Genefis, the Rephaims are reckoned as one of the 
ten nations whofe land was promifed to the feed of 
Abraham. 


Rurnocotura was fituate near the mouth of the xs 
Bafan, (f{uppofed that called in fcriprure, River of 1+ 
the Wildernefs, ) and placed, by ancient geographers, 
fometimes in Syria and fometimes in Egypt, t 
which laft kingdom it once belonged. It is now, We 
are told, called Pharamica, and was ftrongly forti- 
fied during the holy war, to prevent the Turkih 
auxiliaries coming out of Egypt into Paleftint, 
fince which time it is gone.to decay, and is an i- 
confiderable place. et 

SABA 
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ABA in Arabia Felix. The Sabzi feem to have 
poffeffed a confiderable territory in the S. and 
beft parcof this peniniula. It was celebratedamongit 
the ancients for the vait quantity of trankincente it 
produced. Saba, its metropolis, according to an- 
cient geographers, ftood upon an hill at no confider- 
able diftance from the Red Sea, being a large, opu- 
lent and ftrong city. It was defended by a caille, 
and, as has been fuppofed by many learned men, to- 
gether with the Arab nation in general, the refidence 
of the queen of Sheba. The Arabs affert both the 
town and diftrict to have been to denominated from 
Saba, the fon of Jexhab, and grandfon of Joktan, 
whole name imports to lead into captivity, becaule 
he was the firft who reduced men to a itate of fervi- 
tude. The aforefaid Sheba is faid, befides this city 
of her name, to have built that famous mound 
which formed the vaft refervoir about it, by means 
whereof, it receiving all the waters that came down 
from the mountains, the kings of Yaman did not 
only fupply the inhabitants of Saba and their Jands 
with water, but likewife kepe the territories they 
had tubdued in greater awe, tor by cutting them off 
from a communication with ir, they could at any 
time greatly diftrefs them. This building ftood like 
a mountain above the city, and was by the Sabeans 
efteemed fo ftrong, that they were under no appre- 
henfion of its ever failing. Each family had a por- 
tion of the water diftributed by the aqueducts. But 
at length a mighty flood broke down the mound by 
night, while the inhabitants were afleep, and carried 
away the city with the neighbouring towns and pco- 
ple. This inundation in the Koran, ftyled, “¢ The 
Jnundation of Al-Aren,” occafioned fo terrible a 
dettrudtion, thac thenceforth it became proverbial, 
thus to exprels a total difperfion, ‘¢ ‘hey were gone 
and feattered like Sheba.” It is the mott recerved 
opinion that this cataftrophe happened about the 
time of Alexander the Great. 


Samaria (or Sebafte) was fituated in the tribe of 
Ephraim, 45 miles N. of Jerufalem. It was the 
capital city of the kingdom, and royai feat of the 
kings of Hrael, till a period was put to that king- 
dom. Hence Samaria often in the Old Teftament 
denotes fuch whole kingdom. Samaria, when un- 
der king Ahab, was twice befieged by Benhaded, 
king of Syria, and other confederate princes, with 
an immente army, and, in the courfe of the latter 
fiege, reduced to the direft extremity: the army, 
however, at length, through a judicial terror, raifed 
the fiege with the utmolt precipitation. In the year 
before Chrift 721 Salamanazar, king of Affyria; 
took the city after three years, and carried away 
ten tribes of Hrael (or moft of them) into cap- 
tivity, and fo put an end to that kingdom after it 
had itood 254 years divided from that of Judah. 
The enemy committed the moft horrid cruelties on 
their captives, fo that Samaria was reduced almoft 
to an heap of rubbifh, and all the land laid wafte. 
‘This melancholy and fatal end of that kingdom 
happened in the 6th year of Hezekiah and oth of 
Hoiea, But Samaria muft have been foon repaired, 
for colonies were thereupon fent cither by Sala- 
manazar, or his fucceffor, to re-people the land of 
Ifrael, chiefly from Cutha, whence the new inhabi- 
tants were called Cutheans. From fome religious 
and other cautes it feems a mutual hatred fubfifted 
between the Jews and Samarians, the former abo- 
minating even the name of the latter, and thofe on 
their part always difclaiming any kindred with them 
in time of adverfity, though forward enough to 
claim itintime of profperity. After divers revolu- 
tions it was at length taken by Ariftobulus, and its 
region, together with Galilee, and again reftored to 
Judea. Samaria was partly rebuilt by Gabinius, and 
new called Sebafte by Herod, who put the finifhing 
flroke to it. It was made the metropolis of Pale- 
{tine Secunda under the Romans, and an archbi- 
fhopric under the Chriftians. Herod Agrippa ob- 
tained it of the ae Caligula, and fiding with 
the Romans againft the Jewsunder Vefpafian, they 


at that time avoided the common calamity of the 
country. Bue afterwards, taking other meafures, 
they were, together with the refl of the Jews, extir- 
pated out of Paleftine by Adrian, and the city has 
fince gone to decay, he melancholy fragments of 
this once famous city ftand upon a Jong mount of 
an oval figure, having firft a fruittul Macys and 
then a rifing hill running about it. The Turks 
have erected a mofque here, into which they let any 
Chriftian for a imall piece of money. 


Samosara, once the capital of Comagena Proper, 
was fituated on the Euphrates, near the confines of 
Armenia Major. Te was the refidence of Antiochus 
Afiaticus, after Pompey had confined his kingdom 
to this fmall province, ‘and itripped him of the reft 
of Syria. | 1t was the native place of the witty Lu- 
cian. Itis now called Scempial, but is only a poor 
village, furrounded with an heap of ruins of the an- 
cient city. 

Scyruorotis. See Berusan. 

SeLrucia. There were nine cities of this name 
bailt by Seleucus, bue diftinguifhed by fome ad- 
junct; tome of the moft eminent of which follow. 
Seleucia on the Tigris, fo called from Seleucus Ni- 
canor, its founder, who made it the metropolis of 
his empire beyond the Euphrates. Seleucia, fur- 
named Trachonitis, or Afpera, (an appellation well 
agreeing with the mountains and rocky country 
of Cilica, on which ic ftood,) about twelve miles 
trom the fea, on the banks of the Calicednus. Its 
bifhopric became fubjeé to the patriarch of Con- 
flantinople about the ninth century. Ics modern 
name is Selefchi. Seleucia, furnamed Pieria, on 
the north fide of the Orontes, now reduced to a poor 
village called Seluki Jelber. Seleucia Pifidia:, called 
Seleacia ad ‘Taurum, becaule it ftood on fome 
pare of that ridge of mountains ; and Seleucia Fer- 
rea, perhaps from iron mines or manufactures, is 
now In ruins, 


Serpnoris, a city of Galilee. It ftood in the 
tribe of Zebulun, and was one of the firft cities in 
Galilee on the road from Ptolemais. It became in 
time the metropolis of that province, when the em- 
peror gave it to young Agrippa. The younger 
Varus, the Roman general, taking it, fold the in- 
habitants by auétion, fet fire to the city, and reduced 
it to afhes. Herod Antipacer having the territory 
of Galilee for his fhare of the government, rebuilt 
it, and furrounded it with ftrong walls, fo that ic 
became one of the beft cities in the canton. 


Sion in Canaan, where was fet up the taber.- 
nacle, in which was kept the ark, and where ‘the 
ark remained till juft before the death of Eli, was 
fituated in the tribe of Ephraim. After the Phili- 
{tines took the ark, Shiloh fell fo to decay, that Je- 
remiah, foretelling the deftruétion of Jerufalem, 
fays, it would be brought into the fame ruinous 
condition with Shiloh. “And Jerome fays there was 
nothing left of it in his time but the foundation of 
the altar of burnt facrifices. 


Stcuem, Sechem, or Shechem. The Proper and 
original name feems to have been Shalem, which in 
time grew out of ufe amongft the Ifraelites, they 
calling it Shechem and Sichem, from Shechem, the 
fon of Hamor. It ftood ten miles E. from Hyrca- 
nion, was feveral times ruined and rebuilt, had been 
one of the cities of refuge given to the Levites, and 
was made the metropolis of Samaria, after the de- 


molifhing the city of that name. 
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Samofata. 


Scythopolis 


Seleucia. 


Sepphoris, 


Shiloh. 


Sichem, 


Spon is properly to be ftyled the metropolis of sidon, 


Pheenicia. It borrowed its name from Sidon 
eldeft fon of Canaan, by whom itis faid to Have beee 
built; though it is not univerfally agreed, that the 
name was derived from the {aid Siton: Sidon is 
faid to have been the greateft of the maritime cities 
in general, having long enjoyed an enriching trade, 
which caufed fuch voluptuoufnefs in the inhabi- 
tants, that to live at eafe and Pleafure is denoted in 
Judges 


Siloah, 


Sinai, 


Sodom, 


Straton’s 
Tower. 


Suecoth. 


Seta, 
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Judges xviii. 7, by living after their manner. The 
men being fhipwrights were very famous for having 
timber (See 1 Kings v. 6.) and therefore Solomon 
had thence his principal workmen to build the tem- 
ple. They are allowed alfo to have been excellent 
artificers in other trades, and faid to have been the 
firft makers of chryftal glais. It was taken by the 
Saracens in 936, and recovered, repaired, and for- 
tified by the Chriftians in 1103, and was held by the 
Teutonic knights, and had a fort guarded by the 
knight templars, fince which the Lurks, having 


made themifelves mafters of it, have let it run into’ 


decay. It is now named Said or Sayd, and is 
fituated in a fertile and delightful foil, though but 
afmall town. The great motque is handiome as 
well as large, and the public bagnio is in good 
condition. “The haven is large but unfafe, and the 
Ships are forced to ride under a fmall ridge of 
rocks about a mile from fhore on the northern fide. 
Sidon is reckoned to contain about 6000 inhabi- 
tants. The Turks have 14 mofques, Roman Ca- 


_ tholics, and Greeks, each a church, and the Ma- 


ronites a chapel. ‘They carry on a confiderable 
trade. Provifions are very plenteous and cheap, and 
the air is fo clear as to attract wild beafts and_birds 
in great numbers into the country adjacent. Sidon, 
by a grant of the pope, gave title to an archbifhop. 


SiLoan, or Siloam, is a fountain in the valley of 
Jehofhaphat, from which all the gardens of it are 
watered. The Turks hold this water fo facred, that 
numbers of them almoft every day wafh therein. 
Its waters are now faid to be an immediate cure for 
fevers. Over againft this fountain, on the other 
fide of the valley, is the place called Siloe, where 
Solomon is faid to have kept his f{trange wives. 


Sty, wildernefs of. This wildernefs, we are told in 
Exodus, lay between Elimand Sinai. Here it was 
that heaven firft fenc the Ifraelites manna. 


Sinat, wildernefs and mount. There are many 
windings and difficult ways between the deferts of 
Sin and Sinai. The latter is a beautiful plain more 
than one league broad, near three long, lying open to 
the north-weft, but clofed up to the fouth by fome of 
the lower eminences of the mount. In this direétion 
likewite the higher parts of it make fuch encroach- 
ments upon the plain, that they divide it into two 
parts, each of them capacious enough for the 
ifraelites Whole encampment. ‘There are now con- 
vents upon this fpot, and fuch ludicrous and enthu- 
fiaftic‘ftories related concerning religious bigots, as 
cannot be defcribed without offending a ferious and 
intelligent reader. 


Sopom feems to have been the chief of the five 
cities, and the delightful plain or valley in which 
it ftood allured Lotto pitch his tent near it, and 
afterwards to dwell in it, though fo deteftably in- 
famous for that moft odious and fhocking crime 
againft nature, trom which this city derived its 
name. . 

Straton’s Tower. See Czefarea. 

Succors was the name of two places. That in 
Exodus was the place of the Iiraelites firft en- 
campment after their departure from Ramefes. But 
little of the\geography of this, and fome other places 
mentioned in the journal of the Hraelites, is at this 
time known. This Succoth muft not be confounded 
with that firuated near the river- Jordan, between 
that and the Jabbok, which Jacob called by that 
name when he came out of Mefopotamia; tho’ 
the former may have been fo called in imitation of 
the latter, on account of the booths or tents which 
the people fet up there. 


Susa. The Scripture Shufan (now called Schou- 
fter) was the metropolis of the Sufiana province, 
built on the banks of the river Eulseus (by Daniel 
called Ulai) by Memnon, as fome fay, who was flain 
by the Theffalians in the Trojan war. Strabo and 


Paufanias compare its walls even with thofe of Ba- 


' bylon. It is called Memnonica, by Herodotus arg 


others, from Memnon its founder. In Serj i 

conftantly named the Palace; but befides the kine . 
palace, there was doubtlefs a city, as is plain from aul 
the prophane writers. The wealth and magnificence 
of this city may be gathered trom the vaft wealth 
found in it by Alexander the Great, when it Was 
furrendered to him fome little time atter rhe battle 
of Arbela, or rather Gaugamela, twenty days after 
his departure from Babylon, which had before beex 
delivered up to him, Here Ahafuerus kept his rear 
feaft 185 days. It is faid this city now hes in ruins 
by the name of Schoufter. x 


T. 


"[ Aricneas was atown of Galilee, fituateon an emi. 

nence by the lake of Genezareth, over againtt 
Gamala. It having been befieged by Titus both by 
jand and water, made a defperate detence, till a dif. 
fention happened within, which coming to the ears 
of the Roman general, it was caken by ftorm. 


Tarcin, 


Tarsnisu, fon of Javan, fettled in the eaft Part Tye 
of the fouth track of Afia Minor is very probable, 
for the name of Tarlus, the chief town of Cilicia, is 
thought to carry fome probable marks of its being 
firft founded by Tarfhith himfelf, or fome of his 
defcendants. It is affirmed by an hiftorian of cre- 
dir, that the city was fo called from Tarfhith, and 
that Cilicia was originally known by the name of 
Tarfhifh. Indeed, it is {carcely pe that this 
was the Tarfhifh fo often mentioned_by the’ pro- 
‘phets on account of its trading with Tyre. 


Tarsus, in Cilicia as aforefaid, feems to have Tats 
borrowed its name from Tarfhifh. It was at firft 
the metropolis of Cilicia, and after Conftantine’s di- 
vifion of Cilicia Prima. It was the native city of 
St. Paul (though an Hebrew of the Hebrews, or a 
Jew both by father and mother’s fide,) and, accord- 
ing to Strabo in former times, not inferior, for the 
ftudy of philofophy and polite literature, cither to 
Athens or Alexandria. The inhabitants enjoyed 
the privileges of Roman citizens according to the 
Parthian Law, which the apoftle thought proper 
to claim and ule upon fever occafions, as record- 
ed in the Aéts. ‘he Tarfians, to ingratiate them- 
felves with Julius Cafar, changed the city’s name 
into Juliopolis; but the old name furvived the new; 
and it is to this day by the Greeks called Terfia, or 
Teraffa, by the Turks Tarfow, and fometimes 
Hernfa. It is fo reduced that the remains hardly 
merit notice. 


Taurusis thegreateft mountain of Afia, and here- ™™ 
tofore thought the greateft in the world. It runs 
from weit to eaft under feveral names, through 
divers large kingdoms and countries even to India, 
whereby all Afia is divided into two parts, of which 
that on the north fide is called fia intra Taurun, 
and that on the fouth dfa extra Taurum. It allo 
paffes between Armenia and Mefopotamia, and 
jiends forth many branches under divers particular 
names towards north and fouth. 

® 

Tuazor, Mount, of which name there was 3 Te 
city upon it, called Itabyrion, or Itabyr, and Ataby- 
rion, in the plain of Eidraelon, in Judeea, nor far 
diftant from Nazareth. In the 7th century it is de- 
{cribed to have been of wondertul regularity, ver- 
dant and florid. A modern traveller thus defcribes 
it. ‘© It has a plain area at top moft fertile and de- 
licious, cf an oval figure. This area is enclofe 
wich trees on all parts, exceprto the fouth. It was 
anciently environed with walls, trenches, and other 
fortifications, of which it exhibits many remains a 
this day.’ 


Tipertas. See Genezareth. Herod the Tetrarch 
of Galilee (Antipas) building a city on the north 
bank of Genezareth, and calling it Tiberias, in ho- 
nour of Tiberius, the lake thence took this name 
alfo. The city was built on a fpot full. of se- 
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pulchres: but the great privileges granted by Herod 
to people for becoming inhabitants, which over- 
came tie fcruple of conficience as to pollution by, 
dead bodies, &c. made it quickly become one of 
the principal cities of thefe parts. It is faid to 
have had in it 13 fynagogues_ and an academy s 
that here was the Jatt feffion of the Sanhedrim, or 
chief council of the Jews; and here the Talmud, 
or body of the Jewiih civil and canon law, was 
collected. 


Timnan was firft afigned to the tribe of Judah, 
but afterwards to that of Dan. Inthe days of Eu- 
febius and Jerome, a great town, named Thamnah, 
Yay in the borders of ‘Diapolis, towards Jerufalem, 
Which is {uppofed to have been the Jame with that 
formerly called Timnah. 


Tirzaw is mentioned frequently in facred hiftory, 
as being long the regal city of the kings of Hrael. 
From an expreffion in the Canticles, it appears ro 
have been beautiful and pleafant co live in; but its 
Gtuation is not certainly determined. ‘ . 


Tracuonrtis, a region of Judea, which feems 
to have derived its name from two famous moun- 
tains, which Strabo calls Trachones. The grearelt 
part of it had fuch ridges of rocks and mountains, 
efpecially on the fides of Arabia and Iturea, that 
fome of them had caverns large enough to lodge 
tooo men. It, together with Iturea, made one te- 
trarchy in the rime of Our Saviour. Luke tit, 3. 


Triponts, in Pheenicia, called Ruad_ by the 
Turks, and Tripolis in Syria, co diflinguifh it from 
others, ftands on the Levant Sea, the fame coatt with 
Jamnia and Joppa, above Sidon. Ic had its name 
from its forming three cities, each one furlong 
diftant from the other; one whercof belonged to the 
Aradians, or ancient kingdom of Arad; the fecond 
to the Sidonians; and the third to the ‘Tyrians. Itis 
{till divided into che upper and lower city, and is 
inafourifhing condition, being large, populous, and 
trong, adorned with mulberry-trce plantations for 
filk-worms, trom which is drawn confiderable pro- 
fic. Whe walls are ftrong, and fortified with feve- 
ral towers. The cattle is the refidence of the beg- 
lerbeg, and garrifoned_ by two hundred janiffaries. 
It is aftrong fortrefs, ftuated on an eminence, and 
well {tored with cannon. On account of its im- 
portance, ic is deemed the metropolis of Phoenicia. 
The haven is rather an open fea than an_enclofed 
harbour, unlefs that itis partly defended by two 
fmalh) iflands about two leagues from it. There are 
fix fquare towers, or caftles, along the fhore, well 
fortihed with arullery. The cown contains about 
8000 houles, and 60,000 inhabitants, who confilt of 
‘Yurks, Jews, and Chriltians. ‘Phe river hath a 
good ttone bridge over it for the convenience of paf- 
fengers, and the ftream turns feveral mills. Vhe air 
is extremely clear and healthy, the country about 
very rich and fruitful, and the town fupplied with 
every thing defirable. Among the handfome build- 
ings is a great moique, once a Chriftian church, a 
large and fkately edifice. The Chriftians have fome 
monafteries and handfome chapels, and the Jefuits 
an handfome college. This city was famous in the 
holy war, being one of the four capital cities the 
Chriftians had in thefe parts. 


Troctopytts, In their manner of life the greateft 
part of them nearly refembled the Libyan Nomades. 
They were divided into tribes, but all under one 
head. A part of them fought with clubs, carrying 
before them round fhields, made of raw ox hides. 
Many, however, uled bows and arrows. 


_ Tyre, on the coaft of Pheenicia Proper, was an- 
ciently named Sor. It is commonly called the Daugh- 
ter of Sidon, and ftood alfo upon the fea, 200 fur- 
longs to the fouth of Sidon. It had two havens, one 
looking towards Sidon, the other towards Egypt; 


from whence it is plain that Tyre on the Ifland, and 


Old Tyre on the Main, were confidered as but one 

city after. the ifthmus was thrown up between them, 

and poy therémight have been buildings conti- 
0. 59. 


This famous emporium was 
for which reafon they 
built fo very lofty, and with more itories, it is faid, 
than the houfes at Rome. ‘The buildings, in genera), 
were {fpacious and magnificent; and above the reit 
appeared the temples ‘built by king Hiram to ju- 
piter, Hercules, and Altarte. It is now called Sur, 
and is2 mere babel of broken walls, pillars, vaults, 
&c. there not being one entire houle left. Its pre- 
fent inhabitants are only a few poor wretches, who 
harbour in vaults, and fubfift chiefly by fishing. 
King Hiram is famed, in facred hiltory, for matintain- 
ing a itriet friendthip and alliance with king David, 
prelenting him with cedars, and fending him ikilful 
workmen to build a palace. He entertained the 
fane affection for his fon and fucceffor, Solomon, 
which occafioned an interchange of letters of amity. 
Tyre was befieged 13 years together by WNebuchad- 
nezzar, who at length fubdued it, when he put all 
the inhabitants he could find to the fword, and de- 
ftroyed che ancienc city. But many of the people 
had, in_ctime, prudently retired, with the chief of 
their effects, to an Mand ac fome dillance from the 
fhore, where they built New ‘Lyre, or Tyre on the 
Wand. The city, however, at length, fubmitred 
to Nebuchadnezzar, who appointed Baal fubordi- 
nate king thereof, under his own fupreme autho- 
rity. In che reign of Azelmic, Tyre was befieged 
by Alexander the Greut, and taken by florm, after 
holding out feven months. After deltroying the 
place, and murdering the inhabitants, he was very 
forry for his rafhneis; and, like other men of the 
fame precipitate. difpotition, who became wife too 
Jate, determined to add one evi} to another; in 
confequence of which refolution he feized moft of 
the artificers in the neighbouring countries, and 
having compelled them to rebuild the city, he ob- 
liged them to refide in it, Iett he fhould have a 
Great city without any inhabitants. Such was the 
conduct of many of the great heroes of antiquity, 
who fought for fighting fake, did injuries inflead 
of redreffing them, and quarrelled with every body 
to avoid being idle. Mr. Pope very jultly obierves, 


guous to each other. 
never of very @rear extent, 


Heroes are much the fame, it is agreed, 

T’rom Macedonia’s madman to the Swede: 

The whole ftrange purpole of their lives to find, 
Or make, an enemy of all mankind : 

Not one looks backward, onward ftill he goes, 
Yet never {ees an inch beyond-his nofe. 


Flaving thus rebuilc and re-peopled this ancient 
city, Alexander thought proper to ftile himfelf the 
Founder of Vyre, in order, it may be fuppofed, to 
prevent the people from recolleéling that he had 
cen the deftroyer of ‘Tyre. The city, in time, re- 
covered its beauty and opulence, became confede- 
rate with the Romans, and was invefted with the 
privileges of a Roman city on account of its great 
fidelity. In the times of primitive Chriftianity, it 
was made the metropoliran fee for the province of 
Pheenicia. In 636 it was conquered_by the Sara- 
cens, but in_1124 recovered by the Chriftians. In 
1280 it was finally fubdued by the Turks, in whofe 
hands it_has continued ever fince. Thofe infidels 
took it foon after the reduction of Acra, or Acre, 
where they committed fuch unheard-of cruelties, 
that the Tyrians, terrified with the report thereof, 
betook themfelves to their fhips at midnight, and 
abandoned the city to their fury. They entered it 
the next day, and reduced it to the deplorable fitu- 
ation of which the difmal ruins ave (ill a monu- 
ment. We muff nor omit to obferve, that the Ty- 
rians were particularly celebrared for dying purple 
which was firft found out by them fron? an acci- 
dent, viz. a dog’s lips being finely tinged by eating 
of the fifh called conchilis. “Chis fifh isa buccinum, 
a name given by the ancients to all fifhes whole 
fhells bear any refemblance to an hunting horn; and 
it appears from Pliny, that the famed yrian pur- 
ple was obtained from it. This dye was fo much 
valued in the time of the Roman emperors, on ac- 


.count of its being the imperial colour, thatonly one 


pound of it coft a thoufand Roman denarii, or above 
thirty pounds fterling. - 


80 Viunne, 
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Vv. 


AY Jenne capicalof the province of Viennois, about 
y 7 leagues from Lyons, at the foot of a moun- 
tain on the Rhine, has been a large, famous city, 
but now is not above a fourth of what it was, hav- 
ing irs two old fortreffes demolifhed. The Allo- 
broges are faid to have founded it; and it became a 
colony of the Romans, who adorned it with a pa- 
lace, amphitheatre, and other magnificent works, 
the ruins whereof are yet feen. It was fome time 
the capital of Burgundy. The cathedral is a {lately 
pile, as are fome other churches and public build- 
ings. The inhabitants are expert in manufactures, 
articularly of plates of iron and fteel, paper, &c. 
y mills and engines. 


Ur, of the Chaldees, where Abraham was born, 
and whence he removed, at the Divine call, to Char- 
ran, and fotoCanaan. _ The word Ur fignifies fire. 
The moft probable opinion therefore is, that the 
city might be fo denominated from its inhabitants 
being worfhippers of the fun, and of fire, its em- 
blem, and for having temples wherein the facred 
fire was kept always burning. The Chaldees were 
famed for it, and carried it, in great pomp, at the 
head of their armies when they went to battle. 


Zz. 
7 Epvuons his lot, or the land of his_ tribe. 


Jacob, in his prophetic Bistbne OF his fon Ze- 
bulon, fays, that-he fhall dwell at the haven of the 


fea, and he fhall be for an haven of fhips, aid hig 
border fhall be unto Sidon. And fo it happened 
that tribe’s pofleflion being from the Mediterranean, 
en the welt, to the lake of Genezareth, on the ealt? 
ide. 


Zipu, Wildernefs of. We find in Jofhua a city 
called Ziph, mentioned together with Carmel and ° 
Maon. We have allo, in the hittory‘ of David 
mention made of Carmel and Maon as adjoining to 
Ziph. So that it is not to be doubted, but in the 
wildernefs where was David, and where was the hill 
Afchelah, is to be underitood Ziph near. Carmel 
and Maon. This is placed, by Jerome, eight miles 
eaft from Hebron. ; 


Zoar. The Syriac verfion reads: Zoan. It was 
probably the mott ancient royal feat of the Pha- 
raoh’s; for the miraclés wrought by Mofes and 
Aaron before one of them, are exprefsly faid, in the 
Pfalms, to be done in the field of Zoan. 


S 


Zosan. ‘That the country of Zobah pertained to Zh, 
the Syrians, is evident from 2 Sam. x. 6. where we 
read exprefsly of the Syrians of Zobah ; -and, .from 
their being hired by the Ammonites, it appears 
that Zobah lay in the parts adjoining to the Ammo- 
nites. The kingdom of Damafcus is looked upon 
by the learned to have arifen out of that of Zo- 
bah, or to be no other than one and the fame 
kingdom, which formerly had Zobah, and after- 
wards Damafcus, for its capital city, as the feac of 
is. Eines To the fouth of Zobah lay the land of 

tob. 
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A. 


ARON meets his brother Mofes, who 
communicates to him the Divine will re- 
fpeéting the deliverance of, the Ifraclites 
from their cruel bondage in Egypt, 32. 

Is declared high prieft, 42. His four fons, ibid. 
His rod buds, so. Confirmed in the office of high- 
prieft, ib. Tis death, 51. 


Abbaffides, family of the caliphs fo called, their hif- 
tory, 581, 582. 


Abel, the Second fon of Adam and Eve, his pious 
dilpofition, and acceptable facrifice to God, 8. 
Js murdered by Cain, his envious brother, ibid, 
See Cain. 


Abijab faccecds to the throne of Judah, 327. _Flis 
addrefs to the armies of Judah and Mfrael, ibid. 
Obtains a compleat victory over Jeroboam, 128, 
His death and offspring, ib. 


Abimelech, king of Paleftine, falls in love with Sa- 
rah, the wife of Abraham, 15. Is cautioned, in 
adream, againft having any criminal intercourte 
with her, and excules himielr, ib. Enters into a 
friendly league with Abraham on parting trom 


him, ibid. Afterwards renews the treaty with 
Hfaac, Abraham’s fon, 18. 


Abimelech, one of Gideon’s feventy fons, flays all 
his brethren except Jotham, who efcapes by 
Right, 75. Seizes the government, and reigns in 
an arbitrary manner, bucis fome time after driven 
out of Shechem by the inhabitants of that city, 

in confequence of a fpeech pronounced by Jo- 
tham, ibid. His guards taken by an ambufh- 
ment, ibid. Tide takes the outer town of Thebes 
by affault; bur the garrifon retire to the caftle, 
which they vigoroufly defend, 76. He is fmitten 
by a piece of mill-ftone thrown upon him from 
the walls by a woman, ibid. Is flain, at his own 
requeft, by his armour bearer, ibid, 


Abran, his genealogy, 12. 


Abjuvation, form of that preferibed to the Jewifh 


profelytes by the Greek church, 631. 


Abner _efpoufes David’s intereft, 100. Is treache- 


roufly fain by Joab, 101. 


Extraotdinary wifdom, 
ibid. Becomes the f:rft preacher, ibid. Removes 
to Canaan from Chaldea, where he erects an al- 
tar, and offers facrifice, 13. oes into Egypr 
with Sarai his wife; difplays his perfpicuiry and 
eloquence, ina conterence held with the learned 
there; and alfo introduces the fciences of arith- 
metic and aftronomy among the Egyptians, ibid. 
Rerurns to Canaan, parts land with, and fepe- 
rates from, Lot, his brother, ibid. Vanquifhes 
the Affyrians, and refcues Lot and his tamily, 
ay. Is entertained by Melchifedek, whom he 
prefents with {poils, ibid. God promifes him a 
fon by Sarah; after which he offers up facrifice, 
ibid. Predi€tion concerning his family, ib. He 
entertains three angels, who confirm tohim God’s 
promife of a fon, 1b. Withdraws with Sarah to 
Gerar, 15. God tries his faith, by requiring him 
to offer up his fon Haac as a facrifice, 16.  Dif- 
play of his faich and obedience on that occafion, 
ibid. His pathetic addrefs ar the altar; and the 
execution of the command prevented by a voice 
from heaven, ibid. Wis children by Cheturah, 
and their offspring, ibid. Propofes a marriage 
between his fon Haac and Rebecca, daughter of 
Bethuel, 17. What paffed between his fervane 
and Rebecca with relation to that bufinefs, ibid. 
His death and burial at Hebron, ibid. 


Abfalom, fon of David, treacheroufly kills Amnon 


at a fheep-fhearing, in revenge for his ill-treat- 
ment of his filter Tamar, 106. Flies to Gefhur. 
ibid. Joab, by a flratagem, obtains leave for 
him to come into the king his father’s prefence. 
ibid. Goes to Hebron, ona pretended vow, and 
prevails on the people to declare him king, 107. 
His horrid wickednefs, in compliance with Ahi- 
thophel’s advice, ibid. FYis army defeated, and 
himfelf fain by Joab, 108. 


Achar 
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Achar, his tranigreffion of the Divine command, 
64. Exemplarily punifhed with death, 65. 


Adam, his creation, and whence fo called. 7. Names 
the living creatures, ibid. Is enticed by Eve to 
tafte the forbidden fruit, 8. Shrinks, through 
Suilcand fhame, from the prefence of his Maker, 
who configns him to labour all his days as a pu- 
nifhment for his crime, and expels him from 
paradife, ibid. His age, death, and number of 
his children, ibid. 


Adonibezek, the Canaanitith commander, defeated 
and taken prifoner by the Ifraelites, who cut off 
his thumbs and great toes, in retaliation for his 
cruelty of the like kind which he had exercifed on 
70 captive kings, 69. 


Adonijab, eldeft fon of David, afpires to the throne, 
113. Js putto death by Solomon, 116. os 


Agrippa, fon of Ariftobulus, account of his pro- 
feffion, and the honours conferred on him by the 
Romans, 292. His application to Antonia for 
obtaining Eutychus an hearing of Tiberius, to 
which the emperor confents, 293. Is ignomini- 
oufly dragged to prifon, and loaded with chains, 
ibid. He is fet at liberty, and high honours con.- 
ferred on him by Caius, who allo beftows on him 
the tetrarchy of Lyfanias, 295, 296. Is favour- 
ed by Claudian, who continues him in his go- 
vernment, 310. His great liberality to the inha- 
bitants of Berytus, 312. Endeavours, in a co- 
pious and elegant oration to the Jews, to diffuade 
them from making war with the Romans, 372. 
His elaborate epiftle to Caius Czefar, on hearing 
of the dedication of his ftatue in the temple of 
the Jews, 512. Elis magnificence and death, 313: 
See alfo 366 & feq. 


Abab, king of Ifrael, his wickednefs and idolatry, 
through the feduction of his wife Jezebel, 129. 
God’s favour to him on his humiliation, 131. 
Severely reprehended and threatened by Elias, for 
the cruelty and perjury exercifed againft Naboth, 
but the judgment is mitigated as to himfelf, in 
confequence of his contrition, ibid. Is‘reproved 
by the prophet Micaiah, for his clemency to Ben- 
hadad, and threatened with a heavy punifhment, 
133. His death foretold by the prophet, 134. 
Is flain in battle, ibid. 


Abaz, king of Judah, his impious condu&, 147. 
His dominions ravaged by the Affyrians, ib. Con- 
cludes an alliance with the king of Affyria, re- 
wards the fervices of Tiglath-Pilefer, joins in 
the idolatry of the Affyrians, fhuts up the temple, 
and fuppreffes the Divine worfhip, ibid. 


Mbaziah, fon and facceffor of Ahab, king of Ifrael, 
romotes idolatry, 136. Dreadful judgments on 
is officers, who were fent to apprehend Elijah, 

ibid. His death, ibid. General maffacre of all 
his fons, except Joafh, 142. 


Abimelech, the high-priefl, entertains David, and 
gives him the {word of Goliath, 92, 93. His de- 
fence to Saul tor his conduct, 93. Is put to the 
fword, with his family, ibid. 


Abitopbel, David’s counfeller, who revolted to Ab- 
falom, on finding his advice to, the latter reject- 
ed, goes home, and hangs himfelf, 108. 


dlexander conquers Darius, and purfues his victo- 
ries, 175. ‘Takes Tyre by affault, ib. Goes 
againft Jerufalem, which he enters, and confers 
great favours on the Jews, 176. Partition of the 
empire at his death, 176, 177. 


Alexander Fanneus, facceffor of Ariftobulus, being 
raifed to the throne, undertakes an expedition 
againft Ptolemais,207. Befieges and takes Gaza, 
208. Is overcome by Demetrius, who retires 
from the feat of war, 209. Defeats the rebellious 
Jews, and practifes the moft horrid cruelties, ib. 


Makes feveral conquefts, 210. His death, ibid, 


See alfo p. 328, 329. 


Alexander, one of the fons of Herod, hi 
and defence before Cafar, 254. oe sidditels 


Alexander, a fpurious one, impofes on the 
284. Sent to the gallies, ib. 2 Jews, 


Alexandra obtains the favour, and intereft of the 
Phariiees, and holds the reigns of government 
nine years, 210, 211. Her death and charaéter, 
212, 


Alexandria, formerly a celebrated city in Egypt. 
now pofieffed by the Turks, defcription ‘of in 


675, 676. 


Alexandria, a dreadful tumult there between the 
Jews and thé Greeks, in confequence of which 
no lefs than s0’000 of thém were flair by the 
Romans, without diftinction of age or fex, 379, 


Mi, facceffor of Othman in the caliphthip, his 
conteft with Aifchah, Mahomet’s widow, whom 
he defeats and takes prifoner, 575. His frequent 
fkirmifhes with Moevia, the relation of Othman, 
ib. Isat length flain in a moique by affaffins, ib. 


Altar of incenfe, 40.. Of ftones raifed by Jofhua, 
64, Between Gerizim and Gebal, 66. In me- 
mory of the league between the borderers on both 
fides the river Jordan; 68. 


Amalekites, account of their war with the Ifraelites, 
by whom they are defeated, and their camp taken 
and plundered, 37. 


Amaziah facceeds Joath, king of Judah, and begins 
his reign well, 143._ Fis expedition againft the 
Amalekites, 144. apfes into idolatry, and is 
reproved by a prophet, ib. Makes war upon je 
afh, who takes him prifoner; enters Jerufalem 
in triumph, and rifles the palace and temple, 145. 
Is flain by confpirators, ib. 


Amnon ravithes his fitter Tamar. 106. Is flain at a 
feaft by Abfalom’s contrivance, ib. 


Amram, father of Mofes, his prayer and vifion, 29. 
He is affured of the Divine protection, and ts fa- 
voured with a Divine revelation, ibid. 


Ananus, high-prieft of the Jews, is put to death by 
the Idumean foldiers in Jerufalem, 413. His ex- 
cellent character, ib. 


Antediluvians, longevity of them, 10. 


Antigonus put to death at thedefire of Herod, 232. 
See alfo p. 325. > 


Antioch, formerly the metropolis of the eaft, its an- 
tient and prefent ftate defcribed, 676. 


Antiochus, his expedition into Egypt, and againft 
Jerulalem, 185. Slays the people, and pillages 
the city and temple, 186. 


Antiochus Dionyfius, king of Damafcus, is flain in 
battle by Alexander, and his army routed, 210. 


Antiochus Epiphanes, his addrefs to Eleazar, whom 
he threatened with torments, if he did not con- 
fent to eat fwine’s Alefh, 494. His fpeech to the 
feven pious fons and their mother, on the fame 
occafion, and their heroic anfwers, 494 to 497: 
Reflections and commendation of their noble con- 
ftancy, 488, 489. 


Antipater, father of Herod, ftirs up the Jews againtt 
Ariftobulus, in favour of Hyrcanus, 213. Ap- 
plies to Aretas in behalt of Hyrcanus, whom he 
attends to the court of Arabia, 214. Taken 0 
by means of Malichus, who is put to death by 


Herod, 223. 
Ses Antipattts 
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Antipater, his progeny and amiable character, 218. 
Allitts Cafar in the congueit of Egypr, ibid. 
Gives fignal proofs of his valour in refcuing Mi- 
thridates, &cc. 219. Ionours conferred on him, 
ibid. Repairs the walls of Jerufalem; reftrains 
the feditions there by promifes and menaces ; and 
promotes his fons Phatael and Herod, 220. In- 
curs the envy of the principal Jews, who accufe 
him and his fons to Hyrcanus, ibid. See alfo 
Pp. 333. & feq. 


Antiquity, claim of the Jews to it aflerted ; and the 
origin and caule of che calumnies railed againft 


that people, 475, +476. 


Autonia, caftle of, taken. by affaule, and burnt by 
the feditious Jews, 376. Detcription of it, 432. 
Unfuccefstul attack upon it by the Romans, 
444+. The Romans get poffeflion of it in the 
night-time, 445. Sce alfo 676. 


Apion, his writings againft the Jews examined, and 
proved to be dark, tabulous, and erroneous, &c. 
Neg > 
478, 481---484. 


rabia, three caftern countries fo called, an ample 
defcription of them, 676. 


Archelaus, fon and fucceflor of Herod in the go- 
vernment of Judea, grants the requeft of the 
people, by making fatisfaction for Herod’s mif- 
demeanors, 279. Sends a powerful body of for- 
ces to reftrain che fedition raifed by the people at 
the feaft of the Paflover, ibid. _Accufed before 
Ceelar by Antipater, 280. An information pre. 
ferred againft him to the emperor, and his de- 
fence, ibid. 


Aretas overcomes Ariftobulus, and affaults him in 
the temple, 2414. 


Ariftobulus, fucceMor of Hyrcanus, affumes the title 
and dignity of king, 206. His cruelty to his mo- 
ther and three of his brethren, ib. The queen 
and others confpire againtt him, by whom he is 
flain, ibid. 


Ark, conitruéted by Noah, remains of it faid to be 
preferved in Armenia, 315. 


ark (of the teftimony) frame and figure of it, 40. 
Carried in proceffion before Jericho, 64. Taken 
by the Philiitines, on their defeating Saul’s army, 
St. Carried to, and depofited in, the temple of 
Dagon, 82. The Philittine idol falls before ic, 
ibid. Plague atrending their detention of it, ib. 
Reftored to the Hraelites, with prefents, 83. Re- 
moved to Kirjath-jearim, ib. 


Jirtaxerxes marries Efther, the Jewels, 171, His 
mandate for refcinding the former law againft the 
Jews, 173.. Effects of the refcindatory mandate, 
and execution of Haman and his ten fons, 174. 
Favours the eaftern Jews, ib. 


ffa, fucceeding to the throne of Judah, effedls a 
national reformation, 128. His military prepa- 
rations, and expedition againft the king of Lthi- 
opia, whom he defeats, ib. Pious exhortation to 
the army when threatened by the enemy, ib. His 
death, 129. 


Mfineus and Ariftzzus, two runagate Jews of Ne- 
arda, in Babylon, an account of their exploits, 
288, 289. 


Afphailtitis, Jake, Particular account and defeription 
of it, and of the bituminous matter it contains, 
419. See alfo 677, 


Atkaliah vows vengeance again{t the houfe of Da- 
vid, 142. She is divefted of her honours, and 
put to death, ib. 


No. 59. 





B. 


Bt, king of Hrael, his aéts and character, 
129, Vhe prophet denounces God’s judg- 
ments againit him, but he {till remains incor- 
rigible, tb. His death, and extirpation of his 
race. ib. 


Babel, tower of, built, 11. Sybil’s prophecy con- 
cerning it, ib. See allo 178. 


Babylonifp captivity, prediction and accomplifhment 
OF it, 152. 


Baleam and Balaak, their defigns againft the [rae- 
lites, by the interpofition of Divine Providence, 
fruitrated, 52, 53.  Balaam’s remarkable pro- 
phecy, 53. 


Banks, account of four raifed by the Romans for 
annoying the befieged in Jerulalem, 447. 


Baptifin of a Jew profelyte with fand, 558. 


Baptifi, John the, honourable character given of 
him by Jotephus, 291. 


Barchochebas, a celebrated Jewith impoftor in the 
reign of Adrian, an account of him and his en- 
terprizes, 552. Taken prifoner by the Romans 
in the city Bither, and flain, 555. 


Barzillai, his noble and princely condué towards 
David, 110. 


Bathfpeba folicits the fucceffion to the kingdom for 
her fon Solomon, and fucceeds, 113. 


Benhadad, king of Affyria, formsacon fpiracy againtt 


Ahab, who rejcéts his exhorbitant demands, and, 
by the Divine favour, defeats the Affyrian army, 
132. His army, agreeable to the affurances of the 
prophet, vanquifhed a fecond time, 133. Hlo- 
nourable treatment of his army, at the initance o£ 
Llifha, 138. He befieges Samaria, from which 
he retires with, precipitation, leaving his camp to 
the plunder of the Hraclites, 138, 139. Is mur- 
dered by Hazael, his general, ibid. 


Benjamin, the youngelt fon of Jacob, by Rachael 
origin of his name, 21. Is carried, by his bre- 
thren, to his brother Jofeph in Egypt, 26. 


Beijamites make the people of Jerufalem tributa- 
ries, 69. Are routed, and 660 of them invited 
back again from the mountains, 71. War be. 
tween them and the other Ifraelitith cribes con- 
cluded, ib. 


Berofus, the Chaldean hiftorian, mentions Noah’s 


on 10, Gives an honourable teftimony of A- 
braham’s picty, 13. Enquiry concerning his agree- 
ment with the Jewith records, 472. 


Bethel, defcription of it, 679. 


Bethel, altar at, the prophet’s prediction againtt it, 


325. Fulfilled, 126. 


Bethlehem deferibed, 579. 


Boaz receives Naomi and Ruth kindly, 79. Takes 


Ruth to wife, So. 


Boudage of the pofterity of Abrahan, in Egypt, 


foretold, 314. 


Books, number of them in beft repute among the 


Jews; which they eftcem as divine and are 
- + . . . C care- 
tul to preferve in their original purity, 469. 


& P CAIPH AS 


Cc. 


CAIPHAS depofed from the high-priefthood, and 
Jonathan chofen in his ftead, 290. 


Cain, Adam’s eldeft fon, his facrifice not being ac- 
cepted of God, he murders his brother Abel, 8. 
Ts banifhed, and has a mark fet upon him, 9. 
Invents weights and meatures, and builds a city, 
called noch, ib. 


Caius Julius Czfar, the Roman emperor, his letter 
to Efyrcanus, 221. Fatal confequences, ib. His 
death, 222. Seealfo p. 335. 


Caius, the emperor of the Romans, orders his fta- 
tue to be fer up in the Jewifh temple, and what 
enfued thereupon, 296. His death, 297. Fur- 
ther account of him, and his depraved difpofition 
perfifted in, 501, &c. His cruelty to Sylvanus, 
his father-in-law, and others, 503. His impiety, 
vanity, and arrogance, 504. ‘[yranny to the 
Jews, 505. He perfecutes them at Alexandria, 
506. His cruelty to Philo, and other deputies 
from the Alexandrian Jews, 506. 


Caligula, Caius, the Roman emperor, various in- 
ftances of his outrages and cruelties, 301, 302. 
Affaffinated by Chzaereas and other conipirators, 
304. His death avenged by the guards upon fe- 
veral of the affaffins, and an account of the con- 
duct of Chereas afterwards, 305. His wife and 
daughters maffacred by order of Chereas, 307. 
Character of him, ib. 


Caliphs, account of their conduét towards the Jews 
and Chrittians, 581, 


Canaanites, their origin, 12. Famine in their land, 
13. Divided into two parts, in order to accom- 
modate the two-tribes and an half, 67. Their 
cities taken by the Ifraelites, 69. March againft 
the Ifraelites, headed by Adonibezek, but are de- 
feated by them, ibid. 


Cherubims, placed, over the ark of the tabernacle, 
fome account of them, 40. 


Chutbites, an‘heathenifh people, originally compofed 
of five nations, their origin, 149. Inftruéted in 
the Jewifh religion, ib. 


Circumcifion inftituted by Abraham in his family, in 
compliance wich the Divine injunction, 14. 


Claudius advanced to the empire after the death of 
Caligula, 308. What paffed between him and 
the fenate on the occafion, 309, 310. Sends an 
edict to Alexandria and Syria in favour of the 
Jews, 311. His death, and account of his fa- 
mily, 319. 


Cleopatra, her infatiable avarice, cruclty, and in- 
juftice, 236. Is honourably received in Judea by 
Herod, who afterwards defgns her death, but is 
therein oppofed by thofe about him, 237. 

Corab raifes a faction againft Mofes, 19. Is con- 
fumed, with his feditious companions, by fire 
trom heaven, 50. 


Cozar, king of an heathen nation, account of his 
converfion to Judaifin, 580, 581. 


Crajjus fails in an expedition againft the Jews, 218. 


Creation of the world in fix days, with the different 
operations of each day, 7. ; 


Cyprus, ifland of, geographical and hiftorical de- 
{cription of it, 681, 


Cyrits acknowledges the true God, and is zealous 
for rebuilding the temple, 163. His epitlle tor 
that purpote, ib, 


D. 


DAMASCUS, the capical of Syria, particular de: 
icription of, 681, 682. 


Daniel, and his companions, fingular refpec fhewn 
* them atthe court of Babylon, 158. He difcovers 
to Nebuchadnezzar his dream, and interprets that 
and another, 159. Wonderful prefervation of his 
companions from the devouring Aames, ib. In- 
terprets to Belfhazzar the hand-writing againi: 
him, 161. Caft into the den of lions, where he js 
miraculoufly preferved, and his accufers deitroyed 
by them; whereupon Darius publicly acknow- 
ledges the true God, ib. Honourable reftimony 
concerning him, 162. Explanarion of his vifion 
concerning the four great empires, 664, 665, 666, 
His vifion of Chrift’s kingdom explained, illu. 
ftrated, and compared with his interpretation of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, 667. 


Darius entertains a friendly difpofition towards the 
Jews, 164. Problems propoted by him for folu- 
tion, 165. Is called upon by Zerubbaibel to per- 
form his vow for rebuilding Jerufalem and the 
temple, and furthers it by his own private bene- 
volence, ib, Commands the temple to be built, 
167. His death, 168. 


Dathas, with Abiram, and their rebellious train, 
fwallowed up alive in the earth, 50. 


David anointed, and privately proclaimed king, by 
the prophet Samucl, 88. Is fent for by Saul to 
court, and greatly honoured by him, 89. Is fent 
by his father to the camp with neceifaries tor his 
brothers, and hearing of the proud challenge of 
Goliah, the Philittine, is di{pofed to acceptit, but 
is difcouraged and oppofed by his elder brother 
Eliab, ib. His courage the effect of a Divine 
impulfe, and zeal for the honour of God, ib. He 
overcomes and kills Goliah with a ftone from his 
fling, and afterwards cuts off his head with his 
own fword, ib. Incurs the hatred of Saul, who, 
envious at the praifes beftowed on him, endea- 
vours to procure his death by expofing him to 
dangers, ib. Saul gives him his daughter Michal 
to wife, as a reward for fulfilling the conditions 
he propofed to him, namely, killing 600 Phili- 
ftines, ib. He overcomes the Philiftines a fecond 
time, which again excites the envy and jealouly 
of Saul againft him, 91. His wife Michal affifts 
him in his efcape trom Saul, who endeavours to 
flay him with his own hand; and afterwards ap- 
plies to the prophet Samuel at Ramah, to whom 
he relates Saul’s defigns againit him, ib. Goes to 
Ahimelech, the high-pricit, at Nob, ib. Flies af- 
terwards to Gath, and cfeapes from the Phililtines 
by feigning himlelf mad, ib. Hides himfelf ina 
cave near the city of Adullam, where his friends 
and relations join him, ib. Je applies to the 
king of Moab, whom he folicits to take his aged 
parents under his proteétion, who receives him 
very cordially, ib. Renews his covenant of amity 
with Jonathan, 94. The Ziphires give intelli- 
gence of him to Saul, whofe purfuir he eludes, ib- 
Sends meffengers to Nabal, requefting from him 
a fupply of provifions, who churlifhly rejeéts his 
demand, 95. _ His wrath againft Nabal is appeat- 
ed by Abigail, whom, on her hufband’s death, 
he marries, ib. Enters Saul’s tent in the night- 
time, and takes his {pear and pitcher of water from, 
his bed-fide, 96. Obtains from Achifh, king of 
Gath, a fate conduct for himfelf and his mer, 
who alfo gives him the town of ZikJag for his 
refidence, 1b. Invades and plunders the cerrito- 
ries of the Amalekites, &c. 1b. Leaves the Phi- 
liftines, and marches againitthe Amalekites, whem 
he defeats, and recovers the fpoil and prifoners 
they had taken, 97. Elis falutary law refpedting 
an equitable divilion of plunder taken in war, 1b- 
We laments Saul’s death, and is particularly at- 
flicted for the lofs of Jonathan, a9. Conditions 
of the treaty between him and Abner, the, late 

king’s 
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king’s general, tco. His lamentation for the 
death of Abner, who was treacheroufly killed by 
Joab, and the funeral honours he beitowed on 
im, 101. Commands the murderers of Hhbo- 
Sheth, Saul’s fon, co be put to death, ib. Js an- 
ointed king over all Ifrael, 102. “Fakes Jeruia- 
lem, which he calls the City of David, and to- 
tally difcomfits the Philiftincs and their allies ia 
two engagements, ib. Brings the ark to the houle 
of Obed-Edom, and atterwards removes it ina 
Jolenin manner to Jerutulem, 103. His reply to 
Michal, his wife, who tauntingly upbraided him 
for what fhe deemed bis mean behaviour in danc- 
ing before the ark, ib, Nathan’s meflage trom 
God to him, and his praite to the Almighty for 
his numerous favours conferred upon him, ibid. 
Fis chief officers of ttate, and kindnefs to Jona- 
than’s fon, 104. Obtains a compleat victory over 
the Ammonites, ibid. Story of his adultery with 
Bathfheba, and fubfequent murder of her huf- 
band Uriah, 105. Marries Baththeba, by whom 
he has afon; foon atter which he is convinced of 
the heinoulnels of his crime, by means of an al- 
legorical relation addreffed to him by the prophet 
Nathan, ib. The divine vengeance being, de- 
nounced againfthim, he repents, and is forgiven 
by the Almighty, but is heavily punifhed in his 
family, ib. ‘Lakes Rabbah, the Ammonitifh 
city, by affault, and puts thole who had held out 
againtt him to the molt exquifite torments, 106. 
His ion Abtalom rebels, and atcemprs to dethrone 
him, ib. Deplores the untimely death of his fon, 
yog. Routs the Philiftines, and narrowly eicapes 
with his life, rit. Caralogue of his worthies, ib. 
Prompted by pride, he numbers the people; but 
on God’s judgments being denounced againtt him 
by the prophet Gad, he repents, and is forgiven, 
but his people aflliéted with a grievous peftilence, 
ai2, Builds an altar on Araunah’s threfhing- 
floor, ib. Retolving to creck a temple, he pro- 
vides an immenie quantity of materials for that 
end; but afterwards gives Solomon, his fon, a 
charge to fee the building compleated, ib. Gives 
orders for anointing and proclaiming Solomon 
king, 113. His excellent regulations concerning 
the fervice of the temple, ib. Wife inftructions 
and advice to Solomon, 114. His death and bu- 
rial, 114, 115. His excellent charagter, ib. 


David, prince of the captivity in the tenth century, 
his great power, and arbitrary conduét, 585. 


Deborah, a famous prophetefs, fends for Barak to 
take upon him the command of the Hraelitifh 
army, Which he ac fir(t declines, buc afterwards 
accepts, 73. Prevails on him to (tand a battle, 
with promiles of the Divine affiftance, in which 
the Canaanttes are entirely defeated, ibid. Their 
deaths, and the diflrefles of the Hraclites after. 
wards, ib. 

Decrees of the Council of Elvira, in Spain, againtt 
the Jews, 5065. cellent Chriflian fentimenrs 
contained in thofe ot the Council of Toledo, 578. 





Deluge brought upon the earth in conlequence of 
the general depravity of mankind, when it hap- 
pened, and the cficéts thereof, 9, 10. Tettimo- 
nics ol Pagan authors concerning it, 10. 


Denietrius vanquifhed, and fent prifoner to Parthia, 
where he dies, 210, 


Dineb, daughter of Jacob, her chaftity violated by 
Shechem, 2r. Cruel revenge taken by the fons 
of Jacob, on the Schechemites, for that Injury, ib. 


Difpcrfioen of the Jews in various parts of the 
world fince the time of Jotephus, hiltorical ac. 
count of it, 549, & feq. 

Deeg, the groom, overhearing what paffed between 
David and Ahimelech, the prieit at Nob, informs 
the fervants of Saulor the particulars, whereupon 
that Prince commands Ahimelech and his family 
to be flain by Doeg, 93. Reflections on Sauls 
cruelcy in exturpating the facerdoral race, ib. 


Egypt, particular defcription of it, 683. 


‘ 


EGLON, king of the Moabices, fubdues and 


oppreiles the Hraclites, 72. 1s Nain by Ehud, 
jon of Geron, a Benjamite, ib. 


Becomes a 
province tothe Romans, and at length parcot the 
Roman empire, 660, 


Egyptian falfe prophet in Judea, account of him, 


and the defeat of his party by the foldiers of Ie-~ 
lix, 320. Brict deleription of the country, the 
port of Alexandria, and ifle of Pharos, 4.22. 


Ebud, a judge in Urael, delivers his countrymen 


trom the bondage of the Moabites, by killing 
their king, and alterwards enjoys the government 
eighty years, 72. Tis death and excellene cha- 
racter, ibid. 


lab, fucceffor of Baafha, king of Tfracl, affafii- 


nated by Zimri, 129. 


Lleazar, the Jewifh general, his extraordinary va~ 


Jour and death, 19¢. 


Eleazar, a bold and enterprifing Jew, hiitory of 


him, 460. 


Lleazxar, a Jewifh prieft of extraordinary virtue and 


conitancy, his noble fpeech in reply to the me- 
naces of Antiochus, 492. His cruel execution, 
and pious prayer at his death, 493: 


Lu facceeds Samfon as judge or governor of the 


iraclites, 79. God, by the mouth of Samuel, 
denounces his wrath againft him and his tamily, 
for the enormous wickednels of his fons, which 
he ought to have reftrained, 81. He and his two 
fons are cut off in one day, ib. 


Elias (Elijah) the prophet foretells a three years 


drought, 129. Med by ravens, ib. Reftores the 
widow’s fon to life, 130. Confirms the true re- 
ligion by a miracle from heaven, and then caules 
the talle prophets of Baal to be fain, 130, 13%. 
God vifits and encourages him in his retirement, 
131. Foretells a fupply of water to the confe. 
derate kings, and his prediction fulfilled, 137. 


Elifoa, the prophet, multiplies the widow’s oil, and 


apprifes the king of Mrael of the {nares laid tor 
him by the Syrians, 137. Benhadad fends to ap- 
prchend him, from whofe violence he experiences 
a wonderful deliverance, and draws the Syrian 
forces to Samaria, 138. Promifes plenty of’ pro- 
vifions to the befiegéd Ifraclites in Samaria, who 
accordingly obtain them, 138, 139. Foretclls the 
death of Benhadad, 139. His death and cha. 
racter, 144. A dead man reftored to life on 
touching his bones, ib. 


Encampment of the Hraelites in the wildernefs ; its 


form, order and mode, 45. 


Lxgines, Roman, for cafling {tones at the fiege of 


Jerufalem, fome account of them, 433. A de- 
Iperate attacic oF the Jews upon thole’ who had 
the direction of them, ib. In great danger of be- 
ing totaliy deftroyed by the Jews, 439. Dif- 
mounted and deftroyed by theni, 440. 


finech, the firft city built by Cain, and fo called 


from the name of his eldett fon, 9. Seealioa 


dcfcription of it, 686. 


LEipkefus, city of, its ancient and prefent ftate de- 


icribed, 686. 


Ephorus, a celebrated Greek hiftorian, a notorious 


error of his deteéted by Jofephus, 470. 


fifa, 
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Efait, the fon of Ifaac, born, 18. His wives, ib. Is 
{upplanted by his brother Jacob, ib, Marries an 
Tfhmaelitifh woman, 18. Amicable meciing with 
his brother Jacob, 21. Sells his birthright, 22. 
Divides pofieffions with Jacob, ib. His deicen- 


Gamala, a city oppofite Tarichez, upon ee 
its Gaston. Geinibed, and fiege By Ve dake 
403. Vigorous defence of the befieged, who de. 
{troy many of the Romans, ib. ‘Taken, and en 
-tered by Titus, and the deftruction and miter; : 
of the Jews there, 405. ce 










dants, 1b. 


Gath, in Paleftine, formerly a capital city of the 


Azra i fanéti f Merxes for In 
Efdras (Ezra) obtains the fanction o a ee en eae. 


rebuilding the temple, and reftoring the Jewith 
worship, 168. Is accompanied from Babylon to 
Jerufalem by great numbers of the Jews, and or- 
dains a faft, ib. Prevails on the people to put 
away their itrange wives, 169. Lis death, ib. 


Gaza, acelebrated city of the Philiftines, 690. 


difperfed Jews come to him, who deals candidly 


with them, ib. He, with his gueits, are barba. 
roufly flaughtered by Ifhmael and his party, 158, 


Gedaliab fet over the remnant in Judea, 157. The 


Ethiopia, how anciently divided, and defcription of 
its inhabitants, 688. 


Genezareth, lake of; defcribed, 401. Encounter 
upon it between the Jews and the Roman forces 
in which the former fuftain a terrible flaughter, 
and 30,4c0 of them fold tor faves, 402. “Ano. 
ther particular deicription of this lake, 6go. 


Eve, wife of Adam, her creation, and why fo call- 
ed, 7. Being deceived by the ferpent, fhe dil- 
obeys the Divine command, 8. Endeavours to 
exculpate herfelf, by attributing, her crime to the 
fubtle fuggettions of the ferpent, ib. Her pecu- 
liar punifhment, and expulfion, with Adatn’s, : . 3 
from paradife, ib. Gibeonites, terribly alarmed at the conquefts made in 

Canaan by the Ifraelitifh army under Jofhua, and 

particularly by their reducing Jericho and Ain 

fends deputies to Jofhua, and, by a fubrle artifice, 
are admitted into an amicable alliance with the 

Ifraclites, 65. The fraud being foon after difco- 

vered, they are condemned to be perpetual flaves 

66. Lhe neighbouring princes confederating 

againft them, in order to deftroy them for making 

a feperate treaty with their, common enemy, they 

apply to Jofhua for relief, who marches againtl 

the Canaanites, defeats them, and takes their 
kings prifoners, ib. 


F 


(Fact. ION of. Corah againft Mofes, account of 
it, and the dreadful punifhment infli€ted on the 
offenders, 44: 


Faétions, three in Jerufalem, headed by Eleazar, 
John, and Simon, during the laft calamitous fiege 
of that city by the Romans, commanded by Vei- 
pafian and Titus, and an account of the fhock- 
ing enormities and outrages committed by them, 


425, 426. 


Gideon, fon of Joath, is vifited by an angel, who 
encourages him to take upon him the command 
of a body of men, and affures him of fuccels 
again{ft the Midianites, 73. The angel appears 
aiecond time to him, and directs him in whac 
manner to attack the Midianites, whom he over- 
throws with great flaughter, and takes two of 
their kings prifoners, 74. Governs the people 40 
years, and dies in a good old age, ib. 


Famine in Jerufalem, during the fiege of it by the 
Romans, with the horrid circumitances and_mi- 
feries attending it, 438. Further accounts of the 
Jamentable effects of it, 441, 448, 449- 


Feftivals of the Jews, particularly that of the Ju- 
bilee, and the nature of the feventh year’s jab- 


Gifchala, a fmall city of Galilee, befieged by Titus, 
bath, 45. 


who addreffes the inhabitants in a fpeech, by 
whom he is received with acclamations, and ac- 
knowledged as their benetactor and prelerver, 
400. 


Foftus,. procurator of Judea, deftroys a feducer and 
his followers, 321. His death, 1b. 


Great Mogul, account of the extent of his empire, 


Flerus, Geffius, appointed by Nero to fucceed in 
610, O11. 


the government of Judea, his avaricious and 
cruel difpofition, 323. Inftigates the Jews to 
take up arms againit the Romans, which laid the 
foundation of that war which paved a way to 
the deftruétion of their nation, ib. His great 
depravity, and tyrannical conduct towards the 
Jews, 369 & feq. The people folicic permiffion 
trom Agrippa, to fend deputies to Nero, witha 
complaint againft him, 372. 


ch 


HAGA, Abraham’s hand-maid, having de- 
{pifed her miftrefs, and being given up to he 
refentment, flies trom her into the wildernels, 
where fhe is vifited by an angel, who perfuades 
her to return, and be obedient to her miftrefs, 14. 
Is at length banifhed from Abraham's houfe, 2h 
retiring into the wildernefs with her infant iva 
Ifhmael, is there accolted a_fecond time by aa 
angel, who relieves her diftrefs, and preserves the 
child’s life in a wonderful manner, 15. 


Forging invented by Tubal, the fon of Lamech, 9. 


Funerals, ordinances of the Jews concerning them, 
486 


G 

Ham, one of the fons of Noah, account of his de- 
: ; fcendants, 12. Elas a curfe entailed on his po- 
G44LE protects the Shechemites againft their enc- iterity, ib. 
mies, but is at length reprefented as a coward L . ; 
by Zebul, and expelled the city, 75. Haman, envious of the Jews, plots their deftruction, 
and obtains a decree for their extirpation by 2 
general maffacre, 171. Ereéts a gibbet for the 
execution of Mordecai, to whom he is afte! 
wards enjoined to do honour, 172, 173. Efther 
accufes him to the king, who retahiates his hort! 

defign upon himleit, 173. , 


Gabinius, a Roman general, his fuccefsful exploits 
in Syria, 217. 


Galatians {aid to be defcended from Gomar, of the 


offspring of Japhet, the fon ot Noah, 11. 


Galilee, formerly a province in Judea, defeription 


; Hebrews, account of their origin, 12. 
of, 68g, 6go. 
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Febrews, various occurrences relating to them, 50. 
Conquer the Ammonites, and pofiets their land, 
5t. Torally rout the Midianites, and obtain 
trom them an immente booty, 44. Encamp on 
the borders of Canaan, 64. Miraculous pailage 
for them over the river Jordan, and their nume- 
rous conqueits in Canaan, 64. & feq. 


Tlebren, in Judea, 2 city OF great antiquity, fup- 
pofed to have been the refidence of Abraham, 
420. See alfo 692. 


flelen, queen of Adiabedna, and Tzates, her fon, 
who embraced the Jewith religion, account of 
them, 315. 


Ifcrod, ftiled the Great, oppofed by Antigonus, 
whom he totally routs, 224. Accufed by the 
Jews, 225. Applies to’ the king of Arabia; is 
repulled; @oes to Egypt, and at length arrives 
at Rome, where he relates his whole adventures 
to Anthony, who, together with Augutlus, ef: 
poule his caufe, 227. Reduces Joppa, railes the 
liege of Maflada, takes Rola, and advances to- 
wards the city of Jerufalem, 228. Sends his bro- 

ther into Idumaa; takes Sepphoris, und fupplies 

the Roman army with provifions when dittrefled 
by Antigonus, 229. Is honourably received by 

Anthony, and wonderfuily prelerved from im- 

minenct danger, 230. Prevents the defolation of 

Jerufalem, when taken by the Romans, 231. Pro- 

motes his adherents, and revenges himlelf on 

thole of Antigonus, 233. Plunders the city of 

Its wealth, ib. Overthrows the Arabians in two 

battles, 237, Elis {peech ro encourage the foldiers 

to fight manfully againit the Arabians, who fut. 


tain a great {laughter from the Jewith forces, 238, 


239. Commits the government to the care of 
his brother Pheroras, 240. His ipeech to Calar, 
ibid. He is confirmed in the government of Ju- 
dea, and entertains Ceelar fumptuoufly at Pro- 
Jemais, 241. Acquires great popularity among 
the Romans, 241, 242. Elis magnificent palace, 
and other works, 245. Sends his two fons to 
Rome, 246. Rebuilds the temple, ancl deferip- 
tion of it, 248) 249. His journey to Rome, and 
Gracious reception by Carfar, 250. Mutual friend- 
fhip between him and Agrippa, 251. Sets up An- 
tipater in oppofition to his brothers, who at length 
obtain his favour, 253. Builds feveral cities, and 
rebuilds the temple of Apollo, 255. Rifles the 
lepulchre of David, 267. Diflurbances in hig 
family, 257. Lortures to death the triends of 
Alexander, 2595 39-6. Telis miferable condition, 
ib. 1s reconeited to his two fons, and afterwards 
undertakes an expedition again{t the Arabians, 
many of whom he puts to the {word, 2Go. Caular, 
incented at him, reje€ts his embally, but is afters 
wards reconciled to hin, 201, 203. His barbarity 
to his dons, &c. ib. Antipater, his fon, medi- 
tates his deflruGion, 270, lortifies himfelf a. 
gainil the ‘Trachonites, 271. Artful correfpon- 
dence beeween him and Antipater, who, being ac- 
cuted, makes his delence, 27-4 Is teized with a 
diflemper, and makes his will, 276. J lis polden 
eagle pulled down trom the front of the temple 
by Judas and Matthias, and what enfucd there. 
Upon, 277. Inereale of his diflemper, and tor. 
ture, but neverthelels he continues lo exercile his 
craclty, ib. His death, and Pompous funeral, 
270) 305. Particular account of his progeny, 2ge, 
See allo p. 337, & feq. 


Herod, the ‘Vetrareh, his tranfactions, with Philip 
Kis colleague, in Judea, 287, Builds the city “Vi. 
berias, in honour’ to the emperor ‘Viberius, ibid, 
tlolilities between him ind a\Vretas, whote daugh. 
ter he had married, and the caule of them, 240, 
tmprifons, and alterwards puts to death, Jolin the 
Baprill, aan ble Gees to Rome with Flerodias 
his wite, bur Aprippa counteracting his defiens, 
he ishunithed, with J Jerodias, to Lyons, durinys 
his lite, by the emperor Caius, 295. is death, 


yah 
31h, 
No, oO. 


Hezekiah afcends the tlirone of Judah, and {ets 
about a reformation in religion, 148. “Fis extra- 
ordinary exertions for reclaiming: the Iraelites 
from idolatry; he alfo puts the temple in order, 
and fubdues the Philiftines, ib. Implores the Diz 
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pce Iaiah, and obtains aflu rance of luccels, 151. 
falls into a dangerous Ulnefs, and has his prayer 
granted fora prolongation of his lite; ib. Lis 
death, 152. 
Lligh-prichis, Jewith, number and fucceflion of 


them, 322. 


Llivam, king: of Tyre, fends ambaffadors to So- 
yon to congratulate him on his acceffion to the 
throne, 18. “Declines accepting Solomon’s pre- 
lent of twenty cities in Galilee, but receives an 
annual acknowledgment of corn, wine, and oil, 
from that prince, Y22. 


flofea Nays Pekah, king of Ifracl, and ufurps the 
throne, 1.47. Is vanquifhed, and laid under con- 
tribution, by the king of Aflyria, 148, 


J. 


ACOB, fon of Tfaac, and twin brother of Isfau, 
his birth, 18. Perfonates his brother, whona 
he fupplants, and obtains his fathers fpecial blet- 
fing, ibid. Sets out for Metopotamia, to treat 
about_a match with the daughter of Laban, 18. 
His vifion of the ladder, and fubftance of thead- 
drefs of the Almighty to him, 19. His promife 
of a facrifice to God, and vowto him, ib. His 
fervice to Laban of feven years tor Rachel, but 
being deceived by her father, he ferves leven years 
more for her, ib. Names of Jacob’s fons by 
Leah, 20, Vindication of his conduét, in fecrer- 
Jy departing from Laban, ib. Jinters, on part- 
ing, into afolemncovenant with his father-in-law, 
ib. Sends a friendly meflage to his brother Etau; 
and afterwards has a vifion, and wreflles with an 
angel, ib. Salutation between him and Iéfau, 
from whom he meets with a kind reception, 21. 
His domettic felicity, opulence, and extraordi- 
nary endowments of’ his children, 22. AN his 
fons, except Benjamin, fent into Ingypt to buy 
corn, 25. Remarkable adventure which enfued. 
thercupon, 25, &e, Is, alter much difficulty, 
perfuaded to tend Benjamin to Igypr, 26. Int 
meration of his projeny, 28. Goes into Igypr, 
on the invitation of his ton Jofeph, the Governor, 
and his reception there, ib. “ Account of the pro- 
phecics concerning him and Mfau, 637. And his 
potlerity, 639. His death, 29, ; 


Yadon, the prophet who forctold the deftruction of 
the alear ac Bethel, Nain by a lion, 126, 

Taphet, his progeny, 11. Said to be the founder of 

the Median niulion, ib, 


ddiimrans, a body of 20,000 Of them, admitted by 
the sealots into Jerulalem, find commit horrid 
barbarities there, ta. Being difputted at the ine 
famous character of the zealots, they recurn fud- 
denly home, 4s. 


Teboahax, king, of Hracl, an abandoned prince, 
Hise Implores and obtains the Divine aid und 
protection, ny. Elis death, ib. 


Teloiada, the high-pricth, his wife Fovernment and 
remulations, Me. Anoints and Prochiims Joath 
kine, ib, Defipna ot repairing the temple Xe. 
and death, 143, 


Seboiakinn, kings of Judah, made tributary to Ne 
buchadnezazar, kings of Babylon, roy. Put ty 
death by him, 155. 


$s 


Thea tit, 


vine aid againit the A flyrians, applies to rhe pro-, 
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¥eboram, brother of Ahaziah, fucceeds him in the 

” throne of Ifrael, and engages in an expedition 
againfl the Moabites, 136. Eis profligacy, cru- 
elty, and impiety, 142. His death, ib. 


Sehofbapbat fucceeds his father in the throne of Ju 
dah, 129. His wife and virtuous conduct an 
policy, 133. Imprudently joins with Ahad in 
an expedition againit the Syrians, and is reproved 
by the prophet for fo doing, 133, 135- Promotes 
the practice of religion, and the exercile of jut- 
tice, and is miraculoufly delivered from the hol- 
tile atcempts of the Moabites and their confede- 
rates againit him, 135. His death, 137. 


%ebu anointed king by Elifha, 140. Caufes Ahab’s 

“fons to be flain, 141. Projects and executes a 
{cheme for the deftruétion of Baal’s falfe prophets 
and prielts, 142. 


htba, by the Divine appointment, takes the com- 
Deer ke army, oor Hs rafh vow, ib. Over- 
throws the Ammionites, and refcues the Ifraclites 
from bondage, ib. Performance of his vow, by 
facrificing his daughter, 77.. Cuts off 20,c00 
Ephraimites, ib. His death, ib. 


“eremiab foretells the deftruction of Jerufalem, and 
the Babylonifh captivity, 155.. Is tortured and 
imprifoned, Countels the multitude. Is caft in- 
to a miry pit, and delivered by means of an Ethi- 
opian, 156. Fis advice to Zedekiah, and fulfil- 
ment of his predictions, ib. Releafed, and treated 
with refpe€t, 157. Enjoins the Jews not to go 
into E,gypt, 158. 


Sericho, and the circumjacent country, defcribed, 
418, 692. 


Feroboan is promifed the ten tribes, which he ob- 
tains, but ungratefully fets up idolatry, 125. Be- 
comes totally abandoned, 126. His wives and 
offspring, ib. His meffage to Ahijah the pro- 
phet, to enquire concerning the recovery of his 
fon, 127. Circumvents the army of Abijah, but 
is defeated by him, 128. His death, ib. 


Serufalem befieged, and the lower town taken, by 
the Hebrews, 69. Siege raifed ib. Its de- 
ftruction foretold by Jeremiah, 153. Laid wafte 
by Nebuchadnezzar, who appoints Jehoiachin to 
the fucceffion, 154. Befieged and taken by the 
Babylonians, 155, 156. The city, temple, and 
palace deftroyed, 157. Invetted by Antiochus, 
203. A peitilence there, 242. A cumulc followed, 
by great calamities there, in which the books of 
Mofes are deftroyed, and many Jews perish, 318. 
Affecting relation of its internal miferies from the 
factious parties, 426. Defeription of it as it ap- 
peared in the time of Jofephus, 429. Portendous 
figns which preceded its deftruction, 451. Taken 
by the Romans, 455. 


“Fefus, or Jafon, fuccceds Onias in the pontificate, 
185, 


yews, decree obtained by Haman for their extirpa- 
tion, 71. Hither undertakes co intercede with 
the king in their behalf, 172. Avenge themfelves 
on their enemies, 17-4. Dileraced tor their lacri- 
lege, ib, Favour fhewn them by Prolemy, the 
fon of Lagus, and by Ptolemy Philadelphus, 176, 
we? Decree of Prolemy tor teceing: them at lie 
berty, and his exceflive bounty co them, 178. 
Privileges granted to them by Seleucus Nica. 
nor, and further favours conferred on them by 
Marcus Agrippa, i8e. Plarraged during the war 
of Anriochus, ib, tecterof Antiochus the Great 
to Poolemy in favour of them, and his decree in 
honour of their temple, 182. Siflreftd by the 
Samaritans, tb, Maffacre of them onthe fabbath 
day, 18). Opprefled hy famine and peflilence, 
top. Adexander the Great decides a dilpute in 
ther favour, 197, Deerce of the Roman fenare 
in behalot them, rog.  Dediéts in their favour, 
224. General mutter of them at the inflance of 








Machzeras, 229. Horrid maffacre of that people; 
231. Theirembaffy to Auguftus Ceefar, and his 
decrees in their behalf, 256. Fifty thouland of 
them cut off by the confederated Greeks and Sy- 
rians, 300. Their quarrel with the Samarians, 
and its confequences, 319. Fifty thoufand flain 
by Alexander, who exereies the moft horrid cru. 
elties upon them, 320. Oppreffed by the Pharifees 
under falfe pretences, 330. Grievoufly infuhed 
and perfecuted, 370. Above 20,coo of them maf. 
facred at Ceefarea, and others fent in chains to the 
gallies, by order of Florus, 377. Their infatuated 
conduct expoled, anda great flaughter of them ar 
Scythopolis, by the inhabitants of that city, 378, 
They make a furious fally upon the Romans on 
the fabbath day, and kill upwards of sco of the 
enemy, 380. “Uhey infule the ambaffadors of 
Agrippa, who advifed them to treat of an alliance 
with the Romans, ib. Hlarrafs the Roman army 
in their march to Bethoron, 383. Ten thouland 
of them maffacred at Damatcus, ib. Great 
flaughter made among them by the Romans, 387. 
They make a vigorous fally upon the Romans, 
whom they force to abandon their camp, 427, 


«Many of the Romans flain by them, 428. They 


overcome the Romans in an encounter before Je- 
rufalem, 435. The Arabians and Syrians in Je- 
rufalem rip up 2000 of them to get the gold they 
had {fwallowed, 442. Dreadful flaughter and 
maffacre of them after the taking of Jeralulem, 
450, 451. Grievoufly oppreiied by taxes under 
Domitian, 651. Their abje&t wretchednets under 
Adrian, the Roman emperor, 553. Their hum. 
ble flate and condition in the reign of that prince, 
556. Privileges granted them by Antoninus 
Pius, who becomes a profelyte to the Jewith reli- 
Sion, 557... Thofe in the ealt rebel againit Mar- 
cus Aurelius, who tubdues them, 558. Are fe- 
voured by Severus and Caracalla, the Roman em. 
perors, 561. Hleliogabalus meditates a perfecu- 
tion of them, but is prevented by death, 562. 
Their Jearned men in Perfia, &c. ibid. Sonic of 
their doctors that flourifhed in the eaft, 564. The 
circumcifed among them are perfecuted by Con- 
ftantius, whofe conduct againft them on that oc- 
cafion is vindicated, 565. Rebel againit Con- 
ftans, who iffiies edi¢ts againft them, 567. 
Their fynagogues deftroyed by the Chriftians in 
the empire of Theodofius, 569. Excite a tumult 
in Alexandria, 569, 570. Their privileges con- 
firmed at Rome by Valentinian, 572. Perle- 
cuted in Perfia, 573. Cruelly perfecuted by If 
digerdes, king of Perfia, who deprives. them of 
their fynagogues, 576. ‘Vhe fevere edicts of Jul- 
tinian againit them caufe an infurreétion and re. 
volt in Paleftine and Caclarea, 577, Cruelties 
exercifed by them on the Chriftians at Antioch, 
ib. Ordinances and regulations concerning them 
in different countries, and are expelled from Cler- 
mont in France, 479. Their different treatment 
in Syria, 583. Greatly favoured by Lewis Le 
Debonair, 584. Perfecuted in the reign of the 
caliph Cader, 586. Allo by the fulean Gola bk 
Donlat, 586. Perfecution of them in the reign of 
ahem, the third caliph, of the race of the Hate. 
mites, 587. Perfecuted by order of the king o 
Granada in Spain, 588. Cruchly perfecuted by, 
the crufaders, 590. Difcoveries of them, and ot 
Jewith monuments in the eafl, and in Egypr, & 
591. Protected by the popes Innocent II, and 
‘Alexander VT. but perfecuted in Spain and 
France, and are expelled from the latter, and 
afterwards recalled, 593. Greeks favourable 
them, 597... Perfeeuted at Poledo in Spain, and 
cruchly maffacred by the crutaders, ib. — Vhey are 
countenanced by Alphonto, king of Caflile, under 
whole protection many of their learned men flo 
rithed, 498. Dreadful mafhere and deftradict 
ol them in Suangucdoc and other parts of Frances 
09. Perlecured by Llenry TT, ing of Cafliles 
and oppreiied with heavy taxes in Arragon, ib 
Favoured by the popes, and perfecuted in Ital. 
6090, Opprefive decrees againtk them by the 
councils of Lyons and Vienna, Gor,  Perfecutes 
aod maflicred under Sainr Lewis and by them 
guifition, ib, urther fullerings in Lingland a 
“yancts 
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France, 602. Purchafe their fecurity of Henry 
HI. of England, but are heavily taxed there, 603. 
Are expelled from England by king Edward, 604. 
Accufations againtk them in Germany, and_ their 
perfecutions there, 604, 605. Several cities in 
that country, inftigated by an enthufiatl, commit 
multitudes of them to the Hames, 606. Perte- 
cuted and ftpoiled in Germany, under falle pre- 
tences, ib. Maflacred in Bohemia, and at length 
banifhed the empire, 606, 607. Banifhed out of 
Spain, 608. Perfidy of Emanuel, king ot Portu- 
gal, towards them, 609. Their Hagrant difimu- 
Jation in Spain expoted, ib. Horrid maffacre of 
them at Ifpahan, &c. 611. Places at which num- 
bers of them refide, 611, 612, 613, 614. Set up 
a printing prefs at Sapheta, 612. And at Con{tan- 
tinople tor Hebrew books, 615, Perfecuted by 
one pope and protected by another, 616. Perte- 
cuted at Naples by the Inquifition there, ib. 
Pope Pius IV. iffues rigorous edicts againit them, 
and Pius V. expels them from the ecclefiaftical 
itate, 617. Abfurd conduct of Clement VII. ro 
them, ib. Several of their learned men at Venice, 
where they are protected, and print a Hebrew 
bible, 6:7, 618. Countenanced in Italy, 619. 
Severe ordinances of the Council of Bafil againit 
them, 620. Several of them burnt at Mecklen- 
berg, ib. Banifhed trom Bavaria, Nufemberg, 
and Cologne, 621. Account of tome of their duc- 
tors and learned men, 623. State and reception of 
them at Bohemia, Hungary, Moravia, Hanburgh 
and Holand, 624, 625. R. Lizati, of Venice, his 
account of chemi in Jeveral parts of the world, 628. 
Their prefenc ttate in the Hatt Indies, and among 
the Turks, 629. Their recall foretold by Hoiea 
and Sc. Paul, 630. ‘Their prefene ttate; and an 
account of their different oppreffors in antienc 
times, who were atte; wards punifhed, 644. 


Fezebel, wife of Ahab, king of Ifrael, trodden under 
foot, and corn by dogs, as was foretold, 141. 


index, geographical and deferiptive, of the principal 
places mentioned in Jofephus, 675, & feq. 


Foad perfidioufly flays Amafa, 110. Befieges and 
takes the city Abel, ib. 1s beheaded by the com- 
mand of Solomon, 177. 


Foafe, fon of Jehoahaz, raifed to the throne of Judah 
by Jehoiada, the high prieit, 142. His degene- 
racy after the death of Jehoiada, 143. Plunders 
the temple to redeem Jerufalem, vilits Elifha in 
his illnefs, and js at length fain by the friends of 


Zechariah, 143, 144. 


‘Fobn, leader of the factions in Jerufalem, inflames 
the people of that city againit the Romans, and 
perfuades them to profecute the war, 407. Lis 
infamous character and praétices, 409. Lis artful 
ipeech to the zealots, in which he calumniates 
Ananus, who oppoles the factious party, 410. 
Robs the temple of its treafure, 442. Is made 

rifoner by the Romans, on their taking Jerufa- 
em, and confined for life, 456. See alio page 
402. 


Jonah, the prophet, fent to denounce God’s judg- 
ments againft Nineveh, his difobedience of the 
divine command punithed, 145. Goes to Nineveh, 
and executes his commiffion, ib. 


Fonathan, the fon of Saul, king of Ifrael, obtains 
a_complete victory over the Philiftines, 16. 
His generous refolution, and incurs the curfe of 
his father, ib. Proves David’s firm and faithful 
friend when perfecuted by Saul, 90. Recémmends 
him to the favour of Saul, ib. Forms a league of 
amity with David, 22. Informs his friend of all 
Saul’s evil defigns and projeéts againtt him, and 
renews the league he had entered into with him, O04 


Fonathan, facceffor of Judas Maccabeus, defeats, 
y ftratagem, the plot Bacchides had formed a- 
gain{t him, 194. Applies himfelf to political 














regulations, and receives propofals of a league 
and alliance with Demetrius, ib. Epiltles of A- 
lesander and Demetrius to him, 196, Great ho- 
nours conferred upon him, 197. He takes Jop- 
pa, engages and defeats Appollonius, and barns 
the temple of Dagon, 198. Obtains feveral im-, 
munities for Judea, and carries on the fiege of 
the citadel of Jerulalem, 199. Is highly honoured 
by Antiochus, whole intereft he cipoufes, 200. 
Sends ambafladors to the Romans and Laceda- 
monians, ib. Ravages Arabia, is taken prifoner, 
and his people maflacred, 201. Eis death lament- 
ed by the people, ib. See allo p. 327. 


Fonathan, ringleader of the Sicarii, firft feourged, 


and then burnt alive, by order of Vefpafian, 476. 


Joppa taken and cel rore by Ceftius, the Roman 


general, and all the inhabitants, to the number of 
8000, put to the fword, 379. Delcribed, 398, 399. 
Allo 694. 


Fofeph, the fon of Jacob, by Rachel, his remarkable 


dreams excite the envy of his brethren, who feek 
to take away his life, but are reflrained by their 
brother Reuben, 23. They let him down ‘into a 
pit, and afterwards fell him to the Ifhinaclites, 
who difpoie of him in Egypt, where he is advanced 
in the fervice of Potiphar, ib. He is tempted to 
Jewdnels by his own miftrefs, buc fpurns at her 
overtures with abhorrence, 23, 24. Being faltely 
acculed by his miftrefs, he is Committed co prifon, 
where he prelerves his integrity, and is favoured 
by the keeper, 24. Expounds the dreams of 
Pharaoh’s butler and baker, and interprets them, 
24, 25. Interprets Pharaoh’s dream, and adviles 
the king of Egypt by what means to preferve his 
country from the fatal effects of a feven years fa- 
mine foretold by him, 25. Acquires great repu- 
tation in Egypt for his extraordinary wildom, and 
is appointed prime minifter there, ib. His ttern 
behaviour to his brethren, on their arrival in, #- 
gypt to purchale corn, ib. Infitts on their fetch- 
ing his brother Benjamin to him, and in the 
mean time detains Simeon as an hoftage, 26. Eis 
fcheme to prove his brethrens attachment to 
Benjamin, on whofe arrival Simeon is relealed, 
26,27. Dilclofes himfelf to them, 27,28. Sends 
his brethren, with many prefents, to bring their fa- 
ther to him, 28. His excellent policy with refpeét 
to the inhabitants, 29. Makes a magnificent fu- 
neral for his father, ib, His death, ib. 


Fofephus, the_Jewith hiftorian, made governor of 


both the Galilees, and of the {trong fortrefs of 
Gamala, 382. His wife and politic conduét, and 
the number of his army, ib. His dangerous 
fituation, from the artful infinuations of John, a 
notorious impoftor, 382. On the approach of 
Vefpafian towards Galilee, his foldiers defer him, 
which occafions him to decline his war-like pur- 
fuits, and retire to Tiberias, 390. Stratagems 
made ufe of by him to elude the hopes of the 
Romans refpeéting the reduétion of Jotapata, 392, 
393. Jiis dreams and revelations touching the 
calamities that were to befal his countrymen, 396. 
Elis feech to the Jews, tending to diffuade them 
from fuicide, 397. Remarkable circumftance 
of his cafting lots with the Jews for their lives, 
398. His prophetic fpeech to Vefpafian refpecting 
his fucceffion to the Roman empire, &c. ib. Ts 
releafed from prifon by order of Vefpafian after 
his advancement to the empire, 423. His exhor- 
tation to the Jews in Jerufalem, when befieged by 
the Romans, 436. Is wounded ina defperate fally 
made by the Jews, 442. He exhorts them, ina 
fpeech, to fave the city, &c. 446. Being accufed 
by the Jews, he is favoured by Vefpafian, and 
difcharged, 467. : 


Josephus, account of his hiftory, and defence of it, 
His wife method of _ 


470. Fils life, 518 &€ feq. 
government, and detection of the rreacherous de- 
ligns of his enemies againft him, 521, Inftances 

of 
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of his extraordinary moderation and generofity, 
521, 8c, His remarkable dream, and active zeal 
tor the fervice and protection of the Jews in Ga- 
lilee, 525. Is greatly careffed and tavoured by 
the people, 526. Efcapes a inare craftily laid for 
him by Jonathan and his colleagues, ib. A def- 
perate faction againft him in Tiberias, 527. ‘Trea- 
cherous defign fet on foot by John and Jonathan 
to deltroy him, but is fcreened from their rage by 
the multitude, 528. Befieges Tiberias, which he 
enters, and fends moftof the authors of the revolt 
prifoners to Jotapata, 529. His expoftulatory 
Jetter to Juftus, wherein he defends himfelf from 
the falfe affertions of his enemies, 529. Makes 
ufe of a ftratragem in order to preferve the Sep- 
phorites from ruin, 531. His army routed and 
put to flight by Sylla the Roman general, who laid 
an ambuicade for him, 532. He receives extra- 
ordinary marks of favour, and is highly honour- 
ed by Vefpafian, Titus and Domitian, ib. 


Fofoua appointed general of the Ifraelites, 37. Ob- 
tains a fignal victory over the Amalekites, ib. Is 
made, according to the Divine command, the fuc- 
ceffor of Mofes in the feveral offices of a prophet, 
leader and governor, 54. Sends fpies to Jericho, 
and puts the army in readinefs to march again{ft 
the place, 63. Calls the tribes together, and re- 
minds them of their promifes to Moles, ibid. 
Marches with his army to the banks of Jordan, 
ib. Sacrifices upon an altar of ftones, and cele- 
brates the paffover, 64. His prayer and expoftu- 
lation with the Divine Being, on account of the 
repulle the Ifraelites met with from their enemies, 
65. Takes Ai, ib. Enters intoa league with the 
Gibeonites, who deceive him, ib. Difcovers his 
miftake, and punifhes them for the impofture, 65. 
Relieves the Gibeonites at their requeft, gains a 
compleat victory over the enemy, and_lays the 
country of Canaan waftc, 66. Marches from Gil- 
gal to Shiloh, and ereéts an altar there; alfo at 
Shechem and’ Mount Gerizim. Calls an affem- 
bly, and reminds them of the Divine Favours 
vouchfafed tothem, 67. Sends commiffioners to 
furvey the country of Canaan, which he divides 
among the tribes by lot, ib. Gives them a ftrict 
and folemn charge to extirpate the Canaanictes ; 
and addreffes his troops that come beyond Jor- 
dan, ib. Retires to Shechem, calls a general af- 
fembly, and delivers his laft exhortation, 68. His 
death and character, 69. 


¥ofiab, fon and fucceflor of Manaffeh, king of Ju- 
dah, his zeal for the caufe of true religion, and 
attention to the morals of the people, 152. Re- 
pairs the temple, re-eltablifhes Divine worhhip, 
extirpates idolatry, and celebrates the paffover, 
153. Is mortally wounded in-confequence of his 
oppofition to Pharaoh-Nicho, king of Egypt, 154. 


Fotapata, extrordinary bravery of the Jews in de- 
fence of it, and the methods practifed by them to 
annoy and repel the Romans, 394.. Taken by 
Vefpafian and demolifhed ; 40,000 of the inhabi- 
tants being flain, and 1200 taken prifoners, 396. 


Yotham, fon of Hezekiah king of Judah, proves a 
pious and victorious prince, and lays the Ammo- 
nites under contribution, 147. 


Dfaac promifed, 14. His birth, 15. Refignation to 
the divine command, 16. When about to be fa- 
crificed by Abraham, a ram fupplies his place, ib. 
Marries Rebecca, 17. Goesto Gera, 18. Sends 
Efau_co hunt for venifon, that he may bleis him, 
ib. Death, 21. 


Ifbofbeth, Saul’s fon, proclaimed king by Abner, 
100. Is flain by treachery, 101. 


Lfmael born, 14. His progeny, 15. Are the pro- 
genitors of the Arabians, ib. Prophecies refpeét- 
ing him, and their fulfilment, 635, 636. 


Ifraelites, their origin, 20. March out of Egypt un- 
der the conduct of Mofes, 93. Encamp at He- 


lim; ib. Murmur againft Mofes, 36. Are apn. 
peafed by him, ib. Miraculoufly delivered bir, 
flight of quails, and afterwards by the defcent of 
manna, ib. Rourthe Amalekites, 39. Mutiny 
againft Mofes and Aaron, 46. Wage war with 
the Canaanites, contrary to the advice of Mofes 
and are defeated, 48. Impute all their calamities 
to Mofes, 50, Fall from luft into idolatry, 53 
Directions how to govern themfelves when in the 
land of Canaan, ib: Worfted at Ain, 65. Prayer 
and humiliation, ib. Relent towards the Cana- 
anites, 69. Difpenfe with the divine command 
ib. ‘Take an oath not to intermarry with the 
Benjamites, ib. March againft them, and are de- 
feated, ib. Draw them into an ambuhh, ib. Their 
total degeneracy, and confequent punifhmenr 
72. Oppreffed by Eglon, and delivered by Ehud? 
ib. Hardened in iniquity, ib. Slaves to the 
Canaanites, 73. Delivered by Deborah and Ba- 
rak, ib, Corrupted in religious government and 
manners, 76. In bondage to the Philiftines forty 
years, 77. 


Fubal, brother of Cain, the inventor of mufic, 9. 


Judea greatly opprefitd under Caffius and Herod, 
253. A grievous famine there, fucceeded by a 
peililence, 245. Over-run with freebooters, 282. 
Its defolated and wretched condition, 444. De. 
ftruction of itby Vefpafian, 645. 


Judas, fucceffor of Matthias, defeats the Syrian 
army, and flays their general in finglecombar, 187, 
Slays Seron, and routs his army, 188. Defeats 
by ftratagem the Syrian army, commanded by 
Lyfias, ib. Gains a fecond victory over the Sy. 
rians, repairs to Jerufalem, and purifies the tem- 
ple, 189. Repels the attacks of his enemies, ex- 
tends his conquefts, and twice puts Timotheus.to 
flight, ib. Befieges and takes the city of Ephron, 
and afterwards advances to engage Antiochus, 
190. Is defeated by Nicanor, and flies to Jerufa- 
Jem, but afterwards gains a complete victory over 
the Affyrian forces, and Nicanor is flain, 192. . 
Succeeds Alcimus in the priefthood, and forms 
a league with the Romans, 193. His magnani- 
mous refolution, noble death, and character, ib. 
See alfo p. 327. 


Yulien, a Roman centurion, account of a brave ex- 
ploit performed by him, in which heis flain, 445. 


Fulian, the apoftate, in order to augment the ene- 
mies of Chriftianity, and promotePaganifm, grants 
protection to the fom: 567. 


K. 
KING, defired by the Ifraelites, and Saul chofen, 
$4. 


King, the tyrannical conduct and government of one 
reprefented to the difcontented Ifraelites by Sa- 
muel, 85. 


King, the requifite qualifications which conftitute a 
good one, S&S. 


L. 


[4BAN receives Jacob with the moft folemn af- 
furances of iupport and prote&tion, 19. His 
deception, and {pecious apology for it, ib. Over- 
takes Jacob in his flight, and chides him for his 
clandeftine departure, but being warned of God 
ina dream, refrains from hurting him, 21. Is 
reconciled, and makes a league with him. ib. 


Law, Jewith, tranflation of it finifhed in feventy- 
two days, 180. 


Laws of the Hebrews, abftract of them, 56. Thole 
for facrifices, 43. For feafts, 44. For the ieee 
atio 
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lation of priefts, and other civil, political, and 
religious matters, 44, 


Laws among the Greeks, their origin, 485. Vindi- 
cation of the Jewifh, 489. 


Leah, daughter of Laban, obtruded upon Jacob, 
inttead of Rachel, for whom he ferved feven 
years, 19. Her children by Jacob, 20. 


Legiflators, heathen, their abominable propenfities 
and practices centured, 489. 


Levite, hiftory of the abufe of his wife by the in- 
habitants of Gibeah, and an account of the de- 
ftructive war which enfued between the tribe of 
Benjamin and the other cribes thereupon, 70. 


Levites, being dedicated toGoa’s immediate fervices, 
are exempted trom military offices, that they 
might attend without interruption to the duties 
of their function, 50. 


Longevity of the antediluvians, caufes of it deduced 
from various authors, 10. 


Lot, the brother of Abraham, having aflifted the 
inhabitants of Sodom in repelling an invafion of 
the Affyrians, is vanquifhed and taken peioner 
by them, 13. Ts refeucd oy Abraham, rg. Mn- 
tertains three angels, who warn him to depart the 
city, which was devoted cto deitruction for Its 
enormous wickednets, 15. “Lhe Sodomites offer- 
ing violence ro him, he withdraws from the city, 
ib. His wite’s punifimenc tor dilobeying the di- 
vine injunction, ib. Goes to Zoar, where his 
daughters entnare him co commie incelt, and the 
iue of that contrivance, ib. 


Longinus, of the equeflrian order, and an officer in 
the army of ‘Virus, a remarkable inttance of his 


courage, 4.34. 


Luther, Martin, his reafons for cenfuring and oppo- 
fing the Jews, 622. 


Ni. 


M4CCABEES, hittorical account of their martyr- 
dom, 4go0, & feq. 


Magiftracy, Jewith, foundation of it, 56. 


Man, account of his origin, formation, and firft re- 
fidence, 7. His fall by tranigreffion, and punifh- 
ment, 8 Duration of his lite limited to 120 
years, gy. 


Manaffah, fon and fucceffor of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, proves a profligate and abandoned prince, 
152. is overcome and carried into captivity by 
the Chaldaans; but, upon repentance, is reilor- 
ed to his kingdom, and effeéts a reformation in re- 
ligion and manners, ib. Dies, and is fucceeded 
by his fon Amon, whois cut offin the fourth year 


of his reign, ib. 


Manethen, an egyptian writer on the Jewith affairs, 
fallities in his hillory expofed and accounted for, 


475+ a 
Adaine providentially fent from heaven, to relieve 


the Ifraclites from the famine they: fuftained in the 
wildernefs, 36. 


AManoab, an Uraelite of the tribe of Dan, makes 
fupplication to God for a lawful heir to fucceed 
him, 77. His requett granted, and has a fon 
named Samion, ib. 


Mariam, (or Miriam,) fitter of Mofes, watches him 
when floating on the water, 30. Herdeath, 51. 
No. 60. ( 


Marianne, wife of Herod, conceives a ftrong anti- 
pathy co him, 24t. Behaves to him with a cold 
indifference, which greatly agitates and tortures 
the mind of Herod, who neverthelefs is afraid to 
Sive full {cope to his refentment, ib. Reproaches 
Herod for having murdered her father and bro- 
ther, 242. Is put to death by him, and behaves 
with extraordinary courage and intrepidity, ib. 
Her character, ib. 


Maffacre, dreadful one of the Jews, on the taking 
of Galilee by the Romans, 305. Horrid maflacies 
in Jerufalem by the Idumeans, 413. A matfacre 
of them by the Syrians, 519. See Jews. 






















Maffada, a trong hold in the poffeflion of the Ro- 
mans, furprifed by the Jews, who put the garrifon 
to the iword, 375. Seized upon by LE leazar, 
377- 

Matthias and his fons, their zeal and refolution for 


the religion of their country, 186. Dying exhor- 
tation of Matthias to his fons, 187. 


Melehifedeck, king of Solyma, his excellent qualifi- 
cations for both king and prieft, 14. Entertains 
Abram and his followers, and receives from chat 
patriarch the tench of the {poils he had taken from 


the Affyrians, ib. 


Menahem, king of Urael, his horrid barbarity and 
death, 1.40. 


Meffiah, prophecy of Mofes concerning him cleared 
up, and demonitfited to mean only Jefus Chritt, 
the Saviour of mankind, 671. Similitude between 
himand Moles pointed out, 672. 


Afyouah, Jewith account of its completion, and ex- 
tract trom it, 556. 


Mochites overcome by the confederate kings of 
Tiracl, Judea, and Idumea, 137. 


Moguls, or ‘Vartars, account of the new monarchy 
tormed by them in Afia, 576, 577. 


Mofis, the celebrated Jewifh legiflator, and fon of 
Amram, is put into a wicker cradle, and caft into’ 
the river three months after his birth, in confe- 
quence of the cruel ediét of Pharaoh king of 
Ligypr, bue wonderfully preferved by the king’s 
daughter, 30. lis eminent mental qualities and 
perfonal attractions, ib, ‘he Meyptians, at the 
initance of the oracle, appoine him their leader in 
a warthcy wereengaged in with the Ithiopians, ib. 
Tle obtains a complete victory over them, 3i. 
Tharbis, the king of Lthiopia’s daughter, be- 
comes paffionately enamoured of him, ib. “he 
Egyptians conipire againit his life, whereupon he 
¢icapes to the city of Midian, where, by his kind 
offices, he gains the good will of the daughters of 
Raguel, ib. Is made overfeer of the flocks of 
Ragacl, who gives him his daughter Zipporah 
in marriage, ib. Flas a wonderful vifion, and a 
moftaulpicious oracle from the burning bufh, and 
receives a commiffion from God to go into Egypt 
and to refcue the Hraclites from their Eeyptian 
bondage, 31, 32. Being diffident of his abilities 
for fuch an important bufinels, he is encouraged 
by the Almighty to engage in it, 32. ‘Lhree ex- 
traordinary miracles, his rod becoming a ferpent 
his right hand becoming leprous, and prefently 
reftored, and the water he drew out of a well be- 
Ing turned into blood, caufe him to aflume refo- 
lution, and comply with the Divine command 
ib, Arrives in Egypt, and difclofes his com. 
mifGon; but is treated with raillery by Pharaoh 
before whom he works miracles, and inflicts ten 
plagues upon the Egyptians, 32,33. Tlavingob. 
tained of Pharaoh Jeave for the departure of the 
Ifraclites, after the extermination of all their 
firft-born, he leads them out of Egypt, and in- 
ftitures the feaft of unleavened bread, 33. Strik- 
ing inftance of his faith and Piety, 34. Divides 
the Red Sea with his rod, and the waters parting, 
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afford a paffage for the Ifraelites, but overwhelm 
the Egyptian arniy, ib. Gocs to Mount Sinai, 
and facrifices there, ib. At his interceffion the 
water in the defert is purified for the ufe of the 
people, 35. He is threatened to be {toned by the 
ifraclites, who are diftreffed for provifion, and un- 
juftly afcribe all their mileries to him, 36- Re- 
minds the Ifraelices of God’s former favour and 
protection towards them, and by his eloquence 
appeates the multitude, 1b. Supplicates the Di- 
vine affiftance, and a prodigious number of quails 
alighe in the camp of the Hebrews for their fufte- 
nance, ib. Ar the command of God he cautes 
water to iffue froma rock, 37. Appoints Jothua 
general againft the Amalekires, and afterwards 
arrives at Mount Sinai, where he celebrates a fa- 
crifice and feltival, ib. Difplays the Divine mer- 
cies to the Hfraclites, ib. Receives the Jaw from 
God, and communicates it to the Ifraclites, 39. 
Re-afcends the mount, and tarries there forty 
days; builds a tabernacle, and appoints Aaron, 
his brother, ‘hizgh-prielt, 42. Conlecrates the ta- 
bernacle, ib. Numbers the people, 45. -Sends 
fpies to take a furvey of Canaan, 46. Tells the 
multitude, that the Almighty, for their murmur- 
ings and rebellion, would not fuffer them to en- 
ter the land of Canaan, but that their children 
fhould be put into the full poffeffion of it, ibid. 
His power and authority compleat and perpetual, 
47. Defends himfelf againit Corah, to whom he 
makes a perfonal appeal, ib. Defires a pafflage 
for the Ilraclites through Idumea, but is refuted 
by the king of that country, st. Marches thro’ 
the defert into Arabia, ib. Attacks and defeats 
the Amorites, and flays their two kings Schon 
and Og, ibid. Detaches a party to ravage the 
country of the Midianites, 52. Zimri’s infolent 
fpeech to him, 53. Severely cenfures the Ele- 
brews for their fcandalous idolatry, ib. Sends a 
powerful army ayaintt the Midianites, whom they 
conquer, and exterminate all the inhabitants ex- 
cept the virgins, 54. Appoints Jofhua his fuc- 
ceffor, ib. Reproaches the tribes of Gad and 
Reuben with a felfith partiality, and a love of 
eafe and luxury, in petitioning for a grant of the 
country of the Amorites, but complies with their 
requeft conditionally, ib. Builds ten citics be- 
yond Jordan, three of which he appointed for 
fanctuaries, or places of refuge for the manflayer 
to Aeeto,ib, Before his departure he fummoules 
the people to meet at Abila, where he addrefles 
them in afpeech, and delivers to them a book of 
laws and precepts for their government, 55, 56. 
His laft addre{s and advice to the people, after 
which, when within fight of Canaan, he is tran- 
flated, 61. Univerfal lamentation of the Hrae- 
lites for the lofs of him, ib. His excellent cha- 
raéter, 61, 62. 


Maofes, a Jewifh impottor, raifes a tumult in the 
ifland of Candias, 569. 


N. 


N4B0TH bafely murdered at the inftance, and 
by the iniquitous contrivance, of Jezebel, wife 
of Ahab, 131. See Fezedbel. 


Nadab, with Abihu his brother, fons of Aaron, 
confumed by judicial fire, for tranfgreffing the 
Divine inftitution, +2. 


Names of the various authors mentioned by Jofe- 
phus, 5.48. 


Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth return to 
Bethlehem, where they are entertained by Boaz 
in an hofpitable manner, 79. Her contrivance 


for bringing about a match between Boaz and 
Ruth, 80. 


Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, his death, 159. 


Nebemiah, the Jewifh prophet, obtaining leave tg 


go to Jerufalem, calls arafiimbly of the people! 
169. Builds the walls of the city, and takes mea. 
ae to people it, 170. His death and character, 
ibid. 


Nero proclaimed emperor of the Romans by the 
foldiery, 319. Idis horrid cruelcies, ib, Sketch 
of his character, 368. 


Nicolaus, his pleading in behalf of the Jews, 252, 
He profecutes the acculation againit “Antipater, 
Herod’s fon, 275. Lxcutes Hicrod and Arche. 
Jaus, 283. . 


Nimrod, the grandfon of Flam, Neah’s fon, intro- 
Guces a tyrannical government, 11. Perfuades 
his adherents to aflilt him in erecting the tower of 
Babel, ibid. : ° 


Noah reprefents to the people the enormity of their 
crimes, and enforces, though incffeétually, che 
neceflity of a general reformation, 9. He ob. 
tains the favour of his Maker, who gives him di- 
rections for building an ark, wherein himlelf and 
family are wondertully preferved irom the ravages 
of the deluge, ib. His genealogy, ib. Sends a 
raven fromthe ark, which returns, 10. Sends 
forth a dove, which alfo returns with an olive 
branch, ib. He quits the ark, and offers facrifice 
to God, ib. Supplicates Ged to drown the earth 
no mote, and his prayer heard, ib. Flis pofterity 
commanded to people the earth, and form colc- 
nies in different parts of it, 11. 


oO. 


O8ADIALH, the prophet, his conference with 
Klijah, 130. His kindnefs towards the Lord’s 
prophets when perfecuted by Jezebel, ib. 


Obed, the fon of Boaz and Ruth, from whom {pring 
Jeife, the farher of David, So. ‘Vhe fignification 
of his namein Plebrew, ib. 


Obfervations, velpecting the evidences and citations 
produced in favour of the tcitimonies of Jofephus 
concerning Jefus. Chrift, Joho the Bapini, &e. 
539--- 543+ 


Clivet_ Mount, (or Mount of Olives) defcription of 
it, Ggb. 


Owar, the fecond caliph, and fucceffor of Mahomet, 
makes great conquetts in the ealt, deltroys the 
Chriftian temples, and takes Darnatcus, 574 
Puts a period to the Perfian empire, 675. Kuiled 
by a flave when at prayer, ib, Remarkable in- 
mune of his equitable conduét towards a Jew, 
579. : 


Omri declared king of Ifrael by the army, 129. Tis 
abominable praétices and death, ib. 


Ouias, the high-prieft, offends the king of Eagyrt 
for refuling to pay taxes, 182. Lepittle of Arius, 
king of the Lacedemonians, to him, 185. 

Oxias, arighteous man, ftoned to death for his picty 
and philanthropy, 214 


Othman, fucceffor of Omar, reduces Chorazan and 
other eaftern provinces, 575. Is befieged in his 
caftle of Medina, and flain by mutineers, ib. 


Othniel, the fon of Konaz, of the tribe of Judah, 
efpoufes the caufe of the Hraclites, pics the king’s 
guards to the fword, defeats che Affyrians, an 
delivers his countrymen trom bondage, 72. 8 
invefted with the government, which he holds for 
the fpace of forty years, ib. 


PALESTINE; 
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P. 


PALESTINE, adiflrict between Gaza and Egypt, 
pofefed by Metraim, and his eight fons, whence 
jo denominated, 12. 


Palefline, or Judea, its fituation, extent, climate, 
&c. defcribed, 696. 


Palnyra, the Tadmor of the ancients, defcription 
of it, 646---648 ---696. 


Paradife, a delightful garden in the ealt, prepared 
and appointed by the Creator for the habitation 
of our frit parents Adamand Eve, 7. Deferip- 
tion of the four great rivers which furrounded 
ir, 8. 


Parthians, at the inftance of Antigonus, enters Ju- 
dea, and are joined by a number of Jews, 226, 
Vhey plunder the palace of Jerufalem, 227. 

Paffover of the Hebrews, its inftitution, 33. Im- 

port of the term, ib. 


Patriarchs of the Jews after their difperfion, fome 
xecount of them, 352. 


Paulina, a Roman lady, and wife to Saturninus, 
ftory of Mundus’s criminal intercourle with her, 
by a crafty contrivance, in the temple of His, 
which is demolifhed on that account, 289. 


Perfian empire, of its overthrow by Alexander the 
Great, 6C9. 


Petrenius, his letter to the inhabitants of Doris, re- 
proving them for their conduct in profaning the 
Jews fynagogue, by setting up Cefar’s ftatue 
there, 312. 


Pharaoh, king of Egypt, aMicted with great cala- 


mities lor his defign upon Sarai, the wile of 


Abram, 13. Mxculpates himfelf, and difmifits 
the patriarch with a coftly prefent, ib. 


Pharach, king of Iigypt, confults Jofeph concern- 
ing his two prophetic dreams, which he inter- 





pre Advances him to great honour, ibid. 
iis kind anc generous behaviour to Jacob on 


his arrival in ISeypr, 28. 


Pharceh, king of egypt, ues an edit for drown- 
ing all the male Fiebrew children in the river 
Wile as foon as born, 29. Ridicules Motes, and 
fets up his priefis and enchanters to oppote hina, 
32. Drowned with his hoft in the Red Sea, 34. 


Pheraohks, reafons why the kings of Egypt were fo 
called, 123. : 

Philippi, acity properly belonging to Thrace, but 
placed by moll geographers in Macedon, defcrip- 
tion of it, 7C0. 


Phineas, fon of Eleazar the high-prieft, his zeal in 
the caule of Moles and the religion of his coun- 
try, Ag. Sent on an embelly to the difconrented 
and mutinous trices, 68. Liis Speech to them, ib. 


Plegies, account of the ten infliGed in Meypr, by 
the initrumentality of Mofes, upon Pharaoh and 
his fubjects, 32,.93. 

Plurality of deities among the Grecks condemned 
by their melt admired writers, «87. 

Pouocy marches to Jerufelem, which he takes by af- 
fault, and flays 12,000 of the Jews, 331. 


Pontius Pilate fuccceds Gratus in the government 
2 Cas i 
of Judea, 287. Brings feveral fandards with the 


image of Caefar into Jerufalem, in violation of 
the Jewifh laws, 288. “He deftroys many of the 
Jews, ib. 


Popes, their ufurpation of temporal power account. 
ed for, 666. 


Pricfthood, Jewith, qualifications for it, 486. 


Priefts, Jewith, their veftments, 41. Revenue, 50. 
Office and authority, 486. : 


Princes of the captivity, fome particulars concern- 
ing them, 573. 


Prophecies refpecting the deflruction and downfal of 
heathen nations, 648 and feq. Fulfilled concern- 


ing Nineveh, 649. And Babylon, 650. Re- 
fpecting ‘Lyre, 653. Fulfilled, 654. Refpecting 


Lisgypt, 057. 


Prophecy of an LIebrew child that fhould curb the 
Ligyptians, 29. 


Prophets, Jewifh, iluftration of their predictions 
concerning, the Jews, 633 and feq. 


Prolemais, a city of Galilee, defcribed, 366. 


Ptolemy, king: of Egypt, his letter to Tleazar the 
Jewith high-pricit, 179. Appoints feventy-two 
elders to interpree the Jaw, &c. ib. Wolds a 
conference with the elders, 180. 


Q. 


QUAUTLS. providentially fent to the Jiraclites for 
AZ their food and nourifhment, 36. 


Queflions fappofed to take place in the mind of one 
of the feven brothers who were put to a cruck 
death by Antiochus, had he been fearful of death, 
or inordinately fond of life, x94. 


R. 


RABBIES, Jewifh, account of fome celebrated 
in the call, 460. 


Rachel becomes the wife of Jacob, after fourteen 
years Jervicude to her father Laban, 19. Longs 
for the apples ef mandrake, which Reuben, Lee 
ah’s Jon, brought to his mother, and the condition 
on which fhe obtained them, 20. Carries off 
her father’s unages, which occafions a purfuit, ib. 
Dies in child-birth, 217. 


Raguel, a_prieft, his feven daughters refcued by 
Miofes from the infults of the fhepherds, 31. 


Rabad, an inhabitant of Jericho, conceals the {pies 
dent thither, and favours their cleape, 63. She is 
promifed protection, with her family, when the 
city fhould be taken, 64. Is faved, with her 
friends, and rewarded for her fervices, ib. 


Rainlew fixed in the heavens as a covenant token 


that God will not deftroy the world a fecond time 
by water, 9. 


Rebecca, daughter of Bethuel, fon of Abram’s bro- 
ther, demanded in marriage, 17. Her hofpitality 
commended by Abram’s meffenger, ib. She be- 
comes Ifaac’s wife, ib. Has two ions, Jacob and 
Efau, at a birth, 18. Her crafty and deccitful 
condutt, in order to transfer the blefine from 
Efau to Jacob, ib. Her death, 21, e 


Rebellion of the Jews under Adrian, account and 
caufe of it, 553. 


Reboboam 
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Reboboam facceeds his father Solomon on the throne, | 


of Ifrael, 124. Imprudently rejects the advice of 
the wife counfellers of his late father, and fuffers 
himfelf to be mifguided by the pernicious coun- 
fel of the rafh young men about him, 125. The 
ten tribes are difeutted, and revolt from him, ib. 
His aéts, 126. Death and character, 127. 


Remarks on the accounts of Tacitus and Suetonius 
concerning divers particulars reldtive to the Jew- 
ifh nation, 544. 


Reuben, one of the fons of Jacob, intercedes with 
his brethren in behalf of Jofeph, whom he dif- 
fuades from murdering the youth, 23. THis elo- 
quent apology before Poleph, for hinitelf and bre- 
thren, 26. 


Rites and ceremonies of the Jews, account of them, 
673, 674. 


Robbers, a defperate and blood-thirfty band of them, 
in Jerufalem, 407. Some account of their info- 
lence, rapine and barbarity, ib. Inftance of their 
impiety and profane difpofal of the priefthood, 
408. 


Roman army, their policy, order of difcipline, and 
mode of encamping, defcribed, 388. 


Ruth accompanies her mother-in-law Naonii into 
her own country, where they are both entertained 
in an holpitable manner by Boaz, 79. Follows 
her mother’s inftruétions, by laying herfelf in the 
night at the feet of Boaz, 80. Is married to him, 


and their refpeétable defcendants, ib. 


s. 


SABA, in Arabia Felix, inhabited by. the Sabzi, 

who are faid to have pofleffed a confiderable ter- 
ritory in the fouth, &c. 701. Its metropolis Saba 
fuppofed to have been the refidence of the queen 
of Sheba, ib. Account of the town, ib. 


Sabbath, {o called, becaufe on that day, being the 
feventh, God refted or ceafed from his work of 
creation, 7- 


Sabbath and Sabbo, explanation of thofe words and 
their difference fhewn, 480. 


Sacrifices, laws refpecting them, and what flour, &c. 
to be ufed with the victim, 43. 


Samaria befieged and taken by the Affyrians, who 
fubvert che government of Ifrael, and tran{plant 
the ten tribes, 148. Defcription of its firuation, 
fertility, and population, 387. See alfo an hifto- 
rical account of it, 701. 


Samarians, meditating a revolt, many of them are 
put to the {word by the Romans, 395. 


Samfon, fon of Manoah, a Danite, his birth, 77. 
Becomes enamoured with, and contracted to,a Phi- 
liftine damfel at Timnath, though his parents dif- 
approved of the match, ib, Encounters and kills 
alion, in whote carcale, fome time after, he finds 
a {warm of bees, ib. Propounds a riddle to his 
thirty Philifline companions, which they are un- 
able to unfold, 78. His bride, after much en- 
treaty, obtains trom him the meaning of it, and 
reveals it to them; but he flays thirty men, and 
with their garments pays the promifed reward, ib. 
Burns the ripe ftanding cornof the Philiftines, and 
defolates the country, 1b. Commits other depre- 
dations in different parts of the country, tb. Sur- 
renders himfelf to an armed force of the Phili- 
ftines on condition of their only delivering him 
bound with cords into the hands of the enemy ; 
from whom he efcapes by {napping the cords, and 
immediately after deflroys 1000 of them with the 
iaw-bone of an afs, ib. His vanity cenfured, in 


afcribing the victory to himfelf, inftead of attgi 
buting it to the Divine affiftance, ca of attr 
feized with a parching thirft, he applies to God ® 
penitential prayer, who affords him reliet ibid 
Plucks up the gates of Gaza, and carries then: s 
Mount Hebron, 78. Falls in love with the hare 
lot Delilah, and, through her enfnaring artific a 
is prevailed upon to diicover where his princi oat 
ftrength lay, 79. Is deprived of his fight by ie 
Philiftines, who lead him about the ttreets‘as q 
public fpectacle, and then caft him into prifon, ib 
Being {ent for by the Philiftines to make cheer 
fport in the fpacious hall where they were feaft 
ing, and his former ftrength being reftored. he 
pulls down the building on their heads, and with 
about 3coo of his enemies there preient, is Buried 
in the ruins, ib. 


Samuel, fon of Elkanah and Peninnah, his birth 
and early dedication to the fervice of the taber. 
nacle, 80. Infpired with the power of prophec 
when only thirteen years of age, and reveals . 
Kili the judgments God had denounced againit 
him and his family tor the wickednefs of his tons 
81. Calls an afflembly of the people at Kirjath. 
jearim, and addreffes them on the tubjects of re. 
\ligion and government, 83. Obtains the Divine 
promife of a complete victory over the Phili- 
itines, whom he overthrows, and recovers the 
countries they had taken from the Ifraelites, ibid, 
His exce}lent plan of government, which hecom- 
mits to the care of his two fons, who are of dif- 
folute manners, 83. The people, incenied at the 
mal-adminiftration of his fons, requeft him to 
provide aking for them, 84. Endeavours in vain 
to diffuade the people from adopting a kingly go- 
vernment, which he paints in odious colours, and 
at length, by the Divine command, anoints Saul 
king of all Ifrae], and prefents him to the people, 
84, 85. Defcribes the inconveniencies infeparable 
from monarchical government, 85. Juttifies his 
conduct, and ecproaciee the people with ingrati- 
tude, and invokes a cempett from heaven, 85. 
Reproves Saul for his rafhnefs, in facrificing be- 
fore he came, 86. Enjoins Saul to extirpate the 
Amalekites, 87. Intercedes with God in behalf of 
Saul, but without effect, 88. Charges him with 
tran{greffing the Divine command, ib, Gives 
Saul atoken, whereby was implied that the king- 
dom fhould be rent from him, and given to an- 
other, ib. Slays Agag, departs from Saul, and 
is fent to Bethlehem to anoint David king, ibid. 

His death and burial, 95. 


Sarah, wife of Abraham, admits Hagar to her huf 
band’s bed, but afterwards being incenfed at her 
contemptuous behaviour, caufes her to fee into 
the defert, 14. Prevails on Abraham to difmils 
Wagar and her fon If{hmael, 15. Her death and 
burial, 16. . 


Saturninus, his oration to the fenate in favour of a 
republican government, after the affaffination of 
Caligula, 306. 


Saul, fon of Kith, anointed king of Ifrael by Sa- 
muel the prophet, and the circumftances imime- 
diately preceding that event, 84. Relieves Ja- 
beth, befieged by the Ammorites, whom he de- 
feats, and flays their king, 85. He is again an- 
ointed and declared king in a general afiembly of 
the people, ib. Incurs the Divine difpleaiure, 
and that of Samuel, for dilobedience, 86. Is 
threatened by the prophet with the lofs ot his 
kingdom, ib. Marches with a body of 6co men, 
in company with Jonathan his fon, to Gibeah, ib. 
Marches againft and totally defeats the Philiftines, 
ib. Ereéts an altar, and offers facrifices upon it, 
ib. Denounces a rafh curfe againit any of the 
army who fhould eat or drink till the clofe of the 
day, in which his fon Jonathan is involved, but 
fcreened from punifhment by the people, 87. Ac- 
count of his progeny, chariots, guards, &c. ib. 
Overthrows the Amalekites, but {pares Agag 
their king, ib. Conceives an enmity and jealoul 

again 
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againft David, for whofe life he lays fares, 90. 
{endeavours, with his own hand, to flay him, con- 
trary to his oath, gt. Is endued with the fpirit 
of prophecy, ib. Enquires for David, at a felti- 
val, chat he might put him to death, and fevere- 
lyreprehends Jonathan, whom he atrempts to flay, 
tor befriending him, 92. Centures Abimelech, the 
high-prieit, for encerraining David, and puts him 
to death, with his family, and_all the facerdotal 
race, 93. Refumes his puriuit of Dayid, into 
whole hands he falls, confefles his 1 ereacment of 
him, and afks forgivenels, 94; 95. Marches again 
with 3oco men againft David, who had power to 
take away his life, but torbears, for which he re- 
ceives the public thanks of the king, 96.__Being 
deferted by God, he applies to the witch of indor 
to raile up the ghoft of Samuel, in order to confult 
him in his diltrefs, ib. 1s Main, with his fons, in 
an engagemenc with the Philifline army, 97. His 
pofterity put to death by the Gibeonites, 111. 


Scaliger, Julius, his honourable teftimony of Jofe- 
phus as a faithful and accurate hiltorian, 533- 


Seaurus, the Roman general, comes into Judea, re- 
ceives an embaffy from) Pdyrcanus and Ariflo- 
bulus, and efpoules the interett of A riftobulus, 
2i4, Account of his wars with Aretas, king of 
Arabia, 332. 


Seés, Jewith, account of them, 286, 287, 571, 573. 
Of feveral by Hegefippus, Juftin Martyr, and 
Scaliger, +559. 


Self-denial, a remarkable inftance of it in the con- 
duct of David, 491. 


Semacherib, king of Affyria, befieges Jerufalem, 
150. Great part of his army deftroyed by a peiti- 
Iéential diflemper, and himielf afterwards murder- 
ed in the temple by his fons, 141. 


Septuagint verfion of the old teftament, why difal- 
lowed by the Jews, 560. 


Serpent (perfonated by Satan) envious of the felicity 
of our Arlt parents, feduces live from her inno- 
cence, who entices her huiband, Adam, to parti- 
cipate in her crimes, 8. }iis punifhmenc as the 
inttrumental caufe of che curte denounced onthe 
greund, being doomed to trail on the ground in 
the moit abject manner, tb. 


Seth, the fon of Adam, diftinguifhed for his virtues 
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9. Ehis delcendants invent the fcience of aftrono- 
my, ib. 


Shei, one of the fons of Noah, his progeny, and the 
empires they founded, 12. 


Shimei, a Benjamite, curfes David, who forbears to 
punifh him, 107. Obrains his pardon, tog. Ue 
1s put to death by Solomon, 117. 


Shifbak, king of Egyre, his expedition againft Ju- 
dea, 126.) Vakes Jerujalem, and plunders the 
temple, 127. 


Sicari?, a band of rufians in Judea fo called, their 
Shocking depredations, 416, 417. Uheir curbulent 
difpofition, and irreconcileablenefs to the Ro- 
mans, 4606. 


Stege of Jerufalem by the Romans, account of the 
number that perifhed in it, andthe prifoners 
taken, 466. 


Simon, formerly a fervant of Herod, afpires to the 
crown, 282. Isfupprefied by Gratus, ib. 


Simon, the fon of Gratus, head of a band of free- 
‘booters, commits horrid outrages in Acrabatena 
and its neighbourhood, 385. Further account of 
him, 419, 420. Gets pofieffion of Idumea 426. 
ae Jepolaletn, and alfaults the temple, but is 

0. Go, 


repulfed with great Jofs by John’s party, 421. 
Taken and referved for a triumph to the Romans, 
457. His death, 460, See allo 463. 


Sicras, general of the Canaanites, flain in his tent by 
Jael, the Kenite, 73. 


Socrates, the celebrated philofophert, put to death by 
poifon ona charge of propagating falfe doctrines, 
488. 


Sodom, a famous country in the eaft, deftroyed by 
the Afyrians, 13. Irs deftruétion foretold, on 
account of the wickednefs of the people, 14. Con- 
fumed, with its circumjacent towns, by fire from 
heaven, 15. 


Sodomites defeated by the Affyrians, 13. Their fla- 
grant impiety and enormous wickednefs, 14. In- 
ttance of their execrable depravity of manners, 15. 
They are ftruck with blindnets, and at length de- 
ftroyed in the conflagration of their city, 1b. 


Solomon, fon of David, anointed king, 113, 11-4. 
Flis acceflion co the throne en the death of his fa- 
ther, £10. Rebuilds the walls of Jerufalem, 117. 
His wile choice approved and granted, ib, A 
firiking proof of his extraordinary wifdom, ib. 
Vis principal officers, magnificence, and SJplen- 
dor, 118. His epiille to idiram, ib. Begins to 
build the temple, 11g. Elis excellent prayer, on 
the dedication of the temple, 120. Prayer for the 
profpericy of the remple and people, 121. Lin- 
joins obedience to the laws of Molés, ibid. Af- 
{urances Qiven to him from God, thac his prayer 
is heard, ib. Builds himtelf a noble palace, and 
detcription of it, ib. Acknowledgés the Nbe- 
rality of Iliram, king of ‘Lyre, 122. Friendfhip 
between them, ib. Repairsthe walls of Jerufalem, 
and builds feveral other cities, ib. “he queen of 
Sheba and L’chiopia makes a_vific to him, and is 
tranfported with his extraordinary grandeur, 123. 
His immenfe riches, and extenfive traffic to fo- 
reign countries, ib. Unhappy declenfion, from 
his tormer obedience, and the caufe of it, ib. 
Having, through the love of women, lapfed into 
idolacry, the revole of the ten tribes from his fa- 
mily is foretold, 12.4. Lis death, ib. 


Spinofa, a Portuguefe Jew, his life, and an account 
of his tenets, 627. 


Sireto, the hiftorian, his teflimonies concerning the 
Jews, 218. 


Sua, by the Divineappointment, flands ftill at the 
command of Jofhua, and the day was thereby 
lengthened, to give che Uraelites an opportunity 
of compleating their victory over the Canaanitifh 
kings, whoare defeated, taken, and put to death, 


Syria, dreadful ravages and diforders there, with the 
detlrution of vait numbers of Jews, 377. 


T. 


TABERNACLE, erected by Mofes in the wil- 
dernefs, defcription of it, and its appurtenan- 
ces, 


pales of the Jewifh meafures, money, months, 8c. 
546. 


Talmud, Jewifh, an account of it, andbywho 
piled, 561, ie an Il.’ king Gr Contuba 
orders it to be tranflated into Arab ‘ ius 
Iii. caufes it to be burnt, 617. a 


Talmud, Babylonifh, method of compiling it, and 
by whom, 572. : 


@ 8 Taurus 
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Taurus, a great and extenfive mountain in Afia, de- 
{cription of it, 702. 


Tax levied by Mofes on the Ifraelites for the fer- 
vice of the tabernacle, 42. 


Tax-money levied by the Romans, account of the 
fum paid in Judea, 551. 


Temple of Solomon, defcription of it, 119. 


Temple of the Jews, the fecond, rebuilding of it 
obftruéted by the Samarians, 164, 166. Finifhed 
and dedicated, 167. Pillaged by Craflus, 217. 
Burnt to the ground by the feditious Jews, 286. 
Defiled by the Samarians, 287. Rendered a fcene 
of flaughter by the factions in Jerufalem, 426. 
Defcription of it in the time of Jofephus, 430. 
Set on fire by the Jews, 449. Allo by a Roman 
foldier, whereby it was entirely confumed, con- 
trary to the will and command of Titus, the Ro- 
man general, 450. 


Ten tribes of the Jews, a city in Perfiafaid to be 
inhabited by part of them, 567. Are fuppofed to 
be difperfed in different eae of Perfia,629. Se- 
vere prophecies of Ifaiah concerning them, 542, 
543. Prideaux’s opinion relating to them, 643. 


Thabor, Mount, its ancient and prefent ftate de- 
{cribed, 702. 


Tharbis, daughter of the king of Ethiopia, be- 
comes enathoured of Mofes, 31. He accedes to 


the propofal of marrying her, on condition of 


their delivering up_ Saba, their metropolis, to 
which he laid fiege, into his hands; which being 
agreed to, their nuptials are confummated, ib. 


Thermuthis, daughter of Pharaoh, caufes Mofes to 
be taken from off the water, and commits him to 
the care of an Hebrew nurfe, 30. Adopts him 
for her heir, prefents him to her father, and what 
enfued thereupon, ib. 


Tiberias, acity focalled in honour of Tiberius, and 
built by Herod on the north bank of Geneza- 
reth, defcription of it, 702. 


Tiberius; the Roman emperor, commands the Jews 
to be expelled from Rome, 289. , His treatment 
of Agrippa, 293. Sicknefs, death, and character, 


294. 


Titus, fon of Vefpafian the Roman emperor, his ani- 
mating {peech to the Romans under his command, 
400. “Marches with the Roman army towards qe 
rufalem, and a defcription of the order of his 
march, 426. His miraculous prefervation, when 
expofed to imminent danger, 237. Remarkdble 
proofs of his refolution and fortitude, 427. 428. 

e reproves the foldiers for theircredulity, but is 
afterwards reconciled to them, 429. Refolves to 
carry on the fiege of Jerufalem, and takes a fur- 
vey of the place, in order to attack it, 432. His 
encouraging fpeech to his army on belieging Je- 
rufalem, 444. His fpeech to the Jewifh army af- 
ter obtaining poffeffion of the lower part of the 
city, 452. He orders other banks to be raifed for 
the more eafy taking the upper. town, 454. La- 
ments the dettruction of Jeruialem, 450. <Ac- 
count of his triumph, in conjunction with that of 
his father, at Rome, ib. Favours Jofephus, 532. 

Tongues, confufion of, 11. The Sybil’s prophecy 
concerning it, ib. . 


Trafis, Jewith, in vindication of that religion, 612. 


Tyro and Tryphon charged with fomenting a con- 
{piracy again{t Herod, and ftoned to death by the 
people, 351. 

Vv. 


7 ARUS fets free the legion befieged at Jerufalem, 
and punifhes the ringleaders of the fedition, 282. 


Ventidius, the Roman general, enters Judea, and 
feizes the treafures of Antigonus, 338. : 


Vefpafian fends fuccours to the people of Sepphoris 
and receives a reinforcement from his fon Titus. 
388. Marches towards Gadara, which he taker 
by affault, fets fire to the city, and puts the inha. 
bitants to the fword, 390. : 


Vefiments of the Jewifh high-priefts and Priefts, a1, 


Vindication of the teftimonies of Jofephus concern. 
ing our Saviour, John the Baptift, &c. 533, = 


Vitellius, cou pene with Vefpafian for the ‘empire 
is defeated by Antony, his army deftroyed, ‘and 
himfelf put to an ignominious death, 424. 


Pologefes his kind reception of the fons of Antiochys 
king of Comagene, after their encounter with the 
Romans, 461. 


Uz 


U/NBELIEF of Divine revelation the main fource 
of al] the calamities fuffered by the Jews, 632, 
Their calamities, on this account, afforda firk. 
ing leffon to baptized infidels, ib. 


Unleavened bread, feaft of, time and caufe of its 
inftitution, 33. 


Uriah, one of David’s faithful and valiant officers, 
cut to pieces by the Ammonites, in purfuance of 
an exprefs order communicated by the king to 
Joab for that purpofe, 105. 


Uzzab punifhed for profanation, in putting his hand 
upon the ark to fave it from falling, he not being 
of the priefthood, 103. 


Uzziab, king of Judah, his war with the Philiftines, 
and extenfive conquetts, 146. _Elated overmuch 
by proiperity, he ufurps the prieft’s office, and is 
{mitten with leprofy, 1b. 


W. 


PV ALL built by Titus round Jerufalem, to pre- 
vent the excurfions of the Jews, and facilitate 
the taking of the city, 440. 


Walls of Jericho fall to the ground before the If 
raclites, on their blowing with ram’s horns on the 
feventh day, 64. 


Walls of the city of Jerufalem, the firft carried by 
the Roman army under Titus, 434. The fecond 
taken poffeffion of by him, 435. 


War of the Jews with the Romans had its founda- 
tion from the former having rejected the Roman 
facrifices, 395. Dilapproved of by many perfons 
of the firtt rank, who endeavour in vain to diffuade 
the feditious Jews from engaging in it, 376. Be- 
ginning of it in the city, ib. 


Woman, her formation, and why called Eve, 7. Is 
allured by the ferpent to difobey the command of 
God, and involves her hufband in the crimeaa 
penalty, 8. Her punifhment, ib. 


World, its creation in fix days, 7. Is deftroyed by 2 
deluge for its enormous wickedne{s, Noah and his 
family being the only perfons fpared, 9. 


KX. 


XERAES favours the Jews, and allows them the 
free exercife of their religion, 168. Writes 4 
letter, which he fends by Eidras, commiffioning 
him to re-eitablifh the Jewith worthip at Jert- 


falem, ib. 
. YEAR 
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Y. 


yYZAR of Jubilee, or liberty, among the Jews, 
the nature and incent of it defcribed, 45. 


Youths, feven, with the mother of them, their ama- 
zing conftancy and fortitude under the pains, tor- 
tures, and cruel deaths inflicted on them by An- 


tiochus, 494. ee 


ZEALOTS, an hypocritical faction in Jerufalem, 
defcribed, and the fpeech of Ananus, who en- 
courages the people to oppofe them, 409. They 
invite the Idumeans to cheir affiftance, who fend 
them a body of 20,000 men, whofe entrance into 
the cicy is {trenuoufly oppofed by Jefus the prieft, 
who is anfwered by Simon their general, 410. 
412. They find means to introduce the Idumean 
army into the city, 412. Inftances of their out- 
rageous cruelty and impiety, 416. 

Zebulon, in Judea, otherwife called Andron, plun- 

dered and burnt by the forces commanded by 
Agrippa and Ceftius, 379. 


oO 
ar J 


Zechariah, king of Ifrael, murdered by Shallum, 


who ufurps the government, but is foon after 
flain, and fucceeded by Menahem,: who proves a 
barbarous prince, 146. 


Zerubbabel, one of the principal officers of Darius, 
folves the problems propounded by that monarch 
refpecting the force of wine, kings, women, and. 
truth, 165. He decides in favour of truth, and 
repreients the great advantages derived from the 
love and practice of it, ib. “Reminds Darius of 
his vow, to undertake the rebuilding of 
Jem and the temple, which he accordingly per- 
forms, ib. 


Ziba, fteward to Mephibofheth, Jonathan’s fon, ob- 
tains, by falfe acculation, his matter’s eftate, ow- 
ing to the too eafly credulity of David, amidft the 
general diftraction of his affairs, 107. 


Zimvi advances himfelf, by treacherous means, to 
the throne of Ifrael, 129. Alarmed at the news 
of Omri’s being declared king, he fets fire to his 
Palace, and perifhes in the flames, ib. 
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A. 
AARON, 325 51 
Abarim, 675 
Abbaffides, 581, 582 
Abel, 8 


el, 

Abijah, 127, 128 

Abimelech, 15 

Abimelech, 75, 76 

Abner, 100 

Abram, 12---17 

Abialom, 106 

Acher, 64, 65 

Acra, 675 

Adam, 7, 8 

Adafa, 675 

Adibena, 657 

Adida, 675 

Adonibezek, 69 

Adonijah, 113 

Agrippa, 292, 375, 466, 
512, 514 

Ahab, 129 

Ahaz, 147 

Ahaziah, 136 

Ahimelech, 92, 93 

Ahithophel, 108 

Alexander, 175, 177 

Alexander Jannazus, 207, 
210, 328, 329 

Alexander, Merod’s fon, 
254 

Alexander, an impoftor, 
284 ; 

Alexandra, 210, 212 

Alexandria, 379, 675 

Alexandrion, 676 

Ali, 75, 

Amalekites, 37 

Amatha, 670 

Amaziah, 14.3, 145 

Amnon, 10 

Amram, 29 

Ananus, 413 
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Antediluvians, 16 
Antigonus, 232 
Antioch, 676 
Antiochus, 185, 186 
Antiochus Dyonifius, 210 
Antiochus Epiphanes,494 

497, 488, 489 
Antipater, 213, 223 
Antipater, 218, 220, 333 
Antipatris, 676 
Antonia, 376, 432, 444, 
Apion ie 481, 48 

ion, 478, 481, 484. 

Arabia, 676 
Aram, 677. —- 
Arbela, 677 
Archelaus, 279 
Aretas, 214 
Arittobulus, 206 
Armenia, 677 
Arnon, 677 
Artaxerxes, 171, 17-4 
Afa, 129 
Athdod, 179 
Afinaus, 288, 289 
Afphaltitis, 419. 077 
Athahah, + 


Baatha, 129 
Babel, 11. 178 
Babylon, 178 
Bahurim,178 ! 
Balaam, Balaak, 52 
Barchochebas, 552. 
Baris, 678 
Barzillai, r10 
Bathfheba, 113 
Beerfheba, 678 
Belus, 678 
Benhadad, 132. 139 
Benjamin, 21, 26 
Benjamites, 69. 71 
Berachah, 678 


» 53 
555 


Berenice, 678 


Berofus, 10. 13. 472. 474 
Berytus, 679 
Bethel, 125. 679 
Bethlehem, 679 
Bethoron, 679 
Bethfaida, 679 
Bethfan, 679 
Bethfhemceth, 679 
Bethfura, 679 
Bezec, 679 
Bezetha, 679 
Boaz, 79, 80 . 
Botrys, 680 


Ceefarea, 680 

Crefarea Philippi, 680 . 
Caiphas,: 290 

Cain, 8 

Caius Julius Ceefar, 221. 


5 
Gane 296, 297. 501. 506 
Caligula, 301. 307 
Cana, 680 
Canaan, 680 
Canaanites, 12. 67. 69. 
Capernaum, 680 
Carmel, 680 
Chalcis, 680 
Charran, 680 
Chuthites, 1.49 
Citium, 680 
Claudius, 308 
Cleopatra, 236 
Coelo-Syria, 680 
Comagena, 680 
Coptos, 680 
Corah, 49, 50 
Craffus, 298 
Cyprus, 681 
Cyrene, 681 
Cyrenian Jews, 681 
Cyrus, 163 


Dagon, 681 
Damafcus, 681 
Damiata, 682 

Dan (tribe) 682 

Dan (city) 682 
Daniel, 158. 162. 664. 667 
Daphne, 682 

Darius, 164. 168 
Dathan, 50 
Dathima, 682 
David, 88. 115 
David, 585 
Deborah, 73 
Decapolis, 682 
Delphos, 682 

Delta, 683 
Demetrius, 210 
Dinah, 21 

Diofpolis, 683 

Doeg, 3 

Dora, 683 
Dotham, of 


Ficbatane, 683 

iidom, 683 

fglon, 72 

eypt, 683 

Ehud, 72 

Ekroh, 685 

Eilah, 129 

Elah (valley) 685 

Elam, 685 

Elath, 685 

Eleazar, £91 

ee 460 

Kleazar, 492,493. 

Blepnanune (ifland} 685 

Eleuthoris, 685 

Eli, 79. 82 

Elias, 129. 237 

Tlitha, 137. 144 

EJymais, 6085 : 
Emela, 


Emefa, 685 
aoe 686 

mmaus, 686 
Endor, 686 
Engedi, 686 
Enoch, 9 
Ephetus, 686 
Ephorus, 470 
Token (tribe) 686 
Ephron, 686 
Eiau, 18. 22 
Lldras, 168, 169 
Ethiopia, 686, 687. 
Eve, 7.8 

F 

Feftus, 321 
Florus, 323, 369- 372 


Gadara, 689 
Gabinius, 217 
Galatians, 1 
eats, 689, 690 
amala, 403. 40 
Gath, Gan saaee 
Gaza, 690 
Gedaliah, 157, 158 
Genezareth, 401, 402, Ego 
Gerar, 690 
Gethur, 690 
Gibeah, 690, Gor 
Gibeon, 691 
Gibeonites, 65, 66 
Gideon, 73, 74 
Gihon, 69? 
Gilead, 691 
: Gilgal, Gg 
Gilchala, 406, 691 
Greece, ce 


Hagar, 14,15 
Ham, 12 
Haman, 171.173 
Wamath, 691 
Hareth, 692 
Hebrews, 12. 50. 64 
Lebron, 420, 692 
ae 692 

elen, 314. 317 
Heliopolis, 692 
Hermon, 692 
Herod, 224. 291. 337, & 


cq. 
Herod (tctrarch)287. 318 
Herodian,692 
Hefhbon, 692 
Hezekiah, 148. 152 
Hiram, 18. 122 
Hofea, 147, 148 
Hyrcanus, oo 


Jabeth-Gilead, 692 

acob, 18. 29 

adon, 126 

amnia, 692 
Japhet, 12 
Idumeans, 412. 415 
Jehoahaz, 143, 144 
Jehoiada, 142, 143 
Jehoiakim, 154, #55 


No. 60. 


INDEX OF NAMES AND PLACES. 


Jehoram, 136. 142 
Jehofhaphat, 129. 137 
Jehu, 1-40, 142 
Jephtha, 76, 77 
Jeon 155. 158 
Jericho, 418, 692 
Jeroboam, 125. 128 
Jeruijalem, 154. 157, 203. 
243. 426. 455. 092, 


693 

Jefus, (Jafon) 185 
Jews, 171. O44 
Jezebel, 141 
Joab, 110. 117 
Joath, 142, 144 
John, 407. 462 

onah, 145 

onathan, 194. 201. 320 
Jonathan, 467 
Joppa, 379. 398- 399- 694 
Jordan, 694 
Jofephus, 382. 467. 470. 


532 
Jofhua, 37.69 
Jofiah, 152. 154 
Jotapata, 394. 396 
Jotham, 147 
Ifaac, 14. 21 
Ifhbefheth, 100, 101 
ihmael, 14, 15- 6355 
Itraclites, 20. 77 
Jubal, 9 
Judea, 233. 245 
Judas, 187. 193. 327 
Judas, 282 
juiane 445 
Julian, 567 

K 


Keilah, 694. 
Kirjath-J eaEin 604. 


636 


Laban, 19. 21 
Leah, 19, 20 
Levites, 50 
pane 694. 
onginus, 4.3.4 
Luther, 622 
Lydda, Ot 


: 


Maccabees, 490 
Madian, 694. 
Mahanaim, 695 
Makkedah, 695 
Mianaffeh, 152 
Manéthon, 475. 477 
Manoah, 77 

Maon, 695 

Marah, 695 
Mariam, 30,51 
Mariamne, 241, 242. 
Maftada, 375, 377 
Mathias, 186, 187 
Media, 695 
Megiddo, 695 
Melchifedeck, 14 
Melitene, 695 
Memphis, bas 
Menahem, 146, 377 
Mefliah, 671, 672 


Michmath, 695 
Mifhnah, 55 
Moabites, 137 
Moguls, 576, 577 
Moies, 30. 62 
Moles, 569 
Mygdonia, 695 


Nabathea, 695 
Naboth, et 
Nadad, +2 

Naim, 695 

Naioth, 695 

Naomi, 79; 80 
Neapolis, 595 
Nebuchadnezzar, 159 
Nehemiah, 169, 170 
Neopolis, 569 

Nero, 319. 368 
Nicolaus, 252, 275, 283 
Nimrod, 

Nineveh, 695 

Nifibis, 696 

Noah, 9. 12 

Nob, 666 

Nod, 696 


. Oo 
Obadiah, 130 
Obed, 80 
Olivet, 696 
Omar, 574. 576 
Omri, 129 
Onias, 182. 185 
Ophir, 696 
Othniel, 72. 


Paleftine, (diftrict) 12 
Paleftine, (country) 696 
Palmyra,646. 648. 696. 698 
Parthians, 226, 227 
Paulina, 289 
Pella 699 
Pelufium, 699 
Pergamus, 699 
Perfia, 698, 699 
Perfian empire, 669 
Petra, 700 
Petronius, 311 
Pharaoh, 13. 25. 34. 
Phafelus, 700 
Phiala, 700 
Philippi, 700 
Phineas, 54. 68 
Pompey, 331 
Pontius Pilate, 287, 288 
Prolemais, 366. 700 
Prolemy, "70 

R 


Rabbath, or Rabbah, 700 
Rachel, 19. 21 
Ragaba, 700 
Raguel, é 

Rahab, 63, 64 
Raph ia, 700 
Rebecca, 17. 21 
Rehoboam, 124. 126 
Rephaim, 700 
Reuben, 23. 26 
Rhinocolura, 7oo 


vn 


Souenne’} 


8 T 


723 


Roman army, 388 
Ruth, 79, se 


Saba, yor : 
Samaria, 148, 387, 388. 7ot 
Samarians, 395 
Samofata, 700 
Samfon, 77. 95 
Sarah, 13. 16 
Saturninus, 306 
Saul, 84, 111 : 
Sealiger, 533 
Scaurus, 214, 232 
Scythopolis, 701 
Seleucus, 701 
Sepphoris, 7or 

Seth, 9 

Shem, 12 

Shiloh, 7or - 

Shimei, 107, 109, 117 
Shifhak, 126, 127 
Sicarii, 416, 417, 466 
Sichem, 7or 

Sidon, 701 

Siloam, 702 

Simon, 282 

Simon, 385, 463 

Sin, 702 

Sinai, 702 

Sifera, 73 

Socrates, 488 
Sodom, (country) 13 
Sodom, (city) 14, 15, 702 
Sodomites, 13. 15 
Solomon, 113. 124 
Spinola, 627 

Strabo, 218 

Straton’s Tower, 702 
Sufa, 702 

Syria, 377 


Tarichea, 702 
Tarfhith, 702 
‘Tarfus, 7o2 
Taurus, 702 
Thabor, 7o2 


- Tharbis, 31 


Thermutis, 3o 
Tiberias, 702 
Tiberius, 293, 294. 
a Ue Ace 532 
yro ryphon, 341 
vo a 35 


Varus, 282, 283. 
Ventidius, 338 
Vefpafian, 388. 39a 
Vitellius, 42 7 
Vologefes, 461 
Uriah, 105 
Uzzah, 103 
Uzziah, 146 

x 


Aerxes, 63 


Zebulon, 379 
Zechariah, 146 
Zerubbabel, 165 
Ziba, 107 

Zimri, 129. ~ 
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Firft, Take care to beat the Book before you place the Cuts. 


Second, After beating the Book, place the Cuts as follow : 


PAGE, 
I *P PRON TISpIRCE to face the ticle 
Plan of Jerufalem to face = - - 326 
2 Tenthoufand Jews maffacred - ~- 381 
3g The Egyptian midwives drowning the male 
children - 29 


4 King Solomon building the Sale &e. 11g 

§ The daughter of Eleazar fhewing her dead 
child to the foldiers, &&c. - 449 

6 Manaffeh, king of Judah, releafed, &c. 152 


7 Wagar in the wildernefs, &c. - 14, 
8 Tyro vindicating the innocence of Herad’s 
fons - - 264, 
9 Ceconia, wife er Caius Cafar the Roman 
emperor, lamenting, &c. - 307 
io King’ Herod rejecting the treacherous em- 
braces of his fon, &c. - 274. 
1x Jofephus in a cave, after the deftruction of ~ 
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